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conler broken. The priest info him that it belonged to the Sheik 

Sultaun, (he is called both), who built the tanks. It is immediately 

.... U" .... 'L ... to the principal rno que, and by the natives constantly kept 

moist with oil. Among the ruins were sever pieces of brick and 

glass, some of which were pcr~ ctly clear. The women seemed 

to be kept out of the way, as they never appeared except at a dis~ 

tance, and the men objected to their being approached by strangers. 

The men had not the curly head of the egroes. There are no trees 

near the town e ccpt two doomt·rees and some Acacias. In pite of 

the opposition of the old pilot, who assured him that there were 

Bedowees, Sec. ill the place, Mr. Salt determined to go up a small 

ascent, whence he had hopes of seeing the Antelope. He set off. 

alone, but finding that he persevered, several of the native soon 

followed. He ascended without the least molestation, and had the 

good fortune to ascertain the following bearings. The Antelope 

N. S~ W. the mosque nearest the sea S. f W. the other end of the 

town S. -1>. E. distant a mile and three quarters; the extremes of 

Chumma S. i W. and S. W. L. S.; a sand S. W. b. W. 

Le~ving the hills, Mr. Salt proceeded about half a mile north to 

a creek, which they said is the satne that separates Dhalac from 

Nokhara, and ends here; a small boat may come up it. Dobelew 

is reckonep two days journey distant; okhara one; so that their 

day's journey is about lIin miles. About four o'clock the party set 

off on its return. W they got to the wells, the baggage, with old 

Hassan, was not come up. They waited some time, and at length 

ent the pilot to look for him. It was rly' t hours before he 

made his a rauce, with a pitiful story that h d fallen asleep 

on the road/during which ~ll the tbin~ been stolen. 'Fhe 
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pilot soon came back by a different way. This old rascal had made 

80 ma,ny active attempts to cheat them, though in most he had been 

fi'uslrated byHyder, thafiMr.Salt had not the least doubt that this was 

another plan to extort money, by re·obtaining the articles lost; he 

'was the more confirmed in this idea, from·the pilot's extreme anxiety 

~o have them intrusted to old-Hassan, as being honest,inslead of a 

younger man, who could have kept up with the party. The only 

serious circumstance wa Mr. Salt's drawing book being among 

the articles; he therefore threatened the severest vengeance if the 

book, Sec. were not produced by morning. They returned to the 

vessel, and by day· light the next morning the old rogue brought 

, every thing, pretending they were obtained with difficulty from a 

person to whom he had given two dollars, which he desired might 

be repaid him. This was. positively refused l and he 0 Iy got the 

four dollars that we~e originally paid for his boat. 

I had many observations to. make respecting Mr. Bruce's account 

of these islands, but resolved to defer them till I could fully e:n te I' 

on the subject. In the morning the Dola came off in the boat: he 

breakfasted with us on coffee and sweetmeats, . and eemed much 

pleased. I gave him a few pounds of coffee. In the course of the 

day, his son brought several baskets of !!hells, among which were 

some very excellent. I learnt nothing more respecting the place, as 

the boats were employed in bringing water. At night, bo ever, r. 

Hall', the first Lieutenant, was permitted by Captain tys to go to a 

reef, whenc . he proC;Ured lOme very fine 5 e tE ini); one species-
• 

had spines a foot long, and sharp a a lit: dl; other "as of a 

larger iiid, and hen cleaned, very beautiful. 

not remarkable. of r or coraline I ha 
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May 23.-1 had given notice to Captain Keys that 1 wished to 

proceed to Massowah. The old Dola came on board ill his catama

ran, (rather an undignified conveyance,) \vith his son, who requested 

a passage to Massowah: this was willingly granted. His father sent 

a letter by Captain Keys to the Nayib, praising, as I heard, our good 

behaviour while at his island. He received the money due to him, 

and having expressed a wish to hear one of the great guns, as he 
I 

called them, fired, Captain Keys saluted him with one as his cata-

maran left th side of th :tlti p. We weighed anchor between ten and 

eleven, and with a tolerable breeze bore away for Ras Gidden, which, 

since we had left Valentia, had never been out of sight. The pilot 

kept us so much to windward, that at three o'clock we were oppo· 

site' to Massowah, though distant about three leagues. The wind 

was very light, and we were not able to get completely into the bay, 

but anchored without. We were alarmed during this day's sailing 

by a man calling oilt that there were shoals right a-head; but they 

proved only masses of floating fishes spawn, which had so defined an 

outline, and were so extensive, a to have the complete appearance 

of shoals. In the night we heard several guns from the shore. 
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MA y 24.-At six we were underweigh, but were obliged soon to 

come to an anchor, as the land-wind was against us, and there was 

no room to work. Mr. Maxfield had been sent off in the jolly boat 

t-o the shore, where we saw a considerable crowd collected close to 

a mud building, which we presumed to be the castle. On his re

turn he informed us, that the natives had perceived our approach, 

and had taken us for the Wahabees, iri consequence of which the 

Nayib had come over from Arkeko, and they had been all night 

under arms. Mr. Maxfield informed them that a great man was on 

board, going to Suez, who would probably pay the Nayib a visit; 

that we wished for permission to enter the port, and obtain water 

and provisions; that we were willing to salute the fort' with three, 

five, or seven guns, whichever the Nayib, would return. He.was at 

the head of his troops, and replied, that he ·should be happy to see 

the great man; that the island and every thing it afforded was his, 

and that he would return five guns, but did not wish fQr more, as 

it would alarm the Bedowees of the surrounding country, and make 

them ltasten down 0 protect him. Mr. Maxfield said the natives 

were extremely civil, and told him, he might stay ifhe pleased, and 
• • 

!tend aw y the boat. This he thought picious, for which we 

laughed at him, and compared him to Mr. Bruce, who thought the 

man near Crab Island must be a villain from his smiling . 

• 
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'" so trongly I cted our old pilot, that we would not per· 

mit him to leave the hip till I had gone on shore and secured 2t 

go d reception. During the whole voyage he had been threatening 

the Naqueda - of the dow that he would, 011 his arrival here, com

plain to the Nayib of his inju dce in i ing him only fifteen dollars 

for piloting the hip to Massowah, when h himself received so. 

large a sum as rOtH hun-dred. When he saw the dow"s boat going 

on shore with-out him, he thougll t they might maJce theil' tory 

good, and hi rag exc d d all bound: he caned to the ,on thei 

peril, not to proce d" and, when they went on, continued mutter

ing to himself, 'and old the Captai h was so angry, that if hi 

head should b cut off, it would not prevent hi eompl ining. 

Several Banians came off,in a boat, the end of which wa covered 

ith green and red sil . They brought an additional invitation to 

e from the Nayib. Our salute of five guns was immediately fired, 

and was answered, first by two guns near th castle. These were 

loaded ith ball, th whizzing of which, though the guns were 

pointed wide of us, we co ld plainly heal', and from snch bad 

marksmen was by no ~ pleasant: the third from the same 

place missed fire. At length two more were fired from the arne 

place, and, aIr an hour afterwards, a fifth from the other ide of 

the tOWll, all ded with bIb a leuer from Devage, the India 

Company's broker at ocha, 0 otle of the Banians, hich I deli

v ,·ed.. I c:ontulted him on the subject, and then d imme-

diately to go on shore. I put a plain Indian d~ s of muslin, 
t • 

with a shawl round my middle, iD which I stuck my tul ab. t Mr. 

Salt and my servant had aha dresses of that country, and Hyder 
went as interpreter. 

• The native matter. ... Indian .,,0Id. 
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We set off in the boat, under a saluie from the ship, f 1lowed by 

all the Banians. We l~nded close to the town. There were three 

bras cannon there, much injured by time: with tbese they at· 

tempt~d a salute, but as the first missed fire, and I advanced, I cannot 

tell with how many they intended to hono If me. I landed at a pier, 

w itha s all open space, that led to an ancient gateway, on one ide 

of which wa a large building. In one of its balconies I perceived 

severa] well dre sed people. There was a considerable crowd, but 

they behaved very well. I entered by the glltew y, and turning to 

the left, passed through several ruined rooms, and ascended a lope 

of rubbish to a large apartment, the end of which was covered with 

mats, on which was sated a very numerous as cmbJage of half clad 

natives. On the left side, in the bal<;ony, was the Nayib, and several 

well dressed men. Opposite to them were two old fa hioned English 

elbow chairs with high backs. 

On entering, I made my salaam to the Nayib, who pointed to the 

chairs. Mr. Salt and I immediately seated our. elves, my ervant 

and Hyder standing by. The Nayib wa in on~ corner; he was 

dressed in white muslin with a shawl of carl t for a turbaJIJ, pre-. 
cisely similar to the one I wore round my waist. Next him, (as I 

have since learned,) was his brother, the Sirdar of the forces, in a 

large Janissary turban of scarlet: the others were Ilis. sons and 

ecretary, Bee. The crowd followed us in, and were llOW crouched 

on their haunches, over the whole surface to the door, completely 

filling the room, like Milton's devils in Pandzmonium; but in no 
• • 

other respect would e oomparison bold, fu ... their countenances 

were generally pleasing and intelligent, free from the trace of vio

lent passions. I delivered a mea age to Hyder, e p ssive of my 

• 
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thank for the answer th e Nayib had returned me in the morning .. 

