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the end of June: during the rest of the year. 
the water i~ so low, that upon several of the 
shallows it is not above "ighteen inches dc!'p '. 
In the Spring floods it rises frum sixteen to 
eighteen teet, and the current is very rapid. 
The principal rivers fallin g ,into it are, the 
Danaelz, the FVoronetz, the Clwper, the 1I-/ed

vf:ditz. and the lIavla ' ; but there are others, 
unnoticed hitherto by geogr"phers. not pprhaps 
of equal importance, although entitled to a 
plal'C' in maps of the country, owin'l' to the 
number of inhabitants found upon their "hores. 

About twenty miles hek"v lT~Jronpt z, close to 
the river, near a tOWIl calk"l KastillshOl/. Gme/in 

observed one of tho~e deposits of fo~sil 

elephants' b"ne~, of which there exi~t such 
wonderful r<'mains in ~"'eri{(, at the mouths 
of rivers falling into the 1,:,/ Sea. These bones 
are described as lying in the grcatest <l isorder ; 
teeth, jaw-bones, ribs, yertebrre, not mineralized. 
but in their natural state, having only sustained 
a partial decomposition'. The antiquities of the 

(2) Lord WlnJwrw",'s AI'count \.)f Ru<;sia. p. JOO. S tHru'b.!rry B tll, 
etllt. 178~. 

(3) Tahlelllu abr~ge de ) 'EmjJire de la Rus.~ie, par Plm'Mieu:f. I" ~,1. 
Ahfcou, 1796. 

(4) Journal des ~n"aO'll Voyageur'l, fl . 84, 
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Don are also worthy uf 3. more particular de
scription than can now hc afforded. Ii tradition 
exists in the country. that Aft·rande,. the Great 

pasRed the Don, and built a city, or a citadel, 
upon the river, at a place called Zimlanshaia, 

two hundred miles above the town of TcILerhask, , 
where the best Don wine is now madt':o Some 
insignificant traces of such a work are still said 
to be visible. At General Orl'!!'" house were 
two Stt'l.c of marbl(', actually brou:::;ht from 
thence. The Cossac!.., arc too little interested 
in such matters to invent talcs of this kind; 
and they would do so the less wher(' J10 • 
inquiry was made to instigate them. Th(' infor-
mation, such as it is, was given spontaneously; 
and, indeed, the ('ircumstances of their tradi
tion are somc,dmt corrohorated by rl'ference 
to antient history. The !TH.\AI or Pillars' of 
Alexander were, according to Ptoh'f11Y, in A.ialic 

SarmaJia, and in the vicinity of the Tanai.'. 
The Allars or MMO! of Alexander were OIl the 

(I) The ReatJ( r will pardon the author's rt'(erencc to hi. ac('('ont or 
the (ambruig(' lflarbf(,J, for a Inort' particular descriptiQn (of tbt, Monu
mental (>illdr calk,,] ,'ilflci for this ,,"ord h:n'ing beeJl almo;.t alway, 
improperly traudutE"d, hal> given rise tu much elTOr in our notion. of 
antient history. 

(2) '£ .. (",,,.,., n .. iU ,,; ph 'Al.'i~1)('" 1;THAAI. Ptolo7PItri Get/1fT'. lib, v, 

p. t.'64. Ed it. Par. 1546. 
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have occasion to speak hereaftcr. We heard, ''-v.-..I 

moreover, of coms of Alexander; but none wcre 
to be seen. Perhaps. aIDollg the numcl'OU!; 
Greeks who rcsidc ill Tc//('rhask. both s!-,urious 
and genuine coins of Alexander may have becn 
found. and thus have given ftundation to the 
report. Of the marble Slet(£', howcver, the 
history is unequivocal; bccau~c Gencral Or/if 
himsclf, who possessed thcm, alld who issued 
orders for their removal from Zimlanshaia, gave 
to us the intelligence. The buats upon the 
D un exhibit the most antient form of vcssel 
used for navigation; that of a canoc. s('ooped 
li'OlIl a single tree, Cl,msisting- of one piece of 
timber: in this they mo;'e about with a single 
padllle. Sometimes.;;'8 in the Soulh Seas, they 
.;!.ill two 01 those canoes by transverse planks 
laid aero",. r,nd so form a kind of deck. Lapahle 
of conveying considcrable burthclI$ '. The 
hreadlh of the river at .<:cay. at this season of 
the year. appeared to be at kast half a mile. 
The current is rapid. and even turbulent. The 
lishes taught in it are much too IlULllerOUS to be 
mentioned. as pcrhap~ there is no river in the 

-------------------.----------
P) PtolclIla:!i Gengr. ihd. p.14'2. 
(4) Sec the V'i/lieUt: to {hi~ Chaple:-, Irolu a Jrd.iu, by Mr. Hcie,', 
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world atfordin~ a greater variety, or in greater 
perlt!etiun, Amoll?( thl' principal are, the l'ei7lg-a, 
the common sfUrp,eOJ1, the slfrlel, sudal;, trolli, 

Prus~i((1J l'm~/J, tench. pih~, perch, u'allr-Iorloises, and 
'TaI('(i,), of an enormous size. SOllie of the last, 
equal in slzf' to our IO/'slers, arc caug- 'lt in great 
abunrlulI(,(" by sInking smnll cylindr'cal nets, 
about ,ix iudH's in diameter, baited with pieces 
of ,alted fish. They sold at the rate of two
pencE' ' EIl~Ii'h) per hundred; and in ,~ertain 

,~ason, "I' the )'ear the ,<1me Humber may be 
had for half that HUIll. The /'rlll;({ is the lar~est 
eatabk fi,h known. In the kidney. of very 
"Id !'ej,,"({s arc sonH'timcs fiJUnd Collculi, as la,,!,, 

~ , 

as a mail's fist. Professor Pal/as ~a\'t) us a 
('ollC'retil)11 of thi~ nature, which Doc-tnr 'I~ 'llnant 

has "ne(' unal.:zed: it consists almost wholly 

of !Jhn,'I,!IlI! '1 limp. The lower sort of pcop!e 
keep lhbe enlculi as talismans, for the cure of 
certain disorders. SITnhll71l:erfi relates, that he 
F.a\v ~, l'e hlgrJ fifty-six f('ct long, and near ci~hte(>n 

feet thick. III the J)on the'y seldom exceed 
twelve feet in !eng-til. This tish, in its shapc, 
resembles the .<lur~e(JI1. One of the old<:st fisher
men upon the Don possessed a secret, c"ilhlin;:\' 
him to ensnare the largest I-tlngas; but he would 
not cornrnunieate to anyone his valuable dis
co\'{~ ry. \Ve saw him fish;ng at a considerable 
clistance from our boat, and could distinctly 
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perceive that he plunged a hollow cylinder 
vertically into til(' ril'er, causing a noise under I.e ...., • ..-,;' 

water, like the burbtlllg of an air-bubble: this 
might bl' heard from the shore, on ~ither side. 

TIll' appearance of Tclwrkask, viewed from 
the rivl'r, a/ltmls a most I;ovel ~pectac\e. 
Alth .u"h 1I0t Sci grand as Frnice, yet it some
what 1'\"l'lllb\cs that city, The entrance to it 
i" by hroad cdna!~. intersectin~ It in all parts. 
01. ca('h side. wooden houses. built on piles. 
appear to float IIpOIl tl,,' water: to these the 
inhahitants pa's in boats. or hy narrow bridges 
only two planks wide. \"ith posts and rails, 
rormill~ a causeway to ('very quarter of the 
tOWII. As w,' sail('d into this city. we beheld 

F.llra<.tnli . 
nary Ap
p..-ar .!.It( t' 1)( 

,[, rH , ka~I'. 

th(' YOllll!,!'cr part of its inhabitants upon the InlIllIJi· 

hous .. -tops. sitting- upon the ridg-es of the 
slopin~ roofs. while their dogs were actually 
runnin~ ahout and hark in" in that extraordinary 
situation. Durin~ our approach, children leaped 
from the windows and <1001'<. like so many frogs. 
into the watPl', an<l in an instant were ~cen 
swimming' ahout our hoat. Ev('ry thing seemed 
to annollnee an amphibious race: Ilot a square 
i!lch of dry lam! could be sepn: in the midst 
of a very populous metropolis, at l~ast one half 
of its citizens were ill the water, and the other 
half in the air. Colonel Pap,!! conducted us to 

t.tllI~. 
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eHA 1'. the house of a General. the principal officcr and 
X Ill. 

',-_,....-" Almrum of TcherJia.,k ' . This persen was a 
merchant. and n ' ry rich. His house, like all 
those we saw afterward~. was <,xtrcmcly lIeat, 
and elegantly furnished. lTpon the wall~ of the 
apartments were French and En~Jish prints: 
among others, \vc notic('d onc, a very fine en
graying. takcn from a picture or morc than 
common interest. It represented iloll.l'seau. in 
his last moments, deSiring his housekeeper to 
open the window, that he might once more 
behold thc face of )<atu,.e. The General, llaving 
requested that we woul,l accept of his services 
while we remained in the city, appointrd an 
officer to attend us, to pruvide us with ~en

tineh •. and whatsuc\'cr elsc might be decmed 
neccssary. 

The town of Tclterlw.,!. is divided into 
cleven slanil~.ns. and cuntains fifteen thousand 
inhabitants. The number of houses amounts to 
three thow,and; allowin~, upon the averagc, 
five persons to each. This, from all we could 
learn, is the true state of the population. Here 

(1) "The intertlal governmeDt of TcAn-wl i. eJ('rrl'icod. under the 
Ala.man. hy a Ma5ter elf I'olil'''. and a Chancery of (out pt'r"on~. The 
I'olif'e Ma.~wr, and~ ou 'Wllle cott'mn occl&Ajon1:, the AldtNtIn, i. d;5tin
gui;lu'd hy a larg!" staff, With a siJver f.ligree bead, re,,~mbJill,g' tbat of 
a. urum.major." lIeber', MS. JaurNIJJ. 
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thrce of wood. One of the latter description ' • 
. ~ '" I h' h '" h h' Public IS ,or .I. (lfl.tar wors Ip, t e .L a tars aVlog a Buildings. 

stanit::;a in T chcrkask peculiar to their own 
people. Their religion is Mahomedan; and their 
church perfectly unadorned, being built with 
the utmost simplicity, and cOPltaining only a 
little recess, with a pulpit for the priest, and 
a gallery f'Jr boys and young men. The elders 
only entcr the lower part of the building: this 
is C(,vercd with carpets; and, as in 1\trk"!J' no 
one is permitted to enter wearing boots or 
shoes. Nevertheless, upon this sacred floor 
they transact their commerce ; for we found 
a Tahtar squatted, casting up his accounts, 
and writing, Weith all his commercial papers 
around him. 

The first church erected in 1'cherkask was 
founded by PETER THE GREAT as an inscription 
placed in the wall implies ; but it has suffered 
frequently from fire, as indeed have all the 
other churches. It is now of stone; and con-
tains a handsome screen, painted a bright 
green colour, and richly gilded, as at lxa!!. 
They burn, moreover, green wax candles. In 
this church are kept what tbey call their 
r~galia; applying this term to republican, ratller R.ga!i .. 

t han to regal, ensigns of distinction. These 
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were cxhihited for ollr inspection. and consisted 
chiefly of pre~enls fwm diffl'rcnt sovereig-n~ • 
stal\dard~. and cmbroidl'red fla,~s bearing the 
Impcrial arm~; politic donations. ~er\,lIIg a~ 

mellloriais. le~t !hp C"",\'w'/.-s mig-ht forg-ct to 
what empire thpv belonged. HEre we saw 
lanecs, fashion~(l atter the //,ia,ic manner. with 
tufts of filll' camel's hair hang'lIlg from the point. 
Perhaps the origin of such an appcndage may 
be rcfe rred to those barbarous pl'riocb \\'h{'n 
Oriental nations drank the blood of thcir ene
mlP:', An instrument of the "arne fiJl'el has 
been already de;;cribpc1; it is used by the 
Call1/llch,,, fiJr dl'inkin!! hrand~'; th l' ~' (hl'llst a 
small iallce with a tllft of ('amel's hair into the 
"tills ('()nlainill~~ the Spll'lt they procure from 
marc"" 'nilk . (,'"i ''lU( '{'Zl' the tutt IIlto the palr.1 
of the hanel . in Macr to drink what it has 
tim ' ah"orhpd ', " ' ith thpse lances were also 
prcsc l'\'c<l ,; " 'c r-headed staves of their .1tmwllZs ; 

illun,inatprl and bl'alltii'lll manuscripts. chiefly 
certificate. of the brave conduct of their people 
in war, sent as testimonials by \'ario\ls sove
reigns whom they had served; and a map of 
thcir territory. hy the hand of the latt' Empress 
(; HHERINE, The standards she presented to 

( l) SC{' r 114 orthi~ Volumt. 
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them are exceedingly costly. Great part of their ~!~t 
regalia was burned ill one of the terrible confla- \~..,. ..... 
grations to which their town lias been exposed; 
and among the things then lost, were Rome 
presents from PETER THE GI\EAT. Tll('re ~till 

remained one of his gifts, very c;haraeteristie of 
that extraordinary mall. Among the ri ch sta\'e~ 
of ehony. silver-ll!'<l(lcd. ~n(l magnificently 
adorned, which different ,overelp:ns have ~\'nt 

to be horn(' hy the Alam(JII. there appearc(\ 
one wl""h wa~ d('~titllte of an\" other Orn'l!\1("llt 

than what !liatur(' had hpstow(·d. Of thi~ th , ' ~ 

were mort' proud than of all the rest. It \\ a~ 
like the rlub we SI'l' u~uall~' repr('sent('d With 
the Figure of lln'( ,,"'s; that is to sa~·. of plain 
unadorned \\ood, although em'l' red with sturdy 
knob', anll cakulatpd fi)r the hands of a giant. 
In the samp church was abo sU!';l'll1(!f'd the 
singular picture of " The V;"gin ,,.illt lit e IJ/ccdill;; 
ChePR," hut with a remarkable addition to til,' 
usual representation. Below thp figure of tht' 
rirgin, a hand appearcd painted of the natural 
size, a~ if it had been cut oft' and fagtencd ttl 

the picture: a knife al~o was placed hy the hand . 
They related, that a priest having struck a 
picture of the Pirgin, wounded her in the cheek. 
which ever afterward!! continued to bleed; but 
immediately the bl(lw wa~ madC' , the hand of 
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flle priest came ('fI', and remained, with the 
"-..,.~..; knife, adhering tu the picture. 
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There is another stone church in Td,erhask, 

which sullcred more rcccntly li'om fire. About 
lour years ago, the inhabitants Ulldertook its 
reparation, and erected a scrcen of great mag
nificencc, an a~tonishing piece of \\ orkmanship 
for this part of the world. It is built in the 
Grecian tastt', and con~ists of fourtcen Corin

thian culumns, ('oH'red entirely wilh burnished 
!-!,old. There are, bcsi(k~, Corinthian pilasters; 
also paintings in a more llIodern style, and mol'" 
pleas in~ than the still' appearancc usuall~' ('xlll
bited by "ueh pictures in thp ltu"i;m chur<:\w,. 

