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apart from the "*, who CObtitmed their meni~eat. .0Il paMi DO I'8pIIIl 
whale.ef 10 his movement.. To judge from bis exprnsioo of ~ 
nance, 1 should say he wal much grieved ; but Ihe next dey he w._ 
merry 85 any of tJ1C Olhera. ..,.fter being a wook witb lheao nali", ... . 
never saw nny Ragging in their spi ri ts, for with this uception,.11 wore 
goy and lively at their work. They nro not st rong t and have aD 

effeminato look, of which their monners also partake. 
The scenery before rel'lching the )mvcr mouth of the 'Viilamottc, i, 

divel'llified with high nnd low land, which, together with three lofty 
snowy peaks, aR'ord many fine vicws. The country begin. to open 
here, and is much better adopted to agriculture IhaD that lower 
down. 

At \Varrior Point wo entered the Callepuyn. (or tim purpole of 
.,'oiding the current uf the ri ver. At this lime of tho ycar this branch 
forms an extensive range of lakes, which reaches to w ithin a mile of 
Vancouver. The river was now high cnoush to make it convenient 
for w to take tbis roule. Shortly afler entering the Cnllepuyn, we 
were obliged to encamp, which we did in rather an inauspicious-looking 
place; but the bank hnd not yet absorbed sufficient moisture to make it 
even wet or damp. Mr. Drayton having shot a pigeon. we hlld some­
thing for supper, otherwise we should have gOlle without. for we thought 
when we left Astoria, we should reach Vancouver mnny hours befOre 
we actually did. On the approach to Vancouver, we passed one of 
the dairies. and some rich meadow-land, on which were grazing herds 
of fine cattle. We afterwards saw some flocks of sbeep of the best 
English and Spanish breeds. r 

It becoming necessary to make a short portage within a mile of 
Va1lcouver, we concluded to walk thither by the road. In this march 
we first entered a wood of large pines, which had an undergrowth of 
various flowering shrubH. The old stumps in the road wore overgrowD 
with tlle rod honeYluckle, iu full blol:Kltn. Lupiucs Gild other Bowen 
grow even in the roadway. 

We came in at the back part of the village. which contists of about 
fifty comfortable log houles. placed ill regular order on each .Ute of 
the rood, They are inhabited by the Company's servants. and \vere 
Iwarming with childten, whites, half-breed .. and pure JodianL The 
fort . tands at somo distance beyond the village, and to the eye appears 
Uke nn upright wall of pickets, twOOly-6"e feel high: this encloses the 
houses, tbopa •• ud magazines of the Company. The enclosure con­
tRins about four acres. which appear to be under full cultivation. 
Beyond the b1. large gnlnatiel were to be IIOOIl. At one end i. Dr. 
}f'Laugblia" houIe. built after the model of' the French Canaa illfl, of 
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ODI story, weather-boarded and painted while. Jt has a pilnza and .nut" flower-beds, wilh grape and other vincs, in froot. Between the 
steps. .re two old cannons 00 ICII·carri~, wilh n. few Inot. to spook 
defiance to the nOlives, who no doubt look upon them all very formi­
dable weapon. of destr.uction. I mention these, as they are the only 
wulike instruments to my knowledgo that are within lhf! pickets of 
Vancol1ver, which diffeu from all the other fort! in having no bastions. 
galleries, or loop. holes. Near by arc Ihc rooms for tho c le rks and 
visitors. "tilh the blacksmiths' nnd coopers' shops. In lhe ceotre 
stands the Romart Catholic chapel, and near by the flog-stnR'; beyond 
these again are the stores, magazines of powder, warerooms, aDd 
offices. 

\Ve went immediately to Dr. M'Laughlm s quarters. He W8l1 not 
with in. but we were kindly invited to enter. with the tlssurance thot he 
would soon ~turn. Only a few minutes elnpscd before Dr. M'Laughlin 
come galloping up. having understood thnt we had preceded him. He 
is II. toll fino_looking person, of a vcry robust frame, wilh tl frank m \y 
open eountcnllnee. and a Rorid eomple:x-ion; his bair is perfeeliy white.. 
1Ie gave us thal kind reception we had been led to e:tpect~rom bis 
well-known hospttaliLY. He is of Scotch pnrcntllge, but by birth, 0. 

Canadia n, enthusiastic in disposition, possessing great energy or eba­
racter, and extremely well suited rot the situation he occupies. which 
requires g reat tnlent nnd industry. He III once ordered dinner for us. 
and we soon fe lt oursekes at home, having comrortable rooms a5!ligood 
us, and being treated ns pan of the cslablishmellt. 

The situa tion of Vancouver is rnvournble for agricuhural purposes. 
and it mtly be said to be ,he head of navigation for sea-soing vouels. 
A vcsW"l of fourtoen feel draft or walor, may rench it in tho lowest 
state of the river. The Columbia at this point makes a considerable 
angle, and is divided by two islands, which extend upwards Ilbout 
three miles, to where the upper branch or the Willamette joins it. 
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TIle threa of lhe8e islancb aN eovered with (reM, eonsiBting or aUt. 
poplar .. pines, and oaks, white the centre it geberaUy prairie, and 
lower than the bonk!: they are principally compo5Od of end. n.m.. 
the rise of tho river in May and June, tho islands arc covered WIth 
water, thut fihers through the banks that arc DOL overflowed. Thi. 
influx render. them unfit for grain crops •• s the coldness of the wllW 

invariably destroy. every cultivatoo plant it touche .. 
The Company'! establishment al Vancouver is upon an extensive 

seale, and il worthy of the vast interest of which it is the centre. The 
residents meal al several t3blcs: onc for the chief fae'tor aDd his clerks; 
ODe (or their wives (it being against the regulations of the Company 
for their officers and wives 10 take their meals together); another for 
the missiollnricsl and another for tho sick and tho Catholie minion· 
aries. All is arranged in the best order, and I should think with great 
economy. Every thing ITJay be had within the fort: Ihey have nn ex· 
lensivo apothecary shop. Il. bakery, blocksmiths' and (loopers' shops, 
trade-offices for buying, others for selling, others again for keeping 
nceountll and transacting business i sllops for retail, where English 
manufactured articles may be purchased at as Iowa price, if not 
cheo~r, than in the United Slates, consisting of cotton and woollen 
goods, rendy.made clothing, ship-chandlery. earthen and iron ware, 
and fancy articles; in lIhort, every thing, and of e\'ery kind nnd 
description, including all sorts of groceries, at Iln advanco of eighty 
per cent. on the London prime cost. This ill tho C!ltablilhed price at 
Vancouver, bot at the other posts it ill one hundred per eent., to cover 
the estra expcnse!t of transportation. All these al'licles arc of good 
quality, and 8uilable for the servants, settlers and \'illiters. or the 
qurfolity 011 hand, .orne idea may be formed from the fact thal all the 
postS weft of the Rocky Mountains get tJleir annual supplios from thia 
dcp6L * • 

Vancouver is lhe heltd-fJul\rters or the Norlhwnt or Columbi •• 
Departmenl, which also includes ~ew Caledonia; aU the retuOl! of 
rurs are reeeh'ed here, and hither nil accounts arc lrnnsmiued for 
lICulement. Thete opel'1ltions occllJlioo a large mns. of busiDesS 10 be 
Lrnnaacted at this eslabli,hmcnl.. Mr. Douglass, n ctiief fBctor, and the 
RSsociate of Dr. M'Laughlin, Buists in thilt department, and takes 50Ie 
charge in his absence. 

Dr. M'Laughlin showed u. our room .. and tokl 1lI that the bell wa. 
the signnl for mCtlI!J, 

Toward • .anliet, tea..lime arrived, aDd we obeyed tho lummODi of 
11M bell, .... we were introdueed 10 .. Tera} of the gentleme of the 
eltablithfDlllb .. e met in a large haJJ, with a loog taw. tpnad whh 
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abundance of good fare. Dr • .M'Laughlio took the head of the table, 
with myself on his righI, Messrs. Dougla.n and Drnyloo 00 his len, and 
the others appnrently according to their rank. J mention this, as every 
ooe appears to have 0. relative rank, privilege, and station IUIsignoo him. 
and military etiquette prevails. The meal lasts DO longer than is 
necessary to satisfy hunger. With the officers who are clerks, business 
is the sole object of their life. and one is entirely at a lou here who hat 
nothing to do. Fortunately I found myself much engaged. and there· 
fore it suiled me. The agreeable company of Dr. M'Lnughlin and Mr. 
Douglass made t'be time at meals pll85 delightfully. Both of thele 
gentlemen were kind enough to give up a large portion of their time 
to us, and I fell occasionally that we must be tresplUSing on their 
business hours. After meals, it is the custom to introduce pipes and 
tobacco. It was said that this practice was getting into disuse, but I 
should have concluded from what I saw that it was at its height. 

Canadian French is genera\lyspoken to the servant.: even those who 
come out from England after a while adopt it, and it is not a. little 
amusing to hellI' tlle words they use, and the manner in which they 
pronounce them. 

The routine of a day at Vancouver is perhaps the same throughout 
the year. At early dawn tlle bell is rung for Lbe working parties, who 
800n after go to work: the sound of the hammers, click of the anvils, 
the rumbling of the carts, with tinkling of bells, render it difficult to 
sleep after Lbis hour. The bell rings again at eight, for breakfast; at 
nine they resume their work, which continues till one; then an hour ill 
allowed for flinner, after which they work till six, when the labours of 
the day close. At five o'clock on Saturday afternoon the work is 
SIOPpod, when the servants receive their weekly rations. 

Vancouver is a largo manufacturing, ngricultural, and commercial 
depot. and there are few if any idlers, except the sick. E.el)'body 
seems to be in aahurry, w~i1st there appears to be no obvious Te8.!lOn 
for it. 

Without making any inquiries, 1 heard froquent complaints made Df 
both the quantity and quality of the food iuued by the Company to its 
servants. I could not avoid perceiving that these complaints were well 
founded, if this allowance were compared w~th what we deem a 
sufficient ration in the United States for a labouring man. l\fanyof 
the servants complained that they had 10 spend 0. great part of the 
money they receive to buy food: this is £17 per annum, out of 
which tbey hMe to furnish themselves with clothes. They are 
engaged for five years, and aller their time has e~pired the Com· 
pany "ro obliged to send them back to England or Canada. if tooy 
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d.ire it. Generally, howeYet", ",ben .their tiJ'no expires thoy find 
themselves in debt., and ore obliged to eerve an extra time to pay it: 
and not unfrequently, at the expiralion of their cngngement, they 
have become auached, or married. to some Indian woman or half­
breed, end have children, on which Moount they find themselves 
unable 10 leave, and continue attachod to the Company's service, and 
in all respects under !lIe same engagement ns befotc. If they desire 
to remain and cultivate land, !lley are auigned a certain portion, but 
are slill dependent on the Company for many of tho ncc~saries of life, 
clothing, &.c. TfJis causcs them to l'leCome R 110ft o( ,'ossal, llnd com­
pel. them to execute the will of tho Company. In this way, however, 
order and decorum are preserved. together with steady habits. fo( few 
can in Any way long withstand this silent influence. The consequence 
is, that few communities are to be found more well·behaved and orderly 
than tbftl whieh ill formed of the persons who have retired from !lIe 
Company's service. Thot this power, el:ereised hy the officen of the 
Company, is much complained of. 1 am awnre, but I am satisfied thai 
ftS fu 8S tho morals of the seltlers and servants are concerned, it is 
used for good purposes. For instance, the use of spirits is almost 
entirely done away with. Dr. l\f'LRughlin hns acted. in a highly praise­
worthy manner in thi! particular. Large quantities of spirituous 
Iiquon are now stored in the magazines at Vancouver, which the Com­
pany have refused 10 mako an article of trade, and nOoo is now used 
by them in the territory for that purpo... They have found this rule 
highly beneficial to their business in se\ternl respects: more furs are 
taken, in consequence of those wbo lU'e engaged having mwer induce­
menu to err i the Indians arc found to be len quarrelsome, and pursue 
the (",hase-more eorutantly; and the settlers, as far as ] could hear, have 
been uniformly pro.perou!. 

In order to Bhow the course of the Compnny upon this subject, 1 
will mention -one circumstanoo. Tho brig 1'bomas U. Perkin.s arrived 
here with Q large quantity of rum 00 board, with other goods. Dr. 
M'Laugblin, on hearing of this. made overturell immediately for the 
purchase of the wbole cargo, in order to get pouession of the whiskey 
or rum, and I'IlJeceeded, The Doctor mentioned to mo that the liquor 
wall now in .tore, nn~ would not be sold in the country, and added, 
that the only object he had ill bnying the cargo wall to prevent the use 
of the rum. and 10 eustain the temperance cause. 

T he lICulen are ollM> deterred from crime!!, as the Company have the 
power of .send;ng them to CMarla for trial, which i. done with little 
COlt, by meau of the aMual cxpnmes which carry their nccount. and 
book~ 
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The interior of the M»URS in the fOl1 are unpretending. They are 
Gimply finished with pine board pllnels, without any paint: bunks are 
buil t for bedGtead,; but tbe whole. though plain, is as comfortable 118 

could be desired. 
J was inlroduced to ICveral of the minionaries: l\1r. and 1tlra. Smith, 

of the American Board of Missions; Mr. and Mrs. Gr~fJjtb, and ttlr. 
and l\lrs. Clarke, of the Self-supporting 1\fission; Mr. WaUer of lhe 
Methodist. nnd two others. They, for the most part. make Vnneouver 
their home, where they are kindly reccived and well entcrttlined at no 
expense to them\elves. Tho liberality and freedom from sectarian 
principles of Dr. lIt'Laughlin may be estimated from his being thus 
hospitable to miuionariel of 80 many Protestant denominations, al­
thougb he il a professed Catholic. and hal a priest of the lame fuith 
officiating daily at the chapel. Religious toleration i, allowed in ita 
fullest extenL Tbe dining·hall is given up on Sunday to the use of the 
ritual of the Anglican Church, and Mr. Douglass or a miSlionary reads 
the service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith had been in the country two years, Qnd were 
about leaving it for the Hawaiian Islands, in consequence 0;£ the ill 
health of Mrs. Smith. Mr. Smith informed mo that he had been 
settled on the KOOllkoo8koo. at a slation called Kamia. There were no 
Indians ncar that station, and consequcntly little dUly for a missionary 
to perform. All the above.named missions, except the Methodist. 
eame acrOSlJ the Rocky Mountains : they represented tho PillS through 
them as by no meaus difficult, and thaI they had entertained no appre· 
hension of 4he hostile Indians. They had accompanied a party of 
fur-tradeNi from SL Louis, and gave a deplorable account of the dis· 
lIipation and morals of the party. Messrs. Griffith and Cla.rkes:vere 
entirely disappointed in finding self·support here, and had it not been 
for the kindllOtls of Dr. M'Laughlin. wbo took thorn in, t~y would 
have luffured "\'ych. They were advised to settle Ihem5eives on the 
Faulio: Plains, where I have understood they ba\'e since talten land, 
and lucceedod in acquiring quite reJlpectable fanns. 

There are two large cntrance gatcs to the "fort" for wagons and 
carts, and one in the Tcar leading to the gronariea and the gn.rden: 
the latter is quite extensive. occupying four or 'ive acre.. and cootaill.! 
all kinds of ,·ogctables and many kinds of fruit, witll which the tabJes 
ore abundantly supplied by the gardener, "Billy Bruce." Ailer 
William Bruce', first term of service had expirod. be WIUI desirous of 
returning to EngI8~, nDd was ' accordingly 8cnt. Tlli, happened 
during the visit of J;>r. M' L::lughlin to England. O'le day an acci· 
dental meeling took place in a crowded streel of London. where he 
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Bruce wall accordingly taken again iuto employ, and sent back in the 
next ship. In the meon time, however, he was aent to Chiswick. the 
leat of the Duke ' of Devonshire, to get 0. little more knowledge of 
his duties, and remained till the vessel sailed; but no place wat like 
Vancouver to him, and all his success here continues to be oompared 
wilh Chiswick, which he endeavours 10 surpass: this is alike crod,itable 
10 both. 

Besides tbe storehousc.s there is also a granary, which ill a fm \ge 
building of (Wo stories, and the only one, the rest befug built of logs. 

10 3ddition to these. there are extensive kitchens and apartments 
for the half-breed nnd Indian children that the Company have taken 
to bring up and ed ucate. Of these there nrc now twenty-three boys 
and fifteen girls. who claim the particular attention of Dr. Itf'Laughlin 
and Mrs. Douglass. A teacher is employed for the boys, who super­
intends them nol only in IChool, but in the field and garden. During 
my stay 110 exnminatil;1fl took place, and although the pupils did nOl 
prove \'ery expert at their rending and writing, yet we had sulliciellt 
evidence that they had made some improvement, and were in a fair 
way to acquire the rudiments. Some allowance was to be made for 
the boys. who had been eonsulIltly in the field under their teacher for 
I few months past. Dr. M' Laughlin estimated the Jabour of four of 
these smail boys as equal to dial of a man. Il was an ioterestiog sight 
10 see these poor little cast-sway fellows, of aU shades of colour, from 
the pure Indian 10 that of the white. thu. snaLChed away from the 
vices and idleness of the snvage. They nil speak both llEoglish aDd 
French; they are also inSiructod in religious exercises. in which I 
tho~~ht they appelU'ed more proficieot thao in their other studi •• 
'rheso they are instructed in on Sunday, 00 which day they attend diyioe 
worship ~wice. They were a ruddy set of boys, and when at work 
had a busy appearance : they had planuAl and ra~ si .. hundred 
bushel4 of potatoes; Ilnd from what Dr. M'Lnugblin said to me, fully 
maintain tbemselves. The girls Ilre equally well cared for, Ilnd are 
taught by a female, with whom they live and work. 

An opinion hu gone abroad. I do oot know how, that Ilt this poSI 

there is a total disregttrd of morality and religion, and that vice pre­
domiuates. As far as my observatioos wenl, I feel mytolf ohligod to 
lI1ate, that every thing seems to prove lIlC contrary. aDd 10 bear testi­
mony that the officers of the Compo.oy are exerting lbemlGlYeI to 
chock vice, and encourage morality Bnd religion, iD a. very marked 
".llDCr; and that I saw no illtlance in which vice 'Wu tolerated in 
BUY degree. 1 have, indeed. reuon 101 beJieve, from tbe discipline aDd 
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the onmple of the l uperiorl. that the whole establishment is a pattern 
of good order and correct qcportment. 

This remark not ouly extends to this establishment, but as far as 
our opportunities weot (and all but two of their POSUI were visited), 
the sume good order-prevails throughout the country. Wherever the 
openuions of the Company extend, they have opened the way to 
future emigration , provided the menns necessary for the success of 
emigrants, and rendered its peaceful occupation an easy and cheap 
task. 

'I'he mode ill w~ich their trade i;J carried on, will give lOme idea of 
the Iyslcm pursued by the Company. All the imported goods are 
divided into three clas!ICs. viz.: articles of gratuity, those I)f trade, 
and those intended to pay for small serviccs, labour, and provisions. 
The first consiats of knives and tobacco; the second. of blankots, gUliS , 

c lolh, powder. and sbot; the third. of shirls. handkerchiefs, ribands. 
beads, &c. ',l1hese anicles are bartered al seemingly great profiUl, 
aod mllny persons imugine that large gain must be the result from the 
Jndian trade; but this is seldom the case. The Indians and settler! 
understand well Ihe worth of eacb article, and were not inclined to give 
fo r it marc than its real value. besides getting a present or .. potlatch" 
to boot. The Company are obliged to mnke advances to all their 
trappert, if they wish to 00 sure of their services; and from such a 
reckless set, there is little cenainty of getting relurns, even if the 
trapper hall it in hit power. In fact., he will not return wilh his season', 
acquisitions, union he is constrained to pursue the same course of 
life for ano'ttJer yeor, wheo hc requires II. new advance. In order to 
avoid losses by the depnnure of their men,lhe parties, some 'thirty or .. 
forty in number, arc placed under nn officer who has charge u .. lhe 
wJ,ole. These arc allowed to take their wivcs and even families with 
them ; and "Places, where they are to trap during the soason,.on some 
favourable groUQti, are as!l~gocd to them. These parties leave Van­
coover in Detober, and return by May or JWle. They usually trap on 
shares. and tlle portion lhey are to receive is defined by an agreement ; 
the conditions of which depend very much upon their skilL 

All tile profits of the Company depend upon economical manngo­
lOent, for the quantity of peltry in this !tectiop of the country, and 
indeed it may be laid the fur-trade on this side of the mountains, has 
falien off filly por cent. within the last few yearL It is indeed reported. 
that this bwillen at present is hordly worth pursuing. 

Mr. DougJa81l was kind enough to take me into the granary, which 
contained wheat, flour, badey, and oockwheat. The wheat u\'eroged 
.ixty-three pounds to the bushel i barley yields lwenty bushels 11,1 tl.a 
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Ere; buckwheat, in some !essons, givcs Q good crop, but 11 il by no 
mellns certain, owing to the early frmlls; oats do not thrive well; 
peas, beans, and potatoes yield abundantly; liule or no hay i. made, 
the cattle being able to feed aU the year round on the nntural hay, 
which ihcy find \'ory Dutritiouli, and falten upon it. The grail! IJtOWI 
up rapidly in the beginning of summer; and the subaoqucot heat and 
drought COllvert "it ioto hay, in which nil the juices a're preserved. 
Besides this, they have on the prairies along the river, two lux-u· 
riant growths of grns.s; the lirst in the spring, and the seeond soon 
after thc overOowing of the river lubsides, which it gencrnlly in July 
and August. The last crop lasts the remainder of thc season. Neither 
do they require IIlIclter, ·all.hough thoy are penned in at night. The 
pens arc movable; and the use of them i!!J not only for securi ty Bgllinn 
the wolves, but to manure the ground. 

