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presents from the inhabitants of Tulu to each 
member of the Royal family, upon PAUL'S ac- '-' -...--
cession to the throne. These offerings were, 
however, refused by the Emperor, upon some 

CHAP. 
X. 

pretext of dissatisfaction experienced by him 
from the people of the place. The true cause, 
however, was known to be his steady deterPLi-
nation of oppressing and insulting every indi-
vidual, or class of individuals, patronized by 
his mother. Whatsoever might cast odium 
upon her memory; whatsoever might sully the 
lustre of her fame; by interrupting the progres;. 
of her plans for public improvement; by dis-
missing her statesmen and her officers; by 
poisoning the sources whence she dib'}>ensed 
happiness amongst her people; by overthrowing 
ber establishments; by blighting the tender but 
thriving shoots of sciellcc and of the arts, which 
she had planted; by converting good to ev ii, and 
joy to grief; was the hourly occupation of her 
unnatural son. In the few years of his frantic 
tyranny (for every one saw, that of his govern-
ment there would he a speedy termination) he 
proved a greater scourge to Russia than can he 
counterbalanced by another long and glorious 
career, like that of CATHERINE, distinguished by 
wisd<lmand power and conquest and beneficence'. 

(I) Such WaA, at Jl'IlIt, tbe character of ber puhtk administration. 
Her private ricea we,.. thlM\! of the people over whom sbe rtiKMd

The 
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1:1~~P. Already every trace of her brilliant reil,(n had 
'-...... _-" disappeared. The Russians, on the acces

sion of PAUL, fell back into the barbarism 
which characterized the empire before the age 
of their First PETER. The polished nations of 
Europe will be surprised to learn, that immortal 
as the name of CATHERINE appears in their 
annals, it was almost forgotten in Russia within 
four years after her death: it remained among 
the number of privations enjoined by the long 
list of public' proscriptions, and was heard only 
in the howling of the wind that drifted the 
snows of Siberia. At the same time, her 
favourites were displaced; her ministers re
jectcd; her officers dismissed; hcr monuments 
overthrown: even the verst-posts, whieh bore 
some marks of her taste, were demolished; 
and near to their rllins stood a series of wooden 
Harlequinades, chequered to snit the foolish 
fancy of the Imperial ideot upon the throne. 

------- - -
The Reader' will finr} them strikin:ly pourtrayed in tbt CI Sef!l"d 

ftlcmaiTI rtf tI,e (Qurt of Pdt!TSbu"g," (I. work attributed tn the 
Count De &gur. Yet, who shall relate the lJUlcherie<; of tl.e Orlf1.fs, 
the Passic/u, and lJuratindric8, of RUSSIA ~ All tha.t Shakspeare has 

fnbkd of the cnU'lt.ics of RICHA.llU TIIS: TllIRO heem to have \ lc\!1l 

realized under the reign of CATII.E.ltll'lE.; whether witb or without her 
oonnivance, has not br{'n ascertained. The "quick colIV~ance" of 
her' huJbtJnd, of tbe Holsllin G.awU, of Priuce IV(Jr~. might be the 
..... ork of ber jBVOKril.es; but can we heliev(: t.hat .IkrilU Or/of was 
alone implicUed in the fate of t.he innocent daughter of the Emprtllf 

EL1UUTH? 
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Thla, in its present condition, is not likely to c~~. 

prove of any advantage to the empire; because' •• ' 
the inhabitants are unable to raise a sufficient ~~~~ 
quantity of water for tlte works. The machinery' T ULA. 

is ill-constructed, and it is worse preserved. 
lNery thing seemed to be out of order. Work-
men, with long beards, stood staring at each 
other, not knowing what to do; while their 
intendants and directors were either intoxicated 
or asleep. Notwii~tanding all this-, they boasted 
of being able to send out of tke manufactory, 
in the common course of busiiiess, without any 
particular order from Gov,tmment, thirieen 
huildred muskets in a week. But then the name' 
musket is almost all that connects the sham 

• appearance with the real weapon. It is won-
derful how any troops can use them: besides 
being clumsy and heavy, they miss fire five 
times out of six, and are also liable to bUTst 
whenever they are discharged. 

The streets of Tuia are paved: its shops and 
public places cause an appearlDce of activity 
and of industry, in despite of the neglect shewn 
to the public works. The number of merchants, 
including shopkeepers, is estimated at four 
thousand: and of this number some are very ri<:h. 
Its commerce, independently of the , llara-e 
mam.j'ar.rory, consi8~8 in ~urQpean merchandiZle., 

VOL. I. II 
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~. in Greek wines, aud in other productions 
.. .. 'of Tkrlley. The bnperial manufacloTJ,' of arms 

employed. six thousand workmen; and the num
ter of inhabitants was stated at thirty thousand. 
The town stands ill a pleasing valley, on the 
borders of the river Upa. There are few woods 
in the neighbourhood, yet they produce suffi
cient fuel for the consumption of the place. 

};""".,,: This may be attributed to the verv great eco-
of Fuel. • J 

nomy introduced by the use of s/O'/Jes; for the 
heating of which, a few billets, kindled early 
in the morning, suffice; an equal warmth bting 
atterwards diffused, during the whole of the day 
lmd following night. If they be properly con
structed, tave. is no method of heating apart
ments attended with 80 little expense and 80 

many conveniences. In England, stoves are 
generally made of cast iron; these are not merely 
unwholesome, but, in small rooms, they are 
very dangerous. Why the Russian and Swedish 
gloves have not ~come common in our country, 
where every article of fnel is so amazingly 
expensive, may be explained by thole who 
prefet more costly, and perhaps more cheerful, 
hearths.' The generality of houses in T'llia are 
of wood; but the number of dwellings built 
with stone is considerable, IUld it increases 
daily. Many new buildings afforded proof !)f 
an increasing population. We observed women 
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employed in repairing the pavement of the CHAP. x. 
streets, which is kept in good order. The dress It • + 

ef the young females diRplays their persons to .. 
advantage. A white shift covers the arms and 
body in front, and is fastened behind with tape. 
It ;11 drawn tight over the breast, and there 
held by a small button. 

The iron mines in the neighbourhood of this [",nMin ... 

place are very considerable : they occupy an 
extent of more than ten miles, in a country 
somewhat hilly, covered by thick woods. The 
whole of the soil around them is impregnated 
with iron, but thp. richest ore is found towards' 
the west. It lies scarcely concealed by a 
superincumbent surface, not more than fourteen 
inches thick, consisting of sand mixed with 
mould. and sometimes of sand alone. From 
these mines the celebrated forges of Demid.g, 
distant thirty-eight miles from Tufa, derive 
their ore. 

As soon as we left Tufa, we quitted the main Road from 

road from Moscow to Cherson. and turned off due ;,;:~:,:;, •. 
south, towards Woronetz. After ascending the 
heights above Tufa, we wert: carried int~ a wide 
and desolate plain, covered only by a thin sod, 
on which herds of cattle were grazing. This 
deYiation was Rot made, on our part, without 

R '2 
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\ 

We had reason to fear that CHAP. apprehension. x. 
• 'known roads might not Ruit a ·carriage ill-con-

structed for an adventurous journey; being lofty, 
'with narrow axle-trees, and more calculated for 
cities than deserts. To our great satisfaction, 
however, and for the comfort and assurance of 
other travellers who may choose to follow our 
route, the whole distance to TYoronelz may be 
passed over like a bowling-green, and the 
lightest vehicle would be exposed to no hazard of 
injury. This vast plain afforded us the finest road 
in the world, not excepting even those of Sweden, 
being all the way a firm hard turf, exactly re
sembling that which covers the South Downs in 
Sussc:r, and with the additional advantage of 
being for the most part level, extending like an 
ocean, in which the eye discerns no object to 
interrupt the uniformity of the view. Over the 
first part of the journey from Tuia, small copses, 
in patches, might be distinguished; and in the!e 
we noticed BOm£ dwarf oaks, the first seen since 
we entered Rus.ia from the Swedish frontier; 
excepting a single tree in a garden at Moscow, 
shewn there as a rare plant, and cut into II. 

barbarous form, like the yew-trees in old
fashioned English shrubberies '. Among those 

= 

(1) The practice of cutting evetgreta. 10 &I to resemble the sblpe 
ef animals i. as old as the time 01 the Younger Pw." azul probablr 

mucla 
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cOpseR we found the Potentilla Amerina, which c~p. 

we had also seen at Tula; the A sperula odorata; \ -.,--' 
and a species of Geum that appeared new to us. 

The view of Tula from the elevated plain 
above it, over which the road passes towards 
Woronetz, is very fine. There is not a more 
pleasing prospect in Rus.ia. The town itself, with 
its numerous white buildings, domes, towers, and 
rising spires, is a noble object. Trees appeared 
skirting the suburban downs, and spreading 
here and there into the valley, while cattle were 
grazing in the surrounding pastures. At the 
same time, our ears were greeted with the cheer
ful sounds of industry issuing from different 
manufactures; with the ringing of bells; the 
lowing of the herds ; and a loud chorus of pea
sants, singing their national airs, who accompanied 
their voices, either with the clapping of hands, 
or with the wild notes of rustic lJipes, constructed 
of the same materials as the sandals on their feet'. 
Numerous caravans were moreover passing from 
the Ukraine and from the Don; and the whole of 
this lively scene exhibited so striking a contrast 
to what we had long been accustomed to witness 

much older. In OM or bts Letters to AptJIIitIariI (Iii,S. ". 6.) htl 
mentioIll .uch ornameats ot hi' Villa in nut«,.,.. 

(t) Sec <he r'l""~ '" Chapter IX. 
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in the frigid regions of the North, that we seemed 
'-' -..._' suddenly transported to a different zone. 

CHAP. 
X. 

D"lilot". The rapture, however, was not oflong duration. 
It is impossible to imagine II. place more mise
rable than the town or village of Dedilof, the 
first place of relay, distant only twenty 'miles 
from Tufa. It consisted of several timber huts, 
coarsely thatched with straw. The interstices 
of the trunks of trees, which, lying horizontally, 
formed the w.~Us of the huts, were filled' with 
mud. DedilQ{stands in a wide and open district; 
one half of it being upon the top, and the other 
half near the botto~tof a hill. At first sight, it 
appears like a nUIJlber of dunghills, or heap~ 
of straw; and i\is only by a very near approach 
that the traveller can be convinced of it being 
the rellidence of human beings; much less that 
it should figure in the Russian maps as a low,:. 

It is from seeing such places that we Dlay con
ceive what sorl' of cities and lowns afford the 
naines which we find in ti,e Russian Atlas, so 
profusely scatj.ered over the eastern provinces 
of the empire'. The wretched state of Dedi',!! 

(I) Thirty t:('rA(&. 