Ahnost all the other public edifices in 'l ;her
I.·ash arc of wood. Thev are as full"w : -

I. The CI!AXCER \', where the administration 
of justice, and ".11 other public business, is ('al'
ried 011.-This building ('ontains their papers, 
records, and uther ducuments. One roum is 
appropriated tu their assembly for public: de
bate~: this much rescmblc~ uur House of 
Commons. It contained the E~.tl'ERUJt·8 portrait; 
and it was nlOre lik(, him than any we had seen. 
\Vhen a general assembly i~ convened, it cun
~i~ts of a Prrsidcnt, with all thc Gencrals, 
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Colonf'ls, and Staff-officers. Their Councils 
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relate not only to military affairi'l, but to all ''-.,,--'' 
business which concerns the public welfare. 

II. Another Court of Justice, called SCL>I. YES
NESUT, sig-nifying " Justice by lYord,"-The as
semblies here answer (0 our cluarter-sessions. 
Parties who have any disa~reement come with 
their witnesses, and st.ITe their g-ricyances. 
Each receives a hcaring-, and aflerwards justice 
is decided. 

III. The PCBLIC ACADEMY : hcrc thc·ir youth • 
recei,'c instruction ill geometry, mechanics, 
phy~ics, geography, history, arithmetic, &c. &c. 

IV. The ApOTHP.C \RlE" H .\LI .. 

v. The Tow:-: HALL of the cleven stanitzas 
into which (he (OWII is di"ided. 

\'I .• "'X PH.IS O:-l S: f'lIlT of these arc for males, 
and two for ti: ll1ales.-The prigoners arc suffered 
to gO about in their chains, ttlr the purpose of 
hecr(rinff'. 

1:'::"1 h 

The SHOPS arc very numerous ; they ar" 
kept chiefly by Creeh", and contain the produce 
of Turkey; a>l pearls. cloth, shawls, tobacro, 
fruit, &c. There ar" also two Public Baths; 
and p.ach stanitza has its resp<="tive tal'em, 
for liquorR, brandy. wine, &c.; likewise its 
traiteur, or cook's ~hop, for victuals. Every 
Saturday evelllhg 11 ceremony takes place in all 
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CII.\P. th<- churches, called" TI" , cpncdirtion (If l'rpad: 
XIII. 

c'-...... ,...-' upon the~c occasions, fire lI ,hil,> loamI' are 
placed in the middle of (,01ch dll1r~h; symbols 
uf those with which Christ ted the Jllultitude. 
Tht, people tl1(' n pray, that, .. as with rive loaves 
he red five tl\!JUsand, he would vouchsafe a 
sufficicncy of corn in the country for thc bread 
of its inhabitants, and bless it ti,r their usc." 

Origln of 
f~C C"s
.. h.l;J. 

It IS unccrtain whcnce a notion ort!!;inated, 
that the Cossack, arc of l'nli"h ori;.rin; ~ut, a, 
it has becom(' preyale'lt, a s('a,;onable oppor
tunity now offers to pro\'c that it is jillllld"d in 
errur. The Cossark, han' I>,','n acknowit'o.,;C'd, 
as a tbtind p{'ol'l{', Ilparly nill(' hundrcd Ye:l.rs. 
Accurdlll~ tu CU1l.\tanlinc !'nrjJh.//rl1!!.t>1'lPl( \. th~y 

were called e(lIncl" in the 3!!;(, of that \\ rit er. 
This name IS ti'und in the appellation oj' a tnb,' 
residing l1('ar Cal/f'I7.,US, "And he\ nud tit e Pa
pagifJ"Il country to, sa~·s hc· I, ., i~ tht' country 

callen Cawchia; but h .. y,md lhl' Ca,w li s are 
the summit~ of Caucas",." Om countryman, 
Jona, / JanlVay, call, th" DUll Cos,wrk, "a spe
cies of Tahtar~ ' ." Slnrch, \\ ho has written 

---- - - .. _.- -- --- - .-----
( I) K ... ..,/,. .... ii, n ..... "; .. , X';~&f i .. .,.;. ;. .'1;.":e-s " ).')",ui", ItA'IAXIA. 

;.tAu 6. .... ii; KA'I ... xr .... ! ;(f""''' g." .... ,. ,;,;.. (inutantuu" de Admi. 
'jl ~tr,nd. 'mrA-t'. ill fin. (ap . .. h" p. t,1:!. Lugtl. /lal. IGII. 

\~) lIonf/,,!!', Tnn'ell, lol.l. p.!}7. 
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fully and learnedly on the subject, although he 
admits the resemblancc they bear to TaMar., in 
,their mode of life, constitution, and features, 
insists that they are of Russian, origin '. Scherer, 

who has appropriatcd a work entirely to the 
investigation of their history, lind continually 
ineuleates the notion of their Polish origin, 
never~ ',eless opens his work with an extract of 
a difil'l"ent nature; but it has all the air of a 
fable'. It i~ taken from N,!slOr's Russiall Annals. 
A Russian Prinee, and a Coss(lck Chief, at tl.e 
head of their respecti\'c armies, agree to deter
mine their difli,renccs bv a wrestling--match, 

.' ,-

which ends in the assassination of the Cossack 
by the Rus.I'ian. This ('vcnt is followed by the 
subjugati.m of th,' CouacH territory'. To have 
S!'cn tli" Co ', ;<1cl:< , and to have resided among 
thelll, is sufficient to establish a cOllvictinn that 
they ha,·c nothing in common with the Russians of 
the present day, ('.'<('ept the language they usc. 
Let us pay SOIllC attention at least to what they 

r2J T.bh·;1U H;stMiqlu.' et Statistiqu(! de "Empire de Russie, par 
S{t·n"'. Edit. FnJ1frau~. tOlU 1. 1'.5'::', Set rarticularly p. ':4 of the 
Nut ,~ .. of that \'olulIlt'. 

( :i . Tht'~ are .)rtt'n dc§cribfd 610 Il branch of the P"le •• who mi~ted 
iu I1lU\!t'tll \ ime'i to till" \llG,,,,ht .. of the Dan. The "h'cnati')11 ~,f Sdv:rer. 

caut'Ctlllll:t their hln;:uagt' abo, strcllglhe-n!l. the n~iotl nf tbeir PoliI'Ja 
uriCia: •• 1.11 1IfN!lftC tk. ('.lI$Oytlu tW ... _It!de''' Ie p~, nm..ot 
cclk-ri retJ lit J' H,dm'lrn." AldUUef, de la Petite Rusliie t 11at Sdt'~', 

" .Utl . J. I" 11. Pdris, 178a. 
(4) Sn\~·et·, Tub ..... u d~ 1. Petite RUHie, toro. t. r · 9. 

YOLo J. 2.B 
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CHAP. say of themselves. The Cossacks of tile Don 
XIII. 

'--_Y. -" relate, that a party of their countrymen being 
engaged in their usual occupation Gf hunting, 
near the range of AIOIiIIl Caucasus, met a numbef 
of people, with whom they were unacquainted, 
going towards $.he East; and having inquired 
who they were. the strang<:lrs answered, that 
they were emigrants frolll Poland, who had fled 
from the oppression of their nobles, and were 
proceeding to Persia, to join the troops of that 
country against the Turk, . The Cossacks told 
them, they might Rpare themselves the twublc> 
of so 'long a march in order to exercise hOBtih
ties against the Turks; and persuaded the Pole; 
to rt't urn with them to the town of Tclterka:/'. 
where they would find an asylum, and whenc,>, 
in concert with their own lorces, iliey migh t 
attack the fortre" of A zof Assisted by these 
auxiliari"" and with only four pieces of cannon, 
all the artillery they possessed at that lime, 
they laid siege to Azqf; which {ell into the hands 
of the allIed army. From the circumstances of 
this alliance, first enabling ,the Cossa<'hs to make 
a figure among the nations"ht war with Turkey, 
may have been derived the erroneous /lolion of 
their having migrated from Poland. The Cosmchs 
of the Don, according to the account the best 
instructed give of their own people, (and they are 
much better qualified to write their own histury 
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than any of the Russian Academicians,) are a mix
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ture of various nations, principally of Circassiar<s, ' ... - ........ ' 

Malo-Russians, and Russians, but also of Taftlars, 

i'oles, Greeks, Turhs, CalmucRs, and ArmP1lians. 
In the town of Tcherkask alone, and in the same 
street, may be seen all these difierent people at 
the same time, each in the habit peculiar to his 
own nation. A c()nsider~hle proportion of the 
ilihabitants have ever been reful;ees from Turkey, 

Greece, or from other countries. Concerning the 
original estahlishment of Tcherka sk, they relate, 
that it was founded by refugees from Greecp, 

to whom the people of Azr:l denied admission, 
and who, in conse'luC'n"p, proce£'ding farther up 
the river, came to this island, where they made 
a settlem£'nt; giyill~ to til(' place a name derived 
from till propl" upon whose frontier it was 
situate, and with whom they aft(:rwar,js were 
intermingled. The name of the town, although 
pronollllced TCHERKASKY. is writt£'n TellER-
KASK, implying" The small vill(f~e '!! the 

Tcherka"," prollounced generally T,·hprkess. or, 
as we write it, Circas.,ians. Thus, from a small 
settlemcnt of rovers, augmented principally by 
intercourse with the neighbouring Circassians, 

has since accumulated, like a vast ol'fllanche, the 
immen~e horde of the Cossacks: Up-fore the 
middle of the tenth century, they had already 
I eached the frontie.r of Poland, and had ('om-

B B 2 
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menced an interconrse with the people of that CHAP, 
XIII, 

'-",,_' country: this was often attended with an aug
mentation of their horde by the settlement of 
Polish emigrants among them. Their first notable 
armament is said to have been in thc year 948 ', 

when the Greek Empcror cmployed thcm as 
mercenaries in his war against the Turh. From 
their address in archery, their neighb0urs had 
given them the name of Clw:8ars, and Chazars: 

under this latter appellation they arc fre(llIently 
mentioned by Constantin" P orp"!JrogcllCle> , and 
their country called Chazaria'. The Greek 
Emperor, for the services they rendered, " 'nt 
them, with assurances of protection, aIHI reCl'l\l
mendatory letters, to the Polish So\'c reig-n, 
requesting that, in future, their appellati('n 
might bc Cossachs, and not Cho:.ars'. A~ to thl' 
origin of that name, some will have it to b(' 
derived from a Tahlor word signifying A ll (lrmcd 

man'; others, from the sort of Rahrc they usc; 
olhers, from a word which ~izni1ies (I ROl'l 'r ; others 
again pretend, that the Puln called thcm Coswc/; ,\ 

from a word in the PoJi.,h language implying 
a Goat, because they formerly wore the ~kins 
of that animal'. Scherer, objecting to tl,is last 

(I) ScI,ertr. Tahleau de la Petite Ruuie, tom. I. p. C7. 
( '1) Sec Coost. Pt)rrthyro,enetea, car. 10, 12, J3, 39, <'te. 
(3 ) Sc"':,.", ibid . p. 7 J. 

(4) .';ttm:h, Tableau de 13. Ru~.ie. toOl. J. p. :"5. 
(:-.) St.-e .. A Disl'oune or the Ori!1;lu41 ur lhe (.'0"'301.' 1-.,," by EtlK'nrd 

11l'fJuJU, 1'- 1. l .. Uld. Wi Z. 
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derivation, substitutes another still more frivo- CHAP. 
XIII . • 

lous, and nlaintains it to have been taken from' • 
Kossa, a small promontory'. In this wild pur-
huit of etymology, we might also affirm. that 
Casam. in Spanish. signifies precisely the sort 
of coat they wear. answering to our Eng/isl. , 
word Cassock ' . did not Peyssonnel much more 
rationally. and perhaps inconteRtably, explain 
the origin of their appellation. "The land of 
th':! C"a~achs," .ays he '. " formed a part of that 
country now denominated Circassia, properly so 
called. In this district of Cltazahia, according 
to my opinion, we ought to seek the origin of 
the Cos$acks of the present day." Thi - obser
\'ation is actually confirmed by facts already 
related, and by the extract from Constantinc 
cited in a former page: although so general 
became the migrations of this people, that their 
colonies now extend from the banks of the 
Dniepl'T to the remotest confines of Sil·eria. 
According to their different emigrations and 
~ettlements. they are at present distinguished 
by the various names of lI-1alo-Russian Cossacks, 
Don Cossacks, Cossacks of the Black Sea. of the 

(6) Sd.n'I"(', "ab1eau de Ie. Rusde, tum. I. 1', GO; . 
(j) See fAit,.,., coru:enti_g Ilttt SpGkil" J\'Gtm., by t be Rev. E. a.rAe 

(tbe tluthu,', fatber), I" 3,ld ' 

(to OhH'l"VIoItion<; Hjstorjq'l~o;, &c. sur Jes J'euJllel Barbares, rar 
Pt'!l~Nlmptel, p. 125. P3,,'U, I i6S. 
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Ii./p', of G"e!'md'oy, (,f Ort>nburg, of the Ural 
Alps. and of Sihr;,, ; where they have received 
yet otl1('f app('lInti()n~, and reach cn'n to the 
monlltains of China, and to the Ea.sIN"n Ocean. 
It is lH'c('~sary to contine our attention to \lIe 
prin('ipal hin'. whence. with little exception, 

• 
all those swarms have migrated. 