The farm at Vancouver i!j: about nine milell square. On thi! they 
have two dairies .. and milk upwards of one hundred cows. There are 
also two other dairies. situated on \ Vapauto lslDnd on tho Willameue, 
where they have one hundred and fifty cows, whose milk is employed. 
under thc direction of imported dairymen, in making buttcr and cheese 
for the Russian settlements. 

They have likewise a grist and saw mill, both well constTuctllia, 
about six miles above Vancouver, on the Columbia river. 

000 afternoon we rode with Mr. Douglass to visit the dairy-farm. 
which lies to the west of V nncover, on the CaUcpuya. This was olle 
of the most beautiful rides I had yet taken, through fine prairies, 
adorned with large oaks, ash, and pinos. 'I'he large herds of calde 
feeding and reposing under the lroell, gave an air of civilization 10 tho 
SCeI"C, that is the only thing wanting in the other parts of the tel'rilory. 
Tho water was quite high; nnd many of the lillie knolls wore S01"­

rounded.- by it, which had tho appearance of small islets breaking the 
wide expanse of overflowing waler. • " 

This dairy is removed every year, which is found advantapolll to 
the ground, and affords the cattle better pasturage. The Block on the 
Vancouver farm is about three thousand head of cattle, two thousand 
five hundred sheep. and about throe hundred brood mares. 

At tbe dairy. we w9re regaled with mon es:cenent milk; and found 
the whole ottablishment well managed by a Canadian and hi. wife. 
They chum in bftrrcl-machines, of which there are .everaL All lbe 
cattle look extremely well, and are rapidly increaaing in numben. 
The COWl gin milk at the age ofeigbloen month •. ThoBe of the Cali­
fomia breed give a very small qusotity of milk; but when croeted 
with" from the Uniled St • ..,. and England, do very 'lll'en. 1 
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law two or threo very fioe bulls. that had been imported from 
Englnnd. Tho 8heep have lambs twice a year: those of tho Cali­
fornia breed yield a 'Yf;ry inferior kind of wool, whicla j" inclinod to 
be hairy ncar the hide, Bnd is much malted. Tbi. breed has beeD 
erosled with the Leicester. Bnkewell, and olher breeds, which has 
much improved it. The fleeces of the mucd breed are very heavy, 
weighing generally eight pounds, nnd some aa mue-.h as tweh·e. 
Merinos have been tried, but they are not found to thrive. 

The Cnlifornian horses are not equnl to those raised in Oregon: 
thoro bred near \~allawa1la nrc in the most repute. 

In one of our rides we visited the site of the first fort at Vancouver: 
it is Icss than a mile from the present position. nnd is jUlt on the brow 
of the upper prairie. The "jew from this place is truly beautiful: 
the noble river can be tmced in all it! windings, for a long distance 
through the cultivated prairie, with its gro\'cs and clumps of trees; 
beyond, the eye sweeps over ao interminable forest. mehing into 1\ 

blue haze, from which Mount Hood, capped with its eten101 snows, 
rises in great beauty. The tints of purple which appear in the 
atmosphere, are, so far as I am aware, peculin.r to thi8 country. This 
site wu abandoned, in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining 
water, and its distance from the river, which compelled them to 
transport every article up a high and rugged road. The lauer 
difficulty was encountered in the first location on Ihe upper prairie, 
because it was said that the lower one was occasionally flooded j but 
althougn this may have happened formerly, it is not fowld to occur al 

prescnt. " 
1 also visited tile grisl-mill, which is situated on a small stream, 

_ but owing to the height of the river, which threw a quantity of ~ck. 
water on the wheel, it was not in aClion. The mill has one run of 
stones, aod is a well·built edifice. Annexed to it is the house of the 
miller, who i . 0110 the watchmaker of the neighbourhood. ~he mill 
j. amply .uOicicnt for all the wants of the Company. Rnd of the sur­
rounding country. The saw-mill is two miles beyond the grist-mill. 
A liimilar mistake has been made in choosing ilS position, for Ihe mill 
is placed so 10\," that for the part of the season when they ba \'0 most 
water, they are unable to use it. There ure in it 8(weral runs of 
saws, aod it is remarkably well buill. In few ' buildings, indeed, can 
such material8 be ICCn as arc here used. The quality of timber cut 
into boortU. is inferior 10 what we should deem merchantable ill the 
United States. and i.little better thun our hemlock. The boards are 
shipped t tho Sandwich lslaods. and we here found the brig Wave 
taking in a cargo of lumber. These boards sell at Oahu for eighty 

• 
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dollan per thouso.nd. J could not ascertain their cost here. About 
t.enty men (Canadians and Sandwich Islanders) are employed at the 
mill. 

They ho\'o a large smith's shop here, which, besides doing the work 
of the mill, make. all the neil and hatchets used by tho trappera. 
The iron and steel nrc imported: tho tools are manufactured at II 

much lcss price than those imported, and aro moro to be depended on. 
A trapper's success. in fact. depends upon his axe j aod 00 thia being 
lost or broken, he oeccssarily relinquishes his laboul'l, aod return! uo­
successful. I was surprised Ilt socing tbe celerity ('with which thoae 
axes 3re made. Fifey of them, it is s:lid, can be manufactured in Ii. 

day, and twenty-fi"e are accounted an ordinary day's work. They 
are eogerly sought after by the Indians, who are very particular that 
the O1e should have a certain shape, somewhat like a tomahawk. 

From tho mill we crosscd over to one of the sheep-walks on the high 
prairie. The loil 00 this is D light sandy loam, which yields a plentiful 
crop of columlJiue, lupine, Dud cammass-fiowers. Throughout those 
upper prairies, in places, are seen growing pincs of gigantic dimensions 
and toweril)g height, with their branches drooping to the ground, with 
c lumps of oakl, elders. nnd maple. These prairies have such an air 
of being nrtiflcially kept in order, that they never cense to c reate sur­
prise, and it is difficult to believe tbat the hand of taste and refinement 
has not been at work upon them. 

On our way back to Vancouver, we met the droves of horses and 
cattle that they were driving to the upper prRirie. on account of the 
rise of the river, and tbe COllsequent flooding of the bw ground .. 
This was quite an interesting sight. A certain number of brood maM 
Rre ~assigoed to each hOffle j and the lauer, it is said, is ever mindful 
of his troop, and pre\'euts them from straying. An old Indian is em­
ployed to walch the horses, who keeps them constant company, and i. 
quite fll.rrii liar with every indivitlllni of his·chaTge. (We reoched: the 
fort ju.t at sun6Cl, after a ride of twenty mile&. It waa such a ItJU01. 
as reminded me of home: the air wus mild. and a pleaunt bree&e pre­
vailed from the wen j Mount Hood showed itself in all ill glory, risiog 
out of the purple haze with which the landscape was !hTOuded. 

On thil night, (20th May,) the waters of the Columbia took a rise 
of eighteen inches ill f ten houl1l, and apprehensions were entenained 
that the crops on the lower prairie would be destroyed. The ueual 
time for the highest rise of the river is in the middle of JUDe, but tho 
heat of tbe spring and lummer is auppo.ed to bave cauaed il8 ri., 
sooaer this yoar. • 

Tho crop of .. heal of !be Iut year bad been paniaUy des..."... • 
• 
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causing a 1011 o( a thousaod bushels. Although the Columbia dOM 
oot overflow its banks nny where except in the lower prRirie, !.here arc 
quicksnnds in these, through which the water, before it reaches tho 
height ofthc embankment, percolates, and ri9C!l on Ihe.low perU! of the 
prairie. ]0 consequence of tho low temperature of the water, as J 
have before observed, it chills and destroys the gra in. 

J witnessed the Columbia at its grentest.. ond least heights. and DO 

idea can ba formed of it unlen seen at both thcso epochs. The flood 
is a very grand sight from the bnnk8 of the ri ver at Vancouver, al it 
passes 8wiftly bY' bearing along the gigantic forest trees, whose im­
mense trunks appear as mere chips. They frequently lodge for a time, 
in which case others arc speedily caught by them, which ohHtrucling 
the flow of the water, form rapids, until by n sudden rush thc whole 
is boroo ofl' 10 the ocean, and in time lodged by the currents on some 
remote and savage island, to supply the natives with canoes. I also 
wilOeucd tbe undermining of large trees on the banks, \lnd occasional 
strips of soil : thus does the river yearly make iuroadll on its banks, 
and changes in its channels. 

From the circumstance of thill annual inundation of the rivet' 
prairies, they will always be unfit for husbandry, yet they arc admi­
rably ndapted for grazing, except during the periodll of high wllter. 
There ill no precaution that can prevent the inroad of the wator. At 
Vancou\'er they were at the expense of throwing up a long embnnk· 
ment of earth, but without the desired effect. It has been found lha' 
the crop of grain suffers in proportion to the quantity of the st::.lk im· 
mersed: unless the wheat is completely covered, a partial harvest may 
be e"pectcd. 

The temperature of the waters of the Columbia, during the ma,nths 
oeMsy and June, was 42°, while in September it bad incroo8Cd to 68°. 

The waters of the Columbia have no fertilizing qualities. which is 
remarkable whep, the extent of its course is considered: on the con­
trary, it is said, from experience, to deteriorate and exhaust lhe soil. 
It is. when taken up, quite clear, although it has fl turbid look DS it 
flows by. Quantities of fine sand are however borne along. and baing 
deposited in the eddies. rapidly form banks, which alter the channel in 
places to a ~at degroc. • 

nuriDg my l1ay at Vancou\'er, 1 had a visit (rom three of a party of 
eight young American!!, who were desirous of leavi ng the country, bUI 
could not accomplish it in any other way but by building a vC!l$CI. 
They were nol di ... tidicd with the forritory, bUl they would nol settle 
lhemaelves down in il. becaUlJO lhere were no yoong WOOleD to marry. 
except aqua'll" vr half-breeds. They informed me that they were lhen 

'lot.. IV. .3 
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r eDgaged in building a vessel on the Oak blonds in the WilIllmette ; 
where I promiaed to vje:it-them on my way up the river. 

I found them in difficulty with Dr. M:>Laughlin> who had refused 
to furnish them with any more supplies> in consequence .. os he stated, 
of their baving" obtained those already given them under false pre­
tence .. 

• 

• 

, 
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WIJ.LAMETTE VALJ.EY. 

1841. 

ON the 3d of June, we had made 'arrangements for leaving Van. 
couver, and proceeding up the \Villamettc; but tho weather was so 
stormy. that we deferred our depndure until the following day. 

Dr. M'Lnughlin had kindly iur~ished us with a large boat, and. 
although we had provided ourselves with provisions. we found in ber 
a large bf;1Sket filled . with ever'! thing that travellers could oeod, or 
kindneu suggest. - . 

The barge in whiC:h we embarked was one that usually carried 
(reight; but it had 6een fitted up with acats for our usc. 80 that we 
found oursel~cs extremely comfort3ble; and-oUl: jaunt was much 'more 
pleasant than if we had been confined to a 8m~1I canoc. l'he&& flat· 
bottom boats arc capable of carrying three hundred bushel!! of w lleal, 
and have but a ~aU draft of water; when well manned. they are 8! 

fait al the canoes, and are exceedingly well adapted to thc ntvigatioll. 
of the rh'er : the,. are al80 provided with larg'] larpawlioga to protect 
their cargo from the weather, 

From Vaneouver we floated down with the cutrell! to the Uppefl 
mouth of the Willumelle. which we entered, and before night passed 
the encampment of the Rcv, Jason Lee. prindpal of tbe Methodilt 
Miuion in Oregon. who was on bis way to Chtlsop, at the mouth of. 
the Columbia. We stopped with him for an hour. He wa. accom­
paDied. by bil wife. Mr. and Mrs. Whitwell, a i d two or three children. 
Their eneampmeot W81 close to the river, 8,nd consisted of two .mall 
..... Mr. Lee gave DI a wa'rm invitation to vilit the settlemcnt on 
tI.e W'dIameue. that foR*tailing our intentioDs to do so. 

'J'heo mus;uitaa. ad I&nd-tliea were so annoyi ng. thai wo .ere 
("'IJ 
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glad to aeek (or highet ground to encamp on, ror the purpose of 
escapiDg tbem. 

The Willamette river is generally about me-fourth of • mile wide. 
For the distance of foor miles from it, entra:ooe into the Columbia iu 
banks are low, and during the nee of the latter are overflowed, itl . 
waten; being bocked into the Willamette. There i. little current to 
contend with in Ihis river during this 108800. ARcr paning this low 
ground, tbe banks become high and preeipiton .. and are in only a few 
placet! suscoptible of cultivation. 

We encamped on the island occupied by tbe young American., of 
wbom 1 spoke in the preceding chapter, and d ose to the place where 
they were building their vessel. The group of which it is ono, i, called 
the Oak Islands. 

On landing, we were introduced to thorn all. They had reached 
tne Oregon country by c ro8ling the Rocky Mountains. a year before, 
and worked on the Willameue, where they first proposed to seule 
themselves; but they found that that wus out of the question, as there 
was Hule or no pro!pect of their being contented, and they were 
now bent upon leaving tho country at all hazard!. Everyone with 
whom I ~ke gave them a good character, except one, and r found 
thai, shortly aftcr my visit, he had been turned out of the partner. 
ship. 

The vessel they were building was a small schooner. One of their 
number having served a sborl time in II. ship-yard in the United States, 
the ron were employed as his as"istants, cutting timber nnd preparing 
the plnnk. which they procured from the cedar on the banks of the 
river. 

I ' xplaincd to them the cause of Dr. 1\1'Laughlin's refusal to as.iff. 
them, which tJley denied most positively. I then ' told tbem it was 
proper Ror them to deny having nothoriz~ any trick or deception. on 
doing which J was sure they would receive any aseistance that lay in 
the power of Dr. M'Lnughlin. This they subsequently did, and J was 
informed that they thon received all the aid he had it in his power to 
give. 

r tried to diuuade these young men from mailing their voyagei for I 
fOUDd, on conversing '(Vith them, that nol one of them knew any thing 
about tho sailing of a vessel or navigation. I therefore knew how 
great dangers they wou~": experience on the voyago even to California. 
whither they intended to go, with the intention of taking lOa-otter by 
the way on the coast of Oregon. After their arrival at San Francileo 
it was their plan to tell their vouel and cargo, if they were {ortlI­
nate enough to obtain IIOY, or if not. to [(0 down the cout further. 
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.. beD they woaId cro. over the COtIDlr),. aDd return by tho way of 
Mexico or TeJl:as. 

Jt gue me much plOlllure to see the buoyancy of spirit, 110 truly 
chlU'aC18rittic of our countrymen. with which they carried on their 
plan. 

Befote I left the Columbia in September, they asked mo for ..... 
loher for their protection ; at the same time informing me that their 
vesael was launched. met their expectatiolls, and was callod tbe «Star 
of Oregon!' 

The grove of olk on this is.land was beautirul, forming an extensive 
wood. wilh DO undergrowth. The species thai growl here is 9. whilO­
oak. of very close grain. It, specific gravity is much greater than 
wllter I and it is used for the purposes to which we apply both oak and 
hickory. It makes excellent hoops for casks. and iB the only timber 
of this region th3.t '.is con!idered durable. 

The next morning, I Jeft ~be boat-builders. after 'Qlsuring them lilal 
Lhey should have nil the assistance I could give them in their outfiL 

Aner we hnd embarked, we were told by our guide, Plumondon, 
that he had with him saddles and bridles. oDd orders for horses, &c., 
in order that we might meet with DO delay or inconvenience in our 
trip up the Willamette. 1 fclt these kind auentions Ilnd the manner 
they were bestowed; nnd it gives me great pleasure to acknowledge 
how much we wore benefited by tbem. 

Early on the morning of the 6th, we set out for the fnlls of ihe 
Willamette. As they are npproacbed, the river becomes much nar· 
rower; and the banke, which are of trnp rock, more precipitous. Tbil 
river is novigable for small ve!lscls, el'eu at its lowest stage. as high as 
the mouth of the Klackamus, three miles below ill falls. In th"low 
state of the river; there il a rapid at the Kiaeknmul . 

'Ve renched tbe falls about noon, where we found the IQ,ISIItOnary 
slation under t.ht\ charge or the Rev. Mr. Waller. The Hud~n Bay 
Compu.uy havo a. trading-posl bere, and aTe packing fish, which the 
Indians catch in great quo.ntitics. Thill is said to be one of the best 
salmon· fisheries on the river. 

There was a petty di,pute between Mr. Waller and tbe Company. 
and he complained of them . It seems that the ompany refuse to buy 
allY beaver-skins,eIcept from the hunten nnd trappers; and be accu.:ie!l 
ahem of monopoly io consequence. The CoG1p4ny, on the other hand, 
say that lbey have DO idea of soiling goods out of their own t10rea. for 
the pt.U'POM: of eoabliog othen to enter into compelilioo with them ; and 
that lbey will.,are DO expense Lo keep the trade, 85 long as they can. 
in their own baod.. 'rbi, is ~r1aioly not unfair. J cannot help fooling 
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Il ................. abo tired. """''1, '" be -....... ...... 
01 aDy kind. To embark. ill tta8ic mutt. I think .... to dellroy die 
~ of a miuionary. or diverl bit aUealion from the peal CM..e 

;. which he is engaged. I am vary far from auaching uy bJamo on 
thi. account to the miaionariea" wOOee avowed object it to teach &he 
IlI1a of civilization, as well Be the Word of God, aDd 1 ha ... ~ doMbl 
that they are doing aU in their power to promote too lalter object I "I 
I am dispoeed 10 think, that nny camplainta again.t tho Hudeoa Bay 
Company for eDdeavouring to keep the trade in their own banda, comes 
with an ill grace from the members of a miuioo who re daily recei,iDs 
tho kindest attentions and hospitality from its officers. 

Mr. Waller and his wife gave us a kind welcome, and inlli.ted upon 
our taking dinner with them. As they have no servants, MtL Waller 
prepared the dinner. while Mr. Waller took care of tbe out-door 
buline8$. Though tne houge was built of rough materials, it wu very 
evident that neatness and. order prevailed. Her mlloagemoot of the 
bome-mado cOvkiug-lIlOve which stood in the room, claimed my admi· 
ration. At the same lime sbe made herself quite agreeable; and althougn 
.be had many, very many things to contend with, appeared quite lIo.u.. 
6ed with her lot and condition . 

.After we had partaken of our dinner, consisting of salmon and lelt, 

with brend and butler, Mr. Waller took Ull to see the falls. On our 
way tbither, he pointed out a log house that had been buill by the 
agent of :Mr. Slacum, in order to !IOCur6 the right of site or mill-privi­
lege!!. The Hudson Day Company hove gone to conlliderable cXPCQI8 
in blasting the rock for a mill-race for the sarno purpooo; but from 
appearnnces, thill work hall remained untouched for lIe lleral ycars. 
~he f~lIs of WilInmetle are about twenty feet in height, and probably 

offer the best mill-sitee of any plnce in the neighbouring country. Being 
at the hpad of o8\ligo.tion for lC6-vessclll, and near the great wheat­
growing valley of the Willamette, it must ue a place oj great resort. A 
'Mr. Moore, from the Western States, whom I saw on the Willamette, 
lDfOMned me that be had taken pout:lssion of \he west side of tbe fnlt!!, 
UDder a purchase from an old Indian chi~f. Wiletber sucb 'ille. will 
be rocogniaed by tho gOllernment, is IIlready 11 mailer of apeculation in 
the country i and there is much talk of pre-emption righUJ, &e. , 

At lbo time of our visit to the falllJ the ealmon.filh6ry W81 at ill 
_gbt, aod was 10 ua ~ nowel ak well III an amulling lIICCoe. The 
.almoa Jeep the {aU i anCJ it would be inconceivable, if DOt aetualb' 
witneued. how they cap force themeeillos up..nd afler a IMp of' fNIa 
I .. to ':"1M feel re&a.in ttreotJlb eoough to 'letn the iaroI of ....... 
above. About one in ten or iho.e who jumped. would IUOC_ ia 
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getting by. They arc &eofI 10 dart oot of the foam beneath and reach # 

about two-thirds uf the height, '" a 8inglo bound: those IhM thUII 

pllned lho apex of the running -walor. 8ucceed; but all thaI fell ,horl, 
were thrown back again into the foam. 1 nover !lftW tiO many fi !l.t\ 
collecl~d toget her before j and the Indians are constantly employed ill 
taking them. They rig out two stout poles, long enough to pro)E!ct 
over the foaming clluldron, and secure their larger ends to the rocks. 
On the outer end they make 11 platform for the fishermao to 81and 011. 

woo is perched on it with a pole thirty fOCI long in hand, to which the 
net is fastened btn hoop four feet in diameter: the net is mado In slide 
on the boop. so as to close ils mouth when the fiah i. I!l.kcn. The modo 
of using the nct is peculiar: they throw it into the foam as far up the 
streBrr\ as they can reach, and it being then quickly carried down, tho 
fish who are ruMing up in n contro. ry direction, are caught. Some­
times twenty largo fish are taken by a single person in nn hour; aotl 
it..is ooly surprising that t,,-iee all many should not be caught. 

