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The pier does not extend far enough out, for the boats to reach it at
low water: this is extremely inconvenient. The Sultaun procured
us excellent bullocks ; he was himself the sole dealer in these
articles. He was extremely civil, sent Captain Vashon and me a
present of a cow, two sheep, and seven goats, and invited us on
shore, saying", he had horses, &c. at our service. The limes are
excellent, and in profusion. Fire wood is to be obtained. The climate
is healthy, and I suspect we were particularly unfortunate in having
it so unpleasant. Our tents were blown down and torn to piéces.

July 27.—Yesterday the wind was so violent that no boat put
off after the early part of the morning. One that went on shore
was nearly swamped in returning. My servant went out on an ass,
-and procured me another plant of the balsam of Mecca, and some
seeds. At seven in the evening it suddenly fell calm, and a light
sea breeze sprung up.. Last night it began to blow at half past one;
but, fortunately, this morning it became moderate, which enabled
us to get off our tents, bullocks, fruit, and water. Towards evening
it again blew so fresh that we left our anchor behind us when we
weighed for sea. ' ‘

July 28.—A sl»ﬁfr was in sight early, bearing from the Straits:
‘we gave chase, and neared her considerably, till it fell calm. We
~suspected her to be a French privateer, and cleared for action. She
hoisted American colours, but’immediately took them down again,
\At night she was out of sight. g
- August 2.—The vessel we chased steered in so strange a way,
‘that we did not wish to leave her and, coMumtly were consi-
‘derably delayed. - On the 29th she was visible in the morning, but
‘astern. On our firing a =glmjto"ldw&rd, and hoisting our colours, she

o




MOCHA. 91

took 1o notice, but continued her way. The winds were extremely
light from the south, with frequent calms. The moment we passed
the straits, the change in the atmosphere was most singular: the
heat became so great that the cabin was insupportable: and the
prickly heat came out in one night with more violence than I ever
before experienced. The chase for these two last days has been
ahead, and this morning we perceived she had run to the N. of
Mocha roads. We got into an excellent birth off the north fort at
six this evening. The heat had been so oppressive that I deter-
mined to go on shore, though the gates were shut, and (herefore
landing at the pier was out of the question. We got as near the
beach as possible, to the south of the town. The water is so shallow
that the men were obliged to carry me a considerable distance. We
got in at a little wicket, which is kept open till eleven. Mr. Pringle
had given over expecting me, but my old comfortable quarters had
been prepared for my reception. The night was a little pleasanter
than the last.

August 3.— At length the ship came into harbour, and proved to
be an American, last from the Isle of F rance.

I found that, on our coming in sight, all the\boys that had run
away from the Antelope had been sent up to Moosa, lest we should
persuade them to desert back again. They were in a wretched state,
and sorely repented the steps they had taken. They had not the in-
dulgences of other Mussulmauns, but were considered as a kind of
slaves, and obliged to do as they were ordered for their four dollars
a month, a pittance acarcely sufficient to keep them ahvc yet were
the Dola who converted them to be recalled, even this would be
- diminished. I received the following rcply to my application to
of VOL.U. g kN -
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the Imaum : * That old customs could not be altered; that no man
had ever been given up who had applied to the Dola; that he knew
the English were very powerful, and wished to do every where just
as they pleased; but that, with the blessing of God, nothing would
happen.” ‘

By the American that came last, a letter was received from a
Banian, who went down to the Isle of France, to obtain the repay-
ment of the money he had advanced for several years as rent of
the French factory. He took with him two Arabs, and I strongly
suspect that they were sent to make application to the French
Government there, for assistance against the English. The above
speech of the Imaum seems to confirm it.

I learned that several applications were made at the American’s
ship for the letter, and that they expressed the greatest alarm lest
Devagee should get hold of it. The letter of course could not be
procured by us, but the contents were published in part; highly
extolling the French power, and stating that they had taken
sixteen sail of our China fleet, and brought them into the Isle of
Frange. This could only have been said to encourage his employers.
‘The report was wddidod by all the Americans, to the great dis-
pleasure of the Dola. :

" Another circumstance confirmed my suspicions respecting the
application to the Isle of France. The Americans have been
supposed by the Arabs to be friends of the French, and have been
 frequently spoken to as such,ﬁh’ng_them if they were not so, and
~assuring them that the Arabs all were, and wished to see the French
e nens of tl e shells of this shore were pro- 3
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cured by Abdullah, a servant of Mr. Pringle, and two boys that
went out with him. I employed myself in sorting and packing my
shells, and other curiosities, for Europe. Botanising was out of the
question, from the intense heat of the climate: rarely is the ther-
mometer under 90° day or night, and generally it was 92° or 94°.
The wind was frequently southerly, more especially towards the
middle of August, when the sun became vertical; at other times
it was a calm for hours together.

