
MASSOWAH. 

left us well pleased. e tri d the vhole day, but w'thout 

to procure fowls; they a e chi fly at Arkeko, and as the 

will not buy them, there i a difficulty in {indin otl ers to do it. 

The Bani_an came again in the evening, about tlight> to SelY the 

ayib wa come, and wished me to go and ee him: this I IDO t _ 

peremptorilY,renl ed. He then reque ted that Abdallah might go, 

to which I consented, and ent by him to the ayib eight china 

dishes, which r heard ould be acceptable. fter etlling our 

account, he gave me another piece of Habesh cloth, and I gaY him 

a shaw~. I wrote a letter to Mr. Ptingle, stati g my ideas respect

ing the trade of Ma sowab, and requesting he would never emp~oy 

AIli Tohri. -Abdallah, on his return, b 'ought a Jetter to me from 

the Nayib, and another for the Dola of Suakin. My servant and 

Pierce were out a great part of the day, 0 also Were the dow. boy ; 

they procured a few good. Cyprrez but no others. 

January ~ I.-At four we began to unmoor: at half after 8i the 
• 

Nayib's elder on his broth r the irdar, the Vizier, ALou Yusuif, 

and fhe Banian came on board. as they said, to e pres He arib's 

anxiou. desire that 1 should go away in friendship with him. A 
. . 

que lion was added, whi h etrayed their re I motive, "hjch was, 

whether I meant to iveany thing I. e to the ayib. At first I deter. 

mined to do 0, knowing that he really as tormented for inoney; 

but afterward consider d that it would be b tier, to express SOme 

feeling of disapprobation at the difference of treatn~ellt that I h d re

ceived on this my sec()nd vjsit I there~ re called the son and Vizier 
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would only send an ivory bo of castor, an article he eor great value, 

as a mark of friendship. I gav one, also, to each pc on of the party· 

The land bre ze and our boat soon cleared u of the harbour, and 

delivered 11 from our isitor. The young Hammed (the ayib's 

son) seemed to art with regret. Captain RudIand gave him a pair 

of pistols. His brothe ot some powder by a private .hand. 

n maturely considering all that had passed, I ,was inclined to 

con ider these circumsta~ces a increasing, in tead of lesselling" the 

security of Ma 's h for British ships. They are convinced w,e 

will not be imposed on, and yet are willing to pa), well for every 

thing. The Banian assu~ed me the Dola is now of th Nayib's 

opiuion, that it i better to secure a moderate profit, than to lose all 

y preventing ships from coming there. It is po ible that the 

ayib had in re lity no objection to hi brother's trying th ex-

periment of bullying us out of t one ~hou and dollars, while he 

houJd still profess to b our friend, and become a mediator in 
( 

cas of ho tility. I learned that th threat of goin to Arkeko 

terrified t beyond measure; so that whatever they meant, 

the result has been equally ood. I warned them t~lat a K,iug's 

hip ~ame ev ry year 'to ocha and that, if an ullprotected ve el 

. hould b injured, she would' male them repent it. he Ascaris 

of Ark ko were gaining nothing by us, and therefore cared nothing 

for u ; but there a batdly a family at Massowah who did not 

• 



at Massowah, and taken to Bombay, had been repurchased by. the 

Government, and sent back by the Panther, to be returned to 

their native coUAtry, if the Nayib should de ire it, a a pt,?Of that the 

Briti h would not violate the laws, bile in his dominions.' On 

communicating these circumstances to the ayib, he 1ieplied, that 

this could Qe settled at our first interview. Affairs took another . . 
turn, and the boys were left in our hands; at thei't own wish they 

w re no ntered on the ship's books, and instead of the slavish 

name of Sidi and Pompey, assumed the ~ore Christian designa-' 

lions of George Habesh, and Harry'Go dar. Christians they were 

born, but of the doctrihes of Christianity, or indeed those of any 

other t;'eljgioll, they bad no idea; I therefore placed them under 

Pierce, to teach them to read and pray ~ 
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THE true ppsition of Myos Hormus, at the upper eud of tbe 'Red 

Sea, being very doubtful, it seems to me that it would be a more 

clear method of ascertainirlg th pIa e mentioned by the author ~f 
the Periplus, to measure h' distances from Aduli, hieb, I think, 

has b e fixed near Massowah by br. Vincent, in a most'incontro

vertible manner. 

I most fully agree with this able and learned ~luc'd tor of th 
Periplu that tbe ancient po it ions are much more accurat ly to be 

ascertain d by exi ting circumstances, than by the tronomical 

Qbstrvations, which Were originaUy rna e with erY imperfect in

slruments, and have come down to u with numerous err rand 
• 

. imperfeclions; and it' for this reason, that 1 consider the po~ ition 

of Aduli as ascertained; for not a circumstance is mentioned in 

the Peri Ius, as b longing to it which CatlnO~ be disco ,creel ill the 
• 

Bay of Ma sowah. 1 he lsI d of Dioddru , whjch wa parated 

from the main-land by 0 flafrowa h nnel as t ' be fordable t I w 

ater, i ea ily r {erred to Toualout; hUe the Orit;lc, to hich the 

meroha t8 retired,· n Uleir being plund red in theu f rm r re i· 
deuce by the Barb, rians i9 now a isJactoril y certained 0 be Va-
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comprehen ibl description of th Peri plus, that the oontinent wai 

adjacent to .it on both sides ; and the asSer ion of Co mas, that it was 

ut two mile distant from the mainland ' an as ertion that r. Vincen 

could not reconcile with the t 0 hundred tadia of the Periplus. 

he i land called lalaiou, many in number, sm 11 and sandy, 

still remain a memorial of the 'accuracy of the origipal describer, 

and may be found in Captain Court's chart, surrounding the i land 

o Dhalac. Were any additional evidence necessary to prove that 

Ad uli wa situate in dIe Bay 0 Mas ()wah, a very strong presump

tive argl1 ent might be drawn from the fact, hat the great export 

rade of Abyssinia in ivory ~nd rhinoceros' horm, and the imports 

in European and Indian articles, still oontinue to lind their way 

tlirougli the same P'lSSe of the mountains to Massowah, and that 
• 

e elephants still ar ,occasionally, but rarely, seen in the neigh-

bourhood of Ras Gedam. 

Since my return to England, I have been very much a tonishe'd 
# 

J> the ingll-Iar theory bieh Mon ieur Go selill has .advanced, in 

his Recherohes sur 1 Geographie des Ancien, and by which he 

8 ca riecl the Bay of Aduli to Assabt where the whole coast is 

cover~d with 10 ,sandy islands, and reen of cord], without a single 

point of resemblance to he description of the PeripJu. M. Gos-

ight at, as . it was a journey of only eight 
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to a bad harbour, h nee their land journey would al 0 be ex

tended tQ tr~ble the di tance. 

The strange as ertion of onsieur Gosselin, that the author of 

the Periplus reckoned only eight hundred ~tadia, from Aduli to the 

straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, has been properly taken notice of by Dr. 

Vincent. It i indeed difficult to conjecture what could have given 
• 

ri e to the D?-istake; . a mistake, however, which became necessary, 

wh n his, argument had ~arried Aduli to Assab, which is within 

fifty miles of the Strait . 

Dr. Vincent conceive that it was the difference of one hundred 

and twenty-one mile between til distances of seven· thousand 

stadia or seven hundred miles, as given in the Periplus, and the 

real di tanc;:e offive hundred and seventy-nine miles from Berenice 

to Adul~1 that induced Monsieur Gosselin to carry the latter to 

A ab; and he himself seems to feel a difficulty in reconcili g them. 

It ho ever appears· to m , th t this may be done by admitting that 

an Egyptian merc~ant used ~gyptian stadia, and that he calculate~ 
th distan e from the differenc of latitude alone, without brillg

ing to account the longitude., which was run down at the .. same ti 

a I think will appear by the following calculations. 

From Aduli to Ptolemais Theron is 3000 stadia; 

From Ptolemais Theron to Berenice 4000 stadia; 

which, at the Egyptian stadium of fifteen to a mile, will make the 

distance from Ad Ii to Ptole ais Theron two hundred miles; from , 

Ptolemai Theron to Berenice two hU)ldred and sixty- i miles. 

If therefore Atlul,i b in 15° 36', 

18°56'; 

~SO 22'. 
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The pos'tion of Berenice ha been laid down from local circum

stance ith as much certainty as that of Aduli. It is describ d by 

trabo as ituated in th bottom of a bay, which, on acCOUtlt of it 

numerous shoals and rock I had been designated D£~r:.9D£pTO', immun

dus, and, as hein at th e tremity of tl}e Thebai or U ppe Egypt. 