(2) U Severn) of these toWIlS are even uothing more Ul.n 10 many 

"CJ'~' driveu mw.,. the ,ruuDd, cont&inmc tbeir no,"_, and delinea.tiug 
their ¥ltc; yet they fI,ur~ in the map u if thqo were the. cep'tala of 60 

many f,roviuccs:' Secret Me-.tl/t4e c;,.rI 'If PderillUrg, p.8J. 
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must, perhaps, be attribuijld to causes which CHAP. 
x. 

may desolate the fairest cities of the world. It .... ' _.--' 
has experienced calamities, both of Jire and 
water; and has been so often reduced to Qheil, 
that its inhabitants dread even the light of a 
tobacco-pipe. Seeing the author ki,ndling hill 
pipe, the Starosta of the place came to him, to 
request that he would not use it, especially in' 
the open air, as a casual spark might again in-
volve the inhabitants in flamell. Near to the . 
upper part of the village. ill an immeusl! pool 
filled with water, which was formerly land, 
and covered with houles. Suddenly, subterra
neous waters, penetrating the soil, rendered it 
110 loose, that the ground, with all the houses, 
in one night gave way, and the place was trans
formtod into a smaJIlake. As the whole district 
is swampy, rendering the soil naturally loose 
and spungy, and water is found immtodiat.ely 
below the surface, there is reason to apprehend, 
looner or later, that all the Yand about it will 
experience the same alteration. This is rendered 
the more probable by an event which occurred 
a few years ago. At a small distance from this 
pool, or lake, is another, caused by a similar 
catastrophe. The inhabitants of Dedi/of are pea
sants. living in the greatest poverty: their sole 
occupation ill tillage. 
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CI;IAP. W ' . h tit I' d x. e were now traversmg t e sou ern ahtu e 
~h"~': of our beloved country. and in a direct line 
Cliuwc. towards the south. As we drew nigh to Waronetz, 

we observed many of our English indigenous 
plants; the large thistle. the AiiA-weed. dandelion, 

white clover. wood-strawberry. plantain. and the 
dock-weed. Sudden and loud thunder-storms, 
with hail and rain. majestic rolling clouds. pass
ing gusts of wind. and transitory sun-beams, 
reminded us of an English spring. Such acci
dental resemblances are bv no means. however, 

• 
the necessary accompaniments of a similarity in 
latitude. Naples and Constantinople are nearly 
on the same parallel ofJatitude; but the.climate 
of the latter is by many degrees the colder of the 
two. The mild\.spect of the Plain of Woronelz 
may be attributed to the want of forests; the 
removal of which. in all countries. raises the 
temperature of the climate. A well-known 
passage in HOrtl,ce describes the mountain 
SOBACTE as being white with deep snow'; but 
the climate of Italy is now so altered, that such 
a sight is perhaps never observed. 

The next day. June the fifth, we passed through 

(J) II VMJe., ut alta .ttt oiye eaad.idum 
SoUCTL"'- HWtIt. U. I. Ode 9. It. J. 
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the town of Boghoroditz. On an eminence above CHAP. 
X. 

this place, Bobr1mRY, son of the late EMPIIESS, by ''-.... --' 
Orlof, has a magnificent seat, with an estate of 
the finest com land in RWJsia, covering an extent 
of si~n square miles, and containing, as it is 
reported, seventy thousand peasants. Here, 
over an extensive tract of land, nothing is seen 
but com. It is the richeRt country in the em-
pire. The roads are so excellent, that the 
waggons of thc peasants, although laden with 
stones, pass and repass upon wooden wheels 
without any iron tires. 

It is uncertain when the little town of Bogho
roditz was built. The inhabitants began to hold 
their archives under the Tsar FEODOR ALEXO- A.D. 1504. 

VITZ. The shopkeepers, the Streltzi, and the 
PllSchari, with about one hundred invalid sol-
diers, have composed, since that time, its inha-
bitants. The culture of the land is their sole 

• resourte, and the fertil ity of the soil has rendered 
it remarkably productive. It is said, that the 
peasants here have even a small superfluity of 
the produce for sale, which they carry to Kaluga 
and to Tula. This 'place also affords plenty of 
honey to those towns. 

, 

From Boghoroditz we crossed boundless plains, Cd. NI

without a single incloll1lre, until we came to kiukor· 
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jHAP. Ce/Q Nikiulwy. The country around this place 
, -!. I has, of late years, been much cultivated. For

merly it resembled the rest of those deserts 
which the Russians call steppes, so frequent south 
of Worrmelz. T.he soil here, notwithstanciing its 
recent desolate condition, consisted of nearly 
two feet of good black vegetable earth, lying 
upon marl. The plants we observed in flower 
on this day (Juru:.fiJth ) are all known in England; 
the Bird·s-joot Trefoil, the Purple Mountain Milk 
Fetth, the Germonckr, the Globe Flowf:r, and the 
Wood Anemone. NIKITSKOY was once in a low 
and swampy spot, and exceedingly unwhole
some; but the inhabitants moved their village 
to the more elevated situation it now holdti; 
and being t¥ lilZY to use the materials of the 
houses they had abandoned for their new settle
ment, it was deemed expedient to set them on 
fire. The flames, communicating to the peat. 
whereof there is abundance near the place, 
cont8lUed burrung for six months ~ great 
vehemence, in despite of all the efforts made to 
extinguish them. The inhabitants now suffer 
greatly, owing to a scarcity of fuel; yet they 
make no endeavour to collect the peat, and to 
dry it for their hearths. We saw here a curious 
funeral ceremony. The lid of the coffin, formed 
of one entire piece of wood scooped like a canoe, 
was not put on till the cleceased Wall laid in his 
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gfaVf~. They buried him in all his wearing 
apparel; evell with the lahkas on his feet (which ' __ ..... -..1' 

were before described). Mead was carried tj) 

CHAP. 
X. 

the grave, to be drunk there, in a bowl with a 
number of small wax bougies stuck around the 
rim. The women kept up a kind of musical 
ululation; howling their loud lamentations in 
fltrains truly dolorous'. The rest of the atten-
dants, instead of joining in the dirge, or in the 
other ceremonial rites, w,-,re occupied in crossing 
themselves, and in prostrations towards the east, 

bowing their heads until they touched with their 
foreheads the other graves near to the place 
of interment. The lid of the coffin was borne 
first, cov,-,red with linen cloth; after this fol-
lowed the lower part, containing the body; 80 

that it seemed as if two coffins were carried to 
one grave. 

We journeyed hence to Bolshoy Platy. Soon BoI,ho, 

after -paBsing this last village; we observed. 1'1,1).· 

towards our left, the novel and pleasing appear-
ance ofa fine wood: here we found that beauti-
ful plant the Conwllaria 'HWltiftora in full bloom. 
near six feet in height, and flourishing luxuri-
antly. Afterwards we came to Ejfr=[; written Elfre ... " 

(l) I{Qmn',aeeouut'of tbe w/lt. 5Unc tty ~.t the / .... al ./ 
Hf:cfor prov" the aDtiquity of thi' custom .• 
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C~AP. improperly Iemnow, in the Berlin edition of the 
."" ....... --" great Map if Ru.rsia. It is a small insignificant 

town, upon a high hill; at the foot of which 
flows a river falling into the DON, written Metsc/uz, 
and Mecza, but pronounced Mecha; or Ml:ha, to 
mark the aspirate more strongly. III a country 
80 uniform as that we were now traversing, much 
interesting information cannot be expected. 
The nature of the soil, its produce, the manners 
and the dresses of the people, afford but few 
remarks, and these are unimportant. STERNE 

has humorously observt:d, that nothing puts a 
writer of Travels to so much difficulty as the 
sending him over an extensive I?lain. To 
journey many leal-,'1les and lIay nothing, might 
seem like inalilention; but to write observatiuns 
of no moment, is less pardonable than any 
OIUlSSlon. 

We came to a place which it would be difficult , 
to express by any rule of orthography that 
might convey an idea of the Russian mode of 
pronunciation'. AfterwardR, leaving thc govern
ment of Tula, we entered that of Orlof, as we 
were informed; but in the Berlin Map it is laid 

(I) It may be ",itteD NicoI4iinci4: tMD, it the Ii ~ pronounced •• 
our'J and the. II uf, it becomes N~, aod thit 11 rerhart 
lIear the mark. 
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ll. 
down as tne government of Ore!. The female 
costume here is very singular. The cap' of the ,"-..... --.J' 

women are triangular, having the vertex of the 
triangle ill front; so that the base extends 
behind, like two horns, which gives them a droll 
appearance: they wear also a frock which 
barely reaches to their knees. In their ears 
they have large hoop rings, not unlike those 
lately worn by ladies in London and Paris. 
They had also pendants of pieces of metal at-
tached to a handkerchief or cap, which covered 
the back part of t~eir head. 

Proceeding towards Celo Petrovskia Palnia, we C.l.l' ... 
troy, ba 

were much surprised by a spectacle similar to i'.hu.. 

one that Bruce witnessed in Africa. We observed, 
at It considerable distance, vertical columns 
of sand, reaching, as it appeared, from the earth 
to the clouds, and moviqg with amazing rapidity 
along the horizon. Our servant, a Greek, and 
a native of Con.rtantino/J/e, relate.d an instance of 
a child in the Ukraine, who was taken up by 
one of such tornadoes, and, after being whirled 
by it, had every limb broken in its fall. He 
affirmed that he was an eye-witness of this extra
ordinary accident. Passing this village, we 
afterwards arrived at Bietz, or Ieletz, a large E).I .. 

paved town of considerable extent, situate be
tween the river whence its name has been 
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CRAP. derived, and the Sossna. This place was en
x. 
.- ,tirely 'liestroye'd by fire in 1745. and since 

rebuilt. It stands upon a lofty and stepp hill, 
and maintains a considerable commerce in 
cattle and in corn. Agriculture here is in a very 
flourishing stat', and the envir<'ns abound 
with wood. The inhabitants consist of mer
chants, artisans, PusclLtlri and Streltzi. Its 
merchandize is derived' from MoscolfJ and from 
the Ukraine; and it carries on a great internal 
trade, in the sale of hon'7J and leather to the 
people of the town and neighbourhood. The 
number of persons belonging to the Crown, pay
ing tribute, amounts to two thousand three 
hundred and twenty-three. We observed seve
ralforges at ,{ork; and found that the number 
of smiths, anll. other artificers in iron alone, 
equalled two hundred. Eletz is renowned for 
the celebrity of it.'! forges. Part of the iron is 
derived from a mine near the village of Visnist
denez; the whQ1e district around which place. 
for several versts in extent, exhibits aferntgirtou.v 

soil. PeasantI' raise the surface with spades, 
until they reach the ore; but as the superficies 
fonning the roof of the mine consists of clay and 
sand, the sideR (If the apertures they make are 
very liable to fall: therefore they form the 
opening so narrow, that the work is carried on 
with difficulty; the operation being entirely in 
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shafts, without any level, or even inclined plane. CHAP. 
X. 

