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,~iIlerably to the height, and gives, with c:tt 
the addition of whiskers, a ,military air to the \ • I , 

most insignificant figure, They wear their hair 
.hort round the head, but not thin upon the 
crown: it is generally dark, thick, and quite 
straight. The cap is covered J:>y a very soft and 
shining black wool. Some of them have civil 
and military distinctions of habit; wearing in 
time of peace, instead of the jack.et, a long frock 
without buttons. The sash is sometimes yellow, 
green, or red, although generally black; and 
they wear large military gloves, There is no 
nation in the world more neat with regard to 
dre8s; and, whether yotlDg or old, it appears to 
become them all. A quiet life seems quite I1Il­

suited to their disposition: they loiter about, 
having then no employment to interest them; 
and being devoted to war, seem distressed by 
the indolence of peace, 

The Alaman, or Chief of the stanitza, approached Hou". oC 

'h d I' ~' • .4 .. -~ Wit very great respect an comp a •• nee, ..... 
as soon as we arrived. Notice at the same time 
was given to all the inhabitants, not to quit the 
town without his knowledge, until every thing 
'the travellers might require should be ascer­
tained and provided, He begged to conduct Uil 

to, .. qvarter&," as he expreseed, it; and brOUght 
.u/l, fOF that purpose, to his own house, which he 
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ell \P. gave up entirely to our use. It was pleasantlt 
~11. 

'-..--' situate, aboft the DON, with an open covered 
arcade, or wooden gallery: in this gallery we 
breakfasted and dined, while we remained. His 
cave of provisions was in the court-yard; and 
he made his wife /Uld daughters open it for our 
u"c. We had the curiosity to descend into this 
place. I t was floored with ice; I1pon which we 
saw sterlet from the DON, '~ame, and other 
luxuries. The house was perfectly clean and 
comfortable; so much so, that we could not 
resist the pressing invitation made to us of 
sta);ng a short time, to study the manners of 
the Cossacks, in a town nearly as large as their 
capital. 

It was amusing to observe the temporary re­
sjlt'ctthey paid to the Ataman. If he convened any 
of the inha hitants on business, however trivial, 
the~ made their obeisance before hinl. standing 
bareheaded, lUI in the presence of a Sovereign: 
but the moment the assembly was dissolved, hI! 
passed unheeded among them, receiving no 
f!;reater mark of respect than any of the other 
Coslaciu. It is an office to which die election is 
annual; but if anAtaman be particlllarly popular. 
he may retain his statioD. by re-election. during 
many years. This however does not ofteD 
happen. Our host was in hlsfird year, and his 
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predecessor$ had geJIeraHy changed when the CHAP. 
Xli. 

time arrived. We 800Il perceived that the ''''"_ .. ---'' 
C(}i;sacks are characterized by ~eat liveliness and 
animation; that they are little disposed to a 
sedentary life, but fond of amusement, and 
violent when their passions, are roused. In 
their dances, drinking-songs, and discussions, 
they betray great vehemence. They have 
abundance of excellent food, and as much brandy 
as they may think proper to drink. It is there-
fore surprising that order is so well maintained 
in their stanitzas. 

However iadisposed a traveller may be to I.loa! llin­

listen to those false alarms which the inhabitants ~:~:~~. 
of every country raise in the minds of strangers 
who wish to explore' any remote part of their 
territory, it is not possible at all times to disre-
gard such relations, especially when they come 
from persons of the highest authority. and who 
pt"etend to accurate knowledge of the facts they 
attempt to substantiate. In Russia; there-was 
not an individual, of any respectability, with 
whom we conversed upon the subject of our 
journey> who did not endeavour to dissuade us 
from the danger of traversing what was termed 
"tke tkseru ~ the Don Co.r.lllcu." The event. 
however, served to convince us of the misrepre­
sentation. and absurdity of such statements. 
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I!!J.~P. Among the Ru.uiaftr, iDdeed, we wtJre consblutly 
\ ":1. I exposed to GaDger; either from impoeit¥m ~at 

it was hazardoua to detect, orfrom insult that it 
was fearful to relleDt; and in both cases the 
consequences affected our eeeurity. In the 
first view of the (:ossncl!s, we beheld a brave, 
generou~, and hospitable people. If we ques­
tioned them concerning the dangers of the 
country, we were referred to districts tenanted 
by wandering CaJmucks; yet we afterwards 
found no cause of reasonable alann, even in the 
very camps of that singular race of men. At 
Paulov-<Roy. they told us that the EMPEROR'. 

courier had been stopped with the 'mail. We 
doubted the fact in the first in8tance; but 
concluded, tb.'it if the mail bad been reallv 

• 
stolen, the theft was committed by the-Rru#an8, 
who raised the clamour, and not'bJ the Couacu, 
to whom the robbery had been imputed. In 
times of hostility the Ruuiam found in the 
COSMlCk. a desperate and dangerous enemy; 
and many a bitter remembrance of chastisement 
and defeat induces them to vilify a people 
whom they fear. The Cassad, are therefore 
juatified in acting towards them as they have 
unifonnly done; that i!l to say. in withdrawing 
as much as possible from .all comarunion with 
men whose association might corrupt, bue 
could never promote, the welfare of their 
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society. After theae remarks, it must neverthe­ CHAP. 
XIL 

less be confetlMd, that we were compelled to .... _,_ • ..,. / 
take an escort with Ub throughout the COUIICR 

• 
lerritory, and to place a guard over our car-
riage at night; precaution., doubtlell8, often 
calculated to excite the. ridicule of the people 

• among whom we travelled; yet even the c..cv,u 
themselves sometimes urged the necessity of 110 

doing,_H on acCQU1/I," they said, .. r!f the Calmuck,.· 

One evil consequence arising from attention 
paid to tales of danger. is the habit it occasions 
of putting a false construction upon the most 
harmless and most trivial incidents. The first 
night of our residence among the Cossaclu we 
were full of idle fancies. The AlaT1l4n was 
intoxicateil, and set off, accompanied by his 
wife, into the country; leaving us in possession 
of his bouse. As we had heard a violent 
altercation without doors, and saw our host, 
in a corner of the court, frequently whispering 
to other Cossacks, and pointing to our ctrriage. 
the effect of the silly stories we had heard began 
to operate. and we imagined some preparation 
was making to rob .us; for which purpose it 
was neces~ary to get rid of the AtaT1l4n and his 

• 
wife, as they might otherwise be made respon-
sible fur our safety. The apprehension of our 
servants did not dill).inish the suspicion tllllB 
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excited; and we con8idered tht'! plot as the 
, more probable. because we knew that they had 

never before seen an equipage so attended. 
Since this happened. we had every reason to 
believe that the good old Aturnan was only 
giving direction~ for our advantage, and, like 
all intoxicated persons, was making an import­
ant concern of the most trifling business, such 
aR the (·on\ing and repairing Ollr wheels, and 
a few other commissions which we wished to 
have executed. TravellerR, so circumstanced, 
often raise an alarm about nothing; make a 
great stir to defend themselves against ideal 
danger; offend those who intended no injury; 
and finish, by congratulating themselves upon 
an escape, wh,ere there was no ground even-for 
apprehenRion. 

We received a VISIt, on the evening of our 
arrival, from the Alaman of one of the neigh­
bouring stani/zas, who chanced to be in the 
place .• He represented the voyage down the 
D"" to Tclt.erRasli as a pleasant, but a tedious 
undertaking; saying, that it would require 
at least a month for its performance. The 
mosquitoes also are very troublesome upon 
the water; and the passage is liable to im­
pediments, from the frequent shallows of the 
fiver. 
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Below the town, which lltandll UPOD the 
w('stern bank ?f the Don, we beheld this river, . -. 
Ulll(IIt1·'li. d to a most ma~nificent piece of water, 

CHAP. 
XII. 

rolli •• ;.; 'll a fill! and copious tide, and marking 
its progre8~, through a country otherwise sterile, 
by clumps of trees and flowers, and by Ill), 

• 
abundant vcgctation ncar to its sloping sides: 
but all beyond is bare and desolate. We bathed 

• 
frequently, and found the !:urrent very rapid. 
TI,e fine sterlet~ caught herc were often brought 
to regale us during our stay. We preierved 
one of them tolerably wel!; but they have been 
often engra vcd; and, were this not the case, 
a young sturgeon will give a very good repre­
sentation of their appearancc. Another sort of 
fish, of large size, is also taken in this river; 
it is like the bream in shape, but quite equal to 
the sterlet in flavour. We had one served 
at our table, weighing half a poud (eighteen 
pounds). 

The womcn of this place are very beautiful. 
The shops are supplied with several articles of 
luxury, such as loaf-sugar, ribbands, costly silks, 
and other wares of large towns. Among the 
more numerOUs articles offered ror sale were 
sabres. The Cos.<aclu call this weapon SULA; 
thi Pol~8 and MlIlO-Ruuians, SABEL. We ob­
served the bag-pipe frequently in use. A kind 

YOLo I. x 
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CHAP. of puppets, common in Ca/al't'ia, which are carried 
XII. 

, y I by the inhabitants of that part of Ita/y over all 
!::::: .. ~ Europe, were much in vogue here, consisting of 
llinc""f II fi d db' h' the Poopl.. two sma gures suspen e y a stnng; t IS 

the piper fastens to his knee, or to one of his 
fingers; while ¢e other end is held by a gimlet 
screwed into a table or floor; and, by the 
motion of the knee, the figures are made to 
dance to the tune. The Ca/abrian.. manage them 
with great dexterity, and often collect a crowd 
in the streets of Londrm and Pari.,. We saw 
also the Cossack dance, which much resemble~ 
the dance of the Gipsies in Rus .• ia, and our English. 

hornpipe. Like every other national dance. it 
is licentious. As the female recedes or ap­
proaches, the' male dancer expresses his <lesire 
or his disappointment; yet so adapted is the 
figure of this dance to the small rooms of their 
houses, that thl> performers hardly move from 
one spot. The expression is conveyed by 
movements of the body, especially of the arms 
and head, accompanied by short and sudden 
shrieks, and by whistling. The method they 
exhibited of moving the head from one 
shoulder to the other, while t.he hands are 
held up near the ears, is common to the 
dances of all the Tahtars. Cl.inest!, and even to 
the inhabitants of the islands in the Pacific , 
Ocean. 
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In the evening of June J 6th, we left tbis bospi- CHAP. 
XII. 

table stanitUl, crossing the Don upon a raft. The' • ' 
people Of the house, where we had been so Departu ... 

cumfortably lodged, positively refused to accept 
of any payment for the trouble we had given 
them. "Cossacks," !!aid they, " db not sell their 

hospitality'." 

