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f a burmng charncler that is qmlo ovorpowmng It genmﬂy ‘comes
_,frmn the southwest. In consequence of this feature of the climate,
- there is very | little vegeumou near. the fort, not only on account of the
5 but owing to the vast clouds of drifling sand, which
_ _mfroqaamlngmtasmdukenm sky. In summer it blows here
mﬁauﬂyudaxnightlhewmdpmﬂynmmwngalm Mr.
Drayton represents his situation in the northeast bastion of the fort as
quite uncomfortalle, from the fear of its being blown down. =
. The Indian mode of taking salmon was witnessed at this place. Tt

consists in the erection of a fish-weir of basket-work, supported by

- poles. This. is placed across the stream, in theorm of an acute angle:
- This barrier dams the water sufficiently to create a little fall. The
~ salmon swim up the nver at night, and when they reach the barrier;
theyjnmpm the low side, which is down stream, but are unable to
leap the higher one. = A little before daylight, the Indians spread their
nets, carefully avoiding to disturb the fish about the weir, and take all
those that have been ensnared. These usually amount to about
twenty-five, -

Small parties of the Cayuse, Wdiamllu. and Nenl’am&nm
now returning from the Grande Ronde. They occupied about thirty
lodges, made of poles, mats, and skins, bought from the Shoshones.
The wood-cut of these Indians’ lodges will befoundnt &eandaﬁ-ﬁt
chapter.

Ifunng the weak, the Columbia had fallen ten feet. It is hememu

e

thousand yards wide, and the altitude of Fort Wallawalla above the
sea is twelve hundred and eighty-six feet. S

The proximity of these Indians afforded Mr. Draylon’ia
.f-.,wmty of observing them, and having an Indian boy with" him, who
understood. both their language and English, he had mmyﬁ-

communicating Wwith them. v 1L SR

The chief of the Wallawallas, who is called P\ﬂpﬂhﬁﬁd— |

low-Bird) and the Nez Percé chief Touwatui, (or Young Chief;) seemed

‘xmbﬂigam M but the white residents consider them as great

ey were going to the Shaste country o trade fwmf
; 'wuh tnnkels Mnmhnge rwm
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Whenwng. a hoop, bent ove‘ '. -I
: ~ from injury. . The women are usm
5’3‘ ornameﬂhd ws:lnmd-.

the lodges” o.;gomgwunlodgahermnmy.mw L.,

years of age, lying on his back very ill, and in the last stage of disease.
s Qvabm@qdamdmmmddhm-mmm._%
under great néiml,nqgmgufollows.. N S ")"y
bt m“ﬂ-m w00 !-Mh'h baibe beiing
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While she was uttering this, a mnnm holdmg her up by a rope
tied round her waist, while she, beniing over the body, began to suck
his neck and chest in different parts, in order more effectually to extract
the bad spirit. She would every now and then seem to obtain some
of the discase, and then faint away. On the next morning she was
still found sucking the boy's chest, and would frequently spit into her
hand a mouthful of saliva and blood, which she had ummdfnumhar

‘own gums, and spread it with her finger over the palm of her hand,

ﬁhng great care that all should see it. She would then pronounce the
oy better, with apparent satisfaction. So powerful was the influence
operated on the boy, that he indeed seemed better, and made endea-
vours to speak. The last time Mr. Drayton visited the doctress, her
patient was found sitting up. She exhibited a stone, about the size of
a goose's egg, saying she had taken the disease of the boy out of him
as large as it, and that he would now get well. The parents were

greatly delighted to hear that their son would recover. The reward

she was to receive was a lnrgebnshetofdrwduhnon,mﬂ#ty
pounds, a blanket, and some other presents.
“One singular custom prevailing here m.thataﬂfhe : :
aﬁdﬁmmﬂtomgfonemﬂbomdumgtheday .
‘would be a profitable occupation to be amedic‘mq
were it 1ot for the forfeiture in case of a want of success;
: the patient is a person of mﬂmn_. i) g
~SqUAWS are mbmg;#”
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particularly to this business.
h th.is tuk -ﬁsmﬁ' was very satisfactory, and m