Mr. Pringle requested me to visit a Seid called Sidi Mahomed
Akil, a man of very considerable property, who had the best house
in Mocha. He was a Wahabee, and much hated by the Dola.
Though occasionally there, he was a native of Morabat, where his
wives lived: he had also houses at Jidda, Muscat, and somewhere
on the Malabar coast. He had married a relation of the Imaum, but
not liking her, sent her back the next morning, with her dowry. As
I wished much to see an Arab house, I complied with Mr. Pringle’s
request to visit the Seid. The house was lighted up; and as he had
notice of my visit, every thing was in the best possible order. He
met me at the door, and hurried me from one flight of narroy steps
to another, till at length we reached two chlewt wooden
rooms on the summit of the house, the sides of which were com-
posed of venetian blinds: they were carpeted, and had English
elbow chairs covered with cushions.

We were served with sherbet spiced with nutmegs, and after-
wards with coffee, scented with cloves. We abused the Dola most
cordially ; and as the Seid had just come from Jidda, we afterwards
fell on the Sheriffe. He seemcd to think, that however the Sheriffe
- might resist for a time, nothing but a strong external assistance
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could prevent his being ultimately starved into a surrender. The
force of the Turks was estimated at about 1000 ; these are superior
to any Arabs, and would be quite sufficient to defend him from the
Wahabees. The Seid mentioned that he was going to Bombay, and
hoped I would there assist him in obtaining some favour he wished
from Government. I told him I had no such power; but as Ishould
be at Mr. Duncan’s, I would willingly obtain him an opportunity of
making his own application.

The conversation became more free than I expected from an
Arab. He laughed about the women, and asked me if I wished to
become acquainted with all the secrets of the harem. I said, cer-
tainly. He then said he would give me a book which would answer
that purpose. From what he afterwards said, it must much resemble
awork of Peter Aretine, well known in Europe. He however forgot
his promise: other things intervened, and I never got the book.
The next morning, he sent me a history, and a collection of fables.
He had a library of some hundred volumes, chiefly polemical, and
among others, a most beautiful Koran in Persian and Arabic char-
actcrs., written on vellum The pages that faced each other had the
same sentences ywﬁch language ; the whole was richly ornamented.
He valued it at two hundred and fifty dollars. The rooms below,
that I'saw, werc of a good size, and were filled with many nick-knacks
which he had picked upin his diﬁ'cﬁht voyages. Onmy taking leave,
we had rose water thrown on our handkerchiefs. He conducted me

~ back to the door. There can not be a tronger msmp of the timid-
ity of ﬁns Government, tban m pél‘mmmg such L&m to hvc in @
; xhe town he is in avowed oorrespondence with th&ﬂhenﬂ'e of Abou




MOCHA. 95

however, the Dola may have been making terms for himself. e
was only continued in his office because his successor was sent to
Beit - €l-Tahih, where the Wahabees were making rapid encroach-
ments. He found, however, that he could not resist them, and has
returned to Sanna, saying,  that where there were many outgoings
and few comings in, it was useless to stay.” He may now resume
his appointment to the Government of Mocha.

On the 14th of August, the Banian of the Nayib of Massowah ar-
rived on his own affairs. As he was in perfect safety, it was more
easy to make him speak freely. He spoke of the Nayib as a most
excellent man, but allowed that he was much controlled by his bro-
thers, and those about them, who were very great rascals; and he
confirmed what I had before heard, that, immediately after my de-
parture, they had obliged him to give up to them a great proportion
of the presents I had made him. The poor Banian gave a melan-
choly account of his distress after he quitted the vessel to return to
Massowah. He had no water with him, and could not drink any
which was contaminated by having passed through the hands of
Christians. .

He informed me, that since my departure, the-Aboona of Abys-
sinia had died, and that fifty people had arrived thence, on their
way to Egypt, to fetch another; a circumstance extremely agree-
able to every body at Massowah, as they were respectable people,
and spent a great deal of money. The Nayib receives one hundred
ounces of gold ; but theJanisaries, not existing, cannot. receive forty
ounces, as Mr. Bruce asserts, though they possibly did so, in much
" more ancient times, when the power of the Porte was unbroken.
 The Ascarri, who mayl_b\e considered as their successors, receive
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nothing, as the Banian most solemnly declared. The Nayib also
claims, and receives, all the horses and mules belonging to the mes-
sengers. I was much gratified by finding that the Abyssinians had
desired the Banian to enquire if there were any English vessel at
Mocha that would undertake, for a handsome reward, (o convey
them to Suez, and bring back the Aboona. It shews a flattering
opinion of our national character.

In a conversation at Massowah with my landlord, Abou Yusuff,
the assertion of Mr. Bruce, that no one would be permitted to enter
Abyssinia by that place, had been confirmed. I asked the Banian
his opinion, and was surprised to find that he positively asserted
the contrary, and that, to his knowledge, the Nayib would have
no objection. I enquired if there would be any danger in the
journey. He said not the least ; that he would be answerable that
the Nayib should place any one in the King's presence at Gondar
in perfect safety. I then asked, what the Nayib would take to do so,
finding horses, mules, guards, &c. from Massowah to Gondar? He
said, four hundred dollars; and, on my repeating the questions,
said,she would himselfbe responsible for it,and would, if I pleased,
give it me ungerﬁis hand. I had no reason to doubt his assertions;
yet I could not help suspecting, that the brothers of the Nayib
would attempt to extort presents from any unprotected traveller.