:-.lothing ha~ contributed more to augment 
the nation of the Don COWlcRS. than the freedom 
th£'y enjoy. Surrounded by systems of slm'ery, 
they olkr the singular ~p(·('tadc of an inerea~in~ 
republic: like a nucleus, puttin~ ttlrlh its roots 
and ramifica tions to all parh; of an imnl<.'llsc 
despotic (·mpin·. which ('(msider,; it a wi,c 

policy to promote t1u,ir increase, and to gua
fanlc£' their p.i"ilegcs. As they d£'test the 
Ru.;sian,s, a da,v may ('omt.', \\'hell. cons;ciolls of 

their own importJnce, they will make their 
masters ilion' fully sl'nsiblc of their 1'0\\ t' r', 

A sa,g;e rq::nlatioH in their military constitution, 
from a wry ("arl~' period, indu('eu them to grant 
all th" prj\'i1('~C' tiJ('," ('nio.\· to all prisoner, 
of war wI", W('I'(' wiilin" to settle amOH'" them. 

,~ " 
( I ) A.ft~r sh J!htl) IIntil 'Hlg til t-if lII()\t im}lOrll\1\t rt;:~ olt! under nll : lfl 

rmd IJIlft/fwtn, lu~anl ~ ttll (II,I .. f tl.e "'y('utet"nth, and ill the l.o-,;m . 

fling- of tI.l' f'ighl4:'elltb (('utu,":,', ,fi'"r('h ubllerve., ., 1,,'Au/otr,. ., rt', 

re~ltll>1U e.fl aJ.~tl InI,.re.St./R11' P'Jltr fIN'tI}ft1' UN de Ut Iu,#t'lrkll ' "'". 

d,.rtl.es:'-"'r:e p. 'J6 of the S"otes to Slwrc/e', Tabledu tk In RUS~lr. 

tilOl. 1. 
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Thus, from the Sllccess attending their IJIcur:. 

375 

CHAP. 
XlII. 

sions, their number~ havc rapidly increased. ''-' ........... 
In the ycar 1579, they madc their appearance, 
for the first time, ill the Russian armies'. In 
1734, their earliest culonies were estahlished 
upon the Fo/~a . About the same time, another 
colony marcllPrl towards the r;rek, and "ettled 
therc. Towards Ihc middle of the last century, 
a detachment fixed theIr Icsidencc along the 
bank~ of the Sal1lara , the Ci, and the Lrol, as 
tin as th(' KIr{!,i~ian frontier. But hy Ill udl the 
IIlOSt powerful detachment from the ol'ig-inu I 
hive is ('stablishcd upun the shores of the 
Cmllial/, at the mouth of the eral river: it left 
the Don in the beginning of the fift('enth cen-
tury, and has since heen augmellted by sub-
<P'llH'.lt ellli~rations from the parent block. 
ThIS brandl of the DOlt COlSack, joincd in the 
rebellion ulld{'r Pugate/,,]. In order to annibi-
late the In('mOT:; uf their re\'olt, the Hu."sian 
Goycrnmenl prudently ('han!l('d their name, 
,.whidl had ~ithertl) been, Cossack.. ~r the Jaik.) 
together with the name of their capital, and of 
lite "h'cr upon" hich they resided J . 

The most remarkable branch of the Don 
Cwsachs has been established in Sih'ria. It 

(9) StlJrrlt, tom. f. p.6F1. 
\ 1> 1bid. fl. 'i l. 
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,<HAr. began its march 
':'1:.111. 

',. ; teenth ccn tury. 
seven thousand, 

towards the Easl in the ~ix
A ,troop of between six and 
under the conduct of their 

Ataman, Jerman, penetrated into Permia, and 
made the discovery of the country to which 
we commonly apply the appellation of Sil·eria. 
Their adventures, and those of their Chief, 
might lay the foundation of a very intcresting 
romance; but we may despair of seemg it con
stitute a portion of histury. They had gained 
the heights of the Ural Alps, when the appear
ance of vast deserts, tenanted by an unknow'l 
and sa\'age people, 801lH'what intimidated the 
enterprising" ro\'ers. .ramah, full of zeal, ha
rangues his little arm~·. They descend the 
mountains; defeat and drive before them a 
host Qf Tah/ar, ; pursue their conquests even 
to the Tol-ol, the frlysch, and the 0[,; and termi
nate their surprising march by the subjll~tion 
of all the tribes dwelling between the eml and 
Altaic Chain. Unable, from the losses they hall 
sustained, and the obstacl('s they had yet to 
surmount, to maintain possession of such exten
sive territory, they were compelled to humble 
themselves before the Russians. In 1.'>81, J~rmal; 

made the cession of his conquests, by fnrmal 
capitulation, to the Tsar Joan, who, in consi
deration of the important scrvices he had 
rendercd to the empire, not only pardoned him, 
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but even recompensed his extraordinary talents 

:m 
CHAP. 
xu!. 

and courage'. Thus was Siberia added to the ''-.... __ -'' 
extcnsive possessions of RILSsia, by a Cossack of 
the Don; whose achievements werp. only less 
illustrious than the boasted victories of an 
Ale:wlIdpr, because no historian was found to 
record them. 

We have carried the history of the Don 

CossncR.. back to the period when they first 
formed an establ ishment upon the Don. Thc F"''"~f'' 

tlOn 0 

foundation of TcherhasR from their own ac· d,.., Cap •• 
, b l . 

count, is attributed to the settling of some 
rovers, probably cxiles from Greece. The shores 
of the Sen '!f A zof, and of the BlncR Sea, were. 
in vC'ry early ages, what America, and more 
rpcrntlv !'I'em Holland. has been to Great Bri/ain. 

o 

The Greek. sent thither many of their exiles; 
and the custom wns continued among the Roman" 
as appcars by the banishmC'nt of Ot'id. The 
opinion, therefore, of the Cossachs, concerning 
the foundation of Tche,.kn .• k, is not without 
support, even in antient history. 'Vith regard 
to their own origin, as a nation, there is every 
r ~asoll to consider it, for the most part, Ci'" 
cns"inn; and, as such, the analogy with Poles or 
Ru.rsinns, instead of leading us to deduce the 

(I) $lfWdl., tom. I. p.76. 
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ongm of the Go.','ack.' fwm thpm, should rath('r 
g-uid(' UA to the parent ~lock, when('e tht' 8c/avo
"ian, the /'o/i.,h, the Pru,<.<iall, the Ml~'Cnt'ilis", 
Bohemian, and Tran."lil'rmian people and lan
Jrnag-(''' werc s(,H'rally d ('rived, All the anti"nt 
hi~torians and g<;ograph('r~ ('onfirm the trnth of 
it< march from .lI,·din, throuj.(h the Straits of 

• 
('al/ca"uf, towards the Trlliat.l', and rounel the 
EUl ine. Its first ('olonics were called Sarma

liall ,': the earlie,t a('count of whom is given by 
llernr/o/II': who plal'p.s them between GlIIrlISUS 

and th p Tonal" ' . The defilfl of Callcasus has 
been cell'bmlcd ill all ages, offerillj.( thp only 
passa~'(' throll~'h that otherwise impenetrahle 
barri l' r. It bol'(' the apppilation of thp PVL.£ 

S .H'UTi<- J: , from tllf' S .\RM AT.E , who first 
passpd th rnllj.(h it: SAl< bl'in~, according to 
Rnc}, ,,,'. th(' F.a,(ern mark of cll'sccnt; as SAR -

)'1 \0 .\1 , ~ \R-~fAT:L; 

(l the l\h:n E:'I -' .' " 
the n Y('r(',1 author 

( I) /f" lIdnt. Jill. i\ . ('. 11;. 

that is to say. ' CH ILDRES 
Diorlnru.fi Sicu/u .. fi," ohscrv(lf' 

ciH'd below .. who knew , 

11 I"An IATA!. 1 .\Tro: ....... t .. u , .\S.un. TA S. Wl'rf: ll.~ ~a Ul~ pl'opJe. Mt' 
1)"',;/.0,1. aud tile o!.~('n·" tl"u~ of tIlt' lIuthor'" P"t ~rnal Al>C't~l o r, tn 
nil; Yilluablc Ih~,et'lo\tIUQ uU tbe- ,. C.,tnlcltO. fill"" R fJIIUf.JI. , SfU\tlN. 

lind £"!5luh. (OUl ..... v. "r;. it IS .,cry gratriullu mal..e :Iu .. trlhute to 

the ;\1 kuu"ltdgrd le:arulUg Hf au anCf:,Iotor, tf) whOtof' W ork the Rcadc!r 

" nft'rrw, n(,lt ooly fur ~mf: ,,( th t> author!tltt h~rf: buli,"e,l. hut alto 

(lor tlle mo'>t IIDpurant IIIf"rlOatioll coUerted hy all)' 'Hiler, rl'\Jtt"ctinlt 

Ih(' f>r1";lUill inh.bilanls of tl.,. "unutries horde ring' on the B/acA SM, 

~lId uf their luurcourse .. itb the. people of 4Ai •• G"CCl·~. 
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nothing of the etymology, asserts the fact: 
speaking of the Aeveral clans of the Scythiaru, '-r .... ,... __ ,.JJ 

he says, that one came out of Media, settled 

CIUP. 
XIIL 

"pon the banks of the Tamiis, and were called 
SUUTomatte '. II 

, 
The Circassians of the present day are a c,,,,,· 

Ila"~' 

horde of banditti. inhabiting the region whence 
the C"ssa.-hs originally descellded. Continually 
rept'lled from their anticnt boundary , t.he Tanau 

and Lat." !It.l'Oti.<, and ultimatdy drivcn beyond 
the K"ban and the Tack, they hang, a~ it were, 
upon the northern sides of CaucasUo!, or earry 
00 pn·datory in<:ursions from the ~wampy plains 
at it5 fe(·t, abo,'e two hundred miles from 
T cherk(zsk. TII!'Sl' mOllntaineers, as " ell as the 
T"hiars "f ,.;"I·an, ar(' en,1' at war with tbe 
CO.I.mds. They pretended to make pcaee with 
them at the end of the last Turkish war; but, 
whenenr occasion otit'rs. tht'y seize the pcrsong 
of the C." SfI{ks, or any ~trangc rs who tauy be 
found among them, and sell them for slaves to 
I he Persian.,. Their manner of lighting. as de
~crib!'d by the Don ('".sacks, ill this; they hide 
themseh'cs in the )<.ng reeds, or grass, of 
marshes, lying even in the water, until they 
reconnoitre the strength of their adversary, If 

, .1) 1'MtI. &C. lib . ii. r. ISS. Ed. IYrJdf"llt . 



380 DON COSSACKs. 

CHAP. fivc or si.'t armed C,,",snd,., app('ar, thcy remain 
Xlii. 

'-.,., --" in ambush: if only two or three, they attack 
these by surprise; but even then they will run 
away if the CossacRs have time to fire. If diR
covered in their concealment, and interrogat('d 
who they are, tl)('y assume an humble aspect, 
and declare themseh·e. friends. Some of the 

o 

Greassians werc prisoners at A .m.'I, wh€'n we 
were thC're. The C?s.<ncf..,. and all the inhabi
tantR of the Asiatic coasts of the Blark Sea. call 
the Cireassians Tcherke.<s, and Tchl'rke.<.<i, a fur
ther confirmation of rcmarks before macle ('on
eeming the etymolog-y of the word Tr·herkrllk. 
If it werc nC'c('~sary to make all\, addition to . . , 

what ha~ been already written, with re:.,><:ml to 
till' relation the y bear to the Cossacks and to the 
other illhabitants of the Ukraine, many curiolls 
('ircum~tances might be alleged; su€'h, for ex
ample. as the mode of accounting money, which 
iH th.. same among the jl{alo- Rus.,ians and Cir
'/l.<.<lan!. There are now Jl{al'J-Ru.lsians living in 
the Caucasian mountains. The Cir-cflSsians. more
over. left their name in the appcllation of a town 
built upon thc Dnieper'. 

('"·mn..,,. The commerce of the Cos.wcks, and other in-
uf 1"'/j~. 

'.'" habitants of TclwrRa.fh, is vcry \'arjou~. The 
principal artiele~ of their exports are, fl''', ;ml1, 
carinr", and a little ,ei/Ie; although. gcncrally. 
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they consume all their wine. This wine resembles 
the wines of Burgwul,'1 and CllGmpagm, in ex· 
hibiting effervescence. When it has acquired 
a certain age, it sells in Tcherlrask at a priee 
equivalent to three shillings and sixpence the 
bottle. The DOll wine is both. red and white. 
If the Cossachs would allow their grapes to 
npcn, and were made acquainted with the 
Fre"ch mode of preparing this Leverage, it 
would certainly surpass all the wiJll'~ of the 
world; so rich anu g<'ll('rOUS is the fruit afi'urdmg 
it', Tl.e Conachs seldom use tobacco. and they 
lin! to very au,'aneed age, Thc merchants. in 
tlH·ir tum, go to war with tht' rest. anu ha\'(, 
their rank in the army', In fact, there are few 

---_._--- ---- - - ---

( j \ .. '11ll' Dtlll .... jut' ilo iIOlllt·tim~ very plc:ll>A.nt; but it i~ I !ousprt't, • 

( ... hll{',IIIt'U. J t>h ll'4l !IOllIt' that "'flo wanantl.-d genuine, \\lu~' 1l 1 ~·I."I(t 
~....i.I) hdit'Tt, 10)"1(' ... }. it wa...., in,ll'('d, 

• :\ .. "k"NI d,· .... · .... S)C'ora, could bmw 

,;jl ll l1l~l' n's f~tl'h~r f,ol11 uu .... hulelOnu~ ft!n .'·· 

JI,Wr" MS. JourntJ/. 

