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• . . 
The fir:;t vo~age attempted and et fOOT h by the 'expert and v~iant captaine f. 

Frand Drake him eIre; ,oiith a ship called the magon, an~ ~other Ihip and a 
Pinn , e, to Nombre de D· -,.and Darieoe. ab "It the yeere 157'2, Wrinen and 
recorded by one Lopez 3Z a Portugall borne in the citie of Elu , in maner follow, 
which Portugale, with the discou e about him, was taken at the riuer of Plate by 
the '~ps' et foarth by theRightHonourable the Earle ofCuml>erland, in the ee e 
15 6. • 

• 
.. 

,.. HERE, wa a certaiDe Engli h man named Francis Drake, who haaing inteJJigence ho 
the towne of Nombre de Dio in ueua Esp-anna, had but small tore otpeople remainin 

there, came on a night. and entred the Port with foure Pinness . and landed about IW men 
& leauing 70 men with a trumpet, in a Fort which wa there, wit the other 80 he tred e 
towne, without doing any harme, till he came to the market pl C J and there dischatged hi 
caliuers, & ollnded a trumpet very loud, and the other which he had left in the Fort an- .. 
wered him aft r the ame maner, \vith the pischarging their caliuers, ~ d ounding thei 

trumpet. ; the people hereupon not thinking of any ueh matter, were put' gr at reare, 
and waking out of theirleepe fl d aU into the ouo13in , inquiring one of a other hat 
the mafter 'hould be, r maimng as men amazed, not knowing hat that 'prore wa whic " 
happened 0 suddenly in th t wne. But 14 or 15 of them ioyning t ther with tb ir har
quebuze , went to the market place to 'n what th y were that ere in the to nf', and in a 
Clirner of the market place they did di COli r the Engli men, and e ing them to be but rewe:, 
di charged their caliue at tho.. Engli. hm n: th ir fortune wa such that they kill d th 
Trumpett r, and hot one of the principall.men thorow the lecrge, ho eein him eire hurt, 
retyred to the Fort, where t e r t of their cOf!lp.my was left: t ey which, ere in the Fort 
'ound their Trump t, and eing that th y in the towne eli not an we them, an hearin~ 
the caliuers, thought that al1 th J~ in th towne had ben lain:' and thereupon fled to til ir 

inne ~: th Engli h captaine omming to the Fort, and t finding hi men wbich he left 
th rf', he and his wer in 0 gr at fi • re, that I auing their furnitul' behind tbem. and putting 
off th ir ho e, they w nlme, -and w d d all to their Pinne ~ and eDt with theIr hip. 
again ut of the Port. 

Thus this Engli h Captaio·c caned FroneL Drake~ departed from 
onely one man in tbe towlle hich wa lookina ou of a windo, e to 
and of hi!'! men had onely hi Trutnpetter !aine. . 
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VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, M. Francis Drake. 

The ~t es- But he being discontented with the repulse which he had receiued there, came to the 8f)~nd 
~: l:w of Dariene, and hauing conference with certaine Negros whieh were fled from their masters 
~ ~ of Panama, and NOJQbre de Dios, the Negros did tell him, that certaine Mules came laden 

• «Di!fD with "gold and iluer from Panama to 'Nombre de Dios, who in compani of these Negros 
went thereupon on land, and stayed in the way where the treasure houJd come with an hun
tired hot, and 0 tooke two compani of mules, which came <fnely with their drPUers mi -
trusting nothing, ~nd he carried away the gold onely; for they were not able to c~rrie the iluer 

1\4. P1'UIci. through the mourrtaines. And two dayes after he came to the hou f6 of Crosses, where he DtW;clt 
the killed sixe or seuen marchants, but found no golde nor siluer but much marchandize: 0 he 

fired the house, where was burnt aboue 200000 Duckets in maTchandize. and so went to hi 
ship againe: and within halre an hlmre after he wa a ship-boord, there came down to the 
sandel three hundred shot of the Spaniard in the ight or his ships, of purpose to seeke 
him, but he cared little for them being out of their reach, and so departed with his treasure. 

'. 

The voyage of lohn Oxnam ofP1immo~th, to ;he We t India. and oueT ,the straight of 
Dariene into the South sea. Anno 1575. Writte by the foresaid Lopez Vaz in the 
~aid discourse. • 

THere was another Englishman. who hearing the spoyle that Francis prake had ,done 
vpon the coast of Nueua Espanna, ' and of his goo" aduenture and safe returne home, wa 
thereby prouoked to vndcrtake the like enterpri e, with a ship of '140 tunne~, and '10 men .. 
and came th~ther, an~ had also conf,.rence with the foresaide Negro : and hea~ing that the 
golde and siluer whIch came "p~ the Mul from Panama to Nombre de DIO , wa no\ 
~onducted with soulrliers, ,he de.termined to do that wI' ch neuer any man before enter
prised: and landed in that plaoe where Francis Drak~ befote had had his conference with 
the Negros. I This man couered his ship after he had brought her aground with boughes of 
trees, and hid his great Ordinance in 'the ground, and S(') not leauinO' any man in hi ship. 
he too}{e two small pieces of ordinan~e, and hi caJiuers, and good store of vi tuals, and ~o 
went with the Negros about twelue leagues into the maine land, to a riller that goeth to the 
South sea. and there he cut wood and made a Pinne sc, ,,,hich wa tiue and fortie foote by the 
Keele, and hauing made this Pinne e, he went into the outh sea, carrying sixe Negro. 

The IlInd 01 with him to be hi guides. and 0 went to the Hand of Pearle, which is flue & twentie 
leagues from Panama, which j in the way that they come from Peru to Panama, and there 
he wa~ ten dayes without hewing him eIre to any man, to see if he miCTht get any ship that 

. came from Pent: At last, there came a sman Barke by. which came from Peru from a place 
ailed Quito. whilih he tooke and found in her sixtie thousand pezo ' of golde, and much 

victuals. But not contenting him elfe with this prize. hee stayed 1000' without ending a\ ay . 
ni prize or any of the men, and in the iode of sixe daye~ after, hee tooke another Barke 

. . ,which came from Lima, in which he tooke an hundred thousand pezos of 81 uer in barres, 
with the which hee thought to halle gone, & entredl'the riuer, but first he went into the 
Islanas to see if he could find any pearles: wher~ he found a few, a1'\d so r turned to his 
pinnesse againc, & so sailing to the riller from whence he came, and comming ncere to 
th mouth of the sayd riuer, hee sent away the two prizes that hee tooke, and with his pin
nellM he went vp the riller. The Ncgro8 that dwelt in the l. .. land Qf pearls, the same mght 
that he went from them, lYent in Canoas to Panama, and the Goucrnour within two dayes 
sent roure barkes with 100 men, 25 men in euery one, and Negr08 to rowe with ~e cap
taine John de Ortega, whi& went to the Island of pearles, and there had inteHigenre, 
which way the EngliRh men were gone, and following them he met by the, way the ship 
which the English men had taken, of whom he learned, that the Engli .. h men were gone vp 
the riuer.l and he 'going thither, when he came to the mouth of the riuer, the captaine of 
Panama knew not which way to take, because there were three partitions in the riucr, te)
gae vp in, and being determined to gne vp the greatest of the direc riuers. he saw camming 
downe a Jener.riuer maq,y feathers of .hennes, which the EtJgli hmen had pu1Jed to eate, and" 
being glad thereof, bee we~ vp that riuer where bee saw the feathers, and after that he had· 

( b~ne 
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bede in that riuer foure daies, he descried tlte EngJishmens pinnesse vpon the Dds, and 
com ming to her, there were no more then sixe Englishmen, whereof they killed one, and the 
other flue escaped away, and in the pinnes e he found nothing but victual : but this captaine 
of Panama not herewith ali tied, determined to seeke out the Engli hmen by Jand, and leau
ing twenty men in his pinne es, hee with 80 shot went vp the countrey : hee had not gone 
halfe 'a Jlague, bllt hee foufld a house made of bough , where they found all the Englishmen' 
goods, and th~ gold and sHuer al 0, and carying it backe to their pmne es, lhe Spaniards were 
determined to goe aw.y, without following tbe En~lj h men any further,' · . 

But at the end of three daye , the English captarne came to tHe riuer with an his men, and A ~ 
aboue 200 Negros, and set vpon the Spaniards with great fury: But the Spaniard hauing the tw: the 

, aduantage of trees ,vhich they stood behind. §lid e~ily pt'eu~ile, and killed eleuen Engli Ir~'~ 
, men. and fiue egros, and tooke other seuen Enghshmen alaue, but of the Spaniard, two 

were laine and fiue sore hurt. 
Among other thing. the Spaniards enquired of the Englishmen which they tooke, why th~y 

went not away in fifteene dayes liberty which they had. They answered, that their capbine had 
commanded them to carie aU that gome and silner which they had, to the place where they 
had left their shippe. and , t~,ey had promi ed him to carie jt~ although they. made three or 
foure iourneys of it, for hee promi ed to .gju.e them part of it besides their wagt' , but the 
mariners would haue it by and by. and so "their captaine being angry because they' would 
not take-his worB, rdl out with them, and they .with him, in so m~ch ~hat one of the company 
would haue killed "the Captaine, so that the Captaine wo 1~ not haue t~m to carie the trea-

. ure, but ayd he~ would eeke Negros to carie it. and s "he went .... nd sought for Negros, 
and bringing those Negros to carie it, hee met with the fiue English men ·that hee had Jeft in
n; pinne e which ranne from tlle Spaniards. and the ref!t also' which tan from the house, and, 
tbey told him what the Spaniard!! had done, and then making friend hip with all his men, hee · 
promised therv halfe of all the treasure jf they got it from the Spani!lrds, and the NegrOJi pro
mised to helpe him with their bowes and arrowes, and taere upon they came t6 seeke the 
Spaniards. and now that .some of hi company were killed and taken, hee thought it best to 
returne to his ship, and to pa se backe for England. The Spanish captaine hearing this" hau
ing buried the dead bodies, and hauing gotten all things into hi barkes, and taling the 
English men and their pinne se with bim, he returned to Panama: so the voyage of that 
English man did not prosper with him, as hee thought it would baue done. 

Nowe when the foure barkes were come to Panama. they sent aduise also to Nombre de Di-
0·, and they of Nombre de Dios ent also from them other foure barkes which (all the Spani
ard$ say) found the Engli h hip where she was hid, and brought her to Nombre de Dios : ~ 
and that th.e Viceroy of Peru not thinking it good to suffer fiftie English ,men to remaine in. 
tl1e countrey, nt a seruant of his called Diego de-Frees, with a hundreth and fiftie shot into 
the mountaines to secke them out, who found them making of certaine Canoas to goo into ' 
the North sea, and there to take som l"\ilTke or other: orne of them were sickel and were The Endith be
taken, and the rest fled with the Negro~, wh in the end betrayed them to the Spaniard, 0 ~n,.f;d to the: ' 

that they were brought to Panama. And tbe Iu tice of Panama asked the Engli~h captaine paniardI. 

whether hee had the Queenes licence, or the licence of any other Prince or Lord fot' hi 
attempt. And he answered be had none. whereupon hee and all his company were con-
demned l? dye, and s? were ~1l ex.ecuted. auing th ~aptaine. the-Master •. the Pilot, and fiue 
boyes wJiJchwere carled to LIma. and there the Captame was eX&cuted WIth the other two. Thedtath 01 
but the boves be yet liuing. · JoIuaOIll8_ 

The Kin'g of Spaine hauing inte1ligence of these matters: lent 300 men of warre against 
tho. e Negros which had assistt"d tho e Engli!!lh men. which before w~re s1aues vnto the Span
iard , and a before is sayd, fled fmm their masters vnto those mountain • and 0 ioyned 
themse)ues to the English meg, to the ende they might the better reuenge them. elues on the 
Spaniards. 

At the fint comming of these 800 louldiers, they tooke many of the Negr08, and executed 
B j . great 

• 
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• 'cc YpOIl them: But after a season, the Negro gr w wise and wary, and preo8"ted 
iuds, tU nane of them could be taken. . 

e Spaniards of tbat countrey maruel1ed much at thi one thing, to see that inee the 
co~quenng of thl land, there h:lUe bene many Frenchm n, toat haue come to tho e Coun· 
treys, but heuer saw English men tnere but on Iy tho c two of whom I haue spoken. And 
~tbOligh there ltaue many Frenchmen bene on the coast, yet ncutr duret they putf60te vpon 
lanel, only those tWo Englishmen aducntured it, nnd did iuch exploits, as are before remem .. 
bred. • . . . . ' 

ML these things comming to the hearing of the king of Spaine, he prouided two Gal1,ies 
to well appointed to keepe those cOaStes: and the first yeer they tooke sixe or seuen French 

......... - hips. And after that this. wa knowen, there were no more Englishmen or Frenchmen of =:tD warre tha.t durst aduentul'e to approch the coast, vntill thi present yeere 1586, that the 
~tbc s- aforesayd Francis Drake, with a trong fleete of 24 ship arriued there, and made spoile of 

Sa.nto D01l)ingo. Carthagena, and S. Augustine, thing that afe knowen to ~11 the worlde. But 
it is likely that if the Kivg of Spaine liue, he will in time prouide suffi iept remedy to keepe 
his cou~trey and subiec from the in\lasiol\ of other n jons. 

'. 

' . . 

The voyage of Master Andrew Barker of Bristoll with two' ships, the one called 
the Ragged staffe, the otber the Beare, to t .coast of Terra firma, and the Bay ' 
of Honduras in the West Indies, in the yeere 1576. Wherein the rea on are 
premi ed which mooued him 0 set forth thi voyage again t the Spaniard : col. 
lected out of certlline notes. nd exalllinafon touching this cntefpribe by M. 
Richard Hak~uyt. 

FIrst of aU Andrew Barker han'ing ~bode in one of tbe CaQary IslandR called Tenerif for 
a certaine. time, and returning home left behind him Charle Chester (the on ne of Dom· 
inic Chester qterchant of Bristol) to learn the language. Now the ayd Andrew Barker 
forthw:th vpon his arriual in England,. in Nopember.. J 57+, fraighted a mall r hip (nam d 
the Speedwell of Bristol) to go~ for the Canarie with cloth and other merchandi of great 
nlue. He sent also one lohn Drue of Ba table as hi. Factor to make sale and di po e of the 
said good ~ who when he arriued at. Tenerif, landed the marchandize, and sent home the 
barke with some !UDall quantity of wine, rpaking account to sell the sayd warcs to gre:tter 
aduantage in prouiding wines apd sugar for the lading of another hip, which Andrew Barker 
had appointed to ~nd thirher. Also according to this h~ purpose S' aid Andrew in March 

. following sent a ship c.all~ the Christopher of Dartmouthl captaine whereof was one Henry 
Roberts of ~ri8tol : who when he had landed in Tenerif, & was in good hope to find the 
lading of his ship in a readin~, cotrary to his expectation, was .;uddenly c t into pri 'on : 
the Spaniards a11eadging that Andr~w Bark~r was aceu ed to the inqulsitii) by Charles Cbe· 
~, whereupon his goods were confiscat, his f:lctor lohn Drue, was attached, an(l he al 0 ( the 

eaid captaine RobeJ1s) being as they suppo~cd Barkcrstpartner, was in like 80rt to be im
prisoned. Jp fine all the foresaid commoditie appertaining to. the ·said Andrew and his 
brotber M. lohn Barker and others to the value of 1700 pound and vpward (as it doth 31?: 
pe;u'! by prooffS of re.cord in the Admiralty) w~re \·tterly lost, being confiscat to the said 
InquisiriQn. Howbeit .captai.ne Roberts by the meanes of a frier wa~ deliuered out of pri on 
(which COfJt him all the marchandize he brought with him in his ship) and so returned with 
dead fraight to.the .pmme of 200 pound that afterwards Andrew Barker discharged.- In re
compeme of which iniurie [for that no suite preuaileth again t the inquisition of Spaine) 

alto to recouer his losse of t he Spaoiards themselues, at hi'll owne charge with the help 
• frie"ds )lee furoillhed two barkes for the West Indies, the greater of which barkes was 

,the Ragged .taffe, hif1Jsclfe being captaine, & Philip Roche Master thereof, the other 
DJI".!l the Beare hid one William COX~ of Limehouse for her Master and captaine. And 
thUl aU ~r company being imberked at Plimmoth on Whitsonday in the befrinning of tune, 
_ .... __ ... forwarcl,. C%,in .o~r.course we met wi,h a ship of Lpndpn, & afterwards with another hip~ 

.,.,..e nothing fro either of thCf1. Our fint arriuat '\Va! at one of the Island of Cape Verde, 
named 

• • 
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• name4 Del nl, vz. the I J of 881t, w~ we too e certain "bee caue4 Tortoieet, .nd there ..... 
we remained one night and halt'e the day following. And trom tbene wee came to !tie 
I Ie of Maio, being diltBm from Isla del sal, 1 or 1& leagues, where w tooke in fresh wa- 'l'laeldiGf 
ter and traffiqued with certaine PortugaJs inJlabiring is tbat place, of whom we had lOme Malo. 
victuals for kniues and beades: and t'here we remained one day and one night: but our trum
petter wa ttrecherowdr lainff by those Portugais, in reuel1ge of which tnunher we set on T_ ~ 
fire two of their smal villages. From thi bland wee 'haped our course 'ouer fbe maine lImat. 

. Ocean toward the W t.~ndie, and arriued happj)y at the I land of Trinidad, and had con- The." ~ 
ference with certaine' lndian inhabitant. thereof, who gaue v ery friendly and courteous Triai4W. 
entertainement: and here 'We et vp a pinneMe which we caned forth in the Ragged We, 
and traffiqued with the foresayd Indians for victuals. And after we had spent tte daye in 
this place we departed, and arriued next at the Isle of Margarita. where we tooke a maU ~ 
Spanish ship bauing in her cenaine pitch and 30 tuns of Canat'ie wines whereof we re8erued 
4 or I) tunnes to our scJues, di mi 'ng them without any further damage. Thence (bauing The bl.cCllc... 
remained there a d:i~) wee set saite to the 1 land of Cura~o, where we remained a day J'UIO. 

& a night, & tooke in fresh water, wbat time by the inhabitan ' of that Island (bejn~ 
fl w of them Spaniards, & ~be most part Indias) 14 of our men were treacherously huTt. 
but nQne laine. And from' thence we departed for the maine land Southwards, to a cer-
tBin bay, and there we abode 8 daieS/ but nothing of, any reckoning was- there at- : 
chieued, From thence we arriued at Cape de la Vela, here grewe a contention betweene Cape cIc ~ VelI. 
our. Captaine M. Andrew 8arker, and his Ma fer Philip he, vpon compar' D made be
tweene them concerning the knowledge of Nauikation, anQi3bout other q'uarels, which quarels 
afterward were an 'ocea ion of further mi chiefe. Hence. we ~iled to the bay of Tulu (which TuJu. 
j about 18 league Southwestwa,rd froni Carthagena) where wee tooke a Frigat and certaine r 
treasure therein to the "alue of 500 pound, namely barre of gold, and lingots of siluer, 
and some quantity of corriento or coyne in rial of plate, and cert,. 'n.e peene tones called. 
Emerauds, whbeof one very great, being et in gold~ was found tied ecretly about tbe 
thigh of a frier. Here hauing stayed three dayes, arid now being pursued by Spani h men 
of warre, wee departed with the ayd treasure, and left the Frigat behind v , all whicb trea
sure at that in tant was committed to the keeping of our captaine Andrew Darker. From 
thence we pa~ ed to Nombre de Dics, and !'iO foorth to the mOllth of the riuer of Chagre 1 N--.*DiaI. 

leagu ~ di tant from Nombre de Dios toward the orthwe ·t. There w e landed 10 of our 
men, who trauelled vp into the wood three or foure daies to seeke the Simerons, (which are S'l1IIUOIIII ....: 

certaine valiant Negros Oed from their cruel mastcrs the Spaniard. , and are become mortal' to the S 

enemie., ready to ioyne with the Engli ·h and French again t them) but in th ir earch they : 
ould find none of them. And though ollr men returned aH free from peril of the enemie, 

yet the most p. rt of the sayd ten pen4on- pre nt fell ·icke, and diuers other of our com-' 
pally: 0 that within 14 daye or 9 of our men died of a di ease called there the Calcn ... , 
tUra, \\ hich is a hote and veh ment f, r, And p ioO' b tweeoe Chawe and Vera~ua, we v~ 
tooke a Frigat, and ortle quantity of golde wee found therein. In thi Frigat were ~ Span-
iards whom wee et on hore, and two Flemin ,them wee brought into England witb v : 
wre had thrrein al 0 foure ra. t pieces of Ordinanc I 3 h:lrql1ebuz~ on erocke, 16 panilth 
caliuers, and a booke of NalJi 2,3tion: and in this Frigat orne of our company came home. 
ward into England, Thu pas ing forw3rd in our course, we ca e to Veragua, where cap-
taine Balker, & Philip Roche hi. Mast el'l fought vpon the fores;l:d qu:tre] in which combat -
the captaine wa hurt a little in the rhceke. Here we anke our· Admirall the Ragged staffe. 
be(':\u!4e of her great leakage', and imuark d part of our com y in the p:mi. h Frin-at, which 
immediately b fore we had surpri. cd. From hence (by the dir ction of certain Indian ) we 
Ray ted into the gulfe of the Honduras:, there we tooke a barke h rin were ials of ,plate, to ~ 
the value of 100 pound, Mail. or Indl:m wheat, h nne" beefe and other small thlllg8. In 
fhi bark also were certain Spaniard, \Vh reor on \Va the Scriuano or , ecretary of Car
thagena. ho (being a man of some' note) wa_ put to hi ran ome, l"hich ~'a payd in gold: 
the r t Wf're diemi d freely. And after passing by diuers J lands, we arrlued at an J~Ja~d 
c ned S. Francisco, being in the mouth or the great bay, · calJed the Honduras. And wlthm r-~~ 
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two dayes next after our arriuaU there, William Cox ;lnd diu other (which for cer~ine 
. . ca sbalbe namelelf8e) came aboord the ship wherein the captaine then was, and disposessed 

~c:~~c.~ bim as well of the sayd ship, a of the treasure in the ame, and forthwith put our captaine 
War. with violence on shore, where he and on Germane Weiborne fought to.!fcther, and were 

both wounded. After this our captaine de irou to come on boord, was re tsted by the per
ons aforesayd, who answere~ him that be 'hould n?t come on boord till th~y were ~eady to 

depart. Our men had appointed ten person of their company for th~ keepmg of thIs Island 
of S. Francis.-;o.: but about breake of the day, on a certaine momiQ$. ,'ixti~ paniards ar
riuing ecretly in the I land, surpri ed our people on the sudden, what time there were 

Btrker II 8 t~irti~ of. our men on shore: in which, urpr; e, they slew our captaine, M. Andrew Barker 
otbet ~ne by with eight others, namely, one Wilde of Bri tol, and Michael our Chirurgian. Richard of 
tIae s~ . Bristed, Thoma Sam poole, Thoma Freeman, Thoma Nightingale, Robert laebon, Walter 
. New 00; and the captaine boy and one other were hurt. Now after that William Coxe, and ' 

the rest (which :were aboord the barke) perceiued that the captaine, & some others were 
slain, he reeeiued them that ere 1iuing into the ship, hauing before that time refu ed ome 
of them. After thO misfortune they went tQ,an Islanc.t di fant from therlce a leagu~, where 
Coxe deuided a chaine of gold (which was found in 'the captaine chest after his death) 
amongst the company. Artet: this Coxe went in a pines e (which wee tooke at the I Ie of 