My friend Seid Mahommed Akil got into an unfortunate dis-
pute with Captain Vashon, to whom he had applied to permit two
native vessels, bound for Caxmmore, to sall wnthout delay. He
declarcd they were both his, aud gave a cemﬁcata under his hand
that they were so. They were accordingly permitted to depart,

‘ ﬁe next appheﬂ for 'lmve to szﬁ in his own dow, which was also 4
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complicd‘ with, on his pledging himself that he had no specie on
board except his own. The very morning of his departure several
Banians went to Mr. Pringle, and informed him that all the Surat
merchants agents had sent specie by him, and even brought a list
of the bags with their private marks, and to whom they belonged.
Of this Mr. Pringle sent instant notice to Captain Vashon.

The dow had actually quitted the harbour, but boats were sent
after her, and a shot fired. She took no notice of this, but a second
went right over her, and brought her to. People from the ship
were sent on board her, but the wind and curi'ent rendered it im-
possible to get her along side of the Fox. The Seid went on board
to Captain Vashon, and complained greatly, declaring he had no cash
but his own,(the money was in two bags, the outer one with his name,
the innerwith the true direction). The information received was too
positive for Captain Vashon to mind what hesaid; the dow was there-
fore ordered along side with him on board her. By the negligence
of the warrant officer on board her, the dow got among the others
in the harbour, and the Seid escaped to the shore. He immediately
applied to the Dola for assistance to protect the vessel, and com-
plained heavily of the British Captain’s conduct. The Council met,
and sent to request Mr. Pringle would come to them, Which he did.
The Seid stood out, that he had no money but his own; and Mr.
Pringle declared he would prove the contrary. He produced the
list, and the tables were completely turned. The Dola said the
moncy must be ralandod as it had not paid him the half per cent.
‘duty on the export. Mr. Pringle said he had no idea that Captain
'Vanhqn would permit ‘thxs.. The Dola remonstrated, and said she

th pmt;,.,whwvtgu was an insult to the Imaum.
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This Mr. Pringle denied. The Dola said, the whole sea from Perim
to Camaran belonged to the Imaum. This Mr. Pringle ridiculed in the
strongest terms, and warned him, that he had better take carewhat he
was about, as it might lead to hostilities between the two countries.

A circumstance, which I had omitted to mention in its proper
place, led however to a different determination. The Fox, a few
days before, had been driven on shore in consequence of her
anchor coming home, but fortunately the ground was soft. It
lulled immediately afterwards, and the tide was rising; she
therefore escaped with the loss of her rudder only, and was in safc
anchorage by night. The rudder was found the next day with only
the iron work damaged. A forge was erected on shore to repair
this, and it was in part completed when the dispute took place.
An officer and some Europeans were on shore to superintend it.
Captain Vashon fully perceived, the moment the dow got close to the
shore, that he could not without open hostilities secure her remo-
val. From the unprotected state of the Europeans on shore, and the
incapacity of his ship to go to sea, he was induced to abandon her,
and- accordingly withdrew all his men by signal. As soon as the
Dola learnt this,he became extremely valiant, and ordered twenty

soldiers and 4n officer on board the dow, These received two dollars
‘each from:the Seid, and the officer ten. On enquiring what he was
to do if the English soldiers resisted, (they very well knew that all
‘had been withdrawn two hours before this time) he was told gravely,
'be was bo fire on them, and use thc power put mto his jlumcls.
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were found. Captain Vashon had mentioned to Mr. Pringle the
certificate respecting the Cananore ships belonging to the Seid, and
was assured it was a gross falsity, accordingly he gave the paper
to Mr. Pringle to show the Council, thereby to prove what a rascal
the Seid was. On its being produced, his confusion was very great,
and he attempted to deny his hand writing, his signature being in
English characters ; Mr. Pringle, however, proved it, by producing
a great many other papers signed by him in the same manner, with
his signature in Arabic underneath. He was now completely con-
victed, and received a severe reprimand from the Bas Kateb and
Kadi, the other two Members in Council. Since this transaction the
Seid declares he will not go to Bombay, and has been proposing to
the Americans to take him to the Isle of France. I presume he
is now so angry with the English, that he wishes to get assistance
against them from that place. The Americans having asked him
one thousand rupees for his passage, which he would not pay, I
afterwards heard that he determined upon sailing in his own dow
for Muscat.

When the Fox was aground, application was made to the fmaum’s
minister for their boats, which was positively refused ; and we were
subsequently informed that he expressed his hopes\she would not
get off, as then he should obtain her guns and powder’. This expec-
tation was in consequence of a claim made here, that all wrecks
belong to the Imaum. The Forté frigate was,on a similar occasion,
given to the Sbenﬂ’q of Mecca by Admiral Blanket: this they con-

sider asa prccedent. In t.hm, however, he would have been mistaken.
“"tﬁher*mld not haw gone to pieces; and a battery with two hun-
| luen wonld hm mmmanded the town, and secured a safe




depot for her stores. She was feady for sea before the 24th, the day
fixed by the merchants for the departure of their vessels; nor did
'she make any more water in the twenty-four hours, than before
the accident.

