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The pier' does not e tend far enough out, for the boats to reach it at 

low water: this i extremely inconvenient. The Sultaun procured 

us excellent bullocK ; be was himself the sole dealer in these 

articles. He was extremely civil, sent Captain Vashon and me a 

present of a cow, two sheep, 'and seven goat, and invited us on 

shore, saying, he had horses, &:c. at our service. The limes are 

excellent, and in profusion. Fire wood is to be obtained. The climate 

is healthy, and I suspect we were particulady unfortunate in ~avjng 

it so unpleasant. Our tents were blown down and torn to pieces. 

July 27.-Yesterday the wind was so violent that no. bo.at put 

off after the early part o.f the mo.rning. One that went on sho.re 

was nearly swamped in returning. My servant went o.ut on an ass, 

. and procured me ano.ther plant of the balsam of Mecca, and some 

seeds. At seven in the evening it suddenly f~ll calm, and a light 

sea breeze sprung up.> Last night it began to. blow at half past one; 

but, fo.rtuna,tely, this morning it became moderate, which enabled 

us to get off our tents, bullo.cks, fruit, and water. Toward evening 

it again blew so fresh that we left our anchor behind us when we 

weigped for sea. 

July 28.-A ~ lp was in sight early, bearing from the Straits: 

we gave chase, and neared her considerably, till it fell calm. We 

suspected. her to be a French privateer, and cleared for a~tio.n. She 

hoisted American co.lours, but immediately took them down again. 

At night she was o.ut of sight. . 

August 2;-The vessel we chased steere~ in so strange a way, 

that e did no.t wish to leave her and, co.nsequently were consi

derably delayed. On the 29th she was visible in the morning, but 

astern. On our firing a gun to leeward and hoisting our co.)ours, she 
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took no notice, but continued her way. The winds were extremely 

light from the south, with frequent calms. The moment we passed 

the straits, the change in the atmosphere was most singular: the 

heat became so great that the cabin was insupportable:. and the 

prickly heat came out in one night with more violence than I ever 

before experienced. The chase for these two last days has been 

ahead, and this mornjng we perceived she had run to the N. of 

Mocha roads. We got into an excellent birth off the north fort at 

six this evening. The heat had been so oppressive that I deter

mined to go on shore, though tl~e gates were hu t, and therefore 

landing at the pier was out of the question. We got as near the 

beach as possible, to the south of the town. The water is so shalJow 

that the men were obliged to carry me a considerable distance. We 

got in at a little wicket, which is kept open till eleve.m. Mr. Pring1e 

had given over expecting me, but myoId comfortable quarters had 

been prepared for my reception. The night was a little pleasanter 

than the last. 

August 3 . ..;...At length the ship came into harbour, and proved to 

be an American, last from the Isle of France. 
• 

I found that, on OUf comi~)g in sight, all the .Ys that had run 

away from the Antelope had been ent up to Moosa, Ie t we should 

persuade them to desert back a ain. They were in a wret~hed tate, 

and sorely repented the steps they had t~ken. They had not the in

dulgences of other Mussulmauns, but were considered a a kind of 

slaves, and obJiged to do as they were ordered for their four dollars 
• • 

a month, a pittance scarcely sufficient to keep them alive; yet were 

the Dola who converted them to be recalled, even this would be 

diminished. I received the following reply to my application to 

VOL. 11. N 

• 



MOCHA. 

the Imaum; " That old customs could not be altered; that no man 

had ever beep given up who had applied to the Dola; that he knew 

the En lish were very powerful, and wished to do every where just 

a they pleased; but that, with the blessing uf God, nothing would 

happen." 

By the American that came la t, a Jetter was received from a 

Banian, who went down to the Isle of France, to obtain the repay

ment of the monex he had advanced for several years as rent of 

the Fr nch fact ry. He took with him two Arabs, and I trongly 

Btl pect that they were sent to make application to the French 

vernment there, for assistance against the English. The above 

peech of the Imaum seems to confirm it. 

I learned that several applicationo were made at the American' 

hip for the letter, and that they expressed the greatest alarm le t 

Devagee should get hold f it. The letter of course could not be 

procured by us, but the contents were publi hed in part; highly 

extolling the French power, and tating that they had taken 

sixteen sail of our China fleet, and brought them into the I Ie of 

Franqe. This could only have been said to encourage his employers. 

The report was .~adicted by all the Americans, to the great dis

pleasure of the Dola. 

Anothe.r circumstance confirmed my suspicions respecting the 

application to the Isle of France. The Americans have been 

supposed by the Arabs to be friends of the French, and have been 

frequently spoken to as such, asking them if they were ~ot so, and 
• 

assuring them that the Arabs all were, and wished to see the French 

back again. 

Some very fine specimens of the shells of this shore were pro-
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cured by Abdullah, a ervant of Mr. Pringle, and t;vo boys that 

went out with him. I employed myself in sorting and packing my 

shel1s, and other curiosities, for Europe. Botanising was out of the 

question, from the intense heat of the climate: rarely is the ther· 

mometer under 900 day or night, and generally it was 92° or 94°. 

The wind was frequeutly southerly, more especially towards the 

middle of August, when the sun became vertical; at other time 

it was a calm for hours together. 

Mr. Pringle requested me to visit a Seid called Sidi Mahomed 

Akil, a man of very considerable property, who had the best house 

i'n Mocha. He was a Wahabee, and much hated by the Dola. 

Though occasionally there, he was a native of Morabat, where his 

wives lived: he had also houses at Jidda, Muscat, and somewhere 

on the Malabar coast. He had married a relation of the Imaum, but 

not liking her, sent her back the next mornincr , with her dowry. As 

I wished much to see an Arab house, I complied with Mr. Pringle's 

request to visit the Seid. The house was lighted up; and as he had 

notice of my visit, every thing was in the best possible order. He 

met me at the door, and hurried me from one flight ofnarro,!, step 

to another, till at length we reached two very leasant wooden 

rooms on the summit of the house, the side of which were com

posed of venetian blinds: they were carpeted, and h",d English 

elbow chairs covered with cushions. 

We were served with sherbet spiced with nutmeg , and after

wards w'th coffee, scented with cloves. We abused the Dola most . . 
cordially; and as the Seirl hadjust c me from Jidda, we afterwards 

fell on the Sherife. He seemed to think, that however th Sheriffe 

might resist for a time, nothing but a strong external assi tance 
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could prevent his being ultimately tarved into a surrender. The 

force of the Turk wa estimated at about 1000; these are uperior 

to any Arabs, and would b quite sufficient to defend him from the 

Wahabees. The Seid mentioned that he wa going to Bombay, and 

hoped I would there assist him in obtainin ome favour he wished 

from Government. I told him I had no such p wer; but as I hould 

be at Mr. Duncan' , I would willingly obtain him an opportunity of 

making his own application. 

