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undisturbed in the midst of our camels and baggage. There is no
water at this place. T e

“ July 21.—As soon as the moon arose, whxch was about half
past two, we commenced our morning’s march. The air was plea-
santly cool, and the road, which Was-gwd,-fwinded among the
gullies of the mountains, at times cmmng the dry beds of the tor-
rents. There was at this time little vari etyofvcgetauon, almost
every thing being burnt up: the Acacia, which grows to the height
of about forty feet, nearly covered the face of the country; round
the trunks of this tree were twined the stems of various chmbmg
plants, which were completely leafless. :

“ We were much gratified, after being wearied with the sun-burnt
foliage of the Acacia, with the sight of green trees at a distance,
indicating the presence of fresh water. /e aocor’dmgly soon found

ourselves on the bank of a torrent _eallgd Wﬁahi ‘much discoloured
by the dirt and rotten wood brought ‘down by it from the hills
whence ;t rises. By thc nde of thxs stream we hung up the walls of
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also made common cause with them, so that, had they not been
deterred by the superiority of our fire-arms, I am persuaded that
even our lives would scarcely have been safe. They made de-
mands of tobacco, rice, coffee, and liquor, on the plea that the
Nayib had given them nothing but a little juwarry. These we
resisted ; but, at length promised to buy them some goats and
juwarry, if we met with any, and to give them a small quantity of
tobacco ; but to satisfy such villains was impossible. We quitted
Weah at three P. M. and passing the torrent, which was shallow,
and running in an easterly direction, proceeded over the plain to
the south a little westerly. Captain Rudland made an excursion
with his gun, and saw many deer of different kinds, hares, par-
tridges, and guinea-fowl : he was attended by a famous Shangalla
hunter, armed with his spear and shield, the latter of which was of
a circular form, two feet and a half in diameter, and made of the
skin of the rhinoceros.  He was a very handsome young felléw,
straight-limbed, and appeared to be a truly brave man, for he was
well behaved, and despised the wrangling of the Ascari.

“ We saw a few people of the Shiho tribe on the hill, and some
wolves: alter passing a second stream as muddy as the former, we
encamped for the night. The name of this station is Markela ; it
was at that time occupied by a tribe of the Hazorta, which had come

down with its flocks into the low country for water. The Sheik
of the tribe ‘called himself a Dancallé. Their encampment was
nearly cgtuiar,and about a hundrcd yards in dumeter, well fenced




474 HAZORTA ENCAMPMENT.

resting place during the night for their goats and sheep, of which
they had an ample stock.

“ After we had settled our encampment, the Ascari came round
me, headed by their chief, and in a very insolent tone repeated
their former demands, declaring that unless these were complied
with, they would instantly leave us, take the cattle, and return.
I told them, that they might themselves depart as soon as they
pleased ; but that I would certainly shoot the first person whom I
should see meddling with the camels. I now sounded the man in
charge of the camels, and found him more tractable than the
Ascari, which convinced me that t}he whole was an attempt to
alarm us. In consequence of what had passed, I ordered all our
fire arms to be loaded, and a two hours watch was kept during the
night, by myself, Captain Rudland, Mr. Carter, and Pearce.

“ The villagers about this time brought in their goats and sheep,
consisting in the whole of at least five hundred. I purchased three
for two dollars, and distributed them among our guard and drivers;
we ourselves supped heartily on rice and salt-fish, having eaten
nothing but a little biscuit in the course of the day. The water has
hitherto been very muddy, though not ill-tasted. Our computed
distance from Arkgko is twenty-four miles.

] uly 22.—Our attendants made no preparation for commencing
our journey at the time appointed; we found, on inquiry, that
"the delay was occasioned by thc non-arrival of the long promised
mules of the Nayib, which havc JOlned us at this plaae
Very intelligible hints we :
none of them would
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relieved soon after, by the arrival of an Abyssinian Christian with
ten mules in his charge, from Dixan. He was sent, by the express
command of the Ras, to convey us and our baggage, with all possi-
ble speed, to his presence at Antalow, and the strictest orders had
been issued to ensure our personal safety during the remainder of
the journey. On receiving this welcome intelligence, I called the
chief of the Ascari to me, and acquainting him with what had
happened, gave him and his followers full liberty to quit us as
soon as they pleased. This they none of them chose to do; but
finding that all hopes of obtaining any thing by force were now at
an end, they promised better behaviour for the future ; upon which
we consented to their continuing with us.