On the 23d I went on board, with my servants, and was received
by Captain Vashon with the usual salute. For several days past [
had been extremely indisposed, which I believe was chiefly owing
to drinking some French claret brought by the last American. - The
heat of the weather too had been very oppressive, and I was re-
joiced to try a change of air. Mr. Pringle dined with us, and took
his leave.

We did not sail till the 25th. We passed the Straits that night,
and were the next day overtaken by a severe squall. Not one ship
had put herself under oanvoy, or received a single order. How-
~ever, the slup, the bﬂg, and the two dows laden with coffee for Mr.

~ Fox‘bes sailed at the same time, and Captain Vashon determined to
: see them safe, at least, beyond Cape Aden, where alone it was pro-
bahle a French vessel might lie to intercept them. This had been
the case once during the last war, when there was no convoy, by
whmh thc native erchmtsgloat nme lac of dollars. ‘Had it not
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September 4. —For these three last days we had been at the
mercy of the currents, which run strongly to tlag S. W. nearly fifty
miles a day; we have therefore been losing ground. A westerly
wind sprung up, and we were in hopes of a change in the current,
if once we could get out of the Straits.
September 5.—We now got a current to the N. E. and with light
~ airs got on tolerably well, though not as we had a right to expect.
“—~September 6.—A good S. W. monsoon, and N. E. current.
September 11.—This day the current continued eastward, run-
ning about a knot an hour, with a fine monsoon. On the 10th, for
the first time, we had rain. '
September 13.—It was so fresh a monsoon that Captain Vashon
did not think it safe to venture into Surat roads, which are totally
unprotected; we therefore directed our course for Bombay. By
three o'clock on the 12th Malabar Point was in sight, but we were
not close in with it until this evening, when an officer came on
board us from a Company’s cruizer, anchored at the mouth of
the harbour, and immediately took us in. It was dusk, but the
scenery was still sufficiently visible to be admired. The islands that
separate it into several parts are covered with wood to the top;
beyond them the main land rises into a chain of mdyntains of the
- wildest and most picturesque forms imaginable, to whidh the Island

~of Bombay, covered with cocoa-nut trees, forms a contrast by its flat
ﬁgure It was dark when we came to an anchor: no King’s ship
i hem. I:mmdiately sent a note on shore to Mr. Salt, to re-
: ’ha would ndufy my amval m Mr Duncan. aud would

4 j,v._




Residence at Bombay.—Departure for Poonah.—Harbour of Bombay.—Panwell.—
Campaly.-~Tillegam.—Reception by a deputation from his Highness the Paishwa.
—Arrival at the British Residency near Poonah.—Account of the Dusserah.—Visit
to the Paishwa—uvisit returned.— Dreadful famine.—Dinner at the Paishwa’s country
house.—Dinner given by the Dewan of the Empmr—Pmlhwal chumhp—Pobu-‘
cal observations on the Mahrath Empn'e. ‘




CHAPTER III.

EPTEMBER 14.—Before seven in the morning Mr. Salt came on
board; @ecompanied by Major Green, the Town Major of Bombay,
bearing the Governor’s invitation to me to reside at his house dur-
ing my stay. I left the Fox soon afterwards under the usual salute,
and on landing received a similar compliment from the fort. Mr.
Duncan’s palanquin conveyed me to the Government-house, where
I was met by himself, and most kindly éongratulated on my arrival.
After breakfast he expressed his extreme regret at the misconduct
of Captain Keys, who, he informed me, had been under an arrest
since his arrival. He also kindly assured me that, whatever were
my future ﬁlans, I should have his best assistance, and that, if I
should determine to go to Suezor Bussorah, he trusted he could
find me a better vessel than the Antelope, and a better commander
than Captain Keys. |

The kindness that I invariably experienced from M

Duncan,
and the stock of information of which I found him possessejl, made

,Wy pmm iottk no ume in
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- dispatched to Massowah, to continue the survey from that island
 to Cosseir. I at the same time stated to his Excellency my inten-
tion of returning to Europe by the Persian Gulf, and requested he
would have the goodness to send me letters of recommendation
to the Pacha of Bagdad. I expected that this Chief would afford
me every assistance in crossing the Desert, as he was anxiously P
- looking for assistance from India to resist the incursions of t’l)/
- Wahabees, and had actually an Embassador in Bengal, 46 had
- been received with every attention, had had all his expenses paid,
and the crazy vessel in which he had arrived, repaired at the
public expense. I therefore preferred throwing myself on his pro-

