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‘The first voYyage attempted and set foorth by the {xpert and valiant captaine M.
Francis Drake himselfe, with a ship called the on, and another ship and 2
Pinnesse, to Nombre de Dids.and Dariene, ab%: 1c yeere 1572, Written and 4
recorded by one Lopez Yaz a Portugall borne in the citie of Eluas, in maner follow, °
which Portugale, with the discourse about him, was taken at the riuer of Plate by
theezhips'set foorth by the Right Honourable the Earle of Cumberland, in the yeere
1586. ; . ' :

THERE,W a certaine English man named Francis Drake, who haning intelligence how
the towne of Nombre de Dios in Nueua Espanna, had but small store of people remaining
- there, came on a night, and entred the Port with foure Pinnesses, and landed about 150 men
& leaning 70 men with a trumpet, in a Fort which was there, with the other 80 he the
towne, without doing any harme, till he came to the market place, and there his
calivers, & son a trumpet very loud, and the other which he had left in the Fort an-
swered him after the same maner, with' the discharging their calivers, sdd sounding their
trumpets ; the people hereupon not thinking of any such matter, were putin great feare,
and waking out of their sleePe fled all into the mountaines, inquiring one of another what
the'matter shtuld be, remaining as men amazed, not knowing what that vprore was which:
happened so suddenly in the towne.s But 14 or 15 of them ioyning together with their har-
que , went to the market place to knew what they were that were in the towne, and in a
corner of the market place they did discouer the Englishmen, and seeing them to be but fewe,
discharged their caliuers at those Englishmen : their fortune was such that they killed the
Trumpetter, and shot one of the principall.men thorow the legge, who seeing himselfe hurt,
*  retyred to the Fort, where the rest of their company was left : they which were in the Fort
sounded their Trumpet, and seeing that they in the towne did ngt answere them, and hearing
e caliuers, thought that all they in the towne had bene slaine, and thereupon fled to their
‘Pinnesses : the,English captaine comming to the Fort, andenet finding his men which he left
e, heand his were in so great feare, that leauing their furniture behind them, and putting
oﬂ' their hose, they swamme, and waded all to their Pinnesses, and so went with their ships

* againe out of th:ioﬁ -
. Thus this English Captaine called Francis Drake, departed from Nombre de Dios, & slew
- onely one man in the towne which was looking out of a windowe to see what the matter was,
~ and of his men had onely his Trumpetter slaine.B '
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VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, M. Francis Drake.
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S - But he being discontented with the repulse which he had receiued there, came to the sbund
prke Of Dariene, and hauing conference with certaine Negros whith were fled from their masters
m"::#- of Panama, and Nombre de Dios, the Negros did tell him, that certaine Mules came laden
* de Dios. with ‘gold and siluer from Panama to Nombre de Dios, who in companie of these Negros
went thereupon on land, and stayed in the way where the treasure should come with an hun-
dred shot, and so tooke two companies of mules, which came dnely with their drfuers mis-~
_ trusting nothing, nd he carried away the gold onely, for they were not able to carrie the siluer

M. Frncs  through the moumaines. And two dayes after he came to the housg of Crosses, where he

;:':"é.';.“ killed sixe or seuen marchants, but found no:golde nor siluer but much marchandize: so he
el fired the house, where was burnt aboue 200000 Duckets in marchandize, and so went to his
me ship againe: and within halfe an houre after he was a ship-boord, there came downe to the
; sander three hundred shot of the Spaniards in the sight of his ships, of purpose to seeke
e him, but he cared little for them being out of their reach, and so departed with his treasure.
The voyage of Tohn Oxnam of Plimmouth, to the West India, and ouer the straight of
g Dariene info the South sea. Anno 1575, Writtenby the foresaid Lopez Vaz in t}:e

said discourse.

THere was another Englishman, who hearing of the spoyle that Francis Drake had done

. vpon the coast of Nueua Espanna,-and of his good aduenture and safe returne home, was

. thereby proucked to vndertake the like enterprise, with a ship of 140 tunnes, and 70 men,
and came thither, and had also confgrence with the foresaide Negros: and hearing that the

- golde and siluer which came vpo‘!?he Mulés from Panama to Nombre de Dios, was now

v conducted with souldiers, he determined to do that which neuer any min before enter-
prised: and landed in that plaoe where Francis Draké before had had his conference with

the Negros. This man couered his ship after he had brought her aground with boughes of
trees, and hid his great Ordinance in the ground, and so not leauing any man in his ship,
he tooke two small pieces of ordinance, and his calivers, and good store of viétuals, and so
went with the Negros about twelue leagues into the maine land, to a riuer that goeth to the
South sea, and there he cut wood and made a Pinnesse, which was fiue and fortie foote by the
keele, and hauing made this Pinnesse, he went into the South sea, carrying sixe Negros
""”’“‘:“‘ - with him to be%ﬂs guides, and so went to the Iland of Pearles, which is fiue & twentie
R o leagues from Pdnama, -which is.in the way that they come’ from Peru to Panama, and there
A&ami. he was ten dayes without shewing himselfe to any man, to see if he might get any ship that
: _came from Peru: At last, there came a small Barke by, which came from Peru from a place

. galled Quito, which he tooke and found in her sixtie thousand pezos of golde, and much

victuals. But not contenting himsel{e with this prize, hee stayed long without sending away

his prize or any of the men, and in the énde of sixe dayes after, hee tooke anather Barke
“which came from Lima, in which he tooke an hundred thousand pezos of siluer in barres,

with the which hee thought to haue gone, & entredsthe river, but first he went into the

[

Islands to see if he could find any pearles: whero fie found afew, afid so returned to his
_pinnesse againe, & so sailing to the river from whence he came, and comming neere to

the mouth of the sayd riuer, hee sent away the two prizes ‘that hee tooke, and with bis pin-
nesse be went vp the river, The Negros that dwelt in the Island of pearls, the same night

- that he went from them, went in Canoas to Panama, and the Gouernour within two dayes

: _sent foure barkes with 100 men, 25 men in euery one, and Negros to rowe with the cap-
bt ‘mbhn de Ortega, which went to the Island of pearles, and there had intelligence,

- way the English men were gone, and following them he met by the,way the ships

wMtheEnghah men had taken, of whom he learned, that the English men were gone vp
the riuer, and he going. thither, when he came to the mouth of the riuer, the captaine of
Panama knew not which way to take, because there were t partitions in the riuer, to

. goé vp in, and:being détermined to goe vp the greatest of the three riuers, he saw comming

a lesser riuer. many feathers of hennes, which ﬁa%ﬁm«l had pulled to eate, and’

K being glad thereof, hee wen! vp that iuer where hee saw the feathers, and aftr that he had
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beile in that river foure daies, he descried the Englishmens pinnesse vpon the sands, and
comming to her, there were nd more then sixe Englishmen, whereof they killed one, and the
other fiue escaped away, and in the pinnesse he found nothing but victwals: but this captaine
of Panama not herewith satisfied, determined to seeke out the Englishmen by land, and leau-
ing twenty men in his pinnesses, hee with 80 shot went vp the countrey : hee had not gone
halfe a lc’ague, but hee fouhd a house made of boughs, where they found all the Englishmens
goods, and thg gold and siluer also, and carying it backe to their pinnesses, the Spaniards were .
determined to goe away, without following the English men any further. © ¢ ; 5
But at the end of three dayes, the English captaine came to the riuer with all his men, and A sirmih sy
aboue 200 Negros, and set vpon the Spaniards with great fury: But the Spaniards hauing the ji" e B~ .
aduantage of trees which they stood behind, did easily preuaile, and killed eleuen English-the Sy w
. men, and fiue Negros, and tooke other seuen Englishmen aliue, but of the Spaniards, two o
were slaine and fiue sore hurt. »
Among other things, the Spaniards enquired of the Englishmen which they tooke, why they
went notaway in fifteene da{es libeﬂ% which they had. They answered, that their captaine had
commanded them to carie all that golde and silter which they had, to the place where they
had left their shippe, and they had promised him to carie it, although they made three or
foure iourneys of it, for hee promised to gjue them part of it besides their wages, but the
mariners would haue it by and lt)g', and so their . captaine being angry because they would
not takeshis word, fell out with them, and they .with him, in so much that one of the company : |
would haue killed the Captaine, so that the Ca‘)ta'me wolld not haue them to carie the trea- -
‘sure, but sayd hee would seeke Negros to carie'it, and s®he went*and sought for Negros, 1
and bringing those Negros to carie it, hee met with the fiue English men ‘that hee had left in*
his pinnesse which ranne from the Spaniards, and the rest also' which ran from the house, and-
they told him what the Spaniards had done, and then making friendship with all his men, hee
promised therg halfe of all the treasure if they got it from the Span and the Negras. pro-
mised to helpe him with their bowes and arrowes, and there upon they came to seeke the o
Spaniards, and now that some of his company were killed and taken, hee thought it best to 4
returne to his ship, and to passe backe for England. The Spanish captaine hearing this, hau- fred
ing buried the dead bodies, and hauing gotten all things into his barkes, and taking the
English men and their pinnesse with him, he returned to Panama: so the voyage of that
English man did not prosper with him, as hee thought it would haue done. :
Nowe when the foure barkes were come to Panama, they sent aduise also to Nombre de Di-
os, and they of Nombre de Dios sent also from them other foure barkes which (as the Spani-_
ards say ) found the English ship where she was hid, and brought her to Nombre de Dies:
and that the Viceroy of Peru not thinking it good to suffer fiftie English men to remaine in.
the countrey, sent a seruant of his called Diego de Frees, with a hundreth and fiftie shot into
the mountaines to seeke them out, who found them making of certaine Canoas to goe into”"
the North sea, and there to take som® harke or other: some of them were sicke, and were The Boglihte-
taken, and the rest fled with the Negros, wharin the end betrayed them to the Spaniards, so et on e v
that they were brought to Panama. And the Tustice of Panama asked the English captaine :
whether hee had the Queenes licence, or the licence of any other Prince or Lord for his
attempt. And he answered he had none, whereupon hee and all his company were con-
demned o dye, and so were all executed, sauing the Captaine, thesMaster, the Pilot, and fiue
boyes which were caried to Lima, and there the Captaine was exgcuted with the other tWo, thegeahot |
but the boyes be yet lining. - ‘ ; _ loha Oxnam.
' The King of Spaine hauing intelligence of these matters} ent 300 men of warre against
those Negros which had assisted those English men, which before were slaues vnto the Span- el
iards, and as before is sayd, fled from their masters vnto those mountaines, and so ioyned
themselues to the English men, to the ende they might the better reuenge themselues on the
Spaniards. | Ry ok
?;& the first comming of these 300 souldiers, they tooke many of the Negros, and executed i
s ‘ gt (O : B 2 % great )
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s’ . YOYAGES NAUIGATIONS, " Zohn Oxnam.
Wam them: But after a season, the Negros grew wise and wary, and preuoméd.
the Spaniards, so that nane of them could be taken. ’ ‘ :

. The Spaniards of that countrey maruglled much at this one thing, to see that since the

- cong of this land, there haue bene many Frenchmen, that haue come to those Coun-
m&m neuer saw English men theve but onely those two of whom I haue spoken. And
although there haue many Frenchmen bene on the coast, yet neutr durst they put féote vpon
land, only those two Englishmen aduentured it, and did such exploits, as are before remem-
bred g e : - X

’ .wg" All these things comming to the hearing of the king of Spaine, he prouided two Gallies
 theSndie well apxaimed to keepe those coastes: and the first yeere they tooke sixe or seuen French
: :! ships. And after that this was knowen, there were no more Englishmen or Frenchmen of
gallis o warre that durst aduenture to approch the coast, vatill this present yeere 1586, that the

Santo Domingo, Carthagena, and S. Augustine, things that are knowen to all the worlde. But
it is likely that if the King of Spaine liue, he willin time prouide sufficiept remedy to keepe
his countreys and subiects from the inuasion of other ndYions.

The voyage of Master Andrew Barker of Bristol, with two'ships, the one called
e the Ragged staffe, the other the Beare, to the.coast of Terra firma, and the Bay-
i 4 of Honduras in the West Indies, in the yeeré 1576. Wherein the reasons are
SRR remised which mooued him jo set forth this voyage against the Spaniards: col-
fected out of certgine notes fand examjinations touching this entefprise by M.
U i Richard Hakluyt. iV B !

: y Flrst of all Andrew Barker hauing abode in one of the Cagary Islands called Tenerif for
e < 'acertaine time, and returning home left behind him Charles Chester (the sonne of Dom-
* /inic Chester merchant of Bristol) to learn the language. Now the sayd Andrew Barker
forthwith vpon his arriual in England, in Nouyember, 1574, fraighted a small ‘ship (named
 the Speedwell of Bristol ) to goe for the Canaries with cloth and other merchandise of great
' value. He sent also one Iohn Drue of Bastable as his Factor to make sale and dispose of the
| said goods, who when he arriued at. Tenerif, landed the marchandize, and sent home the
. barke with some small quantity of wine, making account to sell the sayd wares to greater
i _aduantage in iding wines and sugar for the lading of another ship, which Andrew Barker
i ol had appointed to send thither. Also according to this his purpose ¥ said Andrew in March

A2 =T

- "‘.’. r‘:

. following sent a ship called the Christopher of Dartmouth, captaine whereof was one Henry
¢ of Bristol : who when he had landed in Tenerif, & was in good hope to find the
of his ship in a readines, cotrary to his expectation, was suddenly cast into prison:

the Spaniards alleadging that Andrew Barkér was accused to the inquisitio by Charles Ches-
whereupon his goods were confiscat, his factor Iohn Drue, was attached, and he also (the

PRES S Tl

ned. tp fine all the foresaid commodities, appertaining to. the “said Andrew and his
or M. Iohn Barker and others to the value of 1700 pound and vpwards (as it doth

peare by proofes of record in the Admiralty ) were siterly lost, being confiscat to the said

inquisition. Howbeit captaine Roberts by the meanes of a frier was deliuered out of prison

(which cost him all the marchandize he brought with him in his ship) and so returned with

~ dead fraight to the summe of 200 pound that afterwards Andrew Barker discharged® In re-

0 to recouer his losse of the Spaniards themselues, at his owne charge with the help
s friends hee furnished two barkes for the West Indies, the greater of which barkes was
lled the Ragged staffe, himselfe being captaine, & Philip Roche Master thereof, the other
U ng the Beare had one William Coxe of Limehouse for her Master and captaine, And
thus all our com ‘being imbarked at Plimmoth on Whitsonday in the beginning of Iune,

t g.ﬁniomc,om,_w,e, met with a ship of London, & afterwards with another sb“i‘g,

ing o either of them. Our first arriual was at one of the Island of Cape Verde,
" 8 : named
. G

"““‘““" aforesayd Francis Drake, with a strong fleete of 24 ships arrined there, and made spoile of °

'!!:lf"pwne Robem)-beinf as they supposed Barkersepartner, was in like sort to be im-.

of which iniurie (for that no suite preuaileth against the inquisition of Spaine).

RN
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M. andrew Barker. TRAFFIQUES, AND DISCOUERIES. - e
~ * named Del sal, vz. the Isle of salt, where we tooke certain- fishes called Tortoises, and there ta del sl -
we remained one night and halfe the day following. And from thence.wee came to the
Isle of Maio, being distant from Isla del sal, 14 oriﬂ'hgnu,.,whmm'tookeﬁin-ftuy wa-Theldedf
* ter and traffiqued with certaine Portugals inhabiting in that place, of whom we had some ¥
victuals for kniues and beades: and there we remained one day and one night : but our trum- B - |
petter m\rcchemml{ slaine by those Portugals, in reuenge of which murther we set on Twovilages
fire two of their small villages.” From this Island wee shaped our course ‘ouer flie maine ™™
. Ocean toward the Westdndies, and arrived haproly at the Island of Trinidad, and had con- The lie of
ference with certaine Indians inhabitants thereof, who gaue vs wery friendly and courteous .=

s

entertainement : -and here we set vp a pinnesse which we caried forth in the Ragged staffe, = N
and traffiqued with the foresayd Indians for victuals, And after we had spent sixe dayes in .
this place we departed, and arriued next at the Isle of Margarita, where we tooke a small Treleef ~ *

Spanish ship hauing in her certaine pitch and 30 tuns of Canarie wines whereof we reserued
4 or b tunnes to our sclues, dismissing them without any further damage. Thence (hauing The lileof Co-
remained there a-day) wee set saile to the Island of Curagao, where we remained a day

& a night, & tooke in fresh water, & what time by the inhabitants of that Island (being
few of them Spaniards, & the most part Indias) 14 of our men were treacherously hurt,
but nane slaine. And from thence we departed for the maing land Southwards, toa cer-
tain bay, and there we abode 3 daied/ but nothing of.any reckoning was there at- &
chieued. . From thence we arriued st Cape de la Vela, where grewe a contention betweene Cape dels Vela:
our Captaine M. Andrew Barker, and his Master Philip Roche, vpon comparisons made be-
tweene them concérning the knowledge of Naui}jation, anasabout other quarels, which quarels
afterward were an ‘occasion of further mischiefe. Hence we sailed to the bay of Tulu ?which Tuls.
is about 18 leagues Southwestwayd from Carthagena) where wee tooke a Frigat and certaine ¢
treasure therein to the value of 500 pound, namely barres of gold, and lingets of siluer,” — - .
and some quantity of corriento or coyne in rials of plate, and certaine greene stones called
Emerauds, whéreof one very great, being set in gold, was found tied secretly about the
thigh of a frier. Here hauing stayed three dayes, and now being pursued by Spanish men
of warre, wee departed with the sayd treasure, and left the Frigat behind vs, all which trea- 5 |
sure at that instant was committed to the keeping of our captaine Andrew Barker. From =~
thence we passed to Nombre de Dios, and so foorth to the mouth of the riuer of Chagre 18 NombredeDios..
leagues distant from Nombre de Dios towards the Northwest. There wee landed 10 of our %

men, who trauelled vp into the woods three or foure daies to seeke the Simerons, (which are ﬁ':ﬂ'"""
certaine valiant Negros fled from their cruel masters the Spaniards, and are become mortall " ooy
enemies, ready to iozne with the English and French against them) but in their search they

could find none of them. And though our men returned all free from peril of the enemie,

yet the most pgrt of the sayd ten persons presently fell sicke, and diuers other of our com-

pany : so that within 14 dayes 8 or 9 of our men died of a disease called there the Calen—

tura, which is a hote and vehement fewer. And passing betweene Chagre and Veragua, we Vemgua
tooke a Frigat, and some quantity of golde wee found therein. In this Frigat were 23 Span-

jards whom wee set on shore, and two Flemings, them wee brought into England with vs:

wee had therein also foure cast pieces of Ordinance, 3 harquebuzes on crocke, 16 Spanish

caliners, and a booke of Nauization: and in this Frigat some of our company came home-

ward into England. Thus passing forward in our course, we camge to Veragua, where cap-

taine Bafker, & Philip Roche his Master, fought vpon the forésg_vd quarel, in which combat-

the captaine was hurt a little in the cheeke. Here we sanke our Admirall the Ra staffe,
because of her leakage, and imbarked part of our company in the Spanish Frigat, which
immediately before we had surprised. From hence (by the direction of certain Indians) we

sayled into the gulfe of the Honduras: there we tooke a barke wherin were rials of plate, to The by of
the value of 100 pound, Maiz or Indian wheat, hennes, beefe and other small things. In

this barke also were certaine Spaniards, whereof one was the Scnuano or secretary .of Car-
thagena, who (being a man of some note) was put to his ransome, which was payd in gold :

