- the road.  They are inhabited by the Company’s servants, and were j h-;

ihwldw mmmwm .
merryuanyofthe others. After ba:ngamnkmlbﬂlpa natives, 1
never saw any flagging in their spirits, forwnhilmcmdlmr
gay and lively at their work. They are not su'us,w hlv?m -
‘effeminate look, of which their manuers also partake. w eI T

“The scenery before reaching the lower mouth of the Wiilnmette. iseag 1
diversified with high and low land, which, together with three lofty =
snowy peaks, afford many fine views, The country begins to open «
here, and is much better adapted to agriculture than that lower -
down, 5 AR

At Warrior Point we entered the Callepuya, for the purpose of
avoiding the current of the river. At this time of the year this branch
forms an extensive range of lakes, which reaches to within a mile of
Vancouver. The river was now high enough to make it convenient
for us 1o take this route. Shortly after entering the Callepuya, we
were obliged to encamp, which we did in rather an mausplcnous-lookmg
place; but the bank had not yet absorbed sufficient moisture to make it
even wet or damp. Mr. Drayton having shot a pigeon, we had some-
thing for supper, otherwise we should have gone without, for we thought '
when we left Astoria, we should reach Vancouver many hours before
we actually did. On the approach to Vancouver, we passed one of
the dairies, and some rich meadow-land, on which were grazing herds
of fine cattle. We afterwards saw some flocks of nbesp of the best
English and Spanish breeds.

It becoming necessary to make a short portage within a mile of
Valicouver, we concluded to walk thither by the road. In this march
‘we first entered a wood of large pines, which had an undergrowthof
various flowering shrubs. The old stumps jn the road were overgrown g

i

with the red honeysuckle, in full blossom. Lupines &nd other flowers

grow even in the roadway. - :
Wecamamatthebaekpartofthevﬂhnghmb nsists o

fifty comfortable log houses, placed in regular order on each side

—_—

-

ho

swarming with children, whites, half-breeds, and puve m ‘The
ﬁnmmdﬂmhyondthsnummdu%mapmnm «i
like an upright wall of pickets, twenty-five foet high: this encloses the S
“houses, shops, aud magazines of the Company. The enclosure con-
\ ' Muhehtppmtobwmderﬁnmm-‘
ranaries were to be seen. At one end is Dr.

ilt after the model of‘the. mchfcaﬂm-




y _’;w,am to my know]edge tbat are withm the pwkala of
ancouver, which differs from all the other forts in having no bastions,
- galleries, or loop-holes. Near by are the rooms for the clerks and
wvisiters, with the blacksmiths' and coopers’ shops, In the centre
stands the: Roman Catholic chapel, and near by the flag-staff; beyond
By Mlagnm are the stores, magazines of powder, warercoms, and
| 4 offices. —

i'fb * We went immediately to Dr. M'Laughlin s quarters. He was not
F‘ within, but we were kindly invited to enter, with the assurance that he
. would soon return. Only a few minutes elapsed before Dr. M'Launghlin
~ came galloping up, having understood that we had preceded him. He
et kantnll ﬁne-»lookmg person, of a very robust frame, with a frank manly
: an eountenance, and a florid complexion; his hair is perfecily white.
H ‘us that kind raoepuou we had been led to expectdrom his
well-known hospitality. He is of Scotch parentage, but by ‘birth, a
Sﬁmdm. enthusiastic in disposition, possessing great energy of cha-
.‘; . W ‘extremely well suited for the situation he occupies, which  «
> Wﬂ talent and industry. He at once ordered dinner for us,
< ;r *w,ﬁqh felt ourselves at home, having comfortable rooms us:gud
y - reated as part of the establishmemt. r
situation of Vancouver is favourable for ngmuhullmpoau
mummm ‘head of navigation for sea-going vessels.
yurteen feet draft of water, may reach it in the lowest -
meoinmbm at this point makes a considerable
o islands, which extend upwavds about

_._‘9'
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- mmm mmvgma crops, as th
hmmblym mq*aahvnwd» plant it touches.
- mdﬂmlﬂl wé:ﬁiyrﬂ:e iﬁtsrest of ‘which it i is the m The

 fesidents thess at several tables : one for the chief factor and/hils clerks’s

“one for their wives (it being against the regulations of the Company
for their officers and wives to take their meals together) ; another for

the missionaries; and another for the sick and the Cathdlic mission-

* aries. Al is arranged in the best order, and I should think with great

economy. Every thing may be had within the fort: they have an ex-
tensive apothecary shop, a bakery, blacksmiths' and “eoopers’ shops,

trade-offices for buying, others for selling, others again for keeping
accounts and transacting business; shops for retail, where English

manufactured articles may be purchased at as low a price, if not
cheaper, than in the United States, consisting of cotton and wooiien
goods, ready-made clothing, ship-chandlery, earthen and iron wa

and fancy articles; in short, every thmg, and of erﬁ kind
description, including all sorts of groceries, at an advance of eigh

per cent. on the London prime cost. This is the established price at -

=

~ Vancouver, but at the other posts it is one hundred per cent., weﬂ;f«'

ﬁh'qmwe&ﬁam oftrmpomuon. AH thebe mieled are. of
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abundance of goodfare. Dr. M'Laughlin took the head of the table,
with myself on his right, Messrs. Douglass and Drayton on his left, and
the others apparently according to their rank. I mention this, as every
one appears to have a relative rank, privilege, and station assigned him,
and military etiquette prevails. The meal lasts no longer than is
necessary to satisfy hunger. With the officers who are clerks, business
is the sole object of their life, and one is entirely at a loss here who has
nothing to do. Fortunately I found myself much engaged, and there-
fore it suited me. The agreeable company of Dr. M’Laughlin and Mr.
Douglass made the time at meals pass delightfully. Both of these
gentlemen were kind enough to give up a large portion of their time
to us, and I felt occasionally that we must be trespassing on their
business hours. After meals, it is the custom to introduce pipes and
tobacco, It was said that this practice was getting into disuse, but I
should bave concluded from what I saw that it was at its height.

Canadian French is generally spoken to the servants : even those who
come out from England after a while adopt it, and it is not a little
amusing to hear the words they use, and the manner in which they
pronounce them.

The routine of a day at Vancouver is perhaps the same throughout
the year. At early dawn the bell is rung for the working parties, who
soon after go to work: the sound of the hammers, click of the anvils,
the rumbling of the carts, with tinkling of bells, render it difficult to
sleep after this hour. The bell rings again at eight, for breakfast; at
nine they resume their work, which continues till one; then an hour is
allowed for dinner, after which they work till six, when the labours of
the day close. At five o'clock on Saturday afternoon the work is
stopped, when the servants receive their weekly rations. &

_ Vancouver is a large manufacturing, agricultural, and commercial
depbt, and there are few if any idlers, except the sick. Ewerybody
seems to be in ag hurry, whilst there appears to be no obvious reason
for it.

Without making any inquiries, I heard frequent complaints made of
both the quantity and quality of the food issued by the Company to its
servants. I could not avoid perceiving that these complaints were well
founded, if this allowance were compared with what we deem a
sufficient ration in the United States for a labouring man. Many of
the servants complained that they had to spend a great part of the
money they receive to buy food: this is £17 per annum, out of
which they have to furnish themselves with clothes. They are
engaged for five years, and after their time has expired the Coms-
pany are obliged to send them back to England or Canada, if they
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it. Generalky, however, Wﬂ:ﬁm exptm they $ind -
selves in debt, and are obliged to serve an extra time to pay i
and not unfrequently, at the expiration of their engagement,

have become attached, or married, to some Indian woman or ha

T L

breed, and have children, on which account they find themselves

unable to leave, and continue attached to the Company’s service, and
in all respects under the same engagement as before. 1If they desire
to remain and cultivate land, they are assigned a certain portion, but
are still dependent on the Company for many of the necessaries of life,
clothing, &ec. This causes them to become a sort of vassal, and com-
pels them to execute the will of the Company. In this way, however,
order and decorum are preserved, together with steady habits, for few
can in any way long withstand this silent influence. The consequence
is, that few communities are to be found more well-behaved and orderly
than that which is formed of the persons who have retired from the
Company's service. That this power, exercised hy the officers of the
Company, is much complained of, I am aware, but I'am satisfied that
as far as the morals of the settlers and servants are concerned, it is
used for good purposes. For instance, the use of spirits is almost
entirely done away with. Dr. M'Laughlin has acted in a highly praise-
worthy manner in this particular. Large quantities of spirituous
liquors are now stored in the magazines at Vancouver, which the Com-
pany have refused to make an article of trade, and none is now used
by them in the territory for that purposé They have found this rule
highly beneficial to their business in several respects: more furs are
taken, in consequence of those who are engaged having fewer induce-
ments to err; the Indians are found to be less quarrelsome, and pursue
the ghase more constantly ; and the settlers, as far uI could hear, have
been uniformly prosperous.

~In order to show the course of the Company upon this sub;eolﬂ_ '

will mention ene circumstance. The brig Thomas H, Perkins'

here with a large quantity of rum on board, with other goods.  Dr.
M’Laughlin, on hearing of this, made overtures immediately for the
purchase of the whole cargo, in order to get possession of the whiskey
‘or rum, and succeeded. The Doctor mentioned to me that the liquor
was nﬂlliu - store, and, would not be sold in'the country, and added,
that the only object he had in buying the cargo was to pnavent the use
of the rum, and to sustain the temperance cause.

' settlers are also deterred from crimes, as the Company have tin-
nf.md,mgthem to Canada for trial, which is done with little

s of lhﬂmtml mhltﬁ cam’yﬁelr nccounh I?




4+,

g najnmmua COLUMBIA RIVER

~The interior of the houses in the fort are unpretending. They are
simply finished with pine board panels, without any paint : bunks are
built for bedsteads ; but ﬁlewllﬁh'lhough plain, is as comfortable as

'-tould be desired.

- Iwas mtmztuced to several of the missionaries: Mr. and Mrs. Smith,
of the American Board of Missions; Mr. and Mrs. Griffith, and Mr.
and Mrs. Clarke, of the Self-supporting Mission ; Mr. Waller of the
Methodist, and two others. They, for the most part, make Vancouver
their home, where they are kindly received and well entertained at no
expense to themelves. The liberality and freedom from sectarian
principles of Dr. M’Laughlin may be estimated from his being thus
hospitable to missionaries of so many Protestant denominations, al-
though be is a professed Catholic, and has a priest of the same faith
officiating daily at the chapel. Religious toleration is allowed in its
fullest extent. The dining-hall is given up on Sunday to the use,of the
ritual of the Anglican Chureh, and Mr, Douglass or a missionary reads
the service.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith had been in the country two years, and were
about leaving it for the Hawaiian Islands, in consequence of the ill
health of Mrs, Smith. Mr. Smith informed me that he had been
settled on the Kooskooskee, at a station called Kamia. There were no
Indians near that station, and connequantly little duty for a missiopary
to perform. All the above-named missions, except the Methodist,
came across the Rocky Mountains: they represented the pass through
them as by no means difficult, and that they had entertained no appre-
hension of she hostile Indians. They had accompanied a party of
fur-traders from St Louis, and gave a deplorable account of the dis-
sipation and morals of the party. Messrs. Griffith and Clar :
entirely disappointed in finding self-support here, and had it not been

- for the kindness of Dr. M'Laughlin, who took them in, they would

_bave suffered mpeh. Théy were advised to settle themselves on the
Faulitz Plains, where I have understood they have since taken land,
and suceeeded in acquiring quite respectable farms.

There are two large entrance gates to the *fort” for wagons and
carts, and one in the rear leading to the granaries and the garden:
the latter is quite extensive, occupying four or five acres, and contains
all kinds of vegetables and many kinds of fruit, with which the tables
are abundantly supplied by the gardeper, “Billy Bruce. After
‘William Bruce’s first term of service had expired, he was desirous of
returning to England, and was accordingly sent. This happened
«daring the visit of Dr. M’Laughlin to England. One day an acci-
dental meeting took place in a crowded street of London, where he
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d Dr. M'Laughlin to send him back to Vancouver. William
ice was accordingly taken again into employ, and sent back in the

aext ship.  In the mean time, however, he was sent lo Chiswick, the /
. seat of the Duke of Devonshire, to get a little more knowladgme! o

" his duties, and remained till the vessel sailed ; but no place was like
ancouver to him, and all his success here continues to be compured
with Chiswick, which he endeavours to surpass: this is alike creditable

10 both.

Besides the storehouses there is also a granary, which is a frame
building of two stories, and the only one, the rest befng built of logs.

In addition to these, there are extensive kitchens and apartments
for the half-breed and Indian children that the Company have taken
to bring up and educate. Of these there are now twenty-three boys
and fifteen girls, who claim the particular attention of Dr. M'Laughlin
and Mrs. Douglass. A teacher is employed for the boys, who super-
intends them not only in school, but in the field and garden. During
my stay au examnation took place, and although the pupils did not
prove very expert at their reading and writing, yet we had sufficient
evidence that they had made some improvement, and were in a fair
way to acquire the rudiments. Some allowance was to be made for
the boys, who had been constantly in the field under their teacher for
a few months past. Dr. M'Laughlin estimated the labour of four of
these small boys as equal to that of a man. It was an interesting sight
1o see these poor little cast-away fellows, of all shades of colour, from
the pure Indian to that of the white, thus snatched away from the
vices and idleness of the savage. They all speak both cEnglmh and
French; they are also instructed in religious exercises, in which I
thought they appeared more proficient than in their other studies,
These they are instructed in on Sunday, on which day they attend divine
worship twice. They were a ruddy set of boys, and when at work
had a busy appearance: they had plantéd and rajsed six hundred
bushels of potatoes; and from what Dr. M’Laughlin said to me, fully
maintain themselves. The girls are equally well cared for, and are
taught by a female, with whom they live and work.

An opinion has gone abroad, 1 do not know how, that at this post
there is a total disregard of morality and religion, and that vice pre-
dominates. As far as my observations went, I feel myself obliged to
state, that every thing seems to prove the contrary, and to bear testi-
mony that the officers of the Company are exerting themselves to

check vice, and encourage morality and religion, in a very marked

manner ; and that I saw no instance in which vice was tolerated in

.mdosm ﬁhave.mmmwnrﬁmmwmm;‘
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the example of the superiors, that the 'wbofe establishment is a pamﬁi'*

of good order and correct deportment.
This remark not only extends to this establishment, but as far as
our opportunities went (and all but two of their posts were visited),

‘the same good order- prevails throughout the country. Wherever the

‘operations of the Company extend, they have opened the way to
future emigration, provided the means necessary for the success of
emigrants, and rendered its peaceful occupation an easy and cheap
task.