W. l.u,"uy" . ..... ~ 

The river at the (. .. 1Is is three hundred and ~ny yards wide. and il l 

greatest fall twenty-five feet. ' Vheo the w,er il not very high, tho 
rapids begin some distnnce above the falls.. Some of tho Indian. are 
in the habit of coming down in canoes: to the brink of the falls, where 
they lItCure thcmllelveS" by thrusting down poles in the ctm'ices of the 
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\r rook. There they take maay fith. that have succeeded iD PllJling the 
lower rail, with a book faa1ened to the end of • pole. Theile arc 
c81cemcd to be of the best fla"our, 01 they are the strongest and 
(aucst. It il said from these places tho fish can be seen very di .. 
tinclly palsing up. and are taken very raprdly i but few Indi~n. are 
wiUing or expo!IC themselves lO the TUik of fishing there. Tbe number 
of Indians at the WilJamelto Fall. during tho fishing IICason, is about 
sevenly, including all ages and &ejll;CS: thero are other. who visit the 
falls in canoes for fish, which Ilt lime. will rai!JC the number 10 not far 
from one hundred. Tbose fish which are unable ft> get up. remllin 
.orne lime nt tho falls. very much C:dUlustcd, and finally resort to the 
smaller streams below. Mr. Drayton's sketch of tho scene i8 given in 
lhc vignette. 

The rocks hero change their chllraclcr within a few miks. Much 
,'olennic scori" .. vesicular lava. and pudding.stone. inlenninglcd with 
block, of trap. and many crystols of quaru. occur, My attention WIlS 

callod to this particularly by old Mr. Moore. who had sct up his claims 
to the wcst side of tho falls, communicating to mo in confidence thttt 
he intended to erect furnRces for smelting iron, &C. Although I saw 
tJle old man some time afterwards, and told him of his mistake, he 
would not believe that he had been io error. On the rock! nrc to be 
.een large knots of lamprey eels. worming themselves up. which make 
them look at a little distance ns if alive with snakes. 

After spending some time al the falls. wc returned to the house, and 
thence passed over to the west Bide of the river in a OOaL Plumondon 
informed us that all our baggage had been transported O"eDthe ponago. 
which is about II third of n mile in length. 
O~ landing, we passed through no Jndinn village. which was abso­

Jutcly !\vnrming with ncas; n fihh icrplacc ca nnot oo.found in Oregon. 
Before "{!! reached our OO:Il. 1\ heavy Khower of rain overtook Ull. and 
gave us a g:ood drenching; we, however, c-mbarked Qlr Camp Maude 
du Sable. \Ve now found our progreS! very different from what wc 
bad made below the falls : the current was slrong. and we made but 
liule head~ay; our bontmen being intent upon miNIs "dvantllga of 
the Imallest eddies, we were continually erO!l!iDg nnd recrossing the 
river ror Ihi. purpose. The banks had become much higher aod more 
pieture.que. This pa:-' of the river is considered dangerous when the 
water is high. aod ac~cnt. frequently occur; for this realtOo, the 
Judiam: in palliog are stid in the habit of making II propitiatory ofRsriag 
of II)nte of their food. Buch 8!1 dried salmon or peal, in order thai !.bey 
may ha"e •• ra punge by. Beforo night we encamped';' ..... 



; . 

• 
WI LLA. £"T? • ALLEY. 

1M &on, • ....., OIl • berrea point 01 "nd, 11111I0I\10 height .!;moe the • 
ri'l8f', wnere .. fOtUJd "'ferIl D'loeIOI in ftower, which we had not met 
with_ 

AL thiaJ MUOn of \be year, the ri\lfIT il not high: ill rite Ulually 
tak_ ".ce in February and MlI.rch. when it beeomet very much 
.. oIlen, and with ita tributaries doetl much damage. ~ 800ch, 
..... ver, are of very shott duration, for the descent i, 10 raptd that 
the walen ato IJOOn dilCharged. It was raining quite hard when we 
paJIOd Camp .Maude dll Sable, a saOOy point just al tho opening oat 
of the Willametfe V3.]Jey. which Wo.! one t>f the poinu orii,oinaJIy 
occupied when the river Will fil1lt. e'Xpiored by tJle whites. About two 
mi)e. furlher up the river is Champooing. eigiltceo miles a1>o\'o the 
faUst which we reached at about 4 1'. M. Here we found a few log 
houses, one of which belonged to D Mr. Johnson, who gave us a 
hearty welcome. Mr. Johnson was formerly a trapper in the audlOn 
Bay Company's IIOrvice, but l.as begun to farm here. Ue invited us 
to lake up ollr quartel1l with him. and nlthougb they were not very 
pleasanl, in o.ppearance, we thought it better to aC(lept the invitation 
lhan to pitch our tents on the wei ground in the rain. To reach his 
dwelling, we paued tbrough water over our shoes. Tbo bou.sc had 
lilLie the appearance of belonging to a white mnn, bot his welcome 
made amends for wany things. We were .won installed in his bed­
room, where, in looking round, my eye WIlS arrcsted by n print o( the 
capture o( tJle frigate Gucrriere by tlte Constiluliou, wbich led me to 
speak concerning it, when 1 found be had been in that action. This at 
once made'l18 old friends, for J found him (amiliar wilb the characte"r 
of nn our naval men, and I had much plCllsuro in listening to hill 
anecdotcs, and hearing him speak in high terms of many ofJhose 
officen 10 whom 1 feel personally nllached. It was delightful to hear 
his UQ\'amishod accounl of Commodore Hull's coolneas al\~ conduet 
in..the nelioh. ~ohnlOn ns'ed mllny questiOn! aboullhc young officers 
he had known. I W9!l equally diverted with his own nd~entOJ'M. 

...Finding, after lhe excitement of wllr was o\'er, he oould not be con· 
.ten\ (0 lead a quiet life, he determined to adopt the business of t""pping. 
In thi. he was eng3.ged until the lasl few yenrs, whell he hnd eeuled 
himself down here, and tnken an Indian girl fOI his wife, by whom he 
had IICveral children. To the latter he anld 11e wal desirou. of gi~i.ng 
a good education, Ilnd (or thi. purpose ho hal engaged did Mr. Moore. 
&om lUinoil, to pan 8C\'era l months with him. JohnllOn had all the 
ear aDd independent charActer of a trapper; ret I could stm pcr­
... thal be bad Iw'ging about him somewhat or lhe fOOling of disei· 
pl_ hi he had Ilcquiroo in tho service. llill Indian wife is CXlrtllHely 
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, .useful in .... iDg every &bing, __ tOing ca1'e of the hOltl8bold 
concerDt, and iI rather pn:tty. JohntOn's eetimate of her wes that 
she wal worth" half. dOPoen eivWwd ",iva" There is little c .... 
linesl, h09.'ever, about hi. hOU80, and many of the duties lite left to 
two young male SIIlVClI, of Indian bluod. but of what tribe 1 did not 
learn. Johnson's farm conailts of nbout forty acres under culti,'ation: 
hi. whent aod potatOCl were Hourilhing, and he had a folera"Ne 
kitchen-garden. He hal !OlIle little stock, but complainod much of the 
Oregon tiger, or American panther. These voracioua animals are 
numerous and bold: tJu, night before we arrived, thly had entered the 
ecn and 'killed a calf. regardless of the dogs; and an alann wal 
given on the night of our IIlay. when all the gunll were in requizJilion, 
and noise enough. was made in getting ready, to scare away dozen. of 
them. 

We were informed thal there arc plenty of elk, and deer. and tbat 
the griJ%ly bear is also common. The flesh of tho latter animal ill 
"'Y wuch OIleemOO. Wild ducks and gease arc quite numerous in 
lhtJ .pring nud fall, covering the ri\'ers, lukes, and pond!!. 

There arc four hou!ICs and three lodges io sight of Johnson'! farm, 
whence n.ll the neighbours cdll~ to see U!I. 'fhey were JOIn the !IOrt 
of meo one would expect to fiOO in slIch a place. One was an old 
mall by the name of Cuonon, who bud been one of the party with 
Lewis and Clarke, and was from his own account the only rcmninjog 
one in tJlC country. fie likes the country, and says he IhinkB thero 
is 00 ueceuity for Dr. lWLaoghlin's authority or laws to govern it. 

Old :Moore had some shrewdncBs, and was exceedinb04y talkative; 
he possessed much information in relation to the country he had pasled 
thro'{qh. which I found to correspond to what I bave since received 
from other BOUrCes. He had crossed the mountain!' tbe ) 'ear before, 
ond fou~ no difficulty in making tho trip. Ue intends to retum and 
bring out hi' family , being of opinion Iho.t - the eoun\fy is 0. fino one. 
and exceedingly healthy, aDd lhal it will compare well with tho lands 
0( Aliaouri .00 flIinois. The great objection to the upper eoontry, 
011 she roule by which we travelled, Wt"l the want or wood. 

Another or theta men W&I named George Gay, of whom I ahan 
!p8&k hereafter. ~ 

We IOUDd thill, at ls4id before, a dirty hou88: the people were idlo 
aad food of lounging, a&j all I bave yet acen are uncombed and ...... 
shaved. 

Ttte. people were quite alive on the subject of }aWl, eoarw. iIIId 
magiltratee. iaclwlin« governors. judges. &c. I ........... ,_ 
..... committee bad been appoiDtod to wail bpoD: me • ..,."U'riHl 
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It. the minion, to bold a. con.ultation relative to the ewtablishnlont of · 
llettled govemmenta. JObll8Ofl, trapper-like. took what 1 thougbt the 
S(M&Ddest view, .aying thllt they yet lived in the bush. and let all do 
rigbt, thero wa. DO neceuity for laws, lawyeTi. or magistrates. 

Having our camp equipage with U". together with plenty of pro­
vi.ions. our IICn'Bnt managed without pUlling him or hia wife to much 
inconvenicnce i nod a lthough we ,msscd an uncomfortable night, fight­
ing with the flelLS. yct wc both agreed it was bener than if we had 
been in Ollr tents. 

In the mornio~ we found horses waiting. under charge of Michel 
La Framboise. who is in the employ of the Company, and WII' very 
happy to sec us. He originally came out in lbe ship Tonquin, and 
was ooe or tile party thatlonded III Astoria. where he bas resided ever 
since. either in the employ of the Northwest or Hudson Bay Com­
pany. Michel is of low stature, nnd rather corpulent, but he hal 
great energy and aClivity\of both mind and body, indom itnble courage, 
and all the vivacity of IL Frenchma n. He hal travelled in all parts of 
the country. and says that he bas a wife of high rAnk in every tribe, 
by which melLns he has insured his safety. From him 1 derived 
much information, and to him .11 parlies refer at posseasing tho mo.t 
accurala knowledge of the country. He genernlly has charge of a 
party, o.nd WIl8 formerly engaged in trapping; bLlt of lale yeaM! pus­
ing through the country to Co.li fornia and back. Ihd it not been for 
his pronencSff to dissipation. I am informed he would hove rillCo in 
the Company's lICrvice. To me he complained that he had not re­
ceived who .. he considered his due, and that he was no better off than 
twenty years before, fBying, " he w as sli11 Michel La Frnmboise. only 
older." 8 

I wu glalt to. moot with a guide of such intelligencc; and hllYiBg 
mounted our horses, we rode through the \VilIamene Valley. (0 it 
we passed manv small farmll, of from finy to one hundred acres. 
~Ionging to IIlC old IICrvonts of the Company, Canadian!!, who bue 
settled here: they all appear very comfortable and thriving. We stop­
red fo r a few hours al tbe Catholic Mission, t.welve tnilCII from Cham­
pooing. to call u{l9n the Rav. Mr. Bnchel6t, to whom I had a note of 
introduction, from Dr. M'Ln.ughlin, and who ~ived me with gt'e4t 
kindnesa. Mr. Bachclct ii.here settled among hi. flock, and is doing 
peal good 10 the sectlcn in ministering to ,~ir tempol'1ll as well as 
spiritual wanla. 

He ~ke 10 me much about the symem of laws the minority of the 
lelta. were _rollS of establishing. but which he hnd objected to. 
and .~h·iIed his pearle h) refu!C to co-opcrAlc in; Klr he Wa!J of opinion 
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( that the number of IOltiers in the Wilinmette Valley would DOt war· 
rant tbe eslablishment of a constitution, and as far liS his people were 
coneerned there was certainly no necessity for one, nor had he any 
knowledge of crime having been yet commiued. 

Annexed to Mr. Bache16t's hou86 is a small chapel. fully capable of 
containing the present congregation. 

They are erecting a large and comfortable house for Mr, Dachel4t. 
aOer which it is intended to exteod tho chapel. These housoa are 
sjtuated on the borders of an extensive level prairie, which is very 
ferlile, bning a Tich deep alLuvial soil; they also ifave near them a 
fo~t of pine, oak, &c. They are now occupied in turning up the 
fields for the first lime. Mr. BIlche16t informed me that ' it was in· 
tended to take cnough of land under cultivation to supply a large com· 
munity, that will be auached to the mi88ion; fOT it is the intention to 
esUiblilh .chao)s here, fOT the instruction of too Indians as wella8 the 
CAu.dianll and other ltCulers. He has already ten Indian chil,dren 
under bia caro. Mr. Bacheldt iofonnoo me that the mission had been 
eaablished about a year, and that it had already done much good. 
When be first arrived all the settlers were living whh Indian women, 
whom they have .inee married, and thus legalized the connexion. 
This was the first Slop he had laken toward, their mOTal improvement., 
and he had found it very successful. There were about thirty Cana. 
dio n families settled here, besides about twenty persons who have no 
fixed tcsidence, and a.re labourers. The number of Indiana is esti· 
mated at between four and fj\'e hundred. including all tribes, .!lCS8i, 

!too ages. The district under Mr. Dachelet's superintendence tnkOll 
lA about fifty square miles, including the Willomotte Volley, Fuuli!.¥. 
end lam.HiII Plains, Rnd extending below tho Willamette Falls .. 
far .. the Klnckamlls riv~r, The number of while roaidents. ill­
cludiDg ~ miaiooariet of both denominations, i. thought to be aboul. 
sixty. ' u 

Mr. Drayton, Michel, and myself, dined with Mr. BacbeWt. on 
oatmeal porridge, venison, .trawberries. and cream. Th .. hpepi&aln, 
was tendered with good aud kind feeling .. and with a goodemaol, 
deportment tiull spoke much in his fnvour, and made OJ regrac. 10 Ie& .. 
hi, company 80 -oon. 

When we reached ~lichcl's house, he WI. Ilfy findill8 there WU-DO 

furahu oeed foI' hi. II61\ice .. as we were now accom.-oied by PlUoo 
fftOIMIoa. JobMOCt. George Goy. and oue or two other .... , with -We lOOn after came to some AmericaD and ~j • .ua.,., ud 
dtea entered _ odie grounds or the Medaodill II .. ", -0. ef" 
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lint sights that caught my eye was a patent threshing machine in the 
middle of the road, thalllOOmcd 10 have boon there for B length of time 
totally neglccled. 

We rodo un to the log hou!lCs which tho Messrs. Lee built when 
they first souled here. In the neighoourhood lire the whcelrigbl's and 
blacksmith's, together with their ..... ork..shops. belonging to the mission, 
nnd, about a mile 10 the east, the hospital, built by Dr. White, who 
was formerly attached to this mission. I wall informed by many of 
the senler! that this gentleman had rendered very ell!ICntial tervice 10 

this district. His' conoexion with the mission ..... as dissolved whcn he 
returned to the United Stales.' 

Tbo hospital is now used for dwelli'\gs by some of the missionnrics. 
It is; perhaps, tbe best building in Oregon, and accommodates at 
present four: families: it is n well·built fro me edifice, with 0. double 
pinzzB in front. Mr. Abernethy and his ..... ife entertained us kindly. 
He .is the ~ulnr agent ot1 tbe mission. Order and neatness prevail in 
their nice apartments, where they made us very comfortable, and gave 
us such hospitalIty as we should receive at borne. It seemed an out· 
of.the.way place 10 find pel"5Ons of delicate habits., struggling with 
difficulties such as they have lo encounter. nnd overcoming them with 
cheerfulness and good temper. 

Near the hospital arc two other houses, built of logs. in oDe of which 
Dr. Ba6cocll. the physician of tho mission. lives. 

We paid Dr. Babcock a visit in the evening. and found him com· 
fortably lodged. He slMed to mo that the country was healthy. 
nlthough dtf'ring the months of August nnd September. they were 
subject to fe\'er and ague on the low grounds., but in high and dry 
situatiOns he believed they would be free from it. A few other di~ 
e:listed, but they" were of a mild character, and readily yielded 10 

simple remedies. He is alsC! of opinion that the (C\·er and aguQ,OOcomes 
milder each ~n. RS the individuals become acclimt\led. 

The Innds of the Methodist Mission arc situated on the banks of the 
WillarneU:e river, on a .ich plain adjacent to fine forests of oak nnd 
pJae. They are aboul eight miles beyond tho Catholic Mi8llioll, conse· 
quently eighlOOo miles from Champooing, in a !\Oulhern dirootion. 
Their fiolds are well enclosed, and we passed I- larboe 000 of ",heal, 
which we undentoed Will self-sown by the last year's crop. which had 
been 1011 through neglect. The crop 80 1~ amounted. to nearly a 
thousaod btUlooT •• and it is supposed that thi.s yeHor's crop l\.i11 yield 
twenty.fivc bushels 10 the acte. About all the premises of this mission 
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there wos nn c\'idcot wllnl of thc aUention required to keep thing! in 
repair, and an 3bscnce of neatness thnt J regretted much to witness. 
W e had the expectation of geuing a sight of the Indians on whom they 
were inc ulcating good habits and tenching the word of God; but with 
the exception of four Jndian sen'allls, we saw Done since leu\'ing the 
Catholic Mission. On inquiring. I was informed thallhcy had n 8chool 
,of twenty pupil ~, some teo miles distant, at the mill; that there werc 
but few adult Indianll in the neighbourilood; Bnd thaI their intent ion 
and principal hope was to estnblish n colony, and by their example 10 

induce the white seUlers to locoto ncar those over ",hom they trusted 
to exercise n moral and religious influence. 

A comminee of fi~'e, principally lay members of Ihe miMioD, waited 
upon me to cOn!mil nnd RISk my advice rClali\'c 10 the establishment of 
Inws. &C. Aner hearing nttentiveiyall their arguments ond reasons 
for this clmogc, I could 800 none sufficiently strong to induce the slep. 
No crime nppenu yet To hn .. e been committed, nod the persons and 
property of leuien Ilre secure. Their priocipal reasons nppcnr to me 
to be, that it would give them more importance in the eyes of others tit 
a di.cancc, and induce scttlen to flock in, thereby raising the value ol 
their farnl' and stock. J could nOI \'iew this subject in such a lighT, 
and tliflered with them entirely 3S to the necossityor policy of adopting 
the chonge. 

lst. On nccount of !.heir want of right, as those wishing ror lawl 
were, in facl, (1 small minority of the seuiers. 

2d. That these we re not yet necessary even by their own account. 
3d. That any laws they might establi.h would be a poor substitute 

for the moral code thoy all now followed. and that C\'il-doerll would 
ool Fe disposed 10 settle near a community entirely opposed to thclr 
pro.ctiees. • 

4th. TJ1e greal difficulty they would ha\'e in enforcing nny \n\\'lI. 
lind defining the limitlJ uver whieh thoy bad conlrol{, and the discord 
tbil might occasion in thcir small community. 

5th. Thcy nOl,being the majority, and the larger part of Jbe popu. 
Inlion being Catholics, the Inlle r would elect officers of their party, aDd 
they would thtls plnce themselves entirely under the conlrol of othen. 

6th. The unfavourable impressions it would produce at homo. from 
the belief that the missTons had admitted that in a community brought 
together by theml6lves \bey han not enough of moral force to control 
it and prevent crime, and therefore must have recouno to a criminal 
CO<j •• 

From my own observation and the information r h.d obtained, I 
was well IBlill;fied that laws were not needed. add wore not doaired 
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• by the Catholic portion of {he settlers. I therefore could not avoid 

dra ..... ing their attention to the fac t, that after all the various ojficeN 
they propoaod making were appointed, the re would be no subjects 
for the law to deal with. J further advised them to wait until the 
governmellt of the United Stale~ should throw its mantle over them. 
These views, I was afterwards told, determined a postponement of their 
intentions. 

Dr. Babcock and others, myself and officers, were tendered an invi­
tation from the American settlers of the WHlamette, to partake of a 
4th of J uly dinn!!r with them, which I wat obliged to decline, on 
account of the various dulies thai pressed upon IJ9-

The next dlty the genl1emen of the mission proJ>09Cd a ride to what 
they term" the Mill;' distant about nine miles, in a &outheast direction. 

We passed, in going thither, 1'ICverni fiue prairiel, both high and low. 
The soil on the higher is of n g ravelly or light nature, wbile on the 
lower it is a dark loam, iAtormb:ed with a bluish c lay. The prairies 
are at Jeost. oue-third groater in extent than the foresl: they were again 
soon carpeted with the most luxuriaot growth of flowers, of too richest 
tints of red, yellow, and blue, extending in places a distance of fifteen 
to twenty miles. 

The timber we" saw consisted of the live and white oak, cedar, pine, 
and fir. 

W e renched "the Mill" by nooo, which consists of a small grist and 
sawmill on the borders of an exten!!'i ve prairie. They are both under 
the same roof, and are worked 'by a horizonwl wheel. The grist-mill 
will not grihd more tllIlIl ten bushels a day i and during the whole 
summer both mills are idle, for want of water, the stream 00 which 
they are situated being a very small one, emptying into tile WilIal\.)Clle. 
We found hero two good log houses, and about twenty lay members, 
mechauics, of the mission ,under Mr. Raymond, who is the .prinCipal 
at the mills. Thnrc ure, besides, about twenty-five indian boys, who, 
I Wa! told, \i'erc not in a cooditiull to be visited or inspected. Thotte 
whom ll11w were nearly grown up, ragged and half-clolhcd,lounging 
about under th~ troes. 'fheir appearance was any thing but plenaing 
and &tllisfactory; and I mUSl own 1 WtlS greatly disnppoinled, for 1 
had been led to expect that order and Ileatne~ at Je.ul would ha ve 
been found anl0ng them. considering the fi lro~g foree of missionaries 
engaged here. ; 

From the number of persons about the premises, this liule spot had 
the air and :ltir of a new lleculllr settlement; and I understood that 
it is intended to be the permanent location of the mission, being 
con8ide~ more he.lthy than the bank of the Willamettc. The 
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mi8!lionarics, :IS they told mo, have made individual selections of landa 
to tha amount of ooe thousu.nd ncres each, io prospcct of the wllOle 
country falling uutler our laws. 