The conversation became more free than I xpected from an 

Arab. H laughed about the women, and a ked me if I wished to 

become acquainted with all the secrets of the harem. I said, cer

tainly. He then said he would give me a book which would answer 

that purpose. From what he afterwards said, it must much resemble 

a work of Peter Aretine, well known in Europe. He however forgot 

his promi e: other things intervened, and I never got the book. 

The next m rning, h sent me a history, and a collection of fables. 

He had a library of some hundred volumes, chiefly pol mical, and 

among others, a most beautiful Koran in Persian and Arabic char

acters., written on vellum. The pages that faced each other had the , 
same sentences Jp6ch Ian uage; the whole was richly ornamented. 

He valued it at two hundreu and fifty dollars. The room below, 

that I saw,.were ora good size, and were filled with many nick-knacks 

which he had picked up in his different voyages. On my taking leave, 

we had rose water thrown on our handkerchiefs. He conducted me 

back to the ~oor. There can not be a tronger instance of the timid-
< 

ity of this Government, than its permitting such a man to live in 

the town; he is in avowed correspondence with the Sheriffe of Abou 

Arish, and, through him, with the Wahabee Chief J undo Possibly, 
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however, the Dola may have been making t~rms for himself. He 

was only continued in his office because hi successor was sent to 

Beit - el-Tahih, where the Wahabees were making rapid encroach

ments. He found , however, that he could not resist them, and has 

returned to Sanna, sayin~, " that where there were many outgoings 

and few comings in, it was useless to stay." He may now resume 

his appointment to the Government of Mocha. 

On the 14th of August, the Banian of the Nayib of Massowah ar

rived on his own affairs. As he was in perfect safety, it was more 

easy to make him speak freely. He spoke of the Nayib as a most 

excellent man, but allowed that hewas much controlled by his bro

thers, and those about them, who were very great rascals; and he 

confirmed what I had before heard, that, immediately after my de

parture, they had obliged him to give up to them a great proportion 

of the presents 1 had made him. The poor Banian gave a melan

choly account of his distress after he quitted the vessel to return to 

Massowah. He had no water with him, and could not drink any 

which was contaminated by having passed through the hand of 

Christians. 
• 

He informed me, that since my departure, the;; boona of ~bys

sinia had died, and that fifty people had arrived thence, on their 

way to Egypt, to fetch another; a circumstance extre~ely agree. 

able to every body at Massowah, a they were respectable people, 

and spent a great deal of money. The Nayib receive one hundred 

ounces of gold; but the Janisaries, not existing, cannot receive forty 

ounces, as Mr. Bruce "asserts, though they possibly did so, in much 

more ancient times) when the power of the Porte wa unbroken. 

The Ascarri, who may be considered as their uccessors, receive 
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nothin , as the Banian most oIemnly declared. The Nayib al 0 

claims, and receiv s, all the hor e and mules belonging to the mes. 

sen erst I was much gratified by finding that the Aby sinian had 

desired the Banian to enquire if there were any English vessel at 

Mocha that would undertake, ' for a handsome reward, to convey 

them to Suez, and bring back the Aboona. It shews a flatterin 

opini n of our national character. 

In a conversation at Massowah with my landlord, Abou Yu uH: 

the assertion of Mr. Bruce) hat no one would be permitted to enter 

Abyssinia by that place, had been confirmed. I asked the Banian 

his opinion. and wa surprised to find that he positively asserted 

the contrary, and that, to hi knowledge, the Nayib would hav 

no objection. I enquired if there would be any danger in the 

journey. He aid not the lea, t; that he would be answerable that 

the Nayib should place anyone in the King's presence at GondaI' 

in perfect afety. I then asked, what the Nayib would take to do 0, 

finding horses, mules, guards, Sec. from Mas owah to Gondar ? He 

said, four hundred dollars; and, on my r peating the questions, 

said"he would himselfbe responsible for it, and would, if I pleased, 

give it me un~i hand. I llad no reason to doubt his assertions; 

yet I could not help suspecting, that the brothers of the Nayib 

would attempt to extort present from any unprotected traveller. 

My friend Seid Mahommed Akil got into an unfortunate dis

pute with Captain Vashon, to whom he had applied to permit two 

native vessels, bound for Cannanore, to sail without delay. He . 
declared they were both his, and gave a certificate under his hand 

that they were so. They were accordingly pennitted to depart. 

He next applied for leave to sail ill his own dow. which was al 0 
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complied with, on his pledging himself that he had no specie on 

board except his own. The very morning of his departure several 

Banians went to Mr. Pringle, and informed him that all the Surat 

mercha is' agents had sent specie by him, and even brought a list 

of the bags with their private marks, and to whom they belonged. 

Of this Mr. Pringle sent instant notice to Captain Vashon. 

The dow had actually quitted the harbour, but boats were sent 

after her, and a shot fired. She took no notice of this, but a second 

went right over her, and brought her to. People from the ship 

were sent on board her, but the wind and current rendered it im

possible to get her along side of the Fox. The Seid went on board 

to Captain Vashon, and complained greatly, declaring he had no cash 

but his own,(the money was in two bags, the outerone with hi name, 

the inner with the true direction). The information received was too 

positive for Captain Vashon to mind what he said; the dow was there

fore ordered along side with him on board her. By the negligence 

of the warrant officer on board her, the dow got among the others 

in the harbour, and the eid escaped to the hore. He immediately 

applied to the Dola for assistance to protect the vessel, nd. com

plained heavily of the British Captain's conduct. he Council met, 

and sent to requ st Mr. Pringle would com~ to them, hich he did. 

The Seid stood out, that he had no mon y but his ow~; and Mr. 

Pringle declared he would prove the contrary. He produced the 

list, and the tables were completely turned. The Dola said the 

money mllst be relanded, as it had not paid him the .half per cent. 
• 

duty on the export. Mr. Pringle said he had 110 idea that Captain 

Vashon would permit this. The Dola remon trated, and said she 

had been detained in the port, which was an insult to the Imaum. 
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This Mr. Pringle denied. The Dola said, the whole sea from Perim 

to Camaran belonged to the Imaum. Thi Mr. Pringleridiculed in the 

strongest terms, and warned him, that he had better take carewhat he 

was about, as it might lead to hostiliti s bet ween the ~wo countries. 

A circumstance, which I had omitted to mention in its proper 

place, led however to a different determination. The Fox, a few 

days before, had been driven on shore in consequence of her 

anchor coming home, but fortunately the ground wa soft. It 

lulled immediately afterwards, and the tide was rising; she 

therefore escaped with the loss of her rudder only, and was in safe 

anchorage by night. The rudder was found the next day with only 

the iron work damaged. A forge was erected on shore to repair 

tbis, and it was in part completed 'JVhen the dispute took place. 

An officer and some Europeans were on shore to superint nd it. 