“ By this time it was ten o'clock, and the intense heat of the day
induced us to defer our journey for a few hours; we theréfore hired,
for a little coffee, the hut belonging to the Sheik of the tribe near
which we had encamped: it was just large enough to hold our two
beds,* which we covered with mats, and thus gbtained a comfort-
able retreat from the rays of the sun. The old Sheik and his wife
paid us many begging visits in the course of the day, with which
we could readily have dispensed, as the lady was neither young
nor handsome, and possessed a most invincible volubility of tongue.
Before our departure she came in to examine all her valuables, and
gave us a vociferous scolding for having drank some water without
leave.

“ This tribe seem to fare tolerably well; they have milk and
butter, and a fruit called Gersa, which when boiled greatly resem-

‘J“Two small beds taken from our sea cots, which Captain Rudland and myself had
found very serviceable to us,
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bles the common pea; they also kill two goats for their daily con-
sumption. The Nayib’s two servants, with his mule, quitted us at
this place, and at three P. M. the rest of the party set out, mounted
on the mules from Dixan, which with our thirteen camels made a
very respectable appearance. The road seemed perfectly secure,
and well frequented, as we saw, almost every hour, small kafilas of
twenty or thirty people passing with merchandize to Arkeko.

“ After winding about among the acacias, for three miles or
more, we turned into the dry bed of a torrent, where at first we
suffered much from the heat. Our servants having neglected the
most necessary precaution of filling the skins with water, we were
in the course of our march incommoded with thirst, the heat being
intense. I was for a time relieved by the kindness of a poor fellow
coming down from the hills, who gave me a portion of a small
quantity that he carried in a cruise upon his back. As we proceeded,
the valley became contracted to a rocky gully not more than one
hundred yards wide, bounded on each side, and overshadowed by
steep and lofty hills.

“ We passed a small burying place on our left; and soon alter,
the two ridges of mountains apparently closed, having at their foot
a little rising ground called Hamhamou, a few yards distant from
the bed of the torrent, where we halted for the night. We had just
unloaded our camels, and were congratulating ourselves on having
arrived at the end of a harassing day’s journey, during which we
had tékm no refreshment, exoept‘ breakfast, when our guide told
us that a storm was at hand. We accordingly collected our bag-
gage in haste, covered it over with the walls of the tent, and were
in the act of pitching the tent itself, when the: ) mmmme on with
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great violence, accompanied by loud thunder and vivid lightning,
We all huddled together in the tent for shelter, but could not boast
much of the protection which it afforded. To add to our trouble,
it had no sooner grown dark, (the storm being now at its height),
than an alarm was given by the Ascari, who were on the outside,
that the natives were coming upon us. We instantly seized such
fire-arms aswere at hand, and rushed out to receive the enemy, into
so drenching a rain as would presently have rendered our fire-arms
entirely useless. Fortunately, however, it proved to be a false
alarm, excited, I have no doubt, by our Ascari, who, if we had
not shewn ourselves ready to repel aggression, would in all proba-
bility have taken the opportunity of at least plundering us.

“ About an hour after this disturbance, we heard the torrent
come rushing down, while the thunder still continued roaring in
tremendous peals among the mountains. The air was now become
so cold as to render both a cloth coat and camoline * very accept-
able, although the thermometer, when we first arrived at this
station, was as high as eighty-four degrees.

“ The storm continued for four hours, during which some of our
party, cxhausted.by fatigue, fell asleep, and the rest of us soon
after, notwithstanding our uncomfortable situation, followed their
example.

“ July 28.—It was curious to observe, in the morning, how
completely our tent was filled, there being not only ourselves and
servants, but the Ascari, camel-drivers, and three asses, that had
crept in during the mght for shelter.