the rest were dismissed freely. And after passing by diuers Islands, we arriued at an Island
called S. Francisco, being in the mouth of the great bay, ‘galled the Honduras. And thtl‘x;: 1‘&!:3; ,
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two_dayes next after our arriuall there, William Coxe and diuers others (which for cestaine
___ causes shalbe namelesse) came aboord the ship wherein the captaine then was, and disposessed
:@m&m as well of the sayd ship, as of the treasure in the same, and forthwith put our captaine
wiee.  with violence on shore, where he and one Germane Weiborne fought together, and were
both wounded. After this our captaine desirous to come on boord, was resisted by the per-
“sons aforesayd, who answered him that he should not come on boord till they were ready to
depart. - Our men had appointed ten persons of their company for the keeping of this Island
of 8. Francisco : but about breake of the day, on a certaine mornigg, sixtie Spaniards ar-
" riuing secretly in the Island, surprised our people on the sudden,‘ what time there were
Andrew. - thirtie of our men on shore: in which surprise, they slew our captaine, M. Andrew Barker
other sliine by with eight. others, namely, one Wilde of Bristol, and Michael our Chirurgian, Richard of
o Fyomiaste. Bristel, Thomas Sampoole, Thomas Freeman, Thomas Nightingale, Robert Iackson, Walter
‘Newton ; and the captaines bc:K and one other were hurt. Now after that William Coxe, ahd"
5 ek the rest (which were aboord the barke) perceiued that the captaine, & some others were
ks slain, he receiued them that were living into the ship, hauing before that time refused some
Wl of them. After this misfortune they went tqan Islande distant from thence a league, where
[ Coxe deuided a chaine of gold (which was found in the captaines chest after his death)
e amongst the company. After this Coxe went in a pinesse (which wee tooke at the Isle of
2 m-:of Sant Francisco) with certaine others of our menvn a skyffe, to the towne of Truxillio, in
;i:.:it,*m the bay of Honduras, which towne they surprised, and had therein wine and oyle as much as
Lo they would, and diuers other goodfthings, but no gold nor siluer, nor any other treasure
| 5% which they would corifesse. But before they ®onld returne to their companry, those that were
. in the barkes were had in chase by men of warre, whereby they were inforced euery man
- to shift for himselfe: so for hasté they left those that were in the skiffe (being 8 persons) in
. = the bay of Honduras: what became ‘of them afterward God knoweth, = Hereupon we deter-
- mined to saile for England, and being in the maine sea homeward bound, about 60 leagues
S ' from the Isle of S. Francisco, the Frigat wherein was the treasure for the adfienturers, and
s - that which pertained to the captaine to the value of 2000 pound, being ouerset with sayle,
& Thedesthof, With a flaw of wind was ouerthrowen, and all the goods therein perished : therein also were
| WhilipRoche| 14 persons drowned, and nine saued, whereof William Coxe and William Gillam were two.
& A‘A‘g‘dm After this Philip Roche, Master of the Admirall called the Ragged staffe, died. And thus at
[ *‘:,‘:g_ length, (by the helpe of God) we arriued in the Isle of Silly neere Cornwall where we left
« «€ our Frigat which we built new vpon the shore of .the Honduras, hauing in her at our landing
.~ ten botisios of oyle, and the foure cast Peeces that were in Tohn Oxnams Frigat (which the
- Cerine Ordi: yeere before was taken in the streit of Dariene) three harquebuzes on crocke, certaine cali-
. Oxuam recouer- Uers, and certaine treasure : Where William Cox and Andrew Browne deuided the treasure
,w ‘dmongst their company, deliuering to some fiue pound, to some sixe pound, to some seuen
~ ~pound, to some more, as euery man was thought to haue deserued, The barke and the rest
-« of the Ordinance was left in the Island, to the vse of Andrew Browne. Diuers of our com-
i ¥, vpon our arriuall at Plimmouth were committed to prison at the suite of M. Iohn Bar-
< 4 -ofgn&, brother vnto our Captaine M. Andrew Barker, as accessaries to our captains
: m,?m betrayers of him vnto the enemie. And after straight examination of many of
~ ws, by letters of direction from her Maiesties prinie Counsell, the chiefe malefactors were
_ onely chastised with Jong imprisonment, where indeede before ‘God they had deserued to
~ die: whereof some, although they escaped the rigor of mans law, yet could they not auoide

|
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- the heany iudgement of God} but shortly after came to miserable ends. Which may be ex-
et Oﬁfh to others to shew themselyes faithfull and obedient in all honest causes to their cap-

_ Parescer de Don Aluaro Bagan, marques de Santa Cruz, tocante la Armada de Fran-
_ cisco e, estando en las yslas de Vayona: Hecha en Lisboa a 26 de Otubre,
~ estilo de Espanna de 15685. : -

que paresce, que podra hazer el Armada Inglese, en caso que quiere passar a las In-
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_Dadl, Bag.hisopin.of sir Fr.Dr, TRAFFIQUES, AND DISCOUERIES, N
dias, y entrar en el mar del Sur, (como lo ha hecho otra vez Francisco Draque) con las treynta 3 ¢ 5 8
dos naues y galeones, r muchas lanchas y vergantines deremo que trae, y cinco mil hom- ot ol
gres de guerra, que es el numero que a los de Vayona parescio que venian en el armada, es et
lo siguiente. ~”

G e

Leuera su derotta al Rio de Ienero, que es en la costa del Brasil en 23 grados de la parte
del Sur de,la Linea. Es pugrto capaz de muchos nauios y muy seguro, adonde se tiene agua,
lenna, y carne: y tam bien podra tomar harina de Maiz en vn lugar dos o tres leguas del g, viccene.
dicho puerto, que sedize San Vincente. Y por ser camino per las yslas ?le la Madera, Islas de Maders,
. Canaria, y Cabo Verfle,/podra sa quear estas ynﬂs, dandole el tiempo lugara ello, Moo

Desde Vaiona a la'ysla de Madera con los vientos Nortes, que aora correran (passados los
vientos de Vallee, que aora reynan, por estar la costa de Espanna llonida) yra la Armada en
seis dias ; de alli a(ias' Canarias en quatro, y de las Canarias a Cabo verde en ocho, qug son
per todos diez y ocho dias: y tardera mas lo que se tuuiere, en saquear las yslas.

De Cabo Verde al rio de Ienero tardera quarenta dias, que vernan a ser todos dos meses : Ri; de lenero.
por manera, que estando el Armada todo este mes en Galicia, podra ser en el rio de Ienero
en fin de Deziembre.- : =) . o B _
. A la entrada de la baia del Rio de Ienero ay vna baxa, adonde con facilidad se hara vn fuerte, Logar por haser
en que pueden estar mas qué quinientos hombres: y pon endole su artilleria, guardera e] ™ ‘
puerto, y el fuerte quedara assalado, que por la vna parte delAudueste y nordeste tiene los
dos canales, por donde entran los nauios en el puerto : En el qual podra Francisco Draque ;
concertar su Armada, y dexar alli alguna gente, y partir dn la que le paresciere, para entrar ggrecho de Ma-
en el Mar del Sur, ¥ yr em seguimiento de su vigje al Estrecho de Magallanes (que es quini- gallases. ~
entas y cinquenta leguas de aquel pirerto, y'esta en cinquenta y dos grados y medio de parte Mar del sur.
del Sur) y entrar por el Estrecho a ?a_Mar,del Sur por todo el mes de Febreto; y yr ala ciudad Lima es civdsd
de los Reys o Lima, que esta en*la costa, y es de dos mil vezinos: y por no ser gente de jmivie
guerra, ni puesta en milicia, y lugar abierto sin fortaleza, ni artilleria, I podra tomar y saquear, tomar.
y yr se apoderaado de la tierra ; pues tomando los nauios, que ay en aquella mar, no les podra
entrar socorro de Espanna. . :
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Y es de creer que se preuerra a tomar a Panama. Panama.

No queriendo hazer este viaje repartira sy armada en dos vandas, y eare la yslade Sunu-w
Domingo, Puerto Rico, y la costa de Tierra firma, hasta Cartagena y?:mhre de Dok Y St it
desde el rio de Chagre, que es xv. leguas de Nombre de Dios, podra meter la Infanteria en io de Chagre.
lanchas de remo, y en las varcas de carga y descarga en a quel rio, que son mas. de cinquenta; Ll
y llegar hasta la Venta de Cruzes, que es cinco leguas de ‘%’anama, que, por ser lugar abierto, Panamalugar s+
sera facil a saquear, B T ok

Y tambien corre peligro la Hauana ; que aunque tiene fortaleza, es chica y flaca, y sacando La Havana.
artilleria en tierra, la tomaran con facilidad, - e E S AR

Y de masde dos dannos que podran hazer, conforme a este discorso, no sera el menor, cor-, -
tar el hilo a la nauigacion z'las Indiag, a tomar las flotas, si alli fueren. * et int e

Lo que Conuernia hazer para reparar estos dannos. .

DEspachar carauelas con grandissima diligencia a los virreys y gouernadores de las Indias, y
auertiendo les de la Nueua de la Armada Inglese, para que esten preuenidos, y se poganen v
orden. ‘Aunque, segun el numero de las Naues que han salido de Inglatierra, te_ngyor sin &
duda, haufan passado de aquellas partes alguna banda dellas, hasta*Tierra nueva. Porque Ia o
- Reyna a tenido cuidado de embiar y tomar las naos de la Pesqueria del Baccalao: ¥ assies

de creer sin duda lo de las Indias. R s :
Y teniendo se consideracion a que, por lo que se intiende de Inglatierra, han solido mas de
~ ochenta nauios con los de Armada: Conuernia que su Magestad mandasse iuntar otra para
buscar la Inglese, y combatir con ella, ordinando que los galeones que tiene la corona deste
Reino, y 10!& tiene su Magestad en e) Rio de Seuilla se aderescan de yr opposito, dandoles
carend, para che estubiessen a punto a qualquier viaje, por largo que fuesse: y que assi mismo
se embarage vn galeon del Duque de Florencia, que esta muy . bien armado y artillado, y 2 &—“
partido de Alicante ara Cadiz, y complimiento hasta ‘quaren.ta naos gruesas, que se halla::: 3
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- en Viscaiay Guiposcoa : aderegadas, artilladas y puestas en orden, como conuiepe, se .
- aurtuall ;nr ocho mﬁ (;n;ue desde luego se leuanten hasta mil marineros de Catalunna y
o e ReloY . ir-en las naues, y se trayen, como se hizo para la armada de la Tergera : y
.. queassimismo se leuanten seys mil soldados, dando condutas para mas gente, que esta, para .
= -~ queaya-este numero de seruicio. ;
. Fambien conuernia, que de Viscaia venga para esta Armada &0 patazes, y veynte Azabras
.+ de Castro. Que las patazes sean de 50 hasta 60 toneladas: v las Azabras,.como las que vi-
~ nieran a la Iprnada de Ia Tergera. - ‘
. Que se porunea el artilleria, poluere, y cuerda, y plomo necessario,‘araabuzes, mosquetas, y
picas de respito para la guardia de la costa.
Conuerne hazer otra-armada de dos naos cada 400 toneladas, y otras quatro de a dozien-
« tas; ¥ quatro patazes, y mil soldados, de mas de la gente de mar. &
o ' Auiendo visto y considerado, que en dos meses han hecho tantos dannos los Ingleses con
B los nauios de mercantes que nauegan por estos mares, y que es de creer que haran lo mismo
g en las flotas que fueren y vinieren de las Indias, conuernia, que, como para la ordenanga en ti-
i empo de paz, lleua la armada las naos Capitgna y Almizante, que llenassen aora otras dos mas
por lo menos en cada flotat y no por esto se ha de dexar de agegurar las con Armada.
Todas estas preuenciones, me paresce, se deuen hazer, para solo lo que toca la Armada In-
glese, y otros nauios que han'sglido de aquel Reyno. :

Pero en caso que Don Antonio Vepiese con la Armada, y quisiese intentar lo d’este Reyno,
seran menester las preuenciones siguientes. .

b QVe se apércibjesen el conde de Benavente, Marques de Soria, conde .de Altamira conde
o) . de Monte Rey, Marques de Cerraluo, y los'de mas Sennores y Caualleros, a quien se dio orden

- - que estubiesen a punto, quando se vino a este Reyno. :
| . Que se exercibiese tam bien la gente de las Ciudades de Toro, Zamora, Salamanca, cuidar
| para socorrer a la parte dentro Doroy Minno: Y las de Estremadura y Seuilla para socorrer
} esta Cindad de Lisbona, y su Comarca. |

Que se auituallen los castillos desta ciudad, ribera, y comarca, y prouean de poluere, cuerda,
{ y plomo, y lo demas tocante el artilleria, como lo he pedido. en las relaciones, que he embiado
| asu Magestad en 7 de margo deste anno 1585. Que se prouean las galeras por quatro meses:
|y vengan otras sys de Espanna, a este Rio con 120 soldados por galera, para que los pueden
¥ Tﬁr, en las ocho que estan aca. Y en caso que esto se ay, quela armada Inglesa no passe
| o . ‘a las Indias, y se ocupen en lo deste Reyno, porque haure nauios de Ingleses, que acuden a
8 3 1o vno y a lo otro, sera forgoso hazer otra armada para lo de las Indias, de doze naos, quatro
- patajes, y mil y quinjentos soldados.
- © ' Todo esto, me paresce, conuiene al seruicio de su Maiestad, se preuéga y apercibiese con
., .muchadiligencia y cuidado, proueiendo del dinero necessario para ello, sin qtie se aguarde lo
~wno alo otro, sino que todo se haga sin deserirlo : Repitiendo me en todo a mejor parescer.
‘Hecha en Lisboa a 26 de Otubre de 1585. Annos. :

- The opinion of Don Aluaro Bagan, Marques of Santa Cruz, and high Admirall of *
- Spaine, touching the armie of sir Francis Drake lying at the Isles of Bayona in

- Galicia, written in Lisbon the 26 of October after the account of Spaine in
. theyerc 1585. ¢ - :
sd Wit seemeth viito me, that the English army may doe, if they seeke to passe vnto
M /est Indies, and enter into the South sea ?ns Francis Drake hath done once before) with
 their thirty ships and galeons, and many pinnesses and shalops with oares, which they haue with
1and 5000 men of warre, which they of Bayono thinke to be in the fleete, is as fol-

Pl e tg:enm course o the_iuer o Tener, which ie on the comst of Brasi in 23
. degrees to the South of the Equinoctial line. It is an hauen capable of many ships and very
~safé, where there is water, wood and flesh : and likewise Drake may haue corne of Maiz in a

towne two or three leagues f:om.dae'uyd‘bhen, which is called S, Vincente. o
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: alhhashg: of the fleet,
‘reaﬂyww in the whole course of
this ve put within the Isles of Bayon,
no i some part of the fleete,
.mmhmﬂed and euery man

: seruice ; which being done,
Mrmngtmmds

it, before we had

of M. Caﬂgil his Lxeutamnt genemlt who wa!

"mke and, till snch e a8 they were within




wmm.,sm? 24
N"y(’ ; ‘

heenglt,lmnuatbcnbym'vm
and marched from Bayon to this part of the count
making a stand, he sent to with our Generall, ted by our !
xtn.nghtbeemboatavpon. water : and for safetie of their persons, there were

into our Viceadmirals &sm the same hauing bene sent thrhm. in like sort
our Generall went in his owne skiffe ; rhmxtvanthenwve d furnish our
selues with fresh behbenbywramepeqbqnn‘yolﬂn hnd,nit—eaﬂ
other such necessaries, ing for the same, as the place would affourd.

When all our businesse was ended, wee departed, a w-ﬁ;by ma it
naria, which are esteemied some three hundred leagues this of Spaine, and f% .
purposely with Palma, with intention to haue taken our }ﬂnmn of that place, for the Rt

 digesting of many wa«,mmmmgmmmmm,h ‘
good thingsas it a very abundantly, we were forced by the vile Sea-gate, which at
that present fell out, and by the nanghtinesse of the landing pgce, being but one, and that
vnder the fauour of many platformes well furnished with gregt ordinance, to depart with the - i
recertofmany their(:anon-shot, some into our ships, and some besides, some ufthc. vy
being in very degde full Canon high. But the only er chiefe mischiéfe was the i
sea-surge, which at shore all alongst plainly threatned the ouerthrow of as many pinm
and boates, as for that time should have attempted mybding at all.

Now seeing the expectation of this attempt frustrated by the msesdbnuyd‘. we thought
it meeter to fall with the Isle Hierro, to see if we could find any better fortune: and com-
ming to the Island, we landed a thousand men in a valley*mderabﬁgh mm:. where we
stayed some two or three houres, in which time the inhabitants, accompanied with a yong B A
fellow borne in En‘il:nd who dwelt" with them, came vnto vs, shewing their stateto
be so poore, that they were all ready to starue, which was not vntrue: and therefore with-
out any thing gotten, we were all commanded presently tombarke, 50 as tlut mg!u wee put "“;
off to sea Southsoutheast along towards the coast of Barbary. Y

Vpon Saturday in the iorning, being the 13. of M&m&lmm
which is a low land and shallow water, vhnwmdu&m«: (ish -doubling the Cape, *
we put into the Bay, where we found &rtaine &rtaine French ships of wan wee entertained
with great courtesie, and there left them. This afterncone mewmm assembled, which
mihﬂhmtt&dmmmmhmmwmmwwwﬁeﬂuof Verde,
glmg till theniﬁ of tbes;:;mm&iuﬂm mwﬁwﬁﬁ : ‘the

~of 8. Iago, and in the eue
Pnya. lﬂd 3. lago,

4 R e

§
Hifh
?
§
1H;
i
g &
¥
i







Sir Prancis Drake. TRAFFIQUES, AND DISCOUERIES. 113

«the said messenger, he first asked them what nation they were, they answered Englishmen, hee gl
then required to knowe if warres were betweene England and Spaine, to which answered g0
that they knew not, but if he would goe to their Generall he could best resolue him of such .
sparticulars, and for his assurance of passage and repassage, these Captaines made offer to in-

gage their credits, which he refused for that he was not sent from his Gouernor. Then they

told him, if his Gouernor did désire to take a course for the common bénefit of the and
countrey, his best way were to come and present himselfe vnto our noble and mercifull Go-
uernour sir Francis Drakg, whereby hee might bee assured to find fauour, both fér himselfe

and the inhabitantes, Otherwise within three dayes wee should march ouer the land, and
consume with fire all ‘inhabited places, and put to the sword all such living soules as wee

shoulde chance vpon : so thus much he tooke for the conclusion of his answere, and departing,
“hee promised to returne the next day, but we neuer heard more of him.

‘Vpon the foure and twentieth of Nouember, the Generall accompapied with the lieutenant
generall and sixe hundred men marched foorth to a village twelue miles within the land, called
Saint Domingo, where the Gouernour and the Bishoppe with all the better sort were lodged,
and bi eight of the clocke wee came totit, finding the place abandoned, and the people fled
into the mountaines: so we made stand a while to ease our selues, and partly to see if any
would come to speake to vs. X Kods ,

After we had well rested our selues, the G'enerall commaunded the troupes to march away ¢
homewards, in which retreat the enemie shewed themselues, both horse and foote, though f
not such force as dugst encounter vs: and so in passing sometime ‘at the gase with them, it
waxed late and towatds night before we could ree&nerﬁome % S. Jago.

On Munday the sixe and twentieth of Nouember, the Generall commaunded all the pin-
nesses with the boates, to vse all diligence to imbarke the Armie into such shippes as euery  *
man belonged. The Lieutenant generall in like sort commanded Captaine Goring and Lieu-
tenant Tucker, with one hundred shot to make a stand in the market place, vntill our forces
were wholly imBarked, the viceadmiral making stay with his pinnesse & certaine boats in
the harbour, to bring the sayd last companie aboord the ships. Also the Generall willed
forthwith the gallie with two pinnesses to take into them the company of Captaine Barton,
and the companzj of Captaine Bigs, vnder the leading of captaine Sampson, to seeke out such
munition as was hidden in the ground, at the towne of Praya or Playa, hauing bene promised
to be shewed it by a prisoner, which was taken the day before, ' 4

The Captaines aforesayd comming to the Playa, landed their men, and hauing placed the -
troupe in their best strength, Captaine Sampson tooke the prisoner, and willed him to shewe ;
that hee had promised, the which he could not, or at least would not: but they searching
all suspected places, found two pieces of ordinance, one of yron, an other of brasse. In the
afternoone the Generall ankered with the rest of the Fleet before the Playa, comming himselfe
ashore, willing v¢#to burne the towne and make all haste aboord, the which was done by sixe -
of the clocke the same day, and our seluas imbarked againe the same night, and so we put off
to Sea Southwest. . % -tf: oo . S Ve ; " °

But before our departure from the towne of S. lago, wee established orders for the better A wise coune

gouernment of the Army, euery man mustered to his captaine, and othes were ministered ::;unn- |

of the Genegall and his officers. By this prouident counsell, and laying downe this good founda-
Gouernour for the ki
the least, to spare the ruining of their 1

terpriee. ni‘ofswim‘(M e
onable distrust (as I doe take it) was

to acknowledge her Maiestie supreme Gouernour, as also euery man to doe his vttermost en- tioas
~ deuour to aduance the seruice of the action, and to yeeld due obediance vato the directions
| | 1 course, to the atchieuing of our happy en-
ur being here, neither ‘
' Bishop, whose autho t, neither the inhabitants of the towne,
vhich we should haue done) to intreate vs to leaue
) old M. William Hawkins of Plim-
Wi Rt mouth, 5in




! many dayes
dn;u there were dudabane two or three
s after our ¢ from S. lago, there
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* yet is knowen to vs any landing place, where the sea doth not threaten to onerseta .
;inneue or boate. g’wGenmll 1auin m‘m&ﬁmaﬂmmmhmg gty f’ :
bequeathing vs to God, and the good conduct of Master Carliell our Lieutenant Generall: at =

" which time, being about eight of the clocke, we began to march, and about noone time, or
~ towards one of the clocke, \'ve'approched the towne, Mhﬂﬂlﬂémm and those of the
better sort, being some hundred and fiftie braue horses or rather more, began to present them-
selues ; but our small shot played vpon them, which were so susteined with good proportion
of pikes in all parts, as they finding no part of our troope vnprepared to receitie them ( for
you must vnderstand, they viewed all round abcmtel they were thus driuen to giue vs leaue to .
proceed towards the two gates of the towne, which were the next to the seaward, had U
manned them both, and planted their ordinance for that present, and sudden alarme without
the gate, and also some troopes of small shot in Ambuscado vpon the hie way side. We di- '
uided our whole force, being some thousand or twelue hundred meninto two partes, to enter-
prise both the gates at one mstant, the Lieutenant Generall hafing openly vowed to Captaine
Powell (who led the troope that entred the other gate) that with Gods good fauour he would
not rest vntill our meeting in the market place.
" Their ordinance had no soomer discharged vpon our neere apfroch, and made some execu-
tion amongst vs, though not much, but thg Lieutenant ‘general ﬁlgegan forthwith to aduance _
+both his voice of encouragement, and pace of marching ; the first man that was slaine with .
the ordinance being very neere vnto gimselfe: and thereupon hasted all that hee might, to
keepe them from the recharging of the ordinange. And notwithstanding their Ambuscados, 4, .z oy
we marched or rather ran so roundly in to them, as pell meN wee entred the gates, and gaue Domingo taken.
them more care euery man to saue himselfe by flight, then reason to stand any longer to their
broken fight. Wee forthwith repayred to the market place: but to bé more truely vnder- *
stood, a place of very faire spacious square’ground, whither also came as had bene
Captaine Powe| with the other troope : which place withsome part néxt vnto it, we strength-
ened with Barricados, and there as the most conuenient place assured ourselues, the Citie
being farre too spacious for so small and weary a troope to vndertake to gunarde. Somewhat
after midnight, they who had the guard of the Castle, hearing vs busie about the gates of
the said Castle, abandoned the same : some being taken prisoners, and some fleeing away by
the helpe of boates to the other side of the Hauen, and so into the countrey,

The nextday we quartered a litle more at large, but not into the halfe part of the towne, and P 4
so making substantiall trenches, and planting all the ordinance, that ech part was correspond- :
ent to other, we held this towne the space of one moneth,

In the which time happened some accidents, more then are well remembred for the present,
but amongst other things, it chanced that the Generall sent on his message to the Spaniards a .