The latter observation limits our conjectures to within 2:t 30' and , 
24°, and the former fi es in the bottom of a bay which has pre-

erved its name, and among modern navigators is called Foul Bay. 

According to D'Anvillt; this i in 23° 15'. 

---- Gosselin 

an English chart 

Though the distances in the Peri phis deserve a grea.ter degree of 

credit than usual from their being given in words at full length, 

instead of figure ~ yet I cannot receive them without Some degree 

of caution, from their being evidently given in round numbers, 

without any fractional parts, and from a knowledge of the difficulty 

of measuring distances at sea, without a nicer degree of observation 

tban a probably employed by Egyptian merchants, or is now 

used by those of our 0 n nation. 
t 

should therefore consider the relative distances between Aduli, 

Berenice, and Ptolemais Theron, as a more certain guide to the 

discovery; of the latter.. The whole distance is five hundred and 

seventy.nine miles, three seven hs of which, or two hundred forty

six mile , if mea ured from Aduli on the chart, will exattly reach 

peninsula in latitud ISo 24', of which I shall hereafter have oc

casion to speak, and where the more valuabJe data of local circum

stances $eem to point out the Ptolemais Theron of the Peri plUs. 

m well aware that it is impossible to reconcile 



COAST OF 

"rhh the positive assertion of the ancients, that Ptolemai Theron 

was in the same' parallel as Meroe; but I have before observed, 

that little credit can fje given to the accuracy of their aameasure· 

ments; and I feel less alarm in differing from them, and in my 

placing Ptolemais Theron where I have done, from having the 

sanction of D'Anville, who has, in defiance of aU difficulties, con

jectured that it lay between J s" and J 8" SO' N. 

We kept about teu miles distant -from the shore, which, as we 

Bai~ed along with a land breeze from the N. W. and afterwards with 

the sea breeze N. E. by E. appeared low, sandy, and without trees, 

but was backed by lofty mountains covered with clouds, the sound

ings gradual1y deepening from eleven to thirty-five fathom, the 

bottom m d the whole way. The course of the shore was nearly N. 

then N. by W. To the eastward was a chain of low islands, with 

doom-trees on them, distant about nYe or six miles, leaving a noble . 

and clear channel of fifteep miles. On two of fhese the pilot in

formed u that wa~er and goats could be procured. The sea was as 

smooth as glass. The pilot said we might go on all ni&ht, and run 

in as clo e a six fathom with safety; as, however, it was oul' wi h 

to ~xamine the whole coast, we determined to ancbor, 4 nd about 

seven steered W. right in for the coast. We were astoriished, when in 

tw nty-two fat~om, with the while appearance of breakers; when 

the Captain imm~diately let go the ancho. The pilots declared 

that it was only fi h, and 0 it proved; for, · oon afterward, it ap

proach d and passed und r the s el, It is ingl~lar, that the same 

cit u stance hould h ve been observed by Don Juan de Castro, 

an shoul 1 ave had ttl IDf;: freet, . dueing him to let go his 

anchor. He do~ not account for it, cause it happened in the 
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ni ht, but he mentions, that it cast flames like fire; which confirms 

th conjectur, that the bril1iant appearance of the se,a is owing 

to fish-spa vn and animalcuJa. Don Juan pa ed thi spot on the 

Qoth of February, one month later than I did, but the spawning 

may probably continue for that period. It was nearly calm the 

whole night, so that we lost but little by anchoring ~ 

January 22.-We were under sail a soon as Captam Court had 

tak ~ a set of bearings. The breezes were light; and there was a tide 

gainst t • The coast wal' 1m ', with the lofty mountains at a dis

tance; between them and the ea were occasionally hillock, some. of 

hich might have be~n thought hills, had it not been for their more 

ofty neighbours. The coast still kept a norther! y direction with very 

little westing; in sixty miles . only seventeen est. The sound

ing a usual, and the chain of i land,s to the eastward. low, 'with a 

fe trees, that often had the appearance of ships under ail. We 

anchored in seven fathom, with a good bottom. About half a mile 

nearer was a chaih of madrapore rock, witb four fathom ' and a 

aIr on them, a Mr. Hardy reported, who \ as s nt with our boat 

to examine it . A little to the southward was a small port, called 
• 

by the' pilot Mirsa Mombarrick: two dows were in it; a small 

i and is at th entrallC. Our pilots say there is no viJlage, but 

hat th nativ come down from a little way inland, and that th re 

are waler and provi ions. A c 1m, as usual, at night. 

Japuary 23.-1n the morning p r eived tl at, immediately on 

the beach, the wbole way we couhl ee, trip of bright ver

dure, though beyond it, all was a barren a. usual. he boat was 
~ 

out early to x mine the r f. VVe w igh d at tven, but it OOD 

fel calm, and oblig d us to com to an anchor. The boat a 

to survey beyond the reef. 'j he officers 
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reported it was hard sand, and it shoaled (0 two fathom water 

within half a mile of the shore, when the rocks again began. They 

were followed by a great number of sh~r.ks, some very large. They 

brought a branch of the tree, which pro~s to be Mr. Bruce's Rack; 

it had fruit on it, which Mr. Salt drew. The breeze sprang Vp 

about eleven; but OUf boat was not back till twelve, when we 

weighed. We again anchored at ni ht, after having made twenty

sev n miles; with a strong ea breeze. There was some swell from 

the N. E. probably owing to the sea being open to the ma}.n chan

nel, where the man oon prevail in aU jts force. At least-there are 

now no islands in sight to the tward from the mast head. The 
coast has changed its appearance; the smaller range of hills are near 

to the shore. The soundings were to-day irregular, but there was 

always plenty of water. 

January 24.-The sea breeze sprang up earlier; and we were under 

sail by nine. Our friend Unus Barilla brought us some very fiue 
fish. Inland we could distingui h large groves oftrees l and other to 

the north, on the sea shore. These the pil t says are doom-trees, 

and that there are also great quantities of the common ~imosa. He 

describ s the country as inhabite4 by Bedowee, and as being a 

part of the sovereign of Sennaar's dominions. Lion , panthers, and 

elephants are in great numbers; this may. th ref ore be consid red 

as a part of tbe great forest , from which Ptolemy Philad Iphus 

ptocur d the latter entioned animals, and for the convenience of 

hunting in which, he ,established the port of. Ptolemais Theron. 

We w r at twelve o'clock in latitude 170 
J Q', where Mr. Bruce has 

placed a 11 ep bay, neat which, on the projecting point of a head

land, Dr. intent conject res PtoJemais Theron as built. I watch d 
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th coast as we passed along, and can positively assert that jt was. 
as usual, low, and free from headlands, without a single projection 

that could justify Mr. Bruce' chart, or give weight to the consequent · 

onjecture of Dr. Vincent. Towards evening the coast began to run 

off. more to the west, and t.he soundings were very irregular, from . 

nineteen to thirty-six fathom in a,cast, with a bottom, sometimes .of 
• 

mud, and sometimes of coral rock. The swell wa greater, and from 

tb S.E. in the same direction as the monsoon on 'the opposite shore. 

We anchored about eight ·11 thirteen fathom, mud, but rocky near 

us. Lest w.e should drive, we let go our best bower anchor. 

January,25.-1t rained a short time in the morning, when we 

were within two miles of the shore, which began to have a bolder 

appearance. The hillocks were near the shore; beyond them a 

number of detached conical mountains; and in the back gronnd the 

same lofty range that had been constantly visible. On one of the 

ltiIlocks was a small white Mussulmaun tomb; another was visible 

se en mil s north, close to the sea. Our pilot said they were 

Turkish, but tha at present no inhabitants were there. He called 

it Mundalo . I did not wish to examine it, as the buildings were 
~ 

evidently modem. On the tops of some of the other hillocks were 

protuberances, which were ither , atch-towers In ruins, or rocks; 

which at our distance it was itnpossibl~ to distinguish. A't ten a 

remarkable range of hills was in sight, making four pointed tops. 

At eleven it was clearly seen, N. 55°~. over a low point of land, 

CQV loed with trees . . At half after eleven another tomb was visible 

o the shore, the skirting of trees bavin • nded. Near the l~nd 

re .several reefs. At. twelve the wood again begau. The hiBs 

esneuti.cmed ended in a very conspiC;U()U8 point. off which was 
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a detached sugar-loaf hill, and no high land visible to the north-

ard. The northernmo t extremity of the land, the pilots say, is a 

Ras; but as they have changed the name several times, I shall not 

record H: We had during the day a brisk monsoon at S. S. E. which 

carried us at the rate of seven knots an hour, with a heavy follow

ing s ell. By five we came to an anchor in eight fathom, mud and · 

sandI in a veiy fine bay, among a du ter of low island. We had 

exceIlent soundings the whole way in, after we had pas ed the low 

point ofland abovementioned, which is called A veed, and off which 

ran a reef about three miles~ in aN. E. dir tion. It forms the south

eastern point of ~ bay that seems full of boal, the N. W. side of 

which is formed by the islands among which we anchored. Here 

the Assaye led the way; and as we approached the shore, Mr. 

