











CHAPTER IL

M sy 24.—At six we were under weigh, but were obliged soon to
come to an anchor, as the land-wind was against us, and there was
no room to work. Mr. Maxfield had been sent off in the jolly boat
to the shore, where we saw a considerable crowd collected close to
a mud building, which we presumed to be the castle. On his re-
turn he informed us, that the natives had perceived our approach,

and had taken us for the Wahabees, in consequence of which the

Nayib hazd came over from Arkeko, and they had been all night
~under arms. Mr. Maxfield informed them that a great man was on
board, g&ihgn to Suez, who would probably pay the Nayib a visit;
that we wished for permission to enter the port, and obtain water
and provmons ; that we were wxlhng to salute thc i’ort with three,
 five, or seven guns, whxchever the Naylb, would retum. He.was at

theheadofhm audmphod thatholhmﬁdbehappytosee




M and his rage excceded all bounds: he Mhmm their
f- ’nnl, not - w‘pmeed‘.and, when they went mmlﬂmttch
'»sg to himself, and told-the Captain he was so angry, that if his
~ head should he:c:utmﬂ' it miﬁm pa'cvcnt has conplammg.
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- We set ua’in '&he béan «Mute from the ship, followed by
all &e Banians, “We ’lmetcﬁ Wm ‘the town. There were three

brass cannon there, much injured by time: with these they at-

tempted a salute, but as the first missed fire, and I advanced, I canmot
tell with how mmythey intended to honour me. | landed at a 'mel?
witha - small~0pm space, that led to an ancient gateway, on one side
of which was a large building. In one of its balconies I perccwed
several well dressed people. There was a considerable crowd, but
they behaved very well. 1 entered by the gateway, and turning to
the left, passed through several ruined rooms, and ascended a slope
of rubbish to a large apartment, the end of which was covered with
‘mats, on which was seated a very numerous asscmblage of half clad
natives. On the left side, in the balcony, was the Nayib, and several
well dressed men. Opposite to them were two old fashioned English
elbow chimthh high backs.

entering, | made my salaam to the Nayib whﬁ pomted to the
chairs. Mr. Salt and I immediately seated wrselvug ‘my servant
and Hyder atandmg by The Nayxb was in one mmr, he'waa

e
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thanks for the answer the Naytb had mmmed me in &he mommg
 Hyder mterpreted this to the Baum.;. 10 went ltoapmg. md in
a low voice communicated it to thesNam Our whole convers-
ation passed in the same way, and was merely complimentary : asl
had been informed it would be wrong to enter on any business at
my public audience. He told me that the island was mine, and
‘begged I would make what use I pleased of it; that a house was
_ prepared for me, and that he hoped I would continue in it during
* mystay. To this I asscutcd. Coffec was brought, after the Arab
fashion, in very small china cups, without milk or sugar: these
were placed in larger ones of gilt filagree, to prevent the fingers
from being burnt. Alfterwards a caftan of red silk was thrown over

my shoulders. Thcy enquxmd who Mr.(Salt was; and, on »bemg
informed he was quSecnemy. there was some cmﬁman. and a
~man went out. 1 now wished to take my leave, but was desired to
stay till my housc would be ready. I suspetted what afterwards
_proved ‘to be thecase. A man entered, and 1mmedn.t.cly\a ~caftan

~ of blue cloth with yellow silk facing was thrown over Mr. Salt. -

:;-’;w Irnow madq;ny salaam, and the Nayxb rose to attend me. Wz




what had passed, and to mwte huh :on‘ shore My seryant went
also to brmg back the thmgs neccssary y for my stay. l thcn told

Dhalac I had dcclared my perfect conﬁdence in the people
55 that X, shouid“not*take a smgle sepy on shore thh me ; %uolu-




e l was very much indisposed, but did not wxsh to ’&ake any thing
' ﬁﬂ night, as I understood from the Banian thaﬂheﬂaylb«munded

to Sua.km ; and ourdémwagm ggcli ’zfgt'ate as to render gettmg her
' Soon aﬁibf their amval Captam Kcys