Negro boy with a flagge of white, signifying truce, as is the Spanyards ordinarie maner to

doe there, when they approch to speake to vs : which boy vnhappily was first mette withall "

by some of those, who had bene belofging as officers for the King in the Spanish Galley, i
which with the Towne Was lately fallen into our hands, who without all order om reason, & o |

. conttary to that good vsage wherewith wee had intertained theirmessengers, furiously strooke o
‘the poore boy thorow the body with one of their horsemens staues: with which wound the
boy returned to the General, and after hee had declared the maner of this wrongfull crueltie,
died forthwith in his presence, wherewith the Generall being greatly passioned, commaunded
the Prouodt Martiall, to cause a couple of Friers then prisoners, to pe caried to the same place
‘where the boy was stroken, accompanied with sufficient guard of our souldiers, and there pre-
sently tobe hanmohpﬂchin at the same instant another pdore prisoner, with this reason’ Ey
wherefore _this execution was done, & with this message further, that vntil the party who il
had thus murdered the Generals messenger were deliuered into our hands, to receiue con- O 1
‘digne punis there should no day passe, wherein there should not two prisoners be hang- | L
I i wiere all Commmed yhisieneere T ot Tands. , wiid

‘Whereupon the day following, hee that had bene Captaine of the kings Galley, brought % |

the offender to the townes ende, offering to gel_iuer him intg'wrhands; ut it was thought . e

to

“Sir Prancis Drake. m’ X MSCO UERIES.
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VOYAGES, NAUIGATIONS, . Sir Francis Drake.

1o be a more honowurable reuenge to make ‘el\ there in our sight, to performe the execution

‘themselues : Mvadoneaccmd

ok r ur being in this towne, as formerly also at S. lago there had passed iustice vpon
‘the life of one of our owne compan der an odious matter, so heere likewise was there an Irish- -
man hanged, for the murthering of his Corporall.

In this time also passed many treaties betwaene their Commissioners and vt,ﬁr ransome of
their Citie; but vpon disagreements we still spent the early mornings in fiering the outmost
houses: but thcy being built very magmﬂwnd'y of stone, with high loftes, gaue vs no small
travell to ruine them. And albeit for diners dayes together we ordeined ech morning by
day breake, vntil the heat began at nine of the clocke, that two hundred Mariners did nought
‘else but Iabour to fire and burne the said houses without our trenches, whilst the souldiers in
alike proportion stood forth for their goard : yet did wee not, or could not in this time con-
wume so much as one ‘third part of the towne: which towne is plainely described and set forth
ina certaine Map. And so in the end, what wearied with firing, and what hastened by some
‘other respects, 'wee ‘were contented to accept of fiug and twentie thousand Ducats of fine
shillings sixe pence the peece, for the ransome of the rest of the towne.

Amongst other things vﬂnch l}:pened and were found at 8. Domingo, I may not omit to

/marke & token of the vnsatiable ambition of the Spanish
king and his nation, w?nch was found in the kings-house, wherein the chiefe gouernour of that
Citie and Countrey is appoynted alwayes to lodge, which was this : In the comming to the Hall
or other roomes of this house, you must firstascend vp by a faire large paire of staires ; at the
id ‘of which htmbs is a‘handsoine spacious place to walke in, somewhat like vnto a gallery
in vpon one of the wals, right ouer agaivst youas you enter the said place, so as your
‘cannot Escapet 'sight of it, there is described & painted in a very large Scutchion the
of the king of Spaine, and in the lower part of the said Scutchion, there is likewise

v mibed a Gldbe, conteining in it the whole circuit of the sea and the earth, wherupon is a
stan

ding on his hinder part within the globe, and the other fore-part without the globe,
!fﬂed‘\'p as it were 1o e, ‘with a scroll painted in his mouth, wherein was written “these

- ‘words in Latin, Non sufficit orbis: which is as much to say, as the world sufficeth not.
- Whereof the' meaning was required to be knowen of some of those of the better sort, that

‘came in commission to treate vpon ‘the ransome of the towne, who would shake their heads,
-4ind turne aside their countenance in some smyling sort, without answering any thing, as great-
‘therecf. For by some of our company it was tolde them, that if the Queene of

England would resolutely prosecute the warres against the king of Spaine, hee should be forced

" 4o Ty aside that ‘proude und vnreasonable reaching vaine of his: for hee should finde more
- ‘then inough 10 doe to keepe that which hee had alreadie, as by the present example of their

Jost towne thiey might for-a beginning perceiue well inough.

"' " Now ‘to ‘the satisfyingof some men, who maruell greatly that such a famous and goodly

~ ‘builded Citie so well lnlﬁbmd of gallant people, vely braue in their apparell (whereof our
m&iem fouhﬂgood store for their reliefe) should afoord no vgrea&r riches then was found
: herein it is to be vnderstood that the Indian peo ich were the naturals of this

| K Mok Island of Hispaniola (the same being neere handa«gmatas England) were: mm’ysyecns

e cleane ‘consumed by the tyrannie of the Spanyards, which was § cause, ithat
f people toworke in'tRe Mines, the golde and siluer Mines of this hlmﬂm wholy giuen
‘,adthereﬁyth!ymﬁmainm:hlandtomCopwmo ey, whereof was”found very
~quantitie. The chiefe trade of ‘this place consisteth of Sugar and Ginger, which
_[u&e,kkhd, ‘and of Hides of oxemandim ich in_ this waste countrey of the
nd Mdﬂemiﬁﬁm&nmﬂbmﬁo” ing ve : and the sayd beasts arc
! ',‘_ ,m;:'nh,mlomb:lu Mnfom-

wine, sweet vineger, ‘oliues, and other
packed vp in winepi udoﬁmcndu.md

- i-onl
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of Siluer, in ¢ ison of the great pride in other things of this towne, because in these
hotte Countreys vse much of those earthen dish ly painted or varnished, which
. they call Porcellana, which is had out of the East India: & for their drinking, they vse
glasses altogether, whereof they make excellent good and faire in the same place. But yet
some plate.we found, and many other good things, as their houshold garniture very gallant
and rich, which cost them deare, although vnto vs they were of small importance,
From Saint Dominﬁm put ouer to the maine or firme land, and going al| alongst the
coast, we came at the i
of our barks in passing alongst, a within the reach of their Culuerin shot, which
they had planted vpon certaine platformes. The Harbour mouth lay some three miles to-
ward the Westward of the towne, whereinto wee entred about three or foure of the clocke in
the afternoone without any resistance of ordinance, or other impeachment planted vpon the
same. In the Euening wee our selues on land towards the harbour mouth, vader the
leading of Master Carliell our Lieutenant Generall, who after hee had digested vs to march
forwarde about midnight, as easily as foote might fall, expresly commanded vs to keepe close
. by the sea-wash of the shore for our best & surest way, whereb{ we were like to goe through,
and not to misse any more of the way, which once wee had lost within an houre after our
first beginning to march, through the slender knowledge of hira that tooke ypon him to be
our guide, whereby the night spent on, ‘which otherwise must haue bene done by resting.
But as we came within some two miles of the towne, their horsemen which were some hun~
dred, met vs, and fiking the alarme, retired to their townward againe vpon the first volley of
our shot that was giuen them ; for the place where wee encbuntred being wooddy and bushy
euen to the water side was vnmeete for their seruice, ;

At this instant we might heare“some pieces of Artillerie discharged, with divers small shot

towards the harbour, which gaue vs to vnderstand, according to the order set downe in the
Euening before by our Generall, that the Vice-admirall accompanied with Captaine Venner,
Captaine White, and Captaine Crosse, with other sea Captaines, and with diuers Pinnesses
and boates should giue some attempt vnto the litle Fort standing on the entrie of the inner
Hauen, neere adioyning to the towne, though to small purpese, for that the place was strong,
and the entry very narrow was chained ouer: so as there could be nothing gotten by
the attempt, more than the gining of them an alarme on that other side of the Hauen
being a mile and a halfe from the place we now were at. In which artempt the Vice-admirall
had the rudder of hisskifle stroken through with a Saker shot, and a litle or no harme receiued
elsewhere.

The troopes being now in their march, halfe a myle behither the Towne or lesse, the

ground we were on grewe to bee streight, and not aboue fiftie paces ouer, hauing the maine Sea *
on the one side of it, and the harbour-water or inner sea (as you may tearme it) on the other,
side, which in the plot is plainely shewed. This streight was fortified cleane oyer witha

stone wall and a ditch wjthout it: the sayd wall being as orderly built with flanking in euery
art, as can be setdowne. There was only so much of this streight vawalled, as thight serue
ordxeiuuing of the horsemen, or the passing of caryage in time of neede : but this vnwalled

was not without a very good Barricado of wine-buts or pipes, filled with earth, full and

thicke as they might stand omrende one by another, some part of them standing euen within
the maine, : :

This - of strength was furnished with sixe great peeces, Bemi-culuerins, and Sakers,
which shotte directly in front vpon vs as wee approched. ,Now without this wall vpon
the inner side of the streight, they had brought likewise two t Galleis with their

all crosse the streight, and flanked our comming on. In these two Galleis were planted
o1 fz;e hundred small shot, and on the land in the guard onely of this place, three
ey in this their full readinesse to receiue vs#spared not their shot both great and small,

~ But our Lieutenant generall, taking the :dm;iage of the darke (the day light as yet not

broken

in sight of agena, standing vpo the sea side, so neere, as some Cartsgeas,

m&nm ‘shore, hauing planted in them eleuen peeces of ordinance, which did -
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broken out) approched by the lowest ground, according to the expresse direction which him-
selfe had formerly ginen, the same being the sea-wash shore, where the water was somewhat
fallen, so as most of all their shot was in vainc. Our Lieutenant generall commanded our
shot to forbeare shooting vntill we were come to the wall side, and so with pikes roundly to-
gether we approched the place, where we soone found out the Barricados of pipes or buts,
to be the meetest place for our assault, which, notwithstanding it was well furnished with
pikes and shot, was without staying attempted by vs: downe went the buts of earth, and
pell mell came our swordes and pikes together, after our shot had first giuen their volley,
euen at the enemies nose. Our pikes were somewhat longer then theirs, and our bodies
better armed ; for very few of them were armed: with which aduantage our swordes and
pikes grew too hard for them, and they driuen to giue place. In this furious entry, the
Lieutenant generall slewe with his owne hands the chiefe Ensigne bearer of the Spaniards,
who fought very manfully to his liues end.

‘We followed into the towne with the.n, and giving them no leasure to breath, we wanne the
Market-place, albeit they made head, and fought a while before we got it, and so wee being
once seazed and assured of that, they were content to suffer vs to lodge within their towne,
and themselues to goe to their wiues, whom they had caryed into other places of the countrey
before our comming thither. ;

At euery streetes end they had raised very fine Barricados of earth-workes, with trenches
without them, as well made as cuer we saw any worke done: at the entring wheredf was
some litle resistance, but soone oyiercome it was, with few slaine ‘or hurt® They had ioyned
with them many Indians, whom they had placed in corners of aduantage, all bowmen, with
their arrowes most villanously empoysoned, 8o as if they did but breake the skinne, the
partie so touched died without great maruell. some they slew of our people with their
arrowes: some they likgwise mischieued to death with certaine pricks of small sticks sharply
pointed, of a foote and a halle long, the one ende put into the ground, the other empoy-
soned, sticking fast vp, right against our comming in the wayv, as we should approch
from our landing towardes the towne, whereof they had planted a wonderfull number in
the ordinary way: but our heeping the sea-wash shore missed the greatest part of them
very happily.

I ouerpasse many particular matters, as the hurting of Captaine Sampson at sword blowes
in the first entring, vnto whom was committed the charge ol the pikes of the Vantguard by
his lot and turne, as also of the taking of Alonso Brauo the chiele commander of that place by
Captaine Goring, after the said captaine had first hurt him with his sword : vnto which Cap-
taine was committed the charge of the shot of the sayd Vaniguard.

Captaine Winter wax likewssc by his turne of the Vantguard in this attempt, where also

.the Lieutenant generall marched himselfe: the smid Captaine Winter through a great desire

to serue by land, hauing now exchanged his charge Ry sea with Captaine Cecil for his band
of footemen.

Captainé Powel the Sergeant maior had by his turne the charge of the foure compgnies
which made the battaile,

Captaine Morgan, who at 8. Domingo was of the Vantguard, had now by turne his charge
vpon the companies of the Rereward.

Euery man as well of one part as of another, came so willingly on to the seruice, as the
enemie was not able to endure the furie of such hot assault.

We stayed hcre sixe weekes, and the sicknesse with mortalitie before spoken of still con-
tinued among vs, though not with the same furie as at the first: and such as were touched
with the sayde sicknesse, escaping death, very few or almost none could recouer their
strength: yea, many of them were much demied in their memorie, insomuch that it was

n an ordinarie iudgement, when one was heard to speake foolishly, to say he had bene
sicke of the Calentura, which is the Spanish name of their burning Ague: for as 1 tolde you
before, it is a very burning and pestilent #§ue. The originall cause thereof, is imputed to
the Euening or first night ayre,s which they tearme La screna, wherein they say and hold

very
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very firme opinion, that who so is then abroad in the open ayre, shall certainly be infected to
the death, not being of the Indian or naturall race of those countrey people: by holding
their watch, our men were thus subiected to the infectious ayre, which at S. Tago was most
dangerous and deadly of all other places.

With the inconuenience of continuall mortalitie, we were forced to giue ouer our intended
enterprise, to goe with Nombre de Dios, and so ouerland to Panama, where we should haue
strooken the stroke for the treasure, and full recompence of our tedious trauailes. And thus
at Cartagena wee tooke our first resolution to returne homewardes: the forme of which reso-
lution I thought good here to put downe vnder the principall Captaines hands, as followeth.

A resolution of the Land-captaines, what course they thinke most expedient to bee
taken. Giuen at Cartagena the xxvij. of Februarie 1585.

WHereas it hath pleased the Generall to demaund the opinions of his Captaines what
course they thinke most expedient to be now vndertaken, the Land-captaines being assembled
by themselues together, and hauing aduiised hereupon, doe in three points deliuer the same.

The first, touching the keeping of the towne against the force of the enemie,
either that which 1 present, or that which may come out-of Spaine, is answered
thus. .

WE holde opinion, that with this troope of men which we baue presently with vs in land-
seruice, being victuhlled and munitioned, wee may well keepe the Towne, albeit that of men
able to answere present seruice, we haue not aboue 700. The residue being some 150. men
by reason of their hurts and sicknesse are altogether vnable to stand vs in any stead : wherefore
hereupou the Sea-captaines are likewise to giue their resolution, how they will vndertake the
safetic and seruice of the Shippes vpon the arriuall of any Spanish Fleete.

The serond poynt we make to be this, whether it bec meete to goe presently home-
ward, or els to continue further tryall of our fortune in vndertaking such like en-
terprises a3 we haue done already, and thereby to seeke after that bountifull
massc of treacure for recompence of our trauailes, which was generally expected
at our comming forth of England: wherein we answere.

THat itis well knowen how both we and the souldiers are entered into this action as volunta-
rie men, without any imprest or gage from her Maiestie or any body els: and forasmuch as we
haue hitherto discharged the parte of honest men, so that now by the great blessing and
favour of our good God there haue bin tahen three such notable townes, wherein by the
estimation of all men wonld have bene found some very great treasures, knowing that S.
Iago w. s the chiefe citie of all the Islands and traffiques thereabouts, 8 Domingo the chicfe
citie of Hispaniola, and the head gouegiment not only of that lland, but also of Cuba, and
of all the lands 1bout i as also of such inhabitations of the firme land, as were next vntot,
& 2 place that i~ both m gnificently builded, and interteineth great trades of marchandice:
and now lastly the aitie of Cartagena, which cannot be denied to be one of the chiefe
places of most e<pecial' importance fo the Spaniard of all the cities which be on this side of
the West India: we doe therefore consider, that since all these cihiew, with their goods &
prisoners taken in them, and the ransoms of the said cities being all put together, are found
farre short to satisfie that expectation which by the generality of*the entcrprisers was first
conceiucd: And being further aduised of the slendernesse of our strength, whereunto we
be now reduccd, as well in respect of the smail number of able bodies, as also not a litle in
regard of the slacke disposition of the greater part of those which remaine, very many of
the better mindes and men being either consumed by death, or weakened by sicknes and
hurts : And Jastly, sxince that as yet there is not laid downe to our knowledge any such enter-
prise as may reeme conuenient to be vndertaken with such few as we are presently able to
make, and withall of such certaine likelihoode, as with Gods good successe which it may

please bim to bestow vpon vs, the same may promise to yeeld vs any sufficient contentment :
We
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We dde thetefore conclude hereupon, that it is better to hold sure as we may the honour
alreay gotten, and with the same to returne towards our gracious Soueraigne and Countrey,

from whence if it shall please her Maiestie to set ve foorth againe with her orderly meanes -
and intertainment, we are most ready and willing to goe through with any thing that the

vitermost of our strength and indeuour shall be able to reach-vnto: but therewithal wee doe

aduise and protest that it is farre from our thoughts, either to refuse, or so much as to seeme

to be wearie of any thing, which for the present shalbe further required or directed to be

done by vs from our Genenll. ;

The third and last poynt is concerning the ransome of this citie of Cartagena, for the
which, before it was touched with any fire, there was made an offer of some xxvij.
or xxviij. thousand pounds sterling.

