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• -deterb: ox-istiOS in Upper California. Tbis wind, or .moon, during 
lhe summer, is held in great dread in this part of !.he C:OWllry. for it is 
of a burning character Ihat is quite overpowering. It gcn6rnJly cornea 
from tho southwest. In conscqucQce of this feature of tbe climate. 
there i. very little vegetation near tbe fott, not only on account of lhe 
heal and dl'ynetlfl, but owing to the vast clouds of drifting !land, which 
are frequently 10 great as to darken the lky. In summer it blows here 
con.tantly, and at night the wind generally amount. to a gale. Mr. 
Drayton represents his situation in the northeast bastion of the fort \al 
quito uDcomfortal:le. from the f'etlr of ils being blowo down. 

The Jodian mode of mkiog salmon waa wilneaaed at thi. place. It 
coo8isb in the erGetion of a fish-weir of bU8ket.-work. supported by 
poles. This is placed across tho stream, in the torm of an acute angle. 
Thi. barrier dams the waler sufficiently to create a HUle fall. The 
~almon swim up the river at night, and when they reach tlle barrier, 
they jump over the low side, which is down stream, but are unable to 
leap the higher one. A lillie before daylight, the Indians Ipread their 
nets, carefully avoiding to disturb the fish aoout the weir, and take all 
those lhat have been ensnared. These usually amount to about 
twenty-five. 

Small partie. of the Cayuse, WallownUos. and Nez Percea, wore 
now returning from the Grande Ronde. They occupied about thirty 
lodges, made of poles, mats, and sldn •• bought from the Shoshones. 
The wood-cut of these Indians' lodges will be found lit the cod of the. 
chapter. 

During ~ week, the Columbia had fallen ten feet. It is here one 
thousand yards wide, and the nltitude of Fort Wllllawalla abovo the 
sea is twelve hundred and eighty.six feet. t 

The proximity of these Jndians. afforded ~r. Drayt~ , a~l pppor· 
tunity of observing them, ODd haVing an Indmn boy With blm, who 
l7rxierstood both their ian&uagc and English, he had no dhticuhy in 
communicnting with them. 

The chief of the Wallawallas. who is called Puipui-Mannax (Yel
low-Bird) and the Nez P erc6 chief TOUWlllui. (or Young Chief.) seemed 
intelligent and friendly. but tbe white residents consider them as great 
rogues. They were going to the Sho.st.e country to trade for blllUke~ 
powder and ball, together with trinkets and bends, in exchange fot d\elr 
hol'scs and beavcr-lkinlL 

The Compauy •• oct the lOulcrs of the Willamctte, refuse to trade 
either powder or baH in this country. and it is bul a shQrt ti?,c since 
the JodiAD. bave been able to obtain any. The rea8Qn aflligned by 
1M Company ftltd resident. lOr tJli. restriction is. that the natives 
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(. beoome quarrelsome and turbulent wben they are provided with fire
arm.. On these trips they are accompanied by about thirty warriors, 
well nrmcd. 

The mon are u!u3l1y clothed in blanket coats; but, notwitbstan,ding 
this slight approximation to eivililed habits, they have the air or the 
Jndiao, slrongly marked, about them. 
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The number o( Indians now conceted was two hurftlrcd. The 
women were employed in drying salmon and the cammasa-root. Some 
o( them are employed in cooking, while others are engaged in dre.sing 
skin .. ' 

The tnfIde of removing tho hair rrom the skins, is with Il round ~ 
broad chitel, bed on a handle, like o.n ad7.e·; the skio~ while yet green, 
is laid on a log or board, and the hair chopped off. The smoking 
process differs (rom that already described, at the Cowlitz. A large 
hole is dug in tho ground, in which D. fire ill made; the skin is ... ed 
on tbe in.ide o( a bag, Whlcb is suspended immediately over the 6re, 
10 that little of the Imoke can escape, and the procOSl goes on rapidly. 
TIu. proceu ill necessary, otherwise it would, on becoming wet, and 
drying afterward~ be hard and stiff. 

'ntore wore maoy childJen among these people. The yoq Iodian 
women .s well .s the wives of the Company's .ervaotl. who haft 
mimed half.bnIed., invariably Ule a long board as • cradle. on wbfeh 
the child is llrappod, and then hung up on a branch, or to the laddIe. 
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from injury. The wOOlen are usually aressed' in Ikins very much 
ornamented with beads. 

\ . 

Mr. Drayton, during his stay, wo.s attracted one day by the sound 
of beating sticks and a kind of unearthly singing, i!lsuing from one of 
tbe lodges. On going to the lodge he found a boy, about eighteen 
years of age, lying on bis back very ill, and in the last siage of di!lellsc. 
Over him ,tood D. medicine-woman, an old baggard.looking lIquaw, 
under grent excitement. linging as follows: 

ilf Sr J J ;f Sr Jtm1n1# 
To which sbout a dozen men and boy. were beating time on tbe 
sticks. and singing a kind of bnss or tenor nccompaniment . ...rehe 
words made UBC of by the old squaw varied. 3lld were any that would 
suit tho calC. She bent over the sick boy, and was constantly in 
motion, making all kinds of grimaces. She would hare his chest, 
nnd pretend by her actiODi to be scooping out his disease; then she 
would. fall .oft her knees. find again strive ~ draw out the bad spirit 
wilh both. haad., blowing into them, and, as it were, tossing the spirit 
iato 1M air. 

• 
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The evening of the same day, .Mr. Drnyton paid another vili'to the 
.. me lodge, when he foond the medicine.9tjuaw ~uch exhausted. She 
was blowing Wilh her mouth 00 bill neck downward., making II. quick 
sputtering noisc, thus--

hi III • lib IIlI.I-I .o t 'lIft, 11It · ! .. , ·t ·lut. 

While ahe was ultering tbis, a man was holding t.er up by a rope 
tiod round her waist, while she, bending over the bodYJ beglln to suck 
his neck nnd chesl in different parts, in order morn cff~C1,.ually to extract 
the bad spirit. She wbuld ,every now and then seem to obtain some 
of tbe disease, ADd then faint away. On the Ilext morning she was 
81il1 found sucking the boy'. chest. and would frequently spit into her 
hand I\. mouthful of saliva nnd blood. which line had extracted from hor 
own gums, and spread it wilh her finger over the palm of her band. 
taking great care that all should see it. She would then pronounce the 
boy beuer, with npparcnl satisfaction. So Vowerful was the ioAuence 
operated 00 the boy. that he indeed seemed better, and made enden· 
voura to speak. The lnst time Mr. Drayton viaited the doclress, her 
palient was found siuing up. She exhibited a atone. About the size of 
a gOO98', egg. saying she had taken Ihe disease of tho boy out of him 
as large as it, and that he would' now get well. The porenu were 
greatly delighlCd to hear that their son would recover. Tne reward 
she was to receive was (1 large basket of dried salmon. weighing eighty 
pouuda, a blanket. nnd some other presents. 

One singular cuatom prel'ailing here is, that 011 the convalc8CCnt sick.. 
are di(ccled to siog for several houn duriog the day . • 

It would be a profitable occupation to be a medicine-roM or woma~. 
were it not for the forfeiture in case of a rNDnt of success; but this 
applies only where the pnlicnt is 0. person of dislinction. 

It is seldom that medicine-squaws are met with, as they are by DO 

means numerous. 
It was observed tllat mllny of the femalea wero living under a lilt~ 

hut at some distance from the lodges; flod it WIlS ascertained that 
women. during the menstrual period, are not allowed to rema.in in the 
Iodp. and are obliged to slay in huts at a distance, managing the 
IJeft way thoy can during VB continuance. This cUltom a~ revailed 
very .trictly after childbirth. and in thai callCl continUCI for forty da".. 
Thi. lalter cUf1om, however, ia nol1lO rigidly adhered 10 by thia rribc. 

• 
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M present. al it UMld I? be; but among the [I0rlhcrn tribe!! it ia "cry • 
8trictly obscrved, 

By the. 20th. rtfr. Draylop h"d finished hia drnwing and sketching, 
and obtained the nccc8Inry data fo r the m(lp of Ihc river and lho:: 
country IIl.lTrounding this post, to which it waa olle of the most central. 
and a commllndjn~ one for the proleClion of the country; and 89 I 
deemed that accurate inforrnotion re!lpecting it would be desirable, I 
had directed hia altCntiOil p:micularly to this businoss. 'fhe mnnner 
in which this tnsk was executed was very satilfactory. and meril.!J my 
\\1llrmesl acknowtedgmentL 

In company with 1\1r, M'Kinley. Mr, Drnyton rode to tho greal 
forks of the Celumbia. 011 reaclling that pla,,/, thoy made their way 
up the 10l1lh branch, which is a large IItrcllm,nnd nadgnble for canoes 
a lihort distance above lIle mouth of the Kooskooskee river. 

A remarkable pheno"lenon occurs on the jlmction of the waters of 
Ihe Columbin and Snnke ri\'llrl : the Columbia from the north bring~ 
n cold currenl, \\-hile lho Snake from the ~outh is warm, This di!rc· 
rence is perceived ovon at WnllawaHa; for the Wliler poslling along the 
east shore ncar the fort is too warm to drink .. Dnd when they desire to 
nave cool water fo r drinking it is brought from the middle of the rh'Cf 
by n canoe, 

On the day thai Mr. Drayton was tl) leave W allawallo, four men. 
who had accompanied Mr. Ogden'S brigade lUI far as Okonagan, 
returned to W allawalln. on their way back to Voncou\'er, They brought 
no lellers ftom Mr, Ogden. 

M r, l\fl"N;lIloy furllisbod }\fr. Drnyton with horses and Tndian guides, 
to return with the hofSCs from the DI'lUC.!', nod lhc pl\ny was incrlla.oo 
by tho four voyageurs 10 tho number or e ight. By the kindness (I f Mr. 
l\f'K inlcy. aod bf the direction of Mr, Ogden. Mr, Drayton fourl'll him· 
s~If fined with good horses and c\'ery convenience requisi~ for the 
journey, bo3idclI 1 qU&Jllily"'of pro\·iJlions. Tho 6r81 night Ihoy one:lmpod 
DeIIr tho Windmill n ook, hll\ling travelled a distance of thirteen miles. 

Thc \'oyageurs, however, were fOllOU. deslihlle of almost every 
thing, and spoke of their having been furnished with only n lillie 
tobacco, to carry titem from Okanagan 10 Vancouver. Knowing Mr. 
OrdeD" character o.s 1 do, I cannot belie\'e that such wnl Iho fll(' t. 

TbeJe were lOme, howovor, found by 1\1r, Drayton destitute of every 
dI.iuJ, and he provided these wilh supper from his own stores. after 
which they lay down on the ground to , IccI', without any shelter 
............ Tho general impression is, that these men arc badly fOund ... -"'. ......... 51 
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They ehoee the left or !IOoth bank or the Columbia for lhe;r deteeaL 
Although the road on the north is the shortest, thal on the IOUth i. 
better. In pAssing along. trails arc seen, m:m)' sometimes joining 
together; which mark the rou\.cs of" tho Indians in their journe)'ll 
across the country. 

Thn next night they encamped within fincen miles of John Day's 
r iver. Near their encampment there wore se ... ernl lodges. containing 
about forty Indians. At sunset, nt the lodge of the old chie f. a liule 
boll was rung. when they nil repaired th ither rind joined in devotions. 
the lellder praying ,'cry loud. On the prayor beIng lini"hcd, they 
commenced gRmbling, and kept it up 011 night; but when the sun 
TQge they again resortCfl to the lodge of the chief for rroyer as before. 
During the whole night they mndtl 8 most tremendous noise, singing 
and beating with sticks on splintered rails, which is the only substitute 
they have for n musicnl instrument. 

'fhe enunlry had boon easily tra ... elled over unTil John Day 's r i ... er 
wos approached. when tho route became c:xttelnely rough nnd rocky. 
On the banks of thot rivcr is a largo villoge of about sixty Jndinn!, 
ODd they were ferried ncross the sttcnm for a pound of tobuceo. while 
the hol"1lCs Bwe m o\·er. 

These Jndians wete as great cxtortioners as the others. and de
manded toba cco, powder, aod ball. The Inttcr nrticlcs they are most 
desirous of obtaining. ns the possession of them eunbles them to viSIt 
their hunting-grounds at the foot of Mount Uood. 

The musquitoes were again found hero in numbers; but the upper 
country !lCCInS to be entirely frcc from thnt annoyance. 

'fhe country from Ihis ferry to the Chutes river is a flat prairio, half 
a mile wide, high enough not to be overflowed, and tolerably well 
w8tCrtd, overgrown with smnll grass. T he pony p,ssed the Chutes 
rh'er befo.re Bonset, and encamped on its western bank. 

On the morning of tho 24th. they reached' the D3.II<;,. Mr. Drayton 
found thi ll place entirely altered in its appearance, 80 much 10 that 
he could hardly reali1.e that it was the same. The water had f.llen 
during the !wenlY dny. of his obaence about thirty feet, and "a. alit1 
subsiding. Tho Columbia \\'81 no\\' confined within high perpea. 
dicul:lt rocks ; the beach, where he had before stood, Ilnd been able 
to tOllch the water with his hand as it passed through the coafiDai 
bank!, wa s DO W far nbove it, nnd the river, instcnd of rushing tbroap 
its many c8nn.Is, was nowoonfined to a single ono. It slill. bowever, 
rushed along witb all the fory and violence tJf a mighty &orrent, lind 
b.d yet •• much as twenty.seven feet to fall to Iow-...... In this 
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Itate of the river the Compnny" boals frequeotly shoot or de.e6l1d iI, 
but this is at all times no exploit of grent t1ahger. Many fenrrul acci
dents have tnllen place with the mOIl experienced bontmen. who '''lth 
all their skill could not preserve thcmgel ves from beillg carried iOla 
the vortices, drnwn under, and destroyed. 

Such is the peculiar nature of the rush of waters through lim 
Danes, that for some minutes the wholo will appear quito smootJl, 
gliding onwards as though there were no treachery wilhin ils flow, 
wben fuddenly tho walers will begin to move in extended and slow 
wbirls, grnduallyc'iocrensing in velocity until it narrowl itself into 
almost a. fUDOCI shape" when, having drawn towards it nil within its 
reach~ it suddenly engulfs the whole. and again resumes it! tmnquil 

• state. 
An awful accident wns rclllled to me by Mr. Ogden, of which he 

wns nn eye-witness, ",hi~h will more clearly illustrate the nature of the 
plnee. 

1\fr. Ogden was deacending the ri\'er in one of the Company's boats 
with ten Canadian voyageurs, all well eIpcriencoo in their duties. 
On flrri \'ing at the Dalles, they deemed it prRcticable to run them, in 
order to save the portage. Mr. Ogden determined, however, that be 
would paS!! the portage on foot. believing. howe\'cr. the l'ivcr W88 in 
such a state that it wns quite safe fOI the boat to pa!l!l down. He was 
nccordingly landed, and ascended the rods. from which he had a full 
view of the water bcocath, and of the boat in iUl passage. At first she 
BOOmed to skim o\'er the waters like the flight of a bird j but he soon 
percei\'ed ~er stop. and the struggle of the oarsmen, together with the 
anxious sbout of the bowman. lOOn told him that they had encountered 
the wh irl. Strongly thoy plied their oars, and deep anxiety if not [ear 
wns expreucd jn their movements. They began to move, I)'1t fo.r
",'a rds, but onwards with the whirl: round they swept with increasing • velocity, slill 8'Juggling t'b avoid the /lOW evident fa.te tll31 awaited 
them: II. few mora turn_, each more rapid than the last. until they 
rene,IJed tlle centre, when. in nn instant. the boat with a\l her crew dis
appeared. So Bhort had boon tbe struggle, that it WD,S with difHcuhy 
Mr. Ogden could realize tbot oUlllu.I perished. Only ooe body oul of 
the ten was afterwards fou nd at the bottom of the Dalles, lorn and 
mIngled by-tbe strife it hod gonc through. 

Mr. Drayton found thul af many as half of the lndians hud Icfllheir 
fishing. De noticed here. in attempting lo, make a oorgain for canoes 
10 take him as far as tbe Cascades, the 6IlJ11C ho bit of cl:torlion that 
",as before ennced. In all C8 8O$, it !5C(lms to be tt part of the IndiDn 
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~ character 10 take ad"1Itage or dinrenca and wanla. He was finally 
obliged to Give four limes ISII much as it ougtJt 10 hnve COit to c:tectJ1e 
the work i lind ::after the bargain wall mnde, they infonned him they 
must be pttid before they launched the canoc; and when lIlal WIIS 
done. n fathom of lobliCCO must 00 gh'en to eneh ()f them for launching 
her. This demand wos oot com plied wi th, aod tIle goods thnt hud 
been pa id were now seized and taken away nguin. Mr. Droylon thon 
proceeded to the missioll, where Mr. Lee kindly offered his canoe. 
Th is was nccvrdingly put on an ox-carl,-for it is ncce~snry to keep 
it ncar hiS housc to pre"ent its being siolen.-and cahied to Ihe water. 
"'hcllthoy rcuched the river, the two canoes abo\'c spoken of were 
seen ncar the landing-p'late. and the owners ofte red them for 11 mnch , 
less price, nnd without any" potlatt::h." Their ofte r was then accepted. 
when he embarked. nnd proceeded down tho river. nbout tweh'e miles. 
where they encamped . 

At flnylight the next morning there was not 1111 Indinn to be found, 
Md two of the best paddles were gone, flS we ll as thc men's su lmon .. 
On a sCMch being made, the fi sh were found hidden in lhe bushes. 
Aftcr Ictwing the shore, thcy were cuiled to by the Indian. and on 
telUrning to him, tile o'nly excuse he offered wns, thaI he had been 
asleep, and had lout just awoke: he, however, mll off inlo the bush 
again. After thcy joined the other canoe. the old Indian in it said that 
lhe one who had run away had endeavoured to persuade him to sleal 
Mr. Drayton's things; and when they landed at night the pilln was 10 
take tho canoc and a ll off, when he wa, 00 IIhore: this wa, prevented 
by their carefully putting all the things inlo the tent. 

\Vhen they reached the Cascades. an examination was mado. of the 
pine slump!J before spoken (If. 

The. same evening a bout reached the salmon-fishm;y. by which Mr. 
Drayton returned to Vancouver, where he lnct wilh the same kind 
receplion Slid wclcomt: he had iJe,!i;rl;l 1'(..'i,;Ci,'L't!. r 

From Ihis trip. :Mr. Drayton brought with him the malerial. for the 
construction of a map of the ri,'cr, above "the Cascades as fllr •• 
Wallawalla. whicb has been incorporated in our chart of Oregon. and 
w)1I be found in the 'mnll atlas accompanying the Narralive. flake 
this occasion to say, that I have embraced with in this the whole of the 
territory of Oregon between the parnJlels of 4.2° and 5<10 N. The 
southern pea! of the Rocky Mountaills i, also inoluded, which WH 

taken from the sun 'eys o£ Lieutenant Fremont. of the Uniled Stat~ 
Engineer Corps, and which I have designated as Fremont's Paa. 
This officer is now engaged in nn .oxploration of the counlty about lite 
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Youta Lake and Ihe middle section of the territory. in a line on the · 
cnst of the Cascade Range. from John Day's river to the lOulh,-a 
portion of the country it was my intention to have tr'1lvp.~d, if the 
l)c4lcock had reached the Columbia river at tile nppointed time_ 
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I'UGET SOUND AND OKO>NAGAN. 

1841. 

I' 
0." my return to Ni.!qually, my fil'st care had reference to our pro

visiou of bread. This I found to be so far expended III to make it 
necessary to economize it by every means in my power, if I wished 
to avoid ill falling shorL I therefore determined to attempt to have 
fresh bread b3kcd. With this view I hnd an oven built upon a plan 
borrowed from the Iteam-holes of the Indians. The bottom of the 
oven was fonned upon a stage of plank, and the shape of the .uper· 
Ilruclurc was given by lxlDding twigs of hazel. These were covered 
with a plastic clay, which was found in abundance in the neighbour
hood. .A. deugh.trough WDS 1101l0wOO out of the truok of n large tree. 
When tho oven and trougb were ready. another difficulty was to be 
ovtrreome, for we had no bnk(!rt. This was .remedied. however, by 
the 8ssi!tance of our stewtlrds and cooks j lind two sailors inllfuctefi - . . b.y, them were appointed to take charge of too bakery_ !tWe now 
began to bake daily, and-succeeded 10 well after a day or two, lhat 
lIle whole Ihip·.ocompany wa.s daily supplied with full rnuons of IOn 
bread. causing an important saving- in our store of sea. biscuit. 

1 learned, immediately upon my return, that the survey. under Lieu· 
tenant..commandanl Ringgold and Lieutenant Cue. were making 
rapid progress. The former, with the force under him, had completed 
III large portion of -Admiralty Inlet j the lauer had finished Hood'. 
Canal, aOO had returned to take up the survey of Puget Sound. A 
report having been made IQ me, that one ofJhe eye-pieces of the the0-
dolite had been Joel in Hood's Canal. Lieulenanl Budd Wall ordered to 
relleft Lieutenant Cue, and the latter wa. dCtlpatched to !Carch for 
iL Lieutenant Cue proceeded in a boat well armed, and visited all 

VOL. IV. 52 ( .. J 

• 



410 PUGET SOUND AND OEOlfAGAIf . 

.. the stations he had before occupiod, Bnd became well sa litl6ecilhal it 
had beeP 8tolen. While looking for it, a canoe with three Toando. 
joined him, and aD learning who! he wos looking for, they Aid it was 
among the Scocomifih tribe. and gave a full account of ill having 
been picked up by a woman who wos silting near when the box was 
opened. Lieutenant Case took one of the meo with him up tho canal, 
to point out the place; on reaching which. they proceeded to tho 
chiers bouse, who Wl\lI absent. hilt toOn returned. Lieutenant Ca.se 
asked him for the missing article; the posSClsion of which being 
denied, he look the chicf? gun, telling him it woulf! be kept until tbe .. 
eye-piece was restored. After several fruitless attempts, it could ntH 

be obtained; for tile woman, it was lIaid. had taken it down lhe canal. 
The chief, however, p'Omised to follow, her, which he did the next 
day. The ne~t morning Lieutenant Case wal threatened with an 
euack by eight canoes, which he avoided by making "ail down the 
canal, when they desisted from following him. During the day he 
met the chief returning. He had been to the Scocomish viliage, 
hlH'ioS heard that a girl theTo had something resembling it, as he &aid, 
but it provcd to be a cologne-bottlc. 

