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hy numaturc paintings, set in jewels, of the 
, C''UCfji.r;01l, the 1-,rgin, and the Saints. Their 
ruhe~ of various·coloured satin w('r(' (If the 
most ('ostly ,'mbroidery; and eYen upon thl's(' 
w('n' miniature pictures set with prrcio\l~ 

stOIH'S " Sueh, according 10 the eon8t~crated 

re<,ord of antient da~'s, was the app<'ara,J('{' of 
th(' hig-h-pri('st. of old; of Aaron and of his 
sons: holy mc'n, standing by the tab,'rnaclto (If 
the ('ong'n'gation, in fine rain1l'nts, the work
manship of .. 8e7.alec\. the !ooon of Uri, the Bon 
of Hur. ot'the triht, ht' Juoah: It is saitl therc 
is a ("onVt~nt in 1lloJcou' "h('I'(> womE"n nr(' <"0-

tirely l'lI1ploy"d in working dte8Sl'S for the 
pries", 

Alter two hoor. had been spent in \'urWl!S 
ceremonies, the archbishop ad \'anced , hoitling 
forth a ero~ •• which all the people crowtl('tI to 
embrace, S(flleezillg' cach other O(·arly to sutii.
cation. As ~o(Jnt llOwC'V(.'r. as th(·jr t'a!.!'l'rll{'!oi~ 

had been sI)mewhat sati"fit'd, h(' n'tirC'tI to the 
sacri~ly, unoer a prc·tence of '("'kin!;, till' the 
body of Christ: ",Iwre putting 011 a plain purplc 
wbe, he again ath'aneed, exclaiming thr('c times, 
in a very loud \'oi('e, " CHIt!'T IS RI~EN!'" 

• 

(J ) b<-f' tb4" \ 'i(DCU~ '0 till' CLaptrr. . 

(J ) n~ • hoi,. of th~ pt .. tf'bck·d "f'atl'h ror 1M W,.r (~riHt and. 
tbe. IUlnCq'lU':lIt tbout of 44 (/.rutN lWCT'tw:Oj ". rcpttitioa. or the ow. 
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The most remarkable part of the solemnity ClHr. 
IV. 

now followed . The archbishop, desef'nding into '-' ...., ...... .J' 

the hody of the church, concluded the whole 
ceremony by crawling' round the pavement on 
his hands and knees, ki"ing the consecrated 
picture's, wlwther 011 the pillars, the walls, the 
altars, or the tombs; the prie8t~ ancJ.all the 
IWol'J.. imitating' his example. Sepulchres were 
op,·".·d, and the mummied hodies of incorrup-
tihk saints !'xillbited: all of thl' ~c Ilnderwent 
the iame g'('lwral kis~ing. 

'l1\Us wa~ lO(u/,'r I'rodaimed: and riot 
deballdl!'ry in~tantly broke loose. The 

an d E l:('f"'N"'o of 
. til(' POIlU--
Inn Ia('u, 

where "I' lodged hecame a Pandll'm(lnium. 

Drinking'. dUIH'ing, and singing'. continued 
throu!!h the nig-ht ,U1d day. But, in the midst 
of all lh('s(' ,'XC(,SSl'S, quarrels hardly e,'er took 
"Ia('(' . The wil<l. rlldl' riot of a Russian popu
lac(' ,.; filII "f huma"it~,. FE'w disputes arc 
heard; flU hlows arc g'in'n; no li,'es endau-

• 
g'ered, but hy drinking. No meeting-. take 
place, of any kind, Without repeating the ex
pressions of peace and joy, CHBISTOS \'OSCRE5S! 

HC"nthc'Q cprtmony I'f't;J .. :-tl~ tbe FiUtl.iDf; aC (h,.,S. r.'vtllTcA de-
If'ri~'l th~ ~nl(' tlMt lit tNW'f'I,i(lD .nd ce1'("ltJon~'; adduu:. H Th~1t all 
lhat *"' p"""" (''1 (Jut _uh • Invd ~ke. ()qUI ,. FOC'C'P !" LW ~ 
-t«.,..t ~; • .. :.,.. ........ '''t-yciHll' .. ,; 'o.,~. Pt".,. lk r,ii.. n Dam. 
c. 39. 
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CI"ist is risen I-to which the auswer always is 
thl" same, Vo /ST/NEY VOSCRES,;! lie is , ' i,e1l 

illr/t:ni .' 

011 J.:asler ,lfond".'! begins thc prt"l'ntalion of 
Ilw Paschal "g{!..\: lovers to tlwir l\li~lrC"l". 

reialive.'.lo ('aeh olher, sl'rvanls 10 Ilwir m:lS

tt'r!-'. all brillg' ornallll'ntcd ('g'g'!-O. E rt,'I") t!ll( 'rili~ 

at this season is ('ailed a Pastltal ep,{.!. The 
nleaucst paupl'r ill tilt.' strLTt, pll'S"'lltlll~ an 
f'~~. and rrpeatiil~ the word:-o Chri,\/n,1ii I (; .\~n',\s, 

Illay d"Ill,,,,d a salult' t'Yt'lI of Ihl' EIllJ,rl'~s. 

All hll~illt,,,s i~ "ud asid .. ; II", Uppl'r r""k~ are 

cn:.!':\'..!l,d ill Yi!'litill~. halls. dilllH.' rs. suppt.'rw, 

ma''1"erad(' ~; whik hoors till Ihl' air wllh 

their ~flll;!S, or rull iHI<>" it'all'd ahout tht' streets, 

S .. n 'alils appear ill new allll tawdry livcrit's. 

and carria\!cs ill till' most SlIIl\ptuuus <lel'o
rath)ll, 

In till' mid,;t .of thi~ uproar we made:. our

s('h'e~ 'ag 1I\11l'1I like /{u.<.\irm,< as po""bk. alld 
Wl'nt in caftans to Olll' of tl", puhliC' "allM of 
thl' rjtiz('n~. gin'lI ill ollr inl), It was held in 
a suitl' of 'n'eral apartments; alld it nUl\lerous 

hand of mUSIC, ,'''IIII'0scd of \'iuitlls, wind 
instrum('nt~, an,l kettir'-drullls, had htlcn pro. 

vir/ed, The master of the inn hall al.<;o taken 
carl' to invite a cnmpauy of giJMies, to entertain 



MOSCffiV. 

t.he C'llmp3ny hy their danC'in~. A I\in~le r(JuNe 
was tt.'manded a_ the price of admission. All 
fear" of appearing like forci~rrlerfl vanished 
upon our ('ntering the principal ball-mom; for 
we found an aSHemhly as variou~ in their appear
am'(' as the lllotley members of a ma .. querade. 
Upon SOIl1(' bl'lH'hcs was s(]uatted ~ groupe 
of Turk,. rl'garding' tl,,' scelle with their usual 
gra\'ity alld indifi"T(-·nt'c. ulIlllo\,ed by shouts 
III .i0~· or hv tumultuous songs, by the noise 
of .hl' da,,("in~, or by th" thundering of a IJair 
(If kettl,' ·drul11S "'''Sl' to their ears, In another 
room wa,. a party of Bltcitarimls, with tlat no~e8, 
high I'h",'k·bolll's, and little CH'S;' their hcads , , 

~ha\'('n, and ha\'ill ,ii' slllall conic'al ('mbroiden:d 

cap" on th!' top of their bald Sl'ulls: these JIlcn 

wore r",1 morocco boob. ~ong' trowsers uf blue 
cloth, with a ginH!' aJlf\ a 1'1Ii~nanL lksidcs 
the Il"c/Iflriml-f, wcre Chi'l/'se 771erd"mls, Cv.;sac k,<, 

and ('vcn Ca/mllch .. , all of whom appeared as 

"pcctators. In til(' middle. of the rOOIll, tht! 
Russian l·oor .. , and thc tradesmen of thl" (·ity. 

wl"re dancing with prostitutes, while thl"ir own 
wives and daughters were walking' about. 

A party of gipsit'$ was perfonning thl' national 

dance, called, from the !lir by whidl it is 
accompanied, Banna. It reselIlbled our F.ng · 
li8h hurnpipe, and was full of expressions of 
the mOBt ferocious licentiousness. The male 

77 
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~v~P. dancer expressecl his savage JOY III squeaks, 
, , I contortions, and sudden convulsive spasms 

that seemed to agitate his whole frame; stand
ing sometimes still, then howling, whining 
tenderly, or trembling in all his limbs to the 
music, which was very animating. Th.s dance, 
althoug!. extremely common in Russia, they con
fess to have derived from the gipsies; and it may 
therefore seem probable that our hornpipe was 
introduced by the same people. Other gijJsies 

were telling fortunes, according to their I1ni
versal practice, or' begging for presents of 
oranges and icc. This extraordinary people, 
found in all parts of Europe, " 'as originally 
one of the casts of India, driven out of their 
own territory: they' are distinguished among 
Indian tribes hy a na;te which signifies Thieves '. 