Captain Vashon fully perceived, the moment the dow got close to the 

shore, that he could not without open hostilities secure her remo

val. From the unprotected state of the Europeans on shore, and the 

incapacity of his ship to go to sea, he was indue d to abandon her, 

and ilccordingly withdrew aU bis men by ignaI. As soon as the 

Dola learnt th~e became extremely valiant, and ordered twenty 

soldiers and fnofficer on board the dow. Th~ e received two doIJars 

each from.:the Seid, and the officer ten. On enquiring what he was 

to do if the English soldiers resisted, (they very well knew that all 

bad been withdrawn two hours before this time) he was told gravely, 

he was to fire on them, and use the power put into his hands. . . 
Mr. Pringle then interfered in the name of the Honourable 

Company, and demanded that the treasure might be landed and ex

amined. This was done: and, of course the bags he had described 
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were found. Captain Vashon had mentioned to Mr. Pringle the 

certificate respecting the Cananore ship belonging to the Seid, and 

was as ureu it was a gro falsity, accordingly he gave the paper 

to Mr. Pringle to show the Council, thereby to prove what a rascal 

the eid wa. On it being produced, his confusion was very great, 

and he attempted to deny his hand writing, his ignature being in 

English characters; Mr. Pringle, however, proved it, by producing 

a great many other paper signed by him in the same manner, with 

his signature in Arabic underneath. He wa now completely con

victed, and received a severe reprimand from the ' Bas Kateb and 

Kadi, the other two Members in Council. Since this tran action the 

Seid declares he will not go to Bombay, and has been propo ing to 

the Americans to take him to the Isle of France. I presume he 

is now so angry with the English, that he wi hes to get assistance 

against them from that place. The Americans having asked him 

one thousand rupee for his passage, which he would not pay, I 

afterwards heard that he determined upon sailing in hi own dow 

for Muscat. 

When the Fox wa aground, application was made to the lmaum's 

mini ter for their boats, which was positively refi sed; and we rere 

subsequently informed that he expressed his hopes he would not 

get off, as then h hould obtain h r ~UllS and powde . Thi expec

tation was in consequence of a clajm made here, that all wrecks 

belong to the Imaum. The Forte frigate was, on a similar occa ion, 

giv n to th heriffe of Mecca by Admiral Blanket; this they con-
• 

sider as a pr cedent. In thi, ow ever, he would hav been mi taken. 

She would not have gone to pieces; and a battery with two hun

. dred men would have commanded the town, alld sec'lired a safe: 
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depot for her stores. She was ready for sea before the 24th, t~e day 

fi ed by the merchants for the departure of their vessels; nor did 

she make auy more water in the twenty-four hours, than before 

the accident. 

On the 23d I went on board, with my servant, and was received 

by Capta,in Vashon with the usual salute. For several days past I 

had been x tremely indi posed, which [believe wa chiefly owing 

to drinkinO' some French claret brought by the last American . . The 

heat of th weather too ad been very oppres ive, and I was reo 

joiced to try a change of ail'. Mr. Pringle dined with us, and took 

his leave. 

We did not sail till the 25th. We passed the Straits that night, 

and were th next day overtaken by a severe squall. Not one ship 

had put herself under convoy, or received a single order. How

ever, the ship, the brig, and the two dows laden wjth coffee for Mr. 

Forbes, sailed at the same time, and Captain Vashon determined to 

see them safe, at least, beyond Cape Aden, where alone it was pro

bable a French vessel might lie to intercept them. Thi had been 

the ca once during the Ia:st war, when there was no convoy, by 

which the native erchants lost nine lac of dollars. Had it not 

been for this, , e should have taken advantage of the squall, and 

got far on 0 r way; as it was, we Jay to. We had constantly light 

breezes to the end of the mo th, with a current, sometimes to the 

northward, and sometimes to the southw.ard of E. 

On the 1 st of September we were carried by a strong southerly 

current within sight of Mount Felix, and, to our great mortification, 

instead of being looking out for the land of India, we had not yet 

got clear of Africa; an extraordinary circumstance for the season. 
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September 4. - For these three last day we had been at the 

mercy of the currents, which run strongly to the S. W. nearly fifty 

miles a day; we have therefore been losing ground. A westerly 

wind sprung up, and we were in hopes of a change in the current, 

if once we could get out of the Straits. 

September 5 .-We now got a current to the N. E. and with light 

" airs got on tolerably well, though not as we had a right to expect. 

'~tember 6.-A good S. W . monsoon, and N. E. current. 

September 1 I.-This day the current continued eastward, run

ning about a knot an hour, with a fine monsoon. On the 10th, for 

the first time, we had rain. 

September 13.-It was so fresh a monsoon that Captain Vashon 

did not think it safe to venture into Surat roads, which are totally 

unprotected j we therefore directed our course for Bombay. By 

three o'clock on the 12th Malabar Point was in sight, but we were 

not close in with it until this evening, when an officer came on 

board us from a Company's cruizer, anchored at the mouth of 

the harbour, and immediately took us in. It was du k, but the 

scenery was still sufficiently visible to be admired. The islands that 

separate it into several parts are covered with wood to the top j 

beyond them the main land rises into a chain of m ntains of the 

wildest and most picturesque forms imaginable, to whi the Island 

of Bombay, covered with cocoa·nut trees, forms a contrast by its flat 

figure. It was dark when we came to an anchor: no King' ship 

was there. I immediately ent a note on shore to Mr. Salt, to re-
o 

que1tt that he would notify my ar 'viil to r. Duncan, and would 

come on board in the morning. 
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CHA PTER III. 

E PTE M B E R 14.-Before seven in the morning Mr. Salt came on 

boar, ompanied by Major Green, the Town Major of Bombay, 

bearing the, Governor' invitation to me to reside at his house dul'

ing my stay. I left the Fox soon afterwards under the usual salute, 

and on landing received a similar compliment from t.he fort. Mr. 

Duncan's palanquin conveyed me to the Government-hou e, where 

I was met by himself, and most kindly congratulated 011 my arrival. 

After breakfast. he expressed his extreme regret at the misconduct 

of Captain Keys, who, he informed me, had been under an arrest 

ince his arrival. He also kindly as ured me that, whatever were 

my future plans, I should have his best a sistance, and that, if I 

should determine to go to Suez or l~ussorah, he trusted he could 

find me a bet.ter vessel than the Antelope, and a better commander 

than Captain Keys. 