Hyder interpr ted this to the Banian, who went stooping, and in 

a low voice communicated it to the Nayib. Our whole convers

ation pa sed in the same way, and was merely complimentary: as I 

had been informed it would be wrong to enter ~n any busine s at 

my public audience. He told me that the island was mine, and 

begged I would make what use I pleased of it; that a house \Va 

prepar d for me, and that he hoped I would continue in it during 

my stay. To this I as eUlt:d . Coffee wa brought, after the Arab 

fashion, in very small china cups, without milk or sugar: these 

were placed in larger ones of gilt filacrree, to prevent th finger 

from heing burnt. Aflerwards a caftan of red silk was thrown over 

my shoulders. They enquired who Mr. Salt was; and', on being 

informed he was my Secretary, there wa some confusion, and a 

man went out. I now wished to take my Leave, but was desired ta 

stay till my house would be ready. I suspetted what afLen,ards 

proved 'to be the ·ca e. A man entered, and immediately a caftan 

of blue cloth with yenow sille facing ,,,a lh.'Qwn over Mr. Salt. 

J now made my salaam, and the Nayib ro e to attend me, We 
" 

went down together. The troops in the gateway got up from their 

couches to make their salaams, which he returned by a wave of the 

haud. He attended me a considerable distance, but without saying 

a word. At a sharp turning he departed one way, and directed 

some of his people to she me another. At length I reached a 

small bouse ~y the sea-side, Dea ly opposite to the Antelope. Here. 

in a stone built room, several couches we prepared, some with 

carpets, and some with blankets thrown over t m; it was how

ever, comparatively cool, from the thickness of the walls, and the 
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many openings which admitted the sea breeze. The Banians ' 

attended me, and I was soon overpowered by visitors. After 

obtaining some sherbet, I sent off Mr. Salt to inform the Captai,n of 

what had passed, and to invite him on shore. My servant went 

also to bring back the things necessary for my stay. I then told 

my visitors I wished to go to sleep, and they all immediately 

retired. 

I did not awake till SOIIl~ hours afterwards, when the boats had 

returned, Captain Keys was in full uniform, attended by his whole 

suite. To my great surprise, the havildar of the sepoy was with 

him, who, upon enquiry, I found was to act the part of his ord~rly. 

The circumstance excited a smile, and also some surprise, as at 

Dhalac I had declared my perfect confidence in the people, and 

that I should not take a single sepoy on shore with me; a resolu

tion which the Captain highly appr?ved, He immediately ent off 

a message to the Nayib to announce hi arrival, and to express his 

wi h of paying him a visit. The Nayib, a little surprised, said he 

would see him in the evening; but in the evening it was put off till 

the next day. I received presents of water, curry, and · other 
• 

necessary articles in the course of the evening, and a message re-

questing that I would,send to his Hanian for every thing I should 

want. The thermometer was at ~ -loin a stone-built room, the waJls 

of which were four feet thick, and a . pleasant sea-breeze playing 

through it. We slept on our couches, without any covering, and 

found the air pleasan!. I as however heated, and th~ prickly heat 
was tormenting. 

M y 25.-Mr. Ma field the second Li utenant, and Mr. Macgie, 

came on shore to dine ',h me. The cook and necessary article 
VOL. II. H 
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were procured fr m the hip, a our stay was not likely to be hort. 

The pilot w r to be procuted from Dhalac, who were to conduct u 

to u kin; nd our dow was in Stl h a state a, to render getting her 

up on the be ch necessary. S on after their arrival, Captain Keys 

ent for them to attend him to the ayib. The interpreter, a low 

fello from Mocha, but not an Arab, the Banian, and Havildar, a 

orderly, compo ed the whole of his stlwarry. The Nayib did 

not compliment him with a public auqience, but received him in 

a littl hut by the sea- id, ithout anye cept the nee ssaryattend

ant, and in a perij t undress. 

I as very much indi po ed, but did not wish to take any thing 

till night, as I under tood from the Banian that the N yib intended 

to visit me in the evening, when I should have an opportunity of 

delivering my present. About four o'clock he sent for Hyder, and 

told him to acquaint me that he had no uch intentions; that if h 

came he mu t hav all hi people and troops with him, who would 

all expect presents from him; and added, what have I to give them? 

He ished, that ~ hen it was quite dark, I would come alon to his 

house;wben he would give me a private audience. A I wa as ured 

that the reason assigned was a real one, I consented to his request, 

itbout the lightest hesitation. 

Accordingly, about eight o'clock, the Banian, and another person, 

arrived to conduct me. I did not even take Mr. Salt with me. 

Hyder oarried my present concealed, which consisted of a hand

some pair of shawls, a gold tissue dress, c&mplete, but not made up, 

and a piece ofkincaub. He received me in an undress, sitting on a 

bed of the country, out of doors, in one of the yard of his house: 

the only Ii ht was from tom llaothorns, the one suspended, 
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the other on..the ground. He made his salaams in return to mine, 

by pJacil g his hand on his breast, and pointed to a seat placed close 

to hjs, at right angles. Perceiving Mr. Salt was not with me, he 

sent for him, and he soon arrived, accompanied by my landlord. 

We had a long conversation, in' which J represented that my 

motive for coming was to ascertain, whether our ships could with 

afety pass up this cast to Suez, and obtain water and provisions 

on the way .. I pointed out the great advantage that would con

sequently ensue to his people, and expressed my sati faction at 

having hitherto met with so much civility from his subjects, and 

in having succeeded in ascertaining what I wished. He replied that 

the island was mine, and that I might do what I pleased. That if 

our ship cam, they should have every thing he could supply 

them with. That here they w re very civil, good people; but, that, 

on the main, though they belonged to him, he could not equally 

answer for them. He offer ,d herbet in a silver cup, which the 

I erson who brought it tasted in my presence. 

I now produced my present, prefacing it by saying, that I a 

not a merchant, but a man of rank in my ~wn country, trcrvelling 

for amu ement, and returning thither after a long absence; that I 

therefore had no merchalldise, nor any thing worthy his accept

ance; nevertheless, I wished him to accept a pa of what I had, 

a a mark of my respect and gratitude, for his attentions since my 

arrival. He ret:eived my present, but said, What is thi,s for? Have 

you not c c:ry thing,? what do you ask from me? .I replied, that 

through his kindness, ] had every thing 1 wi hed for, and I hoped he 

would continue it to me and mine. I mentioned the pilots; he said 

they had been sent for. I a ked permission for my people to look fo . 

• 
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hells, and to shoot. He· b gged. me to apply to the:Banian when7 

ever . I wisherl them to go out·, and J houJd have ' some of hi 

people to attend: but aid ther was a contagious disorder 011 the 

island and therefore he wished us not to vi it them Ie t we should 

bring it back. He aSSUT d me the ship should have every supply 

she wanled. He gave Hyder five dollars, and,after coffee, we took 

our leave, much plea ed with hi behaviour. 

He i rather a small man, of a grave countenance, and about fOTty 

years of age. Hi name is Edris; he ,has been nine years Nayib, and 

oears a most excellent character. He is the son of the late Nayib 

Hannes or Othman; who wa the son of Achmed, of whom Mr. 

Bruce speaks 0 well, and who was nephew and heir of Hassan, 

the then ayib, but did not survive him. The pre ent Nayib has 
two sons, grown up, by 'one of his wives, and two infants by an 

Abyssinian. His brother ' is Sirdar of lanissarie , whom they now 

call Ascarri, having completely lost the former name. 

May 27.-1 was e tremely' unwell, with a slight lever, aud in

sufferable restlesness. I took some medicine, and felt considerably. 

relieved. I obtained from the Nayib, an i\scar who kept my door, 
• 

and prevented my being crowded by coffee-clrinlc.ing visitors. The 

heat was ; the thermomet at 96Q
, .and less air than 

usual. 

May 28.-The night as cooler, and 1 was not so restless. In the 

·mofl1ing I had no fever, and at dinner SODltJ appetite. The ayib 

sent frequent\y to enquire after me. His brotper a d 80118 were all 

here. A great number of the natives vi ited the ship: y the 

Captain's orders they had coffee 'and rai ins, with which th.,,-

ch pleased. My room wa cotdd this G • 
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1 viewed from my window the island of Valentia, di tant about five 

leagnes, Ra Gidden, and the chain of mountains that line the 

coast of the Red ea from this place to the plains of Egypt. Behind 

these the summit of Taranta peeps out, and gives credit, by its 

height, to Mr. Bruce's account of the difficulty he had ill a cending 

it. The island of Sheik aid is pleasingly covered \yith trees, and 

seem's to b nearly in the middle of this unrufHed bason. 

May 29.- A restle night determined me to leave off wine, 
• I 

and try If that would cool me. In other respects I was better; and, 

thank God! my spirits never left me for a moment. My visi

tors were numerous, and my host was e trernely intelli ent. I 

gathered from him the following information. Dhalac is consi

dered as a profitable government for the person who holds it. The 

Nayib receive f~om him only sixty dollars in money, and al 0 

obtains sorp camels: goats, and asse. If any thing hould throw a 

large SUlI! into the hands of the Dola, the Nayib would end to him 

and claim it; but if, as in our case, jt amounted to no more than 

thirty or forty dollar, he wonld I t him keep all. The Nayib lives 

generally at Arkeko, where he has a very: good house, artd one 

wife, although the place is not so pleasant as Massowah; but in 

this he finos hi interest, ecause the greater part of his domi

nions ~ie there, and his people have an e sy acces to' him. He 

comes h re occasionally, where he has another wife. The trade is 

considerable. 