“ The hills t.ht here 5 seem to close, run nearly in a south direc-
tion; they are oommd of large strata of burnt brown stone, with

* An Arab cloak,
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here and there layers of white spar; they are thinly covered with
stunted Acacias and brushwood, and rise so steep as completely
to shut out all distant hills. The rising ground on which we are
encamped, is at present only a heap of bare gravel and loose stones,
covering a rocky base, out of the crevices of which shoot forth a
few green bushes. Bruce passed a night on the same spot; and it
was his fortune, as well as ours, to encounter here a terrible storm,
which, as usual, he describes with some exaggeration; although
he was here on ihc 17th of November, a very different season.

“ From this place there is a winding path of a mile or more
leading up the mountain on the eastern bank of the torrent, to some
springs and natural cisterns in the rock, from which the tribes on
the hills supply themselves with excellent water of a crysta'lline
clearness. While we were at breakfast, a few miserable naked
wretches, who live somewhere in the neighbourhood, came to us
begging; we willingly made them partakers of our meal.

“ Before we recommenced our journey, Guebra Michael, our
Abyssiniaﬁ guide, came to us, and recommended, as provisions
were beginning to fall short, to dismiss the Nayib’s Ascari. I was
not sorry for the opportunity, and therefore ordered them imme-
diately to depart, with which, as they now found all their conse-
quence was gone, they reluctantly complied, on receiving two
dollars each as a bribe.

“ We quitted Hamhamou about ten A. M the water having
nearly subsided, and occupying only a small part of the bed of the
torrent along which, as before, we took our way. As we advanced,
the gully gradually became pam)wer. and our ides urged us to
make all possible expedition, fearin "7_that more W mtght come
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down from the mountains. This actually took place about noon,
though there had been no appearance of rain; but fortunately it
was not in such quantity as matefially to impede our progress.
Indeed our mules were so well trained, that it was no small obstacle
which could disconcert them; and it was continual matter, both
for surprise and satisfactiongto see with what care they passed over
the rocks and loose stones that incumbered the road, as we repeat-
edly crossed and re-crossed the stream.

“ We passed by a cave inhabited by a family of the natives; in
it was a woman grinding corn, and some children playing about
her. The general face of the country began to improve, the vegeta-
tion was fresher, and we observed a considerable variety of plants;
some of them seemed to belong to the liliaceous tribe, and made a
very beautiful appearance. Captain Rudland killed a curious bird,
of which I have a drawing.

« At half past four we arrived at Sadoon, distant, from Ham-
hamou, according to our computation, about, ten miles. This
station is a small green plot, shaded by the same kind of trees as
those which we saw at Weah; it is within a few yards of the
stream, and is entirely surrounded by woody mountains. As there
seemed to be a probability of rain, we pitched our tent, and
stowed within it all our baggage for the night. From the time that
_the Ascari had left us, the nightly watch, which had been kept
before by ourselves, was entrusted to Pearce, Hamed Chamig, and
the Abyssinian Christian, and muskets .ﬁrcd at stated intervals.
The thermometer at day break was 77°, and at noon 86°.

. July 24.—Our expectations of rain were happily disappointed,
for the night proved very fine, though cold. In the morning we

vvvvvvv
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observed that the stream had deposited the mud by which it was
discoloured the evening before, and was now running quite clear:
we saw in it a number of small fish rcscmblmg gudgeons.

« Between six and seven o'clock we recommenced our journey
along the stony border of the stream, sometimes turning ofl into
groves of trees, beneath the shade of which the ground was covered
with green turf. Captaimr Rudland shot a small deer of the same
kind as those we met with at Massowah, and a large bird of the
grouse kind. After passing a small burying-ground, named Willo,
we arrived at a thick grove, not unlike the mango topes of India:
the trees of which it was composed also reminded us of the mango
trees, from the form of their leaves and manner of bearing their
fruit; this latter, however, was not a pulpy berry, but a hard nut
inclosed within a thin husk. The natives all declared that it was
poisonous ; but Mr. Carter eat three or four of the kernels without
experiencing any inconvenieuce. ~ .