There are also in the vicinity of. Udgi7lO, upon ,,"' ....... --' 
the eastern banks fII the DON, mines of iron which 
ure now worked; but as they have hitherto 
neglected the analysis of their ores, and, instead 
of making any selection, mix the whole together 
without the smaIJest attention to quality, (he 

metal turns out to be brittle, defective, and 
altogether bad. In the ftrgl!S of Tula, where 
more caution is used in this respect, the iron illl 
of a very superior nature. 

In the streets of Eletz we observed large 
heaps of stone, for the purpose of b~ding, 
whereof the substance was porous, and per
forated in all directions by a deposit of marine 
allimal~. It resembled the kind· of lime,ume 

found on the banks of the Moscva, but was more 
marked hy impressions of organized bodies. 
Visiting the high banks of the river near the 
town, we found large masses of a ilimilar deposit. 
lying in regular strata '. Hereafter We shall 
take occasion to shew, that such appearances 
may be observed in all the great Oriental Plain. 
inclined from the .Ara!, the Caspian, and the Sea 

t • 

(I) We fOUlad ben tb~ v ....... ~. OwnI,., wblch '1ft 

belie.ect to he tbe &IiricG; ADd". Dew lpeeifl of CypoplUla, (1'0" .. 

iar whb a.-1IiNk •• d 1IbMotnoI., """'-1U. 
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CIUP. of Azoj", towards the Black Sea; authentic monux. 
\ • 'ments of a vast ocean, once covering the whole 

of TAHTARY, whose diminished waters are Rtill 
effecting a further retreat, by the channels of 
Constantinople and the Dardanelles. 

A musical instrument, more common among 
antient than modem nations, amused UB in the 
streets of Eletz: it consisted of two reeds, put 
together into the mouth. The perfonner was a 
blacksmith's boy, who played several tunes, 
The reeds were each about six inches in length, 
and not thicker than a quill. Such were the tibia' 

used in processions, as represented upon antient 
bas-reliifs" ip the fresco paintings of .fIercu'-etnn 
and P{Jmpcii, and upon terra-cotta vases found 
in Grecian to\1bs. 

From Eletz we continued our journey, through 
z .. """", the village of Ezvoly, to Zadonetz.. In all this 

route we were fontinually met by caravans from 
the DON, the CRIMEA, and other partR of the 
South of Rw;.<ia. These caravans formed a train 
of waggons, thirty or forty in number, laden with 
driedJi"h, brandy, wool, corn, &c. Sometimes they 
consisted of cattle only ; cows of an ash colour, 
hor.ret .. loats, sheep, and hogs, all moving in the 
Bame promiscuous herd, accompanied by Maitr 
~U8$ians, Cossacks, and by other inhabitants of 
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x. MALO-RuSSIA and the UKRAINE. At a short 
distance from Zadonetz, we crossed the DON by 1,.' --...-..J 
a ferry. This river exhibited a broad, clear, 
and rapid current. The town stands upon a hill 
above it, and originally formed one of a line of 
forts, erected from this place to Zaritzin, to pre-
vent the incurRions of the Tahtars and Cossacks. 
It has now a superintendant, or Gorodnitch; and 
appears, like thc other towns through which we 
passed, to he in a thriving condition. In all of 
them new houses were building, and the appear-
ancc of activity promised improvement. 

From Zadonetz, our journey conducted us 
through the sweetest country imaginable, co
vered with woods full of flowers, fruit-trees, 
and a number of plants, plainly indicating an 
approach to warmer c1imateR. Apple and other 
fruit trees sprouted wild, among young oaks, and 
other vegp.table productions not found nearer 
to the North Pole. The modem name of the 
Tana;'s will perhaps not meet the Reader's atten
tion so readily, in the compound word Zadonetz, 
as if written Zadonsk ; in which manner it appears 
in the best maps. We have imitated the mode 
of pronunciation as nearly as possible. .Donetz 
and Donsk are both names of the DoN. Farther 
to the south, and nearer to the mouths of the 
river, an appellation giTen to a tributary stream 

YOLo I . 
, 
S 
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crup, is sometimes Da'1nil~ or DQ1Ulets, and Tdnntlft,f; 

,-",~~" -, hence the transition to Tanals is not very equi
vocal; nor can much doubt be entertained 
concerning' th!' origin of the appellation bestowed 
by the Antients upon the river. In what a 
variety of languages ha~ this word DON, witb 
its roots and ramitications, been userl. to signify 
a river, a lake, or cities npar the mouths of 
rivers! Don, DOllet." Dun, Den, Dan, Donal/, Tart, 
Tane, Ain, All, Ell, NC. &c. Thus we han' 
Jordan; Tanis , a name of SA'iS, on the N,LP.; 

Tan y bu'/"", in Wales; Danube; Thames: 
Ain, ancl Colerain, in the north of Ir~lalld ; 

Edeu, in the same country; Tyne; and many 
others. 

\ 
(":0 As we advanced through Celo Cldel'TIO!/, w£' 
Cilldllloy. b h ld I' . h h I I C C , at a (Istance upon our rIg t an<, LJ(' 

Doy, rolling in a very majestic and deviou~ 
course, while the full moon cast her light upon 
its watcr~. vr e haltecl for the night at a pI act' 

ll"""e.~., called Besluzel 'Ra, almost a solitary hut in the 
midst of wide plains; and we were somewhat 
st,ruck by the singular manner in which a pea
sant cautioned us not to sleep ther£'. but by all 
meand to proceed another stage. Trifling 
circumstances of t!lis kind often excite the 
suspicious fear of travellers; and in thi~ lonely 
situation we were ~ed by conjectures, 
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whether an attempt were made to lead U8 into, CHiP. 

or out of, a snare: it ended, however, like many' , ' 
.uch lldventures, in nothing. 

The next morning, June the seventh, we travelled 
very expeditiously througb Gelo Staroy Ivotinskoy, 
to the town of WORONETZ, situate upon a river Wo,onet,. 

of the same name, near to the spot where it falls 
into the DON. 

s 1. 
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CHAP. Xl. 

FRmt WORO/l:ETZ, TO TilE TERRITORY OF Tift: 
DON COoS'-;AChS. 

Prfwmt stUle 'J n\ronetx-Climate and prodllrl;"",
Ga1'den oj PETER THE GREAT-Inllndation and Pro
dltct if tlte Rivers-Increase Iff Buildings-Arsellal
CfJ 71lJRt'Tce, infernal and external-If?i1Je oj the Don
Chan.e if Manners, and if Fealllre<-/v"gIFct oj 
Drou'hed PeTS(M~-Tumuli -]M alfJ-Russians-Plaill~ 

South oj lYoronelz-Celo Usmany-Podulok Moscot,
skoy-l1fojocks, Ekartzy, and Ies/akouo-Locol'a Slo
boda - Paulovskoy-P Ian Is-Animals - T, ade-Rash 
condllcl oj a young Peasanl-Kazinskoy Chulor-Niz
ney Momoll-Dobri"kn-Melsclta-KasankUla, fir,l 
Stanitz3 oj Ihe DOll Cossacks. 

IN the reign of PETEll THE GREAT, when that 
monarch. eame to Woronetz to build his first 
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ship of war, there were scarcely an hundred CHAP. 
XI. 

wooden huts in the place. It is now a very ' " • ' 
hd " "1. 1" ..... ' an some town; and Its commerce entit es It Stat. of 

to considerable distinction. By means of the 
Don, it possesses an easy intercourse with the 
BLACK SEA. Every year, vessels go laden to 
Tcherchask with corn; accomplishing their voy
age in about two months. In winter they re
ceive merchandize, by sledges, from the Crimea 
Rnd from Turkey. Its merchants travel into 
Siteria for furs, and then carry them even tIl 
the fairs of Franrfort. The Russian bvos/chick 
is seen at a Germanfoir, and the same person 
may be found in the remotest parts of Siberia. 
Sometimes they pursue their course to the coasts 
opposite to Bnglllnd, and buy F.nl!;lish hardware, 
cottons, Japan ware, &c with which they travel 
to all parts of Russia. 

JVorun" •• 

WORONETZ, from it!; remarkable situation, is U;,n.t. 
and Pro.-

particularly qualified to become.a great capita\. ,]"d;on~ 

It is placed so as to enjoy the advantages both 
of warm and of cold climates, and rt holds an 
mtercourse with all parts of the empire. Nature 
is so bountiful here in the summer, that plants 
found in very southern latitudes grow almost 
spontaneously. The Water-MeTon, rarely in per
fection anywhere, is as common at Woronetz 
as the cucumber in England, and it flourishes in 
the open air, with spicy and aromatic herbs. 
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WORONETZ . 
• 

Yet the inhabitant" experience very great ex
tremes of temperature; having sometimes, ac
cording to the thermometer of Reamnur, thirty 
degrees of cold in the winter, and twenty-eight 
degrees of heat' in the summer. Thy usc the 
precaution of double casements to their win
dows. as at "lfoscow and Petersl"Urg. and have 
very large stoves in all their apartments. In 
the "Journal de., Savans Voyageurs," published 

. at Berne in 179'2. a commentator attempt.s to 
explain the cause of the extraordinary difference 
observed in the producti.ms of thc climate and 
soil of Worol1etz, when compared wit h thuse of 
other countries in the same latitude ; hy saying 
that the nature of the suil necessarily supplie~ 
that which the "Iiinate would nut otherwise af
ford '. The earth is strongly impregnated with 
nitrat rif pota.« in all the environs of IPoro71etz; 
and it is to the presence of this minl'ral that the 
extraordinary f!'rtility of the Ukraille has hecll 
attributed. The 'whole country south of lid" 
abounds with it; insomuch that it som<'timcs 
effloresces on the soil; and several fabrics lor ex
tracting it have been established. The imm~<iiilte 
soil below the town of TPoronelz is saud; upon 

(I) Equal to ninety .five o( FlIhr~IlI, ('II. 

(2) St-e Note to p. 116. '""agu rht·: Ie. r~/Jl'lcl' K"''''(1fl/u d I,., 
Tartoru. 