The !"'De of Sant Franci co) with certaioe others of our men . Ii a skytre, to the towne of Truxilfio, in 
~~~ the bay of Honduras, which towne they surpri ed, and had therein wiDe and uyIe as m,ueh as 

they would, and diuer ' other. good/thing, but no gold nor ~i1~e.r, nor Jny other trea ure 
whIch they would corife . But b~fore they 1l'011lri retum~ to theIr comparry, tho e that were 
in the barke were ~d in chase by ~en of warre. v-hereby they were infofced euery man 
,to shift for him eUe: 80 for ha 'e they left tho e that were in the skiffe (being 8 persons) in 
the bay of Hondura : what became 'of them afterward God 1uloweth. Hereupon we deter
mined to saile for Englaed, and being in the maine sea homeward bound, about 60 league 
from the Isle of S. Francisco, the Frigat wherein was the treasure for the ad&entur rs, and 
that which pertained to the captaine °to the value of 2(X)() pound, bei~g ouerset with sayle, 

TIle liedof' with a flaw of wind wa ouerthrowen, and all the goods therein peri hed: therein al 0 were 
I'bltip~~ 14 persons drowned, and nine saued, whereof WilJiam Coxe and William Gillam were two. 
;.~~~ After this Philip Roche, Ma. ter of the Admirall called the Ragged taffe, died. And thus at 
~~sa:.length, (by the he]pe of God) we arriued in the Isle of Silly neere Cornwall where we left 

o our Frigat which we built new vpon the shore of the Honduras, hauing in her at our landing 
, ten botisios of oyle, and the foure cast Peecell that were in lohn Oxnams Frigat (which the 
~ ~C:: yeere before was taken in the streit of Dariene) three harquebuzes on crocke, certaine caH
Oma. reQIUU. uers, and certaine treasure: Where William Cox and Andrew Browne deuided the treasllre 
~ amongst their company, deliuering to 80m tiue pound, to some sixe pound, to ome euen 

".pound, to some mOTe, as euery man was thought to haue deserued. The barb and the re t 
or the Ordinance was left in the Island, to the vse of Andrew Browne. Diuers of our com
pany, vpon Ollr arriuall at Plimmouth were committed to prison at the IUfte of M. lohn Bar
ker of Bristol, brother vnto our Captaine M. Andrew Barker, as accessarie to our captain 
death, and betrayers of him vnto the enemie. And after straight examination of many of 
" , by letters of direction from her Maiesties priuie Counsell, the chiefe malefactors were 
onr1y chasti ed with Jong Wtprisonment, where indeede before "God they had deserued to 
die: where.of some, although they escaped the rigor of m~ns law. yet could they not auoide 
tbe beauy 1udgement of Goer, but shortly after came to DlIserable ends. Which may be ex
ample to others to shew them8.~ faithfull and obedient in all honest causes to their cap
taiDes and gouernours. 

Pareseer de Don Aluaro B3~n, marques de Santa enlZ, tocante la Armada de Fran. 
cisco Draque, estando en las y:'llas de Vayona: Hecha en Lisboa a 26 de Otubre, 
estilo de Eepanna de 1585, 

LO que ~e, que podra hazer el Armada Ingle e, en caso que quiere passu a Jas In-
• di , ) 

• • 
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dias; r entrar en el mar del Sur, (como 10 ha hecho otra vez Francisco Draque ) con las treynta 
• y dOl naues y galeones, y muc~ lancha y vergantines deremo que trae, y cinco mil hom

bres de guerra, que e eI Dumero que a los de Vayona par cio que venian en eI armada, es 
10 siguiente. 

7 

Leuera 8U derotta al Rio de Ienero, que e en la costa del Br il en 23 grados de Ia parte 
del Sur de. la Linea. E puqto capaz de muchos naujosy muy seguro, adonde e tiene agua, 
lenna, y carne: y tam bien podra tomar harina de Maiz en vn Jugar dos 0 tre legua d.eJ San Vincente. 
dicho puerto, que e ·aize San Vincente. Y por ser camino per las Y81a qe la Madera, J de Madc:r .. 

Canaria, y Cabo Verde,lpodra a quear e tas Yflbs, dandale el tiempo Iugara eflo. ~~ria, 1Cabe 
De de Vaiona a ]a yela de Madera con 10 vientos ort • que 30ra correran ( past'ados los 

viento de Vallee, que aora reynan, por estar Ia costa de Espanna llouida) yra laArmada en • 
sei dia ; de alIi a laS Can arias en quatro, y de Jas Canarias a Cabo verde en ocho, qu~ on 
,per todos diez y ocho dias: y tardera mas 10 que e tuuiere.en aquear las yslas. 

De Cabo Verde al rio de Ienero tardera quarenta dias, que vernan a ser todos do me, es : RiD 4e 1-. 

por manera, que cstando el Armada todo este mes en Galicia, podra ser en e1 rio de Ienero 
en fin de Deziembre.· • 

A la entrada de Ja baia del Rio de Ienero ay vna baxa, adonde con faciJidad hara vn fuerte, LOCAl' pot bau 

e~ que pueden estar mas que quinientos hombre : y pon endole su artilJeria, gu~rdera el YAfucne. 

puerto, y eJ fuerte quedara assaI ado, que ~9r 1a vna parte de~udueste y nordeste tJene lOtI . 
dos canales, pot donde entran 10'1 nauios ~n el puerto: En el qual podra Francisco Draque . 
concertar su Armada, y dexar a11i alguna gente, y partir &n la que Ie paresciere, para entrarEftrttbo~M. 
en el Mar del Sur,:, yr en seguimiento de su viftje al &trecho de Magallanes (que es quini- pIIaDu. 

enta y cinquenta legua de 'aquelpuerto, y. esta en cinquenta y dos grados y media de .parte Mit dd Sur. 

del ur) y entrar por el Estrecha a la Mar del Sur por todo elft,)e de Febre~o; y. yr a 1a clUdad Lilllact~~ 
de los Reys 0 Lima, que esta en'· la costa, y es de. dos mil vezino : y por no ser gente de ::..~~ 
guerra, ni puesta en milicia, y lugar abierto sin fortaleza, ni artilJeria, If podra tomar y saquear.'-t. 
y yr se apoderaado de la tierra; pues tomando los nauios, que ay en aquella mar, no les podra 
entrar socorro de Espanna. • 

Y es de creer que se preuerra a tomar a Panama. p_ 

No queriendo hazer este viaje repartira lJ armada en dos vandas, y [l3queare la y lade SanLa .... ~ 
Domingo, Puerto Rico, y la costa de Tierra firma, hasta Cartagena y Nombre de Dics. Y ~~ 
desde el rio de Chagre, que e xv. Jeguas de Nombre de Dios. podra meter la Infanteria en Ilio de CbIc~. 
lanchas de remo, y en la varcas de carga y de carga en a quel rio, que on mM de cinquenta, 
y llegar hasta la Venta de Cruze, que es cinco leguas oe Panama, que, por ser lugar abierto, P.aJI2ma ~ .. 
sera facil a saquear. \»,,,noyucila 

$aqllt r. 
Y tambien carre peligro la Hau:ma; que aunque tiene fortaleza, es chica y £lac a, y sacand LaMalialDa. 

artilleria en tierra, la tomaran con facilidad. • 
Y de mas de dann que podran haz~r, con forme a este discorso, no sera el menorl cor- • , 

tar el hilo a Ja nauigacion de b Indi a tomar]a flotas, si alli fueren. Tomar 1» Iota 

In que Conuernia hazer para l'eparar estos danno • • 

D"Eqpachar ca~ueJas 'con grandi~ im., diligencia a 10 "irrey y gouemadores de 13 India, 
auertiendo les de la Nueua de la Armada Inglese, para que esten preuenidos, y e pOganen 
orden. Alln'lue, segun el numero de Jas Naues qu han lido de Inglatierra, tengo por sin 
duda, haul'an pa,Rado de aquel1as parte ' alguna banda d Has, hasta'rierra nueua. Porqu~ la 
Reyna a tenido cuidado de embiar y tomar las nao de la Pesqu 'a del Baccalao: Y ass! es 
decreer sin duda 10 de las Indias. • 

Y teniendo se con~ideracion a que, por 10 que se intiende de Inglatierra, han olida ma de 
ochenla nauio con los de Armada: Conuernia qu 'U Mag~tad manda e iuntar otra par.a 
bu car la Inglese, y combatir con ella, ordinando que 10 aleones que tienf Ia corona deate 
ReiM, y 108 qu~ 1iene ~u Mage ' tl\'] rn el Rio de euilln ader can de yr opJ><1sito, ~an~olcs 
carena, para che t'stubie en a punto a qualql1i r ~iaje, por largo q~e fU,e&Oe: y que.a"~;J mlSlDo 
Be embarac;:e yn galeoD del Duque de Florencia, que esta mny bien armado yartdlado, y a Q!omIa
partido de Alical\te ara Cadiz, y complimien'to ha ·ta quare ta naos gruesas, que se hallaJ'3n cru-

eu 
• • 
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'Y1l1CIlI'ray Guiposcoa: y que aderec;:adas, artilladas y puesta en orden, como conuiepe, se 
wlen por ocho mesa. y que desde luego se leuanten basta mil mannero. de Catalunna y 

iUtmcla pm:a·departir en laA naues, y se trayen, como se hizo para la armada de ]a Terc;era: y 
que a8S1 mismo e Jeuanten seys mil soldados, dando condutas para mas gente, que esta, para 

. que aya ate numero de seruicio. 
"ambien conuernia) que de iscaia venga para esta Armada fJO l,atazes, y veYllte Azabras 

d~ Castro. Que las patues sean de 60 ha ta 60 toneladas: y las Azabras, ~como Jas que vi
nieran ala Jornada de Ia Te~era. 

Que se poruea eJ artilleria, poluere, y cuerda, y ploma necessaria, ar~abuzes, mosquetas, y . 
picas de respito para ]a guardia de la costa. 

Conuerne hazer otra -armada de dos nao cada 400 toneladas, y otr:s quatro de a dozien
tas, !' quatro patazes, y mil so]dados, de mas de]a gente de mar. 

Auiendo visto y -considerado,. que en dos me es han hecho tantos danno los Ingle es can 
los nauios de mercantes que nauegan par esto mares, y que e de creer que haran 10 misma 
en las flotas que fueren y vinieren de las Indias, cOlluernia, que, como para la ordenanc;a en ti
empo de paz. lIeua In armada las naos CapitOlna y Almio'ante, que lIeuassen aora otras dos ma 
por 10 me no en cada flota: y no par esto se ha de dexar de n:egurar las con Armada. 

TOOas estas preuenciones, me pare;ce, se deuen hazer, para soJa 10 que toca la Armada In
glese, y otras nauios que han lido de aquel Reytlo. 

Peru en caso que Don Antonio V,liese con la Armada, y quisiese intentar]o d'este Reyno, 
seran m~ester las p'reuenciones siguiente . ... 

QVe se apercib;esen el conde de Dena nte, MarqueS de Soria, conde ·de Altamira conde 
de Monte Rey, Marques de CuraJuo, y los de ma~ Sennores y Cauallero8, a quien se dio orden 
que estubiesen a punto, quando se Tino a este Reyno. • 

Qqe se exercibiese tam bien la gente de las Ciudades de Toro, Zamora. Salamanca, cuidar 
para ocorrer a la parte dentm I)0TO y Minna. Y las de Estremadura y SeuiHa para SOCOlT r 
etta Ciudad de Li. bona, y su Comarea. 

Que se auitualJen los castill08 desta ciudad. ribera, y comarca, y prouean depo]uere, ctlerda, 
y p10mo, y 10 demas tocante el artilleria, como 10 he pedido. en las re]aciones, que he embiado 
a su Magestad en 7 de ma~ deste anno 1585. Que se prouean las galeras par quatro mC~C5!: 
y vengan otras sye de Espanna, a este Rio con 120 8oldados por galern, para que los pucdcn 
reparriT, en las acho que estan aca. Y en caso que esto Be ay, que la armada Ing]esa no pa'tse 
a las Indias, y se ocupen en 10 delte Reyno, porque haure nauios de Ingleses, que acuden a 
10 ftO Y a 10 otro, Sf'ra foJVoso hazer otra armada para 10 de las Indias, de doze naos, quatro 
patajel, y mil y quinjentos 8Oldados. 

• Todo ato, me paresce, conuiene al seruicio de su Maiestad, se preuega y apercibiese can 
•• muchadiligencia y cuidado, proueiendo del dinero necessariu para ella, sin qt!e se aguarde ]0 

VIla a 10 otro, sino que tado se haga sin deserirlo: Reilitiendo me en to do a mejor parescer. 
Heeha en Lisboa a 26 de Otubre de 1585. An os. • 

• 
The Ofinion of Don Aluaro Ba~an, Marques of Santa Cruz, and high Admirall of· 

SpalDe, touching the annie of sir Francis Drake lying at the Isles of Bayona .in 
Galicia. written in Lhibon the 26 of October after tjle account of Spaine in 
the yere 1585. r 

• · m.t wlOch it seemeth viltO me, that the English army may doe, if theyseeke to passe vnto 
be est Indies. and enter into Jhe South sea (as Francis Drake hath done once before) with 

their thirty hips and galeons, and many pinne81e8 and shal0Pl' with oares. which they haue with 
.UllRII .... aad 5000 men of waITe, which they of Bayono thinke to be in the fiene, is as fol-
~ ~ . 

They 1M}' take their course to the riuer of lenero, which is on the coast of Brasil in 23 
"- :'In ':~ to the South of. the Equinoctial line. It is an hauen capable of many ships and very 
~::CII where there j waterl wood and Besh: and likewiae Drake may haue corne of Maiz in a 

... .. towae two or three league. from ~e sayd hauen, whjeh is called S. Vincente. 
, . .. And 

• 



• And becaU8e the coulH i. by the ,hle. of Mtden,' die (Janartea, end:- Cape vade, be 
peke thOle land) the time eereing im for th. purpGte. ' '.. 

From Ba1008 to the Isle of Madera, with the Northeme wind. which now WiI begin to blow, ...... 
when the Westeme wind. be put. which pre.ently doe blowe heealJ e that it bqinneth to 
raine on the coast of Spaine, the Beett may run in 6 daieH, and from thence to tbe CaUries in c..- . 
foure, and from the Canaries-to the Isle of Cape Verde in eight, which.n togedlet .. ke'I"ll. ..... ., 
eighteene dares: and he may .tay a, much time more as .hall ten1e him to ·ncb the c.,. v ..... 
Islands in. ;1 ' 

We may saile frot(rt ape Verde to the riuer of Ienero in 40 daYe9, hicb in the whole~ 
amount vnto two moneth. So that the Beet remaining all tbi moneth of October OD the ICiMnI; 

coast of Galicia. it maY come to the riuer of Jenero in the end of December. 
At the entry of the bay of the riuer of Ienero there is a Oat low land where a fori.mat A~.., ... 

very eaaily be made, wherein aboue 600 men may be left: and placing hi artillery thetein, =-':.:- . 
he may keepe the hauen, & the fort wi( be able to hold out all ult. becau that on ~oftbl 
Southwest and Northeast sides are two {'hanels whereby the alii come into th~ hauen :n_"""" 
wherein Francis Drake may repaire h: army. and leaue there some people, ~nd depart with 

, so much of the rest as hal seeme good ,rnto him to enter into the' outh ell, It go on vpon 
his voyage to the tretght of Magelan, which is 550 leagues 110m the fol'l!8lid hauen, and ~ rI 
standeth in 52 degrees & a halfe toward :the South, a rna} enter by the streight into tbe ........ 
South sea aU the moneth of pebruary, & so may to goe the citie of Lima, otberwise called The citlc.~ U. 
the citie de ]08 {tellf. which standeth on the sea coast ha ... ing two thousand . 1*bitants in it.::~ 
But in respect thar they be no warljj\e people ""r exercisel in armes, and liSe- the pJace~ue~" 
is open and without fortresse & artillery,' he may take ~d sacke it# and Dl*e himself.master~ . die 

on the land., & afterward takin~ those ships which are in tlt&t sea. our people can haue noSoudarc!'~ .. 
succour of ships out of Spaine. tiut by the streight of Magelan, which is a long way about. ~ . 

It is also very creclible that he will be able to take Panama. . ....... l1li1 .. 

If he seeke t to take tb· course he may diuide his army into-two pam, 8: Backe the Isle or;:a-fccoM 

S. Domingo, Puerto Rico, the coast of Tierra firma vnto Cartagena and ombre de Dios. ~wbida 
And from the riner of Cbagre., which is fifteene leagues from Nombre de Dios, he may:=-Itukt 

end his footemcm in shalops with aares and, in the vetl8els wblch carrie goods vp and done 
the riuer. whereof there are aboue fiftie there. and pass vp to the lodging of tbe .CI'O!ISe8, . 
called in Spanish Venta de Cruzes. which is fiue leagues from Panama, which becaufe it isp_ .... 
an vnwalled towne may ea ily be tabo. ~. =~ 

And Hauana also will bee in great danger, which albeit it haue a fortre8Se,' yet it is but H:-..... 
little and weake, and bringing hi! great ordinance on shore hee may take the lame with greatbc ~ 
facilitie. 

Ana besides these doma~et which he may do, aecording to tIDy di8course .. it will not be'tlle, ... 
the least to cut 1£ the naulgation of the Indie.., to take the West Indian Oeet" if they chance~bc" 
to be there. • . -

Whaf course is to be taken to preuent these mischiefes. .' 
• 

TO dispatch Carauels with all pO¥Sible diligence to the iceroy and gouenoll of the 
lndias, aduertising them of the Dewes of the English y. that they lIlay be F.uided, and 
make themselues ready for them. Albeit, considering tb IIUJIlber of ships bleb baue beneSlr ..... 
set foort out of England. I a ure my elfe. that some part of tlfem are go of thote~af-=-"" 
pam vnto Newfoundland. For the Queene hath tak fulll order to to • ptBpuilll ....... 
th ships of the fiJhennen tha goe to Baccal, • And it is' . to be tb.ought that ~:::. '= .... 
hath done the like for the intercepting of tbe fleet of the Odi Ifa, flrl, 

And con idering that accordUtg to our intelligence , out of Eagland, aboue ;gsi....... I 

hippes, and the anny of Drake haue bene et foorth from thence, it i, mret th t • m .. :.cr == 
if'8tie should FpaFe another army to ke the Englitb fteete, and to .tigh,t with it., ~~-."'fI 
manding tb the Galeona which belong to the crowne ~gal1".~ thOee of hi lOti tie AdIIWI.r. 
which lye ill the .riuer of 8iui11 bee ptepared to • # and to gine them the 

L. IV. CareDa • 
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I, that they may bee in a l'eadineese for any voyage howe long soeuer it bee: And ' 
Qew"itIe to arreat a Galeon of the Duke of Florence, which is very well armed and furnished 

• great orilinance, and passed lately from Alicante toward Cadiz. and to make vp the 
Ft:'I1*.... berof rartie great shippes, which are to bee had in Biscay and Guipuscoa: and that beeing 
to ,........; rigged, armed ad set in good order. they bee victualled for eight monethtl, and that foorthwith 

there bee leuiecl a thousand mariners of Catalunna and Genoa to1>ee diuided amon ,the FJeete, 
J8J.,..,.. and bee conducted, as they were for the FJeete of Te~era: furthermore that sixe thousande 

'Z. louldien be leuied, giuing commaundement to presse a greater n¥tber, to the ende that 
c:n.. theee may bee able men for eruice. 

Moreouer it is needfull for thi armie that 20. pataches be brought from Biscay, and 20. 
Azabras from Castro. That the pataches bee from 60. to 60. tunnes' and that the Azabra 
\lee Jike those which were in the expedition to Te~era. ' 

That sufficient prouision be made of artillerie, powder, match, and lead, and harquebuzes~ 
'-~-I-ets, and chosen pikes for the keeping of the coast. 

It is also meete to prouide another army of two hips of 400. tunnes' a piece, and other 
foure of 200. ,tunnes,' and foure pataches and a tho.nd souldiers, besides mariners. 

"t~ Hauing seene and considered that the Englishmen wit~ their marchants ships one1y that ' 
:.. wida... trauel'le these aeas haue nuuJe such hauocke in two monerhs, ·and that it is to bee thought 

~wam. that they will doe the like against ~e fleetes whjc:!h goe and come from the Indies: it is ex-
• pecJient, that as by order in time If peace the flecte hath an Admirall and Viceadmirall, 

that now ~t sit Id baue two more at the least in eche Fleete: a1!d neueJlhelesse they are to 
bee waft. bome with an annie. . . • 

In mine opinion all these proui, ions ought to be made onely in regard of the English 
army. and the of the .hi~ which haue bene set out of that kingdome. 

in case that on Antonio should come with an armie, and should seeke to in
uade thit kingdome. these prouisions following would be needefull. 

WIIat fI"*iIiaa t 
~~If of Alta 
......... widathe 
-~. 

,VOVaft,. begun 
to 0'0-
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mingo, Cartagena, and the towne of Saint AuptiDe in Plorida; PubJilhed by 
M. Thomu Cates. . 

, THit worthy knight Cor the semice oC bil Prince and eountrey haaing prepared hit whole 
,~eete, and gotten them downe to Plimmouth in DeuOftlhire, to the number of fine and 

wenty aaiJc.oC ships and pinae&8e8, and hauing a.embled of lOuldien and mariners, to the 
number oc!800. 10 the whole, tfmbarkN them and himeeJre at Plimmoutb aforesaid, tbe 12. 
day of Septem 1585. being accompanied with these men of name ~nd eyrge- which 

,hereafter follow: 
Malter Christopher Carleil ~ieutenant geneaJ, a man of long experience in the warTeI II 

well by sea as land, who had formerly caried high offices in both kinclee in lIWly fighu, 
which he discharged alw~ies very happily, and with great good reputation. 
, Anthonie Powel Sergeant Maior. 

Captaine Matthew Morgan, and Captaine lohn Sampson, Corporals of the field. 
These officers had. commandement ouer the rest oC the lancJ-Captainet, whose name. 

hereafter follow. 

g::::::: ::!~:~~. }{g:;::: 10~lli:~:n~' 
Captaine lobn Goring. : Captai Wa~ Bigs. 
Captaine Robert Pew. . Captai Hannam. 
CaptaiR,e Geor~e Barton. Captaine . Stanton. 

Captaine Martine Frobisher Vice adllliraJl, a man of great aperience in eea-(earing actions, 
who had caried the chiefe charge of many ships himselfe, in ,sundry voyages before, being 
now shipped in the Primrose. • .. 

Captaine Francis Knoll » Reere admirall in the GaJeon Leicester. 
Master Thomas.v ennor Captaine in the Elizabeth Bonaduenture l'I1dlt the Generall. 

a!lter Edward Winter Captaine in the Aide. 
'Ma ter Christopher CarJeil the Lieutenant generalJ, Captaine of the Tygar. 

Henry White Captaine of the sea Dragon. rThom Moone Captaioe of the Francis. 
Thomas Drake Captaine of the Thomas. lohn Riaen Captaine of the Vantage. 
Thoma SeeJie Captaine of the Minion. lohn Vaugham Captaine of the Drake. 
Daily Captaine of the Barke Talbot. lohn Varney Captaine of the George. 
Robert Cr08~e Captaine (If the Bark Bond. lohn Martin Captaine of the Benjamin. 
George Fortescue Captaine of the Edward Gilman Captaine of the Skout. 

'Barke Bonner. Richard Hawkins Captaine of the Galiot 
Edward Carelesse Captaine oC the Hope. • called the Ducke. 
lames Erizo Captaine oC the White Lyon. Bitfteld Captaine or the Swallow. 

, 
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Sir .FtiuW ~~ 

~'=III~'=~:: ~_IM 9,",,1Y that the } di,,1I1ItCl ·iI to ,0 abOOrd of them. 
~Il •• the mor againe, w discried another tall hip of t lu 

n hom Master Carliel the Lieutenant gene,.U being in the 
Tygar, dertooke the c , om o' anon affer the Adrnirall follow dl and th Tygar 

uin( caueed the said m.n,e .J» to strike her saile., kept h r there without trering any 
~y to go aboQrd ynrill thc Adm H wa come vI': who forthwith ending- or the Ma ter. 
and ctiueJ8 .thers of their princip men, arid causing th m to be seperaUy examin d, found 
the ship and goods to be belonging to the inhabitants f S. Sebastian in paine, but the ma- . 
rin~~ to bee fur the UlO t part belonging to • lohn de LllZ, and the Passage. In this ship 

great store of dry ewland fi h, commonly called with vs Poore Tohn, whereof afterwards 
(being thus found a lawfuH priz ) there was di tribution made into all the ship of the fleet, 
the same ~i.ng so n.ew ~d g09<i, as it did ve('y greatly bestead vs in the whole CO\l e of 
our voyage. A day or two after the taking of thi ship, we put in within the Isle of Bayon, 
fur lacke of flluourable wind: where we had no ooner ankered onte part of the fl t I 

but the Generall commanded all the pinne es with th~hipboats to be manl)ed, and ellery man 
to be furni hed with en armes as ere needful for that ptesent seruiee; which being donc, 
the Generall put hi&n&elfe into h' gallie, which was al 0 well furnish d, and rowing ~owards 
the city of Bayon, widt intent, an~ fauour of:the Almighty to urprise it, before we had 
aduanced one halfe league of ~y. there came a me senger being an Englitlh merchant 
from the Gouernow; to see what strange fleet we were, who came to OUI General, conferred 
a while with him; and aftel' a 8,,311 time s,rent, our GC.n rail cafled for Captaine Sampson, 
and willed him to go to tbe Goner~ot1r of . the citie, to resollle him of two point. The first, 

• t know if there were any warJleil betweene Spaine and England. The second, why our mar
chant with their good were embarged or arrested. Thu~ departed captain ampson with the 

id messenger to the Qitie, where he found the gouernor & people much amazed of such a 
sudden accident. 

The Generall with the aduise and counseIJ of M. Carieil hi Lieutenant gcneraIJ, who wa 
ir the ganey with him, thought not good to make any stand, till lIch time as they were within 
the ot of tbe citie, where they might bee ready vpon the returne of Captaine amp. on, to 
mak a sudden attempt if au e did sequire before it were darke. 

Captain.e Sampson returned with his message in thi ort. .First, touching pea or warr s 
tbe Gouemour said he knew of no wanes, and that it lay not in him to make any, hee being so 
meane a subiect as he was. And as for the stay of the merchant with their good ~ it wa 
th kings pleasure, but not with intent to endomage any man. And that the king coullter
commandement was (which had bene receiued in that place some seuen night before) that 

. English merchants with their goods should be di charge~: fur the more \'crjf~ing wherof, he 
.• nt such m rebat as were in the towne of our nation, who traffiqued tho:c p,uts: which 

beipg at large declared. to our General by them, cou 1\ as taken what might best be done. 
nd for that the night approcbed> it was thought needful to land Oil' forces, which wa done 

. utting vp of tbe day, & hauing quartered our selues to our mo t aduat. ge, with 
SJlftident gud vpon euery strait, we thought to Test our selues for that night there. The 
G ecru vs some refresbing, as bread, wine, oyle, apple!!, grapes, marmalad and 

like. About midnight the: eatber beganoe to ouercast, ID orouch that it W3!1 thought 
ID,I.~ to re ·re aboord, then to make any loager abode on land, and before we could re-

PIeelC. a great ~mpe&t aras " which caused many of our shipp to driue from 
-bold. aDd some" r. forced to sea in great perill; as the barke Talbot, the barke e.'.,-., Itnd the Speedewelt,; which Speede 1 was onely driuen into England, the others 

rec:OII.-1d VB agaiDe: the e tremitie of the Itorme lasted three dares. which no sooner be
-saD to ~~ but . Carleil our Lieutenant generall was sent with his owne shippe and 

: also with the gallie and with diucn pionetMies, to ee what he might doe 
aboue VigD. wbere he~ tooke many boata and some carauels1 diuersly laden with thing. of 

bJlt cbiefly with housbold stu6e, ru~ing into the high countrey, and among. t 
t the 
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VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, Sir Pranc;, Drake. 

WI.en-. before we had marched by seueral cOpanie~, being therunto forced by the badnesse ' 
he way 18 is aforesaid . 
. ow by the time wee were thu ranged 'into a very braue order, daylight began to appeare • . 

aDd being aduanced hard to to wall, e saw no enemie to resist, whereupon the Lieutenant 
generall appointed Captaine Sam on with thirtie shot, and Captaine Barton wit\ other thirtie, 
to goe downe into the towne which ood in the valley vnder V8, and might very pI . nely bee 
-viewed all ouer from that place ere the whole Army was now arriued: and presently after 
these Captline wa~ sent the great n igneo, which had nothing in.it but the plaine Engli ~ 
crosse, to be placed towardes the Sea, that our Fleet might see Saint Georges cross flor; h in 
the enemies fo . Order w giuen that all the ordinance throughout the towne and 
vpon aU the pJatformes, which were aboue fiftie pieces all ready charged, hould be shot off 
in honour of the Queenes Maiesties coronation day, being the seuenteenth of Nouemb~r, 
after the yeerely cu tome of England, which was 80 answered againe by the ordinance out of 
all the 8hi~ in tbe fleete which now was come nere, as it was trange to heare such a thun
dering noise Jast 80 long together. In this meane hile the Lieutenant generall held still 
the most part 'ofbis force on the hill top, till ueb time as the towne was quartered out for the 
lodging of the whole annie: hich belDgdone euery captaiuoe, tooke his own quarter, and in 
the euening placed IUch a 8uo;.:ient gard vpon euery part of the towne that we had no 
cause to feare any present enemie. . 

Thus we continued in the citie the space of 14. daye., taking such poiles as the place 
yeelded, which were for the most part, wil\f. oyle, eale, and some suap like thing for vie
tutU, as vineger, oliues. and lOme such other trash, as merchandise for ~heir Indians trades. 
8 there was Dot found any treasure at all, or any thing el. e of worth besides. 

situation of S. Iago is mewhat strange, in forme like a triangle, hauing on the East 
West sides two mouotaines or rocke and cliffe, as it were hanging ouer it, vpon the top of 

wh h two mountaine!fwere buiJded ctrtaine fortifications to preserue the lowne from any 
hanoe that might bee offered, as in a plot is plainely shewed. From thence, on the South 
ide of the towne is the maine sea, net on the north side, the vaIJey lying betweene the fore
yiI moontaines, wherein the towne tandcth: the said vatJey & towne both do grow very nar