The mode in which their trade is carried on, will give some idea of
the system pursued by the Company. All the imported goods are
divided into three classes, viz.: articles of gratuity, those of trade,
and those intended to pay for small services, labour, and provisions.
The first consiats of knives and tobacco; the second, of blankets, guns,
cloth, powder, and shot; the third, of shirts, handkerchiefs, ribands,
beads, &c. These articles are bartered at seemingly great profits,
and many persons imagine that large gain must be the result from the
Indian trade; but this is seldom the case. The Indians and settlers
understand well the worth of each article, and were not inclined to give
for it more than its real value, besides getting a present or “ potlatch”
to boot. The Company are obliged to make advances to all their
trappers, if they wish to be sure of their services; and from such a
reckless set, there is little certainty of getting returns, even if the
trapper has itin his power. In fact, he will not return with his season's
acquisitions, unless he is constrained to pursue the same course of
life for another year, when he requires a new advance, In order to

avoid losses by the departure of their men, the parties, some thirty or-

forty in number, are placed under an officer who has charge u#the
whole. These are allowed to take their wives and even families with
them ; and places, where 1hey are to trap during the seasoneon some
favourable grougd, are assigned to them. These parties leave Van-
couver in October, and return by May or June. They usually trap on
shares, and the portion they are to receive is defined by an agreement ;
the conditions of which depend very much upon their skill.

All the profits of the Company depend upon economical manage-
ment, for the quantity of peltry in this sectiop of the country, and
indeed it may be said the fur-trade on this side of the mountains, has
fallen off fifty per cent. within the last few years. It is indeed reported,

that this business at present is-hardly worth pursuing.

-3

“Mr. Douglass was kind enough to take me into the granary, which
contained wheat, flour, barley, and buckwheat. The wheat averaged

- sixty-three pounds to the bushel; hﬂuy yields twenty bushels 10 the
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'3 buckwheat, in some seasons, gives a good crop, but it is by no

s certain, owing to the early frosts; oats do not thrive well ;
peas, beans, and potatoes yield abundantly; little or no hay is !hade,
the cattle being able to feed all the year round on the natural h
which they find very nutritious, and fatten upomrit. The grass’
up rapidly in the beginning of summer; and the subsequent han!‘ﬂh‘
drought convert it into hay, in which all the juices are preserved.
Besides this, they have on the prairies along the river, two luxu-
riant growths of grass; the first in the spring, and the second soon
after the overflowing of the river subsides, which is’ generally in July
and August. The last crop lasts the remainder of the season. Neither
do they require shelter, -although they are penned in at night. The
pens are movable; and the use of them is not only for security against
the wolves, but to manure the ground.

The farm at Vancouver is about nine miles square. On this they
have two dairies, and milk nupwards of one hundred cows. There are
also two other dairies, situated on Wapauto Island on the Willamette,
where they have one hundred and fifty cows, whose milk is employed,
under the direction of imported dairymen, in making butter and cheese
for the Russian settlements.

They have likewise a grist and saw mill, both well constmouﬂ
about six miles above Vancouver, on the Columbia river.

One afternoon we rode with Mr. Douglass to visit the dairy-farm,
which lies to the west of Vancover, on the Callepuya. This was one
of the most beautiful rides I had yet taken, through fine prairies,
adorned with large oaks, ash, and pines. The large hérds of eattle
feeding and reposing under the trees, gave an air of civilization to the
scese, that is the only thing wanting in the other parts of the territory.

The water was quite high; and many of the little knolls were sar-

rounded, by it, which had the appearance of smal! islets brethng”‘m
wide expanse of overflowing water. -

This dairy is removed every year, which is fomd advantageous to
the ground, and affords the cattle better pasturage. The stock on the
Vancouver farm is about three thousand head of cattle, two thousand
five hundred sheep, and about three hundred brood mares. g
~ At the dairy, we were regaled with most excellent milk; and found

‘the whole establishment well managed by a Canadian and his wife.

They charn in barrel-machines, of which there are several ~All the
cattle look extremely well, and are rapidly 1mm
The cows give milk at the age of eightoen months. < Those am
ria Mngma a very small qmnﬂtyw!-milt-;'but when eros
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saw two or three very fine bulls, that had been imported
England. The sheep have lambs twice a year: those of the Cali-
fornia breed yield a very inferior kind of wool, which is inclined to
be bairy near the hide, and is much matted. This breed has been
crossed with the Leicester, Bakewell, and other breeds, which has
much improved it. The fleeces of the mixed breed are very heavy,
‘weighing - generally eight pounds, and some as much as twelve.
Merinos have been tried, but they are not found to thrive.

The Californian horses are not equal to those raised in Oregon:
those bred near Whallawalla are in the most repute.

In one of our rides we visited the site of the first fort at Vancouver:
it is less than a mile from the present position, and is just on the brow
of the upper prairie. The view from this place is truly beautiful:
the noble river can be traced in all its windings, for a long distance
through the cultivated prairie, with its groves and clumps of trees;
beyond, the eye sweeps over an interminable forest, melting into a
blue haze, from which Mount Hood, capped with its eternal snows,
rises in great beauty. The tints of purple which appear in the
atmosphere, are, so far as | am aware, peculiar to this country. This
site 'was abandoned, in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining
waler, and its distance from the river, which compelled them to
transport every article up a high and rugged road.. The latter
difficulty was encountered in the first location on the upper prairie,
because it was said that the lower one was occasionally flooded ; but
althongh this may have happened formerly, it is not found to occur at
present. i«

1 also visited the grist-mill, which is situated on a small stream,

_ but owing to the height of the river, which threw a quantity of bgek-
water on the wheel, it was not in action. The mill has one run of
stones, and is a well-built edifice. Annexed to it is the house of the
miller; who is algo the watchmaker of the neighbourhood. The mill
is amply sufficient for all the wants of the Company, and of the sur-
rounding eountry. The saw-mill is two miles beyond the grist-mill.
A similar mistake has been made in choosing its position, for the mill
is placed so low that for the part of the season when they have most
watar,»-tbny are unable to use it. There are in it several runs, of
I&W& mwkahly well built. In few buildings, indeed, can

materials be seen as are here used. The quality of timber cut
ferior to what we should deem merchantable in the
wnmmmhmr than our hemlock. The boards are

- shipped to the Sandwich Islands, and we here found the brig Wave
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dollars pper thousand. I could not ascertain their cost here. About
twenty men (Canadians and Sandwich Islanders) are employed at the
mill. '

. They have a large smith’s shop here, which, besides doing the work
of the mill, makes all the axes and hatchets used by the trappers.
The iron and steel are imported: the tools are manufactured at a
much less price than those imported, and are more to be depended on.
A trapper's success, in fact, depends upon his axe; and on this being
lost or broken, he necessarily relinquishes his labours, and returns un-
successful. 1 was surprised at seeing the celerity “with which these
axes are made. Fifty of them, it is said, can be manufactured in a
day, and twenty-five are accounted an ordinary day's work. They
are eagerly sought afier by the Indians, who are very particular that
the axe should have a certain shape, somewhat like a tomahawk.

From the mill we crossed over to one of the sheep-walks on the high
prairie. The soil on this is a light sandy loam, which yields a plentiful
crop of columbine, lupine, and cammass-flowers. Throughout these
upper prairies, in places, are seen growing pines of gigantic dimensions
and towering height, with their branches drooping to the ground, with
clumps of oaks, elders, and maple. These prairies have such an air
of being artificially kept in order, that they never cease to create sur-
prise, and it is difficult to believe that the hand of taste and refinement
has not been at work upon them.

On our way back to Vancouver, we met the droves of horses and
cattle that they were driving to the upper prairie, on account of the
rise of the river, and the consequent flooding of the low grounds.
This was quite an interesting sight. A certain number of brood mares
are assigned 1o each horse; and the latter, it is said, is ever mindful _
of his troop, and prevents them from straying. An old Indian is em-
ployed to watch the horses, who keeps them constant company, and is
quite familiar with every individual of his*® charge. We reached the
fort just at sunset, after a ride of twenty miles. I!.was such a sunset
as reminded me of home: the air was mild, and a pleasant breeze pre-
vailed from the west; Mount Hood showed itself in all its glory, rising
out of the purple haze with which the landscape was shrouded.

On this night, (2911\ May,) the waters of the Columbia took a rise

.gig‘hl.aun inches in ‘ten hours, and apprehensions were entertained
.thit the crops on the lower prame would be destroyed. The usual
time for the highest rise of the viver is in the middle of June, but the
heat Qf.theqnng ludmmmsr lsnuppwed to hnvammdmnﬁ‘
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cmumg a loss of a thousand bushels. Although the Co!u%
not overflow its banks any where except in the lower prairie, there are
quicksands in these, through which the water, before it reaches the
hmghc-of the embankment, percolates, and rises on the low m the.
~prairie. In consequence of the low temperature of thuvww, as |

have before observed, it chills and destroys the grain. '
- 1 witnessed the Columbia at its greatest and least h lndﬂo

" uﬁgamhaformedohtmiessseenatboﬂnﬂmeepochs. s flood
- isavery grand sight from the banks of the river at Vancouver, as it
passes swiflly by$ bearing along the gigantic forest trees, whose im-
mense trunks appear as mere chips. They frequently lodge for a time,
in which case others are speedily caught by them, which obstructing
the flow of the water, form rapids, until by a sudden rush the whole
is borne off’ to the ocean, and in time lodged by the currents on some
remote and savage island, to supply the natives with canoes. I also

witnessed the undermining of large trees on the banks, und occasional
strips of soil: thus does the river yearly make inroads on its banks,
and changes in its channels,

- From the circumstance of this annval inundation of the river
w:es, they will aiwnys be unfit for husbandry, yet they are admi-
xably adapted for grazing, except during the periods of high water.
‘There is no precaution that can prevent the inroad of the water. At
Vancouver they were at the expense of throwing up a long embank- Jt

~ ment of earth, but without the desired effect. It has been found that
“the crop of grain suffers in proportion to the quantity of the stalk im-
: m&' lnbes the wheat is completely covered, a partial harvedt may

and June, was 42°, while in Baptembar it had mcmhi &_' ﬁ‘ '
“waters. of the Columbia have no fertilizing qua!ihnu,wﬁﬂ: is
' whep the extent of its course is considered : on the con-
‘said, from experience, to deteriorate and exhaust the soil.
taken up, quite clear, although it has a turbid look as it
ﬂpnnuties of fine sand are however bome along. and m; .




- Ay
% ‘S‘_I""\

-
L
£~ &
ﬂ
a
o
E
iib
—
>
H
ﬂ
-
=
o5

on the oakmanqs in themnmem

hem onmywayup.ihe:im o e
‘tnore -luppliu. s, inconsequence, """ﬂ" state :
those a.lrendy gi’zsn dmm‘ﬁﬁdﬁ se pre-

,"‘(g




—
P

. CONTENTS.

“‘Wo " '. | _. J_‘:







pable of carrying tarsi ‘
all draft of water;




242 WILLAMETTE VALLEY.

glad to seek for higher ground to encamp on, for the purpose of
escaping them.

The Willamette river is generally about one-fourth of a mile w:de.
For the distance of four miles from its entrance into the Columbia its

banks are low, and during the rise of the latter are overflowed, its

waters being backed into the Willamette. There is little current to
contend with in this river during this season. After passing this low
ground, the banks become high and precipitous, and are in only a few
places susceptible of cultivation.

We encamped on the island occupied by the young Americans, of
whom 1 spoke in the preceding chapter, and close to the place where

they were building their vessel. ' The group of which it is ono, is called

the Oak Islands.

On landing, we were introduced to them all. They had reached

the Oregon country by crossing the Rocky Mountains, a year before,
and worked on the Willamette, where they first proposed to settle
themselves; but they found that that was out of the question, as there
was little or no prospect of their being contented, and they were
now bent upon leaving the country at all hazards, Every one with
whom I spoke gave them a good character, except one, and I found
that, shortly after my visit, he had been turned out of the partner-
ship.
" The vessel they were building was a small schooner. One of their
number having served a short time in a ship-yard in the United States,
the rest were employed as his assistants, catting timber and preparing
the plank, which they procured from the cedar on the banks of the
river.

I sxplained to them the cavse of Dr. M'Laughlin’s refusal to assist
them, which they denied most positively. I then told them it was
proper fur them to deny having authorized any trick or deception, on
doing which I was sure they would receive any assistance that lay in
the power of Dr. M'Laughlin. This they subsequently did, and I was
informed that they then received all the aid he had it in his power to
give.

I tried to dissuade these young men from making their voyage; for 1
found, on conversing vith them, that not one of them knew any thing
about the sailing of a vessel or navigation. 1 therefore knew how
great dangers they would experience on the voyage even to Caliﬁmda
whither they intended to go, with the intention of taking ua-aﬁr

the way on the coast of Oregon. Anertlwiumnlmsnn incisco

it was their plan to sell their vessel and cargo, if

nate enough to obtain any, or if not, to go dtm: m

Q
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mﬂm m&mﬂmby dnmyaf-
Mexico or Texas. : ool "
lvmu*mchpﬂmmmmbmymeyefupﬁuw
characteristic of our countrymen, with which mmmm
Mh o L

- Before I left the Columbia in September, they asked mhacun-
letter for their protection; at the same time informing me that their
vessel was launched, met their expectations, and was called the «Star
of Oregon.” -
+ The grove of ofk on this island was beautiful, forming an m
wood, with no undergrowth. The species that grows here is a white-
oak, of very close grain. Its specific gravity is much greater than
waterj and it is used for the purposes to which we apply both oak and
hickory. It makes excellent hoops for casks, and is the only timber
of this region that is considered durable.

- The next.morning, I left the boat-builders, after -assuring them that
they should have all the assistance 1 could give them in their outfit.

After we had embarked, we were told by our guide, Plumondon,
that he had with him saddles and bridles, and orders for horses, &e.,
in order that we might meet with no delay or inconvenience in our
trip up the Willamette. I felt these kind attentions and the manner
they were bestowed; and it gives me great pleasure to aclmowledg’c
how much we were benefited by them.

Early on the morning of the 5th, we set out for the falls of ﬁn
Willamette. As they are approached, the river becomes much nar-
rower ; and the banks, which are of trap rock, more precipitous. This
river is navigable for small vessels, even at its lowest stage, as high as
the mouth of the Klackamus, three miles below its falls, In thgbw
_state of the river; there is a rapid at the Klackamus.

- We reached the falls about noon, where we found the mmw
‘station under the, charge of the Rev. Mr. Waller. The Hudson Bay
Company have a trading-post here, and are packing fish, which the

- Indians catch in great quantities. This is said to be one of the best
salmon-fisheries on the river.

- There was a petty dispute between Mr. Waller and the Company,
and he complained of them. It seems that the Company refuse to buy
any beayer-skins, except from the hunters and trappers ; and he accuses

T amﬂpnl,\;gwmoqmnoe. The Copdpany, on the other hand,
at they have m idea of selling goods out of their own stores, for

of enabling others to enter into competition with them ; and

2 no expense lo keep the trade, as long astheym.

"This is eertainly not unfair. 1 cannot helpfeehpx
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getting by. They are seen to dart out of the foam beneath and reach *
about two-thirds of the height, at a single bound : those that thus
passed the apex of the running water, succeed ; but all that fell short,
were thrown back again into the foam. I never saw so many fish
collected together before { and the Indians are constantly employed in
taking them, They rig out two stout poles, long enough to projeet
over the foaming cauldron, and secure their larger ends to the rocks.
On the outer end they make a platform for the fisherman to stand on,
who is perched on it with a pole thirty feet long in hand, to which the
net is fastened by®a hoop four feet in diameter : the net is made to slide
on the hoap, 5o as to close its mouth when the fish is taken. The mode
of using the net is peculiar : they throw it into the foam as far up the
stream as they can reach, and it being then quickly carried down, the
fish who are running up in a contrary direction, are caught. Some-
times twenty large fish are taken by a single person in an hour; and
itiis only surprising that twice as many should not be caught.