Maxfield hailed, and told us that his pilots said there was no pas

sage ith safety. Our pilots denied this, and went on. There re 

several passages leading to land-locked bays, from the y we al'e 

in.. Many dows '~ere on the outside, when e came in sight, which 

fled immediately into one of the inner bays, whither I belie e 

our pilot meant to conduct u , had not the point been loo far to 
• 

windward. 

Janua.9' 26.-Very early in the morning many of the dows got 

out, apd passed close by us, having, I supp<;>se, reoovered from their 

fright. Our cutter weot off with Abdallah and the pilot to make our 

compliments to the Dola, and invite him on board; he ha? also 

directioI)s to purchase for u fowls, eggs, and any other articles of 

provision, and to earn what he could re!\pecting the place. He 

did ot return till tw~lve, when the Dola came with him, a 

Bedo e ; the Sub-dola, a decent well-dressed Arab; and the Sh~ik. 
! 
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a resp ctable old Bedowee, with the curls of hi hair incrusted with 

fat, who brought me a pre ent of three fowls. Their coming at 

once.on board, without any cruple or f~ar, gave me a favourable im

pres ion of their own upright intentions, and sho ed a strong degree 

of confidence in us, and a liberal judgment of our motives for visiting 

this unfrequented shore. No European ship has been nere since the 

time of tbe Portugue e. We gave them coffee to drink, a present of to

bacco, and a frassel of raw coffee. Captain Court obtained from them 

the names of the ill in sight, and of some of the islands. There 

ar everal of these, eac under a separate Sheik, but all under a 

Dola, who is sent .from Suakin, not from MassDwah, as we were 

there given to understand. Badour is the name of the village where 

t,he Dola resides; it is a mi eraple lit~le place, one small mosque 

bing the only stone building; the rest are grass huts. It is on a 

s all island, close to the water. There is no trade, except an ex

p rt of g e, and some tortoi~e shell. The clows now come . this 

way frOll uakifi, Jidd , and Massowah, from fear of the Wa., 

habe • e saw a large drove of cattl on the 81 ore, and learne4 

that there were pJenty, a ' there must be when ghee becomes an 
• articl \)f exportation; but these unfortunately belonged to a Sheik 

bo was ab ent, and were there or not to be. procured. OUf civil 

heik, ho visited us, had his c;altl at some short distance; we 

ere consequently obliged to w it till next day. Sheep are also in 

abundance, nd poultry: the prices demanded were, however, 

high; for a bullOCK they asked seven dol,lars, but carne down to 

five; fowls were only eight for a dollar; heep were more reason-
• 

Ie, a fine fat one being procuraole for a dollar. We got some eggs 

in return for a little tobacco. I should, however, observe, that the 



Dola said money was little· kno n here, and that Surat clot 

be much more valuable. Unfortunately they chose none but white, 

and we, on the credit of Mr. Bruce, had laid in blue. We asked 

what quantity of white cloth would procure a bullock. H~ said 

two pieces, which are each worth only a dollar. Had we therefore 

been in po ssion of this article, we should have purcha ed every 

thing reasonably. ~pere is not a fisherman on the island, and they 

ay, there are no fish near .t; a singular fact, which see s corro

borated by the bad uccess of our people, ho have hitherto caught 

only one. Captain Court lost no time in sending Mr. Ma field 

with the Assaye into the harbour.. directing him to begin the 

survey of it, and, for the sake of expedition, allowed Mr. Crawford 

to accompany him. 

January 27.-Mr. Salt went on board the As~aye to take 'Views, 
Captain Court went on the hore neare t to us to measure a ba e. I 
was unfortunately confined to the ship by a return of fever, though 

the fit was not very severe. • 

January 29.-0n the 28th and 29th Captain Court and Mr . . 
Maxfield wer,e acti ely employed in completing the survey of the 

harbour, and surrounding larld, wbile Mr. Salt made an accurate 

drawing of the hiUsi wh'c ,afterhaving.Irom Mas owa11 kept at a 

distance fr rn the coast, here approach the ea, and rising one above 

the other, as they retire inl nd, form am s of a rno t ir egular out· . 

line. The i )and~ which form the north-eastern side of the harbour, 
, 

a~d the peninsula whieh rot ct it on the north-w Slen side. 

are (.biefly of madrapore rocks. ~hc head land, formed by the 

peninsula and islands, is by the natives called Ras Ak ek' but tHey 

the 'ord generally. without pplyiug it to any partiCUlar sP9f:. 
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t is the Ras hehaz of D' nvat. Tile only entrance for large 

essels is at the northern 'extremity of the harbour, though dows 

nter at the southern. T le pa age is rath r narrow, but the 

hoI na y of Europe might lie within as in a bason, protected 

from ev ry wind, ill fmIn five to seven fathom, with a bottom hee 
fro every dang r. Th town, whi his itualed on ,larger 1. land 

within the harbour than any of those that protect it from the ea, 

i a st'll ro wr tched place than Dhalac-el ·Kibeer. Water is to 
• be 1 a , which, hOll h not v~ry good, is equal to that at Mocha; 

and our eyes convinced us that fresh provision mj ht have been 
• 

obtained, had ve poss tld the articles neces~ary for barter. 

The hatb ur itself I imm diate)y determined to narn.e after the 

ve nor-Gen ral of India, through whose assistance alone I had 

b en able to pur e my Ian of ascertaining thc real si~uation of 

t lis un no n part of the coa t; I therefore named it Port Morn

inglon, and t e i'land which form its barrier against the waves 

o the north· ast~ard, ell Icy's Islands. The bay in which w 

nehored we called Panther Bay. 

When it)s considered that Port Mornington lies on a most dan

gerous 'coast, 'off which are numerous shoals, low i lands, and rocks 

that r nder the na 'gation dangerous, the discovery of it must 

be allowed to be of great importance. As high as J 70 nbrth it 

appears from the Portuguese, and Sir Hom Popba '8 chart, that 

he range of coral rocks and sand banks, which run to the eastward 

of Dh c. are not a an nd' but yond tbat degree th sea 

appears open till 190 north, where th ~poal again commence. 

Port gton is therefore acccs ible without daug r at any 

~eil.llJOU ~~-........ year, a d will afford to any ships n t ollly a secur.e 
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asylum, but a supply of water and fre h provjsions. I caunot hel 

exp,res ing my as toni hment, tha~, during the continuance of our 

fleet in this sea, no attempt wa made to examine a coa t hieb , 
offered no impediment, and vhere the Victor's tr' clc had plainly 

demonstrated that a are passage existed among tb island. 

The neglect · wilh which all ancient authors have passed over 

thi." though"the best harbour in the Red Sea, is 0 extraordinary 

that I know n t how to account for it. It i certainly very near the 

place where the A tabpl'as is said by Strabo, to mingle a sm 11 pro

portion of its waters with the sea, but froQl the mo t accurat in

quiries we could trace no vest ige of any such circumstance; nor is 

it probable, that a stream could m' lce its ay througl the lofty 

chain of mountains whi h binds the western shore of the Red Sea. 1 

think thelt \Velle ley's hLmds are the ix Latomian island f trabo, 

and pos ibly the harbour it elf may be the Sabaiticon lorna of the 

same author, since in his de cription they immediately f~llow 

Ptolemais Theron. ~ 

On our first arrival ve were as ured, that no trade was carried 

on here; but this apPQared to be so cont radictory to the fact of great 
. ~ 

number of dows resorting to it, that we d termined to e more 

particular in our inquirie. W oon perceived that the boats 

b longing to the daw left their yes Is early ev ry mon ing, went 

to the main laud, aud r turned at ni ht; but w could di cov r 

nOlhing large tl t tRey itl r took with them, or brought back. 

At lenglb an old Naqueda paid Mr. Maxfield a visit, and pro

duced a certificate from Admiral Blallket, that he had b en ean-
• 

ployed 9Y him. rhi, led to a more intimate acquaintance, and 

more fre conyer ation, but on the subjt:ct of trade it as difficult to 



get any answer from him. n being asked what 0 many dows 

did ther , he aid they wer all Wahabee. n Captain Court' ob

jecting to this, and aying, that they would then have moleste4 

jm; he nly replied, " God i reat !" n being pressed, he 

owned that there was a trade carried on with the Bedowee, and that 

it was intirely by barter. I know tortois -shell lS obtained here, 

and I should suspect tha gold i the chief article rec iV-cd in return 

Ii r India good. Mr. M xfield wi hed to go to the main land, but 

the queda ad ised him on llv account to do so without a guard, 

a ther were ev ral wandering trib s of Arabs in the vicinity. I 

ished to stay long enough to conciliate them, and open a com

munication; but this· was irnpo sible; · and I th refore did not per

mit Mr. Ma field to hazard the inconveniences tpat might aHend 

such an ex edition. 