“ Soon after, we arrived at Tubbo, a very picturesque station,
abounding in groves of various shady trees, and surrounded by
abrupt cliffs and precipices. Bruce has well described this place;
but though there were a great variety of birds around, their notes -
did not appear to me to be different from what we had often before
heard. The mountains hereabouts are inhabited by the Hazorta,
‘Welleihah, and above fifty other tribes, according to the concurrent
reports of the people of Dixan and Arkeko; whence it may be
inferred that almost each hill has its ﬂlsunct tﬁbc. TheHazorta
are at present, and have been for m: ms
the Nayib of Massowah; %t
is at 'open-wag"~ with him. '
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unarmed, accompanied by his little boy ; they were both of them
black, and very thinly clad, and were very grateful on being pre-
sented with a small piece of tobacco.

““ We saw here two large trees of the sycamore fig,being about
nineteen feet in girth at their bases; out of the sides of the larger
boughs were growing great bunches of figs, which, however, were for
the most part devoured by the black ants before they were ripe: a
species of Asclepias also grows here in great abundance, as indeed it
does all the way from Arkeko; of its wood the inhabitants make
handles for their knives and swords. We remained at Tubbo, enjoy-
ing the grateful coolness of its shade, till half-past five, and then it
was not without difficulty that I prevailed on our people to go
another stage. Our road still continued along the bed of the
torrent; but besides the trees already mentioned, the tamarind now
began to make its appearance: we also saw several monkeys on the
hills ; .they were chiefly of three species; one was the kind
common at Mocha ; another was distinguished by its large size, and
white hair on the head and beard; the third was much smaller
than the others, and had a white beard, and white rings on the
tail. We also saw the rock rabbit, which appeared to be like the
Ashkoko of Bruce. In less than an hour we arrived at Illilah (Lila
of Bruce), where we took up our quarters for the night under a tree,
without taking the troublg to pitch the tent, there being nb appear-
ance of rain. We slept unmolested by wild beasts, and undisturbed
by noise of any kind, but found the air very cold towards morning,
especially during the strong gusts of wind which came down at
- intervals fiom the hills. Oun computed distance from Sadoon was

cight miles. The thermometer at 5 A. M. was 7 7"
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“ July 25.— We resumed our journey at an early hour, not-
withstanding the appearance of the sky foretold heavy rain. The
road, which had been very perceptibly ascending all the way from
Arkeko, now rose more rapidly ; much elephants dung lay scat-
tered about, and the branches of most of the fig-trees were lopped
off nearly to the top, to give an opportunity to the cattle of browz-
ing on the leaves and tender shoots, the grass being entirely burnt
up: on the sides of the hills we perceived a few huts, and several
of the inhabitanuts.

¢ After a march of nearly two hours we reached a place called
Assubah, where therc was a burying ground. We saw here a few
men attending a large herd of cattle, of whom we purchased, for
four dollars, a eow to serve as provision for our people during the
ascent of Taranta. In about a quarter of an hour more we reached
our station at the foot of that mountain, We had now proceeded
with our camels as far as the unevenness of the ground would per-
mit, it was therefore mecessary to seek for some other method of
getting our baggage conveyed to Dixan. For this purpose we
opened a negociation for the use of some bullocks, with some of the
Hazorta tribe, who inhabit the mountains; but not being able to
agree on terms, we procured only one of these animals, and finally
concluded a bargain with some men and boys, for the conveyance
of our packages on their shouiders. Duripg this transaction a man
of some consequence among them, called Sheik Ummar, had been
making a demand of tobacco, coffee, &c. for allowing us to pass the
mountain ; this claim not being mﬁOned to me immediately by
those to whom the chief had stated it, he ;houghihiim,el{ neglected,
rose up in a violent passion and s r, his quat:apd__éhigld.'mshed
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down the hill with his attendants, muttering threats as he went.
Being unwilling needlessly to hazard the serious consequences
which this affair might produce, I'sent after him, and in an amicable
conference explained the mistake, and gratified him .with the
trifling presents required. In the evening the Hazorta chiefs all re-
turned, accompanied by an old man of great authority among them.
This venerable patriarch, who was said to have around him three
hundred relations, placed himself on a rising ground, and having
raised his garment on the end of a spear, and demanded silence,
made a speech to the following effect.