'm. On reaahmn that plau;e, they ma&a W
anch, which is a large stream, and navigable:
Ebwa the mouth of the Kogskooskee river. e

nyuuon occurs on the ]uncuon of the waters of
ey 5

: wﬂu Wa[!nwalla for the water paan_ :
. east ‘near the fort is too warm to driok, and when
“nave coolw for ﬁrankmg it is brought from lhdmddie
us-' hat Mr. Drayton was to leave wanawm

nied Mr. Ogden's brigade as far as Oko
alla on their way back to Vancouver. Thes
m M ﬁgden.
farnished Mr, Drayton with horses nnél”nlhln :
from the Dalles, and the party was |
to;she number of elght. By the |
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:“f'mwm Atmathhd@of-mmew _
bell was rung, when they all repaired thither and joined

the leﬁur praying very foud. Qn the prayer heh#

4 they again resorted to thu lodge of tha chief for.pﬁya as before.
E:- Durmg the whole mgﬁl. they made a most tremendous noise, singing
o and beating with sticks on splintered rails, which is the only substitute J
k‘ _ ﬁay ‘have for a musical instrument. o T 4

‘ "The country had been easily travelled over until John Day's wiv
~ was approached, when the route became extremely rough. Qﬁ' rock
P‘ mﬂaa banks of that river is a large village of about s ndias '
. and they were ferried across the stream for a pound of Mm ¥ 1
e the horses swam over. e TN s '-l,,\
y These Indians were as great extortioners as the others, and
~ manded tobacco, powder, and ball. The latter articles they are most
" desirous of obtaining, as the possession of them enables them to

A ﬁenrhunWﬂndsﬂthefoﬂofMounthﬂ L T T ]

. The m‘uqnﬁmelwm again found hern in mmboﬂqr
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h is “the peculiar nature of the rush of wmr:‘through ﬂaa
s, that for some minutes the whole will appear quite. smooth,
ouwards as though there were no treachery within its flow,
denly the waters will begin to move in extended and slow
: gradually” increasing in velocity until it narrows itself into
*almosts funnel shape, when, having drawn towards it all mllﬁneﬁ

m:& m«m the whole, and again resumes its. M

, ndnwm accidgnt was related to me by Mr. Ogden, of whmh,hq
L% ,.w;.s an eyeawm which will more clearly illustrate the nature of ﬁb

-3 ;{

el

m%dm -was descending the river in one of the Company’a hoats s |
with ten Canadian voyageurs, all well experienced in their duties. by
“’-&1 arriving at the Dalles, they deemed it practicable to run them,in

~ order to save the portage. Mr. Ogden determined, however, that he ¥
would pass the portage on foot, believing, however, the river was in

such a state that it was quite safe for the boat to pass down. He was

3 aecorﬂmgly hnded. and ascended the rocks, from which he had a full

. view of the water beneath, and of the boat in its passage. At firstshe

E seemed to skim over the waters like the flight of a bird; but he soon ".‘n.-q
perrcelva& her stap, and the struggle of the oarsmen, together with the - 4
an:louiw&e ‘bowman, soon told him that they had encountered Z
hirl. Wy xhny plied their oars, and deep anx:ety if notﬁ! 3&1

stil :an o avoid tbe now evident &t&- mﬂa& - -'_:‘-
m each more rapid than the hl’l, il‘l.llll they g!

ot had been the struggle, that it was with diffoulty _“’ﬂ'
salize that all had perished. Only one body out of 2
matﬂmbomd'lhemmﬂ-




L by before they launched the canoe; and when M'wh '
e, a fathom of tobacco must be given to cach of tham,ﬁnr]wnchmg

o her This demand was not complied with, and the goods that had

‘becn paid were now seized and ‘away again. Mr. Drayton then
proceeded to the mission, where Mr. Lee kindly offered his canoe.
This was accordingly put on an ox-cart,—for it is necessary to keep
it near his house to prevent its being stolen,—and catried to the water.
When they reached the river, the two canoes above spoken of were
seen near the landing-place, and the owners offered them for a much
less price, and without any “ potlateh.” Their offer was then accepted,
when he embarked, and pmeethﬁﬂbwn the pve;,abom twelve miles,
where they encamped. L