J nua y 29.-0ur people yesterday liberated Port Mornington 

from the opprobri m of havin no fish in it, for, with a net, they 

cau ht an abundance. I h ve been less fortunate in my concholo

gical pur uit , not having procured a ingle shell during my stay. 

The Assaye catne out of the harbour early in the moming, and 
~ . 

soon affer twelve e were unGer weigh, with a mod rate breeze. 

Immediat lyon clearing the penin ula we aw thr small islands, 

but the main land retired and formed a de~p bay. Our course Jay 

. . W. th coast here runnin off' n uch more westward than 

usual. 



D' Anvi11e's aT uments (0 uppose that Ptolemais Theron 1 y some· 

where near the lati'tude we now were in, I inquired of the pilot 

hethel' he had vel' been on shore there, and he assured me he 

had, but that there weI' no inhabitants, though the Parsees once 

po sessed the place, a d that there was one large tank stilJ re

maining He al 0 sa that though it was not an island, yet that it 

was 'cut off from the main land by a ditch, Wilich, at high wate ,was 

sometimes nearly full. The circumstances so strongly convinced 

me that tl~is was Ptolemais Theron, that I . hould have stopped and 

landed, had nol the vessel, during the time we were conversing, past 

it for some way. Captain Court was however particularly careful in 

taking its bearings, at its shape might be correctly laid down. 

Asseez is jn J 8" 24' N. Jat. and in ·S8° J 8', long. ea t of Gr en

wich, and therelore its position agrees with that I have attributed 

to Ptolenlais Theron, in the b ginnin of this Chapter. I consider, . 

however, the circumstances I have mentioned as forming a muoh 

strbnger proof of ilS actually being that place; and I can venture 

to as rt, that no other place exi ts on the whole coast that will 

answer the cJescription given us by the ancient, wI ich in many res· 

pects is more minute than usual. The peninsula of PortMornington 

, could alon create a doubt, as it is in nea:ly the same l~titude, and at 

a distan e of only seventeen miles; but thi p ninsula is much more 

uniform1y elevated above the sea, and bas ven rocks, which would 

have been a , ork of infinite 1abour to cut through, and could not 

have been do c privately, as we are informed by Strabo the work of 

Eumed s were xecut d at PtoJemais Theron. 'It i also ascertained . . 
from th Periplus, that the seurement of Ptolemy 'as no. a port, 

and as only approachable by boats, a ircum.llance that is still 
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case at Asseez, but which is c ntrary to fact at Por~ Morniogton. 

t se ms probable (0 m that PtoI my ould 6 hi station for 

hunting elephant, not at the farthest extr mity of the 1 umeta , 
or Nubian forest, where elephants ere pr curable, but at the 

place neare t to his 0 on dominions, within tbe limits of the forest; . 
and thi would e rtainly be at A seez, wh' c ave him a oppor-

tunit of hastily, and pri at Iy, seouring his 8 ttlemeot from any 

o tile a aults of the people, amon~ whom he was settling him

self without tll ir COil ent, This luig,ht indee induce him to prt:fer 

A se z to Porl Mornington; but that he shQuld pass so fine a 

harbour to go down till further on the coast to a more iocon

v Ilicnt position, seems to be improbable. P. rt Mornington may 

have affurded prot ction to his vessels, though the military station 

se z: and it is not impo& ible, that the falter place may 

have afforded facilities of embarking the elephants, which the 

Our pilots mention d as a fact that Cushtan, the district most 

ab(\)unding in lepha ts, W s directly behind Asseez, which, if true, 

(and a tbey could no po sibly conjecture what an ~s I wished 

th m tcfmake to my que Lions, I think there is nQ reasOn to doubt it) 

affords a very sufficient argument why Ptolemy fixed hi' hunting 

station there itl preference.to any other place, I have ouly to add, tbat 

be could not do it much higher up, as they are never seen at Suakin. 

Assuz is, undoubtedly, the long point of sand which is mentioned 

by Don Juan d astro, and i laid down by him in J 8- 90', a 

trifling rtor in latitude. It is a 'ngular ~.ircumstancc, that Pliny 

t.plemais Theron as being days sail from Aduli, and 

1. that period in reaching roft Mornington, and 



might have easily gone on to As z. The ancients probably n

chored every night as we did. We anchored a 'soon a it was dark 

in ten falhom, mud. 

January so.-A oon as Captain Court had taken his ob erva

tjons we et sail. By ten Ras Howie a in Sf ht. , Here a very fine 

bay opened bet ween it and the main. The Ra i a low spit of and, 

partly bo • water; beyond was a chain of islands. The wind was 

from the north of ea t, and i\Yithout tacking we could not we ther it 

Our pilots much wishe us to anchor, and ait for a fair wind, as, 

th y said, there was no anchoring ground after we left this, till e 

reached Suakin, which we could not do in one day, unless we sailed 

eady in the morning. 'Ve, however, remonstrated, and asked jf we 

could .not go within the chain of sands and islanCls. They both said 

they could not venture to take the hip. as, in one part, th re as 

not abov two fathom and a alf of water. We then pe u ded them 

to let us taCK, and weather th point. This was agreed to; and by 

twelve we tack d hac ., bejn sufficiently t wil~dward. Here e 

cro sed the As aye. Mr. Maxfield hailed us to y, that hi pilot 

assured him the p sage was very s fe, havin fine anchor ge the 

whole way, and thr e fathom and half in the deepest pa t; that 

on the outsid of the island th re wa no anchor ge, but de p water; 

t~at it was impo sible to reach Suakin by night; and that even a 

whole day would hardly be uffici nt. On this Captain Cou t re

plied, that i consideration of the anchorage be would try the pas

sag ; and dir cted MJ{. Maxfield to go ahead, and sound. 

Mr. Maxfield' bad received signal" for the purpose of communi

cating to us every occurrence, such as what ateT he found, any 

approaclllng, or any actual danger: we ailed accordingly fOJ" 
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nearly two hours in ar mo t noble passage, which gradualJ parrowed 

and hoaled. Mr. Maxfield made no ignal, and we went eo till 

e ere in four fathom, when we made a signal to him to inform 

us in what water he was; but before he could answer we wero in 

three fathom, wiLh i lands clQse to us on each ide. No signal ap

pe red om tl Assay, but we p rceived that, on a sudden, all 

er sails w re lowered in evident confusion. We were' ourselves in 

ut two and a half fathom, and therefore, as soon as we had 01 ared 

on of th .i land , I t go our and or. T Ie ship instantly swung . 
round against a rock, with only one and a half fathom, and th~re 

s ruck. At this moment our dow, which had ,been crowding all 

sail behind us, came up, and Uous leaped overboar and came to 

u . hen dived, and ascertaiIled the situation of the vessel's 

botto ,apd of the anchor Our boat sounded around, and we 

found that 0 were in a cul.dc.sac, with ro~k in every direction, 

e en that in hich we entered. To add to our alarm, it was ap

parentJY.higb w ler, and how qluch the tide might fall we knew 

not. The on!y lhi gino r favour wa l e perre t smoothness of 

tbis alt water la e, which no wind could possibly ruHle. The 

Captai 'a acti e and collected. He ~stantly began to lighten 

tho yes el by pu pin out the salt water wh4;b was in the casks; 

Uuus br.ought his dow along ide to' take i~ our guns; our yards 

top mas~s were lowered, and an anchdr wa carried astern to 

us out. At he carllC!t request of Captain Court, I and the 

tlemen removC'cl to the Assaye, that he mi ht be mor t 

staid 011 board, and 
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was light; the ship was therefore perfectly manageable, and 'wore 

round as she wa ·towed. She with great difficulty ·cleared another 

rock; but by four, I had the satisfaction to be hailed, and told that 

she was safe in a quarter less two fathom, being more than she now 

drew. By lligh~ she was warped further out, .and safely anchored in 

two and a half fathom. I returned at seven to the Panther. Mr. 

Maxfield had our boats to bring him close to us. Our crew, the 

Caplain ~ surcd mc, ad acted wonderfully well, much bell r than 

he coulJ have expected; but of Unus Barilla he spok~ in the 

highest terms of praise. He had ren.dered every personal service, 

with a' cordiality and frjendsh~p that surprised him. He had, with~ 
• 

out scruple, received the loaded cannon on board his dow, and 

had come to cook his provisions in ours. He had headed the work· 

men, had cheered them with singing, and had put up a prayer of 

thanksgiving wh.en we were in safety . He, in con equence, obtained 

handsome prcseuts Ii'om me, Captain Court, and Captain Rudland. , 
To him j~ a great measure the afety of the vessel w sowing, ale 

though probably s1se might have been saved by sending the guns 

to the jsland. This, however, would have been a work of time as 

well as difficulty, for the water round the jsland was shallow. 