They have a similar appellation among the 
Finlanders. They preserve (,vHy-where the 
same features, manners, and customs, and, 
what is more rel\tarkablc, almost always the 
same mode of dress. The extraordinary re
semblance of the female {(ipsi". to the women 
of India was remarked hv our officers and men 

" 
in Eg!JjJ/, when General Baird arrived with his 

( I) Set' t :' e Commentary' ~l r Prllf(',,",or P:,,-tlian, of Abo ill P,,,IClNd, 

U)lJIJ the Chronicle of that Uohcrsity. Hi'i works are not sj.lfflciently 

/"UU\HI. He ha .. writtell the History and Origitl of tbe l'inland' 
7i .. A I, and a ,cry l'IwJilc lJi'l:'f'rtatioD cODcerning' the GipM. 
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anny to join Lord HUlchiruon. The seapoys CHAP. 
1\'. 

had many of their women with them, who were ,"' - ..... -'" 
exactl y like our giJ),Iios . I n regulating their 
dress, they lavish all their finery upon their 
head. Their costume in Russia is very different 
from that of the nativcs; they wear enormous 
caps, co,'ered with ribbons, and decQSated in 
front with a prodigious quantity of silver coina; 
these form a matted mail-work over their fore-
},eads. They also wear the same coins as 
necklaces, and a smaller kind as pendants to 
their ears. The Russians hold them in great 
contC'llpt, never speaking of them without 
abu, ... ; and feel themselves contaminated by 
their touch, unless it be to have their fortune 
told. They believe gipsies not only have the 
wish, bllt the power, to cheat everyone they 
tiE:e, and therefore generally avoid them. For-
merly they were more dispersed over Russia, 

and paid no tribute; but DOW they are collected, 
and all belong to one noblemlln, to whom they. 
pay a certain tribute, and rank among the 
number of his slaves. They accompany their 
dances with singing, and loud clapping of the 
hands; breaking forth, at intervals, with shrieks 
and short expressive cries, adapted to the sud-
den movements, gestures, and tunls of the dance. 
The male dan~rs hold in one hand a hand-
kerchief, which they wave about, and manage 
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with grace as well ns art. The dance, like 
that of the Almeh.· in Egypt, although full of 
the grossest libidinous expression. ".tnd mo~t 

innec{'nt postur('. is in other respects graceful. 
Nothing can be more so than the man ncr ill 

which they sometime~ w'We and extend their 
arms: it resembles the attitudes of Bacchana
lians represented on Greek vases. But the 
women do not often exhibit those attitudes: 

• 
they generally maintain a stiff upright position, 
keeping their feet close, and beating a tattoo 
with their high heels. 

When the Russians dance the barilla, it is 
accompanied with the balplaiha. Formerly 
the nobles were great admirers of that simple 
and pleasing instrument; but now, imitating 
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thc manners of France and England, they have CIIAP. 
JV. 

laid it asi(le. Many of them are still able to ''-...... --' 
use it; but as th('y deem ~uch un accomplish-
ment a Rort of de"radatiun in the eyes of 
foreigners, they arc ~c1dum prevailed upon to 
betray their skill; lIke many of the 'l7eM 
la<lies, who, searcply able to spra/v Eugli,,/', 
ullert ignorance of their " alit'e tongue. 

Collected ;n other parts of rooms opened 
foJ;, this a~sembly, were vocal performers, in 
parties of ten or t"'ch'c each, singing volunta
ries. They prescr\'ed the most perfect har
mony, cacho ta:,iu!: a separate part, although 
without any seeming consciousness of the skill 
thus cxertC'<1. The female dancers and assist
ants in thi. ball were many of them prostitutes; 
but the wi\'cs and daughters of the peasants 
and lower tradesmen mingled with thebe 
women, dressed out in their full national 
costume, and were apparen9Y not at all dis
pleased with snch society . 

. 
The l'all '!f the nol'le" admits of a very diffe-

rent description. It took place evety Tuesday; 
aIHI, it may be truly said, that EurojJe exhibits 
nothing like it. The laws of the suciety exclude 
every person who is by birth a plebeian; and 
this excluRion haq been extended to foreigners; 

VOL. 1. 

Dall of tbe 
NolJh.~ 
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CIIAP. therefore we fdt gT!\tt'ful in being allowed 
IV. 

'-__ • .-wl' admission. Prince Fia:emskoy , who marned an 
English lady. kindly procured tick(' ts for us; 
notwithstanding the danger at that time uf 
sh('wing kindness and attention to Englishmen'. 
Ifhis Excellmcy be now living, he is requested 
to pardol:. this testimony of his generous conde
scensIOn. The author feels sensible that a 
congeniality of sentimcnt will render any apo
logy superfluous for the sacrifice he has dsc
~\'here made in the cause of truth. 

The coup d'a:il, upon entering the grand 
saloon, is inconceivable. The company con· 
sisted of near two thousand persuns. The 
dresses werc the most sumptuous that can bc 
imagined; and, what is more remarkahl(', they 
were conceived in the purest taste, and were 
in a high degree becoming. The favonrite 
ornamEnts of the ladies, at this time, were 
cameos, which th«;:y wure npon their arms, in 
girdles round their waists. or upon their 
bosoms; a mode (,[ adorning the fair that ha. 
since found its way to our uwn country, and 

(I ) I Wi5h to Ill}' pnrtil"lllar ~tre!;s llpon thi., C'ircum<,!lUH'C'. a~ H.hl'l~t 
all tranllcn ha\'t celebrated Ru'>si,an h'>'>pitahty, l:Il.d pari i~ ulnrly tbat 
of the iuhabitant,; of Most--./Ie. .. L'hu6pitalitf! dell RUl)ie't," any the 

Authors of the fO!j"8e de Dtl4Z Frtnl(l1.iI" " Pilcott iei d.ma tout ~~n 
jour:' 
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was originally derived from Par;s; but the 
women of Frame nn" England may go to 
Mo.,cow to sec their own fashjon~ set off to 
advantage. The drapery was disposed chiefly 
after the Grecian coStllll1£', and the hair worn 
bound up rOllnd the head. The modes of dress 
in London nnd Paris are generally "blended 
together by the ladies of Moscow, who select 
from either that whieh may become them best; 
'and, in jll .,ticf' to thcir charms, it must be 
eonfes.';eu no country in the world ean boast of 
superior beauty. Whcn, in addition to their 
personal attractions. it is considered, that the 
most excessive extru,-uganc(' is used to procure 
whatever may contribute to their adornment'; 
that a whole t,)rtune is sometimes lavished 
"pon a sing-Ie dress; that they are assembled 
in one of the finest rooms in the world, lighted 
and decorated with matchless elegam:e and 
splendour; it Illay be supposed the effect has 
never been surpassed. 

In such an asscmbly, we had every reason 
to supposc a couple of English travellers might 

(~) Jt. it related ,'ery genf'r31ly. in the hig-bt'r drdes of the <'it,.. 
that a Princess of MGScou'J ",bo hl\<i purchuwd a ~';g to imitate the 
f'(llour of her· own bail', confined bel' bair-dreuer in a cluKt, fed. biro. 
a1way. herself. aod tlllrn¥ed him only to ('gme out duriu( her toUe-ne, 
in order thnt ber rub. treAel might not be detcrud. 

G 2 
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CHAP. pass without notice. We had, mor·~ovcr, a 
n'. 
... I particular reason for hoping this would be the 

case; as, in obe.lience to a decree of the 
Emperor PAUL, we had collected our short hair 
into a queue, which appeared most ridiculously 
curtailed, sticking out, like any thing but that 
which ii' was intended to represent, and most 
remarkably contrasted with the long tails of the 
Russialls. Unfortunately, the case was other
wise; and a curiosity to see the two ElIgf;,hmeu 
becoming general, to our great dismay' we 
found ourselves surrounded by a crowd of 
persons, some of whom thought proper to ask, 
u'},o cut onr hair? Such questions, it may be 
conceiverl, did not add to the e"ening's amuse
ment; but our astonishment was completed the 
next day, in receiving the thanks and blessings 
of a poor ragged barber, who had powdered us 
at th'" inn, and whose fortune he assur{'d us we 
had made; all the young nobles having sent for 
him, to cut and.·dress their hair in the same 
ridiculous manner'. 

Such a triAing incident would not have been 
mentioned, if it had not ultimately taken 1\ 

(I ) A review of tllia work ba& arr,eared in America, prornsedly 
written by a Rus$ian: indeed, it lxnn stroDg "internftl evidence of 
8m:" un origin. Its author, 'peakia, of thi9 anc('dote, conres.lu'~ 
" tI,tIl It hfu uU the appcarO,n&e of 6ei11e'rlgOTotUly 'rw." The italllC 
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\"Cry serious turn; for the police-officers inter
lering, the young men, who had thus docked 
themselves, were apprehended in the public 
walks, severely reprimanded, and compelled to 
wear false hair; ami we were obliged to use 
the utmost circumspection, lest we should also 
be apprehended, and perhaps tre~d with 
more flgour. 

The dances were called QuadriU", Polonese, 
and Eng/i.lh. Thc IVultz, once their favolll ite, 
had be ell prohibit~d. But whatever name they 
gave to their dances, they were all dull, and 
cOllsisted merely in a sort of promenade. l"either 
the men nor the wOlllen exhibited the slightest 
degree of animation in the exercise, but seemed 
to consider it HS a sort of apology for not 
sitting still. Every person wlIrc ~ full dress; 
the men appearing either in uniform, or ill 
coats of very rich embroidery. 

--. -.- --------.. ------_. 
'tt'klltl\\"led~mellt of Ailfflith is; made with regard to the pit'kpocl..e.t in 
tbe Cathedral. lilcullllg during his devotions: but be dt'nieJo ('wu the 
possillility {If nnuther thdt, mf'11tioued iu p. 92. It is for this .... ritu 
to explain ~ hy he shnuhl deny tht! least ilJ1proiJnble story of the three j 

~Breeilllly as there are Qlany li"lllg ",jtnes.;;ea of its truth. In statiug 

the time of our rc~ideDce in Ruuia J witL a d~sr!'t of Qccunuy highly 
characteristic of his ~uDtrymen, instead of calculatiug' the period 

frOID the day of our arrw::/, be datel i.t from that (.If our departure I 
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Surprising Talent of Imitation nmollg the Russia1ls

Remarkable p,.a"d practiled by a Native Artist

Rookscllas-State of Literature-Librari", <if the 
• 

Noblf~ -E?uijJagcs-C'Jstume rif the Bourgeoisie-

AT!l1tsements of tl", People-Chapel oj'th" TV"rsciwia 

-Miraclps u rrlllghl t!lerr:-Nalurf rif lite Impo~lurp

Artifice ({ a MC1 chant-A,lSa,lSinat;o" of an Archbi,lwp 

-:Motive /0>' the'W,mh;/> 'if PictUies-Rl'SemLiance 
between the Russians and Neapolitans-Wives <if the 

Nobles-Conduct 'if their Husband,<,-Children ofOrlof 

-Princess Menzic<if-Rcllibutive Spirit exercised by 

the Emperor at the Funeral <if his M other. 

ell AP, I 
y, N whatsoever country we seek for original 

~ral~:t of genius. we must go to Ruma for the talent of 
Jmitatio~ imitation. This is the aeme of Russian intellect; 
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the principle of all Russian attainments. The CHAP. 
v. 