('~) " 111c ~1I"(,fIllIU:nt uf till! umk"" or the Don diff,,·n, in Ulan:

rftpet'1. ... from the antielll )falu. Ru!t!ian.. and haA la.lel, suff'ert--d 1"t"pN100 

encn.w'hnH'uh. TII(!ir territor) . which is almost e'ntirely pa .. tun· land. 

i. Ji.iu(.-d iutu lItnniu ..... or l .. ntmu; for l1~y .tanitau now contain mOl"(' 

than a ~ingl , ' ,i111lio:t', Tu {',xh Of thHe. a certain portiun of land and 

6wH.·ry ~ ,.Uuth-d by Government, and an annual .. llo"'ant'C uf com froUt 

Vornnt.u. anJ nortJl1uuu., "'"~'()td4Itg to &be n.-tumed number of COIMaCl". 

'fllcy a~ fn. .... from All taxe'JI; enn (rora u..e of MIt and diatiUerits. 111ft 

oUtribution of ule lilnd to the indi,.i<\uah in MCh litanitaa is 5ritled. tar the 

inhabitaflu and thc;r AtaDWt.. This Att.nl&n ... C'h~n by tbe I*'Pko, 

.nd 

3Rt 

CHAP, 
XIII, 

• 
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('lUI'. generals or ('olol1('I~, in - the anny of the Don 
XIII: -

' .......... _, Cossacks, who are not mer(,hants. In Td.",.~ask 

and wn .. "nih ('hit and mililllry commander of Ill(' rlllt't'. Pllul had laid 

~QU.' H .... ult'tiofb on this right, ... ·hich 1 could not uDd('rs .. ..ADd. He had 

., 1 U \ mwlokd tbl.' chiJdn'll of 111\ \\110 had till' mihl!u)' ranL. of Colonel. 

"h"h \\.; . {'Hmplwno,:d or. so, infn)(llI('ing 111: UIl\'u1\ .. titutiOlU,J nri~h.l\'l"A('y. 

Frul!l ,lIl·-.(' . \I.I1lUITl-l, :\11 ;tp,w~,1 lit .... 10 th .. , Chann.-ry llt Tcht>r ...... k. 

'j Lt', II~I (0 l,It."CI t)",., At.mum Iht'.n,', and '" "Itj".'ul 10 hUD on}y; 

:I"~l'll1hl ill!:; Otl',IM(>n.I!!), .. .. of ,'h('f,1.. Il II JI! ~ (' tlmlll;l; "ut /' ,' IS 11"'" 

fiPJ1MI/ {,tf lo 'l t!,,' t r.tICII, I;>, '! .: r<'flt!y (b mlllllJ'nJ "' /',."<'... Th .. , .v.Jlt)f~ 

1IJI('f I (,{ I .. HUI and fi..ht'ry" hit 'h (at h COoI 'lIiCk l)(~- lOlly b .. Il"t out 

b} hlln III farm. and tln"n i .. <"(' , flnd It j~ • fret}u('lIt ahu..e to inwn ttl~ 

Ilan.,:" "f Ihlldn.n ill tin' r(tllTn of ( '()~,&""" to l'[) !ltl(' thcm to dWlf 

~ l·"i(lrit~· in b!..rominK ,,!TInr- I mt"t wtll ,I Lh ild \bu~ (a\oll~ . 1111\ 

h ... t ... lr.~n plAte !>lnce the {,,""-I.e'" ""!u n ('~lIed out. Ita"c bo.:ln fllrm~ 

into r(!gul.u f('glmcnt.., ""Inch h", .. tk'prl"ll .... 'C1 "nur.:/y dH' po"'('r or ;be 

' lilIIK~' ,' 1,1111/111, by th.' IIltfllO;lu. u .. n of 1'010111'1.,., c.,.talll'- "r. .F\Jnucrl~. 

II ' e \.:",: nan hu"""lf mardll'Cl at til'" 1II'm o( hi", ,tanilM, So .... lit· mett'l) 

,,·n'! .. th~ requ~l"cd tHnlH gent. ",hll~h I~ put undC'r uffi"CN nnmed h,tllt· 
t r., .. ,>, n . 

.. Tn~ {ilUGcl, In con"C'queJH'e or bl~ 1il1l" wauce. may he ('al1l'd (,II 

t .... t'r',· fu r auy term, Dul f'u'ecdinr: throe yea!"'. III auy part or the 
.... orl.l. m Ollll tf:'d, armC'd. and ('luthed lilt III" OWII ".,~~c. and makin(" 
::'J \;~ 1 auy .lth.itllt'lf'\ .... luch Rlay OCC1I1', fuod, pay. anti ('amp f''lUl

tJ~e, or,' fUrl\l;;hl'd h,Y CoOYe1'nmt'"nt. l'hnc;p wh(. hl\\I' ... . 'r\l·t! tbrrt' 
yfl'ltf" • .at.: !'l .. t l,a\,I .. , 1.1' at 1(";I",t unt \I ~n~lIy ('.o. IlN I UP-I)II, t(l C;('rH' 

l.1: r, ),ul, t''tl'''rt lin partit'Ular Ill}e rgl'U"/ ' ~ 'I ill \ \,j·n,., Ii ..... p"·r. III 

t be ('O"IHII ",Iollg tht' (fltJl'QUu, .11111 ill lll(' llutlC.·~ or the 11Qtot l1ud po

ll('e, AfUr hU'nt~ ye.r .. , lin .... I.I"(,'IIIC (hoe (,IIIlI "II "'"H· ... n«pt 

the bornt' dutll'''' of I",ho, all. 1 "l~ , "'IIIl:': 10 tlu· I)~~f' IIr tbe rom 
hark.~ U\(:1' the ~lu.IIt" .... III Iht' [ktll . Art('r hH' lIt) ·,he yean' Ioervit't': 

l~) arC' fre~ elltirt'I~. 

"11tf~ Procurator dC'l'la1'f' t1 th ... ",holt' numher of C(Wocu. hill,1! to 
~ c:aUed on faron(' or mutt' uf tb('~ J,rrri(,C'1

9 
amunntll'd to ~,OO(). 

He Ilf'"kno"Wged. thllit IU thf'}' "(Iuld allj1" no ruminatiun intn tLrlt 

.VlDbtn, be .poh onl, (rom ('onjedure, and from thp IJiR'll'rent al. 
1o.aJ)('~ of f'OfD, &-c. oect.~lOnaUy made. Tbr whole n\lmMr of mete 

popubllOU tw rec1..uued at halr. tnilliun. Th~ ,ilu,H'm nf It COMlt'i 
., 
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they live an amicable and pleasant life. Some
times they have public amusements, such as 
balls, and other aSRcmblies of the same nature. 
Once they had a theatrc, hut it was prohibited . 
In some of their apartments wc ob>tcrved maho
!\<Illy bookcases, with glas~ <4Jors ; each con
tamm:.: a ~mall library. TIll'y are ill every 
respect entitled to prais.· f.,,' ("Ieallhne~s. wht·ther 
with reference to their Ilt"rs',ns or to tilt ir 
hOURI'S. There IR 110 nat 11111 IIIOT(' ("kaul\, ill it~ 
appare l than that "f the C""w, k., . TIt<: tlrc's lIt' 

h ('OUR" lc,tt'.I", C"flmfclrt"hlt ; ,uul tlll''' ol .hgat.nl , .. t 'J !o\'n in' nrt' 

d .... · lTltJ \\~II n'pa,d by th,'I' J . rs " ,I('~.· •• lId tilt'" (rt'c·,}u lII. • F,u t. \,. 

A tn .. ,A('" h U I'fol"rh M(' IlIllt' ollt'l. btarrl III }/I(O 'l(1 'II" ulIll/!,er 

( I f ('Mia"" gullr,I .... ,,110 It r~ "II IJ,' H.·~ .". "mlllm'_ t o fl ,ru' rt·;:UIlt'ut~. 

v ( 100t1 C'.lI'h. The ' ,umh.' r (,)ml , I\I~ 1.' ,1 II I I', I~r.f a 'td ( ,UI,'U,US 1 ('('al). 1 

"~l llt'll r J1 In thl' .' t'a, I~O;., .. "'q" "I .t'j· I . I ~· I \\' 1 rt· ~lIHt· III .. . n l 

~t..v UIl' II l'a ' h, lII .. rr!,~-d u lnll'r PI.,t / . I ,. / " "'11111 v i 1~ I ,.., I:nd . hut 

rrl·C.,,~J couph. r orJt'r" a\ It I.!II.! 1101 Rrrl\(' III lillI(' ' ''1 tlH: h lU!" o f 

.'II,t~d,t '. AI -luI/n il' :. flNIIJ S,J hUIU/' ,,1 ((J.slfrlS /l eu l' , r a01J, The 

rt',IUtl1 ' III 'O t AUJ.t~IJI(: ~ l'n1. l· II I thf'tII a~ " llt t :~ oi r"u'I'!I'ralo'{, op

pr~llC:, n"inl' I" th~ FnllcA ra_ .tln ; p.lrh, .. l .rI ., tht· . 1I1"1I. ~ ~ '('~ . \\ 11IJ~ t" 

tw,ttH_ " t' nl ~rl.l U.Jlftldd~· , 1 hnl (~U'4J, Plolllf I':1Id, It .ul It. uft't'r t'tl 

d~ • ..1(ull~, ., t h~y "1;:(<: Illt "0 111<: tHIll' II,,, lIul,. ctl\ :!.I~ \\ 11 1, tlit' J:#l 

ntrN .tnl~, a" d, ~rore I.hc ElIIl'crt.r jtoPlt'ti A-MII! ,:/ : hlUI I ,, ~t ahRl,q 

Llthelt l,o"'5n _lib Catl«uc: , )}unu, the 'IUartt'1 H( P~.d with L'.!t
losaJ, he .\It'mhl,,d 45,000 O.f.-at·i s. '" at ,,:u i>t:hl·\"d at 1~ M·r' ...... , 
'f'I "Wh'" {" hU/'(I. I •• ,., the plan " lL, nut I'll aU u opt'ru11U' " ,1h P~"f 

.ad bl,offiM:TS. Pl«I.! 's prt'dtlb~or·\ .. '" tAe laM .JlfJ,.aft who twa' 
In l ·v·.t'~~IUh uf.U h" .OlH' 1I1 rrl\IIf"~. He bad vit€'Il, by hh o~n 

.. ut),Qrll~. hound meQ baud .lId r!JOt, aDd thro \\Q :bf'nl intlllht!IJ.Jt. 

He " .. utM"peodedly iC'iMd aoJ oarried u6 h,. (be ordl:n ur tbe .E •• 
preu (~, aod IU«'ftded. u G«oberal oC tilt', Atlltlu of the 
DM, by...,._ k ..... oit,,' Pl1llt~ .. fiD<! t'iviluld .oldin, .hh lbepeat 
, .. 4oA 01 St. -,-," H .... r', .US, J __ 

383 

CRAP. 
XIII. 

,-...-



.. DON COSSACKS. 

CHAP. the women is singular: it differs from all the 
XIII. 

, • . costumes of Russia; and its magnificence is 
displayed in the ornaments of a cap, some
what resembling- the mitre of a Greek bishop. 
The hair of married women is eoneeal(·d under 
the cap, which iii covered with pearls and gold, 
or it is adorned with flowers. The dress 
of a Cossack girl is elegant; a silk tunic, with 
trowscrs fastened by a girdle of solid ~ilver, 

yellow boots, and an Indian handkerclllef worn 
a~ a turban upon the head . A proof of Co.<sar/; 
wealth was afforded in til(' instance of tile 
mistress of the hOllse \rhcl'e we lodged. Thl, 
woman walked al)Ollt the apartlllents without 
shoes or stockings; but being asked for some 
needles to secllre the insects WI' had collected, 
she opened a box, wherein she shewed us /Jwr/. 

, -alued at ten thousand rou/:/es. lIer cupboard 
was, at the same time, filled with plate and 
costly porcelain. The common ,iress of men ill 
Tcherka.sh is a blue jacht. with a waistcoat and 
trowsers of white dimity; tl.e lattcr so white 
and spotless, that they Sf'em always new. The 
tattered state of a tra,-eller's wardrobe but ill 
fitted us to do credit to our country in this 
respect. We never saw a CossacR in a dirty 
suit of clothes. Their hand~. moreover, are 
always clean. their hair free from vcrmin, their 
teeth white, and their ~kin has a healthy and 
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cll'auly appearance. Polished in their manners, C~tt 
instructed in their minds, hospitable, generous,' • ' 

Polj..,h~ 
disinterested, humane and tender to the poor, M ....... ol 

good husbands, good fathers, good wives, good die Peoplo. 

moth~s, virtuous daughters, valiant and dutiful 
sons; sllCh are the natives 0' Tcherkask. In 
conversation, the Cossaclt is a gentleman; for he 
18 well-informed, free fNm prejudice, open, 
sincere, and honourable. Pla.::e him by the side 
of a Rus,jan,-what a contrast!' Yet the author 
would not be understood, in the eulogy he has 
bestowed upon the one, or the censure he has 
perhaps too indi~criminately lavi~hed upon tbe 
other, as baving used observations without ex-
ception on either side. The Russian women are 
l"Iltirely excepted; and it is very rcmarkab:e, 

(I) U 111~ m.nn('r~ o( the ~r)(" ,truck ut, fNlfll tAm- I.pcrioritf/ 

to Ik RlUZiufl,lf. In 1wH"~I!I a»d rfl~.ity . A Li('ut~nont at Pd~r,hr~. 