row, . neomuch that the space betweene the two c1iKes of this end of the towne is estimated 
Dot to be aboue 10. or 12. score oucr. 

In the middest of the valley commeth downe a riueret, rill, or brooke of fresh water, which 
hard by the sea ide maketh a pond or poole, whereout our hip were watered with very 
~ eaIe and pl~re. Somewhat aboue the towne on the North side betweene the two 

ouotUns, the valley waxetb somewhat larger then at the tOWn" d, which \'alley is wholly 
• cnu ed into gardens and orchards well replenished with diuers sortlJ of fruite., hcrbes and 

trees. . 'lymlllOM. ONOgel, 8ugar-caoeJ, cachars or cochos DUt!ii, plantan , potaw-rootciI, cucum
.• ben,tmall aod round oDions, garJicke, and some other ching9 not now remembered, among, t . 

. h the cocbos nu • and plantan are very pleua t &uit , the saide cocho hath a hard 
n greene huske ouer it, as hath our alnut, but it Carre ex~edeth in greatnesse, for 

tIIis eochos in his greene bUAke' bigpr than any mans two fi tes: of the hard shen &any 
on • g cups are made here in England, and in iluer as I haue often seene. 

t within thi hard ellen il a white riDe resembling in ~ewe very much euen as any 
t· .IDly do, to tbe white 01 ,m egge when it J' hard boyled. And within this 'white of the 

db a te.r.. hich' if aacl v~ deere, to dle quantitie of halfe a pyo' or there-_-II, icb water aod ice' De berore apoken or, are both of a very coole fresh last .. 
pleating all any t • ''''y be. I baue beanilOme hold opinion, that it is very ~ 



Sir Franci' Drake . TRAFFIQUES. AND DISCOUERlES. 

• the said messenger, he finlt asked them what nation they were. they 3DtWered Englishmen, hee 
then required to kuowe if warres were betweene England and Spaine, to which they answered 
that they knew not, but if he would goe to their Generall he couJd best resolue him of uch 
,particular.J, and for hi. a urance of pagage and repa.age. these Captaines made offer to in· 
gage their credits, which he refused for that he was not IeDt from bilt Gouemor. Then they 
told him. if h Gouernor did d ire to takea cou e for the common bmeflt of the people and 
countrey, his best way were to come and present him elfe vnto our noble and mercifull Go-
uernour sir Franci~ Drak~ whereby hee might bee aB6ured to find fauour, both r"" himselfe 
and the inhabitantes. Otherwise within three day w e hould march ouer the land, and 
consume with fire all 'inhabited places, and put to the word aU ueh liuing soules as wee 
houlde chance vpon: 0 thus much he tooke for the conclusion of his an were. and departing, 

, hee promised to returne the next day. but we neuer heard more of him. 
,Vpon the foure and twentieth of Nouember, the Generall accompa ied with the lieutenant 

gencrall and i e hundred men marched foorth to a village twelue miles within the land, caUed 
Saint Domingo, where the Gouernour and the Bishoppe with all the better ort were lodged. 
and by eight of the c10cke wee came t , it, finding the place abandoned, and the people Bed 
. nto the mountaines: so we made stand a while to ease our seluetll and partly to see if any 
would come to speake to vs. ' -1 " 

After we had well rested our seJue91 the Generall commaunded the troupe to march away 
homewards, in which retreat tbe enemie shewed themseJueB. both hone and foot, though 
not uch force as dU~'tt enco~nter VB: and so in p'a sing ometime 'at the gage with them, it 
waxed late and towal'd night before Wf! could recouer home ~ S. lago. 

On Munday the sixe and twentieth of Nouember, the Generall commaunded all the pin
De se with the boates, to v~e all diJigence to imbarke the Annie into such shippes as euery 
man belonged. The Lieutenant generaJl in like Rnrt commanaed Captaine Goring and Lieu
tenant Tucker, with one hundred shot to make a tand in the market pace, vntill our forces 
were wholly imHarked, the viccadmiral making tay with his pinnes e & certaine boats in 
the harbour, to bring the sayd IMt companie aboord the hips. Also the GeneralJ willed 
forthwith the gallie with two pinneues .to take into them the company of Captaine Barton, 
and the company ofCaptaine Bigil, vnder the leading of captaine Sampson, to seeke out such 
munition as was hidden in the ground, at the towne of Pray a or Playa, hauing bene promised 
to be shewed it by a prisoner, which wa. taken the day before. 

The Captaines aforcsayd comming to the Playa, landed their men, and hauing placed the 
troupe in their best trength, Captaine Samp on tooke the pri oner. and willed him to hewe 
that hee, had promi ed, the whit:h he could not, 01' at least would not: but they Aearching 
all suspected places, found two pieces of ordinance, one of yron, an other of brasse. In the 
afternoone tbe Generall ankered with the re t of the Fleet before the Playa, comming him_elfe 
Wihore, willing v to Lurne the towne and make all ha te aboord, the which wa done by ixe . , 
of the c10cke the same day. and OUT elu imbarked againe the same night, and so e put off 
to ea Southwest. • • 

But. before our departure from the towne of S. Iago: wee establi hed orders for the better A ~ c,oa
gouernment of the Army, euery man mu tered to hi captaine, and othet; were min' tered ::= 
to acknowledge her Maiestie upreme Gouernour, as also euery man to doe bil vttermost en-- Ooar. 

deuour to adu:mce the seruice df the action, and to yeeJd due obedi ce vnto the direction 
of the Genepll and hi office~. By thi prouident coun ell, and layin downe thi good founda-
tion before hand. all thiuWl went forward in a due course. to the ate ieuing of our happy en-
tcrp' • • 

In II the time of our being here, neither the Gouernour for the king of paine. (which isa 
Portugall) n ither the Biahop, whose authontie i great, neither the inhabitan of the townc1 

, or Island euer came a us (which e ' pee ted they hould baue done) to intreate to leaue 
them part of tbeir needfull provo icms. or at the lea t, to • pare the ruining of their 
lowe our going away. The cause of thi th ir "nreasonable di!4tru t (a I doe take it) was 
the fi ftlDembraDCC of the great WfODgt they had dODe to old • William Hawkin of PliJn. 
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.... 5. before. wbfm th8f did both break ' their ~ 
of' , whereof I iudge fDa lane " toocl. &: therefore 

'pel"~ But ·1ICe ·~ l:ame Dot at VI, we left written in undry 
the tpittle , (which bWlding was only appointed to be spared) the ' 

dUconteDtlDeQt & onae toOke at this their refraining ro come 'Into .. , as also at 
rude JIlaDet- of kiUing, kind of handlin, the tlead body ot onelof our boyes 

. found tty them itragliog .1 , from wllom tbey h,.,d taken hill head and heart, and had 
led the other bowe1e about place, ia a IIlO8t brutish and beptly maner. 

In r.euenge whereof at OUl' deputing we coD8Umed with fire aU the houses, as well ill the 
cOWltrey which we saw; as in the toWDe of S. Iago. . 

From hence putting off to the W t Indie" wee were not many dayes at Sea, but there be
ganne among our people uch mortalitie, as in fewe da}le8 there were dead aboue two or three 
hundred men. And vntil some seuen or eight dayes after our comming from S. Iago, there 
had not died anyone dlan of siclrnesse in all the fleete: the ickne e fihewed not his infec~ 
tion wherewith 80 many were str.oken, vntin we were departed thence, and then scazed our 
peopJe with eKtreme hot burning and continuall a • whereof very fewe escaped with life, 
~d yet those for the DW8t part not without great alteration and decay of their wittes and 
streDgth for a long time after. I~ some that ,died were plainely shewed the sm;tII spots# 
which are often found vpori those tPlat be inf~te4 with the plague: wee were not abouc eigh
teeDe daye. in passage betweene the mght of Saint la~o afo~id, and the I land of Domi-

'(8, being the first Island of the W lndie that we fell wit~n, tbe proe being inhabited 
with &auage people, which gor aU nakcd~ their kin,.e coloured with'some painting of a 
aicldiJh tawney. very personable ~ hanclsome strong men, who doe admit litle conuer alion 

th the Spanyards: for a, som.e of our people might vnde~tand them, they had a Spaniard or 
. lie prisoners with them# neither doe I tbinke that there js any aretic for any of our nation, or 

alpy other to be withip the limitJ of their commandem nt, albeit they vsed VI "cry kindly for 
~ few houres of time which wee spent with them, helpillg out folke. to fill and carryon 
tlJeir bare shoulders fresh ~ater from the riuer to our hips boate ,and fetching from their 
houses great store of Tabacco, as also a kind. of bread which they fed on, called Cassaui. "ery 

bite and sauourie, tnade of tbe rootes of Cusaui. In recompence whereof, lie bestowed 
UberaU rewards of glasse, coloured beades, and other thin~, which we had found at Saint 
Iago. wherewith (as it seemed) they rested very greatly satisfied, and shewed some sorrowfull 
countenance when tbey pcrceiued tbat we would depart. . 

rom hence wee went to another Island W tward of it, called Saint Chri tophers I land, 
~in w~ spent some. dayes of Christmas, to refresh our sicke people, and to clean e and 
ayre our ships. 10. whlcb Islan were not any people at all that we could heare of. 

In which time by the General it was aduised and reso]ued, with the con, ent of tbe Lieu~ 
.' tenant generaU. the Vice-admiral. and aU the rest of the Captaines to prot!ecde to the oreat 

Ialande of Hispaniola, as well for that we .knewe oueelues then to bee in our best stren~th, as 
a190 the rather allured thereunto, by the glorious fame of the citie of . Domingo, being the an
cientest lnd chiefe inhabited place in an the tract of Countrey thereabout .' And 80 pro
ceeding in this defennination, by the waye we mette a small Frigat, bound for the same place, 
tbe which the Vice-admirall tooke: and baUiBJ duely examined the men that were in her, 

e was one found, b¥ whom w were aduerttted, the Haue"n to be a barred Hauen. and the 
pr land thereof to bee weD fortiRed, hauing n Castle thereo~ ~~rurnishei with great 

tore of ArtiJlerie, witbdut the danger wbcreDf was no conuenient IalJ4ing place within ten 
English miles of the Chie, tp which the sayd Pilot tooke vpon him to ~uct VII. 

AJI-tbings being thus cODlidered on, tho whole forces were commatHI in the Euening to 
·.l~rke themselues in Pinn 'I boat., an4 other small barkft ap. Dted for this aeruice . 

.ouldien1 being thu imbarke4, the ~I put himeelfe i.. harte Franci9 as Ad-
.~~ and all this night we lay OD the aea., '..u aile weill our aniuall to the landing 

, which was abput the ~iDl of the.,. and 10 we lailded, 'beillg Newye day, 
or ten mil to the VI warcll .of, CabO. DOIaIDF: for at that time nor 
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• yet it knowen to VI any landing place, where ge doth nbt threaten to oue et a 
Pinnesse or boate. Our Generall hawng seeDe VB alllallded in saf'etie, retumed to. his Fleete 
bequeathing VII to God, and the good conduct of 1.1 ter CarlieJJ 001' L' utenant Genmll: at 
which time, being about eight at the cJocke, we began to march, and about noone time, or 
toward one of the clocke, we approched the towne, whewe the Gentlemen and those of the 
better lort, "eing some hllndr~d and tinie brau, horse8 or rath~ more, began to present them
selues; but our small shot played vpon them, which were 10 IJUsteined with good proportidn 
of pikes in a1l parts, as they finding no part of our troope vnpreparm to receibe them (for 
you must vndeNtand. they viewed all round about) they were thus driuen to giue v Jeaue to 
proceed toward~ the two gates of the towne, which were the next to the eaward. They had 
m:mned them both, and planted their ordinance for that pre ent, and sudden alarme without 
the gate, and all10 80me troopes of small hot in Ambuscado vpon the hie way ide. We di
llided our whole force, being 80me thou and or twelue hundred men into two partes, to enter
pri e both the gates at one in tant. the Lieutenant Generall ha ng openly vowed to Captaine 
Powell (who led the troope that entrei the other gate) that with Gods good fauour he would 
not rest vntill our meeting in the marliet place. 

Thefr ordinance had no soo,ner discharged vpon our neere approch .. and made orne execu
tion among t V5, though not much, but th9 LIeutenant enerall t>egan forthwith to aduance 
floth his voice of encouragement, and paoe of marching; the ti~t man that was sJaine with 
the or'dinance being very neere vnto himselfe: and thereupon hasted all that hee might, to 
keepe them from t~ recharging of t~e ordinan~e. And notwitbstanding their Ambuscad08, The titia "'I 
we marched or rath,er ran 80 roundly ~n to th~m, ~ pell meU wee entred the gates. and gaueDoaliaptabi.; 
them more care euery man to saue hlmselfe by BIght, then reason to stand any longer to their 
broken fight. Wee tort~with re,ayred to the market pl~ce .: but to b more truely vndel'- • 
gtood, a place of very f.ure paclOus square"ground, whither also came as had bene agreed 
Captaine Powel with the other troope: which place with ome part ntxt vnto it. we strength
ened with Barricado,", and there a the most conuenient place assured ourselucs, the Citie 
beillg farre too racious for 0 small and weary a. troope to vndertake to guarde. Somewhat 
after midnight, th y who had the guard of the Castle, hearing vs busie about the gates of 
the aid Castle, abandoned the arne: some being taken prisoners, and ome fleeing away by 
the help of boate to the other ide of the Hauen, and 0 into the wuntrey. 

The next day we quartered a Htle more at large, but not into the halfe part of the towne, and 
80 making substantiall trenches, and planting all the ordinance, that ech part was correspood
ent to other, we held this towne the "pace of one moneth. 

In the which time happened some accident, more then are well remembred for the present, 
but among t other things, it chanced that the GeneralIsent on his message to the Spanianls a . 
Negro boy wit~ a fiagge of white, signifying truce, a i the Span yards ordinarie maner to 
doe there, when they approch to speake to vs: which boy vnhappily wa first mette withan • . 
by some of those, who had bene bela ing a officers for the King in the Spani h Galley, 
which with the Towne \\oa lately fallen into our hands, who without all order oa reason, & 
conttary to that good vsage wherewith wee bad intertained their mes engers, furiously trooke 
the poore boy tho row the body with one of their horsemen taues; with which wound the 
boy returned to the General, and after hee had declared the maner of thi wrongfull crueltie .. 
died forthwith in his presence, wherewith the Generall being greatly pas!doned, commaunded 
the Prouelt MartiaU, to cau e a couple of Friel'S then prisoners, to pe caried to the e;ame place 
where the boy was troken, accompanied with ufficient guard of our ouldiers, and there pre
sently to be hanged, di patching at the same instant another p<fore pri~ner, with thi i'eason 
wherefore this execution was done, & with tbi message furth~, that vntil the party who 
had thn murdered the Generals messenger were deliuered into our hands, to receiue con
dign pun; hment, there .hould no day I herein there hould not two prisoners be hang
ed, vadl they were all con umed whir.b were in our bands. 

Whereupon the day fQllowing, hee that had bene Captaine of the kings Ganey, brought 
the offender to the townes ende, offering to deliuer him into our hand ; but it was thought 
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a more ltonc1&;ab1e rellenge 0 lke e8\ there in OUf fright, to perf<>rme the execution 
!M!IIlIIeItI'!8: which Il! done accordi&g!Jy. , 

g 'Our being i-n this towne, as fOl'rrretl aho at S. lago there had passed iu rice Vpoil 
Mte lifi of one of out' ciwne compahy for an odious at er. 80 heere likewise was there an Iri h- ' 
1Itan banged, for the murtbering of hi CorporalJ. 

In thi tiole also p ed many treaties betw ene their Comm~88ionen and v ) tor Tan orne of 
their Citie; but vpon disagreements we still spent the early morning!! in fiering the outmoHt 
ltonses: but they being built very magniftoently of Atone, wjth high lofte • gaue vs no small 
tTauell to ruine them. And albeit for di day" together we ~ined ech morning by 
day breake, votil tbe heat began at Rine Of the clooke, that two hundred Mariners did nought 
else but labour ~o fire and bnme (he said houses ~ithoot our trenches. whilst the 80uldiers in 
a like proporlion stood forth for their guard: yet did wee nOf, or could not in fbi time con
'rrume so much as one1hird ~rt of the to'Wne: which towne is plainely described and set forth 
in a certaine'Map. And so n the end, what wearied with firing. and what hastened by some 
other respec , Wee 'Were i;ontented to accept of fiui and twcntie thousand Duoats of flue 
sbillings sixe pence the peece, for the ran orne of the rest of the towne. . 

Amongst other thifigs 'Which hap~ned and were found at S. Domingo. I 'may not omit to 
;:mYIISI~blc.let the world now one v~ nOfablefmarke & tol(en of the vnsatiableambition of the ,Spani h 
1IOao , alii ' king and hit! nation, 'Which was.found in the kings-house. wherein the chiefe gouernour of that 

Citie and Countrey is ap~ynted alwayes 'to lodge, which was this: In the comming to the Hall 
or otber roomes of dris house, y~u must first-ascend vp by a faire .large p~ire of staires ; ,at the 
h .. d of which taitles is a 'hanmotne spacious place to Willke in, 80mewha~ like vnto a gallery: 
. }tereln vpon one of-the a18, rig"'t ouer against you as you enter the said place, 80 as your 

• 'er cannot escape ·thesight of it, there is d ribed & paiflted in a very Jarge Scutchion the 
' :el'lhes of the king 'of'~ine, and in the lower part of the said Scutchion, there i likewise 
~bed a Globe, conteining in it the whole circuit of the sea and the earth, wherupon is a 

dn4e'standing on hi hmder part within the globe, and the other fore-part without the globe, 
lifted ·vp as it 'Were to .eape, with a seTO)) painted in hi~ mouth, wherein wa written the 
wOrds in iLat1n, Non sullicit otbis: which is as much to say, as the ,"orld suffic th not. 
Whereof the meaning 'W8§required to be knowen of some of tho e of the better ort, that 
Qme in commission 'to treate vpon the ransome of the towne, who would shake their beads, 
>&b(l tume aside 'their coun'ternmce in some timyling sort, without answering any thing, as great
'loy ashamed 'thereOf. For by some of our oompany it was tolde them, that if the Queene of 
England would resolutely prosecute the warres against the .kingofSpaine. hee hould be forced 

hty aside that proude and'Vnreuonable reaching vaine of bis: for hee ~ hould flnde more 
tthen inough to doe :to keepe thRt which bee had alreadie, as by the pr.esent example of their 

. ' lost :towne they m~ght. for~ beginning percciue we1l inough. • 
C1W ,tbthe ilatlsfylng of some. men, who manlell greatly that such a famous and goodly 

bailded Citie ° well inhabited of galJant people, vepY braue in their appar.ell (whereof our 
aouldieftl found good s(ore for their reliefe) should afoord nogrea~r riches then was found 
4tere: herein it is to be 'vnderstood that the lndian people, wh~h w.ere the naturals of this 
. hole I land of Hispaniola (the same being neere hand as great as England) were 'many 'yeere 
jlbC!e deane con!lumed by the tyrannie of the Spanyards, which 'Wi § C8U1C, 4hat for lacke 
. 'people to'Worke in 'dIe Mines, the guIde and tliluer Mines of,thi" land are wholy giuen 

'lOtter, and thereby they a faine in fM IIIJand to vse Copper money, hereofwa -,fount! very 
great quantitie. The chicfe trade of this place COOlI teth or Su.gar and Ginger, which 
~eth in the Island, and Je Hides of oxen-and kine, whidl in thial e 'countrey of the 

'Ire bredde in infinite nutribe • the lOyle being ry rertile: and the .,9 beasts arc 
ftilde vpto a very large grouth, and 'eo kina! (or nothiDg so much, ·as forI their 'fiides afore-

yit. Wee' found heere grelit tore of .u-ong -wine, til ~Ie, vineger, 'oliues, and other 
nch like prouisioDS. as excellent Whe.te ... meale packed p lio . inepipCII and other cuke, and 

eomModiti likewise, ' WooJJeo.-ancJ.Linnen cloth, ocl.ome ilk : aJJwhich prolliaions 
~bt out. of Spaine, and -rued w tb l' ·wu .but a uule'Plate' or ',yet86JI 
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of Sliger, in comparieon or tbe great pride in -other thm bf th' tOW1M'. ~ e in thelia 
hotte Countreys they V!e much of th. earthen d' finely pa'bled or amilbcd. wbi(:l\ 
th y call Porcellana. which is hacI out of the East India; & for their drinking. they VM 

gl15 es alto,~ther, whereof they Make excellent good an4 fair, in the same place. nut yet 
some plate e (Qund, and fTWIny other good Ihings. at thfir oo.ho14 gamilure. very gallant 
and ricb, which had OOtt theM deare, although voto v they were of small imponance. 

From Saint Domingo we put ouer to the maif)e 0" firme land., aad going all aloJlgst Ite 
coast, we came at the lllJt in sight of CaJ'tapn8., ttanding vpO the sea aide, 10 neere, ¥ ome C&1'tICQI. 
of our barb in pUling alongst, approched within the reach of their Culue.tm hot, which 
they had planted vpon certaine pJatfo"mee, The H41roour mouth lay »ome three miles to-
ward the We tward of the towne, whereinto wee entre<! ab04t three or foure of the cJoc,ke in 
the aftrmoone without any resistance of ordinance. or other impeachment plantecl vpon the 
flame. In the Eu('ning wee pu our selues on lC)nd toward. the harbour mouth, vnd~r th 
leading of Master C.rliel1 our Lieutenant GeneraH, whQ ~ftef hee had digested to march 
forwarde about midnight, 81 e.silyas ote might fall, expre Iy commanded to keepe clOBe 

. by the ea-wash of the .hore for our best & urest way, whereby we were like to g~ through., 
and not to mi e any more or the way, which once \fee had lOit within an houre after our 
first beginning to march, through the slender knowledge of him that tooke vpon him to be 

. our guide, whereby the night spent on, 'which otherwi c must haue bene done by resting. 
But as we came within lOme two miles of the towne, their honecnen which were lOme hun-
dred, met vs, and tlking th'e alarme, retir~ to their townward againe vpon the first voHey of 
our shot that was giuen them; for the place where wee encountred being wood4 y and bushy 
euen to the water side was vnmeete for their seruice, 

At thi instant we might heare- ome piecCf of Artillerie discharged, with diucrs mallshot 
toward the harbour, which gaue ~J to vndeNtand, aecording to the order set down~ in th 
Euening before by our Generall, tbat the Vice-admirall accompanied with Captaine VenneF, 
Captaine White, and Captaine CrOtlse., with othel' sea Captaines, al)d with diuen Pinn~ 
and boates !lhouJd giue some attempt vnto the litle Fort standing on the entrie of the inner 
Hauen, neere adioyniog to the towne, though to small purpose, for that the place W;lS strong, 
and the entry very narrow was chained ouer: 0 as there could be nothing gotten by 
the attempt, more than the giuing of them an alarme on that other side of the Hauen 
being a mile and a halfe from the place we now were at, In which attempt the Vice·admirall 
had the rudQcr oC his kitfe stroken through with a Saker shot, and a litle or no harme receiued 
el ewbere. 

The troopes being now in their march, halfe a myJe behitber the Towne or lesse, the 
ground we were on grewe to bee streight, and not aboue fiftic paces oueT, hauing the maine Sea • 
on the one side of it, and the harbour·, ater or inner sea (a you may tearme it) on the other • . 
6ide, which in the plot iii plainely Qewed, Thi - streight was fortified deane ouer with a 
stone wall and a ditch ~thout it: the sayd wall being as orderly built with flanking in cuery 
part, as can b et downe, There wa only 0 much of thi streight vnwalled) a. dtight erue 
for the issuing of the horsemen, or the passmg of caryage in time of ncede : but thi vnwaJled 
part was not without a very good Barrieado of wine-but or pip~ , tilled with earth, full and 
thic~e as they might stand on" ende one by another, some part or tltem standing euen \ 'ilhin 
the maine-lea. 

Thi place of strength was furnished with sixe great peece&. Demi-culuerins, an4 aker:ol., 
which shoue directly in front \'pon VB as wee approched. ,Now without thi waU vpon 
the inner ide of the streight, they had brought likewise two great Galleis with their 
prow to the bore., hauing planted in them eleuen peeces of ord'nance, which did 
beate all cr e the trcight, and fl ted our comming on, In these tw.o Gallei were planted 
three or foure hundred small hot, and on the land in the guard oneIy of thi plare, thre 
huDd and pikes. . 

They in tl.. thetr full readioe&se to receiue v, pared not their shot both great and mall, 
But our Lieutenant gencraU, taking the aduantage pf the ,darke (the day light as yet nt>t 
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'broken out) Ipproched by the loweflt ground. according to the expre.ue direction which him
.lfe had formerly giuen. the same being the lea-WltiIh shore. where the walet' was somewhat 
falleD, 80 a, m09t of an their shot wat in va inc. Our Lieutenant generall commanded our 
thot to forbeare shooting vntiJI we were come to the wall side. and so with pikes roundly 10-
gether we approched the place, where we .oone found out the Barri~adOtl of pipe.; or burs, 
to be the meetest place for our assault, which. notwithstanding it was well furnished with 
pikes and 8MI, was without IItaying attempted by vs: downe wenr the buts of earth, and 
pell mell came our !lworde, and pikes together, after nur shot had first giuen their volley J 

euen at the enemie, nose. Our pikes were IlOmewhat longer then thein, and our bodic.!l 
better armed: for very few of them were armed: with which aduantage our .. wordcs and 
pikes grew too hard for them, nnd they drillen to giue place. In th i~ furioul'l entry, the 
Lieutenant generaH slewe with hill ownc hand!! the chiefe En!!igne bearer of the Spaniardsl 

who fought very manfully to his liues end. 
We followrd into the towne with the.n, and giuing them no Jcasure to breath. wr wanne the 

Markrt·place, albeit they made head, and fought a whi!e before we got it, Rnd so wee being 
once I'eazed and assured of that, they were content to suffer v~ to lodp;c within their towne~ 
and thC'msell1~ to goe to the}.r wiues, whom they had caryed into other plac~ of the ('ollntrey 
before our comming thither. 

At euery streetes (' nd they had ra~ed very fine ·Barricado.!t of earth-workts, with tr('nches 
without them, 3~ well made a.q cuer wt' laW ;\ny worke done: at the entring ,.,heredf w~ 
some !ille resiqfanC'e, but soone ~lercome it ""a. ... wjth few Mlainr 'or hurt~ They had iuyned 
with them many Indians6 whom they had placed in corners of aduantage, aU bowmen, with 
their arrowes most villanously cmpoysoned, 80 as if they did but breakr the ski nne, the' 
Fartie 50 touched died without greal maruell .• ome they 81ew of onr people with Ihrir 
arrowes: ~ome they lik,wise mischieued to death with cerlaine pricks uf small ~ti('k.; ~harply 
pointed, or a foote and a halfe long. the one eDde put into the ground. the otht'r cl1lpoy
tlCJDed, stiding fast "p, rig ht against our ('omming in the way. a'l we "houJd "ppn,('h 
from our landing towardt·s the towne, whereof thcy had planted n wnndf' rfllil nUlnh('r in 
t~ ordinary W;lY: [)ut our keeping the .!iea-wash '1hore mi!'l~cd Ih(' ~rcat e-. 1 part of thrill 
"cry happily. 

I oucrpasse many particular m:ltteno, as thr hurting of Captainc SamJ"lon at I;word "lowe ... 
in the first eotring, vnto whom W38 committed the charge or the pikeot of th(' Vamg:uaru h~' 
hi, lot and tume, as also of the taking of Alon<;o Brauo the ('hiere commander of that place b\" 
Captaine Goring. after the said captaine had first hurt hiln wifh hi'} sword: vntu which Cap
tai!le was committed the ~harge of the ~h() t of tht" sayd Vanlguard. 

Captaine Winter wa .. likewlq(' by his tume of the Vantguard in this att('mpt, where al .. n 
. the Lirulenant gen~1I marched himqeJre : the saul Otptaine Winter through a wear de"ir~ 
to serne by land, hauing now exchanged his charge ~ sea with Captaine Cecil for hi .. band 
or footemen. 

C""plaine Pow(·1 the Sergeant maior had by hi!! Iurne the charge of the foure comp~nie9 
which made the ll<l ftaiie. 