The view of Kasan/laia, from the southern 
~ide of the river, is very fine. Its large church, 
with numerous domes, stands in the center: 
to the right and left are numerous and neat 
wooden houses. TIle Don flows below, ex­
hibiting, ill front, the busy raft, which is con­
stantly employed conveying caravans across 
the ferry. In all parts of the river above 
K amnkuia, it seems to flow over a bed of 
c1lalk; and its bankg, gently swelling upwards 
from the water, rise like the South iJoUlns of 
S,wex, often disclosing the chalk whereof they 
consist. · Farther down, and near to the water's 
edge, low copses of wood almost always ac­
r.ompany its course; but these diminish as it 
craws nearer to Tcherkask, the inhabitants of 

(1) H L'bospitalitJ. ~.t ~n u~--e par toute Ie I'..ute. Ruasie; et un 

,etr&nger q'Ji)' voyare Il'a jamaia be"Oin de (aire de 1& d~pe~sc pout' 
Ion logemeut t't Ie nourrjture..·· S.-JWJ'W AIUIUJleI d~ In PtlCiU JUu.ie, 
tOIM 1. ". 103. Pari3,1788. 

x'2 
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• 
which town 
Yolga. 

derive all their wood from the 

As Boon as we had left Kasanltaia, we entered 
Sleppea. the steppeJ in good earnest, with a view to 

traverse them, in their whole extent, to Teher-, . ' 
hash. They are not cultivated; but, bleak 
and desolate as their appearance during winter 
may be, they have during summer the aspect 
of a wild continued meadow. The herbage, 
rising as high as the knee, is full of flowers, 
and exhibits a very interesting collection of 
plants. No one collects or cuts this herbage. 
The soil, although neglected, is very fine. We 
passed some oaks, in the. fir~t part of oW' journey, 
with the largt'st leaves we had ever seen. The 
Cossack, composing our eRcort galloped before 
us, bearing their long lances; ~nd were of great 
use in clearing the road of caravans, and in 
tracing the best track where a carriage might 
expeditiously pasB. We were pleased in sur­
veying our little armed band, going at full 
Bpeed; but thought it would avail us little, 
if the stories we had heard of banditti in the 
step])e,\ were really true. For ourselves, we 
were destitute of any deiensive weapons, ex­
cepting our sabres; and t11ese were under lock 
and key, in the sword-case. We relied there­
fore solely on the Cossacks, who seemed quite 
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delighted even with the tbought of a skinnish: CHAr. 
XII. 

proud of their employment, they scoured the '--." --" 
plaillB, armed with pistols, sabres, and lances 
twelve feet in length. 

Thus escorted and accoutred ', we proceeded 
to the distance of thirty versts before the evening; 
&.lid passed the night in a spot full of swamps, 
stmking fcns, and muddy pooll,. Near to these 
stagnant waters, a number of caravans had 
also halted. Mosquitoes were here in great 
number, and very troublesome. Our Cossacks 
passed the whole night upon the damp ground, 
and in the open air, almost naked, around our 
carriage. The atmosphere of such a country 
must in summer be pestilential. I t resembled 
the Pontine "'{m'shes in Italy; being full of 
reeds, . bulrushes, and tall flags, in which was 
heaI'd the constant clamour of frogs and toads. 
whose croaking overpowcred every other sound 
during the night. But in the morning, the 
chorus of a great variety of birds, with the 
humming of innumerable insects, and the pleasing 
appearance of a fluwery wilderness; gave a 
li~eliness to the flilt and wide prospect. The 
name of this place was Tic1'4ia; and hereabouts 
the river Lazova!/ has its sQurce. We toUowed Ri ... 

.I.uo .. :zy. 
_. • 4 

ttl Set tile Yigfttt't 10 tbls Charter. 
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L\J.MUCKS. 

its t.'l.rd y and almost stag-nant waters through 
the steppes, to a place named from it, Verchnia 
Lazova;a. On its banks we observed the Sinapis 

nigra and Convolvulus arvens;s, plants common 
in England. 

We afterwards saw a camp of Colmuck., 
in the plain towards the right of our route. 
As we much wished to visit this peoplc, it 
was thought prudent to send a part of our 
Cossack escort before, in order to apprize them 
of our inclination, and to ask their permission. 
The sight of our carriage, and of the party 
approaching with it, seemed to throw them 
into great confusion. We observed them run­
ning backwai is and forwards from one tent 
to another, and moving several of their goods. 
As we drew near, on foot, about half-a-dozen 
gigantic figures came towards us, stark naked, 
excepting a cloth bound about the waist, with 
g-reasy, shining, and almost black skins, and 
black hair braided into a long queue behind. 
They began talking very fast, in so loud a tone, 
and in so uncouth a language, that WI' were 
a little intimidated. We shook hands however 
with. the foremost, which seemed to pacify 
them, and we were invited intI) a large tent. 
Near to its entrance hung a quantity of horse· 
flesll. with the limbs of dogs, cats, marmots, 
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rats, &c. drying in the sun, and quite black. 

311 
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Within the tent we found some women, although ' ......... --~"'" 
it were difficult to distinguish the sexes, so 
horrid and inhuman was their appearance. Two 
of them, covered with grease, were lousing 
each other; and it surprised us, that they did 

• 
not discontinue their work, nor even look. up 
as we entered. Through a grated lattice, in 
the side of the tent, we saw some younger 
women peeping, of more handsome features, 
but truly Cafmuck, with long black hair, banging 
in thick braids on each side of the face, and 
fastened at the end with bits of lead or tin. 
In their ears they wore shcll~, and large pearls 
of a very irregular shape, or some substance 
much resembling pearl. The old women were 
eating raw horse-flesh, tcaring it off from large 
bones which they h~ld in tllcir hands. Others, 
squatted on the ground within their tenls, were 
smoking tobacco, with pipes not two inches in 
length, much after the manner of Laplanders. 

In other respects, the two pt!ople, although 
both of Ea.,tern origin, and both nfYTIuuie tribes, 
bear little resemblance. The manner of living 
among the Calmucks is much superior to that 
of the Laplanders. The tents of the former are 
better constructed, stronger, nlnre spacious, 
and contain many of the lu~uries of life; such 
as very warm and good bl~d8, handsome carpets 
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CHAP. and mats, domesti.: utensils, and many instru-
XII. . 
• ments of q.rt and science, painting alld writmg '. 

Of Brandy 
distilled 
(rom Wt! 
Milk of 
&I ...... 

The Ca/mUl:/; is a giant, the LalJ/llndtT a dwurf: 
both are filthy in their persons; but the Ca/much 
more so, perhap~, than the inhabitant of any 
other nation. We are not otherwi~c authorized • 
in comparing together tribes so rell,ote from 
all connection with each other, thun hy a~serting, 
from our own observation, that both are Ori­

ental, and that hoth are characterized by some 
habits and appearances in common; deferring, 
at the same time. all fur ther illustration of the 
subject until a more appropriate opportunity. 
We shall have occasion to ~pcak at large of the 
Lapiande,'s, in another part of our Travels'. 

Everyone 4a>< heard of the Anumi.,"" and 
the brandy, whieh the ClI/mucks are said to 
distil from the milk of mares. The manner 
of preparing thc.e liquors has been differently 
related, and perhaps is not always the same. 

(1) Those tentl are of It circular form, witb a lMJle at rtle top ; tht'Y 
art' constructetl of caDes, and ('overed witb a thick felt made or 
camel'& hair. In tbe ("llHud lauguage they are called /Oftl[,itlm; 

and being pJaced ulJOn WaggoOi durhtg their migMltionl, h..-e ,hen 
tb~ir name tt) the .umrner vehicltoll of Neubla, 

(!l) The EMjuim(lItz lodlaos of .JnuncrJ, the Greenlonners, anti th. 
Lap/adu., speak the same lan~age, IUld have the lame IIwnrtby 
<:inDp~llion . Wbm the NortJViAIu d'edcd their flettkme8t in lAo 
brador, the Gr~ertlaMJ Iaucuqe WM used. by their ililctfJrcler. with 
tbe oatini, 
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They ""sured 
distilled from 

us that the brandy was merely 
butt.er-milk. The milk which ''-....... -.,I' 

CHAP. 
XII. 

they collect overnight is churned in the 
morning into butter ; and the butter-milk is 
distilled over a lire made with the dung of their 
cattle, particularly of the q,omedary, which 
makes a steady and clear fire, like peat. Bllt 
other accounts have bef'n given, both of the 
/wU:/7liss and of the brandy. It has been usual 
to confound thBm, and to conilider the J.lJumis., 
3.8 their appellation for the brandy 80 ohtained. 
By every inlormation we could obtain, not only 
here, but in many other camps, which we after­
wards visited, they are different modifications 
of the same tJling, although different liquors; 
the /",umiss being a kind of sour milk, like the 
Yowrl of the 7'urks, and the beverage so much 
used by the Lap/anders, called Pi1TUl; and the 
brandy, all ardent spirit obtained from Iwumiu 
by distillation. In making the kou1lliss, they 
sometimes employ the milk of COWiI; but neyer, 
if mare's milk can be had; 3.8 the Aoumus from . . 
the latter yields three times 3.8 much brandy as 
that made from cow's milk. The manner of 
preparing the koumiss is, by combining one­
sixth part of warm water with any given quan­
tity of warm mare'. milk. To this they further 
add, as a leaven, a little old kounWs, and agitat. 
the mass till fenneutatioo ellllues. To produce 



314 CALMUC'KS. 

nu P. the vinous fermentation. artificial heat and more 
»,,11. 

c .... -... -.J' agitation is sometimes necessary. This affords 
what is called Roumiss. A subsequent proccss 
of distillation afterwards obtains an ardent spirit 
from the Aoumiss. They gave us this last be­
"erage in a woo~en bowl, calling it vina. In 
their own language it bears tile very remarkable 
appellation of meR, and TaCRy. doubtless nearly 
allied to the names of our East-India spirit, 
meR. and arratk. \Ve brought away a quart 
bottle of it, and considered it as very weak bad 
brandy, not unlike the C9mmon spirit distilled 
by the Swedes and other Northern nations. Some 
of their women were busied making it in an 
adjoining tent. The "impli,·ity of the opel"dtion. 
and of their ma",hinery, was very characteri~tic 
uf the antiquity of this chemical process. Their 
still was constructed of mud. or of very coarse 
clay; and for the neck of the retort they em­
ployed a cane. The receiver of the still was 
entirely covered by a coatinf\' of wet clay. The 
brandy had already passed owr. The woman 
who had the management of the distillery, 
wishing to !!,ivc u, a taste of the spirit. thrust a 
stick, with a sllIall tuft of camel's hair at its 
extremity, throu!l,'h the external covering of 
clay; and thus collecting a small quantity of 
~e brandy, she drew out the stick, dropped a 
portion upon the retort, and, waving the instru-
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ment above her head, scattered the remaining CHAP. 
XII. 

liquor in the air. We asked the meaning of ............. --" 
this ceremony, and were answered, that it is a 
religious custom, to give. always the first drop 
of the brandy from the receiver to their God. 
The stick was then plunged 'nto the receiver a 
second time; when more brandy adhering to 
the camel's llair, she squcezed it into the palm 
of her dirty and greasy hand, and, having tasted 
the liquor, presented it to our lips. 

