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the end of June: during the rest of the year,
the water is so low, that upon several of the
shallows it is not above eighteen inches deep®.
In the Spring floods it rises from sixteen to
eighteen teet, and the current is very rapid.
The principal rivers falling into it are, the
Danaetz, the Woronetz, the Choper, the Med-
véditz, and the Ilavia®; but there are others,
unnoticed hitherto by geographers, not perhaps
of equal importance, although entitled to a
place in maps of the country, owing to the
number of inhabitants found upon their shores.

About twenty miles below /Toronetz, close to
the river, near a town callel Kastinshoy, Gmelin
observed one of those deposits of fossil
elephants’ bones, of which there exist such
wonderful remains in Siheria, at the mouths
of nvers falling into the Iy Se«. These bones
are describedt as lying in the greatest disorder;
teeth, jaw-bones, ribs, vertebree, not mineralized,
but in their natural state, having only sustained
a partial decomposition®. The antiquities of the

(2) Lord Wintwortk's Account of Russia, p. i?0. Strawberry Hull,
edit. 1788,

(3) Tableau abrégé de 1'Empire de la Russie, par Ploschijecf, p-23.
Moscou, 1796,

(4) Journal des Savans Voyageurs, p. 24.
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Don are also worthy of a. more particular de-

‘——— scription than can now bc afiorded. A tradition

exists in the country, that Alexander the Great
passed the Don, and built a city, or a citadel,
upon the river, at a place called Zimlanskaia,
two hundred miles above the town of Tcherkask,
where the best Don wine is now made. Some
insignificant traces of such a work are still said
to be visible. At General Or/o/’s house were
two Stéle of marble, actually brought from
thence. The Cossacks are too little interested
in such matters to invent tales of this kind;
and they would do so the less where no
inquiry was made to instigate them. The infor-
mation, such as it is, was given spontaneously ;
and, indeed, the circumstances of their tradi-
tion are somewhat corroborated by reference
to antient history. The ITHAAI or Pillars' of
Alexander were, according to Ptolemy, In Asiatic
Sarmatia, and in the vicinity of the TZanais®.
The _Altars or BaMOI of Alexander were on the

(1) The Readcr will pardon the author’s reference to his acecunt of
the Cambridge Marbles, for a more particular deseription of the Monu-
mental Pillar called St£2; for this word having been almost always
improperly translated, has given rise to much error in our notions of
antient history,

(2) "Exizgove 0 xal wl pty "AAskdvdgov ZTHAAL, Plolomei Geogr. lib. v.
7. $64. Edit. Par. 1546.
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Luropean side of the river®: of these we shall Cxﬂx?ll.'

have occasion to spcak hereafter. We heard, ‘——~—
moreover, of coms of Alexander; but none were
to be seen. Perhaps, amoug the numerous
Greeks who reside in Tcherkask, both spurious
and genuine coins of Alexander may have becn
found, and thus have given fbundation to the
report. Of the marble Stéle, however, the
history 1s unequivocal; because General Orlof
himself, who possessed them, und who issued
orders for their removal from Zimlanskaia, gave
to us the intelligence. The boats upon the
Don exlubit the most antient form of vessel
uscd for navigation; that of a canoe, scooped
from a single tree, consisting of one picce of
timber: in this they move about with a single
paddie. Somectimes, as in the South Seas, they
join two ot those canoes by transverse planks
laid across, and so form a kind of deck, capable
of conveying considerable burthens®.  The
breadih of the river at Jzay, at this season of
the ycar, appeared to be at least half a mile.
The current is rapid, and even turbulenf. The
fishes caught in it are much too numerous to be
mentioned, as perhaps there is no river in the

(3) Prolemai Geogr. ilad. p. 142,
(4) See the Fegnetie to this Chapter, from a drawing by Mr. Heber.
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world affording a greater variety, or in greater
perfection. Among the principal are, the leluga,
the common sturgeon, the sterlet, sudak, trout,
Prus<ian carp, tench, pike, perch, water-tortoises, and
crawfish ot an enormous size. Some of the last,
equal in size to our lolsters, are caugit n great
abundance, by sfnking small cylindrical nets,
about six inches in diameter, baited with pieces
of salted fish. They sold at the rate of two-
pence ‘English) per hundred; and in certain
seasons of the year the same number may be
had for half that sum. The *eluga is the largest
eatable fish known. In the kidnevs of very
old lelugas are sometimes found calewli, as large
as a man’s fist. Professor Pallas gave us a
concretion of this nature, which Doctor Tennant
has since analyzed: 1t consists almost wholly
of phosphat of lime. The lower sort of people
keep these calculi as talismans, for the cure of
certain disorders. Strahlenlerg relates, that he
saw @ le/nga fifty-six feet long, and near cighteen
feet thick. In the Don they seldom exceed
twelve feet in length.  This fish, in its shape,
resembles the sturgeon.  One of the oldest fisher-
men upon the Don possessed a secret, coabling
him to ensnare the largest lfelugas; but he would
not communicate to any one his valuable dis-
covery. We saw him fishing at a considerable
distance from our boat, and could distinctly
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perceive Fhat he Plunged a hollow.cylmder A
vertically into the river, causing a noise under ‘compm—
water, like the bursting of an air-bubble: this

might be heard from the shore, un either side.

The appearance of Tcherkask, viewed from Ratrsgeili-
the river, affords a most novel spectacle. ;;:ﬁd.,f:.,r
Alth .ugh not so grand as Fenice, yet it some- flkan
what resembles that ¢ity.  The entrance to it
1¥ by broad canals, intersecting 1t in all parts.
Ou cach side, wooden houses, built on piles,
appear to float upon the water: to these the
mhabitants pass in boats, or by narrow bridges
anly two planks wide, with posts and rails,
forming a causeway to every quarter of the
town. As we sailled mto this city, we beheld
the vouneer part of i1ts inhabitants upon the Inhwi
housc-tops, «itting upon  the ridges of the e
sloping roofs, while their dogs were actually
running about and barkinz in that extraordinary
situation. During our approach, children leaped
from the windows and doors, like so many frogs,
into the water, and in an instant were seen
swimming about our boat. Every thing seemed
to announce an amphibious race: not a square
inch of dry land could be seen: in the midst
of a very populous metropolis, at least one half
of its citizens were in the water, and the other

half in the air. Colonel Papof conducted us to
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CHAP. the house of a General, the principal officer and
e Atamem of Tcherrask'.  This persen was a

merchant, and very rich. His house, like all
those we saw afterwards, was extremely ucat,
and clegantly furnished. Upon the walls of the
apartments were French and English prints:
among others, we noticed one, a very fine en-
egraving, taken from a picture of more than
common interest. It represented Rousseau, I
his last moments, desiring his bousekeeper to
open the window, that he nught once more
behold the face of Nature. The General, having
requested that we would accept of his services
while we remained e the city, appointed an
officer to attend us, to provide us with sen-
tinels, and whatsoever else might be deemed
necessary.

The town of Tcherkast 1s divided nto
eleven stanitzas. and contamns fifteen thousand
immhabitants. The number of houses amounts to
three thousand; allowing, upon the average,
five persons to each. This, from all we could
learn, is the true state of the population. Here

(1) ““ The internal government of Techerkask is exercised, under the
Ataman, by a Master of Police, and a Chancery of four persons. The
Police Master, and, on sutne solemn occasions, the Ataman, is distin-
guished by a large staff, with a silver fligree bead, resembling that of
a drum-major.” Fleber's MS. Journal.
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are seven churches; four built of stone, and CHM™

three of wood. One of the latter description St
is for Tuhtar worship, the 7Tahtars having a Buildings.
stanitza in  Tcherkask peculiar to their own
people. Their religion is Mahomedan; and their
church perfectly unadorned, being built with

the utmost simplicity, and containing only a

little recess, with a pulpit for the priest, and

a gallery for boys and young men. The elders

only enter the lower part of the building: this

" is covered with carpets; and, as in Zurkey, no

one is permitted to enter wearing boots or

shoes. Nevertheless, upon this sacred floor

they transact their commerce; for we found

a Tahtar squatted, casting up his accounts,

and writing, with all his commercial papers
around him.

The first church erected in Zcherkast was
founded by PeTER THE GREAT as an inscription
placed 1n the wall implies; but it has suffered
frequently from fire, as indeed have all the
other churches. It is now of stone; and con-
tains a handsome screcn, painted a bright
green colour, and richly gilded, as at 4zay.
They burn, moreover, green wax candles. In
this church are kept what they call their
regalia; applying this term to republican, rather Regalis.
than to regal, ensigns of distinction. These
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CHAT. were exhibited for our inspection, and consisted
‘e~ chieflv of presents from different sovereigns,
standards, and embroidered flags bearing the
Imperial arms; politie donations, serving as
memorials, lest the Cossacks might forget to
what empire they belonged. Here we saw
lances, fashionéd after the A\viatic manner, with
tufts of fine camel's hair hanging from the point.
Perhaps the origin of such an appendage may
be referred to those barbarous periods when
Oriental nations drank the blood of their ene-
mies. An mstrument ot the same form has
been already described: it is used by the
Calmucks, for drinking brandy; thev thrust a
small lance with a tuft of camel’s hair into the
stills containing the spinit they procure from
mare s milk, «nd squeeze the tuft mto the palm
of the hand, in order to drink what it has
thus absorbed'. With these lances were also
preserved silver-headed staves of their .ftamans;
illuminated and beautiful manuscripts, chiefly
certificates of the brave conduct of their people
in war, sent as testimonials by various sove-
reigns whom they had served; and a map of
their territory, by the hand of the late Empress
CarHeriNe. The standards she presented to

(1) See p 714 of this Volume.
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them are exceedingly costly. Great part of their CHAP-
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regalia was burned iu one of the terrible confla- ‘e’

grations to which their town Las been exposed ;
and among the things then lost, were some
presents from Perer Ttue Grear. There still
remained one of his gifts, very characteristic of
that extraordinary man. Among the rich staves
of ebony, silver-headed, and magnificently
adorned, which different sovercigns have sent
to be borne by the Ataman, there appearcd
one which was destitute of anv other ornaument
than what Nature had bestowed. Of this they
were more proud than of all the rest. It was
like the club we see usually represented with
the Figure of Hercules; that is to sav, of plan
unadorned wood, although covered with sturdy
knots, and calculated for the hands of a giant.
In the same church was also suspinded the
singular picture of « The Firgin with the Bleeding
Cheet,” but with a remarkable addition to the
usual representation. Below the figure of the
Firgin, a hand appeared painted of the natural
size, as if it had been cut off and fastened to
the picture: a knife also was placed by the hand.
They related, that a priest having struck a
picture of the Firgin, wounded her in the cheek,
which ever afterwards continued to bleed; but
immediately the blow was made, the hand of
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CHAP. the priest came off, and remained, with the

" knife, adhering to the picture.