WORONETZ. 26~ 

a stp.cp mound or bank of which it has been CHAP. 
~1. 

buill. It lies in the fifty-fourth degree of north- ' .... _= .... ...J' 

ern latitude. The vineyards of Euro/Je termi-
nate many degrees nearer to the eqllutor, and 
yet the wild vine flourishes at Woronetz. The 
inhahitants neglcct its cultivation; importing 

• 
thpir winc, at a great expense, from the country 
of thl' Don Co .... 'ac/;s, from Greece, and from the 
Crimea. It freqm·ntly lrappcn8 in the province 
of Cltam/Jaglli', ill France, that the ~rapes do not 
attain their maturity; sugar is then used as a 
sll~stitute in the preparation of the Champagne 

1rillC' '. At lf1'OI'Ollff::, where evcry facility for 

- - - -- - --------- ---

(j) Th~ rho1lt1H'If'''' 1I""1! h.~ kCll imitntf'd in 1:11:;: hInd, with .. ur.t"f'S!'. 

by ulling ~oost'bt'rrlc-'i I,",Cure they ripen, and b~ ~ul'pl~iug tue want of 
tile s .. ,', h .• f tlu' lU'ifl \0\ it II JW\r' ~lItrRr. If tilt> l,r.U'c.H I,e properly at· 

tendl·J to, tht're i! ,'ery little Iht"erton·N~. Bnth are artilit'ial compound •. 
The (':ommun (Iwmp"1f'I1! It'mc druok in this ('uUlllty i,. ma,le \\ltb gr~('1l 

~rlJjI("~ alut s,,~ .. r. The imltatioo of it, ",ith t:r,nt g,ooseb'Trie.c a .. d 
Itf/:(lr, i'" full .. ~ lIalutary, aud freqllf'ntly as pnbtahle. (XoI(' to tile 

.f'rll !i.dJti4Jn.! Since thiiO Notf' apptared, n ". r(,lH:h t rauf,latiOD of t Ileac 

Travel" h"" l~n l,uhh"bed al POnl, ldth Alditiollal Notes .. pnr it! 

T,·udud,."r," Alluding to the'f' nhSCrratioD5 respectilllt the (hum
IItfJ;1lC .. -me, h" lIays, .. Ceilt &aus duute par UD aeDtiment de patriot

il<lme, ct puur dcltU()trr 1I4"S C' .... O'Ipatriotes d. t" de ('4ampng-ne, f]ue 
I, l1ot:teur f'lnrlte .e pt'rmf'l de balutrder de p6l'f'illn assertion!lO. (""lIit

II que Ie: ,1;11 de f'JtllnapoJ"ltf' If' fute avec tI .. _cre n da mililes I'erl' nu 

,1('1 k'Iwetllt's, et IJU'UII &l'mhlablc m~lall,e puissc paIOser, m~me. en 

AJlr:lf't.errr, pttur 1111 anftlo~ue d"", '"ins tl" Ai ct II' Ept'T'lWI"" 

It 1(1 happellll, that the author', infQraatiob rf"spertillg tbt' ClaM
P"81U 1I'lHe docs not at IiU depHld upon aDy ,..jt'cl.,.u be may bave 
fnrmed: it i, lhf' I'('"ult 0': iotJuirie, .biela lie madr upon the 'rot.. and 

of pos-ttin c:omulUni~'a1kmJ (rel.tiv~ to tbe ~be.mical eODstitueata ""~~ 
t,tIPS 
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establishing cxtensive vineyards has bccn oflered 
by Nature, the cultivation of the vine has been 
entirely ncglt'('ted. Gmelill endeavoured to 

make the inhabitants sensible of the importance 
and advantage the town might deriv(, from the 

tuJ' tf r, (II (/' E~raaj.") (rom -'I/us,." J/«Il aaJ eo'IIptV1J1. 'lit" priun . 
pal penoll. ("Hnctrned in their ("hricatiou. Jt wu in the tUMf1 of 
Epertwi, wbitht!r the autbor rf'pairrd (ur ill(ormati<lll UpuD thi~ ,ub
Ject, that, in answer to soou' written qu"liou~ prol~('ll to Altnu. lJlfIt!lt, 
tbe faUGwin, stattment was ,ivt"tI by that ;enUemau touchiug tbe ad
ID~OU of '"gar into tbe compOf.ition of thtoir ,,-joe : 

fI RIE'roNsE 3. I • . 1·~ qU~lion: U my leI 0wpI hra"K~rI, till qut' II: 
6tlt'r~ p" pt:lwt"1I1 Nair" dtllu lDfilbt-h-alitm du I 1Il.'-

Ie Peut-~trc regarderoit-ou en CJa(J"'pa~ CORlme nne indll;('rt'llcn , 

la reponse a ('cUr qU(,ltion, pUlsquc 18 n :n': lntinu de et' qU'OD aJ,rel:e 
u : sr:CRF.T Dt! 1'lwrIllII'TAIRr, J'ourruit nuirt, ~ I .. rtputatiua"'Jdu IW dt 

(7wmpogll~ : mai. les bomme5 i"struitJl et ed.ires doi .. ent ooonottre 

lei faiu d lu causes ..... «(IU·lIs S8\'eDt appreciu et en UTa les jt1lt. 

c;:on.s&tutu~" 

.. II e!ot t.n'>A vrai que dan. les ann~ f'mide. ou pJuvienu. Ie raisio 

lI'a~t r--" acquit aHU de maturiU, ou a,.aul ~te pri"~ ,Ie III. cbalt-ur 
du soleil. I~ "in, o'oot pJu~ ('rtte liqueur ,Iou('t' ct aimable qui Irs 

charac:tbiiC _ dans ee ca. quelques propriftaire<l y ont liiuPl,ll'e par 
l'introductioD daM leur ,,-int d'une litlueur (reo. eelaire OONf LA BA.SP. 

Bn' friiC£SlIAlaE~E"''' pf SUCRE; .. fabrieation ett un Me""; reUe 

liqueur metl~ eD trb peliu quantitC aatX' t ' l1l.i LV:l'tS. ron-ige Ie M« de 
rmmle et It'ur donne ab&olument la mirul! douc:cur que celie que pro_ 

curt Ie &oleil danllies aDJlI:.e~ cbaudt". III'e~d 6Ie\-~ftI ChaMpaglte".bM. 

dcs (r(-quentc:s qucr(' lIes eotre de" t'onnoillenrs pi prn"",lJIInU fN"'l'(N" 

dutbagwr ow 6";1, la liqueur artitkielle de' Cf:'lIe 'lui eAt DatUf'I!lk. ,..a;. 
rOut tuN chlfttere. i.e ntCT~ produit daD. II! ,."iu. f'OnJ;me clao. WQle 

"~fle (ruit pa.r Ie Ira".11 de III nature, at tot4.joun ,. IWCUJ coaune 
«lui que)'aJ't pourroit y introduin, lonqoe l'iut.emJJCranc:::e d~ Aai50b' 

In en a pri"t=. NDfU iItW~ ""'Mt!# plfb trft MIW«fIl a Mdlre na iii/RaJ 

rerplrm.u tie eel prltt'#dtl.l~, et iI al .i rare de lea YOlt 

RDcootrer julU. que 1°00 pent (Toite que c;Oat Ie buanI plUlqUCI leuC'

pOt (lui lei a guidC::' 
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rrrowth of vines; but hitherto no attention halo C IIA 1'. 
'" XL 
been paid to his advir.e. The delicious wine of \ -.- ' 
the territory of the Don Cossacks is sold here, 
but at very high prices. They serve it with a 
plate of ice, a piece of which is put into eaCll 
glass when the wine is drunk. It is light and 
pleasant. effervescing like the wine of Cham-
pagne, but having more the flavour of Burgundy. 

PETER THE GREAT endeavoured to cgtablish Gwen of ]'('1,.. th e 

a BOlanic Garden in the neighbourhood of II/oro

nrlZ. upon a very grand seale. This we visited; 
~nd found a complete wilderness of oaks and 
other forest-trees, the underwood growing so 
thick under the larger trees as to render' a 
passage through it impracticable. This garden 
was expres~l y formed for the growth of usc
ful plants. fruit-trecs. vegetables, and what
,oevu else might be found likely to answer 
the purposes of culture in such a climate: 

• • 
but after all the pains bestowed upon its insti-
tution. it fell into neglect; like many other dc
~igns calculated by that wise monarch for thc 
benefit of his people, when his power ceased of 
enforei'\P the care of them. Gme/in relates I. 
that, in his timc, the Governor of Woront!tz 

exerted all possible means to restore this garden 

(J) Journal des Se\'aD1 V('Iy_,"n, p. 114. 

Creal . 
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to ItS original order; and the consequence was, 
that a variety of fruit-trees, particularly the 
vinc, thc chesnut, and the filbert, produced abun
dant Crill'S' 8r!ffrun tlourished in great plenty. 
and many other plants peculiar to wa,rmer cli
mates. The c!ten:,/> the apple, and til(' pear tree. 
grew wild ill the forests around the town; but 
their better cultivation, a, at present, was en
tirely nc;<l(>cted by the people. We f.llmd two 
plants, very rarc in England, thriving among 
the weed, of the pial'\;; lhe " Spreading Bell
flower" (CnmjJ(lnll/a /Jatll/a ), which grows in Sout" 
/f'"lcs and near 1IIarll'orouglt; and also the •. Moun
tain Bu;<lc" (-'{juga /J.lJrarlliduiis). The other 
plants which we collected in the neighbourho.ld 
of " "oronet:: .;re given in a Note'. St.1b'llant 
waters, left by the "nnual inundation of the river, 
render the place very unwholesome during "cr
lain s.eason . .; of the y"ar. The inhahitants, both 
in spring and autullln, arc subject 10 tUlian and 
quartan fevers: these become epidemic, and at
tack hundreds at the ~amc time. The want of 
proper remedies lilr such disorders, and the con
stant use of salted provisiuns, frequently cause 
the ague to degenerate into a continual fever, a 

(I) Polygnnum Fagu)1)'tum-Aduni5 ~'tiva1i5-Cu('ubalu, Behtn
A lie,.. 'redr.s or Euphorbia-Salvia DUlans-Verhll5l"uJD Pba:UiclUln 
-( l~eluJouium mill~JlaouDeulUi UlYlicus-VioJa uicolor. 
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dropsy, or a consumption. Both the Wnronetz 

and the Don supply the inhabitants of aU ' this 
country with an astonishing quantity of fishes; 
cQrp being the most abundant: but they have 
also tench , sterlet, iream, bleak, trout, lamprey, 

/Jerch, and pike. The last ab~olutely ilwarm in 
their rivers, and grow to a prO!\igious size; but 
it is only the poorer class of people who usc it 
for food. \VIH'n Nature is profu~e in her offer
ill~'S, the love of non:lty induces m' to ('ontemn, 
and CYl:n to rl:jcct. her bounty. 