The kindness that I invariably experienced from Mr. Duncan, 

and the stock of information of which I found him posses e ,made 

me almo t rejoice that I had been obliged to r~turn fro the Red 

Sea. The anxiety which I had experienced durin my yage was 

ful1y compensated by tile discovery, that the western hore wa 

navigable, and that it could supply provi i nq. I lost no time in 

communicating to the Marquis Welle ley the result of my voyage, 

and urgently represented the eljgibility of a small vessel's being 
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dispatched to Massowah, to continue the survey from that island 

to osself. I at the same tiplc stated LO his Excellency my in ten· 

tion of returning to Europe by the Persian Gulf, and requested he 

would have the goodt ess to send f!1e letters of recommendation 

to the Pacha of 'BaO'dad. I expected that this Chief would afford 

me every assistance in crossing the Desert, as he was anxiously 

looking for assi lance from Ind~a to resi t the incursions of t J 

Wahabecs, and had aClu(:lll y an Embassador in Bengal, , 110 had 

been received with every a. t ntion, hG\d had all hi expe s spaid, 

and the crazy vessel in which he h d a rrived, repaired at the 

public expense. I therefore preferred throwing myself on his pro

t ction, to again braving the adverse winds of the Red S~a. As the 

answer could not be received from Calcutta in lcss than six weeks, 

I thought the interval would be very satisfactorily fiJled up, by 

paying a vi it to Poonah; I therefore wrote to Colonel Clo e, tIle 

British Resident with the Paishw.a, to inquire whether he conceived 

it would be politically advisable; and if he did, tQ reque -t that he 

would state to his Highness my wish to pa my respects to him. 

I WiS obligingly favoured with an immediate answer, expressing the 

satisfaction it would give him to receive me at the Rcsid ncy, and 

informin me that the Paishwa was much pleased at the id a of 

my vis' :, which he wished ~hould take place at the approaching 

festival 'f the Dusserah, whic;:h would commence on the 13th of 

October; l wish with which I most readily complied. 

On the )th of October every prttparation, as I understood, had 
• 

been made for my departure by the orders of the Governor: tcnts 

had been sent on to the different stations ' at which I should stop; 

forty bearers had been procured for our three palanquins, and the 



tGtwernor's go d tie rdered to attend me. CapNln 

Young, who wi ta toned at the first post in the ahratta oountry, 

as Commissary of sto for tll rmy in ~he tid, bad orders to 

provide every tbing, and aUend me himgelf to Poonm. AbOve the 

gauts Colo I Close had undertaken 'to form arrangements for my 

conveyance. 

The river, on which Panwell is .situated, is in the dry season 

on y cdl inlet of the sea; and navigable to' that place at . h water; 

we were therefore obliged tq consul the tide. It twned at eight, 

and we set off wit it, under a lJaIute of ·fitteen guus from the fort. 
The Governor's Aides-de-camp, and Major Green, attended me 
the .water side. The balloo~ boat, from its d less water, 

r [erred to the yacht; it had a cabin, a~d held us very well. 

harbour, improved in beauty as we advanced. The islands are. in 

general, covered with wood; but··Butcher's Island is clear, except 

at the,northern side, where several buildings are erected close to an 

old Mahratta fort. A~ong the lofty hills, hich formed a back 

ground to the scene, Funnel Hill was most cons us from the . 

singularity of its ' ape: tbe sum . bas all the appeu Il(:C of 

a vast pi11ar, ele atcd in the cehtre of a . Hat, (tn the top of a rock. 

The whole range of bills is singular in its appearance, and conti-

nually for It's peDfiJ. We pas between 

~ __ l.O .~~ EI , where the bay 0 con-

bl ze here ove ook us. The 

tbIl(~~."'.:~'~jWendc"" by a ~aU , which was 
ot during tbe old 



in part, concealed 

High cui-

bury the bodies, at an ~xpen~e of 

~"'1~, ~1''WIlI.wuth. They have sometimes performed 

a day: during the rainy monsoon, the 

The ant of rain had caused a scarcity, 

,-"r,.,...,.., • ..,,...-- ·~m'J~ljtln-t:~400 into a famine by the devastations of the 

"''-QI~. ,and Scindiah laid wb~e whole provim::es, 

.extent of country left neit,.her tree nor habi-

,/ 
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ent us so e excell nt 
r-. "· ............ it of being good cuny .. 

there, aDd beg i the to n. Some children am9n 

ID£m'~W'eI'e"'1iving skeletons, with scartely a muscle to be cen. As 

returned we w~re shocked by one of Captain Y un~'s charnel-

m n draggin a dead body in a state of putrefi • 'The Mussul-

uti 6tnb bas also a tank ith and white 

Iy in order to get off iD . 
pOl.i.Mit:9Hussulntllun friend would 





















e state after I,ayin their 

brtbe oc 'on, to how 

me the way to the palace. 'at ded by a large body of 

horse, and ome sahre ; an of British infantry aic.ed also 

on the opposite shore, and join~d my 'so arry.On en:ering the 

pIa before he palace we fi uud h' Highness' cavalry ail guard 

~r infantry drawn out, with i elephants and Buwar : they 

were by no mean splcndjd. As we passed under the obit Kanah 

th kettle drums beat. rid iu the walls the ryan were all at . . ' 
. their 05ls, and the crowd considerable. In the windom were 

numbers of the highe orders: We quitted our paJanquins at the 

oot <> the stairs, which e mounted attended only by our 

Ohubdars and Aus\ b'ad • A maD anti- ooin led to the durbar. 

At the d I aited fe seconds, tilrI s tha the Dewan of 

shC? Maunkesor, . was sufficiently' near; when, 

slippe s I 'stepped on hite cloth with 

supporting my 

.e officers of .my 
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. . cushions, and were not permitted '0 put out our feet , as showing 

t e sole &r the foot is considered disrespectful. His Higlnle8s' had 

no ipper on. 

Th tiquette ofthe court is' silence: and when any thing is said 

it is in a w whisper. I spoke to the Colonel, wqo translated ~t to 

the De all, who stretching himse~f ~ut towar~ls his Highne . on hi' 

knees with hi l1ands closed and raised up, in a low voice rep fted 
• 

what I had aid. By the arne conveyance the answer was returned. 

By tbe tli ' CtiOll of Colonel Close I first enquired ' ~fter nis High

ness's health, · and was answered that he wa!S well, and hoped I 

arrived in good health at Poonah. I t~lenasked after the health 

of his b~other. The message was carried aero s the room: in front 

of th~ guddy, by Anund Row. The answer was cOlllplimentary. 