There is another stone church in Tcherkast,
which suffered more recently from fire. About
four vears ago, the inhabitants undertook its
reparation, and erected a screen of great mag-
nificence, an astonishing piece of workmanship
for this part of the world. It is bult in the
Grecian taste, and consists of fourteen Corin-
thian columns, covered entirely with burnished
aold. There are, besides, Corinthian pilasters ;
also paintings in a more modern style, and more
pleasing than the stiff appcearance usually ¢xhi-
bited by such pictures in the Russian churches.

Almost all the other public edifices in 7iker-
kask are of wood. They are as follow :

1. The Cuaxcery, where the administration
of justice, and all other public business, 1s car-
ried on.—This building contains their papers,
records, and other documents. One room 1s
appropriated to their assembly for public de-
bates: this much resembles our House of
Commons. It contained the EmMpeERUR'S purtrait;
and it was more like bim than any we had seen.
When a general assembly is convened, it con-
sists of a President, with all the Generals,
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Colonels, and Staff-officers. Their Councils CHAP.
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relate not only to military affairs, but to all \cmpmmr

business which concerns the public welfare.

11. Another Court ot Justice, called Scraves-
NesuT, signifying ¢ Justice by Word.”—The as-
semblics here answer to our quarter-sessions.
Partics who have any disagreement come with
their witnesses, and stare their grievances.
Each receives a hearing,
18 decided.

111. The Pesric Acapemy @ here their youth
receive Instruction In  geometry, mechanies,
physics, geography, history, arithmetic, &c. &e.

1v. The Arorurcrirs Havr.

v. The Towx Harr of the eleven stanitzas
into which the town js divided.

and afterwards justice

vI. Six Prisons: tour of these are for males,
and two for females.—The prisoners are suffered
to go about mm their chains, for the purpose of
begging.

The Suors arc very numerous; they arc
kept chiefly by Greeks, and contain the produce
of Turkey; as pearls, cloth, shawls, tobacco,
fruit, &c¢. There are also two Public Baths;
and each stanitza has its respcetive tavern,
for liquors, brandy. wine, &c.; likewise its
traiteur, or cook’s shop, for victuals. Every
Saturday evenlhg a ceremouny takes place in all
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the churches, called « TV Lenediction of lread:"

——— upon these occasions, fire white loaves are

Origin of
the Cus-
s ks,

placed in the middle of each church; symbols
ot those with which Christ fed the multitude.
The people then pray, that, “ as with five loaves
he fed five thousand, he would vouchsafe a
sufficiency of corn in the country for the bread
of its inhabitants, and bless it for their use.”

It is uncertain whence a notion orieinated, -
that the Cossacks are of Polish orizin; but, as
it has become prevalent, a seasonable oppor-
tunity now offers to prove that it is founded in
error. The Cossacks have been acknowlea red,
as a distinct people, nearly nine hundred venrs.
Accordimg to Constantine Porphyrogenetes. they
were called Casacks In the age of that writer.
This name 1s found in the appellation of a tribe
residing near Caucasus. “ And bevond the Pa-
pagian country,” savs he', *“is the country
called Casachia; but beyond the Casarhs are
the summits of Caucasus.” Our countryman,
Jonas Hanway, calls the Don Cossacks “a spe-
cies of Tahtars®” Storch, who has written

(1) Ko aswlrs viis Tlagayios yasas irris % aon 57 Asyouwin KATAXIA,
avwfiv 31 vn; KATAXIAT a'er re Kavxdoiw tieh.  (onstantinus de Admi-
nistrond. Ioper. in fin. cap.abn. p. 133, Lugd. Bat, 1611,

(2) Hanuay's Travels, vol. 1. p.y7.



DON COSSACKS.

fully and learnedly on the subject, although he
admits the resemblance they bear to Tahtars, in
~their mode of life, constitution, and features,
insists that they are of Russian origin®. Scherer,
who has appropriated a work entirely to the
investigation of their history, and continually
inculcates the notion of their Polish origin,
nevertheless opens his work with an extract of
a different nature; but it has all the air of a
fable’. Itis taken from Nestor's Russian Annals.
A Russian Prince, and a Cossack Chief, at the
head of their respective armies, agree to deter-
mine their differences by a wrestling-match,
which ends m the assassination of the Cossack
by the Russian. This event 1s followed by the
subjugation of the Cossack territory®. To have
seen the Cossacks, and to have residded among
them, 1s sufficient to establish a convietion that
they have nothing in common with the Russians of
the present day, except the language they use.
Let us pay some attention at least to what they

2} Tableau Historique et Statistique de I'Empire de Russie, par
Sterch, Edit. Francaise, tom 1. p.55. See particularly p. T4 of the
Notes of that volue,

(3. Thev are often described as a branch of the Poles, who migrated
iu modern times to the marshes of the Don. The observation of Scherer,
concerning their language also, strengthens the nation of their Polish
origin : ** L.a langne des Cosaques est un dialecte de la Folonoise, comme
celle-ci Pest de U Esclavon.” Aunales de la Petite Russie, par Scherer,
tom. L p. 17, Purs, 1788,

(4) Scherer, Tubieau de ls Pctite Russie, tom. f. p. 9.

VOL. T. 98
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say of themselves. The Cossacks of the Don

= relate, that a party of their countrymen being

engaged in their usual occupation ¢f hunting,
near the range of Mownt Caucasus, met a number
of people, with whom they were unacquainted,
going towards ghe East; and having inquired
who they were, the strangers answered, that
they were emigrants from Poland, who had fled
from the oppression of their nubles, and were
proceeding to Persia, to join the troops of that
country against the Turks. The Cossacks told
them, they might spare themselves the trouble
of so'long a march in order to exercise hostih-
ties against the Zurks ; and persuaded the Poles
to return with them to the town of Tcherka '/,
where they would find an asylum, and whence,
in concert with their own forces, they might
attack the fortress of Azof. Assisted by thesc
auxiliaries, and with only four pieces of cannon,
all the artillery they possessed at that time,
they laid siege to 4zgf, which fell into the hands
of the allied army. From the circumstances of
this alliance, first enabling the Cossacks to make
a figure among the nations®™t war with Turkey,
may have been derived the erroneous notion of
their having migrated from Poland. The Cossacks
of the Don, according to the account the best
instructed give of their own people, (and they are
much better qualified to write their own history
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than any of the Russian Academicians,)are a mix-
ture of various nations, principally of Circassians,
Malo-Russians, and Russians, but also of Tuhtars,
Poles, Greeks, Turks, Calmucks, and Armenians.
In the town of 7cherkask alone, and in the same
street, may be seen all these different people at
the same time, each in the habit peculiar to his
own nation. A considerable proportion of the
mhabitants have ever been refugecs from Turkey,
Greece, or from other countries. Concerning the
original establishment of Tcherkask, they relate,
that it was founded by refugecs from Greece,
to whom the people of Azof denied admission,
and who, in consequence, proceeding farther up
the river, came to this island, where they made
a settlement; giving to the place a name derived
from the people upon whose fronticr it was
situate, and with whom they afterwards were
intermingled. The name of the town, although
pronounced TcHerkasky, 1s written TcHER-
KasK, implying ‘“ The small village of the
Tcherkas,” pronounced gencrally Tcherkess, or,
as we write it, Circassians. Thus, from a small
settlement of rovers, augmented principally by
intercourse with the neighbouring Circassians,
has since accumulated, like a vast qvalanche, the
immense horde of the Cossacks: Before the
middle of the tenth century, they had already
teached the frontier of Po/and, and had com-
BB 2
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menced an intercourse with the people of that

‘e~ country: this was often attended with an aug-

mentation of their horde by the settlement of
Polish emigrants among them. Their first notable
armament is said to have been in the year 948",
when the Greek Emperor employed them as
mercenaries in his war against the 7urks. From
their address in archery, their neighbours had
given them the name of Chozars, and Chazars :
under this latter appellation they are frequently
mentioned by Constantine Porphyrogenctes, and
their country called Chazaria®. The Greek
Emperor, for the services they rendercd, sent
them, with assurances of protection, and recom-
mendatory letters, to the Polish Sovereign,
requesting that, in future, their appellation
might be Cossacks, and not Chozars®. As to the
origin of that name, some will have it to be
derived from a 7ahtar word signifving .1 armed
man* ; others, from the sort of sabre they use;
others, from aword which sienifies @« Rover ; others
again pretend, that the Po/es called them Cossachs
from a word in the Polish language implying
a Goat, because they formerly wore the skins
of that animal®. Scherer, objecting to this last

(t) Scherer, Tablecau de la Petite Russie, tom. 1. p. 67,

(2) See Const. Porphyrogenetes, cap. 10, 12, 13, 39, &c.

(3) Scherer, ibid. p.71.

(4) Storch, Tableau de la Russie, tom. 1. p. b5.