Captaine Morgan, who al S. Domingo wa:; of the Vantgnard, had now by tume his cbarge 
vpon the companies of t~e Rereward. 

EuM")' man ~ well or one pan as of anothrr, came so willingly on to the arrulce/ 89 the 
enemie was not able tu endure the furie or fillich hot a88ault. 

We stayed here sixe weck~ and the sickoet\lie with mortalilie berore spoken of 81iIJ con
tinued among w, though not with the !Ulme furie 3J at lhe tiNt: a.nd .uch ali were touched 
with the 8Jyde sicknesse, ~caping death, very frw or almost none could recout'r tht'ir 
.trength: yea, many of them were much decayed in t}teir memorie. insomuch thar it W3¥ 

growen an ordinarie iudgt"ment, when one was heard.o speake fooli~hly, to say he had bene 
.icke of the Calentura .. which ~ the Spanillb name of their burning Ague: for at 1 tolde you 
be{ore~ it • a very burning and pestilent'tue. The originall r.aUIlle tbereof, ill imputtd 10 
the Evening or first night ayre,/ which they tearme La s r rella, wbertiu .they say and hoW 

very 
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very firme opinion, that who BO is then abroad in the open ayre. shall cf"rtainly he inft"ctcd to 
the death, not being of the Indian or naturalJ race of rhose countrt"Y people: by holding 
their watch. our mt"n were thus tlubjected to the infectioUil ayre. which at S. bgo was most 
dangeron .. and deadly of all other ~lace8. 

With the inconuenience of conunuall mortaJi(ie. we were fOTced to giuc ouer our intended 
entcrpri~e, to goe with Nombre de Dios. and 80 ouerland to Panama, where we should haue 
~trooken the stroke for the tr<'a.'lure, and fuH rccom~nce of our tedious lrauaile,. And thu9 
at Cartagena wee tooke our first re,olution to returne homewardes; the forme of which reso
lution I thought good here to put downe vnder the principall Captaines hand!i, as followeth, 

A rC!lolution of the Land-captainee;, what COUNlC they thinke most expedient to bee 
taken. Giuen at Cartagena the xxvij. of Februarie 1a8':;. 

WHerea!l it hath p1eased the Generall to demaund the opinions of his Captaines what 
course they thillke most expNienr to be now vndertaken. the Land--captaines being run.embled 
by themselues together. and hauing aO\lised hereupon, doe in three points deliuer the same. 

The first. touching the keeping of the lowne against the fnrce of the enemie. 
coither that which i-l prc!'cnt, or that which may come oul·of Spaine, is answered 
thus. 

WR'hoJde opinion. IhM wilh this troope of men which we haue presently with V9 in 'olnd
JIIeruice, being victtOliro :lIIft munirio!led, wee may well keepe the Towne, albeit that of men 
nhlC" to answere prelfent ,,('ruicc, we haue not aboue 700. The r<"'lidue being 8()mc J50. men 
by reason of their hurrH and ~icknc ... ~c art' aho~elher vnahle to .. tand v<; in any stead: wherefore 
hereupou the Sea-captaioc-. arc l,'ewise II) giue their re'lolulion, how they will vndertake the 
!f.lletic and .cruicc of the Shippes vpon Ihe arriuall of any Spani!lh F~cte. 

The .. erond poynt we m:lke to be lhi~, whether it bee mc-clt:" to got" pr('$i;ently home
ward, or f'1~ to continue furtnC'r tryalJ of our fortune' in \'nderlaking ~uch like en
If'rprio;e!< a.~ we haue dune alN"ady, and thereby to I'ecke .)frer that bOllnfifuIJ 
ma:>~c uf frca'"un.· for TCcompenre of our trauailes. wnich wa!!> ricner;llly expected 
at our cilluming furth uf Engiand; wherein we answere. 

THaI it iq well knowcn how hoth we and Ihe liiouldleN are cnH~red into Ihi~ arlion a" \'0Iunt3-
rie men. \\ithout any i,llprt·'" or ~:t~(' from her Maicslie (lr any body ele;: and forae;mulh as we 
h:lUc hitherto disch3rgrd rhe part .. of hon('!;t mrn. so that now by Ih(" gn'at ble ... ..;ing and 
fauour of flur good God ,here h;llIc bin lal..f'n three huch notable h IWIlCS, wherein hy the 
c~timation of all men would ham' bC'nc fuund IOfllUr very great trea .. utcs, knowing th,J[ s. 
lago W.IS the ('h'cfe ("LII(' 01 all the l ... land~ and ITaffiques thefrabouI:I, S Domingo the chiefe 
cille i,f llj,;paniola, and the he:ttl gouC'GPment not ollly of Ihal lIand, hut al~o of Cuba, and 
(If :.lfl fhe Hand..; lbollt i\. a"i '11:<00 of .. uch inhabitations of the firme land, as were n(''\1 ,'nfo It, 

& a plac(' that j .. hoth III gnilkently builded, and intertt"illf"th ~reaf Ir;,df'S of mar('bandi .. t<: 
_lOd now lasrly Ihe c!lie of Carlagen:l, which cannot he denieJ to he one of the chit'fe 
pJat't8 of mOl'it c~pccial' impllrran(,f 10 the Sp:miard of all the cities \~hich be on Ihis side of 
the Wc~t India: we doe th('fer('Tl' ('onsidcr, Ihal ~ince all these citi('lf, with their goods & 
pri:klners •• ken in IhMn, and the ransom" of the S:lid cifi~ being an put togelher. arf" f .. nnd 
f.lrre IIIhort fa sati!l.fic that f"xpecfarion which by the genera1ity of·the enterprisers .... 01 .. fi!"!!lt 
cOJlceiucd: And being further aduised of the sJcndernesse of our strength, whereunlo we 
be now reduced. as ... ell in Te<lpect of the small numb(>r of able budies. as a1 .. 0 not a lide in 
J'egard of the Hlo1cke di .. position of the greater part of those which rt>mainl.', very many of 
the brtter mindes and men hf'ing t"ither cnn.umt'd by denth, or wcal..t'ned by £olckncs and 
hurb: And lael1y, ~ince that a .. ,·('t there jJil not laid downe to our knowJrdgC' any su('h entC'r
pme b may fleE-me ('onuenient to be ,·ndeTtakc-11 with ,;uch few ;lS wr are I,r,,:<oently able to 
make, and wilhaU of Ifucn certaine JikeJihoode, a'l with Gods good sU('('~C which il m:ly 
pJe~ him to bestow vpon \,:!I .. the Silme may promise to yeeld V~ any sufficient contentment: 
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We '" tbetetore CODel. hereupon, thlt it is better 10 hold lUre U we may the honcur 
am.ty sanm~.nd with the same to retPTH tow" our,pcioUi Soueraignc: and. Countrey, 
rr.m "Iume.! if it shall pleaee her Maieetie tn let VI foartll againe with her orderly mt"anes . 
and intertainment. we art mOlt ready and willing to goe the-ough with any thlng that the 
.fteilncilf of our Mren~h .nd indeuour .h&1I be .ble to reach'Vnto: but t.heft.witbal wee doe 
adai.e and protest that it i. ram from our thoulhllf, either to rer ... e~ or 80 much as to !Jceme 
10 be weant! of any thing, which for the preteDt.baJbe furthf'f required or directed to ~ 
deae by ""8 from our Genen1l. 

The third :tnd Jast poyor is conceming the ranlome of fhili cirie of Cartagena, for the 
which, before it was touched with allY fire, there Wti made an offer DC lome xxvij. 
or xxviij . thousand pounds lI(erling. 

o THuI much we \'Uer herein as our opinions agreeing (so it be done ill good 8OTt) to 
atWpt thi" offer aroretaydt. rather then to breake off by sianding ilill "pon our demaunds 
of one hundred thousand pounde!l, which tlteme& • nAlt.er impfesible to bee performed for 
the pre8ent by them. and to say trueth. wee may now wit~ much honour and reputation 
better be J3u~fied with thilt 5umme olf'effd by them 3t the liMIt ( if they will now bee con
tC-Dled to ghJC it) then wee might at that time w!th a gT'Ht deale more. in:t:tmuch as we haue 
taken our full pleasure both in the vltermost sacking and spoyHng of all their hOllseholde 
foods and mtlrch3ndize • • JlsO in that We Mue cODlumed Ind ruined a grt:lt part of their 
Towne with flre. And dlus D\uch rurther i!t considered herein by"". that as there bee 
in ·the Voyage a great many poore men, wtio Mue wi.JIingly aduentured their, titlcs and 
tnuaileft, 2nd diuers amongst the'm hauing tlpent their apparel! and Buch other little pro
uisioMIl their amall meane!! might haue gillen them le1tue to prepare. which being donc 
vpon .uch good and allowable intcntion :19 thiA action hath alwayes caried with it. mc.'aning, 
.lPi~At the Spanyard our greatest and most dangerous cncm;e: 100 Fiurely wee callnot but 
h~ue:tn inward Tcganle 50 farre .... may lye in \'8, to hc1pe eyrher in all ~ood !';ort tuward'! 
the satisfaction of this thcir expectation, and h)' procuring them ~ome little benefile to in
c.urage fhem and to nourUth thiR readie and willing disposition of theirs both in tht'm nnd 
in others by their example against any other time or like occasion. But because it ml)' bee 
WPp08ed that heerein wee forgette not the priuatc hencfile or our 9c1ue3, and are_ thereby 
tlte rather moouN to indine our ~)ue. to thi. composition, wee doe therefore Ihinke gqod 
for the clearing of our aetul!5 of all ~Uc1, ,u'pition, 10 declare heereb}'. that what part or 
pnrtion lIOeUer it bet of thi!! ransome or composition ror Cartagena. which should come nlto 
'IS, 'Wee doe freely glue and bmowe the Mme wholy "pon the poore men, ,,,ho hauc remaynl'd 
wit" VI in the Voyagt-, meaning a. well the Sayler as the Souldier. wishing with .. II our 

.. . Iteam it were .uch or 110 much I.! might eeeme a liufficient rew:.rde fur tht-ir pahle-full indeuour. 
And for the firme confirmation thereor, we haue tho!lght meete to sub~igoe these pr~eotlli 
",ith our owne hand. in the place and lime aforcsayd. . . . 

Dlptaine Christopher CarHell Lieutenant Gencrnll. :.. 
Captaine Goring. Captainc Sampson. Captaine Powell &c. 

But while wee were y~t thrre. it happened one day, that oL1r watch called the Centinell, 
J'pon the Church-titeeple, had diacoueted in the Sea a couple or tlmall Barket or Bpatet, mak
ing in with the Hubour of Cartagena, wberellpqn 'Captatne Moone and Captaine Varney,. 
with Jobn Onmt the Master 'or the Tjgt!t, Ind tom'; other Sea-men. em:b~ked· Ihemaeluc. in 

.\<.'.~ . 'cou.pleoramanPin~.totake ththl berore they ahoulcl come ni'h' the sbOre, at the 
.... . )nouth of the HarbOur. len byoome Itragling Spa.yardo riom tbe Lande. they might bee 
.!: ,~ed. b'y .igaee from commiog -in: whi~ lell rbut.eoCotdi,ntly, notwithstanding an the tli • 
~" t"t~r mieft could vee: for the~prIi~sh~~,~ the aU&~t of ~,Pi~nHlt1t.~

"., 81i1i' ,~"', thein, ,nnne themael\M!1 ~; .'Ad.1Q thel,r mea ~Ddy hidde -dle~lueti J. 
~iI~l>b<I by ,he ·Sea .ide. amOngst -.. OIben thafMd. ai1Ied them by lig ... Ihither. OtIT 
.. "" .... dy "ithcltt any d"" upnie bad to the ~.a1iti. of'tht place •• . _i.S no "III 
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'of .be ~yard. 10 .ew .!he"""' .... aI>oordeoi ' .be Spaaioh _ or &.t ... and ... , ... ~ 
all open In .hetn. ....,.., ...w...ly .holte ,,' loy • troope .,r S,...yam.. "'" .r lb. b ... W:it: b. 
which volley of .m,cce tberewer.e .laine Captaioe Varoey, :wb;ch dycd.pPeteoUy. aDd Captai.n~ 
Moone, who dyed-.ome fewe dayes4itner. beside'l lOme fouae or 6ue .others 1hat were hurt: 
and!JO Ollr folkftl returned without their pUrpOiC. not har.lwg any .uflicient number of sQuld.it:o 
wicb them to fight on .hore. For· thO£le ,men Ihey caryed wrr.e aU MarilVlW to rowe, .rev of.t.bem 
:umcd, because Ihty .nlW account with tbeir QNinance to haue taken -the Barkes .well enough 
al tea, which fhey might fnU ensily ha~ done, without nn.y lOMe at II.U, if the¥ had come.in 
time 'to 'the harbour m,?uth, hefore the Spaniards boat.es had gouen '0 neePe the tihore. 

During 'our abode i'n ,thili place. a8 al!lO .at S. Domingo, .here paMed diucl'8 courteaiee .be
tweene IVtt and the Spani!lrd!l., a~ ft'asting, and vaing them with all kindnH5e and ,fa.uour: IS' 
aM amon.gHt ,others there came fo flee the Generall, ·the Gouernuur uf C~cna. :wi.th 1l¥; 
Biltbop of the same, and diuer!i {lther Gentlemen of the better sort. 

Thi, ·towne of Cartagena we touched in the ·out pam, &. conli~med much ""hh fire .. .. :we 
had ,dune S. Domingo vpon discontentntents, and for want of agreeing with VI1 11} ."eu- Ji .. 
tresuiaJ .touching ,their ran.omt', .which at ·the Jatll waH concluded between V8, should be 100. 
and Jeooo. Ducats for that whi.ch was yet standing. :the Ducat valued at fiue .ahitJiqg!l •• t) 

pence .teding. . 
This towne though not balfc so biggc as: S. Domingo. giue1I as 0/011 see. a fam> grratcr 

TDDM)me. being jn very decdc of farre more ·importance, by reaaoD of .1M excelJoncie of Utct 
Harbour, and the .itqation thereof. to serue the tDde of Nombre de :DiOi :lod other p1ac(. ... 
and ·is inhabited with farre more richer Merchants. The othcr ,is chiefly inbabiled. .wi,~ 
Lawyen and hr;lUe Gentlemen, being the chiefe or high~t appe:ale of tbeir suites ,in ~w 
of all the 1~13 nd!'l about it, and of tbe maine land coast next vnto it. And it iI of .DO ,(IllGb 
::lCCClmpt :lS Cartagena., for theK and some other like reasoru;, which J could giue -you, o~er 
Jon~ to be now written. • 

The warn ing which thi!t towne receiued of our comming towilrOlI them from S. Domingo, 
by Ihe s pace of twentie dayes before our arriuall here •• cause that they had both fortified 
:l!Id (,lIcry wly prepnrtd for th~ir . b~t defence. As allio th:u they had caried and con®y.ed 
away ali th ~ir Irea .. ure and prlllclpaJll'ubstan<:e. 

The ransmnr of an hundred & tell thou,,::znd Ducat!'! thufHoncluded 0:1. 3!o1 is aforesaid, ,tbl: 
Hume being written , :md expressing for nothing" more then the towne of Cartagena, .vpop 
tile p;lymcnt uf the $ayd rnnsomc, we left Ihe fJaid ,towne, antI drcwc Home part of o.ur ltuW-
dien;: illln the Priorie or Abhey. st:mtling a quarter aLan English mite bclowe the towne ,vpun 
the harbour water-side, the l'atnC being walled ..... ith a wall of t;tonc. which we told ;the S.pa~ 
niard~ was yet Olin<, and not Te(\('emed by their compo!'itioll: whereupon they tlnding ·the 
deret:t of their c9n1r.\ct, were t:untented to enter into another .ranltOtne fur all pla.t~, ;but 
,.:pecillly fll r the l'3!,de hnu~{'. ;H also the Blockc hou!lC or Castle, whicb is "'POIl the mOllth of " 
the inner hnrLour. And wben wee askea. as murh for the onc a., for the olh.er.:they yeelded 
to giue D thoulland Crownt-s fur the Abbey, leauing 'is to take ollr pl c3.,.;;ure "pon the. Block.e 
hOl!se. '-1b ich they sayd they were not able to rnnl"lomc, hauing slrclched_lhemselues .to the 
"Uerroost (If their puwenl: and therefure the uyd Blockehouic was by 'Vd \'ndennined, .and 
10 with gunne J'owder bJowen ·XfJ in picca.. 

While this l .. rter ·('onlract was in making. our whole Flecte of shipg fel1 .downe tow..-d:J 
the haTbour mouth, where they anchored ·the third :timE". and .implo:\ed their men in fetching 
( I f rre.h WGltt 'aboord the ships for our voyage homewanht, wbich water was had in a grut 

. ..... It. that is il) the Island by the harbour mouth : ,which Island is a 'Ver)' pleaSlnt place 3S hatb The , .... '" 

bene leene, 'bauing in it many flOfts of goodly and very pleasant fruil tS, u . the ()rcnge trees Cun. 

and ·ntbcrs. being tet orderl y in waUccs 'of great length tog(llher. Insomuch .. ~ the whol~ 
Uland bejog lIIome two or three 'miles about. is cast into ,grouods of gardening and orchards . 

. An .... ixc 'week-et abode in thi. place, we )lut ·to:, • .ca the last of :March, where after two 
o"1~, cLtrtll , . ;gr.t "bi{l which we.had taken at .8, Dumingo, and thereupon was .called 
T~ ~e~·'y~e.rea .~,ift, ,cell,lAto a .gC'tO..t 'IN.kc, being 'laden ¥t;ith .ordwncc, hides, and other 

'-', ~ ' - . .poyles, .. , " .. . ' 
". ~l~ '," . ,.,_ ... , - • 
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lpoyles, and in the night she lost the company of our Fleete; which being milfSed the next 
moming by the Gencl'3l1, bee cast about with the whole Fleete'. fearing lOme great mi<;chancc 
to bee happened vnlO her. aq in \'cry decode it so fr.1I out: for her lcake wali so great, that 
her men were all t~rcd with pumping. BUI al the lllAt hauing found her & the Barkt' Talbot 
in her company. which stayed by great hap with her, they WEre ready to take their men ont 
of her, for the .. "uiog of them. And so the Gencr.ll bcmg fully aduertised of their great 
cxtremitie. made '1al1(" direc tly b:tcke againe to Cartagena with the whole Fleete, where hau p 

iog staied eight or ten dayes more, about the vnladlng of this -.hip. and the bestowing 
thereof and her men into other ShipiI, we departed once ag.&ine to Se~1 directing out COUNt' 

toward .. the Cape S. Antony, hf'ing the WeslermO!'t part of Cuba. where wet' arrlUed the 
seuen and twelltleth of April. But because fresh water could not presently be found, we 
weyed anchor. and departed, thinking in few dayes to reconer the Matan~as. a place to the 
Eastward of Hauan:. . 

After wee had Il311ed .!tome fourteen dayes, wee were brought to Cape S. Anthony againt', 
through lacke of f.mourabJe wind: but then our sCfrcity wa.'4 growen such. as neede made 
vs looke a Jit1f' belfer for water, which we found in sufficient quantltie, being indeede. as I 
iud~e, none other then r.line water newly fallen, and gathered "P by making pits in :l plot 
of ~arrlsh ground. some rhrt'e hundred pa5H frpm the lea "ide. 

I doe wrong if 1 !lhould forget the good exa.mple of the Generall at thi~ ptac~, who to en
courage othenz. and to hatten the geHing of fre!l:h wat~r ahOl'lrd the ships. tooke no le. .... e 
paine himselJe thell the meanest; as also at S. Domingo. Cartagena,. and aU other places, 
hanmg aJwayes so vigilant a C<fTe and foresight in tho good ordering of hi~ Fleete', a('com~ 
panying them. :w it is saydc. with such wondcrful1 tmueU of body. as doubtlc<; .. ,. h.1d he 
bene 'he meanest person, aq hee was the chich, t, he had. yet dcsetued the first place of II!) ... 
no!.)r : and no IC"Se ha.ppy doe we accoun t him, for being a""ociott>d with ~(a!ltcr Carhe1 hl'4 
Lirutenant generall.' by whose expcrlence. prudenr counsell, and gallant p t>rform:wcc ~w 
atchicued 80 many and happy entetpmeq of the wane, by whom ot l>l() he wa .. VCty gte-all\' 
asMsted, in "elting downe the needrul! oroCl"8, lawes, and COLINe of iustice.-. and the.- du(.' .Jd· 
ministration of th(' same vpon 0.11 OCCa\IOnl;. 

After three dayes ~pC'nt in watering our Ships. wee depa.rted now the sC'cond tllne' from 
this Cape of S. Anthony the thirteenth of May, and proceeding ~bout the Cape of noricla, 
wee neuer touched any where; but couting alongst Florida, .. nd keeping the !lhorc slIlI in 
sight. the 28. of May early il\ the Morning wee descried on the shore a place bUilt like a 
Beacon. which was in deede a scaffold vpon foure long mastes raised on cnde. fflr men 1(1 
discouer 10 the seaward. being in the latit\lde of thirtie dtgrep.'l. or very neere tht"rcunlo. 
Our Pinnesses manned, and comming to the shore. wee marched vI" alon~t rhe riut'r <;Ide. 
to see what place the enemie held there : for none amongst Vii hQd any kllowledgc thereof 
at all. 
H~ the Generall looke occasion to march witW the companicli him~eJfe in person, the 

Lieutenant general1 hau ing the Vantg uard j and going a mile vp' oflomewhat more by the 
riuer 8ide, we mi~ht dillc('rne on the otht"r side of the riuer ouer against \'s. a Fort which 
newly had bene built by the Spaniards: and some mile or thereabout aboue the Fort wa'4 a 
little Towne or Village without wanes. built of woodden hQ,\llC'.II, it'4 the Plot doeth piainely 
,hew. Wee forthwilh~prC'pared to haue ordinance (or the batterie; and one peece was a 
lide before the Eueningc planted, and the fint 8hot being made by the Lieutedant ' generall 
himselfe at thtir Ensigne. strake thrO\l~h the Ensigne, as wee afterwards vnd~f""tood, by a 
Frtnch man, which ('ame vnto VB from them. One shot more W311 then made. which Itrake 
the foote of the Fort wall, which was all maniuC' timbrr of great trees )ike M:Mt~. The 
Lit'utenant generall wai determined to pU8e the riuer this night with 4. compamefl, and there 
to lodge hiR1~lfe intrenched as neere the Fort, a!l t.t he might play with hi. mUikett a04 
smallest Ihot vpon any that .hould appeare, and 80 "fterwards to brinll and plant the batterie 
with him : but the helpe of Mariners f()f that sudden to make trenebts (Quld not be had, 
which wu the calUie that this determination was remhted vndU the Dext night. 

In 
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In the night the Lieutenant generall tooke a little rowing Skiffe. :md halfe a doz.en well 
armed, a!I Captaine Morgan, and Captaine Sampson. with some others besides th(' roWCI"9, & 
went to view what guard the enemie kept~ at al!lo to take knowledge of the ground. And 
albeit he went as coucrtly as might be~ yet the enemie taking t Alarmc, grew feareful that 
the whole force was approchiQg to the assault. :md therefore WIth all speede abandoned the 
place after the shooting of some of their peecel. They thus gone. and hee being returned 
voto V8 againe. but nothing knowing of their flight from their Fort. forthwith came a French N"hol.o.lor. 

man being a Phiphet ("'ho had bene prisoner with them) in a ritle boate, pla\,ing on his 1015-' 

Phiph the tune of t~e Prince of Drenge hi!J !Jong; and being called voto by the guard. he 
tolde them before he put foote out of the boate, what he was himaclfe, and how the Spa-
niards were gone from the Fort, offering either to remaine in hands Iflere, or eIs to relurne 
to the place with them that would goe. 

Vpon this intelligencf', the GeneraU, Jhe Lieutenant general!, with Borne of the Captain~ 
in one Skitre, and the Vice.admirall with lome othen in his Skiffe, and two or three Pin
nesserJ furnished of 90uldiers with the1fl. put pre!Jenriy oucr towards the Fort, giuing order 
for the rest of the Pinnesses to roHow. And in our approch. some of .he enemie bolder 
then the rest, hauing stayed behinde their company. shot off two peeces of ordinance at vs: 
but on shore wee went. and enrred the plltce without finding any man there. 

When the day appeared, we found it built all of timber, the walles being none other but 
whole Mastes or bodies of trees set vp right and close together in maner of a pale. without 
any ditch as yet l1}ade. but wholy intended with some more time; for they had not as yet 
finhlhed al their worke, hauing bt-gunne the same some th,ee or foure moneths before: so 
a~, to say thc trueth. they had no reason to keepe if, being subiect both to fire, and easie 
assault. 

The platrorme whereon the ordinance Jay, was whole bodies of long pine trees. whereof 
there is great plentie, Jayd a crosse one on another. and some Jitle larth amongst. There 
were in it thirteene or fOllrteene great peeces of Brasse ordinance, and a chest vnbroken vp, 
hauing in it the value of some t\vo thousand pounds sterling by estimation of the kingg trea· 
sure. to pay the souJdieN of that place, who were a hundred and tiftie men. 

The Fort thu~ wonne, which they called S. lohns Fort. and the day opened, wee ac;sayed 
to goe to the towne, but could nnt by reason of some rillen and bn'ken ground which was 
betwC'ene the two places: and therefore being enforced to imbarke O!g3ine into our Pin
ncsses, wee wcnt thither "pon the grent maine riuer, which i~ called as al~o the Towne, by 
the name of S. Augustin. 

At our approching to J:md, there were some that began to shew themselues, and to bestoW' 
!'ome few shot ",?on "s. but presently withdrew themselues. And in their running thw away, 
the Sergeant ?\talot finding one of their horges r('ady sad led and brideled, looke the !>;ame to 
follow the chase; and 60 ouergoing an his company, was (by on(' layd behind a bush) shotte . 
through the head: and falling downe I!\crewith, was by the same and two or three more. 
stabbed in three or four~ places of his body with swords and daggers, before any eQuId comf" 
neer~ to his r~ue. His death was much lamented , being in \·ery deede an hone;lt wise Gen
tleman, and a louldier of good experience, and of as great courage as any man might be. 

In this place caBed S. Augt.\fitin. we vndeNtood the kmg did keepe, as j~ before said. one 
hundred and fiftie souldiers. and at another plare ~ome dozen It'agucs beyond to Ihe North
wards, cal~d S. Helena. he did there likewi .. e keepe an hundred a~d fiftie more, teruing there 
for no other purp~e, then 10 kt'epe aU other nalions from inhabiting any part of all that 
c~t; the gnucrnement whereof was commiut'd to one P('dro Melendez. Marquesst". nephew 
t,) that Melendez the Admiral, who had ouerthrowco Master lohn Ha~·kim. in the bay of 
Mexico some seuenteen or eighteene yeeres agoe. This Gouernour had charge of both places, 
but was at this time m thIS place, and one of the first that left the same. 

Heere it waa resolued in full assembly of Captaines. to vndertake the enterprise of S. He
lena. and from thence to seeke out the inhabitation of our English countreymen in Virginb. 
distant ftom thence some sixe degrees Northward. 

VOL. n. E Whcn 
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·_H...... . When .... Came thwm of .S, Helena,· 'he "'olela appnrias: dang ....... and we bauing n,o 
Pilot to. vndertak~ the entrie. it Wall thought meetOit to goe hence alOog'lt. For the AdDU .. 
. dU had'bene the s:lme ·night in foure fadome and.a halfe, three lea~ from. the.shore.: and 

",'yet ·wee vndet'8tood by the' helpe of .a 'knowen Pilot, there DIlly and doe goe m Shlp!l of . 

-

< 

';- , 

. .. 
< ~ .;" " 

" '8JUter burthen and draught then 3ny we had in our Fleete. . 
. ,We p~ thusalongst the COallt hard aboord the 9hore. wb"ch i. shallow for a league or 
two from the shore. and the !lame is lowe and broken land for the most part. 

The ninth.of June vpon sight of one speciaU great fire (which are ~ery ordinarie all alongst 
this Co:lSt. euen from the Cape of Florida hither) the Generallsent hi. Skilfe to the shore. 
where they found some of our English countreymen (that had bene sent thither the yeere 
before by Sir Waltu Ralegh) and brought them aboord: by whose direction wee proceeded 
along to the place which they make their Port. But some of our ships being of great drought 
vnable to enter, anchored without the harbour in a wilde roade at sea. about two mile; trom • shore. 

From whence the General wrote letters to ma!Jter Ralfe Lane, being gouemour of those 
English in Virginia, and then nt his Fort about si:lte leagues from the Rode in an Islaud which 
they call Roanoac, wherein e!\pecially he shewed how ready ke was to !upply his necessities 
and wants, which he vndcl"Ntood of, by those he ~ad first 'alked withal!. . 

The morow after, Master Lane himselfe and sonie of his company comming voto him, with 
the consent of his captaine!l he gaue them the choice of two aKers. that is 10 say: Either he 
would leaue a ship, a pjnn~:«", and certaine boates with fluflicient Masters and Marinc"" to-
gether furnished with a moneth8~ictuan, to stay and make farther digc()u~ry of the cOllnlrey 
and coastes, and 110 much victuaU ljkewi&e all might be sufficient for the bringing of them a1l 
(being an hundred. and three pert'om) into England, if they thought good. after Ruch time. 
with any other thing they would desire, and that he might be able to spare. 
t Or cis if they thought they had made sufficient discollerie already. and did desire to re

name into England. he would giue them p3.'l6age. But they, 3.'4 it sec!med. being defliroU9 to 
afay. accepted very thankcfully and with great gladnesse. that which was olfred firsl. Where
Upon the ship being appointed llnd receiued into charge by some of th~ir owne company 
lent into her by Ma8ter Lane, before they had receiued rrom the rest of the Fleele the pro
uision appoynled them. there arose a great storme (which they sayd was extraordinary and 
nry strange) that lasted Ihree daytfl together, and put all our Fleete in great danger. to bee 
~riuen from tbeir anchoring vpon the coa.~t. Fot' we brake many Cables. and lost many An
thOl'S: and some of our Fleete which had lost all (of which number WaB the ship appointed 
for Ma§ter Lane and his company) was driuen to put to sea in great danger. in auoyding the 
coa.qt, and could neuer see \18 againe vntill we mette in E.ngland. Many also of our small 
Pinneues and boatel were lost in. thi8 fltorme . 

. • No.twitMlanding after all thiR. the Generall offred them (with consent o(hi8 Captain~) 
an other obip with some proui!lion, although not SlIck:a onc ror their turnes, as might haue 
bene 8par~ th~m before, this being vnable to be brought into their Harbour. Or eis if they 
would. to giue them passage inlo England, although he knew We shou1d perrorme ito with 
greatcr: difflcu1tie then he mighl h..,ue done before . 

But Master Lane with th01le of the chierest of his company yo'hich hee had then with him. 
cOD."Iidering what should he best for them 10 doe, made nque8t vnlo the General vnder their 

