
47.2 WEAH. 

undisturbed in the midst of our camels and baggage. There is no 

water at this place. 

" July '2 I.-A oon as the moon arose, which was about half 

past two, we commenced our morning's march. The air was plea

santly cool, and the road, which wa good, winded among the 

gullies of the mountains, at times crossing the dry beds of-the tor

rents. There was at this time little variety of vegetation, almost 

every thing being burnt up: the Acacia, which grows to the height 

of about fudy feet, nearly co tred the face of the country j round 

the trunks of this tree were twined the stems of various climbing 

plants, which were completely leafless. 

" We were much gratified, after being wearied with the sun-burnt 

foliage of the Acacia, with the sight of green trees at a distance, 

indicatiug the presence of fresh water. We accordingly soon 'found 

ourseJve on the bank of a torrent called Weah, much discoloured 

by th dirt and rotten wood brought down by it from the hills 

whence it rise. By the side of this stream we hung up the walls of 

our tent on the branches of a tree, resembling the cedar in its 

general growth, except that the boughs droop lik those of the 

weeping willow. The quill of a porcupine wa brought me by 

one of our attendants. Here also we fir t saw the dung of elephants, 

though the natives deny that these animals ever frequent this place. 

Hitherto we have journeyed in nearly a south course, v rying a 

little to the west, and are, I conjecture, about eighteen miles from 

Arkeko. 

" Our Ascari now conceiving that we had advanced so far into 

the country as to be entirely at their mercy, began to display their 

insatiable rapacity and insolence. Th Cit master and drivers 
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also made common cause with them, so that, had they not been 

deterred by the superiority of aUf fire-arms, I am persuaded that 

even our live would scarcely have been safe. They made de

mands of tobacco, rice, coffee, and liquor, on the plea that the 

Nayib had given them nothing but a Httle juwarry. These we 

resisted; but, at length promised to buy them some goats and 

juwarry, if we met with any, and to give them a small quantity of 

tobacco j but to satisfy such villains was impossible. We quitted 

Weah at three P. M. and passing th torrent, which was shallow, 

and running in an easterly direction, proceeded over the plain to 

the south a little westerly. Captain Rudland made an excur ion 

with his gun, and saw many deer of different kinds, hares, par

tridges, and guinea-fowl: he was attended by a famous Shangalla 

hunter, armed with his spear and shield, the latter of which wa of 

a circular form, two feet and a half in diameter, and made of the 

skin of the rhinoceros. He was a very handsome young felllSw, 

straight-limbed, and appeared to be a truly bra~e man, for he was 

well behaved, and despised the wrangling of the Ascari . . 

" We saw a few people of the Shiho tribe on the hill, and some 

wolves: afier passing a s cond stream as muddy as the former, we 

encamped for the night. The name of this station is Markela; it 

wa at that time occupied by a tribe of the Huzorta, which had come 

down with its flock into the Jow country for water. The Sheik 

of the tribe called him elf a Dancalle. Their encampment was 

nearly cir uIar, and abo"Ut a hundred yards in diameter, well fenced 

with thorns and brushwood: within wa a circle of rude huts· 

composed of sticks and mats, and placed at equal distances from 

each other; while the vacant pace in the centre formed a ecure 
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resting place during the night for their goats and sheep, of which 

they had an ample stock. 

" After we had settled our encampment, the Ascari came round 

me, headed by their cbief, and in a very insolent tone repeated 

their former demands, declaring that unless these were complied 

with, they would in tantly leave u , take the cattle, and return. 

I told them, that they might them elves depart as soon a they 

pleased; but that I would certainly shoot the first person whom I 

hould see mt:ddling ,ilh (he camels. I now sounded the man in 

charge of the camels, and found him more tractable than the 

Ascari, which convinl.:ed me that the whole was an attempt to 

alarm us. In consequence of what had pa sed, I order d all our 

fire arms to be loaded, and a two hours watch was kept during the 

night, by myself, Captain Rudland, Mr. Carter, and Pearce. 

" The villagers about this time brought in their goats and sheep, 

consisting in the whole of at I ast five hundred. I purchased three 

for two dollars, an~d distributed them among our guard and drivers; 

we ourselves upped heartily on rice and salt·fish, having eaten 

nothing but a little biscuit in the course of the day. The water has 

hitherto been very muddy, though not ill-tasted. Our computed 

distance from Ark~ko is twenty-four miles. 

"July 22.-0ur attendants made no preparation for commencing 

our jonrn, y at the time appointed; we found, on inquiry, that 

the delay was occasioned by the non-arrival of the long promised 

mule's of the Nayib, which were to have jOil ed us at this place. 

Very intelligibi hints were also thrown out by the Ascal'i, that 

none of th m would move until their former demands were sati -

fied. From this disagreeable state of suspense we were happily 
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relieved soon after, by the arrival of an Abyssinian Christian with 

ten mules in his charge, from Dixan. He was sent, by the express 

command of the Ras, to convey us and our baggage, with all possi

ble speed, to his presence at Antalow, and the strictest orders had 

been issued to ensure our personal safety during the remainder of 

the journey. On receiving this welcome intelligence, I called the 

chief of the Ascari to me,' and acquainting him with what had 

happened, gave him and his followers full liberty to quit us as 

soon as they pleased. This they none of them chose to do; but 

finding that all hopes of obtaining any thing by force were now at 

an end, they promised better behaviour for the future; upon which 

we consented to their continuing with us. 

" By this time it was ten o'clock, and the intense heat of the day 

induced us to defer our journey for a few hours; we there ore hired, 

for a little coffee, the hut belonging to the Sheik of the tribe near 

which we had encamped; it was just large enough to hold our two 

beds,· which we covered with mats, and thus qbtained a comfort

able retreat from the rays of the sun. The old Sheik and his wife 

paid us many begging visits in the course of the day, with which 

we could readily have dispensed, as the lady was neither young 

nor handsome;and possessed a most invincible volubility of tongue. 

Before our departure she came in to examine all her valuables, and 

gave us a vociferous scolding for having drank some water without , 

leave. 

"This tribe seem to. fare tolerably well; they have milk and 

butter, and a fruit called Gersa, which when boiled greatly rescm-

,. Two small beds taken frOID our sea cots, which Captain RudJand and myself had 
fo,und very serviceable· to U8. 
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bIt the oonubOn pea i they also kill two goats for t heir daily con

s mption. The Nayib's two servants, with his mule, quitt d us at 

thi plate, and at three P. M. th Test of the party set out, mounted 

on the mUle from Dixan, which with our thirteen camels made a 

very respectable appearance. The road seemed perfectly secure, 

and well frequented, as we saw, almost every hour, small kafilas of 

t nty or thirty people passing with merchandize to Arkeko. 

" After winding about among the acacias, for three miles or 

mote, we turned into the dry bed of a torrent, where at first we 

suffered much from the heat. Our servants having neglected the 

most necessary precaution of filling the skins with water, we were 

in the course of our march incommoded with thirst, the heat being 

intense. I was for a time relieved by the kindness of a poor fel10w 

Goming down from the hills, who gave me a portion of a small 

quantity that he carried in a cruise upon his back. As we proceeded, 

the valley 'became contracted to a rocky gully not more than one 

hundred yards wide, bounded on each side, and overshadowed by 

sleep and lofty hills. 

U We passed a small burying place on our left; and soon after, 

the two ridges of mountains appa.rently closed, having at their foot 

a little ri illg ground called Hamhamou, a few yards distant from 

the bed of the torrent, wher we halted for the night. We had just 

~nlo ded our camels, and were congratulating ourselves on having 

arrive,d at the end of a harassing day'S journey, during which we 

had t-alcel'l no refreshment, except breakfast, whe:n our guide told 

us that a storm was at hand. We accordingly (JoHeet d our bag

gage in haste, covered it over with the waIfs of the tent, and were 

in the act of pitching the tent it elf, when the rain came on with 
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great violence, accompanied by loud thunder and vivid lightning, 

We al1 huddl d together in the tent for helter, but could not boast 

much of the protection which it afforded. To add to our trouble, 

it had no sooner grown dark, (the storm being now at its height), 

than an alarm was given by the Ascari, who were on the outside, 

that the natives were coming upon us. We instantly seized such 

fire-arms as were at hand, and rushed out to receive the enemy, into 

so drenching a rain as would presently have rende~ed our fire-arms 

entirely u eless. Fortunately, however, it proved to be a false 

alarm, excited, I have no doubt, by our Ascari, who, if we had 

not shewn our elves ready to repel aggression, would in all proba

bility have tak-cn the opportunity of at least plundering us. 