(5) Sce ** A Discourse of the Original of the Cossachs,” by Edward
Lirewn, p. 1. Lond. 167 2.
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derivation, substitutes another still more frivo- CxHﬁ\lf';
lous, and maintains it to have been taken from ‘e
Kossa, a small promontory®. In this wild pur-
~uit of etymology, we might also affirm, that
Casaca, in Spanish, signifies precisely the sort
of coat they wear, answering to our English
word Cassock’, did not Peyssonnel much more
rationally, and perhaps incontestably, explain
the origin of their appellation. ¢ The land of
the Chazacks,” says he®, * formed a part of that
country now denominated Circassia, properly so
called. In this district of Chazakia, according
to my opinion, we ought to seek the origin of
the Cossacks of the present day.” Thi- obser-
vation 18 actually confirmed by facts already
related, and by the extract from Constantine
cited in a former page: although so general
became the migrations of this people, that their
colonics now extend from the banks of the
Dnieper to the remotest confines of Sileria.
According to their different emigrations and
settlements, they are at present distinguished
by the various names of Malo-Russian Cossacks,
Don Cossacks, Cossacks of the Black Sea, of the

(6) Scherer, Tableau de la Russie, tom. L. . G7.

(7) See Letters concerning the Spanish Nation, by the Rev. E. Clarke
(the author’s father), p. 328 '

(8) Ohservutions Bistoriques, &e, sur les Peuples Barbares, par
Deyssonmet, p. 125, Payis, 1765,
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Folza, of Grelenskoy, of Orenlurg, of the Ural

‘e _Alps, and of Siteriu; where they have received

Causes of
their fu-
Credsd.

yet other appellations, and reach even to the
mountains of China, and to the Eastern Ocean.
It is necessary to confine our attention to the
principal hive, whence, with httle exception,
all those swarms have migrated.

Nothing has contributed more to augment
the nation of the Don Cossacks, than the freedom
they enjoy. Surrounded by systems of slavery,
they offer the singular spectacle of an increasing
republic: like a nucleus, putting forth its roots
and ramifications to all parts of an immense
despotic empire, which considers it a wise
policy to promote their increase, and to gua-
rantee their puvileges.  As they detest the
Russians, a dav may come, when, conscious of
their own importance, they will make their
masters more fully sensible of their power'.
A sage regulation in their military constitution,
from a very early period, induced them to grant
all the privileges they enjov to all prisoners
of war who were willing to settle among them.

(1) After chightly noticing their most important revolte under Razin
and Bonleren, towards the cnd of the seventeenth, and in the begin-
ning of the eighteenth century, Storch observes, ** L'histoive de cev
rebellions est assez 1ateressunte pour occuper un de mos historiens mio-
dernes."—See p. 36 of the Notes to Storck’s Tableau de la Russir,
tom. 1.
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Thus, from the success attending their mcur; Cxli?lf"
sions, their numbers have rapidly increased. ‘esmmm
In the year 1579, they made their appearance,
for the first time, in the Russian armies®. In
1734, their carliest colonies were established
upon the /o/ga. About the same time, another
colony marched towards the Teret, and settled
there. Towards the middle of the last century,
a detachment fixed theiwr 1esidence along the
banks of the Samara, the Ui, and the Lra/, as
far as the Alrgisian frontier. But by much the
most pewerful detachment from the original
hive is ecstablished upon the shores of the
Caspian, at the mouth of the Ural river: it left
the Don in the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and has since been augmented by sub-
sequeat emigrations from  the parent stock.
This branch of the Don Cossacks joined in the
rebellion under Pugatchef. In order to annibi-
late the memory of their revolt, the Russian
Government prudently changed their name,
which had hitherto been, Cossacks of the Jaik,)
together with the name of their capital/, and of
ithe river upon which thev resided’.

The most remarkable branch of the Don
Cussacks has been established i1 Siteria. It

(2) Storch, tom. I. p. GR.
3) Ihid. p. 33,
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rd{lli\rr' began its march towards the Fast in the six-
—— teenth century. A troop of between six sind

seven thousand, under the conduct of their
Ataman, Jermak, penetrated into Permia, and
made the discovery of the country to which
we commonly apply the appellation of Sileria.
Their adventures, and those of their Chief,
might lay the foundation of a very interesting
romance ; but we may despair of seemng it con-
stitute a portion of history. They bad gained
the heights of the Ural Alps, when the appear-
ance of vast deserts, tenanted by an unkrowa
and savage people, somewhat intimidated the
enterprising rovers. Jermak, full of zeal, ha-
rangues lus little army. They descend the
mountains ; defeat and drive before them a
host of Taktar.; pursue their conquests even
to the Tolol, the Irtysch, and the Of; and termi-
nate their surprising march by the subjugation
of all the tribes dwelling between the Ural and
Altaic Chain. Unable, from the losses they had
sustained, and the obstacles they had yet to
surmount, to maintain possession of such exten-
sive territory, they were compelled to humble
themselves before the Russians. In 1581, Jermak
made the cession of his conquests, by formal
capitulation, to the 7sar Joan, who, in consi-
deration of the important services he had
rendered to the empire, not only pardoned him,



DON COSSACKS.

but even recompensed his extraordinary talents
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and courage'. Thus was Siberia added to the ‘e

extensive possessions of Russia, by a Cossack of
the Don; whose achievements were only less
illustrious than the boasted victories of an
Alexander, because no historian was found to
record them.

We have carried the history of the Don
Cossacks back to the period when they first
formed an establishment upon the Don. The
foundation of Tcherhask, from their own ac-
count, 18 attributed to the settling of some
rovers, probably exiles from Greece. The shores
of the Sea of Azof, and of the Black Sea, were,
in very early ages, what America, and more
recently New Holland, has been to Great Britain.
‘The Greeks sent thither many of their exiles;
and the custom was continued among the Romans,
as appears by the banishment of Ouid. The
opinion, thercfore, of the Cossacks, concerning
the foundation of 7cherkask, 1s not without
support, even in antient history. With regard
to their own origin, as a nation, there is every
rrason to consider it, for the most part, Cir-
cassian ; and, as such, the analogy with Poles or
Russians, instead of leading us te deduce the

{1) Storck, tom. 1. p.76.

Founda-
tion of
their Capi-
tal.
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CHAP- origin of the Cossacks from them, should rather
“———guide us to the parent stock, whence the Sclavo-
vian, the Polish, the Prussian, the Muscovitish,
Bohemian, and Transylvanian people and lan-
guages were severally derived. All the antient
historians and geographers confirm the truth of
its march from Media, through the Straits of
Cancasus, towards the Tanaws, and round the
Euvaine. Its first colonies were called Sarma-
tians : the earliest account of whom is given by
Herodotus : who places them between Caucasus
and the Tanan'. The defite of Cancasus has
been celebrated in all ages, offering the only
passace throuvh that otherwise impenetrable
barricr. It bore the appellation of the Pyrsz
Sanviatic, from the SarmaTxe, who first
passed through it: Sax being, according to
Bochair, thie Eastern mark of deseent; as Sar-
aapal, Sar-mMaTx; that is to say, ¢ CHILDREN
of the Mepes®  “ Diodorus Siculus,” observes
the rcvered author cited below, ¢ who knew

(1Y Hlirodot. hb.iv. c. 117,

2} TAPMATAL XATPOMATAL MAINLTAL were the same people. See
Bockurt, and the olservations of the author’s Paternal Aucestor, 1n
nis valuable Disertation vn the “ Connection of the Romax, Saxon,
and Englsh Comns,”" p. 47, [ts very grateful to make this tribute to
the ackuowledged learniug of an ancestor, to whose Waork the Reader
1% referred, nut only fur some of the author:ties here noticed, but also
for the most upportant information collected by any writer, respecting
the orinisal inhabitants of the rouutries bordering on the Black Sea,
and of theiwr jutercourse with the people of dnlwnd Greece.
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nothing of the etymology, asserts the fact: CiAF
speaking of the several clans of the Scythians, ‘e
he says, that one came out of Media, settled
upon the banks of the 7Tanais, and were called

Sauromate®.”

The Circassians of the pref;ent day are a Crea
horde of banditti, inhabiting the region whence
the Cossacks originally descended. Continually
repelled from their antient boundary, the Tunais
and Lake Meotis, and ultimately driven beyond
the Kulan and the Terck, they hang, as 1t were,
upon the northern sides of Caucasus, or carry
on predatory incursions from the swampy plains
at its fect, above two hundred miles from
Tcherlask. Thexe mountameers, as well as the
Tuhtars of Rulan, are ever at war with the
Cossacks. They pretended to make peace with
them at the end of the last Turkish war; but,
whenever occasion offers, they scize the persons
of the Cossacks, or any strangers who may be
found among them, and sell them for slaves to
the Persians. Their manner of fighting, as de-
scribed by the Don Cossacks, is this; they hide
themselves in the long reeds, or grass, of
marshes, lying even in the water, until they
reconnoitre the strength of their adversary. If

3) Dhod. Sic. lib.ii. p. 155, Ed. Wetstewn.
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five or six armed Cossacks appear, they remain

‘e~ in ambush: if only two or three, they attack

{umnmerce
of Tiler-
hasi.

these by surprise; but even then they will run
away if the Cossacks have time to fire. If dis-
covered in their concealment, and interrogated
who they are, they assume an humble aspect,
and declare themselves friends. Some of the
Circassians werc prisoners at on‘(ry, when we
were there. The Chssacks, and all the inhabi-
tants of the Asiatic coasts of the Blark Sea, call
the Circassians Tcherkess, and Tcherkessi, a fur-
ther confirmation of remarks before made con-
cerning the etymology of the word Trherkask.
If it were necessary to make any addition to
what has been already written, with regard tn
the relation they bear to the Cossacks and to the
other inhabitants of the Ukraine, many curious
circumstances might be alleged ; such, for ex-
ample, as the mode of accounting money, which
1 the same among the Malo- Russians and Cir-
cassians. 'There are now Malo- Russians living in
the Caucasian mountains. The Circassians, more-
over, left their name in the appellation of a town
built upon the Dnieper.