WiLLAMETTH FALLR

\ The river at the falls is three hundred and ﬂfty yards wide, and is
~greatest fall twenty-five feet. When the wgter is not very high, the
- rapids begin some distance above the falls. Some of the Indians are
~in the habit of coming down in canoes te the briuk of the falls, where

Wmm 1emsel by thrusung down poles in tbe cmwcesoftbe
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mwma&wlbeofumbmﬂnm,uzhaywﬁw i
- fattest. It is said from these places ﬂﬂﬁmmwm

tinctly passing up, and are taken y 3 but few Imllglim
‘willing or expose themselves to .!h&::kyof fishing there. The number
of Indians at the Willamette Falls during the fishing season, is about
seventy, including all ages and sexes: there are others who visit the
falls in canoes for fish, which at times will raise the number fo not far
from one hundred. Those fish which are unable fo get up, remain
some time at the falls, very much exhausted, and finally resort to the
smaller streams below.  Mr. Drayton’s sketch of the m&sr
the vignete. e
The rocks here change their character wlthm a few milas. -HM
wimmn scoria, vesicular lava, and pudding-stone, intermingled with
bloeks of trap, and many crystals of quartz, occur. My attention was
'wm this particularly by old Mr. Moore, who had set up his claims
1o the west side of the falls, communicating to me in confidence that
he intended to erect furnaces for smelting iron, &c. Although I saw
‘the old man some time aflerwards, and told him of his mistake, he
would not believe that he had been in error. On the rocks are to be
seen large knots of lamprey eels, worming themselves up, which make
them look at a little distance as if alive with snakes. -
After spending some time at the falls, we returned to the hmm and.
_thence passed over to the west side of theé river in a boat. Plumondon
informed us that all our baggage had been transported overthe portage,
which is about a third of a mile in length. o I o
Op landing, we passed through an Indian village, whlﬁhm
' Jutely swarming with fleas; a filthier place cannot be-found in Oregon.
4 Before we reached our boat, a heavy shower of rain overtook us, and
‘gave us a good drenching ;. we, however, émbarked for Camp Maude
. duSable. We now found our progress very different from what we
3 mmdﬂ below the falls: the current was strong, and we mdg‘but
little headway; our boatmen being intent upon mhmw
e smallest eddies, we were continually crossing and recrossing du’b
iver fo mm The banks had become much higher and more
M;.‘m‘tofﬂ\a river is considered dangerous whenthg S
_ ents.frequently oceurs for
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“our tents on the wet ground in the rain. '
¢ passed through water over our shoes. The'm '
arance of belonging to-a white man, but his welco
ads for muny things. thre‘ wm_ X

s o -=m-,forxfoundmmwm chars
hﬁlmen, and lhﬁ mneh phuiliw'i'n listening to




pen and killed a.‘calf, regudien of the dogw;maan’ﬂhﬁwﬁ
2 ~ given on the night of our stay, when all the gmmhwn.
Lo Mmmugbmmdemgnﬁngmdy 1o scare away dozens of
e them: b A8 1 NG H
- We were informed that there are paemy of elk, auammam

{.

ur-is also common. The flesh of the latter animal is

: eemed. Wild ducks and geese are quite numerous ;,JT

ring and fall, covering the rivers, lakes, and ponds. Tl

! are four houses and three Jodges in sight of Mﬁmn'a ﬁmn, =5
- whenee all the neighbours called to see us. They were just the sort j]

‘of men one would expect to see.in such a place. One was an old

- man by the name of Cannon, who had been one of the party with

- Lewis and Clarke, and was from his own account the only remaining

;. ‘one in the country. He likes the country, and says he thinks therc
s no necessity for Dr. M'Langhlin’s authority or laws to govern it L




e flea s both aguad ﬂmm lhh:iﬁ,m

' .-Mm wi’mﬂ horses waiting, mder' dwrs- qs.____ & -,-jj
~La Framboise, who is in the employ of the Complny.mdwnsvu’ ot

happy to see us. He originally came out in the ship Tonquin, and .
~ wasope of the party that landed at Astoria, where he has vesided ever
mﬂe.mlhqrmﬂwempbyoftheNorthweﬂoandwanM =

- WMmhelhdhwmmm.mdmﬂmuorpumma}wh
~ great epergy and activity,of both mind and body, indomitable courage,
18 v;mtynf a Frenchman. He has travelled in all parts of
:i-—o ] '\": mmy‘mﬂltﬂmamdhm mﬁﬂm
% .' by whnh;,w he has insured his safety. From him 1 derived
~ much information, and to him all parties refer as possessing the most
~ accurate knowledge of the country. He generally has charge of a
= party, and was formerly engaged in trapping; but of late years pass-
| ingthrough the country to California and back. Had it not been for
" his proneness to dissipation, I am informed he would have risen in
'+ the Company's service. To me he complained that he had not re-
~ eeived whas he considered his due, and that he was no better off’ than

2

wm’bﬁrp, ao.ymg. “he was still Michel La Framboise, on@
Mﬂtwith a guide of such ininihgmea; and hﬁq
horses, we rode through the Willamette Vallgy.
~many small firms, of from fifty to one hundred -
1o the old servants of the Company; Canadian AR

ey all appear very comfortable and \ %
ahbe Cathohc mmmmmm .4
' AR

'I(’Lnughho, and who M‘m
it is here settled amonghuﬁuﬁ n¢



X : mmmg the pmmtcangmg&tion. , ?
¥ They are erecting a large and comfortable. ‘house for Mr. Bm;helﬁl,

© after which it is intended to extend the chapel. These houses are _‘-f

_ situated on the borders of an extensive level j ‘which is va:y"_.‘ oo |

fertile, having a rich deep alluvial soil; they also lfave near them a e
forest of pine, oak, &c. They are now occupied in turning upqu sosl

~ fields for the first time. Mr. Bachelét informed me that it was in-

hed -rnycm:. gmi ﬂiat it MM Mm
e Mmﬁmd all the settlers were living with

tended tom.mmghﬁf land under cnlﬁumwmply a large com-

-since married, and thus legalized connm .

efbiitha A
%uw*mmhehdﬁmwwmmwmwomm_ IR

and hew it very successful. There were about thirty Cana-
dian families settled here, besides abnuuwentnmwhn hamm
fised residence, and are labourers. The number of Indians is e

- mated at between four and five hundred, including all ¢
ﬂ:ﬂg«--c%mﬂ ummmw
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éﬂt dgﬁn ﬁi{"‘ciug‘hrmy'dya was a patent threshing machine in the

Whmdamhthe%hoﬁswludﬂhcﬂéﬁ:lmhﬂtwhen
 they first settled here. 1In the neighbourhood are the wheelrights and

- blacksmith’s, together with their work-shops, belonging o the mission,

. and, about a mile 16 the east, the hospital, built by Dr. White, who
- was formerly attached to this mission. I was informed by many of

 the settlers that this gentleman had rendered very essential service to

this district. His connesion with the mission was dmo!vadﬂsnba

e returned to the United States.* . .
b ‘The hospital is now used for dwellings by some of the dﬁmmm
' . Itu}j:ethaps.!he“bﬁtbuﬂdihgmﬂmgonmdnc&ﬁo&atesu
present four families: it is a well-built frame edifice, with a double
piazza in front. 'Mr. Abernethy and his wife entertained us kindly.

1. He is the secular agent of' the mission. Order and neatness prevail in’
~ their nice apartments, where they made us very comfortable, and gave
~ us such hospitality as we should receive at home. It seemed an out-
 of-the-way place to find persons of delicate habits, struggling with

- difficulties such as they have to encounter, and mconmg“ih%

- cheerfulness and good temper. =

ol Near the hospital are two other houses, built of logs, mm‘ef which
- Dr. Babeock, the physician of the mission, lives. '

- Ko We paid Dr. Babeock a visit in the evening, and found him com-

.F; "__ fortably lodged. He stated to me that the country was healthy,

ﬂ:bpotto fever and ague on the low grounds, but in high and dry
situations he believed they would be free from it. A few other disgases.
isted, but they were of a mild character, and readily yiclded fo
@nphwm ‘He is also of opinion that the fever and agn&bwﬁ
‘ ‘seastn, as the individuals become acclimated.

¢ Methodist Mission are situated on tb&h!ﬁ

n mikrm ‘Champooing, in a southern direction.

WILLAMETTE VALLEY. 35}" ""

~ although difring the months of August and September, they were

_&b‘ﬁ" __ma%ﬁxwededﬁmhmthm!brahngthdm 3

on a rich plain adjacent to fine fomﬂhf‘ui* s .,.1..
e about eight miles beyond the Catholic Mission, -
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» ~ We had the expectation of getting a sight of the Indians on whom they
" were inculeating good habits and teaching the word of God; but with
the exception of four Indian servants, we saw none since leaving the

?o.

there was an evident want of the attention required to keep things in
repair, and an absence of neatness that I regretted much to witness.

- Catholic Mission. On inquiring, I was informed that they had a school
of twenty pupils, some ten miles distant, at the mill; that there were

L but few adult Indians in the neighbourlivod; and that their intention

- and principal hope was 1o establish a colony, and by their example to

induce the white settlers to locate near those over Whom they trusted

1o exercise a moral andrdlgmm:;ﬂmee. -
A committee ofsﬁwrprlampnngin; memmf the mission, waited
i upon me to consult and ask my ad ] ve to the establishment of
- laws, &;c. ;; &W Mﬁﬁrﬂw arguments and reasons

strong to induce the step.

ﬁw with them entirely as to the necessity or pojlcyofmdqpung
ge.

- Ist. Wum of tiuir wmtaf ugbt,-u,&mmshmg for lnn
: Wﬂ'ﬂolm WM ‘minority of‘lhg_mh oo

" their ﬁm and stock. 1 coui‘d not view this subject in such a light,

?Hﬁ
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by the Catholic portion of the settlers. 1 therefore could not aveid i

drawing their attention to the fact, that after all the various officers
they proposed making were appointed, there would be no subjects
for the law to deal with. I further advised them to wait until the
government of the United States should throw its mantle over them.
These views, I was afterwards told, determined a postponement of their
intentions,
Dr. Babcock and others, myself and officers, were tendered an invi-
tation from the American settlers of the Willamette, to partake of a
ath of July dinnér with them, which I was obliged to decline, on
-account of the various duties that pressed upon ug.
The next day the gentlemen of the mission proposed a ride to what
they term * the Mill,” distant about nine miles, in a southeast direction.
We passed, in going thither, several fine prairies, both high and low.
The soil on the higher is of a gravelly or light nature, while on the
Jower it is a dark loam, intermixed with a bluish clay.. The prairies
are at least one-third greater in extent than the forest: they were again
seen carpeted with the most luxuriant growth of flowers, of the richest
tints of red, yellow, and blue, extending in plwundutamm
to twenty miles. . =
The timber we saw consisted of the hwwdwhneoak,doﬂu.phe
and fir.
: Werenohed"thu%n”hymou.whmhemmofamlﬂgmimd
o saw mill on the borders of an extensive prairie. They are both under
20 the same roof, and are worked by a horizontal wheel. The grist-mill
v will mot grind more than ten bushels a day; and during the whole
- summer both mills are idle, for want of water, the stream on which
ﬂeym mua%ed bung a very small one, emptying into the Wllllﬂ.

ﬂot in a condition to be visited or mspactod.

Their appearance was any thing but pleasing
1 must own 1 was greatly disappointed, for 1
'nrder and neatuegs at least would have

e searly grown up, ragged and half-clothed, lom

*
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missionaries, as they told e, have made individual selectivns of lands
to the amount of one thousand acres each, in prospect of the whole
country falling under our laws.

We received an invitation from Mr. Raymond to take dinner, wlnch
we accepted ; previous to which, I rode about two miles, to the situa-
tion selected by the Rev. Mr. Hines, in company with that gentleman.
On our way, he pointed out to me the site selected for the seminary,
&c. We found Mr. Hines's family encamped under some oak trees,

in a beautiful prairie, to which place he had but just removed; he.

intended putting up his house at onee, and they had the ordinary com-
forts about them. We returned, and found the table well spread with'
good things, consisting of salmon, pork, potted cheese, strawberries
and cream, and nice hot cakes, and an ample supply for the large
company.

We were extremely desirous of obtaining information relative to the
future plans of these missionaries as to teaching and otherwise for-
warding the civilization of the Indian boys; but from all that we could
learn from the missionaries, as well as lay members, my impression
was, that no fixed plan of operations has yet been digested; and I was
somewhat surprised to hear them talking of putting up extensive build-
ings for missionary purposes, when it is fully apparent that there is but
a very limited field for spiritual operations in this part of the country.
The number now attached and under tuition are probably all that can
be converted, and it does not exceed the number of those attached to
the mission. I was exceedingly desirous of drawing their attention to
the tribes of the north, which are a much more numerous "and hardier
race, with a healthy climate. It is true that a mission station has been
estaklished at Nisqually, but they are doing nothing with the native
tribes, and that post is only on the borders of many larger tribes to the
northward. As the holders of a charge, committed to their hands by
a persevering and enlightened class of Christians at home, who are
greatly interested in their doings and actions, they will be hddm
sible for any neglect in the great cause they have unde
advance, and in which much time and money have »M h
spent. RS
- That all may Judga of the extent of this ﬁdd‘nf mmqnﬁ!abours.
1 will enumerate the nupbers of Indians within its limits. Nisqually,
two hundred ; Clatsop, two hundred and nine ;. Chinooks, two hundred
and twenty; Kilamukes, four hundred; Callapuyas, six hundred;
mlsi, two hundred and ﬁﬂy say in all this district, two thousand

; and this field is in part occupled  Catholics, as | have

re stated. OF these, the Methodmmmh_e ungu their
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]
instruction, if so it may be called, twenty-five at the Willamette
station; at the Dalles, and occasionally on the Klackamus river, are
the only places where divine service is attempted. I would not have
it understood that by these remarks I have any desire to throw blame
on those who direct or are concerned in this missionary enterprise, or
to make any imputations on the labourers; but I feel it a duty I owe
my countrymen, to lay the truth before them, such as we saw it. I
am aware that the missionaries come out to this country to colonize,
and with the Chyistian religion as their guide and law, to give the
necessary instruction, and hold out inducements to the Indians to quit
their wandering habits, settle, and become cultivators of the soil. This
object has not been yet attained in any degree, as was admitted by the
missionaries themselves; and how it is to be effected without baving
constantly around them large numbers, and without exertions and
strenuous efforts, [ am at a loss to conceive. 1 eannot but believe,
that the same labour and money which have been expended here,
would have been much more appropriately and usefully spent among
the tribes about the Straits of Juan de Fuea, who are numerous, and
fit objects for instruction.