We received all invitation from Mr. Raymood to take dinner, which 
""0 neccptcd ; previous to which, I rode nbout two miles, to the situa­
tion selected by the Rev. !\fr. Hines, ill company with that gentlemno. 
On our way, he rlOillted out to me the site selected for !.he seminary, 
&0. We found Mr. Hines's family encamped under some oak trees, 
in a beautiful prairie, to which place he hud but Just removed; ho 
jntended putling up his house at once, and they had the ordinary com­
forLs about them. We retumed. and found the table well spread with­
good things, consisting of salmon, pork, potted cheese, strawberries 
and cream, aod nice hOI cakes, and an ample supply for tho lurge 
company. 

'Vo were extremely desirous of obtaining information relative to lhu 
future plans of IheK' mil8ionllrics as to teaching and Olherwise fur­
warding the eivili7.ation of the Indian hoyt!: but from all !.hat we eouk! 
leorn from the missionaries, as well as lay members, my impression 
WIIS, that 110 fiX"oo plan of opcrnt iollS has yet been digested; and I was 
BOrncwhat surpriscrl to hear lhem talking of putting 'W extensive build­
ings for missionary purposes, when it is fully apparent that there is but 
a very limited field for spiritual operations in this part of the country. 
The number now attached and under tuition lire probably an thM can 
be converted , aod it docs not exceed the number of tholle ntlached to 
tll6 mission. I wna excoodingly desirous of drawing their Ullention to 
tllO tribes of the north, wh ich t\r<l a much more numerollsoand hardier 
race, with a healthy climata. It is true thnt Ii mission stalion bas bocn 
oatu~lisbed at NisqunUy, but they arc doiug nothing with the native 
tribca:. nnd that post is only on the borders of many l4.rger tribes to the 
northwad. As the holders of a charge, c9mmiut..'tl t('l their hands by 
a persevering ond enlightened clau of Christians ao home, who are 
gteully lnleresl.cd in their doings and nCliooll. they wiU be held rospoa-­
aible for any OuglCCL in the great cause they have un~rtakeo \0 

adva.nce, and ill which much lime and money have already oo.n 
1I1)(lfl1. 

That nil mny judge Of the extent of this field of miuionary 11iOOUrl, 
r will enumerate the nU[lbers of Indians within iLs limits. Nis(]ually, 
twO hundred; Claoop, l\\:xl hundred and nine i Chinook., two hundred 
and twellty i Kilamukes, rour hundred; Cnll0J>uyaa, six hundred; 
DaUe .. two hundrt:d and fifty: say in all thi. district, two thousand 
Indialls; nod this field is in pa rt occupied by the Calholies, nil I ha vo 
before stnted. Of theso, the Methodist miuionariOi have under their 
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instrtlclion, if 80 it may be called. twenty.five at the Willamelle 
station ; at tho DallC!l, and occasionally on the Klockamllll river, are 
t,he only places where di vine service is attempted. l would not hat'c 
il understood that by these romarks I have nny desirt to thruw bl3me 
on those who direct or nre concerned in this missionary enterprise, I)r 
to mnl<c nny imputations on thc labourers; but J fcc l it a dUly J owe 
my countrymen, 10 lay the truth before them, such 3 8 we saw it. I 
am aware Ihn t Ihc missionaries come till! to this country 10 colonize, 
and with the ChLi!tinn religion 8S their guide Ilnd law, 1.0 give the 
necessary instruction, Rnd hok! out inducement! to the Indinns to quil 
their wandering habilJl, settle. and become cuhivators of the soil. This 
object has not been yet Iltltlined in Ilny degree, os Will admitted by the 
miss:onaries themselves; Ilnd how it is to be effected without having 
constontly around them large numbers. and without exertions and 
strenuous efforts, I am 8t a loss to conceive. 1 cannot but belicvc. 
that the same labour noU money which have boon expended here, 
would ho\'e been much more approl)rioteiy nod u!!efully spent among 
the tribes ;'Looul the Strait! of Juan de Fuca, who are numerous, and 
fi t objects for instruction, 

At the Rcv. 1\r,. Hines's I bad anothcr long conversation relati ve to 
the laws. &c. 'I'hc only instance (which IJpcnks volumes for thc good 
order of the settlen;), of any sort of c rime being committed lIince the 
foundation of the settlement, was the IItealing of a horse; and a settle r 
who had been detected stealing hit! neighbour's pigs. by enticing them 
to his house, dropping them into his eelia r, where they were slaughtered 
aod aftC1'wMds caten. Tho then W IlS disco\'ercd by the numbers of 
bones frequently found around his premises. He was broush! to II. 

confession, nnd compelled to pay the value of the Blolen hOgil.limply 
by the force of public opinion. 

We tooil leavc of Mr. Raymond nnd his party, wishing lhcfn success 
in their 100boul'8, .lnd rode back over the fine prairies ot u fuJI gallop. in 

• 

the direction thnt seemed mOllt convenient to save us dishlOeo. \Ve • 
stopped for II. short limo to tnke Icave of Mr. and Mrs. Abernethy, und 
then p811scd to tho site 01 the old mission on the banks or the Willa· 
melle. The rh'cr here makes a considerable bend, and has undermined 
nnd carried away its banks to some extent: a !Jlorl disttlDCe beyond. it 
is mak ing rapid inroads illto the rich soH of t,ose bottom lands. The 
log houses have tho Character tho t all old log'houses acquire. and 1 was 
warned, ir 1 desired hI pass a comforlllhlc night, to avoid iliem. 

'filii is the usual plnce of erollsillg the ri ver, which is too deep to be 
rorded. and nbout two hundred ys rds wide. Its banks were twenty 
feet high, and eoml~ of sU'lltiJicd layers of alluvium. 011 the shore 
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of the river, which consill'llJ of 8. shingle beach some lwO hundred feet 
wide, are to be fouoo eornclionJl, agates. nnd e.billcedony, among the 
Loose pieces of boselt of which it is composed. The current wa. found 
to run at the rale of throe miles an hour, although the woter was said 
to be low. An old canoe was procured, in which we pasted over, 
while one of the horses was.Jcd, and swam by ils side : the rest were 
driven ioto the water, and followed to the opposite side. Here we met 
George Gay, who wos trn\'elling with hia Indian wire: he told us that 
he wouJd join us on our trip to the Yam Hills, whic;.~ we proposed to 
make the nc:rt day. 

We found our camp established by Plumonnon, nenr tho residence 
of Mr. O'Neill. fomlcriy Ihe properly of the Rev. Mr. f..eslie : it lies 
about n mile from the ri Yer, in a pretty, ovo\ prairie, containing about 
three or four hundred acres, with n fine wood encircling it. Sixty of 
these a re under cuhivation; about forty in wheat, that wat growing 
luxDrianlly. 

Three years lince, O'Neill came 10 tJ1C valloy with only !l sh irt to his 
bacK, as be expressed it: he begrm by working part of this farm, nnd 
obt ained I,he loan of caule and other artic1l.ls from Dr. M'Laughliu, all 
of which he has, from the natural increase of his stock nnd out of his 
c rops, since repaid. He has bought the fa rm. has two hundred head of 
slock, horses to ride on. and :1 good suit of clothes, all earn'Jd by his 
own ind ustry; and he spys it is only necollsary for him to work one 
month in the year to make a li ving: tbe rest of the lime he may amuse 
rumlClf. He spoke in tbe highcst ttlrms of Dr. l\I'Laughlin, and the 
8"lnerous aid he hud afforded him in tho beginning. Th~ farm is Lhe 
~t we have seen, in evcry re!!poct; and it is not only well arrangod. 
but foal many advantage! ftom ils locution. The success of O'Neill 
is a proof of what good educntion snd industrioUf hat)itl will do. and it 
is pleuirfg to ROO the happincss and consideratioll they produce. Mr. 
O'Neill is allo a mechanic, nod has gllined much of tlil weallh in thet 
way: he ploughs and toaptl himself, and il auilled by a few India .. 
whom he hSI tho tscllO munnge. Hc hal 8. nCR I, kitchen.garden, and 
every thing: Ihat 11 person in his silUation ean de:Jirc. 

'roo Rev. Mr. Leslie, who Ih·cs with O'Neill, invited UI to the hospi. 
\ality of hit roof, but cWe preferred our Cal'llp to puuing him 10 any 
inconyonience. (. 

The next day (9th ofl'June) we slarted for the Yam Hills. wbi~h 
divide the vnlleys of the WiJlamelle and Faulil&. They are of bUl 
moderate ele'-alioa: the lOps ore easily reached Oft honebaek, Dnd 
Hery part of them which I saw was deemed .-ceptible of cnlti ... ticm. 
The soil is a reddi.h clay, and bears few mllrka of any wash from the 
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rains. Thcse hill" are clothed to the very top with Srtl!!Ji, Dnd nlTord 
excellent pasturage for cottle, of which maay were ~n fceding on 
them. On ou r roule through tho Yam Hills, we pOSlil-od rTlooy seulen' 
establishment •• From their lOp, the view is not unlike that from 'Mount 
HolyoKe. in i\:Ias!3ChUSCIl5. and the country uppea.., as jf il wero 8 ' 

much improved by Ihc hand of civilization. The oak trees sprinkled 
over the hil ls and bottoms have a strong resembla nce 10 Ihe appl~ 
orchards. The extent of country we looked over is from twenty-five to 
thirty miles. all of which is copavleof being brought to lbe highestslale 
of cultivation. There arc in truth few dist ricts like thaI of lhc valley 
of thc Faulil%. 

W e palscd ono or two brick-k ilns, and finally reached the new reti­
denee or George Gay, one of the most reml)lC on thi8 aide of the river. 
George had reoehed homc with his wife and two children not long 
before us. His dwelling was to oil appearaucc a good shanty, which 
contai ns 01\ his vnluablclt.~ George is of thnt lazy kind of lounging 
figure so pecul iar to a backwoodsmnn or Indian. He has n pretty nnd 
useful Indian wife, who does his bidding, tnkes care of his children and 
horses. and guurds his household nnd property. The lauer is not 
bulky. for superfluities with George ure not to be found. and when he 
and his wife and children tlrc seen travelling. it is manifes t that his all 
is with him. George is a useful member of society in this small com· 
munity : he gelds and marks caule, breaks horses in, and tume! COWl! 

for milking, assists in find ing and driving c3ttle,-in short. he under­
tnkes an and every $IlTt of singulnr business; few things nre doomed 
by him imp'tlssibililicR: and la~tly, in the words of one of tho !!Culers., 
"George is not n man 1O be trilled or fooled wilh," I felt, when I hnd 
him for my guide, that there were few difficulties he could not ver­
come. Bo is fllir as much of un Indian in hubits as a white man ean 
be. He lold me he bore the Indianll no lovc, nod is indeed Itlerror to 
tbem. having not 'unftequcntly applied Lynch luw 10 some of them with 
much effOCL Tho account hc gave of himself is, that he was born of 
English parents, but became, before he hnd grown up, more thnn half 
IDdiu.n, and WUl! now fully thei r mutch. I will add, that he is quite 
etfual to them in artifice. He paucs for the bctt lasso-thrower in the 
country, and is always ready to ent, sloop, (I frolic : his wife and 
children nrc to him as his trflpping.s. Ue hfls ",ilh all thie many good 
points about him. I hl1\·e seen him, while trtf1.'Clling with me, daTI off 
for half a mile to ossin a poor Indiun boy who was unable to csteh his 
horse, lalSO the horae, pUL tho boy on, and return al full gallop. AU 
thie was done io. way that showed it to be his every-day practice; and 

• 
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his general cha racter throughout the Bcttlement is, that Gem-ge is ever 
ready to help those in trouble. 

On our return towards the Toad, wo passed the farm of one of Dr. 
1\{'Lnughlin's sons, who liD!! seuled her.c. nnd has an extensive portion 
of lhe pmiric fenced in. This part of Willameue Valley is a prolol1sed 
level, of miles in o:t!cnl, circumscribed by the woods. which have the 
nppcar&.ncc of being attended to and Kept frcc from underg~wth. This 
is difficult to accollnt for, except through the agency of fire destroying 
the seeds. The Indinns arc illlhc habit of burning ,he country yearly, 
in September, for the purpose of drying and procuring the seeds of the 
sunflower. which they nrc thus enabled to gnther with more cn.sc, and 
which form a large l>artian of their food. ThaI this is the cnsc appea rs 
more probnble from the fnet thnt since the whites have hud possession 
ofdle country, the underg rowth is coming up rapidly in plnces. 

' Tn passing through the Willnmeltc, I hnd a good opportunity of 
contrasting the BeHlcr! of dtfi"ercnt (:ouulrietl; Dud, while those of 
Frcnch descent appeared the most contented, happy, and comfortable, 
those of the Anglo-Saxon race showed more of the appearance of 
business. nnd the" go-nhend" principle so much in vogue at home. 

The most perfect picture of conlent J sa w was a French Canadian 
by the unme of LIl Bontc, on the Yarn Hill river, who had been u long 
time ill the service of the Hudson Bny Company. This man WM very 
attentive to us, and assisted in getling our horses across the river, 
which, though but a few rod! wide, is yot deep and aHended with 
much difficulty in pussing. 

The sodden rises of this river are somewhat remnrknhle lind difficult 
10 be accounl.cd for, as there docs not appear from the fnce of the 
CoUI'Mry to be much ground drninoo by it. The perpendicular height 
of the flood is. at times, Q..! much na thirty fect, wl1ich was marked 
vOl'y disf'lnctly 011 the trees growing Oil its..bnnks. 

Ibving heard that tho farm of the late Mr. YollnS was the m(MIt 

benutifulspot in this secHon of the country, t determinod to visit it, and 
for t.his purpose croased the Yam nills again. Wilen we reaehod the 
top. we again hod a vicw of the Fliulitz Plains, which were highly 
picturesque. The hills here were covered, as we hod found them 
before. wilh wall-flo\WJrs., lupinCli, scilla, and quantities of ripe straw­
berries. Mr. Young's arm is situated ill a valley, running eIlat and 
wcst, which seems to \Inite that of WilIllmelle and FoolilZ. The 
situation did not meet my high-raised cxpectations, though it is fine. 
Mr. Young was one of tho first pioneers and settle ... in this country 
aDd met with much difficult)'. At ont timo he was desiroos of esta-

• 
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blishing I distillery, but through the. influence of l'tIr. Slacum. who was 
on a visil to Oregon as an agent of our government, be relinquished 
Ihe idea, notwithstanding he had already incur~ed coosiderable ex· 
pcnfIC. 

Mr. Young was, 3t the time, ~f opinion that unless tbey had callIe, 
to which he believed the commy was well adapted, they never could 
succeed in cresling a successful selllemenT, and it was occeS!3ry to go 
to considoru blc expense to obt3in them from California, as the Hudson 
B3Y Company. or rather the P ugct Sound Company, would not part 
with any. Mr. ~lacum generously ofrered 10 ad\'am.:c the monoy 
necessary, anti to give as many Americans as desired ii, a frcc pasS3ge 
to San Francisco, in California, there to pnrctl!l.sc stock and to drive 
them through to the Willnmetle. Thi~ was accordingly done, and 
nfter m:!ny difficulties, the caule reached the Willamelle in IB3fJ. Mr. 
Young took charge of the share of Mr. Slocum, which then amounted 
10 twenty.thrcc. Previous to our arrival ou the Northwest Coast, we 
heard from the United States of the dealh of Mr. Slncum, and on our 
arrivnllhcre that of Mr. Young was also madc known to me. The 
funds and property of l\fr. Young, by geller:!1 consent of the seulers, 
were put into the hands of the Re v. Mr. Leslie, who acted as adminis-­
trator, and informed me that lit the division of 1\1r. Young's cnale, 
eigllly·six had been put aside as the share of Mr. Slacum, after the 
proportion of loss and .accidents had been deducted, making the in­
crease in four ycars, sixty.three. Of these cnttle no other care had 
cver been taken than to drive them into the pens for protection at 
night. Mr. locum's share was subsequcntly sold at the request of hill 
ncphew, who was a midshipman on board my ship, to Dr. J\1' Lnughlin 
for eight hundred nnd sixty dollors-ten dollars a head. IJ 

Thc Willamette it now, through the interest felt and advances mode 
by ,Mr. Slacum, well 5uppli~ with cattle, which arc fast illc¥:asing in 
numbers. , 
W~ {\lund tin; farm o{ Mr. Young very much out of order, nhhough 

1 understood thot two persons had boon put in charge nf it on wa~ at 
one dollar n dny. The fann·house at which we lItvppeil , was emircly 
open, nnd every thing seemed to be going fast to ruin. Johnson, in 
hunting nbou~ the promises, found !l sick man, IlJlotive of the S.·u)(1 \Vich 
ISlrlOds, lying in a bunk. 10 a smull kitchen ~ (l lf a pig was hanging 
by its hind legs, rOlli$ling O\'or a slow fire;. and cvc,'y thiDg s(.'emcd 
in confusion. We did not stay long, but rode on to his S<lw·mill, 
which we found in ruiu:I. It was badly located, although erooted a.t 
lIluch exptlnsc. for there was little timber of value in the neighbour­
hood. Shortly after Mr. YOllng's de~th the mill.dam was washed 
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away. and there wa 9 no money to erect it agaio. even jf it had beea 
thought deairable to do 110. We found it wholly d8l6rlOO. I wu 
dClliroull ofhaving some further &ea rch mnde for the bonos of 8 mlllto· 
don. pa rts of whoso akelolon had been obtai ned by Captain Goach. 
master of a small vessel engugod in the srumll!l·!ishery. a few months 
before our arrival. On the locality being pointed Oul, I found thal the 
mass of the dam and other ulluvial deposits had been heaped upon 
Ihe place, and created such an obstrUOliou as would have rendered 
their removal an herculean task , and have required some weeki' 
labour. ' 

Neither I nor my officers hnd time to spare to accomplish this task; 
besides, it was very probable that the bones. which had bc!eu repre· 
sented to me as nearly denuded prior to the flood, hnd been washed 
away and lost. The bank in wh ich the bones were found i l composed 
of red marl aod gravel. 

After leavillg the mill, we had a long ride bcfllre us; for il was our 
illtenlioo to relLcb Cba.mrooing before dark. The cou ntry, 115 we 
approached thnt place, became much more thickly seuled, and the 
ground stony. Defore dark we rear-hed a descrted house, belongiug 
to George GRY. oppositc 10 Champooing. and formerly occupied by 
Mr. Young. Finding the stream difficult to cross. we determined 10 

lake up our (Iuarters in this house. About two milos from our stop­
ping·plsce, we passed some 8alt IJprings, to which the ctude and game 
rosorl in great numbers; they are strongly saline, aod cover neon. 
8ideruble extent of ground. This is considered, as Johnson informed 
mc, the besl grazmg ground for their cattle. r 

III consequence of Ihe bnggage.ho~s and party losing their Wf'Y. 
thc~ did 01)1 reach t.ho camp until ilear midnigbt. 

S~ortly after our arrival, Gcorge Gay WIl5 employed "10 brook 
in,.' as tw called it, a cow for milking! This operation, us performed 
by Goorb"C' however neeusary, was not cBlculatod t~ ra ise him in any 
ooo's opioion. and therefore 1 shall not venture UPOD a deecriptiou, 
farther thall to say, thaI the trea~ment the poor baWll received wu in 
my opinion as unneccssary as it wall cruel 

In the cvelling, we had 1\ visit from Mr. Moore and .everal of the 
other neighbours, aod I wus much nmuacd with lbe variOUI accouata 
they gave of their 1~}POI'II' life. 1 must hore express the corl"Oel 
lOWWI they entertained r; lative to the introduc tion of spirita into the 
lleulcmcnt. To my surprise, they seellled to be of an uDanimous 
opinion that spirituous IiljlJOfS would soon destroy lOOm; and aince 
Mr. 51.cum', viail they have eotered into aD agreement arvong them· 
selves (0 forego their Ole. lfia a wile determination, nnd as long a. 
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.ahc.rod 10 the country will thrive. Bul should this pe,st be introduced. ' 
the vice of. druukenness will pTobably reach a hcighl unkoo l'.'l l clse­
wbcro; for mob i, the ease with which a livelihood is gained here, 
t.hat persons may be supported, and indeed 'grow rich. in idJeness. 
According to tbe inhabitants, onc month ill a year of laboor js a ll tlill i 

is required for Il comforto:blc support. This Illbour consists in preparing 
the ground, puuing the seed into it, and when il is ripe. reaping the 
harvest. Co.ttle, 88 1 have before !aid, roquire no protection or care, 
except to guard lhem from the wolves. Two-thirds of tbe time of tho 
selliors i:t conscq~ently III their own disposal; nhd ullles! education. 
with ita moral innuence, is attended to strictly in this yOWlg settlement, 
these vcry advantages will prove its curse. On the missionaries who 
have settled here will depend in n great mcasure the fulure chnracter 
of the inhabitants; and 00 them alllO will rest the respousibility of 
mainlaining the morals, as well as superintending Ihe education, of the 
rising popula tion. I trust1tbey will both soc.. and feel the great neces­
sity of that strict attention to their duliea neceuary to insure success. 