At daylight the next morning tﬁam ‘was not an Indian to be found,
and two of the best paddles were gone,m well as the muhr'luhnm..
On a scarch being made, the fish were found hidden in Ih&bqﬂ:bu, .
After leaving the shore, they were called to by the Indian, and on
returning 1o him, the only excuse he offered was, that he had been
anhep. and had but just awoke: he, however, ran off into Mbuih
again. Afer they joined the other canoe, the old Indian in it said that
the one who hnd g0y had endeavoured to persuade him. WW
m&clhecanoaandalloﬂ'when he was on shore: thuwllpmm
~ by their carefully putting all the things into the tent. ~ «

When they reached the Cascades, an examination mw&g}

' Ennmtmps before spoken of. 1 T Ao

%mmmga boat reached the salmon-fishery, by
returned to Vancouver, where he et with the
and welcome he had before received. '
trip, Mr. Drayton brought with him tkemm?b
f a map of the river, abweqﬂnw
which has been incorporated in our chart of Oregor
mmmmmmmm s
hmmwwithmthmthew :
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CHAPTER XIL
PUGET SOUND AND OKO'NAGAN.

1841,

Ox my return to Nisqually, my first care had reference to our pro-
vision of bread. This I found to be so far expended as to make it
necessary to economize it by every means in my power, if I wished
to avoid its falling short. 1 therefore determined to attempt to have
fresh bread baked. With this view I had an oven built upon a plan
borrowed from the stcam-lioles of the Indians. The bottom of the
oven was formed upon a stage of plank, and the shape of the super-
structure was given by bending twigs of hazel. These were covered
with a plastic clay, which was found in abundance in the neighbour-
hood. A deugh-trough wds hollowed out of the trunk of a large tree.
When the oven and trough were ready, another difficulty was to be
overcome, for we had no bakers. This was remedied, however, by
the assistance of our stewards and cooks; and two sailors instjucted
by, them were appointed to take charge of the bakery. We now
began to bake dmlv. and »succeeded so well after a day or “two, that
the whole a!up’s company was d:uly supplied with full rations of soft
bread, causing an important saving in our store of sea-biscuit.

“I'learned, immediately upon my return, that the surveys under Lieu-
tenant-Commandant Ringgold and Lieutenant Case, were making
rapid progress. The former, with the force under him, had completed

a h’p portion of Admiralty Tnlet; the latter had finished Hood's

Canal, and had returned to take up the survey ofPugetSound. A

- report having been made to me, that one of the eye-pieces of the theo-

; 'dﬁbhﬂdh@lhﬂmﬂm&scm.mtmddwuordmdw

relieve Lientenant Case, and the latter was despatched to search for

3 mxﬁnubut Case’ proceeded in a boat well armod.andvinitud all
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410 PUGET SOUND AND OKONAGAN.

the stations he had before occupied, and became well satisfied that it
had been stolen. While looking for it, a canoe with three Toandos
joined him, and on. learning what be was looking for, they said it was
among the Scocomish tribe, and gave a full account of its having
been picked up by a woman who was sitting near when the box was
opened. Lieutenant Case took one of the men with him up the canal,
to point out the place; on reaching which, they proceeded to the
chief’s house, who was absent, but soon returned. Lieutenant Case
asked him for the missing article; the possession of which being
denied, he took the chiefl’s gun, telling him it would be kept until the
eye-piece was restored. Afier several fruitless attempts, it could not
be obtained ; for the woman, it was said, had taken it down the canal.
The chief, however, promised to follow her, which he did the next
day. The next morning Lieutenant Case was threatened with an
attack by eight canoces, which he avoided by making sail down the
canal, when they desisted from following him. During the day he
met the chief returning. He had been to the Scocomish village,
having heard that a girl there had something resembling it, as he said,
but it proved to be a cologne-bottle.

