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DEC E M13E 'R S.-Mr. Ouncan had most obligingly ordered one of 

th Company s vessels, t e Momington, to be prepared to convey 

m to Bus orah, whither I had det rmined to proceed, when all 

my plans were changed by the arrival of di patches from the 

Governor General, recommeQdin a ntinuation of the survey of 

the Red Sea, and at the same time delicately hinting, that I might 

possibly be induced to make an ttempt to complete what I had so 

well begun. On receiving £ om Mr. Duncan as llrance that every 

arrapgement hould e rna for t e immediate departure of the 

vessel to be employe , and that should be permitted to select 

the officer, I determined to comply with his Excellency' e pect

ation. The Panther truizer, being a maller vessel than the MQm

ington, was consid red as more uitab e to the service of surveying, 

~d wa' therefore ordered t be got ready. Lieutenant Chari 

Court w 

ye, a 
hip, and had been 



e had reason to expect above Ma wah. Mr. Macg'i was, at 

my particular request, nomina~ed as Su eon, although t in the 

Eas India Co~pany s service, in con equeuce of the e perien e I 

had bad ill my form r voyage of his abU' tie , and his great a tcn 

tion to the healih of the men. 

Two time.keepers, a d the . ost ents requi ite ,for autical 

observations and land surveying, were provided by he Bomb y 
Go ernment; nd r. Duncan co leted his ind 4J,tlentiol1s to my 

comfort, bX directing Captain Oou t to keep a table for me at the 

pen e of the East lndia Company. 

Captain udland of the B tnbay army having expressed a wish 

o join our party, inst ad of returning to Engl nd by ea, I ej iced 

in obtaining for him t e necessary permission from the Governor, 

atld dIe mmander. in Chief, a an additional European gentleman 

w,' uld J>e a great atisfaction i crossj.ng the desert frora Suez to 

Cairo. otbing couid -pe or favourable than the season, as the 

monsoon was N. E. to th straits .Bab·el-mandeb, and S. E. fi"om 
he Red Sea to uez; we w re therefore impad 11t to depart, and 

the J of Dec rober as filted for tbat pu rpose. It was however ot 

'11 the 3d hat apta~ Court received hi final orders, hich were 

in e ery respect to ohey til i ti ns that he should receive 

parted ·th Mr. Dw1can, whose atniable and bene· 



~ ~ 

intendin 0 try the effect of a cruue as a cure for an intermittent 

fever, under which they were 'Offering. On returnin to the anther, 

I lear . ed that the carpenter had ru away, and it was la at night 

eror anot er could e pr ured. I did not choose to return to the 

tOWD, and the erore slept on board. 

December 4.-We set ail at four in the morning ith a very plea

sant breeze, and b fo e night the land was com 1 tely ou of i h . 

T e Pant! er had been considered as a bad sailer, and we were led 

to up s that th ss ye would constantly ee ahead; e h 

ever found the contrary, with a fair . d. The Pauther sailed toler-

ably w II, and we wer~ obliged to rten s il for teA sayee 

De~emb r 6.-1 thi d yexperienced the d Ie e 'ous effect of a 

land breeze in Bombay har U. I had unfortunately forgotten on 

the nigh of the d that I as within it reach, ~d the ort-

ole of my cal5in had b en eft 0 en: in consequence of which a 

severe attaGk f fever arne 0 his oay, but 1 hot t a cold fit : 
and, t a, hicl:~ i enerally prescribed as c tain curc, 

loped I shouldnot uffi r long. It' impos ibJe to have finer eath r 

.. ban w 1 ft Bombay. h .E. monsoon is 

Lly c II oon; the Assaye seem d t 



this day saw th ~rab shore. It was the high land of Ki seen, dis

tant about eighteen miles. A there 

rec cd to stop at Aden, and enquire if r. ere, a cir

cumstance by no means impo sible; and if was, to t>ring him up 

with him. We made sail in the "ening. . 

December 19.-We coasted ala ith peasant land and sea 

breezes; p sed Aden early in the morning of the 18th; throll h 

th Straits f Bab-el..,mandeb, with a s,tiff gale om the S. E. during 

t e same night; an at ven anchored considerably to the north
ard of the north fort of Mocha. It blew so heavy a gale that we 

were not able to mak h roads. The Panthel' was extremely rank, 

and tot Iy unable to make any wa when close t the nd. This 

re compen ated for by our discov ring that, 

e s ell ry rea she rode well at anchor, easier in-

deed dian any vessel I ever ~s· Besides, she was very omfort

able. dre little ater. and ent well before a ihd. She liad how

.- ry considerable heel to starboard, that was much ag' t 

us, nd for which we could not accou It will hardly be believe , 

t t' I ported ready sea, t ere was not a 8i 

, and were daily in the habit of 

hO, in cons·eQ4jleoloe 

&a, had been naxded .· ~Imi'riln 



s we approached. and 

o fr(> Salem, and one Crom Baltimore. 

sam 111" ng the hole day. 
DeGe b .2.--- t s 11 blew too fresh to go on shQre. 



uest, in my 11afn ,permi!Jsion 

ervan and interpreter to accompan me up h ed Sea. 

cern r 22.- arty in the ming r. It returned, and 

r. ringle, in an American cu r. Mr. Salt had, ac

cordin to y quest,' the Dola, h had d with the 

utmost politeness, not only pe ttting the s rva t I appli for to 
< 

accompany me, but a 0 givi g me leav 0 hire anyone I pleased 

for an interpreter. He at he sa time assured Mr. Salt, that he 

ly nee ned he as DOt properly acquainted with my 
ocha, in COD equence 0 icb he did 

not pay me the requisite attention, but tha now, if I cho to land, 

his horse and people s uld me me; and, jf! visited hi ,I hould 

be saluted with four guns on my arrival and 0 y 1 avi him. 

I as ot a little astoni at this ridiculous chart in hi be· 

i r, b . g certain tha he was perfectly informed of every 

pecti g me, before I landed from the 



mericans 'who were on shore met us . ho the to D t a did 

D age and many others; at the gate the DoJa's horses and tom

tom were wai ' ,w' ch preceded m" ith their inee sant din to 

his house. I was permitted to ride to the steps of t e door, a ery 

unusual concfescellsio t the prese t day, though formerly it as 

allowed to all Europeans who isited the Dola. It was the fast of 

Ramadan, when the Arabs eat Doth' from die ri iog the sun to 

the sett' g; to ma whi h as ca y as pds ible, they turn ni t into 
• 

day, carousing during the whol of the forme and dedicating the 

latter to sleep. The DoIa was not aw so that could not 

receive me, anc was kept aiting a few minutes; however, to 

compensate thi neglect, be rose up to ay his compliments t 

of the gentle n my party, ho ere successively pre ented to 

him. The u u 1 compliments passed. Rose at was prescote • 



e trem ly civil; but, to ard be end of tlI cOnver ation, ob

ed that old cu foms ought to be kept u. i ~ajd if they were 

ood one , certainl y • but if ad, the 'oG>ner they ere altered the 

etter. This 1 knew had efere.nce to th old di pnte about the 
as determined not to permit 

. o)j rvation to pa s unnoticed. The Dola sent me a number 

Ofsbeep. 
December ~4.- We ired a do for t tee hundred dollars to 

go the orage to .bove Suakin . . I paid the 1a 



carpenters to repair our capstern. ~he wind rendered all commu

nication wit the vessel e tretnely difficult. We spent a very 

pleasant Christmas day at the factory, eing fourteeI:t i number 

alar e party f white f ces for 0 di t t a part' of the glope. 

Decemb r 26 .-Our dow met rith an c ident in bing la nched, 
• 

in c~ns uenc of wh' ch we wer still. delayed. We therefore 

determined to send off Mr. a fi ld in the As aye direct to a .. 

sowah~ with letters for the ay', informing h' m of my intention to 

visit him, nd requesting that two pilots might be pr red to 

conduct the ship to Su.akin, a suring him that the two hundred 

dolla hould be paid for them, being th price h had p ev!ously 

demanded. M ax eId had instruction to meet us at Dhalac, 

w h r e inj; ded to ateI'. I wrote at the same time to the 

Banial1 r to de ire he ould expedite the procur.ing of the p·lots. 

December SO.-Mr. a field ailed on the 27th; b t there wa 

o much sea that he parted his cable, and left hi anchor behind 

him, nor have we been able to recover it. The wind this day 

mu h more moderate, and th swell less. W lived very plea antly . 

at t e ctory: all the meers that could . spared com!' ng on 

hOl'e~ the Amerl ans e erted themselves to please and 
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aqueda of the dow. He ask d one hundred and 6ft dollars for 

the trip, and I gave t.hem t<> him, lest there should be aqy d lay at 

Ma owah~ It r ndered u completely independent of the arib. 