THus much we vtter herein as our opinions agreeing (so it be done in good sort) to

accept this offer aforesayde, rather then to breake off by standing still vpon our demaunds

of one hundred thousand poundes, which seemes a matter impossible to bee performed for
the present by them, and to say trueth, wee ma now with much honour and reputation
better be satisfied with that summe offered by them at the first (if they will now bee con-
tented to giue it) then wee might at that time with a great deale more, inasmuch as we haue
taken our full pleasure both in the vttermost sacking and spoyling of all their householde
and marchandize, as als6 in that we haue consumed and ruined a great part of their
Towne with fire. And thus much further is considered herein by vh, that as there bee
in the Voyage a great many poore men, who hane willingly aduentured their lines and
trauailes, and divers amongst them hauing spent their apparell and such other little pro-
ulsions as their small meanes might haue ginen them leaue to prepare, which being done
vpon such good and allowable intention as this action hath alwayes caried with it, meaning,
against the Spanyard our greatest and most dangerous encmie: so surely wee cannat but
haue an inward regarde so farre as may lye in vs, to helpe eyther in all good sort towards
the satisfaction of this their expectation, and by procuring them some little benefite to in-
céurage them and to nourish this readie and willing disposition of theirs both in them and
in others by their example algzinst any other time of like occasion, But because it may bee
supposed that heerein wee forgette not the priuate benefite of our selues, and are thereby
the rather mooued to incline our selues to this composition, wee doe therefore thinke good
for the clearing of our selues of all such suspition, to declare heereby, that what part or
portion soeuer it bee of this ransome or composition for Cartagena, which should come vnto
vs, wee doe freely giue and bestowe the same wholy vpon the goore men, who haue remayned
ouldier, wishing with ull our
hearts it were such or so much as might seeme a sufficient rewarde for their patnefull indeuour.
And for the firme confirmation thereof, we haue thoyght meete to subsigne these presents
with our owne hands in the place and time aforesayd. ;

Captaine Christopher Carliell Lieutenant Generall. T
Captaine Goring. Captaine Sampson. Captaine Powell &c.

But while wee were yet there, it happened one day, that our watch called the Centinell,
vpen the Church-steeple, had discouered in the Sea 2 couple of small Barkes or Bpates, mak-
ing in with the Harbour of Cartagena, wherespon Captaine Moone and Captaine Varney,
with Iohn Grant the Master of the Tyger, and some other Sea-men, embarked themselues in
a couple of small Pinnesses, to take them before they should come nigh the shore, at the
‘mouth of the Harbour, lest by some stragling Spanyards from the Lande, they might bee
warned by signes from comming in: which fell out accordingly, notwithstanding all the di-

ce that our men could vse ; for the Spanish Bostes, the sight of our Pinnesses com-

"' ming towardes them, ranne themselues ashore, and so their men ntly hidde themselues in

bushes:hdrd by the Sea side, amongst soiiie others that had called them by signes thither. Our
men presently without any duwe regarde had to the gualitie of the place, and seeing no man
: ' ¥ | BT g
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‘of the Spanyards to shew themselues, aboorded the Spanish Barkes or Buates, and 8o standing
all open in them, were suddenly shotte at by a troope of Spanyardes out of the bushes: by
wﬁcﬂoﬂq of shotte there were slaine Captaine Varney, which dyed presently, and Captaine
Moone, who dyed some fewe dayes after, besides some foure or fiue .others that were hurt:
and so our folkes returned without their purpose, not hauing any safficient number of sauldiers
with them to fight on shore. For those men they caryed were all Mariners to rowe, few of them
armed, because they made account with their ordinance to haue taken the Barkes well enough
at sea, which they might full easily haue done, without any losse at al], if they had come in
time to the harbour mouth, before the Spaniards boates had gotten so neere the shore.

During our abode in this place, as also at S. Domingo, there passed diuecrs courtesies be-
tweene vs and the Spaniards, as feasting, and vsing them with all kindnesse and fauour: an
as amongst others there came to see the Generall, the Gouernour of Cartagena, with the
Bishop of the same, and diuers other Gentlemen of the better sort.

This towne of Cartagena we touched in the out parts, & consumed much with fire, os-we
had done S. Domingo vpon discontentments, and for want of agreeing with vs in their firat
treaties touching their ransome, which at the last was concluded between vs, should be 10Q.
and 10000. Ducats for that which was yet standing, the Ducat valued at fiue shillings sixe
pence sterling. . . _

This towne though not halfe so bigge as'S. Domingo, giues as you see, a farre greater
ransome, being in very deede of farre more importance, by reason of the excellencie of the
Harbour, and the sityation thereof, to serue the trade of Nombre de Dios and other places,
and is inhabited with farrc more richer Merchants. The other is chiefly inhabited with
Lawyers and braue Gentlemen, being the chiefe or highest appeale of their suites in law
of all the lslands about i1, and of the maine land coast next vnto it. And it is of no such
accompt as Cartagena, for these and some other like rcasons, which I could giue you, oner
long to be now written, '

The warning which this towne receiued of our comming towards them from S. Domingo,
by the space of twentie dayes before our arriuall here, wits cause that they had both fortified
and euery way prepared for their best defence. As also that they had caried and conueyed
away all their treasure and principall substance.

The ransome of an hundred & ten thousand Ducats thus-.concluded oa, ay is aforesaid, the
same being written, and expressing for nothing more then the towne of Cartagena, vpop
the payment of the sayd ransome, we left the sail towne, and drewe some part of our saul-
diers into the Priorie or Abbey, standing a quarter of .an English mile belowe the towne vpon
the harbour water-side, the same being walled with a wall of stone, which we told .the Spa-
niards was yet ours, and not redeemed by their composition: whereupon they finding ‘the
defert of their cgntract, were contented to enter into another ransome for all places, but
specially for the savde house, as also the Blocke house or Castle, which is vpon the mouth of
the inner harbour. And when wee asked as much for the one as for the other, they veelded
to giue a thousand Crownts for the Abbey, leauing vs to take our pleasure vpon the Blocke
house, which they sayd they were not able to ransome, hauing stretched themselues to the
vttermost of their powers: and therefore the sayd Blockehouse was by vs vndermined, and
so with gunne powder blowen xp in pieces.

. While this latter cuntract was in making, our whole Fleete of ships fell downe towards
the harbour touth, where they anchored the third :time, and.imployed their men in fetching
of fresh water aboord the ships for our voyage homewards, which water was had in a great

- well, that is in the Island by the harbour mouth: which lsland is a very pleasant place as hath The 1sna o
bene seene, ‘hauing in it many sorts of goodly and very pleasant fruites, as the Orenge trees Corew
and others, being set orderly in walkes of great length together. Insomuch as the whole
Island being some two or three miles about, is cast into grounds of gardening and orchards.

After sixe weekes abode in this place, we put tosea the last of :March, where after two

. orthree dayes a:great ship which we.had taken at 8, Domingo, and thereupon was called

- The new yeeres gift, fell into a great leake, being laden with .ordinance, hides, and ot;:er
. i AN spoyles,

i 1
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spoyles, and in the night she lost the companz of our Fleete ; which being missed the next
morning by the Generall, hee cast about with the whole Fleete, fearing some great mischance
to bee happened vnto her, as in very deede it so fell out: for her leake was so great, that
her men were all tyred with pumping. But at the last hauing found her & the Barke Talbot
in her company, which stayed by great hap with her, they were ready to take their men out
of her, for the sauing of them. And so the General being fully aduertised of their great
extremitie, made satle directly backe againe to Cartagena with the whole Fleete, where hau-
ing staied eight or ten daycs more, about the vnlading of this *ship, and the bestowing
thereof and her men into other Ships, we departed once agsine to Sea, directing our course
towards the Cape S. Antony, being the Westermost part of Cuba, where wee arrived the
seuen and twentieth of April.  But because fresh water could not presently be found, we
weyed anchor, and departed, thinking in few dayes to recouer the Matangas, a place to the
Eastward of Hauana.

After wee had sailed some fourteen dayes, wee were brought to Cape S. Anthony againe,
through lacke of favourable wind : but then our scgreity was growen such, as neede made
vs looke a litle better for water, which we found in sufficient quantitie, being indeede, as |
iudge, none other then raine water newly fallen, and gathered vp by making pits in a plot
of marrish ground, some three hundred pases from the sea side.

A’most com- I doe wrong if 1 should forget the good example of the Generall at this place, who to en-

smpleof dus.  COUrage others, and to hasten the gerting of fresh water ahoord the ships, tooke no lesse

[ oo ﬁaine himselie them the meanest; as also at S. Domingo, Cartagena, and all other places,

aming alwayes so vigilant a care and foresight in the good ordering of his Fleete, accom-

panying them, as it is sayde, with such wonderfull travell of body, as doubtlesse had he

bene the meanest person, as hee was the chictest, he had yet deserued the first place of ho-

nonr : and no lesse happy doe we account him, for being associated with Master Carhel hiy

Lieutenant general!,' by whose expenence, prudent counsell, and gallant performance ke

atchiened so many and happy enterprises of the warre, by whom also he was very greatly

assisted, in setting downe the ncedfull orders, lawes, and course of tustice, and the due ad-
ministration of the same vpon all occasions.

After three dayes spent in watering our Ships, wee departed now the second time from
this Cape of S. Anthony the thirteenth of Ma{, and proceeding about the Cape of I'lorida,
wee neuer touched any where; but coasting alongst Florida, and keeping the shore still in
sight, the 28. of May early in the Morning wee descried on the shore a place built like a
Beacon, which was in deede a scaffold vpon foure long mastes raised on ende, for men to
discouer to the seaward, being in the latitude of thirtie degrees, or very necre thercunto.
Our Pinnesses manned, and comming to the shore, wee marched vp alongst the riuer side,
to see what place the enemie held there: for nonc amongst vs had any knowledge thereof
at all.

Here the Generall tooke occasion to march wit®R the companies himselfe in person, the
Lieutenant generall hauing the Vantguard; and going a mile vp‘or somewhat more by the
river side, we might discerne on the other side of the riuer ouer against vs, a Fort which
newly had bene built by the Spaniards: and some mile or thereabout aboue the Fort was a
little Towne or Village without walles, built of woodden hauses, ay the Plot doeth plainely
shew. Wee forthwith*prepared to haue ordinance for the batterie; and one peece was a
litle before the Euening, planted, and the first shot being made by the Lieutefant’ generall
himselfe at their Ensigne, strake through the Ensigne, as wee afterwards vnderstood by 2
French man, which came vnto vs from them. One shot more was then made, which strake
the foote of the Fort wall, which was all massine timber of great trees like Mastes. The
Lieutenant generall was determined to passe the riuer this night with 4. companies, and there
to lodge himselfe intrenched as neere the Fort, as that he might play with his muskets and
smallest shot vpon any that should appeare, and so afterwards to bring and plant the batterie
with him: but the helpe of Mariners for that sudden to make trenches could not be had,
which was the cause that this determination was remitted vntill the next night.

In
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In the night the Lieutenant generall tooke a little rowing Skiffe, and halfe a dozen well
armed, as Captaine Morgan, and Captaine Sampson, with some others besides the rowers, &
went to view what guard the enemie kept, as also to take knowledge of the ground. And
albeit he went as couertly as might be, yet the enemie taking § Alarme, grew feareful that
the whole force was approchigg to the assault, and therefore with all speede abandoned the
place after the shooting of some of their peeces. They thus gone, and hee being returned
vnto vs againe, but nothing knowing of their flight from their Fort, forthwith came a French Nichoias Bar-
man being a Phipher (‘Who had bene prisoner with them) in a litle boate, playing on hig $osos.
Phiph the tune of the Prince of Orenge his song; and being called vnto by the guard, he
tolde them before he put foote out of the boate, what he was himsclfe, and how the Spa-
niards were gone from the Fort, offering either to remaine in hands there, or els to returne
to the place with them that would goe.

Vpon this intelligence, the Generall, the Lieutenant generall, with some of the Captaines
in one Skiffe, and the Vice-admirall with some others in his Skiffe, and two or three Pin-
nesses furnished of souldiers with thejn, put presently ouer towards the Fort, giuing order
for the rest of the Pinnesses to follow. And in our approch, some of the enemie bolder
then the rest, hauing stayed behinde their company, shot off two peeces of ordinance at vs:
but on shore wee went, and entred the place without finding any man there.

When the day appeared, we found it built all of timber, the walles being none other but
whole Mastes or bodies of trees set vp right and close together in maner of a pale, without
any ditch as yet made, but wholy intended with some more time; for they had not as yet
finished al their worke, hauing begunne the same some three or foure moneths before: so
as, to say the trueth, they had no reason to keepe it, being subiect both to fire, and casie
assault. '

The platforme whereon the ordinance lay, was whole bodies of long pine trees, whereof
there is great plentie, Jayd a crosse one on another, and some litle @arth amongst. There
were in it thirteene or fourteene great peeces of Brasse ordinance, and a chest vnbroken vp,
hauing in it the value of some two thousand pounds sterling by estimation of the kings trea-
sure, to pay the souldiers of that place, who were a hundred and fiftie men.

The Fort thus wonne, which they called 8. Iohns Fort, and the day opened, wee assayed
to goe to the towne, but could not by reason of some riuers and brcken ground which was
betweene the two places : and therefore being enforced to imbarke againe into our Pin-
nesses, wee went thither vpon the great maine river, which is called as also the Towne, by
the name of S. Augustin.

At our approching to Jand, there were some that began to shew themselues, and to bestow
some few shot vpon vs, but presently withdrew themselues. And in their running thus away,
the Sergeant Maior finding one of their horses rcady sadled and brideled, tooke the same to
follow the chase ; and so ouergoing all his company, was ( by one layd behind a bush) shotte *
through the head : and falling downe therewith, was by the same and two or three more,
stabbed in three or fouré places of his body with swords and daggers, before any could come
neere to his rescue. His death was much lamented, being in very deede an honest wise Gen-
tleman, and a souldier of good experience, and of as great courage as any man might be.

In this place called S. Augustin, we vnderstood the king did keepe, as is before said, one
hundred and fiftie souldiers, and at another place some dozen leagues beyond to the North-
wards, calltd S. Helena, he did there likewise keepe an hundred and fiftie more, seruing there
for no other purpose, then 1o keepe all other nations from inhabiting any part of all that
coast ; the gouernement whereof was committed to one Pedro Melendez Marquesse, nephew
to that Melendez the Admiral, who had ouerthrowen Master lohn Hawkins in the bay of
Mexico some seuenteen or eighteene yeeres agoe. This Gouernour had charge of both places,
but was at this time in this place, and one of the first that left the same.

Heere it was resolued in full assembly of Captaines, to vndertake the enterprise of S. He-
lena, and from thence to seeke out the inhabitation of our English countreymen in Virginia,
distant from thence some sixe degrees Northward.

VOL. Vs E When
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Sues Heeon. © 'When wee came thwart of S. Helena, the sholds appearing dangerous, and we having no
; Pilot to. vndertake the entrie, it was thought meetest to goe hence alongst, For the Admi-

~ rall had bene the same night in foure fadome and a halfe, three leagues from the shore : and
_yet-wee vnderstood by the helpe of a knowen Pilot, there may and doe goe in Ships of °
greater burthen and draught then aane had in our Fleete.

" ‘We passed thus alongst the coast hard aboord the shore, which is shallow for a league or
two from the shore, and the same is lowe and broken land for the most part.

The ninth of Iune vpon sight of one speciall great fire { which are very ordinarie all alongst
this coast, euen from the Cape of Florida hither) the Generall sent his Skiffe to the shore,
where they found some of our English countreymen (that had bene sent thither the yeere
before by Sir Walter Ralegh) and brought them aboord : by whose direction wee proceeded
along to the place which they make their Port. But some of our ships being of great dranght
vnable to enter, anchored without the harbour in a wilde roade at sea, about two miles from
shore. :

From whence the General wrote letters to master Ralfe Lane, being gouernour of those
English in Virginia, and then at his Fort about sixe ledgues from the Rode in an Islaud which

Roanosc, they call Roanoac, wherein especially he shewed how ready he was to supply his necessities
and wants, which he vnderstood of, by those he had first talked withall. .

The morow after, Master Lane himselfe and somie of his company comming vnto him, with
the consent of his captaines he gaue them the choice of two offers, that is to say : Either he
would leaue a ship, a pinnesse, and certaine boates with sufficient Masters and Mariners, to-
gether furnished with 2 moneths victuall, to stay and make farther discouery of the countre
and coastes, and so much victuall likewise as might be sufficient for the bringing of them all

. (being an hundred and three persons) into England, if they thought good after such time,
with any other thing they would desire, and that he might be able to spare.

: Or els if they thought they had made sufficient discouerie already, and did desire to re-
turne into England, he would giue them passage. But they, a4 it seemed, being desirous to
stay, accepted very thankefully and with great gladnesse, that which was offred first, Where-
upon the ship being appointed and receiued into charge by some of their owne company
sent into her by Master Lane, before they had receiued from the rest of the Fleete the pro-
uision appoynted them, there arose a great storme (which they sayd was extraordinary and
very strange) that lasted three dayes together, and put all our Fleete in great danger, to bee
driuen from their anchoring vpon the coast. For we brake many Cables, and lost many An-
chors: and some of our Fleete which had lost all (of which number was the ship appointed
for Master Lane and his company) was driuen to put to sea in great danger, in auoyding the
coast, and could neuer see vs againe vntill we mette in England. Many also of our small

" Pinnesses and boates were lost in.this storme. )

.+ Notwithstanding after all this, the Generall offred them (with consent of his Captaines)
an other ship with some prouision, although not suclea one for their turnes, as might haue
bene spared them before, this being vnable to be brought into their Harbour. Or els if the

 would, to giue them passage into England, although he knew we should performe ir wit
_ greater difficultie thea he might havne done before.

e : But Master Lane with those of the chiefest of his company which hee had then with him,
o considering what should he best for them to doe, made request vnto the General vnder their

hands, that they might haue passage for England : the which being graunted, and the rest sent
; for out of the countrey and shipped, we departed from that coast the 18, of Iune.
v And so, God bee thanked, both they and wee in good safetie arrined at Portesmouth the
w0028, of luly 1586. to the great glory '«:-ly God, and to no small honour to our Prince, our Coun-
.« .. grey, and our selues. - .

2. . The totall value of that which was gotten in this voyage is esteemed at three score thousand

pounds, whereof the companies which haue muellyc;- in the voyage were to haue twentie

‘thousand pounds, the aducnturers the other fortie, Of which twentie thousand pounds (as1

F

- can iudge) will redound some sixe pounds to the single share.

We
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We lost some seuen hundred and fiftie men in the va il parts of them o il
onely by sicknesse. yage three

The men of name that dyed and were slaine in this voyage, which I can presently call to
remembrance, are these.

¢ Captaine Powel. Captaine Bigges.
Captaine Varney. ag:inc Cci?lle.'
Captaine Moone, Captaine Hannam. .
Captaine Fortescue. Captaine Greenefield.
Thomas Tucker a Lieutenant. Master Nicholas Winter.
Alexander Starkey a Lieutenant. | | Master Alexander Carliell.
Master Escot a Lieutenant. Master Robert Alexander.
Master Waterhouse a Lieute- Master
nant. Master Iames Dier.
Master George Candish. Master Peter Duke.

With some other, whom for haste I 2annot suddenly thinke on.

The ordinance gotten of all.sorts Brasse and Iron, were about two hundred and forty
peeces, whereof the two hundred and some more were brasse, and were thus found and gotten.

At S.lago some two or three and fiftie peeces.

In S. Domingo about fourescore, whereof was very much great ordinance, as whole Can-
non, Demi-canon, Culuerins, and such like.

In Cartagena some sixtie and three peeces, and good storg likewise of the greater sort.

In the Fort of S. x::gustin were foureteene peeces.

The rest was Iron ordinance, of which the most part was gotten at S. Domingo, the rest at
Cartagena.

A relation of the ports, harbors, forts and cities in the West Indies which haue bene
surueied, edified, finished, made and mended, with those which haue bene build-
ed, in a certaine suruey by the king of Spaine his direction and commandement:
ﬁrsi'l?tcn by Baptista Antonio, surueyour in those parts for the said King. Anno

587.

Santa Marta.

Flrst Santa Marta the principall Citie of the Bishopricke or Dioces of the coast of TierraSsuMaa *®
firma, or the firme land, lieth in 10. degrees and 4, the city being situated vpon a sandy bay 010
adioyning vnto the sea side, conteineth in it about 30. housholds; all the houses being made balfe,
of canes, and couered ouer with Palmito trees, and some of them be couered with tyle.

They haue traffike with none, but with the Indians of the said country, which doe bring
vnto the citie for to sell earthen Pots and Pipkins, and Couerlits of Cotton wooll, and great .
earthen Iarres. Also they doe traflique to Cartagena. It is a countrey which hath but
small store of cattel, because it is all mountainous, and hath small store of people. There
is a very good harbour before the said towne, inuironed with mighty hils & great rocks,
which reach euen vnto the sea side, the which hie land doth reatly succour the harbour, as
also two Ilands which lie about % of a league on the North side: so that although they be
subiect to Easterly winds, and that with great stormes, yet they doe no great harme to goe
on land. }Vithin this Harbour there is a place which is called La Taldera, where in times
past they were woont to trimme and carene their Shippes. As teuching the Harbour, there
13 no cause to fortifie it, nor to make any account of it, by reason there is no trade nor traf-
fique to this place from any other places, according as I haue certified your Maiestie thereof.