On the hills of Hbbel Gidden, and those behind Arkeko, are 

elephants, t~e teeth of which are exported: from Habesh they 

send ge , hides, gold dust, civet, sheep, and sla es. Of. the ldtter 

the number is lately much lessened: a very s tisfactory circum .. 

• 
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tance, and a proof of th increasin civilization of that country. 

The Suakin trade in slaves is, they ay, proportionably augmenting. 

In return, they .send up British broad-cloth, arms, ammunition, 

and the different llJanufacture of India: a little graiv lis also 

bl10ught down from Abyssinia. They have, in their own country, 

plenty of O'o~ts and oxen; the sea supplie them with an ine • 

haustible varu ty of fi h of the. fines~ kinds; 0 that their livill is 

by no mean bad: game al 0 eern in the reate t plenty. Water 

at Arkeko i not very good, but abundant. On the island of Mas-

o vah ar about thirty tank , which are filled in the rainy e" on : 

these are kept closed, and are, I believe, private property. They are 

Dot sufficient for the supply of the place, and much wate i 

brought every morning by the boats from Arkeko. 

The houses ar , each, surrounded by a fence of reeds: the room 

are detached, and built of the same: within, they are lined with 

mat. The common p ople are extremely civil, and no ~ne carrie 

any arms, e cept the immediale f: mily of the Nayib. My Ascar 

had no weapon e cept a stick. The natives did Dot seem jealous of 

their twomen, who came down to bathe, and performed th ir ablu

tions close to the place where I sat, without any appearance of 

shame. The slaves of the neighbours had, I believe, been found not 

over coy ·by the Europealls on shore. My next door neighbour 

was the Sirdar of the Ascarri, and I suspected, the intercour e as 

p rmitted by him, and that he shared in the profit. I saw only one 

deform d p~rson, a female dwarf with bandy legs, who 9athed 

before us regularly every day. The men and women are naturally 

well made, but childbirth destroy the figures of the latter. 

The AscaTri are completely UDder the inB.uence of the Nayib, 
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who pays them out of the duties whi€u ought to be remitted to 

Constantinople. They still recognise the Suhaun.a their master, 

but it is a mere form. The Nayib pays nothing to the King of 

Abyssinia, but they are, I understand, on very good tenns . 

The Banians here are very comfortable: they say they have 

ever been the same, and some of them were those mentioned by 

Mr. Bruce. They are allowed wives, if they please, which is not 

the case at Mocha; and they seem less oppressed. They amount to 

ei rhteen in number, and carry o~ a considel1able trade. The Nayib 

receives ten per cent. ad valorem on aU good exported and im

ported, and one dollar for each individual who enters the country 

to trade. The pearl fishery is renewed to a certain degree by the 

people of Dhalac, but a though the best banks belong to the Nayib 

he receive8 no share of the profit. 

June 2.-We were still delayed here, though the dow was ready 

for sea. The pilot arrived from Dhalac, but went back immediately 

to procure two more, who he s aid were absolutely nece sary for so 

laI:gc a vessel. If the passag above should prove as clear a that 

below, this delay will never be necessary hereafter: I had i deed 

to regret that we did not do more; but Captain Keys threw every 

difficulty ill our way, prevented M(1. Maxfield from making many 

observations that he wished, and, as we were all convi ced, endea

voured even to mislead us by false longitude. Latterly he cone aled 

it entirely, and then he declar d his time keeper was ut f order, 

and that he should ta\e Mr. Bruce's longitude, and begin a new rate. 

We determined not to follow him, but, (as we should "anchor very 

rJighl,) to endeavour to carryon a chain of bearing the whole w y 

to Suakin. Mr. Maxfield had fini d a chart of the harbour, and 
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proved Mr. Bruoe's to be erroneous. It seems indeed that his 

wa a copy from. that of the Portuguese, corrected by a bird's eye 

Vle~. 

June 3.-1 ent to die Nayib for permission for Mr. Salt and my 

servant to go out to morrow on a hooting party on the main-land. 

To thi he willingly assented; and said he would send to Arkeko 

for mules and people to attend them. The Sirdar procured me some 

good shells, but begged, Hyder wOl1ld desire me to remember, 

and take care of him ; addin , he wanted dollars. I told Hyder to 

ay I had only sufficient for . my expenses, as we never travelled 

with much money, and that I could procure no more till I got to 

Egypt j but that of what I had, I had given him a part. He; how

ever, seeme to hope for omething, as he was very active in procur-

. in more shens. On the whole I felt better, though relaxed by the 

heat of the climate, the thermometer being 98°, but without fever, or 

depression of spirits. It lightened over the mountains at night. 

June 4.-The party went oui, and returned by ten o'clock, with 

seven birds of the pheasant kind, with mottled black, or rather 

brown. and white fea~hers, the neck bare, and yellow underneath, • 

red and bare about the eyes: they also killed a hare, and two small 

deer, which tasted exactly like the roebuck. Fortunately for the 

sportsmen, it was cloudy the whole of the morning, who, however, 

were heartily fatigued and sore in the feet. Thermomter 98°. The 

Sirdar brought me another collection of sheIls, which wntained only 

one worth having. I explained what I wisl;led, and he sent the 

men off again. Hyder privat y promi ed them a present, if they 

exerted themselves, which should not be mentioned to their master. 

My servant bore the olimate el. be went out on a catamaran 
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Jike a native, and brought me from the reef a considerable variety 

of madrapores, some very beautiful. 
June 5.-1 did not feel quite so well, which might be owing to 

the heat, as the thermometer was 1000
, and there was little air 

till eleven o'clock. The most desirable article to the natives is 

cutlery. They asked for some pencils and paper, and every kind of 

nick-knack. They had scarcely seen any of our European conve· 

niences, and were much delighted with them. They learned their 

names, and pronounced them with great facility. The Nayib's on 

asked for powder and ball, to kill me an elephant. One of the pilots 

arrived from Dhalac: he seemed doubtful whether he could take 

the ship to Suakin, but wi hed to wait for his brother's opinion, 

who had been sent for. He was a very decent young man. 

June 6.-A whimsical circumstance happened this morning on 

board the Antelope; Li utenant Maxfield last night took an obser· 

vation of Jupiter's satellites; on Captain Keys going on board,· Mr. 

Maxfield presented him with a copy, which he took down'with him 

into the cabin. Soon afterwards Mr. Maxfield was called. "So, Sir, 

I perceive this pa~el" was meant for Lord V~lentia" (shewing. him at 

the same time my name written at the back). "It was, Sir, but I 

have another written, which was intended for you." "i want, Sir, 

neither one nor the other; Mr. Bruce is a very accurate observer, 

and I shall take his latitude and longitude." Now, how he cam to 

know that Mr. Bruce was accurate, I cannot tell; but Mr. Maxfield 

has certainly prove~ him otherwise in his survey of ~he Bay. 

The Banian came to me this morning to say, that he was my 

servant, and would do whatever I pleased; that if I did not choo e 

to let him manage the Captain's business, he would never go near 
VOL. 11. I 
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him .. I told hjtn, I had no such wish, but desired he would prevent 

any underhand dealings with the pilots, to induce them to declare 

the v yage to uakin impracticable. He assured me tl at lle would. 

Thi vi it gave me great at'i faction, a it assur d me I pos essed 

a uffioi nt ir;lfluenCle with the pilQt to induce them to peak the 

. truth. I had been not a litt! astonished by an observation Captain 

K~y mad~ to Mr. Macgie, that if we could not go to Suakin, we mu t 

r-elu.rn back to Hodeida, there being no passage between the islands 

abo e Dhalac. H,ow this could be known to him, except from the 

accurate Mr. I,iruce, 1 know not; I therefore su pee ted a plan to 

prevent our continuing our researche ', Indeed, Hyder told me that 

the Naqueda ~as constantly desiring the Captain's interpreter to 

persuaqe his master that the winds were too strong for the hip to 

venture among the rocks of Sua kin. He naturally wished his voyage 

should end here, that he might pocket his four hundred dollars, 

without any farther trouble. I was afraid our old pilot might cor~ 

rupt the ·new ones, and therefore requested the Nayib to send him 

,offbefore their arrival, which he did. I fouud, however, that I only 

got rieL of half the evil. Thennometer 98°. 

June 7,-The N ayib' sen t to me in the evening to request I would 

come to him, to meet Captain Keys .and the pilots, I sent in 

answer, th~t I would with plea ure obey his commands, but that I 

did not wish, on thi occasion, to meet Captain Keys, a he had 

nothing to do with my arrangemel1t. They came a second time to 

request, that if I did not choose to come myself, I would seno Mr. 
, • I 

Salt. I now entered with them into a full explanation of my situa-

tion relative to Captain Keys; that I was at liberty to go wherever 

I thought proper; that my wish a to go to SuaJcin; but before 
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I could decide, I mllst consult the pilpt. That I should then in

form Captain Keys what my plan wer ; and it rem~in d for hilQ 

to settJe with the men, with which matter I Q'l.d nQ concern. That 

in consequence our meeting would be useles/!, or the attendance of 

anyone on my part, when he waited on the Nayib. Tlley were 

th mselves perf ctly satisfied (my landlord and the Baniau), and 

immediately went to the Nayib, In a short tigle th~y r turned with 

both the pilots, and a very kind message from the Nayib, in tbe 

true A iatic sty Ie, " that he only wished tq know my win to obey 

it j and that he llad sent the peopJe for me to do what I pleased 

with them." 