On th evening of the 30th I visited the Dola, to reque t the g te$ 
, I 

mi ht be opened fOT me at our o'clock in the morning, that J might 

be e b fore the ind freshened. H s id it cou d not be, and 

began to argue about it. I was very angry, and told him, that if he 

had not offered it, I should never have made tIle application. He 
-

wanted me to go out at tbe sally por~t which I positively relused, and 

de ired that the servants might be turned out of the room .that we 

mi ht speak in private. This as done; and Mr. Pringle pointedly 

reprobat d his caprice about the gates. He then said th y hould 

be open. 

e had now a very singular political conversation of about t,wo 

bonr. It be an by his observina that old cu toms 81 ould b pre~ 

rved. This I denied, and said they ought to change with the 

times: that in India we had be<;ome a ters by the will of God, 

and that many customs existed b fore that period, which mu t now 

be laid a ide. He replied, " I know very w lL that is the case in 

India;"' but what do you English mean to do with emen?' I re

plied laughing," nothing, but to get as much coffee fr m it as ve 

ca ." He said, he b Ii ved we were all Wahab es. I told him I 

kne but one Wahabee, and that as Sidi Mohammed AkU. He 

laughed, and asked how I knew him to e one. t replied, he told 

e o. 
lIe now asked Mr. Pringle' permission ,q-say som thing to me, 

hich being of course granted, he beg~ll a r uJat complaint 

ainst th gentleman;" that ithout his kno ledg 'he had 
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written to tlie Shetiffe of bou Arish, who was making ar against 

toe Imaum, ana taking his country from him." The fact certainly 

so; but it was merely commercial, respecting coffee to be 
• 

purchased at Loheia. Thi I represented; but he seemed by no 

, mea atisn. I assured hitn,in the most 01 mn manner, that r 
knew it (\ the determination of the Bombay Government not to 

• 
assist the Wahabees against the Imaum of Sa ; and that ad 

such ,been their in ention, -they would have sent a direct intim -

tion, and not through the medium of Mr. Pringle, who wa only a 

civil servant employed for the purposes of trade. He could not, 

for some time, be convinced. He said: " Why was not the letter 

shewn~" nd asked me explicitly. if the carrying on such a cor· 

respondence was not criminal. I replied, that if Mr. Pringle wrote 

to any enemy or'tlie Imaum, in a way that could be iItiurio~s to 

that Prince, · hile Jiving under hi protection, he would certalllty 

act criminally, and de erve to be punished; but if it was -merely 

about coffee, he mu t not blame Mr. Pringle, but that Providence 

which had placed the coffee country under the control of the 

Sheriffe; that here the articles were to be had, there the merchant 

would o. He said it h~d nev r been 0, and that the imaum 

would not permit coffee to be exported from Loheia. I asked how 

he would hinder it. He laughed, and aid," well, if you afe de· 

termined, Y0ll; (!lust send ships t Loheia, but the Itnaum will not 

)e ellql1: red \fllere th Assaye as gon~, and here I was going. 

I told him, to M ss<.ah, a he m'ght n by the pilots I h d 

hired. e wa evidently uneasy, and und an impre ion that I 

bad some hostile intentiOll$. 1 ain rep ated all I had aid; and 
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add d, that had I reoeived allY ' instruction from Indi inimical to 

him, I hould have proceeded it" ctly to Loheia, and ot vi hed 

him' and drank coffte, itb him. He at length 'declared h ' was 

satisfied, and that I had removed a 1 avy 10 d frQ . hi mind. 

my leave, I r qpested to put hi hand 

illto Mr. Pringle's, to whi h h consent d; and I left them profe '. . . 
sodly friends. He conducted in the whole lellgth of the room quite 

to the door, a complitnent he never before paid to anyone. 
The whole convelsati u gave me a much better 0 ipion of his 

understanding than I ad before. I He certain.ly had reaso,Q for hi 

alarms; and the manner in which he pu hed forward the enquiry 

as decorous, et able. The Wahabees ~re assemblin a very i~rge 

force at Lo eia and Hodeida. They have collected the revenue of 

Beit il- akih and the surrounding country, an.d bav~ sent to Mocha 

to say'they will be there as soon as Ramadal i over. They have 

many friends in the town, and I ee nothing that can resist them. 

To add to ,th Dola's a~armSt I arrived i a ve el, hich. instead 

of anchoring in tl)e road near II e fort k~pt aloof to the nor~h ; 

.and instead of landing, I only sent off letter to the Residen . 0 

his fears, therefore, I attribute his clVility; f\ d in this idea I am 

confirmed by Nathaniel Pierce, one of th men wbQ, from fear of 

Ca in K ys, ran a ay from th An el pe, an ( e Mu suI

, applied to 



woukl return with th m, He f ~uently asked Pierce jf I was as 

great a man as ir HOllJe Popham a d whether he tbought I should 

(:ome ack. Pierce as ur hi I should not· y t here I was, at the 

moment the Wahabee were expected. 

I confess I felt ver gr at pleasure in depriving the Dola of this 

man at so critical a moment. AU th old renegadoes had gone off 

. wi~h a party' of fifty; Turks belong'ng to claws, who marched them 

down to the pier in the middle of the day; and the Dola's askari 

dared nat attempt to prevent th m. They became Wahabees, and 

are naw at Loheia, r ady to march against Mocha, every foot of 

which they are p~rfectly: acq inted with. They know tlie proper 

plaee for tho aU ck, and e.v n sent word to Pierce not to be near 

the middle for a tbey should enter there. Thi m~y be done with 

the utmost facility, as the ports are only a few feet from the rOUlld. 

The Dola is so much alarm d that on abo1)t De hundred Waha

b ~ coming t 0,0 of the gates, and offi ring to inli t ith him,. he 

ave thetn a dQllar each, and sent them a ~y; afraid to tak them, 

and yet afraid to r fu It ising lar, that the very act of procur

ing con crts, on :which the Dola so much prjded himself, should 

iJ 



ohri as an interpreter. He speaks bu in

diB;ere t Moors' howev f, he writes rabic; arid a be bas been 

in the s rvice of Mr. Pringle, ought to be more worthy of trust than 

a comlDOn ervaM. 

january 2.-Early in the mornin our litt! dow wa along side 

o us, and w received from tbe shore oqr 1 st stock of vegetables. 

At eight we w 'ghed al)chor and steer d for tl e Aroe Islands, s~ 

call d in the charts, but probably a corruption of Jibbel A rish, the 

name of th largest island. W had a very tiff bree.ze, and a strong 

ourrent to the northward~ The weIll ssened as we approached the 

African shore. This W4!rS the cas during OUf last voyage, arid it was 

atisfactoty to find it the same at this season. Our vessel was so 

crank that e ere obliged to carry only close·ree£ d topsails on the 

cap! We pas ed between the white rocks, which the pilot c lled 

the Children of ~rish, and tbe islands as on our return from Mas

sowah, and were extr tne surprised to find how incorrectly they 

ere laid do 11 in Sir Home Popham's chart of the Red a; tqe 

Great Aroe havin been left out,>vhiIe th~ others were none of them , 
in t.heir true position. Captain COllrt pressed his surpris , that 

Mr. Maxfield had been able to iax the pla<?es down so accurately in ,. 

his chart, from the little assistanc he received. wen close to " 

Rackmab. an UpQn the c dit of Mr. axfield's ch rt, ailed all 

~~M. d 
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w ather more modetate, itb a. sm th s a. We found th t our dow 

had left us in the hight, having prooably run in shore for shelter. 

We coasted along, g ing a near tHe shore a po sible. Captain 

Court was indefatigable" in taking bearin s . . We did not think it 

said to pas between Pilot' Island and t e African shore in the 

dark, and t erefore in the eve1'lin came to an anchor in t n fathom, 
. ~ 

under sh lter of a small island calleel Adjuice, a little 0 th north 

,of Howakil. There were several fishing boats, and orne do :vs, 

which ran away on our approach. Our pilot seem~d well ac

quainted with the coast, and as on the whole a much more intelli

gent man: than the one we had in the Antelope. e expr sed great 

astonishment during the day at our knowing the names of the cape 

and islands. The weather was warmer. I had an attack of fever. 

Janua y 4.-1n the morning one of dows ca e along ide. 

They were only fishing, and belon ed to th ea 'tern coast of 

Arabia. They said that the island, though inb bited, had no 

water; but that there wa some on themail lari.d behind Ho aki1. 