The change of scason, as at ~/oscow, docs not 
take place at IPorallel:: with that uncertainty 
which characterizes our climate. 'Vinter regu
larly hcgins in Decem"l'r, and ends in thc middle 
(If lllarcit. AccOl<iing to Gmelill. the autumn 
r('sclllbks a moderate SllOlIner. \'q ;etation is 
so rapid during spring", that upon the nimh of 
June we saw a pear· tree whieh had put forth a 
strong scion above a yard in lel~gth. 'Ve found 
the dimate so different from that to which we had 
been lately accustomed, that we were ('ompelled 
to alter our c10thinr aitog-etber'. The beams of 
I he sun were to us intolerable; and a south-east 

_ _____ ____ _ ....c.-. __ - __ 

(CZ) It il not n~('t"IoQry t.o meutioD the pft'<'ifoe be"ht or tbe mefCnry 

In th(' thtT",atfU'tl'l", 1J~call~r tht' R.c-.ad('r ""Ill find it !>Iaud in thc.4J'IK"~ 
tlu..., act"Ordinr t tl thr mf1~t IU'('UNltf' riaily OMr,,,atum tlmn"hflut tht" 
juurnc\ . 

2f17 
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CH .~P. wind, like a Sirorco, blew frcqu('ntl:r and eve,! 
XI. 
• ' tempestuously; causing in~ufli.,rable heat, dur-

J nctt'a<.t ,, ( 

nuildmg~. 

ing the time we rcmaincd. The only method 
we had of cooling our apartments was, by shut
ting' the windows, Olld drawing curtains over 
them. Perhaps the sudclen transition we had 
made from colclcr countries might have rcndered 
us 1I10rc peculiarly sensible of the ()p]>r('s~ivc 
heat of the atmo~phere. 

New buildings were rising in all parts 01 ""1-
fonel:::; and the subul'b~ appeared so cxt<:n~ivc, 
that it wa~ "ery difficult to form any ('orrC'ct 
idea of thc prohable future extcnt of thc plaLe. 
It was e~'iclcnt that a junction would soon take 
place hetween . the town and its suburbs; and 
we wcrc informed that a village or two would 
also be included. It stands upon the very lolty, 
steep, and sloping bank before mentioned. ha\'
jllg the appeal'lljlce of a raml',trt; so that, when 

viewed from the ri\'cr below, this hank lookR 
like a prodigious artificial fortitieation. Doubt
less it might be rendered a place of very great 
!ltrength, as there are no eminences that could 
command the works on its weakest side. Small 
lanterns, dispersed about upon posts, serve to 

light ·the town. The streets are very wide, 
A".,.,I. without being paved. The arsenal erected by 

PETER 'filE GaBAT still remains, although in a. 
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ruinous condition. We visited the little sandy CHAP. 
XI. 

island below the town whercon he built his first 1,.,1 _.--' 

ship of war, when he projected thc conquest of 
the Black Sea. It is now covered with store-
houses, caldrons, and tubs, for the preparation 
of tallow: thi~ is a great article of trade here: 
it is SClIt to J.:!lgland, and to America, in vast 
quantities. The principal merchant, happening 
to be upon th!' spot, asked 11~, to what use the 
Englis" coule! possibly appropriate all the grease 
h!' sent to theIr country. The stench from the 
b01l<'S and homs of animals, slaughtered for the 
purpose of preparing- the tallow, made this 
place excceding-Iy offensive. It formerly exhi-
bited a more pleasing spectacle, when PETER, 

acting in the double capacity of a Ring and a 
car/Jrn/c,·, superintended his works upon this 
island. HI' built a slllall wooden hut, and a 
chun'h, opposite to the arsenal, on tht: "icil> of 
the river, immediately below the to\\11; and the 
~eatcst monarch in the world .. surroulllleci by 
a few hovels, in a land of savage people ac
customed only to their rafts and canoes, was 
daily seen in the midst of his workmen, upon 
a little mound of sand, building his first sh.ip 
of war. 

iron is one of the principal articles of trade 
ill tile town, and occupies the chief commerce 

Cumml..'C'\~ 

iuternal & 
""wuoI. 
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of the shul'" Tht'yalRo manufacture cloth for 
the army; and have a building for the prepara
tion of ,·itrir!. Large balls of whiting nrc piled 
up b('tiJr(' th"ir doors, as in l'tloscol/', 1'u/a. and 
other placl's. The cloth factory was establiHhed 
by PETER THE GREAT, and is the most consi
derable in Russia . PETER resided here in the 
year J 705; and at the same time was also 
engaged in Imilding Peter.lburg. In the pre
paration of tal/ow, th('y ('onsume the cattle of 
the country. ami, boiling them down, make two 
sorts. The .first sort is exported to England; 

the second \I~ed in Ru.'sia, in making soap. Ten 
])(Judo of the best quality sells sometimes in 
Peterscurg as high as ~ixty-threc rouhlcs.. The 
l'arriage trom (f'orol/etz to Petersburg costs about 
eighty Co peek" per poud. If the merchants con
tract with English dealers in Petersburg to the 
amount of one hundred thousand roubles, they 
recei\'e li'om them fifty thousand in advance, to 
enable them tq. buy cult/e. This practice of 
purchasing cattle to boil into tallo/O has, of late 
years, enonnously advanced the price of meat. 

Fourteen }ears ago, a /loud of beef sold ill 
If/'oronetz for twenty-six coped.,; a /JOud of mutton 

for thirty: now ttw poull of be/f costs two rouhles, 
and the IJOUd of million sixty copeeks. In return 
for the corn carried annually to Tcherkallr and 
UJ Az'!f, they brillg back raisins,jigs, Gred Ivines, 
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lUul the toine of the Don Costat:!lS. The .talt CHAP. 

Xl. 
consumed in Woronel:: is ,supplied from a rc- '-_"'.,..-w 

mark able salt lake in the neighhourhood of 
Saratif, so impregnated with the muriate .of soda, 

that fine crystals of it form upon any substance 
placed ill the water. Sugar is veJiY dear; it is 
brou~ht ollly from Petersburg. The nece,.nes 
of life, however, arc, generally speaking, cheap. 
The carriers of IYoronet:: go every three yeaR 
t" Tol'oIsA!! ill Siberia, where there is a rendez-
\'OltS lilr all caravans bound to Kif!tka, on the 
fo'O!1ticr of China. From Tobolshy they form one 
11ll1ll(,lIse cara\'all to Kia/Ra. Afterwards, return-
ing to Tol'olsky, they disperse, according to their 
~t:\'eral routeR. From Siberia they. bring furs; 
from Kiatka, Chinese merchandize of all sorts, 
lea, raw nnd manufaeturt:d silk, /JOTcelain, and 
precious "(Olle.', The C"ill~sr, "roil their arrival 
at A'iatha, al~o furnish them with the l'roduc-
tions of Kamchatka, brought from St, Pett., and 
SI. Paul. Thus laden, many of lhe caravan" set 
out for Fralliforl, and ret urn with muslin, cambric. 

silks, tht· /JOneiain of Saxony, and other gVO<.b 
• 

from the mallufactures of Eng/and. 

Four men, with tht:ir captain, offered to· tak,· 
u& by water to Tc"erchn.tk for two hundred and 
fifty rQubles, including the necessary purchasl! of 
boats, nnch()rs, sails, oars, &c:, But the river 



WORONETZ. 

CHAP. i~ Sl' shallow durin\!: summer. tlmt we should 
Xl. v 

'-Y. _-,.., have been two months in getting thither; the 

'\in", uf 
tb.,' lAm 

distance being" fifteen hundred versIs. The best 
wine of the Don is made upon th~ river. about 
three hundred versts before arriving at Tcherchask 
from Wor~. Fourteen bottles sell there for 
one rouble and fifty copeeks. They are apt to 
make it before the grape ripens; and perhaps 
this may be the case with all wine exhibitin::: 
effervescence'. Their , .. hite wille prove3 better 
than the red, when the fruit is suffered to ripen; 
but this very rarely happens. 

Approaching the Southern part of the empire. 
the strong charact('ristics of the Russian pe<.ple 
are less freq~ently obsen·ed. Happily for the 
traveller. ill proportion as his distance is ill
creased from that which has been erroneously 
considered the civilized part of the country. he 
ha" less to complain of theft. of fraud, and of 
dissimulation ',. In the more Northern province~. 
he is cautioned to beware of the inhabitants of 

(I) 'See tbe Note upon f1taMpog1U' ...,., ill • /"rrut'r J'8I"c or t.W, 
Cbapur, 

(2) U Tbe RUllia,. ~~aDt, without proJM'rty. "itholll reli:iuD. ""jlh. 

vut monIt. without. jaonollr. i. bOlpltable, bumane, obliC'iog, C." 
failMul, aDd hr..... the rarther lOU peMtrate tOto the country remote 
rrolD dties, the betUr lOU flad him; the JD()Iot "'"agc I, .hray' tlJt, 

best." Sm-d M_. tf,,.. Onm '!f Pdmb. ". ~IN. 
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the Ujrailw, and the Couaclu, by an unprincipled 
race of men, with whom the Cossack and ' 
the TaMar are degraded in cogaparison.The 
chambers of our inn were immediately over the. 
town jail; and it is quite unnecessary tb add of 
what nation its tenants were c~sed. The 
Russian finds it dangerous to travel in the Ukraine, 
and along the Don~ becau~e is conscious tbQ 

inhabitants of these countries know too wei 
with whom they have to deal. The Co=cJ, 
when engaged in war, and remote from his 
native land, is a robber, because plunder is a 
part of the military discipline in which he has 
been educated; but when a stranger enters the 
district where he resides with his family and 
connections, and confides property to his care, 
the inh .. bitallt of no country is found either 
more hospitable, or more honourable. Concern
ing the inhabitants of the country called Malo
Russia, a French gentleman, who had long resided 
among them, assured us he u8ed neither locks 
to his doors nor to his coffers; and amqng the 
Ca.acks, as in Sweden, a trunk. may be sent un
locked, for a diataAce ~ to five hundred 
miles, without risking the 1088 of. by part of 
its contents. Mr. Rowan, banker of Moscow, was 
compelled, by th~ breaking~f his carriage. to 
abandon it .iQ the midst of the ~rritory of the 
Don COIisacAs'; and it was afterwards brought 

,'01 .. [. T 
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CH.\P. Im?e to him at TaganTog, with all Its appurte-
XI. . 

.. • I nances, by the unsolicited and disinterested 

Chan!!<' uf 
..... .'at u lc .... 

labour of that people'. Who would venture to 
leave a carriage, or even a trunk, although en
cased, doubly locked, aad duly directcd. among 
the Russians 

From the time we left Tula. a remarkable 
change was visible in the features of the people: 
this we were unable to explain. The peasants 
had frequently the straight yellow hair of the 
inhabitants of Finland, and the ~aille light COill
plexion; neither resembling Russian.<, 1'0"'.\, nor 
Cossacks. At Woronerz the Gipsey tribe was 
very prevalent; aud a mixed race, re~ulting 

from their innrmarriage with Russial.'. 