The covering of their tents consists of neat 
and well-made mats, such as we see brought 
from India; and also of felt, or coarse woollen 
cloths. Whenever a Calmuck marries, he must 
build one of these tents, and one also for every 
uhild he has Ly that marriage. If a husband 
die, his widow becomes the property of his 
brother, provided the latter choose to accept of 
her. A distinction between married and unmar­
ried women is exhibited in the manner of dressing 
their hair. A married woman wears her hair 
braided, falling over her shoulders, and on each 
side of her face; but a virgin has only a single 
braid hanging down the middle of her back. 
Their tents were all of a circular form. Near to 
these we observed a party of their children, 
from the age of five to fourteen, playing at the 
antient Grecian l!'lUIle (before mentioned as 
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CHAP. common in Russia) with knuckle-boneR'. We 
XII. 

10.' _.-.J' delighted them by making a scramble with a few 

Penonat 
}\ppcar­
anee of 
Cal". .. cJo,. 

co/JeeRs. They . w~re quite naked, and perfectly 
black. Farther off, a herd of their dromedaries 
were grazmg. 

Of all the inhabitants of the Russian empire. 
the CalmucRs are the most distinguish~d by pe­
culiarity of feature and manners. In personal 
appearance, they are athletic and revolting. 
Their hair is coarse and black; thci r language 
harsh and guttural. They inhabit 'I'''ibet. Bu­
cha,ia, and the countnes lying t<> the north of 
Persia, Imlia, and China; but, from their vagrant 
habits, they may be found in all the southern 
parts of Russia, ~ven to the banks of the DniejJer. 
The Cossacks alone esteem them, and intermarry 
with them'. This union sometimes produces 

( I) The A6Ir(J!!a[imsu6; in Yibicta pme we fiud tbe orifin of dit.-e. 

~IuIlJ nine-pi"." &c. 

(i) III opVOSition to this ",mark, it i. ,tatoo in Mr. HeHt'.lounW., 
that C< (AI",uc.t servants a~ greatly esteemed an over RIUIiIl. for 
their inklllience and fidelity;" aud we recollect le-elng SODlt of them 
in that C'apacity amo~ E"gud famdies iu Pden""'K. Tbe most 
remarkable in.taure ever known of au ~xpatriatetl (Wn,..d, wu that 
"f aD artist empJoyf'd by the E.rl '!/ Elg,,., whom we lUi. (a ..eooa4 
.;huuJUJrIi6, r,."m the plajn~ of Scytllia) clterutillC' mOlit beautiful de~ 
"goa amOOJ tbe Ruini of Atltew.l. Some R .... " falnily hU. pre­
,"iuusly lent bi.m to finish hi. studies in RvM4, wb&re he acquired 
the bichest ~rfection iu desir;n. He bad the peculiar reaturC$~ and 
.... Dy of U)I: IDaUDe"" of the _w (;.,J..ulu. 
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women of very great beauty; although nothing 
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is more hideous than a Calmuck. High, promi- ' ............. .....,,, 
nent, and broad cheek-bones; very little eyes, 
widely separated from each other; a flat and 
broad nose; coarse, greasy, jet black hair; 
scarcely any eye-brows; and enormous promi-

" . " nent ears; compose no very InvIting counte-
nance; however, we may strive to do it justice. 

Their women are uncommonly hardy; and on 
horseback outstrip their male companions in the 
tace. The stories related of their placing pieces 
of horse-flesh under the saddle, in order to 
prepare them for food, are true. They ac­
knowledged that this practice was common 
among them during a journey, lind that a stake 
110 dressed became teader aud palatable. In 
their large campti, tlley ha~ cutlers, and other 



318 CAJ.MUCKS. 

~II A.l'. artificers in copper, brass, and iron; sometimes 
XII. <" 

'-' __ ... ..-'" goldsmiths, who make trinkets lor their women, 

Armour, & 
Wt·apum .. 

idols of gold and sih'er, and vessels for their 
altars; also persons expert at inlaid work, 
enamelling, and many arts vainly believed pe­
culiar to nations in a state of refinement. One 
very remarkable' fact, confirming the observa­
tions of other travellers', may bear repetition; 
namely, that, from time immemorial, the more 
Oriental tribes of Calmucks have possessed the 
art of making gunpowder. They boil the efflores­
cence of nitrate of potass in a strong lye of poplar 
and birch ashes, and lea\'e it to crystalJizp; 
after this they pound the crystals with two 
parts of sulphur, and as much charcoal; then, 
wetting the mixture, they place it in a caldron 
over a char<:oal fire, until the powder begins to 
granulate. The generality of Calmuchs, when 
equipped for war, protect the head by a helmet 
of steel with a gilded crest: to this is fixed a 
net-work of iron rings, falling over the neck 
and shonlders, and hanging as low as the eye­
brows in front. They wear upon their body, 
after the Eastern manner, a tissue of similar 
work, formed of iron or steel rings matted 
together: this adapt.s itself to the shape, .and 
yields readily to all positions of the body; and 

(l) Journal des Savans Voyagf.Ol'6, p.434. 
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ought therefore rather to be called a sltirt, than CHAP. 
XII. 

a coat, of mail. The most beautiful of these are' ", 
manufactured in Persia, and valued at the price 
of fifty horses. The cheaper sort are made of 
scales of tin, and "ell only for six or eight 
horses each; but these are more common 
among the Chinese, and in the Mogul t.erritory. 
Their other arms are lances, bows and arrows, 
poignards, and sabres. Ollly the richer CaLmucRs 
carry fire-arms: these are therefore always 
regarded as marks of distinction, and kept. 
with the utmost care, in cases made of badgers' 
skins. Their most valuable bows are constructed 
of the wild-goat's hom, or of whalebone; thc 
ordinary sort, of maple, or thin slips of clm or 
fir, fastened together, and bonnd with a covering 
of lindcn (lr birch bark. 

Their amusements are, hunting, wrestling, R..., .. · 
Hon .. ~TH\ 

archery, and horse-racing. They are not ('''od;, 'I' ' 

addicted to drunkenness, although they hold or We. 

drinking parties, continuing for half-a-day at a 
timc, without interruption. Upon such oc­
casions, every one brings his share of brandy 
and koumiss; and the whole stock is placed upon 
the ground, in the open air; the guests forming 
a circle, seated around it. One of them. 
squatted by the vessels containing the liquor. 
performs the office of cup-bearer. The yOWlg 

, 
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'IOHAP. women place themselves by the men, and begin 
,,-_~ ..... I_I ..... ' sungs of love or war, of fabulous adventure, or 

heroic achievement. Thus the file is kept up; 
the guests passing the cup round, and singing 
the w hole time, until the stock of liquor is 
expended. During all this ceremony, no one is 
seen to rise from' the party; nor docs anyone 
interrupt the harmony of the assembly, by riot 
or intoxication. In the long nights of winter, 
the young people of both sexes amuse them­
selves with music, dancing, and singing. Their 
most common musical instrument is the bala­

laika, or two-stringed lyre; often represented 
in their paintings. These painting-s preserve 
very curious memorials of the antient supersti­
tion of Eastern .,nations; exhibiting objects of 
Pagan worship which were common to the 
"arliest mythology of Etzljpt and of Greer·e. The 
arts of Painting and M1Isic may be supposed 
to have continued little liable to alteration 
among the Calmuch, from the remot('Ht periods 
of their history. As for their dances, these 

. consist mote in movements of the hands and 
arms, than of the feet. In winter they play at 
cards, draughts, backgammon, and chc~s. Their 
love of gambling is so great, that they will 
spend entire nights at play; and lose in a single 
~itting the whole of what they pos.sess, even to 
the clothes upon' their body. In short, it may 
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be /laid of the Calmucks, that the greatest part CHAP. 
XIL 

of their life is spent in amusement. Wretched ''-...... -..J' 

and revolting as they seem, they would be 
inrleed miserable, if compelled to change their 
mode of living for that of a more civilized 
people. Both Gmelin and Pallas relate, that 
they deem a residenoe in houses so insupport-
able, that to be shut up in the confined air of 
a close apartment, even for a short time, when 
under the necessity of going into towns, and 
making visits of embassy or commerce, is 
considered by them with a degree of horror. 
Among the diseases caused by their diet 
aud want of cleanliness, may be mentioned 
the itch : to this they are very subject. Ma-
lignant fevers are often fatal to them during the 
hcat of summer. The veuereal disease causes 
67eat ravages:. it IS said to prevail chiefly 
in those camps where their princes residp-, 
and not to be often found among the lower 
orders. They give to this disorder a name 
very expressive of the estimation ill which they 
hold their mode of life, by calling it "The Muse 
disease'." Having occasiQn hereafter to notice 
this people, we shall only now add the ubser-
vations of one of the celebrated' travellers before 
mentioned; who, after considering the privations 

. . 
(1) Ot, ra&ber, "iltrivt4froa ,.." wiD fit>tin __ :~ 

VOL. l . 1" 
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CHAP. to which they are exposed, places their situ­
XII. 

,,"' __ ' ation in a point of view more fayourable, per-
haps, than we have done. "For the rest," saylf 
he, "to whatsoever degree of wretchedness 
the poorest of the CalmucRs may be reduced, 
it is very rare to behold them dejected by 

• sorrow, and they are never subdued by 
despair. The generality, notwithstanding a 
mode of life apparently 80 adverse to health, 
attain to a robust and very old age. Their 
disorders are neither very frequent, nor very 
dangerous. Few become grey-headed at forty 
or fifty. Persons from eighty to a hundred 
years of age are by no means uncommon among 
them ; and at that advanced period of life they 
still 8ustain w~th great ease the fatigue of horse­
manship. A simple and uniform diet I; the free air 
they uninterruptedly respire; inured, vigorou8, 
and healthy bodies; continual exercise, without 
care, without laborious employment; such are 
the natural causes of these felicitous effects." 