The former part of this accou t was certainly true at this time, a 

they begged some water from us, which e wiWngty gave t em; 

but it i impossible to suppo ~ that thi can e a ay th case, or th 

inhabitants would remo e to the main land. Don Juan de Castro, 

who ancboreij here in 1540, with the Portu ue Heet under Do 

Stefano de Gama, says that there a w ter 011 the great island, 

called from its figure Whale Island, by hich he undoubtedly 

meant owa ~l. Tl Y describe th Bay as not dee nor fit for large 

v Is, baving au entrance for clows atthe southern treroity. s 

I con idered this as probabl e Opsian Bay of the riplus, 1 had 

aJfield direc 0 



e sailed at daywbreak. Ou pit t 0 us without Pilot's I land, 

thrau h a ew and good channel, but no sQundin s. We had 

bafHing wind ·as w approaohed DhaJac, and id not get to an 

anchor tin d rk. We were nea 1 in, the old Spotr Our friend the 

Dola came off 0 his catamaran, aDd was r~j ioed to s ' e u. . W 0 

told i we mune for wale ,He id c should 1 ave it, and every 
. r 

thing el we 1 hedfor. He received a present of tobacco and ric : 

the people all want sOJl}e 0 the latter. There has een 110 ail 

inee I as bere, and tbe island i nearly burnt p. Many of their 

cat Ie and goats ~V6 died in oonsequ nee. 1t w.as determined that 

Ca ain Court should 0 on hore to settle ev ry thing to-morrow. 

Durin th night we had a fresh gale from· south: 

lanu 13 -OIl the 5th I had a st ere attack f fever, 

which t eft' at ni h . took James's 'po der, hich I thought 

UeotMCl i. On tJie 7th I was uhwell in the mOrtling, but the 

• powder prevented a regular fit. I too~ two grains 0 calomel 

night and Blaming, wh' h gradually ecovered m, hougti till L<J 

day could dly call m if ell. Captain Court, Mr. Salt, and 
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The situatioll of the ship made it absolutely necessar 0 exa

mine the state of the hold. We found that he had not sufficient 

ballast by several tons; that all the fire-wood h1d been placed , 
under the ground tier of water-barrels, thereby raisi g the centre 

of .gravity a ove a foot; and that the cask whic11 w re sent on 

board as new, had leaked out nearly the whole of their content, . 
being made of old worm·eaten shi timber; another instance of 

the neglect in ' every department of the marine at Bombay. Would 

an~ one believe that these vessels were received into tore as 

new, and iss,:!ed again as nch! Every thing as removed, and 

new stowed The water was put at the bottom, and e took in 

six hundred and eighty - seven s~ins full. The As aye received 

two ~ubdred and eighteen. The water on the island near 0-

khara was exhausted the econd y; the re t was procured from the 

wells on phalac, near the doom-trees, where r. alt forme~ly 

landed. ' When they shaH have been nlOre accus oO)ed to wate 

ships, it will be to be had mare e peditiously. After t.h 6lh the 

wind from the S. changed to light variable airs, with a land and 

sea bre ze. When it blew freshest there was 00 well, nor can 
• 

there be, a pn every side, at thirty miles, this anchorage is land. 

locked. The ground j mud and sand, without coral. 

On the 6th Mr. Maxfie d as in sight, and late ,at night anchored 

clos to \)8. On the 7 th he came on board with a letter from th 

man to PJ"O()U 

Dhalac, whom I seut 011' imme . 



Mr. Ma ,field informed me, that on leaving Mocha road he had 

not be n hI to ather the Aro I lands, but had en carried to 

th north ard by the tr n h of the current, wher be had found 

a . r e pa s g , which i laid do n in Ith chart. Agreeably to the 

ins ructions h had received, h stee ed for owakil, and came to 

an anchor among the SarDo Z gbir IslandsJ forming a very safe bay, 

which he named As aye Bay.. He attempted to enter th harbour 

behind 0 a iI, but was driven back by a very strong current, 

which e could not stem with his eeps, a the md was adver e. 

The only passage that appeared practicable wa extremely natrow, . 
and ha t 0 shoals extending from the points of entrance. The na

tive's aceo nt, that it i pass ble anI for do s, seem therefore to 

e tru ; and Howaldl B y can be an obj t of curiosi y only to 

ascert in whether the OJ>siah 5t is' fbund in it; for I think the 

description of the Periplus so exactly accords with what e have 

een. that there oan P no doubt of its eing th Opsian B'o/. 
Th vast acc.umulation of 5~d, that existed in tI time of the 

Egyptian tra eller, is now become a cluster of low sandy islands, 

nearly level with the sea, w i are designated in the chart.as the 
• 

Arenah Island ; and the bay itself mosi admirably :an wer the de· 

ipti 0 ~_1'O'; for it is the deepest on th whole western 

coast f the Red Sea. xcept 1 Bay in lat. ~.. hich cannot, from 

Its po -ti ,be the one described. he dif?tance from Aduli to the 



This is, in fact, the real distance from the Arenah i lands to the sea 

shore near Massowah; at t enty stadia, or about a mile and a half, 

from which, stood the town of Aduli. It is highly improbable, in 

stating the distaQce betw en this town apd the bay, that the au

thor should have meant to carry his admeasurement to th cape at 

the farther ~xtremity, in$tead of the one at the entrance; y tOr. 

Vincent Aas been obliged to mea ure the distance to Cape Sarbo in 

order to make it seventy-five mile$, which is still short of the eight 

hundred stadia mentioned in the Peripluso Thi difficulty, as well 

as many others that still encumber the work, may be removed, by 

supposing that the Egyptian stadium was the one m ant by the 

author; and nothing seems to me more rational than the idea, that 

an Egyptian merchallt sailing from Egypt woul use the' stadium 

of that country. It is, however, ith the greatest hesitation that I 
• 

venture to differ from Dr. Vincent, who e perfect knowledge and 

laborious investigation of ancient geography, entitle him to the 

highest deference in every point connected with it. 

During Mr. Maxfield' stay at Massowah, the ayib had given a 
very strong proof of his friendly T gard: two of the lascars belong

ing to the As aye ran a ay from the yes eI, but were caught by 

some Arabs, belonging (0 a dow, before they could reach the shore, 

and carried before th a', who immediat Iy eut them to Mr. 
Ma fi ld, with a request that they might not be punished, which 

was promised and faithfully performed. The evils th attend the 

trading with Mocha from the Arab spirit of. p l,ting. ill not 

th refore be extended a Ma owab. On the 8th, another comp o. 

mentary 1 Her arrived from tb 



I dispat hed the <low with her people to Valentia I land to look 

for sh 11 , and employed my servant and another Europe n in the 

same pur uit. Th y procured a few fine specimens of Cypn:a, but 

the olh rs that th y brought were of little value. 

I sent AlIi Nohri OA shore to procure sheep: he brought off 

twenty oats, for which he sa.jd they demaqded fourteen dollars; , 
and if I did not Ii e them at that price, I must send them back. 

Astonished at conduct ·50 different from what I bad before expe· 

rienced, I instantly qid 80, being c~nvinced that it was a contriv

ance of this rascally Arab, who wanted to purchase every thing 

here, as he did at .Mocha, and have cent. per cent. profit. I was 

convinced of his knavery by anothf:r incident. The dow brought 

a heifer to seU, .and asked four dollats: we object d, and they 

would have taken three; but AlIi Nohri prevented them by saying 

ID Arabic, it was cheap at four: this they afterwards owned to my 

rvant ant\ Pierce. 

J~uanY 1~"':Captain Court, Mr. Salt, and the party, all returned, 

hJving surveyed the southern and eas'e~n parts of the island. Mr. 