In the moming, before dawn. the two Indian boys belonging to 
Johnson came over to our hut for the pUrpolC of look ing for their 
milk-pan&. Unknown to us , we bad laid on its side, for a seat, 0. 

cupbonrd which contained them. Tbis the boya came in fJearch of. 
npd in their haste awoke Mr. Drayton, who naturally thought they 
intended to slca l llOmc of our things: he accordingly pelted them with 
our boots and "hOO:l, aod all other articles that came to haod. Tbi, 
aroused Ull all. when a general outcry was raised, aJld the Indian boyw 
made a preCfipitate re lreat, not, howe\'cr, before they had lJCCurod one 
of the objects of their search. 

After lirenkfast, we crossed the river to JohnllOn's, IU1d I w~ on 
Lhis socond visil;J1lorc impressed with the filth, both in and out ~N 
than before. • 

It Wo.! now determined ' that Mr. Drayton should take the boat 
down lbc rh'cr, and thtLt I should pnlSS through tho eastcn} plU1. of the 
Wilhunelle Valley on horseback, to reach the faUs by dark. 'this 
George Guy said could be easily done. wilh fresh and good horses. _ 
Takips bim a, a guide, 1 sot ofl~ and after p896ing a few miles, we 
ol'OAed a low ridge of rough rocky ground, of trap fonnation, about 
• mile wide: it was well wOO£1cd wilh pines aM firs. After I?8!fsing 
the ridge. we again entered on fino prRiriet par1 of the furm or 
Dr. BaBey. 'fhis wu one of the O'Iost eo~forll\bJo 1 had yet lIMn. 
lind Yo'as certainly in the neatest order. Dr. Bailey hod married 
ODC of the girls wbo come OUI with the missionaries. Rnd the mislresa 
of the establiahrnent waa as pte..ing at it wal wcll conductod. Dr. 
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iley _iring to accompany us to the foU •• J gl.dly ec:Jhc'~ 
.".it their dinner, and before it wos sen·ed .... d aD oppotluni.,. 01 
looking about the premi5Cs. The locality reaembkll the prairin 1 .... 
flO oRell llpoken of, but there was !lOmething in the arrangements or the 
(arm that teemed ad\'aneoo beyond the other settlement. of lhe eoaatty. 
'nIc garden was, in particular, exceedingly well kept, lind had in it all 
the bellt vcgcloblCl of our own country. This WaS entirely the work 
of )lrs. &iley, whose activity could Hut rollt content until it Wall 

aeeomplished. She had followed the minion as D tcacher, until she 
round there was no"'field for 10000ur. She had ~n in hope that the 
great miMionory field to the north, or which I have before spoken, 

• would be occupied; but this being neglected, she had len Ihem 
Dr. Bniley had been the praclising physician or the mission. He 

had boon several yeaI'! in the cOWltry, and WIIS one or a party thaI, 
while passing through to Oalirornia, was attacked by the Indians in 
their camp. and neMly nil murdered. Dr. Bniley. after being severely 
wounded, made rul escape, and returned to the Willametle ; but he 
bears the marks of !everal wounds. on his head and face. He spoke 
well of the country. considers it fruitful, and hCtllthy (or while men; 
and that it would be so for the Indians. if Ihey could be persua.ded to 
take care or themselve!l. The ague ond fever, though common on the 
low prairies, was not or a dangerous Iypc. nnd nfter tho first attack, 
those of subsequent years were less "iolenl, even if it did occur, which 
Will rare. The c limate, however, was very destructive to the Indians, 
of whom at least one~rourth died off yearly. 

When an Indion is sick, und considered beyond m(,ving. he is 
poisoned by the medicine-mon; for which purpose III decoclion of the 
wildt cucumber (Bryonia) is ~ivcn him. Some of the rooll of thi. 
plant grow to a very large SLOO; and I saw some'al Mr. Wallen 
three fee~ long by twelve inches in diameter. 

Dr. Be-i1cy also related to rue ltll anecdote of Mr,., Farnham,- who 
hal writtell apon Oregon. A rew days berore tho latler left. lhe ooan­
try, tbey were 10.1 in the woods, and were obliged to pus a cold nnd 
dark night up to their ankles in mire: this the Doctor thought had 
cured hi. eniliUllia!m; and tho 6rsl news he received of him wts hil 
riolent auack upon the country on which. III few month. bofo"" be bad 
written IJO IItrong a pan~yric. • 

The next farm I stopeed ot was that of Mr. Walker, who CUDI 

• lilt. Funham hid Wen --,iD( wiLJo Dr. Dailey, .. nd Ilid PlTpared!lariat daI. __ 
~Il or tho 8I:!uJen to c~ ..-1<'''1 ~ it in the hijrllC'lll UId __ ~ .... 
,ltd _ ... q/ tile .... ph.i· .. 1e in ila pniR. Hi,.-t _., • .., ~ ~ 
O~ .... -, IIMt&riaII1 tom 1M -at. 
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am Missouri. with aU hiB family, lut. year: he did not like the • 
~try, and wLabed to go to Coliforllil1 by the fi rs t opportunily. Hi, 
principal objectiOQ, he told me, Willi to the climate, which was too wet 
for bcuiinel6. 0 0 laid that the land was good, but only for erops of 
small grain, which there is no market for, nor is Ihere a prrohahJlity 
of olle for some time. In ian com Cl1nnol be raillCd: it was, howel/cr, 
a first·l'8.lo grazing country. He WlUi Q good specimen of 11 border. 
mnn, nnd appenred 10 think nothing of a c hange of domicile, although 
he is much past the middle age. with grown· up sons and daugblen 
around him. He" iotendcd to go to California, a nd if thc country did 
not please him. he would tra vel home by way of Mexico. H is family 
consisted of eight or ten persons.· 

GoorEe Gay now thought it proper to notify me that we ought not 
to delay any longer, as we hnd to cross the Powder river. and he did 
not know the state it was in. After a hard gallop, we reached that 
stream at the ul ul1l fordil1g·plnce. We, however, found that it was 
entirely filled with drift· wood. and impassable ni that place for our 
horses. This difficulty was soon obviated, for while we were Imn .. 
porting the aaddles. &'c" . across the raft of timber, he had ICllrched 
out a pla.ce where the horses migh t cross, and dashed in on one of 
them, while we drove the olhera into Ule river. \Ve were !IQOn 
mounted agai n, and on our way. This stream is about four hun· 
dred foet wide, and then about twenty foet deep. Quantities of large 
and fine timber wore locked together, until they entirely covered the 
surface. 

The COUf)U'Y now became exceedingly rough. Ol/crgrown with 
brushwood. and in places: wet and miry. h was chiefly covered wilh 
hellvy pine timber. From Dr. Dailey I learned that Ule small prairies 
we occasionaUy pOS900 were not capable of cuhivation, owing to~ir 
being flooded oner Ii few hours of rain. • 

A few miles furthe r on 'we passed the Litt1e Powder river. which 
Wal termed rordable. though the horllCl were obliged to sw hn it • • fLer 
which Gay gave me a specimen of his rnpid mode of riding. Ullving 
made lip my mind to follow, 1 kept after him. and on my arrival at lhe 
falls, could not help congratulating mYiClf tllat we bod renched our 
dettiDation in safety, for tbe last few miles of the route was Ii &Ort of 
bre&k.neck ooe. , 

At the rau. 1 found 'Mr. Drayton comforttttly encamped. nnd 1\l r. 
and lin. Waller again pressed us to partu\e of their hoapitality. I 

-lit. W.))er ... ~1I.r joi~ Ibc pan, J llen'.,="* toCaJil(nWL. &om the wua. 
..... Pd UM."ft <lnhlft\l w.. 41C1rvloo of Mr. ~LCr. 
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o occupied the evening .ill getting my Uloot obtcrvatioDl for lllitade .. 
timo. 

),lr. DtaytoQ desiring to silly n longer lime at the Calls, 10 Pf'Dsaa 
.. maoy specimens of fish as he could, and make drawi. J deIIPo 
mined to return to V nncou\'er without him; which I did by die 
following doy at sunset. On the wily I sWppcd at the boat·buikled 
camp. who J found had made grent llrogNl8s in their ooderLak.iog. aDd 
nppcorcd 10 work with great unanimity. 

At Vancouver, I was again kindly made welcome by Dr. M'Laughlin, 
Mr. Douglass, aod !.he officer. of the cstablishmed" During royab­
sence, Mr. Peter Ogden, chief factor of the northern district, had Btrived 
with his brigade. The fort had, in consequence, a very diflcrcnt ap­
pearance from the one it bore when I left it. I was exceedingly amused 
with the voyageurs of the brigade, who were to be seen lounging about 
in groups. decked in gay feathers, riband" &c., full of conceit. and 
with the flaunting air of those who consider themselves the beau-ideal 
of grace and beauty. full of frolic nnd fun, Dnd seeming to htl\·o 
nothing to do but to 3uend to the decorations of their penons nnd seek 
for pleasure. looking down with contempt upon those who are em­
ployed Ilbout the fOfl, whoso sombre casl of countenance and b~il\CSl 
empJoymCllts form 0. slIong contrast to thoso jovial fellows. 

Mr. Ogd~n hal boon thirty-two years in this coWltry, and COOlie­

qucntly po!lICsset much information respecting it; having travelled 
nearly all over it. He resides at Fort St. James, on Stuart's Lakel 

and has six posts under his care. 
The northern section of the country he represents as nc·l susceptib~ 

of cultivRtiou, on aCCOWll of the proximity of the snowy rnourrtainJ, 
which cause sudden changes, cven in tho heat of summer, that would 
dcltfuy the crops. 

Ria wst.s are amply supplied with salmon from the neighbouring 
Wille"" that empty themaelvell into the lIOunds 011 \be coast. Thesc 
flolh are dried, and form the greatest part of tho food of LholO employed 
by the Company during the whole year. Their small .. tores of flour, 
&c.. are all carried from Colville and. Vancouver. Furs lite very 
pJeoty in the northern -region, and are purchasod at Jow prices from 
tho JndiUUB: Ius return, this year, WIUI valued at one hundred thousand 
dollars, and this, he inf.mlloo me, wus much less thun the usual.mount. 

00 the other band, ~e southern section or thi. country, 1 wu beN 
illronned, wus scarcely ~orth the expellsc of nn outlay for a P'Z'1 fII 
trappers. 

This southern counlIy, as will be seen from wl"'l ha. hoeD....., 
stated, is very well adapted to tbe ruisiug of ell.uJc and ..... ' .,a. 
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fGrmer, maD)' have been introduced by pal1ies, which trap Oil weI! • 
way t.hj ther and return with caUIe. Allbough there were but 'ti. few 
bead of thern four or five years before, in 1841 tbere were upwards of 
lea lbouaand. The whole country is particularly adapted to grazing. 
"bich. together with the mildness of the climate, mUlt caulk: this 
region 10 become, if} a ,hort time. ooe of the IJC8l-stockcd countries in 
the world. 

The price of cattle may be quoted at ten dollars a head; bUllhO!le 

that are broken in for labour, or milch-cowlI. command a higher price; 
aod in some placet in the Willametle Valley they ha\'e been sold fOr 
the enormous price of eighty dollars. Every elldeavour is made to 
kcep the price of canle up. IU lubour is usually paid for in &tock. 

The price of labour for a mech:l.1lic may be set down :It froul two 
dollars and Ii half, to three dollars a day; and there is much difficulty 
to procure them even Ilt thl\t rOle. The wages for 8 common labourer 
is one dollD.r per day. 'nhe price of wheat is fixed al sixty-two ond 
a half cents per bushel by the Company; for which any thing but 
$J'Iirit8 mny be drawn from the stores, at 'fifty per cent. adv:lncc on the 
Lqndon cost. This is supposed, nil tbings t3 ken into cofl8jd~ration, to 
be equal to one dollar and twelve cents per bushel; but it is difficult 
fM tho settlers so to understand it, and they are by uo meaus satiafiud 
with UI6 ratc.. There is Il dC:5cription of currency here, CD. lled beaver 
money; which 8CCme to be among tho whilos what blnokcte arc 
among t.he ll1dinns. The v3100 of the currency may be estimated 
from Ihe fUCI, that ~ beaver-skin represcnts about two dollars through­
(lut the terrifory. 

In speak-ing of the Wi\lamelle Valley. I have viewed its advantages 
for raising crops. pasturagc of stock, and the facilities of seulenl 
becoming rich. There is, however, aile objection 10 its ever becoming 
u large IiCtllcmcnt. in consequonce of the interruption of the n~visntioll 
of its riven in 1\10 dry &edson; which relwers it difficu1t to get to a 
market, as well 11.5 (0 receive supplies. 

The IIl1lroon.fi~hery rna y be classed 8S one of the greal sources of 
wealth, for il afford, a large amount of food at 0. \--ery iow price, and 
of the very best qUD.lity: il does not extend above 100 falls. I fouod it 
imposaible 10 obtnin allY data to found;l calculation of the quantity 
laken, but it ClUlOOt be ahort o f eight hundred }nrrcls ; and this after 
\be lndiun maoocr of catching them, 115 before described. The fioest • of tho aalmon arc those caught nearest tho scn. 

The settlers D.od InJians tokl us that the salmon as they pUS! up the 
rifer become poorer, and" hCII they rC3ch the tributoric, of tile upper 
~a.lbey are exceedingly exhatlstcd$ and bove their bodies and 
lleads lDuch disfigured and c uI, and tbeir toB, aud fins worn out by 

• 
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cootact with the rocks. Maoy of the salmon in co .... que.ce4ie: tbue 
tbe Indians are in the habit of drying for food. by baogiftllheta 00 tU 
limiJs of trce8. This is to prcscn'o them from tbe wolwes, and too be 
used in time of m:oo, when they nrc devoured, though rolleD aad fyU 
of maggots. Tho fish of the upper wators are snid to bo hardly edible, 
and, cOIUp3.roo with those ca ught nt the moolh of the Columbia. aft! 
totally different in AU I·ou r. The lntte r are the richost and most deHeioUl 
fish J c,ver recollect to hUI'e 138tOO: if any thing, they were 100 (at 10 
eat. alKi one can percoil'e a diiforenco even in those taken at tho 
W illametto Falls, which, however, arc the best kind for sa lting. There 
are four different kinds of salmon, wllich frequent this river in different 
months: the latest appears in October, and is the only kind that 
frequents tbe Cowlitz ri ver. The finest sort is a dark silve ry fi sh, of 
large size. three or four focl long, and weighing forty or fifty poun4s. 

There is one point which seems to be still in doubt, namely, where 
the spawn of this fish is (lepositcd. It is Asserted, and genoro lly 
believed, that none of the old fish ever relurn to the sell aga'in. It hall 
not hoen ascertained whether the young fry go to the ocean; nml, if 
they do 50, whether tiS spawll or young fish. Some light will be thrown 
ou this subject in the Ichthyologica l Report. 

:Mr. Drayton, during the time he remainoo at the fa lls, procured a 
beautiful specimen of l\ smal1·l:ii1.cd sucker, which the Indians caught 
ill their net&, and of which he mode 0. drawing. The lamprey eels were 
also a source of curioshy : they seemed to increase in numiJc ... , crtlwl· 
ing up by suction nn inch at a time. At these eels the boy who 
accompanied Mr. Drayton took pleasure in throwing Ilones, which 
excl ted the wrath of the Indians, as they said they should catc!' no 
more fish if he continued his sport. Thoy have many superstition" 
conheeted with the salmon, and numerous practices g rowing out o( 
these are religiously observed; thus, if anyone diC!!l in their lodges 
during the fIshing sea!On, they stop fishing for 8O\'et9-1 days; if a horse 
c rosses tho ford, they a re sure no more fi sh will be tnken. 

During the fishing seo..son there nrc about seventy Ind ians, of both 
texas. who tIlTT}' at the falls, although the actual rcsidcnlS are not, 
according to Mr. Waller, beyond fifteen. They rlwell in lodges, which 
resemble th090 described heretofore. aod nre built of plnnks Apl it from 
lhe pine trees. Thcsa\ are set up 011 end. rf)rming one apartment, o( 
(rom thirty to forty fcc, IOllg, by about twenty wide. The roar hu 
iuvnri:tbly a double pitch, alld is made of cedar bark: the doorway i, 
. mall, and either round or rounded at tbe top. I have mentionod thlr,t 
1he outside is well stocked with Beas: it need scarcely be said wbar." 
condition of the inside is. 

Ttw.e ladians are to be 800n lounging aboul or •• Ieep ialhe .,. 
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tlrnel bat they generally paS! their nights in gambling. Mr. Drayton, 
while at the faHr. obtained D. knowledge of some of their games. The 
women lltuo.lly pIny during lha day at It caIne rerembling dice. The 
imptcmeotl are made of tbe incisor teeth of LIte beaver, and four of 
thCIC arc used, which a reeugrnved 
on two sides with different figures, 

and the figures 00 two of the teeth 1~~: 
are alike: thcse :;LtC tnken in the ; 
hand and thrown"oll a mat, the 
playcrs silting on it. opposite to 
one another. They are of the shape represented in the cut. If all the 
blank sidcs come up, it c('lunts nothing; if nil the engrn ved or marked 
sides, it counts two; if two blanks and two differently marked sides, it 
counts nothing; but if two with like marks, it counts one. The game 
is generally twenty, which are marked with picees of stiele; the tens 
nrc noted wilh a srnnller 1stick. This game is played for strings of 
dentnlium, called by them" nhikia j" ench string is nboul two feet long, 
nnd will pass for considerable value. as the shells arc difficult to pro... 
cure: ten of them are snid to be worth a beaver-skin. 

The men and boys piny a gnmc with small bows ilnd nrrows: a 
wheel, nbout II. fool in diameter, is wound round with STI'lSS, and is 
rolled over smooth g round; tho pltlycNl arc divided into two parties! 
one rolls the wheel, while !.he other shoots the arrow nt il. II he sticks 
his nrrow into the wheel, he holds it on the ground edgewise towtlrds 
the one who rolled it , who, if he shoots his arrow iuto it, wins h.i, 
opponenfs alTow ; and this goes on by turns. 

Another game is played by a pllrly of men and boys, in the follow­
ing manner: two poles nre tnkcll, six or eight feet long, and w,fund 
round with grass -: these are sel,...up about fifty fect npnr!. Each player 
has a spear, which he thro,w! in his turn. 'Whichever sidCl after a 
number uf thruwI, pUIS the greu.tcsl uumber of I'pears in tllcir oppo­
Denl's pole, wins the game. The usual bet among the men ill a cotton 
shirt. 

:Mr. Drayton also paid Il visit to the Indian village on the Klackamul 
river, which is about three miles rrom the fnlls. in company with 1\1r. 
Waller. The village is one and 11 half miles t;p the Klaeknmus, and 
its inhabitants number about forty-fi\'e individlf.tls. Mr. Waller went 
there to prcnch, and about half the inhabilan~ of the village attended. 
The chief was the interpreter, and was thought to hllve clone his office 
in mther tI wflftgiJ;,h sort of mnllncr. Preaching to the natives through 
an h:ttl,,'TIJrctcr is at nil limes difficult, and especially so when the 
IJMIIker has to do it in the IndiRn jargon of the country. This village 
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t. Oft! been disputed grouud between Mr. Waller nnd Mr. Bacholt1t, the 
former c laiming it as eoming within his dillrict. Not long bofore Oll l 
visit, Mr. BachcMI had planted a staff lind hoiltoo OD it n tlag bearing 
a cross. When this became known to Mr. Waller, he wenl to tho 
plnce and pulled it down, :lna hAs driven Mr. &.ehoMt away. Saah 
difficulties nre very much to be deprecated, ilS they cannot but injuro 
the gonoral cause of Christianity in the eyes of the no.tiveI; and it II 
to be wished that they could be settled aillong the diffetcrlt MlCti with-­
out giving them such puLlicity i for tlle natives aeldom rail to take 
advantage of these circumstances, nnd to draw conclusions unfnvour· 
,.ble to both parties. 

The men of the K1acknmus village a re rather taller and better-look­
Ing than the Clalsop or Chinook Indians: they belong to the Cullopuya 
tribe. 'fhe women and children nro most of thom c rippled and diseased. 
They have been quite a large tribe in former timest 8s is proved by the 
crowded state of their burying-ground, which co\'ers quite a large 
space. and has a multitude of bones scattered around. 

Their mode of burial is to dig a hole, in which the body i. placed, 
with the clothes belonging to the individual: it is then covered up wilh 
earth, and a brood hoad·bollrd is plnced upright. of from two to ,ix 
feet high. which is frequently painted or carved with grotesque 6guretl : 
all the personal property of the deceased iii p1o..ccd upon this. consisting 
Qf wooden spoons, hats, tin kettles. bends. gun·barrels bent double. and 
tin pots. Although tbey nrc \'cry superstitious about disturbiag the 
a.rticles belonging to the dead, yet all lhese have holes puached in 
them, to prevent their being of any use to otllers, or 11 fllmptlllion 10 
their being taken off. It frequently happens that the head·boards will 
not hold all the articles, in which case sticks arc used in addidon. To 
rob \heir burying-grounds of bodies. i IltLendod with- much d:lnger, as 
they wO!Jld not heaitnte to kill ony one who wo. Jj$coverod in the act 
of clUTying off a skull or bones. ' r: 

Of their medicine-men they have n grea t dread, and even of their 
bones aller denlh. Thus, n medicine-man was huried ncar this 
barying·ground about a yoor before our "i"it 10 the country, whose 
body ilie wolves dug up: no one could be found to bury his honea 
ugnin. and they ..... ere still to be seen bleacbing' on the surface of the 
ground. \ 

It is no sinecure to be,p. medicine-man ; and if they in~pire dread in 
others. Ihey Ire made to fool it thalll!ICilles, being frequenlly obliged to 
pay tho forfeit df their own lives. if they nre not sllccessful in curing 
lheir patients. , The chief of the Klncknmus tribe lold Mr. DrayUia 
thotllomc of hi, men hud gone to killll medieirle-mao, in consequence 

• 
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of the death of bit wife. These mco afterward. returned with a horse • 
and $Orne smaller prescnts from the medicine-man, which he had paid 
to Mol'C his life. 