Leaving this encampment, we continued to 
traverse the steppes in a south-westerly direction, 

(1) It ta dilHeult to reconcil~ this Mat£D\ctlt witb the real diet olthe 
OU,.ucll. Can that properly be deem~d .;".pk, which eomiatl of 
the Jr06leSt animal food of aU kiodJ, without admistve or yeptable 
diet, without bread, or aDY. the fruita: of cbe earth-' 
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and passed a very neat village belonging to a 
wealthy Gre~k, who, to our great surprise, had .. ' _.­
established a residence in the midst of these 
d(:solate plains. As we advanced, we per-
ceived that wheresoever rivers intersect the 
steppes, there are villages, and a numerous 
population. A manuscript map of TcherluJsi 
confirmed the truth of this observation. No 
maps have been hitherto published in Europe 
giving an accurate notion of the country. A 
stranger crossing the Cossack territory might 
suppose himself to be in a desert, although 
surrounded by vil.s. From the road, it is 
true, he will not often see these settlements; 
but frequently, whcn we were crossing a river, 
after believing ourselves to be in the midst of 
an uninhabited country, we beheld villages to 
the right and left of us, that had been con-
cealed by the banks of the river; not a single 
house nor church of which would have been 
otherwise discerned'. We were approaching, 
in an oblique direction, the La1.ovai, now aug-

(I) U Ereeted, or rather coueealed," la)'l GIIBOlt, accunLuly de­
sc,.ibing the dwelliDp of their (lrefethers, U in the depth of (Otelts, 00. 

the banks of riYel" or the edge of morane!l, "'·c may not perhaps. 
without 8attery, compare them to tbe architecture of the bea~er; 
.... hich they resembled. in .. double iuuc, t.u tAe ~ and. water, for the 
eaeape 0( the .. ~ luhabiteut, an animalIty cleanly, lell diligeDt, 
""" 100. _101, ...... 110M ....... 11ou ~,,",,",ped:' HiItofy of Ib 
R __ • E.,..,. chap. xlii. 

y2 
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CHAP. mellted to a ('(,n~iderable river. As we drew 
XII . 
• _ , near, its opposite banks rose considerably higher 

than the ordinary appearance of the country 
with fine clusters of trees. Before we arrived 
at Areno,: ... kaia, thc country was even moun­
tainous. On its western side we beheld a neat 
\"illage. called Jenn'clwia, pleasingly situate 
beneath the hills. with a new and handsome 
church. Indeed, the churches are everywhere 
good, and much superior to what we find in onr 
country villages in England, both as to archi­
tecture and interior decoration. At the top of 
the mountainons elevatiOll"on the western 8ide 
of the river, stood one of the lar:.:est of those 
tumuli which ahound over all this countrv. 
They become more numerous, and appear of 
greater magnitude, nearer to the Don and to the 
Sea ~f Au?! Finding the water clear, and the 
current rapid, we had the opportunity of bathing; 
and recommend the practice to all travellers, 
as essential to the preservation of health' . 

Au ... · From Areno.;shaia, we continued our route 
Jl,gia. 

over steppes apparently destitute of any habi-
tation. Dromedaries were feeding, the sole 

(I) dCn"hi informed uo;, that by COlUtan&: hat.biDg he escaped the 
te,,"er to wbieb tra'f'eU...,. are liable f10m. -the bad air and beat of 
Lap/aNI durioc' IJummer. 
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tenants of these wide pastures. Mr. Grip/JI got CHAP. 
XIL 

upon the back of one of theil!, as the animal '--.,..,--' 
was kneeling: it rose immediately, and, with 
a very majestic pace, bore him towarcls the 
carriage. Our horses were so terrified at the 
sight, that they broke the ropes. and we had 
great difficulty in tranquillizing them. The 
dromedary, having passed, made off into the 
plain, with his head erect, prepared, no doubt, 
to undertake an expedition to very distant 
regions; when, haviug satisfied his curiosity, 
Mr. Gripp. descended from his lofty back, as 
from the roof of a house, and fell with some 
violence upon the ground; leaving the drome-
dary to prosecute his voluntary journey, which 
he continued as tar as our eyes could fol-
low him. 

Innumerable inhabitants, of a smaller race, or rh, 

people these immense plains. Among the 
number of them, is an animal which the natives 
call Surohe; the Arctomys Bobac of zoologists ' . 
It grows here to the size of a large badger; 

(~) See SJlaw', ZOOlttf(g, "01.111. p. 12u. Pl. 144.-ln the first 
editiob we had de~cl'ihed this anima) Sf' tbe . I"'lne Mflrmol. ",ith 

which natur-<llisu ha"e sometime, {'()ufouadod it.-The holes, or reeeV­
tacJ~, of the lW/Juc are Jftlcd with tbe fill~t hay i 80d it is said that 
the quantity fount.! in one n("fiOt is sufficient (or Q uight's provender for 
.. bone._The Bobac is tbe Mws Arcl.OffItp of Po1:tu. 

SlIrukr , tlf 
}I ,,/.,,(,. of 
the SIC1'l"'" 
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• 
CHAP. and so much resembles the b~ar in its manner xn. 

• 'and appearance, that, until we became ac-
quainted with its real history, we considered 
it as a nou-descript animal, and called it Ursa 

minima suclerranea. Such mistakes are not 
uncommon in zoology. Naturalists frequently 
add to the nomenclature of animals by super­
fluous appellations A beautiful little quadru­
ped, called Jerboa in Egypt. has been described 
in other countries as a distinct animal, under 
the various names of Mus jaculus, Sublerroneous 

Hare. JTaulting Ral, Leaper, &c. &c. but it is 
the same creature everywhere, and bears to the 
Aangaroo the same degree of relationship that 
a lizard has to the crocodile. We shall deAcribe , 
it more minJtely hereafter. Our present 
business is with the Suroke; this is seen in all 
parts of the steppes; sitting erect, near to its 
burrow, whistling very loud upon the slightest 
a1ann. and observing all around. It makes 
such extensive subterraneous chambers. that 
the ground is perforated in all directions. and 
the land is destroyed wheresoever this animal 
is found. Its colour is a greyish brown: it has 
five fingers upon each of its paws; these very 
much resemble human hands, and are used 
after the same manner. The mouth. teeth. and 
bead, are like those of the squ!rrel; but the ears 
are shorter. Its fine eyes are round, full, dark, 



DON COSSACKS. 

and bright: the tail is IIhort; the belly generally 
protuberant, and very large. It devours almost 
every thing it finds, with the greatest voracity; 
and remains in a state of torpor half the time of 
its existence. Many of the peasants keep 
>-urohes tame in their houses.. We purchased 
110 le8s than four: they lived and travelled 
with us in our carriage, thereby enabliJlr 
us to study their habits. TI1CY were always 
playlOg, or sleeping, beneath our feet, to the 
great annoyance of our little pug-dQg'. The 

(11 Having meutioned this little animal, it may he wen to say 
80mdbinr 01 the importaJlef' of iu p~Jf!n('e _itb us, lor the advantage 
of other travelleR. The precaution was first reeummended to us by a 
Polish trav~Uer in nt"tlmQrll. Any small dog (the more IlimiDuti'"e 
Ute- bettf'T, beeausr tbe lUore portable, and generally tbf" mo~ petu. 
lant) will prove a valuabll! I:uardian, in countries where tbe traveller 
jl liable to attacks from midlli:;ht robbers, and ~peda11y from pirates 
by water, a.~ in the Arcltipd(fgo. They generally sleep during the day, 
and fOund their shrill alarum upon the m.st di,taot approach of 
dallger. during the night. Tbe author remembers an iUlitance of ODe 
that enaMed a party of marioe" to steer clear of 'orne shanows, by 
t.l'king lit • buoy, which, iothe darkness of the Di,pt. they had QOt. 

perceived. The initancea in wbich our little dOC wu useful, it is 
ueedle.tS to relate. But it may gratify curiosity to be informed, that, 
neinc naturally .mid of watn t aDd alway, a"use from eoterinc it, be 
eroued all tbe rinn and lakes of ~, S."., IDd NIW."" after 
hi, routers; accompanied them, durilll tbret yean, in different 
climate., althour;h detestinr hodily eunite; ud ultimately performed 
• journey OD foot, keeping up 'With bOftel, from AIItnu, th.rouch aU 
Greect, M~J and 'TAroc.; m.k.ine the tour nf the .Arc~, 
to ~e: and~, in the same '·.aMl', tbroucb ." ... , 
aDd Widlad", to B"' ..... 

321 
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CHAP. peasants universally n-ive them the name of 
XII. ,. 

' ......... -" Wask!). They told us, that in the month of 
Septemfoer their tame surokn retire to somto 
hiding-place, and do not make their appearance 
again betore the beginning of Ap.-;l. They 
either descend Into Bome burrow, or conceal 
themselves where they may remain the least 
liable to observation, and sltep during the 
whole winter. To awaken them, during the 
season of their somnolency, materially injnres 
their health, and sometimes kills them. They 
are most destrnetive animals; for thev will g-'law . . 
every thing- they find in their way; shoes, 
books, wooden planks, and all kinds of root.s, 
fruit, or vegetables. They made havoc with the 
lining of our i:arriage ; which was of moroccO 
leather . . As soon as they have done eating, 
they become so drowsy, that they even fall 
asleep ill your hands, in any posture or ~itnation, 
or under any circumstances of jolting noise or 
motion. When awake, they are very active; 
and they surpass every other animal in the 
rapidity with which they bnrrow in the earth. 
They resemble guinea-pigs in making a grunting 
noise; and when surprised, or much pleased, 
or in any degree frightened, they utter loud 
and short squeaks, resembulI& the sound of a 
person whistling. 
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Utner anlmalR common in the steppes are CH"P. 
XII. 

wolves and bear~; also Il quadruped called' , 
Riroke, of a grey colour, something like a wolf, TheBi,,,". 

very ferocious , and daring enough to attack 
men. The Cossack peasants, armed with their 
lances, sally forth, on horseback, in pursuit of 
this animal. It has a long full tail, reaching to 
the ground. From the acconnts given of it by 
the peasant~, we suspected it to be the same 
anImal described by Professor Palla." as found 
in the environs of Astrachan, under the appel-
lation Cllnka!, and said to be between a wolf 
and a dog; but whether it be the same kind 
of Jackal which is found in Syria and in 
Egypt, or not, we did not learn. 