Salt IQade the tpllow~ng rewrt of thei proceeding during their 
~ 
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Frittilaria, of which specimens were ent on board, and also a 

small knotty root of a species .of grass of an aromatic flavour, which 

is eaten by the natives. We were obliged to wait till twelve, vhen 

Captain Court took the meridian altitude, and also a set of bear

ings. This is a more convenient place for a vessel to water at than 

Nokhara, as the water is near tbe shore, and it is well marked by the 

doom-trees. At the wells wa a small flock of sheep, ten or twel~e 

in number. The date trees seem d not to have thriven since we were 

here, yet the soil is far better than at Mocha: a flight of small birds, 

not unlike averdavats, came and settled among their branches; and 

two vultures, of different species, that had fled, like ourselves, for 

shelter from the wind and sun, remained stationary under their 

shade. The number of goats that we thi day met with is worthy 

of observation, considering that there was scarcely a blade of grass 

to be seen; but the mimosa, that braves the most burning heat, 

seems to afford sufficient nourishment to these, as well as to the 

camels that roam at large about the island. The as es at length 

arrived, and were more steady than usual; b t the ride .vas Ull

pleasant from the heat of the sun, and the force of the wind . 
• 

" After passing by the salt marsh, we stopped a few minutes, and 

endeavoured to procure milk or water, at a place where I had for

rnerI y obtained both, but in vain. We went up to the building where 

I had before been requested'not to go, and found that it wa only a 

shelter for their kids. On our arrival at Dhalac-el-Kibeer, we ex

perienceo a most welcome reception from the inhabitants, My friend 

the pri t, who was acc.ing as Dola when I was here with Mr. Max

field, now presented to me the real DQla, a venerable old man, ho 

had then been confined by indisposition. I was glad to see that they 
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had not forgotten me, and that they expressed pleamre at our ar

rival. Captain Court m de an observation, and after the sun bad set 

we took a shott alk, and then laid ourselves down, well satisfied, 

on the humble couches prepared. for us. Thermometer at Dhalac 

SOO tn the morning, 87· a noon. 

H Janua 8.- t breakfast we set out with all our imple-
. ~ 

ments o( surve~, and, hile the t 0 Europeans were measuring 

a base from Sheik Abou-el-Heimen·s tomb, made a circuit to the 

southward to examine the (ank. ~e found twelve, all nearly of 

e same construction, though some were much larger than others, 

and on was uncovered a d square. Captain Court thought the 

1argest would hold one hundred and fifty ton. They were cut out 

of the solid rock, and cbunamed, but not lined with tone. Thence 

e went round tD the emi mee, which Captain Court had fixed 

upo for the other e treme or lil base, at about a mile from the 

mausoleum. While he was engaged in taking bearings, I rode off 

to the ]>pint noD4;C I had before seen the Antelope, but wandered 
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already past that hour, and we had not nearly finished (Jur obser

vations; so we dined ,at two; at halfpast three Captain Court took 

sights, and at four went down to the mausoleum, to take a set 

of bearings from its summit, while in the mean time I examined 

the inside, in the centre of which was the tomb, covered by two 

pieces of coloured Indian chintz spread 011 a wooden frame. We 

extended our walk, by going round to the southern mosque, ill 

which is a rough inscription. The architecture i tolerably regular, 

and the arch of the dome well formed. e then looked into fiv 
more cisterns, one of which differed from all the others, in having 

the roof supported by five pillars, though it was not so large as 

some ve had seen in thC1 morning. Its dimensions, which were 

taken by a roan whom we let down by the IQg-line, were as follows .; 

its longest diameter twenty-four feet, its shortest twenty-two; the 

pillars six feet in circumferenc and six feet distant from each other, 

but at unequal distances from the wall, some two feet, some four 

feet; they were somewhat thicker at top, b . had no regular 

capitals. The depth of the ta k was thirteen feet, nd the whole was 

covered with chunam. The birds seen this day wer white-breasted 

crows, vultures, kites, pe icans, small birds of the spalTow ' kind, 

water-wagtails, the abou hannes of Bruce, and which is called so by 

the natives here, ring-doves, and a bird of an iron-brown colour, 

about the size of a pigeon. Thermometer as yesterday. . 

January 9.-We departed early in the morning from. Dhalac-el

Kibeer, having procured asses for all our people, and Canlels for .the 

b e. On parting ,!e gave a piece of blue cloth to the Sheik

el-Belled, a dollar to Abou-el-Heimen', f~b, and another to -ny 

Iri d: the Sheik of the d d*ributed some tobacco to 
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the people who had assisted us in our excursions. As there was 

scare Ir a b' eath of air, the heat was intolerably oppressive. The 

road lay at first south-easterly, over a stony plain, on which not a 

bJade ()f gras was di cernible After plarching about tnr e miles, 

a large bird, that wa pas ing to the left, induced us to top until 

the musquets were brought up; it was of a brown colour, and ap-
t • 

peared not unlike a ca sowary; the ~eople said it was good to eat; 

011 firing at it, it ran away, e, panding its' wings, but did ndt at

tempt to fly. Soon aft .. we had recommenced our march, the 

road began to incline about N. E. by E. over a low sandy plain, 

about half a mile wide, and nearly four miles in extent, with 

ridges of rock on either side, that gave it somewhat the appear

ance of a river's bed. The rock 011 the left rise into a remarkable 

cliff, not les , I imagine, than thirty feet above the plain j the 

strata lie hori;wntally, and are so regulat' that, when near us, it 

rese~bled the walls of an ancient ca tIe. 

" At a little befi re tweI ve we turned off th plain, and ascended 

the rocky groun to the right; when our guides pointed out to 

us the village of Gerbeschid, ·about a mile in front, which was 

easily'distinguished, (as are all other villages or towns on the island,) 

by the doom-trees rising above the Mimosas, with which this part 

of the island more particularly abounds. We reached it soon after 

twelve, and took possessjon of a tenement; in every respect like 

bat we had at Nokbara and Dhalac. From the last place Gerbe

scbid is by the road about nine miles distant. It is a most wretched 

assemblage of about twenty huts. and is d~stant tbree miles from 

the sea. It is difficult to conceive how its inb~b~ts manage to 

d ght bas killed gr t part of. 



heIr goats, on SUppOl t, a con-

siderable quantity of c ese being annually e ported from this 

place to Loheia. The putrid catcases of the dead goats still lie 

around the town in err diTection, and!tetld forth most pestilential 

efBnvia'. The few that urvive are too ill fed to give milk, and too 

n ~o am d. substant' I nourishme t if kill d, so that these poor 

people are obligea to liv almost entirely, upon h, of which there 

is also but a scanty supply; their water, which is drawn from 

wells, is indeed toItrably good, but very muddy. During t e most 

fav urable seasons, thIS place produces few even of the necessaries 

o life; the additional depri ation herefore more sever~ felt 

than it would be, probably, in most parts Of the globe . 

.. Captain ourt too ob rvations for the latitude, and a lunar 

obse ation for th longitude; and after dinner walked towards 

the sea in an e terl direction. Hence the land is seen at a very 

considerable distance to the outh, forming a creek or bay, which 

Captain Court afte ds a ccrtained to be a pa of the main land 

of Dhalac. J earned from die Sheik-el-Bel 

d on our return. He 
d lost between 

e but eight weIll', 

1i00e to Ras 



haa all ready for departure, but were detain .d t much again tour 

inclinations, by the loss of a bun h of ke ,for which we ransacked 

th hou e and baggage iu vain: it was past seven, when finding, 

prob~bly, that ere d termined not to go ithout them, a boy 

belonging to the illage brought them to u , pretend iog that he 

had found them on the road. The track this day led ?ver a ;plain, 

quite level but 'not so stony a on the west side of the island. 

The wind was blowing Ii ht from the N. W. The direction of our 

march lay to the N. ~. on ou setting out; the sea was three miles 

distant on ou,r right, and about two miles out lay the island of 

rwee, its extrem~ bearing from . E. to east. Oil it northern 

extremity are two t on the edge of the water, which appeared, 

at the distance w.e t like rocks. e continued a direct course 

for --about t 0 miles and a If, when we saw the high tr es about 

Dobelew, bearing from us que north; we could !ikewise just dis-

inguish to our right on the horizon the jslan of Dalcoos. We 

soon aft passed our left a mi8erable kind. of edifice. which they 

called Sheik Oth .lan's tomb. T (;()untry here ade some sligbt 

approach tOWGirdt vegetaWon. observed a few ees of a different 
• 

pecies of mimosa from lia we had hitherto u also a pa· 

rasitical plant ent ining round i nnches. We . rrived at Do

be wat DlDe, and ..computed i e four miles a alf from 
to be toll as Jarge as Dhalac-el-Kibeert 

t ends, and t 0 smaller ones 



compensate for their rudeness, turned a family out of the ne t ha .. 

bitation, and gay it to us for a cook·room. 'Vhis was, however, after 

having been se rely reprimanded by the ayib's servant, who had 

evidently releived very strict orders to provide for OU1' ac(;ommo· 

dation: he had throughout been of the greate t use Lo us, and had 

unifo~ly Raid aU ntion to all our wishes. There wag no milk to 

be procured here. but. we got a kid, 

three fowls. 
" Tb etHer wa so cloudy, tba the sun was not vi ibIe at 

twe . ' but C~ptai Court afte . ar t~k a double altitude, to 

a c rtain the latitude. In the evening he went and measured a base 

from the north- ' estern osque to a goat-sh d half a mile di t; 

and at the latter station took a set of bearings, having in sight the 
isla!1ds of lrwee, Oalcoo , and Said Sezan, and, to t e we t, til iI· 

lage of Saied~el·Ait. We used our utmo t end 3vOUrs to procure a 
boat to go over to Irw e, but in vain. We were informed that th re 

is only mall village OD the' land, vi ited by fe fishermen Oil 



DHALAC. 

but the fe that they were able to procure were of little value. 