This rule equally applies to the whites who prescribe for Indian!!, an 
instance of which oceurred a short time before OUf arrival, when Mr. 
Black, a chief trader in one of the northern posts, wa. shot dead in his 
own room by ao Indian to whose parent (a chicr) he bad been eha­
ritoblc enough to give some medicine. The chief died soon after 'taking 
it, and Mr. Black paid lhe forfeit of his kindness with his life. The 
deed WIlS done inlo. remarkably bold and daring manner. The Indinn 
went to the fort and desired to sec Mr. Black, saying he was sick and 
cold. He Willi allowed to enter, nnd l\{r. Blnck had a fire made for 
him, without allY suspicion of his intentions. On his turnin,g his back. 
howe\'er. towards the rndinn. he WIlS instantly shot. and fell dead on 
hi s face, when the man made his escape from the fort before ally 
suspicions were excited of hi' being the murderer. 

To Mr. Black the world is indebted fo r the greater parI of the goo­
groj)hical knowledge which hu been published of the country WCiSt of 
the Rocky Mountains; and he not only devoted much of his time to 
thi, subject. but also to the making of many collectiQlls in the otller 
departments of natural history, as well as in geology and mineralogy. 

J remained at Vancouver till tho morning of the 17th, and passed 
these few days with much pleasure in the company of thc gentlemen • of U1C fort. of whoE attentions and great kindness I shaUlong enter-
tain a grateful remembrance. 

:Mr. Waldron now joincd me from Astoria. without brioging any 
news of the Peacock or tender. J did nOl think it worth while to wail 
any longer their coming. when I had so much duty to perform else­
where. After completing orders for Captain Hudson. 1 determfhed to 
return. Flumondon "':1.5 sent to the Willamette Falls for Mr, Drayton. 
as 1 desired to ~a ve some Consultation with him before my departure. 

The day before I left the fort, 1\1r. Ogden informed me thllt he had 
made arrangements to take me as far as the Cowlitz Farm in his boat. 
on my way to NillQua1ly. and desired that I would allow Mr. Dray too 
to accompany him up the rh'er as far as WalillwaJla. T o both of 
these arrangements 1 readily llS9Cnted. 

During my stay at Vancouver. 1 rrequontlYiaw Casenove. the chief 
of the K1ackatack tribe. He lives in a lod~e ncar the village or Van" 
couver, and has 81waYIL been 0. warm friend of tho whites. lib was 
ooce lord of all this domain. His village wall situated about six miles 
below Vancouver, on the north ,ido of the river. and. within the last 
fifteen years. Wat Quite populou,: he then could musler four or fi ve 
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t- hundred warriors i Lut the ague and fo\'er have, within a short space 
of time. swept off the whole tribe, wld it is said that they all died 
within three weeks. lie now standll alone, his land. tribe, and property 
all departed. and. he left a dependant on the bounty of the Company. 
Casenove is about fifty years of age, and a noble and. intelligent-looking 
Indian. At the fort he is always welcome, and is furnisbed with a 
plate at meal·times at the side-table. 1 could not but feel for the sitU:&<­
lion of one who, in the IIhort 8JNlee of a few years, hall lost not only 
his property nnd importance, but his whole tribe and kindred, 8lI ! I8.W 

him quietly enter the apartment, wrapped in his bln\'\ket, and take his 
seat at the lonely boa rd.. He scarce seemed to attract the notice of 
anyone, but ate his meal in silence, and retired. He has always been 
!I. great friend to the whites. and during the time of his prosperity was 
ever ready to search out and. bring to punishment all those who com­
mitled depredationl on strangers. 

Ca!ICnove's tribe i9 not the only one that bas sulTered in this way; 
wany otherll have been swept 01T entirely by this fatal di!ICase, without 
leaving a single lIurvivor to tell their mclnncholy tale. 

The cause of this great mortality among the Indians has been attri­
buted to thi) manner in which the disease has been treated. or rather 
to their superstitious practices. Their medicine-men and women are 
no better than jugglers, aod use no medicinc except some deleterious 
roots; while, from the character of these Indians, and their treatment 
o(ao unsuccessful practitioner. the wbites decline administering any 
remedies, for fear of consequences like., those to which J have aUuded. 

On the morning of the 17th, Vancouver was awako at an early 
hour, and preparations were actively making; a voyageur occasion­
ally was to be seen, decked out ill all his finery. feathers, and flowing 
ribao<l:t, tying on his ornamented leggins, sashes, and the usual worked 
tobnoco aod fire pouch. Tht: latter is of the shape of a lady's reticule, 

•• and generally made of red or blue cloth, prettily worfed with beads. 
In working them the wives of the officers of tile Company exercise 
great taste. and it is deemed fully as essential a part of dress in a 
voyageur's wardrobe as in a lady'S. The simple bag dOC! oot, bow. 
ever, afford sufficient scope for ornament, and it has usually IICveral 
long tails to it, which are worked with silk of gaudy colours. 

The Jadiell of the cOW\fY are dressed alier our own bygone fashions, 
with the esception of leggins, made of red and blue cloth, richly orna­
meoted. Their feet, whicfl are small and pretty. are covered with 
worked moccasins. Ilnoy of them have a dignified look and carriage: 
their black eycs and hair, and brown ruddy complexion,.combincd with 
a plealing expression, give them an air of independence and utefullleH 



• 

WILLAMETTE VALLEY. 37\ 

that one liulo expects to see. As wives, they are spoken of 811 most f 

devoted, nnd many of them have performed deeds in the hour of 
danger and difficulty. worthy of being recorded. They understand 
the characters of lndians well. 

About ten o'clock, we were all summoned to tbe great dlnlng·hall 
by Dr. M'Lnughlin, to take the parting cup customary io tbis country. 
When 011 were asacmblcd, winc WIlS poured out, and we drank to each 
other's welfare. prosperity. &0. This was truly n cup of good.fellow­
ship and kind foeling. This hanging to old Scotch customs in the way 
it wns done here ' 8 pleasant, nnd carries with it pleasing recollections, 
e5pCcially ·when there is that warmth of feeling with it. that there was 
on tbis occllsion. Ancr this was over, we formed quite a cavalcade 
to the ril-er-side, which was now swollen to the top of its banks, and 
rushing by with irresistible force. 

On reaching the river, we found one of Mr. Ogden's boats manned 
by fourteen voyageu~ all gaily dre!lsed in their ribands and plumes; 
the former tied in large bunches of divers colours, with numerous 
ends floating in the breeze. The boat was !IOmewhnt of tho model of 
our whale.boats, only milch larger, aod of the kind built expressly to 
accommodate the trade: theyaro provided yearly at Okonagan, and 
are constructed in a few days: they are clinker-built, and all the tim_ 
bers are flat. These boats are 60 light thot they are easily carried 
acroa the portages. They use the gum of the pine to cover them 
instead of pitch. 

After having a hearty shake of the hand. Captain Varney, Mr. 
Ogden. and' myself, embarked. The signal being given, we shol'ed 
ofT, and the voyageurs at onc:c struck up one of their boat-songs. 
A ncr paddling up the !ltream for some distance, we made a ggtc:eful 
IIweep to reach-the centre, ::md passed by the spectators with great 
animation. The boat aod, voyageurs scorned a fit object to.grace the 
wide-flowing "l>Cr. On we merrily went, while ench voyageur in 
~uccession took up the 5Ong. and all joined in the chorus. In t ...... o 
hours and a half we reached the mouth of the Cowlitz, a distance of 
thirty-five miles. 

In the Cowlilz we found a strong current to contend against, and 
by nightfall had only proceeded h ... el ... e miles further. As we en­
camped. the weather changed, nnd ruin begal to fall. which lasted till 
next morning. , 

I had much amusement in watching the voyageurs, who arc as 
peeuiillr in their way as sailon. I was struck with their studious 
politeness and attention to ench other, nnd their constant cheerfulOO9s. 

On the secolld day. our voyageUr! had doffed their finery, and their 
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( hatl were carefully covered Willi oiled skins. They thul appeared 
more prepared for hard work. The current became every mile more 
rapid, alld the difficulty of surmounting it greater. The management 
of the boall in the rapids is dexterous and full of excitement, 08 well 
to tho pa88Cngers as to tho voyageurs dlemllClves. The bowman il 
the most important mno, giving all tho directions, and is held respon· 
sible for the sofctyof lhe boot; and his keen eye nud quick hand in 
the usc of his paddle, delights and ioapires 11 confidence in him in 
moments of danger that is gh'en without sunt. We did not make 
more than ten miles during tho day, aod VItro (arech to encnmp three 
mile. below the farm. 

On the 10th we renched OUT destination. On our approach, altbough 
there were no spectators, ~cept a few Indians. to be expected. the 
voyageurs again mOllntcd their finery, and gaily chaunted their boat­
song. 

Mr. Ogden had been onc of the first who 'rov~lJcd over thit purl 
of country, and.. he informed me thnl he has seen the whole country 
inundated by the rise of the river. This, howc\'cr, can but rarely 
occur, and could only be the result of a sudden mclting of the sno ..... ' 
whcli accompanied wilh violent rain-storms. 

J)Jumondon had gone before, to request Mr. Forrest to send the 
wagon for our baggage; and we found it duly waiting at the landing. 

In the nflernoon, I made a 'Yisit. with Mr. Ogden, to the Catholic 
Mission, nnd scveral of the settlers' houses. That of Plumondon we 
found quite comfortable. The neighbourhood, though consisting of 
few families, appears very happy and united. They"prefer the 
Cowlitz 10 the Willamette. although the land here is not 80 good as in 
the valley of the lauer; hut they say that mnny 'Yegetablos succeed 
here, \hat will nol grow on the Willamettc. • 

h WIlIl'\'ith much regret that I parted from 1\fr. Ogden and Captain 
Varney. We had eujoyed oursel'Ye8 much; and J shaV long remember 
their klndOCSI and jo\'iai company. The day they left us proved very 
raioy; it wal impo8lible for noy OQe to slir out, nod the mud was 
ankle.deep. I felt disappoinll=d at this. as I wished to make some 
observnlioll5, to tcst those I had already taken in pn88ing before. 1\1r. 
Forrest was very attenlj\'e, and did all in his power to amuse me; bill 
feeling disposed to 81~ I lay down, and nfter il shorl time awoke, 
wilh lbe feeling or havins overslept myself. I jumped up to look' at 
my pocket-chronometer, which, to be careful of, I hod placed on the 
table. Lying neaf by, it was a small silver watch, whicb r hod not 
before observed. and my surprise wos greal 10 find that they bolh 
showed the same hour. I uttered my surprise Il loud jwt as Mr 
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• F orrelt entered the room, and told me that he had found my watch 
altogether wrong, (it showed Greenwich time.) Dnd he bad set it for 
me. J could not help making an exclamation of IllIlOnl"hment. We 
stood looking at each other, and he appeared fully as surprised as I 
was, when I told him that ho had changed my Greenwich time for 
that of Cowlitz, and had interruptoo my series of observations. He 
thought it passing slrnnge that I should prefer Greenwich time to that 
of Cowlitz, and told me that he was sure his watch was right, for it 
kcpt time with the sun exnctl,! This incident, though sufficiently 
provoki ng at the r.me. afforded me much amuscmeut after it Wit! over, 
and \Va! a le850n to me never lO trust a chronometer 10 such an acci· 
dent again. 

It having partially c leared up the next morning, J set off, accom· 
panied by 1'Iumondoll, hia wife a nd child, and another settler as my 
guide. We .departed at eight o'clock. and being provided with good 
horses, made rapid prostess. By the advice of Mr. Forrest, I endea­
voured to lake a canoe on the Chickeclcs. sending the horses to meet 
us, wilhoutloads. over the mounlain. 

We rode up lO the lndinn lodges, ncar the Chickecles ri\'er, in order 
to engage sottle of them to accompany us. 1 hZl\'e Lefore spoken of 

, making a bargain with them, and of the time and patience necessary 
before noy thing can be accotnp!is~. 1 now saw that it was a hope· 
leu task to attempt to overcome their perfl."Ct 1I0ncJlalnncc. Time, 
haste, c lothes. pre$Cnts, a.re nothing 10 them ; rum is Ihe only thing 
thllt will move them at all times. and of this I had none, nor should 1 
!Jave mada·u.so of it if I had. When PIUlllondon had exhausted his 
words on them without effcct, we rode lIff. succeeded in passing the 
mountain road quickly, and were well satisfied tilat we had thus i hown 
our independence. 

I have noticed the excessive love that the whole Indian population 
seem to have fOlj"rum: ma~y of tbese poor creatures would labour for 
days., and submit to all sorts of fatigue, for the sake of a small quan­
tity. No other inducement will move them i ll the salmOIl and cllm· 
mass seasons, for then they have nothing more to desire. 

Towordlt night we encllmped on a small prairie, where the grasses, 
flowen, Bnd trees, were in every variety of bloom. 

The Indians 00 the Chickeeles river wero~ngagcd in the salmon· 
fishery. T his is effected by staking the rirer Ilcross with polus, Ilnd 
constructing fikes or fish.holes. through which the fish are obliged to 
paIlS. Over these are erected triangles to support a staging, on whicl. 
the Tndiuns atand. with nets and spears, and lake ule fish as they 
attemrt 10 paY Ihrol'gh: the tish are thell dried by smoking. and pre· 
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pared for future usc. The IImokcd fish arc packed in ba~kct.s; but the 
supply is far short of their want&. 

The next morning we set out early, and reached the opposite bank 
of Shute's river. On the following day before l1oon, I returned to 
Nisqually, full y as !puch enchanted with the beautiful pnrk scenery us 
when J passed it before. T o it was now added occRsional peeps of 
Mount Rainier's high and snowy peak. 

, 

OLD "1~l"S_IIOO.E, aRmoN. 
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CHAPTER X l. 

WALLAWALLA. 

1 8 41. 

ON my return to Nisqually, J found that neW8 had been received 
from the various surveying and exploring parties, all of which it was 
reported were advancing rapidly in the execution of their dUlies. 
The preparations for the (lCienlific operations, which had been left to 
tnc cbarge of Lieutenant Carr, were all completed. and the two log 
houses had boon built. in which we now began to perform the pendu­
lum experiments, and make astronomic observations. In these we 
were engaged until tbe 4th of July. As the delails of them will be 
given in another place, I shall only advert here to the operations which 
1 had entrusled to Mr. Drayton, and which will fo rm the subjoot of the 
present chl1ptcr. 

It was 818ted in the preceding chaplor, that through Mr. Ogden's 
kindness, a passv.ge was offered up tho Columbia ..river al ftr as 
Wallawalla. Il had been my original intention to despatc~ a party 
from the Peacoc.k in this ~direction. to cross lhe Rocky Mountains 
to the head waters of Yellowstone river; Ilnd J had engaged a M.r. 
Rogers to accompany it. Orders for the purpose had been pr&­
pared. and left to be delivered to Captain Hudson when he should 
arrive. 

I now, however, began to apprehend that lOme serioUJ accident 
had happened 10 that vessel. and 1 deemed itJmportanl 10 secure at 
aU events, the examination of 80 interestin~ a part of (hi!! country. 
particularly when it could be performed.. uKder such favourabk cir­
cumstances as those offered by Mr. Ogden. Mr. Drayton was there­
fore detached to make this jaunt, and to hill industry and observation 
I am iodebted for ma ny of the facti o.bout to be detailed. For other's 

VOl.. IV. 48 (m) 
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of them I hove to acknowledge my obligation to the miuionaries. and 
the officers of the Hudson Bay Compllny. 

Previous to the deporlUre of the brigade, Mr. Drayton bad made 
many collections in nnlural history. After I left him. the weather cou­
Ilmled very rainy for sc\'crai days, and the Columbia in consequence 
began to risc again rapidly: the low prairies wero overflowed. and the 
wheat in IJ)8riY places was injured. To show tho porout nature of 
the soil, I will mention tlull the well at Vancouver riscs and fall, with 
the riYer, although it is a quarter of a mile from the bank. Thi, i8 
not the case in any other place in the territory whOre weU. are lunk ; 
but I have little doubt tho silmo thing would occur on any of the low 
prairies of tbe Columbia. for the soil of all of them seems very similar. 
At Vancouver lhey use the river in prcrerence to the well-water, 
though they do not consider the laller tiS unwholesome. 

Mr. Drayton obtained in the mill-pond, specimens of a beautiful 
spoiled trout, which is abundaUl there. They take the boil readily, 
and were caught with pieces of dried salmon: they feed upon insects, 
nod small white moths are their favourite bail, at which they are seen 
to spring most greedily. 

Ullli! the 20th, repairs were making to the- boats, and preparations 
were going 011 for embark ing the goods. The shape of these boots Il(l.s 
been before desc:ril>ed: they have grea t strength and buoyancy, carry 
three loos weight, nnd have a erew of eight men , besides a padroon: 
they are thirty feet long and five and a hnlf feet beam, sharp at both 
ends, clinker-built, and have no knees. In building Ihem, flat timbers 
of oak are bent to the requisi te shape by Siellnling; they 'Jre bolted to 
a flat keel. at distances of 0 foot from each other: the planks are of 
cedar, and generally extend the whole length of the boat. The gun­

. wale' is of the same kind of wood, but tho row locks u.re of birch. The 
peculiari5Y in tbe COllstruction of these boats is, thDt they are only 
riveled at each end with a strollg riyet. and being y.;ell gummed, they 
havello occa.iOIl for ntt.iling. They answer, and indeed aro admirably 
adaptc<l 10, all \.be purposes for which they are il\tended; arc 10 light 
as to be easily transported over the porl3gat by their crews, Dnd in 
cue of accident are easily repaired. 

The good. embarked for the supply of the norther!) posts are nil 
done up carefully in b"les of nincty pounds cllch, nnd consist of gro­
ceries, clothing, Rour. powder, bullets. &c. II may readily be ima­
giDed that the diJrereut pAckages vary very matorially in .ize, from 8 
few inches tquare 10 two foot. Thill equal division of the· Weight it 
neconary, in consequence of the numeroul portaget they have to make • 
•• weD .. conVClDieot in forming packs for hortel, wbich. they take at 
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Okonagan fOT a journey to Thompson river. which takes twenty days • 
to accomplish. 

1\1r. Ogden is p:encrally lJi-x months of every yeB' travelling to and 
from his post on the south end of Sluart's Lake, called. Fort St. James. 
in latitode 64" N. He leaves it-early in the spring, and returns in the 
fall of each year. Before he depDrts. he fits out his Bummer trappers, 
and on his return Ihoee for the winter's ca.mpaign. He brings down 
with him Ihe produce of a yeur's hunting. This post is the most pro­
!illlble of all the sections west of the mountnins. The average cost 
of a beaver·skin i111bout twenty.five cents, and when it rellches Vtln· 
COU\'cr it hlllJ enhanced io price 10 two dollars and fifty cents. the 
Ilm~unt of fUrl brought down by Mr. Ogdcn yenny will net in London 
:£60,000, a fact which will gi ve some idea or thc value or this trnde. 

In seuin~ out on hia journey, Mr. Ogdcn's practice, as well a. that 
of all tho Company's parlies, is to go only a fcw miles the !irst day. in 
order that they may dilCO\'cr if Dny thing has been neglected. and be 
able to rcturn ror it. For this rcnson their first encampment WaJ at 
the saw·mill. Their brigade consisted of nine boats, rowed by sixty 
voyageurs, eight of whom had their Indian wives with them. Besides 
lbC8C were Mr. and Mrs. M'Kinley, (Mr. Ogden's son.in.law,) who 
was 10 take charge of lhe Wllllawalia Fort, aod a Mr. Cameron, also 
of the Company, who was on his way to !\Ir. Black'l station. The 
boats lake each sixty packages, excepting the trader, which is Mr. 
Ogden's own boat, and carries only forty. The boatmen are Cana­
dions, exccpting about one.rourth, who Bre Iroquois Indians, all strong, 
active, and 'hardy men. They are provided only with a square iiail. 
as the wind blows generally either dircetly up or down the river. 

On the 27th June, they were off at early dawn, took thcir breakrast 
at ~rairie du Thd., and reached the Company's fishery, at the Cns!adcs, 
at 6 r. M •• where they encamped. This is the head of ship n,vigation, 
whore the rh'er fl!.kc5 a tum northward. and ror upwards of lwO miles 
is comparatively narrow-fouT hundred and fifty yards widl:. It ralls 
in this distance about forty foet, and the whole body of water drivet 
tht'nugh this narrow channel with great impetuosity. fonning high 
waves and fearful whirlpools. too da.ngcrotls to be encountered. by Ilny 
boat. Whon tho river is low, theac rapids arc somctimes passed by 
skilful boalmen. but there have been many live1 10st in the attempl. 

The count ry bordering on the rj\'cr is low until tho Cascades are 
approached, with the e.'tception of 116\'orul h~gh bail8.hic bluffs. Some 
uf ,helll are IWO hundred feet high, pointed like turreted castles. 

An old Indian. called lyl.lOOts. mnde hi, cell upon Mr. Ogden for 
his aCllual present, consisting of som~ tobacco aDd a shirt. Tbis 
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present is made in COl"laequence of his once having pretcned Mr. 
Ogdeo's party from an attack, by givin&t information that it Willi 10 

take place. By this timely notice Mr. Ogden was enabled I" guard 
himself aod party, by IRliing rofuge upon a small island just above the 
Cascades . 