RussianH have nothing of their own; hut it is ''"''''''' • .-_' 
not their fault if they ha,'e not every thing that 
others invent. Their H1Hprisillg powers of imi-
tation exceed all that has been hitherto known. 
The meanest Russian slave is sometimes able 
to accomplish the most intricate and "'the most 
delicate works of mel"hani~m; to copy, with 
single hand, what has <kmanded the joint 
labours of the best workmen in Fr'lllCe or in 
EbglaruL Although untutored, they are the 
blst actors in the world. A Russian gentleman, 
who had never beheld an European theatre, 
assisted durin g the repre~entation of a play 
in one of the remote eastern provinces, and his 
performance was accidentally witnesscd by 
persons who wpre capable of estimating its 
merit: they pronounced it to Le superior to 
the acflllg of any of our European stage-players. 
In other examples of their imitative powers, 
the author ha~ witnessed .somcthing similar. 
If they were instructed in the art of painting, 
they would become the finest portrait painters 
in the world, To the truth of this, we saw one 
striking testimony: in ~. miniature portrait of 
the Emperor, executed by a poor slave, who 
had only once sren him, during the visit he 
made ·to Moscow. Fcr the resemblance and 
the minuteness of the representation, it was 
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CI~:U. iuueed a surprisiug work. The effect produced 
, .' was like that o( beholding the ori~illal through 

a dimillishing lens. The BiIWlillglwm triuket
manufactory, where imitations of precious 
stones and of the precious metals are wrought 
with so much cheapness, is surpassed in 
.!ItOSCOIC; ."j.,eeause the workmanship is equally 
good, and the things themselves are cheaper. 
But the gre::tt source of wonder is in the nWJ1ner 
of their execution. At Birmingham, thcy result " 
from the labour of mo,ny persons; in JltusCOIlJ, 

from the hands of an individual; yet the dif
ference between divided and undivided labour 
in this lmmch of trade occasions none in the 
price of the articles. In .Moscow, imitations of 
the _'lIlaltese and Venetian gold chains were 
offered for sale, capable of deceiving any person, 
unless he were himself a goldsmith. This is 
not the case with regard to their cutlery; 
becausf> here a multiplication of labour is more 
requisitr. They ,fail therefore in hardware; 
not owing to any inability in imitating the 
works they import, but because they cannot 
alford to sell them for the same price. Where 
a patent, as in the instance of Bramah's locks, has 
kept up the price of an article in England lJeyonu 
the level it would otherwise find, the Russians 
have imitated it with the greatest perfection; 
and sold the copy at a lower rate than the 
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original, although equally valuable. This ex- CHAP. 

v. 
traordtnary talent for imitation .has been also • 
manifested in the Fine Arts. A picture by Ucma.ka. 

D ' .. ' th t I f P I b b d " Ie 1' ... d. letnel, 111 e s yeo 0 em erg, was orro,ve 
by one of the Russian nobility from his friend. 
T-he owncr of the picture had impressed his 
seal upon thc back of it, and had in!Jdil.,ed it 
with verscs and mottoes uf his own composition. 
Having so many mark~, he deemed his picture 

' ~afe an ywhere. But a copy so pcrfect was 
finished, both as to the painting, and to all the 
circl1nlstan('('s of colour in the canvas, and to 
the ~cal, and to the inscriptions, that when put 
into the original fr~me, and returnee! to its 
owner, the fraud was not discovered. This 
circumstance was aftcrwarcl s macle known by 
the conf".;;ioll of the artist employed; and there 
arc now residing in Petersburg ancl fofoscow 
foreign artists' of the highcst respectability 
and talents who attest its truth, One of them, 
Camporesi, assurcd us, th~t, walking in the 
suburbs uf l'rloscow, he entered a miserable hut 
belonging to a cobler; where, at the farther 
end of the dwelling, in a place designed to hold 
pans and kettles, and to dress victuals, he 
observed a ragged peasant at work. It was a 

. 
(I ) Gtulrm~hi or Ptttt'sburg, and Ca"rpnresi of MO$cofP, Italian 

architects employed in the service or the Cro\\u. 
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CH AI'. painter in enamel, copying very b('autiful pic-
< ... --,:,.'-" tures. The ~me person, he added, might 

hal'e bl'£,11 found the next day drunk in a cellar, 
or howling beneath the cudgel of his task
master. Undcr the present form of g"vernm£'nt 
in RII.:sia, it is not very prnbable tllUe the Fine 
Arts wYi! ever flourish. A Russian is either a 
8Ial'e, or he has received his freedom . In the 
former instance, he works only wIlen instigated 
by the rod of his master, and is cudgelled as
often as his owner thinks proper. While em
ployed in works of sculpture or painting, he 
is frc'1ucntly called oft; to mcnd a chair or a 
table, to drive nails into a wainscot, or to dau l) 

the walls of the house. ''''hcn evening fall_. 
as certainly falls a cudgel across his shouldE'rR; 
which is not the way to educate artists. But 
if he have received his freedom, the action of 
the cudgel ceasing, all stimulus to labour ends: 
he has then no other illstigation to work, than 
the desire of bein~: able to buy brandy, and to 
become intoxicated: this he docs whenever he 
can procure the m('all~. and thrre is soon a 
period put to any further exertion of his talents. 

]look. 

sellers. 
The booksellers' shops in Moscow arc better 

furnished than in Petersburg; but they are very 
rarely placed upon a ground-fluor. The con
venience of walking- into a shop from the street, 
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without climbing a flight of stairs, is almost CllAP. 

v. 
peculiar to England; although there be some \ • I 

exceptions, as in the Palais Royal at Paris, 
and in a few houses at 17ienna. The catalogue 
of Russian authors in some of the shops, fills 
an octavo volume of two hundred pages. 
French, Italian, German, and Englis~ooks, 
would be as numerou, here as in any other 
city, were it not for the ravages of the public 
.. ensors, who prohibit the sale of books, from 
th~ir own ignorant misconception of their con-
tentR. Sometimes a single volume, nay a single 
page, hf an author, is prohihitt'd, and the rest 
of the work, tlJUS mangled, permitted to be 
sold. There is hardly a single modern work 
which has not been subject to their correction. 
The numuer of prohibited books is so great, 
that the trade is ruined. Contraband publica-
tions are often smuggled; but the danger is 
so imminent, that all respectable booksellers 
leave the trade to persons, I;ither more daring, 
or who, from exercising other occupations, arc 
less liable to suspicion. 

Yet there are circumstances arising from the s .... or 
state of public affairs in the two cities, which Literature. 

give a superiority to the booksellers of jl,loscow. 
In and· near the city reside a vast number of 
tbe Russian nobility. )\ foreigner might live 
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many years there, without ever hearing the 
names of some of them; whcreas at Petersburg 

a few only are found, who all beloug to the 
Court, and arc thcrefore all known. The 
nubles of Alasco", have, many of them. formerly 
figured in the preRence of their sovereign, and 
ha,·c 'b~n ordered to rcside in this city; or 
they have pas~ed their youth in fureign travel, 
and have withdrawn tn their seals in itR 
enVlfons. Many of them have ll1ag-nificcn~ · 

libraric~; and, as the amusement of collect;")g, 
rather than the pleasure of re>lding books, has 
been the reason of their i()rming those slIn.p
tuou~ collections, the bookscllns receive orneis 
to a very large amount '. When a Russian 
nobleman reads, which is a very rare circum
stance, it is commonly a novel; either Rome 
licentious trash ill the Fren<h language, or some 
English romance translated into that language. 
Of thc latter, the 'Italian' of Mrs. RlIdcl!1fe 
has been hetter d{lnc than any other; bccause, 
representing customs which are not absolutely 
local, it admits of easier transition into any 
other European tongue. But when any attempt 

(I ) Tbe,e orders Are I'iIHTlt(imes given in the ~tyle relatt'rl. of Rimlli./f 
l\·fII·.wk'!I~ a seljcant in tht! Guardo;, ",he. &uccccllcd Zori(: iu the 
all ~cI iUl16 of C.HIIE!! 1'\ F. 'I'll E 51: co,," o. This mall seut fur a ,bookselkr, 

lilill "aid, " I-it me up a IUl.nU.lome [jbla)"y: little books abol'e, a7id gn'ul 

1II11C' /'tlow," 
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is made to translate 'Tom Junes, • The Vicar 

93 
CHAP. 

v. 
<if IVahr:field: or any of our inimitable original 1,.' _. __ -'1 

pictures of English manners, the effeet is ridi-
culous beyond description. Squire IVeslern 
becomes a French Philosopher, and Goldsmlth's 
Primrose a Fleur de Lis. 

Books of real literary repntation are not to L;!",.,.;e<nC 
t il l' :\vh\... .... 

be obtained either in the shops of Petersburg or 
,(If :MOSC01V. Productions of other days. which 
frbm their importance in science have become 
rare, arc never to be l'lUnd. Costly and 
frivolous volumes, sumptuously bound, 1Ulcl 
gorgeously dectll att'd. constitute the precious 
part of n libr,\ry. in Russian estimation. Gaudy 
French cditioll". of Fonlenel/e, of ll.farmontel. of 
Italian sonneteer_, with English folios of but-
terflics. ~hells. and flowers; etliliulls by Ba.<-

!;en'ille, Bensle.'!, and Bulmer. with hot-pressed 
and wire-wove paper; in short, the toys rather 
than the instruments of Sfit'ncc, attract the 
notiee of all the Hussian amateurs. A mul'Y-

~ 

nifi('ent library in Russia will be found to con-
tain very little of useful literature. In vain, 
among their stately collections, smelling- like 
a tannery of the leather which bears their name, 
may we seek for classic authors, historian~, 

lawgivers, and poets. A copy of the Elityc/o

Juxdia, indeed, placed more for ostentation than 
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CHAP. for use, may perhaps, in (l solitary instance or 
::.. , two, greet the eye; but this will be found to 

be the only estimable work throughout their 
gilded shelves'. 