,J',fmow 80k Mocha, Bt e an Arab, the ‘”an,»_'.«and i’Havildar; a
“drdcrly, composed the whole of :

tovisit me in theevming wmmhé:umme an o

W 5

‘nfor Hydbr md»

e

amt me t.hﬂ he had nosuch mtentmm 3 fh‘t il he
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the other on.the ground. He made his salaams in return to mine,
by placing his hand on his breast,and pointed to a seat placed close
to his, at right angles. Perceiving Mr. Salt was not with me, he
sent for him, and he soon arrived, accompanied by my landlord.

‘We had a long conversation, itf which I represented that my
motive for coming was to ascertain, whether our ships could with
safety pass up this coast to Suez, and obtain water and provisions
on the way. *1 pomtedout the great advantage that would con-
sequently ensue to his people, and expressed my satisfaction at
having hitherto met with 50 much civility from his subjects, and
in having succeeded in’ ascertain:\%gv'what I wished. He replied that
the island was mine, and that I might do what I pleased. That if
our ships came, they should have every thing he could supply
them with. That here they were very civil, good people; but, that,
on the main, though they belonged to him, he could not equally
answer for them. He offered sherbct in a silver cup, whwh the
person who brought it tasted in my presence :

I now produced my present, prefacing it by saymg that I was
not a merchant, but a:mn of rank in my own coumnyg ‘tmdlmg




'&nather a small man.pf a g_‘taw.mum ance, :

'vuf age. His name is Ed 3 f‘ﬂ“hhs been mm years Nayib, md

a most excellent char cter. He is the son of the late Nayib
athei son ol' Achmed, of whom Mr. :
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1 viewed from r!;y window the island of Valentia, distant about five
leagues, Ras Gidden, and the chain of mountains that lines the
coast of the Red Sea from this piace to the plains of Egypt Behind
these the summit of Taranta peeps out, and gives credit, by its
h:zght, to Mr. Bruce's account of the difficulty he had in ascending
it. The island of Sheik Said is pleasingly covered with trees, and
seems to be nearly in the tmdd&e of this unruffied bason.

May 29.— A restless mgh.t determined me to leave off wine,
and try if that would cool me. In other respects I was better; and,
thank God ! my 'SPirits never left me for a moment. My visi-
tors were. miﬁrous, and my host was extremely intelligent. I
gathered f’rom him the following information. Dhalac is consi-
dered as a proﬁtab]e government for the person who holds it. The
Nayib receives from him only sixty dollars in money, and also
obtains some camels, goats, and asses. If any thing should throw a
large sum into the hands of the Dola, the Nayib would send to him
and claim it 3 but 1f as in our case, it amounted to no more than
thirty or forty dollars, he would let him keep all. The Nayib lives
generally at Arkeko, where he has a very, good house, artd one
wife, although the plaoe is not so pleasant as Massowah § but in
this he finds his intere "Mause the greater part of his domi-
nions lie there, amd 4 Mle havc an easy access to-him. He
| where he has :mothér wxfe. The trade is
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stance, and a pm(;f of the increasing civilization of that country.
- The Suakin trade in slaves is, they say, proportionably augmenting.
In return, they send up British broad-cloth,;arms, ammunition,
and the different manufactures of India: alittle grainis also
brought down from Abyssinia. They have, in their own country,
plenty of goats and oxen; the sca supplies them with an inex-
haustible variety of fish of the. hn&t kinds; so that their living is
by no means bad: game also seems in the greatest plenty. Water
- at Arkeko is not very good, but abundant. On the island of Mas-
sowah are about thirty tanks, which are filled in the rainy ée_as,on :
these are kept closed, and are, I believe, private property. They are
not sufficient for the supply of the place, and ~much water is
brought every morning by the bbau ﬁ‘qu:keko. M
The houses are, each, surmlmded by a fdnce of roeds the rooms
are detached, and built of the same: within, they are lined with
mats. The common peoplc are extremely civil, and no one carries
any arms, except the immediate family of the Naylb. My Ascar
had no weapon except a stick. The natives did not seem jealous of
the:r women, who came down w*bﬁ,‘bca and perﬁ;rmcd their ablu-
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~who pays them oute qf the dutm which ought to be remitted to
GMantmoph They still recognise the Suhmmm their master,
~ but it is a mere form. The Nayib- pays nothlng to the King of
, Abyssinia, but fhey}aré,‘il' understand, on very good terms.
% The antans here a,re"»?ery comfortable  they say they ha‘m‘
¢ r and. ofihevh were those menuoned by