I found the brothers eqpally well behaved, and intelligent. They 

infonped me that the first part of the voyage w~ open sea, through 

which th~y could co~duct the ship night and d.ay, if I were npt 

afraid. I asked if, at this time of the year, they could steer a dow 

day and night; they said,yes. Then. I s '4, we should not be afraid 

to go on. They continued, u tha~ at a place called Ageeg,. the p , • 

sage became narrow, between rocks 'l.nd !~land~, bllt th.at the former 

were all <lbove water; that it was sufficiently deep, and apolJt a 

mile wide; that there was a place where 'we could anchor, and 

that a fair wind of one day would take us to Suakin," I asked, if we 

should find any difficulty in getting from Ageeg .to ~uakin, aua 

whether they could carry us to Jidda. They said they w9uld not 

go themaelves, but that they would take us 00 the olltside of a very 

large i land, where e hould be in the main sea, and could (UP 
• • 

our elves easily to that 'place without assistance. I' I a now per-

fect-ly tisfied, and told the N .. yib·s messt: ts, that I should write 

to- otrow to the CaptaiQ, to inform him of my plans, and require 
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him to make the proper aJTangement with the pilot. 1 ~begged 

them again to express to their rna ler how very grateful I felt for 

his numerous attentions to me, which I hould take care to repre

'sent to all my countrymen, who miffht visit the Red ea. A econd 

round of Asiatic compliments pa sed on the occasion. 

I sent to require a boat to carry my servant to a reef opposite the 

town to earch for shells, which was complied with. He had not 

much success. The natives, in the course of the day, brought me 

some new species. There was a great variety of dead shells thrown 

on shore of a species, of which, I have not been able to procure liv

ing specimens: they probably come from some of the opposite 

islands. Money will hardly induce the natives to exert themselve . 

I found our landlord's name was Abou Yusuff, or Father Joseph, and 

he well became the tille, for he had all the appearance of a jolly, 

good natured Benedictine monk. 

On the 8th I wrote oBi . a)]y to Captain Keys, informing him of 

my intention to go to Suakin, but that if the winds should prove 

too strong, I might probably go only so far as Ageeg, and then pro

ceed fQr Jidda. He afterwards saw the Nayib. The pilots and Na

queda of the dow were 'there. The Captain required the Naqueda to 

hire both the pilots, which he refused. He then demanded that he 

should giv~ back the four hundred dollars. The Naqueda offered one 

hundred, or said he wQuld hire one pilot. The Captain said that 

one must then go in his ship, ~d the dow go ahead without one. 

This the man positively refused, and said he would not go to Suakin. . \ 

The Nayib told him, if he did not do what the Qaptain desired, he 

would put him in prison; and so the conference ended. I had this 

from the B~iaD, who was pTe$e t, and was sent by the ayib to 
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communicate it to me. Mr. Salt and my servant caught some very 

beautiful small fish; they also procured a few shells. 

The Captain was again sent for by the Nayib in the evening, 

who wished him to pay one pilot, and the Naqueda the other, but 

nothing definitive was settled. I had a most extraordinary answer 

from the Captain at night, stating, that there had been much 

delay by taking this passage, that we should not be able to reach 

Suez, and most probably not even Tor; and notifying to me tbat 

the Antelope must leave the Red Sea by the middle of August, in 

order to save her passage for the season. The pilot informed Hyder, 

that the Captain's interpreter had been talking with him, and telling 

him that if he went with us, he would be starved, for there was :po 

rice on board. 

June 9. - nefore breakfast I wrote a reply to Captain Keys, 

stating that I considered his letter as a declaration, that he would 

not obey the Governor General's orders, and requiring that he 

would co~municate to me his instructions from the Bombay Go

vernment, and give me a definitive answer in regard to his in"'l' 

tentions of obeying the Governor General, with respect to my 
future voyage. 

About four o'clock my landlord came to me from the N ayib, to say 

that the pilots were ready to go to Suakin, as I and the C~ptain had 

desired. That the Captaiu had been with him and refused to give 

two hundred dollars, (which the pilots asked, and the Nayib de-
• 

sired they might receive,) saying he would give but one hundred 
• • 

and sixty, and that if the Nayib did not make them accept this 

offer, that he would go back immediately to Bombay. The Nayib 

desired him to express to me, that th~ Captain, neither last night 
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nor th t day, had behave~ civilly to him; that he staid there 

merely to assi t me; that he wished to return to Arkeko, and 

d,esir.ed to kno my intent~on , and when I meant to depart; and 

added, that he wished ,to have my cmnmands to go to Arkeko. He 

al 0 u eel an A iatic ~xpre sion, that the Nayib said" the Captain 

~ :d tw tongu $" J , expre~sed my extreme regret that such a cir

oq~tanc~ hO!lld have cCllr{ed. I stated tltat the Captain was no 

rya t of m~n6, but elf great people of my country in India, who 

4 ordered him to carry ~e to Sqez; that I could therefore only 

pre.sem to th~m his ~i conduct, whetl I bad no doubt he would b,e 

.unisb~d, Th~t I wished as much all possiblt;) to. be gone, but that 

my depart\l~ in orne degree depended on the Cal tain; that, how

ever, I would myself with pleasure visit the Nayib, and take my 

lcav Qf hi~n in the evening, and hope<l he .would not stay a 

Gloment longer there to be insulted, 

As 600n as he retired, the Banian arrived, who confirmed what 

had passed at the jntG~ie , but knew nothing of the Na'yib's mes

iage to me. He advi ed me to ' give something to the Nayib that 

night, and promise something more when 1 went on boa d the 
• 

ship. I went about eight o'clock, and had {Ilerely a couference of 

oivility. He wished to know whether I should ant pilots or not. 

I told him ,I was going to write to the Captain, and his answer woulQ 

decide me, and that I auld posi ively let him know the Ilext day. 

I found the Nayib, dressed in a dark India muslin, in the sal.le 

place, wilh lhe same atlendants, and without any arms. He con

firmed all the Banian had said. I made apologies, and pleaded that 

all the English were not like Captain K.eys. He positively refused 

returning to Arkeko till I departed. 
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J received an answer from Captain Keys. He expressed his 

concern that I should suppose it po sible he could intend to dis

obey the Governor General's of Hers, that he conceived they were 

issued under the idea that our voyage would be over long before 

the fifteenth of August, and that, therefore, on that day, he should 

po itively depart on his return to India. However astonished I 

might be at his thus pacing bis conjectutes in oppo~itiotl to his 

Excellency's most positiv~ orders, I had llO mean of preventing 

his carryibg his resolution into effect; as, he however, professed 

his resolution to comply with any request of mme till that period, 

it remained for me to decide what I ~hould do. 

To continl1e my v yage, {i r the purpose of surveying the coast 

or visiting Suakin, was totally out of the que!Jtion, as nine weeks 

were evidently insufficient for that purpose \ I had ' therefore only 

to consider, whether, by abandoning aJl my plalis of di:;covcry, I 

could re~ch Suez within the time he was plea cd to allow me. He 

had in his letter declared that it was highly imptobable, and upon 

calculation we found it impossible. The verage passage of the 

. ships during the Egyptian expedition, was six weeks from Kfocha 

to Cosseir, a fortnight of ,vhh::h took them to Jidda, as the wind is 

lair to JibbeI Tcir. Our pilots toJd us we should be more than 

that time in getting there, and \ve should be obliged to stop to take 

in water, of which the ship could not carry a quantity more than 

sufficient for forty days; and also provisions of every kind, of which 

they did not pretend sh had above two months stock on board: of 

bread she had not one months. These articles are not to be pro

cured in Egypt, The nteJope's bottom was also in ct state that 

prevented h r sailing quick. The Captain was evidently alalmed, 
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and would not carry much sail j I could not therefore calculate on 

getting to Cosseir in Ie s than eight we ks. If I 'staid there, I 

had only a week to write to Mr. Rosette, to receive his answer, to 

prepare a guard of camels, to pass to Kenne, and· thence to secure ' 

boats to go down the Nile. This, would have taken up at least 

Sl weeks; and for my safety it was necessary that, after that, 

the ship should wait till I could send back intelligence of my 

safe arrival. Unless, therefore, I meaD;t to deliver myself into the 

hands of the greatest thicv and robbers in the world, without 

any protecti u; my stay at Coss .ir was out of the question; to get 

in a week to Suez from Cosseir was impossible; and indeed in all 

probability it would have been three weeks. My stay there, to 

make the necessary pr parations, would have been at least a fort

night, and the subsequent delay about a week. Unwilling, there

fore, as I, of course, was, to measure back my way, and submit to 

the confinement of a ship for four months, I was compelled to do 

so, and 1 determined to write in the morning to Captain Keys, di

recting him to go to Mocha, where I could consult with Mr. Pringle; 

and wait there for Captain Vashon, who would probably give Qle a 

passage to Bombay, where he would arrive with the coffee in time 

for me to take my passage in one of the Chinamen. By these means 

I should' be certain of getting to England in January. The moment 

I quitted the Antelope she came under Captain Vashon's com

mand. 