Lieutcnaut Case, finding that his patty was too small to attempt 
forCE; restored the chief his gUll. Be wos afterwards informed that 
the chief's object in "iailing the villages on the canal, had been 10 
collect his warriors. After lenving the chief, they were followed by a 
canoe containing five of the largost and most mUlCular mcn he had 
seen; all of wllom were armed, and apparently dilJ>Osed for IIOlIIC 

milchief. A Ithough satisfied that the eye-picco was fllTlong them, 
Lieutenant COI!lO deemed it prudent not 10 risk aD encounter wi th auch 
unequal odds, and returned to the ship. He was desirous of being 
furnished with a larger force. io order to return Aod obtain the eye· 
piece ~ but believing that a message would be equally e'ifectivCl', .A!r. 
Andersorr. at the fort, wa. obliging enol)gh. to det!patch a WaNJl~ 
ger, to inform the tribe. that if it were not brougfit bact. \.: would 
punish them. 

Lieutenant Case'. survey of Hood's Canal waa very .aliaraclory. 
III banks, as far 8S T.kutaka Poin1, do not exceed one hundred. foot 
in height, and are formed of Itratified clay, with a light gravelly soil 
above it, thickly covered with different tpeCies of pines. This is alto 
the characler of the eutem shore, for the whole e:denl of the ('.anal; 
but the wesc. aod north ebores aoove thi! point become more bold ud 
rocky, with a deeper and ~icher lOil, formed by the alluvial depotitlJ 
from the Mount Olympus Range. 

On eDlerillg the canal, they encamped neat lOme Suquamish lodianl, 
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who had roeclved •• vi.ite ... a party of fifty Clalams, by appoilJlmenb 
to gamble for blankctl: they continued their games throughout the 
nighL 

At T .kutska Point. the canal divides in two branches ; one taking a 
nnrtherly direction. while the other pursues its course to the southwell. 
After Jellving the Suquamish, they met the Toand08, a small tribe. 
inhabiting the mountainll; who. from their own account. are able to 
Illusler one hundred and fifty warriol'$. 

Lieutenant Case reports them III the best-look ing men they had met 
.. with. After pnuiog further down the caRnl, they found the Scocomish • 

tribe, who inhabit ita southern coo. These resemble in appearnnce the 
Toando., with whom tbeyare in close alliance, and have one hundred 
and fifty .fighting men. • 

The canal Wall not found to terminate at the place where the 
eXl\mination of Vancouver ended; but. taking a short tum to the 
northward and eastward for ten miles, it approaches the walen of 
Puget Sound within a distance of two and a half milca. The inter
Veiling: country is rough and hilly. From this point, Lieutenant Cue 
had communication with the ship; and a supply of bread. of which he 
was in want, wall scnt him. 

At the southern extremity of -Hood', Canal, there is a large inlet. 
called Black Oreek, by which the Indians communi~te with the 
Chickeelees and Columbia rivcrs. 

Befororeaching the southern end o( the canal, the rocky shore of 
the wcst side. near :Mount Olympus, had gradullllrsioped into low 
land, with.., thickly-wooded and good soil. 

At the extreme end of the canal. there was also a wide creek. which 
had an extcn.'1ive mud-flat at its mouth. This is the case wilh all the 
creeks Ihat empty into these walen. The water in the centre of the 
lOuod is 100 deep for anchorage; but thcre are several good h~rbours, 
~ ~~ which surveY' were made. Thoy will be found in ibe Hydro
grnp~cal Atlas? 

1'here is plenty of wfIler in the smali harbours; and BOrne few of 
them have water enough running into them to turn mills. There is no 
very great extent of country for cuhivation, and the climate is very 
.milar to that experienced at Niequally. The survey being completed. 
the boat. returned to the ship on the 3d of July. 

During this time we had been steadily employed at the observatory. 
and by the 4th I had comrle\eCl the pendulum and astronomical ob8er-
ftti~ Q 

Wishing to give the crew a holidny on the anniversary of the Decla
ration of our Independence, and to allow them to have n foil day's 
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'" frolic and pleamrc. they were allowed to barbooue aD ox, which the 
Company's agent had obligingly IOld mc. They were pe:nnitted to 
make their own arrangemenll for we celebratkm. which they c0n

ducted in the following manner. 
The place chosen for tbe purpose WOI 11 comer of tbe Mission 

Prairie, before spoken at Here they sluughtored their ox, and spitted 
him 00 a sapling supported o,'er the fire .. which was rnndc in a trench. 
The carcass could thus be readiJy lurned, and a committee of the crew 
wal appointed to cook him. Othors wero engaged in arranging the 
IlfflWlemcnls, &c. All WRS activity and bustlc on tk.e morning of the 
5tb, as the 4th fell upon Sunday. Before nine o'elook .1Ithe mCfl were 
mustered on board in cloan white frocks nnd trauson, and all, including 
the marines and mUsic,IWcrc landed shoTtly after, to march to the scene 
of festivity, about a mile distant. The procession wna formed at the 
observatory, whence we all marched off with flags fiying and music 
playing, Veodo\'i and the malter-aI-arms bringing up the rear. Vendovi 
was dressed Out aOer tbe .Fcejee fashion, It was uouly gratifying to 
me to lee thorn all in such good hea lth and Bpirlt8, not a man l ick, and 
their clothes as white as 800W, with happy Bnd contented facea. 

Had it not boon for tho want of Dews from the Peaoock, and the 
consequcnt apprehensions in relation to her fate, I should linye felt and 
enjoyed the scene much more than I did. But the continuol feeling 
that the ship might havo been 108t Oil IOmo coral roof, and the idea of 
tho sufferings her officers and crew would, in luch aase, undergo. 
tended 10 ropref..,nll other thoughts. This nnx-iety wal not only felt 
by myself. bui the offioers. find crew partook of it in a grt.1l1 degree. 
It was impossible to conjecture her fille, yet her continued absence and 
detention beyond tho time of her IUltir.ipated arrival, naturally excited 
many feal'll nnd Burmises, whioh, as Ihe time passed on, made each one 
more drlain that lOme diluter bad befullen thorn. . ,,,.. ' __ 

Two brut howibcra were also carried "" lhe prairie to fire tho 
usual salutes. When Ihe proccssion reachod Fort Niequally, thoy 
stopped. gavc throe cheers, Bnd waited, lmiklr-like, unlil it wal re
turned, Thil was done by only a few voices, " citobmlllance which 
did POl foil to produce many jokes among the .,amen. On reach ina 
the ground. various gamC1l occupied the crew, while the officers also 
amuted themselvell in like manner, At the usual hour, dinner wo.. 
piped, wbea all repaired to partake of the barbecue. By this time, the 
Indians had gatberod from all quarters. and were silently looking on 
At the novel l ight. and wis6'ully regarding the fellSl which they saw 
going on before &hem. At thi ll time the aalule was fired, when one of 
the men, by the name of Whitehorn, had hil arm mOlt dreadfully 
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laoera&lli (rom the .odden explosion of the gun. Thill accident put a .. 
QtOmeoIUy atop to the hilarity of tho occasion. Dr. Fox, who wall 
OD the ground, thought that amputalion of the arm above the elbow 
would be oeceunry. but it Willi deemed bener 10 delay it Cor a time. 
The wound Wall dreased as well as it could be. and It litter was made, 
on which he was at once ~ent, under charge of his messmates, to the 
ship. Men-of·war's men are eomewhat familia r wit.h such scenes, and. 
although this accident threw a temporary gloom over the party, the 
impression did not last long. and the amusements of the morning were 
ROW exchanged fQT the excitement of horse-racing, stoed, having been 
hired for tho purpose from the Indinns. This sport is a lways a favouritil 
with sailors on shore. and in putluit of it they had not a few tumbles. 
but Cort~oRtQ,ly none were scriously hurt. At sdnset they all returned 
on boord, in the IRme good order they hnd landed. 

All the officers, together with Mr. Anderson, Captain M'Niel, and 
Dr. Richmond, dinoo with ~e at the observatory, and we were in 
hopes of having the company of Dr. l\I'Laughlin; but. owing to his 
having lost his way, he did not arrive until the following morning. De 
was gladly welcomed. and it gave us all grent pleasure to acknowledge 
the attentions that had been heaped upon us by hi. order. and the 
kindness of the officers qf the fort. 

He paid me a visit on board, and felt greatly pleased with tho ship, 
which was the nf8t man..of-war he had ever been on board oC On his 
Ica\·ing Ihe vessel. the yard!j were manned, nnd Ihree henrty cheers 
gi\'Cll him by the crew, who were o\vare of his kind~ in ordering 
them :1 sup~ly of fresh provi@ions. lIe dined with us, and the next 
morning returned to the Cowlitz Farm, on his way back to Van
couver. 

d::he~l~r~!~c~::~~ t;:::r:~~f ;~~:;~~~~g party was ,ogain 

The height of Mount R.ainier was obtained by measurin\ a base 
line on the pl'flir1c!I, in whic h opcrntion I was Ilssistcd by Lieutenant 
Case, nnd the triangulation gave for its height, lweh'o thousand three 
hundred and thirty feet. 

While engaged in these duties, I noticed from 8. point of the prairie. 
the while cones of both Mount St. Helen's and Mount Hood yery dis
linetly. These mounlains nil 1csomhlo e:\ch other closely. and appear 
in lOme points or view as perfect cones. They gi\'o great interest and 
grandeur to the acencry. 1\lount Rainier is at all times a very striking 
objoct from the proiries about Nisqually, rifing as it does almost im
perceptibly {rom tbe plain. with a grndual slope, until the ,now.ii!)e is 
reached, when lhc ascent bct:Omef more precipitous. 
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The ascent of these mountains hus oever booD elfectod, but it wa. 
my intention to attempt it, if my other duties had permitted, a8 twa. 
very anxious to get D. view of their terminal craters. The ab.cnce of 
the Peacock, howcver. and the great nmount of work neccuorily 
del"olving on the rest of the squadron. made it impoSIJiblc for me to 
undertake this additional labour. 

Around Nisqually there are many beautiful rides, aud if there were 
any "chicles, tbey would be equally favourAhlc as drives; for the 
coulllry admits of a carriage being driven in almost any direction, 
within many miles of the fort. .. 

Tho Company ha vo a. yet few fields enclosed, nor is it noceS$ary 
that they should have, RO long as the cuttle are w!llclled and pennod. in 
at night. The praclid\l of penning is ndopted, not only to protect lhe 
nnimals from the wolves, but to save the manure and apply it to a 
useful purpose. These pens are about half an \lcre in size, and are 
i!!nl;loscd wilh our Virginia fence, made of pine rails. 'I'hey .. re moved 
once a week, which. in the course of the year, gives a fertilizing effect 
to a large piece of ground; and all those portions of it that have been 
poor and barrel) are thus brought readily, and nt liu}e expcn~ or 
laoour. under good cultivation. 

On this farm there were about two hundred acres under cultivation, 
which I was informed would yield fifteen bushels of wheat to the acre, and 
it is intended to convert it into a grnzing farm, for which purpose a slock 
of callie WDS n its way from California, during the yenr of our visit. 

It i. estimated that three thousand sheep, fifteen hundred head of 
cattle, and about four hundred horses, may be maintained,ot this place. 
1\11'. Anderson, a clerk of the Company, whom I have mentioned as 
being in charge (If the post, rcr.ei ves no more thnn ono hundred pounds 
for h~ superintendence. 

The oOOer\'o(ory duties being completed, I set oul, \viffi' L ieutenant 
Budd Rn~ Mr. Eid. in tlJr(~ bontl. to join. the ~lrveying pareyonder 
Lieutenant Cue. Mr. Andenon accompanied us. ~n a vi.it to the 
Shutc'l River Fallll, where wc intended 1O take horses, to ride to lhe 
Bute Prairie, with lOme men, to open several of the mounds. to dis
cover their contents, if they had nny. 

By tho stupidity of the lndi:m guide, we took the wrong ann of the 
fJOUnd, and did flOl discover our error until we reached its extrome 
limit, where, as night overtook us, we were forced to encamp. 

The neIt day, howevet- we reached tho fnlls, which were insigoifi· 
cant, both in beight and volume of water. 'I'his nrm. which J bave 
called Budd's, is a fiDe harbour, nino miles in depth, and about half a 
mile wide. 

• 
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Afler rorming nur encampment near by (which was surrounded by • 
Seringios in full blossom), and giving Lieutenant Dudd and Mr. Eld 
orders, Mr. Andel'!on llnd myself, with si!: men, sct off for the Bule 
Prairie. with shol'cls and picks. We reached the place about five 
o'clock, through a min which had wet the bushes and undergr.owth so 
much. that in pauing through the Indian trnils, we were completely 
drenched. Thesc bushes consisted principally of Rubus and Alder. On 
our route we passed several beautiful and sccluded prairies, of excelleot 
soil, nnd covcred with many flowers. The men began their digging 
early in the morn1ng. These mounds have been formed by scraping 
the surface earth together in a heap. The soil, therofore, is very rich, 
and they have a rank growth of vegetation on them. lI-luch of this 
rich ea rlh or mould must have boon brought 'tram a. distunce. The 
regularity of their construction and IIhape, os "tell a3 lhe space over 
which they arc scaltercd, are surprisiug. Although 1 could obtain 00 

direct. informD.lion respecting them, 1 was one day told that the 
medicine-man gathered his hertnl from them, to make the decoctions 
with which he effects his cures. 

Although all tradition concerning them may be lost, yet the custom 
of the9C mcdicine-men may have survived, nnd tllking into considera
tion the influence they have had and still hn\'e over the tribes. it is 
possible that tbeir predecessors might have had something to do with 
the formation of these monuments. They CC1'Iainly nre not plocCll of 
burial. They bear the marks of savage labour. nnd tlr~nn under
taking as would have required the uniled efforts of a whole tribe. 

The hole,'which wo.s dug directly in the centre, was nbout rour feet 
in diameter. At a depth of about six feet wall round a kind of pav&
ment of round stoncs. laid on the lIubsoil of red gravel. No articles 
of any i1esc..(ipJi~n were discovered in the mounds, 
wlilicll seemed to be grouped in lives. all in the figure 
annexed. AlthQugh there is a gellera l resemblance 
among them, they llvidelltly lmv(I been COIlSlrUcted 

successively. and 0.1 intervals of several years. 1 heard 
it suggested that they had boon formed by WOler-coUI'SCS, but this J view 
88 impossible, for they are situated on Ii level prairie, and are at least 
a thousand in number. 

Ob!Iervations for latitude and longitude wcre obtained here, but the 
weather did not permit me to get angles 0 11 Mount Rainier. lUI I was 
desirous of doing. The next day I p8rJ(l(1 wilh my rr iend, Mr. 
AndertOn. who desired to return to NisCjually. while wc returned to !.he 
falls. The ride Wll! more disngreeable thon we hRd before found it, 
/lnd 1 fell hodrtily glnd lo gel back 10 tho surveying parties. 
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On tho 12tb, a t soven o'clock, we began our surveying opcratloDl, 
and after 0. hard day" work, joined Lieutenant Casc', ptlrty, when I 
took chnrge of the whole. :My force, which now consisted of BOven 

boau and their c reWI, was lIufficicnuy strong to make raJ)id progroa: 
the putting up of signals, the triangulation, Dnd soundings, were all 
carried on nt Lbe same time. When we rcnched our encampment III 

nighl, the rough drnft of our day's work Wll8 completed. We eon
tinued thus employed until the 17th, when we rcnched the ships. having 
completed the surveys of all the numcrout branches of this BOUnd : 

these all afford safe navigation for large ves9Cls. T~ hIDd. is low, and 
well covered with various kinds of trocs, among which the pine pre
dominates: the other tI'CCS, collsisting of spruces, oab. arbutus. alders, 
and great quanti ties of seringias in full bJossom, reminded me of our 
gardens nl horne. The perfume of the flowers lIoented the nil' for a 
loog distance nround. Some of the seringia.bushes were from twelve 
10 fifteen foot high. 

The soil is io some places good, but in olhers it is quite light and 
sandy. At the head of all I he br~nches there ::are extensive mud·fiats, 
and some small patches of salt meadow. 'Ve did not meet wilh mOllY 
natives: those who inhabit this regioll were probably employed in 
taking fish, and they seldom remain in aoy place beyond the time 
necessary for this purpose. .. 

On my relurn 1.0 tho ship. J found that Lieutenant Johnson had 
returned, wit~c party of which he had charge. ' I shall therefore 
give in this place' an account of their journey, and the country through 
which they passed, referring the reader to my orders toJ Lieutenant 
Johuson, in Appendix X li., for tho routc' intended to be passed over, 
nnd the dutie! to bo performed. But before leav ing Nisqually, 1 have 
a few \words to say about its po&ilion, and tbe IndiaQ l.ri~Q,.- ~ that 
name. , . 

The fllll1l1lioo of NisqualJy IS bpd ly Ch06Cr'I for tmdq.. for the aoehor· 
age is or flmaU extenl, and only 11 few vessels can be accommodated 
within a reasonable distance of the flhore. it would also be much ex. 
posed 10 the southwest wiod!l, and the hill is nn insuperable objection 
to its becoming a plnce of depoeit for merchand ise, as it would very 
much increase (he labour and expense of transportation. 'fhe- Nis.
qually fort or post W8fI chosc!). as I ha ve been informed, before the 
Compnny had an idell of Ir3.Mporting any articles by wator. It hils, 
however, one great rccomm~mdation. in the ease with which water Olay 
be obtained from the strcnm Ihnt flowlI in abreast of the anchorage. 
Much betler "laces than Nisqually could be found in Ihil vicinity. (or 
the localion of a town. There is onc, in pAniculnr, jUiI within Kilron'. 



• 

PUCET SOUND AND OKONAGAN. 417 

laland. ooout a mile and a half to the north of Nisqually anchorage, ' 
"'here the shore nas a considerable indentation. There, although the 
waler is deep, vCSllcls would be prolCcted from the winds which blow 
mOllt vioielllly, from ule southwesl, southeast, and northwest, and abo 
from lllIy sea, while Nisqually is not: thit place is equally well supplied 
with wliter, and the hill is by no means 80 precipitoUII. 

The spring tides were found 10 be eighteen foct, those of the neDpa 
twelve fect . High Willer. at thc full and change, at 6~ 10-, P • • • 

During tho whole of our stay t.horc 'Was found to be fl g reat discrepancy 
between the day~nd night tides. the lauer not rising as high as the 
former by two feet. 

The couotry in thi' vicinity is thoug ht to be remarkflbly heahhy, 
and on all these salt-water inlets, the winter is ' represented to be mild, 
ancl but of short duratiou. The mean temperature, lix feet under 
g round, during our illay at the ohsen ·atory, from the 20th of May till 
the 14,th of July, wus found to be 58'5°. 1 WIlS not fully satisfic:d that 
tfiis record ga \'e correct rcsuilll for the menn temperature uf the 
climate, although froslS do not penetrate the ground; for by tho same 
manner of lrying ii, and under almost the same circumslances, Ilt 

Astoria , we obtained only 64°, although that place is a. degree to the 
lOuth of Nisqunlly. 

The geographical polition of Nisqually will be found in the tables. 
The greatest range of temperature was found to be 55°, tho lowest 
3,...,; nnd the menn, during the same period, 63'8 ,-<0). l~.~ ... baromeler 
standing at 21)1)70 in. 

The Ind i!lns around Nisqunlly are few in numoor, Ilnd Ihe wholo 
tribe docs not amount to '\\>o hundred, including men, women, nnd 
children. They belong to the tribes who flatten Ibcir heads, nnd a.rc 
reproscnt~ .n~~·jcioull and exceedingly laty: sleeping all d~, a~d 
slving""'i7p nil mght to gamble. So strong 19 the laller prope nSity 
among nil these Iribes, thul" it is s:tid, that aner parting wilh all thei r 
movable properly, 'they will go 80 fnr -as to stake their wives and 
children, and lastly even themse\ves for years of slavery. 

Their clothing seldom coniists of more than n btnnket. n pair of 
skin breeches, lind mocensin!. Little or no distinction of rank seem! 
to oxist among them: tbe authority of the chiefs is no longer recog· 
nised, nnd e.ch indh'idual is left to govern himself. 

They arc addicled to stealing, and will run lOme risk to effect their 
object: thus, leveral blulll..ets were stolen ,rom the hammocks of ou r 
men while asleep in their tellts, although a sailor W8.5 known 10 be 011 

guard with loaded arms, only II few paces from the spol. Mr. Ander. 
son informed me that he had employed'Sc\'ero\ of them to till \he land, 

63 
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.. but he found them disinclined to wOl"k, although he admitted they were 
more apt limn he had anticipated. This tribe, 80 fa r 115 respectl the 
ability of committing depredations on the whiles. is quite harmless. nnd 
is rapidly thinning off through diseases contracted by a change of 
h3bits. They arc all of a wandering character, aDd change their 
residences in search of their food . which consists principally of fisb , 
particularly shell-fish. Clams are seen in great quantities among them, 
strung on sticks. upon which they have been preserved by drying and 
smoking. They also store up pounded salmon. and tho cammaUoroot. 
In the fall nnd winter they a rc lIupplied with an atundance of game 
and wild-fowl, on which they then li ve; but they arc not upon the 
whole well fed, 3S they nre little disposed to exert themselves to pro
cure a supply or rooa, when they nre. not in acturu wo.nt. in the 
winter sc\'cral families live together in their large boa rd lodgCi: when 
the spring comes on they again break up. and resort in small parliCll 
(6 Ihp&e place! wheM they can obta in their food most easily. This 
tribe, as is the C<lse with most of those in the terri tory, apeak a pecu
liar language among themselves, but in communication with olbers 
they u~ tile Chinook language. 

As the spring is opening, small parties of these Indians may be 
frequently seen 011 their way. with their goods and chattels tied on 
thei r horse's back. or in small canoes, to the different cammass and 
fishing grounds. 
During~lmon-tisherYI vast shoals of young herring a l'e socn, 

which UlC Indians take with a 
kind of rake attached to the f) 

paddle. The herring arc used 
for bait for the salmon. Their 
hook!!{ are made in an inge-

nious m~nner of the ylw troe, ::"':::.~:::::::"'':::!''::::;:>..::'' ... 
and are strong and capable of • 
catching the large fi sh. They 
are chiefly cmployed in trailing fur fish. A species of rock cod is 
also abundant. some of which exceed fifty pounds in weight. Floun
ders are also to be had in great quantities. 