January St.-Very early ill the morning we began our' warping, 

and brought the vessel fi'ee of all danger. VVe then sent off Mr. 

Maxfield to examine a p ,age, vhich all the pilots dec1ared to e 

the true OI e, bllt which Mr. Ma~field 's pilo~ had quitted for the 

cuI· dc-sac, wht:~e we h J 0 nearly been ·lost. Mr. S, it visited (he 

island ll~ar wI i we grounded: he 1 '0 'ured a sp j of Oro

banche, with a very Jarge y lIow bloom, a t pelia, a Commelina, 

and a syngencsious plant that eat well as a salad. Several grasses 

V01.. 11. 
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al 0 grew there. It was singulai to find uch a variety of plants on a 

little spot of arid sand. A curious nest, three or four feet in diame

ter, composed of sticks and madrapor ,was found on the ground; it 

belongs to a very large specie of bird that was seen by my servant 

on another ·sland. Fau large egg wer brought me of a fine blue 

colour. 

February t.-Mr. Maxfield on hi return informed us, that the 

pa5sage for a very considerable distance was good, with from seven 

to ten f; thorn; we thercfore Jetermined to try, it. The wind con

tinued to the . of E. which made tacking necessary; we, however, 

got into the true chanuel before night, and anchored in good 

ground. The mountains were visible in the evening, whi-ch here 

again come Ilear to the hore. The hills above Suakin were pointed 

out to us by the pilot . 

ebruary 2.-W e were under weigh about seven; the wind was 

fre h from the N. E. so that we could only just lie our course; the 

sea wa. perfectly mooth, and it rained a little. The channel wa ex· 

tremely narrow, in some parts not mor than a c bIe's len~th from 

shoal to shoal. Mr. Maxfield k pt ahead, making ignals of eight and 

ten fathom .. About five miJe from our auchoriog ground w bore up 

round a point of sand. Unus Barilla had gone 00, and sagaciously 

anchored hi do at the entrance ofthe narrows, where th re is said 

to be only three fathom: we could 110t owe e reach h~L"J? for ,the. 

ind; and the pilots determined to keep orr {; r another page 

ahead, Mr. Maxfield till leading. He soon cam to an anohor, a we 

did instantly, and when he bore up for us, 'Ye lea ned, hat though 

be was in ten falhom, he found the passage 0 narro that he did 

uot like to nter it. It was fortunate he c me up to • for though 
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his anchor had been down not more than a quarter of an hour, yet 

i~ was nearly worn through by the rocks, while we were in trong 

clay. We now determined to send the boats to examine the pas ... 

sage to windward: Mr. Hardy went in the cutter, Mr. Ma field in 

the dow. When they r turned, their reports were rather favour

able ; -but as they penetrated only about five mile to windward, 

and the pilots were flositive they could not take the vessel throu h, 

with the wind 'that now baew, and as they said it might continu~ 

these twenty days, we were for some time u certain how to act. 

We were unwilling to return to Ras Howie, and beat round the. 

outside of the shoals, as we should leave it undecided whether a 

passage existed within them or not j y t to stay here was impracti

cable, as we were pres ed for time, and had only twenty days water 

on board. At length Mr. Hardy proposed that he should go off 

with the dow and cutter, and ascertain the passage the whole way 

to Suakin. This was approved, and we beat up to the windward 

extremity of the land-locked harbour, in which we were lying, and 

which, had it proper and safe entrances, would be one of the finest 

in the world, being in sjze about six miles every way, with generally 

ten fathom, and a good bottom. The passage is, however, unfortu

nately so complicated, and the sand islands are so alike, that no 

ship could venture through it without a pilot. We passed right 

over one shoal not any yards wide, on which there was only thr e 

fathom, and anothe of th arne size, which had five. The sea wa 

asmooth as glas , and the weather fine with us i but it rained 

h rd ov r th lofty Il\ountains of [rica, which, according to Mr. 

Bru e and D'Anville are of porphyry. I d not know :vhat autho

r~ty either had for the assertion. 
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. February S.-Mr. Hardy was gone by four: w saw him quit the 

large pa sage, and enter the smaller, which had a bad appearance. 

The wind has got rou ld to the southward, so it is to be hoped he 

will find a passage somewhere, as we should have considerable 

difficulty in beating back to Howie. Mr. Maxfield came on board 

to brcakfa t, and ipformcd us that the &saye had pruug a leak, 
• 

~nd made . ix inche of water in an hour. 

February 5.-Mr. Hardy returned in the eve~ing, and reported 

that be had f0U11d 1)0 pa age through which the Panther could 

possibly be taken. He had been at Suakin, and had se n the 

Tu kish Dola, from whom he brought as presents to me two 

buJlocks, ten sheep, ten fowls, and a b ~ct of vegetables, which 

were most acoeptable, as our live stock wa reduced to a few f9wl . 

A Dola of lhe Bedow e al 0 reside there, who w s cousidcrabl y 

alarmed at the r port of an English ship's coming, under an idea 

that ~he meau to alt ck the island. He therefore propo ed to 

eize the boat and ·crew. This iud ed would have been a more dif

ficult matter thall l1e suppo cd, as the even sailors with Mr. Hardy 

had mu uets and pIe ty of ball cartriuge. The Turkish Dola, 
,,-

howe er, pre ent d any thing unpleasant. He a sl1red the Beclo-

wee tl a,t he ' new the English well, that he had frequently seen 

t.heit hip Jidda, and t1 t tl ey never diu any harm tQ anyone. 

They, 1 owever, rere stjll boca y; apd said, the En lish never came 

befOJ e, why hould Lh Y do so 11 w? At length they swore Unus 

on the Koran, that all the people inJhe Panther we e good people, 

and m nt n harm to Suakin l' his he did Hlingl, and instantly 

all was friend hip. ardy stat dour situatioll, and the Dola 

s clea of tb dangers. fie ~t a ve y 
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civil message to .me, that he ~vould prepare a hou e for me on 

shore,' and would fire every gun he had in compliment to me, as 

he knew that the English and the Sultaun of Rome were always 

friends. They confirm the circumstance of J i Ida being be ieged, 

which accounts for their civility. I think, however, that a little 

caution is m;c ssary. My servant went to look for shells; he pro

cured a ~ew, and one most beautiC'ul fish. 

February 6.-During the night two of the Lascars ran away 

with the jolly boat; ~hey took with them the sails and rudder 

of the cutte , which, to prevent pursuit, they also cut adrift. Mo~t 

fortunately it was not far off, and was soon secured by Mr, 

. Maxficlrl's small boat. The fellows were out of sight from the m t 

head. We sent Unu direct to Sualcin to represent the circumstance, . 
and offer a reward for the boat, which is a eriou loss. Our new 

pilots are most resp ctable men, and as Mr. Hardy declared that 

they were perfectly acquainted with every sho~l they passed, we 

had sufficient confidence in them to r turn by a new route. An 

island and a shoal formed in on place a very narrow passag ,which 

we had to work through right in the wind's eye, but for ately we 

cleared it. The rest of the passage was bl'O d enough for the ship to 

work tole~abJ}' well. It was far preferable to the One we entered by. 

The pilots expressed the'r astonishment at any body's having been 

able ·to bring a vessel like the Panther into such ~ place, where a 

large dow could hardly en( r with safety. ]n the time of the Egyp

tian trade, t i port seems to have been as little known a Port 

Momington: it may, howe\'er, be the EuaugdionLimen of Ptolemy ; 

but without some b tter authority than his tables) it would be bsurd 

tospea positivc1YOIl t caubject. DonJuan de Castro pa eel thl"Ough 
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the bay, and b, the narrow passage, wh.ieh Mr. Hardy examined in 

going in the c,utter to Suakin. His Marate and Shaback may be 

sought for in vain, among the windings and mazes of this singular 

harbour, which pres nts on the chart uch a mass of confusion, that 

at my particular request Captain Court called it Bother'em Bay. 

Th weather wa fine, the wind light, and the sea ~s smooth as 

gla : w had ight, nine, and ten fathom till we got into the 

channel by whic.h we had entered, at about t~ree o'clock, and soon 

afterwards we came to an anchor. 