~~~ . " " hand •• that they might haue pa'f83ge for England: the which being graunted. and the r~t scnt 
\ .' ' ,(or out uf ,the countrey an8' shipped. 'we departed from t~t cout the JS. of lune. 
"i } ' . ' ,', And 10. God bee thanked. both they and wee in good tafetie arriued at Portesmouth the 

\ ':, .~ :~ .. '; .,IS. of luly J686. to the great glory ()( God, and to nOlmall bonour to out Prince, our COJln .. 
' .- ' . . ,''' ,,-; . . ' ~. and our Belues. . 
'" • . . .. :'. - The totall va)ue of that which was Jotten in fhit voyar iI ealeemed at three ACore thousand 
y,'" .poapdl, whereot the companies which haue f!80eJfed in .the voya~ were to haue twende 
t~:,_:·· ;-' , t~nd POU~d8. :the Iduentu~ the other fartle • . or -which twCDtlC thousand pound, (as t 
,;,. ;, .• , CII1 mdg.) wdl redound some .,x' pounds '0 ,he IlDgJ. share. . ' " 
" .,.; W. 

:,~~<;:~:":: ' 
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We lOll .ome eeuen hundred and arue IDm' in the YOyaJC: Ucnae three puts of them. 

onely bYlicknaee. 
The men of name tho&t dyed and were .!aioe in tb. voyage, which I can pn:tently call to 

remembrance, Ire thac. 

• Captaine Powel. ~ [""'ine Bi~. 
Captaine Varney. .ptaine CecIU. 
Captaine Moone. Captaine Hannam. 

·Captaine FortCICUc. Captaine Greenefield. 
ThoOlU Tucker a Lieutenant. Muter Nicholu Winter. 

• 

Alexander Starkey a Lieuteoant. Master Alexander earliell. 
Muler Eteot a Lieutenant. Ma5ter Robert Alexander. 
Master Waterhouse a Lieure- Muter Scroope. 

nant. Muter [araet Dier. 
Ma!lter George Candish. Muter Peter Duke. 

With tome other, ",hom for haste I tannor Buddenly twnke on. 
The ordinance gotten of .ll.lOrts Brasae and Iron, were about two hundred and forty 

peetes, whn-eof the two hundred and some more were bra.c, and were thus found and gotten. 
At S; !ago »ome two or three and fiftie ~eces. 
In S. Domingo about foufcscore, whereof was very much gnat ordinaDce, l\!I whole Can-

non, Demi~non , Culuenn!, and Ruch like. 
In Cartagena sonte sixtie 'and three.peece3. and good slorc Jikewige of the greater sort. 
In the Fort of S. Augustin were fouret«ne veec~ 
The rest WaJ Iron ordinance, of which the most part was ~otten at S. Domingo. the rest at 

Cartagena. 

A relation of the ports, harbor!l. fortlt and ciries in the 'Vest Indie: which haue bene 
8Urueied, edifi~. finished. made and mended. with those which hoilUe bene build
cd, in a certaine .uruey by the king of Spaine his direction and commandement: 
Written by DaptiJi ta Antonio, 8urueyour in thOtie parta for the laid King. Anno 
1587 . 

Santa Marta. 

, 
2;;'" 
"'j~ 

~ . ,'~ 

FINIt Santa Marta the principal! Citie of the Bishopricke or Dioces of the co ..... t of Tierra~. Mm. • 
firma. or the finne land, lieth ID 10. degrees and !. Ihe city being situated vpon a sandy bay =:~~ 
:.dioyning voto the sea side, contcineth in it about 80. hou"holds; aU the houses being made half 00, 

of URes, and couered ouer with Palmito trees. and some of them be couercd with tyle. 
They haue ttaffike with none, but with the Indians of the said country, which doe bring 

vnlo the citie fer to sell earthen Pots and Pipkins, and Couerlitll of Cotton wooll, and gt'CIt . 
t'arthen larrel. AIIOO they doe tnffiqu.e (0 Cartagena. It is a countrey which hath but 
smaUstore of cattel. because it is all mountainou.<i, and hath small store of people. There 
il a very good harbour hefore the said towne, inuironed with mighty hils & great rocks, 
which rC:ach euen vnto the Ka side, the which hie land doth "re:uly luccour the harbour, a5 

:1.1110 two Hands which lie about :i uf a league on the North side: tM) that .lthough they be 
Imbiect to Easterly winds, antt that with great Btonnes, yet they doe no great hanne to gee 
on land. Within rhi. Harbour there is a place which is called La t.ldera. where in tim~ 
pa:1It they were woont to trimme and carene their Shippes. As tauching the Harbour. there 
II no cau.e to fortifie it. Dor to make any account of It~ by reason there is no trade nor mf· 
fique to this place from any other placet, according u I baue certified your Maiestie thereof. 
And a180 because here are but few dwellen or inhabilaDtI, and looeing euery day 80 many as A 
it deeth,. by J"eillOn that it is euery day robbed and spoyJed by the enemie. But if your M .. to =:... ~ 
ieslie would command that the time or Noua Hi:tpania might direct their course to this Har-:s!ru~ 
hour being in their way. and here 10 water and refresh theDUleJUet •• U the PiJotes doe say~ ....... to 

,hat the FJeete may proceede on their Voy.~e from Ibit place. It ill going before the winde.:, ~ 
IUId 10 goo to the Cape of Saint Anthony whIch lieth on tbe nand of Cuba, and from thence 

Et ~ • 
• 
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goe their direct course to NOlia Hispania; and by this meanes the F~eete .hould haue n? oc
casion to pa~e so many dangers a9 they doc, by rea!on of the HUflcanos or stor~y wl.ndell 
which many timclI do come vpoo them* whe~ they arc Ypon the coast. o~ Hl8pahlola: 
and thi. is tht" cause thdt there are so many !:Ihlps cast away, DS your MaJestie doeth well 
know. • 

And as concerning this coune according as I baue certified your Majestic, they shall come 
into no danger at all. nor ~haU make any further way about; so by this meanu both the 
Fletles may come from Spaine in company, and then tome to S. Mafta, and the Fleete of 
NOlla Hispania m3Y come into this Harbour, and the Fleete whjch doeth goe voto the tirme 
land, may goe directly to Cartagena as they doe. Then your Maiettie may send to fi)rrifie the 
said Harbour. and the fortification must be thus: That on the morro or mount which is in the 
entring in of the said harbour. there be built a lide Forr, and so to plant some small quan~ 
titie of ordinance. And hard by on the South side~ there to build :I. litle Towre. and another 
Sconce. where wee may plant some more ordinance. So by rhlll meane! not onely theShippet 
may ride heere in sccuririe. but auo it will bee a defe~ce for th~e which dwell heere in the 
Towne: :md the betler to effect thi, purpose, there 11 hard by the Towne great store of 
Lyme~ Stone. Sande~ and Tymber, if occasion should Krue. 

Cartagena. 

CArtagena is 2 eifie, and the principall place of the Bi~hopricke; it Iyeth fourtie leagues 
Caru,~ u''''' from Santa Marta: it standeth In 8(;ant 11. degrcc!. The sayd Citle is ~iluatt!d vpon a sandy 
~~ loll It ok- banke or bay like \'nto an lIandt ; it hath about 450. dwellers therein. there are very (aire 
CIftI .~ut. 

buildings therein: as concerning their houses, they are made of seonel and there are three 
Monasteries. of which two of them are of Friert which are within the city, the one called 
Santo Domingo. and the other called Santo Augustin. and the other which is called Samt 
Francill. which standeih without the citie about 30. paccs off. And for to goc vnto the said 
Prierie, you must goe vpon a Caus("y made of stone, and WOlter on both b1d~. TI1I8 clfle hath 
great trade out of Spaine. and out of the new kingdome of Granada, and out of Ihe lIands 
there adioynmg, from Peru, and froID aU the coast of this firm(' land. and of the fIShing of the 
pearJes of Rio de fa Hacha, and of Margarita: it is a very Bound cOllntrey. 

This Citie hath a very good Harbour. and sufficient to receiue great store of Ships: this 
,aid harbour hath two entrances in, the ant' of them Iyed, halfe a league from the Cirit", 
where all the Ship14 doe enter into the "layd Harbour: the mouth or eotring in of the lIayde 
Harbour i" 1400. yanlet or paces in bredth, and very deepe water The other entring 10 

which is called La b oca chica, or ]jtle mouth. Jyeth a league beyond this plolCt' to the Wf'st • 
. ' wards. It iq 900. ) ardt in bredth~ and in the entring in thereof there lieth a channel In fhe 

midst or it. which. jq 200. yards broad, and 20. or 15. fadome watcr, some pJ,ces more. some 
. Jesse. And to entcr into the Harbour you mu'!t go through this cha.nnel, and the la.nd doth 

double in and out. And at the cntring in of the saydc'llarbour. after you hauc past this Chan. 
nell. you-mw;t beare vp to the !hoareward neere , 'n ro the nand df Cares. and looke how 
much is ouerplus more than the two hundred yardCli of the Channell, all the rest are cehaine 
ledges of RocltC'l, couered With tw~ or th~ee foote water ,:"pon the toppe of them. some placet 
more. and lOme leMe. So the ships which must enter m at .the mouth, must bring very 
,ood Pilots with them, which must be very akilfuU: yet all thilt will not serue. but they 
Plust carry their Boate be!ore, and lo.und wi.th t~eir Lead to ".now where the betd place of 
1he Channell Jreth for them to goe m. 10 Jt W1Jl be wall hmderance to any ahippe that 
.ban enter. neither yet danger at all of sinking. 

Tbere are three places about the sayde Citiel where the cnemie may giue an attempt by 
,. .. Dr*. land. The one of them is where the enemie did enter in and tanded~ which is a sandy Bay. 

and on the one side of the Bay is the Sea, and on the other tide a grtat Lake which goclh 
(oward. the Harbour. The tandy bay or banke, on the one ilide is 500. yarde, broad, all 
aandy ground without any trees. So that the enemie which giuMh the aaault in this place 
inUIt be. cOlIItrayned 10 man:h all alongol thiI .... di. Bay. Ih. en.mielying open these 000. 

yardCSi, 
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·yardes, which reach vntill you doe come to the trench: And on the backllide other 500. 
yarde •• till you doe come vnto the eitie. 

The sayde sandie bay or banke is 130. yardes broad. where the trench is builded. And in 
this place thi!i Citic hath bene Ilken by the enemic twise. Whererore heere wee haue driuen 
in a great many ofwooddrn stakcrw. which goe downe into thesea 50. yardesdecpe: and this wee 
haul' done, because this is a very dangerous and filthy coast. And below in the bottome of 
the Valley there we haue builded a litde Sconce, where we may plant 3. or 4. peeces of or
dinance. And likewise w!e haue made a deepe ditch, which doeth answere to both parts of 
the sca: '0 on this .ide the eitie is very strong and sufficient. For this wag the place "here
of the Citizens were most afrayde. 

The olher enning is lower downe by the sayde sandy Bay, which is called Cienaga, or The 
fenne del Roreado. This is another place which is on the sayd sandy bay, which i'l 300. 
yardes broad from the one place downe to the sea. And on the other side there lyeth the 
Cienaga, which is a certaine plat of ground that is ollerfiowcn with water all the yeere 10nO'. 
So that the enemic which shall come thi~ way to winne the Citie. must come marching ou~r 
land a good way vpon a sandie banke or Bay. where the Sea Iyeth on the one side. and a 
groue or boske of wood on the dther side, and through a plat of ground which is ouerflowen 
with waler, but not all couered. So in this place wee haue made :i Fort or Sconce with err. 
taine Flanckera belonging therunto. And I · baue caused a deepe ditch to be diggt"d of bOo 
foote in bredth, so that the Sea deeth come to that plat or place which is ouerllowen. And 
in this order we home,stopt this pas.o;.aJ!e '10 that the Citie standeth in maner likc ,'nto an lIand. 
There is 2600. yaTties distance from this place to the other trtnr h where the cnemie Francis 
Drake did land Ia..:t. 

The rntring in of this Harbour is by the bridge and Causey whichdoeth gee from the CHie 10 
S. Francis; the sayd Causey i8300. yardes in length, and 12. yardes in bredth; and the water l~ 
on both the sides of the saide Caultey: so thig i!!l the strongest place of aU-the rett of the three 
places Also in this pbce there is order taken to make a draw bridge. and vpon the top of 
the said bridge to bUIld 3. p1atforme3 and plant ordinance "pon it: and on both sides of the 
bridge there are cE'ttainc trenche<f made, where our men may be dose kept. 

At the point of this land c,3l1ed yC3COS, which is in the entring in of the harbour lowards 
S. Anna, we haue made a Fort of timber foure!lquare of 300. foote euery way. and trencht, 
wh('rc wee may plant If}. or Hi. peeces of ordinance. and keepe 50. mcn in gari .. on. and be· • 
lund(' the bourdes on the backside of the timbef'!. a Barricado of earth or muddc wall being 
foure foote in thi cknCAA(" and behinde the mud~,...all sand: !to thi! Fort will bee of grc3t Im~ 
portance for ~aregard of thi, Harbour. because all the Shippes which doe enter into this 
Harbour dof' come close to thi!:! place where it is strongest, flO that sometimes one may cac;t " _. 
a stone into the S\,)IPS when they are comming in: :md when any tohlp of warre or Pirate will 
giuc any attrmpt to enter inlo thili Harbour. there i:o order giuen that the two galleys shall n.:,,1Ioa. fJL 

go forth. :md put themseIues behinde the Fort with their prows to the sea, and 1'0 shooting at~ ...... 
• heir enemies in the forepart or the Ship, and then the Fort answering likewise with their 
ordinan'ce at the side of the shippe. and at their tad.ling. so the enemie being in the l13rbour 
all vnrlgged. they must of necClbitie be conl!ltrained (0 Iyr hourring withlO 1he Harbour. or 
rI .. they mUMt driut' "pon the rock.et called the I'lmo, OT eb vpon those rock'! whIch are couered 
with the !tea. at the lIand nf Cares. • 

And put case that In this place. we can doe no J!ood by Ihi" mean~ and that the enemiewill 
venture to come in with their Inng boates & Pinu('Sses through this ndrrow mouth; then we 
tire to haur in a re3dinC'llSe 4. Frigats to aydc and helpe the galliC!. &- to row With oares. and 
lit) to go to the narrow mouth. and there to stay in the channell. And forasmuch as the entring 
jn is 10 dangfltous. according III I haue certified your Majestie, there can no .,hip come IOto 

thill harbour~ but we must needes IiInke them; 80 that rhrse defences shall not onely bee 
annoyance to the cnemie. but also animate and encourage the inhabit:mt! of this citie: fur 
rhey mue hecne and are in such feare of the enemieJ and Pir;ltelo, that if wee had not made 

Ihc;e 
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~ fortiftoltio ..... • .trengthene4 the citie irt tbirordet. aild put lOme Rnrldiers in garison, 
die citi&enl would haue fledde, and foruken thi. citic: for aU the perswations made to them 
by tIw: gouemour coulde not perI'Wade them to the contrary. bat they would bee gone, if it 
W Dot brent" for this fonilicat1on, and yet for all this w* haue much to doe to make 
sbem to 8tay here: so nowe by tea!JOn of these 80uldierr which shan come hilher, the 
people of the citie home taken heart of grane: IfO I haue tolde them that your maies-o 
tie wHl eamm31w:i that Ihi" citie and the Harbour shall be better fortified and made ~trooger, 
and all this which I haue caused to be builded. ill with that moncy·which I haue borow~ of 
the citizens. 

A.!J touching the safeganl and defence of this harbour. if your maie!lrie so please. here 
may we builde a very faire and tItrOng cutle with mure bulwarks. on tht' poynt of the 
Y taCOS which doth lie on the ~ide where the citie is builded, becaut'e all the 8hippe~ which 
doe come to this harbour, must come dose abord thil shore, '0 ncere, that wee IT\ay cast a 
810ne into them, and so ouertake any "hip_ So lik.ewise if the ship~ will goe on the Oilit!f 
shore, then they dot! goe in greater danger, bccauge pf th~JoIhoalds and ledges orrock~, and 
so are often cut away. And forumuch as those!' ship' which here doe arriue arc brought 
hither by Euterly wind!, and lIometimes with th08e win<b which came uut from tht' !'(ca. 
and the«fore perrorce must glue a good birtll aft otherwise thC!'Y cannot enter into this 
harbour. therefore of neceaeity they must come 10 dose to the ahore: And on the other 
liide where the Jqland of l;aresl.Hbndeth, there may wee Luilde another tower fnure-square, 
and plant some foure or fiue pif"Cei of ordinancr. and this wil16Cfue fOJ;' the night, if occa· 
'Sian be offered that any small 6h1ppe or harke should-come in here, or any plnnec:se in the 
?light. to doe anr hanne~ or to attempt to burne any Fleete which shoulde ride here at an 
,..nker within thl! harbour: so the fort beeing on the one .. ide, and the tower on the other 
,ide. keeping good 'W8(ch~ there can no 8hippe nor barke come into this harbour. but they 
will bre espied. • 

In the narrow mouth at the entring ill the other wav toward("H the Iqland of Care'i, where 
the channell doth nJnDe neere the shore, as I haue already certified your maiOltie, there 
may another ca'lltie be made, and there foure or fiue pieces of ordinance planted. and Borne 

,sixe or eight men to keepe watch and ward: this being done. your maiestie shall haue this 
citie very wen fortified, by rn'llon it j, of such importance for the fieruice of your maicqtie, 
alld the- trade of all Spaine and Peru, and all the Indies: for thi! is the principaH fort of all 
this countrey. 

Ouer agamst this point of the YcacM, in the l·de of Caret!, hard by the water side, there 
arc great store of Itones, free stortes. and other standi 10 make lyme. and wood (0 burne 
the fitones withaU for the Iyme. and great part of the :ttanes doe lie about the water: so the 
wood will cost but the cutting of it downe, and the working of it, and with little paines 
taking it will bee brought to good perfet"lion. for wee haue already made triall thereof. for 
there waco neuer building that went to decay after it bath bene made. nor perished by the 
.ea : 80 ~he charge hereofwiII be but Jitle or nothing. • 

And for to put this in practise to build a fort, it is needefull that your maiestie -!thooM 
send hither and to many other plac~, where any fort shall bee madc# .ome gtore of NegrOlJ. 
and to fhi" place would be sent 150 Negros brought from .Guyney: and if the NegrOi of 
Hauana are not to bee" imployed there, nor thoee which are in Sanl Iuan de VUU3, it may 
please your maiestie to quse them to bee sent for to this place, for m08t ot them be artifice,... 
80me masons. bricklayers, smithes and nwyen, and to send Borne muons from Spaine to 
reach our men these ocCUpariolll. And after thete fortifications are ended and aU furnilthed. 
then the Negroe may be soJde to great profit, for a Negro that is of any occupation i8 .old 
her. fo< 600. aDd 700. pezo •. 

Nombre de DiOJ , 

NOmbre de DiOi is builded vpon a sandy Bay hard by the .ea tidc, it i8 a citie of .orne 
thirtie housboldei or inhabitants: their ~OUJCII are builded of timber, and most of the peo{>le 

which 
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·which are tbel'(" be foreineJ"S, they are there to day and goDe to morrow: 'it is full of woods 
and aome placet of the land arc ouerfiowen with water (.ontinually by reacton of much taine 
which doth fall vpon the hils. It is a very bad harbour, neither is there any good. water: 
and it i. subiect to Northerly '{lilld8 lind Ea'iterly winde., which continually doe blow vpon 
this roast: many of the greato1ships which doe come to this place doe vnlade halfc their 
commodities betweene the two ledges of rode. ... for that there i!!l hut little water in the har
bour: and after that a ship hath vnladen halfe u[her goods, then shee goeth to the sccqnd rocke, 
u it doth nppeare by the platformE", but the small ships come peere vnlo another rode on 
the West side. If the wjnde chance IOCOIDe to the North and Northwest, and that it ouerblowe, 
then Much great shipe 3S then be in the roade mUlit of force more themselue<J with sixe cablei 
a head~ C8pecially in a litonne, and yet nC'uerthele!Ke sometimes they are drluen a"hore and 
so cast away. and all becau'It> they dare not vier cable ynough, because of ~() many "helues 
and rock("s which are in both tho'!e place!': also the shippca doe rouTe very much in the harbour, 
by reatWn in foule weather the Sea will bee mightily growen, which is the cause that their 
cables do oftentimes breake, and their J;uthers are vnhanged. the cause thereof i8 by reason 
the shippes doe ride but in little water, yet goeth there a great sea. 

The eitie i8 buildC'd :l.Od ~ituaU:d very weB if it were a good harbour, it standelh vpon the 
btside "pan a rode where they may builde a ,"cry good forf, according to the plAtforme 
for the safegard of this harbour: but !!l'eing;t is but a bad hauen and shallow water, the~ 
fore I doe thioke that it is not needefull for your maiestie to be at <lny chargell In forl,f)ing 
that place. but oneil' a trench to be made of earth or day, 50 that these tuwncsm('l, may 
defend Ihem",clues (rom danger of S. or 4. ship.... • 

The citic of Panama iot eighteene leaguC<t from Nombre de DiOfl~ the wayes are exceeding 
bad thitherwards; yet notwithstanding all the ~Iluer is brought this way to Nombre de Dioo, 
as well your mai~ti~ treasure a~ other marchandize; 80 lik.ewise the mo~t part of those 
commo(hti~ whi<.h are caried to Peru, and the rest of the marchaDdile arc carri4'd to the 
riller of Chag:re ",hich is some 18 leagues from this citie and it is brought ... p by thi. ... riuer 
within fiue Ica,t:ue<I of Panama volo an Innc or lodge called Venta de Cruze". and from Ihi'! 
place afterwaroi they <Ire tranRported to Panama vpon Mules. The high way which gocth 
from Nombre dt" Dios to Panama may be "'tty wei mended, only to remooue thi .. way and 
to "top it quite vp. and "0 to make it againe vpon the side of.a mountaine. This rifle lieth NorII~ H~. 
in nine degrees and one tierce, aml if your maiestic Will g~ue order that Ihis eillc .. hould be ::.!tlr'ce.· 
pluckt'd downe and newly bUlldcd againe in Puerto Bello, then you are to makc a new way 
through the mountaines of Capira. by rea..lIOn it may not be frequented and hecaUI'e the high 
waye", are very bad: with little charges they may be broken and so shut \'P, ancI the cha-
nell of this harbour may bee !olopt with the timber of those old ships which arc laid vp here 
euery yeere, an<\. then afterwardll may be cast a great number of stonet inlo the same. and 
"0 by thi.; meanes to damme vp th~ harbour: and here is great want of stones to halla .. t the 
shippes: wherefore they are faine to goe to an Island three league<J from Cartagena calk-d Isla 
de 10'1 Ba~timentos, and tftid is a thing "ery needdull for thiS Countrey, a! by c='prrience I 
haue seene. 

'-
Puerto Bello. 

PVerto Bello lieth fiue leagues from Nombre de Di06 Weo;lward h'i .. a ,e~' good harbour 
and .ufficient to rtceiue great :-ctore of ships, and halh \'ery good an}.erlnJt. and fresh ..... ater 
fol" neere the shore you shall find !tOme sixc fathome water, and in the middc:,t of the ",arne 
barbour you .hall find twelue (athome-, very good and cle.lIlc ground or sand. without eyther 
banh or rockeM. There are twC'lue smatl rluers or brooke, of water which d.~ belong to Ihi.~ 
barbour~ and NO doe mef'tt' aU together: tIO that the fleete may at all times pl'Ouide themfielut'S of 
fresh water 80 milch as shall serue their tum~. And likewier there i", in thi~ place great store 
cf timber to build shippes. and etones to ballast shippes. Alw the harbcur hath no danger at 
all in commillg in, but onely when the wind ie Wesrerly. which is seldome seene vpon 
thi. coast. The windes which doe most blowe vpon thi, coast are NorthflJy v.'nd~. 

and ... 
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·and tJ1ey are more dangerous and hurtfull then the Ea9ter1y windeg are. Within this har
bour there Herh a small ereeke safe from an winds that can blow. This creek is about fiue 

. hundred yards long, and so many in breadth. and in the cotring in of thiscreekes mouth it is 
some 300. yardes broad. and foure falhome and a halfe of wlter: and eotring farther in. aixe 
fathome. all oaze and muddie ground: flO that if 0. ship flnouJd chance to strike or come 
aground. ,hee could take no harme being soft oaze; also it doth ebbe and flow according a.'t I 
haue cerr.;fied your maiestie already. • 

And likewise the comming in and going out of thi!l harbour is very good: and with all 
kinde of weather a shippe may set &aile from thi~ place except with a· Westerly wind: and aU 
this coast i~ \'cry deane where a shippe at all time!! may come to anker without the harbours 
mouth. This harbour is inuiront"d round about wilh woods : and at the cnde of this harbour 
there is cerlaine land which i9 ouerAowen witb water: it mly bee clsily dryed vp and 
walled round about, so this land will serue very well to fcede cattell. For that is the chiefest 
thing which doth belong to any citie or towne, and of this pa~turc ground there is great want 
in Nombre de Dios, for there is no pasture at aU to IIrC'ede calrell, for all kinde of flesh which 
is spent in this place ill brought from Panama: so towards the South there ill a very good 
place, where the citie m~y bee newe built on a certninc plaine ground which lieth at the foot 
of ccrtaine mounlaines, which bee not ver)t high; :lOd in this place there runne three little 
tiuers of fresh water very sweete and good , and here is good arable ground to till and to 
sow Mail. and other kinds of graine. Ahoo in th is circuite there are great stones to make lyme, 
and these stonC8 must needl'.'f prooue vcry good as I dot> think'e', but we neuer bad any triall 
thereof. . 

This harbour hath all things n·eces.c;ary to builde a cit ie, " ,here your ma.iestie mar haue your 
\armies and fieetes of ~hippes to ride at an anker in safetic without danger of loo!Jmg: and it 
18 a very healthful ~ountrey, and where the citie !'Ihall be builded it is all stony ground : and 
forasmuch ~ the nine water which doth fan from the mountaines may doe hurt vola the cilie, 
there at the (oote of the ntountaine wee win make a great pond to recciuc in all the water 
which doth fall from the mountaines, and 80 from thence to goe into the sea, as more at large 
;your maiestie may see by my platrorme. 
, Ir it would please your maiestit", it were good that the eitie of Nombre de Dios might bee 
brought and huilded in this harbour: it would not bee vcry chargeable vnto the citizens by rea
son that all their houses are made of timber, and they may benefite themselues with the 
~ame againe, and likewise with the .tylC5 of their houses: the greatest charge will bee to land 
timber and to Cut downe the mountaine of wood. 