The most numerous of all the quadrupeds of The S.,/i, . 

the stefJ/Jes, the whole way from JVornnetz to 
Tcherhask, are the Suslic.<: by this name they 
are called throughout tbe country. Near the 
course of the Don, they absolutely swarm, and 
may be taken in any number. This interesting 
little animal is supposed to be the Mus Citillu., 

of Bu.ifon; and a deRcription of it will now 
prove whetber this be really the case or not. 
It makes a whistling noise, like the suroli/!; but 
it is much smaller, not being larger than a 
amall weauf. It ~onstrllcts its habitation under 
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CHAP. ground with incredible quickness; excavating, 
XII. 

• I first of all, a small cylindrical hole or weD, 
perpendicularly, to the depth of three feet; 
thence, like a correct miner, it shoots out a 
level, although rather in an ascending direction, 
to prevent being incommoded by water. At 
the extremity of this little gallery it forms a 
very spacious chamber; and to this. as to a 
granary, it brings, every morning and evening, 
all it can collect of favourite herbage, of corn 
(if it can be found), of roots, and of other food. 
Nothing is more amusing than to observe its 
habits. If anyone approach, it is seen sitting, 
at the entrance of its little dwelling, erect, upon 
its hinder feet, like the suro!t.e, carefully noticing 
whatsoever is g )ing on around it. In the be­
ginning of winter, previously to retiring for the 
season, it carefully closes with sand the entrance 
to its subterraneous abode, to keep out the snow; 
as nothing annoys it more than water, which 
is all the Caltmu;Rs and Cossocks use in taking 
them; for the instant water is poured into their 
burrows, they run out, and are easily caught. 
The Calmucks are very fond of them as an 
article of food; but they are rarely eaten by 
the Cossacks. Their greatest enemy iii the 
falcon: this bird makes a constant breakf8.llt 
and supper of suslies. They have from two to 
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ten young ones at a time; and it it supposed, 
from the hoard prepared, that the swlic does \ 
not sleep, like the mrolte, during winter. All 
the upper part of ita body is of a deep yellow, 
spotted with white. Ita neck is beautifuJJy 
white, the breast yellowish, and the belly a 
mixed colour of yellow and grey: it has, 
moreover, a black forehead, reddish white 
temples, and a white chin. The rest of its 
head IS of an ash-coloured yeJlow; and the ears 
are remarkably small. Among the feathered 
race in the steppe" we particularly noticed, 
during this part of our journey, certain birds 
called Staritchi, or Elder" which appear in 
flocks: they are held by the people in super­
stitious veneration. One of these birds is about 
the size of a snipe: its colour is broWD; but 
the breast is white; and its shupe is very 
elegant. 

Such are the observations which we made 
during the second day of our journey across 

331 
CHAP. 

XII. 
... .J 

tile steppes. We halted at a place called Nature or 
• Vtllages 

SucMvsRa.a, and proceeded afterwards to Rosso- nomod in 

ehindaia, a single hut in the middle of th6 =.n 
waste. Yet such are often the villages, not to 
say towns and ciue'S, which figure in th6 
RU811ian maps. Thi8 place consisted of a single 
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CHAP. dwelling, built of a few pieces of wood, and -x J I. 
I thatched by weeds and sedge, carelessly 

heaped. The surrounding hovels are out­
houses for the post-horses. During summer, 
its Cossach inhabitants sleep upon the roof, 
among the thatoo. 

As it grew dark, a tremendous thunder-storm 
came on, and a very interesting ~pectacle was 
disclosed by the vivid flashes of lightning. The 
Cossack guard, as well as the people of the 
place, had collected themselves upon diflerent 
parts of the thatched covering of the hut and 
adjoining hovels, to pass the night. Every 
flash of lightning served to exhibit their martiai . 
figures, standin~' upright, in groupes, upon the 
roof of the buildings, bowing their heans, and 
crossing themselves, beneath the awful canopy 
the sky then presented. All around was de­
solate and silent. Perhaps no association could 
serve to render a scene of devotion more 
striking. It is customary among the CossacR., 
before they consign themselves to sleep, to 
make the sibrn of the cross, facing respectively 
the four quarters of the globe. A similar 
superstition, respecting four cardinal points of 
worship, exists among ignorant people, even 
in our own country. The author, when a child, 
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was taught by an old woman 
lowing singular prayer: 

" Four earner'S to my bed, 
Four angels over head: 

to offer the fol-

Matthew, Ma1'k, Lukl!, 8Dd J"bn, 
BleSi the bet! that I lie on." 

, 
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A party of CossacRs arrived as pilgrims, S"oggl ... 
from the 

retuOling homeward from the war in Italy. Anny. 

We afterwards met numbers, who had tra­
versed on foot the whole of the immense terri-
tory from the Alps to the Don, and who arrived 
with scarcely a rag to their backs. They were 
loud in complaints against their unprincipled 
commanders. Some of them had learned a 
tittle of the Italian language; and made use of 
it in wiling us that the Russian officers, having 
iirst stripped them of c\'ery thing they had, 
turned them adrift upon the frontier of Iinly. 
to find their way home on foot. One of them 
assured u~, that he had begged during the 
whole journey; and that before he left the 
Russian anny, they had taken away his watch, 
and even his clothes. We gave them a little 
brandy; and the poor people of the hut brought 
them some broth, made with fish and wild 
herbs. They sat around it in a circle, eating 
all out of one bowl; and ' having ended their 
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CHAI'. supper, began to sing.-So relative is human 
XII, , , 

\ • ' happmess! 

l);, uncUon We left Rossocllinshaia on the eighteenth of 
be,ween f" h b' f I ,',,,,,"'of June, All the ,,-ossacR III a IblOtS 0 t Ie steppes, 
::~s~?':n,,: from Kasankaia to Tcherhask, have light brown 
Don, hair, and are a'different race from the genuine 

Cossacks of the capital, and those dwelling in 
stanitzas along the Don, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Papof, a Cossack officer of the highest merit 
and talent, of whom we shall hereafter speak, 
told us that the people of the steppes were 
emigrants. of recent date, from Poland. 

It would be tedious to notice, upon every 
occasion, the extraordinary number of tumuii, 
seen during tile whole route; but the Reader 
is requested to bear in mind the curious fact 
of their being everywhere in view. Close to 
the post-house at Pichovdaia, the first place 
where we halted this day, there were two 
mounds of a very remarkable size; one on eaeh 
aide of the road. The horses here were without 
shoes, and the road was as excellent as it is 
possible to imagine. The whole country re­
sembled one vast verdant lawn. Stories of 

. danger were renewed: the lances of our ~k 
escort were twelve feet in length; and an 
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unusual degree of caution prevailed among CHAP. 
XIL 

them, as to their means of defence. They ' .......... "'I.r' 
provided themselves with fire-arms: these they 
&aid were now necessary; and a very sharp 
look-out was made, the CaJmuaks increasing 
in number as we advanced more into the 
interior. 

We arrived at Ka'11U!1U'kaia, a stanitza upon X_m •• • 
.kG;a. 

the Danaet%, gFmerally written Donet%: we 
crossed this rive I' by means of a floating bridge, 
as the post-house was upon the opposite side. 
The town made a great figure, as we descended 
towards the valley wherein it was situate; 
owing to its fine church, and its numerous 
gardens .: the river itself, also, exhibiting a 
broad Rtream winding among the trees, had a 
noble appearance. We observed in the streets 
a kind of gingerbread for sale, which is common 
in our English fairs, and it is made into the 
same form. The Ataman was at his country­
Beat; and we were told, that all the principal 
Cossacks had their houses for summer residence 
ir:! the country. Just before entering the town. 
a young Calmud woman met us, sitting astride 
upon a horse laden with raw horse-flesh. which 
hung like carrion before her OIl either side. 
She was grinning for joy at the treasure ahe 
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CH.~P. had obtained: this we afterwards found to be 
XII. th 

."' ......... -..', really carrion. A dead horse, lying in e 

Iron Four.~ 
dn~ of 
Luga Jl . 

ditch surrounding the town on the land side, 
had attracted about thirteen dogs, which we 
found greedily devouring what remained; the 
Ca/muck having contested the priz{' with them 
a few minutes before, and helped herself to as 
much of the mangled carcase as she could 
carry away. The post-master kept a tame 
.<tIrone, a~ large as a common terrier. perif.('t1y 
domesticated. Thig animal, he told us, only 
remained with him one half of the year; that 
it constantly retired, for the other six months, 
to a hole in the ground, ncar the house, and 
there buried itself. Upon the approach of 
spring, it regularly returned to its patron; 
resuming its filrmer habits, sitting upright, and 
begging for bread and herbs as before. It 
would always come to him, during the summer, 
when called by the name of Wruky; but aU 
the bawling he could usc, at the mouth of its 
burrow, never drew it forth in the winter 
season. 

Higher up the Danae/x, near the . spot where 
it receives the Lugan, are the Lugan iron-worlu 
and eannon-:foundry, belonging to the Crown: 
these, at the time we travelled in the Co_ell 
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territory, were under the direction of Sir Charles 
Gascoigne '. From thence the Emperor's artil- 10' _ ...... .J' 

lery passes by water to the Black Sea. Sir 

CRAP. 
XII. 

Charlts found very excellent coal at Lugan: 
in consequence of this discovery, and the cone-

venience of situation for wa~r-carriage, the 
foundry was there established. 

The remarkable appellation of the river at 
Kamenshaia has perhaps already excited philo­
logical notice. In our maps it is written DOllnez; 
and in those of Germany, Drmelz. We paid the 
greatest attention to the pronunciation of the 
natives; particularly of those CossacR officers 
who, by their education, were capable of de­
termining the mode of orthography best suited 
to the m.anner in which the word is spoken; 
and always found it to be Danaelx. although fre- ~t~';o!~ 

quently pronounced, as if a T was before the D, Tana'" 

Tdanaetz, or Tannels. But this is the name, 
or nearly 80, that was given by the Antient 

(1) The author i, desirotd to ~tTect here an error of tbe former 
editioD. There .... nothing in tb~ manner of Sir Cltl'lrlu GrI~·. 

leaviD( bi' eoUDt~' I to _"rran! the notioD entertained hy sumt' ~noA.I 
in R .... of bit bej~ ,umpted from tb~ beJleofit of Ihr Briti-h J.1If' •• 
He ... formerly DirectC'r of the f'fnTmI W.,./u ;'1 S.""Ia"rt ; .lUd was 
aolieltK by the late EmJH'CS'o CA.HIE8INE. lbruuKi.. the metHUID of 
Admiral Gra" Nr Pint Lord of toe Adlairalty, to roter iato ber 
.enice: to tbll be apeed, aDd ltft CfWI Brit... for Llftu in 
1786. 