I urg th id to end out orne of the fishennen on th arne pur

suit, and promi ed to pay them handsomely; b~lf the inhabitants 

of thi village seemed to be as idle a they were poor, and in con

sequence nothing could be cone. 
H January 11.-Wet out on our proposed expedjtion a~ half 

past six, marching in a direct lin for Jissoom, which bore from u 

N. 85° E. We ha<l adva~ about three miles, when we came to a 

creek of salt water that crossed our road at right angles, whi h we 

passed over, the water being hallow. As we proceeded, a herd of 

deer galloped by us on our ri ht, at no great distance. Having 

eached J issoom, Captain Court fixed his theodolite, and too the 

b~arings of all the islands, and rincipal objects around us, as fol

lows, Dobelew from .31· • tp . ~7° We t. Irwee from S. sr,i . 
E. to S. S· W. SaielArabie S. 6.(0 E. Dalcoos from S. 86° E. to N. 

86t E. Saiel Sezan from .59- E. to N. 5~t E. a distant island from 

N. 55 ° to N. 45 OlE' alhedeia N. ~ 1 Of E. Delgamrnon or Derghiman. 
of hich there ar two, Kibeer and Zegl1ir from N. 1ge E. to N. so· 
W. Saiel-el~A' the village we had before seen, • 7 gO w.:. We 

found e that thO edc we had passed completely insillates J lssoom 

hill, and the 10 la04 around it, forming nearly a circular island 

\lmfer nee. On the point of Dhcdac bearing 

cd All rouqd qs there appeared 

~,_'l'I'r.:e: could reach. 
di , e back to the 

Tho~~~J 
'-MIIU&.aIIU Co 
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m que, measured a bas to the water' edge, in a line . th the 

northern poin f Ir ce. He found the space between Ras-el

Shoel and Irwee, which fonns hat Bruce calls the harbour of 

Dobelew, filled t1p with sandy hoals, and small islets, excepting 

close to Irwee, where there appears to be a channel sufficiently 

deep f9r boa.t of small burthen. Hence t e south-end of lrwee 

makes in one, and seems almo t connected, wi h the main ' land of 

Dhalac. Seied-el-Arab;e and Seied.el-Sezan ere both in sight, 

bot, from some particular effect in the atmosphere, they ere not 

able to distinguish Dalcoos. As fa a this chain of islands e ends 

. outwards Captain Court is satisfied tbat the water is hoaJIy, and 

that no v el would be safe in attempting a passage within them, 

exeep't small craft; and it is only a few days ago that two dows ere 
lost on the outside oflrwee, driven in by stress of weather. During 

Captain Court's ab enee I endeavoured to get as much information 

as possible concerning the place, and, for this purp , one of the 

eld r inhabitant, ho had spent his life in pilot g vessels to and 

fro, ~s bl'O\lght to me by the ayib's man. H~ onfirmed to me 
tlie names of a1 die islands e had seen in the irlorning, hich , 
agree most pe ~ctly with hat Bruce has calJed them. He re-
~:'OlI· ed isl, . e cepting two, m ntioned by Bruce, as 
No td h froni tb bdel Gaffar' tomb, however, they 

Antalou, where is 

----ed by Bruce. They 
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er 0 rain fell, which obliged us to remove our cot l on which 

had hitherto slept in th,e op ai, into the h e for shelter; 

but he coverin of these bah'tat' j 0 little adapted for keeping 

out the inclemency of the rainy e 6 ,that e ld ' nOl find even 

one" snug' corner:" C ptain Court ent out t ~a n of day, and 

took a et of b arings from t e top of the northern mosqu~. Tl e 

ater, whie we thi morning procured, was filled with so thick a 

sediment, tbdt w were ohliged f giv up oUr tea. The well it elf 

we found, on mca uring. it, to be seven fathom dee ,and vith only 

th ee feet water. This is, I thi k, the most it hbspitabl place we 

ha evisited. The men were by no means obliging, and seemed to be 

j aIous, or the women were extremely shy, for they evidently kept 

out of our way a much as po8!ible. The character of the people is 
probably, in DO all , alFected by their intercourse with 

Arabia. The 'a: turtle as ying in the yard, about two feet 

d a ha dia,met r; they speak of them a being very common; 

by. a small P:t-ece of the hell which remained, it appeared to be of 
tbac speci t yields he true tortoise shell. The stench of 

(lead goats 5 a unp e t to us here, as at Gerbesohid. There 
'i 

t the other villages, beside& many other 

.~~" ... itted this miserable place. Captain 

*.Dfij*, ~QA.'t;earings, and found Gerbeschid 
1fa_.~.iII~:1i_r:1olila and a h t fJ1 

aDdw~'.jm...,· 
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connect the line of bearings: but, after ~ounting walls and houses 

ill vain, we almost despaired of success, the situation of this 

village being extremely low, and no rising ground in the neigh

bourhood. At last, we resorted to the old expedient of ascending 

to the top of the mosque, an indignity which we found might pe 

always.compen ated by the gift of a dollar, and here, after pilinrr a 
" , 

triple story of couches, one upon the other, which were procure<l 

. from t.he owner of the adjacent hou~, we gained, most fortunately, 

a good bearing of a goat-shed, whence Captain Court had taken 

his last, bearings. Hence we likewise saw the cliff, and the high 

land of the Abyssinian cOast, somewhere near Hurtoo. The day 

was unluckily too cloudy to get any solar observation, which made 

it . the ,more important that we should get a point of bearing 

between Gerbeschid and Dhalac el-Kibeer; we therefore de~ermined 
, 

to wait until morning, and proceed at day-light, when we ex-

pected to attain our object, by mounting the cliff. I learned to day, 

that there were at this time even teen trankies, rom near Muscat, 

looking out among the island for pearl tortoi- -shell, wood, or 

indeed whatever they could pick up; many ot these we sa 

lying off the coast in diffi rent dire<:tioDB. Thermometer 8!t:t, 

"January IS.-Left Gerbeschid at half past seven, and reached 

lbc cliff in about half an hour, having more pirited asses than 

usual, We computed the distance to be t 0 mil s and aD half. 

Leaving our animals at the bottom, e a.;e.nded to the 'best 

. ch stand the t 0 trees, hidt were set from Gemc:a;.. 

-l"WWOooi two 

r~~that 



asm , that appeared almost the work of art. The view.from 

op fully an wered our e pectation, and discov.ered to' us, 

som what unexpectedly, a sight of the Panther, an object m !it par

ticularly intere ting to ou purposes, it appeare over th point of 

DhaIac, nearest to okhara, on the opposite ide of a large alt

water lake, which was distant about three quarter of a mile, and 
• I. 

which apparently is deep eno,:!gh for the largest vessels. We could 

also just distinguish one 0 the mausoleums at N?khara, distant 

between six and even miles. We had at the same time in sight, 

Cape arbo, and the i land of Howaldl, the high peak . behind 

Hurtoo, and the village of Gerbeschid. 

" As the surest way of ascertaining the sit s of these objects, . 