" About an hoU'r after this disturbance, we heard the torrent 

come rushing down, while the thunder still continued roarin in 

tremendous peals among the mountains. The air was now become 

so cold as to render both a cloth coat and camoline * very accept

able, although the thermometer, when we nrst arrived at this 

station, was as high as eighty-four degrees. 

" The storm continued for four hours, during which some of our 

party, exhausted by fatigue, fell asleep, and the rest of us soon 

after, notwithstanding our uncomfortable situation, followed their 

example. 

" July 29.-lt was curious to ob erve, in the morning, how: 

completely our tent a filled, there being not only our elv~s and 

servant, but the Ascari, camel-drivers, and three asses, that had 

crept in during the night for shelter. 

" The hills that here cern to close, run nearly in a south direc

tion; they ale 'composed of large strata of burnt brown stone, with 

• An Arab cloak. 
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here and there layers of white spar; they 'are thinly covered with 

stunted Acacias and brushwood~ and rise so steep as completely 

to shut out all distant hills. The rising ground on which we are 

encamped, is at pre ent only a heap of bare gravel and loose stones, 

covering a rocky base, out of the crevices of which shoot forth a 

few green bushes. 13ruce passed a night on the same spot; and it 

was his fortune, as well as ours, to encounter here a terrible storm, 

which, as .usua~, he describes with some exaggeration; although 

he wa~ here on the 1 '7th of November, a very different season. 

" From thi place there is a winding path of a mile or more 

lead ing up the mountain on the eastern bank of the torrent, to some 

sprin~s and natural cisterns in the rock, from which the trib~s on 

the hills s,upply themselves with excellent water of a crystalline 

clearness. While we were at breakfast, a few miserable naked 

wretches, who live somewhere in the neighbourhood, came to us 

beg ing; we wiHingly made them partakers of our meal. 

"Before we recpmmenced our journey, Guebra Michael, our 

Abyssinian guide, came to us, and ~ecommended, as provisions 

were beginning to fall short, to dismiss the Nayib' Ascari. I was 

not sorry for the opportunity, and therefore ordered them imme

diately to depart, with which, as they now found aU ' their conse

quence was gone, they reluctantly complied, on receiving two 

dollars each as a bribe. 

" "Ye quitted Hamhamou about ten A. M. the water having 

nearly subsided, and occupying only a small part of the bed of the 

torrent along which, as before, we took our way. As we advanced, 

the gully gradually became narrower, and our g ides urged us to 

make all possible expedition, fearing that more water might come 
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down from the mountains. This actually took place about noon, 

though the::re bad been no appearance of rain; but fortunately it 

was not in such quantity as materially to impede our pro ress. 

Indeed our mules were so well trained, that it was no small ob tade 

which cou1d disconcert them; and it was continual matter, both 

for surprise and satisfaction,. to ee with what care they passed over 

the rocks and loose stones that incumbered the road, as we repeat

edly crossed and re-cros ed the tream. 

" We passed by a cave inhabited by a family of the natives; in 

it was a woman grinding corn, and some children pJaying about 

her. The general face of the country began to improve, the vegeta

tion was fresher, and we observed a considerable variety of plants; 

some of them seemed to belong to the liliaceous tribe, and made a 

very beautiful appearance. Captain Rudland killed a curious bird, 

of which I have a drawing. 

" At half past four w' arrived at Sadoon, distant, from Ham

hamou, according to our computation, abou~ ten miles. This 

station is a small green plot, shaded by the same kind of tr es as 

those which we saw at Weah; it is within a few yards of the 

stream, and is entirely surrounded by woody mountain. As there 

seemed to be a probability of rain, we pitched our tent, and 

stowed within it all our baggage .r; r the night. From the time that 

the Ascari had I ft us, the nightly watch, which had been kept, 

be'fore by ourselve , was entrusted to Pearce, Hamed Chami~, and 

the Aby sini n Christian, and muskets . fired at stated intervals. 

The thermom tel' at day break 'was 77°, and at noon 86:>. 

" July .24.-0ur expectations of rain we::re happily disappointed, 

for the night proved very fine, though cold. In the morning we 
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observed that the stream had deposited the mud by which it was 

discoloured the evening before, and was now running quite cl~r: 

we saw in it a number of mall fi 'h rc 'embling gudgeons. 

" Between six nd se\Ten o'clock we recommenced our journey 

along the stony border of the tream, sometimes turning off into 

groves of trees, beneath the shade of ich the ground was covered 

'With green turf, Captain- Rudland shot a small deer of the same 

kind as those we met with at Mas owah, and a large bird of the 

grouse kind. After pa sing a small burying-ground, named VVillo, 

we arrived at a thick grove, nol unJike the mango topes of India: 

the trees of which it was composed also reminded us of the mango 

trees, from the form of their leave and manner of bearing their 

froit; this latter, however, was not a pulpy berry, but a hard nut 

inclosed within a thin husk. The natives all declared that it was 

poisonous; but Mr. Carter eat three or four of the kernels without 

experiencin~ any inconvenience. 

" Soon afte~, Wet arrived at Tubbo, a very pictut'esque station, 

abounding in groves of various sltady trees, and surrounded by 

abrupt cliffs and precipices. Bruce bas well described this place; 

but though there were a great variety of birds around, their notes 

did not appear to me to be different from what ~e had often before 

heard. The mountains hereabouts ate inhabited by the Hazorta, 

,Welleihah, and above fifty other tribes, according to the concurrent 

repor~s of the people of Dixan and Ark ko; whence it may be 

inferred that almost each ,hill has its distinct tribe. The Hazorta 

are at present, and have been for many years, on friendly terms with 

the Nayib 'Of Massowah ; but a tribe to the eastward, call d Hartoo, 

18 at open war with him. A man of the former came down to us 
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unarmed, accompanied by his littJe boy j they were both of them 

bJack, and very thinly clad, and were very grateful on being pre

sented with a smal] piece of tobacco. 

" We saw here two large trees of the sycamore fig, being about 

nineteen feet in girth at their bases; out of the sides of the larger 

boughs were growing great bunches offigs, which, however, were for 

the most part devoured by the black ants before they were ripe: a 

species of Asclepias also 'grows here in great abundance, as indeed it 

does all the way from Arkeko; of its wood the inhabitant make 

handles lor their knives and swords. We remained at Tubbo, enjoy

ing the grateful coolness of its shade, till half-past five, and then it 

was not without difficulty that I prevailed on our people to go 

another stage. Our road still continued along the bed of the 

torrent; but besides the trees already mentioned, the tamarind now 

began to make its appearance: we also saw several monkeys on the 

hills; . they were chiefly of three species; oDe was the kind 

common at Mocha; another was distinguished by its large size, and 

white hair on the head and beard; the third was much smaller 

than the others, and had a white beard, and white rings on the 

tail. We also saw the ro ·k rabbit , which appeared to be lik the 

Ashkoko of Bruce. In less than an hour we arrived at Illilah (Lila 

of Bruce), where we took up our quarter for the night under a tree, 

without takinCT the troubl to pitch the tel t, there being n appear

ance of rain. We sl pt unmolested by wild beasts, and undisturbed 

by noise o{ auy kind, but found the air very cold towards morning, 

especially during t~e 'trong gusts of wind which came down at 

intervals flOm the hills. Our computed distance from Sadoon was 

eight miles. Th thermometer at 5 A. M. was 7 ,0. 
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"July 25.- We resumed our journey at an early hour, not

,withstanding the appearance of the sky foretold heavy rain. The 

road, which had been very perceptibly ascending all the way from 

A~'keko, no ro e more rapidly; much elephants dung lay scat

tered about, and the branches of most of th fig-trees were lopped 

off nearly to the top, to give an opportunity to the cattle of browz

in on the leaves and tender hoots, the grass being entirely burnt 

up: on the sides of the hills we perceived a few huts, and several 

of the iuhabilants. 