I have before slated that Lieutenant Johnson'lI party was ready for 
departure on the 10th Alay; that it conlli!l ted of L ieutenant Johnlon, 
Messrs. Pickering, W aldron, tmd Brackenridge, 11 sergeant of ma
rines, and a serva nt. I m~.st do justice to the exertions lOr this officer 
in gelling ready for his joorney, which he accomplished in IetI time 
than I anticipated, as lha delays incident to setting out OD. DOvel ex
,>edition, and one believed by most persona 1.0 be scarcely practicablo 

-
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in the summer season, are great nnd tantalizing. In making preps- ' 
Talions for !'Iucb a journey, the Indians were \0 be bargained Wilh, 
nnd. Oll I have before had OccRllion tb remark, are enough to tire the 
patience of Job himself. Firat, !.he Indian himself is to be lOught out; 
then the horae is to be tried; llext the price is to be dilCussed, thcn the 
mode of payment. and finally the pOIlntch: each alld 011 are matters 
of grave consideration and delay, during which the Indians make II. 

business of watching every circumstance of which they can lake ad
vantage. No one can be sure of closing his bargain, until the terms 
are duly arrangc4, the potlatch given, and the horsc delh'crcd. Arecr 
obtaining horses, Lieutenant Johnson had the saddles, ulforcas, saddle
clothl, laddle.trees or pack.saddles, &c., with a variety of lashings, to 
prepare. For many of these we were indelAed to the kindness of 
Caplain M'Niel and Mr. Andcl1IOn. Otnen! were made on board Ihe 
ship, after n pullera Iont U5. One of the most important pers~ms to 
obtain was n good guide, and hearing of one who residod at the 
Cowlitz river, by the name of Pierre Charles, he wus at once sent for; 
but J did not. think it worth while to detain the party until his n.rrival, 
a8 he could easily overtnke il. Lieutenant Johnson, therefore. WIUI 

directed to hurry his departure, aud to Bet oul, which he did on the 
]Oth May. at noon. and proceeded to the prairie about two miles dis: 
taot, wliere the party encamped. 

There is lillie danser on these expeditions of hllving too few orti· 
cles: the great difficulty is to avoid hnving too mnn}'!". It turned out 
as I had anticipated. The first nig~t, pllllscd ill their.(cl'i'N'"u1'ly satisfied 
them of II~. 'and taught them to dispense with all other OOddillg sa\'c 
blankets. 

Mr. Anderson rode to the encampment beforc night, bringing the 
Dew. of the arrival of Pierre Charles at the fort; whereupon Lieu
l~nat~n'9O'n'reluroed 10 make an agreemcnt wilh him and hfs com
panion. This wa9 dono. alfhough, n il is to be auppollOd. thoi.' dcmllndll 
were exorbitnn~ in consequence of the belief that their !Crvie~ were 
iodispensable. 

Pierre Charles'! companion wos a young man. named Peler Ber
cier. (II connexiOD of Plumondoo,) wbo I!poke English, nod 1111 the 
lllngungcs of the country. . 

On the morning of the 20th. they Oblll.ined on accession to their 
horses. Rnd !tel oulon their route lowards the mountains. Although 
the possibili ty of cros!ling them wns doubled. yetl felt slIIisfied if ex
ertion and perseverancc could effect the "objcct, the officer who had 
chnrge uf the parly " 'ould succeed. 'I'his day, they made but five 
oliles; nner which they encamped. at the recomm~ndlltion of Pierre 

• 
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, Chnrlcs, in order thnl. the horses might not be over-fatigued, and be 
II.ble ·to get good pAsture and water. Hcrc a number of nativel vi.iled 
the camp. Pine trCCll were in i:lrge numbers, many of them upward. 
of one hundred and thirty feet in height. On the bank! of a .mall 
stream. ncar their camp. were found the ycllow Ranunculu8. a species 
of Trillium, in thickclll, with large leaves and small flowers, .Lupines, 
find sornc sp .. tcimens of n cruciferous fllant. .. 

On the 21st they mado an early start, and in the forenoon croned 
the Puyallup. a stream nbout $Cl'enty feel wide; along which is a fine 
mcodow of lOme extenl, with clumps of nlder nn<p willow: tho 90il 
wos of n block turfy nalOre. After leaving thc mcadow-lund, they 
bega n to ascend along a path Ihat was scarcely visible from being 
ovcrgrow n with Gaultl1cria. Hazel. Spirma, Vaccinillm, and Comus. 

During the day, they crossed the Slehna. In the evening, after 
making sixteen miles, they encamped ot the junction of the Puyallup 
with the Upthase~p. Near by WllS a hut. built of tho planks of the 
Arbor VilW (Thuja), which was remarkably well made; and the 
boArdli used in its structure, although split, had nil the appcn1'llnce of 
being .!lAwn: many of thcm were three feet wide, and about fiReen 
fecI long. The hut wns perfectly water-tight. Its only inhabitants 
were two miserable old Indians and two boys, who were wailing hure 
for thc arrival of those cmployed in thc salmon-fishery. TIle rivers 
were beginning to sweHIO nn unusual size, owing to the melting of the 
snows in the mountains j Ilnd in order to cross the streams, it beca me 
necessary ~own large trees, o\'er which the pack.!! were carried, 
while Ihe hone.!l swam over. These were not tht: only difli.cuit ies thoy 
had to cncounter: the path wns to be CUI for miles through thickets 
of bnJlhwood nnd rallen limber; sl,eap precipices were to be Dscended, 
with slip~y sides and entnngled Wilb rools of every \'aricl,).' of shape 
and silo, in which the horscs' legt would become enlongtZ<l, a~fqrc 
reaching'the top be procipitated, il)ads and all, to the bottom. The 
horses would a.l limes become jammcd wilh their pacKs between tl'OOtl. 
and were not to be ditcngaged without great toil, trouble, and darJ:Iage 
10 their burdeoL In some C4I1C1, after succeeding in getting nearly 
to the top of '" hill thirty or forty feet high, they would become 
exhausted and f,!,l1 over backwards, making two or throe IIOmcl"llO", 

until lhoy reached the bottom, when their loads were agaia to be 
arl'1lngod. 

On the 22d, their route lay along the banks of the Upthucap, which 
is 0 much wider stream tlldo tho 1)uyollup. A .hort distance up. lhey 
came to a fish-weir. constructed 8.11 the ODe beretofore delcribed. on 
the Chickee.., though much .maller. 



• 
P{JG·ET SOUND AND OKONAGAN. 421 

This part o( the country abounds with aroor-vitro trees, lOme 0( · 

which were found to be thirty (eel io circumference at the height o( 
four (eet from the g round, nnd upwards of ODe hundred (cct high. 
Notwithstanding the many difficulties encountered, !.hey this day made 
about twelve miles. . 

On the morning o( the 23d, jUlit as they were about to leave their 
camp, their men bro~ht in a deer. which walBoon skinned and packed 
away on the horses. This was the first lorge game they had obtained, 
having previously got only II few grouse. 

They had nov.- roached the Smalocho. which runs to the westward. 
and is lixty-fi,'o feet wide: its depth wns (ound to be (OUT and a holf 
(001, which. as it wos also rapid, was too great for the horses to (ord 
and carry thl.lir lands. The Indians now beca1ne serviceable to them. 
Lieutenant l ohnton had engaged several that were met on their way. 
and they now amounted to thirteen. who appeared (or a time lively 
and contented, This, however, was but a forerunocr of discontent, 
and {l refusal to go any farther; but with coaxing and threatening they 
were induced to proceed. 

The road or way, after passing the river, was over a succession of 
deep valleys and hills, so steep that it WB S diflicult (or a harte to get 
up and over them with a load, Bnn the foil of B horse became a com
mon occurrence. They were all, however, recovered 'without injury, 
although one of them fell upwards of one hundred feet; yet in con
sequence of his fall having been repcateclly broken bYLhvhruhll Bnd 
trees, he reached the bottom without injury to hirrl\eTf.-but with the 
loss of hi~ lond, consisting of their cBmp utensils, &0., which wen!J 
swept off by the rapid current of the river. 

The route lay, for !IOveral days, through foreB'll of spruce, and some 
of the ~s that had fallen mensurcd two hundred and siify-nve feel 
iO le~h. "'Q; of these, at the height of teo feel from the roots. mea
sured thirty-five feet in cit'cumference; and at the cnd which had been 
broken off in itS fall, it was found 10 be eighteen inches in diameter, 
which would make the tree little short of three hundred feet when \t 
was growing. Too stems \If all these trees were clenr of branches to 
the height of one hundred and fifty feet from the ground. and perf€X:tly 
stroight. In many cates it was impossible to see o~r the fallen trees, 
e\·en when on horseback, Bnd on these. seedl ings were growing luxu
riantlv, forcing their rools through the hark and O\'er the body of tho 
trunk' till they reached tile ground. Maw. Ipruces :were seen. whi~h 
had grown in this way j and Ihe9C, though of C(lD'lderable Size, 11111 
I'et!lined the form of an arch, showing where the old tree had lain. and 
Iluder which they occasionally rode, All may be supposed , they could 
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"not ad"8nce very rApidly over such ground, and Lieutenant Johmlon 
remarks. Ihnl although he ''Was frequently desirous of shortening too 
road . by taking what seemed a morc direct course, he invariably found 
himself obliged 10 return 10 the Indian trait. 

DAylight of tho 2·1Ih brought with it its ttoubles: it was found that 
the horses hnr! l'trnycd,-a disAster tllaltho lndia ns took quite coolly, 
hoping it would be the cnu!Ie of their return. A,li-er a diligent sea rch, 
the horses were found in places where tllI':Y hnd soughl bettor food, 
ahhough II \Va!! scanty enough even there. 

During the day, lhe route lod along the Smnlo'Cho. which rUlls 

nearly east nnd west; and they only left its banks when they were 
obliged to do so by various impoSJIable harriers. This part of lhe 
country is composed of conica l hills, which are all thick ly clothed 
with pine tree! of gignnlic dimensions. They mode lIine miles this 
day, without accident; but when they encamped. they had 110 food for 
Ihl'!; horses excrp' fern T he anim .. ls, in consequence, seemed much 
overcome, as did also the Indians. who had travelled the whole day 
with heavy loads. Lieutenant Johnsoll, by WRy of diverting the fa
tigue of the lauer, got up a. shooling-mll.tch for Ii knife, tho excitement 
of which had the desired e(I'ect 

The trees herc .. boul were chielly the colton-wood, mnple, &pruce, 
pine, and elder, nod some undergrowth of raspberry, the young shoots 
of which the natives cat with great relish. 

On the ~ they sct out a t an early hour, and found the travelling 
less rough , so Ihli., they reached the foot of La T&e before noon, 
ha\'ing accomplishoCl eleven miles. L ieutenant Johnsolf with the 
sergennt ascended La Tete, obtained the bearings, from its summi~ 
of all Ihe objects nround, alld made its height by barometer, IWO 

thoUS8rtd ~\'en hundred nnd ninety-eight foot: its la,WJv.le o&:.:!!!.. fixed 
nt 470 d 54" N. This moun~in was entirely dc!Otilole of wood i bel, 
hnving ~n burnt o\'cr, was found strewn with huge ,charred trunke, 
and the whole ground coverod with ashes. The inclination or ill sides 
W I\! about fifty degreell . 

The country nround scemed ono continued series of hills, nnd like 
La Tl2lc had suffered from the firc. According 10 the natives, II.lthougb 
IQC wood on the Imountains was destroyed mHny years since, yet it 
was still obsen'ed to be on fire.;n some places. about two yeuTi ago. 
Most of tho tops of the distant peaks had 'Inow on them. T o the ea,t 
was !leen the appe(lrtlnce tof lwo volleys, through which the two 
branches of the Smolocho flow. 

00 descending from 1.a T~tc , tJle river WitS to be croMCd: this was 
fo und too deep to be forded, lind it consequently became necessary 10 
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form a bridge to transport the btlggagc, by cutting down trees. T he . 
current wos found to run 6-2 miles per hour. They had been in hopes 
of reaching the Litt le Pra irie before night, but in consequence of this 
delay, were fo rced 10 encamp before arriving there. 

The Indians complained much of the want of food: many or the 
horses al50 were exhausted for the same cause, and exh.ibited their 
Icanty nourishment in the ir emaciated appearance. 

On the 20th,they reached the L iuleJlrairie at an early hour, where, 
after consultntion. it was determined to wait a day to recruit the horsel, 
as this was the olily place they could obtain food. It was also desi ra
ble to ascertain the practicability of ptlSSing the mountain with the 
horses, and at the same time to carry forward some of the loads, that 
the horses might have os lillie os possible to tl'lt1lsporl. M r. W aldron 
nnd Pierre harles were thererore sent rorward with the Indians, 
having loads of tifly pounds each, to ascend the mountain , while Lieu· 
lenant Johnson remained wilh the cnmp to gel obscn'ations. Dr. 
Pickering and Mr. Brackenridge accompanied the parly or 1\1 r. W al
dron to the flOow-line. The prai rie on which they had encamped was 
about two lind a half acres in exteol, ond another of the same size 
wos found half Ii mile forther east. 

The 27th was employed by L ieutenant Johnson in determining Lbe 
positioos of Ihis prairie, which pro\'ed to be in latitude 47° OS' 54" N., 
Rnd longitude 120" 13' W. The variation was 10° 30' easterly. At 
sunset,. messengers arrived from Mr. Waldron, " 'ho hod reached the 
sum mit 9t noon, Rnd wos to proceed down to the snoi'. l i,~ enca mp. 
Tho snow '1l'8S found to be aoout ten feet deep, nnd the pa rty crossing 
lIanJ< about nnkle-deep, for which reason opinions "aded as to lhe 
possibil ity of setting the horses ovc r ; bul it Wa!! detemlined to make 
the trial. L ieutenan t Johnson. therefore, let oul, leaving n supply of 
food, ~1ia~ Indian and a horse, both of whom were woln out. 
and unable to proceed. • • 

.. By eieveh o'c!tJck,thcy were met by I'icrre Charles and the l ndians, 
who gave some l light hopell of accomplis.hing the luk of getting 011 
over. Lieulellllnt Johnson determined to take only the Itrongest 
horses to the edge of the soow. At hnlf-pn!!t 5 P. "., Ihey reached 
the be, l practicab!e encampment, being a mile beyond the place where 
Mr. W aldron hrut encamped two days before. The snow baviog 
melted so rllpidly, Lieuteo5nt Johnson, tlking all things into eonside. 
ration. determined, notwithstanding the forebodings of failure held out 
by the party that had g()n6 before, 10 ma~ the attempt. It now be
came neeessa.ry 10 pUlih on with 811 much haste as possible, on account 
of Ihe Slate "f their provisions : for what wiih Ihe los! IUlltained in 
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fording the ri \'ct, 3ud in consumption, they were obliged to .dopl an 
8110" '00co. 

On the 20th, they doported, at early dawo. in order to tuke advaD
tage of the firmness of the .now, occasioned by the lost nigbt's frOlt. 
T hey ascended rapidly. and posscd over tho wont of the way, tho 
borses si~kins no deeper than their fetlocks. They fint paned ontr a 
narrow ridge, and thon " succession of small cones, until thoy reached 
the lummit. 

Mount Rainier, from the top. bore south·southwClI, apparently not 
more than ten mile.. distant. A profile of the mountnio indicates that 

it hos a terminol crater, 8JI well 

~ 
as some on ils flanks. The baro. 

h 'J" :"\ ~ ,molor stood at 24'060 in.: five 
,.............. ~ ~ . . thoUS:lOd and ninety-two foot. 

There WOI another. 10 the nonh • 
• 00" UIS'!'!". northeast, covered with snow, 

and oue tu the weSI appeared about two hundred foot higher than the 
place where the obscn'lItions were takcn. Thil llitter had suffered. 
from fire in the sarno way as La Tetc, ann showed only a few p8tehet 
of snow. To the cutward, II range of inferior height, running nora. 
nnd JOulh , was in view, without Imow. 

On the weslern ascent of this mountain, the pines were scrubby i but 
at the summit, which wal 0. plain, about a mile in length by half Il 
mile wids, they werc .trsigllt nnd towering, about eighty feel in height. 
-without Ilny-;imb'l or foliage, except at the top. The di.tanco tr:\velled 
over the top was about five miles. On dCllcending the Cl'9t .ide, the 
.now WOIl much deeper and softer, but the horaes mnnagod 10 get along 
well, and without occident. . 

L ieutenant Johnson. in following the party, missed tho ltail, afKIlolt 
hi. wry for throe or four houra. On dilOOvering tlJreimpof..too.e 
who had ~one before, on the oppollite 'side of:1 .Iream, he attempted '10 

eros. it on a }og, in doi ng which his foot slipped. Ilndr he was procipi. 
toted into the water. Although hi. firat thought Wtll to save the chro
nometer from accident , it was too late. for tho wa.tch had ftopped; it 
Will not, howe\'er. 10 far injured 01 1I0t to be IIOt a-going. and it con
tinued to go during the remaiooer or the journey: the only Il8C I have 
been able to m3\e of hi. lubteqUCOl observation •• Willi to obtain the 
relalive mwidi;:an distance. bet ..... een the point. visited. wilhoul tbe 
absolute longitude. It is noodlcD to say. that I placed lillie or 00 
depeodeoce on them, in colf4lructing the map. 

Although the hone. hid, with one or two exceptiODl. r.ohed &he 
... tem .ide of the mountain, yot they. together with tbe Indi .... were 
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vcry muC'h cxnnllstcd. The time had now come when the Inelians, J 

accord ing to agreement, wore to be paid off, and they had done much 
more Ih80 they agreed to do, having crossed the mountAin twke. 

Finding the necessity of retaining all tho blanketl that had t.c~n 
brQt,lght with them, in order to buy horses. Lieutenant Johnson pro
f'Ioted to the Indians to receive an order on Ni8qually, in lieu of the 
immediAte deli~'ery of the blankets. This they readily B.!ISCnled to, and 
al!O willingly ga\'c up those that had already been paid them. on 
receiving a similar order,-thus showing a spirit of accommodation 
high ly praisewort'by. Only two of them returned to Nisqu.1l1y, to whom 
were entrusted the botonical specimens. and tho care of the horses left 
upon the road. 

The banks of the small streams on the caste}" side of the mountDin 
were bordered witb the greatest variety of troos nod shrubs. consisting 
of poplars. buckthorn fifty feet high. dogwood thirty to forty foot high, 
several species of willow, alder. two species of maple, nnd occasionally 
a yew. The undergrowth Wft S composed of Hazel, Vaccinium, Gaul· 
theriu, and a prickly species of Aralia. The herbaceous shrubs were 
Goodyera. Neolli::.. Viola, Clay tonia, Corallorrhiza. The latter, how
ever, were oot in flowe r. 

The 1'll.rty on fOOl. after leavi ng the Little Prairie about hnlf n mile, 
crossed the northern branch of the Smnlocho, which was found mIlCh 
swollen nnd very rupid. Two ,troos were cut down lO form a bridge. 
Afte r this, the walking thrO\lgh the forest becnme !Olooth alU! firm. and 
lhey pllssed on at a rapid pace.. The Indians, altltough 10llded with 
nincty pouMs of baggage, kept up with lho rest. At nightfall they 
encamped at the margin of the snow. 

On lighting their fires, they accidentally sct fire to the moss·cO\'Cred 
1ret:II, OtW ia.a..few moments all around them was a blazing ilnS8 of 
itltme, which co;npelled them to change their quarters fnrth;r to wind
wllrd. They IIf~d madc eighteen miles. "But rllw plan18 werc found, 
tho sen son being too early for collecting 01 so high an elevation. The 
Jtround was co\'ered with spruce-twigs. which had npparently been 
broken off by the weight of tOe snow. The lummit was passed through 
ao open space about twenty acres in extent. Thi s glade was surrounded 
Wilh tl dense rorest of spruce trCC.i. There was no .anger in wnlking 
except Dear the young trees, which hnd been bent down by the SIIOW. 

hut on passing these lhey oncll broke through, and expericnced much 
difiicult: in extricating themselves, partic~arly tbe poor Indians, 'VI·jlh 
their heavy burdens. The brea.dth of snow passed over was «bollt 
eight miles. AI throo o'c1ock they reached the Spipen river, where 
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• they encamped: this el1mp was found to be two thousand. five hundred 
ond forly-ooo foet obove the lovel of Ihe sen. The vegetation appeared. 
to our botanical gentlemen fBrtber advanced on the east lide thao on 
the wesl, at the sarno height j tJle Pulmolll1rias and ,",verai .mall 
nnnuais were more forward. Thore were only R. few pine trees, and 
those smnil, acen on the west sido of Ole ridge; and 00 the east sido, 
there was a !!Ipccies of larch, the hackmatack of the country. While 
they remained at this camp, thoy found 11 Pyroln. und some new forns. 

Tho country noout tbe Spipcn is moabtninous nnd woody, with a 
narrow strip of mcadow·land along ita banks. Mr'-Waldron hod, 0 0 

arriving at the camp, IIOnt Luchemcre. one of the InclioDs, down the 
ri vcr to an Indion chief, in order to procure horses. Those that 
rcmained aller providing for the baggage, worc consequently alSignod 
each to two or three individual!! to ride and lye on their route. 

00 the 30th, they proceeded down the Spipcn, making a journey of 
eighteen milcs, OM passed onothe1' brunch of tho river, the junction of 
which augmented its size vcry considerably. Its banks, too, becAmc 
perpcndir.ular and rocky, wilh a current flowing between tbem at the 
rate of six or seven milcs an hour. After Iho junction, tho stream was 
about one hundred feet brand, und its ccurse was cast,.soulheaat. 

Tho vegetation on the east side of the mountains WBI decidedly 
more advanced than lhat to the west, and several very interesting 
species of plants were met with by the botanists, on the banks of the 
streams: am.ong lhem were Preonia brownii, Cypripediom oregonium. 
Pentltomon, Jpomopsit clcgans, and sc\'crai Compositre, and" very 
hau(lsome flowering shrub, Purshia tridentaln. ,.. 

On the 31st, they continued dleir route over a rough country, ia 
some plnees almost impassable for II. horse from its slcopned, Dud in 
others r marshy a8 to require much caution to prc\·el\L..bcing..mif!XL 

During the morning. tbey mel two Indians. who infonned tbem thot 
the chiof 6fthe Yakima tribe was a abort dinance in ¥vnnce, waiting 
to meet them, and that he had several horses. At noon they reaehed 
a small pl'8irie on the banl;s of the river, where old Tidias, the chief. 
was seen lCawd in state to receive Lieutenant Johnson; but this 
ceremony was unavoidably broken in upon by the tleCL"Ssity of gehing 
the meridian o~rvntion8. The chief, however, advanced toWJU'da 
him with every mark of friendship, gi~ the party a bearty w .... 
oome. In rerson be was taU. straight, and IhiD, • little bald, with 
loag bllck hair hanging dO'f:D hi. back, carefully tied with. ~0I'IIed ra. He was grave, but dignif.ed and graceful When they bad be. 
..ced, aDd after Imomg a couple of pipe. in .i*ce. he iDtbu1lid 
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that he WM ready for !L tnlk, which lilen followoo, relative to tho· 
riven and face of the country; but little information was obtained 
'hill could be depended upon. 