Captain Court measured a base of eight hundred paces, and took 

bearings at each end. The land descends, in a sloping line, hence 

to the ke, round wbich is a sandy beach. On coming down we 

observed a few deer, which were very wild, and speedily bounded 

over the rocks ou . of sight. The valley; formed by the cliffs, which 

e pas ed thro a seQOnd time to day, seems by far the richest 

part of the isla d; it is wen sheltered, the soil is good, and there was, 
( 

even still, a little verdure covering the greater part of it. I also 

observed three species of shrubs, different from what I had. before 

noted. It is probable that eveD the small quantity of rain which 

had fallen, occasioned, in a great degree, the more luxuriant ap

pearance of this valley, or it might be the difference of our feelings, 

at the times that we passed through it. Two ~r three species of 

birds, th~ plumage of one of hich was vC;ry beautiful, were seen 

.flying from bQ.h to bush. rrived at Dhalac-el·Kibeer at half 
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" January 14.-At day licr'ht I went with A~dallah and the two 

European to the northern mosque, for the purpose of getting po es

sion of some of the monumental stone, mentioned in my former 

accouQt. The best fini hed inscriptions were engraved on stones, . 

which were too heavy to carry away. I therefore made choice of 

two of the most perfect, carved in different char,wters, that were 

portable, and wrapping them up very carefully, proceeded back 

to our Jodging ,not quite satisfied, I own, with the propriety of 

w lat I was about. OUf proceedings having been observed , by the 

time we reached the hou e a crowd had a sembled, among which 

w re several principal inhabitants. I immediately perceived that 

they were (lcquainted vilh what we had been duino ' and that they 

wished to examine the contents of our bags, which we evaded, and 

got our plunder safe into the yard. The crowd now began to in

crease, and I heard them debating the m Her rather warmly on the 

out ide. Soon aflerwards they came into the yard, in a body, with 

Seied Yusuff and the Nayif,>'s messenger at their" head; there were 

al 0, among tile foremost, the Sheik-el-Belled and the Sheik of the 

mosque. Abdallah being called, they began a m 5t Llment ble 

complaint against our proceedings, said the e stones were sa~red to 

the dead, and that the Na),ib had positively forbidden that any of 

them should be removed. 111e Nayib's man, however, who was 

spokesmall, said nothing as from himself, but premised every 

sentence with, "thu do they infer." The Seic.d Yusuff also (having 

been previ n ly bribed) kept a be oming iJeuce; so I cut the 

matter hort by tellin them, that they might rest aSSL1r d that I 

should do nothing except what the Nayib approved; a I I that I 

should nol think of rguillg with them upon the subject, (whom it 

VOL. U. H H 



did ot at all C(!)l1Cern,) but w uld ettle the matter with their su-

erior, hen we arrived at Mall owah. This, I told tbem, was my de

termination, and forbad Abdallah to interpret another word on the 

subject. The nly fearnow wa j that we should not act any animal 

to oarry them a ay. As soon therefore as tranquillity was a little 

restored, we to k 1 opportunity of making rather a larger present . 
than we had intended, to the two Sheiks, and distributed the re-

mainder of our tob cco among. the . lower order. This completely 

removed t~ 'r scruples, and .h y ' imm diateIy assisted, rno t cor

dially, in r pack.ing the sacred spoils, and in fastening them on the 

atk ofra camel. It was l eleven o'clock before we got away: we 

sa many deer on' th.e road, and, by accident, caught a doe big with 

YOUD , that had been previously ounded. She was large, of a 

light-dun colour, white on the belly and rump, with small black 

horns, hich er circled with rings. Captain Court stopped at the 

wells to take the meridian altitude, and, at half past on , we, re 

welcomed on boa~ the Panther by all onr friends." 

This second tour of Mr. alt through Dhalac, has completely 

proved that a»e account of it, as· given by Mr. Bruce, is in a great 

d grel: false; and leaves it extremely probable, that h n er 

' lauded on the lInd "Th lh e hundved 'and seventy cisterns, all 

hewn out of the olid rock," ha e, after the most minute investiga

ti n, b n r~rluced to less than twenty; and of these not one is to 

be found at Dobele , wh re h asserts, as an eye-witne ," that 

they are eglc( tcd, and open to cver.y sort of an~mal, and half full 

oflh filth that tbey leav there aft r drinkin.g nd washing in t " 

If lh pJan of tl e island of Dhalac, the harbour of Dob I w, a d 

rrounding i lands, as laid down by that e cellent h dtQ. 



gra her Captain Cou t, and now given to tl e public in my chan, 

be compared wjth the description of M Bruce, banlly 0 point of 

l' sembh\Oce will be found bctween the two; aad I tru t tbere wHl , , 

be no doubt in the public mil,d to wllich the credit ought to be 

gn'eu. 

The round hai-bour of Dobelew, with its narrow cntrance, is no 

where di coverable, and the town it elf~ instead of being, a he 

tates, three miles S W. of the harbour,) ,in f; ct , on a parallel 

with the northern . e~lI emily of In-'I'ee, which forms the harbour, 

a d j an island; a circumstance which ought to have' een known 

to him had b ctually been on'the spot. It is not however with 

Captcliu Court only tl at Mr. Bruce differs; hi bearings, as given 

by hjms If, are irreconcilable, and, after several attempts, it w 
• 

found impossible to lay down the i lauds between Jibbel Teir a d 

Dhalac. from his account, which is much to be regretted, a it is 

improbablc that any other ttavcller will venture throu h th ,·sl oals 

on the e lern side of the island, when so mue'l sar r a passage i 

afforded on the we ter11 . . 
The a,ccount gi v '0 by Mr. Bruoe of the animals rinldng 0 t of 

the cisterns, and wa hillg in ~h tn, is evidently untrue, from tbe 

con truction of them,· as described. by Mr. alt, lh y being arched 

over, with a hole in the centre. 

The impudence ascrib~d by Mr. Bruce to th women of Do· 

bele makes me till more doubtful of his having been at that 

place; since it i hardly probable that they would have totally 

eh ged their habits.in a period of thirty year. during hich 

tim it i evident th t their 'poverty had not diminished. 

The errors in Mr. Bruc~s account ofDhalac-el .. Kibeer, its harbou ., 



and the numerous tank on the island, might have been excu ed, 

had he stated the circumstance less po itivdy, and given them 

only a he received them by the report of th inh.abitallts. In Mr. 

Salt's first isit to Dhalac·el- ibeer, h heard from several, that 

there was a tradition among them of three hundred and sixteen 

tank : and this tradili<1ln was ' probably mentioll~d to Mr. Bruce, 

and, if given by him as uch, would"have been ju ti6able. The 

sam observation will hpld good respecting the harbour, which, 

from his journal, j is evirl ·nt h could not have seen, and to which 

h only transfers the information that was given him respecting 

~khara. I can by no means ex [end the same indulgence to his 

account of the islands, and their relative bearings. When a' person 

attempts to give geographical information to the public, it is neces-

ary that hi info at ion should be accurate; and that he should 

not give, as certain,· a single circum tance, of which he ijas 110t 

positively informed him ,If. That Mr. Bruce, on the contrary, ha~ 

erred in many points, and falsified in others, must be clear by a 

comparison of his own bearings w.i,h eac other, and of the whole 

ith the chartr of Captain COUl"t. I feel him to be the less justifiable 

on this 'occasion, a he had it in his . power to give a true account 

of the island, and its dependencie i for his baving been at anchor 

some here near Dobel i proved by his knowledge of the llames 

oCthe numer9us i lands in its vicinity, aud by his having tated 

it latitu e as 150 4,2' ~~". which is within two miles of it true 



during the survey, gave him sever I present , and left a letter, cer

tifying how well he 1 ad behaved. The Nayib·s man demanded the 

m~:mey for the wat r in his master's name, and the forty dollars 

were delivered to him. There had been on thousand skin put on 

board the boats; we paid for the whole, though orne had burst. 

The wat was not quite so good a on our last vi it , which was 

owing to th'e drought. It was, howeve , as good as the best at 

Mocha. 

Janl1ary 15.-By four o'clock it began to blow very fresh f-rom 

the south. It was full moon, a d the tide ro e by the lead liue near 

nine feet. We attempted to get u our anchor, but it came home, 

nd we were obliged to let 0 al)otl er, which brought us up. It 

mo"derated towards evening; and the wind coming round to, the 

eastward, we got under weigh, and in five hou~s, were within 

soundi s. After four hours s il e fired a gu ,a,nd burnt a blue 

light as a si nal to Mr. Ma field, and in half an hour a second, 

which was answered. We stood on till we we met by him in a 

boat. He brought u safe into harbour, about leven, to the great 

astonishment of our pilots. The ea was perfectly mopth as we 

app ac ed the main land. • 

January J6.-0ur anchor dragged in .the ni ht, ~d a strong 

breeze from the N. drov us close to the shoal on he N. E. extremity 

of Masso ah. We had all our anchors out, and the weight of the 

a too hard for them to hiy hold of. 



ndia .Company at Masso ah. H informed me the Nayib wquld 

be h~ppy to see me, and would receive .me at his dUl" 1', but did 

not wish to return the visit on rd the Panther, which, of cou~se, 

did not press. There as SO[Jle mention of lhe political itualjon 

of Mas p C\h, which I cdid n t perfectly under ttlnd. Captain Court 

d din d leaving the ship, our party (her for;e on shore con isted of 

Mr. alt CaptaiI).Rudlan~, Jld myself. The ves~el saluted, as usual, 

and the Nayib fired three gUllS on my lauding: We were reGeived 

p iseI as on my former visit. I I ad similar k 1 ut; Mr. Salt 

one that was old , and tarnished. I went to Abou Yu uff house, 

where everal of the natives paid me vi 't$, whom I treated with 

coffi e aDd we t eats. I was assured of every supply that I wanted. 