At the Rev. Mr. Hines's I had another long conversation relative to
the laws, &c. The only instance (which speaks volumes for the good
order of the settlers), of any sort of crime being committed since the
foundation of the settlement, was the stealing of a horse ; and a settler
who had been detected stealing his neighbour’s pigs, by enticing them
to his house, dropping them into his cellar, where they were slaughtered
and afterwards eaten. The theft was discovered by the numbers of
bones frequently found around his premises. He was brought to a
confess:on, and compelled to pay the value of the stolen hogs, ﬁnﬂ?

the foree of publie opinion.
=  took leave of Mr. Raymond and his party, wishing thefn m
:., km labours, and rode back over the fine prairies at a full gallop, in
i mﬂﬁbn*that seemed most convenient to save us distance. We -

---r- ﬁiMsmwm Sxtent: o shisidistasies beyond, it
d inronds into the rich soil of these bottom lands. The
haraoter that all old lo@houses aoquite.and I was

& a comfortable mghb, to avoid them.
‘erossing the river, which is too deep to be .
dred yards wide. Its banks were twemty
ratified layers of alluvium. On the shore -
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of the river, which consists of a shingle beach some two hundred feet
wide, are to be found cornelians, agates, and chalcedony, among the
loose pieces of basalt of which it is composed. The current was found
to run at the rate of three miles an hour, although the water was said
to be low. An old canoec was procured, in which we passed over,
while one of the horses was led, and swam by its side: the rest were
driven into the water, and followed to the opposite side. Here we met
George Gay, who was travelling with his Indian wife: he told us that
he would join us on our trip to the Yam Hills, which we proposed to
make the next day.

We found our camp established by Plumondon, near the residence
of Mr. O'Neill, formerly the property of the Rev. Mr. Leslie: it lies
about a mile from the river, in a pretty, oval prairie, containing about
three or four hundred acres, with a fine wood encircling it. Sixty of
these are under cultivation; about forty in wheat, that was growing
luxariantly.

Three years since, O'Neill came to the valley with only a shirt to his
back, as he expressed it: he began by working part of this farm, and
obtained the loan of cattle and other articles from Dr. M’Laughliu, all
of which he has, from the natural increase of his stock and out of his
crops, since repaid. He has bought the farm, has two hundred head of
stock, horses to ride on, and a good suit of clothes, all earned by his
own industry; and he says it is only necessary for him to work one
month in the year to make aliving: the rest of the time he may amuse
himself. He spoke in the highest terms of Dr. M’Laughlin, and the
generous aid he had afforded him in the beginning. This farm is the
best we have seen, in every respect ; and it is not only well arrangad,
but +as many advantages from its location. The success of O'Neill
is a proof of what good education and industrious habits will do, and it
is pleasifg to see the happiness and consideration they produce. M
O'Neill is also a mechanic, and has gained much of his wealth in that
way : he ploughs and reaps himself, and is assisted by a few Indians,
whom. he has the tact to manage. He has a neat lmohﬁnm
every thing that a person in his situation can desire. e

'The Rev. Mr. Leslie, who lives with O'Neill, invited us to the hoa‘p:-
tality of his roof, butwe preferred our camp to putting him to any
inconvenience. v
- The next day (9th nf %Iune) we started for the Yam Hills, whir,h
divide the valleys of the Willamette and Faulitz. They are of but
moderate elevation: the tops are easily reached on horseback, and
“every part of them which I saw was deemed susceptible of cultivation,
The soil is a reddish clay, and bears few marks of anywuh from the
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rains. These hills are clothed to the very top with grass, and afford
excellent pasturage for cattle, of which many were seen feeding on
them. On our route through the Yam Hills, we passed many settlers’
establishments. From their top, the view is not unlike that from Mount
Holyoke, in Massachusetts, and the country appears as if it were as
much improved by the hand of civilization. The oak trees sprinkled
over the hills and bottoms have a strong resemblance to the apple-
orchards. The extent of country we looked over is from twenty-five to
thirty miles, all of which is capable of being brought tothe highest state
of cultivation. There are in truth few districts like that of the vallcy
of the Faulitz,

We passed one or two brick-kilns, and finally reached the new resi-
dence of George Gay, one of the most remote on this side of the river.
George had reached home with his wife and two children not long
before us. His dwelling was to all appearance a good shanty, which
contains all his valuables. George is of that lazy kind of lounging
figure so peculiar to a backwoodsman or Indian. He has a pretty and
useful Indian wife, who does his bidding, takes care of his children and
horses, and guards his household and property. The latter is not
bulky, for superfluities with George are not to be found, and when he
and his wife and children are seen travelling, it is manifest that his all
is with him, George is a useful member of society in this small com-
munity: he gelds and marks cattle, breaks horses in, and tames cows
for milking, assists in finding and driving cattle,—in short, he under-
takes all and every'sort of singular business; few things are deemed
by him impbssibilities: and lastly, in the words of one of the settlers,
“(George is not a man Lo be trifled or fooled with.” T felt, when I had
him for my guide, that there were few difficulties he could notever-
-gome. He is full as much of an Indian in habits as a white man ean
be. He told me he bore the Indians no love, and is indeed #terror to
them, having notunfrequently applied Lynch law to some of them with
much effect. The account he gave of himself is, that he was born of

~ English parents, but became, before he had grown up, more than half
_ Indian, and was now fully their mateh. 1 will add, that he is quite

‘equal to them in artifice. He passes for the best lasso-thrower in the
country, and is always ready to eat, sleep, a frolic: his wife and
children are to him as his trappings. He has pvith all this many good
points about him.  Thave séen him, while travelling with me, dart off
for half a mile to assist a poor Indian boy who was unable to cateh his
horse, lam : W*ﬂn bov on, and return at full gallop. All

this was done in it to be his every-dsy practice ; uid
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his general character throughout the settlement is, that Geo@ l'!" ewr o

ready to help those in trouble.

‘On our return towards the road, we passed the farm of one of Dr
M’Laughlin’s sons, who has settled here, and has an extensive portion
of the prairie fenced in. This part of Willamette Valley is a prolonged
level, of miles in extent, circumscribed by the woods, which have the
appearance of being attended to and kept free from undergfowth. This
is difficult to account for, exeept through the agency of fire destroying
the seeds. The Indians are in the habit of burning the country yearly,
in September, for the purpose of drying and procuring the seeds of the
sunflower, which they are thus enabled to gather with more ease, and
which form a large portion of their food. That this is the case appears
more probable from the fact that since the whites have had possession
of the country, the undergrowth is coming up rapidly in places.

‘In passing through the Willamette, T had a good opportunity of
contrasting the settlers of different countries; und, while those of
French descent appeared the most contented, happy, and comfortable,
those of the Anglo-Saxon race showed more of the appearance of
business, and the “ go-ahead” principle so much in vogue at home.

The most perfect picture of content I saw was a French Canadian
by the name of La Bonte, on the Yam Hill river, who had been a long
time in the service of the Hudson Bay Company. This man was very
altentive to us, and assisted in getting our horses across the river,
which, though but a few rods wide, is yet deep and attended with
much difficulty in passing.

The sudden rises of this river are somewhat remarkable and difficult
to be accounted for, as there does not appear from the face of the
coustry to be much ground drained by it. The perpendicular height
of the flood is, at times, as much as thirty feet, which was marked
very disfinctly on the trees growing on its banks.

Ha.wng heard that the farm of the late Mr. Yoting was lhp most
beautiful spot in this section of the country, 1 determined to visit it, and
for this purpose crossed the Yam Hills again. When we reached the
top, we again had a view of the Faulitz Plains, which were highly
picturesque.  The hills here were covered, as we had found them
before, with wall-flowers, lupmas. scilla, and quantities of ripe straw-
berries. Mr. Young’s dfarm is situated in a valley, running east and
west, which seems to unite that of Willamette and Faulitz. The
situation did not meet my high-raised expectations, though it is fine.
‘M. Young was one of the first pioneers and mﬂmwﬁis country
W""wﬁm difficulty. .M mﬁ ﬁma he W desirous of esta-
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hﬁghiqmllery. but through the influence of Mr. Slacum, who m‘
on a visit to Oregon as an agent of our government, he relinquished
the idea, notwithstanding he bad already meurred considerable ex-
pense. -

Mr. Young was, at the time, of opmwn that unless they had caltlc,
to which he believed the country was well adapted, they never could
succeed in greating a successful settlement, and it was necessary to go
to considerable expense to obtain them from California, as the Hudson
Bay Company, or rather the Puget Sound Company, would not part
with any. Mr. ‘Blacum generously offered to advance the money
necessary, and to give as many Americans as desired it, a free passage
to San Franeisco, in California, there to purchase stock and to drive
them through to the Willamette. This was accordingly done, and
after many difficulties, the cattle reached the Willamette in 1839, Mr.
Young took charge of the share of Mr. Slacum, which then amounted
to twenty-three. Previous to our arrival on the Northwest Coast, we
heard from the United States of the death of Mr. Slacum, and on our
arrival there that of Mr. Young was also made known to me. The
funds and property of Mr. Young, by general consent of the settlers,
were put into the hands of the Rev. Mr. Leslie, who acted as adminis-
trator, and informed me that at the division of Mr. Young's cattle,
eighty-six had been put aside as the share of Mr. Slacum, after the
proportion of loss and accidents had been deducted, making the in-
crease in four years, sixty-three. Of these cattle no other care had
ever been taken than to drive them into the pens for protection at
night. Mr. Slacum’s share was subsequently sold at the request of his
nephew, who was a midshipman on board my ship, to Dr. M"Laughlin
for eight hundred and sixty dollars—ten dollars a head.

The Willamette is now, through the interest felt and advances made
by Mr. Slacum, well supplied with cattle, which are fast incaeasing in
numbers. 1s

- We found the farm of Mr. Young very much out of order, although
I understood that two persons had been put in charge of it on wages at
one dollar a day. The farm-house at which we stopped, was entirely
open, and every thing seemed to be going fast to ruin. Johnson, in
hunting about the premises, found a sick man, a pative of the Sandwich
Islands, lying in @ bunk. Tn a small kitchen palf a pig was hanging
by its bind legs, roasting over a slow firesand every thing seemed
in confusion, Wauau not stay long, but rode on to his saw-mill,
which wew :y;mhm It was badly located, although erected at
much expense, for there was little timber of value in the pei m
hood. Shorlly after Mr. Young's death the mill-dam was w

e Y
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away, and there was no money to erect it again, even if it had been
thought desirable to do so. We found it wholly deserted. 1 was
desirous of having some further search made for the bones of a masto-
don, parts of whose skeleton had been obtained by Captain Goach,
master of a small vessel engaged in the salmon-fishery, a few months
before our arrival. On the locality being pointed out, I found that the
mass of the dam and other alluvial deposits had been heaped upon
the place, and created such an obstruction as would have rendered
their removal an herculean task, and have wqmred some weeks’
labour.

Neither I nor my officers had time to spare to nccomphah this task ;
besides, it was very probable that the bones, which had been repre-
sented to me as nearly denuded prior to the flood, had been washed
away and lost. The bank in which the bones were found is composed
of red marl and gravel.

After leaving the mill, we had a long ride before us; for it was our
intention to reach Champooing before dark. The country, as we
approached that place, became much more thickly settled, and the
ground stony. Before dark we reached a deserted house, belonging
to George Gay, opposite to Champooing, and formerly occupied by
Mr. Young. Finding the stream difficult to cross, we determined to
take up our quarters in this house. About two miles {rom our stop-
ping-place, we passed some salt springs, to which the cattle and game
resort in greal numbers: they are strongly saline, and cover a con-
siderable extent of ground. This is considered, as Johnson informed
e, the best grazing ground for their cattle, '

In consequence of the baggage-horses and party losing their way,
they_did not reach the camp until near midnight.

ortly after our arrival, George Gay was employed *to bm&
in,” as he called it, a cow for milking! Thm operahon, as performed
by Goorge. however necessary, was not calculated tg raise him in any
one's opinion, and therefore | shall not venture upon a description,

farther than to say, that the treayment the poor beast weeiw;h

my opinion as unnecessary as it was cruel.
In the evening, we had a visit from Mr. Moore anii samﬂof&'

other neighbours, Gﬂdﬁl was much amused with the various accounts
l.heygnw of their trappers’ life. 1 must here express the correct

views they entertained rglative to the introduction of spirits into the
settlement.  To my surprise, they seemed to be of an unanimous
opinion that_spiritous liquors would soon destroy them; iﬂm
s visit they have entered into an agreement among them-
selves to fabgcr-ﬁlh use. Ifisa wise determination, and as long as
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he coun wﬂl‘ihnve. Butsh&dﬂthu[ﬂstbeintrqdmed.
drgnkenness will probably reach a he;ghl. unknown else-
ich is the ease with which a livelihood is gameﬁ here,
S ~persons may be supported, and indeed grow rich, in idjeness.
~ According to the inhabitants, one month i in a year of labour is all that
- is required for a comfortable support. This labour consists in preparing
the ground, putting the seed into it, and when it is ripe, reaping the
harvest. Cattle, as 1 have before said, require no proteetion or care,
except to guard them from the wolves. Two-thirds of the m the
settlers is conseqdently ut their own disposal; ahd unless €
with its moral influence, is attended to strictly in this young settlement,
these very advantages will prove its curse. On the missionaries who
“have settled here will depend in a greal measure the future character
of the inhabitants; and on them also will rest the responsibility of
maintaining the morals, as well as superintending the education, of the
rising population. 1 trust'they will both see, and feel the great neces-

. sity of that strict attention to their duties necessary to insure success.