people of Dhalac, but although the best banks belong to the N;y.b
he recewes m sbare of the proﬁt ot : B




’ﬁo ﬁusvhe‘ -Wiil‘ingly 'au'sfm@ed{
L.Ior mules and people to attend hqm

"'*'f»say I had only mﬂicnent for‘ ifly exPenses. as we never tfa"elled
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like a native, and brought me from the reef a considerable variety
of madrapores, some very beautiful.

June 5.—I did not feel quite so well, which mlght be owing to
the heat, as the thermometer was 100°, and there was little air
till eleven o'clock. The most desirable article to the natives is
cutlery. They asked for some pencils aud paper, and every kind of
nick-knack. They had scarcely seen any of our European conve-
niences, and were much delighted with them. They learned their
names, and pronounced them with great facility. The Nayib's son
asked for powder and ball, to kill me an elephant. One of the pilots
arrived from Dhalac: he seemed doubtful whether he could take
the ship to Suakin, but wished to wait for his brother’s opinion,
who had been sent for. He was a very decent young man.

June 6.—A whimsical circumstance happened this morning on
board the Antelope; Lieutenant Maxfield last night took an obser-
vation of Jupiter’s satellites; on Captain Keys going on board, Mr.
Maxfield presented him with a copy, which he took down with him
into the cabin. Soon afterwards Mr. Maxfield was called. ¢ So, Sir,
I perceive this paper was meant for Lord Valentia” (shewing.him at
the same time my name written at the ba;k). “ It was, Sir, but I
have another written, -Which was intended for you.” ‘I want, Sir,
neither one nor the other ; Mr. Bruce is a very accurate observer,
and 1 shall take hxs latitude and longntude." Now, how he came to
know that Mr. Bruce was accurate, I cannot tell; but Mr, Maxfield
‘has certamly provp him otherwise in his survey of the Bay.

Tﬁe 'Bumn came to me. this mommg to say, that he was my
34 fsemmi md wouldn o whétavcr Lplemd. that if 1did not choose




H‘hu vmtagavc ‘me great smsfamomm; it mmd me I posaemd
a w%ﬁmm;.inﬂ»enm ‘V“-hx the. mimm» mdnwe thcm to speak thc

] / !mhed hts vayage
pmket lns fout iwndred dollars,
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I could decide, I must consult the pilots. That I should then in-
form Captain Keys what my plans were; and it remained for him
to settle with the men, with which matter I had no concern: That
in consequence our meeting would be useless, or the attendance of
any one on my part, when he waited on the Nayib. They were
themselves perfectly satisfied (my landlord and the Banian), and
immediately went to the Nay:b. In ashort time they returned wuh 3
both the pilou,;aod‘iww?f kind ‘message from the Nayib, e
true Asiatic style, ** that )Qe nslly mshad to know my will to obey
it; and that he. mmm Mph for me to do wlm 1 m
with them; ! Vg Gt Gl biimg At

I found the bmﬂwmaqmlly well bnh&wduand m,tqu;gpm 'jfhcy- i
informed me that the first part of the voyage was open sea, through
which they could conduct the ship night and day, if I were not
afraid. 1 asked if, at this time of the “thcy muld mer a dow
da}ﬁm maht, ;hey said, yes. Thenl,
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~ him to make the proper arrangements with the pllots. I begged

 them again to express to their master huw‘very grateful I felt for

* his numerous attentions to me, which 1 should take care to repre-
“sent to all my countrymen, who rmght visit the Red Sea. A second
round of Asiatic compliments passed on the occasion.