The horrid practice of burying perS(ln~ ali\'~ 
sometimes takes place in Rwsia, from the igno
rance of the inhabitants. Instnnc(,M of sURpcnded 
animation, occasioned by the vapour of their 
stoves, or by accidents ill water, are alway" 
considered lost cases; and the unhappy sufferer 
is immediately committed to the grave. without 
allY attempt towards recovery. They send 

(l J Of thiJ fact •• Wt1'e utured by Mr. JlMDa bIlU .. ~lf, tu .. bUill 
we 1IJU(' iodthted (or'lIlaOy iDltaDcCI of polllc.o .. and attcutioD duriDl 
the \ imt we rt"l jMd iD Mtw,'fIfIJ. 
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only for a police-officer, to note down the cir- CHAP_ 

.xL 
cum stances of the disaster; and, without the ''-''t,-'' 
smallest cffort towards restoring respiration, 
proceed in the ceremony of interment. A poor 
woman in bathing, during our stay at 11'070-

netz, fell beyond her depth. ~e struggled 
some time with the stream, and, being carried 
by it about three hundrt'd yards, was taken out 
by some peasants befre she had either sunk or 
lost her power of motion. When laid on the 
earth, she groaned and moved; but the water 
which had been swallowed rendered her face 
black, and she became apparently lifeless. She 
was therefore immediately pronollnced to be 
really dead. 1\"0 endeavour on our part, ac
companied by persuasion WId by offers of 
money, could indnce the spectators either to 
touch the body, or to suffer aI1y remedy to be 
attempted towards her recovery. They secmed 
afraid to approach what they considered as a 
corpsc. In vain we explainctl to them the 
-process by which persons, so circumstanced, 
are restored to life in England. They stood at 
a distance, crossing themselves, and sbaking 
their heads; and in tWa manner the poor wo-
man was left upon the shore, until it would 
have been too late to have made use of ally 
means for ,her recovery. If ahe were not after-
wards horied alive, her death was certainly 

'I' 'l 
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~tP. owing to a shameful and an obstinate neglect 
. I / of remedies, which, in her case. promised every 

success. The police-officer gave in his me
morial, and her body WlI$ committed to the 
grave. 

We left If'oronet::., June I '2th; crossmg the 
river at the bottom of the town, and entering 
plains as before. The swamps below Worrmet::. 
at once explain the cause of the annual fevers 
to which its inhabitants are liable: they exhale, 
during warm 8eason~, vapour8 as unwhole
some as those which arisp from the fens of 
Italg. 

Tbl're are ~w finer prospects than that of 
JJTorotlel::., viewed a few 'lJer.ts from the town, 
on the road to l'auJolJsko!/. Throughout the 
whole of this country are seen, dispersed over 
immense plains, mounds of earth covercd with 
a fine turf; the ·sepulchres of the anticnt world, 
common to almost every habitable country. If 
there exist allY thing of former tirol'S, which 
may afford monuments of primeval manners, 
it is this mode of burial. They seem to mark 
'the progress of mankind in the first ages after 
the dispersion; rising wbtlrever the posterity 
of, Noah came. Whether under the form of a 
.Mound in ScandinatJia, in RlUlia, or in Nurth. 
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America' j a Barrow in Englmul j . a CaiJrn in 
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Wa/u, in Scotland. or in Ireland; or of thotIe ''''-,.,
heaps which the modem Grecl" and Turu call 
Tepe; or, lastly, in the more.utificial shape of 
a Pyramid in Egypt; they had universally the 
same ongm. They present the llimpleJi and 
sublimest monument that any generation of 
men could raise over the bodies of their fore
fathers; being calculated for almo~t mdleas 
duration, and speaking a languag~ more iut
pressive than the most studied epitaph upon 
Parian marble. When beheld in a distant 
evening horizon, skirted by the rays of the set-
ting sun, and, as It were, touching; the clouds 
which hover over them, imagination represents 
the spirits of departed heroes as descending to 
irradiate a warriur'lI grave ' . Some of those 
mounds appeared with forms so simple. and yet 
fiO artificial, in a plain otherwise level, that no 
doubt whatsoever could be entertained con-

• 
cerning their origin. Others, more antient, 
have at last slmk into the earth, and left a 
hollow place, encircled by a kind of foese, which 

(I) s.. ,he J_ 'II a T_ .... CAe T ....... N..-.Io-_ " 1M 
AU,~1uJ"y MnndtriJu. Ay n ........... Httrr'U; B __ , 1805; fur 
a '"ery ('UMout account of the SepuldllNl Mouodl iD A.nra; tM 
hiMory oIwbieh i. JoI~ .. the autbor u"....,dt it, U ill ./W ,Nil" ttl' 
agu." 
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still marks their situation. Again. others. by 
the passage of the plough annually upon their 
surface. have been cOllsiderably diminished. 
These Tumuli are the Sepulchres referred to 
by Herodotus. in the earliest accounts which 
history has recorded of this mode of burial'. 
The tombs of the SC!!lhian kin~s are said, by 
him. to exist in the remote~t parts of Sc!!lhia, 
where the BonlstheTifs is first known to be navi
gable ; and they are further described as being 
constructed precisely according to the appear
ance they now exhibit. 

~Te frequently met with caravans of the 
Malo- Russian,. who ditrer altogether from the 
inhabitant~ of .he rest of Russia. Their lea
tures are those of the Polone.,e, or COS.WCRS. 

They are a more noble race; stouter and 
better \ookin~ than the Russums, and superior 
to them in cvery thing that can exalt one cla~R 

• 
of IDPn ahove another. They are cleaner, more 
ilJdu~tfious, more hon<'st, more generous, more 
polite, mere courag<,ous, more hospitable, more 
truly pious, and, of course, less superstitious. 
Their language only differs from the Russiml. 

as tile dialed of the southem provinces of France 

docs from the dialect spoken near Paris. They 
------- - -_ .. _ - ------- -

( I) Ifl"Toaol. Mt:lpOm, c. j I. 
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have in many instances converted the desolate CHIlJl. 
Xl. 

6/eppe' into fields of com. Their caravans are' , ' 
drawn by oxen, which proceed about thirty 
versts in a day. Towards evening, they halt in 
the middle of a plain, near some pool of ..... ater; 
when their little waggons are all drawn up into 
a circle, and their cattle arc suffered to graze 
around them; while the drivers. stretched out 
upon the ~mooth turf, take their repo~e, or 
enjoy their pipes, after the toil and heat of the 
day. If they meet a carriage, they all take off 
their caps and bow. The meanest RusRans 

how to each other, but never to a stranger. 

South of 1Foronet= we found the country Plain, 
.... thof 

perfectly level, and the roads (if a fine turf w ...... : •. 
lawn may bc so denominated) the finest, at 
this season. perhaps in the whole \~orld. The 
turf upon which \H' travelled was smooth and 
firm. without a stone or a pebble, or even the 

• 
mark of wheels, and we experienced little or no 
dust. Nothing could be more delightful than 
this part of our journey. The whole of these 

(J) Si~ppe if the nalOe Kin~n, iD the StnMl 'Ii RtIUiR, to th~ plnilu, 
whieh, thourb capable of cult lvatioa, b.ve Dever bun tilJed. Tbtoy 
are cover1ld. With wi)d plallts; l!.od lometilitb, perbaps improperly. 
,..lIed deHr'.. In .flMTi.ca, limilu plains are Alltd p,·amu. 
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dJl'. immenJe plaiDs were enamelled with the 
L ........ -..I' greate.t variety of flowers imaginable. The 

lilt of plants we collected IS much too 
numerous for the text'. The earth seemed 
covered with the richest and most beautiful 
blossoms, fragrant, aromatic, and, in many 
instances, entirely new to the eye of a British 
traveller. Even during the heat of the day, 
refreshing breezes wafted a thousand odours, 
and all the air was perfumed. The skylark 
was in full song; various insects, with painted 
wings, either filled the air, or were - seen 
couched within the blossoms. Advancing n~ar 
to the Don, turtle-doves, as tame as domestic 
pigeons, flew ~round our carriage. The pools 
were filled witll wild-fowl! dogs, like thoee 01 

• 
the Abruzzo Mountains, guarded the numerous 
herds and flocks passing or grazing. Melol1s 
of different sorts flourished in the cultivated 

(I) AndT6UlCt Stptnltrkmalu.-rnlauna myriDupJ,alG-Slipa pnc
ft/Jln-CutUtirt.m- Lit hrum J irgalum--A.eltpitls P'tMt'to.ricum-Lar k. 
spur, lklpltinium .4jw:is-ficia Panrun&ica. AI&O the fo\lo'fjng, w,,11 
known in ED'tlanll : Meadow Clary, 8all';« pratnui,-O • .,lttJli.,,,. 
cfMtcw:",-Wood Cran{' ·i ~bill. GtrdJIitt1lf IYIL'DliN41J.-Gnl7l. [trNn.,m
Mouu--ear !korpion GrUI • ..v"..tiI ScerJmJdn-euc..6Gl1U Otitt. 
(,rows on Newmarket Heath)-~IY.'iu'" atpliMM (alon;; the 
baoks of the Cam)-YeBow Rocket, Bitter WiDt4!'r Gr~, Ery,iMtn,. 
bar6aria. 
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although unincloaed grounds near the villagea, 
covering several acres of land. 

281 
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At Celo Usmany we were employed in col- c,/'> 1:",. 

lecting plants. The Echium rubmm, fldaely ... y. 

called ltalicum by Gmelin, we. first noticed 
about this place, and it was afterwards very 
t;ommon. It grows chictiy among com. The 
women of the Don use it in painting their 
cheeks; the root, when fresh, yielding a beau-
tiful vermilion tint. The peasants also extract 
from it a gum. It is engraven in the " Journal 
des Savans Voyageurs." Gmelin recommended 
its transplantation, and the application of its 
colouring properties to objects of more im
portance. We observed also the SpirtEajili]Jen-
dula, which is found lipon the Hills near 
Cambridge, and some varieties of the Ccnlaurea; 
also the Onosma echioides, Veronica lIIustriaca, 
Pedicularis tuberosa, and Salvia J>ratlllUis. It is 
from the root of the Onosma that the Tahtar 
women obtain their rouge. 

Usmany is entirely inhabited by Russian.: 
and whenever this is the case, towards tho 

-south of the empire, a villag\> reaemblu no. 
thing mQl'e than a number of stacks of Iltraw 
or of dried weeds_ The female peasants were 
seated upon the turf, before their huts, spinniQg, 
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CHAP. Their mat· hines are not quite 80 simple as those 
, ~r. / used in many parts of Italy. Tht:y consisted 

of wooden comb~, placed upon a stick driven 
into the ground, to contain the flax, and not 
rising higher than the knee: while the right 
hand is employed in spinning, the left manages 
the spindle. This manner of living aftords a 
striking contrast to the Government that op
presses them; for we observed an air of hberty 
in these wild and wide plains, ill suited to the 
reflections we had before made on the general 
condition of the peasants. The severity of the 
winter here is hardly rcconcilcablc witb the 
appearance of a country abounding in plants 
whj(·h are found ill wann e/imates: yet the 
bllOW annually aftords a sledge-road, the whole 
wa y from the GUljJh '!! Finland to the Sea rif 
Azrj'. 

r"r(uloJ k 
Mo~Of)

~/'rJ!I. 