. . In the morning, before dawn, the two Indian boys belonging to
ar Johnson came over to our hut for the purpose of looking for their
" milk-pans. Unknown to us, we had laid on its side, for a seat, a
'F- cupboa.rd which contained them. This the boys came in search of,

and in their haste awoke Mr. Drayton, who naturally thought they
‘intended to steal some of our things: he accordingly pelted them with
. our boots and shoes, and all other articles that came to hand.
aroused us all, when a general outcry was raised, and the Indian
made a preeipitate retreat, not, however, before thsy lud secmtd ue
ob]ectlaf their search, S
calkfas wecmmdtherwarwlnhm andl = ..I
more impressed with the filth, hm.h in and om R
.o P ﬁp -— ‘ga
* that Mr. Drayton shodd mp‘ﬂ g
that I should pass through the castern part of the
:horseback, 0] ma.ch the falb b,y ‘dark, This




?ﬂ’!ﬁm whueactlvityeou!d ‘not rest content
She had followed the mlhioﬁ"ﬂ?t'!u
. found there was no*field for labour. She bhad beeﬁin
b sreabsnﬁdonnry field to the north, of which 1 have
* would be occupied ; but this being neglected, she had left them “’"“

* Dr. Bailey had been the practising physician ofthstﬁiiﬁqn
hnibenmlyminlhsmm&y mdwasmﬁ"a'

S

their camp, WIy all murdered. Dr. Badey, after
"~ wounded, made his escape, and returned fo the Willamette; hﬁs
3 bears the marks of several wounds.on his head and face. He spo
well of the country, considers it fruitful, and healthy for white men
and that it would be so for the Indians, if they mld‘hwm 1
take care of themselves. The ague and fever, though common on the

T
-

._‘i" low prairies, was not of a dangerous vpgan&aﬂarﬁﬁfﬁut {!
those of subsequent years were less violent, even if it did occur, A
- was rare. Theoﬁnmhwm.wuvamﬁw hﬁiﬂh; =

~ of whom at least one-fourth died off yearly. - e
- 'When an Indian is sick, and considered beyond ©
- pois ’m medicine-man; for which purpose
: ber (Bryonia) is given him. Some of
v tta*veryhrgaswe. and 1 saw some+a




s "k"‘.h J"lhefeg-'
[&lanoomc&nnﬁlhew it
i ”& grazing country. He was a good

¥

rh mm.andw think nothing of a change ofdo :
~ he is much past the middle age, with grown-up sons a |
- around him. He®*ntended to go to California, and if the = =
not please him, he would travel home by way of Mexico. m I

consisted of eight or ten persons.*
George Gay now thought it proper to notify me that we ough1 yiot
to delay any longer, as we had to cross the Powder river, and he did
not know the state it was in. After a hard gallop, we reached that
stream at the usual fording-place. We, however, found that it was
=3 . entirely filled with drift-wood, and impassable at that place for our
ﬁ;% This difficulty was soon obviated, for while we were trans-
the saddles, &c., across the raft of timber, he had searched
plmmlhehaaulmghtmmdduhed in on one of
them. while we drove the others into the river. We were soon
~ mounted agamstnd on our way, This stream is about four hun-
~ dred feet wide, and then about twenty feet deep. Quantities of large

'1~rﬁca. g .
.~ The coumtry now became emeadmgly rough. ommm -.
ushw nd in places wet and miry. ltmahnﬁymm- =3
wber. From Dr. Bailey I learned that the small prairies
} -WWmnotcupable of cultivation, owing to" h




camp,wholfmmﬂ had made great pmgrau in thexr
appeared to werk with great unanimity.
At Vancouver, I was again kindly made welcome by Dr.h[?m
Mr. Douglass, and the officers of the establishment. During my ab-
sence, Mr. Peter Ogden, chief factor of the northern district, had arrived -
with his brigade, The fort had, in mqmamdmw
pearance from the one it bore when I left it. lwasmdiwsumﬂl
w}ththevoyngemoflhebmgade,whnwerewbem_ ung
in groups, decked in gay feathers, ribands, &c., full of conceit, ant
with the flaunting air of those who consider themselves ﬂwmﬂdﬂ 5
~ of grace and beauty; full of frolic and fun, and seeming to have
nol.hing 1o do but to attend to the decorations of thmrpmurnnﬂ.tnl <
for pleasure; looking down with contempt upon those who are em-
ployed about the fort, whose sombre cast of countenance and business 7t
employments form a strong contrast to the:egovml fellows. . e 8 g
Mr. Ogden has been thirty-two years in this eonntrya udm&-
quently possesses much information respecting it; having mnﬁod
nearly all over it. He resides at Fort St. James, on Stuart's Lake,

- and has six posts under his care. ’ wmu»ama{
The northern section of the mmﬁyhemmhwﬁ%._,*-é%

of cultivation, on account of the proximity of the snowy mountains,
which cmddmchngau,mmthshn&ofm__' -

£3 t&pgltsmmplymhadwﬁhmﬁnm&g ncighbouring i
E Mﬂlnmptywmmthaﬁnnd!mﬂmm%

Mmﬁm.mm&emmﬁhﬁddmw 2. \*
b 3 pany during the whole year. Their mgthq:m- of flour,

A

v pmwﬁm s

3 ‘%iﬂmﬁﬂw Mr amﬁmmnon of this country,
e iafomad.‘wwedgﬁm expense of an outlay



e, Theprmol' aitlo may be quoted at ten dollars amm
~ that are broken in for labour, or milch-cows, command a higher price; |
and in some placed in the Willamette Valley they have been sold for §

the enormous price of eighty dollars. Every endeavour is made'to

e |

keep the price of eattle up, as labour is usually paid for in stock.

The price of labour for a mechanic may be set down at from ‘twe

dollars and a half; 10 three dollars a day; and there is much difficulty

1o procure them ‘iven at that rate. The wages for a common labourer

E is one dollar per day. ' The price of wheat is fixed at sixty-two and

5 a balf cents per bushel by the Company; for which any thing but

] may be drawn from the stores, at fifty per cent. advance on the

Lor “ t.. This is supposed, all things taken into consideration, to

~ be equal to one dollar and twelve cents per bushel ; but it is ditficult
-~ ‘fof tha seltlem ‘50 to understand it, and they are by no means satisfied
~ with the rate. There is a description of currency here, called beaver

‘money ; which seems to be among the whites what blankets are

among the Indians, The value of the currency may be estimated

m the fnr.t, that ;heaver—skm represents about two dollars l.hmngh-

prys
a{the ‘Willamette Valley, 1 have me&mmdmﬁgu
crops, pasturage of stock, and the facilities of -
There is, however, one objection mmemrkm}
sul, in consequence of the interruption of the o 71 =
rs in the dry sedson; which renders nd:ﬂindtwwc =
wr&mﬂ supplies. - ""E‘,*
e salmon.fishery may be classed as one of tho-gu»»u&i#
n-uﬁmﬁoahnga amount of food namﬂww

= La 9




wod:in time of néed, whicn they
used 1n | when m -
Mmu The fish of the upper waters g
- and, compa_,redwnh those caught at the
totally different in flavour. The latter are the richest and
fish T ever reeollect to huve tasted: if any thing, they v
eat, and one can perceive a difference even in those
Willamette Falls, which, however, are the best l:mtﬂm'ulﬂng.
are four different kinds of salmon, which frequent thmﬂminm
months: the latest appears in October, and is the only hudqﬂw.
Wﬁe Cowlitz river. The finest sort is a dark ﬂmy%ﬁ
largnm three or four feet long, and weighing forty or ﬁﬁy%

- There is one point which seems to be still in donbymmdy m
ﬁﬂ:m of this fish is deposited. It is asserted, and ge
believed, that none of the old fish ever return 1o the sea again. RM .

mot been ascertained whether the young fry go to the ocean ; and, if ".-"‘
ihey do so, whether as spawn or young fish. Some light will be ﬂmsg
on this subject in the Ichthyological Report. N S
Mr. Draylon, during the time he remained ai the falls, procored @
beautiful specimen of a small-sized sucker, which the Indians m -, o
it their nets, and of which he made a drawing. The lamprey eels were ‘:;
‘also a source of curiosity : they seemed to increase in n
! ing up by suction an inch at a time. Atl.haseeahthqbqy.'
accompanied Mr. Drayton took pleasure in throwing mwm
excited the wrath of the Indians, as they said they shoul
more fish if he continuved his sport. They have many
nomac:ed with the salmon, and numerous prn.eum
these age religiously observed: thus, if any one dies in. *hﬂn"lodga
during the fishing season, they stop fishing for severgl days; if a hom J
. crosses the ford, they are sure no more fish will be taken. '
r'_',‘ 2 During the fishing season there are about seventy Indians, of both E
=2 '_"-who m#ﬂmﬁﬂgﬂwmmmmenumm r'-a
' to Mr. Wallar, bayond m They Jiwali in Iodges. S

| hmabimaaopuo itch, and is made of codar bark: the. doors
mﬂ,xnﬂ pn]wr round or mm:iad nt thc l.op I have m
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-~ one another. "They are of the shape represented in the eut. Wallthe - |

p‘ln)rers sitling ol‘!'it, opponte to
_ blank sides come up, it counts nothing ; if all the engraved or marked .
(. sides, it counts two ; if two blanks and two differently marked m
counts nothing ; 'bnl il two with like marks, it counts one. The game
%‘ is generally lwcn;f. which are marked with pieces of stick ; the tens

~are noted with a smaller stick. This game is played for strings of
by them “ ahikia ;" each string is about two feet Jong,

'“i"'?-.:-'; “’é&#ﬂ’ &hfor considerable value, as the shells are difficult to pro-
e * teii of them are said to be worth a beaver-skin.
vaa e men and boys play a game with small bows and arrows: a

g‘? m“bout a foot in diameter, is wound round with grass, and is
~ rolled over smooth ground ; the players are divided into two parties:
E “one rolls the wheel, while the other shoots the arrow at it. Ifheshaf:
% his arrow into the wheel, he holds it on the ground edgewise towards
‘-ﬁ'uﬁaﬁm rolled it, who, if he shoots his arrow mto it, wins "hh .
~ oppe ";andllmguesonbylums. e
~ Another game is played by a party of men and boys, in me'fdﬂﬁﬁ-
ng manner : two poles are taken, six or eight feet long, and wgund
grass ; these are setup about fifty feet apart, Each player
,'whi'eh he throws in his turn. Wh:chever ildq m&ﬁ"n

I.'."".. -

_ on a:ao pafaamn to the Indian vmage on n:e mae.i'iﬁ"
_'--n.l;ﬁﬂt three miles from the falls, in cbmpanyWﬂ
village is
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p'lace and pulled it down, and has amﬁ
difficulties are very much to be deprec
the general cause of Christianity in the eyes
to be wished that they could be settled a ;
out giving them such pubhmtyr '@T the nﬂ:i‘éﬂll do
advantage of these circumstances, and to &mrw
able to both parties. (o '
The men of the Klackamus village are rather ﬁ!ﬂn.lﬂﬂ b‘&hw-
ing than the Clatsop or Chinook Indians: they h!luhg‘ﬂﬁ the Cal
tribe. The women and children are most of them cﬁﬂﬂﬁ and. diso&sad
mm been quite a large tribe in former txmen,u is proved Br‘fha =
ed state of their burying-ground, which covers quite a large

iF

- mm has a multitude of bones scattered around. b 2 o

“Their mode of burial is to dig a hole, in which the body is plac
with the clothes belonging to the individual: it is then covered up with
carth; and a broad head-board is placed upright, of from H’E 0 six
feet high, which is frequently painted or carved with grotesque
all the personal property of the deceased is placed upon this,
of wooden spoons, hats, tin kettles, beads, gun-barrels bent dot
tin pots. Although they are very superstitious o.bout dis
articles belonging to the dead, yet all these have holes pune
them, to prevent their being of any use to others, or a femp!
their being taken ofl. It frequently happens that the head-boards
not hold all the articles, in which case sticks are used in a
rob their burying-grounds of bodies, isattended with much dnnger. s
they wopld not hesitate to kill any one who was discovered in the act

: ofearryh:goﬂ'askullorbom Bt

- Of their medicine-men they have a great dread, and even of thelr
iwmas after death. Thus, a medicioe-man was buried near this

¥ “-ﬁdryiug—ground about a year before our visit to the country, whose

gv—'

- body the wolves dug up: no one could be found to bury his bones.

again, and they were sull to be seen bleaching on the surface of the
ground. %
Mﬁﬁ"m to bepmﬁicme-man and if they inspire dread in «
rs, they are made to feel it themselves, being frequently obliged to.
forfeit of their own lives, if Ihay are not suuw in e
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of tbn death of his wife, These men afterwards returned with a horse *
and some smaller presents from the medicine-man, which he had paid
to save his. life.

‘This rule equally applies to the whites who prescribe for Indians, an
mnee of which oceurred a short time before our arrival, when Mr.

- Black, a chief trader in one of the northern posts, was shot dead in his
.own _room by an Indian to whose parent (a chief) he had been cha-
ntabhanough 1o give some medicine. The chief died soon after taking
it, and Mr. Black paid the forfeit of his kindness with his life. The
deed was done in'a remarkably bold and daring maaner. The Indian
went to the fort and desired to see Mr. Black, saying he was sick and
cold. He was allowed to enter, and Mr. Black had a fire made for
him, without any suspicion of his intentions. On his turning his back,
however, towards the Indian, he was instantly shot, and fell dead on
his face, when the man made his escape from the fort before any
suspicions were excited of his being the murderer.

To Mr. Black the world is indebted for the greater part of the geo-
graphical knowledge which has been published of the country west of
the Rocky Mountains; and he not only devoted much of his time to
this subject, but also to the making of many collections in the other
departments of natural history, as well as in geology and mineralogy.

1 remained at Vancouver till the morning of the 17th, and passed
these few days with much pleasure in the company of the gentlemen
of the fort, of whose attentions and great kindness I shall long enter-
tain a grateful remembrance.

Mr. Waldron now joined me from Astoria, without bringing any
news ofithe Peacock or tender. I did not think it worth while to wait
any longer their coming, when I had so much duty to perform else-
where.  After completing orders for Captain Hudson, 1 determfhed to
return. Plumondon was sent to the Willamette Falls for Mi; Drayton,
as | desired to have some tonsultation with him before my deparun'e.

The day before 1 lefl the fort, Mr. Ogden informed me that he had
made arrangements to take me as far as the Cowlitz Farm in his boat,
on my way to Nisqually, and desired that I would allow Mr. Drayton
to aceompany him up the river as far as Wallawalla. To both of

- these arrangements 1 readily assented.

During my stay at Vancouver, I frequently #aw Casenove, the chief
of the Klackatack tribe. He lives in a | near the village of Van-
‘couver, and has always been a warm friend of the whites. Hé was

 once lord of all this domain. His village was situated about six miles

. below Vancouver, on the north side of the river, and, within the last

= ‘,.,ﬁﬂmn years, was quite populous : he then could muster four or five
P on: 1. 47

 Tid
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« hundred warriors; but the ague and fever have, within a short space
of time, swept off the whole tribe, and it is said that they all died
within three weeks. He now stands alone, his land, tribe, and property
all’ depurled and he left a dependant on the bounty of the Company.
Casenove is about fifty years of age, and a noble and intelligent-looking
Indian. At the fort he is always welcome, and is furnished with a
plate at meal-times at the side-table. I could not but feel for the situa~
tion of one who, in the short space of a few years, has lost not only
his property and importance, but his whole tribe and kindred, as I saw
him quietly enter the apartment, wrapped in his blatket, and take his
seat at the lonely board. He scarce seemed to attract the notice of
any one, but ate his meal in silence, and retired. He has always been
a greal friend to the whites, and during the time of his prosperity was
ever ready to search out and bring to punishment all those who com-
mitted depredations on strangers.

Casenove's tribe is not the only one that has suffered in this way;
wany others have been swept off’ entirely by this fatal disease, without
leaving a single survivor to tell their melancholy tale.

The cause of this great mortality among the Indians has been attri-
buted to the manner in which the disease has been treated, or rather
to their superstitious practices. Their medicine-men and women are
no better than jugglers, and use no medicine except some deleterious
roots; while, from the character of these Indians, and their treatment
of ‘an unsuccessful practitioner, the whites decline administering any
remedies, for fear of consequences like,those to which I have alluded.

On the morning of the 17th, Vancouver was awake at an early
hour, and preparations were actively making; a voyageur occasion-
ally was to be seen, decked out in all his finery, feathers, and flowing
ribands, tying on his ornamented leggins, sashes, and the usual worked
tobacco and fire pouch. The latter is of the shape of a lady’s reticule,
and generallv made of red or blue cloth, prettily worked with beads.
In working them the wives of the officers of the Company exercise

t taste, and it is deemed fully as essential a part of dress in a
voyageur's wardrobe as in a lady’s, The simple bag does not, how-
ever, afford sufficient scope for ornament, and it has usually several
long tails to it, which are worked with silk of gaudy colours.