" After a march of nearly two hours we reached a place called 

Assubah, where there was a burying ground. We saw here a few 

men attending a large herd of cattle, of whom we purchased, for 

four dollars, a cow to serve as provision for our people during the 

ascent of Taranta. In about a quarter of an hour more we reached 

our station at the foot of that mountain. We had now proceeded 

with our camels as far as the unevenness of the ground woul,d per

mit, it was therefore ecessary to seek for some other method of 
• • 

getting our baggage conveyed to Dixan. For this purpose we 

opened a negociation for the use of some bullocks, with some of the 

Hazorta tribe, who inhabit the mountains; but not being able to 

agree on terms, we procured only one' of these animals, (J.nd finally 

concluded a bargain with some men and boys, for the conveyance 

of our packages on their shoulders. Dur' g this transaction a man 

'of some consequence among them, called 8h i~( Vmmar, had been 

making a demand of tobacco, coffee, Sec. for alJowing us to pass the 

mountain; this claim not being mentioned to ~ immediately by 

those to whom the chief had stated it, he thought himself neglected, 

rose up in a violent passion, and' seizing hi spear and shield, rushed 
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,down the hill with hi attendants, muttering threats as he went. 

Being unwilling needlessly to hazard the serious consequences 

which this affair might produce, I sent after him, and in an amicable 

conference explained the mistake, and gratified him ,with the 

trifling presents required. In the evening the Hazorta chiefs all re

turned, accompanied by an old man of great authority among them. 

This venerable patriarch, who was said to have around him three 

hundred relations, placed himself on a rising ground, and having 

raised his garment on the eud of a spear, and demanded silence, 

,made a speech to the following effect. 

" Be it known to all, that the e people who are passing are great men, 

friends of the Nayib of Massowah, friend of the SuItaun of Habesh, 

friends of the Ras Welleta Selasse, and friends of the Baharnegash 

Yasous; we have received and eaten of their meat, drank of their 

coffee, and partaken of their tobacco, and are therefore their friends; 

let no man dare to 'molest them." On this there was a general 

buzz of approbation, and all was quiet and settled. We were how-
I 

ever again disturbed by the Nayib's people in the evening, who 

made fresh demands upon us, backed with threats; to these, how

ever, we paid no farther regard than arming ourselves as usual for 

the night, which we pas ed without molestation. The thermometer 

in the evening was 76°. 

" July 26.-The Hazorta chief being this morning in a very 

friendly humour, I availed my elf of the circumstance to make' 

some enquiries concerning the tribe to which he belonged. He 

told me that they married four wive ; that he himself had that 

number, and nine children, five girls, and four boy j , that the po· 

pulation of the tribe amounted to about five thousand; that they 

VOL. II. 3 Q 
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possessed many cattle, but seldom killed them, unless they were 

likely to die from disease or accidents, these animals forming the 

chief medium of barte'r for grain with the Abyssinians. On enquir

ing why they did not raise COfn themselves, he replied, that they 

~ere ignorant of the art of doing so, otherwise they would willingly 

supply their own wants, without having recourse to others. He fur

ther informed me, that they never stripped the .branches from the 

trees, except for tlJe purpose of fceding their cattle, when the grass 

was burnt up or consumed. Hence it appears not improbable that 

these people might, by gentle means, be brought to a much higher 

state of civilization than that in which they are at present; with re

gard to their population~ if their number be only half so many as 

the chief represented them, they must be considered as a very power

ful tribe; and being a brave, though rude people, and in possession • 

of a very strong country, through which . lies the, only practicable 

passage into Abyssinia from this quarter, they might assume and 

maintain an impQrtance much superior to what they actually 

possess. 

, " At half past eleven, after about five .hours continued wrangling 

with our people, during which we were several times on the point of 

proceeding to blows, we at length prevailed on them to fetch the 

mules, and we began to ascend the mountain; Sheik Umma, from 

,whom I had obtained the preceding information, taking his leave 

with ':'lany expressions of friendship and humility. The first part 

of the road was smooth and easy; but, as we advanced, it became 

steeper and more incommoded ith loose stones · and masses of 

rock, over which however our excellent mules carried us ith 

uGh of the rib', people as 
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we had still retained with us to serve as guides, knowing that when 

we should hav~ crossed the mountain, they could no longer with 

safety continue their insolence and rapacity, resolved to throw 

every obstruction in the way of our further progress; accordingly 

they began by deserting us : we fortunately. however met with a 

. young Sheik descending the mountain, who, for a small recompense; 

agreed to be our guide, upon which w continued our journey. In 

about a quarter of an hour afterwards w w re overtaken by the 

NayiQ's guide, who had already given us ,so much trouble: he now 

insisted on our halting, giving us to understand that there was 

neither wat r, provisions, nor resting-place to be found above, and 

therefore that we must take up our station where we were, and 

proceed over the mountain t~e n~xt day. Having said this, he im

mediately seized Captain Rudland's mule very roughly, and on my 

passing him he came forwards to lay hold of mine; this however I 

prevented by drawing my hanger, and threatening him to cut him 

down if he offered the least molestation. On this he desisted, and . . 
seated himself on a stone by the road side in a violent rage. But 

we had not yet entirely got rid of him, for by the time that we had 

advanced half a mile farther, he again overtook us, having by some 

means or other got Captain Rudland's sword from the Sheik, who 

had been entrusted by that gentleman to carry it up the hill. He 

now began to abuse Mr. Carter, who had resisted the attempts 

made to stop the mule on which he rode, and was on t.he point 

of drawing the sword, when Mr. Carter took a pistol from his 

girdle and presented it at. him; at the same moment Captain Rud

land jumped from his mule and wrested the sword from him. 

Having thus failed in all his attempts to detain us another day, and 
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being probably intimidated by lhe result ofthe last. he gave' up the 

point in despair, and we experienced liO farther trouble. 

" The whole of this mountain was thickly set with kolqual1, which 

grows nea!ly to the height of forty feet: towards the top the berry

bearing cedar of Bruce, (called by our guide Cereder) began to mak 

it appearance, and became more abundant in proportion as we 

ascended; the summit of the mountain being covered with a thiok . 

copse of this tree. In the most rugged path of the road we dis

mounted, to eastl (Jur lu~.Jles, and walked for about half a mile; we 

then remounted, and gained the lOp without any further' difficulty. 

As soon as we arrived we found, on looking at our watches, that it 

was only half past two; so that, notwithstanding all our delays, we 

had been occupied only three hours in overcoming the exaggerated 

perils and toils of the passage of Taranta. We now directed our 

course into a beautiful little green valley shaded by .cedars, and 

adorned by a pool of water; the sight of which was pa.rticularly grate

ful to us, as we had been repeatedly told that there was none on the 
f' 

top' near it was grazing a large herd of cattle. Wandering about 

the valley we discovered a greatJ1rofusion of mushrooms, of which, 

notwithstanding they ·were considered by the natives as poisonous, 

we coUected a·large quantity: part we -stewed for immediate use, 

and the remainder we bottled, and found them both wholesome . 
and highly grateful, ill-the total ant of vegetables which we after-

wards experienced. Soon afterwards, Captain Rudland shot an owl 

of a v ry ' large species, anti Mr. Carter and myself collected 

number of flowers, several of wh· ad llulbout roots; ~ong 

shrub. were the sweet briar, and 8 :aI othe . ply aftIm,tItiC. 

W t Were · 4IOOn overtakien by the 
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our baggage ; one of our heaviest boxes, containing ammunition and 

'dol1ars, of considerable weight, was, to our surprize, brought up 

by a boy about thirteen years of age; and one of the walls of our 

large tent, together with the two poles, were conveyed by one 

man from the bottom to the top of ~he pass ill about four hours. 

It is not easy to reconcile these facts, with Bruce's representation of 

the extraordinary difficulties with whi(;h he had to contend during 
j 

two days in going over the same distan~e, unless the re-establish-

ment of peace between the Nayib, and the trib~ of Hazorta, had 

been attended by a surprizing improvement of the road, which is 

not probable, as by Bruce's own account the trade, if we may 

judge by tl~e number of slaves, was then fully equal to what it is 
at present. Besides, we did not meet with a single hyama or trog

lodytical cave; and luckily" had not our hands and knees cut by 

frequent falls, or our faces torn by thorny bushes; which Jast, 

. indeed, appears scarcely possible in so open and frequented a path. 

The only part of our baggage that did not re~h us till late at 

night, was the fly of the tent, and my bed, whu:h were carried on 

the back of an ox; in consequence of which, the evening being 

very cold, we arranged our baggage in a half circle, made a good 

fire i!l the centre, and slept on the walls of the tent, having previ

ously regaled ourselves with salt-fish, rice, and stewed mushrooJll$. 