This tribe SUb!lilll chiefly upon salmon and the cammau-rool: geme 
is very scarce, and the beaver have all dis::Ippcnrcd. The cammon
rOflt is pounded and made into a 90rt of cake, which is not unpleasant, 
having n sweetish taste, but it, is very dry, although 9Omo of the pnrty 
look a fancy lo it. 

'fidias hnd with him an old man almost blind, who claimed much 
respect, nnd two ·young men, whose dress of buckskin. profusely ornll
mented Wilh beads. was much admired by the pnrty. During the talk, 
the old chief expressed himself delighted to !fC tho white men, and 
spoke of his own importance, his immense territory, &'c., in a style of 
boasting. to "hich the Indians are very much addicted. He said tllM 
he was de!irollW of affording all the accommodation he could 10 the 
party. But although he had eight or len linc horses with him, he 
would not agree to part with them, as they were all his favourites. 
He WIlS presented with a variety of articles, in return for which he 
gave the paTty a few dried 8nlmon. 

Towards c\'cning, old Tidias took lea\'o of them, saying that it was 
not proper for no Indian to encamp in the same place with a white 
mao, aDd with 0. promise thai he would have horses by ten o'clock the 
ne'll day; but he had a gnme to play by procrastil\llting, in which he 
thoroughly succeeded. 

In the morning they reached the Indian camp b61ow, bulllo hoftles 
had arrivcll. It was far, they said, to Tidias's house; a DIan could 
not go tmther and return in the 83me day; no borses or .salmon could 
be brought; no ono could be permitted 10 go. LieUlenant Johnton 
was }hea trull\h.at the road he had to follow was n "hungry;' road. 
hl Inst tho Indian wn!t induced by high ofl'ert to e>:chnnge g,ood horses 
for a great lIuflll>er of ball oncs, Ilnd linnlly consented to part with two 
more. On quittillg him they becnme tboroughly aware thnt all the 
difficulties were owing. not to nny indisposition to sell, bUl were 
created for the purpose of inducing high prices to be given. 

Tbe party now brnnched off Ilt right nngles tn their fanner route, 
Lieuleonnl Johnson heartily sick and tired of his friono Tidias and his 
people. Two more of the Indians hore left them. The country they 
entered. after passing a ridSO about six hundred feet high. Willi quire 
of. different aspect, forming long sloping hills. oovered wilh Ii scanly 
pow'" of pine.. Many dry beds of rivulets were paned, and the 
lOil of the hiU. Joroduced nothing but a long thin grass. There are, 
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'however, some small volleys where the growth of gra. i. luxuriaat. 
the pines orc larger, aod the scenery .uumed a park.like appeal'llDCeo 

From tho 8umm;t of onc of tho hills, 0 .ket.ch of Mount RainiM', 
and of the intervening rnnge, was obtained. 

On the top of the ridge they fell in with II Dumber of Spipeo 
Jndittns., who were cngaged in digging the cammau and other roo .... 
The 11I.IIer were those o"f an umbcllifcroull plant, oblong, tuberous, aod 
in taste resembling n porsnep. The procoss used to prepare them for 
bread, is to bake-them in a wcll·hentcd oven of slones; when they are 
tnlJ:en out ihey nre dried, ant.ltht:n pounded between 1wo stones till the 
mnn becomes ns .fine as corn meal, when it is kneaded into coll68 and 
dried in tbe sun. TheBe Toots nre the principal \'egetable food of the 
Indian! throughout Middle Oregoo. The women are frequently seen. 
to tho number of twenty or thirty, with baskel! suspended from the 
neck, nnd a pointed slick in their hnnd, digging the.e roots, and 80 
intently engaged in the search for them, as to pay no allcntton what· 
e,'er to It passer-by. When these roolS are properly dried, they are 
stored nwa.y for the winter', consumption. Tbis day they made only 
fifteen milC5, in a 'northern direction. 

On the 2d of June, they reached the Yakima, after having crossed a 
small slrcnm, The Y Rkima was too decp for the horses to rord wjUt 
,hei r pncke, and they now for the first time uled their bIt_, of Jndia· 
rubber flat h, which werc fouod to answer the pu~(lf.80atin~ the 
loads neTOSS the stream. • 

This ri~er IS one bundred and fifty fool wide, and pUTsues an easl
southeast course, with 8 velocity of more than four miles an hour. 
At this place were found Iwenty migrating Indians. who have their 
permnnent residence on the banks lower down. 

T.be chief. Kr.maiyah. wa, the son·in-law of old Tidias, aud one of 
&be mom hand80Me and perFecdy-forrncd JndiaDi they hnd mer wilh. 
U. waa found to be gruff' aad surly in hi. manners, which .... 
thoush' to be owing to his wish to appear dignified, These Indiam 
were tiring io temporary puts, cOMi"ing of moll tpfend OD poI& 
AmoDg them ... seeD quite Q pretty girl, dre.ed in a shift ... 
~ with mocea"im of .kin verv much Ol'DlllMnled wilh ~ 
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aDd bendL They bad 0. number of fine horSCII, but could not bee 
induced 10 parl with :lny of them. 

Lieotenant John!on had now succeeded in purclio.sing venison and 
salmon, aud the party again had full allowance. 

On the 3d, they continued their rOUle to tho northward, over gra. 
dually rising ground, and Lieutenant Johnson ha ving lucCCCfled in 
purchasing three more horres. only three of lho party were now 
without them, so that the riding and lye .ystem was nol quite so often 
resorted to as before. On Ihi! plain W8I seen 1\ number of curlewd, 
some grouse, a~d a large spec ics of hare. 'fhey encamped IIgain 
ncar the snow, and found llLtir ultitudo grenter thnn any yet renched , 
the bnroInCter standi ng at 24'750 in.: five tho,uland two huudred and 
three feet. 'fhey had again reached the sprucct and losl the pine, 
which wal only found on the hill-sides Dnd pin ins. 

At 4 .... M. on the morning of the 4th of June, the thermometer .tood 
at 28". They 00 that day continued tbeir roule up the mountain and 
across its summit, which wal here and there covered with patches of 
snow. J regret to record another accident to the instruments. The 
aergcAnt, to whom the barometer was intrusted by Lieutenant Johnson, 
in putting up the instrument this morning. carelessly broke it ; 3nd 
th us eDGed the barometrical experiments in the moet interesting porlion 
of the loute. • 

It is difficult 10 account for the scarcity of snow on a much higher 
elevation than they bad before Tellched, and under cirltumslllncci 
which would "ppc..,.r 10 have warranted a contrary' expectation. Dr. 
Pickering ·Was induced to belie-ve that this change in the climate is 
owing to the open nnture of the- surrounding country; illl being devoid 
of deose forests, with but a few scattered trees and no under·brush; 
and. the vicinify. to elevated plains, and the ridge being of a Ie, broken 
onaracter. • 

']'!Jc early Wi of tho lIay was cold, with showcrs of 8loct. On tbe 
crest of the mountain they passed over swampy ground, with but a 
few patches of spruces: after possing wbich, they began to dcsccud 
"ery regularly towards the Columbia. whicb Iheyre8ch~ ea rly in the 
afternoon. about three miles below the Piscbous river. The Colurn bi:1 
Itt lbis place i. a. ra.pid meam. but the scenery differs ootirely from 
lbal of orber rivera: illl bonks are altogctJler devoid of Any ferdle 
.JluviaJ fiats; destitute even of scattered trees; there is no freshness 
in the Iitt~ vegetation on its borders; lhe"slerile sand! in filct mIlCh to 
ita very brink,.Dd it i ! scarcely 10 be believed until it! banke are 
,.chcd that a mighty river is rolling its waters pa st these arid wutes. 
The river, in this ICcHon of the country, is generally connned within 

• 
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t a ravine of from 000 thouund to fifteen hundred feet below the £11M' 
,.1 level of the coontry. It WOI much swollen when our party reached 
it, but il il at no time fordable here. Jt, widm. by measurement made 
• few miles above, was six hundred yards. 

A mile before reaching tho banks of the Columbia, there were flIaDY 
stupendnus castellated rocks. of II yellow colour, which proved to be • 
soft sandstone. The only shrub was lhe wormwood. 

Thcrpasscd along the banks of the Columbia to the junction of 1M 
Pischous. The course of tho lattor is to the southeast ! it takeI itl 
rise in B distant rongc of IInowy mountnin., which n~ seen in a north
west direction. Half a mile above its mouth. it i. two hundred and 
tiny ~'ordtl wido, but the wOler oflhe river, in consequence of the itate 
of the Colutnbia~ was cbackcd up ; and although it was said by the 
Indians not to have reached its full height, yet it appeared to have 
risco to the high-water marks, 

'fhey encamped no lhe southwest lide of thc rivcr, in t\ beautiful 
patch of meadow.land, of about ono hundred acres in eItent, which 
Ule Indi::\Ils hnd enclosed in small squares by lurf walls; and in them 
they ClIhivnted the potato in n very systematic mannel:. On the 
meadows were found numbers of grouse Bnd curiewA, of which they 
killed many, There wore also man~wild currants, jUlt ripening. 
The ])jschous was called here, by some of the Indio.ns, the Waioape. 
I have, however, retained the fonner name on the mAp al being that 
by which;t is more commonly known. 

From tbe poinl"of junction, the Columbia can bo traced for the dis
tance of thirty-five miles. At the opposite shore of thet! river. the 
banka hn\'e a more uniform uppearnnce, and would give the·idea that 
no rcachiog tbeir aummit of ouo thousund five hundred foot, an extcn· 
sive table-land would be seen; but Ihis is not the cale. for mountainous 
land .ri~B at Borne distance beyond, but it hu DO Ino~ upon it, and is 
dC.tjlute eft' t:reoi. Dclow, Ilt a djl:ltancc of t~n or lwctxe mile., is secn 
a high-peaked isolated rock, which Lieutenant Johnson conjectured to 
bo Buckl,aod Rock; and beyond it, the river MIefflI to take n. turn to 
tho lIOuthward. Bel",'oon the forks of tbe rivers. the hills are very 
tQIIC'CI. steep, aod rocky. 

OD &he 6th of June. by the timely arrival of au Indian in a canoe, 
thef were enabled to croa tho Piscbous, ond 10 lind out the route &bey 
09110 puraue towardt Okooagao. With thi. aid, anti withold rooclII 
di6icuky.lbe bortel IlDd 8~ the baggage were .. rely landed 00 the 
oppDIi18 .we, after .. bach their coone continued. along the Columbia 
... TU pa&h wu • very rough aDO for &he iIonoa to travel, being 
freqaernly o.er jagged rocks. which approach wilhin a few .... 
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of the water'. edge, and in places so near (11'1 10 leave hut a ledge · 
fo r the hones to pa5S on, rendering it both laoorioWl and dangerous. 
Toole rock, arc of .granite, with veins of white marhle, one of which 
WlUI sc\'orai feel in width. Much of the rock resomblOli slale, capable 
of being sp.lit into thin sl(lm, snd of a dark gray colour. They mct 
with, during tllis day, many interesting plcmts. among which \.yere 0. 

CUpres8US lreO and a crucifcrous plant on the rocks, which an Indian 
woman was ga thering for food. To the taste they were extremely 
bitter. Large quantities of wild gooscoorries were also to 00 found 
gro ..... ing among t"e rocks, but proved quite insipid. 

T hey encamped on a !mall sAnd-fiat on the Columbia, having made 
about ele\'cn miles. 

On the 6 th. after tr3.\·el1ing seven miles, they reached the banks of a 
small stream, called by the Indians Entiyalecoom, but known by the 
Canadian \'oyageurs as P oint de Bois. Its course is nearly cut and 
west i it is about one hund red feet wide. and was found at its mouth 
100 doep to ford. They, therefore, continued up the stream for nbout 
n mile aod a hnlf, in hopes of finding 11 suitable place. 'While thus 
aseendi ng the stream, they were accosted by several Indians, ..... ho 
mOlioned to them to return to the mouth of the river, whither a canoe 
wall now brought to transport their baggage, nnd an Indian Wa! 

despatched to a fishing station, who returned with snlmon ready 
cooked. 

The chief of the trihc of Okonagnn Indian. became muc\! di ssatis
fied at the mode in which payment wns offered hith, and which he 
refused to d'eccpt, nnd wenl unrewarded for hi. important services, to 
the regret- of mauy of tho party. They again proceeded on their 
journey. and came, in the course of n mile, to the cRmp of the natives 
from whom the .salmon had been scnt them. They found them em
ploycfl in slIlmon.fishing. Including men, women, and ehildn:..~, they • were twenty in i umber. °fhia is their permanent residence!, but they 
were theo li ving in the uall"1 summer hUls. of mats, and nOllr by were 
the winter habitntions, which consisted of two mounds, each of which 
might COlltain about ten. Both of these were open townrds the river, 
the door being a round aperture, eighteen inches in diameter. The!e 
Indian! seem to have lillie to protect them from th. cold of wi nter. 
except the gran nod their clothing, and do not appear to have any 
fire in their winter habitation. The mystery about the cooked saJmon 
waa no ..... IIOlvOO, for it tlppearcd Ihal, as l OOD as the fish are taken. 
they are a t once roasted, and then exposed to the tlun to dry on n shed, 
. fter which the moat is pounded I\nd made into ballI, which are stored 
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r for wioler food. 'I'hey keep • Jorge qUIlDtity of it on ht.nd, and it 
coPllilulOs almost their only (nod. Their salmon-fishery wo. on the 
oprosi1o .ide of tile river. Some of Ihe party bought 0 uumber of 
.. lInoD, the wmol1as, of which weighed Dearly forly pooods. T~ 
lodio ns had many good horses, which they had no inclination to Icll. 

About two miles above the Indian village. they unexpectedly found 
that they were Obliged to cr088 tho Columl;jn. Tho balsas wero. 
therefore, put in requisition, and a raft WIl! constructed, on which. 
with the Qui,tance of a canoe obtained from thc Indians, they 100-

ecedcd in getting nil their baggage safely dcposited'on (be other ,ide, 
whhher me horses werc also brought. 

In lighting their fires Ihey ignilcd thc grass on the prairie, and pro. 
duccd quite a conflagrnlion, which for. a time threatened their camp. 
but they succeeded in extinguishing it. Lieutenant Johnson now eo
gaged an Indian to show them tho road to Okonagan, ror which they 
intended to !tel out at nn early hour. 

Their course now lay along the Columbia, and. towards the lauer 
purl of the day, Oil the high prairie-land, which wal somewhat sandy, 
and seemed likely to be unprofitable for any purpose, except sheep
pasture. The guides were quite averse to entering on the high prairie, 
alleging that it W81 destitute of water. 

Lieutenant Johnson, however. determined to pa!! on, after filling the 
water-bogs_ Ascending two thousand fcct . they rcached the high plain , 
whero .. a lL were much delighted with the magnificent and extensive 
"iew. Tho whom sweep of the prairie burst upon thOOl, uninterrupted 
by nny shrub. but covered by Ii long grass, clothing tho go~lle inclina
tions as well as the hollow.. The view was desolate, nothing nppeorA 
ing to relieve lhe eye, but the very distant dark.blue mounta ins to the 
northward and eastward. which pointed Olll theeoul'1Ie of the Calumbia. 
or thet.no .... ,-cappcd tops of MOllnt Rainier and the ·rnnges ther hl\d 
lei\. ' , 

Over thi. p,..irie they had DO (ra.ck to guide them, but proceeded 
on • courae norlh-bY-CMl, leaving a remarkable peak. to which the 
name of Mount &. Pierre was given. to the oost of their route. After 
trayelling three roilee, they encamped, and were enabled to cook their 
dinner with a ~k'. nest and Ii few bushClil growing out of 3. rock. 
The Jodi .. indulged themaclvcs in tI. feflst on the squab hawks! lh05C 
birds. from tbe quantities of down on their legl. have a droll appear. 
aoce. 

Thil plain-l'or 10 it m~ be ca11ed-wu found tolerably. level, and, 
although it is COftI'IId wi\b graa. yet there is but a alight tint of green 
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0''''' the landscape. Thill grass ill too natural hay before spoken oc. • 
which eeemi to point out thi. for a grazing country. though mere is a 
large di11ricl desliLUle of water. 

On the 8th, at Doe o·clock. the ptlrty reached the bach of the C0-
lumbia. oppo.ite to Okonagan, when a canoe Wll! efllpioyed tu talce 
them o\'er. This POllt was in charge of a Canadian by tbe name of 
Le Pralt; but the whole is now goiog ihto rapid decay, as it is only 
retained as an CUlrepot for the depolit of supplies. &0., in conoes:ion 
with lhe posts in New Caledonia, 8!1 the northern part of this country 
ls called by lho H.dl!On Bay Company. Okonagan lies direedy on the 
route thither, and bere they change from land to waler transportation. 
Were it not for the convenience it afford •• in this respect. it would not 
be retained. It is inha biled by two Canadian w"-ito men a nd numerous 
half·breed women and children. tbe men ha\'ing gone down the river 
widl Mr. Ogden. It has, as usual at the posts. an Indian encampment 
on the outside, but there is uo 1ndil;l.n ' settlement within eight mil". 
where there il tI. salmon· fishery. Few skins nrc obtained hore, and 
the eXlreme scarcity of gamo lind fur animals iii remarkable througllout 
all this part of Middle Oregon. This i. somewha t difficult to account 
for, as we are well satisfied. that there is abundance of food, and that 
all kind. of caule would thr h'e exceedingly in this soction, where gran" 
ill 110 abundant. 

Okanagan and the old Spokane House, on the river of the snme name, 
(now libandoned,) were the first postl establi l:lhed in this country by 
the. American Company, !lOme twenty-nine years prior to 'Our visiL 
Falling intC\, the po88CS8ioD of the Northwest Compn ny, they were, On 
the unioo. of that Company with the Hudson Bay Company, passed 
over to the lauer. Okonago.n is si tunted Oll a poor, Oat, sandy neck. 
nbout two miles above we junction of the river of that name with tho 
Coluillbia. il is" 8 square, picketed in tbe sa me manner a1 those 
ul.=cady dcscribed~ but dCfi,titute of bastions, and removed siltty yanb 
from the Colum11in. Within tho pickell there Is R large house for tho 
reccption of the Company" officers. conHisting of ICvcrnl apartments. 
and from each end or it two rows of low mud hutl run towa(ds the 
entrance: these serve as officea and dwcllings fOT the trappen and 
their familie!. In the centre there is ao open spaC(l. 

French is the language spoken here, 8S it is at all the other patti of 

the Company. 
H alf 11 mile above the mouth of the Okanagan. it was found to be 

throe hundred feet wide: it is a dull, lur-'id stream. The Columbia 
at this place was fouod to be .i.xteen hundred feet wide. 

Beside! the care of the bal'P for navigating tho river, and the 
VOL. IV. 55 
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... itO,... for the lsnd joomey to the northern pom, they colloct hero 
what NiDI they can. The country aftOrd. about eighty beaver-ski n' 
during the year.lhe price for each of which i. uluolly twenty churgea 
of powder Ilnd ball. Some beaT, marten, !lod other skins, are a lllO 
obtfliued, for which the prices vary; ood it appears to be the practice 
or the Company to buy all the sk io9 thnt arc brought in, in order to 
encourage (he Indianll 10 procure them. At NilKJually, Mr. Anderson 
inrutmed me tAet many were loought that were afterwards destroyed, 
88 they were not worth transportation. 

Al this post they have some goots, and lhirly-fivcfhead of nry fine 
c8ule, which produce abundance of milk nnd bulter. Neither of these 
a re yet permiucd to be slaughtered, and the only animal food used, is 
n specie. of rat, clluccf "simeun," wh ich burrows among the stone'!!: 
00 the hiJl· sidcs in great numbers. T hese tho Indians catch !tnri sell 
for D. Icaden bull: they were found very fnl, and considered good food 
by our party. 'fhe soil is too poor for fa rming op!'l rnlions. and ofl ly a 
few potatocs are grown. There is generolly a supply or provisions on 
bahd here for tile parties that are passing to nnd fro. 

Tijere is also another post, culled ForI Thompson, on the l\.amloops 
\Lake,. ,,·hieh is in charf:,"C of an Indian, and is of less importance than 
Okonagan. 

On the morning of the 91h, Mr . .Maxwell. otic of the Compn ny's 
officers, arrivod from Coil1ille, with fo rty horse!! laden with provisions, 
for M~ QlJden's brigade. Hit was not a lillie surprisod to find .Irangen 
in Ihe country, and in po!lscssion of his quarten at the post. He was 
obliging enough to ofi'er any assistance that ho could render,and, in con· 
junction wilh I.e Pratt, elldeii\'oured to supply all the wa nts of • the party. 

The Okonagan tribe of Indians are suppollOd to number (lbout two 
hundred, and are represented as quiet aud peu~bly disposed. Their 
food a n.isla principally of sa lmon and a small fi ah ' which the,. Cl'llJ 

carpi hut- they are Hot provident enoug h 10 I",y up a sufficient aupply 
for Illeir winter's Block, and are obliged. for the rem8i~der of the ,.eor, 

.. to make 1M! of roots, Ilud a bread ",IIich is mode from the mon IhM 
growl on the tree.. T bis mOil is collected in large <Iuontities, clea ned, 
and then pbleed in a hole mode io the ground, .along witll hcatoo ,tones, 
whK:.b are all coYftAld up cloeely with ea rth. In this hole the moss re
mains for twenty.rour houri. When the pit is opened, it is found 10 
ha "e become IOn. After this proccSl, il is wftshed and moulded into 
cakea. which are let out to dry. The seed of .hc BnJanmori1.8 (Orogon 
. unflower). i. alto..s .... , being pounded into a kind of mool , which 
thfly call miolito. To tb .... added the tiflteurs; but wit.h all theee 
article. of food , modi ........ is Clt(l8riellCed towards the spring. 
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The Company" servants at the northern poett flUWer almosl as much " 
at limes, Although they are provided and attended to by the office": 
tbey live mostly upon .almon. The diffM:.UII), of geuing proyisions to 
the poats iD thc interior is very groat; .11 that it consumed 8t the 
JtQrth i. carried twenty-four days' journey on pack.horses, and eighteen 
in barge!, before it orrille!! at its destination; and. the a,moont lreln'
porled is not more than enollgh to supply the offieen, whose allow
an(:e is very limited. The ser\'nnts of the Company recei.'c an 
increased pay 8SIOmo recompense for their privations. 

'rho chief nml8Cment of Ihe Okanogan {rilles of fndinns in the winter, 
and duriog the henl of the day in summer, when !.hey are prevented 
from tnking .almon, is a game called by the voyageur! .. jeu de main," 
equivalent 10 our odd.Alld.evell. • 

The latitude, as given by L ieutenant JohnllOn's observations, plAce 
F ort Okonagan in 4BQ t2' N. 