"bu once bt-f:t'cd aim .. from UI, bowed him<:('tr to the r:-rvuDd, and 
knod •• d bi" 11l'_,,1 on the Boor. A Lieutenant h~re (TdfTkas4). 

who ••• 'rnl' ;"iWnN, :loud .Iw bec'rc:<l, made tbe re-que .. t in a manlv 

Illul dipifiw maoncr, .. nd lhanklr'd UI 3.5 if \h' bad hf'1!1l his ('omrde •. 
.. Both pu'u and ""omen ",e h.n{h()m~. and taller thin the ~ 

Mit". This name they bo1d i.pat (-on&empt, as we bad te:ft'1"IJ op
,lOrhl'ljtin or ohtt"ni'Ig'" TN I'rut-urator, the Phydcian, {be Apo
thf'("nry. and tbe MUlrr of the A~my, beln~ disUacnitb", by their 
III"eM nd D8tillD from \b~ Couacj', seelDf'd '.0 b • .,e {onne:d • ftJInW or 
thrirown. Iud t~ dislike, Iud to be dl:tlikrd by,tk wbotetow'D. "'
Pudtouter laid they were lIu.I("b inlprowd. .in« he e.nJfo tbtre; that 
tben tbey wuuW have pelted aoy'tra1:tpr. W .... noth111i: of l.hb 
kittel, elleepl that, when we ant iaDIIed, .. iI ..... ., for Rwaia.,. 
SOIM bo,.. crifdout, f ~d,OnMiIhr_(."_flle bu btooDt •• 
DArurailud wont in Rut .. ; .. " Rdn-·. ~f~" JtnU'1IIIl. 

'·01 •• I. 'lc 
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that little of the lamentable characteristic8 of 
the Russian people' can be applied to them. It 
is only in proportion as tb.ey recede from their 
natural effeminacy, that any traits have appeared 
to liken them to the men of their country: an 
instance or two, of this kind may havc been 
mentioned; but, speaking generally of them. 
they have this only fault, if it be not rather a 
misfortune. that of servility to the most abject 
,;laves. 

(I) At the tim€' or mak iug tIm Cltraf"t (rom my Journal, ('lIr ET/.B· 
/u1& papen arc ftllrd with the atroc;tlclI ('ommitted. not nltrely by their 

common £oldll.'rs, bllt b.," tllt'ir gcnt'rnl-ulTin"n ill Em/linn. AD ae

couut of them i~ rHlt.1i~h('d by the L(lr(i· heutcnal1t 1'( the ('lIonly of 

Pa.Jll, tl) ,,,h ie- II hi. rt"~pt' {"tahle !lame IS llfIixt'd. rO!>terity mt,. there 

Ix· iu(urmeJ M tlat IluuUl'U were in the hc;-illlJing of tbe prnent «D

tu!")", "hell. :\fajor-tt'IIt""nl, Dt'ntlJ.frf'. g"vc up the town (1£ 1is.uJ, 

durin; fi\c da~., to plunder. merely tw('nu!Oe he t"Ould not rrtain it. 

pu.!c;.iun .; aud. as~l~ted hyanother monster iu (l humAn furm, t1l .. 

Guv~tnor £muu, galloped thtllugb the .1tt-etA, tv gi,,~ \'iguur and a .. • 

ti\ity to a. "cene uf murder, bnrrihll' rrudty, all'l.{evasutiun; cry m&: 
Qut to b 5 tro...p:;, J:)olra ! JoJrra .' tllra"u! hro\\(J' ) 80; th~' w~rf" 

bayuuetliu,; tbl! wet'ping and kn«hng inhabitatll<>, motlicr, " ilb tbrir 

infants, ag"('d Dlid vl'lIuahlc mcn, ladie .. uf d .. 'lti n('ti;;n. (·hildreu, and 

persOlli of '" Ilah:ver sex, ~('. or .iltua.tion. Of It jnstruf"(s tbe "orld," 
o~rve-s the .Lord·ljf"u~nallt. "10 de~l'rih(' lhl'lr clmduct; inasmuch 

u it determinc!' their national cbaractu; anti ddermiDt!o. "itb blo;· 

torie truth, that with batharian al.",.. the cbancter Hnwin' un

ebaOJed. D~ ... itlt5lADdjflg tbe \'aroilb pul on by a Jurt or e.temal 
bwsnni.lillg. prociu('etl by intrrroune .... ;th dwiliud naltOlli." lu the 

.,.,i.b uf N~. Major-~Deral Orlltl Ikn~MJf ,,,u-"l'd tbl'f'f' o( thl" 

peaaau to iN: bouod tOKetber: and tbia brIu, dODt'. to proloo, tlJe 

poin auc.l aJony of tb. poor .ufl'erera, the RllUituU pierced their 

tbir;-hs, Inns, heDy, .do otber parts, with bayonets, beCore they killed 
them. 
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XIII. Perhaps an anecdote, which may now be 

related, will rend lOr the contrast between Cossacks' -. 
and Russians more striking. The truth of it, 
owing to its notoriety, will not be disputcd by 
either party. When a quarrel among the Cossacks 
causes them to combat each uther, they fight, 
as in England, with their fists, and never with 
knives, daggers, or any similar weapon . This 
practice is so establishl'd a charactl!ristic of the 
people, that it gave rise to a very remarkable 
wag!'r. Teplof and Grlagin, two of the late Roman. 

o abl~ 

Empress Catherine's privy.counsellors, chanced Wag". 

to be in her prc;;cllcc, whcn it was told her 
that a C{)SSfl( I, priest. then a monk in the Convcnt 
of St. Aleu/IIde, Senhy, had been arrested for 
("utting thc throat of a young woman, whom he 
ha'\ made I" q~hant, and with whom hc had 
'tuarrelle<\: upon this T~J)!~r offered to wal2"er 
with Gcla~il! that the monk was not a Cossack. 
The het "' :\S madc, and won by T epl,!!; the 
monk pn,vinl2" to he a Rrwian. Being questioned 
how hc could po~sibly divine thc probablc 
!1l<~CCSg of his wager; "Becau!!e," ~aid he, " no 
Cos:ach would strike a woman: if he did, he 
would use his cane ; not his knife." 

. It was during one Sunday evening that Lieu- su~~~ "r 
tht' I OW II. 

t('nant-cololld Papof conducted us over the 
"hole of Tch(r/uuh. "·c walked a di~tQ.nec 

, 
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equal to four miles without once being off a 
bridge. The people were all in their best atti ... · : 
and the sight on that account was the more 
interesting. From the high and narrow bridges. 
single planks frequently lead off, as the only 
mode of approao.:-hing the houses of the inlm
hitants: these have ('overed galleries around 
them. In those galleries, where the deal, of 
which they are constructed, was as white U' 

water and the sun·s rays could make it, sat tltt· 
old and respectable Cos.'o('/."; almost all of 
whom, as we passed, presscII ns to walk il. to 
tbeir houses and to reg-ale ollr;,elw;;. The wall'r 
fl,)ws beneath many of the build in;.:' ; and all of 
them are upon pile~. ill the midst of the flood '. 
The prodigious (lualltil~· of timber consum('d III 

(I i "TcMrlrtllf 4tandl on ~I'mf' roarllh:, i~laDM in thf' riH'r. 1111' 
huuM. .. arc.1I r.l~t·\J 1,111 "' OVdl'U pilla"" and ('Il!:lnf'ctf'd hy (oot f,rid( ..... 

TIle font-patb5 run like gallt'n~s belMr tbf' buu .. "JI. Wb •• "''' <ioU" it. 
t!"eT}' part .u ftoodrd. f' .H"t'llt the prinripal .. trwt, \.be Jff"1 (·hurt'h, 

aad tLe m.rket·pl.iu·e. The antic ,IH>ouen c.hin~. mixed ,. itl t il l' 

domes of churches, top' of treH, and {ulmlll:k lenh, baJ :m lntf'rt"~I' 

ing effect,. ju,t riaiar (rom tbe water. The ruuk Atm c,'f 'Dtiaucd II, 

roi~OA tbe air. but the bOUIU, notwilhltanlimg tblt pNp!e arr "II 
IJ~M", are nf"at. Tilt IAludu nrf" ",,, ... 4 dlll~ tIm_ lite RIII4t~If(. 

Tbe~ is a 'pK'iow".nd .ntjent eathlPdral, Df'Vly ClO tbe aalllt: plao "' 
the Cuan Chureb tD Mo.Ct). Dotlached from tbl' ~.t oftbt l,uHdin, '" a 
lar:e tower, wbich, at a d~'taOH, ,il"d a (aint HeollecUon of St. M.f~·" 
spite at o..ford. Thert art maar otber ("h.tcbd, full of nry c~lI~ 
ornameat.. Inner la. JO man,. pearl. at ODee, at on tbe bnd \lr a 
Math.,no ia tt.f" /·.tMdr&!. 'floet' tr.'!lfti a~ the .poil. o(TllrLr~ alld 
rtl1OlofL" IJ'Hr'z /tIS "(JunIA I. 
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the town, for hou8es, causeways, and bridges, 
is brought from the Volga, the Don being inade
(Iuate to such a supply. Fllrmerly they had 
\I ails to their watery ~ettlemellt, but thll inun
dations of the river have swept these entirely 
a way. The principal part of tqe inhabitants are 
txeeedingly desirous to remove their capital to 

• 
• 1:J;a.1J; thi" would incrca-e its commerce, and 
t:lercby add to its importance; the rest, who, 
from attachment to the plae!' of their nativity, 
are still anxious to preserve the original situa
tion, propo~e to ~urround it again with walll!, 
and to form challlll'ls, after a plan which would 
Ilmkc itl< rcsemblance to Venice greater than it 
I~ at present; hut the level of the water not 
f.·maining cunstant, as in the Adriatic, and some
t 'me~ \'JrYIll :: full fifteen feet, prevents the 
;,.Joption of this plan. They neglect, however, 
110 opportunity to improvc the town, forming it 
a~ much a~ possihlc illto streets when fires ha\'c 
taken place and de~troyed the old buildingR, 
ami insulating the houses where they were too 
closely situate. If allY attempt should be 
JIIJde to removo the town, little difficulty would 
newr in trall~planting the houses almost entire. 
They are chiefly of wood, and, being placed 
upon rafts, might be floated to the place of 

• 
their destination '. 

,'l ) Tb. capltal ha. bHo .jll~ NJIIO"ed; Md. DOW 0lX-u.pies • , ilua
lw" u ..... \be E...,..a. ,ide of lb. 1JM, 1Uch<r up tbe ,Mr. 
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390 DUN COSSACKS. .-cx~~:· They speak of moving a houlle in thia pIU'! of 
, • 'tbe world as a very trifling undertaking. When 
I1ou_ . 
mo'''\ ,n- Sir Clwrles Gascoigne went from Peter.'/·lIrg. to 
,,,,. preside on'r the foundry at 1.lIga17, he paid a 

visit to a gentleman about twenty-seven miles 
distant from the establishment. Find ing him 
excellently lodged. in a well-furnished. hand
some. and \-cry ('om-cnient house ... I wish," 
said he • .. I could havt' such a building erected 
for me at Lugall." His ho~t replied •. , If you 
admire my bouse. it ib at your ~en·ict'. f'xactly 
as you see it; and I enga:::~ tv plact' it for you 
at Lugan in the course of the week." A barh<ain 
was concluded between them: thl' house wa, 
moved: and Sir Char!"" whu informed us of 
the fact. residec in it when we wfre in that 
country. 

The inhahitants of Tcherkask complain much 
of war.t of room. Not a single hou!!C haR a 
court-yard; the inhabitants are all huddled to
gether. as if they had dropped from the clouds 
during a shower into the river. and only waited 
the retiring of the watf'r8 to make their escape. 
ofJ'hey are much trouhlf'd with mosquitc*-s, which 
abound in all the neighbourhood of the /)qn'. 

(I) Edward 8,,,.... who pnbli,hf'd. in tbe wYtDteentb I"t:atury. 
H A D'~TU IIpt11f 1M ~It~," mtntmDI the .warm' o( fties aDd 
'oeu1u mf('lllfin~ tbeir C'Ouotry; wbie-b it; the ol)ly faithful aeCOUDt or 
tlielr blltory eootaiDed ill bit .. wk. Sn p. ii. l.IU. 1672. 
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When Rtung by these insects, they ob~erve great 
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caution in not scratching the wound; but are I.' - • ..--" 

careful to bathe it, as SOO1. aR possible, with 
alcohol. We found GOlllard's lotion to be t1H~ best 
remedy; and, wanting that. salt mixed with an 
equal portion of vinegar. Thp.re is not a single 
spot in the whole town fr('e from the annual 
inundation. We found 011(' dry place. ncar the 
principal church; but this was traver~ed hy 
wuoden causcwaYR. proving that the usual pre-
caution had bf.'en also therf.' required. altho\1~h 

the spot were not a('tuall~' then co,'('red Ly 
water. The stre('t wlwre most of the shops 
arE' situat(' iR /loored with planks: and must 
n('ccRRarily be vcry unwholesome. aR all the 
dirt. falling" through, remains when the waters 
rptire. Th,·y are often troubled with feyers ; 
although, wht'n we inquired for a list nf their 
diReasf.'s. they said they seldom had any. TIle 
greatest ravage is made by the small-pox. 
(noculation for that disorder hm not wt been . . 
introduced. The complaint they seem to dread 
more than any other is called THE DISORDER OF 

HAIRS. Gmelin mentions this malady'. Hair 
is .<aid to be generated in wounds of til(' bodies 
of those whom it afflicts. We pxprcssed our 

(2) This a put the PIko p~, or GfIIclwl. mentioned by B,....,. 
(p. !4. IAfIUI. 167~). G~hta ",.. il i. kDown in RIUIin and the 
~. uDder tb" a.m~ rMtln; aDd be attmtt.d a C'Ue of ablct" In 
/'.tdI4I" wbicb dorded bim proof or the ~Q~ oIlvch. 4iIol'der. 
l'et .'_1 in S_ 1"''', __ , ,.. I~. 

Di~or 

the Pt.'Ol'lc. 
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CllAr. incredulity to the wile of Lieutenant-colonel 
XIII. 