June 10.-1 wrote very fully to Captain .Keys pointing out the 

impracticability of my getting up to Suez, within the period he 

had prescribed, the absurdity of my wanderina about till that time 

in a rough sea, and giving hirb tlOtice that I hbuld prefer 'com-

.. 
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plaints against him to the Supreme Government, for a br~ach of 

orders. I concluded by giving him notice, that in a few days I 

should return to Mocha. His answer, which came at night, was 

merely a denial of disobedience, referred every thing to the Gover

ment of Bombay, and ended by saying he should go on board the 

next morniug, and would send a boat for me at any hour I pleased. 

I informed him he was mistaken, as it was not my intention to go 

to the ship on that day. I sent to the Nayib to say I should nol 

want the pilots, and gave them ten dollars, as a c;ompensation for 

the trouble they had had in coming over. The Dola of Dhalctc 

arrived, and paid me a visit: I suspected he brought over pre ents 

to the different men, Jor our landlord got two goats, one of which 

he gave to Mr. Salt, and the other to the Doctor. The littter has had 

plenty of patients, but in general tbey were cases of debility from 

intermittent fevers. A man was removed this night to the island of 
• 

Sheik Seid, who was said to have the small-pox. 

JUlle 1 I.-Captain Keys went on board in the morning. I wrote 

to him, and requested two of the .Europeans might assist my servant 
• 

in collecting shells and madrapores, as I should have no future place 

to touch at, where they would be found in such variety. This was 

complied with immediately; and on Mr. Macgie's going on board, 

llt;: was, told that he need not go again at four 0' clock, wh'jch he had 

hitherto been obliged to do, though there was pot one sick man in 

the vessel. In short, the Captain seemed to be ip high glee at having 

escaped the dangers bf the voyage; an idea that superseded every 

other; or else, h expected that he should, bybis politeness in future, 

prevC:flt e fT;Qm e er isi that re~aJiation which was so completely 

~l' ~e enipg to fe<luest that I would 

VOL. 11. 
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eome to his house to meet the Captain, or that he and the Captain 

would come to me. This I positively refused, and declared I had now 

nothing more to say to the Captain. The Nayib wished, they said, to 

persuade u to pursl)e our origiQal plan of going to Suakin. The 

fact wet , he would have got at Jeast one hundred doJlars out of the 

t hundred which the pilots were to have received, and he did 

not like to lose the money. 

My ervant and the men brought some very fine specimens of 

madrapore, and the natives some new shells. At night we heard a 

most terrible uproar of women, screaming and crying: on enquiry 

e fouud that a dow had arrived from Jidda, and brought intel1i

genee of the death of the master of one of the neighbouring hou es, 

110 e brother was in the service of the Nayib. On going out, we 

found the street crowded with people, all crying, as well as the wo

men within the habitation. The tom-toms soo11 set thep1 a dancing; 

and this continued to our great annoyance alJ night, with only oc,: 

casional intermissions. They told us this ould be continued every 

morning for two years; but as the town has been free from this 
" nuisance since our artivaJ, and probably ~everal people have died 

within the last two years, I did not give credit to their asser

tions. 

We learned from the dow that Captain Vashon arrived at Jidda 

about ten days before she sailtd; I hoped, therefore, he would soon 

get down to Mocha. The ayib in the evennJg sent to request 

some vinegar, and something to men to for-the h d·ach. I sent 

some Chili vinegar, and one of my n r stopper bottles.6Ued "th 

olatHe alkali, which hIe. 

June l~.-Early i the morni , aU the iii the were 
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down at the water side in th ir best cloths, to wash thems lve~ a d 

the widow in the sea, after having assisted her all njght in her 

lamentations. At, tbe end of four months be may marry again. 

None of them attempted to keep their fa.ces covered. Their dres 

consisted of two piece of the striped cloths of Arabia, ne worn 

round their middle, and another over their shouJders, but both 

without any making. Their hair was plaited, whether woolly 

or not: the pains taken with these plaits, when the former is the 

case, conquers nature, and gives a length of several inches to the 

hair. They wore ornaments of beads, smalJ hoop ear-rings of gold 

or silver, and sequins. The dress of the men i nearly similar. The 

higher order wear the Arab dres I or a plain shirt and drawer of 

the same: the common people, a single wrapper round the middle. 

They use sandals, as drawn by Niebuhr. My servant and the men 

went off with the catamaran for the islands. The boys brQught a 

great IPany shells: some were good. I sent to Captain Keys for the 

cutter to be here early to morrow morning to take the people round 

the bay to renew their search. 

JUDe IS.-At four the cutter was ready, But the lascars had no 

water or p ovision j they were therefore obliged to go back to the 

ship to get them. They returned at night without the least success. 

June 18.-Nothing par ic:ular occurred during five days; we had 

been chiefly employed in packing the madrapore. The ail' till th 

18th ad be~n much hotter; the wind rather southerly. The 

clouds hung Ol'er tlfe Habesh hiJI , and rain on tht J 6th fell 0 

~r as Arkeko. It ]jghtened much, aDd thunder was heard at 

at a distance: dappled clouds cov cd th horizon ev ry morning. 

The e r ahov 96°, yet the want of the usual 
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breeze made us suffer more than if it had been 100°. The Nayib 

left Massowah on the 16th, and the next day sent to say he would 

come back, which I requested he would not. The man who was ill 

of the small-pox died yesterday. No wonder the disease is so fatal, 

as the natives confine the patients, as soon as theY 'are eized, (0 a 

warm room. After the Nayib's departure I had no water nor any 

thing else sent me, and was consequently obliged to buy" which we 

considered as a hint that they wislied us gone; the seamen were 

allowed water only from Arkeko, of which they complained bit

terly, as having a mixture of the sea water, no more of the water 

of the place beiug alJowed to be sold, except to me. I this day 

notified to the Captain my intention of going on board to-mo~row 

morning. His rcply was, that the boat should be sent for the things, 

and that five to-morrow would be the best time to sail. 

The day was a busy one, and I wa pestered with visitors. Mr. 

Macgie and the sailors went on board at six, and Abou Yusufl' 

watched me very closely lest I also should make my escape. The 

Banial! brought me a piece of Habcsh cloth, and Mr. Salt a pail' of 

horns. We were told· the Nayib had been at the wars against the 

Bedowees, and had driven them away, having taken one prisoner, 

and retak~n the cattle they had driven off. He threatened to return 

before I went. I learned Captain Keys had bought a boy slave, in 

defiance of the Nayib; a gross violation of his orders, which mat 

have an unpleasant effect on those who come after us. I was very 

much vexed' at discovering that I had lost my tbermometer, a 

thing which could be of no value to any native. My servant was 

qujte as much so on mis ing a ha 1 and sever 1 shirts of his own. 

I have found living here by no mean. cheap, h the necessaries 
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of life are not dear. The following is a list of several articles with 

their prices. 

A few rhinoceros horns are to be had at 7t dollars per frassel. 

Gold per Massowah wakea, llt dollars. N. B. The Mocha wakea 

is to 'the Massowah as 5 to 6.; 10 wakea yield one of ilver, as 

they say. 

Civet, :3 ~ dollars pel' wakea. . 

Rhinoceros horns, 71- dollars per wakea. 

Elephants teeth, .22 dollars per frassel. 

A good female slave, 60 ~0113rs. 

A good male ditto, according to hi age, from 40 to 80 dollars. 

Rice.per bag of 105 lb. 5 dollars. 

A. rOLOI of gee, ~ dollars. 

Fowls, 12 for a dollar. 

Goats, .2 for ditto. 

Sheep, .2 for 9ittO. 

Cow, 1 for 5 dollars. 

Camels, 4 to 5 dollars. 

Horses, 100 do1lan. 

Mules, ) 5 to 50 dollars. 

Ass s, B for 4 dolJars. 

Water, 23 kins fol' a dolJar. 

Fire wood, a man's load for 3 dahab or harf (360 beads) 

Sequins do not pass current; dollars and Venetian glass beads are 
1 

the only money i use; 2760 of the latter make a' dollar. The 

subdivision is into 23 dahabs of 120 beads each. 
• 

The whole charge of the Nayib, for water,-wood, and fresh pro-

visions during our stay for the use of the ship, was sixty dollar&. 
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The peop~e _ are extr mely civil, apd' seem perfe.ctly h~p'py. The 

soldiers have ach three dollars per month, which proyes that tha-t 

umjs, a4equ~tc to maintaiQing a family. Many fruit and ve el

ilbh~ r I , h~veno dpuut, would grow-here. I saw 'none of the former, 

~n~ .. of the latter 0 ly a species ~f :Solanum. From h highest to 

the lowest they are importunate beggar, and, from mye:xperi nee, 

I can add, occasionally thieves. The usual price of a house is ohe 

dol1i\r per month; yet my landlord was ever asking rOl' something, 

and seemed hardly satisfied ill! the ten dollars which J g~ve him 

for the twenty-six Jays 1 had occupied his house. }. saw several 

Aby$&inians~ and had much conver,satioll wit~ lhcn1 respcctin 

lheir country. Tb e account that they .ave me was found after" 

ward by Mr. Salt to be in many respects inaccl1rate~ and must be 

uninteresting to the public, as I shall have the satisfaction tQ give, 

in a future part of my travels, the observations which-were ~ade 

by him and two other gentlemen, during a residence of several 

months with the Ras Well eta Selasse, in the province of rigre" 

June 19.-At five in the morning I escaped in.lhe Captain's poat 

from ctll my beggars, .except from Abou Yusuff, and the Banian" 

who dete] mined to attend me to the ship. wl,1ich had already quitted 

the harbour. The land breeze was fresher than uS\lal, and a COD-

idcrable swell came from the northward, but the Captain continued 
his course, and it was two h<)tU'$ we overtook hiJn, hen tbe 

sun was a)ready ex:trel1lelypow • I gave the B . aj b~l~ in 

:r.:e~urn fol' many little pf ents be had made ED , I knew that 

he had handsomely profited by p asing Vi ry ~"",I"'..I.iI!l 

for my' t~bi . H~ had ti 
r wWd . . He had s 
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the vessel, but I did not enquire into the caUse. 1 sent a sword 

by him to the Nayib, as a last proof of my regard, with many wishes 

for his health and prosperity. He and Abou Yusuff at length 

departed, I believe, well satisfied with the presents made them. We 

had already stretched out a considerable distance from Massowah. 