In the vicinity arc found mnny wild fruits, consisting of gooseberries, 
rune-berries. and currants, which. at this time, 9th of June, were 
beginning to be ripe. 

On the 10th. at noon, they crossed the CQlllnlbia 10 rejoin their 
horses .... vhere they hod boon len to graze, during the two days th~y 
had rem3i ned at the fori. 

Lieutennnt Johnson rode on lIome distance before the party, who 
1081 sight of him in rounding a hill. His horse some lime afterward. 
came ga lloping towards them. without Rny (laddie; but thinking that he 
had found a good camping·plnce, they continued on . until (luM6t, when 
theyeneAI.pad at a small stream. Supper was prep::ared and eatcn, 
hUIMr. Johnson did not appear. Becoming uneasy, the !lergeant and 
Pierre Charlos were sent in sea rch of him, and signal.guns were fired 
at short inlervl\ls till J 1 P. II., when they returned without any new. 
of mm, Early 111e nelt morning. a party again le n the camp iJ scorch 
of him. and at nine o'clocll: he WIlS dilCo\-ered fllSt 8lIleep, wltare he had 
been since the ~revi()u!J afternooo. 

The Colmnbia. in the neighbourhood of Okonage.n is very winding 
in its course, and is interrupted by dalles about five miles above. 

On the 1 Jth. their route layover the grassy pre.irie before spoken 
of, in which thoy saw a few pools of water. In t nit marsh were 
found somo singular plants, and the cru~ted Sl\lt OR the surfe.cc had 
very much the appearance of hoar·rrost. In otner respects. Ihe roule 
was uninteresting. Mou ... l St. Pierre. before noticed. was seen, with i~ 
dome.like summit, and its height was estimated a~ eighteen hundred 
(eeL The dislsnc8 made this day WMJ (ourteen miles, and they 
encamf>CtI in an open pl,,; n, within three milea of the Grande Couit§e. 
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'" 0. tile IIIb. tMy ... ehed the Grande Coul&!. The common suppa.lion relati'VG to lhit remarkaule geological phenomenon is, that it hns 
onco been the bod of lhe ColumbiA, and this ie -whot would strike every 
onc at ils first view; but. on consideration, it ill lOOn that it is much too 
wide, nnd that its entrance i8 nearly c hoked up by the gl'tlnito hil ls, 
thilt do lIot Icn\'o sufficient lpeee for tJ te river to flow through. The 
walls of the CouI6c con.i,1 of basaltic cliff's, simi lar to thOllC of tho 
Palisades of the Hudson, se ... en hundred and ninety.eigbt feel high; and 
where it was crossed by the party, it was three miles wide; but, a few 
miles fa rther to the south, it narrowed to two miles. fl its direelion wu 
neorJy DarUI and south, for a distance of Rt least fifteen miles. ]0 
plneos, the cliffs were broken, and nppcnrcd 89 though tributary valleys 
had been (ormoo, in Iikt: manner, with perpendicular walls, though but 
of short exlent. In the norlhern p:>rtion of it were several granite 
knolls. resembling islands, capped with oosll.ll. and called Isles des 
llierres. The bollom of the Coulee is a plain. hAving some irregu
larities, but in placcs, for two miles together, to appearance it was 
perfe.::tly level. There arc in it three lakes : one on the top of the west 
border. anotner a(ter descending. nnd a third between two of the granite 
islands. The lasl of these was 11m largest, being about a mite long. 
but is not more than three hundred foot broad: these lakes have no 
visible OUI\CUi. Although the lIOil abounded in the lome saline efflore
scence thai had been remarked on the high prairie, .yet the lakes were 
found to be fresh, and wild ducks were acen in great numbers. In other 
spots. ffie"carthwtls damp and overgrown wilh a rank gross, of the 
181"00 kind as that !orr-owing on tJle prairie. Next to this, the wormwood 
predominated. 

In the level places the earth Wft8 mucb cracked: incrustatione were 
abundam, \\hich, spa rkling brilliantly in the sun, gave the plnin some· 
what t~v appearance of being covered with wAter." Specimeni Qf 

\heee weN) procured. the analysis of which will be Ibund in the 
Gcological Report. ' ,; 

The granite islands, above spoken of, were found to be seven hundred 
and fourteen feet high. Mr. Johnson name" the southern One the 
Itam's Head. Dr. Pickering, who visited the north part, found no 
regularity of structure. All were satisned , after leaving the CouMe, 
that it hud boon t(le scat of II. lake, in the northern branch of which, 
some convulsion had caused a breach, through which it had di!chargcd 
itself into the Columbia. If the Columbia hod ever tlowed through this 
chaollel, it mutt haft woro l!'Ic rocks, but they oxh ibit no signs of any 
such abrasion; aad yet· it .eem. romarkable. that tile CoulOO had 
e:r:tended frem one point 01 the river to another, and, with the ncep-
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lion of its breadth, forming ,·cry much the sarno kind of trench u thc 
Columbia would IClive, if it forsook its prellCnl channel. 

From the observations subsequently made at the It'lwcr end of the 
Gra nde Coulee. there is, howevcr, realOll to believe that it was at 
one period the bed of the Columbia. The fact of there being larse 
boulders of gl"anite at ill lower or south end, whilo thero is no roclt 
of similar kind except 8t ill north end, would warront the conclusion 
that they. hod been brought from the upper part of it. There were 
a great number of stones, having the apl)Carance of being water-worn, 
Jyillg in its bcd, lit the south coo, as if tlICY had been brought down by 
.the current of a rnpid strenln. . 

The Coulee is too mucb impregnated with saline matter to permit 
crops of grain to be raised on it i but it would> be admirauly adapted 
for the mising of cattle and sheep, there being abundance of water and 
plenty of good g rail here, ::md for twenty miles on each "ide of it. 

They left the Gra nde Codl-c by passing up the cast eliff or bank, at 
a Il1aeo where it was accessible for ho~s, lind which was mm:h 
titained with sulphur. Soon nfu'lrwnrdli, Ihey were overtaken by Mr. 
l\1Bxwcll, from Okonogan, which place, although twenty.five miloa: 
distant, he had left in the morning. They rode five miles further, and 
encampod III a small pool. Mr. Maxwell was kind enough to supply 
thelJl with two horser, which enabled all the party 10 mount ngnin. 

On the 131h,Ihey started at on early hour, tlnd passcd over a gelltiy
rolling prairie country, affording e~eellent shooj>"pasture, bUI entirely 
destitute of trees. During this day, Lieutenant J ohn90n'"'7m!t with 
another u~ownrd accident: on geuing ofT" his horse, he neglected to 
tie him, and the beast ran off loo\'ennke the rcsi of the party. The 
conscque"nce \'(as, thllt thc artificial horizon was broken to pieces, with 
many other articles contained in his 8IlddJo.bags, After t1"llvclling 
fou lltcen miles, d hey reached the uCoul6c des PienCl," wjcre tbe 
prairie terminated. 'rhi, has features somewhat similnr I~ those of 
tho Grnnde C<AlIt1e, thc rocks being basaltic and preeipitoU&- Th(lY 

• passed through ~le Coul60 for two miles. when. turning at right aoglos, 
two more miles broughl .. tbern to tho Columbia. whoso banks wero here 
thickly woodod. t 

On th(l "4tl~ after pursuing the same general course as the river 
for four mil()5~ o\'er spun of hilli, they roached tire Spoko.ne, whioh 
WRS three hundred feel broad o.t its mouth. but which, like the Colum
bia, wus at the time much swollen. Opposite to the mouth of the 
Spokane, there are rocks in the ColumbM, btncath the !urfnce Qf Ule 
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r water. which ca.e rnpids; but there i. no peroeptible fall. aDd the 
barges shoot \hem without difficulty. By the aaistaace of ROme 

Ind ians, with two CAnoet, they crotsed: the river. and breekfuted on 
the opposite side. ThelC Iodinns h:td a lodge closo by, aDtl were in 
number twelve. the greater pan (If whom were women and children. 
Many of the lauer, like olhe ... they had mel with, were ltOCurod upon 
boards, for which purpose, instead of cord, strips of ak in were aBed. 
The~ Indians reported that 00 salmon had been CIIUght. 00 which 
account ll.ey were liYing on 1\ kind of carp. They had wilh them • 
number of dogt, which nre kept about their lodges: ':IC8e anitnell havo 
but liuIe 10 recommend them, for they are iII.shapen, and of a dingy 
white colour. or tbclC dogs but little use is made. for thoy are .eldom 
employed io hunling. ntKl. the Indians never cat them; ooilher are any 
of them killed, however large the litter of puppies may be. They. 
howc\'cr, cost nOlhillg to keep, for they arc not fed, except with the 
offal of fish and birds, whieh aecounts for the wretchedness of their 
aRpearanc:e. 

Lieutenant Johnson and Mr. Maxwcll now determined to pay It.. 

"iail to the missionaries who werc stationed al Chimikaine, distant 
only half a day's ride. The rest of thc party proceeded along the 
baoh of the Columbia to Fort Colville. a post of the Hudson !tay 
Company, ncxt in importance to Vancouver. While pursuing this 
object, they lost thei r way, nnd were forced to encamp for the night 
on the banb of the Columbia. 

On -t11'e' 15th, Q.t 4 r . .)I., they reached Fort Colville, after hoving 
experienced some difficulty in riding their Indian horses up 10 the gate; 
for the wagons. poultry, pigs, cabins, and other Objects of civi lization, 
excited no liule alarm 10 their animals. 

In the mean time, Lieutenant JolinlOn, in company with l\fr. Max· 
well. Pt-?Cccdcd up lila Spokane. which, for the firstrten miles, tina,a 
COUI1!C of\:asl·soulheaat . The route passes t~.rough much fine soonery. 
and on the southern side of Ihe river the hills form terraces, clothed 
wilh gran, and having a few pines growing upon t.hem. Tbc pines 
yield nn agreeable shade, and the banks offer numerous beauliful ,i tel 
for dwellings. 

The river itsclf,i8 pretty : its waters are tranfparent, lind it i. joined 
in ita course by many bubbling brookL To judge from the number of 
sheds for drying salmon, it mUlt abound with that fish. The average 
width of the .... earn wa. about two hundred feet. 

Afier leaving the Spokll .... lhey rodo in a northeast direction. oYer 
hills covered with piDos, and through valleY' rieh with fine mcadow.; 
and, after a ride of lhilty4ive mU.,. from the moutb of tho Spobne. 
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reached the miuionary station of Chlmikaioc. Here they \etlrnCd thnt . 
neililcr of the two missionari8ll, Messrs. Walker ood Eell, wa. at 
home. being in aucndnncc on a meeting a t WBltawalla. Their ladies, 
however, received the gentlemen wilh great bospitnlity, and though 
li vi ng in Tough log hUIS, every thing llbuul them was IICrupulCAl:.ly 
clc:.m; they were without any domestic help. but every thing was 
AHended to that could add to the comfort of their guests. They both, 
with their families. seemed happy, cheerful, and contented with their 
,iluation. 

Cornelius. or Bighead, whose native name is Silimxnolylmilnkabok, 
ia chiof of lhe Spokane tribe-not by bir th, but baving g:lined the 
slalion by his shrewdlleS$. With the title, however, he has acquired 
hUI little renlauthority, although he is the most" ioRucotinl or the Flat
head na.lion; fo r his commands are orten opposed with impunity by 
the lowe!! vagabond. and he himself is sometimes personally insulted 
without fear or danger or poniBbment. The dignity of rank. there
fore, it will be seen, is not looked upon with much respect among 
these tribes. Cornelius is about sixty years or age, tall and slender. 
wilh 8 dignified carriage; has II. Ihio, wrinkled facc, and a rar·retreat
ing forehead. He has an cIprCS!lion of intelligence and !Crf-posscssion~ 
which impresses a visiter very favourably. He is rcpre!ICnted as being 
very pious; and. as far 81 outward appearances and loud praying go. 
il certainly ontitled to be 110 considl!red. 

He gh'cs an account of n singular prophecy that was made by one 
of their medicine-men, some fifty years ago, befo~ they knew any 
thing of wMite people, or had heard of them. Coroclius, when about 
ten yeaT"\ of age, was sleeping in a lodge with a great many people, 
:lnd was suddenly awakened by his mother, \Vue culled out to him 
thot the world was falling to pieces. He then heard a great oOise of 
d\j.lI'fder o\'erhe&d, and all tho peoplo crying out in greal., terror. 
Something was falling vCl"y thick. which Lhey ul finst took -for 100W, 

but 00 going ou1they found it to be dirt: it proved to be asbe1l, which 
Iell to the depth of six inches, and increased their fenrs, by caulin~ 
them to suppose tbnt the end of the world wns actually at hand. The 
modicine.man arose, told them to stop their foar and crying, for the 
world was not about to fall to pieces. .. Soon," sttJ d no,·" there wiIJ 
come from Iho rising Slin a diRereot kind of men from tiny you have 
yet seen, who will bring wilh them a bopk, and will teach you ever! 
thing, and after that the world will fall to picce1l." Allbaugh there IS 

nol much reliance to be placed it) tbe Irult! of this story. yet it &hows 
the desire the Indians have to perpetuate the truth; and now that its 
actual fulfilment, 8S tbey say. has come 10 pess, It has acquired grenter 
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( fo rce. and it employed by them 118 an argument why the mbel mould 
cmbrac~ the Christian religion. There is lillie doubt that the fall of 
ashe! lOok place, for mnlly trace! of such phenomena arc to be lOOn ill 
all paris of the middle 8eClion of Orogoo ;. but they had knowledge of 
thc~whitcs long before tho epoch designated. A proof that the while 
race was thon known to tl~m, m-oy be cited io the perSon of a half· 
breed Canadian, who j . now living III Colville, who had served under 
Burgoyne, and been fifty yeura in thil country.t Be.idea tJle appear
ance of the Spaniards, Dnd English under Cook, on tho coast, the 
existence of while men must htl. \'e become known tMough the inter
communication of the different nations. 

, 

Lieutenant Johnson left the mission ti le next afternoon for Colvillo. 
under the guidance of \bc IOn of Col'llclius, and tra veiled through an 
extensive vallcy to the norlh, with hills on either side of from lis: 
hundred to Olle thousand fcct in height. This valley is crossed by 
numerous strenmleLS and brooks, and appears to have a good and 
extremely fertile soil. The largest SLrCam passed was one near Col
ville. on which the Hudson Bay Company have their grist-mill: tbis is 
about finy fcct wide. W ithin ten miles of tbe fo rt, the house of the 
Company's storekeeper was passed, and near to it is found a species of 
while chalk or pigment, which is much used at the fori inalead of the 
common lime whitewash. from wh.ich it is scarcely distinguishable. 
They reached F ori Colville laiC in the artcrnoon. and were all Il000 

made to forget the fatigues of tho journey by the kind aUentions of 
Mess~1'Dona14 and Maxwell, wi had cba rge of the post. 

• 
• Within the lut you,the trait", 011 the top of M_t Ramier and Mount &. l loleu·. 

hue hem in activity_ • 
t ')'hi. luaa .. mil halo IUld i-ny, I.bou(b proUy much of a reprobUc. m . lfIIIy 

_llIed to be cmlited by the ofIioenr oftbe CoIup!U1l .. t FCIft. CoIvi1le. . -• • 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

INJ)rAN TllleES OF TilE I N'l'ER1'oR O F OREGON. 

1 8 41. 

I.";trT~A!fT J OKNIiOH having reached Fort Colville with his party. 
it was determined that they should spend three days there, not only 
to refresh their horses, but to repai r the damngcs which their s3ddles 
Ilnd packs had received. F or these purposes !\fr. M'Donald afforded 
every facility in his po,'cr, besides supplying al\ tbeir wnnts ; nnd re
ceived in payment of the artic les he fu rnished, Lieutenant Johnson', 
orders upon the ship. to be collected through the lluthoritiCll Ilt Van
couver. 

Fori Colville is situated on the enst ba nk of the COlumbia river. just 
above the « cllie Falls.. In this plnce. the river, pent up by the obstruc
tions bel(1W, has fonned 11 lateral channel, which nearly encircles a 
level tract of la nd, containing about two hundred acres of rich lOiI. 

,Of thi:il peninsula, about one hundred a nd thirty acrcll are in c uhiva· 
• • lidtl, ami war crops, cOllllfacd chiefly of wheat , burley, an, f/btalocs. 

There are also raised small quantities of oats, Indian corn, and peas, 
but gu rden vegetnblciJ have never succeeded well. Their failure, ho y,'· 
ever, is to be attributed either to bad seeds or llnskilrul management; 
for the 8Oil, which is 9. rich black loam. mixed with a. portion of 
gravel, seems capable of producing any thing. 

The whole peninSUla has the appearance of havi iirg been deposited 
by the river, and is believed 10 be the only spot of that character 
formed in its wbole eouue. 

There arc two entrances to the fort, frolJl one of wJ.icn Q. road leads 
to the Hour-mill; from the olher there is a path extending along tho 
bank or the river. • 

Fort Colville. like all the ollier posts of the HudlOn Bay Company, 
(413) 
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is surrounded by bigh pickets, with bastions, forming. formidable 
defensive work against tho Indians. \Vithin the pickets ,lithe dwtJU.. 
jngs mId store.houses of tho ComprlnY are enclOSed. 

The peculiar choraclCr of the soil rendors Colvillo soperior, for the 
purposes of cultiviltion, to any other spot on the upper waters of the 
Columbia. 

l'he Kettle Fallll are 0ItC of the gronlcsl curiosities in this part of 
the country. They nrc formed l.Iy a tabular bed of quartz that crot8Ct 
the river, and which, being harder tlum the rocks either above or 
below, has of course suiTered lesil by abrasion, Ilhd thus formed Il 

bnsin that renders the name appropriate. The total descent of the 
waler is fifty feet, Ihoygh the perpendicular full in no place exceeds 
fifteen feet, which js., howe\-cr, more thnn sut1i.cicnl to prevent the 
pnssnge of boots. At the foot of the fnlls the brcodth of the river is 
IwO thpuSIllld three hundred ond Ihiny feet, nnd the rate of the current 
i. four miles un hour. This brendth is SOll)eWhnl narr.owOO by an 
islnnd. about midway of which is the first fall, which is almost entirely 
unbroken. Thence the river forces ita way ovcr It roc ky bed until it 
rcaches the main foil, where the w~'ler is thrown into every variety of 
S/Hlpe nnd form, reselllbling the boiling of a kettle, from which the falls 
deri \'e their name, 

There is nn Indian villoge on the bnnk. uf the groat falls, inhabited 
by a few families, who ore coiled" Quinrlpi," (Basket People,) from 
the circumstance of their usil'lg ba!lkets to catch their fish, (salmon.) 
The lCa!W)1I for the salmtlll.fishery had not yet arrived. 80 thnt our 
gentlemen did not see the manner of laking the fi!h; but 3S described 
to them, rhe fishing apparatus conllists of a large wickor b"sket. BUp

ported by long poles inserted inlO ii, and fixed in the rocks. T"e 
IQwer pan , which is of the basket form. is joined 10 u brand frame. 
Iprend •• IJ; above, against which lhe fi sh, in nltompnng to jump tho 
fnll '" strike, nnd are dtrown back into the bnskct. Tilis basket, during 
the fishing seas6n, il raised three times in the day, (lwc(lly.four hours.) 
and ttt eaeh hlJlll, not un frequently. conlains three hundred fine fialJ, 
A division of those tokcs place tit lunset eRcll oay. undcr the direction . 
of one of the chief men of the villoge. nnd to eor-h fao\ily is "Ikltled 
the number it m~ be entitled to: not ooly t!lc resident Indians. but IlII 
who m"y be tJ.ere fishing. or by accident, are cqunlly included .in the 
distribution. 

At the lower end of lhq fulls ore large mulCS of qUBJ1~ rook. on 
\l'hich the JrnHloe: dry their fish. 1"ew of thti salmon, ."Cn if able 
to pass lhe ~o\f'er filII, ever got by lhc upper one, being geooraUy 
caught bctweca the two falls; cOIIMquoody, above lbiI place ao 
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ll"II1u\On are 14kQn. A short distance below the Kettle Falls, nre the · 
Thompson Rarid~, which begin III the mouth of 1\UII ri\'er, and extend 
for some di!toncc below thai point. 

Fort Colville hns been found 10 be two IhOUS8jld two huodred fiJeI 

above the sea, according to the ofiicers of the Hudson Bay Comp:lOy : 
Ille barometers of our party having" been brokell. it wns no longer in 
their power (0 mensure ,he height This great risc takes plnce within 
the space of fi ve hundred miles, and is unCllualled in soy other twer' 
of so gret\t a size. The cuhi~'o'ion of crops is here the principal object 
of attention, for ,"e whole of the northern !XlSIS depend upon Colville 
for supplies of prollisions. 

• As to cl imale , Ihis region has Ihe reputation of being Il)ore t/liny 
thin the counlry below, hut scasons oc~ur wh~n no rain falls. In the 
summer the temperature varies \'ery considerably in the COUI'&C or 
twenty-four hou1'1. but they have kept no meteorological register, at 
leusl none was kept at the lime of the visit of our party. The tem· 
penuure in summer (July) rises to 1000, and fnlls to 1,20 in January 
nnd February. 'rhe \vintcr commencCll in NO\'ember, and GOw ill 
March. They rrequently have 110:""ers in February, 

The lime of planting the spring whent ill in April; the winter grain 
ill wwn ~n Octohcr, :lnd succeeds oost. particularly ir the aulumn 
shnuld be a wet one. The crops of wheat Are reaped io August. 
1ndian com is not 0. Hurn or good crop: ' it is plnnted in May and 
gnthered in September. PototOCH. beans, and som!) oats. with two 
thousand bushels of wileat, are raised annuallY411lhts place. 

Of fruit; They have those of the count ry, such as th& service-berry. 
strawberry, wild cherry. nod the hawthorn-bel'ry_ These ripen from 
June till Sept&Olber. lmported fruiT-trees hovD not 811 yet succeeded. 
nnd it is thought the spring rrosts are too. frequent nnd revere for 

• • tl~m. , 
This post was establiShed in 1825, nt which lime a but nnd lWO 

cows were introduced from Vancouver. nnd from these nllvo 'prung 
(lHe hundred and ninety-six heod of fine canle. They have likewi.c 
thirt), mares with fonl , alld sixty growll hor~ The horses are little 
used during the winter, nnd are usually turnoo out to shift for them· 
telvell. GA.re i~ however. tnkclI to keep them ill' placCi which nre 
much exposed to the sun. and in consequence lenst covered with 
snow. Though rcprellCnted as hardy onima!lJ, it is deemed prudenl 
10 get them into good condition before Jbe wiQler sets i.n, '0 enable 
them to wi!hstond it. rigoura. 