Lieutenaut Case, finding that his party was too small to aﬂumpl
force, restored the chief his gun. He was afterwards informed that
the chief’s object in visiting the villages on the canal, had been.to
collect his warriors. After leaving the chief, they were followed by'a
canoe containing five of the largest and most muscular men he had
seen; all of wiom were armed, and apparently disposed for some
mischief. Although satisfied that the eye-piece was among them,
Lieutenant Case deemed it prudent not to risk an encounter with such
unequal odds, and returned to the ship. He was desirous of being
furnished with a larger force, in order to return and obtain the eye-
piece | but believing that a message would be equally aﬂ‘emmﬂr
Andersor, at the fort, was obliging enough.to despatch a war
ger, to inform the tribe, that if it were not hr‘ougl’(t m
punish them. o

Lientenant Case’s survey of Hood's Canal was very satisfactory.

. ﬂl banks, as far as Tskutska Point, do not exceed one hundred feet

‘in height, and are formed of stratified clay, with & light gmvelly:ﬂil
above it, thickly covered with different species of pines. This is also

,Mmhmlsarof the eastern shore, for the whole extent of the canal;

‘but the west and. mﬂh ‘shores abeve this point become more bold and
rocky, with a and Yicher soil, formed by the nllnvid.jﬂm
from the Mount iympus Range. ;

On entering the canal, they encamped near some Suquamul‘l M
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-wholil& received as visiters a party of fifty Clalams, by appoiutment,

‘to gamble for blankets: they continued their games throughout the
pights = il 5 0e

M'P!kmhl’om,thacam divides in two branches; one taking a
northerly direction, while the other pursues its course to the southwest.
After leaving the Suquamish, they met the Toandos, a small tribe,
inhabiting the mountains; who, from their own account, are able to
muster one hundred and fifty warriors.

Lieutenant Case reports them as the best-looking men they had met
with. Afler passing further down the canal, they found the Scocomish
tribe, who inhabit its southern end. These resemble in appearance the
Toandgs, with whom they are in close alliance, and have one hundred
and fifty fighting men. .

The canal was not found to terminate at the place where the
examination of Vancouver ended; but, taking a short turn to the
northward and eastward for ten miles, it approaches the walers of
Puget Sound within a distance of two and a half miles. The inter-
‘vening country is rough and hilly. From this point, Lieutenant Case
had communication with the ship; and a supply of bread, of which he
“was in want, was sent him,

' VAt the southern extremity of Hood’s Canal, there is a large inlet,
called Black Creek; by which the Indians communigate with the
‘Clualmelaes and Columbia rivers.

* Before reaching the southern end of the canal, the rocky shore of
the west side, near Mount Olympus, had gradually™sloped into low
‘land, withg@ thickly-wooded and good soil.

At the extreme end of the canal, there was also a wide creek, which
‘had an extensive mud-flat at its mouth. This is the case with all the
creeks that empty into these waters. The water in the centre of the
- sound is 100 deép for anchorage ; but there are several good hdrbours,

* - surveys were made. They will be Ound in #e Hydro-
| Atlas!

There is plenty of water in the small harbours; and some fow of
‘them have water enough running into them to turn mills. There is no
“very great extent of country for cultivation, and the climate is very
-dnihr to that experienced at Nisqually. The survey being completed,

ts returned to the ship on the 3d of July.

Mﬁls time we had been steadily employed at the observatory,
dﬁdﬁyw 1 had complewd the pendulum and astronomical oblu'-

=

P MQH-‘"'

bl ’Whhmgtogwﬁ!hearewshdldaynn the anmvemryo!'thebael’n

md!ow!ndupmdmuynndtoauow them to-have a full day’s
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, frolic and pleasure, they were allowed to barbecue an ox, M
Companys agent had obligingly sold me. They were pmﬂﬂfnd"‘ﬁ!‘
make their own arrangements for the celebration, whnh ﬁey"
ducted in the following manner. -
The place chosen for the purpose was a corner of the ﬂlsmon
! Prairie, before spoken of. Here they slaughtered their ox, and spitted
him on a sapling supported over the fire, which was made in a trench.
The carcass could thus be readily turned, and a committee of the crew
was appointed to cook him. Others were engaged in arranging the
amusements, &c. All was activity and bustle on the morning of the
5th, as the 4th fell upon Sunday. Before nine o’clock all the men were
mustered on board in clean white frocks and trousers, and all, including
the marines and music, were landed shortly after, to march to the scene
of festivity, about a mile distant, The procession was formed at the
observatory, whence we all marched off with flags flying and music
playing, Vendovi and the master-at-arms bringing up the rear. Vendovi
was dressed out after the Feejee fashion, It was traly gratifying to
me 1o see them all in such good health and spirits, not s man sick; and
their clothes as white as snow, with happy and contented faces.