-

tection, to again braving the adverse winds of the Red Sea. As the
- answer could not be received from Calcutta in less than six weeks,
- I thought the interval would be very satisfactorily filled up, by
~ paying a visit;;m,l’qonah; I therefore wrote to Colonel Close, the
~ British Resident with the Paishwa, to inquire whether he conceived

itiwa ld state Lo hxs Hnghnees my vmh to pay my respects to him.
"ﬂ‘ *!mas obligingly favoured with an immediate answer, expressing the
umfactmn 1t would give lnm to receive me at the &cﬂdcncy, and
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the pupil ofthe human eye. The palace is a tolerably handsome

attendants %ood round without the pillars, except a few with silver
sticks. Holkar did not much injure the palace, but he carried away
every thing moveable ; a small armoury and the elephant-houdahs
did not escape. The town is indifferent ; several houses are large,
and built with square blocks of granite, to about fourteen feet from
the ground; the upper part is a frame work of timber, with slight
walls merely to keep out the wet and air. The lime, bricks, and tiles
are so bad in this country, that the rain washes away any building
that does not depend on timber for support. A great plenty of
this useful article is brought from the gauts and the westward; it
is not much dearer than at Madras. Holcar’s stay did not improve
the town. He pulled down several large houses in search of treasure,
and they say found a great deal. We forded the river both going
and returning; the foundations of a granite bridge rise above the
water; but they were laid in misfortune, and superstition will not
therefore permit their superstructure to be completed. A bridge
of boats had been laid across by General Wellesley, but it has not
been kept up.

The spectacle of dead bodies on the banks of the river, in every
state of putrefaction, was truly distressing. During the famine,
mair'i'y'!'wéfé niu’rd‘cred for the rice they had just received from
British chamy, which, I am proud to say, extended to this place,
whilber a V‘ery handsome subscription, amounting to 40,000
n‘}];gés was sent, which’ had been collected at Bombav under the

VoL. II. R
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patronage of Lady Mackintosh. Colonel Close had the distribution. ‘

ofit : he had previously fed fifteen hundred people daily with bgjied
rice; but the sight of the food rendered them nearly frantic ¥ con-
fusion ensued, and numbers lost their share, particularly e more
helpless. The Colonel therefore determined that this

should be distributed in money, each person to recei¥e sufficient to

ntribution

purchase one good meal in the four and twenty hours. Eight pice
were adequate to this; children had a smaller sum,who, with the wo-
men, had the preference. About five thousand daily were relieved,
and it sustained them till the new crops were gathered in, so that their
lives were actually saved to society. The money operated less on
their feelings, than the food : the confusion was consequently less.
It was regularly the business of an officer, with a guard of sepoys,
to superintend the distribution. The sending up of rice from the
coast was considered as ineligible, from the expense of conveyance.
Indian wheat and juwarry had already been got in; rice was ex-
pected to be so in about a fortnight. The officer commanding the
garrison was particularly careful in protecting the fields around the
town ; the English name is therefore very popular among the lower
orders. The guard of one hundred seapoys was not more than suf-
ficient for these purposes. Several Brahmins, who were no objects
of charity, mixed with the beggars, and tried to obtain a share:
- when detected, they were instantly punished with four dozen
~lashes, in defiance of the holiness of their character; nor has this
been since. objected to. His Highness feeds a great number of his
own cast, but his charity has not extended further. ;

It is impossible to teach a natiye Prince the duty of pmtectmg
 his subjects. During the scarcity, the number of lives saved W&he
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Residency were many, not only by food, but attendance and wine,
hen necessary. The poor wretches, during the rains, perished by
hukdreds, even in sight of the house. General relief was impossible.

would they have sold their children, but they would have
been grXeful to any one who would have accepted them. Now
the evil is dver. Leasing is allowed in India, which at this moment
feeds many. Any person may earn sufficient to maintain him by
going to the fields and working, or even bringing in a bundle of
grass. The camp sustains many hands. In no country are the means
of life procurable with greater facility than in the Mahratta states;
it is a garden, which would produce crop after crop as fast as they
could be sown. Tanks might every where be formed, so as to render
a supply of water certain at all seasons. The wretched objects were
not numerous as I passed through the town.

I had intended, on the 16th, to receive the Vakeels of the native
powers, who might be at Poonah ; but the Vakeel of Scindiah being
on the eve of his departure, obtained %ermission to pay his com-
pliments this day. His name is Juswunt Rao Goreporah ; his family
is very respectable; one of his relations, Morari Row, held «Gooty
from the Poonah Government, and was one of its Gcner* he is
mentioned by Orme. From the respectability of the faniily, the
British, on the conquest of Mysore, gave to them the little district
of Sondoor, a beautiful valley, situated between Chittledroog and
Neydroog, and completely surrounded by the British territory.
Juswunt Rao Gorepogah himself is high in Scindiah’s confidence,
and was the Vakeel appointed by him to negotiate the late treaty
of peace with General Wellcsle.y. His other Vakeel, Naroo Hurry,