The number of Indians actunlly resident aboul the falls, is one 
hundred aod fifiy: bUI. during Ihe height of the fishing $C&8oll, lhere 

• 
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' arc ofton De!\rly n thousand. consisting of nil the Spokane tribe. .ho 
are gepcraUy included under the lIamc of Ute Flathead.. TbIIy 
subsist for the most pnrt on T09l/i1, fiah. berries, and game. Al the 
opening pf 'he spriJlg. in Marr.h nnd April, or Ill! lOOn a. the mow 
diSappears, they begin to llCarch for a root reiOmbHog the c.mm ..... 
"'meh they cnll po.x-pox. This hlsts them till Ihe beginning of M.y, 
when it gh<cs ptnco 10 n bilklr root, termed SpatylOR. This is a sklll~r 

• and white rool, not unlike vermicelli in apvcarnocc, and wilen boiled 
it dissolves inlO II while jelly, like arrOW-TOOt. It hDS B bitler but nOt 
di'9greeablc flavour, and is re-narkub1e for growing in grnv.clly soils., 
wilcrc nothing else will thrive. In June, the iltWll, or camilla., 
(lomes in season, and is found in grenter quantities than the others, 
all over the country, particularly io djo mcadow-grounds. This root 
WBS thought by mony of tiS to have tho tnste of boiled chestnutfJ 
Before this faila, the salmon make thci r appcnrance. and during lhe 
summer months the lndinn!l enjoy a very plentiful supply of food. 
While tlle men are employed fi~hing, the women arc buer digging 
tho cummass, which moy be termed the principal occupations of the 
two IICXCS. They devotc fl portion of their time 10 the collection of 
bcrriCl, a work which i, principally the duty of tbe younger part of 
the tribes. 

In September nnd October, the salmon still claim their attention: 
allhough they are. after having deposited their roes, quite exhausted and 
about to perish. ret lhese are dried for their wjnler consumplion; and 
unless they had J'tCQurse to these. much want would ensuc, which i, 
alwnYII the case if the salmon should be scarce. ' 

In October, they dig an inferior root, somewhat of the shape of a 
pannep. that is called by tho Indians mesani: il has a peculiar taite, 
and whcn bnkod is of a black colour. Aftcr this ha, disappenred, 
they dq"eod upon their slores of dried food, and gl'l'ne~iocluding ben .... 
deer, bad~rs. Iquirruls, und wild-fowl; whic.n .hoy 80fJletimes lake in 
great quantities. Thcac, however, fail tJlem at limes. and it then 
pnerally happeOl that !heir salmon becomes e:w:hausted al90. when 
they arc obliged to have recourse to the moss, the preparation of which 
has been beforo spoken or. and which can be tc8rcely more than suffi
cient to sustain lh&.m until the . pring again returns, and brings them 
abe uU1'l1 round of tOad. Like.1I AVOgcS, they arc impro\;denl, aDd 
,-Ice no thoogbt whatever ror Ihe ruture. They are sa prodigal in .U 
other lhinga ... in their domestic economy. and frequently waste ultolee 

'1bu might be quite useful if [aken care of: their health suR'ert &om ... 
Ame C81J11e" Not\\jlh,Ulnding. in nJllheir usual ~.lhey ... 'DOl 

deYOid ot _pail)'. and fr~quellt !heir diftillrent filhing~pIaoeI aD4 "'"" 
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ground, reg .... arly in the season, and follow the &ame mode of changing· 
their residences, as has been heretofore noticed when speaking of the 
Niaqually tribe. They usc jn general the ,imple. rush mats on pole. 
ror their tents in IJUmmer, which, wilh the (ew nccCllSaries they have, 
art! readily moved from place to place. on Iheir horses. 10 this way, 
they pursuc a regular round, :lnd are to be fouod in too returning 
IClISon, very DCar the sarno spot, if oot actually on it. They ought, 1 
think, to be deemed a wandering or nomadic race. 

AI (nr 8.'1 our obl'Crvalions have gonc,-:md they have been coo'" 
firmed by lOme 01' the intelligent officers of the Hudson Day Company: 
-tho Flnltlcads or Spokano tribe. hold an inlcnnodiate place, in their 
physical auributcs, between the Indians of the coast and thoee ..of tbo 
Rocky Mountains. In sllIturc aod proportions., they arc superior to 
the Lower Chinooks and Q.hickeelcs tribe; but inferior to the Net: 
PCt~s. Ln bodily sLrCnglh, they have been found muctl inferior to tbe 
whiles. 

Their usual drcu: is a shirl, leggins of deer-skin. and moccasins; 
all of which arc much ornamented with fringes and beads. They 
wear a cap or handkerchief of some sort on their bead: these, with a 
blanket. form their summer clothing; in winlcr, a buffalo-robe ill 
added. 

'.rhi .. tribe caB scarcely be said to be under any general govern
ment; Ilt least it iii certain that none is regularly organized or acknow
ledged. They appear now to roam in small bands, as may best suit 
their temporary com'enience; but these join for mulual support agbinst 
their mon! powerful enemies. tbe Pikani or Blackfeet. In bygone 
days. Ihese small tribes contended against each other wilh great bilter
ness i but by the beneficial influence exercised over them by the HudfIQn 
Bay Company. th.ey have been induced to live together in peacOi and 
iMcrmarriage:s among tho tribes now frequently take place; :,. which 
cue. it is said, ~hat the flUsband a lmost invariably joins tfte tribe. to 
which h~ wife belongs, under the idea tllnt among her own family and 
frieoos eho will be beUcr able to provide for her husband nnd children'. 
wanll. This also may prooeod from theJoct of the influence the 
womoo possess; for they always assume much outhority in theil' tri1¥:. 
and lift! held in high reapeet. They have charge or.the lodge and the 
&lOre", and their eoosent ill necessary for the usc of them; for "ner 
cmnin!l inlo their poqe,!ijon, these articles .reconsidered lhe women'. 
own. Where suGh a 810te of things exists, it OlOy ~adily 00 inferr~ 
tlut.tlbt domestic ties are not very weak; nod they are reputed to hne 
• IIU'Ocag aHecuon for their children Ilnd neurest relatin!s. In this 
teIp8Ct they .re unlike the Nez Perc~. and_Some of ,he other ~8 • 

• 
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nnd hUlle nlways been remarked fur their atlention!! and kindDell to 
the infirm and aged, who orc firsl to ~ prodd9'i for. One of their 
~USlol1l5 woukl. ho"'cver, go to prove that those good qualifieR cannol 
exist in tho dcgrQC in which some represent it. When 8ft Jodiaa: of 
this Ir100 dIes., lenvjn~ young children who arc not able to def'end 
themselves. his other relatives 8C;r.c upon his properly, and particularly 
the horaes, which he may hat'c len. The on l,lI excuse they oner for 
t1>is kind of roboory and desertion is, that their rothers did so before 

"them. 
• I have before said, that there iJl no authority r&ogniscd in their 
chief, at IC:l.st 90 far fUI the power to inAiCl punishments for crimes or • 
disorders is concerned; There is. however, otlen a principal man, 
who.. irem the cirolllnslancc of posscssing wealth, intelligence, and 
character, and sometimes from birth, onitoo, obtains R sort of control 
~or chiena,n~hip', rand exerci!les an authority over others from his per· 
sonal infhlt't'lCf\ ruling more by pe~unsion thau Ly command tbrough 
sanction of htw. The extcnt of his authority must of couree depend 
uponlhe individual's own temper: if be were a determined character, 
he might nl) doubt exercise very considerable power. 

Punishment for crime is generally inflicted by the tribe" lind fre. 
(Ioenlly goes 80 far us If) cl:pcl the delinquent; but J understand thaI 
the circumstances under which the crime wus committed, have grelt 
influcnce in their decisions, and that tbey nre for the mr.tsl part just. 
Punishment is not by ooy means certain, (In inSlunce of which occur· 
red in tbe case of Corneliull sending the very mon with horses, which 
had been hired of him, who had the year before, On a simlhlr errand, 
cheated him out of the stipulated 'pay. The cilicf had 00 redress for 
this wtbug. and mo~ver, felt obliged again to employ the SArnc per. 
SOD, from fear. as was supposed, of exciting the ill.wiJI of his friends 

.. or lriboc> 
, . 

As ret!Ptcts- the belief of tbese Indians in a Sup~e Being, they 
hod a very confus6d idea. Their ceremonies were connected with 
their superstitions, and one or the most remarkable of these was called 
.. huwash." This -result. (rom the belief thlll tho I'Ipirit within a person 
may be SCpllrated from the body ror a ahon lime, without the person 
being awnre of i~r jts causing death. provid¢ it be quickly restored 
to him. Thill accident of losiug the spirit il supposed 10 become first 
known to the medicinc.:man in a dream. whQ cOQl,municatea it to the 
unhappy individual, and who, in relUm, immediutoly employe bim &0 
recover it:. Dpring a "hol~ night the rnodiciQO.rnan will be eeppd 
in hunfing h up. passing froOl one lool:,"C to another • • ingill8 aDd .uainf. 
Townrdl moraiog. they r'cLire into a separate lodge, which II 010_ up 

• 
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and made perfectly dark, when a em"it hole i, made in the top. 
and the !pitils descend through it in the shape of small bils of bone: 
diOse ore roccivcd OQ a mai, 0. fire is made, and the spirils belonging 
to n number of their friends already dead. afO picked ouL The 
medicine-mnn then SClcclllhe particular spirit of each individuall're. 
8I}nl, maKcs all sit down. tulles tbe bone represcnting hili spiril, und 
lays it on the hend of the individual, among hi! hair. with many invo
cations nnd grimaces, till it is supposed to descend into the heart of the 
ind.ividuol, and resume its former place. When all the spirits are thus 
restored, the whqlc parly make a contribution of food, and a feost 
ensues, of which the remainder belongs to the medicine.man. Jr. per
chance, in lICiccling the spirits of the dead, a living one should be taken 
up, it is thought thnt tLe living person would immediately die. 

Tohun is the Dame of (lnother ccremony, only performed early ill 
the spring, for the purposo of insuring abundance of deer, fish, berries, 
and roots. This consists in tliking up healed Itonel, and plunging 
thorn in water, out of which Ihey draw thom with their hands. Il is 
only performed when they ha ,·o eaten nothing for a day, or ILfC, 

according to their acceptation nf the term, .. clean." tr they have 
,'iollltOO this rule, they bclievo that the hot 8t0068 will burn !llcir 
fingers. This ccremony is sBid to last severnl daya, and includes 
singing Bnd dancing, walking barefoot nnd nearly naked aPeu! the 
villago, nnd many other sueb like prnnka. The medicino-men also 
onact the lame kind of mummeric:s o\'er the !lick all ha,ve been hereto
fore dctcrihed. 

They ho\'o, in common with the olher tribes, many traditions COII-• nected with the rj"crJ and remarkable featu ros of their country. , In 
these tho 'prairio-wolf bears ulwnys a conspicuous pllrl. Thi. wolr 
wns not an object of worship, but W8I suppoaed 10 be endowed with 
supeJnatural powers, and to merl them in many way~. On one occa
l!iolf," it if:! rcluteJ that lhq wolf Wall del'irouil of hlLvit:lg 1\ JVlte. nod 
"isited the tribe _n to Spokane for that purpose, demanding 11 young 
woman in m:uriag . 'I'his reqU05t being gra nted, he promised that 
the sulmon should be abundant. and for this purpose he raised the 
rapids, thnt they mignt be caught witli fucHity. After he had been 
gratified ill this fu"zt ilUtnnce, he made Ihe lame roquest of the olhers, 
IImong thern. of the Skellui (Coour d'Alene) tribu, "'ho we~ the ooly 
ones to refu.e; he thereupon formed the great fnlls of the Spokane, 
which have 6\'Cr siDce prevented the fish from ascending to their 
tenitory. • 

Among the F I.thead. Ihey hn ve names for the monlhst correaronding 
1'01,. IV 51 
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' (0 the hmations. which are conncclcd with their habits. and the c1imeta. 
They arc as follows. viz.: 

• SUMiki, Jan\l&ry. 

Bq~ ""'. "-ebruary, 
SkiniranWJ, .. kind of hol'b, Maroh. 
Sk.polk, MOW ,0IIIl, ApriL 

81N1111.., bitw root, May. 
Staqum.uo-, lOin, to ',oot-(T'OIIft'i, J~. 

hlwa, -~ ... J ull' 
S& .nlllku, ~ 
Selall'lp. hot; itlthcrillJ broonu, ' '\1'"'' 
Sltel~ exha ... ted ...tmon, Sep&cmber. 
Sliu.i, dry moon, Oc1.Obcr. 
Kinui-etJlfUtiu, ~mll.kin,. NOYeDIber. 
Kumakw&1&, Il mow lnoon.. """" "". 

Of the more northern part of tbe Oregon Territory, through the 
kiodoesa 0' tbe offi cers of the Hudson Day Company uqd tcsid,en1s. 1 
obtained much jntcr~st.inlJ in'(ormation, little oJ which has, I believe, 
boon yet communicated tp lhe public. J was a.8 dciirous as !tlr. H"lc 
himself, lIlal be should make II trip to the northern posla of the Com
pnn~' , aner our departllI'C from the. country, but there were .crioue 
obstaclrnl which prevented his aoing so . • Besides, it would have 
causcd him 11 de tention of levcral -monlhs, or 118 vc e~po&ed him. to Ion 
arduoUII journey during the depth of wioter, which' he wi.eIY deter-
mined to o.void. ~ • 

The ope-raiion, or the Hudson Bay Company o'~er the DOrthem 
portion of Oregon, which is included in their maps undqr the namo 
of New Caledonia, are vory oXloosive, and in this aoction they have 
rube poSl&. 0 

At Colville. the number of beaver-skins pUTcbasod it but small. and 
the packs wmch accrue annually from it and il'l two outposts, Ko~~nie 
and F',atl,cad. with the purcillucs made py a person w.ho travels 
through the Flathead country. amolJot ooly to forty, i!:.cluding tile bear 
and wolf Ekins. Muskrats. martens, and foxe., are tho kinds mOlt 
numcroUi in Ihia DClighbourhood. The outposts abovo-mentioned arc 
in charge of a CaOlidilUl t~ader, who rOceiva bis out61. from Colville, 

Fort ChillcOI'tell il a clerk', _aboD. in I"titudo :;so )0' N., on lhe . 
ehilleoaten brant'ti of Fraser'" river. .The Chilleoatcns _fer a amall 
tribe. ftBmbarlng aboui sixty faQ'lilies, and only four packs of peltrim 
ue mMe.hy them. A pack i. equal to fifty-five beaver·lIlIiot of ~ 
.-he: .......... k~ COIl' O')e foot aDd a half of IobaeCO' (fOW ktPd)t 
or ~ an !KWht .;'. b1aakot. 0·' ... • ~ • 

• 
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At Fort Alexandria, in latitude 52? 30' N., the point where the" 
navigation of Froscr's river ill begun by the northern brigade. on their 
woy north, II. chief G-nder rCllides. T wenty or thirty packl orc mode 
hore, seven of which are bca~'er. A few cnnie nro kept at Alexl1ndrio. 
about which is tbe only small open space in the northern country that 
is cleared. the rest being covered with a dense forcst, consisting prin
cipally of different species of firs, with some birch, willow, alder. 
poplar, nnd maplc trees. The Niscolins are a small tribe. and number 
but twenty families. 

Fort George i, another stlltion, at the junction of Stuart's and Fra
ser's rivers. It hils II. few cattle, nnd provides during the year a few 
packs. A clerk of tho Company is stationed there. 

Fort Thompson, OD lhe Kamlooj>s river, lics"'in 500 38' N., longitude 
1200 7' 10" W. Fraser's, Babine, and M'Leod's, on the lakes of the 
&'lme names, together with thai of Fort Sl. James, on Stuart's Lake, 
the residence of Mr. Ogden, Ilre all places of trade, and yield a pr~ 
fitab lc return for the expenditure and labour employed in maintaining 
them. All these, os I ha\'e before stated. are under the direction of 
Mr. Ogden, who is a chief factor, and has charge of the department of 
New Caledonia. The Company arc now extending their posts to the 
northward, behind the Russi an settlemc",s, where an officer of the 
Company {!\Lr. Campbell} has been exploring. During the summer, 
the travelling in this country is performed on horseback or in ca noes ; 
but in winter. when the ground is covered to a great depth with SIlOW. 

and the rivers frozen , the only mode of journeying)s on snow-shoes. 
or in sledges drawn by dogs. These animal! draw a weight of two 
hundred .pounds. The snow-shoes require to be six feel long and 
eighteen inches broad; and notwithstanding the encumbrance they 
might be supposed to cause, it is not uncommon for individuals in the 
COI"\pany's serv¥:e to travel for days together n distance of t~irty-five 
miles a day. • .. • 

This part of the country is inhabited by the two great nations of the 
north, the Takali, and Atnahs or Sbouswaps: the former ate also 
known by the name of the Carriers. The limits occupicd by these 
two nations are shown on the map. The language of the Takali is a. 
dialect of the great Chippewayan family, which, tlr. Ogden informs 
me, iii spoken over the whole cont inent, as for 3S Hudson'iI Day. They 
do not exlend to the coast, but have frequent conleats with the co:!!t 
tribes about Fort SimplOll. although they ne\'er hflve actual war. On 
the ellst nrc the Siconi, who are a nation~f hunters. living beyond the 
RockyMounlains. They speak a dialect of the same language, hut 
are totally different in thcir customs and chnrncter from the Carriers. 
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"'he laller, indeed. differ from all the tribce around them, and the great 
family to which their longuage PQint8 them oul as belong ing. They 
arc describod as bei ng of a lighter complexion than the more lIOuthcrn 
trihcs. Their fcatore! arc larger: this is particularly tho CDiC with 
the (cmnles. They somewhat rCflCmble tho Indiana of the Columbia, 
but are a taller !lnd better-looking l1lCC. The Carrion arc excessively 
filthy ill their hllbits. and they have the character of being equally 
depra ved and prone to sexua.l indulgences. Amoog the women, 
chastity is said to be unknown. They arc proverbially borren, and 
almost evory indi vidual IH iofected with that loath..,me disease, the 
venereal. Abortion i. constanlly practilCd among thorn, both before 
and dler marriage. • 

Formerly they dresstd in robes m8;de of mnrmot-skins, which arc 
taken in grenl qunntitie. on the Rocky Mountains. They nre now 
clothed in anicles of European manufacture. nnd obtain a plentiful 
supply of them. 

'I'heir houses are built after the fBshion of log cabins, of small pine 
saplings. which arc kept ill an upright posilion by posts. The roof. 
unlike those of the southern tribes, is of bnrk. Their summer hooses 
are of len as much as seventy feel long . nnd about fifteen foot high. 
In winter they occupy dwellings of le!tl size., which a re oflen eov red 
with grnY and eanh. Some of them live ill excavAtions in the 
ground. which they cover with ellorth, leavi ng only an aperture in Ibe 
roof, which tcrves both as on entrance for themselves, and as a vent 
for the smoke. 

They jive c hiefly upon sftlmoo, although there are lOme Qther kinds 
of fish which they toke. They oblain. by hunting, n few doer, bears, 
and IKlme smaller a nimnls, which they cal or seU. Greal Du"mbert of 
wiid.fowl, which, at times, nlmost cover their rivers aDd lakes, are 
captured by them. • '" 

They tall prefer their meat putrid, and (sequent':,' keep it until it 
smeUs 10 strong as to be disgusting. Patts of the .-<moo they bury 
under ground for two or three months to putrefy. and the morn it is 
decayed the greater delicacy they consider it 

Like lhe I'ClI t of the Jodian tribel. they have their own peculiar 
manner of taking the nsh, 'Y11ich is quite ingeoiouL For this pUJPOIC 
they build a weir I!>across Ihe strdam. haYing an opening ooly in one 
place. at which they affix a basket three feet in diameter. with the 
mouth made 80ffiewhat li~e thalof an eel-trap, through which Uooe 
the 6 ... can iil'1(l a (l88S8ge.. On the side of thi s basket it a bole, to 
whicb i.J auaebed a . maller bas~et, into which the fillb paSll from the 
large one, aDIl unoot return or eecape. Thill L. .oon fil~. nd be-

• 
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comes elO1JCly packed by their rushing into it, when it is taken up and' 
replaced without disturbing the larger one. 

They have IJOmo kind. of roots or vegetable food. which with the 
berries, are formed into cakes. They are exceedingly fond (if oilll, 
nnd drink largo quantities of them, wl.ie ll they procure (IUm fish, 
bears, &c. Tbcae tbey also use outwn.rdly, mixed witb coloured 
pigments, 

The moat remarkable custom of these Indiana thnt was related 10 

me, i. the monner in which they conduct tbeir funeral riles. Jf 11 man 
dies leaving a ".dow. she is subjeet to uudcrgo nn ordeal. perhaps 8 S 

severe as any of tho savage practices that prevail elsewhere on a 
similar occasion. The corpse is always burned; the funeral pile is 
built and the body placed upon it, aDd whilo"thc fire is lighting, the 
widow is compelled by the relations of thc decealCd 10 lie on it until 
UJe heat becomes intolerable; and if sbe attempts to break Oul, they 
Dol unfrequently thrust her back, when she is orten saverely burned. 
At other times she is obliged LO pat t.he breast of her husband until it 
is consumed, by which she suffers, and nol unfreqocotly fnlls into ,he 
flames without receiving any assistance from tile bystsoders. After 
the body i. consumed , she is obliged to collect tbe ashel and deposit 
them in a small basket, which she must always carry about with her 
She afterwards becomes the servant or .Iove of his relations, who 
exact of her tho severeat labour, and treat her with overy indignity. 
This luts for two or three yenrs, at the cnd of which time a grand 
fcast is given by the relatives, when the ashes are pu~ inlo 0 box, which 
is placed .pn a POlt len feet high, daubed with representations of 
anima!;l, men, &.c.; there they are allowed 10 remain unlil the pDIIt 

decoys. • The--widow i.s now released from servitude. and is 8tlibcrty 
to marry again. 
)'his tribe. likp the olben, has priest! or medi~ine-men, who practise 

incanlntions. W~en a body is burned. tho priest prctend!ttg rooeive 
the spirit of the deceased into hi. hands, which he closes with many 
gesticulations. This spirit he is thought to be able to eommunicote to 
others living. o.nd when he has IClccted the person, he throws hit hands 
towards him, and o.t the SIlrne lime blQwl upon him, after which the 
perKIn tail.os lhe name o( the deceased, in addition to his own. In elise 
of the death of a chief, or man of higher rank, th'rs belief offord. the 
priest an opportnnity of acquiring much influence, and perpetuating his 
power .nd consequence. 

