fid POONAH.

Rampoora; ‘but unfortunately despising his enemy too much, had
his supplies of provisions cut off, and wais"‘obliged to make a retreat,
in which he was pursued by Holcar, and lost a great number of
men, and all his ammunition and cannon. It is probably in some
respects fortunate that Holcar has been thus drawn to the north-
ward, where he can make no impression against General Lake's
émfny, as he might otherwise have plundered the plains of Guzerat,

and done incalculable m:schlef to the Guikwar, an evil that is now
prevented by the success of Colonel Wallace.

The original Mabratta system of warfare had been greatly changed
by Scindiah: instead of vast bodies of cavalry, which by forced
marches would attack an unsuspecting proyince, and retire with
their booty belore a sufficient force could be assembled to resist
them, he attempted to establish an army of infantry, disciplined
after the European system, and commanded by European officers.
As these increased in numbers, he diminished the other, but for-
tunately was seduced by his vanity into a war with the British, be-
fore his plans had been matured. Wamed by his fate, Holcar
has, in a great degree, depended on his cavalry, of which he has
e:ghteen thousand mdepcndent of twdve thounmd Pmdams, or
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pmpomon of the Mabmtta"nauon,fib Tié m’"ﬁcﬂ'dmw of their
favourite deity Gunputty. lmmedutcly'&n my‘nh'xnl 1 sent a mes-
senger to Chinta-mun-Deo, who is the present reigning Derty, with
the usual compliments, uotxfying my intention of paying him a visit
in the evening, and mqucstmg--ilht he| would, in the mean time,
_scud to me some ieamndammns, who could give me an account
of his family. A most gmoious answer was mmed and with the
most learned of his Brahlmﬂcam omd"h _’ own relations.

- Colonel Close undertook most kindly to makt mrqumry that
I wished, and by his asslstance, and thatlof Capmn Fﬁsscll 1 col-

near anumy, he wzs»
termined t6 pay him
,&Moor, whu:h bad
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meritorious. The Pingli Brahmins being in possession of the civil

power, performed the ceremonies with great splendour.  Mooraba,
being poor, could not approach for the crowd of richer suppliants.
At this he was severely mortified, but at length retired to the foot
of a Naipte tree, which still exists there, pérformed his Pooja, and
left his offerings. In the evening he, as usual, returned to Chinchoor.
In the course of the night the offerings were transposed, Mooraba’s
being placed before the Deity, while the Pingli’s were found at the
foot of the tree. The Poque Brahmins, astonished and alarmed,

inquired to whom the accepted offerings belonged, and learned that
a Cokan Brahmm had been there the day before, had performed
his dcvoutm at the foot of the tree, and had since disappeared.

On Mooraba’s appearance the following day, the ewent was in-
stamlygommumcated to the Pingli, who ordered him to be brought
before tham. On' their interrogating him respecting the whole
business, h?; f«i‘ehwd what had passed. They then demanded
where he ‘W he repﬁed “ below the Gauts, but the place has no
name: you may come a:ldug, and see where it is, if you please.”
Believing this to be i ', »OSS le from the distance, unless he were a

wrcerer. they mm f":_ Wmd hxm to be drxvcn across the
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Gunputty He inquired. the cause oﬂlm gﬁef and aﬁm: heaﬁng his
whole story, comforted: him, offered lum utensils and provisions,
and added that he would himself conduct him to the Deity. To this
arrangement Mooraba objected stating, that if the sacrifice were
made of things not procm'ed by himself, he should have no merit-
‘Mooraba therefore l:equestod that the Brahmin would advance him
‘the money necessary o purchase thc offerings, and would, as a
security, kecp his lota, or small vessel in wi;nch he was accustomed
to dress his provisions. To thu Lhc Brahmm tcphed, that without
his lota he could not mix up the offering ; that v’theréfm he should
first procure the amclm, and, after the ceremony wigover, and the
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INTERIOR OF CARLI CAVE.
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