VOL. I. Z 
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CJJ\\j'. Greeks to the Don, Tanals. The reason of this 
XIJ. 

• 'may now be explained . When the word Tana'is 

was introduced into their language, it had re­
ference to another river, and not to the Don. 
The subject is curious; but it requires a better 
knowledge of the geography of tile country, 

c 

and better documents concerning the course of 
the rivers, than any map yet published can 
afford. Vle shall therefore accompany our own 
observations by an outline, faithfully copied 
from the latest surveys deposited in the Chan­
cery at Tc/'erkask. Had it not been tilr the 
jealousy of the Russian police, we mi;;ht have 
published another more extcnsi\·e view of the 
whole territory of tllC Don Co,sads; calculated 
to manifest the prevailing ignoranCQ. ,c~mcerning-

... - ' .. . . 
the courses \)f the rivers, and. ~ general 
geography of all the country bordering the Sea 
nf Azoj'. It was prepared for us, in conse­
quence of an order from the Governor of the 
district, by a party of officers belonging to the 
Cossack army: but some agcnts of the police. 
apprized (jf the circumstance, endeavoured to 
excite a suspicion that we were spies, and we 
were not permitted to profit by their intended 
liberality. 

In the first place, the Reader is requested, 
before he examines this Map, to suppose him-
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self entering" the mouth of the Don, and pro- CHAP. 
XII. 

eeeding up the river, to the distance of about, • ' 
ninety-nine miles' from its embouchure, and 
rather more than forty-six ' ahove the town of 
TdterhasN. Here he would find the Danlletz, 

falling into the Don by two Qlouths separated 
from eaeh othcr by a distance of ten or 
twelve miles, But the people have, for time 
immemorial, entertaincd a lIotinn, that, before 
tlle Dal/lIet: reaches the ~ea, it lea\"es the Don 

ag-ain, and, tnkin ,!:: a nllrth-we~te rly direction, 
lidl, inl') the Pulus MtT'Olis, to the north of all 
the other mouths ef the D Oll , This northern-
mllst mouth of the Don : represented in the 
annexed !\Iap';, owing- to the river whose waters 
its l'hanncl is supposed peculiarly to contain, is 
called D rlllaet"-. and, to e'l:press either its sluggish 
current or its lapse into the sea, Dead Dnnaetz. 

The Grel'ks, steerlllg from the Crimea towatds 
the mouths of the Do", and, as their custom 
was, keeping close to the shore., entered first 
this northernmost mouth of the river. It bore 
then, as it docs now, the name of Danaetz, 

Tdanaetz, or Tallael'; it matters not which of 

(I) One hundr{'ri aD'" forty t'nsls 
('1) Sen-llty t'~r,tl. 

(3) Set; Fig. j3. iu the Map of the Mouth" of the 1'Hft. 
(") It It .till a DIode uf oavigatwD in tbe B/fAd Sra aDd tlle Sea 

°1 .4;of. 

z '2 
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CHAP. these; for it will readily bp, admitted, that from 
XII. 

1,.1 __ ._' anyone of these appellations the wore Tanals 

Camps of 
Calli/liCks . 

would be derived'. Even in the present day. 
the analogy between the words is so striking. 
that. in hearing Tahtars and Cossack~ name 
this branch of the Don. particularly if uttered 
with quickness and volubility, it seemed as fre­
quently pronounced Tanals as Tanaetz. To 
distinguish this branch of the Don from the 
Danaetz, properly so called, they add to each an 
epithet ; the latter being called the Northern. 

and the former the Dead Danaetz. 

lVe traversed continued steppes, from K amen­
shaia. Camps of Calmllchs were often stationed 
ncar the road. We visited several; but obtained 
little information" orth adding to the description 
before given of this people. In one of those 
camps, corrtaining not more than four tents, we 
found women only, busied in the distillation of 
brandy !rom milk. The men were all absent; 
perhaps upon some predatory excursion. The 
women confirmed what we had heard before, 
concerning the materials used for distillation: 
having made butter, they said. they were di­
stilling the butter-milk for brandy. We could 

(t) The change from D into T, &nd iii« verld. is one of \be moil 

eoWUlOD modIfications to which language is exposed. 
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hardly conceive that brandy might be so ob- CHAP. 
XII: 

tained; but to prove it, they tapped the ~till, \ • 
as upon a former occasion, presenting a tnft of 
ramel's hair soaked in brandy, that we might 
taste, and be convinced. During the latter 
part of this day's journey, w!' ubserved many 
dromedaries, grazing. We halted li)r horses at 
Dubovskaia. Immense caravans were passing 
towards the Uhm;ne. The v~r'y sight of their 
burden is sufficient to prove the inlporlance of 
cultivating the .Iejlj)es, where Nature Oldy re­
quires solicitation, in ord('r to pour fi,rth her 
choice"t treasures. 'Ye noti,,{'d trains uf frum 
sixty to a hundred wag-guns, laden en tirely ",ith 
dried fish, to f('ed the ilth~bit~nts of the SOIlIIt <if 
Russia. who lIlight h(· supplied with better food 
from their own land than from all the rivers of 
the Cossarks. 

We proceeded to Gri.:inshaia, and here passed 
the night; having travelled sixty-eight miles ' this 
day, notwithstanding the delays curiosity had 
occasioned. In the morning of .June 19th, we 
came to 1'c!testibaloslw;a, meeting freqnent par­
ties of Calmucks; and through TusloL'shaia, to 
the town of AX a!}, upon the Don, a settlement 

('1) One hundred aud t,.·o t't)"sts . 
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bt'loll/(ing to the Cossack, of TelLe/·Ju/5/'-. As we 
drew nearer the river. the sleN)es were entirely 
alive with swarms of the beautiful little qua­
druped before described under the name of 
Sk,/ic: some of thest' were white. Approaching 
Axa.,/. nUlllerou, ,camp' of Cn/mue/ls appeared in 
e\'cry direction. over all thc country aro.md the 
town. Some of their tents werc pitched closc 
to the place. Others. more distant .• covered 
the lofty elninenccs abovc thc Don. 



CHAP. XIII. 
----=-~- - -- --- -

e l l'lT.IL OF Tllr: DO\" C()~~.IC)\' . 

• /'J . lI: (1/ .i.rfl.'I- "IINil /; /lfry-I,'(((!JliIJll 1.?J 1/.(' 1}' 1l 

( ,\(fli., -P"/, ,t//fti"fl '!f' th ,;r r,'rrr/ t;r:/-rlfll' '/ 1',1' 
1'1 J!-l ',/11 nt/i'lli flu C()url J i' ,ii, ,d - - Hn(!('f! Fa· ! .. :: 

- /l/ft/fI.l !J hi li 1,.'1 IIII' IJ 'JII allll ,h(, .Yi/(' - .\.: Il/" f 

(' irl\i, ilJ , ond . J lllllllli(il, -I'.;,III~- T:r{ }f{'I,t!"",: ,II 

• ; /,Nll nll(" '!.,"Fdll'r /"(1 ,'( - I I/harilrm!, flJ/rI Pill rr 11/1 U ­
;":'fi- Origin ':J' till' O)'i ' (Ir/.·\-Call ~('" 'l t!t('t,. Incrt ';" 
-1~m;gralioll\'-F(Jlmdati()n '!f' ,h(';r ('"pi/a/-C'in ,;, ­
~;(""-('{Jllln/{'}({' '!f l (hl'1ka~k-p,. Ii~//(d JI,llIf1,r. 'f 
, ::/' l 't" Jplt:-RI'11iflrl!af.!f' 11 "ugl 1'-.O"'I.'ITt'Y ,{ I/u- Tc U 11 

- I :1l1 ire /{lllIk'l l1wl't:d- D : Ir'rl'(''i r{ I he Pi 01 h - G, I (~ . . 

]'IfF. Postlll~;;t{'l' of T".rl",·.' /'a;a 
we dre\\' 1Iear to .ha!!. He h:ul , 

met U!=:, as rn.' p. 

\'. i l hout ou r ,~_:-'_I ..... I_! ..... 
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knowledge, passed us upon the road, and given 
\'ery absurd notice to the inhabitar, ts, that a 
great Geucral from F;n/iland was UpOLl the road 

·to the town. A party of Cossack cavalry, armed 
'with yery long- lances, came out lo. lueet 1l!!\, . . 
and, joining' our escort, took their station in the , 
van. The Postmaster, with his drawn sabre, 
rode bare-headed by the carriage-side; and 
in this conspicuous manner we nade our 
entry. As the annnal inundation 'of the Don 

had laid the ~tr('cts "f Tc/'ahn.<h under \\'ater, 
its Chancery had been n'nH,vcd to this place, 
and almo,t all thc prineipal families were in 
AXr(1J. \\-p limn" the lllhahitants "'aiting "ur 
arril'al. and thl' (''o.<WCR officers drawn out to 
witness ll. The .1/flllIflJl of ./1J. (JY Caine to us iIll­
mediate!y; all(' we took care to undec"i"" him 
with regard to our supposed g~'wm/.dlijJ. It 
&eemed to make no alteration, either in the 
respect paid to us, or the welcome thpy· \\'('re 
disposed to gin,. Every possible attcntion ancl 
politeness were manifested. \Ve f'xpresscd an 
inclination to proceed as j'lr as TcllP1-/;a.,k thc 
~amc cvellin~. The A/amr", observed. that the 
day wa, far advanced; that the ('urrent of the 
Don, s\\'oln by th(' inulldation. was extremely 
rapid amI turbulent; and that he ('ollld not 

undertake to be responsible for our safety, if 
we persisted in our determination. He Iwd 
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already provided excellent qum-ters, in a spacious 
and Ck'lH (Ipartlll(,llt, with nun1etous window~, 

a balcony ("oll1,"andi" .,· a view of the Don, and . n 

f'ver," protec tioll that all host of saints, virgins, 
and 11IsholJS, whose pictures c~)yered the walls, 
could a!t'm\. Their Gcneral was at his country-