Had it not been for the want of news from the Peacock, and the
consequent apprehensions in relation to her fate, I should have felt and
enjoyed the scene much more than Iudid. But the continual feeling
that the ship might have been lost on some coral reef, and the idea of
the sufferings her officers and crew would, in such case, undergo,
tended to repress: all other thonghts, This anxiety was not only felt
by myself, bul the officers and crew partook of it in a great degree.
It was impossible to conjecture her fate, yet her continued absence and
detention beyond the time of her anticipated arrival, naturally excited
many fears and surmises, which, as the time passed on, made each one
more cériain that some disaster had befallen them, ~ ° e

Two brass howifeers were also carried to the prairie to fire ﬂﬁ
usual salutes, When the procession reached Fort ‘Nisqually, they*'
stopped, gave three cheers, and waited, sailor-like, unfil it was re-
turned. This was done by only a few voices, a ciroumstance which
did pot fail to produce many jokes among the seamen. On reaching
the ground, various games occupied the crew, while the officers u!so’
amused themselves in like manner. At the usual hour, dinner was
piped, when all repaired to partake of the barbecue. By this time, the
Indians had gathered from all quarters, and were silently looking on
at the novel sight, and wistiully regarding the feast which they saw
- going on before them. At this time the salute was fired, when one of
the men, by the name of Whitehorn, had his arm most dreadfully ;

g 4
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lace: m the sudden explosion of the gun. This accident put a *
mmp to the hilarity of the occasion. Dr. Fox, who was
on the ground, thought that amputation of the arm above the elbow
would be necessary, but it was deemed better to delay it for a time.
The wound was dressed as well as it could be, and a litter was made,
on which he was at once sent, under charge of his messmates, to the
ship. Men-of-war’s men are somewhat familiar with such scenes, and,
although this accident threw a temporary gloom over the party, the
impression did not last long, and the amusements of the morning were
now exchanged for the excitement of horse-racing, steeds having been
hired for the purpose from the Indians. This sport is always a favourite
with sailors on shore, and in pursuit of it they had not a few tumbles,
but fortunately none were seriously hurt. At sinset they all returned
on board, in the same good order they had landed.

All the officers, together with Mr. Anderson, Captain M’Niel, and
Dr. Richmond, dined with me at the observatory, and we were in
hopes of having the company of Dr. M'Laughlin; but, owing to his
having lost his way, he did not arrive until the following morning. He
was gladly welcomed, and it gave us all great pleasure to acknowledge
the attentions that had been heaped upon us by his order, and the
kindness of the officers of the fort.

He paid me a visit on board, and felt greatly pleased with the ship,
which was the first man-of-war he had ever been on board of. On his
lnavmg the vessel, the yards were manned, and three hearty cheers
given him by the crew, who were aware of his kindfess Tu ordering
them a supply of fresh provisions. He dined with us, and the next
morning returned to the Cowlitz Farm, on his way back to Van-
couver.

After the rejoicings were ended, the surveying party was agam
despatched T complete the survey of Puget Sound.

The, height of Mount Rainier was obtained by measurin} a base
line on the prairles, in which operation 1 was assisted by Lieutenant
Case, and the triangulation gave for its height, twelve thousand three
hundred and thirty feet. :

While engaged in these duties, I noticed from a point of the prairie,
Ibq’qhna cones of both Mount St. Helen's and Mount Hood very dis-
tinotly. These mountains all resemble each other closely, and appear
mmqmnhpfmnsperfectcoues. They give great interest and
mmm ‘Mount Rainier is at all times a very striking’

M’hqm the prairies about Nisqually, rifing as it does almost im-
‘the plain, with a gradual slope, until the snow-line is
v hen the ascent hecomes more precipitous.
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The ascent of these mountains has never been effected, but it was
my intention to attempt it, if my other duties had permitted, as 1. was

‘very anxious to get a view of their terminal craters, The

the Peacock, however, and the great amount of work nm:ﬂy
devolving on the rest of the squadron, made it impossible for me to
undertake this additional labour.