From Gelo U~many we travl'lIed, over similar 
plains, to Podulok ll'loscot'skoy, where we passed 
the night in a wretched village, the miserable 
inhabitants of which Wt're not evcn able to light 
a candle. Nothing could be more r~volting 

than the sight of their hovelq, open to all the 
inclemencies of the weather, and destitute 
of every comfort or common convenience 
of life. They were said to be settlers from 
Tver. 
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The next morning, (June 13th), we passed the C~t¥. 
village of Mqjocks, and came to Elio,'/zy: here". ' 

I d Ii d M";,,*', 
"c ha te to take some re reslimp.nt un er a Elmr', •. 

h ha . L h h f th and I,;,a. pent- ouse, upon a k bltHa; t e eat 0 e ... ",. 
sun being almost insupportable. The people 
were kind; and a coarse meal became, on that 
account. agrceable. \¥e perceived, as it has 
been heforc remarked, that the farther we ad
vanced from thp. ordinary hordes of the R!Msians. 

the more politeness and hospitality we experi
enced; thiR being. however, exactly the reverse 
of the information given to us by the inhabitants 
of J'ofo.,cow. The dRserts, as they were described, 
instead of proving a bare and sandy waste, 
presented verdant lawns, covered with herbage, 
though sometimes dry, and scorched by the 
l'<Iys of a very powerful sun. 

Ncar to ERortZY we added the Perhascum 
Pltdlrticium to our herbary: and be~ween Ekortzy 
and lestakol:o, upon a high, bleak, chalky soil. 
we found the rarest plants which occurred 
tluring our whole route; Draba Alpirln, and 
l'olygala Sibirica. Professor Pallas could hardly 
cr(:dit the evidence of his senses. when hc after
wardR saw them among our collection in the 
Crimea. Near the same spot we also observed 
that beautiful plant, the Clematis integrifQlia, 
i'xhibiting colours of blue , and gold; with 
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other», which, being less remarkable, are given 
, in the subjoined Note', 

The first regular establishmer.t of Malo
Russians occurred after leaving Jeslahovo. It 
was called Locova Sloboda. The houses were 
all white-washed, like many of the cottages in 
Wales: this operation is performed annually. 
with great care. Such distinguished clt'anliness 
appeared within the dwellings, that a traveller 
might fancy himself transported, in the course 
of a few mile£, from Russia to Hollatld. Their 
apartments, even the ceilings and the beams in 
the roof, are regularly ' washed. Their tables 
and benches shine with washing and nal3,bmg, 
and remindeu' us of the interior of cottalJllll in 
Norway. Their court-yard, stables, and out
houses, with every thing belonging to them, 
exhibited neatness, and proofs of industry. In 
the furniture of their little kitchens, instead or the 
darkness and smoky hue of the Russian houses, 
we observed everywhere brightness and clean
liness. Their utensils and domestic vessels 
were all scoured and well polished. They had 
poultry, and plenty of cattle; and their gardens 
were filled with fruit-trees. 

(I) Otber varaetiu or Y"btucu"'~A"m",. iMG"_",, and "'''''4"",,*. 
-SidcritilIllmtlGlfa:. Varietia of Ga&ifCoJ ud rf<ia Qu.KUco. 
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The"';nhabitants, in their features, resemble C~tP. 

Cossacks; and both these people bear a 8imilitude LI". ....... _' 

to the Poles; being, doubtle~s, all derived from 
one common stock. The dress of Immarried 
women is much the same among the Malo-
Russians and the Don Cossacks. They both wear 
a kelt, or petticoat, of one piece of cloth fastened 
round the waist. SOIlletimes, particularly among 
more aged females, this petticoat consists of two 
pieceR, like two aprons; the one fasten~d in front, 
and the other behind. The necks of the girls 
are laden with large red beads, falling in several 
J:'ows over the breast. The fingers, both of men 
and women, are set oft' with rings, containing 
glass gems. A simple bandeau, or gilded cap, is 
sometimes seen on female heads; and from 00-
,hind hang rows of antique coins, or false pieces 
sold to thcm for that purpose, imitating the 
antient coin of their own and of other countries. 
The hair of unmarried women is suffered to fall 
in a long braid down 'the back, terminated by a 
ribbon with a knot. Their language is pleasing, 
and full of diminutives. But the resemblance 
of this people, in certain circumstances of dress 
and manners, to the Scot<:h Highlanders, is very 
remarkable. The cloth petticoat, before men-
tioned, is chequere.d like the Swtm pltlid, and 
answers to the lelt which is still worn in Scolkmd. 
They have also, among their mnsical instru-
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. ~t.P. ments, the l'ag-pipr, and the Jew's-ltarp: the 
........ , _, former, like that used in North Britain and in 

Finland, i~ common to the Coss(U:ks as well all 
to the lila/o-Russians. Another point of resem
blance may be found in the love of spirituous 
liquors. The 'Malo-Russians are truly a merry 
race, and much given .to drinking; but this habit 
prevails among all barbarous nations. 

From hence we proceeded to PaulovsRoy. 
situate upon a high sandy bank, on the eastern 
side of the Don. It is a small town, and at a 
distance makes a pleasing appearance; but 
consists of little more than a church and a few 
scattered wooden houses. The rivet, broad 
and rapid, hetl:) makes a noble appearan~p.; 

barges, laden with corn, were moving with its 
current towards the Sea '!f Az,!! Close to its 

Plan"- banks we found a variety of beautiful plants. 
The StijJa pennata, celebrated in Russian songs, 
waved its feathery locks, as in almost all 
the slePiles. In the branches of the Artemisia 
campestris, insects had caused excrescences, 
which are used by Tahtar nations in kindling 
their tobacco-pipes. The Climbing Birthwort 
(Aristolochia Clematilis), a rare Britisl, plant, 
although found at Whittle.-Iord in Cambridge
shire and at Stanton in S'-lifolk, appeared among 
Southernwood, Woody Nightshade, Water Crow-
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joOI, and Flea-bane. The rest were all 
strangers '.-On the eastern bank.s are exten- '1.. ........ =-
sive low woods, hardly I ising above the head: 

CHAP. 
XI. 

these are so filled with nightinga,les, that 
their songs are heard, even in the town, 
during the whole night. There is, moreover, 
a kind of toad, or frog, which the Empress 
ELIZABETH transported to the marshes near 
MIJ-fcow. Its croaking is loud and deep-
toned, and may be also termed mu"ical; fiMing 
the air with full hollow sounds, very like the 
cry of the old English harrier. This kind of 
reptile is not known in the north of Europe.. 
The noise it makes is ill general loud enough to 
be heard for miles, joining with, and SQ;Illetimes 
overpowering, the sweeter melody of nightin-
gales. This circumstance gives quite a new 
character to the evening and. to the night. 
Poets in Russia cannot describe silence ann 
solemnity as characteristics of the midnight 
hour; but rather a loud and busy clamour, 
totally inconsistent with the opening of Gray's 
Elegy, and the Night Thoughts of 1'Oung. 

PETER THE FIRST founded Paul(}VslIOY, and 
named it in honour of St. Paul. It was designed 

• 

(1) Campanula Siblrioa - Drac:o{,'('ph&lum Ruyscbiana - OUoSlbil 

.impliciasi.m& - Aatheloit tinetoriL 



288 PAULOVSKOY. 

CHAP. as a frontier town against the Ta.hta" ana 'J. "rks. 
1U. 

, . " The territory or" the former then extended to 
Bachmut, on the southern , side of the Dcn.et% ; 
and that. of the , Turks, to the place where now 
stands the fortress of Dimitri, upon the DOfI. 

There was here a Botanic garden, as at Woronet%; 

but of this not a trace now remains. The 
underwood about the place was, in Ornelin's 

time, a forest: it is daily dimiuj.shing, but it 
Animal. contains many animals common in the sur

rounding steppes; as bears, wolves, foxes, 7M:Ttens, 

hares, weasels, ermines, and .quirrels. Among the 
birds, not frequent elsewhere, may be mentioned 
the pelican: vllst flights arrive annually from the 
Black Sea and the Sea 'If Azq[, accompanied by 
swans, cremes; storhs, and geese. They alight at 
the mouths of the Don, and proceed up the 
river: in autWIIU they return by the same 
route. Pelican" construct t~if nests of rushes, 
lining the interior with moss, or any soft herb. 
Such nests are found only upon the small islets 
of the river, and in places where moss may be 
procured. ~hey lay two white eggs, about the 
size of those of the swall, and employ the same 
time in hatching. If disturbed while sitting, 
they hide their eggs in the water; taking them 
out afterwards with their bdl, when they believe 
the danger removed. They live altogether upon 
fish, and consume a prodigious Quaatity. The 
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Russian, naturalistfl give a curious account of this 
hird's mode of fishing, assisted by the cormorant. \ 
The pelican extends its wings, and troubles the 
water; while the cormorant, diving to tb,e bottom, 
drives the fish to the surface. Then the pelicqn, 

continuing the motion of its wings, advances 
towards the shore, where the fish are taken 
among the shallows. Afterwards, the cormorant, 
without further ceremony, helps himself out of 
the pelicans beak:'. 

289 
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The principal trade carried on here is in TT:ode. 

tallow and fruit: the latter article, particularly 
the Water-Me/on, is carried to Moscow and to 
Petersburg. They plant it in the open fields, 
where it covers whole acres of land. In the 
st~pt-s near the town, we observed about thirty 
women hoeing a piece of uninclosed ground, for 
the culture of this delicious vegetable. That a 
plant, rarely in perfection anywhere, should 
thri~ upon the ri\'ers in this part of Russia, and 
in such a latitude, is very remarkable. Perhaps 
its flavour does not depend upon latitude. At 
Naples, although so highly esteemed, the Water
Melon seldom ripens. In Eggpt it is even 
worse. Indeed, the only place where we 
have seen the Watl!T-Melon .attaih its full 

• 
(I) Jouraal de. Sanna V"y&«eul'f, p,; )44, .. 

\·OL. /. U 
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CHAP. colour, size, and maturity, is at Jifa, upon 
XI. 

I • • the coast of SYIUA. 