The commerce of the Cossacks, and othcr in-
habitants of Tcherkash, is very various. The
principal articles of their exports are, fish, iron,
caviare, and a little wine; although, generally,
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they consume all their wine. This wine resembles
the wines of Burgundy and Champagne, in ex-
hibiting effervescence. When it has acquired
a certain age, it sells in Tcherkask at a price
equivalent to three shillings and sixpence the
bottle. The Don wine is both,red and white.
If the Cossacks would allow their grapes to
ripen, and were made acquainted with the
French mode of preparing this beverage, it
would certainly surpass all the wines of the
world; so rich and generous is the fruit affording
it'.  The Cossacks seldom use tobacco, and they
live to very advanced age.  The merchants, in
their turn, go to war with the rest, and have
their rank in the army*®. In fact, there are few

(1Y “The Don wine is sometimes very pleasant ; but it is, I suspect, a
fabrication. I tasted some that was wananted genuine, whicts I conld
ensily believe to be s . it was, indeed,

* As widked dew as Sycorax could brush
Voith ruven’s feather from unwholesome fen.' "

Heber's MS. Journal.

(2) * The government of the armies of the Don differs. in many
respects, from the antient Malo. Russian, and has lately suffered repeated
encroachments. Their territory. which is almost entirely pasture land,
is divided into stanitzas, or cantons ; for many stanitaas now contain more
than a single village.  To each of these, a certain portion of land and
fishery is allotted by Government, and an annual allowance of corn from
Voronetz, and northwards, according to the returned number of Cossacks.
They are free from all taxes; cven from thase of salt and distilleries. Tlhe
distribution of the land to the individuals in each stanitza is settled by the
inhabitants and their Ataman.  This Ataman was chosen by the people,

and
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generals or colonels, in- the army of the Don
Cossacks, who are not merchants. In Teheriask

and was hoth civil and military commander of the place. Puul had laid
some testrctions on this right, which 1 could not understand. He had
21 o cunobled the children of all who had the military rank of Colonel,
wlhich wais complained of] as introducing av unconstitutional sristocracy.
From these Atamans, an appeal liew to the Chancery at ‘T'cherkask.
They uved to elect their Ataman there, and v appeal to bhun only;
assembling occasionadly, as a chech on s conducr; but re s now
appocutcd by the « rown, end creatly dimineshed o power.  'The allor-
met t of land and fishery which cach Consack possesses may be let out
by lum to farm, and oflen is so, and it is & frequent abuse to insert the
names of children in the ntumn of Cossacks, to entitle them to  thetr
seniority in bueoming officer T met wth a child thus favoured.  This
has taken place since the (ossuchs, when called out, have bueen formed
into regular regiments, which has depressd entirely the power of ile
vitlage Ataman, by the tntriduction of eolonels captams a¢.  Formerls,
the Staman hamself marched at the head of his stanitza.  Now he merely
wits the required conur gent, which s put under officers named by the

L rown.,

** The Cossack, in consequence of his allowance, may be called on
ty serve for any term, not exceeding three years, 1n any part of the
workl, mounted, armed, and clothed at his own expense, and making
zuud any dehoeneies which may occur.  Food, pay, and caimp equi-
page, are furmished by Government. Those who have served three
venrs are not hiable, or at least not uwinally called vpon, to serve
abrowd, exvept on partienlar (mergeucr s Tho wenve, liomever,
the cordon along the Caucarus, and in the duties of the post and po-
Lice.  After twenty years, they become free from all service, except
the home duties of pobic, and asasting 1a the passage of the corn
barks over the shallows 1w the Don.  After twenty-fise years' service
they are free entirely,

*“ The Procurator declared the whole number of Cassacks, hable to
Be called en for one or more of these services, amonnted to 200,000.
He arknowledged, that as they would allow no examination into their
numbers, he spoke only from conjecture, and from the different al-
lowances of corn, &c. ocemsionally made. The whole number of male
populatiou he rechoned at half a million, The situating of a Cosvack

18
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they live an amicable and pleasant life. Some-
times they have public amusements, such as
balls, and other assemblies of the same nature.
Once they had a theatre, but it was prohibited.
In some of their apartments we observed maho-
gany bookcases, with glass dpors; each con-
taining a small hbrary. They are in every
respect entitled to praise for cleanhness, whether
with reference to their persons or to their
houses. There is ho nation more cleanly in its
apparel than that of the Cossachs.  The dress of

1» considered as comflortuble ; nud their obligations to semice are
dvemed well repaid by thear privileges and thewr freedom, ' Frir a5
A Cossack’ 15 u proverhwe have often beard i Ruswa “The puimber
of Cassa~k gunrds, who are all Deonshy, amounts to three remiments,
of 1000 cach. The number employed i Prostr and  Cancasus 1 eould
uui fearn 1o the seat 1BUS, a corps of soventy-two regiments, of
Sty men each, marchied under Plat £, 1+ ¢ FPoaman ol Tl erkash, but
revenved counter orders, as it did notarrne 1 Umie $or the battle of
Auster itz Al dusterlitz, anly sie bundied Cossaeks u ere present, The
peasants near Auster btz spohe ol them as o'ty of eonsuderable ap-
prebension to the French cavalry ; particuliely the uirassiers, whoce
horses were wore unwicldy.  Thesc Camacks, Platof said, had sutfered
dreadfully, as they were for some time the only cavalny with the Zus-
nan army, and, beforethe Emperor joined Kotwzof, had lost abnost
all their Lorses with fatigue.  Junug the quarrel of Pawl with Lng-
land, hc assembled 45,000 Che:acds, as 1t was believed at T rerkask,
to marchk to India. 1saw the plan wis not ar all uppopular with Platef
sud b officers.  Platy 's predecessor-wns the last Aluman who was
10 possession of all his anticut privileges.  He bad viten, by his own
authoriiy, bound men hand and foot, and thrown them into the Den.
He was unexpectedly seised and carried off by the orders of the Em-
press (Catherne), and succeeded, as General of the Armies of the
Don, by Maffei lvanowvitch Platef, u fine civil old soldier, with the great
corden of St. Arne." Heber's M S. Journat.
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CRAP- the women is singular: it differs from all the
‘———— costumes of Russiw; and Iits magnificence 1Is
displayed in the ornaments of a cap, some-
what resembling the mitre of a Greek bishop.
The hair of married women is concealed under
the cap, which is covered with pearls and gold,
or it 1s adorned with flowers. The dress
of a Cossack girl i1s elegant; a silk tunic, with
trowsers fastened by a girdle of solid silver,
vellow boots, and an Indian handkerchief worn
as a turban upon the head. A proof of Cossack
wealth was afforded In tne instance of thc
mustress of the house where we lodged. Thus
woman walked about the apartments without
shoes or stockings; but being asked for some
needles to securc the insccts we had collected,
she opened a box, wherein she shewed us pearls
valued at ten thousand roufles. Her cupboard
was, at the same time, filled with plate and
costly porcelain. The common dress of men in
Tcherkask is a blue jacket, with a waistcoat and
trowsers of white dimity; the latter so white
and spotless, that they seem alwayvs new. The
tattered state of a traveller's wardrobe but 1ll
fitted us to do credit to our country in this
respect. We never saw a Cossack in a dirty
suit of clothes. Their hands, moreover, are
always clean, their hair free from vermin, their
tecth white, and their skin has a healthy and
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cleanly appearance. Polished in their manners,
instructed in their minds, hospitable, generous,
disinterested, humane and tender to the poor,
good husbands, good fathers, good wives, good
mothers, virtuous daughters, valiant and dutiful
sons; such are the natives of Tcherkask. In
conversation, the Cossack is a gentleman ; for he
13 well-informed, free from prejudice, open,
sincere, and honourable. Place him by the side
of a Russian,—what a contrast!' Yet the author
would not be understood, in the eulogy he has
bestowed upon the one, or the censure he has
perhaps too indiscriminately lavished upon the
other, as having used observations without ex-
ception on either side. The Russian women are
entirely excepted; and it 1s very remarkabie,

(1) ** The manners of the people struck us, from their supcriority
to the Russiuns, w honrsty and dignity. A Licutenant at Pefersburg,
who once begged alms from us, bowed himself to the ground, and
knoched his head on the floor. A Licutenant here (Tcherkask),
who was imprisuned, aud also begged, made the request in a manly
and dignified manner, and thanked us as if we had been his comrades

‘““Both meu and women are handsome, and taller than the Musco-
rites. This name they hold ia great contempt, ss we had several op-
portunities of obsening. The Procurator, the Physician, the Apo-
thecary, and the Master of the Aemdemy, being distinguished by their
dress and nation from the Cossacks, seemed to bhave forined a coferie of
their own, and to dislike, and to be disliked by, the whole town. The
Postnaster said they were much improved since he casue there ; that
then they would have peited any wtranger. We saw nothiog of this
kind, except that, when we first landed, mistaking ws for Ruwssians,
some boys cried out, ‘ Morcpffity Canaille !’ —Canaille bas become s
naturalized word in Rus-ia.” Heber's M S. Journal,

VoL, I. 2¢
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ﬁﬁ’- that little of the lamentable characteristics of

——~— the Russian people' can be applied to them. It
is only in proportion as they recede from their
natural effeminacy, that any traits have appeared
to liken them to the men of their country: an
instance or two, of this kind may have been
mentioned ; but, speaking generally of them,
they have this only fault, if it be not rather a
misfortune, that of servility to the most abject
slaves.