The ladies of the courry are dressed after our own bygone fashions,
with the exception of leggins, made of red and blue cloth, richly orna-
mented. Their feet, which are small and pretty, are covered with
worked moccasins, Many of them have a dignified look and carriage:
their black eyes and hair, and brown ruddy complexion, combined with
a pleasing expression, give them an air of independence and nsefulness
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that one little expects to see. As wives, they are spoken of as most x

devoted, and many of them have performed deeds in the hour of
danger and difficulty, worthy of being recorded. They understand
the characters of Indians well. .

Abont ten o'clock, we were all summoned to the great dining-hall
by Dr. M'Laughlin, to take the parting cup customary in this country.
When all were assembled, wine was poured out, and we drank to each
other's welfare, prosperity, &c. This was truly a cop of good-fellow-

ship and kind feeling. This hanging 1o old Scotch customs in the way
it was done here s pleasant, and carries with it pleasing recollections,

especially when there is that warmth of feeling with it, that there was
on this occasion. After this was over, we formed quite a cavalcade
to the river-side, which was now swollen to the top of its banks, and
rushing by with irresistible force.

On reaching the river, we found one of Mr. Ogden’s boats manned
by fourteen voyageurs, all gaily dressed in their ribands and plumes;
the formier tied in large bunches of divers colours, with numerous
ends floating in the breeze. The boat was somewhat of the model of
our whale-boats, only much larger, and of the kind built expressly to
accommodate the trade: they are provided yearly at Okonagan, and
are constructed in a few days: they are clinker-built, and all the tim-
bers are flat. These boats are so light that they are easily carried
across the portages. They use the gum of the pine to cover them
instead of pitch.

After having a hearty shake of the hand, Captain Varney, Mr.
Ogden, and' myself, embarked. The signal being given, we shoved
off, and the voyageurs at once struck up one of their boat-songs.
After paddling up the stream for some distance, we made a graceful
sweep to reach*the centre, and passed by the spectators with great
animation. The boat and voyageurs seemed a fit object tosgrace the
wide-flowing rizer. On we merrily went, while each voyageur in
succession took up the song, and all joined in the chorus. In twe
hours and a half we reached the mouth of the Cowlitz, a distance of
thirty-five miles.

In the Cowlitz we found a strong current to contend against, and
by nightfall had only proceeded twelve miles further. As we en-
camped, the weather changed, and rain begaf to fall, which lasted till
next morning.

I had much amusement in watching ihe voyageurs, who are as
peculiar in their way as sailors. 1 was struck with their stdious
politeness and attention to each other, and their constant cheerfulness.

On the second day, our voyageurs had doffed their finery, and their



e WILLAMETTE VALLEY,

hats were carefully covered with oiled skins. They thus appeared
more prepared for hard work., The current became every mile more
rapid, and the difficulty of surmounting it greater. The management
of the boats in the rapids is dexterous and full of excitement, as well
to the passengers as to the voyageurs themselves. The bowman is
the most important man, giving all the directions, and is held respon-
sible for the safety of the boat; and his keen eye and quick hand in
the use of his paddle, delights and inspires a confidence in him in
moments of danger that is given without stint. We did not make
more than ten miles during the day, and were forcell to encamp three
miles below the farm.

On the 19th we reached our destination. On our approach, although
there were no spectators, except a few Indians, to be expected, the
voyageurs again mounted their finery, and gaily chaunted their boat-
song.
¢ Mr. Ogden had been one of the first who travelled over this part
- of country, and he informed me that he has seen the whole country
inundated by the rise of the river. This, however, can but rarely
oceur, and could only be the result of a sudden melting of the snows
when accompanied with violent rain-storms.

Plumondon had gone before, to request Mr. Forrest to send the »
wagon for our baggage; and we found it duly waiting at the landing.

In the afternoon, I made a visit, with Mr. Ogden, to the Cathelic
Mission, and several of the settlers’ houses. That of Plumondon we
found quite comfortable. The neighbourhood, though censisting of
few families, appears very happy and united. Theyeprefer the
Cowlitz to the Willamette, although the land here is not so good as in
the valley of the latter; but they say that many vegetables succeed
here, that will not grow on the Willamette. .

It was with much regret that I parted from Mr, Ogden and Captain
Varney. We bad enjoyed ourselves much, and I shall long remember
their kindness and jovial company. The day they left us proved very
rainy ; it was impossible for any one to stir out, and the mud was
ankle-deep. 1 felt disappointed at this, as I wished to make some
observations, to test those I had already taken in passing before. Mr.
Forrest was very attentive, and did all in his power to amuse me; but
feeling disposed to sleey, I lay down, and after a short time awoke,
with the feeling of having overslept myself. I jumped up to look at
my poeket-chronometer, which, to be careful of, I had placed on the
table. Lying near by it was a small silver watch, which I had not
before observed, and my surprise was great to find that they both
showed the same hour. 1 uttered my surprise aloud just as Mr
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Forrest entered the room, and told me that he had found my wateh *
altogether wrong, (it showed Greenwich time,) and he had set it for
me. I could not help making an exclamation of astonishment. We
stood looking at each other, and he appeared fully as surprised as I
was, when I told him that he had changed my Greenwich time for
that of Cowlitz, and had interrupted my series of observations. He
“thought it passing strange that I should prefer Greenwich time to that
of Cowlitz, and told me that he was sure his watch was right, for it
kept time with the sun exactly! This incident, thongh sufficiently
provoking at the {ime, afforded me much amusement after it was over,
and was a lesson to me never (o trust a chronometer to such an acci-
dent again.

It having partially cleared up the next morning, I set off, accom-
panied by Plumendon, his wife and child, and another settler as my
guide. We departed at eight o'clock, and being provided with good
horses, made rapid progress. By the advice of Mr. Forrest, I endea-
voured to take a canoe on the Chickeeles, sending the horses to meet
us, without loads, over the mountain.

We rode up to the Indian lodges, near the Chickeeles river, in order
to engage some of them to accompany us. Lhave before spoken of
making a bargain with them, and of the time and patience necessary
before any thing can be accomplished. I now saw that it was a hope-
less task to attempt to overcome their perfect nonchalance. Time,
haste, clothes, presents, are nothing to them; rum is the only thing
that will move them at all times, and of this | had none, nor should 1
have made®use of it if 1 had. When Plumondon had exhausted his
words on them without eflect, we rode ofl, succeeded in passing the
mountain road quickly, and were well satisfied that we had thus shown
our independence.

I have noticed the excessive love that the whole Indian population
seem to have for.rum: many of these poor creatures would labour for
days, and submit to all sorts of fatigue, for the sake of a small quan-
tity. No' other inducement will move them in the salinon and cam-
mass seasons, for then they have nothing more to desire.

Towards night we encamped on a small prairie, where the grasses,
flowers, and trees, were in every vamty of bloom.

The Indians on the Chickeeles river werekngagad in the salmon-
fishery. This is effected by staking the riyer across with poles, and
constructing fikes or fish-holes, through which the fish are obliged to
pass.  Over these are erected triangles to support a staging, on which
the Indians stand, with nets and spears, and take the fish as they
attempi to pass through: the fish are then dried by smoking, and pre-
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pared for future use. The smoked fish are packed in baskets; but the
supply is far short of their wants.

The next morning we set out early, and reached the opposite bank
of Shute's river. On the following day before noon, I returned to
Nisqually, fully as much enchanted with the beautiful park scenery as
when I passed it before. To it was now added occasional peeps of
Mount Rainier’s high and snowy peak.

OLD MISHI0N-IOUSE, 0NEGON,
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CHAPTER XL

WALLAWALLA.
1841,

Ox my return to Nisqually, I found that news had been received
from the various surveying and exploring parties, all of which it was
reported were advancing rapidly in the execution of their duties.
The preparations for the scientific operations, which had been left to
the charge of Lieutenant Carr, were all completed, and the two log
houses had been built, in which we now began to perform the pendu-
lum experiments, and make astronomic observations. In these we

+  were engaged until the 4th of July. As the details of them will be

i given in another place, I shall only advert here to the operations which

1 had entrusted to Mr. Drayton, and which will form the subject of the
present chupter.

It was stated in the preceding chapter, that through Mr. Ogden's
kindness, a passage was offered up the Columbia river as ffr as
Wallawalla. It had been my original intention to despatch a party
from the Peacock in this direction, to cross the Rocky Mountains
to the head waters of Yellowstone river; and I had engaged a Mr.
Rogers to accompany it. Orders for the purpose had been pre-

- grad, and left to be delivered to Captain Hudson when he should
[ urwe.
I now, however, began to apprehend that some serious accident
5 had happened to that vessel, and 1 deemed it jmportant to secure at
}-v ~ all events, the examination of so mmml:idupmof:hi-m
- particularly when it could be ormed. such favourable cir-
ngm offered byMr Ogden, Mr. Drayton was there-
d to make this jaunt, and to his industry and observation
for mgohhe facts about to be detailed. Fa:-mothm
48 e
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of them I have to-abkmwledge ‘my obligation to. the missionaries, and
the officers of the Hudson Bay Company. wrh -

Previous to the departure of the brigade, Mr. Dmymbﬂl mda .
many collections in nataral history. After I left him, the weather con-
tinued very rainy for several days, and the Columbia in consequence
began to rise again rapidly : the low prairies were overflowed, and the
wheat in many places was injured. To show the porous nature of
the soil, I will mention that the well at Vancouver rises and falls with
the river, -allhough it is a quarter of a mile from the bank. Thisis
not the case in any other place in the territory whére wells are sunk ;
but I have little doubt the same thing would oceur on any of the low
prairies of the Columbia, for the soil of all of them seems very similar.
At Vancouver they use the river in preference to the well-water,
though they do not consider the latter as unwholesome.

Mr. Drayton obtained in the mill-pond, specimens of a beautiful
spotted trout, which is abundant there. They take the bait readily,

- and were caught with ﬁieaas of dried salmon : they feed upon insects,

and small white moths are their favourite bail, at which they are
10 spring most greedil ¥

Until the 26th, repairs were nu&.wg to the boats, and preparations
were going on for embarking the geods. The shape of these boats has
been before described : they have great strength and bueyancy, carry
three tons weight, and have a crew of eight men, besides a padroon:
they are thirty feet long and five and a half feet beam, sharp at both
ends, elinker-built, and have no knees. In building them, flat timbers
of oak are bent to the requisite shape by steaming ; they are bolted to
a flat keel, at distances of a foot fram each other: the planks are of
cedar, and generally extend the whole length of the boat. The gun-

. wale'is of the same kind of wood, but the rowlocks are of birch. The

peculiarily in the construction of these boats is, that they are only
riveted at each end with a strong rivet, and being well gummed, they
have no occasion for nailing. They answer, and indeed are admirably

~adapted to, all the purposes for which they are intended ; are so light
~as 10 be easily transported over theporhgubytbmr pwm, and in
: qmofacmdﬂn%areeasﬂyrepu

~ The goodgmbarked for the supply of the nm‘l.hsm posts are all
«done up ecarefully in bales of ninety pounds each, and consist of gro-

egmh clothing, flour, powder, bullets, &c. It may readily be ima-
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Oko! r a journey to Thompson river, which takes twenty days

to aecmniﬁgh

- Mr. Ogden is generally six montlu of every year travelling to and
from his post on the south end of Stuart’s Lake, called Fort St. James,
in latitnde 54° N.  He leaves it-early in the spring, and returns in the
fall of each year. Before he departs, he fits out his summer trappers,
and on his return those for the winter’s campaign. He brings down
with him the produce of a year's hunting. This post is the most pro-

fitable of all the sections west of the mountains. The average cost

of a beaver-skin i§ about twenty-five cents, and when it reaches Van-
couver it has enhanced in price to two dollars and fifty cents. The
amount of furs brought down by Mr. Ogden yearly will net in London
£50,000, a fact which will give some idea of the value of this trade.

In setting out on his journey, Mr. Ogden’s practice, as well as that
of all the Company’s parties, is to go only a few miles the first day, in
order that they may discover if any thing has been neglected, and be
able to return for it. For this reason their first encampment was at
the saw-mill. Their brigade consisted of nine boats, rowed by sixty
voyageurs, eight of whom had their Indian wives with them. Besides
these were Mr. and Mrs. M’Kinley, (Mr. Ogden’s son-in-law,) who
was to take charge of the Wallawalla Fort, and a Mr, Cameron, also
of the Company, who was on his way to Mr. Black’s station. The
boats take each sixty packages, excepting the trader, which is Mr.
Ogden’s own boat, and carries only forty. The boatmen are Cana-
dians, excepting about one-fourth, who are Iroquois Indians, all strong,
active, and fiardy men. They are provided only with a square sail,
as the wind blows generally either directly up or down the river.

- On the 27th June, they were off’ at early dawn, took their breakfast
at Prairie du Thé, and reached the Company’s fishery, at the Cas&ades,
at 6 v m., where they encamped. This is the head of ship ngvigation,
where the river takes a turn northward, and for upwards of two miles
is comparatively narrow—four hundred and fifty yards wide. It falls
in this distance about forty feet, and the whole body of water drives
through this narrow channel with great impetuosity, forming high
waves and fearful whirlpoola. too dangerous to be encountered by any
boat. When the river is low, these rapids are sometimes passed by
skilful boatmen, but there have been many lives lost in the attempt.

The country bordering on the river is low until the Cascades are
Wﬂh&mﬁﬁtﬁemﬂon of severul hlg:h ‘basaltic bluffs. Some

of them are tv dred feet high, pointed like turreted castles.
‘Slyboots, made his call upon Mr. Ogden for

ing of some tobacco and a shirt. This
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present is made in consequence of his once having preserved Mr,
Ogden’s party from an attack, by giving information that it was to
take place. By this timely notice Mr. Ogden was enabled to guard
himself and party, by taking refuge upon a small island just above illo
Cascades.

The Columbia, at this part, passes through the Cascade range of
mountains, between high and rocky banks. The geological character
of this range is basaltic lava, basaltic conglomerate, and sandstone,
Large quantities of petrified wood are to be found in the nmghbom’-
hood. Mr. Drayton obtained specimens of all of these.

The river, thus far, is navigated by seeking out the eddies. .The
great difficulty is found in doubling the points, which are at times
impassable, except by tracking and poling. The oars are used afier
the French or Spanish fashion, adding the whole weight of the body
to the strength of arm.

At the Cascades, during the fishing season, there are about three
hundred Indians, only about one-tenth of whom are residents: they
occupy three lodges; but there was formerly a large town here.
Great quantities of fish are taken by them; and the manner of doing
this resembles that at the Willamette Falls. They also construct
canals, on a line parallel with the shore, with rocks and stones, for
about fifiy feet in length, through which the fish pass in order to avoid
the strong current, and are here taken in great numbers.

There are two portages here, under the names of the new and the
old. At the first, only half of the load is landed, and the boats are
tracked up for half a mile further, when the load is again shipped.
The boats are then tracked to the old portage. A strong eddy occurs
at this place, which runs in an opposite direction; and here it is
necediary to land the whole of the cargo; afler which, the emply
boats are again tracked three quarters of a mile beyond.