'. _. ' Papqf; but ~he persisted in asserting that she 
had taken them from her own finger, in the 
presence of many witnesses. To ClIre this 
malad r. they apply the leaves of a plant some
what like plantain: this they say extracts the 
hair,.. We saw' those leaves dried, and sus
pended. as a remedy for thi~ complaint; but, 
ill their de.iccated state, we could not exactly 
determine what they were. Biliary obstruction 
i" a common disorder among the Cossacks. As 
a cure for the jaundice, they drink an infUSIOn 
of the yellow flower,; of a GnaphaliuTII, fouhd 
in all the sl(-Ne". Situate as they are. ('ilh{'~ 

in mud yit'hling unwil"lesome exhalation, or in 
,,-ater full of fro~s. filth, and substanc~s putre
f~ing a,. tbe flood retires, nothing could preSt'rYe 
them from pestilence, were it not for their great 
attention to cleanliness. The water of the Dmt 
is unwholesome, and it particularly disagree~ 
with strangers; causing flatulency, with violent 
pain of the bowels, and dysentery. Many of 
the Ru.lSian rivers have the same quality; espe
cially the Net'a at Pete"burg. 

A Creel. brought to us BOrne coins of the 
Emperor Con.'tanline, procured in Turkey. He 
kept th~m, he llaid, for the cure of disea~e8 of 
all kinds; and, ill proof of their miraculous 
power, swOre, by aU his Saints, that if anyone 
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(If them were placed in a siev~, not a drop of ellA P. 
XIlL 

water would pags through it. As we laughed ''-.,.-...... 
at his folly, he was very desiroull to make the 
experiment; but we thought it too ridiculous 
to merit so much attention. He seemed to 
be the very Prince of impostors, and probably 
sold his trash at high prices. Ite shewed to us 
a picce of the true Cross: this he said he had 
hrought from Jerusalem; and, having worn it 
upon his breast, had thereby saved his life in 
hattie, as a bullet striking the pretended rclic 
had fallen harmless to the ground. 

Having now satisfied our curiosity in the 
~urY('y of this extraordmary place. we took 
leave of itH inhabitants, and again embarked, 
.,,"c(.mpa llipu hy the officer who had so politely 
.lllended us, and whose hospitality we had 
"ftell experienccd. during the visit we had p,lid 
to the Co.lSacR capital. 'We left Trher kcu;k on 
\Ionday the twenty-third of June, in the after-

o 

noon, and sailed down thc Don, to A.ray. About 
four miles' from Tcherlraslt is an island callen 
N:mntry Isle, or The [lia»d qf 1M Convent, 

whence, as they relate, the Turlts, in former. 
time!!, derived women for the lleraglio of the 
Grand Signior. 

-------------- _._-----

nq):tr. 'l r~ 

I · l >:':1 
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YOYAGE DOW!'> THE DO!,!, TO AZOF Al\J) 
TA(;.\:-.iROG. 

"lSit to Ihe G/1wral-in-c"i'f 6f t", C .. 'ack Army-
f;mlarkalion for Ihe ;';,'a of A"'1-G"n~ral riel<' ':/ 
the So"tlt of RILHia-J)" l!uBR UQUIS-Ta"lan-Ar
Jfte1I:an ColGllY oj lYakhhhiIJan-l'iJrlrt't( "1.t;.,·,. Dl"fndry 
Rasit:(-Dil!lfiofl if thr Don-Tumlll;-I'~}l lrc.\ .. ami 

riling" ofAxof-Cit'l ~f Tanal<-ils prol,,,U,. Situa
lion-Condition '1 the Gorri.",n ~f Azof-Opmion 
*fllPrlaint,d 'j' II,r Cossach-DepaTturc from Azof 
- M.£OTIS - Rmwrkal1e Phtrnumenon - Arri/lal al 
Toganrog. 

l' H F. morning aft(·r our return to Azay, we 
received a mesRagc from General VaJ.,i/y Petro

vich Or/oj; Commander-in-chicf of the Cossaclc 
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army. stating. that he expected us to dine with 
him at his country-~eat upon the Don. We set 
out. accompanied by our friend Colonel Pap'!!, 
and by a Greek officE'r in the Cossad service, 
whose name wa" Mamanoj'. Tile General had 
~ent his carriage, with six fine Cossack horses, 

• 
and several Co ... a"k." mounted, with lance", to 
escort us. We passed alon~ the step/le.!; and 
occasionally through vineyard", planted with 
('ucumbers, cabba~e~, Indian wheat, apple. pear. 
peach. plum tree", and melon!!, for ahcmt t~1l 

mile!!, till we arri"c(l at his house. standing 
upon the };u1'fI/,ean side of the ri"er, opposite 
to the town of rrcherka .• r.. and distant from it 
about five miles. Here we tound some elegant 
and accomplish('d wom('n amusing themselves 
with a piano forte; and afterwards we all sat 
down to as magnificf'nt a dinner as any English 
gentleman could have affordcd; thc whole being 
sen'ed upon plate. The company consisted of 
about twenty persons. The General presented 
us with mead thirty years old. tasting like 
Madeira wine. He wibhed very much for English 

beer, having often drunk it in Poland. A number 
of very expensive wines were br(1ught round. 
many of th('m foreign; but the best wine of 
the Don seemed superior to any other. As we 
~at banquetting in this sumptuous manner, we 
called to mind the erroneous notions we had once 
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ellAI'. entertained of the inhabitants of this country'; 
XIV. 

'-.,,-J notions still propagated by the RussicTls con-
cerning the CassarA people. Perhaps few in 
England, casting their eyes upon a map of thi~ 
remote corner of Euro/Je, have pictured in their 
imagination a w~althy and enlightened society, 
enjoying not only the refinements, but eH:'O the 
luxurie~, of the most civilized nations. Thcir 
cOIl\'er~ation had that poli~hed and agreeable 
ea,t which characterizes well-cducatt'd military 
men. Some peculiarities. common to our an
cestors, and still retainer! in the cerernolllal 
fcasts of antient ('orponl(' bodies, might h,~ 

oo"erYed. Amon~ these, the practice of drink
ill" toa:'t:', and of ri5in~ to pledge thf" ,('cmity 
"I' e,l' cuphearer, l,laY be addll('cd as remarkable 
iastancb. Another vcry antient euslow. sllil 
morc pre'valent, is that of bowing to and COIl

:1ralniatmg any pt·rson who happeng to t;llCC'i'.l'. 

The Co,.,Qchs of the DOli always do this. Wllt'll 
we took leave of the Gcneral, he ~a id, if we 
preferred returning hy water, for the ~ake of 
"ariet)', we might lise his I,arll'e. alrcady pre
p:lrcd, and waiting to convey us. Being con
ducted to it, wc found it manned by ten ro" crs, 
and decorated in a mORt costly manner. It was 
coyered with fine !\Carlet cloth; and Persian 
earpr;ts were spread beneath a canopy of silk. 
1'11(' current beillg ill our favour, we cmbarked, 
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and were 
• 

sl)e<!dily rcconducted to our quarters' CJIA P. 
[ XIV • 

in A .",!!. T = 

The next mormn~ we bade farewell to the f:mL •.• I , · 
..... lilJu for til ... 

Dun Cu.tSac/ls; and, having placed our carriage "" 'J J "". 
on hoard a barge, sailed dc1ig-htfully ,lowl1 the 
river (often looking back at the fine ,·iew of the 

o 
tnwu ofAxay and TC!W,.!fIlS/' ), to N"hh/.I!,;,·nll, an 
AT1Tll'ninn colony, e~tahli~hcd ahollt twcnty y< arB A,."",,,. 

(. ,,:'my vi' 

before our arrivai: this had attained a very HOll- A u""/" . 

fishing' state, even ill that short period'. Its 

--- --=- - .. 
(I) "A \'cr,t {by hllidi"Trom liu! fort uf R~h)r. j, a larJ!'{' Arm<'ui:m 

l"" II, i"allf'tJ }'hJAitcJ.;"nrJ, altcr th,. tmtil'nt towo of tllat nomf'. 'V~ 

'pcut the rv('ulnr iu looll.;u( on~r it. Tht'r nffirm~ th::tl it ~ollttlhH 
I:.\)O f!l;mi il L'; , It h:a\ lnur chnrC'he'!. :md t,\,o "ery lar"..;'c h,tzan., ,\ 1,," h 

nrC' \I'fJ lIIu('h (To.fled, n.oll have g-fl':tt :tl'pf'ar:tnec of jrl'!udry. "'f!' 
1 •. K1 II l<'ltl'r til "nt! or tbt!' I,rillcipal iuh.l,it:mt", whu h:'111 th<' r"..lok uf 

:·ull.OlI~'I. tHul "butle 11011 WM onl' uf Mr.Alldrc·~ (,upil. (or ROlotot l, 
and uur iuf('rpreter. HII nlillH' \, ..... Abnuunof. J {UllIlIl tk.t Arlllt'ui.u;. 

U'iIlDlI~' "ltptl'~~d their Dnmf'~ in thi~ msnntt, from t1l(' ehti.tia" llamCJi 

vi their p3rt" lIh. :"f"t ~ith tbe tenniu!ltwil in '!/~ ,,1.jeL i..; 11. m(lrk of 

I:l·nlilit~. 1111,. mall Inul t",·u "pn. in the Ru""',l1l ml\ ~ ; aulI I'0...,. .. ~\·\I 

th .. reputalion or r:rcat "'I'alft.. lie k*" ( .. :ueruf, who su!.1 Urluf 

thl" (Teat di;lnmlll.l; o.u.1 d,",cf'ilN'd ill .tru~ ter'lI'l tbe lui cry aUtI 

Dllxh..'1y th., Arml"niau hu.1 (elt \\ hih' it r('maiu('.-l in bi~ poi~ .. iur) . 

lIi{ hnu~ W,\<i \lell ruruidled. Dnll ",ui n bll1innl.tl\bH-. ami U1ao~' olL.'r 

Eur 'VeaD hon.uri.'!; .• 11 ho"cu'r Vit CttKS,tt'!!~f',l. cu·""l the m.:t~tt·r. 

wht.HC drn, ai.u \\:lS 'onwthill~ "(h'!" the Euruf'<'lI,r. mutle. tJ~, h.1J 

unrll! curiou!o salorl<; ami PtliC-n;trll" ri"hI~ orllamellU'J, whil!b he t'",1ti~ 

ltited ",jth much pridt'. Ue toRhi, 1.ilUMlf and the ~",att'r part q( It..

fello" tO\ol, mm('n hOld f'mi,r"l~d fro. the t:rinH'II &!\lrillr tll4l 6i .. ll'''' 
be.nr .. ~ tbrl'e; tb:u th .. ,. llt,d 'h i,l aftllation r1' en t licom • .no a 4:bl\rtl" • 

h,. "bkoh they had Ihe lamf' pm jl~ as theit country __ n at AstrM-ban. 
Th~ rrim'lpAl1tltd(' eof tll~ tt1\\n is In Ica\her. Th<" women arc .. \mu\t 

all 

~ '! 11-
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inhabitants were derived from the Crimea. They 
had about four hundred shops: these were all 
placed iu one great covered building, after the 
manner observed in Mo.,eow. The towns near 
the mouths of the Don present the traveller 
with a novel an<\ varied picture of socie-.y. He 
encounters half-a-dozen different nations and 
languages in the saiJle nUiJlber of minutes; and 
each nation ill its peculiar dress. As we ap
proached the Armellian settlement, we beheld 

a.1I veiled, but those we caught {1 glimps(' of wt'Te f"ltremely be.uUiuJ. 

Tbeir \'C'il .. were vcry ('arde'i .. I~ Ji;;post·d, a nd tllt'y /'e tnyed 110 tilllulity. 

The men are allo handi>ome ; but tiny haye a Ji.'wi .. h (,li.l'rc ~~ion i.l 

their couten:mce. The Russian" dedare t1H'f ha\e all 11 IInturul un· 
plea~nt odour. like thR1 \\c attrihute til tlJ(' Je" ~' The~' dl"hl..e tht'm 
great!) ; al,d ha"c a J.nn·erh •• Two Jew!> Nlual tint" Armt'nian; h\u 

Armenians Due Greek; t"'It Gr~k~, ODe P e l'i).' The Arm(,l1ian~, it is 

Wf'lJ '-.now&. arc n "cry ra\uur~d sect hy tbe Russ;ia n Go,crnmrrlt; Ilud 
mallY of the noble .. t familif"S bavt! a mistufl' of their hlulIt!. Of t ilt'"" 

are D(.lgo rl1ck~ and Bagrati'JIl. Joan the f irst g-:\I'I;! tht· title Hf Kn(!'~ 

til great numbers of Armenians, aud permitted tu all It. frl'C traut' illHI 

settlement. with full lilH.'rly of Yt'or'lhip, and ('\('1\ uf malill~ tln'1 ; 

proce\i<;iun" openly. They have a ma:;niflcelll (-b urch ill "'l'l l-r<;"uq~. 

anft many in Astrachan and Casan . Tbt'ir coterl,rize allrl acti, it ,' nrc 

"dl known_ Mr, Anderson of Peten.burg tuld me hI' kn('\\ OU(' ,,'ho 

).a(1 lJecD h\ iet' 10 Ba'!»ora, and OIlCI' to Sarma('nntl IlDd Til~l. I a!J"NI 

Ahraamof If such journty. 'H'te commOD; anti if 'bey could tnk" an 

Ellropeao "ith t11t'm, as tbt.-ir !>en'aflt, or in auy other disguilf'. lit' 
ao"''''ereti both tht'!'e flu{,5tion~ in the affirDlati'-e. He him.df hild 

beeD in ~~ia, and many parts of Turkey, hut ~"cr f.Mhl'c. W .. 

oi>Krved flneru Mahometall~, at teMt penon!! )11 ,ref'n turbt.ns, ",hie'-
no Armenian would wear." H~btr·. MS. JfnlNml_ 

A .. tbe (reen turban IS A mark or biKh di.tilldioD in Turlt,..v, and the 

Armntimt' of NdAi,4UJo1l are under no I~ar of offending Iflolw"".«iUlU, 
pe:chap~ they are ,wrn mtrtly iu <:ortle'qllcncc "r Ule freedom tLt'y 
Lere eoj')J_ 
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Taktars, Turhs, Greehs, Cossacks, Russians, Italians, CHAP. 
XIV. 