I sent to require a boat to carry my servant to a reef opposite the
”,;town to search for shells, which was cnmphed with. He had not
& nuch success. The natives, umhe mum of the day, brought me
 some new species. There was a great variety of dead shells thrown

_'shore“of a species, of which, I have not been able to procure liv-

b ﬁhnds Money wnll hardly induce the natives to exert themselves.
| found our landlord‘ namewas Abou ‘Yusuﬂ' or Fathcr J oseph and

i
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communicate it to me. Mr. Salt and my servant caught some very
beautiful small fish ; they also procured a few shells.

The Captain was again sent for by the Nayib in the evening,
who wished him to pay one pilot, and the Naqueda the other, but
nothing definitive was settled. I had a most extraordinary answer
from the Captain at night, stating, that there had been much
delay by taking this passage, that we should not be able to reach
Suez, and most probably not even Tor; and notifying to me that
the Antelope must leave the Red Sea by the middle of August, in
order to save her passage for the season. The pilot informed Hyder,
that the Captain’s interpreter had been talking with him, and telling
him that if he went with us, he would be Starved for there was no
rice on board. |

June 9. — Before breakfast I wrote a reply to Captain Kcys,"‘
stating that I considered his letter as a declaration, that he would

“not obey the Governor General’s orders, and requiring that he
would communicate to me his instructions from the Bombay"Co-
vernment, and give me a deﬁmtxve answer in regard to his in-
tentxons of obeymg thcl Governor General, with mpect go my Ve




’merely to assut me ; tbat he wnshedj l;o (x:;tum m Arkeko, ;md'
&nﬂ to know my intentions, and whsn I niemt to depart,, and
added that he wished to have my commands to go to Amkeka He
also used an Asiatic expression, that the Nayib said ¢ “ the Captam
hﬂﬂ m 5998!%&‘ A expressed my extmp regw; that such a cir-

) e choyld have qecurmd ! m&ed :Jmt the Captam was no

’iﬂﬁhﬂn htsmmd\m, ﬁhﬁn Iﬁ%d 1o daubt he would be
h ed. That I wished as much as possible to be gone, but that
hy departure in some degree depended on the Captain; that, how-

eVer, l would myself h plcasure vxsu the Naynb and take my;}




I réneind ah gnsyver fmm Caplmn qu. He rexpressed his
conbal DL X should suppose it possible he could intend to dis-
~ obey the Gévemor General's otdlers, that he conceived they were
issued under the idea that “our voyage would be over long before
the fifteenth of Aug,\ut, and that, therefore, on that day, he should
positively depart' on \his :émrn to India. However asﬁinished I
might be at his thus plaémg his conjectures in opposition to his
Excellency’s most posiwv' mh‘ 1 had no means of preventmg

hxs carrymg h:s rawlutm~ ‘tdv zifew, as, he howevér, pmfused




.ud"wbuld not carry much aall} 14 ]
géttmg to Cosseir in f&'s" than é.g
“had only a week to write to Mr. Ros
prcpare a guard{ of camels to passto Kmﬁe, Sy thence to secure

wonld‘ havz t’aken up at l‘east

v z*.a.g

ands Qf tl;e greatest th:

e v%@”*“ J‘d‘! R T
















N.£ The Mocha wakm,
mld one of silver, as

Gwet.»%»dollm pcr wma.. e

A goodvmale ditto, accordmg tt;
Rx.c_e;per bag of 105 Ib. 5 dollars. e
A roigl;offgec, 2 dollars. i » ; St
Fowls, 12 for a dollar. s s
Goats, 2 for ditto. : i Bl
Shwp, 2 for ditto. ‘ ‘. v e
Cow, 1 for 5 dollars. e il
Camels, 4 to 5 dollars. A
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Kgyg, 10 md 'at Mr. Hall had md nm:rary tohu wnu,cn or-
ders, and, ler fnnglcpleasod bcwould put. hlmm!deranarrest
Mr. Brmgle duwad him to do as he thought proper, but that he
should ‘make no mquéit on the subject. He went on board and nq
notice was taken of the transaction. Ak e