To a stranger, unacquainted with the navigationeof this river, the
management of these boatmen becomes a source of wonder; for it is
surprising how they can succeed in surmounting such rapids at all as
the Cascades. Their mode of transporting the goods, and the facilities
with which they do it, are equally novel. The load is secured on the
back of a voyageur by a band which passes round the forehead and
under and over the bale; he squats down, adjusts his load, and rises
with ninety pounds on his back; another places ninety pounds more

on the top, and off he trots, balf bent, to the end of the portage. One

of the gentlemen of the Company informed me, that he had seen a
voyagear carry six packages of ninety pounds each on his back (five

hundred and forty pounds); but it was for a wa.ge‘r,aendthg’dmanoe *"
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was not more than one hundred yards. The voyageur’i in general
have not the appearance of being very strong men. At these portages,
‘the Indians assist for a small present of tobaceo. The boats seldom
‘escape injury in passing; and in consequence of that which they
received on this occasion, the party was detained the rest of the day

repairing damages.

On their starting next morning, they found that the boats leaked;
and put on shore again to gum them. This operation, Mr. Drayton
describes thus. On landing the goods, the boats are tracked up and
turned bottom up, when they are suffered to dry; two flat-sided pieces
of fire-wood, about two feet long, are then laid together, and put into
the fire, until both are well lighted, and the wood burns readily at ene
end and in the space between; they then draw the lighted end slowly
along the gummed seam, blowing at the same time between the sticks:
this melts the gum, and a small spatula is used to smooth it off" and
render the seam quite tight. The common gum of the pine or hemlock
is that used ; and a supply is always carried with them.

A short distance above the Cascades, they passed the locality of the
sunken forest, which was at the time entirely submerged. Mr. Drayton,
on his return, visited the place, and the water had fallen so much as
1o expose the stumps to view : they were of pine, and quite rotten, so
much so that they broke when they were taken hold of. He is of
opinion that the point on which the pine forest stands, has been under-
mined by the great currents during the freshets; and that it has sunk
bodily down until the trees were entirely submerged. The whole mass
appears to e so matted together by the roots as to prevent their sepa-
ration. Changes, by the same undermining process, were observed to
be going on continually in other parts of the river. -

On the 80th of June, they had a favourable wind, but it blew sb hard
that they were obliged to reef their sail, and afterwards jound the
waves and windoo heavy for them to run without great danger ; they
in consequence put on shore to wait until it abated. In these forty
miles of the river, it usually blows a gale from the westward in the
summer season, almost daily. :

In the evening, they reached within seven miles of the Dalles, and
four below the mission. Here the roar of the water at the Dalles was
heard distinctly. . :

The country had now assumed a different aspect ; the trees began to
decrease in number, and the land to look dry and burnt up. Before
pitching their tents, the men were beating about the bushes to drive
away MM&,: number of 'which were killed, and preserved
”M\ sha cadl] :
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In the mn’hmg they were again on their voute, and reached Little
river, from which the station of the Methodist Mission is three-fourths
of a mile distant. Here they were met by Mr. Perkins, who was
waiting for his letters and some packages of goods the brigade had
brought. Mr. Drayton accompanied Mr. Perkins to the mission, while
the brigade moved on towards the Dalles. Mr. Daniel Lee, the prin-
cipal of the mission, was found near the house, reaping his wheat. *

At this station there are three families, those of the Rev. Mr. Lee,
Mr. Perking, and a lay member, who is a farmer. Their reception of
Mr. Drayton was exceedingly kind. ' s

The mission consists of two log and board houses, hewn, sawed, and
built by themselves, with a small barn, and several out-houses. The
buildings are situated on high ground, among scattered oaks, and
immediately in the rear is an extensive wood of oaks and pines, with
numerous sharp and jagged knolls and obelisk-looking pillars of con-
glomerate, interspersed among basaltic rocks: in frontis an alluvial
plain, having a gradual descent towards the river, and extending to the
right and left.  This contains about two thousand acres of good land,
well supplied with springs, with Little river, and other smaller streams
passing through it. The soil is made up of decomposed conglomerate,
and in places shows a deep black loam. Around this tract the land is
high, devoid of moisture, and covered with basaltic rocks or sand.

They here raise wheat and potatoes by irrigation : the latter growin
great perfection, and wheat yields twenty to thirty bushels to the acre.
They had just gathered a crop of two hundred bushels from land which
they irrigate by means of several fine streams near their hbuses. They
might raise much more, if they were disposed. The summers here are
muchchotler than at Vancouver, and consequently drier; the spring
rains cease here earlier, and the people harvest in June.

There are only a few Indians residing near the mission during the
winter, and these are a very miserable set, who live in holes in the
ground, not unlike a clay oven, in order to keep warm. They are too
lazy to eut wood for their fires. The number that visit the Dalles
during the fishing season, is about fifteen hundred : these are from all
the country tound, and are generally the outlawed of the different
villages. The mimammas complain much of the insolent bebaviour
and of the thieving habits, both of the visiters, and those who reside
permanently at the falls, rThev are, therefore, very desirous of having
a few settlers near, that they may have some protection from this
annoyance, as they are frequently under apprehension that their lives
will be tuken,

o Nﬂm to be expected that the missionaries could be able to make
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wm they have suemaﬁed in obtaining a moral influence
over a few.

. The river, between the Cascndos and thal)allu, a distance of forty
miles, bas no rapids, and is navigable for vessels drawing twelve feet
of water. It passes throngh high rocky banks of basalt.

‘The missionaries informed Mr. Drayton, that the salmon-fishery at
the Dalles lasts six months, and that sturgeon are taken during the
MP“" of the year. A

The mission i§ three miles from the Dalles. On Mr. Drayton
reaching the lower point of the portage, he found Mr. Ogden en-
camped, and a boat-load of packages spread out to dry. It appeared
that one of the boats had bilged in passing up, and required repairs.
The place was luckily fitted for these operations, as it had but one
entrance to protect against about a thousand Indians, on the look-out
for whatever they could pick up, and who required the whole force of
the brigade to keep them in check.

The Dalles is appropriately called the Billingsgate of Oregon. The
diversity of dress among the men was greater even than in the crowds
of natives | have described as seen in the Polynesian islands; but they
lack the decency and care of their persons which the islanders exhibit.
The women also go nearly naked, for they wear little else than what
may be termed a breech-cloth, of buckskin, which is black and filthy
with dirt; and some have a part of a blanket. The children go
entirely naked, the boys wearing nothing but a small string round the
body. It is only necessary lo say that some forty or fifty live in a
temporary hut, twenty feet by twelve, constructed of poles, mats, and
cedar bark, to give an idea of the degree of their civilization.

FISHING-HUTY AT THE DALLES,
L]

The men are engaged in fishing, and do nothing else. On the
women falls all the work of skinning, cleaniog, and drying the fish
for thon' winter stores. As soon as the fish are caught, they are laid
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Mm with such a set, and they of course feel somewhat dis-
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“ for a few hours on the rocks, in the hot sun, which permits the skins
1o be taken off with greater ease; the flesh is then stripped off’ the
bones, mashed and pounded as fine as possible ; it is then spread out
on mats, and placed upon [rames to dry in the sun and wind, which
effectually cures it; indeed, it is said that meat of any kind dried in
this climate never becomes putrid. Three or four days are sufficient
to dry a large matfull, four inches deep, The cured fish is then
pounded into a long basket, which will contain about eighty pounds;
put up in this way, il kept dry, it will keep for three years.

During the fishing season, the Indians live entircly on the heads,
hearts, and offal of the salmon, which they string on sticks, and roast
over a small fire.

The fishing here is very much afier the manner of that at Willa-
mette Falls, except that there is no necessity for planks to stand on, as
there are great conveniences at the Dalles for pursuing this fishery.
They use the hooks and spears, attached to long poles: both the hook
and the spear are made to unship readily, and are attached to the pole
by a line four feet below its upper end. If the hook were made per-
manently fast to the end of the pole, it would be liable to break, and
the large fish would be much more difficult to take. The Indians are
seen standing along the walls of the canals in great numbers, fishing,
and it is not uncommon for them to take twenty to twenty-five salmon
in an hour. When the river is at its greatest height, the water in the
canals is about three feet below the top of the bank.

The Dalles is one of the most remarkable places upon the Columbia.
The river is here compressed into a narrow channel, three hundred feet
wide, and half a mile long; the walls are perpendicular, flat on the

~ top, and composed of basalt; the river forms an elbow, being situated
in an t:mphitheatre, extending several miles 1o the northwest, and closed
in by a high basaltic wall. From appearances, one is led to conclude
that in former times the river made a su-mght course over the whole ;
but, baving the channel deeper. is now confined within the present

- limits. Mr. Drayton, on inquiry of an old Indian, through Mr.
bgdm, learned that he believed that in the time of his forefathers they
went up straight in their canoes. In order to illustrate this pass,
Mr. Draylon made a careful diagram of it, which is represented in
the 'wood-cut on the following page.

" Besides the main channel, a, there are four or five other small
‘canals, through which the‘water passes when the river is hlgh ‘these
m but a few feet across, The river falls about fifty feet in the dis-

) of two miles, and the greatest rise between high and low water
W sixty-two feet. This great rise is caused by the mugmﬂpﬁon
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M.dnthnnm above, which is dammed by this narrow pasf,

~and is constantly increasing, until it backs the waters, and overflows
many low grounds and islands above. The tremendous roar arising
from the rushing of the river through this outlet, with the many
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"The boat was repaired by the afternoon, and an express was
despatched up the river to Wallawalla, in order to prepare the post
for the reception of the brigade, and inform the gentleman who had *
charge of it that he would be required to move to the north with the
brigade. The officers of the Company have but little time allowed
them to aftend to their comforts: so completely are they under the
control of accident, that they are liable to be called upon at any
moment. Their rights, however, are looked to as much as possible,
and the great principle adopted as the incentive to action, is the
advancement they may obtain by their own merit, through which
alone the§ can get forward. In consequence of adhering to this prin-
ciple, the Hudson Bay Company are always well. served. The disei-,
pline that is preserved is the very best, and sits lightly upon all,
Those who domnot meet with advancement have some great fault in a
trader’s eyes. The enterprise and energy required to serve this Com-
pany well is of no ordinary kind, and few men exhibit more of both

these qualities than those I met with in its employ. M~ 3

On the mommg of the 4th July, they began to pass the poruga. 4
which is a mile in length. It is very rugged and the weather being
exceedingly warm, many of the Indians were employed t transport *5

articles on their horses, of which they have a large number. It
required seventy men to transport the boats, which were carried over
bottom upwards, the gunwale resting on the men's shoulders. By night
all was safely transported, the boats newly gummed. and the encamp-
ment formed on a sandy beach. The sand, in consequence of the h
wind, was blown about in great quantities, and every body and‘ 1
was literally covered with it. -
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* From the high hills on the southern bauk of the river, there is an

extensive view of the countty to the south. The distant part of this

prospect was made up of rolling, barren, and arid hills. These hills,
as well as the country nearer at hand, were covered with a natural hay
or bunch-grass, which affords very natritious food for cattle.

The missionaries have been stationed at the Dalles since 1838.
The primary object of this mission is, in the first place, to give the
Gospel to the Indians, and next to teach them such arts of civilization
as shall enable them to improve their condition, and by degrees to
become an enlightened community. There are many difficulties that
the missionary has to contend with, in first coming among these people,
none of which are greater than the want of knowledge of their true

character. The missionaries, after a full opportunity of knowing these

Indians, consider covetousness as their prevailing sin, which is exhibited
in lying, dishonest traffic, gambling, and horse-racing, Of the latter
they are extremely fond, and are continually desirous of engaging in it.
This sport frequently produces contentions, which often end in blood-
shed. Stealing prevails to an alarming extent: searcely any thing that
can be removed is safe, The missionaries have several times had their
houses broken open, and their property more or less damaged. The
stealing of horses in particular is very common, but after being broken
down they are sometimes returned. There are but few chiefs to whom
the appeal for redress can be made, and they can exercise but little
control over such a lawless crew. Those who gather here are gene-
rally the very worst of the tribes around.

The number of Indians within the Dalles mission is reckoned at
about two thousand; in but few of these, however, has any symptom
of reform shown itself. They frequent the three great salmon-fishe-
ries of 'the Columbia, the Dalles, Cascades, and Chues, and a few

were found at a salmon-fishery about twenty-five miles up the Chutes-

river.

' The season for fishing salmon, which is the chief article of food in
this country, lasts during five months, from May to September. The
country also furnishes quantities of berries, nuts, roots, and game, con-
sisting of Bears, elk, and deer; but, owing to the improvidence of the
native ‘inhabitants, they are, notwithstanding this ample supply of
articles of food, oftentimes on the verge of starvation.

Ma the fishing and lmdmg season is over, they retire to their
~and pass the rest “of the year in inactivity, consuming the

food supplied by the labours of the preeedmg summer; and as the
season for fishing comes round, they again resort to the fisheries,
This is the ordinary course of life among these Indians, whose dissi-
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pation has been nbeﬁ?‘ipbhu of, and wil! claim more attention .
‘hereafter.
o Hem 1gai!t some otﬁm demtndw their mnnnl whea from Lhe
' Theomﬂry about the Dalles is broken, and the missionaries mett
that this is the case for some miles around. There are, however, also
some plains and table-lands, which are considered as very valuable,
being well watered with springs and small streams; excellent for
grazing, and well supplied with timber—oak and pine, The soil
varies in quality, and portions of it are .very rich. Garden vegeta-
bles succeed, but require irrigation. Potatoes also must be watered,
by which mode of culture they succeed well. Corn and peas can be
raised in sufficient quantities. Wheat produces about twenty-five
bushels to the acre: this is not, however, on the best land. They
sow in October and March, and harvest begins towards the end of
June,

The climate is considered healthy; the atmosphere is dry, and there
are no dews. From May till November but little rain falls, but in -
winter they have much rain and snow. The cold is seldom great,
although during the winter preceding our arrival the thermometer fell
t0.—18° Fahrenheit. The greatest heat experienced in summer was
100° in the shade; but, even afier the hottest days, the nights are cool
and pleasant.

At daylight, on the 8d July, the goods were all embarked. When
they reached the Chutes, they again made a portage of their goods
for a quarter of a mile, and in an hour and a half they were again on
their way. During very high water, the fall, whence the place takes
its name, is not visible, but when it is low, there is a fall of ten feet
perpendicular,.that occupies nearly the whole breadth of tHe river.

- It is impossible to pass this fall at low water; but when the river is
swollen, boats shoot it with ease and safety. The Columbia, from the
Chutes as far as John Day's river, is filled with rocks, which occasion
dangerous rapids. The boats were, in consequence, tracked for the
whole distance.

After passing the Dalles, an entirely new description of*country is
entered, for the line of woods extends no farther. The last tree stands
on the south side of the river, and is named Ogden's Tree on our map:
it is about six miles above the Dalles, The woods terminate at about
the same distance from the coast in all pafts of this region south qf.tln
parallel of 48° N.