The thermometer in tho evening was 64-, .... i)' , 
" July 27 .-A shower fell in the course of the night, and whe~ we 

. awoke, the sky was so lowering, that, though our guide declared it 

as only the common morning mist, we thought it prudent to pitoh 

. our tent, under which ~ obtained shelter from a smart shower of 

ral which fell soon after. The tops of Taranta, surrounding the . 
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"little valley ill which we slept, had hitherto been obscured by 

fleeting clouds; at seven they began to clear away, upon which 

we dispatched the baggage forward, and about eight o'clock set out 

pursel ve . We had not however a cended the fir t rising ground 

berOTe he vy rain came on, and continued, with very short inter

mission, during the whole of the day. Thence the descent became r 

very rapid, and the road lay through gullies, down which the 

waters were beginning to run with great force; but none of these 

obstacles seemed to del your mules: th y descended alma t like 

goats from rock to rock, and not one of the whole number m de a 

single false step in the course of the day. Notwithstanding our 

cloth-coats and camoline , we were all w t to the skin, and, 011 ac

count of the di"fficulties of the road, were not able long to keep 

together; so that, while Captain Rudland and myself were pro

ceeding on the direct road, Mr. Carter and Pearce were wandering 

wherever the mules chose to carry them, and, as it afterwards ap

peared, they ha.d act ally arrived within half a mile of Dixan, 

when they turned, and made a circuit of about five miles. 

" Captain Rudland and myself took belter in a village about 

three miles from Di an, under a hut divided into many compart-

( ments, anc.l inhabited by several families. They paid us every 

~ttention that their miserable means would allow; and a'n old 

WOJiil~ who spoke a little Arabic, brought us Borne water which 
• I 

was much discoloured; among the group we observed two hand-

some young women, who had fine teeth, and silver rings in their 

ears. House-sparrows were se n to fly from under the roofi of the 

huts; and the cattle were lodged. in thtl sam apartm ot as the •. ' 

women and children. Tho of building h is by rai 'D& 
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aIls of the required height, adjoining, and at right angles, to a 

steep slope on the side of a hill, and then laying on a roof of sods, 

pitched so itS to correspond with the general descent of the hill, 

which gives the appearance of caves to these habitations. We much 

regretted having nothing with us to gi e these poor people but an 

empty wine bottle; with this, however, they were well satisfied. 
" Our cotnpanions soon after joined us, and about two in the , 

afternoon, after th ' mo t unpleasant day we had yet experienced, 

we reached Dixan, completely wet, and without any of our baggage, 

which was all scattered upon the road in proportion to the strength 

or willingness of those who carried it. We were received by the 

Bahamegash Yasous, and the head men of the tOWIl, who were 

waiting at a hous~ prepared for us. 

" Soon after our arrival, the Baharnegash sent us some large flat ' 

barley cakes, some honey, and. hydromel; and upon this, with a 

little of our Dhalac cheese, we were glad to make our dinner. 

" July 28.-The thermometer in the morning at day break on 

Taranta was 59-; in the course of the day it varied from 61° to 66°. 

We passed a most miserable night, the air being extremely cold, 

(thermometer 59°) and the few cloaths we had with us compl tel, 

wet; for my own part, I sat till nearly morning with my feet in th, 

embers of a small fire which occupied the centre of our cave. I ca11 

it so, because being constructed on the same plan as the ha i tion 

before describlld, it is e • eutly copied from natural or arti C1 ex-' 

It m"},, bo 'd, in favor of this mode of building; that 

.b:olliFd'Y y b suited to the hilly nature of the 

little labQur, ill afford an equally secure 

~MIaupt.a and their cattle from the inconveni-
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ences of the weather, and the wild beasts that are continuall 

prowling about during the night. We all found ourselves unwell in 

the morning, in consequence of the fatigue of yesterday; nor did 

. the gloominess of the weather, for tli rain still continued, con

tribute to raise our spirits. At about ten o'clock, Hamed Chamie, 

and the rest of our servants, arrived in as wretched a condition as 

ourselves; they had however been better accommodated during 

the night, at a village where they had procure.d a sheep, and were 

well tr ateci hy the inhabitants. Our boxes vere brought 10 one 

by one, most of them drenched with water; but, fortunately, the 

cloth and presents designed for the Ras, and my smaller box of 

valuables, e caped undamaged. Towards evening the greater part 

of our baggage arrived, and an additional d~mand of five dollars 

. was made by Guebra Michae1: this Hamed Chamie r~isted. The 

Baharnegash at first expressed his qispleasure at this new charge; 

however, he afterwards came to me and stated, that his nephew 

had promised the money as a gratuity to the bearers, some of 

whom he had pressed into the service on the road. To this Guebra 

Michael gave his hand as a pledge; on which I ordered the money 

to be paid to him. It rained the whole day; the thermometer 

pecting our conveyance ba.' 
were to'pay U8 e ery PO.taaitJ.!k 

bad been fo to 



DIXAN. 491 

their contents, he should be glad of some information respecting 

the oLject of my coming. I replied, that the English was a very 

..powerful nation, which had complete command of the sea; and that 

an English nobleman, then at Mocha, had seot n:te for the purpose 

of promoting an intercourse of friendship with Abyssinia; 'which, 

jf propelly encouraged, could not fail of proving most beneficial to 

the wholc country. I . s i[)duced thus far to explain myself, not 

only from the generaJly friendly manner in which he had behaved 

towards us, but also to secure his good offices in furtherance 

of our views. He expressed his entire satisfaction with my com .. 

munication, and proceeded to inform me, that it was necessary to 

write immediately to Basha Abdallah, Secretary to Nebred Araur, 

Governor of Adowa, stating what animals we should want for our 

own riding, and for carrying our baggage, which, on my requisition, 

would be immediately sent down; that he himself had only three 

mules, but that they were all at our service. I told him. whatever 

had heen arranged by the Ras, would meet witp my hearty C011-

cun"tmce an~ begged that he would hasten the messenge ; ~d 

also urge to Basha Abd Ilah the necessity of sending the mules as 

speedily as posible" sioce.I was obliged soon to return' to Massowah. 

Accordingly I rote a letter, which he promised to dispatch imme) 

diately, requesting to furnished with twenty-five mules;. (0 
which I wa led to e t aD answer in six days. For the r ·age 

I found the Baharnegash himsel s 

'.~.~".JIle up to the Ras, which he professed he 

'pIcUiaiei''; .I 'as inform d that, after we had as-

cell"'_ct~~t.~MtiIt.j("anmta the nat· , headed by that rascal 

urpose of detaining 



our baggage, but our friend Guebra Miohael, by is very strenuous 

e ertion~ succeeded in get ng it up in safety. This, joined to the 

very insolent manner in which our guide h endeavoured to stop 

on the ascent, as already mentioned, gave u good reason to suppose 

that some serious mischief a meditated, which our promptitude 

in crossing the mountain enabled us to avoid. 

"T ~ eing tolerably t1eb, e col ed some plants, dried 
all our things, and made ourselves in other respects as comfortable. 

as our illation w()ulci admit. 

" July·30.- I was engaged all the morning in writing letters, copy

ing my journal, and· preparing a packet for Lord Valentia, containing 

an account of occurrences up to our arrival at Di an, which was 

dispatched ill the afternoon, and, as I afterwards learned, arrived 

s rely. Towards evening Captain Rudland walked out with his gun. 

in ~ of meeting with game or hYCllDas ; ' he however met with 

no sllccess, having seen only two large spotted deer, which were 

e ceed·ngly shy: (during bis absence I employed myself in taking 

or e ou tains of Tigre. The day was clear and fine, 

though with much thunder and lightning in tbe evening. The 

thermometer was 66°, We were DODe of us well, 

~.o chaftge of Ood and climate. 

), '~J Y S 1.-A letter, 01' hi 

Y 

ich I attributed 

tion, was 
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The Ras commands 

be taken of them; that you will provide them 

with bou , with eat, and with ' drink of the very best, as your 

head mu t an wer for it. .In short, take.as much care of them as 

you would of Ras Welleta Selasse, and so soon as they arrive, send 

me instant intelligence thereof.' 

" In consC<luence of the receipt of -this letter; 1 thought proper 

to make remonstrances about the high price that we were charged 

for pro isions. The Baharnegash told me that he would very 

willingly give whatever he had of his own, but t t the articles 

which we want d, ere such as they themselves did not con5Ume ; 

and, owing to a late scarcity, which had been felt very severely so 

, far as this place, they were extremely difficult to procure; it wa 

not the efore in his power to afford us any reli¢f. in th' particular; 

a representation which, from the poverty of the place, I had after

wards rca on to consider true. 