(1} At the time of making this extract from my Journal, our Fng-
hish papers are filled with the atrocities committed, not merely by their
common suldiers, but by their general-officers in Finlund. An se-
count of them is published by the Lord-heutenant of the county of
Fasa, to which his respectable name 1s aflixed. Posterity may there
be infurmed what Russians were in the beginning of the present cen-
tury, when a Major-genecal, Demudof, gave up the town of Jasa,
during five dave, to plunder, merely because he could not retain its
pusscssiun ; and, assisted by another monster in o human form, the
Governor Enune, galloped through the streets, to give vigour and ac-
tivity to a scene of murder, horrible cruelty, aund devastation ; crying
out to hs troops, Dolra! debra! (Bravu! brave ') as they were
bayonetting the weeping and knecling inhabitauts, mothers with their
infants, aged and venerable men, ladies of distineticn, children, and
persons of whatever sex, age, or situation. ‘‘ It instructs the world,"
observes the Lord-lieutenant, “‘ to describe their conduct ; inasmuch
as it determines their national character; and determines, with bis-
toric truth, that with barharian slaves the character remuins un-
changed, notwithstanding the varuvish put on by a sort of external
hwmanizing, produced by intercourse with civilized nations.” In the
parish of Nerpis, Major-geueral Orlof Denesof’ caused three of the
peasants to be bound together: and this beiug done, to prolong the
pain and agony of the puor sufferers, the KRussians pierced their
thighs, arms, belly, and other parts, with bayonets, before they killed
them,
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Perhaps an anecdote, which may now be CSHAF

related, will render the contrast between Cossachs ‘e
and Russians more striking. The truth of it,
owing to its notoriety, will not be disputed by
either party. When a quarrel among the Cossacks
causes them to combat each ather, they fight,
as in England, with their fists, and never with
knives, daggers, or any similar weapon. This
practice is so established a characteristic of the
people, that it gave rise to a very remarkable
wager. 7eplof and Gelagin, two of the late Hemals
Empress Catherine's privy-counsellors, chanced Wager.
to be in her presence, when it was told her
that a Cossack priest. then a monk in the Convent
of 8t. Alexander Nevsky, had been arrested for
cutting the throat of a voung woman, whom he
harl made pregrnant, and with whom he had
quarrelled : upon this Teplof offered to wager
with Gelagin that the monk was not a Cossack.
The bet was made, and won by Teplof; the
monk proving to be a Russian. Being questioned
how he could possibly divine the probable
success of his wager; “ Because,” said he, “no
Coscach would strike a woman: if he did, he
would use his cane; not his knife.”

. It was during one Sunday evening that Lieu- Surey of

the FTown,

tenant-colonel Papof conducted us over the
whole of Tcherkash. We walked a distance
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cHAs equal to four miles without once being oft u
&——~ bridge. The people were all in their best attire:

and the sight on that account was the more
interesting. From the high and narrow bridges.
single planks frequently lead off, as the only
mode of approaching the houses of the inha-
hitants: these have covered galleries around
them. In those galleries, where the deal, of
which they are constructed, was as white as
water and the sun's rays could make it, sat the
old and respectable Cossachs; almost all of
whom, as we passed, pressed us to walk 1.to
their houses and to regale ourselves. The water
flows beneath many of the buildings; and all of
them are upon piles, in the midst of the flood".
The prodigious ¢uantity of timber consumed in

-

{1, *“ Teherkask «tands on scmne marshy islands in the river.  The
houses are all raised on wouden pillars, and connected by foot bridges,
The foot-paths run like gallenies before the houses. When we sawn it,
every part was flooded, except the principal strect, the great church,
and the market-place. The antic wooden cabins, mixed witl the
domes of churches, tops of trees, and Calmuck tents, had an interest-
ing effect, just rising from the water. The sudak still contibued to
poison the air; but the Louses, notwithstanding the people are ull
fichers, are neat. The Comacks are much cleaner than the Rusaizne.
There is a spacious and antient cathedral, nearly on the same plan s
the Casan Church in Moscn. Detached from the rest of the building i« a
large tower, which, at a distance, gives a faint recolicction of St. Mary's
spire at Oxford. There are many other churches, full of very coeily
ornaments. | never saw 30 many pearls at once, ay on the head of o
Madnnna in the cathedral. Tlese treasures are the spoils of Turkey and
Poland.” Heber's MS Journal.
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the town, for houses, causeways, and bridges,

389

CHAP.
XI1I

is brought from the #olga, the Don being inade- \—

quate to such a supply. Formerly they had
walls to their watery settlement, but the inun-
dations of the river have swept these entirely
away. The principal part of the inhabitants are
exceedingly desirous to remove their capital to
,iray; this would increase its commerce, and
taereby add to its importance: the rest, who,
from attachment to the place of their nativity,
are still anxious to preserve the original situa-
tion, propose to surround it again with walls,
and to form channels, after a plan which would
make its resemblance to FPenice greater than it
1 at present; but the lcvel of the water not
remaming constant, as in the Adriatic, and some-
tmes varymy full fifteen feet, prevents the
adoption of this plan. They neglect, however,
no opportunity to improve the town, forming it
as much as possible mto streets when fires have
taken place and destroyed the old buildings,
and insulating the houses where they were too
closely situate. 1If any attempt should be
made to remove the town, little difficulty would
occur in transplanting the houses almost entire.
They are chiefly of wood, and, being placed
upon rafts, might be floated to the place of
their destination®.

.2) The capital has been siuce removed ; and now occupies a situa-
tion upon the Ewrepean side of the Den, higher up the river.
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They speak of moving a house in this pa:“'t’ of

‘=~ the world as a very trifling undertaking. When

IHouses

moved en-  Sir Charles Gascoigne went from Peterslurg, to

tire,

preside over the foundry at Lugan, he paid a
visit to a gentleman about twenty-seven miles
distant from the establishment. Finding him
excellently lodged, in a well-furnished, hand-
somme, and very convenient house, 1 wish,”
said he, ““ I could have such a building erected
for me at Lugan.” His host replied, ** If you
admire my house, it is at your service, exactly
as you sce it; and I engage to place it for you
at Lugan in the course of the week.” A bargain
was concluded between them: the house was
moved: and Sir Charles, who informed us of
the fact, resided in it when we were in that
countryv.

The inhabitants of 7cherkask complain much
of wart of room. Not a single house has a
court-yard ; the inhabitants are all huddled to-
gether, as if they had dropped from the clouds
during a shower into the river, and only waited
the retiring of the waters to make their escape.
They are much troubled with mosquitoes, which
abound in all the neighbourhood of the Don'.

(1) Edward Brown, wbo published, in the sevénteenth century,
““ 4 Ducourse wpon the Cossacks,” mentions the swarmz of flies and
loeusts infesting their country ; which is the only faithful account of
their nstory contained in bis work, See p. 22. Lond. 167%.
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When stung by these insects, they observe great

291

CHAP.
XIIL

caution in not scratching the wound; but are

careful to bathe it, as soou as possible, with
alcohol. We found Goulard’s lotion to be the best
remedy; and, wanting that, salt mixed with an
equal portion of vinegar. There is not a single
spot in the whole town free from the annual
inundation. We found oue dry place, near the
principal church; but this was traversed by
wooden causeways, proving that the usual pre-
caution had been also there required, although
the spot were not actually then covered by
water. The street where most of the shops
are situate is floored with planks: and must
necessarily be very unwholesome, as all the
dirt, falling through, remains when the waters
retire. They are often troubled with fevers;
although, when we inquired for a list of their
diseases, they said they seldom had any. The
greatest ravage is made by the small-pox.
Inoculation for that disorder had not vet been
introduced. The complaint they seem to dread
more than any other is called THE pIsSORDER OF
HAIRS. Gmelin mentions this malady®. Hair
1s said to be generated in wounds of the bodies
of those whom it afflicts. We expressed our

(2) This 1s not the Plica Polanica, or Goachest, mentioned by Broun
(p. 24. Lond. 1672). Gwmeln says it is known in Rusriz and the
Ukraine, under the name Foloser; and be attended a case of abscess in

FPaulovsk which afforded bim proof of the existence of such a disorder,
Sec Jotirnal des Savans Foyagenrs, p. 145,

Dicenses of
the People.
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incredulity to the wife of Lieutenant-colonel

‘—m— Papof’; but she persisted in asserting that she

Greek 1m-
jrostor.

had taken them from her own finger, in the
presence of many witnesses. To cure this
malady, they apply the leaves of a plant some-
what like plantain: this they say extracts the
hairs. We saw those leaves dried, and sus-
pended, as a remedy for this complaint; but,
in their desiccated state, we could not exactly
determine what they were. Biliary obstruction
is a common disorder among the Cossacks. As
a cure for the jaundice, they drink an infusion
of the vellow flowers of a Gnaphalium, found
in all the seppes. Situate as they are, cither
in mud vielding unwholesome exhalation, or in
water full of frogs, filth, and substances putre-
fyving as the flood retires, nothing could preserve
them from pestilence, were it not for their great
attention to cleanliness. The water of the Don
13 unwholesome, and it particularly disagrees
with strangers; causing flatulency, with violent
pain of the bowels, and dysentery. Many of
the Russian rivers have the same quality ; espc-
cially the Neva at Petersturg.

A Greek brought to us some coins of the
Emperor Constantine, procured in Turkey. He
kept them, he said, for the cure of diseases of
all kinds; and, in proof of their miraculous
power, swore, by all his Saints, that if any one
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of them were placed in a sievé, not a drop of i
water would pass through it. As we laughed ‘=
at his folly, he was very desirous to make the
experiment; but we thought it too ridiculous

to merit so much attention. He seemed to

be the very Prince of impostors, and probably

sold his trash at high prices. He shewed to us

a picce of the true Cross: this he said he had
brought from Jerusalem ; and, having worn it

upon his breast, had thereby saved his life in

battle, as a bullet striking the pretended relic

had fallen harmless to the ground.

Having now satisfied our curiosity in the Prpar=
survey of this extraordinary place, we took 1:;
leave of its mhabitants, and again embarked,
cccompanied by the officer who had so politely
atended us, and whose hospitality we had
often expericnced, during the visit we had paul
to the Cossack capital. We left Tcherkask on
Monday the twenty-third of June, in the after-
noon, and sailed down the Don, to z;.ray. About
four miles' from Tcherkask is an island called
Nunnery Isle, or The Island of the Convent,
whence, as they relate, the Zurks, in former.
times, derived women for the seraglio of the
Gzrand Signior.