IWh Co.. We {ouod ourselves among RUGsians at Pau/ov-
dact of. 
,oungP.- _.wy, and narrowly escaped with our lives. 
sanL The author, being asleep within the carriage, 

was awakened by some person gtbtly opening 
the door; and could discern, although in the 
night, a man extending his arm in a menacing 
wanner. Making a sudden effort to seize him 
by the hair, the fellow eluded the attempt, and 
escaped: an alarm was immediately given, but 
he could DOt then be discovered. Soon after 
this, the author, putting his ' head out bf the 
carriage "Window, to call the servant, a large 
stone, thrown \ with great violence, struck thp. 
frame of it close to his head; sounding so like 
the report of a pistol, that at first he believed a 
pistol had been discharged close to him. Upon 
this a second search was made, and a man in 
consequence detected, pretending to sleep in 
one of the hhahithas, in the court-yard of the 
inn. This fellow, whether guilty or not, we 
compelled to mount the barouche-box, and to 
sit there as sentinel. Soon afterwards, all of 
the party who were in the house came running 
into the yard, saying that the front of the inn 
was beset by some persons from without, who 
had hur~ stones through the windows. and 
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broken every pane or glass. Determined 10 ~r" 
lIell our lives as dearly as possible, we drew \ 4' I 

our sabres, and proceeded in a hody towards 
the residence of the Governor, a very .. thy 
man, who instantly rose from bis bed, and eet 
on foot an inquiry after the oW enders, whieh 
continued the whole of the night. At the same 
time, soldiers were stationed with the carriage, 
and the patrole of the t~wn wall lMUbled. 
Towards morning, they brought in Il young titan, 

whom they stated to have detected in the art 
of making his escape from the out-houses' of our 
inn. During hi. examiliation, the ~-ef all 
this disorder was made hawn. He ~ to 
be a lover of one of the girls of the MII8e ; and IlS 

she Irad refused to come out td him when he had 
sent for her, his jealousy convi1lced !rim that he 
was slighted upon our account. III a &t of 
desperate fury, he had therefore resolved to 
wreak his vengeance upon some of the party, 
if not upon all: and in this undertaking he bad 
been aided by certain of his comrades. The 
poor fellow was more an' object of pity than 
resentment, and we interceded for his pardon; 
but the Governor insisted upon m1lking an ex. 
ample ''of him. The police-olicers led 'him 
away, 1Idkt, and, as ; It teeMed. ' IiOthinJ 10th: 
to be flaged. As he went; ~ stiD "'fOwed 
revenge; declaring, that be was not alone in 

u2 
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CH.P. tile business; for that fifteen of his confede· 
XI. 

L • 'rates had made an oath, to be revenged, not 
,,"y upon th& girl, but upon all her family, for 
ber _constancy to him. 

The Governor plovided us witJt a powerful 
escort; and early in the morning we continued 
our journey. The roads have heen all changed. 
since-Grul/in, and other tra.ellers, visited this 
part of RuuitJ. We proceeded from PauJovshoy 

rd.i .... ' to Ka-Ljfl81~, Chutor, a village inhabited by 
(Jilt tew • '"'9 

Ma/lrRuuians and Rwsians mingled together. 
The distination between the two ' fieople might 
be made without the smallest inquiry; &om th(' 
striking ceotrast they exhibited of filth and 
cleanliness. 'm the stable of the post·hoUMl we 
foun.d -about twMlty hor.ses, 'kept with a degree 
of order and neatness which would have done 
credit to any DOblemanle stud in Britain. The 
houae of the poor superintendant villager was 
llItually admirable: every thing appeared clean 
and decent: there was no litter; nor was any , 
&bing out of its place. It was quite a new 
thing to !l8, to hesitate whether we should 
clean our boots before walking into an apart· 
ment, OIl the floor of which we would rather 
have plaeecl our dinner than upon the table of 
any &u,Up,. prince. 



COUNTRY OF THE JiK>N COSSACKS. 

This village is situate in the moat wild and 
open *P/Jes. Among.t the. lIilprt herbage we 
noticed die land-torroW!. Its flesh is esteemed 
a great delicacy; as it is in the Archipelago, 
and in all Turkish cities. Boat-load. of them 
are carried from the Greek I,ies to the market. 
of Constantinople. After leaving Ktn.illlMf/. we 
passed through several Vl'ry large viBagea, 
scattered over valley., each of which appeared 
to consist rither of several hamlets than of one, 

29~ 

CHAt. X,. 
4 , 

and arrived Ilt Nizney Momon. Nothing occurred Ni"",!! 
llO7llO11. 

worth observaiioo, except the plants we col-
lected '. The heat waa intense. The country 
similar to that bIOOl'e. deacribed. We found 

• 
our vinegar a pleasing and aalu ... gredient 
in bad water, and a most delicioull 1IOlace, when 
exposed to the !!Cotching rays of the sun, with 
parched lips. and mouths full of dust. It was 
impossible to resist the temptation of drinking 
it without water; and to the practice of doing 
so may be attributed, perhaps, the weak Mate 
of health into which the author afterward. fell. 
We considered it, at this time, the moat valu
able part of our baggage; and afterwards, in 

. ' , ,'. ' 'I 

(\) or tbeae, .orne an It'OO1rD ia our eona,; l'tI'. Goatt ... '-N, 
~,....,..... .... d p ...... ....- -,mo.e_·ue. 
the GIadW.. i,.hicatu., 'Dot fouud "en iD our botarde pr4ens i 
A"""altU o..t'Y'C'.tiI, 16Ip«V .alr ....... el 01.' ...... SlU._. 
We obIened alto a .... species 01 ~ ... . 



CHAP. Kuban TaJ.J",y. derived from it 'the OIIIy meeDS 
"XI. 

, • I of 81lSt,aining die fatigue and languor l!&U.led . by 
the heat of the climate and bY 'bad air .... 

Do6o-iu.. The next place we came to was Dobrin_, 
and here. for the first time. we found an 
establishment of Cossocks I althollgh but few 
appeared. and even these were mixed with 
Malo-&usiaru. The church was new; a large 
and handsome white building. er~d by the 
Emperor PAUL. Others of the' same nature 
appeared in most of ·the neighbouring v.illages. 
'JIhat of Doh,ida makes a conspicuous appear
lnce. several miles before the traveller reaches 
it. If iMtpineas could be found under' thl' 
Russian GovOOIment, it might be said to have 
its residence in Do/JrinRtJ; a pe.uceable and 
pleasant spot, full of Deat little white cottages. 
teDant.<! by a healthy. and apparently con
tented, IIOciety, whOle members live in the 
greatest ftDquillity. removed from all the spiell. 
tax-gatherers, police_ollkers. and· other petty 
despots of the country. We were received 
into one of their · court-yards. with a hearty 
welcome and smiliug countensu.cetl, very dif
ferent from the Ipwerillg browl, and contracted 
suspicioull eyes. to which we had been 110 often 
accustomed. At SUD-set, all the cows belonging 
to the inhabitants came. in one large troop, 
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lowing. into the village. No driver was neces- Cl{tF. 
sary; for. as the herd entered. they separated I.. . _, 
into parties. and retired of their own accord &0 
their respective owners, in order to be milked. 
The Malo-Russians. with their numerous families, 
were seated upon the ground •• in circles before 
their neat little habitations. eating their supper; 
and, being all merry together. oITered a picture 
of contentment and of peace not often found 
within Russian territories'. 

About four in the afternoon of the next day • .lE<I,cha. 

having been detained for' want of horses at 
Met.cha, we arrived at KASANItAIA. one of the X ...... i • • 

. tint Sta-
largest stanrtzas of the DON CoSSACKS. and the .".Goethe 
fi ' hio h ' . A Ik. c ... rst Wit t elr tern tory. 8 we are now "",k •• 

entering upon the ilescription of a very interest-
ing part of our journey, we shall be particularly 
careful to note every observation that may 
occur, relating to a country rarely visited. and, 
upon that account, very little known; where 
every thing is interesting. because every thing 
))fesents what travellers from other countries 
have not seen before. The independent mode 
of life of the people; their indolence at home; 
their activity in war; their remote situation 

(t) We ob&e"rtt here a plant .hleb «row" (Ill the Hilh near 
Cambt-idc< ..... H+ ....... Oooio-yc"". 
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tHAI'. with regard to the rest of Europe; the rank they 
XI. . f 

'-' = ..... --" hold in the great scale of society; the history 0 

their origin; ' their domestic manners, and cha
racter; all these require consideration. 
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CHAP. XII. 
==~=~---

TERRITORY OF THE DON COSSACKS. 

Appearance ef Ihe Cossacks at K@a"ka;a-Hollse ef the 
Aloman-Ideal Dangers ~r Ihe Counlry-Voyage by 
I-Vuter -Amusem.,.ls ami Dances eflhe Peuple-Depar
tUrt~Steppes-RiVl'r Lazuvu;-VLSit to a Camp if 
CuZmucks-Uj their Brandy distilledJrcnn Ma,.' , Milk 
-P,',.,QTUlZ Appem·allce ef Ca/nllll k, - Art I , Armoll1", 
alld lVeupons-RecreatiulI.I ami Conditiun ef Life
Acenm1Skaia-Ofthe Suroke, or Bobar, if the Steppe,
The Biroke and Su.li<>-Nalure ef Villag-s lIamtd in 
Russian Maps-Slrogglf?'sJrom Ihe Army-Distinction 
between Cossacks of tIll! Steppes fl1fd ef tlU' DOI1-

Kumtmskaia-Iron Foumiries of Lugan-Etymowgy of 
the word TAN.\js-Numerous Camps of Calmucks-

• 
Approach to Axay. 

THERE is Bomethi'ng extremely martial, and CHAP 
XII. 

even intimidating, in the first appearance of a '-.... _ , 
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CJ:lAP. CoSSACK. His dignified and majestic look; his 
XII. • . 
• .. elevated brows, and dark mustachoos; his tall =-Ihe helmet of black wool, terminated by a crimsoD 

~;.=,~:~~ sack, with its plume, laced festoon, and white 
cockade; his upright posture; the ease and 
elegance of his gait; give him an air of great 
importance. We found COSliUU in considerable 
number at KasanRaia, lounging before their 
houses, and conversihg in Buch large parties, that 
it Reemed as if we were entering their capitaL 
Their dresses were much richer than any thing 
we had observed in Russia, although all were 
uniform. Each person's habit consisted of a 
blue jacket, edged with gold and lined with silk, 
fastened by hooks acrObS the chest. Beneath 
the jacket appeared a silk waistcoat, th", lower 
part of which was concealed by the sash. Large 
and long trowsers, either of the same material 
as the jacket, or of white dimity, kept remark
ably clean, were fastened high above the wai~t, 
and covered their boots. The sabre is not worn, 
except on horseback, upon a journey, or in 
war. Ia its stead is substituted a switch, or 
cane, with an ivory head: this every Cos88ck 
hears in his hand, as an appendage of his dress; 
being at all times prepared to mount hill horse 
at a moment's notice. Their cap or helmet is 
the most beautiful part of the eo.tume ; bt>causc 
it is becoming to every set of features. It adds 