%o our very. great delight, the Fox fngate came in sight early in
the morning, and towzirdanwnwas at ancborm the roads. I wrote
to Captain thon merely stating that Captam Kcyu conduct had
bdm mmh,m to'obhge mém‘abandon my voyage that Iwould ex-
ph&n to him :hcmde u‘h mmnhdaﬁf a boat, and cnded by

diately arrived, with a very | kmd note, oﬂ'ctmg ﬁc,mrj? momm 5 |
dation the Fox could afford, and saying he should wait dinner foq:
He requested to see Mr. Prmglc on busmeu, who thereforc
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I requested Captain Vashon would o der Captain Keys to give
Mr. Salt a passage, in order to deliver safely my dispatches to Mr.
Duncan, and forward those for his Excellency the Governor Ge-
neral. With this he complied, and I immediately began writing.

A singular circumstance occurred that evening. The Italian
renegado came to Mr. Pringle, and earnestly requested that he
would try to induce the two last boys not to stay at the Dola’s, as
their situatﬁn" would be wretched. This he would have never
dared to do without the Dola’s consent ; and it seems an additional
proof of the ideal entertained, that religion had nothing to dowith
their receiving deserters. These boys are too young to be of any
use, and he would be glad not to pay them the four dollars each
per month for doing nothing. The Dola seemed considerably
alarmed that day: during our dinner all the guns on the batteries were
shotted. A portion of his fears may be attributed to the Fox's hav-
ing moved this morning much closer to the northern fort.

July 10—One of Captain Vashon's Maltese marines deserted to
the Dola. He was perfectly drunk, and refused to return with the
officer. Captain Vashon applied to Mr. Pringle, as Resident, for his
opinion respecting the effect it might have on the India Company’s
trade, if he should deem it eligible to support the dignity of the Bri-
tish flag, by recurring to force to obtain the wholeof the renegadoes.
The reply was indefinite: that he ‘thought after the ships were
loaded it would be of little consequence, so far as the coffee trade
went, as. that only amounhed 01700 and odd bales per annum at
an average of the last ten years, and it might be procured elsewhere;

‘bm that a very lal‘gw;lmpmt of India goods took place annually ;
~and how far »haes mght ‘be injured he could ‘not venture o say.
vox. n. g 8 M
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Surely Mr. Pringle might have recollected that the Imaum or his
subjects procured the money to pay for the articles, only by the
sale of their coffee, and that, consequently, the one trade would
follow the other, whether to Loheia, Hodeida, or Aden. Captain
Vashon has sent on board the Antelope, and taken out four men
whom the officers pointed out as being suspected by them to have
deserted from King's ships. One fellow who has turned Mussul-
maun, broke out of the hospital, and, as it is said by hﬁxxselﬂ a man
was killed in the affray. He however sent to me to beg a Bible.
I complied, and thought it my duty to write to him, warning him
of the criminality of his conduct. I received a loné answer, in
which he told me he could now be as good a Christian as before, and
indeed that he had more time to pay his respects to God Almighty.
The two unfortunate boys, that were left here, are recovered from
the cffects of their change, and removed into the Dola’s house,
where they are particularly well treated. They are to be put into the
cavalry : but when this Dola departs, his successor will probably use
them like the rest, and wretched will be their fate. I hope Govern-
ment will take some steps to assert the dignity of the British flag,
and recover to their Eountry those, whose youth may, in some de-
gree, palliate their desertion.