(1) Seven »erits,
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VOYAGE DOWN THE DON, TO AZOF AND
TAGANROG.

Fusit to the General-in-chicf of the Cossack Army—
Emlarkation for the Sca of Azof—General Fiew of
the South of Russia—DE RuBruvauis—Tahkiars—.1r-
men.an Colony of Nakhtshivan—=Fortress of St. Demetry
Rastof— Division of the Don—Tumuli—Fortress and
Village of Azof—City of Tanais—its prolulle Situa-
tion— Condition of the Garrison of Azof — Opmion
entertained of the Cossacks— Departure from Azof
~—MxoTtis — Remarkalle Phaenomenon — Arrival at
Zaganrog.

y -]
¢ IAP. Tue morning after our return to Azay, we
= received a message from General Passily Petro-

vich Orlof, Commander-in-chief of the Cossack
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army, stating, that he expected us to dine with
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him at his country-seat upon the Don. We set ‘—mmmnm

out, accompanicd by our friend Colonel Papof,
and by a Greek officer in the Cossack service,
whose name was Mamonof. The General had
sent his carriage, with six fine Cossack horses,
and several Cossacks, mounted, with lances, to
escort us. We passed along the steppes; and
occasionally through vineyards, planted with
cucumbers, cabbages, Indian wheat, apple, pear,
peach, plum trees, and melons, for about ten
miles, till we arrived at his house, standing
upon the Furopean side of the river, opposite
to the town of Zcherkask, and distant from it
about five miles. lere we found some elegant
and accomplished women amusing themselves
with a piano forte; and afterwards we all sat
down to as magnificent a dinner as anyv English
gentleman could have afforded ; the whole being
served upon plate. The company consisted of
about twenty persons. The General presented
us with mead thirty years old, tasting like
Madeira wine. He wished very much for English
beer, having often drunk it in Poland. A number
of very expensive wines were brought round,
many of them foreign; but the best wine of
the Don seemed superior to any other. As we
sat banquetting in this sumptuous manner, we
called to mind the erroneous notions we had once

Visit 10 the
General-
in-chief of
thie Cossack
army.
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DON COSSACKS.

entertained of the inhabitants of this country;
notions still propagated by the Russiens con-
cerning the Cossack people. Perhaps few in
England, casting their eycs upon a map of this
remote corner of Lurope, have pictured in their
imagination a wealthy and enlightened society,
enjoying not only the refinements, but even the
luxuries, of the most civilized nations. Their
conversation had that polished and agrceable
cast which characterizes well-educated military
men. Some peculiarities, common to our an-
cestors, and still retamed in the ceremomal
feasts of antient corporate bodies, might bhe
observed. Among these, the practice of drink-
mg toasts, and of rising to pledge the security
of the cupbearer, may be adduced as remarkable
instances. Another very antient custons, still
more prevalent, is that of bowing to and con-
gratulating any person who happens to snecze.
The Cossacks of the Don always do this. When
we took leave of the General, he said, if we
preferred returning by water, for the sake of
variety, we might use his Large, already pre-
pared, and waiting to convey us. Being con-
ducted to 1t, we found it manned by ten rowcrs,
and decorated in a most costly manner. It was
covered with fine scarlet cloth; and Persian
carpets were spread beneath a canopy of silk.
The current being in our favour, we embarked,
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and were speedily reconducted to our quarters « CHAP.
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n Aray.

‘The next morning we bade farewell to the
Don Cossacks ; and, having placed our carriage
on hoard a barge, sailed dclightfully down the
river (often looking back at the fine view of the
town of zimy and Tcherkask), to Nakhtshivan, an
Armenian colony, established about twenty ycars
before our arrivai : this had attained a very flou-
rishing state, even in that short period’. Its

(1) ““ A verst (by land) Trom the fort of Rustof, is a large Armenian
town, calied Nakitchivan, aiter the antient town of that name. We
spent the evening in looking over it. They affirmed that it contuins
1500 families. It has four churches, and two very large bazars, whi h
are very much crowded, and have great appearance of industry. We
had a letier te one of the principal inhabitants, who had the rank of
Jolonel, and whose son was one of Mr. Audre’s pupils (of Rostot?,
and our iuterpreter. His name was Abraamof. I found thut Armenians
usnally expreased their uames in this maoner, from the Christian names
ot their parents, vet with the termination in of, whick is a mark of
gentalits. This man bad two sons in the Russaian navy § and possessed
the reputation of great wealth. He ktew Lazarof, who sold Orlof
the great diomotd ; and described iu strong terms the i ery aud
anxiety the Armeniun hud felt while it remained in his possession.
His house was well furnished, and had o illiard-table, and many other
Furopean luxuries . all however sat cross-legoed, except the master,
whose dress aisv was something after the Burupean maode. He had
fevera! curious sabires and poigoards richiv ornamented, whieh he exhi-
bited with much pride. Me said, himself and tbe greater part of lus
fellow townsmen had emigrated from the Crimea during the distue-
bauces there « that they had this s®uation given them, and a chartes,
by which they had the same privileges as their countrymen at Astrachan.
The principal trade of the town is in leather, The women are almost

all
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CHAP. inhabitants were derived from the Crimea. They
——= had about four hundred shops: these were all

placed in one great covered building, after the
manner observed in Moscow. The towns near
the mouths of the Don present the traveller
with a novel and varied picture of sociezy. He
encounters half-a-dozen different nations and
languages in the same number of minutes; and
each nation in its peculiar dress. As we ap-
proached the 4rmenian settlement, we beheld

all veiled, but those we caught a glimpse of were extremely beautiful.
Their veils were very carelessly disposed, and they betrayed no timdity.
The men are also handsome; but they have a Jewish expression io
their coutenance. The Russians declare they have all a natural un-
pleasant odour, like that we attribute to the Jews. They dichike them
greatly ; and have a proverh, ‘ Two Jews cqual one Armeniau; two
Armenians one Greek ; two Greeks, one Devil.” The Armenians, it is
well known, are a very favoured sect by the Russian Government ; aud
mapy of the noblest families bave a mixture of their blood.  Of these
are Dolgorucky and Bagration. Joan the First gave the title of Anes
to great numbers of Armenians, and permitted to all a free trade und
settlement, with full liberty of worship, and even of making thoir
processions openly. They have a magnificent church in Petersburg,
and many in Astrachan and Gasan. Their enterprize and activity are
well known. Mr. Anderson of Petersburg told me he knew one who
Lad been twice to Bassora, and once to Sarmacand and Tibet. I asked
Abraamof if such journevs were common ; and if they could take an
Enropean with them, as their servant, or in any other disguise. He
apswered both these questions in the affirmative. He himself had
been in Georgia, and many parts of Turkey, but never farther. We
observed several Mahometans, at least persops in green turbans, which
no Armenian would wear.” Heber's MS. Journal.

As the green turban 15 a mark of high distinction in Turkey, and the
Armenians of Nakhtshivan are under no fear of offending Mohammedans,
perhaps they are worn merely in consequence of the freedom they
here enjoy.
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Calmucks, and Armenians ; these, together with e’

our English party, formed a representation of
the costume of nine different nations within the
compass of a quarter of an English mile. The
Tahtars were fishing in the river, or driving
cattle towards the town; the Turks were smoking
w their coffee-houses; the Greeks, a bustling
race, were walking about, telling lies, and barter-
ing merchandize; the Cossacks were scampering
in all directions on horseback ; the Russians, as
policc-officers, were scratching their heads; the
Italians appeared as Fenetian and Neapolitan
satlors ; the Culmucks jabbering with each other;
the Armenians, both men and women, airing in
droskies; and the English staring at them all.
Towards the Don, and ecspecially towards its
embouchure, 7Tuitars are found in great num-
bers; and this race of men appears in journeying
hence, westward, the whole way towards the
Dnicper, in all the towns by the Sea of A:of,
and in the Crimea, and throughout the dreary
plains lying to the north of that Peninsula.

All the South of Russia, from the Dnieper to
the Volga, and even to the territories of the
Kirgissian and Thitet Tahtars, with all the North
of the Crimea, is one flat uncultivated desolate
waste, forming, as it were, a series of those

General
View of the
South of

Russia,
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('“U’- deserts bearing the name of Steeres. The
-......v.....a very earliest adventurers from the civilized

parts of Europe to these remote and barbarous
regions, found the country exactly as it now
appears. A faithful description of its features
occurs'in the narrative of /. de Rubruguis, who
was employed as a nnselonarv about the middle
of the thirteenth century'. < We journeyed,”
says he, “ towards the East, with no other
objects in view than earth and sky, and occa-
sionally the sea upon our right (which 1s called
the Sea of Tanais), and moreover the sepulchres
of the Comani ; these seemed about two leagues
distant, constructed according to the modc of
burial which characterized their ancestors.”

What the land of the Comani was, 1s clearly
rscertained by the Voyage of the dmbassador
from Pope Innocent the Fourth to Tahtary, in the
year 1246, as taken out of the thirty-second
book of the Speculum IHistoriale of Vincentius
Beluacensis®.  ** We journeyed through the

(1) “ Tbamus ergo versus orientem, nilnl videntes nisi calum et
terram, et aliquando mare ad dextram, quod dicitur Mare Tauws, et
etiam sepulturas Comanorum, que apparebant nobis a duabus leucis,
secundum quod solebant parentelee eorum sepeliri simul.”” Jlinera«
rium V. de Rubruquis, anno 1253. Sec Hakluyt, vol. L. p. 80.