The country between these places is decidedly voleanic, and jbp

banks on either side of the river are rocky and hagh In this partof.
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fne country, it is very hot when there is no wind. Mr. Drayton had
no thermometer, and therefore was unable to ascertain the exact degree
of heat, but any metallic substance exposed to the sun for a short time
could not be grasped in the hand without pain, and the men were
almost exhausted with the heat.

There are a number of villages in this neighbourhood, and among
them Wisham, mentioned in Irving’s Astoria. This is situated on
the left bank of the river, and its proper name is Niculuita; Wisham
being the name of the old chief, long since dead. There are now in
this village about forty good lodges, built of split bodrds, with a roof
of cedar bark, as before described. The Indians that live here seem
much superior to those of the other villages; they number four
hundred regular inhabitants, who live, like the rest, upon salmon;
but they appeared to have more comforts about them than any we
had yet seen.

At Niculuita Mr, Drayton obtained a drawing of a child’s head that
had just been released from its bandages, in order to secure its flattened
head. Both the parents showed great delight at the success they had
met with in effecting this distortion. The wood-cuts give a correct
idea of the child’s appearance.

There were from fifty to one hundred Indians constantly follow-
ing the brigade, and aiding the men. The price for half an hour's
urm was generally two leaves of tobacco, which was sought after

uq;;m ‘These Indians paint their faces with red and
eir women seemed to be of more consequence than
:sum among W an&aome of them even took command over

e M =%l wakfem v g

A%Mc river great quantities of salmon are h.ten. iﬂ there
are, in co&qhm many temporary lodges here.
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this is a rocky region, there are vast quantities of fine sand deposited
every where, which is brought down the river. On this the encamp-
wments are necessarily made; and the sanfl is exceedingly dry and hot,
which renders the camping disagreeable. There are few places more
uncomfortable ; for a basaltic wall rises nine hundred or a thousand
feet within two hundred yards of the camp, which reflects the sun's
rays down upon the beach of white sand, rendering the atmosphere
almost insupportable. To give some idea of the heat, Mr. Drayton
found it uncomfortably hot to sit down upon the rocks an hour after
the sun hadsset.« :
. One of their amusements at the time of encamping was a rattle-
snake hunt, in which several large ones were killed. 3
The brigade, as usual, set out early, and With the sun there arose
a fine breeze, which carried them briskly onwards. About.eight miles
above their encampment they came to the Hieroglyphic Rocks. These
are about twenty feet high, and on them are supposed to be recorded
the deeds of some former tribe. They passed so quickly that Mr.
Drayton could make only two hasty sketches of them ; and it is to be
regretted that they were not sufficiently perfect to allow of their bein
given in this place. ¥ 28
After passing John Day's river, the country becomes much lower
and more arid, and the current comparatively less. The weather was
exceedingly hot, and the drifting sands were in greater quantities than
before, so much so that whole islands were passed entirely composed
of the sand. They now arrived at the long reach, just below Grand
Island ; the country becoming sandy and so flat as to give a view of
the Grand Rapid Hills, It has the appearance of having been, at no
very remote period, the bed of an extensive lake. Here the voyageurs
began to be relieved from their toil at the pole, which they exw#banged

for the tow-line and oar, and the Indians departed the moment their

services were no longer- wanted. The distance made this day was
fifty-seven Jmiles, for which they were indebted to the breeze. The
day before, they made only sixteen miles.

While passing close along the banks, they met with numerous pin-
tailed grouse, so tame as to allow the boats to approach within a few
feet of them before they would fly.

. At their encampment, Mr. Drayton found a large burying-place,
from which he was desirous of getting a skull; but, to the surprise of
the party, several Indians made their appearance and prevented it.
The corpses were placed above ground, in their clothing, and then
sewed up in a skin or blanket; and the personal property of each
deceased individual was placed near the body: over all were laid u
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few boards, of native construction, placed as a kind of shed to protect
them from the weather.
Al along this river, from the Dalles up, there is not a piece of wood
growing, and except occasionally a drift log, there is nothing larger
© than a splinter to be found. All the wood used for cooking is bought
from the Indians, who will follow the brigade for many miles with a
long pole or piece of a log, which they sell for a small piece of
tobacco. The Indians also brought for sale several hares, which were
large and of extremely fine flavour,

The country continues to be, as far as can be seca off every side,
a barren and sterile waste, covered with a white sand wixed with
rounded and washed pebbles. All that it produces is a little grass,
some wood, and a species of small Cactus, filled with long white
spines, so hard and sharp that if trodden upon they will penetrate the
leather of a boot.

On the 6th of July the brigade reached the foot of the Grand Rapids,
up which the boats were tracked. They afterwards passed along the
foot of Grand Rapid Hills, which are composed of basalt, old lava, and
scori@, These hills are steep on the river side, and are fast erum-
bling away and falling into the stream.

Eighteen miles below Wallawalla they passed the Windmill Roek,
about which are a number of curious basaltic peaks. On approaching
Wallawalla the scenery becomes grand: the country is broken into
volcanic peaks, forming many fantastic shapes, resembling figures and
colossal heads: many of them are seen either insulated or in groups;
some of them are known under the name of the Nine-pins. Through this
pass of volcanic rocks the wind rushes with great violence in summer,
to supply the rarefied portion above. The current had increased very
conoidembly it often became necessary for the voyageurs to take a

pipe, or in olher words, a rest. When the brigade was in sight from ,

the fort, the Company’s flag was hoisted. Before arnynng there, and
within a mile and a half of it, the country becomes again flat, and
rises very little above the river, when the waler is high. The ground
is composed of pebbles and drifting sand for several miles to the east
and to the north, with little or no soil, and nothing gmwsonnhul&
few spears of bunch-grass, and wormwood.

_ The brigade reached the fort at sunset, when they were recmved by

Mr. M'Lean, who was in temporary charge of the post: and who

reported himself ready to groceed with his Indian wife and children
whh W«M{pﬂd Mr. M'Kinley took charge of Fort Wallawalla.

) ~is about two hundred feet square, and is built of
pickets, with a gallery or staging on the inside, wm-&sm
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may be looked over. It has two bastions, one on the southwest and
the other on the northeast. On the inside are several buildings, con-
structed of logs and mud; one of these is the Tndian store : the whole

FORT WALLAWALLA.

is covered with sand and dust, which is blown about in vast quantities,
The climate is hot; and every thing about the fort seemed so dry, that
it appeared as if a single spark would ignite the whole and reduce it
to ashes.

The party under Lientenant Johnson had passed by about a week
previously, on their return to Nisqually.

At all the principal stopping-places, one or two old Indians would
present themselves to Mr. Ogden, to demand their annual present for
services rendered him and the Company.

Many years back, Mr. Ogden, while on his route, was attacked at
the placeswhere the fort stands, by the Wallawalla tribe, and was
obliged to take refuge on the island near the fort, where he made a
stand and completely routed the Indians. This occurrence took place
twenty-three ygars before, and was the cause of this post being occu-
.pied; since which time, no attack has been made.

- This will give some idea of the dangers the officers and men of the
Hudson Bay Company have to encounter ; and although it is now safe
on the Columbia river, yet there are many parts where they are still
subject to these attacks: the voyageurs have a lot of toil and depriva-
tion, yet few men are to be found so cheerful. ’

~ Mr, Ogden informed me, that the most experienced voyageur is
taken as a pilot for the brigade, and he is the bowman of the leading
boat ; which is looked vpon as a station of great trust and honour,
Each boat has also its bowman, who is considered the. first officer and
responsible man ; the safety of the boat, in descending rapids partico-
lﬁrly. depends upon him and the padroon, who steers the boat. They

_ S ‘bolh use Iong ud lurge blade-paddhs; and it is surpnmﬁg ‘how much
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W“ﬂw& exert over the direction of the boat. These men,
m& training, become very expert,’and acquire a coolness and
di&’guﬂof danger that claim admlratuon. and astonishes those who
are unused to such scenes,

‘To all appearance, there is seldom to be found a more laborious set
of men; nor one so willing, particularly when their remuneration of
no more than seventeen pounds sterling a year, and the fare they
receive, are considered. The latter would be considered with us
incapable of supporting any human being. Tt consists of coarse un-
bolted bread, dried salmon, fat (tallow), and dried péas. I am safis-
fied that no American would submit to such food: the Canadian and-
Iroquois Indians use it without murmuring, except to strangers, to
whom they complain much of their scanty pay and food. The dis-
cipline is strict, and of an arbitrary kind ; yet they do not find fault
with it. In Appendix XV., will be found one of the agreements of
the Hudson Bay Company. Very few of these who embark or join
this Company’s service ever leave the part of the country they have
been employed in; for afier the expiration of the first five years, they
usually enlist for three more. This service of eight years in a life of
so much adventure and hazard, attaches them to it, and they generally
continue until they become old men; when, being married, and
having families by Indian women, they retire.under the auspices of
the Company, to some small farm, either on the Red or Columbia
rivers. There is no allowance stipulated for their wives or children ;
but one is usually made, if they have been useful. If a man dies,
leaving a family, although the Company is not under any obligation to
provide for them, they are generally taken care of. The officers of
the Company are particularly strict in preventing its servanis from
desertifly their wives; and nooe can abandon them, without much
secresy ang cunning. In cases of this sort, the individual is arrested.
and kept under restraint until he binds himisell with security not to
desert his family. The chief officers of the Company hold the power
of magistrates over their own people; and are bound to send fugltlm
~or eriminals back to Canada for trial, where the courts take cogni-
z!ncc “of the offences. This perhaps is as salutary and effectual a
pravenhve against crime, as could be found, even if the courts were
at hand ; for whether innocent or guilty, the individual must suffer
great loss by being dragged from the little property he possesses.
Tfu community n&dd vofageurs, settled in Oregon, are thus con-

mﬁ 10 kﬁ_p a strict watch upon their behaviour; and, although
inst Iriucfhnuons.nreobhpdtoconfomhmwiﬁu
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The brigade, afier remaining at Wallawalla ill mw Aheir »
departure. In taking leave of Mr. Ogden, I must express the great
indebtedness I am under, for his attentions and im to Mr.
Drayton, as well as for the facility he offered him for obtaining infor-
mation during their progress up the Columbia. 1 am also under obli-
gations to him for much interesting information mapmug s country,
which he gave without hesitation or reserve. He was anxious ﬁtdlir.
Drayton should aceompany him to Okonagan; but.as this route had

. just been traversed by another party, it would have been-a waste of
- the short time hé had to upeud about Wallawalla. Mr. Ogden is a

~ general favourite ; and there is so much hilarity, and such a fund of
amusement about him, that one is extremely forttmahe to fall into his
company.

- After the departure of the brigade, Mr. Druyton set out to visit Dr.
Whitman, in_company with Mr. M'Lean, who was to proceed to
Okonagan with horses, to join Mr. Ogden. They rode about twenty
miles before dark, and passed over some of the pastures of the horses
belonging to the Company. Analluvial bank, one hundred feet in height,
was pointed out, over which the wolves had driven part of a band of
the horses of the Company, by surrounding them just before dark. This
took place some months before, and the horses were killed and eaten by
these voracious amimals.  The wolves are very numerous in this
countryy and exéeedingly troublesome.

The country passed over on the banks of the Wallawalla, and w:thhl
, half a mile of it, was green and fertile, This will also apply 1o the

banks of the small tributaries falling into the Wallawalla. To the north
and south are extensive prairies, covered with the natural hay of the
country, on which the cattle feed; here these grasses spring up in the.
early spring raifis, grow luxuﬂanlly, and are afterwards copverted ’
= into hay, by the great heat of the month of July. Thus dried, they -
retain all their juices. Of this hay the cattle are exceedingly fond,
and prefer it even to the young grass of the meadows bordering the
stream. B

The party reached the mission about dark, and were welcomed by
Dr. Whitman and Mr. and Mrs. Gray, of the American Beard of
Missions, This station was established in 1837, with three others, and
is known by the name of Waiilapte. The second station, called
Lapwai (clear water), is at the mouth of the Kooskooskee, under the
Rev. Mr. Spalding, The third was about sigty miles up that river, and

~ was called Kﬂﬁn‘;whera the Rev. My. Smith was stationed for two
E} finding, however, that he had no Indians 1o teach, or within

Fhy xeach":sf his station, he abandoned it. ‘l}n,fourth qnlﬁ!d (‘btmtkama.
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States, unﬂ,mnl kinds-

slood seven feet high, was in full head, and y

was um'gud some of it measured lﬁmuﬂ Il.

- reap this year about threo hund'red bushels of wheat, °
#Wn pol.atoes The soil, in I.hevlcumy of the sm :

Th Mty is susceptible of an,
‘.b-meld most luxuriant crops. In
ation seems to take place, owing to the &

~igland heee streams take their nae in tha’nlul m
-fony miles east of Wallawalla, ai gm never known to fail.
ﬂlm?hﬁmry dry, as it seldom

wwe«sﬁmm:
gmmrmulﬁmm counuy rty miles
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| mar Sbove spokeu of bemg the bearer. The
y that these two tribes have ever since been at peace
méa.'nnd all three have met annoally in this place to trade.
ittnan confirmed the old man’s statement from other tmdbnm '
received. The Grande Ronde is likewise resorted to for the
intities of cammass-root that grow thére, which '
marked. a favourite food with all the Indians. ""1’
onaries live quite comfortably, and seem eontented ; ﬁy -
appmhensmn of Indian daprediﬁhﬂ} '& :

respect by ﬂﬂmms. and they have made use of his services as a
physician, wﬁtﬁl does not seem to carry with it so much danger here,
as among l:bnﬁ&u in the lower country, or farther north.

These missionaries have quite a number of cattle and horses, which
require little or no attention, there being an abmd:mﬂ' hny mtl
grass. The price of a good horse is tweaty dollars.

This district is capable of supporting a mm# c&di. One

- Caynsech;efhasmmthmathmmﬂhomonﬂ:mfeadmg

gronnds. ¢
The wmters are 6{ thobt ﬂn'ee months’ duranon, and snow Uﬁs

r .mdoep and the weather very twi
hedmended'hﬂh plains the nmday.th&m_ as warm
rp!eumt. TIrass pand.mﬁy-ﬂmin OOTLL; e 4 “g
e it Sy 1o et «{
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daily, and there

< mmofﬂ:emmms mh-.hio'ktbﬂﬂilt they thiay obtaio a suffi- J“

" cient quantity of food by cultivating the ground, Many families of

: WMWQFMMMMMweH. > .g;i
ﬂﬂmhwdtbenmmhlgmwhlﬁmmﬁmwﬂ‘ o 1_

- They then dug ' mmqﬂhm‘
ke Wwﬂm@mmmwgﬁmmmmmym
u%gundemmd that there was enough water fortmh.mdﬁny
- much success as the missionaries.
mmmwgmamﬁhwehhecom which is
casily obtained with a gun, or by snares! The most numerous are the
i mw ‘and two species of hare. 1 s By b qetonsd
* In company with Mr. Gray, Mr. Drayton visited the Blue Moun- .
_=Mﬂmmhhgdwﬁmufﬁemm.ww j
nds of horses, 'bﬂongmgfw‘ﬁn»ﬂngmn Indians; the soil
i ed of decomposed