Fn..er'1 river takes itl rise in this r.sion, and flows through it. 
Tho country is alao well watored brlhe numerous streams flowing 
from the mountain.. The Company's purly never navigate the Fra-

• 
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"scr', river below Fort Thompson. Sir George Simp~on, who passed 
do\'m it in 1828. slated Ihal he found the Ilovigotion 10 dangerous and 
difficult tn:!.! it was almost 10laUy impracticoble. If it had oOered any 
mcilitics for no\"igation, the difltll.nce it would have saved in the trans
portnlion of their good! for the northern POflts, would have caused the 
adoption of .he route. This will rcadily be perceived by simply 
estimating the distances. From Vancouver to Okollogan is Ihree 
hundred miles -by wRter, with fou r portnges; tu'ld from Okonllgan to 
Fort Thompson by land, olle hundred and tiny miles; thence to Fort 
Alexondria, one hundred nnd twenty. and as mueh"more to Fort Sl. 
James, one hundred and twenty mile!: lotal .. seven hundred Dnd 
twenty miles, that occupy nearly sixty days in trtlvelling, two-thirds 
of which time is em~ycd in going .from Fort Okonogon to Fort St. 
James. This distance, without loadJl, nnd with expedition, mny be 
travelled in twenty days. 

Tbe climate of this northern section of country is unfavourable 10 

agriculture, m' consequence of ita being situated between two ranges 
of mountains. the Rocky Mountains 011 the cast, and the extension of 
tOe ClIscade Range on the west. Both of these ore CODIIUUltly covered 
with soow, notwithstanding which, the climate is said not to be re
markably 8C\'ere. Snow, howc\'er, lies on the ground from November 
till April or May, and on an average six feet deep. From the end of 
May till the beginning of September, fires ca n be dispensed with; for 
the rest of the year they are nec.essa ry" 

There are- many spots of fertile lan4 along the rivers. but the ea"y 
frosts are a great obstacle to agriculture. Potatoes, tu .... ips. wheat, 
and barley. are, however, raised at Fort AlexRndria and For,t George; 
but at the more northern, as SI. Jamcs, Bobine, and FI'llM'lr"II, only the 
two former vegetabletl ca n be cul! ivBtOO. Catllc are now in consi-
deroble numbers at most of the posts. ( ..... 

On t\1Cc 19th, Lioulr,nnnl Johnson was prepared"t3 dcpaJ'1, witti his 
party, having recruited his horses nnd mended hill" accoutrements. 
The kindoosll of Meiers. M"Donald and Muwcll supplied all their 
wants. and enabled the pArty to lea\·c Colvillo in a better !!Itate than 
they had originally deputed from NiBlJually. 

To these genl~men my thanks are espocially due for their attentions 
to tho officers, ~ho all spoke in high terms of tho kindncSfl they 
received. A(\er their departure, they found that the lodiea of the 
establimmeol had been equally mindful of their comforts, in not only 
filling their huenackt. but in 8upplying them with moccasin .. 

The le"tude we. ascertained, by ob!erva tion. al the fort. to be ... 
38' 16" N.loasilud. " .. 04' 00" W. 
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After leaving tho fort, they pur!lucd n southerly direction. for the . 
mieionory station of Chimikaine. This ia called after the name of the 
plain in which it is situated, which iSlranstaled "The Plain of pring •• " 
from the faet that, a few miles above the mission st:l.lion, in the vnlJc~ 
the IItreams 1018 themfKllvcs in tho carth, and after passing under ground 
for I\oout five miles, burst out again in Iprjngs. 

At the lime of their visit to the Keltic Falls, the Indians wef(! em· 
ployed in spearing the salmon, which is almost the doly modo used 
for taking them during the first of the 800500. III this they arc very 
expert; and to p an Indian thus engaged, is an interesting sight. 
He stand. on the edge of the foaming pool, with his spea r poi!lCd and 
pointed, his body in constant and graceful motion, and hia eye inlent 
upon lIi8 object. When he disco\"en a fish w"hin reach, he instanlly 
do.rUJ tho !!pC"r with unerring aim, and secures his prize. 

They arrived at lhe station at a convenient hour, and found thaI the 
Jwo gentlemen of the miSliion had returned, and now united wilh their. 
wi\?es in as warm a reception as tile lutter had giveo them on a former 
occasion. '. 

The ladies of thfs mission, with some othcl"8, IlBd travelred actou 
the .Rocky Mountaine Tram tho Uniiod States. The missionrrries had 
brought c/J.u.le with thom, aod had been now lIeulcd here for two yeal"!. 
I understood that their presebee~had been not only of much advantage 

" 19 the Indians, who had profited somewhat by their example, bot~l.o 
in a. greater deg[cc to the officers of tho Hudson B.'lY Company, bY' 
'aOording them an opportunity of educating \heir children. and in-
atructing l~m in tho art of tho dairy. • ... 

According to Mr.-Ecls, tbe Indium arc glad to h::l.\'e whites settle 
among them. tho.t they may procure by 'that "means the ... fine ~bings" 
which Ihey lO.01uch covet. The conclusion they come to)s, Ihe more 
ths.-whilos come, the more Ihoy mUlit ~eeeive. They are particolarly 
partial to the~ns .. an.tl frequen1.ly refer· back to the time..,.,tkn thc~ 
was rivalry- in i \o trade. ~, 

The mis~ionariclt represent lhe Indians 8'S being vet:)' easily actuated 
by impulse5, nod impatient pf restraint; but that, thol.lgh quick.tempered, 
thcy are nolsullctl,: a rovengeful spirit i9 alwaY' disco.IJr1I:gcd,-in9ced 
it is elteemed. 'a merit to be. ptltient I.Inde( an il)i,!ry. Public Opil!ioll 
hal .. very powerful inftueece upon them, Dnd, fo~pvagcs are more 
~eplible of ridielJ~, to the uttcq.oce oJ which Ihei~ langl,loge ' ill " 
peculiarly adapted. .Although ,here is but litlle government in families, 
atilf tlley are well be1\aved i. aod it is prove,bial tbat thy !l!'ldot~ qua,rl'O\ 
among themselveS. . Gener.9sity and. wealth afe the two quah~caliOos 
that give moat consequence: after t~ oomea nobie Wood. 
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.: Their adoption of names is arbitrary, and a (1)1'I.\,1itoul circumstance 
is froquently seizecl upon to gralify the p:lSsion for a change. The fir!! 
narne they bear is generally taken from some circumstance at the 
cnild's birth. and in aftcr lire olhurt arc added to the first, Bm~. there 
ure few individuals but are well 8upplied with them. 

The missiomlries have succeeded in inducing many of the SpokBne 
tribe of Indinns to reside ncar them, which a.ffords ,ao opportunity of 
nltcndiog to their temporal wanls, os WflU AS of giving them instruc
tion. 

On their way, they met a party of Pend' Oreill~ Indians. digging 
the cam mass-root. Some of these were purchued that had been 
cooked with the Oregon sunflower, which imparted to them the tallc 
of moiancs. • 

Shortly after their arrivBl, they were joined by two Canadian froo 
trappers, whom our pBr1y WBI -delirOUI of procuring 81 guides; but it 
WBa soon fouDd lhat lhey were ignorant of the country, and not trust
worthy. 

The cUSloms of the Jndians. in relation to the treatment of femaies. 
ure singular. On tho first appearance of the menICS. they are fur
nished '" ilh provi.iollS, and !!eot intu the woods. to remain concealed 
for two days; for they have a 8upctltition, that if a man should be 
seen or met with during that time, death will be tho conseqoooce. At 
the ' cnd of the second day. the womao j, permitted to return \0 the 
lodge, wben she i. placed ill a hut jUlt large enough for her to lie in at. 

I full lenglh, in which abe i, compelled to remain for twenty day ... cut 
off from all comm~njc8tion with her friends. and i. obliged)u bide hor 
face at the appearance of a man. Provi,iell' arc 9uppJied Jw- daily. 
After thi •• the i8 requited to perf"orm repealed ablution .. btdOre .he 
enn resllme her place in the ramily. At every return, the womon go 
into secll1lioo for two or more daYL 

Whed- ,,1 childbirth, thoy are .till r:nOTe }lllrdly .. :elltod. OOing'rc
quired. to keep . tricdy to the hut, whence thoy are Mt 'Illfered to be 
mo\·ed. h.owever ill thoy lI)ay be. Death oleo enlUfll, iD CODlCquencc • 

In caee of ill .... , very few comforts are allowed the ,wi.. ia coose> 
quenee of the c&allom that alilhe prl'DOD\a .. beut • death..bod inUit be 
buried. with the bo6y. They have no media ..... ,cept for toni or 
wound.. c;. 

The coojuron. or mediciDeomlDo aN employed 10 ellre di __ • aad 
..,. .... ....- oimil., to tbooo _ioaod i.o _u.. of doe Na& - . A.8er"tIt, burial tak. place wilhi. a lew hour.. no corp1It ;, 
•• Ibed, _pped in .kiM, willi the ~ douWecI up..od &beD put ~ 

• 
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II g'tI,lfO three feot deep. which is surrounded and covered wilh slooc",. 
and 8licks, to prevent the wolvC8 geuing at it. 

Widows are not allowed to change their dress for a"whole year. 
The men may tnke Ilod put away their wives at pleasure, alld both 

parties may marry again. The greatest requisite lIOught for in a wir\,: 
is her cap3bility of providing fooc.l, Polygamy was and is still prac
tised, Where this ill the case, or where many lumilies reside ill the 
!lame locIt,rQ, each family or wife hIlS Ii 8Cparate fire. In marriages, 
permission is first asked of the cilief, then the consent of the parents 
is BOught for, and. afterward8 that of the intcnded. If she object. it i. 
conclusive; if aceept;\nco takes place, the groom gives from one to live 
horses 10 the brido's l)lltems, they have a pow-wow, 8'xJ the marriage 
is concluded. They arc ollen espoused in iof .. ncy, uut it iK oot con· 
sidered a8 binding on either sine. The squaws sometimes make pro
posal$ to the mell. In other cues, young g irls ore contracted for, 
(HId the price paid down , some years in ad vance of the marriageable 
age. 

The missionaries Illld,:lS J uodcflltood. udopted the following rule 
in relation LO these connexions: nil who olready had wives were 
required to mnintuin them. but no now ones were 10 be taken. JII 
conSCflucnee of this regulAtion, there have been no new instances of 
polygamy. 

Tho number of Indians that are suppo8ed to speak dialcels of tlte 
Flathead l(1nguagc. is thought by tho missionaries to be about five 
thousand. Their weapons have Uoon boWil and nr,row8, which they 
still lOse fOI smnH gtlme: the IIrrows have iron points, bot they usc 
gUlls in preference for killing tho larger animals. 

On Ihe 21st of June, at 3 1'. M., the party left the mission, being ue
companied 00 thcir way several miles by Mr. and 11i ts. Wolker. AOer 
ri<1\rig len miles , in 11 southerly direction, they reached .lhe Spokane 
river. and found ift'but one hundred feet wide, with lL curre'tt~f three 
Bnd a hnlf milet nn hour. They SWllffi their hone!! nerOlS, and pusll6d 
over themselves and lugga;;e in a canoe. wllicll i. alw3Y. left at tllis 
point, to ferry persons ovor. 

Tile formation of the country was nnw lava or trap. of which rock 
the latitude of 4S" N. '!!Cerns to be lho limit, after which it gives P!:'!'CI) 
to granite. Thill was found to be the C8!Ml niSI'> in t~e Straita of Fuca, 
where tho sume paralJel ill the dividing li ne of the Iwo reeks; and, 88 

lar as our opportunities nnd information went, there 1IQCms to be but 
little doubt that this line eXleods (rom the sea-cooBt 10 Lhe Rocky 
Mountnins. 'Ve may, therefore, confidently Btate, that tbe whole 
portion of the Oregon Territory to the BOuth of the Spokane, it of 

VOl.. rv. .. 
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~ ignooUi formal ion : it is comparati\'ely- level, and offers a fine example 
of the oki.fathionod flinty trap. 

The tract or country from the mission 10 the Spokane is ralher 
Atolile. and but uliuly wooded, with spruce, larch, and pine, neither 
of which is of greal Ilizc. The banks or margin of the til'cr, for lOme 
distance on ench side, is formed of sand and g ravel, wilh • few alder 
Dnd willow bushes. The old chiof, Bighead, joined the party here. 

On the 22<1, they travelled thirty miles in on easl.northeasterly 
direction, from tho Spokane. The country they passed over would 
be called hill,v. with lakes and open g lades iotcrvc\"Jng: tho soil wns 
poor, with sand nnd stonos; a few !Icallcroo pines were soon on the 
hills, and around the lakes were cotlon-wood and willow bushes. 

On the 23d, aner iO:rn\'elling fi\-e miles, they reached fl. camp of 
SllOkane Indians, in number nboulthrcc hundred, at the entrnnee of u 
fine meadow, where they had 11 number of horses fceding, white they 
were pro(jnring Ihe cnmmass-rool. ']'he (U1mhcr of lodges was twenty, 
some of which were conienl , ond of bunalo.-s.kins. With this parly were 
an Indion and u Cnnndinn Frenchman, both of whom spoke English 
illtelligibly. As the party cnlered the cnmp. fl. stout savage seized one 
of tile horses, which he claimed ns having belonged La him, and which 
he said had been stolen. Evidence was subsequent ly produced that the 
fellow had lost the horse by gambling, of which alllhcse JudiBns D.rc 
notoriously fond. 

The horse had been purchased nenr Colville, for a mU5ket. The 
party rcmonstratl[d ngninsllhis violeol seizure. through the Canadian, 
upon which the lodillo rolinquished the bridle, wDlked directly up to 
his lodge, loaded his rifle, nnd Willi about to shoot either hor~ or rider. 
Two of the gentlemen instantly slepped up to him. Wilh iheir guns 
rendy. telling him jf he pointed his gun at anyone, they would blow 
Jlis brains oul_ On Ihis he explained that his intention wos to shool the .. '" horse. aul he W81 now "frar,id to do this; ane the oc;.ir was &euled by 
a few presents. 'J'OO 1h1rly at once pOlscd quietly lhfougb tho camp. 
lind were glad to be rid of IJUch troublesome ncighbour& 

In the afternoon. they passed through a rich and fertiJo valley. 
running io a !IOuthwoet nnd northeast direction. in which the hol'tCB 

Slink io clover uP)O their kocea. and this duy lhey made twenty.t 
miles. 

Amoa, tho beaN belonging to our party, wu II. spotted horte. 
which the 1Ad1 ... were extremely dOliroua of procuring, u it wu .. 
fa.,ourite kind wilh them; QlIt their offers did nOl prove equivalent to 
hi. value. On the other hand. the parI)' .uecoeded in purchuiaa • 
hone from \he ludien •• whieh they much reqWrod. b~t which ....,... 
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ward s tumed out to belong to the Hudson Day Company , having bcctf 
stolen from them. H orsc, with tha Ind inns are considered tho IIign of 
wcnlth, and arc prized accordingly. One of their g'reat amusemcnlB 
is lu~rsc-racing. in which thoir gambling propen3itic8 have full IIway. 
Notwithstanding that horses nrc tho great sourC(l of eontention and 
difficuhy between the whitcs nnd Indinn5, it is said that lillie or none 
occurs betwccn themselves, and thal they are not pronc to commi t 
depredations all etl'ch other. 'l'his may be owing to the apprehension 
that tho difficulty would not only involve the individual, but the whole 
tribe, which is a.necessa ry consequence among unc ivilized people. 

Severn I of the Indians at the cnmp through which they passed, were 
well dressed in robes obtained by themselves from the buffaloes; for 
these Indinns, as well as others from the Ore~on, near Ihe corun, visit 
the buf1nl~groundl annually. 

'I'he Indinn, who spoke good English, stated that hb had been five 
ye8rs at the while mrln's settlement. On hi! return he was ma.de 
chief, Rnd at that time his authority wa! great in the tribe; hut now, 
owing to his propenllity for gambling, he has lost all his inBuence. 

On the 24th, they passed through a fine rolling pmirie country. pro
tlucing very fine p!\.BIUre, and being well watered, though destitute of 
wood. The dista nce made tlHlay was thirty miles. The plant! secn 
were Com'olvulus, Frnscra, Habenarin, Caloohortus, Baplisia , and Tri
folium: this last is a good plant for cattle. 

During the d3Y, they met a party or Indians tra.l'clling, with abun
dance of spare horses, and in this case they were carrying even their 
tenl-po!es,-'With which one of their horses was loaded: a proof that 
undcr\V~ of the d~scription used is scarce in lite country. Within 
thirty miJes of Lapwai, the mission station on the KOOIIkooskee. they 
crossed a IImnll tributary of the Snake river, thirty feet wide and two 
dC(:p. It was very winding, and its goneral course was llOuthwest. 
About twenty mf'fcs distant, in a. SQuth·!IOutheast dir6Ction,tlt/ey disco
vered a high lnowy peak, which is situated ncar Ihe Grande Ronde, 
and is the highest point ('f what ill te rmed the Bluc Ridge. On its .. 
summit the snow remains nil the yeur round. 

Beyond the Snake or Lewis river, was a long e\'en-topped ridge, 
woodc.od on its upper parts, nnd covered with I IlOW. This is the moun
tain which Mr. Drayton ascended ncar the WallawoJln. From 1be 
north,,'cst, it has the appearance of nn cxtansh'e and elevated table-land. 

On the 25th, about 110011, they reochcd the Koos\Cooskco, which is two 
thousand fcct below the plnin they J18d lJcen truvelling on. It is Ilero 
eight hundred feet wide, nud ::t powerful Gtream. Lewis and Clftrka 
fOil up.>o litis river Hbout forty-five miles above this place, tlnd it is DOt 
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Qi meult to imagine bow they wertl induced to suppose that Ihoy had 
reached the great river flowing to the west, so totally dineronl is it 
from the Ohio and Miaouri. 'the mil$ionaries informed me. in expla.
nation of thi8, thnt the Ind ians have names for aU the nooks and points 
along the ri\'c~. but noue for the ri vers themselves: they further II tate, 

in reference 10 (helle tra vellers, d Ull when they mode their appearance, 
the Indillns {or some time doubted whether they were really men, so 
o\'crgrown were Ihey with beurds, and of caurlC 50 different from this 
beardlCM raC$!. 

Mr. Spalding hlii! buill himself n house of two 8leries. with board 
Doors. BS well os a grist and sow mill. For these he procured the 
timber in tbe mounlnills, und railed it clown himself; in doi ng whieh 
he hns 1'101 neglected t(f attend to the . proper sphere of his duties, for 
his labours will comp!ll1l in this respect with those of any of his 
brethren. His efforts in agricuhuro nre not less exempla ry, for he 
lUll twe nly acres of fioe wheal, and a larg9 field in which were 
pota toes, corn, melons, pumpkins, peas, beans, &c., the whole of which 
were in tine ordor. 

This part of Oregon is admirably adopted to the ra ising of sheep : 
the ewes bear twice a year. and onen prod uce twins. One ewe -waa 
pointed oul to our gentlemen, that had seven lambs within three hun
dred nod sixty.three days. B orneri cnUle also thrive. but the atock is 
at present limited. The Indians have a strong desire to procure them. 
A party w as persuaded to n.ccomptinr a miS!ionary, and take hof'8Ctl 
O\'er 10 8 t. Louisl to excbange for canle. When they roached the 
Sioux cou ntry. the chiefs being absent 01. Washington. tthey were 
att acked Dud nil murdered, except the while man. 

1\Ir. Spa ld ing. during his residence of five ycars, hns kept 8 register 
of the weather: Ih is he WIlS kind enough to prescnt to the E xpedition, 
aorl it will be found in Appendix X III, 1\lr. Spalding regnrds tMo 
c limate ~(~ rniny one, notwithlitandiog the flppearailce of aridity on 
the vegetation. There i. DO doubt of it. being.lO in winter. and cven 
during summer there is much wet. A good deal of rain hed fallen 
100 month before our visil. T he nights were "lwllYs cool. The rem. 
pernltlre fall, at times to a low point. On the 10th of Doccmber, 
J836. it Joll to-10~ ; and aub8CCjocntly WIl S not SO low till the 16th of 
January, 1841, when it fell to -260 ; and on tho JOlh of February, It 
wa.s as low .. _14°, 

The grea .. heet e:rperienced during hi' retidcnoe wa. in )887: on 
100 sad July, in thal year. the thermometer wall lOSO in the.bade. I .. 
• 14&, it. wu .Olo; and in the aun. it reaehed 144°. The esb .... 
....... of the thermometer are more ...... It .... 1he 8"-
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monthly change ~ing 7~; while the greatest da.ily range was sWo 
Mr. Spalding remarks, that. since his residence, "DO two yean have 
been alike. Tho grillS remains green all the year round. In their 
c.ui tiv(llion, irrigation is necessa ry; nod tho wheal fields, as well as 
those of vegetobles, &e., were trouted in this way. Indian corn suc
ceeds well. 

Among the olher duties of !\fr. Spalding. he has taught the Ind ians 
the art of cultivation. and many of them now have plnntotions. T he 
idea of planting aceds had never occurred 10 tbe Oregon lodinol before 
the orri"al of the misaionnries. l\Ir. Spa lding kindly lend. them his 
ploughs and olher implements of husbandry: and on fL difficulty 
occurring with some of them, he had only to threaten them with the 
i089 of the plough, to bring the refractory per!on to reason. One of 
the Indians had entirely abandoned his former mode of life, had built 
himself a log cabin, and both himself and wife were neally dressed in 
European costume. The women oro represented as com ing a distance 
of many miles to lenrn to spin and knit, and assist Mrs. palding in 
her domestic u\'ocations. 

Mr. Spalding gave his asscmbled flock some account-of the Expc· 
dirioll, and n short sketch of tho people we lind seen. which the IndiUM 
listened to with groat interest, and appeared to comprehend perfectly. 
with the lI id of a map. 

Mr. Spnlding stated, that tlle number of Oregon Indiam whom he 
had ll.scerlainoo to have visited the United States was Ilurprising. H e 
informed our gentlemen that he had !10m lettel'! to Boston iu eighty· 
one days .from the Dalles. by means of Illdians and the America n 
rondozvQPs; and, " 'hnt was remarknble, the slowcst part of the route 
was from St. Louis to Boston. The communication is still carried on 
by Indians. although it wa s generally supposed to be by the free trap
pers. He eonsijlcrs that these tribes, boul men and women, are an 
industrious poo~~~ • • I 

OUT thanks were due to Mr. Spalding for his kindness in exchanging 
hol'SC!l, which euabled our party to proceed more comfortnbly, and to 
cerry forward uleir collections. 