• scat, ten mile, from the tuwn ' : an express 
was therefore sent to hin" lor his instructions 
conecrning' our future recept.ion, In the mean 
time, ~elltjl)el~ were stationed at ollr carriage; 
and ,UI ollieer, with Coswe" ~()ldiers, paraded 
constantly before uur door. During the whole 
time we remaincd in their country, the same 
honours werc paid to us; and although we 
fr('qllentl~' remonstrated ;~g'aillst the confinement 
thus nc('asioll£'d tv the young officers, Wf' never 

went oUl without fillliing the sentinels in waiting, 
aIHI thl' ollict'!' at his post. The Atomoll came 
frequently to otter his ,en'iccs; and the ~()nstant 
endeavour of the people seemed to be, who 

( 1) .. M,I"t of the ricllt'r (ft.um:R,\ ha\'l' hOlht' 't in 1,:h",'ka/o k, whi"h 
they ma'-I' tlll'ir IIwtr0I'"ll\; l1ut I , a~~ tlU' ~rt'il l\'r r :t rl \If tlwir time- 11\ 

thl'ir fal'llI~. toll the lIortil<'r1l "M il k .. r til(' riv(·r. Pltll'!!', tb\' Alunum, 

<; ..liJ h" )" ("I, t tluo r,' ' ..... n hlllulr.·t! hr(lvt1 mar('~ , He h,ld, hIHu'\ cr, DO 

Jalld ill tjl',,~c. thotl!{h he po<:"l'<;'i(',1 a Ullt',l":lrd ;\ lillie t" the east 

or ~" .r:1I ()f til t' \I iut' I'rnclu,'('d lrlliU t ll('<;e ,ille,I ,\rt!s. they vaunted 

gread ,.. Tilt' t,eq IIhlilp !olnl('k mt' a ~ mired WIth Gr('I,k wine, (Ir 

raisin", Tilt' tlrdll111ry "im'<; art' "cr:,' I'our, lIud \"' stt>lt'.~ . Sl'irit.s are 
very cheap, an..t much ..trunk. Pluto/ himself totlk a ghF ... of hrand~. 

with. Jlpoonful nr .. all in il; as if braDdy was hardly st rong eDuu~h." 
Hek,.'s AIS, JtRiWJUU. 

." -.rt t} 

ellAI'. 
XIlL 

'-v-' 



346 
·MUP. 

XIII. , 
• W 

nON COSSACKS. 

should shew us the greatest degree of kindnl'ss. 
Hearing us complain of the iml<'euracy of the 
Ru~sian maps, they brought frolll tIlI'ir Chanet'ry 
(without any of thMe degrading su~pi('ions which 
had so often insultC'd us) their own ac('urate 
surveys of thc ("ountry, and allowed us free J • , 

acccss, at all time" to th, ir most llu'hf'ntic do­
('uments. The sl'cretaril'~ of the Chanc!'ry wcre 
ultimately onlNcd by their (;cncral to cop)" fi,r 
us a sur\'{'y of the whole tcrritory of Ihl' D Oli 

Co <.<ack.. That we wert' illsti~ated to a('('('pt 
of the ofl~r hy any other motive than a ,ksire 
of adrling to thl' puhli,· sloek of geographic;' I 
knowlrd~(" Illay perhaps r('qllirc no proof. The 
Procurator' l'mployed hy the Hussian (;(I\·el".l­
mcnt, hU\\'r r f'r, thought oth('rwi~(' ~ it being- a 

maxim in the policy of that country. that .. t'l 
(',,/ir; it lell , is to !-ella!}." This lihNal intention of 
thl' hospitahk Ct·.,sac!., "'as thereforl' thwar(('d ; 
although no IlH'naCl' of th(' Hussian polin' call 

now prevent an acknowkrlpnellt. which would 
equally have been made if we had heen enabled 
to communicate mort' intc r('stin~ and \'aluablc 

------------ --- -- -
( I) <f The Prnt:ureur fPrO(,lIratIJr) j .. :\ kioll of ('omptwlll't, or 

\- i ~ltor; nplJOinted to wa1<'h ')H'r the ('''('CutUlII ~Jr the law,,; to (,"hIlHllt" 

Hie dt,ri .. inu or courts of ju .. tice; to villit tlu' pri~ollf1,; au,-ntl tilt' ex('­

,·ution.;;;, &c. Hr i"i gt'tlrrally " nat;"€' nf a tlifft'rrnl provim·(, fr.lln thnt 

"h('r(-i n he i~ "Iatrolled. At 7i:lIerl<flsk. Itt u nill.'h!lf n flU.1~''' ''. Itt 
it'ast lIol a Co~~ad(." lJeber', Juullmi. 
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inl,)rmation to the geographerg of Europe. It 
i~ some con~ol~tion that we were alloweu to 
uelineate the difiercnt dwnnels of the DOll , 

towards its em/·ourlture.. this will be found " 
faithful rl'prl'sentation. For the rest, it may]" , 
~aid. the course of thl' Don itseJf is not acclI­
rately gi"en in ollr best maps; and of the other 
riwrs falling into it, not evcn thl' names arc 
Iloticcd. Thosl' slrl)/>"s ",hi('/' arc d('sccibcd a" 
heing so desolate. an(1 whi('h app('ar like a "ast 
gl'ogral'hi~al blank in en'ry atlas, are fill ed with 
inhabitants. 8'(111;1::;0.< arc stationcrt alon(( the 
nllnlcruus ri\ rrs tra\'crsin~ thenl; nlthough the 
common rontc, by not following the course of . . 
any of those rivers, afford no knowlpdge of the 
IInlllbl'r of thp peopll'. They contain one hun­
d , ed o>l(m;''''"', or settlements, and two hundred 
thousand Co.<.lack inhabitants ' . Of this number, 
thirty-fi"e thousand arc in arms, Tbere an· 
also, ill the territory of the /),," Co.«arl.·,<, thirt\" 
thousand Cal!·;/lc!.-., .. fin' thousand bearing arms, 
a. persons ,,·ho arc reallY at all times for actual 
,C'n·jC'c. The last af" not permitted to )paYC' 
1.le country, although it he extraordinary how 
p( rsons of their yagr~nt inclination and habit" 

(:2) rot It furthrr R('('mUit or their p')pnlat;ulI. I'C(" Lbt' NoIlf, eltrllctl"tl 

from Jlr. J:letu's .lIS. Jt)u1Iwl. iu a suhscqllt'ut rag-e, coutainiu:; mllt"h 
,,,Iuable inf(}rmntlon. 
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CIl .\P. can be restrained. It was before said of the 
XIlI. 
~ Cossachs, that tllC'Y arc attached to t.'lE: Ca/mucks, 

"i(''' or 
tll(' iJv •. 

and e\'cn intermarry with them; but a Cn/mlld 

can newr be taught to endure a domestic lile. 
If compelled to live within walls, he would die 
of the spleen; ~nd always exhibits uneasiness if 
there be any disposition towards connning him 
in a house. 

We had ne\'er beheld an acre of Asiatic terri­
tory; therefore the land upon the sou th sidc of 
the Don, although it consisted of flat and dreary 
marshes, afforded to us an interesting prospect. 
From our bakony we had a conllnallliing view 
of the river: it appe<lrl,d broad and rapid, ex­
tpnning tHward~ tho~e lnarshc:-;. At a distanr'c' 
eastward. WL beheld Tclttrkasll, with its Ihl­

merous spires, rising. as it were, out of the 
water. Upon the Europ('(lll side WI' observed 
a neighbouring slanil:.a of cOIl~iderahle Inagni­
tude, stationed, like .<:ray, upon a lofty eminence 
above the water. The nallle AUfY i" a Talilar 

word, si:"'11ifying u·hite 1In/PT. The Don , in this 
part of its course, exhibits two colours. Near 
to Axay it appears white, because it if> here 
shallow. A similar appearance may hI; observed 
from the Castle of Col'lenlz in Germany, where 
the Moselle falls into the Rhine: for some 
di"tance after the junction, the two rivers appear 
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flowing parallel to each other; exhibiting a 
distinct and different colour which is peculiar to 
the respective water "I" f'ach currcnt. In the 
shallows of thc Don, the T'YjJhu prdw./"is flou­
rishes luxuriantly. \Ve found the inhabitants 
of A~'a!J' atHi afterwards thosc of T'cherkask, 
dcvouring this plant raw, with ;Is much avidity 
as if this article of diet had been connected 
with ",lIle religious nhsen'allcc. The stalks 
appeared in all the streets, and in ,,,'cry housl', 
bound into little fascines ahout three feet in 
lcngth, as our gardeners bind asparagus: these 
bundles \\'LTe hawkcd about, or sold in the 
shops. The season ftlr pating this vegetable 
had just commenccd. The L'O'''IICh.l', peeling off 
the OlltN cuticle. select Ilt'ar the rOllt of the 
plant a tender white p:ut of the stcm; which, 
I"l' ',bont the lengTh .;f eighteen inches, affords 
a crisp. ('(loling. and wry pleasant articlc I)f 

food. W e ale of it heartily. and became as fond 
of it as were thc Cossacks ; with whom, young 
of old, rich or poor, it is a most favourite 
repast. The taste is somewhat insipid; but in 
hot climatcs. this cool and pleasant vCl,(ctable 
wonld be highly esteemul. The Cossack officers, 
however. who had heen in other coulltries. said 
that it is only tit fo~ food when it g"ows ill the 
marshes of the Don. 

349 
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fiJl.H. The mornin~ afkc our arrival, the General. 
XIII. ~ 

''-_ • ..--'' who was Commandec-in-chief ovec all the 
( .. ·IL,hr.)- h 
h"" "f u district. indudili~ the town of Teller hash, as t e 
~::~~~:.11. metropolis, came to ~h'ay. The clay \vaS to be 

celebrated as a fcstinl, in honour of the recovery 
of one of the Emp('ror's childreu fron the small­
pox inoculation. He invitcd us to dinnec; and 
in the f,>rt:noon we accompanied him, with all 
the stafl~offi('t'rs, to :l public ceremony in the 
chucch. EIltl'ring' this huilding, wc wen' much 
surprised by its internal magnificcnce. TIl(' 
~crcen of tIlt' altar was painted of a gCCCll colour, 
and adorned with gold: before it was suspcnded 
a \'ccy large chandeliec, filled with taper, of grcul 
wax. This sccel'n. and all the interior of t!IC 
church. were ('o\'cce" with pictucl>s; some of 

thc!!] bcing It lerably well executed, and all ,f 
the nl curiolls, owing- to their ~illg-ularity. and 
to the extraordinary fig-ures t1H'y s('n'cd to 
rcprc,ent. Here were no scats, as in other 
Rudan churches. The General placed hilllself 
ag-ainst a wall on the ri.g-ht hand facing th.> 
sacristy, standill!-!" upon a step covered with a 
carpet, which was raised about four inche, 

from the Icvel e,f the floor. We were clirectecl 
to place ourselves hy his right hand. The othe; 
Cossart", whether in military or civil dresses, 
stood promiscllollsly in the body of the church. 
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The priest, in very rich robes, with his back 
towards the people. was elevated upon a kind ' 
of throne, plaeed beneath the chandelier, and 
raised three steps from the platti))'m, facing the 
great doors of the sacristy, which were shut. 
O\'cr these doors therc was a picture uf the 

• Vi1[!,i,, ; and before it, s\lspended by a string, 
wcre two wooden angel", Joined haek to back, 
J;ke tIl(' figures of Jallus. lwaring candles in 
tll"ir hands. 'VhetH'Vcr the ,\oors of the 
:-;acristy were thrown 0PCll, the wouden angels 

were lowered before tlH' el'ntre of the entratH'e : 
here they "ere whirled ahout in a Ill",t 

ludicrous manner. 