Equ;pa,... After LOIlIl01l and Constantinople, Afoscow is 
doubt'te!.Ol the most remarkable city in Europe. 
A stranger, passing rapidly through the ~treets, 
might pronounce it to be dull. dirty, and unin
teresting; while another, baving resided there", 
would affirm, that it had rather the character 
of a great commercial and wealthy metropolis. 
If the grandeur and the riches of its inhabitants 
be estimated by the splendour of their cqUl
pages, and the numbPI' of hor,;cs attu('hed to 
each, 11/0sCOlO wuuld sUl'pa~s all the cities of 
the eartb. There is hardly all individual above 
th~ rank of a plebeian who would he seen 
without four horses to his carriagc: the gcnc
rality have six. But the manner in which this 
pomp i, displayed ,presents a perfect burlesque 
npon stateliness. A couple of ragged boys are 
placed as postillions, before a coachman, in 
such sheep-skins as are worn by peasants in 
the woods: behind the carnage are stationed 

(I) The lihrary of Count Bolin'line, hClenftec noticed, t.I~.er\·1!d a 

different charaC"ut; hut PCrb81)a, lx-fnre the author can make the u

ceptioll) the valuable Collection of this nobi€'wau has ~en dilperacd. 
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a groupe of lackeys, more tawdry, but not CHAP. 

less ludiuous, than their drivers. To give '. ~. 
greater eficct to all this, the traces of the 
harness are so long, that it requires considerable 
management to preserve the horses from being 
entangled, whenever they turn the corner of 
a street, or when they halt. Notwith~ding 

titis, no stranger, however he may deride its 
absurdity, will venture to Yi~it tllC nobles, if 
he wish for their notice. without four horses 
t;;- \,Us chariot, a rag~ed coachman and postillion, 
and a parade of equipage that must excite his 
laughter in proportion as it insures their coun
tenance and approbation. 

\Vives of tradesmen, during the season C .. tu",.. 

of their fcsti,·als. are seen driving about 
in drosl.'ies, with riches upon their persons suf-
ficien t to purchase a peerage. Caps made of 
matted work of pearls. with Turkish and Persian 
shawls, and diamond ear-rin~g, arc often exhi-
bited; preserving, at the same time, the national 
co~tume, howeve,. costly the apparel. This 
costume is remarkably graceful when the shawl 
is worn, and as much otherwise when it is not.. 
The shawl covers the head. and falls in thin 
folds over the shoulders, reaching almost to the 
feet. The celebrated Pallas gave to us a. 
drawing representing the wife of a Russian 

, 
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CHAP. tradesman, with an old duenna, or nurse, who ,'. 
, • ! is found in almost erery family. It was 

An. ll <; .. . 
m Ult., 

executed by his artist, Geisler. With that good 
humour which always characterized him, finding 
the women unwilling to have their figures deli
neated. he caused Mrs. Pallas to assume the 
dress~ the yount( wife, and he put on his own 
person the habit of the duenna; thns affording 
a scenic representation, in which the persons 
of the drama, although strongly caricatured.
:lre, the Professor and his 'Vye. 

The amusements of the people are those of 
children; that i~ to say, of English children; 
for in Paris and Naples the author has witnessed 
similar amusements; grave senators and states
men being sometimes seen mounted upon 
wooden horses, round-abouts, and ups-and-dolllns, 
with the lower order of inhabitants. It will 
be said, the English arc a grave people; but 
a bctter reason llI!ly perhaps be assigned for 
the want of such infantine Hports at our wakes 
and fairs. Certainly there is no part of our 
island where men of forty and fifty years of 
age would be seen riding on a wooden horse, 
or chuckling in a vaulting-chair. Three Rus. 
sians, at the same time, will squeeze themselves 
into one of those chairs. and, as they. are 
whirled round, scream fOF joy, like infants 
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tossed in the nurse's arms. lSome years ago. 
the present King of the Two Siciiies was accus
tomed to join his principal courtiers in a similar 
amusement. 

In the Gate lif the Remrrection, at the eastern 
extremity. of the 'r.;erschaia, one of the pt1!1cipal 
stre.ets in JlloscolV, thf're is a small open 
sanctuary, before which, at all hQUr~ of the 
qay, people are assembled, crossing and pro
sti\ting themselves. 'Ve had the curiosity to 
penetrate the host of devotees, and to enter 
this little temple. An old man with a long 
IJeard was there selling- candles to the numerous 
visitants, who, immediately after buying the 
candles, placed them hefore a picture of the 
Fitgin Il.'illt Ih~ Bleeding Clteek. The place was 
filled with a variety of pictureb of SRints and 
Martyrs: but there werc two of the Virgin, 
larger tllan the rest, facing the street: one of 
them is said to have be(>1\ byought hitut'r by 
an angt'l; which can.ses the extraordinary devo
tion paid to this picture in particular; although 
there be many such paintings in other parts of 
MoscoUJ, having the same reputation of a mira
culous importation. The part~ular picture to 
which reference is now made, was framed in 
l5ilver. set round with gems, true or false, of 
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(ilu.P. various magnitude. It has great celebrity, 
:. . from the numberless uuracles it IS supposed 

to have wrought. in Iwaling the sick. restoring 
sight to the blind. and showering down favours 
of ~II killd" lipan its worshippers. Now, sup
posing only fuur persons to present th~mselves 
everY-'ii.linute before this picture. (a!ld some
times fifty in the same instant may be observed 
opposite the shrine.) no less a number than ten 
thousand eight hundred and eighty persons will ,..-
be found to visit it in the short space of tw(l"ve 
hours. It would be indeed a miracle. if. <lut 
of this number, one or two did not occasionally 
experience relief; either from sickness of body. 
or from sorrow, or in conscquence of any other 
wished-for change: and, whenever this happens. 
if only once in thirty days. (which would be 
to reckon one only out of eighty-six thousand 
four hundred persons, not counting the nightly 
visitants,) the noise of it is circulated far and 
wide; the story itself exaggerated; and th" 

• 
tllrong of votaries thereby increased. UpOIl 
such ground an ideot might raise as vast a 
superstructure of ignorance and credulity as 
any even Russia itself has witnessed. The 
pictnre of a Saint found accidentally in the 
street; hnman hones dug up in a forest; a 
dream; some casual and rude repre~entatjon 

of a cross; a lusus natura? (as ill the colours 
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of a pied horse, or the veins in a piece of flint CHAP. v. 
or marble); in short, whatsoever represents, or ''--.... --' 
is supposed t~ resemble, any thing belonging 
to their prodigious catalogue of superstitious 
objects, might occasion a resort of devo-
tees, give rise to a church, or to a market-
place for wax-chandlers, painters, and ~ver-
smiths, as profitable as the shrine of Diana at 
Ephesus. 

). circumstance so likely has frequently 
happened. A merchant of Moscow, more re
nowned for speculation than for piety, caused 
a coffin to be dug up. some years ago, with the 
supposed bod y of it Saint, in the interior of the 
empire. eastward of the city. The throng to 
this coffin, from all parts, became immense; 
the blind wert', as usual, healetl; the lame left 
their crutches suspended as trophies of mira
culous cures; and, in a short time, all the other 
churches were deserted, in consequence of the 

• 
reputation of the newly-discovered Saint. It 
was moreover said, that his saint.<hip was very 
passionate; that he was angry at being dis
turbed; and insisted upon having a church 
built over him, to ensure his future repose. A 
church was therefore erected; when news of 
the whole affair reaching the ears of the late 
Empress CATHERINE, she ordered the building to 

H2 

ArtHiceofa 
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CHAP. be sJlUt. The Empt'r()/" PAUL. from a determi
\" _v.,.;_, nation t{) undo every thing that Ilis mc.ther had 

• 

As.u~l.ina. 
tian or All 

Arch· 
bisbop. 

done. and to do (as much as I",ssiolc) that 
which Sill' would not have done. caused it to 
be again OPCIll'rl; although it were well known 
in Russia, that the merchant, after the church 
had b'C'en shut by thc Empress's order. frequently 
avowed. and laughed at, the fraud he had com
mitted'. Much after the same manne:, during 
the plague in "loscow. about thirty years aS9, 
a picture was placed in onc of the street/of 
the city, to which the people eagerly thronged. 
upon the earliest intelligcnce of its arrival. 
The archbishop AmJJrose. findiug that the dangff 
of sprearling infection incre<tSed as the ~opk 
crowded to this pictlHe, ordered it to be re
moved. and concealed in a church; but the 
doors of the church were forced open by the 
populace; and the venerable prelate, being 
dragged from the convent of Donskoy, was in
humanly put to ,death. The late Empress. in 
her correspondence .with Yoltaire. gave an ac
count of this event; recommending it to him 
as a supplement to the article Fanaticism, in the 
French Encyclopa:dia' . 

" 

(I) P .... UL published an "/uue, in the Imperial Gazette of Pt:ters~ 

burg, upon the 17th of De('cmbC'r 1798, canolliziDg' tbe new Saini. 

('2) Lettrel de l'hnpef. de RU5sie, &e. Lett. 94. 
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All that has been said or written of Roman- CHAP. 
V. 

Catholic bigotry affords but a feeble ic.\ea of \ • . 
the superstition of the Greek Church. It is 
certainly t,he g£eatest reproach to human reason, 
the severest satire upon universal piety, that 
has yet disgraced the history of maakinq..,. The 
wild, untutored savage of South America, who 
prostrates himself before th~ SUN, and pays 
his adoration to' that which he bclie\'cs to be 
tl1'\ source of life and light, exercises more 
rational devotion than the Russian, who is all 
day crossing himself before his Bogh, and 
st.icking farthing candles near a picture of 
St. Alexander Nevshy. But in the adoration 
paid by this people to their Saints and 'Pirgills, 
we may discern strong traces ?f their national 
character. The homag'e they offer to a' court 
parasite, or to a picture, is founded upon lhe 
same principle; and in all their views, political 
or religious, they are actuated by similar mo-
tives. A Deily, and a deS/Jot,' by the nature of 
the one, and the policy of the other, are too 
far removed from their view to admit of any 
immediate applications. All their petitions, 
therefore, instead of being adilressed at once 
either to a spiritual or to a temporal throne, are 
directed to the one or to the other by channels 
falling more immediately under obserVation. 
Thus we find favouritism to be the leading feature 

Motin' for 
the 'Wor. 
... hip uf 
l'il,turc-.. 
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of the Russian g<>vernment, and the ouloration CHAP. 