" The day was tolerably fine: about eleven in the forenoon, how-
• 

ever, there fell a smart sho er, during which an alarm was given of an 

hyama being een near our cave, by Mr. Carter and Pearce. Captain . 
Rudland went out ith his gun in pursuit of it, but wa unsuccess-

ful. I as myself too unwell to stir out, ahd was thetefore engag,' 

in dl'a ing ore i fell in the evening. . 
., August I __ This ming the messenger who was di~ a hed 

with y let :el' to tb . til Ma so ah, arri cd hith~r 0 his' 

• way b k from He reported, that on the receipt of tbe 

lISuleGijdDdiato orde 

lfa,(Ilael"4.Iit ·J'_~"'!Qlber of aD .... ' '''':1""" 
. place as· SooB as he 
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received intelligence of our arrival. The Nayib's charge to me for 

the conveyance of this letter, was, as 1 before mentioned, thirty 

dollars, of which the bearer declared that he \Vas paid only two. 

Frequent showers fell during the day. The thermometer in our 

cave was 700
• 

August 2.-1 walked out in the morning with Captain Rudland ; 

collected few plant, and killed a bird calted hy the native Warre, 

of which I took a sketch. Our people were engaged in repacking • 

the baggage preparatory to 0111" departure. The day was fine without 

rain. The thellDometer in our cave was 75°. 

The Baharnegash, attended by his brother and Guebra Michael, 

paid us a visit at a late hour in the evening, and, after some con

versation on common occurrences, began mentioning the names of 

several, upposed English, gentlemen, who had formerly passed this 

place, these we imagined to have been Bruce and lils attendants: 

they soon concluded their discourse hy saying, that our countrymen 

had made the inhabitants of the place a present of one hundred 
t 

dolla nd therefore they hoped that I would do the same. Upon 

my evading this, and refl rring the Baharnegash to the Ras, he went 

so far as to alsert that he had a nghtfJlI claim to the money, and 

, 'ng an independent chief, would demand it in the Ra8's presence. 

I . plied, that to my certa°D 00 ledge 0 Engli h gentlemen had 

eve~.I~ any ucp. SUID; t on only had ev r passed through 

. this Pfiwn before, and that only forty dollars to the late 

and as 

advantage OU1_tv~.;'~"_I:.1i1 

turn a fine black ° 

14 nblc ~I"re. 
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him any thing at present, but should on 'my arrival at Antalow 

report the air to the Ras, and guide myself entirely by his ' 
determination. • . 

" After this had been explained, the brother began to raise his 

voice and interfere; but 1, Itopped him at once, by telling him 

that I would not suffer him to meddle with the affair; on which he 
rose from 'his seat in a violent passIon and left the house, followed, 

to our great satisfaction, b t e Baharnegash and his nephew, who 

seemed happy thus to get rid of a demand which tbey found them~ 

selves too weak to support. 

" In a 'few orinu e , amed Cbamie returned with a ' message 

from the Baharnegash, saying, that his people were very hungry , 
and that it was on this account only that he had asked for money; 

he hoped, notwithst ing, that we should continue good friends, 

and that he was ready to accompany us as soon as the mules ar-

ived; he also begged that what had , passed might not be menti· 

oned to the Ras. 
" August 9.-1 took a walk, as usual, after breakfast, and collected 

a few specimens of plants. The day was fine, and witbpu~ rain. 

In the course of our alk we saw a large bird much resembling the 

Abba Gumba of Bruce; but a shower coming on at the lOomeD , 

prevent dour portsmen from pursuing it. When the rain 

over, Capt in Rudland nt out ag~in, and killed a large b,ire 

by the natives D rh i (or ater fo I, from Derho, a bir , and' 

de a draWing. This bird inhabits 10 
~·raHv ';.~ro._.~CI1~:,b~Dua on WOl'JDL e had it cooked,. ~nd 

ell Sa oured, 

'.;"'~LnJ·r.tlle b er of the Baharnegash 
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waited upon Hamed Chamie, repeating his demand for mooey in 

the name of the towil's people, declaring that it was heir right, 

and that the~ were determined to be paid. Hamed Chamie aid, 

that an answer had already been given by me to the Baharaegash; 

and he very properly got t.l ,called for him, a d brought him to 

me, complaining of the behaviour of the people. e Ba r eg h, 

after pay 0 attention 0 tbe ,s id; 

that as our fbod atid dging bad e provid d by him8~f, no 

other person could possibly have any demand upon u . 

" August 5.-Nothing particular occurred this day. The weather 

was ·bright and iId~ Ii e a May day in d. 

'. J1ugnst 6 . ...:..& much raid, a mpblied by thunder and light

ning, fell this day, that e er aoarcely able to stir out Of doone 

I amused mysdf with drawing, and Captam Udlabd in collecting 

informatimr from file inbabita ta. 
";'fhe Baharn ash was ~ry urgent to hIVe a pictare fi 

the church; accordingly set Pearce to ·work, 0 painted one of 

the lrgin tb fa t in ing coloun, 

bic~ Th om er in our but at noon 
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received a letter trom Ourrum Ch nd; but no answer arrived to 

either of our letten sent to Massowah. Reports were in circulation 

that CaptaiD Court ad ~dtl firing on Massowah, as the natives des~ 

cribed an imn ~ettle hich but:st oyer the town. 

" e heard that the dead bodies of three men had been found, 

washed down by the torrent, on this side of Taranta. 

" Our sportSmen, hav~ng seen a dead horse and an ass lying in the 

skir:ts of the town, ere out for t 0 hours in the evening in pursuit 

of the hyamas, w h they supposed would be attracted by the car

cases. Utey discovel'ed a great number of these anima~s growling 

and fighting over their food, and making at times a hideous roaring: 

they must be possessed of great strength, as a single one as ob

served dragging along the entire carcase of the ho e: in s,ize they 

varied considerably, but Captain Rudland and Pearce both agreed 

that.one of them, hicb they ounded, was quite as Jarge as a small 

a . Some dogs of the village were gnawing the carcase, but they 

retired, snarling, to a 11 distance, on the approach of the hya:nas, 

who in their tum d' t /ieem to hay any inclination to attac 

h the hy::enaB, and feeding on the carcase 

ime with them, were smaller animals, 

. The m~ing as cold and foggy, but the 

ly 

a kafiJa, on its way hither frolR' Mas
_"2t~'r~~~ "'1f!AIthI~1t · t(M;j~lv by the sudden rise of the torrent at 

~ejJ;w(lft~I!~~~,*~:~',Ml~ls, iDd a great -part of the baggage were 

d collected some 
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plants. In the evening we all sallied forth on an alarm of an hyzna. 

We saw two, one of which Captain Rl,ldJand was lucky enough 

to shoot; the hal passed through the right r-bouJder and lodged 

in the neck, on which the ~imal immediatc;ly fell. Pearce ran up 

to it, and threw large stOIJes upon its head, and Mr. Carter thrust 

his sword down its throat, which soon dispatched it. 

"On hearing dIe shot, the people of the village all came ont, 

many of them armed with spears; but we could not prevail 

on any of them to assist in carrying our game home, as all the 

Abyssinians hold the. hyama in utter abhorrence. Our servants1 

however. brought him in great triumph, and hUllg him up to one 

of the ppsts before our door, that I might take a drawing of him in 

the morning, 

" August 9.-My first care in the morning was to examine the 

hyzna that w~ had shot t preceding night: it was a male, of the 

poued species (canis cr?cuta), and is called by the natives 

Zubbee; its prevcPling colOur is a dirty ligbt brown inclining to 

xcllow, with black spot : . the e tt ity of the tail is covered with 

18 and coarse black hair, iJce that of a horse's tail; on the back 

is a ridge of Jong hair, which tbat part bet cen the loins and 

head inclines forwards, hile t 

sb . iog by degrees, 
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" When the inhabitants came out to us last night, on hearing 

the report of Captain Rudland's gun, they were accompanied by 

several of their dogs, which, as soon as they perceived the hyama 

stretched out and roaring on the ground, fell upon him, and seized 

him with great fury; but, as I have already mentioned, these two 

animals, in ordinary circumstances, though mutually inimical, 

seldom venture on a contest. We have more than once observed 

their pa, sing and repa sing, each snarling, but neither venturing 

to begin an attack; and, one evening, both were seen feeding on 

the same carcase. The hyrena, however, -always retires from the 

presence of man; and the dogs, by barking, give notice to their 

master of its approach. 

" While we were touching and skinning the hyrena, the inhabi

tants looked on with eVIdent signs of horror and di~gust; the 

Bahamegash, however, begged the liver of the animal, which, 

fonns one of the ingredients of an ink in which charms are 

written, that are worn round the arms as amulets from all evil. The • 
man ho was sent for the liver seemed as much afraid of it as of a 

snake, and carried it a ay with great caution on the end of a long 

stick. 