~ also waited on me : ‘the former alone spoke. The conversation was




merely compl:mentary, but t’hey éx”'
arrival of General we]lesley‘ Whuae,

General Wellesley has a great mgard for Juswunt Rao Gor, orah,
and considers him as a steady friend to the English.
October 16.—The other Vakeels paid me a visit in t
and received the usual compliment of pawn and attar. Among
them was the Vakeel of Imrut Rao, the adopted brother of the
Paishwa. Ragonaut Rao had no hopes of children at the time he
adopted him ; but afterwards, the present Paishwa and his brother
were born. The disappointment of Imrut Rao’s hopes has prevented
his being on good terms with his Highness ; they are now, however,
apparently reconciled, thmugh the mediation of Colonel Close.
Imrut Rao is on his way to Benares, to perform his ablutions there.
Hé ,'s. Ehe ﬁm of his family that ever did so, and he is, I learn,

hlglﬂy gr;mﬁed by the cnrcumsiancc.
.ggobcr 19.—Yesterd ay phew of Golonel Clmc arrived fmm

morning,
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hiefly worshipped. The pagoda bpyond is dedicated to his wife,
ttee, who, with her son Gunnaxs, shaxe in the adoration. This
pagoNa has a pretty éffect, as it crowns the top of a sugar-loaf hill,

and beMNgd it is the flat mountain on which is situated the fort of
Saoghur. \dolcar never took this place, nor could his offers tempt
the fidelity o the Killadar. It seems strong, but does not cover the
whole surface of the hill, so that on one side it is accessible. On
the whole, I think Poonah well situated, and when it has a little en-
anquillity, it will be a handsome capital. '

joyed the blessings ofitrar

His Highness having fixed on this day to return my visit, Co-
lonel Close had a very large tent { hed in front of the house; two
others were joined to it without their sides, so as to form one large
apartment: the guddy was sent forward, and placed in the centre,
as at his own Durbar. On his coming in sight, Colonel Close

mounted an elephant, and advanced to meet him. At the door of
the tent I waited his approach. He came close up, but did not dis-

mount till ¢ Dewan of the state, the Sub-dewan, and the Dewan
for British aﬁ'alrs had paxd their compliments, and had presented
to me the different Sxtdars and Maunkarries who attended him.
They made their salaqns, and passed by into the tent. His Highness
then descended from his ele hant, with his brother, who rode
behind him. I made my compllments, and leaving a space on my
nght hand for him to walk in, moved into the tent. We all seated
asat the -Dl;gbar A few comphmcnts passed, while the
‘ and dancmg As his Highness was con-

use, the pawn and attar were p]accd on
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to attire him, and his bmt,hzersww;
were brought forward, 9q¢lm,d )
the musnud, began with his hmthd ~ Th :
in his head dress, comnstmg ofa serpm;h " Jngger, and {
I then put the mala ] mund his ncck i person stood |
fastend the strings. iy 1 one through
Wlth hls Hughness; but m_,addum, he lgad qul&ts of diamonds.
A telescope and bon-bon box, ornamented beautiful picture
of the goddess Gunja, were also given to his s. His brother
had a bon-bon box, with Indra pamted on it. The figures were ap-
propriate to their character. I-..nghness is much attached to the
ladxcs. His brother is grave and ceremomous. I then gave.whpm

did to me, that the attar was pournd

yehind who

pawn and attar, as 4he'
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orse and elephant were at the gate, as presents to his Highness.

se are always given on state occasions, but without being ha-

ceived preyents according to their rank ; the jewels were tied by
Colonel Clo
ffom my hands, and departed. The nautch-girls had sung some

's Pervee. They then received pawn and attar

very interesting Mahratta, or, as they called them, Deckany songs,
which we now made them ref)eat, as a relaxation from the fatigue of a
state visit. I afterwards learned that on this day there was a great
religious festival, at which his Highness ought to have assisted,
and that he was fined several hundred rupees for his absence.
This provided a ‘handsome feast for the Brahmins. Parbuttee
pagoda was illuminated all over at night. |
The presents were provided by the India Company. His
Highness's were worth about twelve thousand rupees. The others
altogether nearly eight. - ‘
October 20. — At a little after four we set off with the usual
suwarry to pay a visit to the Paishwa at his country-house, the
Hora Baug. The road for a considerable distance was covered by
his Highness's suwarry, chiefly hdrsemen, so that it was rather
difficult to get to the gate; fortunatelylhad a party of sepoys from
the lines, who Jonicd on the opposite bank of the river, and made
way for me, It 15 prettlly sntuated on the bank of a very large tank,
perfect}_y E rqgula.r n ‘;.tq shapc. In the centre of it is a small
mhndgwnh apagoda. The oopposite bank rises gra&ﬂally into a sugar
Tloaf hill, ‘thé’summit of w‘lﬁbli‘fs capped by the white buildings of
* the pagoda dedicated tg Parb

ut el The house itself is insignificant,
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“and has never been finished. Thd*gdrdeﬁ’itﬁhe,.mdnis ornament
with several noble mango trees; and a great number of
trees, which I had seen no where ¢lse above the Gauts, a
several people told me would not grow there. The

dy was
placed in a verandah, opening to a bason of water, wi
and covered by a trellis of vines. We had the pleasur€ to announce
to his Highness the surrender of Chandore to the united army"of
the British and the Paishwa, under Colonel Wallace, who was