(2) *‘ Ibamus autem per terram Comm:oram, quee tota est plana,
et flumina quatuer babet magna. Primum appellatur Neper {Borys-
thenes) ; secundum appellatur Don (Tavals) ; tertivm dicitur Volgs
(Kha) ; quartuin nominatur Jace (Rbymunus).” Ib. p. 47,
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country of the.Comani : this is all flat, and has c%?.
four great rivers. The first 18 called Neper ‘s
(Borysthenes); the sccond is called Don (Tanais);
the third is named »biga (Rha); the fourth is
denominated Jazec (Rhymnus).” Thus it appears
that the Comani, the ancestors of the Cossacks,
had established themselves as far to the west-
ward as the Dnieper, before the middle of the
thirteenth century; and considerable light is
thrown upoen a very obscure part of antient geo-
araphy by the documents thus afforded. /7. de ﬁ:_f*‘f'r"-
Rubruguis himself, in another passage of his
Itinerary, extends their limits as far westward as
the Danube; and says, that the whole country,
from this river to the Tanais, was inhabited by
them. The western part was called Casaria,
the country of the Cazars, Cassars, or Cossacks,
as they are now called. Nothing can be more
faithful than the account he hasleft of these vast
solitudes, where there is neither wood, nor

mountain, nor stone®.

(2) ““ Tendcbamus rectd in orientem ex quo exivimus pradictam
provinclam asarie, habentes mare ad meridiem, et vastam solitsdi-
nem ad aquilunem : quie durat per vigiuti dietas alicubi in latitudine :
in que nulla est sylva, nullus mons, nullus lapis. Herba est optima.
It hac solebant pascere Comani, qui dicuntur Capchat. A Teutvtittis
verd dicuntur Falani, et proviocia Jaienia. AD Liidoro vero dicitur a
lumine Tanai usque ad paludes Meotidis et Davubium flania. Et
durat ista terra in longitudise & Danubio usque Tangim--- quie tota
inhabitabatur a Comanis.” Hakleyt, vel. L. p. 90.

YOL. I. 2D
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The Tahtars near to the Sea of Azof are a small

‘w—~ race of men, but not so ugly as to answer to the

Tahtars.

Armenian
Merchants
of Nalhi-
shivan.,

descriptions given of them. They disfigure them-
selves very much by pressing their ears forward
with the lower rim of their caps, from their
tenderest infancy : in consequence of this prac-
tice, their ears protrude from the sides of their
heads, and front the spectator. Some of those
who passed us at Nakhtshivan looked fearfully
wild, appearing in the rude and perhaps primeval
dress of the first shepherds of the earth.
Their bodies were almost naked: over their
shoulders were loosely saspended the undressed
fleeces of their sheep, fastened with a single loop
in front. Upon their heads, and about their lons,
they had a covering of the same nature; and
upon their feet they wore those sandals of linden-
bark of which a representation has been given
as a Vignette to the Tenth Chapter of this
Volume. A similar costume is sometimes repre-
sented upon the Grecian terra-cottas, and it is
also exhibited by the sculpture of Antient
Greece'

Nakhtshivan offers an example of that enter-
prising commercial spirit which is characteristic

(1) Among the earthen vases deseribed and published at Naples,
there is a costume of this kind, upon a male figure, who is delineated
checking two furious borses.
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of Armenian merchants. They are not naturally CFAS

a lively race of men. The Armenians are almost ‘gt
as grave as the Zurks, and they have all the
boorishness of Dutchmen ; ii~omuch, that this is
a common saying with European merchants in
Constantinople; ““ A sportive Argenian is as awk-
ward as a dancing bear.” Yet, instigated by
commercial speculations, these men traverse all
countries, and overcome surprising obstacles;
frequently making journeys to Jndia, and to the
most distant regions of the earth. Their com-
modities and their manufactures, as far as we
were enabled to judge of them, appeared to be
Turkish, and of a nature to find a ready sale in
azay and in Tcherkask. They supply all the
fairs of the neighbouring provinces; and these
fairs afford the most extraordinary sights in
fiurope, hecause they are attended by persons
from almost every nation. There is scarcely a
nation, civilized or barbarous, which has not its
representative at' the fairs which are held along
the Sea of Azof, and upon the Don; but parti-
cularly at the great fair of Nahhtshivan. The
Hamaxobii of Herodotus then make their appear-
ance, as in the days of the historian; travelling
in vehicles, the coverings of which are their tents
by night, and tilts for their cars by day®. Such

(2) See the Fignette to this Chapter.
2D 2
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eRAR moveable dwellings may be noticed in all the
‘e territories of the Zzhtars.

We entered the quarter where the shops are
stationed. It is a very lofty covered street, or
cloister, surrounding a square, after the manner
of the Palais Royal at Paris. Every trade has
its peculiar station assigned, as in the bazars of
Constantinople ; and, according to the rule ob-
served in Oriental lazars, the floor of each shop
is made level with the counter; the dealers
sitting at their work, as in Turkey, with their
legs crossed beneath their bodies. The shops
were all well stored, and a rapid sale was gong
on. Their owners, in many instances, were really
Mohammedans, who manufactured slippers, sar-
dals, and boots, in coloured leather. Among other
tradesmen, we observed tobacconists, pipe-
makers, clothiers, linen-drapers, grocers, butch-
ers, bakers, blacksmiths, silk-mercers, dealers
in Indian shawls, &c. Their bakers make bread
of a very superior quality. According to a salu-
tary Asiatic custom, it is publickly made, and
publickly baked; so that the whole process of
preparing the most important article of food
is open to the inspection of every one.
The crowd passing before their shops re-
sembled a masquerade, where the costly
embroidered vestments of rich Armenian mer-
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hides covering wild Tahtars, the long furred \

pelisses of the Turks, the military, but simple,

garb of the Cossacks, the uncouth uniform of

the Russian police, and the greasy trappings

of the Calmucks.

We visited a Turkish coffece-house, the most
favourite rendezvous of the inhabitants. On
the right hand as we entered, and upon a raised
floor like the counters used by English tai-
lors, were squatted a number of merchants,
reclining upon cushions, with long pipes in
their hands, smoking, and drinking coffee. As
we joined the party, we were presented, ac-
cording to the usual custom, with kindled pipes
(having tiubes made of the wood of the cherry-
tree, tipped with amber), a small cup of coffee,
and a bit of wood of aloes; this, being put
mto the bowl of each pipe, exhaled a refreshing

and pleasing fragrance. In a comer of the

(1) The costume of the Armenian women of Astrackan is the richest
in Russia. It is surprising that they sustain the weight of their dress.
The first, or inuer robe, is of silk and gold; the second, of black
velvet, heavily laden with gold and pearls. The third, or outer vest,
is almost of massive gold, in ponderous embroidery, with large gold
knobs, gold huttons, gold tassels, gold fringe, &c. &c. The turban
is white, baugs over the ieit shoulder, and conceals the face, except
the nose and eyes. The only hair disclosed is often false; two thick
locks, one on each side, being brought in front before the ears.
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CHAP. apartment stood a vase, containing blossoms of

X1y

‘e the large Iris, called, in England, Flewer de luce.

1t served as a kind of sign to the box whereon
it was placed, in the lid of which was a small
hole to receive the contributions of those who
had received refreshments in the house. Some
Turks, who were present, seemed really to be
breathing fumes of tobacco. Thev inhaled
large quantitics of smoke upon their lungs,
and. after retaining 1t there until their features
became distended with suppressed respiration,
yielded back curling volumes, as from a chim-
ney, through their nostrils, their mouth, and
their ears'.

According “o Pallas®, the ongin of the Arme-
nian establishment at Nakhtshivan was the em.-
aration of the inhabitants of the Crimea, when
Suvorof withdrew with the Russian troops, and
peace was concluded with the Zuwhtars. At
that time the most opulent 4rmenian mechanics
and merchants, together with the major part of
the Christian inhabitants, upon whom the whole
of the productive industry and commerce of
the Peninsula depended, left the Crimea late in

(1) The Chinese, and other Oriental uations, perforate the drum of
their ears for this purpose. It is not however common for Twrks to
undergo that operation.

(2) Travels through the Southern Provinces, &c. Vol. I. p. 476.
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proper buildings and accommodations to be ==

prepared for their reception upon the Don ; but
the Russian commissaries took especial care to
convey into their own pockets the 1money
allowed to complete the .work according to the
intentions of their sovereign. When the Arme-
nian colony arrived, they found a parcel of
miserable huts, constructed in the most expe-
ditious and most wretched manner. These
have since been converted into neat and
comfortable dwellings : many of them are of
limestone, and they are covered with tiles: in
the manufacture of these tiles, as well as of
earthenware in general, the inhabitants are very
skilful.  Other Armenian settlements, belong-
ing to the same district of Rastof, are in the
neighbourhoé'id, and all of them in a flourishing
state. The Armenians are much respected in
the country; their industry, their sobriety,
and their general moral conduct, render them a
most important acquisition to the Russian em-
pire. Their whole population, however, in-
cluding persons of both sexes, and all the
Armenian settlements in the district, does not
amount to eight thousand?®.