His Highness nowe pre ed a wish, through the Dewan, that we 

might retire into a more private place, tbat the co~versation mi ht 

be more free. This originated solely from himself, and was as un

expected, as it was flattering. Indeed, the whole of hi Highness' 

conduct had evinced a wi h to pay e every atteutio. h depu-

• tat ions sent to meet me were the high t honours he could bestow . 
• 

I immediately arose and followed him into. a very neat small 

:rfx>m, attended by Co~el Close, the Dew~n of the state, the sub

Dewan, and the minist r for British aftair~. Bis Highness seated 
. . 

e now began a very intere tins conversa-

•. etahly relaxed from his tiqdette, smiled, 

tt:ly froll\ hilDself me anq Colonel 

tages of interpr~tation, 1 could fre-
, . 
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quently perceive that he gav a very elegant turn to the expression 

he used. Among many othercomplim nt ,he expressed i h)6 

give me a fete at h' untry house, to hich I with plcasur , as

sented. Thi had been previously arrang d, ahd was to ta p]ace , 
aft r he had honoured m with a visit. .On political 

spok fully, and I 1y, and S~ ed much better info med.. than I 
had reaiQn to expect. After · about an houf' we rt:t~rned to the 

Durbar .. I was so extremely tired with tny position, that it wa 

. with SOUlC difficulty I could isc, and for a few minute as obli ed 

to re t against (he wal1. 0 conversation passed after he was 

eated on the guddy. 'Paw~ was p]aced before him in a large .gol,d 

plate; on the top was a gold box, oontaining a parcel of the same; 

attar, rose w r, and ices.w~re in the same line. Anund Row, the 

minister for British a airs, gave rose wat f, pawn d attar with 

pices to all the party, except the Colonel and me. He began at 

tbe lowest, contrarY to the etiquett~ of the other Asiatic courts that 

I hay visited. he Dewan gave pawn, rose water, attar, and spices 

to the Colonel ; to me he gave altar and rose water: We then aro e, 

and }lis ~ighn ss pre wted me ith .the gold box, fill,ed' with pawn 
, 

from his own hand. As I 

iv'ng of 
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the pupil of the human eye. The palace i a tolerabl handsome 

bUt ing, and was very clean. The Durbar room is large; it is 

supp d by wooden pillars hand omely carved. Hi guddy was 

u lin, richly embroidered in gold and coloured silk. His 

attendants ood round without the pillars, except a few with silver 

sticks. Holkar did not much injure the palace, but he carried away 

every thing m.oveabl ; a small armoury and the elephant-houdahs 

did not e cape. The town is indifferent; several hou es are large, 

and built with square blocks of granite, to about fourteen feet from 

the ground; the upper part is a frame work of timber, with slight 

wall merely to keep out the wet aAd air. The lime, bdcks, and tiles 

are o. bad in this country, that the rain washes away any building 

that does not depend on timber for upport. A great plenty of 

this useful article is brought from the gauts and the we tward; it 

is not much dearer than at Madras. Holcar' stay did not improve 

the town. H pulled down everallarge houses in arch of treasure, 

and they say found a gr at deal. We forded the river both going 

and returning; the foundations of a granite bridge rise above the 

\rat r; but they were laid in misfortune, and uperstition win not 

therefor permit their sup rstruotur to be completed. A bridge 

of boats had been laid acro s by General Welles I y, but it ha not 

be n kept up. 

The spectacle of dead bodies on the banks of the river, in every 

tate of putrefaction, ,a truly di tre sing. Durin the famine, 

many w r murdered . for th rice they had ju t received from 

Brili 'h charity, ~hich, I am proud to sa, t Dded to thi place: 

whllher a ery hand orne ub criptioD, amounting to 40,000 

rupee, was s nt, hich had b n coil cl d t Bombay under th 

VOL. 1(. R 
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patronage of Lady"Mackintosh. Colonel Close had the distribution 

of it : he had previously fed fifteen hundred people daily with b . ed 

rice; but the sight of the food rendered them nearly frantic 

fusion ensued, and numbers 10 t their share, particularly 

helpless. The Colonel therefore determined that thi 

should be distributed in money, each person to recei e sufficient to 

purchase one good meal in the four and twenty hours. Ei ht pice 

were adequate to this; children bad a smaller sum,who, with the wo

men, had thc prcfcreuce. About five thousand daily wer relieved, 

and it sustained them till the new crops were (Tathered in, 0 that their 

lives were actually saved to ociety. The money operated less on 

their feelings, than the food: the confusion wa cons quently less. 

It was regularly the business of an officer, with a guard of s poys, 

to superintend the distribution. The sending up of rice from the 

coast was considered as ineligible, from the expense of conveyanc . 

Indian wheat and juwarry had already been got in; rice was ex

pected to be so in about a fortnight. The officer command in the 

garrison was particularly careful in protecting the fields around the 

town; th English name is therefore very popular among the lower 

orders. The guard of one hundred seapoys wa not more than suf

ficient for these purposes. Several Brahmin, who were no objects 

of charity, mixed wit the beggars, and tried to obtain a share: 

h detected, they were instantly puni hed with four dozen 

lashes~ in de6ance of the holine s of their character; nor ha this 

b en ince. ohjected to. His Highness feeds a great number of his 

own cast, but his charity has not extend d further. 

It is impossible to teach a native Prince th duty of protecting 

his subjects. During th , scarcity, th~ number of lives saved by the 
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Re idency were many, not on]y by food, but attendance and wine, 

hen nece ary. The poor wretches, during the rains, peri hed by 

hu 'dreds, even in ight of the hou e. General relief was impo sible. 

would they have sold their children, but they would have 

been gr eful to anyone who would have accepted them. Now 

the ev'l is ver. Leasing is allowed in India, which at this moment 

feeds many. Any person may earn ufficient to maintain him by 

<Toing to the fields and working, or even bringing in a bundle of 

gras . The camp su tains many hands. In no country arc the means 

of life procurable with greater facility than in the Mahratta states; 

it is a garden, which would produce crop after crop as fast as they 

could be sown. Tanks might every where be formed, so as to render 

a upply of water certain at all ea ons. The wretched objects were 

not numerous as I passed through the town. 

I had intended, on the 16th, to receive the Vakeels of the native 

powers, who might be at Poonah; but the Vakeel of cindiah being 

on the eve of his departure, obtained ermission to pay his com~ 

pliments this day. His name is Juswunt Rao Goreporah; his family 

is very respectable; one of his relations, Morari Row, held .cooty 

from the Poonah Government, and wa one of its Genera : he is 

mentioned by Orme. From the respectability of the family, the 

Briti h, 011 the conquest of Mysore, gave to them the little district 

of ondoor, a beautiful valley, ituated betwe n Chittledroog and 

eydroog, nd completely urrounded by the Briti h territory. 

J uswunt Rao Goreporah him elf is high in cindiah: confidence, 

and was tlte Vakeel appoint d by him to negotiate the late treaty 

of peace with eneral Wellesley. Hi other Vakeel, aroo Hurry, 

fllso wait d on me: the form r alone poke. The conversation was 
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merely omplimentary; but they expressed great anxiety for th 

arriv I of General Wellesley, whose pre ence will give confiden 

to all our aHies. They received pawn and attar on their depar .re. 

General Wellesl y has a great r~gard for J uswunt Rao Gor }orah, 

and considers him as a st .ady friend to the Engli h. 

October 16.-The other Vakcels paid me a visit in t e morning, 

and received the usual compliment of pawn and attar. Among 

them was the Vakeel of Imrut Rao, the adopted brother of the 

Paishw. R onaut ao had no hopes of children at the time he 

adopted him; but afterwards, the presel t Paishwa and his broth r 

w re born. Tbe disappointment of [mrut Rao's bopes has prevented 

his being on good terms with hi Highne s; they are n w, however, 

apparently reconciled, through the mediation of Colonel Close. 