~ «Beit known to all, that these people who are passing are great men,
friends of the Nayib of Massowah, friends of the Sultaun of Habesh,
friends of the Ras Welleta Selassé, and friends of the Baharnegash
Yasous; we have received and eaten of their meat, drank of their
coffee, and partaken of their tobacco, and are therefore their friends ;
let no man dare to molest them.” On this there was a general
buzz of approbation, and all was quiet and settled. We were how-
ever again disturbed by the Nayib’s people in the evening, who
made fresh demands upon us, backed with threats; to these, how-
ever, we paid no farther regard than arming ourselves as usual for
the night, which we passed without molestation. The thermometer
in the evening was 76°.

“ July 26.—The Hazorta chief being this morning in a very
friendly humour, 1 availed myself of the circumstance to make
some enquiries concerning the tribe to which he belonged. He
told me that they married four wives ; that he himself had that

number, and nine children, five girls, and four boys; that the po-
pulation of the tribe amounted to about five thousand; that they
VOL. 1I, 7 30







we had stxll retamed thh us toserveas gmdes, knowmgthat when
 we should have crossed the mountam, they could no longer with

safety contmue their msolence and rapacity, resolved to throw |

every obstruction in the way of our further progress; accordingly
they began by deserting us: we fortunately however met with a
'young Sheik descending the mountain, who, for a small recompense,
- agreed to be our gmdc upon which we continued our journey. In
about a quarter. of an ixour afterwards we were overtaken by the
~ Nayib's guide, who had already given us so much trouble: he now

insisted on our halting, giving us to undcrstand that thcn: was il
neither water, provisions, nor restmg-place to be found abave, i

therefore that we must take up our station where we were, ‘m, L5

proceed over the mountain the next day. Having said this, he i W, Al
mediately seized Captain Rudland’s mule very roughly, and on my %
‘passing him he came forwards to lay hold of mine; this howcverJ :
;)revented by drawmg my hanger, and threatcmng him to cut hma |
down if he offered the least molestation. On this he desmed, and
seated hlmself on a sw::e by thc road side in a vmlcnt tage. But
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ourbaggagc one of ‘oui'heavwst boxes, oontammg ammumtxon and
dollars, of cormderable wexght. was, to our surprize, brought up
by a boy about thxrteen  years of age; and one of the walls of our
large tent, together with the two poles, were couvcyed by onp
man from the bottom to the top of the pass in about four hour A
It is not easy to reconcile these facts, with Bruce’s representatwn of
the extraordmary dxﬂiculues with which he had to contend during
two days in gomg "over the same dnstame, unlcas thc re-estabhsh-
ment of peace between the Néynb and the tnbe bf Hazorta, had
been attended by a surprizing 1mprovcment of the road, whwh m ‘
not probable, as by Bruce’s own account the trade, if we may
judge by the number of slaves, was then fully cqual to what it is

at present. Besides, we did not meet with a single hyzna or trog-
lodytxcal cave ; and :lugk:ly « had not our hands and knees cut by
.fmqucnt falls, or our faees torn by thorny bushes; whlch Jast,
'mdwd, appears scarcely possible in so open and frequented a path
P 'I’he only part of our baggage that did not reach us till late at
i ’:‘mght, was the ﬂy* of the tent, and my bed, whith were carried on
the back of an consequence of wh:ch the evenmg bemg
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) 1.mmtimm for i Thay hkem mmtlomd, that
‘»’r«‘_m‘n arvived within two days march of Antalow, an addi-
~ tional retinue would meet us. Hadjse Hamed, ammedutely oﬁ' hu
coming into our hut, recognized me, and I soon recollected thaet we
had met at the village of Badoor, on one “of the islands of Port
* Mornington, and that he then informed me he was on his way from
the Sheriffe eﬂM a to Ras'Welleta Selassé. After having taken
onﬁhﬂ,'ﬁny retirec wiﬁiiﬂ’ med Chamie, and I gave an order
for the pnmhasc of five sheep M*«tha betﬁe mwmmadatmu «of tahc
pgrty, 3 £ s PGk . ':!"“. e R
“Dixan was now extremely ﬁaﬂof tr inger ihrbuxdesmuratr
{obidasitn BibY (e Ras, there were kafilas hourly coming in both from
Massowah 'and Adowm ‘The day was olwdy' mth al httle thtmdu "
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