(3) Pallas estimates it at 7000. Ibid. p. 480.
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VOYAGE DOWN THE DON,

Again embarking upon the Don, we pro-
ceeded from Nakhtshivan to the fortress of St
Demetry Rastof, about a mile lower down the
river'. It was a place of great importance
when the 7Turkish frontier was nearer. The
Don is here much broader and deeper : ir. con-
sequence of this, the vessels from Woronetz,
unfit to encounter the sea, are broken up, and
their cargoes, the product of Russia, sh.pped
on board lighters and small vessels, and sent
to Taganrog, to load the vessels lying in the

(1) Mr. Heber performed a journey from Tagamog to Rastyf by
land. His observations concerming the latter place are therefore pe-
culiarly appropriate, and serve to supply the deficiency of our own.
““ Here 1t 15 that the barks from Voronetz are broken up, and the
goods embarked from Taganrog. We saw about sixty lighters hiug
in the river, many large enugh to perform the voyage to Arahat.
Some of these, which we poiuted out, they told us had made voyages
all the way to Caffa. There is a large brewery, producing very detest-
able beer and porter. The distilleries are numerous, and, if we un-
derstood right, pay no duties, unless sent inland. The banks of the
Don are covered above by vineyards, and below by stinking Sudak, a
large white fish, drymng in the sun. Fish are caught m great abun-
dance and variety. The principal kinds are, Beluga, Sturgeon, Ster-
let, and Sudak. There are also myrads of Prussian Carp, which, with
all the refuse fish, are hea;;ed up in great dugglills among the black
circular tents of the Calmuchs. The € 'ossags pay no duty on salt,
if it be for their own consumption. The fortress is just above the
town ; it is extensive, but ill situated. In it is a small garrison, and
a school kept by an old Frenchman of the name of André, He had
about twenty pupils, who were tanght French, German, writing, and
geography. They were all very little boys. We had a letter to the
Master, and found an old man in a sheep-skin, which would have
turped the stomach of a Muskick, sitting down to dinner with his
flock.” Heber's MS. Journal.
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Azof and of Taganrog, resides at Rastof; al- e
though those places have each their superior
resident officer, who is called Commandant.
Rastof is garrisoned by Russian troops. We
found it in a deplorable state qf neglect. The
Cossacks of the Don claim the territory upon
which the fort is built, as well as of the land
where the Armenian settlements in its vicinity
are founded. We could learn no other reason
for this, than that these Cossacks have the care
of conducting the mail. Indeed, the generality
of them scemed to consider their land as limited
by a boundary between .xay and Nakhtshivan.
In an empire, so little settled as that of
Russia. whose southern frontier is continually
advancing, by encroachments daily made upon
the territories of other nations, the limits of
any particular province arc not likely to con-
tinue long the same. Other travellers may pos-
sibly arrive, and find the whole race of Don
Cossacks moved, and planted upon the sides of
Caucasus : and thosc of the Black Sea, the
Tchernomorshki, so lately carried from the Dnieper
to the banks of the Kuban, may then be found
repelling the incursions of the Persians and
the _A4fghans, upon the southern shores of the
Caspian.
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Pursuing our delightful voyage with very

- favourable weather, we udvanced towerds Azof;

and as we continued sailing, with LEurore on
our right hand, and Asia on our left', retlections
were excited which contrasted the refinement,
the science, the commerce, the power, and the
influence of the one, with the sloth, the super-
stition, the effeminacy, the barbarism, and the
ignorance of the other. One fact, at least,
may be derived from a general survey of Eu-
rope ; namely, that there exists in no part of it
a savage people, as fixed inhabitants. Every
part of Europe is civilized. If the Nagay Tahter,
the wandering Calmuck, or the nomade Lap-
lander, be considcred as belonging to a savage
race, which 1s nevertheless humane, it should
be observed, that these tribes are peculiar to
no particular territory, but that they lead, like
the more ferocious gipsy, a vagrant life. 1t is
common to hear nations, which are situate
remote from our observation, branded with an
imputation of barbarism: yet it ought to be
confessed, that the peasant of Ireland, the smuggler
of England, or the poissarde of France, is alto-
gether as unenlightened, more inhuman, and
possesses more of savage ferocity, than either

(1) *“ Quique duas terras Asiam Cadmique sororem
Separat, et cursus inter utramgque facit.”
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for the agricultural Laplander, the mountaineer ‘e

of Norway, and the imhabitants of the north of
Sweden, there does not exist a better disposed,
or a more benevolent people.

Several villages are scattered along the banks
of this river; but they consist chiefly of
wretched hovels, constructed of reeds and
flags growing in the shallows of the Don :
having these objects only in view, the traveller
is presented with scenery which answers to the
description given of the wigwams and the
waters of .4merica. Soon after we had passed the
fortress of Rastof, we saw, as we looked back
towards the [Fast, the whole of the settlements
upun the northern side of the river, including
those of Rastof, of Nakhtshivan, and of azay.
Here the Don is divided by the channel bearing
the name of The Dead Danaetz; and the high
lands, upon which those towns are stationed,
continue to form the northern bank of that
branch of the river. We sailed along the main
current, which flows, after this separation,
through a very flat and marshy country. The
only objects interrupting the uniformity of the
landscape are those antient sepulchres alluded
to in the passage cited from Rulruguis®. We

(2) See p. 300.

Divicivw of
the Don.

Tumauli,
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CHAP. endeavoured to delineate a remarkable groupe
v~ of them, consisting of five tombs, much larger

than any of the others near the river; these
have always borne the appellation of The Five
Brothers. They are upon the European side.
If Piolemy’s position of the fexion of tie Tanais
can be reconciled with the site of that remark-
able deviation of the river which is called the
“ Dead Danaerz,” these tombs might be con-
sidered as the actual monuments alluded to by
him', under the name of the Avrars of Asnex-
ANDER. The Bwwei, or Altars of the Greeks,
were called Altaria by the Romans, ul altitudine,
from their being raised high above the ground*.
In low flat countries, where there were ner-
ther mountains nor hills, they raised artficial
ascents for their altars. But sacrifices were
oftered upon the sepulchres of the dead, as upon
altars: and, consistently with this practice,
Alexander paid his vows, and performed rites,
upon the tomtbs of Achilles and of Ajar®, when
he invaded sia, and landed upon the Plain of
Troy; anointing with perfumes the Zrrias
placed upon them, according to the custom of
the age. The same geographer places the

(1) 'Twe 3 vne "EILIITPOOHN ws5 Tardidos worapev Dgvrrms of w1 *Adsfis-
Joow BAMOL  Ptolem. Geogr. kb. iii. . §.

(2) * Altaris ab altitudine dicta sunt, qudd Antiqui diis superis in
wdificiis A terrd exaltatis sacra faciebant.” Sext. Pomp. Fest. de
Ferb, signficatione.

(3) Diodor. Sic. lib. xvii. See also Chandler’s Ilium, p. 70.
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Avtars of Czsar yet nearer to the position of
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these tombs. To one or other of them they will \

probably hereafter be referred. In the mean
time, until we have better knowledge of the
country, and of its antiquities, we must leave
their real history undecided.

Among the various tribes dwelling near the
mouths of the Don and in the neighbourhood

of Rastof, the Tahtars are the most numerous.

Many absurd reports were in circulation concern-
ing the danger of venturing among them. At
Rastof, in particular, we heard some fearful tales
of robbers, and of the banditti of the steppes; but
had every reason to believe that all such stories
were without foundation.

The long-expected view of Azof at last pre-
sented itsell before our eyes, making a conspi-
cuous and considerable appearance, and some-
what corresponding with the false ideas we had
entertained of its importance. Its imaginary
consequence, however, as a fortress, vanished
the moment we arrived; for nothing can be
more wretched or insignificant. The figure it
has made in the wars between Russia and
Turkey has given it a place in our maps and
gazetteers; although the meanest hamlet of
Kamchatka might dispute with it a title to

Fortress
andVillage
of Azof.
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CHAP. notice. A handful of troops, aided only by their
‘e~ bayonets, might take possession of it at any

City of

Taxals,

time. The garrison consists of a few worn-out
Russian invalids. The works, if such they may
be called, are abandoned to decay, and they
are situate beloyv the village; so that, in the
event of an attack, there are several heights
which would command them. The village itselt
stands upon a high ridge, and upon its lower
extremity is situate the fortress. From the
heights we had a view of the entrance of the
Don into the Sea of Azof, and plainly discerned
the town of Zaganrog, across the water. The
mines of the fortress have been described as
very extensive, and considerable excavations
might be observed under the whole of the ram-
parts; but no use is now made of them, and
indeed the officers of the garrison were ignorant
for what purpose many of them were originally
designed. All that remains of the Turkisk for-
tification is a part of a wall, now a mere ruin.
The inhabitants shewed to us an old rampart
raised by PeTer THE GREAT, upon the opposite
side of the river, as it was used by him when
he besieged the place.

It has been generally supposed that the
antient city of Tanais existed either upon the site
of Azof, or in its immediate vicinity : we were
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particular in our inquiries concerning the site of 'CHAP.
it, both among the officers of the garrison and ‘e
the other inhabitants. We also made such
research as the time allowed us would permit;
but not a trace of any former city could be dis-
covered, neither had there ever been observed,
as a vestige, any of those remains which infal-
libly indicate the cities of the Greeks. Of these,
broken pottery, as the most usual, owing to its
incorruptible nature, almost always serves to’
point out the locality of Grecian cities, even
when medals and other marks of their topogra-
phy have not been found. It is natural to con-
clude, that if the Greeks ever built a city upon
this branch of the Don, it must have stood near
to its banks, and not at any distance from the
water. But the site of 4z9/'is the only spot
near the river where it has been possible to
build. The rest 1s all « swamp, even the reeds
of which are annually inundated. To the ecast,
the south, and the south-east, the interior of the
country exhibits a parched and barren desert:
the rest is all one vast morass, consisting of
deep fens and water. If, then, upon the more
elevated soil, which affords a foundation to the
fortress and to the present village of Azof;
such a city as Tanais once stood, the immense
excavations carried on by the moderns, from
time to time, in the formation, and the reparation,
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CHAP. and the destruction of the citadel, must have
——~— brought to light some relic of antiquity;
either medals, or weapons, or vases, or sepul-

chres: yet, in no instance, has there ever been
observed a single vestige or remnant of any
former settlement, except the citadel originally
founded by the Zwrks. Some of the senior offi-

cers, who were well informed concerning every

thing that had happened here since the time of

PeTer THe GreaT, and among others the Com-
mandant, declared that nothing had ever been

found of this description; and maintained, that

in all the country about the place there was no

mark of the existence of any former city.
About fifteen years ago, some coins were dis-
covered upon the shore of the Sea of Azof, fur-

ther westward ; vut the characters upon these

coins were described to us as Indian, or Chinese:
probably they were Tahtarian, or Turkish. 1f

Pobatle  there ever did exist such a city as 7anais, we
g}t:ﬁ"énny might expect to find the traces of it at the
of Tavb- extremity of that northern embouchure of the
Don which was before mentioned, as bearing

the very name the Greeks gave to the city, in

the appellation 7danaets, Danaets. This channel

we had no opportunity of exploring. Perhaps

some future traveller will meet with more
success in the inquiry; and to further it, we

have afforded him a clue, in our Map of the