fountains,

rapidly conquering the hill forts of Holcar, that extend towards
Guzerat, in hopes of preventing his making an incursion into that
fertile province, or into the territories of the Paishwa, to maintain
“his predatory bands. His Highness was in great spirits, and ob-
served, that his father always wished for the friendship of the
“English, but that it remained for him first to reap the blessings of
““it.  He had said in a former conversation, that he would mention
* another circumstance on a future occasion ; it turned out to be a
“request, that 1 would procure him an-Arab mare. The Colonel of
""course assured him that I would try my best ; but unfortunately I
’r"mw it was impossible, as the Arabs never will part with their
“ mares. The ceremony of uiy Wwoﬂ was the same as the former,
“and I was seated mammﬂm b i
717 "We soon had notice to mup stairs: the Paishwa passing
#hrough aback door, while w ‘mounted, by a narrow stair case; o a
Aplatform with two Vchndahtim at cach end. I the farther a
tiswhite' cloth was spread, on ‘whi ves |
»«”NW wméwgmh gentlemen |
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when it would have been d:ﬂimlt, ‘nay “dlmost impossible, to
prove that he had not cOnmved at it The Paishwa immediately
gave them up, but put ina plea, that as we wished to imprison our
Enemies, we should not wish to liberate his; and this seems to have
been his only motive for not sending them immediately to the
Resident. } understand, they were much surprised to find his
Highness so attached to the English. Bonaparte had probably cal-
culated on a very different reception. They were intelligent men,
who'éeféainly had before been in the country, and their escape
ﬁii'g}llt; in many ways, have been disadvantageous.

" The Paishwa is extremely exact in the performance of all the duties
of his religion. This is supposed to be increased by some anxiety
about the present state of his father’s soul. Suspicions respecting the
death of Sewai Mahdoo Rao Narain, who died by a fall from the terrace
of the palace, were entertained by many. Some thought Ragonaut
Rao had been instrumental to his fall, but Colonel Close believes him
to have been innocent. He conceives that the Paishwa threw himself
down i in afit of spleen, in consequence of a severe lecture he received
from Nana, who treated him as a child. This happened when the
Dewan discovered, that he had been carrying on a correspondende
mth thq present Pa:slfwa and his brother; the object of which was
to W}berate themselves fmm t‘he severe tutorage of the old gentlemaﬁ
e ?vere al}l ymmg mén“-ahdwhat they did was very natural, but

ved ’fa&al The death of Narain Rao beirs itﬂi heh'vmr

i by Sy ;' i
W

i tbthg&‘im% illed in a i

»“: ' > %&Eﬁ‘oﬁildﬂhe cnméyy
J?-,ﬂ_, aiu &q&um“ .
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 wives was with cmwmmmmwwmmm i uriied
out to be so; MtWiMrm boy's death, Ragonaut Rao had
the power of suwfatm ﬁfthc in his hands, yet for the want of a

\ever actually Paishwa. His son Chimnagee is
reckoned as thc ﬂxﬂ!, and t.ht present as the seventh, as will ap-
pear from the pedigm of t.heufamdy, which will be given in the
'%pend:x. His Hgglmelss filial picty in endeavouring to liberate

£ hﬂ father’s soul from the stain of these crimes, by his own works

7 "t\?bl' supcrcmgatm, is worthy of praise, however we may pity the
ignorance that gives rise to an expectation of success.
~The satisfaction expressed by his Highness at the result of his
alliance with the British, and which every part of his conduct has
‘shown to be unfcigned, wdhbe ,e;nly accounted for by an examina-
tion of his mm& yvior to its taking place, and a comparison of
% mth his present ameliorated condition. Althou@ the Paishwa
p recognised as the rtprwemme of the. m«mg«, by the great
 feudatories of the Mahratta states, Scindiah, Holcar, and Guikwar,
md'by the Rl}dhof Berar, yet th 1 \“‘l whwh Wmaxem
over prmces,who cach indepenc ' «
equal to hu own, must at
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The Paishwa took this occasion to escape, though he was so hur-
ried as to be obliged to leave his family behind him. Thus driven
from his rights and territories by the successive attacks of these
feudatory chiefs, it was natural that he should seek for assistance
against them, where alone it could be procured. He accepted there-
fore the offer of offensive and defensive alliance made to him by the
British government in India, and ultimately concluded with them the
treaty of Bassein on the 31st of December 1802. The most active
preparations were immediately commenced for the re-estallishment
of his Highness in his just rights. Major General Wellesley pro-
ceeded at the head of an army from the southward, and obliged the
troops of Holear to evacuate Poonah, having saved that place from
being plundered by a rapid march of sixty miles in thirty two
hours. His Highness made his public entry into his capital on the
13th of May 1808; since which period he has, by the assistance of
his allies, gradually got possession of his territories, the prosperity
of which has been greatly increased by the uninterrupted state of
tranquillity which has followed the successes of the British arms.