Imrut Rao is on his way to Benares, to perform hi abiution ther . 

He is the first of his family that ever did so, and he j " I learn, 

highly gratified by the circumstance. 

October 19.-Yesterda nephew of Colonel Close arrived from 

Hydrabad, three hundred and seventy mile, which he had rode in 

twel~e days . . He describe the Nizam's country as beino- as ml1ch 

de vas d by famin as this. Several villages had not a living crea

jure ill them, and the dead bodies were lying at the door" and in 

the houses. He has been him elf nearly starved, having procur d 

only native grain inee he left Hydrabad, with now and then some 

milk. This must be owing to the want of rain, for Holcal' aud cin

diah eau ed 'no devastations in that country \ Mr. Salt has taken a 

few views: a very beautiful one is from the gardens, taking in the 

junction of the riv rs, and the pagodas built on the opposite side, a 

very favourite spot among the Hilldoos. Mahadeo is the deity 
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hiefly worshipped. The pagoda beyond is dedicated to his wife, 

Puttee, who, with her son Gunnais, share in the adoration. This 

a has a pretty effect, as it crown the top of a ugar-Ioaf hill, 

and be . 1d it is the flat mountain on which is situated the fort of 

Saoghur. . olear never took this place, nor could his offers tempt 

the fidelity the Killadar. It eems trong, but does not cover the 

wboJe surface of the hill, so that on one side it is accessible. On 

the whole, I think Poo ah well situated, and when it has a little en

joyed the bJessings of tranquillity, it will be a handsome capital. 

Hi Highncs having fixed on this day to return my visit, Co

lonel Close had a very large tent . ched ,in front of the house; two 

other were joined to it without their sides, so as to form one Jarge 

apartment: the guddy was sent forward, and placed in the centre, 

as at his own Durbar. On his coming in sight, Colonel Close 

mounted an elephant, and advanced to meet him. At the door of 
the tent I wait d his appro ch. He came close up, but did not di -

mount till e Dewan of the state, the Sub-dewan, and the Dewan 

for Briti h affairs had paid their compliments, and had pr sented 

to me the different Sirdar and Maunlcarries who attended him. 

They made their salaams, and pass d by into the tent. His Hig1me s 

then descend d from his lephant, with his brother, who ro e 

b hind him. I made my compliments, and leaving a space on my 

right h nd for him to walk in, moved into the tent. We all seated 

ourselves as l the Durbar. A few complime.nt pa ed, while the 

nautch girls w~Te singing and dancing. As hi Highne s wa con-. . 
siuered as master of the house, th pawn and attar were placed on 

the ground b fore him, and he ordered it to be given to the Sirdar I 

and other atten ants. I then reque ted hi Hjghnes to permit me 
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to attire him, and his brothers; which being acceded to, the tray 

were brought forward, and laid before them. I got up, and eros 'og 

the musnud, began with his brother. The jewels were first . ced 

inhis head dress, consisting ofa serpaish,1\'f jigger,* and t rrah.t 

I then put the mala t round his neck: a person stood iehind who 

fastened the strings. The same ceremonies were then one through 

with his Highness, but in addition, he had bracelet of diamonds. 

,A telescope amI bon-bon box, ornamented with a beautiful picture 

of the goddess Gunja, were also given to his Highness. Hi brother 

had a bon-bon box, with Indra painted on it. The figures were ap

propriate to their charact~r. . Highness is much attached to the 

ladies. His brother is grave and ceremonious. I then gave them 

pawn and attar, as he did to me, except that the attar was poured 

into my hands, and I gently rubbed it down both his shoulders. 

This w'as done at bis particular ~equest, and is the highest possible 

compliment. His Highness was in such excellent humour, that 

although it was a public visit of ceremony, he freq ntly smiJed 

and addressed himself to me and the Colonel. 

The ministers did not receive attar, as it was my wish they 
t 

should stay till the rest were gone. There is a great jealousy 

between these officers and the Maunkarries, so that to have made 

them any presents in the cOmpany of the, latter, w~uld have been 

an insult to their dignity. W'e mentioned to the Dewan that 4l 

• Ornaments for the head of diamond. and coloured precious stones. 
t Mahratta ornament of several strings of pearls fastened together and lIuspended 

on one side of the turb$n. 
t A nec\dace of pearl with a jewel of coloured precioUl .tones 8uspended from th 

~entr~. 
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. 
orse and elephant were at the gate, as presents to hi Highne s. 

T se are always given on state occasion , but without bdng ha

bite as up the country. It was nearly dark before the Paishwa 

The ministers staid a short time afterwards; they re· 

ceived pr ents according to their rank; the jewels were tied by 

Colonel Clo 's Pervee. They then received pawn and attar 

m my hands, and departed. The nautch-girls had sung some 

very interesting Mahratta, or, as they called them, Deckany songs, 
) 

which we bow made them repeat, as a relaxation from the fatigue of a 

state visit. I afterwards learned that on this day there was a great 

religious festival, at which his Highnes ought to have assisted, 

and that he was fined several hundred rupees for his ab ence. 

This provided a handsome feast for the Brahmins. Parbuttee 

pagoda was illuminated all over at night. 

The presents were provided by the India Company. His 

Highness 's were worth about twelve thousand rupees. The others 

altogether nearly eight. 

October 20. - At a little after four we set off with the usual 

suwarry to pay a visit to the Paishwa at hi country-house,. the 

Hora Baug. The road for a considerable distance was covered by 

his Highne s's suwarry, chiefly horsemen, so that it was rather 

difficult to get to the gate; fortunately I had a party of sepoys from 

the lines, who joined on the opposite bank of the river, and made ' 

way for me. It i prettily situated on ~he bank of a very large tank, 

perfectly irregular in .its shape. In the centr of it is a small 

island with a pagoda. The opposite bank rises gradually into a sugal' 

loaf hill, the summit of which is capped by the white buildings of 

the pagoda dedicated tQ Parbuttee. The house jtself is insignificant , 
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and has De er been finished. 'Ph gard n is fine, and is ornament 

with several noble mango tree , and a great number Qf coco lUt 

rees, "hich I had ell no where else b ve the Gauts, and hich 

several peopJe told me would not dy was 

placed in a verandah, op ning to a bason of water, wi 

and covered by a trelli of vin s. We had the pleasU1 t announce 

to his Highnes the surrender of Chandore to the united army of 

the British ann the Paishwa, under Colonel Wallace, who w 

rapidly \:onqu<>ring the hill ~ort of Holcar, that extend towards 

Guzerat, in hope of preventing his making an incursion into tbat 

fertile province, or into the territories of the Paish wa, to maintain 

his predatory band. His Highness was in great spirits, and ob· 

erved, that hjs father always wished for the friend hip of the 

English, but that it remained for him first to reap the biessin s of 

it. H had said in a former conv rsation, that he would mention 

another circumstance on a future occa ion; it turned out to be a 

request, that I would procure him an Arab mare. The olon I of 

course assured him that I would try my be t; but unfortunately I 

k lfdW it was impossible, as the Arabs never will part with th ir 

mares. The ceremony of my entrance was the same as the former, 

and I was seated in a similar situation. 