" After we had 8 the hyama, we left him on the grass 

about one hundred yar.cis from our hut, where he remained 

touched by the dogs 0 ultures during the whole day; b\lt as,soon 

as 't becaD;le d k, carcase was dragged off and devour~d by 

aVJ_,_Iid. __ ._~ abse alions, we took a walle of about 

ith l' tie onby of observation. We 

hicb I made a drawing, 
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and took a carnelian alive. On our return we were ov 

very heavy rain, hail, thunder, and lightning. . 
. "I was engaged during the afternoon in making drawings ~r 

some plants that we h4ld collected ill our walk. 

"News arrived that Captain Court had been under the neces

sity of landing fifteen men from the Panther at Massowah, and,of 

threatening the Nayib, before he could get possession of the packet 

which we dispatched hence: to this no auswer has as yet been 

received. 

" August 10.-1 wrote a letter this mor ing to the Ras, informing 

bim of our delay at Dixan, and that, as we had received no intelli

gence with respect to the time when the mules from Adowa would 

probably arrive, we should in three days proceed with such con

veyances as we might be able to procure at this place. 

" Five dollars were required by the Baharnegash for the carriage 

of this letter to Anta)ow; with which demand, having no alterna

tive, I was oblige4 to comply. 

" We rode a hort distam;e out of town, but the weather com .. 

pelled us very soon to return; on our way back we passed over 

t~e high st part of the irregular hm on which Dixao is built; 

and which Bruce has oat very accurately described, when he cam

p ~it to a sugar loaf. as may be seen in of. my larger 

views. 

" On our return, we fou 

on H ed Chamie for 
depart . 

h demand had been made 

, 
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Hamed Chamie; I immediately sent for the Bahall1egCljh, and re
presented to him my surprise at what had passed: assuring him 

that I should leave Dixan in three days, and, if the letter should 

not arrive at Antalow before me, the blame would fall upon him. 

I afterwards thought it ex pedient to inclose the letter to Bashaw 

Abdallah, as the communication from Adowa to Antalow appeared 

more open than from this place. The Baharnegash attempted, but 

in vain, to prevent the letter being sent, by telling us he had in

formation that the mules would be here to-morrow. 

" In the evening there arrived a man from the village ofDagozie, 

two days journey hence, with intelligence that the mules from 

Adowa were near al hand. He brought also a lean cow from his 

uncle, who is Kantiba, or chief of the village above mentioned, as 

a present; in return for which I gave him two pieces of cloth. 

This, bowever, did not satisfy him; for, when we had retired to 

rest, he came to inform lI1e, that, as he was ahout to set ofr for 

Hamazen, if I bad any tbillg to give hiro, he b,egged to receive it 

immediately, After enquiring what were his demands, I learned 

that he had the modesty to expect a gift of an equal value with the 

mule he rode upon, which he estimated at the trifling sum ,of 

forty doJlars; upon this I referred hjm to Ham d Chamie, as was 

invariably -my custom all suc~ occasiolls, and he soon got~\ of 

bim, by recommending him to take his cow back again, for which, 

be thought he had already been most amply paid. 

" August 1 I.-In the course of this morning two men arrived, 

bringing intelligence fr Ncgada Moosa, that tbe muJes would be 

bere on the morrow; ut e had so many similar accounts, that 

1 d Bahameg d pay DO farther a1teut' to verbal 
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messengers, and, as these people might have come merely for the 

purpose of getting the usual recompense of a piece of cloth, I did 

not choose to comply with the custom any longer. 

" Heavy rain attended by thunder came on at noon, and the 

remaillder of the day was so dark and dismal, that in our hut we 

could not see to do any thing without a candle. Our whole party 

was unwell ilh ~iolent colds We killed a vulture, which upon 

examination, we pronounced" to be a bird of passage," since we 

could not discu ' r any of lhat powder which, Bruce says, the hill 

birds of this country are provided with, and which, it is to be 

observed, all the birds that we have hitherto kiJIed have been 

without. 

" August l~.-We passed the morning in anxious expectation 

of the arrival of the mules, and in preparing our fire.arms, Sec. for 

the journey. About twelve o,clock intelligence was brought us of 

their approach, and soon after, the Baharnega h introduced Hadjee 

Hamed, and a<}a Moosa; they brought each of them a letter 

from the Ras, in Arabic, mentioniug the former as a man in his 

confidence, to whom we were to make known all our wishes, and 

the latter as appointed. to take cbarge of our persons and baggage. 

They seemed to be mem of more respectability than any we had 

hit to met with since we left ha, and their retinue and attend

ants were numerous, and decently clad. The)' brought us informa

tion tll,at the Ras and hi family ere well; that he was him If 
exceedingly an ious to 8 U f b given orders to bring u ~p, 

without delay, by the nearest roa t to is presenc ; that all &.IIJIUP 

were prepared f4 us by his i I g 



DIXAN. 50S 

us, his head must answer for it. They likewise mcntiolled, that 

when we arrived within two days march of Antalow, an addi

tional retinue would meet us. Hadjee Hamed, immediate::Jy on his 

coming into our hut, recognized me, and I soon r(.collected that we 

had met at the vi11age of Badoor., on one of the islands of Port 

Mornington, and ,that he; then informed me he was on his way from 

the Sheriffe of Mecca to Ras WeHeta Selasse. After having taken 

coffee, they retired with Hamed Cham ie, and I gave an order 

for the purchase of five sheep for the better accommodation of the 

party. 

co Dixan was now extremely full of strangers, for besides our at

tendants from th"e Ras, there were 1cafilas hourly coming in both from 

Massowah and Adowa. The day was cloudy with a little thunder. 

,< August 13.- Hadjee Hamed and Negada Moosa sent Hamed 

Chamie early in the morning to deliver me the mules sent by the 

Ras; I therefore went to the door of our hut, and all the mules, 

in number twenty-one, were brought before mf; sixteen of them 

were of a large and coarse breed, for the conveyance of baggage, 

and five of a lighter, for our riding. This ceremony being over, the 

Baharncgasb informed me, that he would provide me with thr~e 

more, a sufficient number to accommodate all our people. I gave 

orders to have every thing prepared for setting out by day-Ii h~.on 

the morrow, having consented to remain here this day at the request. 

of our new attendants, ho were anxious for a little rest, and, with 

-- whom 1 ~ Jt desirous to commence our journey on as good terms 

as possible. Theyafte ards brought me flour and other necessaries, 

and informed us that eery thing in future, would be provided, for 

us, fa: of expense, by the Ra 's commands. 
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" In the evening ' the .Ba.harnegash visited u 

who had been a very troublesome fellow; and as we -knew 
he could not come , for any good purpose, we evaded all eo 

municati()n, on the plea of our interpreter being out of the wa,.~ • 

. The cause of. their visit, as w.e afterward lea edt as this: - the 

Baharnegasb had promilled us three mules, but being himself i 

posses ion oforily two, he' e peete to obtain t from hi ' 
-brother. This man, however, positively refused ~ accommodate 

him, saying, that as we had maJtl hi~ DO present we boold have 

nothing belonging to hi~. The BahaJ'negash. us the most urgent 

entreaties; but all in vain. , The only te s on ll'hkh would agree 

were, that his brother should give 'him an equal bare10t bat he 

might receive from us: T Baharnegash told him that he was 
going on with us to Anta ow, and that it might be ry long before 

he should receive any thing; he was neverthcl 

him half, so anxious he to keep his ' onl . 

however, deman4iDg irnrnediate payment, t e 

J-mder the necessity of sending to a neighbouriqg . 

instead of chimneys, have t 

the roof, but so narrow as to . ..,.,. 
smoke: the houses are 

sive ~rospect of the UI\J'ual"~""~ 

consists almost enti 

Dixan. 

" The only UUI.U •• "" 

willing, to give 

• Hig bf9ther, , 
megash 
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we visited. It is a place of a mean appearance, with a conical 

thatched roof, and mud walls. On entering the door of the inclo

sure (A) the boys who conducted us kissed the door posts: and . 

we, in conformity to their cqstoms, pulled off our shoes and hats, 

Oil entering the door of the building itself (B). The inner building 

was shut. The aisle tha~ surrounded it (c c) was strewn with 

ru hes j and on the wall were palnted rude figures in glaring 

colours, of St. George al}d St. Haimonout on horseback, with spear-s , 

and various other trange figures in as many strange postures. The 

priests bear large keys in their hands, like that which the painters 

place ill the hand of St. Peter. The natives all appear fond of crosses. 