July 13.—1I have seen the man above mentioned ; he had been up
at Moosa, and came down, without leave, to beg some medicine from
me. He had applied to the Dola of the place, who told him, that if
he prayed as often as he did, he would not be ill.  The man looked
A wretchcdly, and told me he was afmd [ was nght in saying he
‘;;_'-should soon repent it. One of the boys who fled from the factory
was  yery ill with the liver comp 2 , and extrcmely low spmted :
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constantly . “ aching his companion maving persuaded him
to take such a step. They were all to set off in a few days for Sana
to be shewn to the Imaum. The change of climate, with bad
food, will probably soon end them. Sana is extremely unhealthy
to Europeans and natives of the Tehama. It was probably their
residence there, and journey through the mountains, that laid
the foundation of those diseases that carried Mr. Niebuhr's com-
panions to the grave.

Mr. Salt sailed on the 9th in the Antelope, for Bombay, with a
strong breeze from the N. W. He took with him letters for Mr.
Duncan, in"’hich I officially forwarded to him charges against
Captain Keys. I also sent a detail of all that had passed, toge-
ther with copies of the correspondence between me and Captain
Keys, to Major Shawe, to be laid before his Excellency; the Governor
General.

Captain Vashon has proposed to go down to Aden for a fortnight,
and, as I feel myself extremely relaxed, I wish to try the air of the
more open sea, and have accepted his invitation to accompany him ;
the 15th is fixed for our departure. 5

July 15.—1 went on board the Fox to breakfast. It was however
calm, and we did not sail till noon. We passed the straits at seven,
and found a most pleasing difference in the climate. It was cool,
except when a strong gust of wind came off from the promontory.
In the night it became nearly calm.

July 16. —We were off Cape St. Anthony. A brig was in sight
at day light, to which we gave chase. She proved to .bc,.gn Ameri-

_ can from Sakm,butlast from the Isle of France. HE calm con-
*‘ tmucd most part of the day, thh a heavy swell from the eastward
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of sputh: Still the air '& cooler\%)an at Mtha, anc ¥ : | »
most sensibly relieved. X

July 18.—With variable winds we got by four o’clock to an
anchor in Aden roads, distant from Fortified Island about a mile.
The swell was much more considerable than I could have ex-
pected, as the wind came right over the land. The town of Aden
has a most miserable appearance from the sea. It is nearly a heap
of ruins, out of which two minarets and two mosques rear their
whitewashed heads. The rocky peninsula, on which the town is
situated, has all the appearance of the half of a yolcano, the
crater of which is covered by the sea, and on the edge of which
lies the town: the rocks rise to a very considerable height. On the
summits are numerous small square forts; and a second ridge
towards the bay is covered with the ruins of lines and forts. For-
tified Island was also covered with works, so as to resemble the
hill forts of India. It must have been impregnable ; and a very little
trouble would render it so again.

That the trade of Arabia should at present have quitted Aden,
with its excellent harbour, for Mocha, an open road, liable to very
heavy gales of wind, can only be attributed to the sovereign of
Mocha having been till lately in possession of the whole of the
coffee country ; but as his kingdom is torn in pieces by the Waha-
bees, Aden will probably recover its former importance, and again
become the mart of an extensive tradc. as it was in the time of the
author of the Periplus ; who most certamly dcsxgnated it under the
name of Eudaimon. It is the mly good sea-port in Arabia Felix,
he great advantage over every harbour, within the straits,
; tkat it can be qumedm alwem while it is amost mpmsxble to
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repass Bab-el-Mandeb during the S. W.monsoon. The present heaps
of ruins and solitary minarets, give but little idea of the splendour
which Marco Polo describes it as possessing in the thirteenth cen-
tury ; any more than the humble Sultaun of a little territory will
bear a comparison with the Mussulmaun chieftain who could then
bring into the field 30,000 horse.

Aden must then have been at its highest state of prosperity, and
was, probably, from the commercial convenience it afforded, the
capital of Arabia Felix. Its decline seems to have been gradual,
for in 1513, Don Alphgnso Alburquerque found the fortifications
sufficiently strong to twice resist his attack, although trade had in
a great degree fled to Mocha and Loheia.