The breeze was pleasant, and after rounding the point of the hoal, 

we anchored in Antelope bay, ithin a quarter oCa mile of Valentia 

Island, by four o'cldck. The Captain wished Mr. Maxfield to 

survey it, and I consented to stay two days for that purpose. Mr. 

Salt and he went out in the evening to measure a base. It wa so 

sultry that I slept on the deck. 

June ~O.-Mr. Maxfield was too ill to go out; Mr. Salt ent to 

take some bearings, and I obtained a boat and some sailor to attend 

my servant in collecting shells. The heat as very great, and 

my situation extremely unpleasant, as I did not converse much 

with the Captain. A Mr. Maxfield was too unwell to continue the 

survey of the island, I determined to depart the ne t day. A great 

quantity of biscuit was thi day condemned aud thrown overboard. 

I heard that the salt provisions were in an e'lually bad state: alld 

that there was only a small quantity of spirits on board, it was 

therefore fortunate that we did not continue our oyage; yet the 

Antelope was reported to me as being ready for sea. 

June .21.-. We weighed anchor at five with a pIca ant breeze 

from the ~. N. W. The dow ent a-head; after clearing Antelope 

bay sbe kept farther oot from the land. The man at the mast head t 

about half after nine, called out that there as hoal water a-head: 

no notice as taken by the officer of the atch, and we passed over 

the identical shoal, b· d' going up observed and 
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laid down. Fortunately for us there were three fathom and a 

quarter on it, so we passed in safety. It is only a few hundred 

ya~ds in extent. Our dow was of much use. We sailed all night; 

light airs and pleasant. I slept on the deck. 
I 

June 22.-We continued along shore till night, confirming our 

chart by new bearings. We found it as accurate as we could expect. 

A light breeze; little sail carried. At night still less. 

June 23.-At day.light Jibbel Zeigur was E i S.; the Abys

sinian la 1<.1 hardly visible thwugh the haze. At nine Jibbel Aroe 

bore from E t S. to S. E ~ E. We passed it before dark, leaving on 

our right the white rocks, which we had seen from Bunder Baileul. 

We found that instead of a cluster of small rocks, the Aroes con

sisted of one large island, with five or six to E. and S. of it of 

different sizes; the passage was seven miles wide at least, and there 

was apparently deep water close to the shore and rocks. .We then 

made with a freshening breeze for the Arabian coast, which was 

visible, but did not reach it till near twelve, when we cast anchor. 

There was a considerable swell. 

June 24. - At six.we were again under sail and coastmg down; 

by seven saw the town of Mocha: before twelve carne to an anchor, 

closer in than 'We were before. The swell was much less than when 

the wind' blew from the south. We were much surprised at the 

colours 110t being hoisted on the factory, but a boat coming on 

board, we learned that Mr. Pringle was well. I requested the 

boat to go on shore, which was ordered, and I landed about two 

o'cl( ,ck. Mr. Pringle was c.xcessively astonished -to see me, believing 

me dead, from my flag not being hoisted, and there being no salute. 

I soon explained to him the ca and took possession of the uppe~ 
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apartments at the factory. ' We found here an American ship 

which came from Salem near Boston, for a cargo of coffee. 

June .25 .-To my great astonishment I was informed this morning 

that two English boys belonging to the Antelope, who had been left 

here ill consequence of illness, had deserted to the Dola. I imme

diately sent my servant to them to enquire the reason, and to try to 

persuade them to return. Their answer was, that the ~vening before 

they had been sent for hy Captain Keys, who asked them if they 

were not quite well; they replied, nearly so. He then said he sup

posed they were tired of being idle on shore, and would be glad to 

return to the ship. They said they had not been idle, and that they 

liked be t to be on shore, because they got plenty to eat. "Very 

well, gentlemen," he replied, " you will be pleased to go on board 

to-morrow morning, and I will give you a not~ to Mr. Hall, who 

shall punish you for this. II This, they said, decided them, and in 

the night they got over the wall. One leIl, and was severely hurt. 

Both had the liver disease, and must inevitably perish in this cli

mate; I therefore consulted with Mr. Pringle, and we determined 

to do all we could to get them back. Capt~in Keys sent 11 my 

ship servant, and gave him a lecture for presuming to obey me i 

going to the boys without his permission. He also declared his 

solution of visiting the Dola himself. We were sorry. for this, 

but concei¥ed we had no right to interfere: as his threats had 

driven them away, it 'as not very likely that any declarationofhis 

would bring them bac . They could have no confiqence in the 

promi of a Captain of the Bombay marine, after a transaction 

that took place during -the expedition to Egypt. A man was 

delivered up b ·tll e Captain of the Gruizer, on his 

VOL. JI. L 
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pledging his honour that he should not be punished; yet, as soon 

as he had him ill his power, he tied him up, and flogged him, in 

the presence of the very people to hom he had made the engage

ment. A proluise is by the Arabs considered as most 'Sacred, and 

the ,laws of hospitality bound them t<> protect the man; their in

dignation, therefore, was e cited beyond all bounds: The Banian, 

who attended Captain Keys, informed me that the boys repeated 

this story, and told him they would never go back. 

When I appli rl to the Dala to jet me and Mr. Pringle see them, 

it was positively refused, though in the morning it had been ac

ceded to; he pretended, that as the Captain had seen them, it was 

unnecessary that anyone else should • . As a last resource, I wrote to 

Mr. Pringle's interpreter, the Hadgi, who was at Sanna, to make the 

stl'Onge remonstrances to he Vizier, to claim them as my servants, 

and to represent that t e offence was greatly aggravated by their . 
being taken from the factory, which was more immediately under 

the protection of the Imaum. l1ikewise desired that he would ob

tain for me a definitive answer, whether they were determined to 

perse 'ere in their present system of encouraging OUT sailors to 

desert, that I might, on my return, be able ta represent the case 

propedy o . the India Govemment. The extent of this evil calls 

loudly for 'remedy, and nothing can in my mind be easier, as a single 

ship wou'ld oblige them to tore every renegado. Some years ago 

the French bombarded t , 'n consequence of the Dola's not 

paying a debt of seventy thousand dollars. They first fired on his 

house, where they IdUed sevenl persons; and afterwards on a 

Friday (the -sabbath -of the Mussulrnauns), threw a sh 1 into the 

great mosque. This brought the Dola to his s. and t cash 
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was paid. He even grew 80 polite as to lower the duties from three 

to two and a half per cent. Our character certainly suffers very 

considerably in the eyes of the native powers for having so long 

submitted to the insult. 

The system of decoying away seamen in a Mussulmaull port, 

which is so very serious an inconvenience to aU Christian ships, is 

not done from any religious motive, but from an idea that all Chris

tians understand the 'forking of great guns, and to this office they 

are all destined. In the time of Niebuhr the pay of a renegado was 

one dollar and a half per month; it was then raised to two dollars 

and a half; and within the last ten months has been encreased to 

four dollars, in con~ideration of the high price of every article. The 

Captain bf the renegadoes is an Italian, who, thirty years ago, came 

here in the command of a native vessel from India: he turned 

Mussu lmaun, sold the vessel and cargo, and shared the profits 

of his villainy with the Dola of tbat time. He is now the active 

instl:ument in inducing others to desert their religion; he watches 

for them on the pier, and invites them to the Jew's town, where 

spiri ts are to be purchased. If intoxication follow they are ~arried 

in that state to the Dola's, whence it is not easy to make a retrea . 

A shew of liberality i kept up by permitting their friends to see 

them for the 6rst three days, during which time they are never cir

cumcised, but the most liberal offers are made; and the temptation 

of free accc:ss to the women can seldom be resisted by the sailor. 

Repentuce soon overtakes them from poverty, and t~e deprivation 

of their usual comforts.!' 

They ar~ not much troubled on the ~ore of their new religion, 

though at first they are obliged to learn the necessary prayers, and 
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the forms of prostration aQd ablution. These are acquired at 

Moosa, a town about thirty miles up the country. On their return 

to Mocha nQ compulsion is used to make them attend the mosque. 