The Baharnegash was highly pleased with one given to him by 

Captain Rudland. Most of the Christians here have a cross marked 

upon their breast, or their right arm, or forehead, which, with a 

blue sille string round their necks, they seem to think indispensable 

badges of their religion. They kiss every thing that has the least 

claim to sanctity or respect, a strong instance of which was the 

. Baharnegash's kissing the letter which I delivered to him for the 

Ras's Secretary, Bashaw Abdalla 

" The people whom I have hitherto seen, with few exceptions, 

are idle, ignorant, and dirty; they are of a very dark complexion, 

few having a claim to the appellation of copper-coloured, given 

them by Bruce. It is usual for them to say prayers over every 
• 

thing th y eat, drink, receive, or give away, concluding the cere-' 

mony with blowing upon it, in the same way as a conjuror does on 

hi balls • 

" lu these prayers they alway~ Lurn the face to the east, as they. 

tulU the heads of the "nimals which they kill to the west. They 
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refuse to taste of any thing killed by Mahomedans, whom they hold 

in great contempt. 

. "Boys marry at fourteen years of age, girls at ten, eleven, and 

twelve; both are circumcised on the eighth day after their birth; 

this operation is performed by women. 

" The number of wives possessed by each man varies from one 

to ten, according to their property, or as they are able to support 

them, as each woman must be furnished 'fith a separate pldce of 

residence. 
" Most of the laborious occupations, both abroad and at home, 

devolve upon the women; such as grinding the corn, bringing in 

wood and water, which is brought from a valley about a mile from 

the town, cultivating the ground, and picking herbs for the con

sumption of the day. They carry their children on their backs, 

and wear tanned hides round their waist ; their necks and arms 

arc ornamented with beads, and white shells; and the women of 

the higher class alJow the nails on the left hand to grow to a great 

length, wearing cases of leather on their fingers, several inches long, 

to preserve them. 

" Slaves are very dear at this place, if we are to be guided by the 

report of the inhabitants; but the price of these animals, like that 

of every other put up to the highest bidder, is greatly regulated by 
their out~rd appearance. If nature has ~een favourable, and given 

'them fine features, with a tol Iy fair skin, they sell for a great 

deal more than those of a darker colour. 

" The proportion of land cap Ie of cultivation, as far aa e 
an opportuoity of observ' 

the id of the hills, and 

~.,';I_ .. tly t consiat· of a . on 

of the 

• 



. , 

DIXAN. 507 

U The present seems to be the season of spring in this country; 

some of the inhabitants are now ploughing their fieJds with wooden 

ploughs. These are rudely shaped out of the root or branch of a 

tree, and sometimes the shares are formed of iron. After twice 

ploughing the land, the clods are brok~n with rude hooked 

instruments by the women, who at the same time pick out the 
weeds; t le grain is then strewn upon the ground, and they seem 

to make choice of the worst samples for seed. There are a great 

number of goats belonging to this place, but they are now mostly 

dry, in consequence of which milk is not to be obtained without 

great difficulty; the whole that we have been able to procure has 

not exceeded a pint per day. A small goat costs half a dollar. The 

sheep are most of them black, but some of them have white faces: 

the skins of all are valuable commodities, as they make excellent 

coverings; and no man moves a hundred yards from his house 

without having one hung over his shoulders. 

" We have as yet observed but few cows, an.d those miseraby 

poor. There is plenty of barley and juwarry, but we have not 

hitherto seen auy wheat. 

" White cloths are preferred at Dixan before any other colou.r. 

Tobacco, black pepper, looking-g1asses, snuff, spirits; and' large 

beads, are good articles for barter: green beads are at present in 

fashion, and therefore fetch a better price than any others. 

" The musical instrument that we heard at Massowah! and 

which I imagine to be Bruce's lyre, is in use her.e; it was played 

upon by .. ODe of the young priests. Their singing is, if possible, 

der than their usi, and both together are intolerable. 

" Bruce say. that allow no figures in relief; the few that 

VOL. lI • ST 
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we have yet ~een are two faces at the head of the couch on hich 

Is eep. 

. "The duties arising from the merchandize that passes through 

Dixan are collected by the person, at whose house the travelling 

merchant chooses to put up. Travellers are housed and fed during 

their stay, for which the landlord is recompensed either in goods 

01' money. The te at hkh they yon these occasions is said 

to be so very exorbitant, that I could give np credit to the report. 

" The Baharneg Ilh seems to pIe ide:; ov r Di an and six or seven 

adjoining villages; these appear to have agreed among themselves 

to continue in peace witL, and faithful to, each other. If at any 

time an oB'ence be committed, the whole body assembles, and the 

affair il di~cussed; but punishment is seldom inflicted, because the 

offender has an easy mode of evading it, by joining another hill 

tribe. It has been repeated to us by many of them, that they pay 

no tribute to the Ras; alld they asserted more than once that they 

were entirely independent of the Tigre government. This, however, 
• 

from several circumstances that occurred, we did not believe to be 

strictly the case; they may not pay him any revenue, but it is 

evident that they stand in awe of his authority' • 

. " The Bahamegash carries on the affairs of his government en

tirely by verbal messages. Judging from the little attention that 

the Gcesh characters in Bruce's book excited when we shewed them 
• 

to him. I do not believe that e is himself capable either of writing 

or reading. 
" There are no schools for the 

guage, that I ~ould find out., at 

persoDS ho co Id"ad 

ucation of youth, j 
t • h 
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sole book in their possession; and th08Q wbQ have oht~ineQ even 

th~s de~ree of knowledge ~r, cOQside.-ed as prie$ts; "t least in ~ ~ir 

OWD opinion. Of this order, upoo trial, QOt oqe in ~w«:in'Y co\:Ud 

'Yrite the characters which they read; iQd~ed we found but QDQ 

man in Dixan who attempted to write ~h«) I;lative topgue: from this 
person we begged the different characters of the Geesh alphabet; 
but his oBvious ignorance in this respect, gave us evident proof of 

his inability. Upon eJlquiry, we found that this person was not a 

resident at Dixan, but tra~eUed about the country in the character 

of a physician as well as priest, and had for some time past been 

exercising his skill in the former profession. 

" The present Baharnegash is a tall elderly man, with a mild 

countenance; the top of his head bald, and his hair bushy round 

his ears. His dress, like the rest of his people, consisted of a single 

garment wrapped round his body, and his only ensign of office 

was a peeled staff about six feet long, which was also borne by his 

reJations~ and those in authority under him. He performs the 

duties both of chief priest and governor, and recites prayers to his 

people both morning and evening, on which account he incu.'s 

some ridicule at court. The form of prayer commences with 

chanting three times over Jehu Arozoo (praise be to Jesus), in , 
which he is joined by the whole assembly. This is followed by 

Binta Mariam Arozoo; then Haimanot lohannim, Georgis, Welleta 

SeIasse, Bee. which are all in like manner three times chanted by the 

congregation. To this succeeds the invocation, with which it began, 

Jehu Arozoo; the chi f then recites several pr~yers, to which the 

congregatio 

greg bon 

en. The servic ends with the whole con
their faces to 
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the ground, calling out on the name of God-Tabbait-Tabbait
Tabbait. After this prostration the Baharnegash generally con

tinues praying by himself for a short time, and immediately after 

issues orders for the day, which chiepy relate to the care of th~ 

cattle, and similar employments. 
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II. 

Duties proposed to be levied by the Nayib of Massowah; referred 

to in p.245. 

F OUR dollars for a bale of tobacco of fifteen' maunds. 

One-fourth of a dollar for one Bengal bag of.166 lb. of rice. 

One dollar and twenty-two komassie for nine frassel of pepper. 

Three dollars for twelve Bombay maunds, (28 lb.) of cotton. 

One-fourth of a dollar for one frassel of kalai (block tin). 

One-fourth of a dollar for one frassel of gessel (tutenac). 

Three dollars for twenty frassel of red copper. 

Two dQlIars for four guz (twenty-eight inches) of red or blue 
broad·cloth. 

Eight dollars for one corge (twenty pieces) of fine piece goods. 

Five dollars for one corge ofhIue cosses . 

.f ~ Two dollars and a half for one corge of coarse cloth. Baftas. ~ 
One dollar and a quarter for one corge of chintz, fine. 

One dollar and a half for eight guz of kincaup or silk. 

Two dollars for eight guz of velvet. 