Around Nisqually there are many beautiful rides, and if there were
any vehicles, they would be equully favourable as drives;. for the
country admits of a carriage being driven in almost any direction,
within many miles of the fort. «

The Company have as yet few fields enclosed, nor is it nacasaary
that they should have, so long as the cattle are watched and penned in
at night. The practick of penning is adopted, not only to protect the
animals from the wolves, but to save the manure and apply it to a
useful purpose. These pens are about half an acre in size, and are
enclosed with our Virginia fence, made of pine rails. They are moved
once a week, which, in the course of the year, gives a fertilizing effect
10 a large piece of ground; and all those portions of it that have been
poor and barren are thus brought readily, and at little expense or
labour, under good cultivation.

On this farm there were about two hundred acres under cn!uvauop,
which I wasinformed would yield fifteen bushelsof wheat to the acre, and
itis intended to convertit inlo a grazing farm, for which purpose a stock
of cattle was on its way from California, during the year of our visit.

1t is estimated that three thousand sheep, fifteen hundred head of
cattle, and about four hundred horses, may be maintained at this place.
Mr. Anderson, a clerk of the Company, whom I have mentioned as
being in charge of the post, receives no more than one hundred pounds
for hig superintendence.

The observatory duties being completed, 1 set ouf, with L:Bu!.enut
Budd and Mr. Eld, in three boats, to join<the lurvaying party u
Lieutenant Case. Mr, Anderson accompanied us, on a visit to ym
Shute’s River Falls, where we intended 1o take horses, to ride to the
Bute Prairie, with some men, to open several of the mounds, 1o dis-
cover their contents, if they had any.

By the stupidity of the Indian guide, we took l.ha wrong arm of the
soond, and did not discover our error until we reached its extreme

limit, where, as night overtook us, we were forced to encamp.

The next day, however, we reached the falls, which were mugmﬁ. F

cant, both in, height and volume of water. This arm, which I bave

called Budd's, is a fine harbour, nine mlles in depth, and about half Al

ile wide.
mile wi o)
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'*quncnmpmem near by (which was surrounded by *
Seringias in full blossom), and giving Lieutenant Budd and Mr. Eld
orders, Mr. Anderson and myself, with six men, set off for the Bute
Prairie, with shovels and picks. We reached the place about five
o’cloek, through a rain which had wet the bushes and undergrowth sc
much, that in passing through the Indian trails, we were completely
drenched. These bushes consisted principally of Rubus and Alder. On
our route we passed several beautiful and secluded prairies, of excellent
soil, and covered with many flowers. The men began their digging
early in the morning. These mounds have been formed by scraping
the surface earth together in a heap. The soil, therefore, is very rich,
and they have a rank growth of vegetation on them. Much of this
rich earth or mould must have been brought from a distance. The
regularity of their construction and shape, as well as the space over
which they are scattered, are surprising. Although I could obtain no
direct information respecting them, I was one day told that the
medicine-man gathered his herbs from them, to make the decoctions
with which he effects his cures.

Although all tradition concerning them may be lost, yet the custom
of these medicine-men may have survived, and taking into considera-
tion the influence they have had and still have over the tribes, it is
possible that their predecessors might have had something to do with
the formation of these monuments. They certainly are not places of
burial, They bear the marks of savage labour, and a an under-
taking as would have required the united efforts of a whole tribe.