~In another respect. hu nghness has been essentially bengfited
by his connection mth M British Government ; I mean in the im-
provement of hxs&nm by the arrangements which have been

adopt.edaccordmg to the {ﬂmmmmnded by Colonel Close. For-

2 evqry Shwmm with unpumty, whatever part of the
T H\M,M‘mmmy of the provinees no part &&fouud
e € oth thw Ay .,Timmmmhecase in Bun-




his Highncss receives mm éngw;%e latter was originally
ceded to the British, and, though given up on receiving Bundelcund,
the system of collection had been so far improved, that his Highness
now obtains from it about tmm lac. The proyinces nearer to
thﬁwdwmom were of course more productive; but even
Mwm liable to all the peculations which naturally existed under
wgk government, and were too frequently d&v\,utated by the hos-

‘ ) > of the contending chieftains, or- by ‘the more amicable,

bm not much less dreadful, annual usﬂnbllger of undisciplined
* cavalry at the Dusserah. These evils amgﬂmm to by the Bri-
tish victories; and it seems probablc that theterrm 'ﬂsove the

Mvhohmmd Abb pauu hctwaen the twomuntms The
pnmmc'of a suhndmyﬁuw uudy toenfomw‘ionoq has also
medmmmgthepaymemwbereguhﬂym
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Were the above revenue realmed, it would be morp ‘than suffi-
cient for the mamtcnance “of the Paxshwa, as Chief of the Mabhratta
empire ; but this is far from being the case, tbough tti,u:mpombh
to know exactly what portion of it reaches hmtrzasury The actual
expense of collection is very great; the hill forts are numerous, and
the garrisoms large, which must be regularly paid ; .provisions" are
sent in kind for the use of his family ; and, what is a still greater.
expense, he is obhgﬁd to connive at many abuses to conciliate the
chief natives who! m about his person. Yet there i is no doubt that
he receives dcubln m:mm he ever did before; and it is probable,
that by fellomng thpmesuom of the able and upright officer who
manages the British affairs at his court, he will shortly be in afflu-
ence, and have a full treasury, to which he may recur in cases of |
emergency. At present, should only a lac or two of rupees be want-
ing, he must‘linhow~it, or procure it by harsher means. This is
entirely owing to mismanagement, for were the above provinces
under the British Government, they would yield twice the sum
at which they are mdmatod lmhmt any addxuonal burthen to the
inhabitants. el

Nothing can have b mom pmdent and conciliatory, than the
conduct of the Bmmﬁ ﬂqmb ﬂm connection between the two powers.
“No object has been pressed hastily or warmly, and every oppor-
,tumt "has been séu:ed m,;obhge hxs Hnghness. By thc treaty of




“* |

it was ammedxately u;duhged wubMHUmm Abr a district of
‘equal value in Bunddlmnd; although Olpar was. particularly desi-
rable or account of 4m*mcimty to Surat. 1t would be an object of
the greatest nmportanm to the British Government to obtain a ces-
sion of the mctef land below the Gauts from Damaun to Carwar,
it would oom'piue 1he seclmty of the sea coast from.the Gulf of
: -meay to the Indus; but unfortunately the greater part of this was
! a grant of the MOgul to Bajee Rao, the first Pauhwa, as a jaghire,
nad being, theréfore considered by them as a private property of
the family, they are extremely unwilling to alienate it. This reason
‘was candidly admitted, and the subject dropt. Any alarm which
might have been excited in the Paishwa'’s mind, (a mind timid from
adeficient education, havxqg b‘een.hmght, up byaﬂnhmam in com-
plete seclusion, where h W‘ tﬁught nothmg but their religious
- ceremonies, of whxch he i is a perfect master,) by the idea that the
British wished to grasp at cvcry thing, and melyfm employ him
as an instrument of their nmbnmn. has been done away by the free
gift of the strong fort of Ahmcdwggur and the district around it,
Mhlch was conquered by Mqﬁraﬂemral Wcl}esicy, nandam whwh
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event that mlght& iever have tukwuphee, hw the service been
entrusted to a less able officer. Rapidity of movement was in this,
as in every other Indian war, of the first importance, and to render
this practicable,a regular supply of provisions was absolutely neces-
sary. Of this branch of the military art General Wellesley has

shown himself a perfect master; and has added to it a decision in
council, and a spirit in action, which have rarely appeared in India.
The provinces which his arms have conquered, have been concili-
ated by the protection he has invariably afforded them from all
military oppression; and a permnal confidence has been excited
by the suavity of his manners, and an invariable attention to their
religious .pre_yudlces. Uniform success attendqd him in the Mahratta /E
war; but since the disturbances excited by Holcar he has not com- C 4
manded, and events have been less prosperous. It is natural there- * ~
fore that the Paishwa should wish anxiously for his return, with a
firm conviction that the tide of victory will again attend him. In
this respect his Highness’s expectations will, I think, be gratified.
~ Holcar, who is an active and able man, had very wisely em-
ployed the time, whilc his rival Scindiah was engaged in a dgstruc-
tive war, to occupy : all the estates of his family, to replenish his
coffers, and recmx& hmﬁm;es Had he been satisfied with this, he
might have tranqmllyt retained the possession, although an illegiti-
nate son of the late Holcar, and consequently not the representative
 of the iatmly, but, atswad of this; he m&ddxhbmaut unreasonable
' deqlmdn of pmperty “ Delhi, whhhzgcmaﬁdr;had been held
_prior  bei 'M commemed