And also because here are but few dwellers or inhabitants, and loosing euery day somanyas , =
it doeth, by reason that it is euery day robbed and spoyled by the enemie. But if your Ma- ;; Nous Hispe-
iestic would command that the fleete of Noua Hispania might direct their course to this Har- 5is by the way
bour being in their way, and here to water and refresh themselues, all the Pilotes doe sy lese subleet to
that the Fleete may proceede on their Voyage from this place, still going before the winde, S3¢= s C
and so goe to the éape of Saint Anthony thEchzlicth on the Iland of Cuba, and from thence

goe
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goe their direct course to Noua Hispania; and by this meanes the Fleete should haue no oc- '
casion to passe so many dangers as they doe, by reason of the Huricanos or stormy windes
which many times do come vpoo them, when they are vpon the coast of Hispaniola :
and this is the cause that there are so many ships cast away, as your Maiestie doeth well
know. . .

And as concerning this course according as I haue certified your Maiestie, they shall come
into no danger at all, nor shall make any further way about ; so by this meanes both the
Fleetes may come from Spaine in company, and then come to S. Marta, and the Fleete of
Noua Hispania may come into this Harbour, and the Fleete which doeth goe vnto the firme
land, may goe directly to Cartagena as they doe. Then your Maiestie may send to fortifie the
said Harbour, and the fortification must be thus: That on the morro or mount which is in the
entring in of the said harbour, there be built a litle Fort, and so to plant some small quan-
titie of ordinance. And hard by on the South side, there to build a litle Towre, and another
Sconce, where wee may plant some more ordinance. So by this meanes not onely theShippes
may ride heere in securitie, but also it will bee a defegce for those which dwell {;eere in the
Towne: and the better to effect this purpose, there is hard by the Towne great store of
Lyme, Stone, Sande, and Tymber, if occasion should serue. °

Cartagena.

CArtagena is a Citie, and the principall place of the Bishopricke; it lyeth fourtie leagues
ww- from Santa Marta : it standeth in scant 11, degrees.  The sayd Citie is situated vpon a sandy
s it banke or bay like vnto an lland«: it hath about 450. dwellers thercin. There are very faire
buildings therein : as concerning their houses, they are made of stone, and there are three
Monasteries, of which two of them are of Friers which are within the city, the one called
Santo Domingo, and the other called Santo Augustin, and the other which is called Saint
Francis, which standeth without the citie about 30. paces off.  And for to goe vnto the said
Frierie, you must goe vpon a Causey made of stone, and water on both sides.  This citie hath
glrcat trade out of Spaine, and out of the new kingdome of Granada, and out of the Ilands
ere adioynming, from Peru, and from all the coast of this firme land, and of the fishing of the
earles of Rio de la Hacha, and of Margarita : it isa very sound countrey.

This Citie hath a very good Harbour, and sufficient to receiue great store of Ships: this
said harbour hath two entrances in, the one of them lyeth halfc a league from the Citie,
where all the Ships doe enter into the sayd Harbour : the mouth or entring in of the sayde
Harbour i1 1400. yardes or paces in bredth, and very deepe water The other entring 1n
which is called La boca chica, or litle mouth, lyeth a league beyond this place to the west-
wards. It is 900. yards in bredth, and in the entring in thercof therelieth a channel in the
midst of it, which is 200. yards broad, and 20. or 15. fadome water, some pigces more, some

" lesse. And to enter into the Harbour you must go through this channel, and the land doth
double in and out. And at the entring in of the sayde*Harbour, after you haue past this Chan-
nell, yousmust beare vp to the shoareward neere vato the Iland df Cares, and looke how
much is ouerplus more than the two hundred yardes of the Channell, all the rest are cettaine
Jedges of Rockes, couered with two or three foote water vpon the toppe of them, some places
more, and some lesse. So the ships which must enter in at,the mouth, must bring very
good Pilots with them, which must be very skilfull : yet all this will not serue, but they
must carry their Boate before, and sound with their Lead to know where the best place of
the Channell lyeth for them to goe in, so it will be small hinderance to any shippe that
shall enter, neither yet danger at all of sinking.

There are three lP es about the sayde Citie, where the enemie may give an attempt by

Praacis Dnabe, Land. The one of them is where the enemie did enterin and landed, which is a sandy Bay,
and on the one side of the Bay is the Sea, and on the other side a great Lake which goeth
towards the Harbour. The sandy bay or banke, on the one side is 500. yardes broad, all
sandy ground without any trees. So that the enemie which giueth the assault in this place
must bee constrayned to march all alongst this sandie Bay, the enemie lying open these 500,

yardes,

¢
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"yardes, which reach vntill you doe come to the trench: And on the backside other 500,
yardes, till you doe come vnto the Citie.

The sayde sandie bay or banke is 130. yardes broad, where the trench is builded. And in
this place this Citie hath bene ftaken by the enemie twise. Wherefore heere wee haue driuen
in a great many of woodden stakes, which goe downe into the sea 50. yardes deepe : and this wee
haue done, because this is a very dangerous and filthy coast. And below in the bottome of
the Valley there we haue builded 2 little Sconce, where we may plant 3. or 4. pegces of or-
dinance. And likewise w&e haue made a deepe ditch, which doeth answere to both parts of
the sea ; so on this side the Citie is very strong and sufficient. For this was the place where-
of the Citizens were most afrayde.

The other entring is lower downe by the sayde sandy Bay, which is called Cienaga, or The
fenne del Roreado. This is another place which is on the sayd sandy bay, which is 300.
yardes broad from the one place downe to the sea. And on the other side there lyeth the
Cienaga, which is a certaine plat of ground that is ouerflowen with water all the yeere long.
So that the enemie which shall come thig way to winne the Citie, must come marching ouer
land a good way vpon a sandie banke or Bay, where the Sea lyeth on the one side, and a
groue or boske of wood on the dther side, and through a plat of ground which is ouerflowen
with water, but not all couered. So in this place wee haue made a Fort or Sconce with cer-
taine Flanckers belonging therunto. And I-haue caused a deepe ditch to be digged of 60.
foote in bredth, so that the Sea doeth come to that plat or place which is ouerflowen. And
in this order we haue stopt this passage so that the Citie standeth in maner like vnto an Iland.
There is 2600. yardes distance from this place to the other trénch where the enemie Francis
Drake did land last.

The entring in of this Harbour is by the bridge and Causey whichdoeth goe from the Citie to
S. Francis; the sayd Causey is 300. yardes in length, and 12. yardes in bredth; and the water1s
on both the sides of the saide Causey: so this is the strongest place of all’the rest of the three
places  Also in this place there is order taken to make a draw bridge, and vpon the top of
the said bridge to build a platforme, and plant ordinance vpon it: and on both sides of the
bridge there are certaine trenches made, where our men may be close kept.

At the point of this land called ycacos, which is in the entring in of the harbour towards
S. Anna, we haue made a Fort of timber fouresquare of 300. foote euery way, and trencht,
where wee may plant 15. or 16. peeces of ordinance, and keepe 50. men in garison, and be-
hinde the bourdes on the backside of the timbery, a Barricado of earth or mudde wall being
foure foote in thicknesse, and behinde the mud-wall sand : so this Fort will bee of great im-
portance for safegard of this Harbour, because all the Shippes which doe enter into this
Harbour doe come close to this place where it is strongest, so that sometimes one may cast
a stone into the sbips when they are comming in : and when any ship of warre or Pirate will
giue any attempt to enter into this Harbour, there is order giuen that the two galleys shall The gallses of
go forth, and put themselues behinde the Fort with their prows to the sea, and so shooting at Canagen.
their enemies in the forepart of theship, and then the Fort answering likewise with their
ordinance at the side of the shippe, and at their tackling, so the enemie being in the Harbour
all vnrigged, they must of necessitie be constrained to lye houering within the Harbour, or
el they must driue vpon the rockes called the Ismo, or els vpon those rocks which are couered
with the sea at the Iland of Cares. .

And put case that in this place, we can doe no good by this meaneg, and that the enemie will
venture to come in with their long boates & Pinnesses through this narrow mouth ; then we
are to haue in a readinesse 4. Frigats to ayde and helpe the gallies, & torow with oares, and
&0 to go to the narrow mouth, and there to stay in the channell. And forasmuch as the entring
in is so dangerous, according as I haue certified your Maiestie, there can no ship come into
this harbour, but we must needes sinke them; so that these defences shall not onely bee
annoyance to the enemie, but also animate and encourage the inhabitants of this citie: for

they haue beene and are in such feare of the enemie, and Pirates, that if wee had not made
these
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these fortifications, strengthened the citie in this order, and put some souldiers in garison,
the citizens would haue fledde, and forsaken this citie : for all the perswasions made to them
by the governour coulde not perswade them to the contrary, but they would bee gone, if it
had not beene for this fortification, and yet for all this wee haue much to doe to make
them to stay here: so nowe by reason of these souldiery which shall come hither, the
people of the citie haue taken heart of grasse: so I haue tolde them that your maies-
tie will command that this citie and the Harbour shall be better fortified and made stronger,
and all this which I haue caused to be builded, is with that money"which I haue borowed of
the citizens. :

As touching the safegard and defence of this harbour, if your maiestie so please, here
may we builde a very faire and strong castle with foure bulwarks, on the poynt of the
Ycacos which doth lie on the gide where the citie is builded, because all the shippes which
doe come to this harbour, must come close abord this shore, so neere, that wee may cast a
stone into them, and so ouertake any ship. So likewise if the shippes will goe on the other
shore, then they doe goein greater danger, because pf those shoalds and ledges of rockes, and
so are often cast away. And forasmuch as those ships which here doe arrive are brought
hither by Easterly winds, and sometimes with those winds which come out from the sea,
and therefore perforce must giue a good birth off, otherwise they cannot enter into this
harbour, therefore of necessity they must come 8o close to the shore: And on the other
side where the Island of Cares standeth, there may wee Luilde another tower foure-square,
and plant some foure or fiue pieces of ordinance, and this will serue for the night, if occa-
sion be offered that any small shippe or barke should:come in here, or any pinnecsse in the
night, to doe any harme, or to attempt to burne any Fleete which shoulde ride here at an
pnker within this harbour: so the fort beeing on the one side, and the tower on the other
pide, keeping good watch, there can no shippe nor barke come into this harbour, but they
will bee espied.  °

In the narrow mouth at the entring in the other wav towardes the Island of Cares, where
the channell doth runne neere the shore, as I haue already certified your maiestie, there
may another castle be made, and there foure or fine pieces of ordinance planted, and some

1sixe or eight men to keepe watch and ward: this being done, your maiestie shall haue this

citie very well fortified, by reason it is of such importance for the seruice of your maiestie,
and the trade of all Spaine and Pern, and all the Indies: for this is the principall fort of all
this countrey.

Ouer against this point of the Ycacos, in the Isle of Cares, hard by the water side, there
are great store of stones, free stones, and other stones to make lyme, and wood to burne
the stones withall for the lyme, and great part of the stones doe lie about the water: so the
wood will cost but the cutting of it downe, and the working of it, and with little paines
taking it will bee brought to good perfection, for wee haue already made triall thereof, for
there was neuer building that went to decay after it hath bene made, nor perished by the
gea: so the charge hereof will be but litle or nothing. ’

And for to put this in practise to build a fort, it is needefull that your maiestie should
send hither and to many other places, where any fort shall bee made, some store of Negros,
and to this place would be sent 150 Negros brought from Guyney: and if the Negros of
Hauana are not to beec imployed there, nor those which are in Sant Iuan de Vllua, it may
please your maiestie to cquse them to bee sent for to this place, for most of them be artificers,
some masons, bricklayers, smithes and sawyers, and to send some masons from Spaine to
teach our men these occupations, And after these fortifications are ended and all furnished,
then the Negros may be solde to great profit, for a Negro that is of any occupation is sold
here for 600. and 70(), pezos.

Nombre de Dios .

NOmbre de Dios is builded vpon a sandy Bay hard by the sea side, it is a citie of some
thirtie housholdes or inhabitants: their houses are builded of timber, and most of the people

which
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‘which are there be foreiners, they are there to day and gone to morrow: it is full of woods
and some glaces of the land are ouerflowen with water continually by reason of much raine
which doth fall vpon the hils. It is a very bad harbour, neither is there any good water:
and it is subiect to Northerly Winds and Easterly windes, which continually doe blow vpon
this coast: many of the great-ships which doe come to this place doe vnlade halfe their
commodities betweene the two ledges of rockes, for that there is but little water in the har-
bour: and after that a ship hath vnladen halfe uf her goods, then shee goeth to the second rocke,
as it doth appeare by the platforme, but the small ships come neere vnto another rocke on
the West side. If the winde chance to come to the North and Northwest, and that it ouerblowe,
then such great ships as then be in the roade must of force more themselues with sixe cables
a head, especially in a storme, and yet neuerthelesse sometimes they are driuen ashore and
so cast away, and all because they dare not vier cable ynough, because of so many shelues
and rockes which are in both those places: also the shippes doe roule very much in the harbour,
by reason in foule weather the Sea will bee mightily growen, which is the cause that their
cables do oftentimes breake, and their guthers are vnhanged, the cause thereof is by reason
the shippes doe ride but in little water, yet goeth there a great sea.

The citie is builded and situated very well if it were a good harbour, it standeth vpon the
Eastside vpon a roche where they may builde a very good forf, according to the platforme
for the safegard of this harbour: i‘;ut seeing it is but a bad hauen and shallow water, there-
fore 1 doe thinke that it is not needefull for your maiestie to be at any charges n fortifying
that place, but oncly a trench to be made of earth or clay, so that these townesmen may
defend themsclues from danger of 3. or 4. ships, =

The citic of Panama i4 eighteene leagues from Nombre de Dios, the wayes are exceeding
bad thitherwards; yet notwithstanding all the siluer is brought this way to Nombre de Dios,
as well your maiesties treasure as other marchandize; so likewise the most part of those
commodities which are caried to Peru, and the rest of the marchandize are carried to the
riner of Chagre which is some 18 Jeagues from this citie and it is brought vp by this river
within fiue leagues of Panama vnto an Inne or lodge called Venta de Cruzes, and from this
place afterwards they are transported to Panama vpon Mules. The high way which gocth
from Nombre de Dios to Panama may be very wel mended, only te remooue this way and

to atop it quite vp, and so to make it againe vpon the side of a mountaine, This citic lieth Nembre de Dias
i ¥ . . A . . i 4 n g, deg and
in nine degrees and one tierce, and if your maiestie will giue order that this citie should be

plucked downe and newly builded againe in Puerto Bello, then you are to make a new wa
through the mountaines of Capira, by reason it may not be frequented and because the high
wayes are very bad: with little charges they may be broken and so shut vp, and the cha-
nell of this harbour may bee stopt with the timber of those old ships which are laid vp here
euery yeere, and then afterwards may be cast a great number of stones into the same, and
so by this meanes to damme vp the harbour: and here is great want of stones to hallast the
shippes: wherefore they are faine to goe toan Island three leagues from Cartagena called Isla
de los Bastimentos, and this is a thing very needefull for this Countrey, as by experience I
haue séene.

& Puerto Bello.

PVerto Bello lieth fiue Jeagues from Nombre de Dios Westward I¥is a very good harbour
and sufficient to receiue great store of ships, and hath very good ankering, and fresh water
for neere the shore you shall find some sixe fathome water, and in the middest of the same
harbour you shall find twelue fathome, very good and cleane ground or sand, without eyther
banks or rockes. There are twelue small riuers or brookes of water which doe belong to this
harbour, and so doe meete all together: so that the fleete may at all times prouide themselues of
fresh water so much as shall serne their turnes. And likewise there is in this place great store
of timber to build shippes, and stones to ballast shippes. Also the harbour hath no danger at
all in comming in, but onely when the wind is Westerly, which is seldome seene vpon
this coast. The windes which doe most blowe vpon this coast are Nartherly mmie::i

an

onc tieree.
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and they are more dangerous and hurtfull then the Easterly windes are. Within this har-
bour there lieth a small creeke safe from all winds that can blow. This creek is about fiue
bundred yards long, and so many in breadth, and in the entring in of this creekes mouth 1t is
some 300. yardes broad, and foure fathome and a halfe of whter: and entring farther in, sixe
fathome, all oaze and muddie ground : so that il a ship #hould chance to strike or come
aground, shee could take no harme being soft oaze; also it doth ebbe and flow according as I
haue cergjfied your maiestie already. :

And likewise the comming in and going out of this harbour is very good: and with all

kinde of weather a shippe may set saile from this place except with a- Westerly wind : and all
this coast is very cleane where a shippe at all times may come to anker without the harbours
mouth. This harbour is inuironed round about with woods : and at the ende of this harbour
there is certaine land which is ouerflowen with water: it may bee easily dryed vp and
walled round about, so this land will serue very well to feede cattell. For that is the chiefest
thing which doth belong to any citie or towne, and of this pasture ground there is great want
in Nombre de Dios, for there is no pasture at all to breede cattell, for all kinde of flesh which
is spent in this place is brought from Panama: so towards the South there is a very good
place, where the citie may bee newe built on a certaine plaine ground which lieth at the foot
of certaine mountaines, which bee not very high ; and in this place there runne three little
riuers of fresh water very sweete and good, and here is good arable ground to till and to
sow Maiz and other kinds of graine. Also in this circuite there are great stones to make lyme,
and these stones must needes prooue very good as I dae thinke, but we neuer had any triall
thereof. ’
~ This harbour hath all things necessary to builde a citie, where your maiestie may haue your
larmies and fleetes of shippes to ride at an anker in safetie without danger of loosing : and it
is 2 very healthful gountrey, and where the citie shall be builded it is all stony ground: and
forasmuch as the raine water which doth fall from the mountaines may doe hurt vnto the citie,
there at the foote of the mountaine wee will make a great pond to receiue in all the water
which doth fall from the mountaines, and so from thence to goe into the sca, a8 more at large
your maiestiec may see by my platforme.

If it would please your maiestie, it were good that the citie of Nombre de Dios might bee
brought and builded in this harbour: it would not bee very chargeable vnto the citizens by rea-
son that all their houses are made of timber, and they may benefite themselues with the
same againe, and likewise with the tyles of their houses: the greatest charge will bee to land
timber and to cut downe the mountaine of wood.

If it please your maiestie that the sayd citie of Nombre de Dios should bee builded in this
harbour the first thing which must be finished is to make vp this high way, and so to pull
downe the Church whichis in Nombre Dios, and the Contractation house, and so newe build it
in this harbour : and then to command all the fleetes of shippes from time to time to come and
vnlade their goods in this said Puerto Bello: And that those marchants and factors of Spaine
which dte lygers in Panama and Nombre de Dios, shall come to this harbour and builde anew
their warehouses for receining of their goods. So by these meanes in short time it will be
greatly inhabited with people: also the fleete shall not passe so many dangers as they dayly
doe in Nombre de Dios : neither will there so many people dic as there dayly doe in Nombre
de Dios: and the caule thereof is, that those labouring men which doe vse to vnlade those
marchandize, are all the whole day wading in the water vp to the armepits to bring the
packs of cloth and other commodities aland ; for there is no landing place where there can

-come any boates to land any goods close to the shore, so this wading and the parching of the
Sunne is the cause why so many doe dye of a burning fener. There are but 60. dwelling

“houses in Nombre de Dios, and but thirtie dwellers which doe continually dwell there, and the

rest doe goe to Panama after the fieete is gone, and then this Towne doeth remayne desolate,
euery man forsaking it because it is so full of diseases. '

In the entring in of this harbour for the more securitie thereof and"defence of the towne it

is needefull to build vpon the toppe of the mount which lyeth to the Northward, a little fort
s fouresquare
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fouresquare that will hold foure or fiue pieces of ordinance, and to appoynt sixe men to watch
and ward; and this beeing done wee shall haue no occasion to make any more defence, by rea-
son the countrey is full of rocks and filthy wayes, and all full of woods round about the har-
bour.
And 8o likewise on the othév side to builde a little tower in maner of a fort, with eight
pieces of ordinance and fiue and twentie souldiers to keepe it. And this will bee of more im-
ce because it must be builded on the towne side. And a little beyond this place on the
orthside there lyeth a créeke, where there isa very good ankering in eight fathonfe water: so
this fort beeing builded in this place it will defend the harbour and offend the enemy : and
will defend the coast along and a poynt of the land which doth runne from the East to the
West, and reacheth to the Iland of Buena Ventura. And put case that the fort which isbuilded
on the other side doth decay, or be taken by the enemy, with this other fort wee may defend
the citie very well, if the enemy should chance to come into the harbour, and bee succoured
and holpen by the citizens, and twenty musketters being planted vpon a mount which lieth
ouer the fort, will bee sufficient to defende vs from a good many of our enemies, that shoulde
come to assault vs, because all the countrey is full of rockes and stones, and full of mountaines.
So from this wood there may a way be made to goe to the citie, and to ioyne with that way
which shall goe to Panama; and this may bee done with small charges. This harbourdoth
lie in nine degrees and one tierce, and if o¢casion shoulde serue wee may stop vp the way
which doth goe to Capira, and the rest of the wayes which goe from Nombre de Diosto Venta
de Cruzes, according as 1t is certified me by the Negros called Simerons; for they told me
that this way would not bee very troublesome. Although in the Winter it is reported that
here is good store of water in this F]ace, which in the Sommer is all dryed vp, and where
these waters are, there we may builde a causey, to which purpose there are great quantities
of stones and timber very seruiceable: so this way may bee made with that treasure which
your maiestie doeth recelue 8f the auerages and customes of Nombre®de Dios and Panama,
which doth amount vnto twelue or foureteene thousand pezos yeerely: and an order might

be taken for the same, that the sayd money may serue for the building and reparing of these
wayes.