If it please your maiestie that the sayd citie of Nombrc de Dios should bee huild~d in this 
harbour the first thing which must be finished is to make vp tbis high way, and so to pull 
downe the Church which is in Nombre Dios, and the Contractation house, altd 80 newe build it 
in thi~ harbour: and then to command all the fleetet of shippes from time to time to come and 
vnlade their goods in thil!! said Put"rto Bello : And that those marchants and factors of Spainc 
which ~e lygets in Panama and Nombrc de Dios, shall come to th~lJ harbour and builde anew 
their warehouses for rec~iuing of their goods. So by these meants in shorr time it· will be 
greatly inhabited with people: also the fteete 9hall1lot pa'J~e so many dangers as they dayly 
doe in Nombre de Dios: neither will there so many people~il" as there dayly doe in Nombre 
de Di08 : and the caule thereof is, that those labouring men which doe v~e to vnlade tholK: 
marchandizc, arc all the whole day wading in the water vp to thearmepitS to bring the 
packs of cloth and other commodities aland; for there is no landing place where there can 
come any boatet to land any goods close to the.hore, 80 thi! wading and the parching of the 
Sunne is the cause why 80 many doe dye ,of a burning feu,er. There are but 60. dwelling 

" houses in Nombre de DiOl, aud but thirtie dw.ellers which doe continually dwell there, and the 
rest doe goe to Panama after the ~eete is_fane, and then this Towne doeth remayue desolate, 
euery man fomaking it because it is 80 ful ~r di!M!as~. ;" .• : . 
. :", In, the ena-iog in' of this harbour for the morc-iecuritie therec;f apclfdefence of the towne it 
."' Deed.full to build VpOD Ihe loppe o£.the mouDtlrhich Iyeth to Ibe NOrthW3rd, 3 linle rort 

fouraquare 
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foureJquare that will hold (oure or fiue pieces of ordinance, and to appoynt lIixe men to W<ltch 
and ward; and this beeing done wee shaU haue no occasion to make any more defence, by rel
Ion the countrey is full of rocks and filthy wayes, and all full of wOlJdit round about the har
bour. 

And 80 likewise on the othe.\' side to builde a little tower in maner of a fort. with eight 
pieces of onlinance and fiue and twentie 80uldieril to keepe it. And thig will bee of more im
portance becaWlc it must be builded on the towne aide. And a little beyond this place on the 
Northside there lyeth a cricke. where there is a very good ankering in eight fathonfe walE'r: so 
this fort beeing bui1ded in this place it will defend the harbour and offend the enemy: and 
will defend the coast along and a poynt of the land which doth runne from the East to the 
Weat, and rucheth to the Band of Bu.ena Ventura. And put calle that the fort which is huilded 
orlthe other !lide doth decay, or be taken by the enemy, with this other fort wee may defend 
the dtie very well, if the enemy should chance to come into the harbour, and bee IUCcoured 
and hoi pen by the citizeu!., and twenty musketters being planted vpon a mount which lieth 
ollcr the fort. will bee sufficient to defende \'s from a good many of our enemiel. that shoulde 
come In aRSault VB, becauee alllhc countrey is full of Tockes and stoneH. and fuJI of mountaine<t. 
So from thi!t wood there maya way be made to goe to the cillc, !!lnd to layne with that way 
'Which 1'>hall goe to Panama; and this may bee done with small chargC!l. This harbour doth 
lie in nine dC!.'Tees and one tierce, and if occasion should<" serue wee may htop vp the way 
which doth goe to Capira. and the rest of the waye~ which goe from Nombre de Dios to Venta 
de Cruze!!. according a.1i It is certified me by the Negros caned S,merons; for they told me 
that this way would not bee very troubl~ome. Although il'l the Winter it is reported that 
here is good store of water in Ihis place. which in the Sommer is all dryed vp. and where 
these waters are, there we may buiJde a cansey, to which purpo..'1e there are great quantities 
of ston~ and timber very seTuiceable: so thi!t way may bee made with that trea~UTe which 
)o our maiestic doeth receiuc ~ the auerages and cu~tomes of Nombrlfde Dios and Panamil, 
wruch doth amount vnlo twduc or fouretceoe rholl'>3nd pezo!j yeculy: and an order might 
be taken for the same, that the sayd money may serue for the buildmg and reparing of these 
wayes. 

Panama. 

PAnama is the principall citie of this Dloces: it liclh IS. leagues frol"l Nombre de Dios on 
the South sea, and '1landcth in 9. degrees. There are 3. Mona'itetics in thi~ said city of fryers, 
the one i .. of Dominick'!, the other is of Augu.,till~. and the third i .. of S. Franci~ fryers: 
al80 there is a College of Iel>uiN, 4lnd the toyaH audience or chancery ill kept in thi~ cllie. 

This citie is situated hard by the sea <lIIle on a Mandy bay: the one side of this dtic j, en
uironed with the sea, and 011 the other side it is enclosed with an anne of the sea which run
neth vp into the land 1000 yard!!. 

This citie hath three hundred and fiftie hou<lcs, all built or timber. and there are sixe hun~ "-hu. 
dred dwellcni and eight -hundred Bouldiers with the townesmen, and foure hundred Negr06 JjO boutea. 

of Guyncy. and some oflhem are freemen: and there HI anothcr towne which ill called Santa 
Cruz la Real of N<"gros Simeron<l, and most of Ihrm are imployed in your maiesties Beruice. Nqro&s.u.-1I' 
and they arc 100. in number. ~nd thi') towne Ii a league trullI Ihis eilie .pon a great Tluers ~-~ 
tiide. which is a leaguc from the !.ea right ouer against the h .. rbour"bf Perlcos. But there" to ~ 
no trust not confidencc in any orthe.;e Negr()ol, and thcrefore we tlijl!lt take hecdc and beware 
of them. for they art' our mortal! enemiC!. 

There are three sundr) wayClt to come to tbis cilie. bellides the sea, where the enemy may 
assault Vii. The one i~ at the bridge which is builded vpon the riuer: and on tbe one eidc 
of this. there hetb a creel..e; so on this side the citic is very strong, because it h "n soft muddie 
ground, for in no way lht-'Y ldllnot gOG "pan it. And right ouer against it there licth a tiuct 
which is in manet like \nto a ditch or m~te; and on the other side of tlle Riuer there Iielh 
a great Lake or Pondtwhicb is full of water all the Winter. and part of the Sommer, '0 that 
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on this sidt" the city i& very strong. for with ,'cry small store of souldicrs fhi'! place might 
bee kept verie well. 

Tbr M« '"1 to Th~ greatest danger [or the- surprl"ing of this cilie is the way that doth come from ~om~:e 
ute p~ de DlOcCi : for all tbi .. way i .. pin) flC ground and no woods: al)d 2000 yarde.!! from Ih19 cHJe 

there liclh a rincr (";tiled I..auandt'ra'l, where i.he women doe v$! to wash their linnen : and this 
riller doth goe inlo thc crecke. 3ccording as J haue certified your maiestic; and being once 
past this riuer, thert' i.s a causey ~hich goeth directly vnto them. The other way which doth 
go toward!'< the ('iti€' is lower dOWllc towards the sea al a'ltone bridge lying "pon the way 
which ~oeth to the harbour of PeTieo. These two wilyes rannot be- J..(·pt nor resisted. because 
it is all plaine ground and mcdowes. 

Vpon the F.a<;t side of thi. .. cHie there are YOllr maie~tif'5 rayaH houses buildC'd "pan a rode 
ioining h:IrtJ to the Sea !:oide, and they doe as well IC'anc towardol the sea as the land. The 
royal! audience or dumrcrie is kept here in the .. e hou<;fs, and liJ..ewi~c the prison. Al'd in 
this pla('e all your maiesties trelSure is kept There dwelleth in the~e houses your malcstico; 
'frea. .. urer. the Lord Pre-.idt'nr, and 3 ludges. and master Atturnc). All th('~c doc dwell in 
th~e houses, and the r<.>st or your maiesties officers: which are s;"" houses bf"'1idcs th~e of 
the Lord President, thE> which arc all dwelling hou!.('s, and ·all auioining togethcr on(' by 
another along VpOIi the Tocl-es. And thf'y arc builded all of timbcr and bourdcs, as Iht" other 
honsel' are. So where the pri .. on <;Iandefh and the great hall, these two pl~('C''I may bC'c very 
well fortified, be('2use they sertle so filly for Ihe purpose. by renson they arc huilded towardes 
the sea, and that there lye certaine ~m~ll rocb, which at a lowe water are all discouercd and 

An lliaoo1 intbl dric, and some of them are seel\l" lit a high water. Righi ollPr these houl>~s to the Ea:.twardcs 
=llJ'ofP .. there lyeth an hiland about fiue hundred yarde.!> from these hOllSCS, and the Island ii:l in forme 

of a halfe moone; and in this order it runnelh all alongst very Ilecre the maine land: so 
ouer against these hou'lcs there Iyeth the harbour where all the .. hippes doc vile to ride at an 
anker, after that they" .. ue discharged and vnJaden their march:mdlu. For wtK-n thc), hauc 
their lading aboord, there can come in none but "mall l~ark(,<l, and at a Im .. e ..... ater the 
shippq: are an aground and drie, and 60 is all the space some thirtie yardes from tho .. c houl>c~ 
Right ouer again.!.t them st:mdcth the citie 

Whtn new('01 were brought to this eitie of those Pirate!; lyhieh were come VpOI1 IlIi ... ('oast, 
the Lord President and ludge .. commanded that tht"re should a sconce bee made, and trenched 
round about, made all of timber for the defence of this ciliC' :lgain .. t the en('mie, :lnd to leepe 

r\ou.coodt.:> your maiesti('s tre:lSUfe. So your officenl cal1~ed Venta de Cruze,," to he fortified, and hke
land III- wi&c Cbagre, and Quebrada, and fortifi~d the galTison of Ibllano: for all the~e :Ire place~ 

where the enemy may land, and by this meane-; spoylc all thi!> cOllntrey. 
There are three ~undry places where this citie may without difficulty be taken, and .. poykd 

~~0Ju- by the Pirates. The first i,!j on the NOTth seas in a certainC' placC' which Iyelh fouretecft( 
~.. • leagues from Nombre de Dio!ll, the place is (-aJled Aele to the Ea!l'",ard .. , where once bcfo~ 
~ Place. certaine men of waITE' haue entred into those seas The lither place i!) Nombre de DiOOl, 

allhough.thi'J i, a bad place and nanghtie wayes, and full of waters and a \ery dirlie way: fm 
three ptlrtcs of the yeerc the ('ountrey people doc ITaue) vpon those waters, and an. olhel 
very badde way, which is the gain:;!; vp of certaine rodes and mountainN whi('h they must 
climbe, called the moulltaille<; vf Capira, which aro of height three quarters of a league. SCI 
in this place with very !mall s10re of souldiers wee can de(Jnd our "dues from the fury 01 
the enrmie, "0 these dwellelll doe ~y that in Sommer the waycli are l ery good without ('ilhel 
dirt or water. • 

The other entrance i .. \-p the riuer of Chagre, which 1'iUfrs mouth lyeth eighteene leagues 
rTQm N'ombre de Di08 to the Westwards falling info the North sea, and this is the place which 

'I'lM ..... GI tbe citizenll of Panama doe most fea~, for ther may come 'liP thilj riuer to Venta de CrU7.CH, 
=-_-=~_ .and 80 from thence march to this cilie, which 18 but flue leaguclj off. So vp this riuer there 

goe boates and barkes which doe carry 320. Quintala waight. ThcRe are they which carry 
tbe , moat part of the marchandize which doe come from Sl)aine.o be transported to 

Peru, 
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Peril. and from Ven'a de Cruzes it is eamed to Limaret which is three leag\l~ off 1hat plact", 
:lnd the dwellt"rs doc repon that it is a very good way: -and if any men of wane will attcmllt 
to come into these seas, they may very easily come vp this riuer as farre ali Venta de Cruze'!, 
and from thence march vnlo thi~ cide. and if the enemy will, they may bring their pinncSHc>I. 
rea~y made in foure quarters, lnd 80 taken in sunder. may afterwards set them logether 
aga1ne: 3'1 il is reported that Francis Drake hath ned it once before when he came that voy
age; and so he may attempt vs both by sea and Jand. And forasmuch as the most part of 
these people are marchantS, they will not 6ghl, but onely keepc their owne person! in safetic, 
and saue their goodo; ; aq: it hath bene sene heretoforr in otber places of these Indies. 

So if it will please your maiesty to cause: these houses to bee strongly fortified, consider
jng it standeth in a very good place. and if any sudden alarms shoulde happen, then the 
citizens with their goods may get themseJu~ to this place, and so escape the terrour of the 
enemy: and so this will be a good sccuritic for a1l the trea .. ure which doth eome from Pen!. 
So all the Pirats and rebels, which haue robbe-d in these part!J, haue gone about what they can 
to Illoppe this passage, and so by this meanes to stappe the trade of Spaine, and to set 80ul
dieTS in this place. for to intercept and take your maicsties treasure, whereby none might be 
caricd into Spainc. Therefore il bchooueth your maiestie to forti fie these places very strongly. 

These places being fortified in th is maner. your maie .. ty ),hal haue al your gold and siluer 
hrought home in safetie which commelh from- Peru. And all those commodities which are 
laden in Spaint' may come safe to this place. And if pen'hauce any rebellll t1hould ri~e in R~btlhOft ( .. nd 

these parts. which would rebel !/!:tinsr YOllr maiC'jtie, which God forbid, & if they should :"dIMWcn 
chace til ioyn with ahy of these pirats •. hauing thiol place so wd fortified, & Puerto Bello ill n Jr. 

J North parts. & so to send some garrison your maiestie needs not to feare: for here in this 
harbor are alwaY("!t 10 or 12 barks of 6() or !iO flumes apiece, which do belong to this harbor, 
So if any of these places shalbe intercepted, Ihe your tnaie~tie hath no other place fitter then 
this to land your maiesties souldit"r'i, for then they hane but 18. leagueJOto march by land, & 
presently they may be shipped to !!upply th~ place" which shal stand in most need of 
them. In al the coast of Peru there i!l no harbour that hath any shipping but onery this 
place, and the cilie of Lima, where there are some 8hip" and barki;. The harbour being thu .. 
open without any defence, a man of war may "cry ea!!iJy come to th::i place, as I haue certi-
fied "our maiestie. Ihurow the sln'its of Ma~~e1lane. & arriue at that instant, when those barks. . 0 

do come [rom Peru with vour maiestie-s gold & sillier. for !>omctimc~ they brin"' 5 or 6 mil- j ,or6, wlli ... ". 
I . 11k ") I) h' &~ I of"oldlr.,ihlc" lOllS 10 t I()<..C lar"<;; so Ile enemy may come all( 1,lke a t {,Ir lrea!>ure. . 1I0t eese one 
man, bec.mJoc here is not on(' mall to n'~ist him, therefore thi" p):lcc.' b('ing thus fortified. the 
frt'asure may bc kept in the fort . There i~ a trench made round about your majesties house'! 
which arc builded of limber: thc President and ludges did cause it to be made, for that here 
"':'IS T1('we'l brought that there were certain(' men of warre. & pirau coming for these parts. 
Sn this trench jq: thus maintained \'ntil SUt'h time as your maiestie" plea:mre is to the contrary, 
<.\:. in such wise that your sCluldie-Ts may fight lying bc.·hind the trench: so there is order giuen 
III build a platforme vport the plaine ground, and so tn plant such ordinance in those plac('~, 
~s shaH be thought most conucnicnt 

If it wil please your mai('stic, here we may make a scollre or fort toward the land side. & 
so trench it round about and build it wilh stone. bceau,.e here i,,:'1 place and al thin~'I rcadie for 
the !mme ptlrp~: and by this meanes the citie would be ~ecltrely kept: as for thf' sea there 
I .. no dangel' at ai, by rC3o::on that the water doth ('bbc & flow 'Yoisf a day, and thcn when it 
i .. ebbing water it wil be 31 ozy & muddy ground and rocks, so that In no wise at a low ",aler 
the enemy can wade ouer the mud to come to this city. and it rcachcth from 1hf' Island til 
you come to the bridge c311cd Paita. Two leagu<-'S from thi!! city there lieth a harbor called 1,"'f kubOijl' 0( 

Pcrico downe to the W(,lotward: this iii n very sure harbor by rcason of 3, Is'and~ which do 1(11<0,. 

jayne in maner of a halfc moone~ they lie halfe a ledgue from the maine, the Mands do enr'lO'Ie 
the harbor round about. the harbor is a very high land. & the l1:mds are bl!t reasonable high, 
there is good store of J'resh water: also there hath neuer any .. hip bene cast away in this 
4arbouF, for there it 7. f;thome watn at fullt'a, and 3 or 4- fathorue at lower \\'3ter, and "'ery 

4F2 g~ 



36 VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, The.tat. of ,~. W," 1M. /OW,,". 

good ground for their 3.nkering. and whtn they wilt trimme their shi~ they may ha1e th~m 
aahore. All those ships and barb which come from Peru with gold, 811uer or any olher lund 
or commoditiet. do fil'8t come to an anker in this harbour. and if thty hauc a contrary wea
ther they cannot come into the harbour of Panama; ilnd for 80 much as the harbour hath no 
defence for the safegard of the ships. if a man of warre .Jould chance to come into the 
harbour, aU the barks with the treasure mOlY be very easily taken. And likewise these barkft 
81: ships which do nauigatc in the South tlellll carrie not 60 much PS one piece of ordimmcc or 
a rapier (C'defend them Witll:lll. f 'rom this place to Venu. de Cru7.cs is not passing 5 leagues; 
.0 that if any pinnessc should happen toamue there, no doubt but they might robbe and t;a.kc 
aJ your treasure which is in those barks, by reason that front the shore they cannot be rescued 
nor holpen, because it ill :'1Il I~]and and refuge for all shipi' and b:Jrkil. Jf It would plca~e 
your maieltie here might some fort or defence bee made in the middlcmo!>t I~land, and ~omc 
ordinance plantcd. and thi'J might bee made with Jittlt' ('harg~<I. because in the said l.sland 
there are all kinde of neceso;aries fit for that purpoilie, so by Ihi~ meane, your maiestic may 
haue both the harbour and the citie very well kept. 

It. _ ""' into And likewise there i~ :mother entring into the South sea which i~ c31lC'd the riller of Fran~ 
*_duc.. h ' h cisc.:!, which lieth on thl15 "ide of the Cabec;a de Catiua, and.t IS Tiller dot come into another 

r iuer which is caJlt'd Car:1col. :md is fiue leagues from this citic; and once before these Simc
ronq brought into this place certaine Frenchmen. 

The riuer of Chagt'e. 

THe riuer or Chagre lieth iQ 9. degrees and one tierce. The mouth or this riuer i~ in the 
~ 'II' North l'C3S 18. leagues rrom Nombre de Dics. and 1~. l~gucs rrom Puerto Bello : there Iii 
~r:;" 7 caryed "P this nuer certaine quantirie or those merchandize which arc vnladen at Nombre de 
tbn..- toUD- l)ios which come from Spaine. From the mouth of this riucr to Venta de Cnlzes arC' eigh
my. teene leagues. FrOf:l this pl.lce where the barkes vnlade" their commoditie.!-. they 3re carried 

vpon mules to Panama, WhlCh i9 but fiue leagtleq off rrom thi~ place". 
This riuer hath great IItore of water in the Winter. And the harkcs which belong to thi9 

riuer arc commonly of 320. Quintals that is of 16. tunnes in burthen : btu in the Summer 
there is but ~malJ ~tore of w3ter: so then the b.:!rkes haUl' much to due to get \'p thi" riuer: 
and in m3ny place9 these barkes arc constrained to vnladc tht"ir rommodilies; and are draw(>n 
by menlll .,trength and force a good way vp the riuer. and therefore if it \vould please;' YOllr 
maiestie to command that all those goodM may bee first vnJaden in Puerto Bello, and there to 
build a lille castle in the mouth of the said riuer. and at the foote or the c3'itle to build a ~tore
house to vnlade and k~pe all the sayd goods. and there to build other barks of lesse burthen : 
then theSe would strue for SommeT', a.nd the great barks for the '''inter. 

n it would please your maiestic, there might a "ery good high way be made on the one 
~ide oT the riuer, and so they might bee towed, ror it may bee made and not With much eost 
because it i8 all plaine ground, and there 1'1 growing "pon the ~ayd riuer great 910re of timber 
and treel! which doe lie ouerthwart the said Riuer; so that they are very cumbersome and 
great .annoiance Vllto the !>aid boates. aswell those that go vp the said Riuer. a~ also that doe 
come downc Ihe said Riuer. 

And therefore if it might please your maiestie to command. that Puerto bello minht be in
habited, aDd the town. made neerer the Riuen .ide, ellery' thing would be a g~eat deale" 
better chta~, if the commodities were caried vp the Riuer : for it ilf a great dang("r to cary 
them vp by land. for it fa darly eeene that tbe muleR do many times fall and breake their 
accUs with their lading vpon their bacb, as welt the treasure as other k.inde of commodIties. 
bcc:au~e it itt such a bad. way. And your maiestic might be at this charges and IIpend your re
uenew~ or Nombrede Dios and Panama, which do yerely yield 12 or 14 thousand pezOll, & 
.bit being onoedone it would be a great ayd and benmt to tbot~, which doe trade and trafficke, 
and ,to tp.e merchantCl which doe "end their goode oUeI'-land, and eal!e them much or paine 
an4 pu~, becau.e the other is a most filthy way. as any i. in the world. 

A brier. 
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A briefe remembrance of a voyage made in the yeere 1589 by William Michelson 
Captaine, and William Mace of Rafcliffe~ Master of a ship called the Dogge. to 
the Bay of Mexico in the West India. 
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TlIe aforcsaide ship called the Dogge. of the burthen of threescore and ten tunnes wa .. 
furnished, and armed forth with~the number of fortie men; it departed from the coaqt of 
England in the moneth of May, directly for the We9t India: It fell with the Bay of Mexico, 
and there met with diue1"8 Spanish ships at sundry times, whereof three fel into her lapo;e and 
wefe forced to yeeld voto the mercic of the English; the last that they met withil1 the Bay 
wa~ a Spani~h man of warre, whom the English cha8ed. and after three seuerall fightes. "POll 
three diuers dayes, pressed him so farre that he entreated a parle. by putting out a Bagge of 
truce: the parle was granted, and certaine of the Spaniards came aboord the Enr;lish. Where 
after conference about those In:tuenJ that had paS'loo in the fight betwixt them, they recelUed 
reasonable intertainement and a quiet farewell. The Spaniih, as if they had ment to requite 
the English courte!lie, inuited our men to their shippe. who perswading them~ellics of ::.pallllh tr_ ... 

good meaning of the Spanish, went aboard: but honest and friendly dealing was not their 
purpose, Ruddenly they ll..<Qiaulted our men, and one with a dagger stabde Roger Kingsnod the 
English Pilote to the heart and slcwe him. and others were serucd with the like sauce, onely 
William Mace the Ma.;;ter & others, notwithstanding al the prepared trappc!! of the encmic, 
lept ouerboonl into the sea. and so came safe to their own ship; and directing his cOlln.e for 
England, arriued at Plimouth the tenth day of September. 1589, laden with ",jnt'S, yron, 
Roonl!1. which i~ a kinde of linnen doth, and olher rich commodities, looking f,)r the arriuall 
of the rest of his comlort!l, whereof one 3lld theprincipall hath oot long since obt:tincd hi'! Pori. 
Thus much in generall tenn~ onely I haue acr yet learned. and receilled touching thi~ voy-
age , e,,-tracted out of leiters sent from the aforesaid WiUiam Mace, to Ma!otcr Edward 
Wilkinson of Towre-hill in London. My principall intention by ,hi" example is to 
admonish our nation of circumspection in dealing with that !!ubtill etTemie, and neuer to 
trust the Spanish further, then that their ownc btrcnglh shall be able to master tht"m: f~r 
otherwi"e whO'loeuer shall through simpJicilic trust their cllrtesic, shall by tryaU taste of theIr 
as.!Iurcd crueltic. • 

CERTAINE SPANISH LETTERS 

INTERCEPTED BY SIIIPPES 0,. 'rilE WORSHIPFUJ.L MUTER IOHN WATTES WRITTEN FROM 

DJUER!'>E PLACK .. OF'TIIE ISLA.NDEII AND OF TilE MAINE LAND All WELL 0' Nt.:EU,\ 

ESPANNA., AS OF TIERRA FIRMA. AND PERU, CONTA.INING MANY RECRETS TOUCIlING TilL 

AFORESAID COVNTR£VS, AND TilE ~TA.T£ OF TilE SOl1TIl 8EA, AND THE TR4.D£ TO 

TilE PBILlPPH'iAS. 

A feter senf from Hauana in Cuba from the general of the f\cete lohn de Orimo 
to the king of Spaine the 18 of October 1590, touching the building of ccrtainc 
excellent Frigats~ &c. 

IT may plea.'Je your maie!ttie that at the date hereof one df the Frigates was lanched: and 
three more will be ready ag.ilinit the tleete depart from hence. They are very biggc and cx
Clcllent of sayle, which will carie 100 men a piece with souldieN and mariners. And hauing' 
good ordinance, there are {ewe or none Qf our enemies that can offend vs. For wee Sh.1Jl 
both Ieaue an. take at all times when we li:JL But it behooucth your maiestic to send both 
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80uldiers and mariners to man the Frigats. For we haue great want of 50uldieMi and mari
nen~ 'With tackling, ankers. powder, shot. caliuers, and all kinde of furniture for them. For 
these things are not here to. bee had for money: and likewiee to send some great ordinance 
for the Zabras. For the merchants shipi are so weake and so vnprouided. that they hauc al
most none to defend themselucs. Allin we sh"l1 be constpined to giue the carena ~gaine 
voto al the ships; for they are very wcake by reason of the long voyage : and the marinef"'f 
and souldlcrs are weane with their long traueUing and keeping of them here. Thus if it 
would plQlSt" your maiestie to command with all expedition that .these souldiers and marin
ers with all kinde of other funliture might be sent V8. then the fleete may set forward and fiO 
p~ceede on their voyage. Goo preseruc your Carholike royal maie!>tie. Fro Hauana the 
20 of October J500. 

Your maiestiesscruant. who .. e royall feet I kisse. 
(OliN D& OIUNO General of your Fleete. 

A Letter sent from the Gouernor of Hallana lohn de Trenda. to the king orSpaine. 
the twentieth or October) 590. touching thf' want'! of that place. 

BY three shippe~ which d(,parted from this Harbour since the Flf'eteg an-iuall here, 1 haue 
giuen your maic!>tle at I.lrg t' to vnderstand. w~at hath happt'oed a .. much as 1 can. and what 
thing is here to be done in this citic. and what your maiestic mU'it prouide. And now once 
againe I will returne to put your maieootie in minde thereof 1 be~ech your maie!ltie to com-

::!:.!"'U: rill'll- mand to he prouided and to be ~ellt hither two hundred Negro ... if you will haue this Corti. 
Hauau. flcation to goe forwardc!I: be~u!le your maie<;tie i!f here at great C'ha'gc:-s with the ma ... ter 

workeman and the Officers. And for want of Ploners the worke goeth nut forwaroe!. For a!ll 
the worke goeth dayly forward and ill(;rea~e(h farther and farther, so we want men to 
,,·orke1 and to gardc it. and m •. ewige to keep it. We dare not meddle with thtl!>e of fhe 
Galiet. And Iikew~ it may plca .. e your maic:."tie to send new working- [oole .. of yron, ac
cordmg to a remembrance which I haue sent to your maiestic of 1.lIC, which doeth 'iigllIhe 
our wants more at large 

Likewi~c it is needeful that your maie .. ti e shuuld send · powder and m.ltch to rurm-ch these 
80uldLCU KIll I" fcrtot. And likewise to send money to pay those j;ouldicrs which are nc\\ly come hither, & 
Ha_ fer that companie of souldiets which were sent from Mexico to thi .. place. For it bchoolleth 
:~otI ¥pOtI1III }OU{ maieRtie not to haUl' them as yet left. till such time a. .. the dcfcllCC1'I about th{' forh bee 

fini..hed, and that which is in b uilding vpon the hill, which will be ended very shortly if you 
send the Nc:-gr09 and yron tooles. 