At present there are only four white renegadoes, though numbeni 

deserted from our fleet during their stay here. It was then thought 

necessary to conciliate the Yemen Government; and consequently; 
, 

though threats were used by several officers, whose men deserted, 

yet nothing was done, and the Arabs were confirmed in thei r inso

lence by our forbearance. One man deserted from Captain Vashon 

during (he time he was here. He was immediately demanded from 

the Dola, who in very haughty terms refused to deliver him up, 

advising the Lieutenant, who delivered the message, to keep his 

men on board, if he wished them not to turn Mussulmauns. He 

was permitted to see the man, who on being asked why he took 

such a step, turned away without condescending to give any 

answer. Captain Vashon, though extremely indignant, did 110t feel 

himself justified in resorting to violence, and very properly avoided 

using any threat, which he did not mean to carry into effect. I 

wish pvery officer had done the same, and our character would 

have been more respected in Yemen. 

July 4.-1 heard there had been great confusion on board the 

.A{ltelope ~ince our arrival; yet Captain Keys tranquilly staid on 

shore: on the Qd, indeed, he went on board to punish two men, 

ODe of whom he immediately sent on board an American vessel 

wbi~h ~ame in af~er our arrival. By what authority he did this it 
• j • 

would be difficult to discover, as I ~aD hardly con<;c' e that a power 

i csted in the officers oftbe CQrnpany's marine to ransport his Ma

j y' subje,;ts. The lJlau came to • and infol1llfd me that he was 
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a deserter from the Lancaster, Sir Roger Curtis. nother of the 
Company's apprentices escaped, as I learned, on board the 

American. The Captain of which said, very properly, that he be

lieved he was there, but without hi knowledge or consent, 

and that he wished the Antelope's people would find him. They 

searched the ship, but without success. She sailed on the 4th of 

July, and with her two of his Majesty's subjects. 

Another of the seamen, also a deserter from a 'King's ship, 

fled to the Dola, and became a Mussulmaun . . He, and the one who 

sailed in the American, were the two that were on shore with me at 

Massowah. Mr. Hall went to see him, but was only abused. 

The heat of the weather was more oppressive than I had hitherto 

experienced; the winds were northerly, and extremely warm, 

though the thermometer was only 9!;t and 94°. I could bear no co

vering at night, and was so completely rela ed, that I was obliged 

to take a few glasses of wine. The swell in the road is much less 

than when the southerly winds prevail. The rains fell every day 

to the northward, and on the mountains of the interior, but not a 

drop reached Mocha. We obtained grapes, which were tole,able, 

and some very indifferent figs and peaches. -

Since my arrival here my suspicions at Massowah have been 

fully confirmed. The masters of the dow, on being interrQgated by 

Mr. Pringle, declar~d that Abdulcauder was sent to them by the 

Captain to advise them not to procure a pilot, to represent that if 

they did not, I should be obliged to go back to Mocha, a,nd th~t they 
• 

would get their four hundred dollars for nothing; on the contrary, 

if they went on, they auld not only have to pay one hundred for 

a pilot, hut would incur the danger and expense of a long voyage 
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ith a contrary wind. Abdulcauder admited that he was sent, and 

that he did deliver the message. I found al 0 from them, that he 

d lared his objections to the voyage before be left Mocha, saying, 

all be wanted was to go strait to Suez. The dow's bargain was to 

hire only one pilot at Massowah; consequently Captain Keys's de

mand of hiring two, was unjust. 

July 6.-1 was again a akened to be informed that two more 

boys ,had run away from the Antelope. They were two of the 

youngest apprentices, and swam away in the night. This was the 

more astoni hing, as two sentinels were mounted every night. Mr. 

Pringle repre ented in the strongest terms to Captain Keys the 

shameful degree of negligence that must have taken place, to 

enable these boys to escape i and advised him, at any rate, to 

punish the sentinels, jf he did not choose to go on board and look 

after his ~hip himself. He said that he had done all he could, 

by OJdering an officer's watch; that he could not punish the senti

nels, as he should then be obliged to put the officer of the watch 

under an arrest. There was no replying to so military and conclu

sive an argument. Mr. Hall came on shore early, and, on receiving . 
the Captain's instructions, went to the Dola. He saw one of the 

boys, and asked him if he had turned Mussulmaun. He said, yes; 

on which Mr. Hall drew forth a pistol and attempted to shoot him. 

FOTtunately it was not primed. The guards rushed on him and 

poor Devagee', who was frightened out of his life, and ecured them. 

The Dola only said," Ctny that madman to ~r. Pringle:' Had he 

wounded the Boy, hi own death ould probably have instantly 

followed; and even the factory inigbt have been i danger, as we 

d no intimation of his IOtent ~ • and the ga were left open. 
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Mr. Pringle reprobated his conduct in the stronge t t~rms to Captai 

Keys, who said that Mr. Hall had acted contrary to his written or

ders, and, if Mr. Pringle pleased, he would put him under an arrest. 

Mr. Pringle desired him to do as he thought proper, but that he 

should make no request on the subject. He wellt on board, and no 

notice was taken of the tran action. 

To our very great delight, the Fox frigate came in sight early in 

the morning, and towards noon was at anchor in the roads. I wrote 

to Captain Vashon, merely stating that Captain Keys's conduct had 

been such, as to oblige me to abandon my voyage; that I wouI.d ex

plain to him the whole if he would send off a boat , and ended, by 

requesting him to give me a passage to Bombay. The boat imme

diately arrived, with a very kind note, offering me every accommo· 

dation the Fox could afford, and saying he should wait dinner for 

me. He requested to see Mr. Pringle on busine s, who thererore 

accompanied me on board. He saluted me a usual. I found that 

he had come down from Jidda, in consequence of the Wahabees 

successes. They had taken Yambo; and were besieging Medina, iVhich 

must soon be starved into a surrender. The Sheriffe, much alarmed 
• 

for Mecca and Jidda, the only two places remaining in his pos e sion, 

came down to the latter place to ee Captain Vashon, to whom he 

had applied for assistance; and particularly requeste~ I that the 

Fox would accompany his fleet to retake Yambo. Adversity bad 

lowered hi pride, and he was all politeness and attention; yet, 

during the Egyptian expedition, he had treated Admiral Blanket . . 
i the greatest in o~e, and no Englishman could land there 

without bei g insulted. 

Captain Vashon did IlPt conceive it prudent to comply with any 
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of his requests, but said he would with the utmost expedition com· 

municat them to the Government of India. The application had 

at his desire been made in writing, signed by the Sheriffe and 

Pacha, who were, I believe, not a little discOl certed by his answer. 

The delay will, I suspect, be fatal to them. Provi ions were already 

so scarce at Jidda, that the Sheriffe could not supply the Fox; ancJ 

as the Wahabees were in' possession of the whole country, they 

could only be procured by sea. The J anisaries from Yambo and 

Cosseir had come down thither, the latter of which places the Ma· 

melukes had seized, who prudently sent away the Turkish soldiers; 

for if the enemy intended starving them out, this increase offorce will 

only hasten their ruin. Captain Vashon brought down a man to 

buy rice, but the quantity to be procured at Mocha i but small. 

I proposed to Captain Vashon to let the Antelope return to India 

with his dispatches, as she was of no farther use to me; and I 

thought the sooner she was gone the better, as she was daily losing 

her men. He approved of my plan, and it was decided that I should 

.oesign my nominal command the next day, and that she should be 

ordered off as soon as our letters were finished . .. 
July 7 .-Captain Vashon came on shore in the morning, towhorn. 

I communicated all that had passed. I wrote offi~ially to give 

up the ve~sel, and notified the same to Captain Keys, at the same 

time requiring the assistance of the apprentice Thomas Smith, who 

had acted as my servant during the voyage. This he complied 

with; and here ended all my conne.ctions with the Antelope, As I 

had much to 'represent to the Government at Bombay, which could 

not be dope by letter, and, as I thought it advisable that no misre· 

presentations should go abroad previously to my arrival there, I 
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I requested Captain Vashon would 0 def Captain Keys to give 

Mr. Salt a passage, in order to deliver safely my dispatches to Mr. 

Duncan, and forward those for his Excellency the Governor Ge

neral. With this he complied, and I immediately began writing. 

A singular circumstance occurred that evening. The Italian 

renegado came to Mr. Pringle, and earnestly requested that he 

would try to induoe the two last boys not to stay at the Dola's, as 

their situation' would be wretched. This he would have never 

dared to do without theDola's consent; and it seems an additional 

proof of the jdea I entertained, that religion had nothing to dowith 

their receiving deserters. These boys are too young to be of any 

use" and he would be glad not to pay them the four dollars each 

per month for doing nothing. The Dola seemed considerably 

alarmed that day: during our dinner all the guns on the batteries were 

shotted. A portion of his fears may be attributed to the Fox's hav"!> 

ing moved this morning much closer to the northern fort. 

Jl;11y lO.-One of Captain Vashon's Maltese marines deserted to 

the Dola. He was perfectly drunk, and refused to return with the 

officer. Captain Vashon applied to Mr. Pringle, as Resident, for his 

opinion respecting the effect it might have on the India Company's 

trade,.if he should deem it eligible to support the dignity of the Bri
tish flag, by recurring to force to obtain the wh~le of the ~enegadoes. 

The reply was indefinite: that he :thought after the ships were 

loaded it iwould be oflittle consequence, so far as the coffee trade 

went, as that .only amounted to 1700 and odd bales per annum at . . 
an average of the last ten yearst and it might be procured elsewhere; 

but that a very large import of India goods took place annually j 

and how far that might be injured he could 'not venture to say. 