,February 1.-We weighed anchor about six, with a favourable 

wind to quit the straits, but directly contrary when we had to bear 

up fOr Sua in. We continu d to tack till three o'clock, when we 

'tlI came to an anchor about four miles E. by N. of Ras Howie, in eleven 

fathoms, mud and sand: we did this from the goodness of the 

bottom, lest we should be obliged to let go in a worse, for the wind 

wa fresh, with a~ 0 siderable degree of swell. We had overfalls 

dUl"ing the day, 'but never ' less than five fathom. It rained in the 

vcning. 

Febr I 8.- It ble so fresh, with rain, that . we could not 

aU rnpt to stir, ~he ind being right in our teeth. Mr. Maxfield's 

cable parted; we sent our cutter to heave the anchor by, the buoy, 

but lh rope was so rotten that it immediately broke. He let go two 

small ·anchors, out they would nol hold; we were therefore obJig .d . 
to give him a hCl ~r, and let him hang to our tern. It moderated 

in the afternoon, after several heavy showers, when the swell ent 

gra.dually down, till at night it was erfect~y calm. 

February 9.-1t was nearly calm, but we ~ejgh d at daylight in 

hop of a fair wind. It frcsh-e ed gradually till one, nen IV 
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were nearly opposite two islands, whi h the pilot nam d omething 

so like HurroQ Riot, that I could not help being amused with the 

re'emblance. These isJallds, they aid, were ,half way from our 

anchoring ground, yet we had not made above nine miles, and we 

understood Suakin was a,.good 'day' run. There is here goo,d anchor

age, aud they wanted us to stop; but as there was a favourable 
• 

bree~e, we represented to them the probability of our reaching 

Suakin, to which theyacee ed. The clouds hung over the high 

hills, and perfectly concealed them from our view during the greater 

part of the dely j the pilots therefore were very anxious to come to . 

au anchor about four o'clock, with which we complied, as the 

water was gradually deepening. We had a good bottom in twenty

four fathom; the Assaye wa fastened to us. 

February Jo,- -At seven we weighed anchor, and made sail with a 

light air from the southward. W passed between some islands, and 

found good soundings, but with overfall at very short distances; 

the water as smooth as glass. We wer~, in fact, ailing in a channel, 

formed by a reef and a chain of sand banks; there vere also shoal 

bel ween us and lhe shore. We were not a little ~urp . ed to find 

excellent an horing ground within six miles of Suakin, when the 

waler b cam~ too deep. We went too quick to get soundings till' 

off the entrance of the pa sage., which is not sixty f: thorn wide, but 

lead to a wider reach, where th pilots insi ted on our casling 

anchor, though at above a mile di tance from the town. As they 

con£ sed that tb y had received orders to do it from the OoJa, we 

submitted, and let go an.anchor in sixl t:11 fathom, the deepe t part 

of the l)d-locked ba on being nineteell fcl~llQm, ped elly fr from 

ro k. A amaH tort was building 011 a little islaDd to the nortbwara. 
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e sent Abdallah in the evening with compliment to the two 

F bruary I 1.- In the night a strong gale came <tn from the north

westward, and over et our anchor into th deepe t water. It how

ever struck there, and held liS at a ICw yards distance from the S. 

easternmost shoal, in ot a very plea ant situalion. Captain Court . 
and I were both on deck, and I wa ju t returnin to my cot when 

we saw a boat coming down tht: he rbour. It n arl)" ran foul of 

us; on bing bai ed. Abdalldl answered, aud we found tInt he 

. had brought u off a bullock a a present from the Dola, and nu

mer us compliments. It blew very fre h all night, and the sea beat 

very beav on Lhe out ide of the r ef and boal. In til morning 

the h ze a 0 great, we could hardly distinguish the town; the 

mountain were erfectly covered. 

wo boats came t() u at br kfast; one with the pilots; the 
• 

other contaiu d the son of th Bedowee Dola, who brought a pre-
• 

sent of he p and vcgeta Ie. This vi it rave me great pleasure, 

as it p 0 ed a total eha ge of 'Opillio ill our fa Uf, and showed 

a great fidence in our ho pitality,.a hi father had been the 

person '{ tho proposed detainiug Mr. Hardy aqd the boat' crew •.. 

e '\ as a g od-I okiog young m 0, and hand omcly dre" sed. He 

assured of every as i taoe from hjs father, who was, he said, 

the chi f oflhe most considerable tr'b of Bedowee iq th vicinity. 

He inform d me, that the I Uer. I brought' from the a ... ib of 

Mas owah was for himself. It w s immediately deliver d. H r ad, 



came back soon. He brought me word the Turkish Dola was very 

angry with the young Dola [J ' r having vi . ted me first who had 

pleaded, that' he only Game to get the ayib's letter" which he had 

learned I had for him, from a Dow of the Nayib'$, ~h t had quit ed . 

Massowah since I did. The durkish Dola e,nt me rd not t re

ceive presebts from any body; that h was master here, alld wo Id 

s:up I y the ship with eve , thing she wanted. 

I had sent a message by the young Dola, tnat I intended to go on 

hore the next morning tovisit the Chiefs, but the Turki h Dola ow 

sent word by Abdallah, that he desired (would ot; that. the 1 eopJe 

would all be wanting to give me presents, ana to obtai others in 

return; seeking un er that pretence to se their at tiel s at a high r 

price than they would otherwise bring; but that he oul\.l hi self 

pay me a visit in the everPng. I uspected the fact va , that he 

wished to secure all the presents himself. At night ~noth me ge 

came off, that the Bedo ee la had insisted 00 coming with him, 

and that therefore he WQQld not come; but if I 'chOse to pay him a 

visit 0'0 shore, he should be happy t see me. I sent wbrd I cer-
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bullocks a a pre ent from his uncle, who, (and not his father, I 

Lefore understood,) i roir of thp Chief Bedowee tribe in th 

neighbourhood. Captain Rudland, Mr. alt, and my elfl ore 

iat c dresses; Captain Court was in his uniform. We departe 

soon aft r break ast, under a salute of eventeen guns. On landing, 

o gun was fired, hich shoo the ortar from the ga e ay under 

hich we were pa sing. Two J anisaries in decent red dresses 

con ct d us t a 'little plai room, at the upper nd 0 which as 

laced a commo couch of the country, covered with a carpet 

and two cushions; 0 the right of this were three chairs, ~ fourth 

was soon brought. Opposite was a low stone bench covered itli 

carpet; behind us was the same, both extending the whole 

len h of th building A reverend Arab of, ixty, tall, and thin, 

a by Emir Mohammed, as his father. The ll, ual 

colnpliments passed. After being seated a little time, the Turkish 

Dola entered, and, making a geue 

paid our compliments through A 

b pilots b had sent 

salaam, seated himself. We 

allah, and "retunled thanks for 
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a8 under a Turkish Pacha. I made many iflquiries, if possiblef to 

dehect hi~ in an error, but he answered so correctly as to induce 

us to b~lieve the account, so far as related to» a British force bemg 

at Ale andria, and Egypt's being quiet; tW? most important objects 

to us, as securing our safe passage through Egypt, and peedy 

departure from Ale and ria for Europe. It much increased r 

impatience to reach Cosseir. 
'/ 

Aftet ,itting an hour, sherbet, made with honey, wa hande 

about,' Afterwards a khel ut ,was put over my shoulders, which, to 

my great surprise, as of the most holy colour, green. Such a gift 

would never have beeu permitted in Turkey a few years ago. ven 

the wearing a bit of that colour would have been dangerous ~o a 

Christian. It was handsomely lined with ermine. I asked Emir 

Mahomtned where these kins were procured: he said they were 

110t 0 this country, but that the dresses were sent from Constan

tinople to be given on public occasions, and that the Dola brou ht 

them from Jidda. Captain Court, who sat next me, had yellow 

khelaut, lined also' rmine, but old and discoloured. I W'lS su -

ood, The Dola was a dignifi 1·11)an~ with 

p. , a blund rbusses. Before our depa ture, he promi 

on board tbe Panther tbe DQt day. Hi ervant 



il an e:levation, loa mue better than they really are. It covers the 

hole of a small i land, it did in the days of De Castro, but the 

exten iv trati t which; according to his account, had renpe d it 

superio~ ev ry city he had see ,e eept Lisbon, ha n rly va

ni h tI, and in tead of mime u ips, unloading their cargoes on 

e err ide of the island, into tlie houses of m l'chants, I could only 

perceive a few miserable clows anchored along . de of a few wretched 

hOll s. The port however ~t.i11 tains all its adyantag , and 

. ve el larg r than th Panther might anchor close to the island, 

where there is seven fathom. 'nville' chart i acclhlit a to 

the outline, but he has erred greatly with respe.ct to the ,depth of 

wat~r, which is fmm fifteen to nineteen fathoms the whole way 

t"O the town. He has likewise been mi taken in the relative size of. 

the two islands, hich is nearly equal, and in its latitude, which, 

after th Portuguese, he has slated as 19° ~O' . in tead of 190 4' 8". 