'". __ ..... --" of Saints the whole of their religion. The 
Sovereign is disregarded in the obeif;ance offered 
to his parasites; and the Creator entirely for
gotten in the idolatrous worship of hi,' creatures. 

RC"Cm· 
blann' be
tw('tm the 
RlUSifJn' 
and _Vt'a. 
poiittJJu. 

--. 
As we lived in some degree of intimacy with 

many of the Russian nobility, their ma'lners and 
opinions could not escape om notice. Of all 
the Europeans, they ' bear the greatest resy.n
blance to the Neapolitans. The nobles of 
Naples and Palermo are exactly like those of 
Moscow; and even the pea~ants of the two 
countries have a certain degree of resemblance. 
This si'tnilitude may arise from a similarity of 
government,-vicious and despotic, i~nutant 

and ~uperstitious . The same character prevails 
in their national dances, and in their mode of 
dress. The l'arin" differs little from the taran
tala; and the female peasants of the Campagna 

Felice dress like the women near .Mosctlio,-with 
the same sort of shoes; the same kind of head
dress; the same embroidered snits; in short, 
the same load of finery. M~ not this bc thus 
explained: the costllme of _Magna Grll'cia came 
from the Archipelago; and the art of dress was 
introduced into Russia from Constantino])le. It 
has been before mentioned, that, in their sport8, 
the Russians and the Neapolitans are alike. In 
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the class of the nobles, the women are far supe- CHAP. v. 
rior to the men; they are mild, affectionate, \ • ' 
-~ II . ~ d .~ I d h' hi , "Wi,,~of otten we -lDlorme , beautIlu, an Ig y ac- tile Nobl ... 

complished: the men are destitute of every 
qualification to render them, in the eyes of 
their female companions, objects of love or of 
esteem. It is not therefore wonderful, that 
ladies of rank in Jo.Josww h'lvC the character of 
not being strict in their fideht y to their hus-
~I1ds; especially if the profligate example so 
lately offered them in their Empress CATHERINE 

be taken into consideration. Indeed, it is dif-
ficult to cOllceive how the wives of the gene-, 
rality of the nobles in Jlfosc~w can entertain any 
respect for tht-ir husbands'. Married, without 
passion, by the policy and self-love of their 
parents, frequently to men they never saw 
until the time of wedlock; subjected to tyrants, 
who neither afford good examples to their 
~hild ~en. nor any source of social enjoyment 
to themselves; who are sll{lerannuated before 
the age of thirty; diseased, dirty, and over
whelmed with debt; the women of loloscow 
regard tile matrimonial life as superior indeed 
to that of imprisonment in a convent, ' but as 
a state of slavery, from which they look towards 

(I) .. .Mulierum conditio miaemm .. est; aeque quiequam autbori

tati, in edibus blutpant: it. mariti. bene l'Crberate," &e. Guqtcix. 
D«cr .... _,.., p. 65. L. &I. 16JO. 
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CHAP. a joyful deliveranc~. ill the death of their hus
v. 

''-...... -' bands. Everyone acquainted with the real 
history of the Empress CATHERINE. and with her 
manner of bursting the connubial bonds, will 
find in it a picture of the state of female 
society throng-hout the empire. The wiYes of 
the noWes, it is true, do not assassinate their 
husbands; but the tics of wedlock are alto
gether disregarded. This representatioll. of 
course, regards the general state of the comm).Y 
nity. The Reader shall not be offended, nor 
the feelings of individuals wounded, by any 
detail of private anecdotes fOlr public purposes; 
neither is it neeessal)' to relate the few ex
ceptions which may be foulld to the preceding 
statement: whatsoever credit is given to it in 
England, it will not he contradicted in Russia. 

1\. flu,sian nol'/eman will sell any thing' I.e 
possess.,": from his ",ife to his lap-dog; frolU 

the decorations of ·his palace. to the ornaments 
of his person; any thing to obtain money; any 
thing for the pleasure of squandering it away. 
Visiting a tra<ling mineralogist, we were Sl1r

prised to sec g'lass-eases filled with {'ourt
dresses; and otill lIlore so on being- told that 
these were dresscs of the l1o/·ility; scnt to be 
exposed for sale. as often as any of them 
wanted money. Their plan is,. to order goods 
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to any amoupL for which they can procure CHAP. 
V. 

credit; to pay for nothing; and to sell what ''-........ -' 
they have ordered, as soo~ as they receive it. 
We should call such conduct, in Eugland, 
swilld/inf{. .In MO¥ow it bear~ another name; 
it is there called· Russian magnificence. 

The chile!ren of those WJIO murdered PETER Childr.n 
11 " of Or/,f· 

THE THIRD rt'sitied m ]}foscow when we were 
t~rc : ,nne of them married the daughter of 
the Governor. The Princess MenzihqJ, grand
daug-hte!' of the fm'ourite of PETER THE GREAT, 
waH <llso there: we were often in her company; 
and too much amused by her cheerful dispo-
~ition . to report the style of conversation she 
indulgl's el·erywherc. However, that which is 
H proverb in Russia Inay at the least bear an 
allu~i()n in !;;"g land. V,'hen the late £lllpre~" 

dice!, her son, and successor, caused the body 
of his father to be taken up, and laid in state, 
hy the coffin of his mother: in the palace at 
Petersl-urg. It is said there was only one per-
,on, an archbishop, who knew where they had 
buried him; as he was interred without mo
nument or inscription, in the church of the 
monastery of St"Alexander Nevshy . ORLOF, his 
murderer, was thell at 11,[oscow. An order from il<trib,,

the Emperor brouf'ht him to Petersburg; and :;~h~>irit 
when the bodies were removed to the church Emperor. 
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of St. Peter and St. Paul in the eitadel', he was CHAP. 
v. 

< ........... --" compelled to walk in the procession fnm the 
palace to the church, following the body of the 
per~on he had murdered ~ long before. It 
was then the people of Pet .... bur~ beheld an 
interesting scene of retribution. One of them, 
who was an eye-witne~s, dcscrihcd the whole 
of it to us. The bqdicR wcre <ira 'Nn upon low 
chariots, by horses. Immediately aftt'r trtc coffin 
of PETER THE THIRD, and close ,to it, walk.y., 
with slow and faltcring stcps, hi~ a'sassin, 
Orl'!!; ha\'ing his eyes fixed on the ).(l"Ound, h;s 
hands folded, and his face pale as .katll. Next 
to Orl,!! walked the EMPER0R.i. certainly mani
festin~, hy this sublime although mysterions 
sacrifice to the manes of his father, an actiun 
worthy of a greater character. The cercmony 
ended, Orl,!! received an order to quit the em
pire; and lately was travelling in !lIe SOlllh '!F 
Europe. 

" 

(I) Tbe I'lac~ "bere state-prisoTlt't1! are kept. 
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Sial" if Exile .. in Siberi.a-To[·ol,ky-Cenerous Conduct 
oj' a Citizell-Prince turned PaumL,oker-Picllfre 
.Dealers-Slate of ]'Ifeclici.,e-Manners of the People
Opinio1L' enterlained of the English-Relati.'e Condi
lion of Slat'e .. and their Lor~,-Noble Brlwviour of 
Dmnt Colo.·kin· .. Peasants-Servants of the Nobility
Theft commilled by a Ptlrly of lhe Nobles-Cmlt'ent of 
the New Jerusalem-New P,ohi/;ilions-PuUic Censors 
-Convent of the Trinity-Church of St. Basil-
1/Jl1.. Basilol!ich-Tubervile's Lel/crs. 

I . CHAP. 
N England, we hear of persons being SE'nt to VI. 

\ . , 
Siberia, as a most sever., punishment; and we Scat:.f 

entertain very erroneOUE notions concerning the ~D 
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CHAP. state.f exiles in that country. TO'a RUlisian 
VI. 

' ... __ ..... -..I' nobleman the sentence of exile can hardly imply 

punishment. The consequence of t1ieir journey 
is very often an amelioration of their und~r
standing and of their hearts. They haye no 
particular attachment, to their country; nonc of 
that maladie du pays, which sickens the soul of 
an Englj~hman in banishment. . Th(;y are bound 
by no Rtrong ties of affection to their families; 
neither have they any friendship worth prp' 
serving. Tol·olshy. from the number and the 
rank of the exiled. is become a large and popu-
lous city, full of shops. and containing theatres, 
besides other places of public amnsement. 
It. inhabitants. ahove two thousand versts from 
Jloscow, have booksellers. masquerades. French , 
hotels. and French wines. with the porter and 
beer of England. Those who have resided 
there, either as officers on dutv. as travellers. 

" 
or as cxiks. give the highest aceoullts of its 
gaiety and popul<1tion. An "ffiecr of consi
derable rank in the Russian service told us, he 
would rather have the half of his pay and live 
at Tob,)Is!.!}. than the wlHlk~ of it il!'resid~.nce 

at Petersburg. Many. who hm'c been ordered 
home. have wishul aud soug'ht to return thither. 
This is no subject of wonder. Tobolsky is 
admirably adapted to the Russian taste. Ac
cording to Grne/in, it is a very temple of 
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Baed.us and Indolence. Provisions were so C1~.~.I'. 

cheap when he was there, in the middle of the '... ' 
last century, that a person might maintain 
himself for ten roubles a year; not two pounds 
of our money. His account of the Easter fes-

tival' provE's that there was not much difference 
between the state of society in Tvl'olsky and in 
:Moscow at that time; and there is much less at 
present. 