Panama.

PAnama is the principall citie of this Dioces: it lieth 18. leagues from Nombre de Dios on
the South sea, and standeth in 9. degrees. There are 3. Monasteries in this said city of fryers,
the one is of Dominicks, the other is of Augustines, and the third is of S. Francis fryers:
also there is a College of lesuits, and the rovall audience or chancery is kept in this citie.

This citie is situated hard by the sea side on a sandy bay : the one side of this citie is en-
uironed with the sea, and on the other side it is enclosed with an arme of the sea which run-
neth vp into the land 1000 yards.

This citie hath three hundred and fiftie houses, all built of timber, and there are sixe hun-
dred dwellers and eight *hundred souldiers with the townesmen, and foure hundred Negros
of Guyney, and some of them are freemen: and there 1s another towne which is called Santa
Cruz la Real of Negros Simcrons, and most of them are imployed in your maiesties seruice,
and they are 100. in number, gnd this towne 1s a league from this citie vpon a great riuers
side, which is a league from the sea right ouer against the harbourof Pericos. But there is
no trust not confidence in any of these Negros, and therefore we mypist take heede and beware
of them, for they are our mortall enemies.

There are three sundry wayes to come to this citie, besides the sea, where the enemy may
assault vs. The onei» at the bridge which is builded vpon the riuer: and on the one side
of this, therc lieth a creche : so on this side the citie is very strong, because it is all soft muddie
ground, for in no way they vannot goc vpon it. And right ouer against it there lieth a river
which is in maner like vnto a ditch or moate; and on the other side of the Riuer there lieth

a great Lake or Pondv which is full of water all the Winter, and part of the Semmer, so that
VOL. IV, F on
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on this side the city is very strong, for with very small store of souldiers this place might
bee kept verie well.

Thebetwayto  The greatest danger for the surprising of this citie is the way that doth come from Nombre

uke Paamt  de Dios: for all this way is playne ground and no woods: anpd 2000 yardes from this citie
there lieth a riner called Lauanderas, where ihe women doe vge to wash their linnen : and this
riuer doth goe into the crecke, dccording as I haue certified your maiestie: and being once
past this riuer, there is a causey which goeth directly vnto them. The other way which doth
go towards< the citie is lower downe towards the sea at a stone bridge lying vpon the way

Perico. which goeth to the harbour of Perico. These two wayes cannot be kept nor resisted, because
it is all plaine ground and medowes.

Vpon the East side of this citie there are your maiesties royall houses builded vpon a rocke
ioining hard to the Sea side, and they doe as well leane towards the sea as the land. The
royall audience or chancerie is kept here in these houses, and likewise the prison. Ard in
this place all your maiesties treasure is kept  There dwelleth in these houses your maiesties
Treasurer, the Lord President, and 3 Iudges, and master Atturncy. All these doe dwell in
these houses, and the rest of your maiesties officers: which are sixe houses besides those of
the Lord President, the which are all dwelling houses, and -all adioining together one by
another along vpon the rockes. And they are builded all of timber and bourdes, as the other
houses are. So where the privon standeth and the great hall, these two places may bee very
well fortified, because they serue so fitly for the purpose, by reason they are huilded towardes
the sea, and that there lye certaine small rocks, which at a lowe water are all discouered and

An ltland in the drie, and some of them are seene at a high water. Right ouer these houses to the Lastwardes

harbour of Pa- there lyeth an Island about fine hundred yardes from these houses, and the Island is in forme
of 3 haife moone; and in this order it runneth all alongst very neere the maine land: so
ouer against these houses there lyeth the harbour where all the shippes doe vse to ride at an
anker, after that they haue discharged and vnladen their marchandize. For when they baue
their lading aboord, there can come in none but small Barkes, and at a lowe water the
shippes are all aground and drie, and so is all the space somc thirtie yardes from those houses
Right ouer against them standeth the citie

When newes were brought to this citie of those Pirates which were come vpon this coast,
the Lord President and Iudges commanded that there should a sconce bee made, and trenched
round about, made all of timber for the defence of this citic against the enemie,and to keepe

Puces good to  YOUr maiestics treasure.  So your officers caused Venta de Cruzes to be fortified, and like-
Jand in. wise Chagre, and Quebrada, and fortified the garrison of Ballano: for all these are places
where the enemy may land, and by this meanes spoyle all this countrey.

There are threc sundry places where this citie may without difficulty be taken, and spoyled

Ylice. omn. DY the Pirates. The first is on the North seas in a certaine place which Iyeth foureteene
hama. * leagues from Nombre de Dios, the place is called Aele to the Eastwards, where once before
a. Place. certaine men of warre haue entred into those seas The other place is Nombre de Dios,
althoughe this is a bad place and naughtie wayes, and full of waters and a very dirtie way : for
three partes of the yeere the countrey people doe trauel vpon those waters, and an other
very badde way, which is the going vp of certaine rockes and mountaines which they must
climbe, called the mountaines of Capira, which are of height three quarters of a league, so
in this place with very small store of souldiers wee can defénd our selues from the fury of
the enemie, o these dwellers doe say that in Sommer the wayes are very good without cithe

dirt or water.
5- Place. The other entrance is vp the river of Chagre, which riuers mouth lyeth eighteene leagues
from Nombre de Dios to the Westwards falling into the North sea, and this is the place which
Theplsceof  the citizens of Panama doe most feare, for they may come vp this riuer to Venta de Cruzes,
e Eogen. and so from thence march to this citie, which is but fiue leagues ofl.  So vp this riuer there
goe boates and barkes which doe carry 320. Quintals waight. These are they which carry
the most part of the marchandize which doe come from Spainegto be transported to
Peru,
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Pery, and from Venta de Cruzes it is carried to Limaret which is three leagues off that place,
and the dwellers doe report that it is a very good way: "and if any men of warre will attempt
to come into these seas, they may very casily come vp this riuer as farre as Venta de Cruzes,
and from thence march vnto this citie, and if the enemy will, they may bring their pinnesses,
ready made in foure quarters, ind so taken in sunder, may afterwards set them together
againe: as it is reported that Francis Drake hath vsed it once before when he came that voy-
age; and so he may attempt vs both by sea and land. And forasmuch as the most part of
these people are marchants, they will not fight, but onely keepe their owne personsin safetie,
and saue their goods ; as it hath bene sene heretofore in other places of these Indies.

So if it will please your maiesty to cause these houses to bee strongly fortified, consider-
ing it standeth in a very good place, and if any sudden alarms shoulde happen, then the
citizens with their goods may get themselues to this place, and so escape the terrour of the
enemy : and so this will be a good securitie for all the treasure which doth come from Peru.
So all the Pirats and rebels, which haue robbed in these parts, haue gone about what they can
to stoppe this passage, and so by this meanes to stoppe the trade of Spaine, and to set soul-
diers in this place, for to intercept and take your maiesties treasure, whereby none might be
caried into Spaine. Therefore it behooueth your maiestie to fortifie these places very strongly.

These places being fortified in this maner, your maiesty shal haue al your gold and siluer
brought home in safetie which commeth from Peru. And all those commodities which are
laden in Spaine may come safe to this place. And if perchance any rebels should rise in
thesc parts, which would rebel against your maiestie, which God forbid, & if they should
chice to ioyn with ahy of these pirats, hauing this place so wel fortified, & Puerto Bello in
¥ North parts, & so to send some garrison your maiestie needs not to feare: for here in this
harbor are alwayes 10 or 12 barks of 60 or 50 tunnes apiece, which do belong to this harbor.
So if any of these places shalbe intercepted, thé your maiestie hath no other place fitter then
this to land your maiesties souldiers, for then they haue but 18. leaguesto march by land, &
presently they may be shipped to supply these places which shal stand in most need of
them. In al the coast of Peru there is no harbour that hath any shipping but onely this
place, and the citie of Lima, where there are some ships and barks. The harbour being thus
open without any defence, a man of war may very casily come to this place, as I haue certi-
fied your maiestic, thorow the streits of Magellane, & arriue at that instant, when those barks,
do come from Peru with your maiesties gold & siluer, for sometimes they bring 5 or 6 mil-
hons in those barks; so the enemy may come and take al their treasure, & not leese one
man, because here is not one man to resist him, therefore this place being thus fortified, the
trcasure may be hept in the fort. There is a trench made round about your maiesties houses
which are builded of timber: the President and udges did cause it to be made, for that here
was newes brought that there were certaine men of warre, & pirats coming for these parts.
So this trench is thus maintained vntil such time as your maiesties pleasure is to the contrary,
& in such wise that your souldiers may fight lying behind the trench: so there is order given
to build a platforme vport the plaine ground, and so to plant such ordinance in those places,
as shall be thought most conuenient

If it wil please your maiestie, here we may make a sconce or fort toward the land side, &
so trench it round about and build it with stone, because here is a place and al things readie for
the same purpose; and by this meanes the citic would be securely kept: as for the sea there
15 no danger at al, by rcason that the water doth ebbe & flow twise a day, and then when it
is ebbing water it wil be al ozy & muddy ground and rocks, so that in no wise at a low water
the enemy can wade ouer the mud to come to this city, and it rcacheth from the Island til
yeu come to the bridge called Paita. Two leagues from this city there lieth a harbor called
Perico downe to the Westward: this is a very sure harbor by reason of 3. Is'ands which do
joyne in maner of a halfe moone, they lie halfe a league from the maine, the Islands do enclose
the harbor round about, the harbor is a very high land, & the llands are but reasonable high,
there is good store of Jresh water: also there hath ncuer any ship bene cast away in this
harbour, for there is 7. fathome water at ful sea, and 3 or 4 {athome at lower water, and verﬂ
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good ground for their ankering, and when they will trimme their ships they may hale them
ashore, All those ships and barks which come from Peru with gold, siluer or any other kind
of commodities, do first come to an anker in this harbour, and if they haue a contrary wea-
ther they cannot come into the harbour of Panama; and for so much as the harbour hath no
defence’ for the safegard of the ships, if a man of warre should chance to come into the
o, harbour, all the barks with the treasure may be very casily taken. And likewise these barks
& ships which do nauigate in the South seas carrie not so much as one piece of ordinance or
a rapier todefend them withall. From this place to Venta de Cruzes is not passing 5 Icagues;
so that if any pinnesse should happen toarriue there, no doubt but they might robbe and take
al your treasure which is in those barks, by reason that {rom the shore they cannot be rescued
nor holpen, because it is an Island and refuge for all ships and barks, If 1t would please
your maiestie here might some fort or defence bee made in the middlemost Island, and some
ordinance planted, and this might bee made with little charges, because in the said Island
there are all kinde of necessaries fit for that purpose, so by this meanes your maiestie may
haue both the harbour and the citie very well kept.
Arewwayints And likewise there is another entring into the South sea which is called the riuer of Fran-
*  cisca, which lieth on this side of the Cabega de Catiua, and this riuer doth come into another
riuer which is called Caracol, and is fiue leagues from this citie ; and once before these Sime-
rons brought into this place certaine Frenchmen.

The riuer of Chagre.

THe riuer of Chagre lieth in 9. degrees and one tierce. The mouth of this riuer is in the
h’“:& ha "~ North seas 18. leagues from Nombre de Dios, and 13. leagues from Puerto Bello: there is
good gramnd or  caryed vp this riuer certaine quantitie of those merchandize which are vnladen at Nombre de
;‘“;""P‘“" coun- Iyiog which come from Spaine. From the mouth of this riucr to Venta de Cruzes are eigh-

teene leagues. From this place where the barkes vnlade their commodities, they are carried
on mules to Panama, which is but fiue leagues off from this place.

This river hath great store of water in the Winter. And the barkes which belong to this
riuer are commonly of 320. Quintals that is of 16. tunnes in burthen: but in the Summer
there is but small store of water: so then the barkes haue much to doe to get vp this riuer:
and in many places these barkes are constrained to vnlade their commodities ; and are drawen
by mens strength and force a good way vp the river, and therefore if it would please your
maiestie to command that all those goods may bee first vnladen in Puerto Bello, and there to
build a litle castle in the mouth of the said riuer, and at the foote of the castle to build a store-
house to vnlade and keepe all the sayd goods, and there to build other barks of lesse burthen :
then these would serue for Sommer, and the great barks for the Winter.

If it would please your maiestic, there might a very good high way be made on the one
side of the riuer, and so they might bee towed, for it may bee made and not with much cost
because it is all plaine ground, and there is growing vpon the sayd riuer great store of timber
and trees which doe lie ouerthwart the said Riuer ; so that they are very cumbersome and
great annoiance vnto the said boates, aswell those that go vp the said Riuer, as also that doe
come downe the said Riuer.

And therefore if it might please your maiestie to command, that Puerto bello might be in-
habited, and the towne made necrer the Riuers side, euery’ thing would be a great deale
better cheape, if the commodities were caried vp the Riuer: for it is a great danger to car
them vp by land, for it is daily seene that the mules do many times fall and breake their
neckes with their lading vpon their backs, as well the treasure as other kinde of commaodities,
because itis such a bad way. And your maiestie might be at this charges and spend your re-
wenewes of Nombre de Dios and Panama, which do yerely yield 12 or 14 thousand pezos, &
this being once done it wonld be a great ayd and benefit to those, which doe trade and trafficke,
and to those merchantes which doe send their goods ouer-land, and ease them much of paine
and purse, because the other is a most filthy way, as any is in the world,

A briefe
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A briefe remembrance of a voyage made in the yeere 1589 by William Michelson
Captaine, and William Mace of Ratcliffe, Master of a ship called the Dogge, to
the Bay of Mexico in the West India.

Tlle aforesaide ship called the Dogge, of the burthen of threescore and ten tunnes was
furnished, and armed forth withlthe number of fortie men : it departed from the coast of
England in the moneth of May, directly for the West India: It fell with the Bay of Mexico,
and there met with diuers Spanish ships at sundry times, whereof three fel into her lapse and
were forced to yeeld vnto the mercie of the English: the last that they met withifl the Bay
was a Spanish man of warre, whom the English chased, and after three seuerall fightes, vpon
three diuers dayes, pressed him so farre that he entreated a parle, by putting out a flagge of
truce : the parle was granted, and certaine of the Spaniards came aboord the English. Where
after conference about those matters that had passed in the fight betwixt them, they receiued
reasonable intertainement and a quict farewell. The Spanish, as if they had ment to requite
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the English courtesie, inuited our men to their shippe, who perswading themselues of spanib tresson.

good meaning of the Spanish, went aboord: but honest and friendly dealing was not their
purpose, suddenly they assaulted our men, and one with a dagger stabde Roger Kingsnod the
English Pilote to the heart and slewe him, and others were serued with the like sauce, onely
William Mace the Master & others, notwithstanding al the prepared trappes of the enemic,
lept ouerboord into the sea, and so came safe to their own ship : and directing his course for
England, arrived at Plimouth the tenth day of September, 1589, laden with wines, yron,
Roans, which is a kinde of linnen cloth, and other rich commodities, looking for the arriuall
of the rest of his condorts, whereof one and the principall hath mot long since obtained his Port.
Thus much in generall termes onely I haue as yet learned, and receiued touching this voy-
age, extracted out of letters sent from the aforesaid William Mace, to Master Edward
Wilkinson of Towre-hill in London. My principall intention by this example is to
admonish our nation of circumspection in dealing with that subtill effemie, and neuer to
trust the Spanish further, then that their owne strength shall be able to master them: for

otherwise whosoeuer shall through simplicitie trust their curtesie, shall by tryall taste of their
assured crueltie,

CERTAINE SPANISH LETTERS

INTERCEPTED BY SHIPPES OF THFE WORSHIPFULL MASTER IOHN WATTES WRITTEN FROM
DIUERSE PLACES OF' THE ISLANDES AND OF THE MAINE LAND A WELL OF NUEUA
ESPANNA, AS OF TIFERRA FIRMA AND PERU, CONTAINING MANY SECRETS TOUCHING THE

AFORESAID COUNTREYS, AND THE STATE OF THE SOUTH SEA, AND THE TRADE ToO
THE PHILIPPINAS.

A leter sent from Hauana in Cuba from the general of the figete Iohn de Orimo

to the king of Spaine the 18 of October 1590, touching the building of certaine
excellent Frigats, &c.

IT may please your maiestie that at the date hereof one of the Frigates was lanched : and
three more will be ready against the fleete depart from hence. They are very bigge and ex-
cellent of sayle, which will carie 150 men a piece with souldiers and mariners. And hauing
good ordinance, there are fewe or none of our enemies that can offend vs. For wee shall
both leaue and take at all times when we list.  But it behooueth your maiestie to sendhl;_uth

souidiers
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souldiers and mariners to man the Frigats. For we haue great want of souldiers and mari-
ners, with tackling, ankers, powder, shot, caliuers, and all kinde of furniture for them. For
these things are not here to. bee had for money : and likewise to send some great ordinance
for the Zabras. For the merchants ships are so weake and so vnprouided, that they haue al-
most none to defend themselues. Also we shall be constgined to giue the carena againe
vnto al the ships; for they are very weake by reason of the long voyage: and the mariners
and souldiers are wearie with their long trauelling and keeping of them here. Thus if it
would plgase your maiestie to command with all expedition that these souldiers and marin-
ers with all kinde of other furniture might be sent vs, then the fleete may set forward and so
roceede on their voyage. Guod preseruc your Catholike royal maiestie. Frd Hauana the
50 of October 1590.
Your maiesties seruant, whose royall feet I kisse.
Ionn pe Omvo General of your Fleete.

A Letter sent from the Gouernor of Hauana Iohn de Trexeda, to the king of Spaine,
the twentieth of October 1690, touching the wants of that place.

BY three shippes which departed from this Harbour since the Fleetes arriuall here, I haue
given your maiestie at large to vnderstand, what hath happened as much as 1 can, and what
thing is here to be done in this citie, and what your maiestic must prouide. And now once
againe I will returne to put your maiestie in minde thereof 1 beseech your maiestic to com-

ahe newe forti- mand to be prouided and to be sent hither two hundred Negros, if you will haue this forti-

Hausaa. fication to goe forwardes: bejause your maiestic i3 here at great c{arges with the master
workeman and the Officers. And for want of I'ioners the worke goeth not forwardes. For as
the worke goeth dayly forward and increascth farther and farther, so we want men to
worke, and to garde it, and likewise to keep it. We dare not meddle with those of the
Galies. And likewige it may please your maiestie to send new working teoles of yron, ac-
cording to a remembrance which I haue sent to your maiestie of late, which doeth sigmhe
our wants more at large

Likewise it is needeful that your maiestie should send* powder and match to furnish these

Boulders sent to ferts.  And likewise to send money to pay those souldiers which are newly come hither, &
fcr that companie of souldiers which were sent from Mexico to this place. For it behooueth
ety yout maiestie not to haue them as yet left, till such time as the defences about the forts bee
finished, and that which is in building vpon the hill, which will be ended very shortly il you
send the Negros and yron tooles.
Five Fngats Likewise I haue certified your maicstie, that with all speed I am making ready of the fiue
e amin. Prigates, that they may cary all the treasure. Also Iohn de Orimo seeing that it is of so great
Genenal of the jmportance to haue them dispatched, doeth furnish mee with some money, although some-
ity what scantly, vntill such time as your maiestie doth send him some order thérefore. 1 beseech
yon to command it to bee done; considering the great charges and expences that we are at
here, as by the accounts your Maiestie shall more at large perceiie, what hath bene spent.
These Frigats will be made an end of without all doubt by the moneth of Februaric: but as
yet their tackling and sayles are not herearriued: but I doe stay the comming thercof euery
day, according as the Duke of Medina and Tohn de Ibarra haue written vnto me, that those
ships which should bripg the same were ready to depart from thence  All these things it be-
hooueth your Maiestie to send in time: for I can assure your Maiestie that you shall not haue
The excellency ypon the sea such good Shippes as these are.  For as touching the other s{nipﬁ of the fleete,
ﬁmu%in which are in this harbour, it 1s not conuenient to venture the siluer in them. This counsell
Cuba. our Maiestie shall not take of mee, for I am asouldier, and haue but small skill in nauigation.

t euery day it is tolde me openly and in secret by many of the pilots, captaines, masters
and mariners. )

Coppermises A8 tanching the copper, I hane put it in practise twise more, and haue made proofe there-
wevly lund i of'; wherein there hath bene more spent, then 1 was willing there should haue bene, because 1
- haue gotten no fruit thereof: I know not the cause, but that it is not done eflectually by

those
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those that haue the working thereof. Therefore I beseech your Maiestie to send me that
same founder which I wrote to your Maiestie heretofore of. Our Lord keepe your Maiestie
many yeeres. From Hauana the 20 of October, 1590.
Your Maiesties seruant, whose royall feete I kisse,
Ionn pE Trexepa gouernour of Hauana.