We soon bad notice to move up tair' : the Paishwa pas it g 

through a b ck door, while we mounted, by a narrow st ir ase, t a 

platform with two verandahs, one at each end. In the farther a 

white cloth walJ spread, on which were plantain {cav s qual in 
•• 

number to the English gentlemen present. On aeh was a Brahmin's 

. dinner, oODsi ting of rice, plain and sweet, pastry thin as paper, 

" and rolled up, p-dstrycakcs, bre .. d, and pea e udding. AloD~ ne 
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spoons, kni 

ou host, 

guddy, a litt 

lSI • 

, tia viOl the appearance 

.RI .. ~CK_li"'CI'C~, teveo difFcrcmt kind of 

were riA:e·milk, gee, and 

of plantain leaf" which all 
We had taken t precaution to bripg 

W.L\\Cll we used act ely out Of t to 

e party by seating hi OD the 

om;aJ·~·o or the v,erandih. Of course, he could 

bY eating i~ our pre Dce. 

l we had finished. he retired, and we soon 

ftu adDg ourselv~ belo , the betel as laid at his 

feet anq rved round. My servant bad placed himself at' ~e 

bottom of the liocol by a hint from Captain Frissel, and was conse

quently ed 6 t. They proceeded upwards till they reached 

,t()JIIPCd", he preseQts were then brought int again 

'a',': I_rant. They co i ted of a pair of s~ 1, a 

ilb4~_~_jece of eloth; the whole ortb in the baaar 

abou'llWO hund ... • .. _·uo visib difFere 

these' and the otl'lle"'~;"_lhtc~d J.~"_P" Y au g, Salt, Un ..... ,c 

I' hmeD~ 
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when it would have been difficult, nay almost impossible, to 

prove that he h~d not connived at it. The Paish a immediately 

~ave them up, but put in a plea, that as we wisbed' to imprison our 

enemies, we should not wish to liberate his; and this seems to have 

been his only motive for not ending them immediately to the 

Resideut. 1 under tand, they were much urpri ed to nnd his 

Highness 0 attached to the English. Bonaparte had probably cal~ 

culated on a very different l reception. They were intelli ent men, 

who certainly had before been in the country, and their e cape 

might, in many ways, have been di ad valltageous. 

The Paishwa is extremely exact in the performance of all the duties 

.of hi rdi~ibn. This is supposed to be increa ed by some anxiety 

about the present state of his father's soul. Suspicion re pectin the 

death ofSewai Mahdoo RaoNarain, who died by a fall from the terrae 

of the palace, were entertained by many. Some thou ht Ragonaut 

Rao had been instrumental to his fall, but Colonel Close be1ieves him 

to have been innocent. I·te conceives that the Pai hwa thre"w himself 

down in a fit of splcen, in consequence of a severe lecture he received 
, 

from Nana, who treated him as a child. Thi happened wi eJ1 the 

Dewan discovered, that he had been carrying on a correspondende , ' 

with the present Paishwa and his brother; the object of which wa 

to liberate themselves from the severe tutorage of the old gentleman. 

They were all young men, and what they did was very natural, but 

the event proved fatal. The d ath of Narain Rao bears till heavier 

on Ragonant Hao; thQugh he was killed in an insurrection of His 

~uards, yet it was generally npposed they were instigated by his 

unelt:, who would have instantly reaped the profit of tbe crime by 

becoming Paishwa, had not the Brahmins d elared, that one of hi 

VOL. II, T 
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wives was ith child, and that that child would be a on. It turned 

out to be so; and though on the boy's death, Ragonaut Rao had • 

the power of state for some ti me in his hand ,yet for the want of a 

few form he wa never actually Paishwa. His son Chimnagee is 

reckoned a the sixth, and the pre eut as the seventh, a will ap

pear from the pedigree of the family, which will be iven in the 

Appendix. His Highness's filial piety in endeavouring to liberate 

hi father's soul from the tain of these crimes, by 11 is own works 

of up rogation, i orthy of paise, however we may pity the 

ignorance that gives ri e to an exp ctation of success. 

The satisfaction expressed by his Higbnes at the result of his 

alliance with the Britisl , and which every part of his conduct has 

shown to be unfeigned, will be ea ily accounted for by an e amilla

tion of his situation prior to its taking place, and a com pari on of 

it with his present ameliorated condition. Although the Pai hwa 

was reconnised as the r presentative of the overeign, by the great 

feudatories of the Mahl'atta states, Scindiah, Holcar, and Guikw'ar, 

and by the Rajah of Beral', yet the control which he could exercise 

o'er princes, who each independently possessed revenues clnd forces 

equal to his OWll, must at all times have been trifling j but latterly 

Scindiah hdd, in fact, reduced him to a state of subjection, and 

merely u ed his name as a cloak to his ambitious plan of uniting in 

hitn5eif the whole power of tl e Mahratta empire. In this attempt 

he met with resistance from Holear, who was defeated by him, but 

,hom he imprudently permitted to retire unmolested to Chandor , 

where having rapidly incre.lsed his forces, he attaokcd the troops of 

Scindiah and the P ·shwa forty miles f!'Om Poouah, in turn defeatecl 

them completely, a d got posse ion of the capit • 
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The Paishwa took this occasion to escape, though he was so hur

ried as to be obliged to leave his family behind him. Thus driven 

from his rights and territories by the succe sive attacks of these 

feudatory chiefs, it was natural that he should seek for assistance 

against them, where alone it could be procured. He accepted there

fore the offet, of offensive and defen j ve alliance made to him by the 

British rrovernment in ndia, and ultimately concluded with them the 

treaty of Bassein on the S 1 st of December 1802. The most active 

preparations were' immediately commenced for the re·estaLlishment 

of his Highness in his just rights. Major Generdl '" dIes ley pro

ceeded at the head of an army from the outhward, and obliged the 

troops of Holcar to evacuate Poonah, having saved that place from 

being plundered by a rapid march of sixty miles in thirty two 

bours. His Highness made his pub1ic entry into his capital on the 

13 th of May 1803, ince which period he bas, by the assistance of 

hi allies, gradually got possession of his territori ,the prosperity 

of wI ich has been greatly increased by the uninterrupted state of 

tranquillity which has followed the successes of the British arm '. 