The Columbia. at Ihill part, posse! through the Cascade range of 
moulltains, between high alld rocky banks.. The geological character 
of Lhis range is basaltic 1010'0, ' basaltic conglomerate, and sandstone. 
Large qunntilics of petrified wood arc to be found in the neighbour· 
hood. Mr. Drayton obtained specimens of all of l~e8C. 

The river. thus for, il navigated by seeking out the eddie.. The 
great difficulty is found in doubling the points, which arc at limes 
impasseble, except by tracking Ilnd poling. The oars oro uaed offer 
the French or Spanish (nsbion, ad.ding the whole weight of the body 
to the strength of arm. 

At the Cascades. during the fishing season, there are nbout three 
hundred Indians, only about one-tenth of whom are residents: they 
occupy three lodges; but there was formerly 11 lorge town here. 
Great quantities of fish nrc taken by them i ond the mooner or doing 
this resembles that at the Willnmette Falls. They also construct 
cOllols, on tl line parallel with the shore, with roch and stones, for 
about fifty feet in length. through which the fiah pass in order to avoid 
the IlrODg current, Rnd are here laken in greot numbers. 

There are two portages here. under the nsmell of the new nnd the 
old. At the first . only half of the load il landed, snd the bonts are 
tracked up for half a mile further. when the Joad is ogain shipped. 
The boaLa are then tracked to the old portage. A. strong eddy oreurs 
at thil place, which runs in an opposite direction; and here it is 
nece&ary to land the whole or the cargo; after which. the empty 
boats are .. sgain tracked three quarters of a mile l.Ieyond. 

To a stranger. unacquainh:J with the navigatio~of this river, the 
management of these boatmen becomes a source of wonder; for it is 
lurpriaing how they can succeed in surmounting such rapids at all as 
the Cascades. Their mode of transporting the good I . and the facilities 
with which tbey do it, aro equally nO\'el The load is secured on the 
beck of s voyageur by a Land which passes round the forehead aDd 
UDder and over the ba.~; he squats down. adjuffts his load. and risc! 
with ninety pounds' on his back; another places ninety pounds more 
00 the top, and off he trot~, hilif bent. to the end of the portage. One 
of the geol.Jemen of the Company inrormed me, that he had AElen a 
voyageur carry Ii. packagos of ninety pounds each 00 Jail back (6ve 
hundred and IOrty POUndl); but it W88 for a wuger, and the diaaaoce 
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was nCt~ mom than one hundred yards. The voyageuMI in generol • 
have not tho nppearancc of being \'elY strong men. At these portages, 
the rndians assillt for n smull present of tobacco. The boat, acldom 
esctlpo injury in passing; nnd in consequence of that which they 
received on this occasioD, the party was detained lhe reat of the day 
repairing damages. 

On their starting next morning, they found that !.he boats leaked ; 
and put on shore agaiu to gum them. Th is operation, 1\1r. Droylon 
describer thus. 9n landing the goods, the boat. a rc tracked up and 
turned bottom up, when they arc suffcred to dry; two flat-sided pieCe! 
of fire-wood, about two feet long, are thcn Illid together, and put into 
the ~re. until both nre weillightcd. and the wood burns readily at one 
end nnd in the 8pllce between; they then druw the lighted end slowly 
nlong the gummed seam. blowing Ilt the same timo between the sticks: 
this melts the gum, and a small spatula is used to smooth it off and 
render the Beam quite tight. The common gum of the pine or hemlock 
is that u!ted; and a rnpply is a lways carried with them. 

A short distance aoo\'c the Cnscanes, they passed the locality of the 
sooken forest, which was at the time entirely submerged. Mr. Drayton, 
on his return, \isited the place, and the water had fallen 50 much as 
to espose the stumps to view: they were of pine, and quite rotten, so 
mu(' h 10 UUt! they broko when they were taken hold of. He ill of 
opinion that Ihe point on which the pi ne forest stands. has been under­
mined by the great currents during the freshe ts; and that it has sunk 
bodily down until the tree8 were entirely submerged. The whole man 
appears to tfc 110 malted together by the roots as to prevent their sepa­
ration. Cha nge •• by UtE: same undermining process, were observed to 
be goi ng on conti nually in other parts of the rh'er, 

On the 30th of June. they had a favournble wind, but it blew ha.rd 
that they were obliged t~ reef their 8ail, and afterwtmls found the 
waves and wind ~oo heavy for them to rUIl without great dnnger ; they 
in cnnsequence put on shore to wait until il abated. In these forty 
miles of ule ri"cr, it usually blows a galo from the westward in the 
summer season, almost daily. 

In tho e\'ening, they reached within .even miles of the Dalles, and 
four below the mission. Here the roar of the watcr at the -oalles was 
heard distinc tly. 

Tho country had now assumed a differentlspocl; the lree!! began 10 
decrease in number, and the land to look dry Rnd burnt up. Defore 
pitching their tenlS, the men wore beating about the bushes to drive 
away the ranlOinakes, 0. number of which were killed, and preserved 
as specimens. 
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t n the morning they were again on thoir roule, and reached L itde 
river, from which the station of the Methodist MiMion is three-fourth. 
of n mile distant. Hero Ihey were met by Mr. Perkinlt who wa. 
waiting for his Jolters and some packages of goods the brigade had 
brought . .Mr. Droyton accompanied Mr. Perkins to tho mission, whilo 
the brigndo moved on towurds UIO DaIlM. Mr. Duniel Leo, the prin­
cipal of the mission, wns found noar Ihe houso, rouping his wheat. 

At this 810liOn thero nro three families, Ihose of Ihe Rev . .Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Perkins, and a loy member, who is n farmer. Their reception of 
Mr. Drayton was cxcoodingly kind, I 

The mission consists of two log and board houses. hewn, sawed, and 
built by themseh·cs. with a sOla1l barn, and several out-houses. The 
buildings nre situated on high ground, nmong scattered onks. and 
immediately in the rear is nn extensive wood of oaks and pines, with 
numerous sharp nnd jagged knoll! nnd obelisk-looking pillar.!! of con· 
glomerate, interspersed n.mong basaltic rocks: i,l fronl is an alluvial 
plain, having n gradual descent towards the river, and extending to the 
right and Icft. This contniU8 about two Ihou;land acres of good land . 
well supplied wilh springs. with Little river. and other smaller streams 
passing through it . The soil is made up of dccomposed conglomerate, 
and in places !Shows n deep blnck loam. Around this tract the land is 
high, devoid of moisture, and COVCI-OO witb basaltic rocks or snnd. 

They here raise wbeat and potatoes by irrigation: the 13Uer grow in 
great perfection, lind wheat yiclds twenly to thirty bushcls to the acre. 
They had jU!lt gathered a c rop of two hundred bushels from bnd which 
they irrigate by means of several finc streams near their hOuses. They 
might raiec much more, if they were disJlOsed. The summen hore arc 
much hotter than at VancouI'er, and consequently drier; the spring 
mine ~Cense here earlier. nnd the pel')ple harvesl in June. 

Thore ,>11'6- only a few Jlldialls residi ng 11.001' the mission during the 
winter, and these are a very milOUfable IICt, who iiv(t in holos in the 

ground. not unlike a clay oven, in order to keep warm. They are 100 

la.ty to cut wood for their fires. The number that visit the Dalles 
during the fishi ng season, is about lifteen hundred : th~ are from nil 
the country round. ond arc generally the outlawed uf the different 
villages. The missi003.ries complain much of the insolent behaviour 
and of the thieving habits. both of the visitefSl, and lhose who residc 
permaoently at the faUs. ?hey are, therefore. very desirous of ha\ling 
a few &enlera near, ulat they may have some protection from this 
an(lOrllnCe, as they are frequclltly undcr apprehension that lheir Iivel 
will be taken. 

h i. not to be es:pocled that the missionaries could be able to make 
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much progress with l50ch tI sct, and they of COtmlC feel mmewhat dis- • 
couragcd, though they have 8uccceded in obtoiniog 0. moral influence 
over a few. 

The river, between the Cucades ond the Dalles, a distance of rorly 
milel, bas 00 rapids, lind is navigable for ve$Sels drawing twelve fcct 
of wOlcr. It pas!Cs through high rocky banks or bosalt. 

'fhe missionaries informed Mr. Drayton, that the salmon-fishery at 
Iho Dalles luts six months, and that sturgeon are taken during the 
grea ter port or the year. 

Tho mission i~ three miles from the Dalles. On Mr. Drayton 
reaching the lower point or the portage. he found Mr. Ogden en­
camped, and a boat· load or packages lipread out to dry. It appclI.red 
thot one or tho boats had bilged in passing up. aDd required repairs. 
The place was luck ily flued for these operations. aB it had but one 
entronce to protect agaimrt obout a thousand Indian!!. on thc look-out 
ror whatover they could pick up, and who required tne whole force or 
the brigado to keep them in check. 

The Da1Jcs is appropriately called the Billingsgate or Oregon. The 
di\'ersity of dress among the men was greater eveo lOon in the c rowds 
of nutjves I have described us /reOn in the Polynesian island!!; bUllhey 
lack the decency nod care of tbeir persons whic h the illlllllflcrll exhibit. 
The woruen also go nearly naked, for they wear little else than ,,'hat 
may be termed a breech.c1oth, or buckskin, which is blnck and fillOy 
with di.rt; ond 80me ha\'e 11 part of a blanket. The children go 
entirely naKed, the boys wearing nothing but a sma ll stri ng round the 
body. It i! only necessary to Sfty thnl some rortyor fifty live in a 
temporary hut, twenty reet hy twel\'c. constructed of poles, mati, and 
cedar bark, 10 g ive 0.0 idca or the degree or their civilization. 

The men are engaged in fishing, and do nothing else. On the 
women fulls a ll Iho work or skinning, clcfllling, a nd drying the fi ah 
for tbeir wintcr stores. As soon as tho fish nre caught, tbey nre laid 
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f" for Do few houri on Lhe roeb. in the hot SUD, which perm,,, the KiDl 

\0 be takeD 00' with grellter case; tho fleah is tben stripped off &he 
bonet, mashed and pounded as fine III pogible; it is then spreaa alii 
on mals, and plnce4,1 upon rraroell to dry in the sun and wind, which 
effectua lly curet it ; illd<'''ed, it is said that meat of any kind dried ita 
this climate never becomes putrid. Throe or rour daya are sufficient 
to dry a larbtC mntrull. rour inchcs deep. The cured fish is then 
pounded into a long basket. which will contnin about e ighty poundt; 
put up in this way. ir kept dry, it will keep for three years. 

During the fishing season. the Indians live entirely 011 the beacb, 
hearts. and offal of the salmon. whicb they string Oil sticks, and rolllt 

over a small fire. 
The fi shing here is very much nncr the manner of that ot Willa­

motte Foils. except that thero is nq necessity for planks 16 stand on, as 
there ore greal convcniences ot the Dalles ror pursuing this fi shery. 
T hey Ule the hooks and spears, attached to long poles: both the hook 
and the spear are made to unship reudily. and nrc attached to the pole 
by a line four feet below its upper end. If the hook were made per­
manently fast to the end of the pole, it would. be linble to break, and 
the large fish would be much more difficult to take. The Indians Qre 
seen standing along the wnlls of the canals in grout Ilumbers. fishing, 
snd it is not uncommon ror them to take twenty to twenty-five salmon 
in an hour. When the ri ver is at ill! greatcsl heigbt, the water in the 
caonls is about three reet below the top or the bank. 

The Dalles is one or the most remarkable placos upon the Columbia. 
The river is he re compressed into a narrow chnnne~ three bundred reel 
wide, and half n mile long; the walls are perpendicular, flat On Iho 
tOp, and composed of basalt; the river forms an elbo:w. being situuted 
ill an Lmphilheattc. extending scveral miles to the oortJlwest, and c losed 
in by a hj,gh basaltic wall. From appearnnCCS, one is led to conclu~ 
thal in rormer times the rh'er mRde 3. straight course~ over the whole; 
but. having the channel doeper. is now confined within the prescnt 
Jimil.. Mr. Drayton, on inquiry of an old Indinn, through Mr. 
Ogden, learned that he lielieved that in the time of his forefathe rs they 
went up fltraight in their canocs. In order to iIIustrnte this pass. 
Mr. Drayton made a cnrerul diagram of it. which ill repftl:scnted in 
the wood-cut on the following pllgc. 

Besides the main cha nnel, A, the re are four or five other small 
canals, through which theC W(ller passcs when the river is high: (hase 
art but a few feet across. The rive r ralls about finy foot in tbe dis­
taDCCI of twO miles, unci the grcatetlt ri9C between high and low water 
mark, iI.i:lty-two fooL This greut rise is caused by the accumulation 
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of Wlter in the river above, which is dammed by this narrow pall:, 
.nd is con!ltantly increasing, until it bach tbe waters, and overflows 
many low grounds and islands above. The tremendous rOllf arising 
from the rushing of tbe river through tbis outlet, with tho many 
whirlpools and eddies which it causes, may be more readily imagined 
(ban described. 

The boat was repaired by the uflerooon, aud an express was 
despatched up the river to Wallawnlla, in order to prepare the post 
for the reception of the brigade, and inform the gentleman who hnd ' 
charge of it that he would be required La move to the north with tho 
brigade. The officers of the Company ho.\'c bm lillie lime allowed 
them to attend 10 their comforts: so completely are thoy under the 
control of accident, that they Bre liable to be called upon at any 
moment. Their righlll. howc\·er. are looked to as much as po!l!lible. 
and the grent principle adopted as the incentive to action, i!l the 
advancement they may ohtain by their own merit, through which 
alone the., cnn sct forward. In consequcnce of adhering to thi!l prin­
ciple. the Hudson Bay Company are always well. !Jerved.. The disci-. 
plinn that i!l preserved is the very best, ond sill lightly WK'n all. 
TholC who do 1101 moel with advancement hove some great fault in a 
tradcr's eyes. The enterprise and energy required. to IICr ... this Com­
pany well is 0.'; no ordinary kind. nod few men exhibit morc of both 
these qualities than tholltl J met with in its omploy. .. 

On the morning of the 4th July. they began to p8.H the portaie. 
which is a mile in length. It is very ruggod. and the weaUler beiDg 
exceedingly warm. many of the Indians were employed i1> transport 
articles on their horses. of which thcy have a large number. II 
required seventy men to transport tile boats, which were ca rried o\'t~r 
bOttom upwards, the gunwale testing on tl}.e meO'8 ,houlders. By night 
all wal safely transported, the boats nowry gummed, and the encamp-­
ment formed on a Bondy beach. The sond, in consequence of the high 
wind. wus blnwn Rhoul in grenl qunntities, and every body and thing 
w8!1 li terully covered with it. 

VOL. IV. .0 
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• From tho high bill. Ob tho Muthern bank of the river, there is an 
extontive view of the country to the 8CtU1h. Tho distant part of Ihis 
prospect WIUI made up of Tolling, barren, Bnd arid hill&. These hilla, 
a. well os Ihe country nenrer at hand. were covered with" natural hay 
or bunch.g rass. wbich ::affords very nutritious food for caule. 

Tbe miuionaries have been s,tRtioned at the Dillie. "ince 1838. 
The primary object of this mission is.. in Ihe first place, to give tho 
Cospel to Ihc Indians, and next to tench them such nrl, of c ivilization 
85 shall cnable them to impro\'c thoir condi lion, and by degrees to 
bocome an enlightened community. There nre many diffi cuhiOl thaI 
too minionary hIll! to contend with, in first coming among theso people, 
none of which Ire greater than the want of knowledge of their true 
character. The missionaries, 8fter a full opportunity of kno\v ing the., 
Indi8n" consider covetous!lCSS as their prevailing si n, which is exhibited 
in lying. dishone!l traffic, gambling . and hone· ra cing. Of the latter 
Ihey are extremely fond, aod Me continually desirous of engaging in it. 
Thia aport frequenLly produces contentions. which often end in blood· 

_ IIhed. Stealing prevails to an alarming extent : scarcely any thing that 
can be removed is !afe. The missionaries hlwe several limes had their 
houses broken open, and their property more or left dnmagcd. The 
srealing of horses in particular is very common, but after being broken 
down they are sometimes returned. There 3re uut few chief! to whom 
the appeal for redress C3n be made. and they CBn exercise but lillie 
control over such a lawlesa crew. Those who gather here are gene. 
rally the very wonl of the tribes around. 

The number of Indians within the Dalles mission is ra:!koned at 
about two thousand; in but few of these. howe\'er, hos nny symptom 
of reform shown itself. They frequent the three great sa lmon·fishe· 
ries of'lOO Columbia. the Dalles, Cascnclct. and Chutes, and a few 
were founct at a salmon-fishery nbout twenty.five miles up tho Chutes • 
river. • 

The lealon for fi shing snlmon. which is the chief article of food in 
this country. lUIs during five months, from May to September. Tho 
country also furni shes quantities of her ries. nuts, roots, and game, con· 
.isting of !Jears, elk. and deer; but. owing to the improvidence or the 
native inhabitanta. they are, notwithst3nding Ih is ample sut'ply of 
articla of foorl, oftentimes on the verge of starvat ion. 

After the fishing and trading season is over, they retire to their 
... mages, and pus the festtof the year in innclh·ity, consumi ng the 
rood .upplied by the labours of the prece~ing summer; and 81 the 
Muon ror fithing come. round, they again resort 10 the fi sheries. 
Thi. is the ordinery course or life among these Indians, 'WhOM disei· 
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pation has been already spokCII of. and witl claim more lI.nenlioil 
hereafler. 

B ere agein some olhef'll demanded their a(mual token from the 
brigade for past !Crviccs. 

The count ry about the DaIle. i. broken, and the mission.riel report 
that this is the ease for somo miles aroand. There are, however, allO 
IJOme plains and table.lands. which nrc considered as very vllluable, 
beinS well watered with spring. ond small streams; excellent for 
grazing, and well supplied with timber-oak and pine. The soil 
varies in qualily, and portions of it Bro very rich. Garden vegeta. 
bles succeed. but require irrigation. Potatoes a lso must be watered, 
by wbich mode of culture they succood well. Corn lind peas can be 
raised in sufficient quanljlie~ Wheat produces about twenty-five 
bushels to the acre: this is not. however, on the best land. They 
&Ow in October and March, and harvest begins towards the end of 
June. 

The climate is considered healthy; the atmosphere is dry, and there 
ure no dews. From May till November but little rain fnlls, but in • 
winter they have much ra;n and snow. The cold ia seldom greD.l, 
although during the winter preceding our arrival the thermometer fell 
10 _ISO Fahrenheit. The greatest heat experienced in summer wu 
1000 in t1m shade; but, even afler tOe hottest days. the nights are cool 
and pleasant. 

At daylight, on the 3d July. the goods were all embarked. When 
they reached the Chute!. they again made a portage of their goods 
for a quatter of a mile, and in an hour and a half they were again on 
their way. During very high wafer, the fall, whence the place lakes 
ita name, is not visible, but when it is low, thern is a fall of tcn feet 
perpendicular,.that occupies nearly the whole breadth of tPi\, rh·er . 

• Il is impossible to pass lhis fall at low water; but when Jhe river is 
cwollen. boats.lhool it With ease Ilnd SAfely_ The Columbia, from tbe 
Chutes as far as John Day's river, is filled with rocks, which occasion 
dangeroU! rapids. The boats were, in consequence, lracked for the 
whole distance. 

After passing the Dillies. an entirely new description or-country ift; 

entered. for the line of woods extends no farther. The lost troo slands 
on the south side of the river. ond is named Ogden's Tree on our map: 
it is about six: miles above the Dalles. The woods terminate at about 
the same distance from the coast in all p.n1ts of this region south Qfthe 
paraUel of 480 N_ 

The country between these places is decidedly volcanic, and the 
banb on either side of the river are rocky and high. In this part of. 



{ne coulltry. it is very hot when there ill no wind. Mr. Drayton hll.d 
no thermometer. and therefore wall unablc to a:¥certain the exact degree 
of heat. but lI.oy metallic substance exposed to the suo for a short time 
could not bo grnspe<i in tho hand without pain, and the moo were 
almOIl! oxhausted with the heat. 

There are a number of villnges io this neighbourhood. and among 
them Wisham. mentioned in Irving's Altoria. Thi. is situated on 
the Jeft bank of the river, and its proper name is Niculuita; Wisham 
being tlie name of the old chief, long since dead. There are now in 
this villoge about forty good lodges. built of split hoards, with a roof 
of codar bark, as before described. The Indions thnt live here seem 
much superior to those, of the other villages; they number four 
hundred regular inhabitants, who live, like the rest, upon salmon; 
but they appeared to have morc comforts about tbem than any we 
had yet seen. 

At Niculuita Mr. Drayton obtained II drawing of a child's head that 
had jUlt been released from ils bandages, in order to secure it. flattened 
bend. Both the parentIS showed great delight at the success they had 
met with in effecting lhis distortion. The WOod-cUIs give a correct 
idea of the child's appearance. 

, 

, t 
nOll'T •• !tW. 

There were from fifty to one hundred Indians constantly follow­
ing the brigade, end aiding the men. The price for half an hour', 
IOrvice was generally two leave. of tobacco, which was sought after 
wilb great eageroen. Theec Indian!! paint their facet wilh red and 
yellow cJay. Their women lOOmed 10 be of more consequeoce than 
i, ulual among lAvages, and' some of them even took command over 
the men. 