A letter sent to Don Petro de Xibar one of his Maiesties priuie Counsel of the
West Indies, from Don Diego Mendez de Valdes Gouernour of S. Iuan de Puerto
Rico the 20 of Nouémber 1590, touching the state of that Citie and Island. ~

1 Receiued your honours letter the 20 of Februarie, whereby I receiued great content, to
heare that your honour is in good health. As touching the imprisonment of our cousin Don pedro de vaides,
Pedro de Valdes, it doeth grieue me to the very soule. 1 beseech God to send him his liber- Jrnsstrin Kag:
tie: and likewise the imprisonment of Diego Flores de Valdes grieueth me very much: 1
pray God to send good iustice. The M. of the ficlde Iuan de Texela, and the M. workeman
Iuan Baptista Antonio arriued here in safetie, and haue viewed this Citie with all the circuite tohn Bapusta
round about and the situation as I haue informed his maiestie thereof. They haue marked a ;‘,’,‘e‘;f;{’,‘:;_
place to build a strong fort, whereat the countrey remaineth very well contente. And it nour of the
standeth in a good situation, and ina conuenient place on a high mount which doeth lye vpon Y& indes-
the entering in of the Harbour, & so cutteth ouet to a point of land, leauing in the Fort as much
space as wil containe 3000 persons, without ioyning thereunto any part of the coast. So
the M. del campo hath named the fort Cita della. He left me great store of yron worke, A strong fore
tooles, eight workemen, and 200 Negros, which arc the kings. And the I\land doth finde oy, buded
400 pioner which are continually at worke. His maiestie hath sent me a warrant to spend puerto Ruco
the prouision of the Island, & to take those rents which his maiesty hath here, & to certifie
his maiestie what there is wanting for the mamtaining of the workmen & that they may haue
all things necessary. So I haue sent to Nueua Espanna, for such things as are here wanting.
I haue writté to the M. of the field, wluch is gone to Hauana, informing’ him that it doeth
greatly import that the worke with all expedition should go forward, seeing that it is begun
for the delence of the Island. And we doe defend it as well as we can from the enemie, in
respect of the great danger which otherwise might happen, if the enemie should come and
finde it begun, and not ended  And hikewise that his maiestie would send me that which I do
request  And the most principal thing of al is, to send more Negros. And <ending me all
these things which be needful, I trust in God Ishal in chort time build vp the fort, to defend
vs {from the enemic. The fort must be builded triangle wise : for it will reach into the bay : T fort was
and we shal be able to plant in the same 40 pieces of good ordinance, Canen, Demi-cannon, ke by ihe
and Coluerme. The M of the field, hath promised to send me some from Iauana.  For that berland, ¥g98.
he i~ determined to cast some there, by reason of the great store of copper, which now of Copper munes
late is found in Iauana: for here we haue as yet but small store of ordinance to defend vs, Jjiod et
I looke for b Canons which his maiestie should send frum Spaine, with shot and powder, and
al kinde of weapons, because that here is great want in the Island. His maiestic hath sent the
whole number of 200 sculdiers, and in the companie there came two capitaines. The cdrps de s00 souldiers
Guard is'kept in the market place: and twise 1 a moneth I muster all the men 1n the Iland, ;“;,;Lf;‘;’l:o
and finde very neere 1500 fighting nfen, and 80 hor<emen. The forte when it is ended will 1500 sghtng
be the strongest that his maiestie hath in all the Indies. And mew the people of the countrey men in 8. lusa

. . X e puerto Rico

sleepe in sccurity  For commonly before, the Englishmen would <ohie and beard vs to the niand
hauens mouth. God keep your honour, and send you long health.,” From Puerto Rico the g'ﬁ:};‘“

20V of Nouember 1590.
The Gouernor Dirco Menp¥z aag Varpes.

A letter to Iohn Lopez Canauate, Alderman in the towne of Canauate in ne
written from his seruant luan de Porua Canauates, from Hauana the seucnteeiith
of October 1590, touching the state of the said place.

THis is to giue you to vnderstand, that since my departure from 8. Lucar I haue written

vato you twise of my arriual here, and what successe I haue bad.  And nowe you ::lhall vnj
erstan
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derstand that I am determined to goe for Nueua Espanna. For I stay but opportunitie of
time. For here is great watch dayly kept and great looking to the souldiers in keeping of them
The soulkers  together, for running away. But neuerthelesse I hope in God, to finde some friend to conuey
;‘;‘:ﬂ:‘;:_’ﬁ“" mee away from hence. This countrey is so close and narrow, that if a man steale not away
hidden in some shippe, »it is not possible for him to escape, nor to goe a league out of the
towne, no way but by sea. And because the harbour is so close, it is the best harbour and
the surest in the world. The harbour is made in this order. The entrie in towarde the Jand
is by a marrow streight chanel, which continueth as long as a caliver shot, and from that
place the riuer openeth broader and broader: There are in the entring in, two points which
make with the lande, whereupon are newly builded two strong forts, which are fortified with
very great store of ordinance : besides another strong and famous Forte which is in the Citie,
so that it is impossible to take it. There are in these three Fortes, a thousand souldiers in
The boldnes of Garison. And likewise here are two galies to keepe the coast. Yet for all this, the audacious
theBoglsb.  Englishmen being without all shame are not afraid to come and dare vs at our owne doores,
Our iourney to goe for England is most, certaine in the yeere 1592. Here are making with
18shipsbulded great expedition 18 ships, which are called Frigats for that effect. They are very strong
;;ng, e =% ghippes, and will drawe but very litle water, whereby they may enter amongyst the shoulds on
the banckes of Flanders : they are builded the higher because here is great store of timber
and excellent good and incorruptible. It is reported that the fleete will depart from hence
in February, by reason that at that time the Englishmen are not departed out of their owne
countrey. And thus I rest, from this Island of S. Christopher in Hauana this present day on
S. Lukes euen ; the 17 of October 1590. _
Yqur Worships seruant, Toux pe Pogva CANAvVATES.

A letter from Mexico, of Sebastian Biscaino to his Father Antonio Biscaino in Cor-
chio in Spaine, touching the great profit of the trade to China, and somewhat of
M. Thomas Candish. Written the 20 of Iune 1590.

HAuing written to your worship by a friend of mine at large, nowe I will bee somewhat

short. And this is onely to giue you to vnderstand, that foure moneths past, I came from

ﬁ;l;:?:‘h‘:g China, and landed in Acapulco, 70 leagues from Mexico, which is the harbour where the ships

the ships he that that goe downe to China lye : and all the marchants of Mexico bring all their Spanish com-

goe for Chuna.  mypdities downe to this harbour, to ship them for that countrey. It is one of the best har-

bours in all Nueua Espanna; and where the ships may ride most safely without all kinde of

danger. For it lyeth vnder a necke of land, and behind a great point. And in this harbour

here are foure great ships of Mexicoof 600 and 800 tunnes a piece, which oncly serue to cary

Fis Acapukes, OUT_commodities to China, and so to returne backe againe. The order is thus. From hence

to Chim sboue to China is aboue two thousand leagucs, farther than from hence to Spaine. And from hence

300013 their two first ships departat one time to China: and are 13 or 14 moneths returning backe

againe. And when those two ships are returned, then the other twaine two moneths after

depart, from hence. They goe nowe from hence very strong with souldiers. 1 can certific

Flewish wares  yOU of one thing ; That 200 ducates in Spanish commodities, and some Flemish wares which 1

goodin Chuna.  caried with me thither, I made worth 1400 ducates there in the countrey. So I make account

:‘.;::""ﬁ" that with those silkes, and other commodities which I brought with mo from thence to Mexico,

I got 2500 ducates by the voyage : and had gotten more, if one packe of fine silkes had not

bene spoiled with salt water. So as1 sayd, there is great gaine to be gotten if that a man re-

turne in safetie. But the yeere 1588 I'had great mischance, coming in a ship from China to

M.Thoms  Nyeya Espanna : which being laden with rich commodities, was taken by an Englishman which

robbed vs and afterward burned our ship, wherein I lost a great deale of treasure and com-
modities,

IP I should write to you of the state of thiz countrey of China, and of the strange things
which are there, and of the wealth of the countrey, I were not able to doe it, in an whole quier
of paper. Onely I may certifie you, that it is the goodliest countrey, and the richest, and
most plentifull in all the world. For here are great sture of golde mynes, siluer mynes, and

pearle,
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pearle, great store of cotten cloth : for the countrey people weareth nothing else but fine Gold mynes,
cotten cloth, which is more accepted then silkes, For here is great store of silkes, & they ‘i padic n.
are good cheape. All kinde of victuals, as bread, flesh, wines and hennes and all kindes of Chlea,
foules, are very plentifull. Here are great store of fresh riuers. The people are very louing. cih ety
Here are very faire cities and townes with costly buildings, better then those in Spaine. And teemedin
the countrey people go very richly apparelled both in silkes and gold. But here we haue

order from the king of Spaine, that a Spaniard may not dwell in China aboue 3 yeres, and
afterwards they must returde againe into Nueua Espanna, and other souldiers must come in

their places. The countrey is very vawholesome for vs Spaniards. For within these 20

yeres of 14000, which haue gone to the Philippinas, there are 13000 of them dead and not

past 1000 of them left alive. There isa place in China which is an harbour, called Macaran, gﬁ 8**;";9“6
which the king hath giuen to the Spaniards freely : which shall be the place where the ships pards o the
shall come and trafficke. *For in this harbour there is a great riuer which goeth vp into the Phisppinse
maine land, vnto diuers townes and cities, which are neere to this river. And thus troubling

you no farther I rest. From Mexico the 20 of Iune 1590.

Your obedient sonne, SepasTiaN Biscaino.

A Letter of Bartholomew Cano to Peter de Tapia in Siuill, from Mexico the 30 of
May 1590, touching the state of Nueua Espanna, and the fleet of that yeere.

BEcause I haue answered your letters which I haue receiued in the last Fleet, as touching
that matter I haue no more tosay. The occasion of my writing vnto you at this time, is to
giue you to vnderstand, that those commodities which came In the last Fleet,vwere sold at
the first good cheape, and'those that bought them, got much by them. For now at this in-
stant white Roan cloth is solde for 8 or 9 reals a vare. The cause of this was, by reason there
camc a carauel of Aduise from Hauana; which brought vs newes, how thg armie that his ma-
iestie did send for England, was all spoiled and cast away : and therefore they of Spaine did
write that there would come no Fleet from Spaine hither this yeere: And this is the cause
that all linnen cloth is very deere in these parts. Wines also are very deere: for they are
sold for 90 and 100 deminas a pipe. When the Frigats departed from hence in August last
1589. Cochinilla was sold at that instant for 50 pesos the quintall; and now it is sold for 55
pesoes.  And since that newes came from Spaine in a carauel of S. Lucar, that it was solde
there for T2 ducates the quintall, there are laden in this Fleet 14000 Arouas of Cochinilla,
and 7000 Arouas more were laden in the Frigats which departed before the Fleet. There is
laden in the Fleet great quantitie of treasure, more then hath bene sent to Spaine these
many yeeres, both for the Kings and the Vice-royes account. And the marchants and gen-
tlemen of all these prouinces doe send great quantitie to supply the Kings wants: for that
his maiestie hath written to the Vice-roy and to the f;ent!emen of these countreyes to ayde
him with much money towardes the maintenance of his warres against France and other
places, & therefore they haue sent good store : God send it well to Spaine. There are like-
wise laden aboord the Fleét to the number of 100000. hides, and great store of other kindes
of this countrey commodities. So that the Fleet goeth very richly laden. Quicke siluer is
here very deere, for here is almost none to bee had for any mouney to worke in the gold
mynes : for without Quicke siluer wee cannot refine our gold. And no man vpon paine of
death may bring any from Spaine hither; but all must come for the Rings account: and so
the King doeth sell it here : there is exceeding great gaipe therein.e And thus I rest: From
Mexico, the 30 of May 1590.

BartaoLoMEw Cano.

Addetter of Frier Alonso new elected Bishop of Mechuacan, to the king of Spaine,

written in Peru in the citie de loé Reyes the first of March 1590, touching the
state of Arica a chiele Hauen in Petu.

VPon Lhristmas euen tliégygr; 'lmidiﬂuiued your maiesties commission in Potossi. For
which I am and shall he continually bound to pray for your maicsties long health, for the
VoL, IV. G great
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great benefits which your maiestie hath bestowed vpon me, in sending .me to Mechuacan :
whmbr my great trauell and paines may be recompenced, which I haue taken with that vn-
ngg gmtefu and desperate l]:eoplc of the riuer of Plate, which they haue bene the occasion of,
Plate, in dealing so badly with me their Pastour, which haue counselled them, that they should haue
a great care to serue God, and be dutifull to your muiestie, according as euery good and true
su%iect ought todo. Now for this gift which your maiestie hath bestowed on me, I most
humbly kisse your maiesties handes a thousand times. Thus presently I departed from Po-
tossi somtwhat sickely, to accomplish that which your maiestie hath commanded me. So I
arrived at Lima in safetie the first of February by the way of Arica, which is an hauen towne,
where they imbarke all the barres of siluer. And there I haue seene ‘what is done, & what
they hane prouided against the Englishmen in that hauen : which is; That there is a litle fort
made hard by the waters side, with certainc small pieces of ordinance in the said fort to of-
fend the enemie, if occasion should serue that they should offer to come into the harbour and
offer any violence, But the principall thing of all that we want is to haue souldiers, foote
gm“"" men, and horsemen. For according as I am informed, here want 100 men which should
keepe the coast, if they should offer to Jand and march vp into the countrey. And likewise
the people of this countrey haue told me, that if vpon an high mount which is here in the
harbour neere to the hauens mouth, on the Southside of the harbour where the sea doth beat,
Good watch con- ther were two or three great Canons E'ianted on the top of the hill, (where very good watch
ket s continually kept) from that place they may reach to doe the enemie great hurt, a league
into the sea  The new Vice-roy Don Garcia Vrtado de Mendoga, worthy of that dignitie, 18
in great fauour with al those of these realmes : for that he is a great solliciter both by sea and
land in all kinde of diligence, not loosing one houre in your seruice, and that which he hath
in charge. With as much speed as may be I will depart from hence to Mechuacan, to serue
that church and your maiesty: and there I will remaine according to your maiestics com-
mandement, with the bulles or indnlgences, Our Lord keepe your maiesty many yeres in
his holy seruice. From the city de los Reyes the first of March 1590.

Frier Alonso bishop of Mechuacan.

A letter of Don Tohn de Miramontes Suasola to Don Iohn Garcigs de Pepalosa from
t Arica on the coast of Peru the tenth of March 1590.

AFter my long traucll and badde successe, my fortune brought mee to the Indies ; where
being void of all hope, and full of griefe, 1 am become a souldier: a thing in this countrey
which is most hated of all other things, not onely of men, but of the wilde beasti: and 1=
an occupation which is chosen of idle persons. The occasion of this is, that there haue bene

Esglish men in in these scas, and yet are certeine English rouers: and in seeking of them I haue trauvelled
e, these three yeres :” the ane of the yeres a souldier, and the other two yeeres I haue gone for
captaine and ensigne-bearer. And at this time here is arrived Don Garcias Vrtado de Men-
doga viceroy of these realmes: who hath chosen me to be chiefe epsigne-bearer of an army
which departed from hence to scoure the coast. For here we have newes of the enemy,
Thicwss M. which is comming vpou the coast: for wee haue stayed for their comming these foure mo-
mﬂmﬁ..neths the same way which thev must come, ip a hanen called Arica, which is the first entry
bghtwminthe of Peru. So I haue %) pezos a moneth, besides other profits, at nine reals the pezo; &
m'luur;.ﬁﬂlre shares at nine reals the thn. So that ] haye 1800 pezos euery yere of pay: for the
v Feb 1589 wiidaroy i my dere friend; and maketh great accountsf me. And 1 haue alwayes 400 du-
cats in my chest to goe like a man. I beseech God send vs quietnesse. But yet it is the
patt of a gentleman to serne the king"his master 3t ‘these actions. And thus Irest, ¥From
the harbour of Arica the tepth of March J'BQO,

I kisse your wm'ﬁnmﬂ;anm .apdam at your commandement
*  Don.dohn de Miramontes Suasola.

Thene are foure great galeons of 850 tunnes a piére, which are ip Asica men of warre,
’ with
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with a Generall, Admirall, Viceadmirall, with great store of souldiers which keepe this hauen :

for the viceroy hath intelligence that there are certeine Englishmen of war comming thither, This was M.
This hawen' of Arica is the best harbour in all the South sea: for all the siluer which commeth g
from the mines of Potossi, is shipt in this harbour, and so brought to Lima. And likewise

alt the commodities which come from Spaine, and all the kings quicksiluer, is vnladen in

this harbour, and so caried to the city of Lima and other places, where the mines of siluer are.

A letter of the Licenfiate Christopher Vslano to Gonsaluo de Solana in the city of
Encisa in Spaine, written from the city of Potessi in Peru the 20 of Iuly 1590,
touching a great plague in Peru, and the shortnésse of the passage from the river
of Plate into Potossi in Peru.

THe last yeere 1588 I receiucd letters from your worship and from my sister: and since

that time I haue receiued none, nor in the fleet which came to Cartagena 1589. And this
l\;ere 1590 there hath bene great want of corne in this kingdome of Potossi : for that there Famne,

ath beene no raine in this kingdome of long time. For in March the husbandmen vse to
sowe their corne : and in Aprill Winter doth begin. And if in Aprill there be no raine, the
corne which is sowen will consume away : and so for want of raine we haue had two badde
yetes of corne. And likewise here hath bene’in these countreys of Potossi, and in the city
De la paz, great sicknesse among the Indians, Mullatos, and Mestigos, called the small pocks, Plsgue.
and a certeinc plague, which hath destroyed all this conntrey. And there haue no olde peo-
ple died, nor Spanyards, but onely thus countrey people, from one yeere to 30 yeeres of
age: so for want of Indians we can not worke in the mines. This sicknesse runneth al along
the coast of Pcru, and hath passed into the streights of Magallanes, whence we haue newes
that those souldiers which were sent from Spain thither to build those forts are most of them
dead, & especially the workemen which came to make the forts. The Generall Don Diego
de Abolos hath written to his maiesty to send more souldiers and more workemen, whereby
these three forts might be builded according to the kings commandement, This sicknesse
came first from Cartagena to this countrey, which is 1000 leagues distant : and, as I sayd, it
hath gone all Peru ouer, to the vtter vndoing of this countrey: 1 pray God to cease it. Peruvuedy .
pray you when you write any letters to mee, send them ifi those shippes which come 10 glugue.
Sainct Thomé, and take in Negros. And there are great store of ships which goe to Sainct
Thomé for Negros, and it is but 15. dayes sailing ouer a gulfe to Brasill. And from Brasill
their shippes bring their Negros to a hauen called The hauen of Buenos Aeres, which is A short pasage
within the entrance of the mightie riuer of Plate. And from this harbour all kinde of Spa- m’f‘:x
nish and Portugall commodities are caried to this citie of Potossi in carts and on horses : for rier of Plateto
itis but 10 or 12. daves iourney, and the countrey is very plaine for carts to trauaile. And ™
from Potossi to this harbour is great store of treasure brought to buy that countrey commo-
dities, and so they are shipped for Portugall : and the ships go and come againe in short time.
If his maiestie will consent that we may haue traffique from Spaine to this harbour, it will be
very profitable ; and in fiue or sixe moneths I shall heare from you, & you shall doe the like
from me. And by the way of Cartagena it is sometime 2. yeres before we can receiue your The teioumens
letters from Spaine. By this way my brother may write, and so by this meane the letters g‘m";;:{t?
may sPeg;)d“y come to my hand.” And thus I rest. From this citi¢ of Potossi the 20. of Peru.
Iuly 1590.

The LicenciatesCHRISTOPHER VSLAND.