VOL· II. M 
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Surely Mr. Pringle might have recollected" that the Imaum or his 

subjects procured the money to pay for the articles, only by the 

sale of their coffee, and that, consequently, the one trade would 

follow the other, whether to Loheia, Hodeiua, or Aden. Captain 

Vashon has sent on board the Antelope, and taken out four men 

whom the officers pointed out as being suspected by them to have 

deserted from King's ships. One fellow who has turned Mussu1-

maun, broke out of the hospital, and, as it is said by hunsdf, a man 

was killed in the affray. He however sent to me to beg a Bible. 

I complied, and thought it my duty to write to him, ,warning him 

of the criminality of his conduct. I received a long answer, in 

which he told me he could now be as good a Christian as before, and 

indeed that he had more time to pay his respects to God Almighty. 

The two unfortunate boys, that were left here, are recovered from 

the effects of their change, and removed into the Dola's house, 

where they are particularly well treated. They are to be put into the 

cavalry: but when. this Dola departs, his successor will probably use 

them like the rest, and wretched will be their fate. I hope Govern

ment 1\'ill take some steps to assert the dignity of the British flag, 

and recover to their country those, whose youth may, in some de

gree, palliate their desertion. 

July).9 '-. I have seen the man above mentioned; he had been up 

at Moosa, and came down, without leave, to beg some medicine from 

me. He had applied to the Dola of the place, who told him, tbat if 

he prayed as often as he did, he would not be ill. The man looked 
• c 

wretchedly, and told me he was afraid [was right in saying he 

should soon repent it. One of the boys who fled from the factory 

was very ill with the liver complaint, and extremely low spirited, 
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constantly r roaching his oompanion Ii having p rsuaded im 

to take such a step. They were aU to set off in a few days for ana 

to be shewn to the Imaum. The change of climate, with bad 

food, will probably soon end them. Sana is extremely unhealthy 

to European and natives of the Tehama. It wa probably their 

residence there, and journey through the mountains, that laid 

the fOUI d tion of those diseases that carried Mr. Niebuhr's com

panions to the grave. 

Mr. Salt sailed on the 9th in the Antelope, for Bombay, with a 

strong breeze from the N. W. H took with him letters for Mr. 

Duncan, in hich I officially forwarded to him charges against 

Captain Keys. J also sent a detail of all that had passed, toge

ther with copies of the correspondence between me and Captain 

Keys, to Major Shawe, to be laid before his Excellency the Governor 

General. 

Captain Va hon has proposed to go down to Aden for a fortnight, 

and, as I {; el myself extremely relaxed, I wish to try the air of the 

more open sea, and have accepted his invitation to accompany him; 

the 15 th is fixed for our departure. 
• 

July' 15.-1 went on board the Fox to brealrrast. It was however 

calm, and we did not ail till noon. We passed the strait at seven, 

and found a most pleasing difference in the climate. ~t was cool, 

except when a trong gust of wind came off from the promontory. 

In the night it became nearly calm. 

July 16. -We were off Cape St. Anthony. A brig was in sight 

at day light, to whiCh we gave chase. he proved to be an AmCl;i

can from Salem, but last from the Isle of France. T oalm con

tinued most part of the day, with a heavy liwell from the ea tward 
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of uth; Still the air w an at M9~~a, an 

most sensibly relieved. , . 

July 18.-With variable wind we got by four o'clock to an 

anchor in Aden roads, distant from Fortified Island about a mile. 

The swell was much more considerable than I could have ex

pected, as the wind came right over the land. The town of Aden 

has a most miserable appearance from the sea. It is nearly a heap 

of ruins, out of which two minarets and two mosques rear their 

whitewashed heads. The rocky peninsula, on which the town is 

situated, has all the appearance of the half of a volcano, the 

crater of which is covered by the sea, and on the edge of which 

lies the town: the rocks rise to a very considerable height. On the 

summits are numerous small square forts; and a second ridge 

toward the bay is covered with the ruins of lines and forts. For

tified Island was also covered with works, so as to resemble the 

hill forts of India. It must have been impregnable; and ' a very little 

trouble would render it 0 again. 

That the trade of Arabia should at present have quitted Aden, 

with it excellent harbour, for Mocha, an open road, liable to very 

heavy gales of wind, can only be attributed to the sovereign of 

Mocha having been till lately in possession of the whole of the 

coffee COUI)try; but as his kingdom is torn in pieces by the Waha

bees, Aden win probably recover its former importance, and again 

become the mart of an exten ive trade, as it was in the time of the 

author of the.Perip,lus; who most certainly d~sjgnated it under the 

name of Eudaimon. · It is the only good sea-port in Arabia Felix, 

and has t great advantage over every harbour, within the straits, 

that it can be quitted at all seasons, while it is amost impossible to 
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repass Bab·el-Mandeb during the S. W. monsoon. The present heaps 

of ruins and solitary minarets, give but little idea of the splendour 

which Marco Polo describes it as possessing in the thirteenth cen

tury; any moz:e than the humble Sultaun of a little territory will 

bear a comparison with the Mussulmaun chieftain who could then 

bring into the field 30,000 horse. 

Aden must then have been at its highest state of prosperity, and 

was, probably, from the commercial convenience it afforded , the 

capital of Arabia Felix. Its decline seems to have been gradual, 

for in 1513, Don Alphq 0 AJburquerque found the fortifications 

sufficiently strong to tWIce resist his attack, altho~gh trade bad in 

a great degree fled to Mocha and Loheia. 

Aden appears to have tranquilly remained under its Arabian 

masters till this period, when hostilities between the Soldan of 

Egypt and the Portuguese haying induced the former to bring 

ships across the desert, and emb~rk t~em on the Red Sea, a naval 

war took place between the two powers, and its excelleut harbour 

re,ndered Aden an object of great importance to each party. In 

151 () it was attacked by the fleet of Selim, who had conquere.d the 

Soldan of Egypt; but without success: however, in 1539 Soolimaun 

Basha, " 'hen proceedina to attack the Portuguese in India, treacher

ously seized the sovereign of Aden, and got possession of ~he place. 

Thefortifications were greatly increased by the Turks, and some of 

their enormous pieces of cannon were mounted on the walls. It was 

considered as a place of such importance, that so late as J 610, when . . 
Sir Henry Middleton wa there it I ad a Ba ha, as Governor, and 

the walls were still very strong. 

As the power of the Turks gradually declined, the Arabian, 
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by degrees, threw off their yoke; and in l7oS-Aden was found by 

th French in the pos e sion of an Arab prince. The fortifications 

were in ruin, and the bath were the nly places which, by th if rich 

marble , bore any marks of ancient magnificence. These have now 

totally disappeared, and not a single piece of cannon defends the 

walls. The Sultaun has a small tract of country belonging to him, 

which he has hitherto d £ nded fr m the Wahab es. He is much 

attached to the English, and offered to hold his country under 

them; at the same time giving a proof of hi sincerity, yadmitting 

th whol army of Colonel Murray within his walls. 

Banian from Mocha reside here, to <!arry on the trade with 

Berbera, and purchase the myrrh and gum arabic, which is still 

brought hither by the Samauiies, and pay to the Sultaun a duty 

of three per cent. 

An American was in the harbour, on board of which ason of the 

Honourable Mr. Goodhues, a senator of the United States, was super

carao. Mr. Pringle had written to him by me; I forwarded the 

letter, with an invitation to come on board the Fox. 

July 19. - By day-break Captain Vashon and I went on shore, 
• 

to look out for a l)Jace to pitch our tents We found a tolerable one 

on the ruins of the ho ses near to one of the rocks. The SuItaun's 

house i . a very wretched one externally; all the other seem of 

basket-work and matting. The wind freshened very much as the 

sun fOlie, and by eleven it bJew so strong that we were obliged to 

let go another anchor. It was fortunately right off the land, but the , 
hills formed eddies, and caused the gusts t~ be very violent. Mr. 

Goodhues came early and staid the whole day. In the evening it 

lulled, and the tents were pitched on shore. 
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July ~o.-The wind was very hot, but at night I returned n 

shore to sleep. It was extremely unpleasant from the heat. The 
Sullaun came in at noon. He always comes down for orne time 

at this season; for what purpose I know not. 

July 2~.-On the morning of the 21st I left the shore for ' the 

ship. The wind freshens every morning from the W. or S. and 

blows an day hot like an oven. At night it lulls, but too late to 

enable us to go on shore. The nights are cool and pleasant, but 

there is a considerable swell. At this ~eason, Aden is altogether, a 

most unpleasant place. Grapes and pomegranate are to be had in 

plenly, but no vegetables. The beef has hitherto been bad, but 

we were romised some good bullocks, that had been sent for by 

the Sultaun. 

July 25. - The wind continued as usual; except that on the 

night of the 22d, so violent a gale commenced all at once, lhat 

every body expected our anchors would have been brought home. 

The heat and dust were insufferable. The swell al 0 was very 

great during the day. A, therefore, living on shore was impossi

ble, and we had no parI icular business at this place, it was 4eter

mined that we hould s t sail on the 27 th to turn to Mocha. 

A very great variety of dead . hells is thrown upon the beach: 

but there~ are no shoals, and we were unable to procur~ live spe

cimens. I purchased some from tire crew of the Fox, which they 

got at Jidda, and had sever 1 given me by Captain Vashon and 

Lieutenant Flint. The boats were sent out ev ry m?rning when 

the weather would per~nit, but vith very little succes . At fir t, for 

some reason, the natives ent us off bad water; buton strong remon

strances we procured as good as need be wish d. 