January J 1.-Determining in the evenil)g to visit the ayib, I 

or ered two barrels of gunpo Nder to ~e brought 'on shore, one of 

,hieh I se t to him, as a pre ~nt in the name of t.he Bombay 

Government, the other in my own; at the saIne time the Banian 

present d my s )attms, arid qu sted that he would permit orne o~ 

our party to shoot on t.he mor .. w, a~~enJ d by some of his people. 

The ans er I re<lcived was, that when he saw me" we would talk • r . 
over that and other circumstances. urpri ed at this quivocal 

..ans 'er, I oalled the Banian asid , and desired to kno what was . ... 
th aning of it. .at I t told me, t~1at it was to see what ere-

t I mean t.o make him, b for he gave hi orders. I expressed 

mYielf e1tremely displ ed, and told him to inform tl e ayib, tb t 

I did t consider myself s bound to give him ~tly thi.ng; that ,I 

:was '11' pay for eve 'y t.hir.g 1 had, and wished, of friend-
~ 

~ ~ induce English ships to come her r pro iSlOll and 

lUIlGll f,pc; . ould reap a vety .collsi crable antage; that 



even h d apr ent been necessary, th gunpo der in the ~orning 

was more than sufficient, as I n thoy valu d jt at fi e hundred 

dollars. I desired him to mention this to the ayib, and add, th t 

as I -did not und rstand t.he Arabjc language, the bu iness ad 

better be settled through lhe medium of himself, and my Arab 

servant Abdallah, and that therefor I would decline visiting him .• , 
in the evening. 

The answer was long, t rning much on the attentions I had re

ceived from the Nayib, on his wi hes to rve me, on his wanting 

money, as his rothers were importunate to ge~ a portion of what 

they believed he received, and urging, as a conclusive argument, 

Oaptain Keys having given two hundred dollars. This put me into 

a worse humour. 1 told the Banian that Captain Keys had in this, 

as in other things., behaved extremely ill; that 'it was an act hi 
Government highly disapproved of, and which therefore I could 

Dever fonow. He said the Nayib knew two hundred dollars would 
• be no object, and that if I requested th Captain to give it, he woul 

comply in a moment. 1 told him it was out of the question; tba 

I was determined'not to give ~ dollar, nOf ould the ~ pain; that . . 
some presents I had prepared, which I thought would be ccept-

able to the Nayib, but that I n itheT would deliver them, or vi it 

him, ill all idea of a present of IDC)ney as abandoned. He took 



do just ~ I plea ed. 0 this I di mis ed him. Alii ohri was sent on 

shore in the course of the day to return to Mocha, a I did not c a-
ider ' it safe to ta him with us, after his mi conduct at Dhalac. 

Captain Rudland, Mr. alt, and Mr. Maxfield, slept at the old resi

dence of Captain Keys; Mr. Maogie, and al1 our servants, staid with 

me at Abou Yusuff's. Captai Court, from the dj(fel'~ncc of con

duct in the ayib, thought it advisable to send ix marines on shore 

a a guard. The air was cool and pleasant the whole night. 

Januar lB.-Captain RuJland, r. Salt, Mr. acgie, my servant, 

and Pi rce, were u~ by oreak of day on a shooting excursiou: the 

ayib' SOll went with them: Captain Court came on shore to break

f: t with me. Soon afterwards the ayio' evant, who altende 

MI'. S· It at Dhalac, came with the Bauian, and repteset1ted, that Alli . 

lohri had 1 een saying, that I had given him t 0 hundred d II,ar for 

the tomb tone mentioned iu Mr. Sal t 's account, and as much to the 

Dol.t of halae; that the Nayib was v ry angry with them, and he 

begged I woulJ ta e all the blame on myself. I told him I not only 

'ould, but that l consid~red mys If as at lib rty to keep them 11 

tlle sole con~ilion of the dyib giving hi~ permi ion; and that if 

he ·jS11cd it, I would re ore th m'. Thi I desired tile Bauian to 

tell the ayib. H al 0 informed m ,that AlIi 1 10hri had <.I clared 

I came to build a fort, and conquer the island, and that other ships 



arraDg~ment would be fo!med with the Government of Massowah. 

I told the aanian I was astonish d at the layib' giving any credit 

to slJch a ra cal; and that after my former vi it, be ought to h"ve 

known me better, than to suppose me capable of meditating any 

thing ho tile to him. On the Banian' return, be declared the ayib 

did not belie e a word that Hi ob i 8 id, and was perfecLly con

vinced of ~y frieud~hip; tbat, however, the stones were not his 

property, but belonge to \ e Sultaun of R-Ome; and consequently 

he could not give them to me. replied, I knew too weIJ hi con

nection with Rome, not, to laugh at this rea on, but he should 

have them; at the same time I took it very iJI, as I could not for

get that he offered them to me when I wa last here. 

Soon afterward a respectable man made his ppearance, and 

was introduced to me' as Vizier of the ayib. Wheu '1a t here I 

had "heard nothing o' u€h a personage, and n l suspect d he was 

an in trument to procure mon y through ano er channel. Ite 

said he 11ad been to the Nayib, and represented, 'that it would be 

discredit to him, if, aner I had brought these stone, I should be 

obliged to gi've the up; and tha~ on his adVIce he Nayib ha . . '" 
consent d to let me keep them, and I might give him what I p'e d. 

I said I would not,on any pretence, give a ingle do].Iar. He re

plied. the Nayib did D~ i h it; th4l he av up all c1 ims to it, 

and hoped we ere now as good friends as ev r. I assured him e 

nd that I ouJil j it him on the DlOrrow; in the mean time, 
, ' 

~ed Ii a ti· d, I begg d his cc;;eptance of a shawl. 

th 

d 



The Ide t son of the Nayib, after e returned from the chase, 

ished to go on board the ship; I therefore went with him. Cap'tain 

Court howed him the whole, and ~ave him a few pounds of powder 

and some balls. I also presented him with a rich piece of kincaub, 

ufficient for a dress. Be was 1 ighly pleased, and sent ,os some fowls 

in the evening. He was about eighteen years old. His manners were 

gentle, his figure tall and well proportioned, and hi ·countenance 

e pressive of good nature. His younger brother was to go on board 

at ome other time. He had asked for some po~der and ball, say

ing, that, when last here , I had given him nothing. I (old him he 

should have a shawl, as "ell as the powder and ball; we were con

sequently xcellent friends. He begged me not to say any thing 

about it 'to his brother. I employed myself in cleaning and packing 

se 11 lIs, hich I procured from the children of the town, who 

collected them in very direction. My European servants and the 

,peo Ie belonging to the dow welle active in the me pursuit, but, 

xcept Cyprrea, ~w of any vall!l.e are to b , had in the harbour. 

Our portsmen had great success, and brought home a variety of 

fine game. , 

e enjoyed some pheasants and ~ chevreuil, for dinner, with 

some French claret purchased from the Americans. Our Dhalac 

friend, the Nayib's serva:p.t, drank everal glasses· of ~adeira, and 

w perfeotly into icated. Abou Yu uffwould not taste it: he said 

the other was a soldier, and that all soldiers were allowed win, but 

that h as a Sheik, and could not. e laughed most immoderately 

at his claim to this title, whi(:h he had never. b fore m ntion d; and 

decl ed he was Sh ik.Sheitan or Sheik Affrit i joke which, though 

from Ohri iaos? he bar with the greatest good 



MA SOWAH. 

Soon afterwards the Vizier came in, when we insta1ltly cleared 

the tablet took coffee with him, and entered on the subject of the' 

du#es. I have given in the Appendix a list of the articles on which 

the Nayib demands a duty, and the sum demanded, which is in 

general moderate, though graduat~d by no regular principle of 

trade. . 
Abou Yusuff told me at night that he was in great want of a 

pair of shawls to give to a friend. I told him I was very happy ,to 

hear it, as I was precisely in the sime predicament. He and others 

had advised Pierce not to stir out at night, as Alli Nohri had been 

trying to e cite the people to use him ill for baving again turned 

Christian . . We thought it a wise precaution, and he kept' cIo e . . 
This day a dow arrived from Jidda belonging to Mocha. 