A letter of Steuen de Tribsiv 40 Alpnso Martines, Vaca in Sinil from Panama the 21.
of August 1590. touching the kings desire to borrow money vpon priuie seales,

and the want of tﬁecwg;rey
IT may please your woiship'sa yndeérstand, that I haue réceined a'packet of letters from

B you write vnto iie of thel great miseries and the calamities of Spaine. And I
G2 promise
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promise you that these countreys are in no lesse. For here is great want of corne and other
kind of prouision : for here is almost none to be had for any money, by reason that from Lima
there is no shipping come with maiz. Here wee haue had newes from Spaine of the great
prouisio which is making ready for those great wars which his maiestie 1s in preparing, &
of the great sums of money that his maiestie standeth in neede of: So that it doth put vs all
that are dwellers here in such aperplexitie and confusion, that we know notwhat we shall doe.
I pray God his maiestie take not away our money which wee haue sent to Spaine in the fleete.
For here dte marchants that haue sent some 200000. pezos, some 100000. pezos, some 60000.
some more some lesse, to haue it imployed in commodities of that countrey. Although the
king hath sent hither his scedule or bill of assignement signed and sea]edY by his maiestie,
which hath bene proclaimed here : The contents whereof are, That what man soeuer marchant
or other will send their money into Spaine in that fleete; his maiestie will not take away any
part or portion thereof, (which in so doing will bee a great comfort vnto vs all) yet here we
_ were in doubt that hee would take it from vs all. Newes from the citie of Lima as yet we
Privieseales 1o haue none : But I can certifie your worshippe, that all things are very deere here, and that we
mm stand in great extremitie for want of victuals; and likewise we haue great want of money.
' Also here is order come from the king with certaine priuie seales for to lend his maiestie mo-
ney, for that hee hath great neede thereof. This countrey at this instant is very poore, and
there are none that can lend the king at this time any money at all, by reason that this lande
Abuadance of i3 Jeft so vnprouided of money : But wee are looking for great store of money, which is to
money to come A
from Lims snd COme from Lima and from the Valles.
tom TheValles.  From Panama the 12, of Axgust1590.
" Steven pr Tresio.

A letter of the Licentiate Iohn de Labera to the Licentiate Alonso Sapata de Henao
in Castile in Calamea de la Sorengo, written from S. Fee de Bogota in the new
kingdom of Granada, the 10. of May 1590, touching the rich siluer mines of
Marequita newly found out, and the long way thither by the river of Magdalena.

W]th other letters which I dispatched frd h&ce in August 1589. I wrote vnto your worship by

2. ori3. wa{es: but I know not whether you haue receiued them or no. Presently after I de-

parted to the gouernment of Popayan, which ioineth with the citie of Quito in the coast of

Peru, in companie of the gouernors. licutenant Don Diego Ordonez de Lara of Salamanca.

But I was faine to’ forsake his companie, by reason I fell sicke in the citie of Marequita,

where they haue discouered the great siluer mines: which citie is aboue 200. leagues from
Cartagena : where 1 remained a certaine time very sicke.  ‘And because this countrey is ex-

treme hotte, and 1 euery day grew worse and worse, I''\as faine to trauaile 80. leagues further

M eiiess. VP into the maine land to 2 citie called 8. Fee in the new kingdom of Granada, being on the
ama Fey'ln e cogst of Peru: which is a cold countrey : where 1am admitted a procurator, for that the
Sruand. Royal audience is kept in this citie. Sol finde my selfe very healthy of bodie, by reason this
‘countrey is full of all kind;of victuals, very good and very plentifulk, as bread, cheese, bacon,

beefe, great store of hennes, and great store of comfejtures. . Onely here is want of golde: so

that ‘this countrey will be vtterly vndone, if ;the mines of Marequita help not to restore the

aresuee of  same again : whereof there is good-hope : for here is greatstore of metall already found, and

pel fomud in - ghe workmen are in hard to refine the “said i
of Maipq profite to his matestie. This
of Magdsbens  wohich followeth after the canoas % #nd if it‘can’ '
: o. the eand va share, - In this riuer aswe are g
vp, there is at certaine seaspns great store of dightning tnd th
certaine broad leaues which

u fopu _ id ‘metal: go thatswe are in good hope that great
3 stote"of siluer will be found in these mines of great ¥alte and profite g ¢

e greae sives Tht1Er 8- called the great fiver of Magdale T3 4n the riuer called Cayman,

. whizh foll réach an i the canoa, it will haile him

‘outiand deuoure him. . Al night they li¢ip. the sand 1, s e ‘going

certaine seaspns great store ol wnider; with such abundance of

mmjz:g'fhbugﬁ'{-‘thg_gk%@ﬁgﬁ'ﬁld,;g{all downe* an§ dotlygentinne from midnight wntil

‘merning: so that we aréfaine to go aboord the canoss, & Wigh
grow’in the countrey, the' mariners make a coueting £6:¢ast ouer the wares which are laden in
the
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the canoas: and it doth keepe both the raine & sunne from vs which are passengers. The
canoas are drawen vp this river of Magdalena by maine force of the mariners in rowing ard
haling them with ropes. There are 7. or 8. Indians commonly which guide these canoas, be-
sides the Master which keepeth the helme, and the passengers. We are commonly two
moneths in going vp this riuer. Itis 150. leagues to the landing place. And there the
marchants vnlade their marchandise, which serue for all the cities and townes which are in
this newe kingdome of Granada. And the marchants lade the canoas backe againe frqm thence
with great store of siluer and golde which 19 gotten out of the mines for Cartagena, and
there it is shipped for Spaine. And likewise here is great quantitie of treasure laden in the
sayd canoas which is for the kings custome and other dueties which are paid: But they are
buta moneth or three weekes going downe the riuer to Cartagena These are the richest The nches
mines in"all Peru. And thus I rest. San

Peru.
From Santa Fee de Bogota in the new kingdome of Granada in Peru the 10 of May 1590,

The Licentiate IonN de LABERA.

A letter of Hieronymo de Nabares to the licenciat Iohn Alonso dwelling in Valla-
dolid, written from Panama to Siuil the 24. day of August 1590, touching the

gainefulnes of .the trade to the Philippinas, and the extreme feare they haue of
the Englishmen.

NOt long agone 1 wrote to your worship from Panama by the way of Havana: giuing you
to vnderstand of my being here, & of the state of these counireys. After I departed from
Spaine, in 37 dayes wee arriued at Cartagena: and from thence I taoke shipping to goe to
Nombre de Dios, which is 80. leagues from Cartagena : and in 4. dayes wee got thither. And
from thence I went to Panama: where 1 haue remained these 2‘3’ daygs, till the shippes
goe for the Philippinas. My meaning is to carie my commodities thither: for it is con-~
stantly reported, that for euery hundred ducats a man shall get 600. ducats cleerely. Wee The grése ookt
must stay here in Panama from August till it be Christmasse. For in Auiust, September, g,"‘;hm,::,_
October and Nouember it is winter here, and extreme foule weather vpon this coast of Peru,
and not nauigable to goe to the Philippinas, nor to any place elsein the South sea. So that
at Christmasse the ships begin to set on their voyage for those places: and then in these
parts the summer beginneth with very faire weather, and alwayes we shall haue the windes
with vs.  For in Tuly vntil October here is terrible thundering and lightening with extreme
raines, so that it is not possible to go any way in this countrey. Here are in Panama 10.
great ships of 500, 400, 300, & 200, tuns apiece, & some 15. barkes which vse commonly
to saile in the South sea to Lima, to the Valles, to Arica, and to the Philippinas. This coun-
trw summer is so extreme hotte, that it is not possible to trauel in the day time : it
st ‘in 8. deg. & 1. and all this coast is in 9, and 10. deg. Here is great store of adders,
snakes and toades, which are in the houses, but they doe but small hurt. Here bread, wine,
and bacon are very deere, by reason the countrey doth not yeeld it: for it is brought from
Peru. Al of bread is worth here 2. rials of plate : a quart of wine is solde for 4. rials:
for none groweth here. Here are very few sheep, and those extreme deere. The only food
here for flesh, are oxen, kine, buls & heffkers: l?tm may buy 20.1i. of beefe for one rial of Tweaty 1. of
plate. Their smallest money of siluer is arial of plate, & very few of them, but all pieces beefe mar bee.
of 4, & 8. For the siluer mines which dayly be found in Peru be wonderfull to bee spoken peoce o Peru.
of. 1f a2 man did not sce the siluer made, hee would neuer beleeue it: for the very earth
which commeth out of the mines, & is afterward washed, being but 3. or 4. yeres on a
mowtity yecldeth great store of siluer afterward againe. But as here we get much, so our
rge in meat, drinke and apparell dath cest very much, As for fryite here is none that is
good, but onely muske welons;"and they are sold for 6. or 8. rials apeece. I can certifie
your worship of no newes; bt only, that all this countrey is in euch extreme feare of the Eng- T Englubwen
lishmen our-enemies. that the like was nénex seene nor heard of : for in seeing a gaile, pre- Jpos” ™

m Peri.
sently
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sently here are alarmes in all the countrey, I pray you to write Yntome as touching the wars
that his Maiestie hath with our enemies, and howe his Maiestic doth preuaile, And thus

1rest. From Panama in the firme land the 28. of Aug. 1590.
Higronymo de NaBARES.

A relation of a memorable fight made the 13. of Iune 1591. against certaine Spa-
nish ships & gallies in the West Indies, by 3. ships of the honorable sir George
Curey hnight, then marshall of her Maiesties houshold, and captaine of the Ile
of Wight, now lord Hunsdon, lord Chamberlaine, and captaine of the honour-
able band of her Maiesties Pensioners.

THe 13. of Iunc 1591. being Sunday, at 5. of the clock in the morning we descricd 6. saile
of the king of Spaine bis ships. Foure of them were armadas, (viz, the Admirall and viccadmi-
rall of 700. tuns apeece, and the other 2. of 600. apeece) and the other 2.were smal ships, each
of them about 100. tuns. We met \ them off the Cape de Corrientes, which standeth on
the Iland of Cuba. The sight of the foresaid ships made vs ioyfull, hoping that they should
make our voyage. But asoone as they descryed vs, they made false fires one to another &
gathered their fleet together, lying all close by a wind to the Southwards. We therefore at 6.
of the clock in the morning (the wind beingat East) hauing made our prayers to almighty
God, prepared our selues for the fight: And (in hope they had bene of the Cartagena fleete )
wee bare vp with our admirall and viceadmiral, to determine of the combate for the better
directid thereof. Our parle being ended, our admiral, viceadmiral, & the Hopewel gauc
their admiral the prow, bringihg themselues to leeward of him. We ini the Content bare vp
with their viceadmiral, and (ranging along by his broadide aweather of him) gauc him a
voley of muskets and our great ordinance: then comming vp with another small ship ahead
of the former, wee bailed her inf such sort, that shee payd roome.  Thus being i fight with
the Kitle ship, weBaw a great smoke come from our admiral, and the Hopewel & Swallow
forsaking him with all the sailes they could make: whereupon bearing vp with wur admiral
(before we could come to him) we kad both the small ships to windward of vs, purposing
(if we had not bene too hotte for them) to haue layd vs aboord. Thus (the fight contimuing
betwgen vs and them 3. houres ) we were forced to stand to the Northwards, the Hopewel and
the Swallow not comming in all this while to ayd vs, as they might easily have done OQur
admirall by this time being in fight with their viccadmiral, and another great ship of theirs,
stood off to aea ‘with his topgallant saile, and all the sailes he could make: then might the
Hopewel &' ‘the Swallow Eauc payd roome to second him, but they failed him as they did

.vs, standing off close by a wind to the Eastward. All this time we were forced to the North-

wardy with 2. of their great ships and-ene of their small, They hauing a loom gale (wee be-
ing a.ltojgc!her becalmed) W both their great ships came wp faire by vs, shof at vs, andygu the
sudden furled their spritcailes & mainsailes, thinking that wee could not escape them.” Then
dling fo prayer, we sahigped ar oars that we might rowe to shore, & anker in shallow
witer where their great ships ¢ould hot come nie vs, for other refifge we had none. Then 1.
of .their emal ships being manned from 1. of their gréat, & hauing a boat to rowe thZselues
in, shipped her oars likewise & rowed aftervs, thinking W their small shot to haue put vs
frd our oars, vntil § great ships n:r:gﬁt come vp with vé* but.by § time she was within mushet
shot, the Lord of his tercie did send va a faire gﬂp wf wind at the Nosthwest off' the shore.
What time (thev being aJi to leeward of vs).wee stood to the East.  The small ship was vnder
our lee within Falcoh shot, and another great qhm lay to:the Westward, so that wec could
Ao way possibly escape them:vpon that baerd : { we thinking to auoyd them by casting
about to the Westyards) the ather great shigne gatevader out Jeg, and the small ship on our
wenther quarter, ‘purposing to'nake vs-pay roome with the gteat:ship, by force of her small
& great shot. Then (we being lerboord " tacked, and: they sterboord) we mvade hey spring
Per looffe, and by a-fortunate shot which our guiinier tnhids, pierced her betwixt winde and
water. Hereupon shee #as forced to lay herselfeviing the carena, and to stand with one of
the
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the other ships for ayde. Afterward (commending our selues to almightie God in prayer,
aud giving him thankes for the winde which he bad sent vs for our deliuerance) we looked
forth and gewryad two sailc more to the offen: these we thought to haue bene the Hopewell,
and the Swallow that had stoode in to ayde vs : but it prooued farre otherwise, for they were
two of the kings gallies. Nowe hauing a loome gale of winde, wee shipped our oars, and
rowed off the shorc: and our watch was no sooner set, but wee espied one gallie vnder our
lee hard by vs, boging vp with vs. Then (because it was euening) one of the great ships
discharged rixe great shot at vs, to the ende the gallies should knowe that wee were thte shippe
they looked for. Then the gallie came vp, and (hayling vs of whence our shippe was) a
Portugall which wee had with vs, made them answere, that we were of the fleete of Tierra
firma, and of Siuil : with that they bid vs amaine English dogs, and came vpon our quarter
star-boord : and givning vs fiue cast pieces out of her prowe, they sought to lay vs aboord:
but wee so galled them with our muskets, that wee put them from our quarter. Then they
winding their gallie, came vp into our sterne, and with the way that the gallie bad, did <o
violently thrust in the boordes of our Captaines cabbin, that her nose came into it, minding
to gine vs all their prowe, and <o to sinke vs. But wee being resolute, so plyed them with
our small shot, that they could haue no time to discharge their great ordinance: and when
they began to approch, wee heaued into them a ball of fire, and by that meanes put them
off 1 whercupon they once againe fell asterne of vs, and gaue vs a prowe. Then hauing the
second time put them off, wee went to praver, and sang the first part of the 25. Psalme,
praysing God for our sale deliuerance. This being done, we might see 2. gallies and a frigat
all three of them bending themselues togcther to encountes vs: hereupon we (eftsoones
commendin r our estate into the hands of God) armed our selues, and resolued (for the ho-
nour of God, her Maiestie, and our countrey) to fight it out till the last man. Then shaking
a pike of fire in defiance of the enemie, and weauing them amaine, we bad them come
aboord: and an Englishman in the gallie made answer, that they weuld come aboord
presently. So managing ourselues to our furniture, and euery moment expecting the assault,
wee heard them parle to this effect, that they determined to keepe vs companie till the
morning, and then to make an end with vs : then giuing vs another shot from one of the
gallies, they fell asterne. Thus our fight continued with the shippes and with the gallies, A fght from .
from seuen of the clock in the morning till cleuen at night. Howbeit God (whicK never fail- 5% o,
eth them that put their (rust in him) sent vs 2 gale of winde about two of the clocke in the
morning at Eastnortheast, which was for the preuenting of their crueltie, and the saning of
our lives. Also (the Lord be praised for it) in all this dangerous fight, wee had not one man
JJaine, and but 2. hurt: but our sayles and ropes werc so rent with their shot, that it was
wonderfull to behold : our maine mast also was shot cleane through, whereby wee were in
exceeding great danger.  Thus our consortes forsooke vs, and left vs in these extremities.
The next day being the 14 of Tune in the morning, wee sawe all our aduersaries to lee-ward
of vs, and they espying vs, chased w- till 10. of the clocke, and then seeing they could not
preuaile, gaue vs auer, So that day about 5. of the clocke in the afternoone, we barexp to
the Southwest, in hope to finde our consortes, but we had no sight of them at that time, nor
afterward. Then stoode we in all that night for the Cape of 8. Anthonie, hoping there to
sce our Admirall according to his direction. The 15. day of Iune carly in the morning, we
descryed the Spaniqh fleete againe, bqing within b. lcagues of Cape S. Anthonic. Then
(hauing no sight of our consortes) wee stoode for the place according to the direction of our
owner sir George Carey, where we did plie for the apace of 23. dayés, and neuer could see
any saile but two frigats, which wee gaue chase vnto the 24. of lune, and could not fet them
vp. Thus wee gine God most bumble thankes fot our sale deliverance from the cruell enemie,
which bath beene more mightie by the prouidence of God, then any tongue can expresse : to
whom beg all prayse, honour, and glorv, bhoth now and ever, Arep.

Appendix.

THe barke called The Content had but one_Minion, one Faleon, one Saker, & g.bpnrtq-
ases,
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‘
hases. She continued fight (from seuen in the morning til sunset, with 3. stmadas of 600
and 700. tunnes apiece, and one small shippe of 100. tunnes, not being aboue musket shot
from any of them And before the sunnc was set, there came vp to her two of the kings
gallies. Besides, the Armadas shot their great ordinance continually at her, not so few as
500. times. And the sides, hull, and mastes of the Content were sowed thicke with musket
bullets. Moreouer, all their sheats, tops and shrowdes were almost cut insunder with their
great & small shot. There passed _from the galies (each ‘whereo!' came thrise vp to her, &
discharg®d fiue great pieces at a time, out of euery their prowes forthright, within three
yards of her poope® through her maine saile 19 great shot, through her maine top-saile
foure: through her fore-saile weuen - through her fore-top-saile fiue : und through her maine
maste one. The vpper part of the Content was hurt in fiue places. Onely 13 men conti-
nued this fight, the rest being 1n holde.
A frigat of the Spaniards (being afterward taken) confessed, that there were in the gallies
aboue 40 Spaniards slaine, and many were hurt in that combate.

The names of those 13. persons that continued the fight.

Nicolas Lisle, Captaine. 7 (Charles Creame.
M. Major, Lieutenant. Thomas Godfrey.
William King, Master. Giles Thornton.
Tohn Barwick, Mrs. mate. > < Iohn Pells,
Wilham Clement, gunner. Iohn Bourel.
Thomas Houldships, Ralph Grey.
Bote-swaine. William Heore.

-

The names of the rest be these following.

®hn Pie. Iohn Twopenie.
Iohn Smith. Edmund Giggs.
Iohn White. William Bateman,
Iohn Butcher. William White.
Iohn Brooke. Laurence Shellie,

A rruesveport of a voyage vndertaken for the West Indies by M. Christopher New-
povt Generall of a fleete of three shippes and a pinnesse, viz. The golden
Dragon Admirall, whercof was Captaine M. Newport himselfe; The Prudence
Vice-admirall, vnder the conduct of Captaine Hugh Merrick; The Margaret vn-
der Captaine Robert Fred ; and The Virgin our pinnesse vnder Captaine llenry
Kidgil. Begun from London the 25. of Ianuarie 1591, Written by M. Iohn
Twitt of Harewich, Corporall in the Dragon. In which voyage they tooke and
bumt vpon the coast of Hispaniola, within the bay of Honduras, and other places,
‘3. towne, and 19. saile of shippes and frigats.

“THe 12. day of Fehroarie An. 1591. we set saile from Douer roade, and hauing a pros-
perous winde, the 27, day of the vame moneth wee fell with Cape Cantin on the coast of
rie, and on the 28. wee arriued at Santa Cruz roade, where hauing refreshed our selues
some 3. or 4. dayes, se put off to gca againe, and about the 5, of March wee passed by the
lands of the Canariés: and haging a fauourable wind, the 4. of April An. 1592 we fell
with Dominica in the West Indies: where making stay a day or two, wee bartred with the
Saluages for certaine commpdities of theirs,«viz. Tahagco, hevnes, Potato rootes, &c,
., Paming from thence.to 2 waterisg, . on the dther side of the cliffe, wee tooke a Por-
tiigall ship of Ligbane of §0Q; wyns, \ from Guinie, and was bound for Cartagena,
wherein &tgms ‘yourig and olde. 'Whichghip we'tooke along with vs to 8§, Tuan
ﬁ' : we linded the marchant 4id one/Spaniard more within a league of the
wee reticed to our boatéyaitholt any seruice done,

acine 20. or 830. musketiers, some 20. n made towards vs; but

[

The