'Piue Fnpb Likewi~ I haul' certified your maielllie. tbat with aU spc:-cd I am making ready of the fiue 
=:~FrigatC'8. that they may cary all the treasure. Also lohn tit' Orimo seeing that it is of " 0 grcat 
o-r.I 01 tlw importance to hane them dispatched, doeth furni3h mee with some mOllcy, althou~h M ime. 

Ieee. what scantly, vntill such time u your maiC>ltie doth 8cnd him somc oruer therefore. I be'>f"cch 
yon to command it to bee done: con~idering the great charges and expencCl that we ar{' at 
ht"rf', as by the accounts your Maieqti(" Nhal1 morC" at largt' "ercciue. what hath bene "pent. 
These trigat~ will he made an end of without all doubt by the moneth of Februaric; but a .. 
yet their tackling and sayles are not here arriued: but I doc l't"y the comming thereof euery 
day. according.., tbe Du.ke of Medina and fohn de Ibarra haue written vnto me. that those 
th1J>1!1 which t.hould bripg the same were ready to dcpart rrom thence All fhese thing-c it be
hooue-th your Maiestie to send in time: for 1 can aMfiure YOllr Maicl'otie that you 8hall not haue 

Tht:.ao&IlaKy vpon the sea ~uch good 'hippe'J 8!1 these arc. For all touchi ng the other 8hj~ (If the tleete. 
~ia which lIR in this harbour. it is not conuenient to venture the siluer in them. Thi~ counsell 
c... Jour Maiestie 8hall not take of mee, for I am a souldicr. and haue but small skill in n3uigution. 

But euery day it is tolde me openly and in secret by many of the pilots, captaines. mlllotel'll 
and mannera. • Coppu." As tQUching the copper. I hiDe put it in practi'le twist more. and haue made proofe there

.wi, to\IIII.s. of: wherein there hath bene more spent. then I wa5 willing there should haue beneJ becaUJe I 
co. h:we lotten no fruit thereof; I know nof tbe cause, but that it is not done effectually by 

Ihose 
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those that haue the working thereof. Therefore I beseech your Maic!>lie 10 send me that 
same founder which] wrote to your MaiCfJrie hel'('tofore of. Our Lord kcepe your Maiestlc 
many yeeres. From Hauana the 20 of October, 1&90. 

Your Maie5ties tlemant, whO!le royall feetc I ki sst', 
IOHN DE Tu:u.o .. gouernour of "auana. 

A lc.-uer sent to Don Petro de Xibar one of hi5 Maiesties priuie Counsel of the 
West Indif'S. from Don Diego Mendez de Valdes Gauemour of S. Iuan de Puerto 
Rico the 20 of Nou~ber 15!JO. touching the stale of that Citie and Island ... 

1 Receiued your honours Ictter the 20 of Februarie, whereby I receiued great content, 10 
heare that your honour is in good heahh. As touching the imprisonment of our tout-in Don P~rod<V.'4",. 
Pedro de Valde8~ it doeth grieue me to the very soule. I bC'lcech God to send him hi .. liber- r:"OQUU' Epc" 

tie: and likewise the imprisonment of Diego Flores de V.alde'i grieueth me very mu(.n: I nei. 

pray God to send good justice. The M. of thc ficlde Iuan de Texela. and the M. workcm.1Il 
Juan Baptista Antonio arriued here in safetie. and hauc viewed this Citie with all the urcmtc lohn Rtplilta 

round about and the <;ituation as 1 hue informed his maiestic thereof. They halle markni a Am"",.,,'" 
!l0n... n!l~ 

place to build a strong fort. whereat Ihe cOllnlrey remaineth very well contente. And if nO". o/tbr 

standeth in a good Ifituation, and in a conuenient pIace on a high mount whit h deeth '}e '"[JOn ""tol IndlU. 
the entering in of the Harbour, & so cutteth ouct to .1 point of land~ leauing in the Fort a9 much 
space a<; wil containe 3000 persons, without io)nillg' thereunto .any part of the coast. So 
the M. del campo hath nlmed the fort ella della. lfe left me great store of yron worl..e, Arttonl fott 

toole .. , eight workemc:n. and 20() Negros, \\hlch arc the king'!. And thc 1 .. land doth linde n",;/y/u,ltd 

400 pionC'f'o which are contlJlUally at workc. HI~ maie..tie hath sent me a w:ur:101 to sp<'nd ~':.cru.~u 
the prnlli~ion of the Island, & to take those rent~ which his maiel'>ly hath hert', & to (.crufle 
hi" maie'\tie what there is wanting for the malllilining of the workmen & thll they may haue 
all thing<j nccesiary. So I hauc .. enl to Nueua Espanna, for such thing .. as are here wanting. 
I haue writle to the M. of the field, whlLh i"l gone 10 Hlulna, informlllg hun that It doeth 
g-reatly import that the worke with all Cl.pedulOn should go forward, seeing that it iJoJ begull 
for the defence of fhe Island. And we doe de rend il as well as we can from the enc~mje, ill 
fe"p("ct of the great danger which otht"rwj~e mi~ht happen, if the t'llcmie Rhould come and 
1mde it beg-un, and nor ended And hkewl~t" that hi., maie .. tie would send me that whu:h I df~ 
requcqt And the mo .. t print ipal thing of al is, to ')t"nd more Ne~To~. And ... endlllS I1\C all 
the ... c thlng<j which be Il('edful, I tru~t in God I shal in ... hort time bUild, P the fort, to defcntl 
\S Irom Ihe encmie. The fort must be buildcd trilngle wiqe; for it Wilt reach into the llay : Tt,,, r<ln ,"I 

and wt: !<oha! be ahle to plant in the ... alne 40 pieces uf good ordinance, f'ancm. 1knn-cannon, ~,t~!lg:Ift" 
and Colucrlllt:. The M of tht' field, ha.th promised tu lo.end me some from llallana. Fur thM btd~"d, tJ,s. 

he i ... delermined In ca ... 1 some there, by r~a .. OI) of the great :-tore of copper, wluch now ofcopptllllllWt 
late i~ f(lund in lkiuana : for here we haue a .. yet but small <;tore of ordinance to defend \'s.~Dd_c 
J looke for [) Canon .. which hi!) maie.rie should send frum 5painc. with !)hot and powder, and ~. 
al kinde of \\ClpOnS, bec.llI",e that here i!) great want in the J!"laud. His malcstic hath sent the 
wholt: number o(200s(.ultCiers, and in thecompanie there came two capitaines. Thecbrps de1(lOJOUldirn 
Guard is' kept in the market place: and twi!)e In a nlOnelh I muster all the men In theJJand,-.,w S.11I01i 
and finde very neere 1500 fighting nfen, and SO hor-:emen. TI,e forte when it is ended ",ill ~~:u~to. 
be the strongest that his maieslie hath in all the IodiN. And ftyw the peoplf' of the countrey :"" , .. S. ~""" 
sleere in security For commonly before, the E'lgli ... hmcn "ould o(:?,.ftlC and beard Vii to the t2::"" 11'0 

hallcno; mouth. God l.eep your honour, and send you long hellth.'9 FJ'.l;l;m Puerto Rico the ~~~:b:ot 
2t! uf Nouember 1590. 

The GOllernor DIECO ~lENOtZ , V At DES. 

A Jetter to lohn Lopt"z Canauate-, Alderman in the towne of Canauate III ~Q.C 
written from his beTuant luau de Ponta Canauates. from Hauana the s(,uclltee~ 
ofOctobrr 1:»90, touching the slale of the said place. 

THis ill to giue you 10 vnderstand, that Rince my departure from S. Lucar I haue wtiuen 
\'nto you t"'jse army arriual here, and what 6Ul'cesse 1 hnuc bad. And nQwe you :lhall "n

derstand 
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demand that 1 am determined to goe for Nueua Espannl. For latay but oppol'tunitie ot 
time. For here is great walch dayly kept and great looking to the sou1dien in keeping of them 

1't.t _1.... together~ for running away. But neuerthelesse I hope in God, to finde lome friend to conuey 
"'n .... '60&11 meeaway from hence. Thil:l countrey is 80 close and narrow, that if a maD IteaJe not away 
H I Wlua. 

hidden in some shippe. -it is not potliiblt" for him to e.cape, nor to goe a league out of the 
towne. no way but by 8e3. And because the harbuur i~ 80 dose. it is the best harbour ana 
the surest in the world. The barbour j, made in thb! order. The corrie in towaroe the land 
i~ by a narrow blreight chanel, which continueth as long as a aaliuer shot, and from that 
place the riU{,f openelh broader and broader: There are in the eotring in, two points which 
make with the lamlc, whereupon are newly builded two strong forts. 'which are fortified with 
very great9torc of ordimmc(': besides another strong and famous Forte which ill in the Citie, 
90 that it is impossible to take it. There arc in these three Fortel', a thousand souldien in 

Tbt'bo1dua 01 Garison. And likewi .. (' here are two galies to kcepe the coast. Yet for all this, the audacious 
the ... " Engli"lhmcn being without all .. h3mc are not afraid to come and dare vs at our owne doores. 

Our iourney to goe for England i~ mo<:t, cerlaine in Iht" yeere 1592. Here are making with 
~'.ipsbuilltd great expedition 18 ~bip .. , whi<.h are called Frigat"l for that etrect. They are very strong 
£' ~uNd.qallln !'Ihippes. and will drawe but very litle water. whereby they may enter amon~t the shoulds on 
'" u. the bandt'S of Flanders : they arc buildcd the higher hecause here i .. great !'Irare of timber 

and excellent good and incorruptible. It i", reported that Ihe fteete will depart from hence 
in February, by re""oll that at that time the Engli .. hmen are not dt'parled out of their ownl" 
COUnlrf>Y. And thu., J rest, from this Island of S. Christopher in I1auana this present dar on 
S. Lukes euen; the 17 of Oct.ober 1590. . 

Y~ur \\'m"'hlps seru :mt~ 10UN DIe PORVA CANAVATlr:S. 

A letter from Mexico, of Sebastian Biscaino 10 his Father Antonio ni"(":lIllo in Cor
chio in Spaine, touching the great profit of rhe trade to China, and somewhat or 
M. Thoma<;~andish. Written the 20 of lune 1590. 

HAuing wriueoll to your worship by a friend of mine :H large. nowe I will bee c;omewhat 
short. And this is oneJy to giue you to vnder .. talld, that [oure- monethlJ pac;t. 1 ctlme from 

h~J'I'lcolhe Chino, and landed in Acapulco, 70 league .. from Mexico, "hich i ... the harbour where rhl.' .. hips 
!i:':i~i~~t that goe downe to China lye: and all' the marchants of Me xico bring al1thcir Spanilih COIn

loc(orCIllIla. modities downe to this harbour. 10 flhip Ihem for that countrey. It is one of the be~t har-

P.& Au",,1m. 
to Om •• bout: 
SQOO Ic",~ 

bours in all Nueua Eo;panna; and where the ships may ride mO!'t !;afe-1y wllhout all kinde of 
danger. For it Iyeth vnder a necke of land, and behind a great point. And in th ili harbour 
here arc foure great ships of Me>..ico(lf 600 and 800 tunnes a piece, which on ely ~erue 10 cary 
our commodities to China. and 60 to re turnc backe againe. The order ito thus. From hence 
to China is nbolle two thousand league .. , farther than from hence to Spainc. Aud from henre 
their two finll :o1hips d('p3rt at onr- time to China: and are 13 or U monet~s returnin,g backt' 
againe. And when tho!!le two ship.:; are returned. then the other twainc two moneths after 
depart. from hence. They goe nowe from hence very strong witfl souldie-N. ] C3n certifiC" 
YOli of one Ihing; That 200 ducates in Spani:.h commodities, "lid 'iome Flemi&h waroo which I 
cariN with me thither,] made worth 1400 (lucateH There in the countrev. So I make account 
that with thO!le silkes, and other commoditit'S "hich I brought with mo [rom thence to Mexico, 
] got 2500 ducates br the voyage : and had gotten more, if one packe of fine '!ilkes had not 
bene spoiled with salt water. So as I ~yd, there is great gaine to be gotten if Ihat a man re
IUrne Itl s:tfetie. But tbe yecre 1588 1 had great mischance, coming in a !lhip from China to 
Nueud. E'i~nna : which being laden with rich commoditje~, was taken by an Englh,hman which 
rDbbed va and afterward burned our ship, wherein I 1000t a great deOile of treo. ... urc and com. 
moditietl. 

lr I should write to you of the state of thi!! countrey of China, and of the strange things 
w~ch are there, and of the wf'alth of the countrey.Iwt"Te not able to doe it, in an whole quier 
of paper. Onery I may certitie you, that i t i. t~e gondliest countrey, nnd the riehM, and 
mOM plentif\lll in an the!: world . For here are greAt ,tt.fe of golde mynCf'., ai\uer mynet, and 

pearle, 



pearle, great .tore of cotten cloth: for the COUDtrey people we~th nC>thing else but fine CoW.,,,", 

cotten cJo~ which ilt more accepted then ailkee. For here it great .tore of silkes, & they ~-r:~ 1._ 
are good cheape. All kinde of victuals" as bread. Oeeh, wines and bennet and aU kindes of~ 
foules. are very plentifull. Here are great IItore of fre.h riuers. Tbe people are very louing. ::"11;:, 
Here ate very faire cities and townes with costly buildings. better t~n those in Spaine. And ~ .. 
the countrey people go vcry richly apparelled both in .itkes :lnd gold. But here we haue 
order from the king of Spaine. that a Spaniard may not dwell in China aboue 8 y'ere.'i. and 
aflerwardi they must returde againe into Nueu.. &ipanna, and other souldiers must come in 
their placed. The couotrey is very vnwholesome for '18 Spaniards. For within these 20 
yeres of 14000. which haue gone to the Philippinas, there are 1.'JOOO of them dead and not 
past )000 of them left aliue. The-re is a place In China which is an harbOlJl'# called Macaran, Not ab.otK",u 

which the k.ing hath giuen to the Spaniarda freely : which shall be the place where the ships :::~::
shall come and traffic:ke. • For in this harbour there is a great riuer which goeth vp into the PbWppla. 

maine land, vnto diuers townes and cities, which are neere to this riuer. And thus troubling 
you no farther 1 rest. From Mexico the 20 ofJune 1590, 

Your obedient sonne, SBBASTIAN BJSCAINO. 

A LeUeor of Bartholomew Cano to Peter de Tapia in Siuill, from Mexico the 30 of 
May 1590# touching the atale of NuelHl Espanoa, and the fleet of that yeere. 

BEcause I baue answered your letters which I haue receiued in the last Fleet, as touching 
that matter 1 haue no more to Dy. The occal;ion of my writing vnto you at thIS time, is to 
giue you to vndentand, that tho:lC commodities which came 1n the last Fleet#'ltwere sold at 
the first good cheape, and 'those that bought them, got much by them. For now at this in
stant white Roan cloth iuolde fot' 8 or 9 real'! a 'are. The cause of this WaJ, by reason there 
came a carauel of Aduise from Hauana; which brought \'8 newes. how the annie that hill ma
iestie did send for England, was all tipoiled and cast away: and therefore they of Spaine did 
write that there would come no Fleet from Spaine hither this yeere: And this j~ the cause 
th3t all linnen cloth is very deere in these parts. WinC9 auo are vt:ry deere: for they are 
sold for 90 and 100 deminas a pipe. When the Frigats departed from hence in August last 
' &89. Cochinil1a was 50'. at that instant for 50 peso~ the quintan; and now it i!' sold for 55 
PC'loes. And since 'hat newet1 came from Spaine in a carauel of S. Lu":ar, that it was soIde 
there for 72 ducateg the quintan, there are laden in thi~ Flef't 14000 Arouas of Cochinilla, 
and 7000 Arouas more were laden in the Frigats which departed before the Fleet. There ill 
laden in the Fleet great quantitie of trcasure# more then hath bene !'lent to Spaine these 
many yeer~. both for the Kings and the Vice-royes account. And the marchant,. and gen
tlemen of aU these prouinces doe .end great quanti tie to supply the Kings wants: for that 
hig maiestie hath .wntten to the Vice-roy and to Ihe gentlemen of the-.e countreyes to ayde 
him with much money lovroroes the maintenance of hiY WarreR again .. t France and other 
plac~, & therefore they haue sent good store: God send it well to Spaine. There are like
wise laden aboord the Fle~t to the number of 100000. hides. and great storc of other kind~ 
of this <conntrey commodities. So that the Fleet goeth very richly laden. Quicke siJuer is 
here very deere, for here is almost none to bee had for any muney to worke in the gold 
mynes: for without Quicke silu(>r ,'\-ee eaonot refine our gold. And no man "pon paine oj 
death may bring any from Spaine hither; but all must come fOT the tings acconnt: and 80 

the ~ing doeth seH it het'{' : there ii exceeding gteat pipe therein .• And thus I rest: From 
Mexlco~ the 90 of May J 590. \ 

BUTUOLONEW CA.NO. 

'l\.Jettet,of Frier Alonso .,.eW elected Bi~hop of Met:huacan, to the king of Spaine. 
wfiuen in Peru in.abe cilie de loe ReYM the first of March 1590, touching the 
,late ,>f ~rica a chiefe.H.aueA ia r.eru. 

r • • • . ," 

VPon..ph~ etJcn tbe .yMe J$Ul 11'fceiucd your maiesliet cqmmUsion in Pot~i. For 
wlUch I &in auiI obojl Qe cODtinu.lly bound to pray for your maiesties long healtl>. for the 

'1'.1- n, . G great 
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great benefit! which your maiestie hath bestowed vpon me, in sending ~e to Mecbuacan : 
whereby my great trauell and paines may be recompenccd. which I haue caken with that vn· -::e: JI"Iteful and desperate people of the riUCT of Plate, whi(."h tht'y haue bene the occasion of, 

PIm. ID dealing 80 badly witli me their Pastour, whu:h hauc counselled them, that they &hould haue 
a great care to serue God, and be dutifuU to your majestic .. according as eu~ry good and true 
tlubiect ought to do. Now for fhi!'! gift which your maiestic hath bestowed on me, I most 
humbly kisse your maicsrie8 handes a thousand times. Thus pr~ently ] departed from Po-
to«si 90m't:what sickely, 10 :lccompli~h that which YOUT maie..tie hlth commanded Ole. So I 
arriued at Lima in lIJafetic the first of February by th(' way of Arica. which is an hauen towne, 
where tbey imbatke all the.' bi\rre9 of ~lIll1er. And there I baue seent' 'what i8 done. &. what 
they haue prouidcd again!'!t Ihe Engli!ihmen in Ihat h:luen ; which is; That there itl a Jide fort 
made hard by the waters side, with certainc snlan pieces of ordinance in tbe said fOTt 10 of
fend the cnemic, if occasion should scrue that they should offer to come into the barbour and 
otTer any yiolcnce. But the principaU thing of all that ,\e want if'to haue souldiers. foote 

:: au V Alli_ men, and hONemen. For according a .. I am infonned, here want JOO meo which should 
l.eepe Ih(' ( oast, if they tohould olfer to Jand and march vp into the countrey. And likewise 
the people of thi e; countrey haue told me, that if vpon an high mount which is hcre in the 
harbour neere to the haucns mouth, on the Southside of the harbour where the aca doth beat, 

CoodnlCtlC'Qtl_ ther were two or three great Canool'! planted on the top of the hill# (where very good. watch 
timaaUyktpt. ill continually kept) from that place they may reach to doe the enemio great hurt. a league 

infO the 8('3 The new Vice-roy Don Garcia Vrtado de Men40rs, worthy of thai digni,ie. IS 

in great f.mour with 31 thOMe of thc!ft' realme~: for that he is a grc1\t solliciter both by :-.ea and 
land in all kinde or diligence, not lc)Osing one houte in your st:ruic(', and that which he hath 
in charge. With as much speed as may be J will depart from hence to Mechuacan, to s('rue 
th.lt church and your maiesty ; and there I wiI1 ~m3jne ac("ording to your maiesties com
mandemcnt. with ,"e bllJles or indulgences. Our Lord kf'cpe YOllT maiesty many yercs in 
hi l:> hofy !:leruicc. From the city de los Reyes the firilt of Man.:h J5oo. 

Frier Alon..;o l)i'ihop of Mcchuacan. 

/t\ letter of Don John de Miramontes Suasola to Don lohn Garci., ele Peoalosa from 
I Arica 011 the coast of Pcnt tbe tentb.of March 1&00. 

"-PIC'r my long traucll and haddc "Iu("c~.e, my forttllle brouKht ntee to rhe Jodie-; ; where 
beinO' wid of aU hope, and filII of griefe, 1 am become, a .oulciier: 11 thing in this counlrey 
which i!l most hatl'd of an other thin~1 not onel), of rM:n: but of the wilde )Jeaqt<ol: and 101 
an occupation which i .. choSC'n of }dIe penmns. The occasiol) of thi~ i!l, that there haue bene ..... _II in in these fl('as, nod yet arc cencine EngJilob roum: and in 1'Iccking of them 1 hal>( uauelled 

:..."'t',:. thetc tltref> y('~: the one of the yeres a 8OuWier. and Ihe other two ),ceres I haue gone for 
captaine and eUMigo('-heJ.rcr. An<l at thig time her'e ill arriued Don Garcia!l Vrtado de Men .. 
d~ viceroy of thc<,e realmes: who h:uh chORen me to he chiefe epsigne-.rer of an army 
which d'cparted (rom hence to !lcoure the (,03~t. For here we halle newes of the enemy, 

TIak .... M. which i8 comming vpou the cOOlSt: for wee bulle stayed for their comming these foure mo· 
~ ... t:D..1',leth! the f'l3me way which they mllst come, in a hauen c .. lled Arir3, which is the fiN f'ntry 
lIP_iII~ of Peru. So I haue 9f) pczO& a Q1onclh~ b~i~es other profits. at hine realt the pezo; & 
='~-J: f<MIte shares at nine reals the pezo. So tMc 1 hal,1e lij()O -pe109 t"uery yere 0( pay: for the 
"""asap. "VIi~ it my dere frien~ and maketb great accoUlttoQ( me. And 1 haue alwayes 400 du-

ctfI· in hJf che"r to goe lik.e a m3n. 1 *ecb ~, wend ~ quietneS!le. But yet it is rbe 
'Art 01 a gentleman to 5erue the king"'~' maMter56: ''!~ .. alCtion8. And thuw ll"elt. from 
,he harboar of Arica ''''' t.~th of J4lu<;h tII!l!1. 

I kiue your ~ip.ndl •. a ... m a~ yuur comm:mdement 
.. Doa...lobn de Miramonfes Suasola. 

~ _ fQure g~ fIlI~"" of S50 tun ... I p~. whic~ ore ip Arica me. , 
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wWlt a C3f:ftralt, Admirall. ViceadmiraIJ. with great More of 80uidierw which bepe fhi. hauen : 
f.M ftte viceroy bth intelligence that there are certeine EngliAhmen of war comming thither. 'naiI_M. 
This hlllen' of Arica' is the belit harbour in all tbe South !In: for all the siluer which commetb = C!IWcJt 
from the mines of POIOlSi. is shipt in this harbour, and 80 brought to Lima. And likewi!e 
aM rife! commodities which come from Spainc, and all the kings quicksiluer, is vnladen in 
dMS harboer, md so caned to the city of Lima and other places. where the mines of siluer are. 

A letter of the Licenftate Christopher Vslano to Gonsaruo de Solana in the dty of 
Endsa in Spaine. writrcn from the city of PotO!S\ in Peru the 20 of Iuly 1590. 
touching a great plague in Peru, and the shortnesse of the passage from the riuer 
of Plate into Potossi in Peru . . 

'tHe last yeere 1588 I reC"eiucd letters from your worship and from my sister: and since 
that lime [ haue receiued none, nor in the fleet which came to Cartagena 1589. And this 
yere 1590 there hath bene great want of ('orne in tbis kingdome of Potossi: for that thereF_tAt. 
hath beene no rnine in this kingdome of long time. For in March the husbandmen vse to 
!lowe their corne: and in Aprill Winter doth begin. And if in Aprill there be no raine, the 
corne ,.,.hid is sowen will consume away: and so for want of nine we haue had two baddc 
)'etes of corne. And likewise here hath bene:in these countreys of PotOSii, and in the city 
De ta paz, p:reat sicknes.~e among the Indian!', Mullatos, and Mestit;os, called the amaH pocks,l'!.que. 
and 3. eerleinc pl<\gue, which hath destroyed all this countrey. And there haue no aide peo-
ple died, nor Spa"y.,ani&, but oneIl' tillS countrey people, from one yeere to 30 yeeres of 
age: so for want of Indian" we C<l" not 'Worke in thr mines. this sicknesse runneth al along 
the coast of P eru. and halh passed into the strejght~ of MagalJanC8, whence we haue newea 
that lho'le S<lUldier~ which were sent from Spain thither to build th08C forlll are most of them 
dead , & espe('ially the workcnicn which came to make the forts. The qenerall Don Diego 
de AbnlM hath ,Hltlen to his maie'iily to send more souldiers and more workemen, .... hereby 
the ... e three lurn might be bllild~d af'cording to the kings commandement. This sicknme 
('ame fiNt from Cartagena '0 th i"l countrey, which i!il 1000 leagues distant: and. as I sayd, it 
hath gone all Peru Oller, to the vtter \ ndoing of this countrey: ] pray God to cease it. I Pct'U ~.' 
pray you when you write any ietterlf to mee, send them iii those IIhlppes which come to = 
Saince Thome, and tale in Negros. And there are great store of shiP:J which goo to Sainet 
Thome for Ncgros. and it i!l but 15, dayes sailing ouer a gulfe to Brasil!. And from Br.lsiU 
Iht>ir !4hippclf bring their Negros 10 a rumen called The hauen of Buenos Aeres, which i, A.bon .... 

wi chin the entrance of the mightie riuer of Plate. And from thi, harbour all kinde of Spa-~~::: 
ni"h and Portugall commodities Ire caried to this Gitie of Potosoi in carts and on horses: forriucrofPiluto 
it iii but 10 or 12. d3ye~ iourney, and the c(luncrey is very plaiDe ror carts to trauaile. And P-
from Potossi to this harbour is great sCore of treasure brought to buy that countrey commo-
d ities, and So thry are shipped for Portugall : and the ships go and come ;againe in short time. 
If hi~ maiestie "ill consen] that we may haue trnffique from Spaine to this h"arbour, it will be 
very profitable; and in fiue or aixe moneths I'lhall heare from you, & you shaH doe the like 
from me. And by the way of wrtagena it i$ sometime 2 . yeres before we can receiue your Thu"',.", 
lenen from Spaine. By thiJi W1it my brother may write, and 10 by this meant' the letters =t!>' 
rna)' ~peedily cQl'le to my hand. And thus I rut. From this citi~ of Potossi the 20. OfpCN. 

July 1&90. 
The Licenciate-Cuar!lTOPH£R "SLANa. 

A,,,,letter of Sleucn de T_b·"A1.p~ Mattina. Vaca in Siuil from Panama the 21. 
of August 1590. «ouc'bing,t1\c kHtirS desire to bolTOW muney "pon prinie seales. 
and tlie want ortli<:,C\')'\II"CY' 

rr =.1:1- you, w""biR"'ml<!~h'd, th.t I hlue ,rkeill-.l • 'plcke' of le"e", /tom 
}IOu, 0 you write vntoidl.iclt,thclpat mis ... i .. and the calamiti .. of Spain.. An~ I 

. G Ii prom ... 