As ,oon as the cen'lllony commenced the . ' 
pricq. standing upon the throlle, loosened a 
gin lie. bound across his breast and shoulders • 
• rcon wa, an emhroidered representation ef 
• CI'OSR. This he held between his fore­
finger and thulllh, repeating the sen'ice aloud. 
and touchiug his iorehead with it ; while the 
people chaunted responses, and were busil'd 
it. crossing themselves. The vocal part of the 
ceremony was very solemn. The clear shrill 
voices of children placed among the chorister,. 
reaching to the dome of the church, and seeming 
to die away in the air, had a most pleasing 
'.!frect. It is the same in all the Russian churches; 

351 

CHAI'. 
XIII. 

'... I 



352 DON COSSACKS. 

CH .' 1'. and perhaps there is nothing with whieh it 
XII!. d 

_ ...... --" may be more aptly comparcd than the soun s 
produced by an A':nlian harp. The words they 
usc arc Russian; and these are everywhere the 
same, " Lord hm'" ?TIcrcy "!Jon 1/.' ,'" We did 
not find them alterc!1 even among- the Cossacks; , 
it was still" G11OSI!',di pOllli/ui'" but trilled 

" In 1I0t('S "ith lII:.&n)' 3. windill; hout 
or lilll-l'U "'1'O~·~tIHS~ Illng flra .... 11 ntll," 

At last there was an internll of silence: after 
thi:'1, other Yoi('cs, ('hallntill~ ~olclnn air~. were 

heard within the sa('ri"t~·. The clours were then 
thrown open: and a I'nc,(, bearing upun hi, 
head a :->iln~ r chalicl'. cOlltaining' the conse­
crated bread, coy(-\'('c\ with a white napkin, 
mad,' his ap'Jearancc. He' was preceued by 
others, who a!h-an('ed \I'ith c(,nsers, dispcrsin,r 
ilIcense on?r the doors vI' the sacristy, the 
pi<:tures, the pri",ts, the General, the officers, 
and the peuple. After ,,!>me other ecrcl!lollics, 
bread was distrihuted am!"", the cungre<!'a-

.~ " 
tion: then those who canle (Jut of thc sa('risty 
ha\-ing retired , its doors w!!re again dosed, 
and prayers were read for all the Royal family; 

(1) 1t j" an anticut Hl·~ tht!lI praw. f/'lJUI1U says that Il':(d i,lj" .... 
... a!. a UIoUa\ furro or prayer among tbe. GeDlile& all weU M the. Jew!;. 

!-oo Arrian, To. elf.. i"j"lf,l.'~,""'" .... ;/"" ."rw, Kut" b .llt' .. · "Callm; 
WpM God, IIt'C pruy, Lord .4CItll' mn-C!I I/ptm .,.:" Arr;m •. EpIC/, 

lib. ii. c. ';'. 
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their names being- enumerated in a tone of c~rr~r' 
voice and mannrr resembling- that of a corporal \ .- ' 

or a se~jeant a t a roll-call. Passages were also 
read froJll the Psalms; but the method of 

reading, in ilussian churches, ('annot ea"ily be 
described, The youu~ pril,,)ts who officiate, 

pride thernsch l'S UPOll Illouthin~ it over with 
all po~siblc expedition. so as to be unintelli-

gible. l'ven to th (, H'HsimH; !--tri\'iu!,{ to ~I\·e to 

~ whole lesson the al'p<'arancl' of a hi,,!!le won\ 
of numherle"s syllahlcs. Some notion m'1,' he 
fOrIll ed (If this hrl1itin~. bv hearin g- the ('fil'!' in 

one of our ('ourts ofjl1sticc. when he aunllllisters 

the oath to a jury, , . 
Thf' dinner g'iven by thc General, after thi s ~! ... I, of 

1 :I ~ tiny . 

( ·(·rcmOIl ). :o'C'r'.'('d til pro\"(', that amoll~ L'osx{/cf.s, 

as elsewher,'. religious abstiucnee u,' n0 means , , 

implies print ion a~ to catinf( and drinking-. 'Ve 
\verc taug-ht to expC'ct a Illcng-re dit,t ~ hut we 

found the tahle ron'red with all sorts of fi"h. 
with tureens of s trrl{' t soup, with the rieh wines 

of the DOli, and w,tl. copious g-obl{'ts of (It·li­

('ions hydromeJ or Ilwad, flavoured h~' juices of 

different fruit~, \Ve tool< thi~ opportunity to 

request the Generalill permi~si"l1 to ol'{'n one 
of the tumlili in the neighbourhood. It was 

granted, and an {.rder was gi'"{,11 fi)r thirty of 
the Cos,wc/; soldiers to pssist liS in the und{'r-

' ·OL. J. '2 !\ 
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taking: but afterwards, when we had assembled 
our workmen. an alarm was spread, and 
speedily increased, by the observations of an 
i!,"norant physician, that the plague might be 
thus communicated to the people: in conse­
quence of whick we were forced to abandon 
the design. Several of the Cossacks, never­
theless, assured us that they had formerly 
opened several mounds; and affirmed that they 
had found in them bones of men and of horses. 
Sometimes, they said, (and thi". if true, would 
be indeed remarkable,) that gnn-barrels were 
disel/vered in these tombR, exhihitiug very 
antient workmanship. A Cossac!.- oHiccr sh0wed 
to us a very ('xtraonl innry weapon of thiil 
natur{', which h" declared had he en discQvered 
in one of the mounds in the .tt/J!Jes. But, not­
withstanding all that may be urged concerning 
auy knowledge which the Chinese and Oriental 

hordes arc suppused to have possessed 01' gun­
powder bcfure its Usc ill Europe, it must appear 
evident that such weapulls werc derived from 
the inhabitants uf Poland, who employed them 
with matchlocks; yet the officer alluded to had 
no Illotive fur deviating from truth. Other 
things, (such a" vessels of terra-cotta, and instru­
ments of war, common to antient nations,) saicl 
to have been found in these heaps, are more 
consistent with probability. 
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In the evening of this day we embarked 
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upon the Don fur Tcherkask, accompanied by ''--....-' 
Lieutenant·Colonei Alexi Gregorivitch Papcif. 
To this officer we were indebted for instances 
of hospitality and polite attention, such as 
strangers might vainly expect 'in more enlight-
ened cities of Europe. His education had been 
liberal, although receiver\ ill the marshes of the 
Don; and his accomplishments might have 
graced the most refined society, although ac-
quired among the natives uf TcherhasR'. 

In almost all its characteristics, the Don 
bears resemblance to thp Nile. It has the same 
regular annual inundation, which covers a 

(I) Colonel rap"! has !>in':e puhli 'ihed an aCC{lunt or the Don 
( ,/Ssacks, ill a work which .... a .. Jlriutcd at Charko/in 1814. Mr.IIl-La. 

o 
ill his oh'{'rvatioM on Amy, has offl'(<'J n gcntlille tribute' tu the 

tnlighteul'11 minds uf till' r()s,JQcks of the Don. "There i" here a \'l' ry 
JeC'cut Ku/'(lk. with a hilliarl!-lahl,', ami a room !:u\ufncd with many 

German t"lIgravio;~; and DIlt' r.ugli~h print, thut of The Dtath ot' 
Chevalier Ra:rard. The Conacks, 1111\ ing lIen"r heard of the ClII~l'ali(>1' 
J/lml 1·~pr(J(:III!. called it ThC' Df'ath tlf Darin<:;. 011 Ill)' as&"in; if Bourhon 

\~a .. .lle.xaudl'o 1I1acedonsky. they ul13w(·rNI. to m:,' surpris(', that be 
wa!o 'not 11reseut at the cleath of lJarius, aud .. 1,,~weJ themselves 
UJeli fkWed in ltis /1£.(0'11. which lone ~ould hardly ~xJlcct." lleber's 
AIS. Jounlal . 

• ~ Education amon~ tbe Omncka is not liD :"W n, is generally 

thought, and it improves dail~·. All the children of ufficers are sellt 
to the act\deroy of Tchulad. IUld learn F",.u~b, German. &r. ]t was 
holiday-time when we ,,,ere there; but !'heir rr(':;;:r~s "'8" well spoken 
01·... Ibid. 
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great extent of territory. Over tills we nOW 
passed by water to Tcherkask. The watet· 
retires in the month of July or August. ThE.> 
same aquatic plants arc found in both rivers; 
tall flags, reeds, and bulrushes, sometimes rising 
to the height of twenty feet. Th(' manner of 
their entrance into the sea, by several mouths. 
is also the same; forming small islands, as in 
the D ella, with fens and morassc". Both one 
and the other serye as boundaries to two prin­
cipal quarters of the globe. When the waters 
retire, th0 astonishing variety of in~ects might 
induce a zpalous entomologist to visit t.he DOli, 
if it were only on their account. During tbe 
inundation, when the walers were at tht> 
highest, we 0'.'5erved above thirty ditf~rent 

kinds of flies, at the same instant, upon the 
tables of onr apartment. Many of these we 
collected, but they were too much injured in 
the subsequent journey to be dPlincatcd. The 
whole course of the Don is ahout six hundred 
and sixty-six miles '. It n scs ncar Tllla, in a 
lake called Jvan O:ero, or St. Jo/",'s Sea. Below 
If/oronelz, it is hom three hundred to six hun­
dred fathoms broad; and of sufficient depth for 
ships of burthen, from the middle of ApriL to 

(1) One thousand verst,. 