January l.9.-Very early in the morning the ayib's two sons, 

attended by the Banian, came to me to request, iu their father' name, 

that I would go on board the ship; representing that the Dola 

of Arkeko, Emir Md a, who, though a younger brother of the. 

Nayib, was more powerful from his . influence with the soldiers, had 

come over to Ma sowah to make the Nayib dem nd. money from ' 

us for anchorage; that the ayib was determine~ not to do·it, and 

that thel fore it might probably end in fighting ; that if I a 

afely o1)t of the way, he mi ht do his worst; but that till then, the 

ayib would be mi crable, I , t any thing should happ n to e. 

I as ured them I had not the least fear; that I wa fully able to 

defend my 1f~ if their uncle attacked me, which I hardly conceiv-

d e auld e to <.Iq; and that if the Nayib i bed it, I would 

guant bim also. n answer as return d tron ly e pressive 'of 

fQ my afety, d begging as a favour that I would go on 



adding, tha very thing I ished hould be done fo mc. 

COll ideration I determined to oompl ; at the same time 

stating that it wa merely to ohii e him, and not out of any fear of 

th Dola of rkeko, who c po er I heartily despised. 

In the course of tbe day we fr .quentlr. heard that th ayib and 

Dola: were disputing violently. As the interference of a ubje t, 
• 

ho ever powerful, a fatal to all idea of tr de, I determined to 

bring the pu in s to an is u.e on way or other; r therefore sent 

bda)]an to th ola, with my alaams, adding that I had been 

given to understand he came 0 er to Ma sowah with "purpo e 
hostile to me; tbat I had left the shore not out of fear of him, but 

to oblige the ayib; that if h had any thing to say to me, he 

migh come on board the ip, or I would send· a person to con

verse ith him on shor . Abdallah soon came"bac with an answer, 

that h came here for money, and demanded a thousand dollars fo~ 

th anchorag of the two esseIs -; that .he desired I would end him 
t 

an answe by the B.anian, hether I would pay it or not; !or if.! did 

not, h ould get it from hi . I learned fr III Abdallah, that on 

h' aying th~ there had been it consid rable altercation, the Nayib , 
declaring that th Banian ad no obligation to pay, and that he had 

er made, nor ould e er make, such a demand from us. The Dola 

inued, that he would not come on board the ship, nor did he 

t to see any body Ii m (ne. The Nayib had called Abdall- b on 

i hed the E lish 



. lent relations he paid them half 0 the duties 0 mercl al dise ; . that 

when our vessels arriv d, ,the Dola had supposed the ·ayib made 

much money, and demanded a ' hare; nor would he beJieve, at 

fitst, that we gave no money; that the A karis at Ar eko gained 

nothing by us, 31)<1 were therefore equally vexed, and d tennined 

to try the periment whether they could not bull y u out of pay

XU nt for anchorage. Th Banian added, that t1 ou h the D la had bu 

~ seventeen armed men with Ihim, he had complet Iy int"midated the 

Nayib, and had posse sion of 11 hi power. 

I consider d the denland of the Dola, that I should pay a chor .. 

age, after I had LJUt the cveni11g befoT settled wit,h the overeign of . 

the coumry that no English shi ps should ever pay any, as a gro 

insult, muoh bei ,htened by the manner In which it was made; I 

therefore determint:d to take it up in a slro g w y. I a ked the 

Banian if h wa afraid to deliver any answer I might wish to send: 

he saiq, no j and I then directed him to assure the ayib of my 

esteem and re yard, and my wi h to do every thiug to serve and 

oblige him; that his broth r had treated me with in sol Dee in 

making a demand, which he only could have a right p make, a d 

that thtir fore I was detennined to resent it. I ept word -(0 the 

Dola, that the English ship of war never paid anchorage here or 

any where el e; th t at any rate he had no right to demand it; and 

that if he did not immediat ly send a man to make an ex-cu e for 

. hi in olence, I would sail in th moruing for his town of Arkelco, 

and bUJin it dow to the ground. 

8 ian took .tbis. threat and bt'ou 

rk 
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'oetermination. I sent again to say I I would not wait till morning; 

that J would have an immediate answer, or would be at Arkeko 

m yself in the morning to settle the business. Soon after the 

Naqueda of the Dow, Unus .Barilla, came on board laughing, and 

said there had been a violent quarrel between the Nayib and Dola; 

that the As ari of Mas"owah had taken part with the former, 
• 

declaring the nglish were very good, and ought not to have any 

demancls made on them. It had nearly ended in blows; but Il.t 

length the whole to Tn being ill an uproar, and the very boys 

taking up stones to pelt th Dola' soldiers, they had retired to 

their boat on the oppo itc side of the town, and slipt off unper

ceived by us. 

The Banian soon afterward arrived, and confirmed the fact. He 

brought a message from the Dola, that he did not require any 

money for th anchorage, nor had he the least wish to offend the 

English. The Nayib sent to say, h had gone to Arkeko to settle 

every thing; that he, auld return the next day, and corne on 

board th Panther; till hen he begged I would not move. The 

transaction pad now taken the turn I wished; they had tried the 

exper'iment of threats, to establish a dangerous precedeut, and had 

. fail d. I therefore agreed to' wait till morning. I was much 

plea ed by a visit from th Nayib's youngest son, which shewed 

great confidence in us at such a moment. After having been 

served with weetmeats and coffee, I gave him a piece of kincaub, 

nd severa little articles which he admired. e then a ked for 

some oap, which was f ourse given to him, and a bo' to keep 

his lhin&s in. Captain Court also pr sented him . th some . 
rhich is al ays a mosl acceptable gift.. Abou Yusl1ff lld 
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his brother both came on board in the evening. We ha V~ had re· 

gular land and sea breezes with very fine weather. 

1 anuary 20.-The Baniau came off in the morning, and informed 

me lIe had received a lett r from the Nayib, declaring·that he and the 

Dola solemnly agreed no anchorage should ever be demanded from 

English ships j that the English had ever behaved well; that Mas-
• 

sowah was theirs to come to whenever they pleased; and that they 

begged every thing might be friendly between us. The Nayib would 

come to Massowah when I pleased, and would come on board and 

settle the duties. I had much conversation with the Banian respect

ing the political situation of this country, and the probability of 

danger to any vessel that might come loaded to it. He assured me 

from himself, that they would certainly be satisfied with the duties, 

and would do her no injury. He informed me that the Dola was not 

dependent on his brother, but shared the power with him, though 

the latter was first in rank; that they divided the duties between 

them; and that the real cause of the late dispute ~as a suspicion on 

the part of the Dola, that the Nayib had concealed the cash he had 

received from us. Dhalae and other places are the Nayib's private 

property, in which his brother does not share. The thir~ brother is 

Sirdar of the Askari. They are first paid out of the duties: the 

amount is one thousand five hundred dollars per month, and when 

there is a deficiency the Dola first is obliged to make it good, and 

then the Nayib ; and about this there are frequent hostilities. 

The Nayib used to receive his khelaut from Jidda, and still, no

minally wns the uItal,lD of Rome " eign. He js therefore 

certainly the $overeign f the country, though controll d by the in

fluence of his brother. Something of lhi kind seems to have been 
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the case in Bruce' time. Achmet, hom h mentions 'as he Nayib' 
nephe, and heir, certainly exercised a po r in orne parts of the 

country, whil his uncle had it in other, nd the dutie cern to have 

been shared bet een them. At the death of E(lri , Emir Moosa, hi 

brother, will, by the law of the cou~try, b Nayib, but tbe sons of 

th former will then suce~ed, in preferenoe to, tho e of the latter. 
" 

This custom, which I am told prevails in the other tribes, must 

frequent! y give rise to revolutions. The number of so diers is 

very inconvtni nt, as the duUt: uft n do not amount to the sum 

of one thousand five hundred dolla ,required for their ,monthly 

p y: th yare, however, so connected by marria e with ,the ayifl 
and his family that it is impo ible to reduce them. The Nay.ib 
call . them all brothers. The irdarship of them is always in the ' 

, amity. The two last years the trade, they say, ha decreased, ye . 

we have bad a constant uvcession of dows coming in, and going 

out, during th whoIe' time have beel here. I assured the 

anian tbat 1 wished to see th Tayib and that I as a much his 

frien as ever. He brou ht me a present from himself o( Abys

sinian clod . and honey; t e latter as put up with the w X, was 

very white, and remar ably good. 

he Vizier came offbetwee three and four, to say that he had 

written for the yib, and to procur me a letter from the Dola, 

declaring that he ould make no claims for anchorage of English 

ips, and tl at be wished to be at friendship with them. I m de, 

hi coffi and ' 