Ca/mItCRs, anclArmenians; these, together with \ • ' 
our Engli.,h party, form~d a representation of 
the costume of nine different nations within the 
compass of a quarter of an English mile. The 
Tall/ars were fishing in the ri.ver, or driving 
cattle towards the town; the Turns were smoking 
in th~ir coffee-houses; the Greeks, a bustling 
race, were walking about, telling lies, and barter-
ing merchal~dize; the (AmacRs were scampering 
in all directions on horseback; the Rus,ian., as 
police-officers, were scratching their heads; the 
Italialls appeared as Venetian and Neapolitan 
saIlors; the Culmucks jabbering with each other; 
the Armenians, both men and women, airing in 
droskil·,,' ; and the E nglish staring at them all. 
Towards the DOli, and especially towards its 
embouchure, TalLlm's are found in great num-
bel's; and this race of men appears in joumeying 
hence, westward, the \\hole way towards the 
Dnir·per, in .all the towns by the Sea 0/ Azrif; 
and in the Crimea, and throughout the dreary 
plains lying to thl; north of that Peninsula. 

All the South of Ru,sia, from the Dnieper to G.neDI 
I d 

Yiew of the 
tIe J7olga, an even to the territories of the South of 

Kirgissian and T',ibet Taktars, with all the North R."i •. 

of the Crimea, is one fiat uncultivated desolate 
waste, fonning, as it were, a series of those 
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deserts bearing the name of STEPP!!S. The 
very earliest adventurers from the civilized 
parts of Europe to these remote and barbarous 
region~, found the country exactly as it now 
aplX'ars. A faithful description of its features 
occurs' in the narrative of IV. de Rubrtt9uis, who 
was employed as a missionary about the middle 
of the thirteenth century' . "We journeyed," 
,;ays he, "towards the Ea!t, with no other 
ohjects in view than earth and sky, and occa· 
,.;iona1ly the Rea upon our rigbt (which i~ called 
the Sea if T(J1l(lls), and moreover the sepulchre~ 
of the Coman;; these ~eemed about two lea!{ll('~ 

• 
distant. construrted according to the mode of 
burial which characterized their anceMtofs:' 

\VIIat thl' land of the Coman; was, is clearly 
IBccrtained hy the Voyage of the Amba~sador 
from Pope Ilt/weent the Fourth to Ta},tary, in the 
ycar 1246, as taken ont of the thirty-second 
hook of thc Speeuillm lIistor;ale of V,lIcentil./s 

iJeluac(,llsis ' . "We journeyed thr<Jugh the 

! I) if JbumU4 u;o VU5U' uritDt~nl, Dillli viJenttl IIi" cttlum rt 
le-rtam, rt alifluando oUlre .d dtl:trnm, quod didtur Mar"e Tr.utm. tt 

rti ... ,epuJtu,.. Comlllt«UlJI .. que apJJ8tebaot Dobis. duahut J~uei~. 
~ecuodum quod lolebant parenteJ. eurum ureJjri .imuJ." JWee-rQ" 
"';11111 II'. de Hdl'fllJu;U, auuu I i5a. See Hff.I.,t. vaJ. I. p. 80. 

(~) U (balD", autem per terram Com.!lOrum, 'Iue tota est plana. 

d Rumh~a qu~tuor babet m.,na. Primum .p~Uatur Neper (Bery •• 
\bMle<l1; M'!eUndUl1l arpeitaLur DOQ (TauI,Is) \ t.e:rUura dititur Voir_ 
{Jlha l ; 1uat1um aominatur J:1l'«~ tRh)"OJuu.,) ." rb. p. 47 . 
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country of the, Comani : this is all flat, and has CHA\,. 
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four grcat rivers. The first is called Neper ,"' ........ oJ· 

(Borysthenes) ; the second is called J)qn (TanaJs) ; 
the third is named Volga (Rha) ; the fourth is 
denominated Jae~ (Rhymnus)." Thus it appears 
that the Comani, the ancestors of the Cossaclu, 

• had established themselves as far to the west-
ward as the Dnieper, before the middle of the 
tb!rteenth century ; and eonsiderable light is 
thrown upon a very obscure part of antient geo
graphy by the documents thus afforded. TV. de 
RuI.'T1uluis himself, in another passa~e of his 
Itinerary. extends their limits as far westward as 
the Danube; and says, that the whole couutry. 
from this river to the Tanats, was inhabited by 
them. The western part was called Casaria. 
the country of the Cazars. Ca.,sars, or CossflCks. 
8S they are now called. Nothing can be more 
/,tithful than the account he has left of these vast 
~olitudes. where there is neither wood. nor 
mountain, nor stone ' . 

( ~) "T~udt'b:\mll" re('t~ in orit'otrDl n quo e.r.ivinlul prrdictam 
1'1'".;\'11)010.00 ((uar;tr, habrntes mare ~j meridiem, t't ''0#''''' ..utrtdi
nt1R ad a41uiloMtn : quae durat per wi,inti dietu alicubi in iatitudine : 
10 qua ""lin ut IJ/IIHJ, .... U ... 1IIkNU, ,.,,1,., ¥ . Herba est opu.... 
lu hac .oltbant pMC1!'re o.a.;, qui diculltlU' eo"cAat. A Teutollttlit 
'ero diruntar "'.'n,.;, e1 ,,""iDe •• r"...... Ab uidOl'O UN dicit ... ,. 
Uullline :rabAi usque &cl pUadet Mcotidia do DauubiuCIl AIatiA. Et 
dural .. tufa in Ieocitlllliae • Da.uWo talq" TaaaHu. ... q1alle tot. 
iDhabltabatur a. c.-n.u." lfMl.,t, tJel. I. Po 10. 

VOL. r. '2 D 



402 VOYAGE DOWN THE DON, 

CHAP. The Tantars near to the Sea of Azqfare a small 
XIV. 

I • I race of men, but not so ugly as to answer to the 
Taht;Jr~. f descriptions given 0 them. They disfigure them-

.A""It'nic", 
Merchallts 
of XaJ..lil
IIu'IJ.J,I! . 

selves very much by pressing their ears forward 
with the lower rim of their caps, from their 
tenderest infancy: in consequence of this prac-,. 
tice, their ears protrude from the sides of their 
heads, and front the spectator. Some of those 
who passed us at Nahhtshivan looked fearfully 
wild, appearing in the rude and perhaps primeval 
dress of the first shepherds of the earth. 
Their bodies were almost naked : over their 
shoulders were loosely saspended the undressed 
fleeces of their sheep, fastened with a single loop 
in front. Upon their heads, and about their loins, 
they had a covering of the same nature; and 
upon their feel they wore those sandals of lindell
bark of which a representation has been given 
as a Vignette to the Tenth Chapter of this 
Volume. A similar costume is sometimes repre
sented upon the Grecian terra-cottas, and it i~ 

also exhibited by the sculpture of Anlient 
Greece ' 

NaRhtshivan offers an example of that enter
prising commercial spirit which is characteristic 

( I) AmoDg' the earthen VUf'5 described and publisbed at Naple •• 
tbere it a co#U",t of rhis kind, upon a male figurt, who i, t.lelineated 
cbeckjJjg "t'''' (uriulU lIone" 
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XIV. of Al'menian merchants. They are not naturally 
a lively race of men. The Armenians are almost '"," __ .,.. ... ' eJ 

as grave as the Turks, and they have all the 
boorishness of Dutchmen; ill-OIDuch, that this i~ 
a common saying with European merchants in 
Const(mtinople; "A sportive Arlgeninn is as awk-
ward as a dancing bear." Yet, instigated by 
commercial speculations, these men traverse all 
countries, and overcome surpriging obstacles; 
frequently making journeys to lrldia, and to the 
most distant regions of the earth. Their com
modities and their manufactures, as far as we 
were enabled to judge of them, appeared to be 
7hrkislt, and of a nature to find a ready sale in 
Axa.,! and in TcherkasR. They supply all the 
fairs of the neighbouring provinces; and these 
fairs afford the most extraordinary sights in 
Rurope, because they are attended by persons 
from almost every nation. There is scarcely a 
nation, civilized or barbarous, which has not its 
representative at' the fairs which are held along 
the Sea cif A%of, and upon the Don; but parti-
cularly at the great fair of JS'ahhtshivan. The 
Hamarobii of Herodotus then make their appear-
ance, as in the 4ays of the historian; travelling 
in vehicles, the coverings of which are their tents 
by night, and tilts for their cars by day'. Such 

(2) ~te tlll! l 'tg'Vt'r t, tbk o.,tn . 

. '2 U '1 
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CIl.lP. moveable dwellings may be noticed in all the 
XIV. 

'-' ..... , ...." territories of the TaAtars. 

We entered the quarter where the shops are 
stationed. It is a very lofty covered street, or 
cloister, surrounding a square, after the manner 
of the Palms Royal at Paris. Every trade has 
its peculiar station assigned, as in the bazar. of 
Constantinople; and, according to tht, rule ob
served in Oriental hazars, the floor of each shop 
is made level with the counter; the dealers 
sitting at their work, as in Turkey, with their 
legs crossed beneath their bodies. The shops 
were all well stored, and a rapid sale was going 
on. Their owners, in many instances, were really 
]'lohammedans, who manufactured slippers. sar:
dais, and boots, III coloured leather. Among other 
tradesmen, we observed tobacconislq, pipe
makers, clothiers, linen-drapers, grocers, butch
ers, baker,;, blacksmiths, silk-mercers, dealers 
in Indian shawls, &e. Their bakers make bread 
of a very superior quality. According to a salu
tary AsiaJic custom, it is publickly made, and 
publiekly baked; 80 that the whole process of 
preparing the most important . article of food 
is open to the inspection of e very one. 
The crowd passing before their shops re
sembled a masquerade, where the costly 
embroidered vestments of rich Armenian mer-
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XIV. 
hides covering wild TaMars, the long furred \ , • 
pelisses of the Turks, the military, but simple, 
garb of the Cossacks, the uncouth uniform of 
the Russian police, and the greasy trappings 
(If the Ca/mucks. 

We viRited a Turkish coffce-house, the most 
favourite rendczvous of the inhabitants. On 
the right hand as we entered, and upon a raised 
floor likc the counters used by English tai
lors. were squatted a number of merchants, 
reclining upon cushions. with long pipes in 
tllt'ir hand s. smoking, and drinking coffee. As 
we joincd tl)(' party. we were presented, ac
('ording to the usual custom, with kindled pipes 
(having tuhes made of the wood of the eherry
tree, tipped with amber), a small Clip of coffee, 
and a bit of wood of aloes; this, being put 
into the bowl of each pipe, exhaled a refreshing 
and pleasing fragrance. In a corner of the 

(I ) The (o)B,lumt> or tM Arat'Jlia .. orn~D of "'wtrac1tart is tbe riebest 

ill R.mu. It is tiurpri"1lI' n.t tbey sustain the weiJbt of their dlUL 
Tbt fint, or inuer robe , i, or silk and fOld; t.M wcond, of blatt. 
\'clvet, heavily la,ltn .ith guld aDd pe.uJ!;. The third, or outer nit, 
lA ~U'lort nf mallsive ruhl, io JIODderous embrnidery, witb large pJd 
kaobl. cold hultt"'S, raid tal~k, rold trince. &'-. arc. The turbo 
it wbite, baup ovtr the len. lboul.ler, and toP('ul, the fact'. ueep\. 
\be DOte aDd eye.. l.'bt 00'1 hair di'~losed il oIten ,..; two thick. 
loeb, on" on ClUb .~e, heme btcul,.at iA froat btfore the tan. 
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apartment stood a vase, containing blossoms of 
the large Iris. called, in England, Ftewer de luce . 

It sen'ed as a kind of sign to the box whereon 
it was placed, in the lid of which was a small 
hole to recci\'e the contributions of those who 
had received refreshments in the house. Some 
Turk" who werc prest'nt, Reemed really to be 
breathing fumes of tobacco. The.v inhaled 
large quantities of smoke upon their lungs, 
and. after rt'taining it there until their features , 
became distended with suppressed respiration, 
yieldt'd back curling volumes, as from a ('him· 
ney. through their nostrils, their mouth, and 
their ears'. 

According "0 Pallas', the origin of the Am,e

nian establishment at Nakhtshit'ctn was the em;· 
gration of the inhabitants of the Crimea, when 
Suvar,!! withdrew with the Ru.'sian troops. and 
pea~e was concluded with the Talllar.,. At 
that time the most opulent Armenian mechanics 
and merchants, together with the major part of 
the Christia>! inhabitants, upon whom the whole 
of the productive induRtry and commerce of 
the Peninsula depended, left the Crimea late in 

(I) The am~, I&.tH1 other Orintlctl \I.tiou~ , perforate the drum or 

their ears (or tbis purpose. It is nul huwe~er commOD ror r..-.l.r tu 
ulld~rgo that opt·ratiull. 

(2) Travels throubh the Southern Provinces, &-c. Vol. I. p. "76. 
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the autumnal season. The Empress ordered 
proper buildings and accommodations to be 
prepared for their reception upon the Don; but 
the Russian commissaries took especial care to 
convey into their own pockets the Inoney 
allowed to complete the .work.according to the 
intentions of their sovereib'll. When the Arme
nian colony arrived, they found a parcel of 
miserable huts, constructed in the most expe
ditious and most wretched manner. These 
have since been converted into neat and 
comfortable dwcllings: many of them are of 
limp-stone, and they are covered with tilcs: in 
the manufacture of these tiles, as well as of 
earthenware in general. the inhabitants are very 
skilful. Other Armenian settlements, belong
ing tn the same district of Rast'!f, are in the 
neighbourhood, and all of them in a flourishing 
state. The Armenians arc much respected in 
the country; their industry, their sobriety, 
and their general moral conduct, render them a 
most important acquisition to the Russian em
pire. Their whole population, however, in
cluding persons of both sexes, and all the 
Armenian settlements in the district, does not 
amount to eight thousand '. 