In another respect, his Highness has been e sentially bentfited 

by hi connection with the British Government; I me~n in the im .. 

provement of his finances, by the arrangements which have been 

adopted according to the plan re ommended by Colon I Clo e. For

merly every Sirclar retained, with impunity, whatever part of the 

revenu he pleased, and in many of the provinces no part of it found 

its ay to tbe treasury' of the Paishwa. This wa the case in Bun

d lcumi, which was e timated at i ty lac of rupees per annum, and 

in the districts ceded by Tippoo, which were estimated at forty-one 

. lac. The former ha' been giv n up to the British by a treaty, ub

sequent to t~at of Bassein, and now net forty-four lac, of which 
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t.hirty ... si are retained for the payment of the subsidiary force, and 

his Highn s receives the other eight. The latter Was originally 

ceded to th Briti h~ and, tbou h given up on receiving Bllndelcund, 

~ sy l; m of collection had been 0 far improv d, that his Highness 

DO obtain from it about twenty,oI)e lac. The provinces nearer to 

the eat of govrernment were of course more productiv6 j but even 

these ere liable to all the peculation which naturally exi ted under 

a eak gOY rnmentJ and wer too frequently deva tated by the hos

tile prese e of t c ntendin chieftains, or by the more amicable, 

but nQt much less dreadful, annual as emblacre of undisciplined 

ca airy at the Du serah , The e evil are put an end to by th Bri

ti h victories j and it seems probable that the territories above the 

Gaut will b rendered secure from any future hostile incursions, 

by Colonel Wallace' conquest of the hill forts that belong to Holcar, 

and which command the passe between the two countrie. The 

presence'of a ub idiary force ready to enforce obedience, ha also 

operated in au ing the paym nts to be r gular]y made. 

His Highnes 's gross revenue may be fairly estimated a follows: 

• 

In Guzerat ~
Ahmood -
lumbooseer 
Duboy -
Cokan 
Sevendroog, Sec. 

(luneer ' - -
Above the Gauts, . and W. , 

of Poonah '} utlgumnere 
lAhmednu~gur 
(avanore -

Added by the treaty of Se· ~ Bankapore 
ringapatam,1792 lDarwar-

Bundelcund 

Rup t's. 
2,00,000 
5,00,000 

1,25 000 
9,00,000 
2,00,000 

10,00,000 
10,00,000 

4,00,000 
8,72,838 
7,5 J ,278 

" ,15,608 
8,00,000 

R. 7 1,64, 7 ~4 
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Were the above revenue realised, it would be more than uffi

cient for the maintenance· of the Paish wa, as Chief of the Mahratta 

empire; but this is far from being the case, though it is impossible 

to know exactly what portion of it reaches his treasury. The actual 

expen e of collection is very great; the hill forts are numerou , and 

the garriso.llls Jar e, wh ich must be regularly paid; provisions are 

sent in kind for the use of his family; and, what j a still greater 

expense, he is obliged to cqnnive at many abuses to conciliate the 

chief natives who are about his person. Yet there is no doubt that 

he receiv~s double the sum he ever did before; and it is probable, 

that by following the suggestion of the able and upright officer who 

manages the British affairs at his court, he will shortly be in afflu

ence, and have a full treasury, to which he may recur in ca e of 

emergency. At pr sent, should only a lac or two of rupees be want

ing, he must borrow it, or procure it by harsher n1eans. This i 

entirely owing to mismanagement, for were the above province 

under the British Government, tl ey , ould yield twice th, sum 
, 

at which they are estimated, wilhout any additional bUrLhen to the 

inhabitants. 

Nothing can have been more prudent and conciliatory, than the 

conduct of the British since the connection between the two powers. 

No objec't has been pressed hastily or warmly, and everyoppor

tunity has been seized to oblige his Highness. By the treaty of 

Bassein he had been induced, at the particular request of the Com

pany, to accommodate them by a grant of a small lip of ea-
• 

coast in Guzerat, valued at ten lac per annum; yet 011 a repre en-

tation being made tbat the district of Olp r had formerly b n in 

the posse ion of a Sirdar, to whom he was particularly ttach d, 
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it was immediatelye changed with his Highness fur a district of 

equal valu in' Bundelcund, although 01par was particularly desi

rable or account of its vicinity to Surat. It would be an object of 

th greate t importance to the British Government to obtain a ce -

ion of the tract of land below the Gauts from Damaun to Carwar, 

as it would complete the security of the sea coa t from, the Gulf of 

Cambay to the Iudus; but unfortunately the greater part of this was 

a grant of the Mogul to Bajee Rao, the fir t Paishwa, as a jaghire, 

and being therefore considered by them as a private property of 

the family, they are extremely unwilling to alienate it. This reason 

was candidly admitted , and the subject dropt. Any alarm which 

might have been excited in the Paishwa's mind, (a mind timid from 

a deficient education, having been brought up by Brahmins in com

plete seclusion, where he was tau~ht nothing but their religiou 

ceremonies, of which he is a perfect master,} by the idea that the 

British wished to grasp at every thing, and merely to employ him 

as an instrument of their ambition, has been done away by the free 

gift of the strong fort of Ahmednuggnf and the district around it, 

whicq, was conquered by Major General Wel1esley, and to.which' 

he had no claim; and still more strongly since, by their having en

gaged in a war with Holcar, on term so beneficial to him, and 0 

triflingly advantageous to themselves, even if complete success 

should attend their anns. 

The friendship which the Paishwa evidently feels for the British' 

must, in a great degree, be attributed ' to the able conduct of , 
Colonel Close, the Resident, but still more so to the confidence he 

places in the military and civil talents of Genera) W Hesley, to 

wJlOse active exer~ions he owes b' re-establishment at"Poonah, an 
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event that might never have taker! place, bad the service been 

entrusted to a less able officer. Rapidity of movement was in this, 

as ill every other Indian war, of the first importance, and to render 

this practicable, a regular supplyof provisions was absolutely neces

sary. Of this branch of the military art General Wellesley has 

shown himself a perfect master; and has added to it a dcci ion in 

council, and a spirit in action, which have rarely appeared in India. 

The provinces which his rms have conquered, have been concili

ated by the protection he has invariably afforded them from all 

military oppres3ion; and a personal confidence has been excited 

by the suavity of his manners, and an invariable attention to their 

religious prejudices. Uniform success attended him in"the Mahratta 

war ; hut since the disturbances excited by Holcar he has not com· 

manded, and events have been less prosperous. It is natural there- * 
fore that the Paishwa should wish anxiously for his return, with a 

firm conviction that the tide of victory will again attend him. In 

this respect his Highness's expectations will, 1 think, be gratified. 

Holcar, who is an active and able man, had very wisely em· 

ploye.d the "time, while hi rival Scindiah was enga cd in a d~ truc

tive war) to occupy all the estates of his family, to replenish hi 

coffer, and recruit his forc:;es. Had he been sat i fied with thi , h 

migh~ have lranquilly retained the poss ssion, all hough an ill giti

nate SOIl of the late Holear, and consequently not the representativ 

of the family; but, instead of this, he made the most unrea ol1able 

demand of prop rty beyond D lhi, which, he said, had been h Id 
• 

prior LO the battle of Paniput· and, on being refused, com men ed 

actual hostilities by levying contributions on the Jeypoor Rajah, an 

ally of the British. ColOI1el Monson entered his count ry, and look 