A circumstance occurred during our aborle 
in Mo.!CoUJ, attended by a trait of so much gene
rosity in a Russian, that it is a duty to relate 
it. On 'Wednesday the s(,vcuth of May, the 
Sub-Governor received an order for his exile to 
Siberia. No reason whatever was assigned for 
the di"l'leasnre of the Emperor; no offence was 
alleged. The whole city flocked to t"ke leave 
of him, for he was much beloved: and dan
gerous as such a testimony of aff('ction might 

(1 ) " L('5 gru .. ]f'S plu!> <,onsidLrahles S(! rCUOOlcut \ iliitC"". ('t Sf' dOIl

noi(,lIl dt', Jh'crtls!>l'mells. Qu,~nt I\U Ill'Urle, II etoit CllIDIIH' f<Ju; ('c 

u'/>tuit jour t't IlUlt que prolUl'llIuleli, (:rll>, tulllUltl'S, battt·rics. II 

~wit difliclle d'ulJf'r dans les rue~, tallt II y &\ oit rl'iU)OIUlf''o, lIe ft>mmC5, 
de. ~tes, et de (ralll('IIUX." rayage df' Slbil"le, I,'adult par Kr,'l'al~J 
_. I. p.S3. 

U OD passe gilicmcnt In r~tcs de P;\quel a. r~evoir ct (aire del 
,,'bites. fA peuple: ,·sm\.:Sft ~ 88 malli~re; ee t10nt 11 S'\)N'upa Ie 
plus fut 1e comQlefte des fillet. p.bliques, qui ue sont pas rart''' l 

Tobolak. Je .'.~ ,,0; Dulle part te.nt de gens Ionns Ilez que j'eu "U 
ici,·' 11M. p. 67. 

G .. n('1'OUlI 

Conduct of 
a L,tiwn. 
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then prove, the inhabitants crowded to hill 
..... -... __ , house, considering him as a man sacrificed to 

the caprice of a tyrant. Among others, came 
an hum hie citizen, and demanded admission. 
It wag g-ranted. "You are going to leave us," 
said he, ,. and may not have time to settle your . . 

Prince 
lW'1>oo 
P;lwn
muker. 

affairs. Do you not want money? I come as 
your banker." "I ha\'e need of some," said 
the Governor, "but it is much more than you 
can furnish." "How much T' "Twenty-five 
thousand roubles!" The honest fellow witlf
drew; and gpeedily returning with notes to the 
amount of the sum specified, placed them upon 
the table, carefully counting them over; th~n 
made his bow, and retired. 

An Italian architect, of the name of Cmnporesi. 
procured admission for us at the house of 
Prince Tru{'elZk0.'l, a dealer in minerals, pic
tureg, hosiery, hats, cutlery, antiquities; in 
short, all the furniture of shops and of museums. 

" Having squandered away his fortune, this man 
gained a livelihood by selling, for himself and 
for others, whatsoever came in his way. His 
house, like a pawnbroker's shop, exhibited on<
general magazine, occupying several rooms. A 
Prince presiding over this mart, and practising 
all the artifices of the meanest tradesman, was 
a spectacle perfectly novel. Any thing might 
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be bought of his Excellency, from a pair 1)f CliAP. 
VI. 

bellows to a picture by Claude Lorraine. In '---..,,--" 
the same room were handkerchicfs, antique 
,"ascs, stockings, artificial flowers, fans, Co
logne-water, soap, pomatum, prints, paintings, 
books, guns, pistols, minerals, jewellery, har-
ness, saddles, bridles, pipes, sccond-hand 
clothes, swords, stuffed-birns, bronzes, buckles, 
buttons, snuff-boxes, wigs, watches, boots and 
shoes. .. My house," said he, as we entered, 
" 'JUld all it contains, is at your service, or any 
one's elsc, who will buy it! I will sell you the 
house for a single rouble, provided yon will pay 
me a\jo;(} a rouble f(w ea~h article of its furniture:' 
Whil~ we bargained with his Excellency, Prince 
L . sent a note, which he read aloud. It was to 
borrow money. "Here's a man," said Prince 
Trubetz.koy, "with a million of roubles in his 
drawing-room, sends to me for fOl·ty-five, to pay 
the expenses of a joumey to his couhtiOy seat! 
You see how we go on iu Russia:' 

The number of pictures in lIfoscolO is really Pktu ... 
D""", .. 

astonishing. There are four or five eminent 
dealcrs, who have large collections. The 
pala<,es of the nobles are many of them filled, 
aud there is not yne of their owners unwilling 
to sell any picture he may possess. It seems 
as if all EUTflpe had been ransacked to supply 
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CHU. s\ft:h collections. At first view, a room adorned 
... ' _V ..... I_ .... by them has an imposing and very splendid 

appearance; but, upon a nearer approa'ch, the 
charm vanishes: they arc !\IInost all copies, and ,-
the m~or part of them were brought from 
Pienna. But the Russians t.hemselves arc so 
ingenious in the art of imitation, that a noplefllan 
of skill aild judgment in painting has been 

>-
. known to purchase, of a dealer. copies ' ma.de a 
few days before by one of his own slaH", who 
went from his ea1ief to~ his . more usual daily 
occupation of blacking shoes, and' art~rwards 
carried to the brandy-shop': tlie wages of. his 
ingenuity. As the nobles have ran-I)' any 
money at command, their traffic in thJ Fin~ 
Arts. as in other things, is carried 0)1. by 
exchange. This sort of barter is that in which 
they take the greatest delight. They purchase 
a picture for a carriage, or for au embroidered 
suit of'l.tdthes, just as taey pay their physician 
with a snuff-bpx. In ever),pursuit tM sarii8·; 
in~antine disposition is •• displayed; ·ti.ll~' 
children; they become tired of theIr toIy8 · . 'lilt 
in the moment they. have acquired them, '" In 

~ . 
their choice of pi4ltures, 'dieY'are pleased only 
with gay and splendid colouring, hig~ly fiQilhe"d, 
in gaudy frame~; " que/que chfl.~e d'eciatdnt) .. to 
use an expression constantly 1n their mouths. 
The works of Pander Weif, Watteau, Jordanu, 
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BercMm, and Gerhard DfjUw, bear the highest CHAP. 
VL 

prices; but if productions by any of the ,"' ........... 01 

Bolognese masters be shewn to them, they are 
rejected. Nothing of the sombre cast, however 
sublime. has any value in their estimation. 
The works of the Caracci, of Domenichi1W, or 
even of Michael Angelo, would not meet with 
admirers. A beautiful hear!. by Corregio, not 
many years ago possessed by an artist in 
London, in the course of those adventures to 
which fine pictures are liable, fell into the hands 
of a Russian priest. He kept it during a short 
time. because he had been told it was a cele-
brated work; but ultimately exchanged it for 
some wretched copies, with an Italian miniature-
painter. "It had too much shade," he said, 
" and the lights wete too pale; it had the air 
altogether of a head from the guillotine:' The 

. method of paying their physicians by trini!.ets, 
before mentioned, might seem an inconvenience 
to the faculty; but it is not ~o. Dr. Rogerson 

at Petersburg, as we were infprmed, regularly 
received his snuff·box, and as regularly carried 
it to a jeweller for sale. The jeweller sold it 

• 
again to the first nobleman whQ wanted a fee 
for his physician, so that the doctl)r obtained 
his box again; and at last the matter became 
!lO well understood between the jeweller and 
the physician, that it was considered by both 

YOLo 1. I 
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partie~ as a sort of bank-note, an,l no words 
. were ncce~sary in transacting the salc of it. , 

Having mcntioned the name of this rcspectable 
physician, it may be well to say something of 
the "tatc of medicine in tIl(' country. The 
business of an acrouchCIlT is always pmcti.~d by 
women. The Emperor ordcrcd all the ml(i
wives to undergo examination, before a board 
of physicians, a few days before we lcft Pe/ers
l·nTg. In the re~ulation cwccrnillg' apnthecaries, 
ho\\'e\'t'r well intcnded, thc "amI) w i.dom was 
nut shewn: it i~ a reproach to the country. 
If a stranger arrivC'. in immediate want of an 
emetic' or of any trifling drug, he cannot obtain 
It without the written order of some I'hY!lician. 
If this take placc in the night. he may die 
before the morning; for thc physician, although 
sent for. certainly would not attend. In Peters

burg. the fee of an ('minent physician is twenty
five roubles; in. Moscow, only onc or two. 
Persons calling themselves English physicians are 
found in almost every town upon the continent. 
Sometimes they have served in apothecaries' 
shops in London or in Edinburgh; but generally 

• 

(1) A remedy al..,<Kt infallible againrt tbov daoprous reven "hid, 
are the co~queuce or ptLIAi", over uQwholesome manbet iu hot 
CC.lt.lutrier, if taken within twnty-(our boun. 
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they are Scotch apothecaries, who are me(l of 
professional skill, alld of acknowledged supe
riority. In somc places abroad the practitioners 
are really Ilatives of England: but when this 
happens to he the case, the traveller is cau
tioned to shun them, however celebrated they 
may be, as he values his existence. W ith few 
exceptions, there arc no instances of men of ability 
among- expatriated English physicians; neither 
would such men leave their country, to settle 
amon~ f(lreiguer~, unless compelled by circulll
stances of misconduct at home. Th{)~c Eng
lislunen upon the continent who bear the name of 
physicians will generally be filUnd, upon inquiry, 
to have exercised no sueh profession in their own 
country; but to havc lived eithcr as servants in 
the shops of <tpothee~ri.es, of cllemists, _and of 
drug-gists, or to have practised as veterinary 
iurgeons, farriers, or itinerant cmpiric~. 

115 
('rr,\. P. 

VT. 