Aden appears to have tranquilly remained under its Arabian
masters till this period, when hostilities between the Soldan of
Egypt and the Portuguese haying induced the former to bring
ships across the desert, and embark them on the Red Sea, a naval
war took place between the two powers, and its excellent harbour
rendered Aden an object of great importance to each party. In
1516 it was attacked by the fleet of Selim, who had conquered the
Soldan of Egypt ; but without success : howeve\ﬁin 1539 Soolimaun
Basha, when proceeding to attack the Portuguese in India, treacher-
ously seized the sovereign of Aden,and got possession of the place.
The fortifications were greatly increased by the Turks, and some of
their enormous pieces of cannon were mounted on the walls. It was
considered as a place of such importance, that so late as 1610, when
Sir Henry Middleton ;vas‘ there, it had a Ba ha, as Governor, and
the walls were still very strong.

As the power of the Tu.rks gradually declmcd the Arabians,
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by degrees, threw off their yoke; and in 1708 Aden was found by
the French in the possession of an Arab prince. The fortifications
were in ruins, and the baths were the only places which, by their rich
marbles, bore any marks of ancient magnificence. These have now
totally disappeared, and not a single piece of cannon defends the
walls. The Sultaun has a small tract of country belonging to him,
which he has hitherto defended from the Wahabees. He is much
attached to the English, and offered to hold his country under
them; at the same time giving a proof of his sincerity, by admitting
the whole army of Colonel Murray within his walls. l(”

Banians from Mocha reside here, tod carry on the trade with
Berbera, and purchase the myrrh and gum arabic, which is still
brought hither by the Samaulies, and pays to the Sultaun a duty
of three per cent.

An American was in the harbour, on board of which a son of the
Honourable Mr. Goodhues, a senator of the United States, was super-
cargo. Mr. Pringle had written to him by me; I forwarded the
letter, with an invitation to come on board the Fox.

July 19.— By day-break Captain Vashon and I went on shore,
to look out for a pﬁ::e to pitch our tents We found a tolerable one
on the ruins of the houses near to one of the rocks. The Sultaun’s
house is a very wretched one externally ; all the others scem of
‘basket-work and matting. The wind freshened very much as the
sun rose, and by eleven it blew so strong that we were obliged to
let go another anchor. It was fortunately nght off the Md but the

~ hills formed eddies, and caused the gusts to be vcry violent. Mr.
Goodhues came early and staid the whole day.«* -ln the evening it

‘luued, andthc tcnm;m pnohqd on shore, . i

\.‘ ! f
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July 20.—~The wind was very hot, but at night I returned on

shore to sleep. It was extremely unpleasant from the heat. The
Sultaun came in at noon. He always comes down for some time

at this season ; for what purpose I know not.

July 22.—On the morning of the 21st I left the shore for the
ship. The wind freshens every morning from the W.or S. and
blows all day hot like an oven. At night it lulls, but too late to
enable us to go on shore. The nights are cool and pleasant, but
there is a considerable swell. At this season, Aden is altogether, a
most unpleasant place. Grapes and pomegranates are to be had in
plenty, but no vegetables. The beef has hitherto been bad, but

we were promised some good bullocks, that had been sent for by
the Sultaun.

July 25.—The wind continued as usual; except that on the
night of the 22d, so violent a gale commenced all at once, that
every body expected our anchors would have been brought home.
The heat and dust were insufferable. The swell also was very
great during the day. As, therefore, living on shore was impossi-
ble, and we had no particular business at thns place, it was deter-
mined that we should set sail on the 27th to\\eturn to Mocha.

A very great variety ol dead shells is thrown upon the beach:
but there are no shoals, and we were unable to procure live spe-
cimens. I purchased some from thecrew of the Fox, which they
got at Jidda, and had several given me by Captain Vashon and
Lieutenant Flint. The boats were sent out every morning when
the weather would pec.mit, but with very little success. At first, for
some reason, the natives sent us off bad water; but on strong remon-
- strances we procured as good as need be wished.