I believe D' AnV'ille is correct in his SUPPOsition, that this' wa 

th Soter Limen Qf Diodorus, the T 1 Soter of Ptolemy, but r 
tttin it ill deserves the description le has given of it, a the 

.arest asyiUm for navigators on this ooast. The reefs and shoals 

nder an approach to it Htrem Iy 
·f'ft1I*n.... of e mouth makes 

ina. 
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unk into political insignificance in Arabia, Suakin has been kept 

from total ruin only by the caravan, which still come annuaJly ' 

from the interior of Africa, by S nnaar, to that place, in their way 

to Mecca. The town it elf i aJ 1 that belo 19S to the Sublime Porte, . . 
and th ir ala or Aga, dares not put I i fOOl on the main land, 

wbi~h belon to a powerful tribe of Bedow e, wI () take thei 

name Ira the town, and call them el e akini. To them, a I 

, have before ob erv~d, belong the cou try around Port Mornington, 

and tlieir influence must extend to Macowar, as Emir Mohammed 

ha offered to send a man with us to that place, who, he says, 

'Will procure u provisions the whole way, but he at the arne time 

wam us on no a<.:count to ·land 0 rselves. As we returned to the 

hip it blew fresn, but as the pa age wa marked out by buoy, 

fixed on the and heads, we met with no accident; hat a con

venience it would be at Mocha, if the arne precaution had been . 

taken by the Government ! 

February Is.-The weather was much more moderate and cool. 

The Data paid u an early vi it, and was .in high ood humour, 

talking much of his friendship for the English. and claiming an 

acquaintance with Captain Court, whom, he said, he had seen at 

Jidda. 'fllis. thou h a mistake, wa acquiesced in rom prudential 

motives. I enquired how loog he had been at Suakin. He replied, 

t 0 yea ; that the appointment as annual, but that frequ ntly 

the ame rson was allowed to stay ten years in office-I presume, 

trives to bribe ttJe Pacha at Jidda, in whose hand is the 

. ment. 1 leamed"fr. him, that the caravan will set off to-

ill be about twenty-five days on the 

. t ther~ tbat u.. was dead, and 



no on had succeeded, but that the Vizier mana ed every thing. 

he bad several peo Ie ith him, I again asked, if there was 

any rive on a par of this coast. They all pusitivelyassured me 

that ther as lot, though there was plenty of fresh water at everal 

plae . I also enqu~r~d r pecting ruin on the coast; particularly 
. any pillars isted: they equaUy denied knowledge of either; 

and the Bedo ee declared, that if there w r any they could not be 

, ignorant of th ,m. The Turkish Dola drank cofii e j the old Bedowee 

. eat some sw etmeats, but only just ta ted the coffee. 

Some of the followers had sat down on one of the couches. he 

murk asked'why I permitted it; I replied that I could not pre

sume to give any orders to his people when he was by . . H how

ever did not order them to remove, nor do I thinI{ tlleywould have 

obeyed; but he said laughing, " they are like the animals I send 

you on board, goats and sheep, ignorant and stupid, they know no 

etter." He reqq.ested permission to have his hookah, which was 

granted. He declined sherbet,' and after a visit of st!veral hours 

said he wished to have his present, and take his leave. Abdallah 

put on him a shawl of old ti sue, which is worn as a scarf over 

the right shoulder, alld llnder th left arm. I also pre3ented him 

with a turban of the same materials. The Bedowee Dola had a scarf 
# 

of an i.nferior quality. H took h' leave in much good humour, and 

was saluted with three guns as he was on his arrival. We ' had 

brought off several loads of stone from Ihe island to use as ballast, t 



l 
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My servant killea a beautiful flamingo: the under feathers of 

the wing, black; the rest gradually shading from a fine carlet to a 

pure white. It wa four feet from the tip of the beak to the ex- , 
ttemityof the toe, and about the same from wing's end to wing' 

end. Abdallah rbCured us from the town a <Jood veget bIe, a Che

nopodium, tlut tasted xactly like spinach. This, the Hibiscus escu· 

lentu , and green pumpkin were an that were procurable. 

The people them elves seem civil and gooq natured; none of 

them are armed: they wear a piece of white cloth wrapped round 

their middle, and thrown over the shoulder. In general their 

figures are very fine, and the expres ion of their countenances good. 

They are of a dark copper colour, their hair is omewhat woolly 

drawn out into points, an dres ed with fat, occasionally powdered 

with red; a piece of wood is stuck through it, nearly horizontally, 

which they frequently use to di turb any aniOlalcula that bite too 

hard. It is in shape like a porcupine's quill, and f course polished 

by the grease. They al 0 use it to eparate the hair into ringlet~ 

and turn it found the finger. Many had the long hair behind se

parated by a narrow shaved passage, from the front curly divi ion, 

which was formed into an oval. They certainly are on the vhole 

a well looking race of people. Their ski are perfectly clear from 

eruption of any ort, but are much marked. wher actual cautery 

baa been applied as a remedy iOr local disea e. We saw great 

nwnbers durina our stay, a every day trangers came off in the 

wat.e ,boat to view the ship. I have given an etching of a mao, 

who a& above ix feet high, and had a most singular e pre sion of 

oountenallce. The likenes i admirably pre d. It is impossible 

to be struck by the resemblance bet eeo an the South 
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a islanders, a drawn in Captain Cook' voyage. Tl eir teeth, 

which are beautifully white and T gular, they con tantly clean 

with a piece of the rack-wood. Til y w ar nothing on the head, 

which is suffi iel tly protected from the sun by the rna of wool 

and gre e hal covers it. 

We get fifteen barrel of water a day, so that, we shall be 

six days in compl ting our stock: it i good, and tolerably clear. 

Th y have hoth w l1s and tanks. Fish we buy in ahundance and 

cheap; the mullet are particularly fine: our people are busy, orwe 

might ea ily catch enough ourselv s. Mr. Maxfield's pilot made 

1 i e cape on hore. e h d detain d him lest he should breed any 

mOJ1 , mi chief. I recoIl cled that [ had two letters given me by 

Devarre wh n I as coming hither in the Antelope. I looked them 

out, an ent them to the people, who irnmediat ly came off, and 

proved to b v ry re pectabl men; merchants of cour e. I learned 

from th m that othing wa brought from the interior of Africa to 

thi pla e, e cept slave ,horses, gold, and ivory: in which articles, 

lw vever, a v ry considerable trade is carried on. 

February 14.-AbdalJah, who had been sent on shore for pro

visions, returned with the ater-boat, which arrives regularly about 

eight. H brought m word, that there had been vehement dis

pute on shore; that Emir fohammed told him, he had larned 

gave five hundred dollars to the yib of Ma owah, and that 

the &dow Emirs ~ anted to come off, with presents, and ask for 

the same um. That both Unus and h had inquired whether this 

was in hi letter, and defied him to produce it. He said, no, it was 

d been told so; no doubt by • Maxfield's rascally 

declare it was an absolute falshood; that th English 
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never gave presents of that sort, that they only came here for pr 

visions, and 'would pay for what they got, but would receive 110 pre

sents or make returns. The two Dolas and the Emir took our part, 

and the whole business was amicably adjusted. T~ree sheep were 

sent off, but Abdallah told me the Emir said hey would be one dollar 

and a half e~ch. This was evidently an imposition, though ey were 

worth double the prjce of those we obtained at Massowah. One of the 

merchants to whom I had letters, was on board; I spoke to him, and 

he admitted the price was too high, for that a dollar was sufficient 

for the best, three-fourths for a middling one, and half a dollar for 

a small one. I said that, at that rate, I would buy for the crew; but 

if the other price was charged, I ould not want half the quantity, 

as I should only buy for my elf. He said, he was a friend of Emir 

Mohammed, and would speak to him. A brother of Emir Moham

med was on board, to consult M~'. Macgie, who also promi ed to do 

the same. Abdallah brought a message from the Emir, that his 

brother was that day to be married, and requested that when the 

town guns were fired, we :would fire three, which was promised. He 

also requested a few pounds of sugar-candy, and two candles: the 

fonner we sent, the latter we could not spare. Abdallah went on 

shore. The boys went a hell-hunting on the reefs, and procured some 

very good ones. The wind varied much in the course of the day. 

It was once E. The weather was moderate and pleasant. 

F .. bruary 15.-T,be water-boat and Abdal1ah came off as usual. 

fie brought two large sheep for a dollar eacn, and some vegetabl 

On enquiring res~ 
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pleasant intelligence, as we were short of rice, and other articles; 

the cock-roaches having eaten much and wasted mor~. The wea

ther, as usual; wind from the . E. and . W. e took on board 

more stones, baving received the requisite permission, on paying 

seven dollars. I had a eHet' from the Dola, saying that the pilots 

who br ght us in had in'the first instal1ce been promised thirty

five dollars . . We had paid them twenty, with which they de

'parted extremely well satisfied; this therefore was too bar faced 

an imposition to succeed. We laughed at the demand, and refused 

to pay it. 