The Russian "obi/ity are pll#sionately fond of 'Ia""m 
II ' d d h . f " I the trave mg; an , un er t e elreumstanccs 0 the P"'pl •• 

Emperor PAUL'S administration, this passion 
increased with the difficulty of its gratification. 
Some of them entertain extravagant noticns . Of 
the wealth and happiness of Englishmen; and 
they have good reason 80 to do, ~ince every 
thing they pOSjless that is either useful or in 
any degree estimable comes to them from 

12 
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England. Books, maps, prints, furniture. 
\", _.--' clothing, hardware ofall kinds, hotses, carriagefl, 

hats, leather. medicine, almost every article of 
convenience, ('omfort, or luxury. must be de
ri\'ed from England, or it is considered as of no 
value. Some of the nobles are much richer 
than the richest of our English peers; and a 
vast number. as may be supposed, are very 
poor. To this poverty, and to those riches, 
are joined characteristics in which the Russian 
peasant and the Russian prince are the same : 
they are all equally barbarous. Visit a Rus
sian. of whatsoever rank, at his (,ountry-seat. 
and you will find him lounging about, with hi" 
collar open, uncombed, unwashed, unshaven. 
half-naked. eating raw turnips, or drinking 
qllaSs. The raw turnip is handed about in 
Sliced, in the first houses. Upon a silver salvet, 
with brandy, as a whet before dinner. Their 
hair is universally in a state not to be described; 
and their bodies.·are only divested of vermin 
when they frequent the bath. Vpon these 
occasions, their shirts and pelisses are held 
over a hot stove, and the heat occasions the 
vermin to fall off' . It is a fact too llIJtoriou8 to 
admit of dil'pute, that from the Emperor to the 

(1) s.v.ry1Ultd to clcan.e hi •• hirt in this maDDer, dunor • eua.. 
plip.; nrippmc before the oommoa aoldien, at the firH kiDd1tc1 W 

their camps. 
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nll'ancst ~lave, throughout the vast empire of CHAP. 
VI. 

all th" Russias, mcluding all its princes, nobles,' • ' 
priests, and peasants, there exists not a single 
individual in a thousand whose body is not thus 
infested. Tho true manners of the people are 
not seen in Petersburg, nor even in ~fosc{)UJ, by 
entering only the houses of the nobility. Some 
of this class, and generally persons to whom 
letters of recommendation are obtained, have 
tra\'eJled, and introduced refinement>< which 
their friends and companions readily imitate. 
But the genuine Russian riscs at an early hour, 
and breakfasts on a dram with black bread. 
His dinner, at noon, consists of the coarsest and 
most greasy food, the scorbutic effects pf which 
are supposed to be counteractccl by pickled 
cucumbers, by sour cabbage, by the juice of 
his vaccinium, and by his nectar 'luass. 'Sleep, 
rendering him unmindful of his abject servitude 
and of his barbarous life, he particularly in-
dulges; slceping always afte& eating, and going 
early to his bed. The principal articles of diet are 
tlle same everywhere-grease and brandy. The 
horrors of a Russian kitchen are inconceivable; 
and there is scarcely a bed in the whole empire 
that an English traveller would venture to 
approach, if he wer~ aware of its condition. 

Among tire nobles, the ra<:e is llot yet' extinct 
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CHAP. of those servile bein"O's who, at the I,If'!Rsure of 
Yl. 

... L ........ _' the Tsar, were sent to be whipped like so many 
dogs. The short liberty they enjoyed in the 
reign of CATHERINE did not suffice to elevate 
their minds from the depravity always incident 
to a ;tatc of slavery. Und('r PAUL, they again 
exp<'fienced indignities similar to those which 
had been offered to their forefathers. Potemhin, 
onc of the meanest and the most profligate of 
men, frequently taught them to remember what 
their condition was originally, by inflicting 
blows upon any prince or nohleman with whom 
he chanced to be offended: and th" Emperor 
PAt'L ventured to chastise the noblcs who were 
his offictOl'8'. Under "ueh government, if WI} 

find them servile, oppressive, cowardly, and 
tyrannical, it is no more than may be expected, 
from their mode of education, and the disci
pline they undergo. They will naturally 
crouth in the dust hcfore an EMPEROR , or 
before olle of the,se wretched creatures called 
favourites, and will trample their inferiors be
neath their feet'. 

(J ) Sce~utc I. in 1' , 47. 

(2) "S>rvituti g en<; nata, ad omne libertat is n~o;ti~ium ferolC est; 
plaeida si prematur. ~f'que abnuuntjugom. Ultro fswlltur Princilll 
ae lerVirc i iUi in IIlJali ope .. , In corpora, ... itamqu(' jus f!&Sf!. Sor. 
dtdioril reYe~utia:" hunlllitu1'uN'i., nUD e.t in luorum Ottomanorum 
.cf!ptrum." Bnrrlrui Tk'l'ript. Mo~rur, p . 14. L . Btd. 1680. 
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They consider the English as a mercenary CJ~tJ" 

people; and gencrally hatc them, because they \ ,: 
'h I 'f hi' d Op,">OO' lear t em; or court t lern, 1 t ey stan< In nee "ukrta;n..! 

f h . 0 f h' . h 1.t of,,,, F"., o t Clr support. ne 0 t Clr prmecs t oug'J ,,,h, 
proper to declare in public, at his own table. 
where we had been invited to dine. and were 
of course under the protection enjoined by the 
laws of hospitality, that " in Englarul there iJ 
7Iot an individual, pall'iol, or I,/aeeman, 1I..ho is nol 

.",leaM,. to the highest biddt.,.." He instanced 
Wtl/" el', Gil'bon, and Burne. with many others ; 
adding. "Eng!isl. slaver!! is leJs jU.I!ifiaNe thlln 
Russian. One is se/folmess ; the other, sul'mission 

Iv the laws." 

It is very true. that the system of sla"ery in Ud"h:" 
Condition 

RusJia, like many other evils. maybe some- of St..m 
.. • and their 
tunes productive of good. If the lwblpman be L". d., 

bencyolent. his slaves are happy; for in that 
case they are fed. clothed. and lodged. In 
sickness they are carefully attended, and in 
old age they have an asylum. In case of acci-
dents from fire if a whole village be burned. 
the nobleman mu~t supply .ood to rebuild it. 
But when. as it generally bappens. the pro
prietor is a man without feeling or principle. 
their situation is indeed wretcbetf. In such . 
instances, the peasants often take the law into 
their own hands. and assassinate their lords. 
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To prevent this, thc latter livll ill ("I ties, rCllIote 
' ............... from their own peopl'" and altogether unmindful 

of all that concerns tltpir slavC'~, (xcept the 
tribute the latter are to pay. Many of thc 
Russian Ilobl,'s dare not vcnture ncar to their 
OWI1 "illag-t'S, throug-h lear of the H'ng-eance 
they have well merited by their crimt's. In 
this sad snrn'y, it is soothlllg" to point out 
any worthy objcct, whcrcou the atten:ion, wea
ried by a uniform view of tkl'ravlty. Ill:')" for 
a few short moments repose. Some noble 
traits have prescnted thcmscl"e~ alllong tile 
slaves. 

t.:uI..\e llC'
ha "I1/Ul p.
«('1..1lt ( ;._ 

I Jlk".·$ 
J·l'.J. ... lIU~. 

The father of COUllt (;,,{,,' hi" WaH reduced to 
tile necessity of ,('lIl11g a portion of his peasants, 
in consp.quenee of debts contracted in the 
~ervice of the Crown. Upon this occasion, 
deputies chosen among- the slayC's ('umc to 
Moscow, beseeching all audience of their lord . 

• 
One Vt"llcrable man, the oldest of the number 

• 
advertised for sale, begged to know why they 
were to be so dismissed. "Becanse," said the 
Count, " I am m want of money, and must 
absolutely pay tile debts I have cuntracted." 
"How mueh?" exclaimed at once all the deputies. 
"About thirty thonsand TOut/n," rejoined the 
Count. "God h('lp us I Du not sell us; we will 
briag the money:' 



MOSCOW. 121 

PETF.R THE THIIID wag a greater friend to the ellA}'. 
VI. 

Russian nobility, during three months, than all 1..' -,.--' 

the suvereigns uf Ru,"sia in the <,olleeted periods 
of their power. While under the opprf!ssive 
and degrading (beipline of PAUL, they kneeled, 
and kissed the rocl. PETER liberated them from 
slavery and from corporal punishment; he per-
mitted them to sell their "ffeets, and to settle 
;n other countries; to serve, if they pleaged, 
lInder other sovereign" ;-in short, he gave them 
all they most desired; and they assassinated 
their hem'faetor. 

The swarm of scrv'lnts in their palaces has Son""t' "r 
the }l;o--

been already noticed. A iOl'eigner wonders how hilit,.. 

this can be maintained. The fact is, if a noble-
man have f.fty or five hundred servants, they 
do not ('ost him a 1'OuUe. Their clothes, their 
food, ('verv article of their subsistence, are de--rived from the poor oppressed peasants. Their 
wages, if wages they ean be .. ailed, rarely ex
ceed in their value an English halfpenny a day'. 
In the whole year, the total of their daily pit
tance equals about five roubles, forty-seven 
cojleeks and a half: this, according to the state of 
c.xchang-e at the time we were there, may be 
estimated at twelve shillings and ninepence. 
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CHAI'. But small as thi~ ~\lm is, it might bave boen 
VI. 

, • ' omitted: for it i~ ne\'('r paid. Few among the 

~ , t' l. ,r .. -
. ' ., 11,,:1-

nobles declIl it any disgrace to owe their ser
vant~ so trivial a d,'bl. There is, in litet, no 
degree of meanness too base for the ('ondescen
~ion of a Russian nobleman. To enumerate all 
the instances of which we were eye-witnesses, 
would only weary and disgust tIle Reader. 
It will suffice that we end with one. 

A hat had been stolen from our arartment~. 
The ~Cf\'ant" positiv{'l~' a",erted, that some' 
young- nohlemen, wll<J had lH'('n more luvi,h 
of their friendship and company than w(' de
sired, had gained 'I('l'e's to the chamhers in 
our absence, and had carried off' the hat, with 
some other moveables e\'cn of lesR value. Thc 
fact was inconceivable, and Wl' gave no credit 
to it. A few days aft{'r, being upon an ('XC'UT
sion to thc Convent of the lYew J erusalem, forty
five versts north. of ltfoSClJll', HOffiC nobiCIDCD, 

to whom our intention was made known, during 
the preceding evening, at the SlX'ihe de NoNesse, 

overtook us on horseback. One of thC' party, 
mounted upon an English racer, and habited 
like a Nellnnar~el jockey, rode towards the side 
of our carriage; but his horse being somewhat 
unruly, he lost hig ~eat, and a gURt of wind ear
ned off hi~ cap. The author's companion imme-
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diateIY'deRcended, and ran to re~ver it for its 
owner; but what waR his astonishment, to per
ceivc his own name, and the name of his 'hatter, 
on the lining! It was no other than the iden
tical hat which had hcen ~lolen by one of them 
from our lodgin/.,l'S, although now metamor
phosed into a cap; and, under its' altered Ahape, 
it might not have been rlecfJgnised, but for the 
accident ht'rc mentioned' . 