(S) Palku .. tlm.teo It at 7000. Ibid. p • .eo. 
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Again embarkmg upon the Don, we pro
ceeded from NallhlSiUvan to the fortre~s olf St. 
Demetry Rastof, about a mile lower down the 
river'. It was a place of great importance 
when the Turkish. frontier was nearer. The 
Don is here muejl broader and deeper: ir. con
sequence of this. the vessels from Woranelz, 

unfit to encounter the sea, are broken up, and 
their eargoe., the product of Rw;sia, sh. pped 
on board lighters and small vessels, and seut 
to Taganrog, to load the vrs"els lying in the 

(I) Mr. Hrlm' performed a jouruey lrom Taga"'Ylg to Rtul'li loy 
laml. HIS uhU'f'ations cOllcerulng tbe lalt. ... r pillce art' thl:rcfort~ Ile~ 

c uliady approl'riatE', aun SE- rve t!l suprly the ll('(iI' ien("y of our (.O .... n . 

.. Hel"e It I~ that the hark. (!"Oln Von,net/. are broken up. and tbe 
goods clllhar"eJ (ronl Ta~allrog'. Wt' 1'8 " about sixty li( htNi I)iug 

in the nYU, hl8ll y large eo .ug:b to pt"rfnrm the "u)age to Arahat. 
Some of the~ .. , wlu"b we poillted out, thf'y told U~ ball made "oya~eI; 
aU tbe ..... ay tu <...alfa. Then~ is a larg(' brewery, producing ,ery tlett.~l~ 
able beer aua porter. The dl!tiJlerit'i are numerous, Bud, if we UII. 

derstoou right, ray tlO dull.:J. unles~ ~enl inhllld. The bs.nkl of tbe 
1>on are con'red ahove by vineyards. and below loy stlllkmg Sudak. a 
large wbite 65:'1, drymg in the IUO. FI~b are ('sught III gn'st ilhulI~ 

daoce aod ,·arie.y. The pri.ncipal kincl<; aTe. Beluga. Sturg~n. Stet

let. and Sudak. TMre are aho myriads of l'ru ,,~iaQ Carp. which, with 
all the refuse fish, are heaPed up in grt'at dll.ll1l1~ smonS' the black 
circular tents of the {.almud.5. The ('os.a~s ray no duty on nIt, 
if it be for their own ('onsumption. The fortren is ju,t above tbe 
to"lI; it is eJ.teDliive. but ill situated. In It is a UDall garriaon. aoet 
a school kept by an old Frt'Dchman of the name of Andre. Ho:! had 
about twt'nty pupi1~. who wt're tang-ht Frencb, German, writing, and 
r;eocrapby. Tbey were aU very little boys. We had 8 letter to the 
Master, and f(.luud an old mau in a ,heep.skln. which would hal'(' 

turned the stomach of a~'" IittiDJ' dowu to dinner "itb htl 
flock." HeW. MS. Ju.nud. 
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roads. off that place. The Governor. both of C~~t~· 
Awf and of Ta~anrog. resides at Rastif; al- .... ' -... _.",' 
though those places hav" each their superior 
resident officer. who is called Commandant. 
Rastnf is garrisoned by Russian troops. We 
found it in a deplorable state o,f ncglect. The 
Cn.uark, of the Don claim the territory upon 
whi"h th.. I"rt is built. as well as of the land 
where th" A.meT/ian settlem"nts in its vicinity 
are founded. We could learn no other reason 
for thi, . than that these CossacRs have the carc 
of con" ,,!'!in): the mail. Indeed. the generality 
of them seemed to consider their land as limited 
by a boundary between ;'XflY and Nakht,l.imTi. 
J n an empire. so little settled as that of 
Ru.,,,ia. whose "outhern frontier is continually 
ad van"in~ , hy encroachments daily made upon 
the territories of other nations. the limits of 
any particular province arc not likely to con-
tinue long the same. Other travellers may pos-
sibly arrive. and find the whole race of Don 
Cossacks moved. and planted upon the sides of 
Caucasus: and those of the Black Sea. the 
Tchernomorski, so lately carried from the Dnieper 
to the banks of the Kuban, may then be found 
repelling the incursions of the Persians and 
the Afghans. upon the southt'rn shores of the 
Caspian. 
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VOYAGE DOWN THE DON, 

Pursuing our delightful voyage with ,'cry 
favourable weather, we advanced tows,rds Azqf; 
and as we continued sailing, with EUROPE on 
our right hand, and ASIA on our lcft', rctlectlons 
wcr~ excited which contrasted the refinement, 
the .cience. the f:ommerce, \he power, and the 
influence of the one, wilh the sloth, the super
stition, th~ effcminacv. the barbarism, and the . ' 
ignorance of the other. Onc fact, at least, 
may be derived from a general survey of Eu
rope; namely, that there cxists in no part of it 
a savage people. as fixed inhabitants. Every 
part of Em'npe is civilized, If the !'agny TaMar', 
the ,vandering- en/mucR, 01" tht' 1lomadc LajJ
lander, he considered a~ helonging to a savage 
race, which is nc,'crtheless humane, it should 
be obsen'cd, th,,~ these tribes are peculiar to 
no particular territory, but that they lead, like 
tbe more ferocious gipsy, a vagrant lifc. It is 
common to hear nations, which arc situate 
remote from our observation, branded with an 
imputatiQll of barbarism; yct it ought to be 
confessed, that the p easant of Ireland, the smuggler 

of England, or the jJoissarde of France, is alto
gether as unenlightened, more inhuman, and 
possesses more of savage ferocity, than either 

(I) .. Quiqu~ dUM terras A.iam Cadmique IOtorem 

Separat, et cunUi inter utraJ1lque f.cit. .. 
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the Laplander, the Tahtar, or the Calmuck. As 
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for the agricultural Laplander, the mountaineer \ -, 
of Norway, and the mhabitants of the north of 
Sweden, there does not exist a better disposed, 
or a more benevolent people. 

Several villages are scattered along the banks 
of this river; but they consist chiefly of 
wretched hovels, constructt'n of reeds and 
flags gl'owin~ in the shallows of the Don: 
havinl( these objects only in view, the traveller 
is presented with scenery which answers to the 
description g-iven of the wigwams and the 
waters of Alllerica. Soon after we had passed the 
fortress of Rasto.f, we saw, as we looked back 
towards the East, the whole of the settlements 
UpOIl the northern tUde of the river, including 
those of Rastof, of Nahhtshivan, and of :'ray. 
Here the Don is divided by the channel bearing D; .. , ;". '" 

the name of The Dead Dallaetz; and the high d.d), •• 

lands, upon which those towns are stationed, 
continue to form the northern bank of that 
branch of the river. We sailed along the main 
current, which flows, after this separation, 
through a very flat and marshy country. The T umu\;. 

only objects interrupting the uniformity of the 
landscape are those antient sepulchres alluded 
to in the passage eited from Rul'TIlquis'. We 

l2)8e<p. _ . 



41:! \,OYAGE OOWN THE DON, 

(,IHI'. endl'a\'oured to delin"atc a remarkable groupe 
XI\'. 

'-.,.,_' of them, conRisting of five tombs, much larger 
than any of the others near the river; the.e 
have always borne the appellation of The Fiv~ 
Brothers. They are upon the European side. 
If 1'1<,1"111/' p"gitifll) of the flexion if t,le Tanall 
can be reconciled with the site of that remark
able deyiation of the ri"er which is called the 
" Dead DIl"ae!::," these tombs mig-ht be con
sidered as the actual monuments alluded to by 
him', under the nallle of tliP AI.TARS of A'.EX
ANDER. The (3Wf-OI, or .1llllrs of the ell'pRs, 
were called Allaria by the R{)m lin~ , ul' Ultlludl7JC, 

from their being- raised high above the ground i. 
In low flat cOllntrie" wli<-re there were neI
ther mountains nor hill" they raised artifirial 
ascents for their altars. But sacrifices wer" 
ottimd upon the sepulchres of the dea<.l, as upoo 
altar': and, cunsistently with this practice, 
All'xander paid Iii .. ';','I'S, and performed rites, 
upon the tombs of A chille., and of Ajax', when 
he invaded Asia, and landed upon the Plain 'If 
Troy; anointing with perfumes the If'~M'' 
placed upon them, accurding to the cu"tom of 
the age. The "arne geographer places the 

(I) ·T .... )i"" 'IinUll'OCIHH ~ 7.M,;1. .,.~'n(.....,...,,1 ... • ~ 
>t ... aONOI. Plo/em. G«IBr, W . Iii. c. 5. 

(i) .. Altar .• ab altitudiM dicta .uat, q-W ADtlqui diil .uperi. iD 
edi6ci" i\ terrA. ewtatia .. eta t.ciebuat." S~.rt. P .. ,. F.II. '" 
,"",,6. Rg",ficat~. 

(.3) Diodor. Sic. lib. nii. See a1aG Cbaudler.llium, p.70. 
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ALTARS of CA;:8All yet nearer to the position of CHAP. 
XIV. 

these tombs. To one or other of them they will 10.' ...... _ 

probably hereafter be referred. In the mean 
time, until we have better knowledge of the 
country, and of its antiquities, we must leave 
their real hiijtory undecided. 

Among the various tribes dwelling near the 
mouths of the Don and in the neighbourhood 
of R'lSt<if, tlte 'Tahtars arc the most numerous: 
Many absurd reports were in circulation concern
ing the danger of venturing among them. At 
Rastn!; in particular, we heard some fearful tales 
of robbers, and of the banditti of the steppes; but 
had every reason to belicye that all such stories 
were without \oundation. 

The long·expected view of Az'lf at last pre
sented itself before our eyes, making a conspi
cuous and considerable appearance, and some
what corresponding with the false ideas we had 
entertained of its importance. Its imaginary 
consequence, however, as a fortress, vanished 
the moment we arrived; for nothing can be 
more wretched or insignificant. The figure it 
Las made in the wars between Russia and 
Turhy has given it a place in our maps and 
gazetteers; although the meanest hanuet of 
KamchQJ~a might dispute with it a title to 

Fortl't'5S 
andVillage 
of ~of. 
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CHAP. notice. A handful of troops, aided only by their 
XJV. 

'-_ .... _ ' bayonets, might take pORsession of it at any 

City or 
T ..... :i,. 

time. The garrison consists of a few worn-out 
Russian invalids. The works, if such they may 
be called, are abandoned to decay, and they 
arc situate belo~ the yillage; so that, in the 
event of an attack, there are sevenl heights 
which would command them. The village itself 
stands upon a high ridge, and upon its lower 
extremity is situate the fortress. From the 
heights we had a view of the entrance of the 
D on into the Sea 'If A uif', and plainly discerned 
the town of Taganrog, across the water. The 
mines of the fortress have been described as 
very extensive, and con,iderable excavations 
mi:;ht be observed under the whole of the ram
parts ; but no use is now made of them, and 
indeed the otfiCHs of the garrison were ignorant 
for what purpose many of them were originally 
designed. All that remains of the Turkish for
tification is a part of a wall, nuw a mere ruin. 
The inhabitants shewed to us an old rampart 
raised by PETER THE GREAT, upon the opposite 
side of the river, a. it was nsed by him when 
he besieged the place. 

It has been generally supposed that the 
notient city of Tana ... existed either npon the site 
of A znf, 01' in its immediate vicinity: we were 
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particular in our inquiries concerning the site of ' CHAP. 
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it, both among the officers of the garrison and \ ._ 
the other inhabitants. We also made such 
research as t)le time allowed us would permit; 
but not a trace of any former city could be dis
covered, neither had there ever been observed, 

• as a vestige, any of those remains which infal-
libly indicate the cities of the Greeks. Of these, 
broken pottery, as the most usual, owing to its 
incorruptible nature, almost always serves to' 
point out the locality of Gre('ian citie., even 
when medals and other marks of their topogra
phy have not been found. It is natural to con
clude, that if the Greeks ever built a city upon 
this branch of the DaTI, it must have stood near 
to its banks, and not at any distance from the 
water. But the site of Auif is the only spot 
near the river where it has been possible to 
build. The rest IS all a swamp, even the reeds 
of which are annually inundated. To the east, 
the south, and the south-east, the interior of the 
country exhibits a parched and barren desert: 
the rest is all one vast morass, consisting of 
deep fens and water. If, then, upon the more 
elevated soil, which affords a foundation to the 
f"rtress and to the present village of Azof, 
such a city as Tanau once stood, the immense 
excavations carried on by the !hodems, from 
time to time, in the ionnation, and the reparation, 
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CHAP. 1Uld the destruction of the citadel, must have 
XIV. 

• , brought to light some relic of hlltiquity; 
either medals, or weapons, or vases, or sepul
chres : yet, in no instance, has there ever been 
obsen·ed a single vestige or remnant of any 
former settlement, except the citadel originally 

• 
lounded by the Turhs. Some of the senior offi-
cers, who were well informed concerning every 
thing that had happened here since thE time of 
PETER THE GREAT, and among others the Com
ma1Ulant, declared that nothing had ever been 
found of this description; and maintained, that 
in all the country about the place there was no 
mark of the existence of any former city. 
About fifteen years ago, some coins were dis
covered upon the shore of the Sea of Azof, fur
ther westward; out the characters upon these 
"oil13 were described to us as Indian, or Chinese: 
probably they were Tahtarian, or Turkish. If 

J~loh:l.t,l (' there ever did exist such a city as Tanats, we 
SltuaalJJl • h fi d h f . th 
of the City m)~ t expect to n t e traces 0 It at e 

of T" . L . extremity of that northern embouchure of the 
Don which was before mentioned, as bearing 
the very name the Greeks gave to the city, in 
the appellation Tdanaets, Danaetz. This channel 
we had no opportunity of exploring. Perhaps 
some future traveller will meet with more 
success in the inquiry; and to further it, wc 
have afforded him " due, in our Map of the 