No duty on iron or gunpowder. 
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III. . 

Extracts from Captain Court's Report on his return frQm Massowah; 

referred to in p. 470. 

-
ON the 20th of July, liavin~ left Mr. Salt, with a guard of sepoys 

under Mr. Crawford, at Arkeko, I reached the vessel about eleven 

o'clock; and as the land wind almost ceased to blow before we left 

Arkeko in the cutter, I suffered much from the intense heat which 

prevails during the interval of calm between the land and sea 

breeze. I had hardly been on board one hour, when a hard squall 

of hot wind off the land suddenly arose, in which we parted our 

cable. Enveloped in a clond of dust, and suspecting from the ap- ' 

pearance of the sky that we were about to encounter very severe 

weather, I thought it unsafe to let go another anchor, and at once 

det rmined·to avail myself of the opportunity then affurded me, by 

the wind blowing from the north-westward, to run the ve sel out 

of the harbour, and endeavour to get sea-room, before the gale 

should become too violent; and, ill the event of the weather dear

ing up, it was my intention, as well with a view to intimidate the 

Nayib from raising any more obstacles to Mr. Salt's immediate de

parture, as to facilitate Mr. Crawford's return to the vessel with the 

guard of sepoys, to . have tried to effect a passage into Arkeko Bay 1 

and bring the Panther to an anchor abreast that town. The squall 

continued with great viole[we till half past four P. M.; and it was 

not till half past seven o'clock that we had accomplished the pur

pose abovementioned. 

VOL. U. s u 
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As soon as the vessel was anchored, I sent the .cutter on shore 

well manned and armed, under char~e of Mr. Denton, and was 

uch pleased, about nine o'clock, to see her returning with 

Lieutenant Crawford and the sepoys, all safe. I had also the great 

additional gratification to learn from Lieutenant Crawford, that the 

appearance of the Panther standing into Arkeko Bay had produced, 

in the minds of the Nayib and his faithle and rapacious Ascari, 

the exact sensation and cffect that I had Roped, and expected it 

would; and that it was not until she hove in sight, that they 

ceased to importune Mr. Salt for more money upon new pretences, 

to which every fresh instant gavc birth. 

On the 21 st, I quitted Arkeko Bay to proceed to the Island of 

DohuJ, where we had been informed that provisions and fresh water 

mig ht be obtained. As we passed Massowah, I hove the vessel to, 

and sent an officer on shore in the cutter with a message to Currum 

Chund, respecting the anchor we had left in the harbour, and at 

the same time desi ed him to inform the N ayib that I should be 

<'" back: in six days, when I hoped to receive, without delay, Mr. Salt's 

dispat~hes for Lord Val~ntia from hi hands, as I had not the least 

dO\1bt of their arriving from Dixan by that time. Having received 

a satisfactory answer from Currum Chund, I proceeded on to 

Oohul, and anchored the Panther in safeLy off the N. W. side of it 

a~ sunset. ·Being informed by the islanders that the proper anchor

age was on the east side of the island, and the account I had re

ceived at Massowah, " that plenty of horned cattle, sheep, and goats, 

witl:t abundance of good water, might be procured at this place" 

being confirmed, we weighed anchor, and worked round the south 

.ide to the proper ancho c, ere:o came to in three fathom at 

• 
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the distance of one and a qua~ter from the island. A,spit of sand 

which runs off the south end ofDohul breaks the sea, and shelters the 

roads in some measure, in that direction, and a similar one to the 

northward protects it from the violence of the N. W. winds; but 

it would be dangerous riding here when the wiud blo vs hard from 

any point on the eastern-board, 
On our first coming among them, we found the inhabitants of 

this island, who in number .did not exceed thirty grown persons, 

inoffensive, mild, and hospitable; and I was in hopes that my 

presents of rice, tobacco, and blue cloth, might have made tl~em 

so much our friends, that they would have cheerfully supplied 

us with water, and such live stock as we wanted, at a reason

able price; that is to say, at the rates we had been accustomed to 

procure them, at Massowah. I was led however, very soon, to 

entertain a different opinion: for the islanders, in consequence of 

injunctions, no doubt brought from the Nayib by a boat which 

arrived here shortly after the Panther, entirely changed their co -

duct towards us; and from being v~ry forward and willing to 

render us e~ely service in their power, became quite the .reverse, 

and seemed extremely desirous to get rid of us as soon as possible. 

In addition to this vexatious circumstance, I had the mortification 

to find that, in consequence of the long drought universally com

plained of in the Red Sea, the Doh111 wells, which are, .. believ~ in 

num,ber about twenty, several of which however were dry, could 

not supply us nearly so expeditiously as I wished and expected, with 

tll large quantity of water we required to replenish our stock:; I 

therefore determined upon going to Dhalac, where I was certain that 

we could, in t 0 or three days, procure as much as we wanted. 
) 
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Aft~r purchasing a few young goats, which are here, as well as at 

Valentia Island, excellent, I left Dohul on the 26th of July P. M. ; 

but owing to contrary winds and threatening weather did not reach 

Nockara Roads, until the next day about noon, at which time it 

blew a hard gale from the estward. At five P. M. the wind 

began to veer round to the southward, and the weather to wear. 

altogether so threatening an aspect, thilt I w~ induced to stri~e the 

lower yards and topmasts. This and every other possible precau

tion being taken, and all our anchors down, saved us, under God's 

providence, from shipwreck. Since I have been at sea, I never have 

in any vessel rode out a harder gale of wind at anchor; nor was I 

ever in my life at anchor on a lee-shore with so awful a prospect of 

inevitable destruction, had an accident happened to one of our 

cables. The gale continued with unabated violence from four P.M. 

of the 27th until ten A.M.'of the 28th. During the whole of the 

night loud peals of thunder, vivid lightni'ng, and a sea of fire, 

fOcreased the terrific( horrors of our situation. Thanks be to God ! 

we rode the storm out, which began to abate considerably about 

noon on.the 28th; and in the evening Unus brought us off sixteen 

casks of water. 
At five P. M. on the soth, having replenished our stock of this 

article, we weighed and made sail for Massowah harbour, in which 

we ·anchored in safety a quarter before ten, A. M. on the 2Sth, and 

were fortunate enough, with the assistance of a diver, procured 

us by Unus, to recover th e bow anchor wehad parted from, and 

left behind us on the 20th. 
Having learned that a kafila as a 'ved from Dixan, I applied 

to the Nayib to know whether 1 t had not come by it for 

• 
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Lord Valentia; but received an answer that none had ~rrived. 

On the Slst, having gained intel1igente from Unu that dispatches 

from Mr. Salt were certainly in the possession of the Nayib, I 

wrote to him by Un us to demand tb m, and to say that I would 

not wait any longer, but should proceed to Mocha, with or without 

them, and would there receive Lord Valentia's instructions how to 

act: in consequence of" such wanton and ullmerited perver ity, but 

that I would leave {]bus for forty-eight hours, in hopes that the 

Nayib would perceive the injustice of his conduct, and the un

pleasant circumstances to which it must lead; and in consequence, 

be induced to send the letters by him. 

By the assistance of a fair spirt of wind we got out of the harbour 

at eleven o'clock P. M. 

On the 1st of August we found in the morning that we had 

been driven by tbe strong northerly currents in sight of DobuI. 

We beat against these currents and a strong S. E. wind for another 

twenty-four hours, and found ourselves in pr cisely the same situ;t

tion on the following morning. 

On the 2d, I had the pleasure of seeing Unus's dow l~ave the 

harbour of Massowah, and make directly for us. In a few bours 

he came on board, and delivered me letters from Mr. Salt, an

nouncing his safe arrival at Dixan. For the six following days we 

beat against adverse winds and currents without being able to. get 

round Hurroo point. At length we rounded it in the burst of a 

land gale from W. N. W. under a fore stay-sail, at midnight: We 

had afterwards a fair wind, and passed the Aroes at sun-set on 

the lOth. 

At three o'clock OD the 11 th we were abreast of the town of 

• 
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Mocha .in nineteen falborn. At five it became so black and threat

ning over the land, that although in six fathom, we could see 

neither shipping nor town. Having no land mark to guide us, we 

erroneously supposed ourselves to be to the north of the town; but 

on the weather clearing, discovered that we were ten miles to the 

south of it. Trifling as was the distanc i a..CI six days before. we' 
were able to beat up against the strong north-wester, which gen,er

ally kept us unuer our close-reefed top sails." On the 16th we an

chored in Mocha roads. 

(Signed) CHARLES COURT. 