At loho Day" Tiver great quantities of talmoo are taken. and there 
are. in contequenee, many tempornry lodge. here. Notwithstanding 

• 
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this is a rocky region, tbere are vast quantities of fine sand depotiletf 
every whore, which i. brought down the river. On this tho encamp­
menlB nre ncccnarily made; aod the 8aoft i5 exceedin~y dry and hot, 
..... hich renders the camping disagreeable. There Ilrc few pJllCOJ more 
uncomfortable i for a basaltic wall rises nine hundred or a thousand 
feet within two hundred yards of the camp. which reflects the lun's 
TUYS down upon the beach of white sundt rendering tho atmospllt:rc 
almo!t insupporlable. To give some idea of the heal, Mr. DrILY ton 
found it uncomfortably hot to sit dowo upon the rocks an bour after 
tho sun hadllflct •• 

One of their amusements at the time of encamping was a rattle-
snake hunt, in which sc\'cral1arge ones were killed. _ 

The brigade, as usual, set oul early, Dud will! the lun lhcrc &.l01e 

:\ fine breeze, which carried them brillkly onwards. About-eigln miles 
above their encampment they came to tbe Hieroglyphic Rock .. These 
,are about tweoty feet high, and on them are IUpposed to be recorded 
!.he deeds of some former lribe. They passed so quickly that Mr. 
Draytnn could make only two hasty sketches of them; and it is to be 
regretted that they were not sufficiently perfect to allow of tbeir being 
given in this plnee. 

After passing John Day's river, !.he country becomes much lower 
and more arid, and the current comparatively less. The weather was 
exceedingly hot, and the drifting sands were in grealer quantities than 
befnre, so much 10 that whole islands were passed entirely composed 
of the sand. They now arrived at the long reach, just below Grand 
Island; ~ country becoming snndy and so flat all to give a view of 
the Grand Rapid Hills. It has !.he appearance of having been. at no 
very remote period, the bed of an extensive lake. Here the voyageurs 
began to be re~eved from their toil at the pole, which they ex.oanged 
for the low-line and oar, and the Indians departed the moment their 

• • services were no longel"' wanted. The distance made m ill day was 
fifty -seven .. milgs

l 
for which they were indebted to the breMe. The 

day before, they made only sixteen miles. 
While pnssing close along the banks, they met with numerous pin­

tl1iled grouse, 80 tame 118 to nllow the boata to approach within a few 
feet nf them before lhey wourd 8y. 

Al their cnc!l.mpment, Mr. Drayton found a large burying-place, 
from which he was desirolls of getting Il skull; but, to tho surprise of 
the party, severQI Indions made thei r a~tlraoce and prevented it. 
The corpses were placed above ground~ in their clou1ing, and then 
lIewed up in a sk in or blankot; nnd the persona l property nf each 
deceqsed inrlh'iduni wns phu;,ed neor the body: O\'or all wore laid u 
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row board., of native construction, placed as D kind of shed to protect 
them from the weather. 

All along thill ri ver, from the Dnlles up, there is nol a piece of wood 
growing, and except occasionally n drift log. there is nothing larger 
than 0. splinter to be found. All the wood used for cooking is bought 
from the Indinns. who will follow the brigade for many miles Willi a 
long pole or picce of a log, which they sell for n small pier.e of 
tobacco. The Indinns al80 brought for salo several hares, which were 
lurge and of extremely fine flavour. 

T oe country continues to be. as far os can be 8~n olf every side, 
a barren and sterile wBste, covered with a white sand tnixed with 
rouoded nnd washed pebbles. All that it produces is a little grass, 
some wood, and a speCies of small Cactus, filled wilh long while 
!lpines, so bard and sharp that if trodden upon they will penetrate the 
leather o( a boot. 

On the 6th of J uly the brigade reached the foot of the Grand Rapids, 
III-' which the boats were tracked. Tbey afterwards paned along the 
foot of Grand Rapid Hills, which are composed of basalt. old lavn, and 
seorire. These hills are steep on !.he river side. and are (ast crum­
bling away and flllling into the stream. 

Eighteen miles oolow Wallnwallll they paned the Windmill Rock, 
about which are n number of curious basaltic peaks. On approaching 
Wnllnwalla the scenery becomes grn nd: tho country is broken into 
"olcanic peaks, forming many fantnstic shapes, resembling figUre! nnd 
colOMal heads : many of them are seen either insulated or in groups; 
lOme of them are known under the nnme of the Nine-pins. T lrough this 
pua: of volcanic rocks the wind rushes with grent violence in summer, 
10 supply the rarefied portion above. The currenL had increasod very 
coOlidecnbly: it often became necessary fo r the voyugflurs to take a 
pipe, or in other wordl, a rCll. When the brigade was in sight from . 
the fort, th~ Company's fiag was hoisted. Bufore arrixing there. and 
within a mile and a half of it. the country becomes agtlin Bat. and 
rises "ery liule above the river, when the water it hig h. The ground 
is compoaed of pcbblee and drifting sand for IJCveral miles to the east 
and 10 the DOrtfi. wilh little or no soil, aDd nothing grows on it but a 
few tpeart of bunch·graas, and wormwood. 

The brigade rea.ched the fort at sunset. when they were recei ved by 
Mr. M'Leaa. who Will in temporary cha rge of lhe poat: Bnd who 
reported. himtelf ready 10 i£."oceed with bil lrnliao wife and eh..ildreta 
with Mr. Ogden i aDd Mr. ?i'Kinley took charge of Fort Wallawalla. 

Fon Walla.aUa i. about two bundred feel lCluare, and i. buill of 
pickets. with. pUery or . taging DO 'he illlide. wbeoce the pieketl 
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may be looked over. It has two bastions, one on the southwest lind 
the other on thc northeast. On the inside nre sc\'crnl building~. COil­

lIru~tcd of logs and mod; ono of thelte ~ the J ndian atore: the whole 

is covered with sand and dUl t, which is blown about in vast quantities. 
The climate is hot j and every thing about thc fort seemed so dry, thal 
it appeared 8 S if a single spark would ignite the whole Rnd reduce it 
to ashes. 

The porty under Lieutenant Johnson had pOlscd by about a week 
pr<wiously, on their return to Nisquolly. 

At all the principal stopping.places. one or two old Indians would 
prescnt themsel ves to Mr. Ogden. to demand their aonual present for 
ICrviCCll rendered him and the Company. 

1\'I&oy years back , Mr. Ogden. while on his roule, was aUacked at 
the placc4Whcre tho fort stands, by the Wnllawalla tribe, and WDS 

obliged 10 lake refuge on the island ncar Ihe fort, whero he mada.n 
stand and completely routed the Indians. Th is occurrence took plflce· 
twenty.thrcc Y$'ars before. and was the CRU SC of this post beilllg occu-

• pied; since which time. no attllck has been mntle . 
• This will gh~e some idea of the dangers the officers nndomen of tho 
Hudson Bay Company have to encounter; and although it it now safe 
on the Columbia river. yet there aro many parts ,,.here they Ire still 
subject to these aURcks: the voyagcurs ha\'c a lot of toil and depriva. 
tion, yet few men arc to be found so cheerful. 

:Mr. Ogden informed me, that the most c:rperionced voyageur is 
taken as a pilot for the brigade, and he il tho bowmno of the leading 
boat; which is looked upon as a station of great trulit and honour. 
Each boat has al!fO its bowman, who is cOJsidercd the first officer and 
responsible mnn; the snfety of the boat, in descending rapids particu­
larly, d<>pends upon him nnd the pndroon, who IIleers the boat. They 
both use long and large blnde-paddles; and it is surprising how mucn 

• 

• 
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\>ower' tbe two caD exert over the direction of the boat. These men, 
from loog training, become vtrry expert, and acquire a coolness nnd 
disregard of danger that claim admiration, nod astonishes those who 
ate unused to such scene!. 

T o nil appearance, tbere is seldom to be found a more labOrious sel 

of men ; nor one 80 willing, particularly when their remuneration of 
no more than ICventeen pounds sterling a year, nnd the fare Ihey 
receive, a rc considered. The latter would be considered wilh us 
incapable of supporting any h·umnn being. It consi!4 of coarse un­
bolted bread. dried salmon, fat (tallow). nn'd dried p{:as. I am lIafis-
fled that no American would submit to such-food: the Canadian Dnd· 
Iroquois Indians use it without murmuring, except to strangers. to 
whom they complain m'uch of their scanty pay and food. Tho dis­
c ipline is stric t, Bnd of an arbitrary. kind ; yet they do nOI find fault 
with it. In Appendix XV., will be found one of the agreements of 
the HudlOn Bay Company. Very few of those who embark or join 
thla Company', service ever leavo the part of the country they ho:ve 
been employed in j for nfter the expiration of the first five years, they 
usually enliat for three more. This service of eight yean in a life of 
so muel. adventure and hazord, aUachcs tham to it, and they generally 
continue until they become old men; when, being married, nnd 
having families by Indian women, thoy retire ,undc( Ijle auspices of 
the Company, to some small farm, eithor on the Red or Columbia 
rivers. There is no allowance stipulated for their wives or cblldren i 
but one is usually made, if they have been uscful. Jf a man dies, 
leaving II. family, ahhough the Com pany is Dot under any ob!igation to 
provide for them, they nrc generally taken care of. The officen of 

• 

the Company Bre particularly strIct in preventing ila servAnl! from 
delCrtirP~ their wivcs; ond none clln abandon them. without much 
lIecrelY nn1 cunning. In coses of this sort, the individual is arrested . # } 

aDd kept under rCllraint until he binds himself with .1eCurity not to 
desert his family. The chief officeI'! of the Company hold the powor 
or magis,ra tct over their own people; and are bound to send fugitives 
or criminnls back t l> Cllnado. for trial. whore the courtB take cogni­
zance of the offencC1. This perhflp! is as salutary and effectual n 
preventive agnins! ~rime, as couk! be found. e\'en if the courts were 
at hand i for whether innocent or 8uilt)', tho individu!ll must luner 
groat Joss by being dragged from the liule pror.ICrl y he posse9SC', 
The community of old vo>tngeur~, setl)ed in Oregon, are thu. con­
'Irained to keep n strict walch upon their behnviour; and, although 
porhllp' against their inclinations, are oblipd to conform 10 tbe wi....,. 
of tholle whOle employ they have left. 
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The brigade, anor remaining at Wallawallo. till \he S\h. took ·their • 
departure. 10 taking leave of Mr. Ogden, 1 must ClI.prelS the great 
indebtedness I tlm uoder, for his :lUention.e an,d kindnen to Mr. 
Drayton, as well aa for the facijity he offered him for obtaining infor· 
mfltion during thei r progres.e up tbe Columbia. I am allO under obli· 
gotions to him for much inleretting information rctpccting this country, 
which he g,ve widlout hesitatioQ or reserve. He was anxious that Mr. 
Drayton should accolYlpany him to Okonagan; but as this route had 
just been traversed by another P:lrty, it would have boon a waste of 
the ahort lime hi! had to speed about Wallnwolln. Mr. Ogden is a 
general favouri te;- and thore is so much hilarity, and luch a fund of 
amusement about him, that oae is extremely fortuDate to faU into his , . 
compAny. .. 

Aner the departure of the brigade, Mt. Drayton set out to visit Dr. 
Whitman, in company with Mr. M'wn, who was to proceed to 
Okonagan with horses, to join Mr. Ogden. They rode about twenl), 
miles before dark. and passed over some of tbe pastut'C8 of the hor5ell 
belonging to tho Company. An alluvial bank, Olle hundred feet in hci&hl. 
was eointed out, over which the wolVe! had dri ven pa rt of 8 band of 
the horses of the Company, by surrounding them juet before dark. This 
took place some months before, nnd the horses were killed nnd enten by 
these voracious animals. The wolves are very numerous in this 
country) aDd e£cecdingly troublesome. 

The country passed o\'cr on d.o banks of lhe Wallawalla, Rnd within 
half a. mile of it, wo.s green nnd fertile. Thil will also apply to tbe 
baok.e of the: sma II tributaries fBlling into the W allawallll. 'to the north 
and ~uth are extensive pruiries, f!overed with the natuml hay of the 
country, Ort wh ich the cattle feed; here thC9C grasses spring up in the 
early spr'lng taips, grow hnl1tiontly, nnd are afterwards co erleJ!.. 
into hay; by the great heat of the month of J uly. Thus dried, they 
retain all their juices. Of this hay the cauie are exceed~gly fond, 
and prefer it e~en to the young graM of the meadows bordering the 
stream. 

The party reachod the mission Rbout dark, and were welcomed by 
Dr. 'Vhitman and Mr. nod Mrs. Grny, of the American Board of 
Miu ions. This stalion WIlS establisheld in l837, with three olhen. and 
is known by the name of Waiihtplu. Th" -'lCcond Illation. called 
Lapwai (cleat water), is at the mouth of the KOO8kooskee, under the 
Rev. Mr. paldiog. l"ho third W8S about si • .'t1 miles up that river, and 
was called Kamia. where the Rev. M(~ Smith WRIJ 1l$lioned for two 
yORN! j finding, howe\'er, that he had no Indians to teach , or wilhin 
reach ('If hi! slal ion, he abandoned it. Tho fourth, ('ailed (,him ikl\lne, 
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f i. ~ .. riftlr Spoknae. UDder the direction of Messn. Eel. and 
Wa1ker. sixty mH .. IOlItb of Colville. 

At Waiilapto there are two hotl!eS, each of one story. built of edoboa. 
with mud roofs. .. insure a cooler habitation in summer. There arc 
allK) II. smoll saw·mill and lOme grist-mill, at thi. place. moved by 
water. All the prcmillCl iook TCry comfortable. They bave .. Doe 
kitchen-garden. in which grow all the vegetable! raised in tho United 
States, and several kinds of fine melon The whelli. some of which 
1l100d seven feel high. was in full head, and nearly ripe; Indian corn 
was in t8ue~ and some of it measured nine feet in h~ight. They will 
reap this year about threo hundred buS"hels of wheat, with a quantity 
of corn and potatoes. The soil! in the vicinity of the small "roam... is 
• rich black loam, nn(f' very deep. The land fit for cultivation alODg 
lhe!le streams does not, however, amount to more than ten thoueaoo 
acres. This quantity is susceptible of irrigation, and in contequeDce 
~D be made to yield mo~t luxuriant crops. ln mDny part. of ii, a 
Datural irrigation &Oems to take place, owing to the numerous bends 
of the Imall streams, which almost convert portion. of the land inlo 
illianda. These streams take their risc in the Blue Mountains, about 
forty miles east of Walla walla. and are never known. to foiL The 
climate i. very dry. as it seldom rains for seven or e ight months in the 
year. During the greater part of this time. the country. f011y miles 
north and south of this strip. has an arid appearance. There arc 
large herd. of bones owned by the Indians, that find excellent pasturage 
in the natural hay on it. surface. 

There is Ii vut quantity and profusion of edible berries qp the banks 
of the streams above .poken of. consisting of the service-berry. two 
kinda of currants. whortleberry, and wild gooseberries : theae the 
lnd.ial\' gather in large quantities, for their winler supplies. 

At 100 time of Mr. Drayton's visit, tbere were at 'the miSlion only .... 
fow1eeo indian .. inr.lurling men, women, and children. Too" who 
UIUIlUy reside here had gone to the Grande Roode to 'trade. a di.taoce 
or twCInly.fi,ve mikta. .. 

The Grede Roode is • plain or mouptaan prairie. surrounded by 
lip baaltic wan.. This is culled by the lncliaoI, .. Karpkarp." which 
is ........ ted iolo BalmJl)f Gilead. It. direction from Walla walla is 
CllWOutbeaat., aoci (be road to the United Stalel pallCll througb if. Jt 
i. fifteen miles Joog. by twelve wide; and i, the place where the 
CaJUN, Nea Peid. and ""allawalla Indians meet 00 "'de with the 
SaaMt or SbaIb ..... for roota. om lodges. elk aQd _dralo meu- Ul 
.ri ... _ ....... and borIIeL 

Mr • .Drat- awt wHb au oJd lodi.n at WaiUapta, who .... poiDled 
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ou( as the man who took the first flag that was eyer seen in the country · 
to the Grande Ronde, as the emblem of peace. Lewis and Clarke, 
when in this country. preaentcd ao Ameriean flag to the Cayute tribe. 
calling it a flag of peace; tJlis tribe, in altian~e with the WaUI!.1\'!I \I;s, 
had up to that lime been alw:lYs at war with the Sll<)shones or Snakee. 
ARcr it becllme known among the SnakefJ that such a flag esi!;ted, a 
rmrty of Cay1.l8e and Wnllawallas took the flag and planted it at the 
Grande Ronde, the old man above spoken of being the bearer, The 
result hM been, that these two tribes ha\'e ever since been at peace 
with the Soakcs,"and nlllhrce ho.ve met RnnonUy in this place to trade. 
Or. Whitman confirmed lhe old man's statement fcom other evidenee 
lie h~ recei,·ed, The Grande Roode is likewise resorted to for (he 

lerge quantities of cammass-root that grow thc"re, which cotlStituloes, lUI 

• tJal'e beroM remarked, a favourite food with all the lodillnL 
These missionaries I~ve quite comfortably, Rod. seem contented; they 

'are, however. not free (rom apprehension of Indian depredations.. Dr. 
Whitman. being an unusoally large and athletic man, is held in much 
respect by the Indians, Dnd they have made U~ of hill services as a 
phytician. which does not seem to cnrry with it 60 much daoger here, 
31.among the t.ri.bes in the lower country. or farther north. 

These missiOO3Iies have quite a number of cattle and horses. which 
require liule or no aHention, lher,e being an abundance of hay and 
grass. The price of a good horse is {WOOly dollars. 

This district is capable of supporting a vast number of caule. One 
Cayuse chlef baa more than n thousand horses on Ibese feeding 
grounds. " 

The winters arc of about three months' duration, and 100W Jasti 
only n short lime; the grass indeed ll;roWI nil winter. A better idea 
of the climate here may be formed from the fACt, that Mr. MfKio1ey, 

___ of the Hudson 'Bay Company, who passed from the, Soake country 
across the Blue MountaiJ'ls in Janua ry, 1841. found tbe "Jow on the 
mountains five 'nnd sis: feet deep, and the weaUlCr very cold; but when 
he Ocsceodod to those plains the next day, the wetl.ther was warm and 
ple81ant, the grass groeu, and many flowers in bloom, 

On the Wallawalla river troes are again met wilh: they consill1 of 
the poplar, wmow, birch, and alder, The poplar grows to the height 
of one hundred feet, and ha s a diameter ncar the base of two and a 
half foot. 

As respect. the success of the missiollJry laboun, it ill very email 
here. The IndiaN! lire disposed to wander, and seldom continue more 
than three or four monlhs in the same place. After they rcrtllrn from 
llle Grande Rohde, whicb is in July, they remllin for ll)ree or four 
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~ rnoaIIaI. ... thea move d8' to &be nortb and cast to hunt buft"alo. 
Abr a.eir return from the bufTall>-bunf, they are again stationary for 
a short time. 

Dr. Whitman has one hundred and twonty,four on hie rolls, male 
and female, that receive insl1'uotion in 'the ooune of the year. He 
preaches to them on tho Sabbalh, wben the Indiana are on lhe Walla­
",aUo. river. 

The IICbool consilll of about ,,,coly-five tcholars dnily. and there 
appears some lillie disposition to improyc in these Iodiolls. The grent 
aim of the miasionariOll is to teach thorn lb .. , thoy rfiay obtain a suffi­
c iont quaotity of food by culti",aling the ground. MII-0Y families of 
1ndiana DOW have ptltchBS of wheat, com, and potatoes, growing well, 
and a Dumber of thel6 al'O to be soan near the )fission farm. 

The Indians have learned the neceslity of irrigating their crop •• by 
finding lbat Dr. Whitmao', succcedCKi better than their own. They 
'MTefore desired to take lOme of Lbo willer from his tronches instead 
01 makiog DIIW ones of their own, which be very naturally refused, 
They then dug t",Mhos for thomselvcs, and stopped up the Doctor't. 
'rh .. had well.nigh produced mucli diffioulty; but finally thoy were 
made to understand that thero was enough waler for both, and thoy 
nOW use it with as mucb weeell al the missionaries. 

There it mucb small game in thil part of the country, which is 
ouily obtained with a gun, or by tnare .. • Tho most numerous arc the 
arou-. ourlew. and two specie. of hare. 

In company wit~ Mr. Gray. Mr. Drayton visited. the Blue Moun· 
taiOL Boforo reaching tbe foot of the mountain., tbey pasted through 
Jarge bandt of horses, belonging to the Cayuse Indians I dw lIOil 
became better, boing of a red'" colour, and formed of decomposed 
$COria., Much lOoria i. here lOOn in evory direetio9. and the gross 
in moh place&. from reoeiving moi'8 moishlro. i. more luxuriaDI, ~~ 
Mr. D .... ytoo IbCCndcd up 8 8 fnr 0.1 the "fIow.line, but had not tho , 
meaDI of ascertaining biB altitudo; it was, however. from my obMr­
vatious. about 6", thousand .ix hundred foot. They here fouod the 
fotea. of piDfll, Ilad the temperature was quite low. From this point 
1M WaUawalla. with jl. numerous branches. could bo ... threading 
ita .. y Ihrollgh the plaiDS boneq.th, to qnite itlelf with I"., Colombia 
ri.w, yet man diIIaoL 

'Iboy Teturned tNt next day to Fort Wal1awau.. 
....... _ fobe a peclliarity about the climate a. waUawana,DOt 

fWMlOy lilt be aCCfKlOl8Cl fot. It ha. been ILated above that Iltd. wiater 
.. ..- ir uperienced lhere, .nd that Ibi. mild .... it owiafr 10 "­
hot .W. 0( die IOUI.b, which sweep atong from the ales ........ ,. 
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