The holef which was dug directly in the centre, was about four feet
in diameter. At a depth of about six feet was found a kind of pave-
ment of round stones, laid on the subsoil of red gravel. No articles
of any description were discovered in the mounds, .. g
*ﬁi?lg'wemed 1o be grouped in fives, as in the figure SEl= =4 :
annexed.  Althqugh there is a general resemblance ~ 1 %
among them, they evidently have been constructed SESE
- successively, and at intervals of several years. I heard A& WS
- it suggested that they had been formed by water-courses, but this I view

as impossible, for they are situated on a level prairie, and are at least
aw in pumber,

~ Observations for latitude and longitude were obtained here, but the
 weather did not permit me to get angles on Mount Rainier, as I was
[ mﬂlﬁ of doing. The next day I paged with my friend, Mr.
e »n, who desired to return to Nisqually, while we returned to the

-
e

~ The ide wans more disagrecable than we had before found it,
mﬁ lﬁft Hurhly glad (o get back to the surveying parties.
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- On the 12th, at seven o'clock, we began our ﬁn'vequ@pem
and after a hard day’s work, joined Lieutenant Case's party, when ¢ &
took charge of the whole. My force, which now consisted of seven
boats and their crews, was sufficiently strong to make rapid progress:
the putting up of signals, the triangulation, and soundings, were all
carried on at the same time. When we reached our encampment at
night, the rough draft of our day’s work was completed. We con-
tinued thus employed until the 17th, when we reached the ships, having
completed the surveys of all the numerous branches of this sound:
these all afford safe navigation for large vessels. ThG land is low, and
well covered with various kinds of trees, among which the pine pre-
dominates: the other trees, consisting of spruces, oaks, arbutus, alders,
and great quantities of seringias in full blossom, reminded me of our
gardens at home. The perfume of the flowers scented the air for a
long distance around. Some of the seringia-bushes were from twelve
to fifteen feet high.

‘The soil is in some places good, but in others it is quite light and
sandy. At the head of all the branches there are extensive mud-flats,
and some small patches of salt meadow. We did not meet with many
natives: those who inhabit this region were probably employed in
taking fish, and they seldom remsin in any place beyond the time
necessary for this purpose.

On my return to the ship, T found that Lieutenant Johnson had
returned, with_the party of which he had charge.” I shall therefore
give in this place an account of their journey, and the country through
which they passed, referring the reader to my orders to* Lieutenant
Johnson, in Appendix XII,, for the route intended to be passed over,
and the duties to be performed. But before leaving Nisqually, 1 have
a few cwords to say about its position, and the Indian wibe of thnt
name.

The sitnation of Nisqually 1s badly chosc:‘l for tradg. for the anchmﬁ-
age is of small extent, and only a few vessels can be accommodated
within a reasonable distance of the shore. Tt would also be much ex-
posed to the southwest winds, and the hill is an insuperable objection .
to its becoming a place of deposit for merchandise, as it would very
much increase the labour and expense of teansportation. The Nis-
qually fort or post was chosen, as 1 have been informed, before the
Company had an idea of tmnspomng any articles by water. It has, .
however, one ghat recommendation, in the ease with which - mwr inny -~ ':u'_';
be obtained from the stream that flows in abreast of tiﬁf wchorage.
Much better places than Nisqually could be found in this vieinity, for
the Jocation of a pm There is ongn pamcular,gmm‘ﬁhm‘: .

as M 1 -
¥ U - _'.'.' =y -
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m-nhnm ‘wile and a half to-the north of Nisqually anchorage,®
where- the: shore has a considerable indentation. There, although the
~ waler is deep, vessels would be protected from the winds which blow
most violently, from the southwest, southeast, and northwest, and also
from any sea, while Nisqually is not: this place is equally well supplied

with water, and the hill is by no means so precipitous.
~ The spring tides were found to be eighteen feet, those of the neaps
twelve feet. High water, at the full and change, at 6" 10, »
During the whole of our stay there was found to be a great discrepancy
between the daysnd night tides, the latter not rising as high as the

former by two feet.

The country in this vicinity is thought to be remarkably healthy,
and on:all these salt-water inlets, the winter is”represented to be mild,
and but of short duration. The mean temperature, six feet under
. ground, during our stay at the observatory, from the 20th of May till
~ the 14th of July, was found to be 58:5°. 1 was not fully satisfied that
mmrd ‘gave correct results for the mean temperature of the
“climate, although frosts do not penetrate the ground ; for by