VOYAGES, NAUJuATlUN', 

P'l'9miae you that these countreys are in no lesse. For here is great wint of corne and other 
kind of proui~ion: for here is almo!!t none to be had for any money, .by ~, that'from Lima 
there is no JoIhipping come whh maiz. Here wee hauc had newes from Spaine .ofthe pat 
prouillio which IS making ready for those s:reat wars which hi~ mai~ti~ IS in preparing. & 
of the great sumfl of money that his maiesttc standeth in ne~e of: So that it doth put VI all 
.that arc dwellers here in such a perpJcxitie and confusion. tbat we know nalwhat we. whall doe. 
I pray Goo his majesric tak.e no( away our money which wee baue sent to Spain,e in the flute. 
For here ire march:lOts Ihat haue sent some 200000. pezos, some l'O()(X)(). pezos, some 60000. 
smne more some le~se. to haue it imployed in commodities of that co~mtrey. Allhough the 
king hath sent hither hi~ sccdule or bill of a~signement signed and sea1ed by his maiestic, 
whit:h hath bene proclaimeJ here: The contents whereof are. That what man soeuer marchant 
or other will send their money into Spaine in that fleete; his maie~(ie will not take away any 
part or portion therenf. (which in 80 doing will bee a great comfort vnto vs all) yet here we 

" were in doubt that hee would take it from "s an, New~ from the citie of Lima as yet we, 
PriIlieKAlaIO haue none: But J can certifie your worshippe. that all things are very deere here. and that we ::-::= stand in great extremilie for want of victuals; and likewise we haue great want of money, 

Also here is order come from the king with certnine priuie seales for to 1end his maiestic mo
ney, for that hee hath gre.lt neede thereof. 'fhis coun,rey at this inst:mt is very poore. and 
there are none that can lend the king at this rime any money at all, by reason that this lande 

~of is left so vnprouided of money : But wee are looking for great store of money. which is to 
=L~': come from L~a and fr(lm the Vane~ . 
• TbeVodl .. , From Panama the 12'.-0£ At::gustI590. 

. STEVEN DK TJtESIO, 

I\. le.tter of the L1c~nii8t~ lohn de L3.bera to the Licentiate Alonso Sapatl de H~nao 
in Castile in, C.alamn .de la Sorengo. writcen from S, Fee de Bogota in tbe new 
kingdom of Granada~ the 10. of May Ib90! . ;touching- the rich. siluer mines of 
Marequita newly found o.ut. and the long way thither by the riner of Magdalena. 

With other letters which I. dispatched. fro hue in Aug~t 1&89. I wrote voto your worship by 
2. ori3. wayes: ,but 1 know riot ~,.ther you haue receiue"d them or no, Presently after 1 de
paneK! to the gouernment of.'Popayan. which ioineth wirh the cirie or Quito in the coast of 
Peru, in co~panie. of the g~uernon . .l~eutenaDt Don Diego, Ord~n~z de ~ra of Salaman.c3. 
But I was fame to' forsake hls ,compatne, ~y reuon ] fell "" lcke 10 the cltle -of Marequlta. 
where they haue discouered the 'great siluerinine8": · .• h~ch cilie is aboue 200, leagues from 
·Cartagena: where I remained a cerlaine time very liic"ke. : And because this countrey it eX6 

'1reme hotte. and 1 ,euery day grew wOlle and worse~ T9a,fJ faine .to tra.uai1c SO, leagues further 
~~~~;: :vP into " ~be maine ~and. toOl citle cat.loa ·.S. ,pee ~q. l~ pew ki~gdom ·.of Grall~a. being on the 
.:t~-: COI!',;9rW;ru: ' !"blCh I~ a c:ol~ \cou~uey' : where ' ·am. admitted, a procura.tor. for that t~e 
~.. ROT~l~~!~nce ls'. kept ,Ill thiS c:ttl;. '~.~ · I finde mY ',&e1fe v~ry he,althy ofbocbe., by reason thlll 

'countrey 1,.' full of all ltind!·of vlcluals, very .good and ,very :plentlfult. as breac1 .. .-.~ese_ bacon ... 
beer~, great store 01' henne;" and great store of comfeitura. , 'One1y here is 'wafit of golde: 50' 
that 'thi3 eounlrey .will be v~terly "ndone, ir~e minejJ .Q(-Marequita help not 'to restore fhe 

~~ ... ~me ":again; wher,eor there i~ g~9d'.h9pe ; __ : .f~Jt~,).I .grea~toreof D?eta.1l aIr,eady found, and 
~.::w.::, the :work~en are. III har.d ~O'~etine t~: ~~/1D~ta\i;~W ,~~.~~«:_ .~re· In ,g~ ,~ofe t,hat grc~t 
~\~ . 'I~ :?' ~~Iu.er win be fOl!.rid ~~n . .t~e :~~~~,~'ita;~~ .. ~r~fi~. t? hJII : ~uUet;tle , ThiS 
hIi:"" 'd_\~~,:~'.~an.ed tbe grea~ ,ru~ of~~~t;~i,:-': ";,, , ,,~~~.~~.h!! ~u,er ,caJl~d C~ym~n. 
!f~."'''' ·;"wf:rid! ·followelh after tlle 'canc)Q9!". ,~d~if. Jtt.can,~,~wi:ftftft:,the .can()a. It · will halle 'hun 

- ooitla~a,deui>u" hii1>. -AllmgMl~i!le::'ijo_ ili.""ild;i!!if~ ';: fri . " bis riuer as we 1\1)),.--". ' 
;.p,. J!iete is a\ certain,e .~~i)~:~".!l,~J:e,-;ot,;:~iI!!~f~~ 'iI[~Mridl .uch "bund~~ riilf t1aougf'lh",!~~ '~6bld:rfpll d.".,n.-' ~"lll¥';~~M1!Ii~ J"'~ .",idnigbt will 

'~ • . ,g: .o, .(that~~:~~m~ t~ -iP aboo,rd the. ,~~_~~~Cef.J'iI~e b~ .1eaUe8 .whlch 
eio.w-Zfn.' .• ~ '@Qn~~.Y/t~-m!'nnel'l :make a cout;nng~~t ,(fU)tj,tbe wares whicb are laden in 

the 



Spam41'th lett,,·, Intcrceptcd. TRAFFlQUES, AND DISCQUERl1!S. 

the Qnoas: and it doth kef'pe both the raine & sunne from VI whkh are p:lSllcngcN. The 
canou are drawen vp this riuer of Magdalena by maine force of the mariorl"'> in rowing ard 
balil1:g them with ropes. There are 7. or 8. Indians commonly which guide these can03!!, be
.idee the Master which keepeth the helme, and the passengers. We are commonly two 
snoneths in going vp thi, riuCT. It i!:l 150. leagues to the landing place. And chere the 
marcb.anlS "nlade their marchandiilc. which 5erue for all the cities and townes which afC in 
this newe kingdome of Granada. And the marchants lade the can03i backe againe frQP1 thence 
with great ~tore of ,iJ\1(>1' and golde which III gotlen out of the minI'S for Cartagena, and 
there it i~ shipped for ~paine. And likcwi .. c here i<l !(real quanutie of Ire3.'lure laden in the 
sayd canou which is for the kings eustome and other duetie" which are paid: But they are 
buta moncth or three weekeJj going downe the riuer to Cartagena These are the richest The r~1t 

. " 11 PAd h 1 mmuUl.u mmes 10 a eru. n t U!I rt."8t. Pma. 
From Santa Fee de Bogota in the new kingdome of Granada in Peru the 10 of May J 590. 

The Licentiatc lORN de LUERA. 

A Jetter of Hieronymo de Nahares to the licenciat lohn Alonso dwelling in Valla_ 
dolid, written from Panama to Siuil th~ 2+. day of Auguo;t 1&90. touching the 
gaillc fulnes of . the trade to the Philippinas, and the extreme feare they fume of 
thc Englishmen. 

NOt long agone 1 wrote to your won.hip from Panama by the way of Hauana: giuing you 
to vnderstand of my being here, & of the state of these counlreys. After I departed from 
Spaine, in 37 daycs wee arriucd at Cart:lgena: and from theuce I tooke shipping 10 goe to 
Nombre de Dioo;, which is 80. leagues from Cartagena: and in t . dayes wee got thither. And 
from Ih("11 Ce I went to Panama : where I haue remained ihete!O. dayes, till the shipp~ 
goe for the Philippinas. My meaning ili to carie my commodities thither : for it is con-
stantly reported, that (or cuery hundred ducats a man shaJl get 600. ducaf1l: deerdy. WeeTbf~le 
mll';t "tay here in Panama from Augu!>t till it be Cbristm388e. Fot' in August, StptemberJ ::'Muurrh:" 
October and Nounnber it is winter her(", and extreme roule wcather "pon this coast of. Peru. 
~Ild not nauigabJe to goe to the PhilippinalJ. nor to any placc else in the South sea. So that 
at Chri8tma. ... ~e the Iohips begin to set on their voyage for those plac~: and then in these 
parts the slimmer beginneth witb very raire weather, and alwaycs we shaH haue the winde'i 
with va. Fur in luly vntil October here jfli terr:bJe thundning and li~htening with extreme 
rames, "to that it i~ nol" p nssibte to go any way in this countrey. Here are in Panama 10. 
great ship.~ of 500,400. :-lOO, & :tOO. tuns apiece. & some 15. barkes which \ sc commonly 
to saile in the South 8ea to Lima~ to the Vallee, to Arica, and to the Philippina... This C'oun-
trey ~e liummq is so extreme hotte, that it j" not p088ible 10 traud in the day ti~e; it 
totand_in 8. deg. & 4-. and all thilt coast is in 9 . and 10. deg. Here i., great Hore of adders, 
tonakes and rcades.. which are in the hO\bfes~ but they doe: but small hurt. Here bread. wine, 
aDd bacon are ,cry deere. by reason the countrey doth not yeetd it: for it is brought from 
Pent. ... Ji. of bread is wnrth here 2. rials of platt": a quart of wine is solde for 4. rialtl: 
for none groweth. here. Here are vffY few sheep. and those extreme deere. The only food 
hf'J'e for lletl~. are oxen, kine, bul~ & ~effk~1'5 : 'ou may buy 20. Ii. of beefe for one ri.al OfTftDtyI •• d 
plate. TheIr aNllest money of slluer UI a rial 0 p1ate, & very few 01' 1hem, but all pll~ces :'~~~': ... 
of 4 . & S. For the siluer minet which c\ayty be found in Peru be wondcrfull to bee spoken poI:* Ut PCJ1I. 

of. If Ol man did not see the sUuer made, bee would nruer beleeue it: for the very earth, 
wttUm commcth out of the miD", /!l. i9 anerward washed, being but 3. or ... )'t'res on a 
~ yeeldeth great store of silner .rtcrward apine.' But u ltere we get much. 80 our 
~. 1ft m"t, drinke and aPEre:ll dQt\ ~06t \'C'Ij much. ~ for frl"lite here is none thar is 
gotil. but ODely mutke lI!.jo~· oM they ~ sold for 6. or 8. rials &J!e«:e. I can emiR. 
your won;bip \)r no neV#ee, .. trot ou'tf~ that-a11 tb~8 countrey is in .uch extreJM. fare of the Eng~ n~ .: .. 1 .... 

Jj.hmeo wr·enemjcss that the like ' was MUec scene nor heard of: fOl: jn .eeing a saile, pre- ~npt:I' 1:.r1'4 

scm I)' 



VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, Th, .alitin/fight oft/'e edit/en/ 

Jendy h~re are alarmts in an the counrrey, J pray you to write vnto-me 38 touching the wars 
dlat hi~ Maiestie hath with our ef)cmic~~ and hovre hill Malestic doth preuaile. And thu"," 
1 rest. From Panama in the flrmc hmd the 2H. or Aug- J !)90. 

H.&RONYMO de NAKAollES. 

A relation of a memorable lignf made 111(' J3. of Iun ... 1591. again"t ccrtaille Spa
nish ships &. gaJlies in the W('<It 'ndle,,_ by 3. ships of the honot'ablc sir Georll,e 
OJrC"y l..ni .~ht, then ma~halJ of hC'r Maiesties houshuld, and captainc of the lie 
of Wig ht,"now lord Hun.roon. Jon! Chamberl.,inc. and captaine of the houour
::able band of h ... r Maie:;l ic:, Pen'lIOIlCN. 

TIle 13. of lune 1591 . being Sunday, at 5. of the d ock in the morning we descried 6. saile 
of the king of Spaine hi !!! ships. Foure of them were armad;l". (viz. the Admiral! and ,' iceadl'CIj ~ 
rall of700, fun" <lpeec(", and the other 2. of (iOO, apeece) ~nd the other 2,were smal ship~. each 
of them about 100, tun". \Ve met \v th('m off the Cape de Corricntes, which ~tandelh on 
the 118n(1 of Cuba. The !.ight of the forcsaid 8hips made "s ioyfull, hoping that they ~hould 
make our voyagt'. But a .... oone as they deicryed V'I, they made f.ll<;e fires one to another & 
gathered theit tieet together, lying all close by a wind to the Southward'!. We th('refott' at 6. 
of the clock in the morning (rhe wind being 'at F.a. .. t) hauing made our pt3yers 10 almIghty 
God, prepared our setUts for the fight: And (in hope the}' had bene of the Cartag<"113 f1("('tC) 
wee barf' vp '''lith our ~\dmiraU and vireadmiral~ to determine nf the ('olllbal(" for the betlcr 
directio thereof. Our parle being f'llderl, our admiral. l"iC'eadmiral, &: tor- Tlopewrl gaue 
their admirallhe prow, lxingftlg rhem'ielueoJ 10 h·cw..rd of him. We in th(' Content hare \'p 
with their viceadmiral. and (ranging along hy his broad .. ide aweather or him) puc him.l 
voJey 9f muskets and our gnoat ordinance: then comming vp with another small ~hip ahrad 
of the former, wee bailed her id such sorl, that 3hcc pl~ d roome. thu ... b('in~ III fight wl,h 

the lirtle !thip. wr.w a great smoke come from our <admiral, lnd the Hopewel (\. ~\\ .dlow 
foNaking him wjth aU the aaileli they could make: whcrE'lIpon bearing \'P With tlur adl1l1r,11 
(before we could come to him) we had both the sm:ali ~hips to windward of \ '" p llrp()~IIIJ? 
(if w, b4l:d not bene too hotte for them) to h:me layd \'" 3boord, Thul'O (the light (Olllilltling 

betwten vs and them 3. houtell) we were forced to St:'ind to tbe Northward ... the Hnpewel and 
the s~now not comtning in all mi." while to ayd V~. as they might cuily haut' done Our 
admiRlll hy tbis time bdng in fiKht wilh their viceadmiral. and another ~("at ~hip of theirs, 
..rood off' to.ell 'With hi" tnpgitUant saile, and all th~ saifes he could make: then might the 
Honewel &t'·the SWOlUm ... haue payd roome to seconcl him~ but they failed him ;I~ the), did 
,w. "!>~iJt.g off d06e by a wind to the Eastward. Aft this time we were forced tu th{' North
'\\;-ant.. with 2. of their great ~hip!J and.one of their ~all, They hauing a loom gale (wee be· 
i-.: ~togther beealm('d) .... "nth their g~at ships came vp faire by V8, "hOl at vs, an4:an Ih{' 
.••• n furled. their ~pr;l .. atleW &f tIlIimsailes. ihlnking that wee could not escape fhem'.1V'Ift'll'll 
~ fll:jprayer, Wf' !lhipped our dan tbat we might rowe to snore, & anker in ~hal1ow 
__ frr 1fhere tfieir great shit" tduld not come nie '\'6, for other reftlge we had nooe. Then 1. 
.or ~tWr mal8hips being ~ann1'd ftnm I. ~ theiJ! great~ & hauing II boat to rowe I"'~!tehlt'q 
itt. shipped her .oa!~ lik('will.e & ~~~ed after-"f8. !hinking w thejr ".malJ shot to ~Ial~e put ,." 
fro our 03n1, "ntll y great 'ghlJM rq:iiM Colne vp wlth vs· bllr .by , time she ,vas wt'thm mthkC( 
,hqr, the 1.or<l of hi~ ftterciedid lend \'S abll'e ~le Qf wind at the Northwetrt off' the short". 
Wloat tim. ( ,hey being '\II '0 I~ ofw),),ee ;r&,ij (q \~\\,~t. The Hmall IIhip wa< vnd .. 
bUr lee wirbin Falcon sbot, and ,another gtf:~l.bipPe lay ~d.e Wcsrwan:t, '0 that'" c{' ('ould 

.1lo W;ty po'lliibly escape th~m:vpo.n ~t ~~ ; _ t(we tl.loling to auoyd them by calitillg 
aboutt. Ihe Wes.""ooIl) t~ other ,1P""!.oM~~~ OUtl.e, Md the small ship on <>tIr 
WOIfher quarter, l'''I'P''''in, ~ ... ...,.._ .• ;;/11' tbe' ,gtQt'ohlp, by for"" of her .1!101f 
8{ ..... shot. '1'/1#1 C"" beio". .lerboord ta<<4d. ,nlllh!')' OIorboon!) we m>KIe h ... _pring 
l"i!' 10011'0, and ·I?r ~:I&t'unal. sIol>t which our gdiiliot t11lOIIi. j>i • ...,.d het hetwixt wind. I"d 
lit...... JJereupoo_'i,oas forced.o lay h .... eJfIo~ · !bt ",*na, and to ,t:lltd wi,h on. "f 

Ihe 



7'ht •• liantjighl of the Content. TRM'FIQVES, AND DISCOVERIES. .7 
the other .hips (or aydc. Afterward (commending OUf lleiUe! to almightie God in prayer 
Dud giulng him thankes for the- winde which he had "nt V8 for our dcliuerance ) we looked 
furth and de.uyed two .uile morf' to the offen: the!ic we thought to haue bene the Hopewell 
and the Swallow that had flloode in to ayde V~: but it prooued farre otherwis<". for they we~ 
twO of fhe kings gallie.. Nowe hauing a loome gale of wiude. wee shipped our oars. and 
rowed off the 8horc: :md our watch 'Was no soon('r CJel, but wee espied aile galhe \'nder our 
lee hard by V!OJ boging vp wilh VI. Then (because it wall euening) one of Ihe gJ'('at flhips 
diichargcd ~ix.c great .hot at \ 'S, to the cnde the g~Ili(,H should knowe that wee were ttfe shippe 
they Jonked for. Then 'he gallic came vp~ and (hayling vs of whence our !lhippe was) a 
pOl1ugall which W('c had with \''1, m:l:de them answere, that we were of the fleete of Tierra 
firma, :md of Siuil: with that they bid "9 amaine English dogs, and came vpon our quarter 
~t:tr-bo()rd: ilnd ~iuing vs fille cast pieces out of her prowe, they sought to lay vs aboord: 
but wee 10 galled thf'm with our mm,kets, that wee put them from our quarter, Then they 
winding their gallic, came vp into our "terne, and with the way that the gallie had, did '>0 

violently thrust in the boorc\eq of our Captain('s cabbin, that her nose came into il. minding 
10 gine WI all their prow<", and .. 0 10 "inle \''i. But wee bein~ rf'l!IOJute, so plyed them with 
our small !!!hot. that they could haue no time to di'!lcharge their great ordinance: and when 
they be~~ n to approch. wee h('aued into them a ball of fire, and by that m~nes put them 
00' : whereupon they onC'e againe fell ","It'rne of: V~J and gaue vs a prowe, Then hauing the 
'4e('onc1 tim(' put them off, wee went to prayer. and sang the first part of the 2:;. Psaime, 
prar'lin~ God for (Illf safc deiiuc!",nc('. Thj~ bciog done, we might see 2, galJies and a frigat 
,alllhre(' of Ihem bending themseluC!t tO~('thcr to encounter.v!!I: hereupon we (ertsoollcs 
(·ommendin .,:' Oll r t''' lal e into the hands or God) annro our ~elu(,fI, and rt"olued (for fhe he-
nOllr of God, her Maiesht", and onr C'ountrt'y) to fight it out till the last m.:!.n , Then shaking 
:1 pike of fire in ddianre of the enemie. and weauing thC'm amaine, we bad them come 
abuClrct: and an Engli..hman in the gall it' made auswer, tha, tbey W8UJd conte aboard 
prcsently. So malla~ing oursdu('S to our furniture, and euery moment ex~cting the assault, 
wee hurd them parlC" to thilt effect, th.Jt they determined to keepe \lI comvanie till the 
morning. and then to make aD end witb \'s: then giuing l'S lJ'lother shot frocn one of the 
~:llli('<., they fell al'lfrroc. Thu..; our fight continued with the 5hippeg !lDd with , the gaJJi~, A 5Jbt &_" 
from !'>(' u('n of the dock. in the mornill~ till deuen at night. Howbeit GO<! (whicW neuer faiI- clt ~,n;;:;~, 
,.Ih tht'nl that PUt their IrU'i1 in him) ~ent , ... a galt> of winde ab{)Ul two of the clode in the 
nH>rning ~I E:II.tnorthea .. t. which wa. ... for the' T"r('uenlin~ of their crueltie, and the s:miug of 
Hur liueto. AI"o (the J~ord be pr:lised for it) in all this dangerou~ fight, wee had not (lne man 
.. laine. and but~, hurt : but our ~ayJe.~ and ro}>{'8"erc 50 rent With their shot, tb:lt it wa9 
wonntrrull to behold: our maine ma:,! Ol l!'>o wa~ shot cleane through, whereby wee were in 
nfeeding grCJt danger. Thuo:; our cnnsortrt f01'8ooke vs, and left \ ' :1 in thc:.e extremities, 
The nut day bcin·~ th(' \4 of lunE" in the morning, \vee !t3WC aU our aduen.anes to lee--ward 
uf vs, ;md they etip) i"g "~. <..ha'lt"d v .. till 10. of the cl~e, .nd then ~t'ei ng they could not 
preu::tilc, gaue \" ouC'r. So that day about 5. of the c10eke in the allemoone. we baTe:.\'p to 
the Southwest, in bope to findc QUrCOll'lOrte8. but \\(' ~d oo.tight of them at that time, nor 
afterward , Then Jtoode \,e in all that night for the Cape or s, Anthonie, hoping there to 
Hee our Admir:lll ;l.('('ordiog to hut direction. The J5 , day of lune early in the morning, we 
u~cryC'd the Spani"ih fief'k agaioC', being within !J. leaguel of Cap. S. Anthonie. Then 
(homing Jll) Migbt of our conliorlOi) wee st.oode fol" thl' p14t'.f' au.ording to the direction of OUr 
owner ",ir George Carey, whert we (lid plie for the' ~PICC of 23, dayA. and neucr could see 
any Nile hut two frigat", which w.ee gaue cha!loe vntt) the 2+. of June, and .could nlll fet them 
vp. nut wee glue God most humble thanke, fof our .. rr deliuetance from thC" cruelJ enemit', 
WlU.dl.bta.h bee-ne more migbtie by dte proui~cnce of God. thea .lay tongue can cxprCll8C: to 
wIIl'III:PIII aU P"'Y'" honour. and 11:10'1. born now .nd e"er, An>ep. 

Appendix. 

TUe b3rke called The Content had bli\ oJl~~Mil)'on, .one F)M:on, Ane Saker. 8< 2. """. 
bart's. 
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h3~. She continued fight (from scuen in thr morning til sunset, with ~$. *mada! of 600 
and 700. tunnes apiece. and one smaIJ sbippe of )00. tunnes. nol being aboue musket Jihol 
from any of them And before the SlInne W:IS set, there came vp to her two of the kjng~ 
games. ~ides. the Armada~ shot their great ordin:Ulce continually at ber, not so few 3.!<1 
!)OO. times. And (he c;ide~. hull. and masles of the Content were sowed thicke with mu"ket 
buJlets. MON'rmer, all rheir shear ... tops and tohrowdc1 were aimOl.'lI cut in!Jundcr with their 
great & small qhClf. Th~re passed .from the galies (each ,whereof came t~riBe vp. to. her. & 
dis('harg~d tillc great pieces at a time. Ollt of eucry thelT pro~e<I forthright, within rhrcC' 
yards of her poope ' through her maine '>aile ) 9 great shot, through her maine top-saile 
roure: through her for~:lIlc "'('ttcn' through her for(,,8top-saile flue: <Iud through her maine 
ma .. tc one. The vppcr 1>:l.rt "f the Content was hurt in tiue places. Ondy 13 men con ti
nued fhi .. fight, the rest b('ing In holde. 

A frie;at (If the Spaniard,> (bclIlg afterw3rd taken ) conft"~ed, that there were in the gaJlies 
aboue 40 Spaniards shunt', and many \\ere hurt in that combate. 

The names of tho .. e 13. penon.;; that continued the light. 

Nicola" Liile. Captainc. 1 rCharlcs Cream('. 
M. M.tjor. Llcutenant. I Thoma" Godfrt'). 
William Ki ng. Ma"lter. Giles Thornton. 
John BarWick. MN. mate. ..( John P("l1~. 
Wilham Clement. gunncr. lIOlm UOllrel. 
Thoma'i Ho~ld:,hlp~, Il..!lph Grey. 

Bote-swaine. WillLam Ileore. 

The names of the mot be thc .. c folluwing. 

Ibhn Pie. } {JOhn Twopenie. 
lohn Smith. Ec1mllllfl Gi~g~. 
lohn White. William Baleman. 
lohn Butcher. William White. 
lohn Brooke. LLaurence Shellie. 

A uu~t ci a voyage vndertaken for the West rndieq by M. Chri .. topher New
'PoW GeperaU of a fleete of three IIhippC9 and a pinneue, viz. The golden 
Dra~ Admirall, whereof was Captaine M. Newport himlK'lfe; The Prudence 
Vice-admin.l1. vnder the ('unduet of Captaille Hugh Merrick; The Margaret VIl

der Captaine Robert Fred; and The Virgin our pinn~1iSC vnder Captaine Henry 
Ki4gil. Begun from London Ihe 23. of Ianuarie 1:;91. Written by M. lohn 
Twin of Uarewich. Corporall in the Dragon. In which voyage t"ey tooke and 
bumt vpon the C',oallt of Hispaniola. within the bay or Honduratl, ilnd other plac"", 
"S. Itowne~ and 19. s:tile of 8hipp~ and frigats . 

'1I1fe 12. day of Fcbroarie An. 1591. we set saile from Douer roade, and hauing a prO$;
perouq winde, the 27. day of Ihe .arne moneth wee fell witb Cape Cantin on the cHaM of 
Ba:Marie, and on the 28. wee arducd at Santa Cruz roade, "here hauing refre!thed Ollr "elues 
60mt 8. or 4. daye".. "",e put otr to tea againe, and abopt the 5. of March wee pa"qed by the 
It.Qdg of the CanllriCs .: and hat)ing a fa)Jonuble wind, the 4. of April An. J59'"2 we fell 
witt;. pualinica in the Welt Indies: whf1:(i ~k.tng 8tay' a, .y or two, wee bartrc.·d with the 
SarWl:b:e. for certaine co~~Q<\itiel of ,heirs,\~viz. ~~o: hennes, Potafo rootc", &c. 
"t p.-ing from tbeDU,to ~ .aterm&< ~.,.I\ t~ dtbe.r GhJe of the cliffe, '¥.ee tooke a POT~ 
IIIpll.blp of ~.!'_. o( '1i\lO; ,_ w'hlCIi:~trolll Quini .. and Wl9 bound for Cartageba, 
Mei~ ;W., ~,'!i!gNIOI 'YOUDIl ~ old.> Wbieb",hl=' ~: Iooke 3lon~ ~ith " to 'S.-luan 
."',fueitO ..... S~'I@aocIlhe .. ar~nI3fld'1>iitij ipd more wltb.n • league of the 
/i.of6ne •• nd \ ~ 20: 1)r, 80. ; 1I1usketierl; ¥NbC I' n made lowanLJ vs j but 
"I~. ret1nd to"",, oat.l!'lI'tilb~ilI ~1 •• nlic .. don . ... 

Th' 