On the 20th, they left the mission at Lapwai. accompanied by the 
mlaiiOIl(lries and their ladies. intending to visit 80IIlP of 100 rude farms 
of the natives. Theee nrc situated in a fenilo valley, runningio a 
IOUlhcrly direction from the K OO8kooskee. The farms are from five 
kI twelve acres eacb, a ll fenced in, Bnd on these Iho Jodiaos t;ulth'atc 
wheal, corn. potatoel, meloni, pumpkin', &e. One of them. in tbe 
,-r 1840. raiJed four hundred bushels of potntOCl Bnd forty .&"" 
t.hels vf wheaL Wiul part of the potntOCll he bought enougb buffalo-

, 
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:neal to serve him through the winter. AJI the!IC loIs were kept In 
good order, nnd !Ieve.,.! hod good mud houses on thorn. Tho great 
endeavour of Mr. Spnlding is to induce the Jndians to give up their 
roving mode of life, and tel settle down Dud r.ultivate the lIoil ; and in 
this he is succeeding admirnbly. He shows fldm irnblc tact and ski ll, 
together wilh untiring industry Gild IJCuc\'crance in the prosecution of 
his labours as a missionary; and he nprenrs to be determined to Icave 
nothing unrlone that onc person alone cun perform. In the winlcr, hi'll 
lime and that of his wife is devoted to lenching. at which $etlson toor 
school is much enlarged. II 

On their wny. they fell in with BOrne half-breeds, going to hunt 
buffalo. Among them there were four brothers. nil lino.looking young 
men, and l'cry much alike. Many of the Indiam, 8S ha lf ()cfore been 
remarked, visit the buffolo-grounds. These ha ve been constantly 
changing, and. within the memory of many of the hunters, their 
limit ll have been very much circumscribed. From the accounts we 
received, thelle onimtlls arc not now found wcst of the PaNneuf river, 
and their range bas been ma terially changed since the nrrival of the 
whiles. Instead now of migrating to the south during the wintcr, 
thcy ore reported as seeking a more northern clime, and are now 
found os far north ns 64,0: four degrees far ther in that direction thlln 
their former range. This nbaudonment of their feeding.groundl is 
unknown in nny other American animal, nnd mo.y forebOde their 
extinction at no very distant day. 

At 3 1'. M •• after travelling fifteen miles. they renched tbe banb of 
the Snake river. at the forks. On their way down the K'OOskooskee, 
they hnd met with numerous herds of horses belonging to the lodians; 
and here they found the owners, consisting of about one hundred Ilnd 
fifty persons. There was but one building, which was of 0. circular 
form a~d a hundred f001 in diameter. It WB!I bui.!.~./'f raill M roogh 
joistl BelflOn end, which supported a roof 0" the salne material. and , 
8Cned the double purpose of sheltering lhe inhabitants and drying 
their fish. The different families were arrnngcd around the,walls in 
the interior. These Indians pllid no attention to our party white 
passing, but $OOn afler tent up two canoes, to ferry them and their 
luggage o\-er the tWer; which being finished, they went away without 
dem:lIlding any thiog for their services, and exhibiting a sort of .inde
pendence, eharacteristic of this rnce when they think thcmselvct weD 
off or rich. 

The party croaed the shake river about a mile above its jooctioD 
with the KooskOOtkee: its breadth here Will seveD hundrl!ld ancI .,. 
feet. and h. bank. were destitute of treat aod bashes. TIle Bah 
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river abounds in salmou; but few are found in the Kooskooskoo. it:f 
which the Indians say the water is too clear to spear salmon. A fe w 
miles below the junc tion of the two rh'criI, the Sunke or v-will river is 
boundEd by 1I range of high Lasllltic columlls, affording II fiue speei. 
mon of that structure. Under those the party encamped~ some ,twellly 
miles from Lapwai. T he greater portion of the prairie they had just 
passed over. is only fi t for shccp-pallturc. 

The Snake river is much illfc(ior to tbe north branch of the Colum· 
bin. nOlwitbsumding its length of course; but after it is joined by the 
Kooskooskcc. it .becomes much enlarged. It rescmbles the north 
brllnch in being sunk, tiS it were, in a deep trench. much below the 
level of the country; and its banks arc even morc naked thnn those 
of the Columbia. • 

On the 27th,thcy travelled' forty miles, at first in II. westerly course, 
and then southwest. The country was hilly, with dcep valleys. in 
which there was water and an abundance of good pnsturRgc. A few 
willow and older bushes were all thnl were socn. In one of the val· 
leys, they 53W a considerable tract irrig3ted and under Culliv3tion, 
and small patches of con} ou the hill·sides. From the hills over 
which they passed. they had 0. vjew of a high even.topped ridge, on 
which there were trees of large size. On the north. beyond the Snake 
ri ver, was an almolt boundless expanse of level plnin.. The prairie 
thnt they passed O\'er during tho day, was observed to have lost its 
!lowery cha racter, and become altogether grilS.!l)'. 

On the 28th, they rode fifty-six miles. the 11m tbirty.six of which 
was through a country of the sume cil3racter as that they had passed 
the day ~forc, but the last twenty took them over n sandy desert, on 
which the vegetation consisted only of wormwood. They rcnched 
Wallawalla before dork , and wcre kindly welcomed by l\t r. M'Lean. 
o~ of the ComPfny's clerks, who wos in charge of thut post. 

On Lhe 301h. u...'fJ lcnnnt Joh nson joincd them agllin. On bi/lenving 
the mission at ehimikaine. he had pursued an easterly course, along 
the Spokane river. uOIiI he reached tho falls, of which there arc (our. ... 
three of ten fect, and one of forty, bcsid~s which there arc rapids ; 
and the wholc (all of the river . within a distance of one thousand feci, 
is about one hundred feet. After travelling a di!iance of leo miles. 
bolh tbe distant mounlains and prairies expanded to the view: the 
former r ising ridge beyond ridge, while the Inuer exJlibited a brcndth 
of 80\ en milos. The ncurest range of mountains trends cosl and west. 
Six miles rurther Oll , they came to the Dittle Falls. and ubove them 
about .is: miles to the lake ofCa!ur d'Alene. The breadth of this lake 
i, two routes. by five miles long, ill 8 11 east-iOuthcast and wes!.oorlh. 



• 

• 

484 l"flIJlAN TRIIES Ot' 

,,'est direction. There is a smaller lake to the northward. half. mile 
in length. The mountains were of granite. A large number of i. 
habilanlll were seen, who used caoocs of bark. Lieutenant Johnson 
tben returned on his path for a few rnilC9, and .nerward. pursued 
nearly the same direction tha.t the party had done before him. It is 
tberefore unnccessary to repent what hns boon before said of this 
route. lie made the latilute of Lapwai 46° 27' ()()" N.; and meRslU'ed 
the width of the river, which was found to be four hundred nnd sixty 
feel. 

There nrc a number of singula r customs prevailinG Bmong the Nez 
Porc~5. perhaps a grcnler number lilan in nny other nalion of S8VllhtC8. 
That of overcoming the" Wnwish." or spiri t of fatigue. if it may be 
110 trnnslatod. is the mOBI rema~kablc; for this is 0. ceremony to enable 
them to cndure fntigue • .that hns long been practised among them, nnd 
is still kepl up. The operation continues for throe, fivc. nnd seven 
days, and is often repealed. II is begun on the first day by laking 
three or four willow sticks, eighteen inches long. lind thrusting them 
down the thr031, in order to cleanse the IIlomach by bringing up bile, 
blood, and congulated maller j a bole is then prepured, of a suflicienl 
ciepth ror a man \0 sit upright. with his head above tho ground. This 
is usu311y dug ncar a running brook. 

On 11]0 second day they fast, and collect other willow sticks, of one
eighth of nn inch in diameter, the diltnnee' of the navol from the mouth 
being their length. l'hcae are slightly rounded Dnd made smooth, and 
are passed down \0 the bouom of the stomach, which ca(]$Cs 11 severe 
irritation and vomiting, and is continued until it produce~ a burning 
tJensntion: this i8 repeated from time to time untillloon. nnd ,not unfro· 
qucntly as oftcn as eighteen or twenty lime8. The number of slickll is 
d~minishcd lUI the throat becomes sore. When noon Drrives, they 
piunbre into cold water, and remain there till cveoin&j', when they take 
haifa pf,J(..ofporridge. • ... .. 

The third tlay. a similar course is gone Ihrough. .. 
00 tbe fourth day, after heating: a number of stone8, Ihey get into 

100 pit, the water in which is beated by throwing in 11m hot slones, 
Utili! it is no longer 10 be endured; they thon plunge into cold wator, 
lind remain there "lnpping themselves ulltil they arc quite benumbed; 
they then again resort to the hot bath, and continue to pas, from tho. 
one to the olher throughout Ihe day, during whieh they nro allowed to 
cal porridge, bu~ to lake no drink. 

On the flflh, siX1b, llOO sc(enth day', Ihe same operation is repeated. 
until 2 r. M., after whieh hour Ihey ent largely, and satisfy both hunger 
and Ihinlt. This trea rment is I!aid 10 be gone lhl'OOB'h IMI':eraJ times by 
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lOme of them, and after the probation, they deem Ihem8eh'CI capoblo. 
of enduring both beat and cold. of lustaining fatigue. of outrunning 
hor.et, pursuing game, Bnd overcoming their enemies. If this ;. 
neglected to be performed or.nually, they believe thai the system be
becomes easily fatigued, and W awish -is again their mlLllcr. 

This treatment generally begi ns at the age of eighteen, and i. ooly 
dilcolltinucd when tbey have a large family. or have paued the moat 
Ilctive ago by reaching that of forty yeal"!; womc, however, from a 
feeling of pride. arc said to continue it much beyond Ihis period. 

The oillecn R.t.W'lIl1awalla mentioned. that some of tho Indians had 
remarkable powers of undergoing fatigue. and instancod the case of 
one who performed the journey from Dr. Whitman's mission-house 10 

the fc.rks of lbc Clearwater, a distance of one Bundred miles, between 
morning and sunset. This man is in thl) habit of performing Ibis 
treatment on him.elf annually. 

The Indians around Lapwai suhaisl for tho mOlll port upon fish, 
rootll l and berries: the latter they make into cakes; mon is also eaten 
by them. Half of these Indians usually make a trip to the bulfalo 
country for three months, by which means they arc supplied with the 
nesh of thnt nnimal. 

The school al the slation has in winter about five hundred scholars, 
but in the lIummer not one_Ienth or that number auend. Our gentle.
mell heard BOrne of the pupils read. Only two are cooverts to Chris
linnity, the principal chief and another; cight. or ten, howe,-cr, are 
reported 3S showing signs of rimy. 

The mell are industrious1 ror Indians. Tho mission ha\'c Ii saw-mill 
at this place, capable of sawing thrcc thousand feel per day, 

The usual games of the Indians, which have been alrctld.,Y described, 
arc pJaycc.l here. The wages fo r the performance of any task are paid 
ror in c lothing, blonkets, hol'scs, &c. 

'Tbeir snlmon-Osfoling H1,conducted with much industry, and J,.SIS from 
dayligllt uuLiliOO o'clock at night. Supper i5 uleir principaf meal. 

The seolpa of enemies are taken in wnr. and lhe war-dance it always 
performed. 

Cirlil arc offered tLS wives to the yOllng men by the parents: the 
ties or murriage !lro vcry loose. aed wives nrc put away at pleasure. 
This pri-l"ilege is also allowed to the women, wl~eh places the two 
.xcs much more 011 a ptlr than among the tribes west of the moun
lBUIL 

The medicino men and women arc IllPch in repute hem. Before 
any sorcery or divination is performed. they retire 10 the moullillins 
for sover:tl dayB, whero they fusl. lind wbere they pretend II,) have an 
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nlloniew with the waiakin or wolf. When they mom, they relate 
the conversation they hove had with him, ood proceed to oflecL-eUOOli 
&c. Thoy orc looked upron 0' invulnerable, ond it is believed that bolls 
fired at wom arc flaflencd against their bream!!. If affronted or injured, 
they p'rodict death to tho olfentlor, IUKI the doom il considered inevi· 
tnble. They U!Ie the urne means of extricating disaasos that havtl been 
before described. 

Wild animal!! 8re now compamtivcly few, when compared with 
lheir former numbers. Thcy consist of wolveJJ, large aDd smail, who 
prowl around We dwellings; lynxcs, betl~, of too gray, brown, bla ck. 
and ,.cHow colouI'S, the former of which were the most nDmcroUL 
&aYers and otters are now both scorce. Rat:'. both wotcr and mUllk. 
are seen in numbers. • 

Mr. Hale. the philoJo.gist of the Expedition, wh~ was len in lhc 
Oregon T erritory. paned from W aiilaptu, tho mislion station of Dr. 
Whitman, t& Chimikaioo and ForL Colville, by the Peillse river. 
erouiag Ole COUlltry over the middle lAetions of Oregon, about half 
'liMy between the route the party under Lieutennnt Johnson pursucU 
to Lapwai. Mr. Hale dClICribes we country 38 on upland pl3in, 
covered with herbage, but without trees. There were no running 
streaml, but numerOUI ponds of fresh wllter. This is the mOlil direct 
route to Fort Coh'illc, and is thal u8unlly chosen by the servlll'IlJ of 
the HudlO!) Bay Company. ]t passes by the Peluse river, Ilnd follow8 
i'- windings. 

The falls upon pus river are of eome no.te, and are called ApUlaput i 
and they -v.'iH hereafter be an object of interest to trtlvQlJers in this 
country. The river pours down, in a ca.ttlrael of foam, ,through a 
perpeodku1.r descent of one hund red foet , nnd il rccoh'ed in tl basin. 
surrounded by basaltic walls, between two and throo hundred foct in 
height. Tbeac fall. arc celebrtttcd in Indian mythology. Amqng 
other I~da, it il relfttcd thnt t\ woman of .gignnl 'size Jived in thal 
perl of the country, with four brothers of equal Slo.tu&. Sho became 
vory dcsituus of obtaining some I)ea,'er's flit, but whelher for n deli • 
Olley or cosmetic i. DOt anown. At this limo there was only one 
_nr, ud u.. 01 enormous dimensions. inhabiti ng the b40kll of tho 
80ue river. Tho brothers hunted him for a long time without sue. 
cess : many placa: along lhe river, in which he could harbour, were 
aearchod. but without finding his hiding·placo$. Finally. the animal 
was surpr:ieod at the mouth of the Pel use, which WI\S then a peacoilll 
Itream, winding througb ala even chnnnel. As tho beaver llIII'MIId. 
up the dream, he waa pursued, and overtaken two ..u. 4i ...... 
mouth. A l first. they pinDed him to l.bc earth wiIb tIaeir IpCUI. bat 
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by a violent ell'ort he broko loose and fled. 'l'hi. Btruggle produce. 
the first rapids of the Peluso. A linle farther up they aga in overtook 
the beaver, who again made his escape. by produci ng the second 
rapids ; and lastiy. where ho WIU secured, hie dying st ruggl~ gave 
tise to the great falls of the ApuI"'j}ul. ARcr killing him. Rnd tft~i'lg 
bit skin and fat, they cut up the body. and threw the piccos in va rious 
directions, from which has orison the various tribes in ,he region j 

among them the Cayuse, the Nez Pcrc6. Wnllo.walla. &c. Tho 
Cayuse are said to have sprung from the heart., and became. in coo
sequence, a .tr0l$g and thriving people, which they continue to be to 
this day. 

Tbo parly romained but a few days Ilt W allawRlIa. Their mea.ure
ment made tile width of the river at this JXi.nt, two thousand seven 
hundred ftlxl sixty feet, but in it there are many small islets. 

At Wallawnllll, as before staled, there is 00 soil, even for a garden ; 
but a spot of about finy actes, three mile! from Walla walla, on the 
banklJ of the river Columbia, and coiled by the lame name as the posi, 
has been for some time past cuhivntcd. 011 this is grown wheal, corn, 
pens, potatoes. &0. The garden embraces about two Dcrea, where all 
the smaller vegetables had been sowed. but it WIls entirely neg~ted, 
and overgrown with weeds. The soil of thill garden is a deep riell 
brown loam. 

On the sandy plain about Wnllawalln, as was to be expected. there 
aro but few planta to be found. A 8allOla. Opurllill, Dalen. Obcronitl, 
and Rubiaccre, with several Compositro. were ar ~ that were found. 
Hares welte seen on too prairies in numbcnl: these are larger tlllm the 
E nglish PI!TO, had large r eors and limbs, nnd nrc of a lighter colour. 
They do not burrow. as has generally been supposed, but form a shal
low BCal or nest onder the wormwood-bushes. 

. While they stayed at Wnllawalla. Dr. Whitman came down to visi t 
them , and kindl;' 8ffered-his Ket'dees. ,I 

The diversi~ of languages hoa rd during this jaunt, WOI very re
markable. The dialect seemed to chnnge with alfOost every parly of 
Indians they met witb, lind it was frequent ly necessary for words to 
p ailS through throo er fou r different ioterpreters, before they could be 
comprehended, and an answer obtained. It \Viii thought, at limos, 
thnt every family must have a language of its own. It is difficult 
to account for this state of things. The tribes on the wost of tnc 
mountains hal'e been, for the most part, at peace with each other. and 
have had much intcrcou rte. for the purlfOso of trading their fish and 
other articles : yet but few can understand their immediate neighbours. 

.. 
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"One cau.se of (hi .. dillcrepency may nriso from tho lenglh or the 
IndiaD words, which are alwaY' abbrevitlled in talking. According 
to Dr. Whitmnn, tho Indians of ono ll' ibo vcry 800n pick'1.lp the Ian· 
gllltge of another. He ,Iso lUlled ahal Ihe Nez PCTCtS diaJoct is flUl 
gainin~ upon that of Wallawallai.nd I.e thinks that the tising gonera. 
licm are inclined to a more geocnlilanguage. 

On the 4th of July. they len too fort and crossed the rh'cr. The 
Columb", is I~re 80. impo. ing stream, and ill! waters flow in a rapid 
and powerful current. Mr. M'Lean'. kindness and atlcnlion were 
limilar to that already met with, nnd he providct- them with the 
neceaeary hot'IICII. pro\'isions, &'0. 

On the mDps of the Oregon Territory. opposite W llllo.wnJla, a 
\'olctl nic mountain has lOOen exhibited; but none exisls here, nor on 
inquiry could any information be obtained of aoy such object in the 

• country around. 
The party now PUMIUOO the Toole up the river, and in two hours 

reached the Yakima. up whoso valley they passed, eneamping after 
making twenly.five mHe.. The coulltry was rolling. and might be 
te rmed BlOOy and barren. 

lUount Sl. Helen' .. with its snow-cappcd top, was soon at a great 
distance to the wesl. 

On the lith, they continued their route, and at ,midday were over
laken by an Ind ian, with a nole informing them of the arrival of Mr. 
Drny lQI'I at Wallnwalla with tho ·btigade. This was quick travelling 
for !lCWS in Oregon; for so slow ill it usually carried, that our party 
were the fire! to bring the news of the arrivnl nod operlltwos of the 
squadron in Oregon. This intelligence had not previously . reachcc1 
WaJlawftlla, although it is cor-..idercd to be on the direct post-route to 
the inte-dor. tlotwith.tanding we had been in tbe country nearly two 
moolhs. Tho new. of tho murder of Mr. Black, in New CalcdoDill, 
was ncariM. a year in roaching lOme poiDla on- the cdait. 

Th.is wu one of tho warmest days they had experienced, and the 
tbonnomeler under the .bade of a canopy stood at 108°. At a short 
di.tance from the place where they stopped was 1\ 8mall hut, compo!ed 
of a fow branch_ aod...reeds, which wos thought to be barely sufficient 
10 contain a ~heep; yet under it wero four generations of human 
beings, all fcmalcs, seated in 0. posture, which, to whites, would have 
been impracticable. They had just procured their Bubsistence for the 
day, and their meal consisted of tbe berries of the dogwood. The 
.cene Wilt not calculated to impress one very favourably with sava~ 
lifo. The oldest of these had the cartilage of the D<* pierced. but 
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the others had nol; lending to the conclusion that the practice hid 
been discontinuoo for some years in the nalioD, who Itill, howc\'er, 
retain the name. 

The country exhibited Iiule appearance of vegetation; the h~rbagc 
WIlS Quite dried up. and from appearances was likely to continue 1lO 

throughout the scason. The prevaili ng vegetation consisted of bushes 
of wormwood, stinted in growth, and unyielding. 

After mu,king thirty-three miles, they encamped among lOMe nod, 
one hundred feet above the water of the ri\"cr. Many r3ttletnakes 
were found in t~ vioinity. 

Owing to the quantities of musquitoes, oombined wilh the fear of 
~makeH, the party obtained liule or no real, and were all glad to mount 
their hOfllCS ond proceed on their way. • 

In the t:nrly pat'l of the day, they nrrh·OO at tho junction of the 
Spipen with the Yakima: previou!!I to thi!!l they crossed another branch, 
coming in from the southwest; the walertl Df lhe latter were very 
turbid, of a dark-brown colour. and it was conjectured that it had its 
!IOurcc at or nenr Mount Rainier. Along iUi baoks was .seen a range 
of bnsultic columns. The Yakima wos crossed dur ing the do.y in 
canoes, the river not ooing yet fordable. 

The country, which had for BOrne day!!! exhibited the appearance of 
the 'fillandsin districts of Peru. had now begun to acquire a tinge of 
green, and some scattered pine trees hod become visible. Some small 
oaks were passed. which appoored of It local ehamcler. This nigb t 
they again had a number of rnnicsnakes in their camp. 

On the §lh, tllC valley had narrowed, and the bu,;ks becomiog more 
r.:crpendicular, uley had n great many difficul ties to encounter. They 
siopped 'at the cnmp of old Tidin!, whom, it will be recollected, they 
had encountered ancr crossing the mountnins, nnd from whom they 
obtained some hor~ They soon afterwa rds arrived at the path 
,{.here they hn l'llrned..off to the north. The rh'cr had j6l1en very 
much during their absence, and there wal a marked difl"t:nlilce in the 
scnson, the vegetation being much more backward than in the pefll 
they had recently visited. The berries were jUlt beginning to ripen, 
whlle in the plains. not twenty mite!!! distant, they were already ovcr. 
Old TidiRS determined to accompany them to NjsqualJy, tnking with 
him his son, and lending them 8(wcral borBeL Toe Spipen, up whicb 
tbey passed, was now hemmed in by mountain ridgel. occasionally 

• leaving smal1 porlions of l<n'e1 grouoo, They encamped at the place 
they had occupied OD the 30th of May • • 

The veget8tiotl, since they bad pa5lCd this place, had 80 much 
adllnnceJ Ihat they hnd difficulty in recognising it again. The wet 