Tht' love (If mimicry, already mentioned aA 
characteristic (If the nation, has been carried 
to weat exceRS in thc(Jom'ent of the Kew .Jeru

salem: this building is not only an imitation 
of the Church of the Hol!J Sepulchre at Jerusalem, 

but it contains representations of all the relics 

( I ' llu~ J'l'nh\l,ltinn f'(lnt:l' rnin:::: "/lNM Itffls htul nndcrf'd thh. l:ind 

uf t:ap \'tory Ca!ohion:lble III .t1tJ,S~'Ou' . A traudated (>)o.trncl (rom the 

writ in.;' tlf one 1\ illlse l'a;~~ t;Ontiml \ ' \(,I'y ('harac:teristic of the R .. ,· 
lin;u ~hl'lI ill tl"" "nrk, "ill ,bt''' 1.,," faithful a picture the statt'
ment. ur the (.wl .t)()\'e mentim.m offeN .r the "'hole nation; anll 
w'i lJ to whllt c'tU'ut lhe \ ic.~ uf slcn/lAg '5 carried in that ('()u.try. 

H Nut to t1rullkl'nn('~~. tbt, mo~t prominrnt and ("ommon \lice lrr 
the Ruuialls i. t~fI . .... Pmm tlae fint MiDilter to tbe (dootJ'al

oiliccr, (rom the IIlt'key to thf' loldier. all .• tbinC6. (lIDuderen, and 
cbcata . .. .. It ,,"metimefi harpeu., that. 10 arartmt"uts at Court, tt'l 
",bicb nUDe hut p"~nn. nr quality -and tuptrior offtetn are admitted. 
_ ,....TM·t..H " r...n..l fI' .. if.,.. ........ foir. The KiI>J al 

Stftll,e,., dter th~ hattie o( Jul,..l,teo, iD\'iWd a party or Ruai ... 

oft\een, witt) had \x-en made prilOM"', to dine witb him. ODe or theN 
1tDIe. plate: "poD whach the 0,....... ~ ordered tbtm all 10 bt
dittribuled amon, tbl!' 'mall 1o"D5, wlll*e tb~ oeytr apia ate nfl' 
.itver:' . .fIIJllt<lirl _/ lite ('IHWI tI ht" __ ,. IMlfl. 1801. p. Y';O. 
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consecrated in that editice. It WaB built exactly 
after the same model ; and within it nre ex
hibited, The tomb of Chri,t, The stolle rolled fi'om 

the sepulchre, The holes where the crosses 'if our 

Saviour and the two thieves crucified ,cilh him ,,>ere 

placed, Tlte prison where he was co,yined; toge
ther with all the Qther absurdities fabricated 
by the Empress I/elena and her ignorant priests 
at Jerusalem. Finding. hQwever, !'ome diffe
rt:'nee between the original building ill the l/ol!! 

I,and, and its model here, we askcd the reason 
of the altcration. Thc munks replit·d, .. Our 
huilding is exccuted with more taste. hecall~ 
it i~ more ornamental; and there are many 
good judges 1040 Imfer ours to the ori~iTlIlI:" th 'lS 
most ignorantly implying, that thc Church at 
Jerusalem, so long an Qbject of adoration. hali 
becn SQ rather £In account £If its beauty, than 
any thing cQntained in it. But nothing can 
prQve with mQre effect, to what an abject state 
the human mind ,-uay bc degraded. than that 
the trumpery here, not having eycn the empty 
title tu reverence ~ich rclies may claim. 
but confessedly imitatiQns. should receive .. the 
veneration and thc worship paid to their ori
g-inals. A fat and filthy priest. pointing to some 
hote, i.n a pavement in the midst of Ruma. ex
c\aimK ... Here 6tood lhe holy cross /" while hooriah 
dcvoteC$ shed over thc spot tears of piety, as 
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genuine as thc drops that fall from the eyes of CHAP. 
VI. 

pil~ims in the tabernacles at Jerusalem. Within c,"_.--' 

a cell, to which they have given the name of 
The prison of Jesus Christ, is a wooden figure, 
so ridiculously dressed, that it is impossible 
to view it without laughter. This image is as 
large as life; and it is intcnded to represent the 
M essiah iu his confinement, having a veil of 
black crape cast about the h('ad, face, and 
shoulders. The ' Virgin with Three lIands ' also 
makes her appearance here: and an antient 
picture is exhibited, which they !<ay came from 
Jerusalem: it is (·xactly in the taste of those 
modern paintings nuw manufaetured in Russin 

for the churches and household !(ods, and it 
was probably one of the original models of the 
art. The dome of the huilding may be esteemed 
among the finest works of architecture in the 
country. It is lighted ill a vcry pleasing 
manner. The expense of its completion has 

been rated at thirty-eight t40usand rcrubleJ, or 
we should have supposed it to have been much 
,,<reater. In the lihrary of the Convent there 
is nothing remarkable, excepting thirty pie«s of 
lead. shewn as the fllbney paid to Judas lscariot 
for betraying Christ; of course, copics of a 
similar pretended relic at Jenualem. The 
drC88C8 of the priest'!, covered with jewels, 
are aIao displayed. One mitre alone is valued 
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at twenty-four thousand roubles. Some modem 
Manuscript Bibles. in the Russian language, 
presented by the late Empress, arc shewn. 
sflmptuously bound in covers of gold. studded 
with enamelled paintings; these are sct round 
with the finest Siberian emeralds, and with other 
precious .tones. 

The approach to this Convent is by a gentle 
ascent, on a fine verdant plain. It is i'ituate 
in a pleasing country; and the excursion to if 
conducts a stranger through the IIIO,.;t agrceable 
of the environs of .1£o .• co/(·. It W:lS once furtitied : 
a few pieces of artillery lay ne~l cetl'd ncar t'l(, 
gate. beneath some tree,.;. \Vc were prcst'ntc,1 
to the Superior, the most greasy monk, withfllll 
exception, we ever beheld. ~e spoke tn liS in 
Latin, and gave us the history of their great 
patriarch Nicon, whose portrait we had seen in 
the church, and who rose from the lowest 
station to the high office he held. After his 
marriage, a separation took place, out of pure 
devotion, by the mutual consent of husband 
and wife; one becoming prior of a monastery, 
and the other priorcss of a con\'(,l1l. 

'When we rettlrned to iIloJColJ], we found the 
inhabitants murmuring ill cunsequ('ncc of new 
prohibitions. An ukase ha:! appeared, forbjd~ing 
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the importation of any kind of foreign lite- CHAP. 
VI. 

rature: under thi8 head were included maps, '-_,~_ 

music, and whatRoever mi~ht be considered as 
a vehicle of science. Some notion may be I'uhl;, 

formed of the administration of the public ( "<·n"'''. 

censors, by a domiciliary visit the booksellers 
reccived, during our residence in il{osco/V. The 
ShOrR were to undergo examination for prints 
or plans of Riga. Every article of their pro-
perty was of coursc overhauled . Wherever 
any thing appcar('d bearing the r('motest rcfe-
renc(' to Riga, fi,r wliat(' ver purpose calculated, 
it wa" instantly condemned. If the word' Riga' 
chanced to make its appcamnce in any Look 
however \·alnahlc. thoug-h hut on a singlc page. 
the leaf wall torn ont. In thi" manner they 
defltfO}l:,I, in one day, works of geography, 
hist<>ry, the arts, atlasseR, clidlonaric~, voyages; 
ravag-ing. tearing. and bkmishing, wheresoever 
they came. 

• 
That the Russians have talents, no one will 

deny; but they dare not display tllem. Since 
the death of CATHBRINE, it seemed to be the 
~Tetched policy of their Gm'crnment to throw 
every obstacle in the way ot intellectual im
provement. ~niu8 became a curse to its 
possessor; wit, a passport to Siberia. Apathy. 
stupidity, and ignorance, were blessings; truth 
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C UAP. and science, qualifications for the Anvut. The 
VI, 

\'" _ • .,.....-" author of • Alon P"oyage" Moscou; even during 
the reign of CATHERINE, had atoned ror the 
brilliancy of his understanding in the wilder
nesses of Tobolslty'. The number of PAUL'~ 
prohibitions became so numerous, and many of 
them were so trivial, that it was necessary to 
carry about manuals of ohedience, and a.~sist 

the memory by pocket-catalogu(;~ of fi.rhiddcn 
things. Some of these prohibitions excited 
morc laughter than fear. Pug-dogs, from the 
Emperor's resemblance to thcm, wcre pro
hibited any other name than • Mops: /vory
headed canes were on no account permitted, 
being rcserved solely for the use of the military, 
These, and many other absurd regulations, ex
posed foreigners daily to the insolence of the 
police. Mr. Cripps was actually arrested ror 
not wearing flaps to his waistcoat: and the 
author narrowly escaped punishment, for baving 
strings in his sh<>\'s. 

C .. "",," or The Cont'ent 0/ tile Trinity, distant forty 
tI~ Trl'lcu'I. . . 

. mIles from Moscow, IS deemed particularly 
worth seeing, on account of its inuttense riches. 

(I ) The u.rortu .... _""" H ... u,..... mli .. 0/ .... politi
QI 11lq .... itioo duri... the rcip 01 CAl·nUl".. RutIiaD lDft'Cbao(j 
" .. e ~YaI & .... 'Dd-twcat1 ~ to read RtuIlMItr/". booll lut • 
tiuJk bour. 