February J 6. - The water came off at eight, and Abdallah 

brought fWo large sheep, and a request [rom the Dola, that we 

would give him som tobacco. We sent him ten pounds. Unus 

carne off for his letter, and to take his leave, his bargaih extending 

only to this place. We gave him fl'o~ the Company thkty 

dollars for his exertions in saving the Panther when aground, with 
• which he was the more delighted, as he had no expectations 

beyond the presents we had given him that night. We asked if he 

would hire himself to accompany us as far as Jibbel Macowar, to 

which place we meant to have pilots; their knowledge of the coast . 

extending no further, as they there strike off for Jidda. He said 



would take care to have plenty. This cxcite<l a laugh against 

the petitioners, and their friends continued to ridicule them till 

r they left the vessel. I should recommend to every person, who 

means to touch on tbis coast, to have piTits to spare: all soldiers 

drink publicly, and many others in private. I need not observe, 

. that, to those who like it, no present is 0 acceptable. Common 

white cloth is' another useful article for barter. Our tobacco has 

been of the greatest service, our sweetmeats have also been ac

ceptable to all visitors. We sent AbdalJah on shore to procure 

fowls, even at only fOUT for a dollar, our stock of them being 

'completely exhausted. It is a bad precedent, but they really seeOl 

to be scarce. At each place we were told there were plenty at the 

next, but, on our arrival, we only experienced disappointment. The 

air was pleasant and cool. 

February 17.-The water came off, but Abdallah staid on shore. 

Mr. Maxfield sent and procured some ghee, and five hundred 

weight of juwarry, for thirteen dollars. Tbe welther was .cloudy, 

but moderate. 

February 18.-It rained hard till ten, when the young DoJa came 

off with several of his friends, and his ide brother, who was rather 

better. We had a long con ersation about libbel Macowar, hich by 

Bruce is placed in i.o . and by other in 21 0 and a half. They talk 

of its being far fro ence as Massowah. We cannot ascertain 

precisely w 't . i hich we are anxious to do, that we glay 

know what~rice to pay the pilot. The Emirs offered to hire 

one on shor , but we thought it more advi~ble to have him 

to us, th~t we might ma~e t c · bargain ~r 1 

d 11 1'& eacb to 
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something for himself, and to procure provisions. He will be satis

fied with one hundred dollars, which, if Macowar i in 24°, is mo

derate, in compari on of the price from Moch~ hither. 

The young Dola is impatient that we should depart, as he will 

then go with the caravan to Sennaar, which only waits for his bing 

at leisure. He informed me, that he had frequently been this . 

journey, since his father had thought him old enoug to have the 

care of the caravan. I asked him, if the Vizier continued to collect 

the r enue frou the .1ul!abitants of the southern country, as they 

passed up into the sands; he said he knew of no such thing. I made 

every possible inquiry, but in vain, he still persevering in hi asser-
• 

ion, that no uch thing ever took place. I made Abdallah trans-

late to him Bruce's history of the Zimb or Tsaltsalya, but he posi

tivelyasserted that he had n ver heard of the animal. As he was' 

extremely free in his communications 01:4 every other subject, ' and 

had no motive for concealment on this, I cannot attribute to him 

a wanton and deliberate falshood, merely because Mr. Bruce has 

asserted the contrary, on whose veracity, I confess, I have lost all 

dependence. These declarations of Emir Mohammed are confirmed 

by the testimony of Mr . . Brown, who assures me, that, when travel

ling in Africa, he made the same i ' quiries of people who had 

visited Sennaar, and with the same success. I ~an declare from my 
. now ledge, that th re i no foundation for his ertion that 

migration takes place from Cape Gardafui 



hich, probably, Mr. Bruce caught lhe idea . 

him no opportunity of ascer~aining the fact. 

The young Dola requested a letter from me to show at Mocha, 

which he frequently ,visit in the way of trade. He also hoped we 

would give him a present, when we settled accounts, for the trouble 

he had ta cn. He again drank tea, and praised it. 

After hi depart.ure the Steward informed the first Lieutenant 

that there was n9t a sing] day's rice on board, although, when we 

sailed from Bombay on the J st of December, it was understood that 

we had a sufficiency for five months. Upon examining the accounts, 

we found there ought to be one hundred and thirty-three maund, 

supposing every man had had his full allowance since our de

parture, which has not been the case. It is too large a quantity to 

have been consumed or wasted; we therefore must owe the incon

venience to a fraud. The hurry in which the panther was sent to 

sea rendered it impossible for Captain Court to look to the stores. 

We immediately sent to the town to buy all the j warry that could 

be got. Our poor , Lascal'$ wiU regret the exchan e, but there is no 

remedy. 

e now thought it advisable to examine our other store, and 

the reSult was a discove that we bad only a sufficient uantity 

of flour left for ODC eek, the cock roache baving devou.-ed tl1e 

tely our ere had peen served with biscuit for a period 

f st of reb. This dl:fici ncy fell 011 the white men, 

WSlIlrr1'l'e2.l ly. a rming. The Captain called them an aft, an 
:~ .. oovcry: he told them th t a y grain that could 

(1ul 
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a)Jowance of biscuit Jast till the J 5 th of March,by which time he 

had every reason to hope he should reach that pJace. To the 

Lascars he promised jm arry., and fresh meat. The hole were in 

perfect good humour, and assured him they w re at"isfied . 

. February 19.-1t blew fresher tban u ual, with showers. Th 

b6at came off with our sheep. water, and vtgetables. 

We have every reason to rejoice that we ma~e ~akin the day 

we did: ever since, the wind has been so steady to the northward, 

that w couid not IJave quitted Bothet'em Bay, and our disttess 

there for water and provisions would have been great indeed. It 

was al 0 fortunate that the northerly winds had blown only at a 

period when, by our having a complete stock of water to take in, 

they caused no delay. Their continuance however excited an 

unpleasant suspicion in ~y mind, that the monsoon had changed; 

which Mr. Macgie increased by the infOlmation, that he once sailed 

on the 1st of March from Jidda, and was six weeks in reaching 

Suez. The delay, however, was in getting through the Straits of 

lubal. The natives console me by saying, that this is always a rainy 

month with "them, and that it will probably clear up in a day or 

two, and a southerly wind set in. 

Abdallah came off in the evening, and brought some juwarry. 

was willing to go, but his men objected. V sent Abdallah 

with 'a message to the Elll1r~ that we should glad to hire a 
and a dow; but that f ey could not b befOre 

e should on that without the . 

Ii 
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but common. In the evening the Emir, the old pilot, and Unus, 

came off. Unus still pleaded that hi , crew would not go. The 

Emir agreed to let us have a boat of his; and the old pilot said, if 

we would pay him the fifteen dollar, he ~vas ready to engage. 

Before we would promise this, we demanded what he;: asked for 

pilotage: he said, one hundred and sixty dollars; adding, that he 

received thirty or forty tor a dow. We were amused by the argu

ment, though provoked by the impudence of the demand. The 

Emir told him he was a fool, and I observed it was so totally out 

of the question, that I would say nothing more. At length he 

wished to know what I would giv&; observing that it was a very 

large vessel, and a very dangerous passage. I replied, that he 

med to have forgotten his telling me that the way was good t.o 

Macowar, and that the size of the vessel was nothing to him, as we 

did not want him to be answerable for it. That I con idel'ed it as 
worth one-third as much (\s the pilotage from Mocha; that I would 

therefore give fifty dollars, and no more; that on the ame princi

ciple I would give one hundred for a dow. If they did not choose 

to take that, I would sail without either. The argument lasted a 

long time: the Emir wished me to give sixty, which I refu ed, and 

they went away without any thing being settled; bllt Unus said 

apart, that he would settle every thing. 

The sheep and vegetables are ready. The Emir wish d us to 

visit him, which I promised to do, if it should be fine weather, and 

I should be weI He agreed to come on board to-morrow, W 

every :lc.couot 5bould be settlerl. Our at~ i complete, and Mr. 
Maxfield has most We have 0 Iy tQ sc.ow the gang casu. 

his 
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him, and got some presents. Captain Court took bearings for a plan 

of Suakin harbour. 

February !U .-As I had everal letters to write, I requested the 

other genLlemen to pay their visit to the Dola without me. They 

set off soon after breakfast. On their return, I found that, after vi

siting Emir Mohammed, they had (Jone to pay their compliments to' 

the Turkish Dola. He was at first in a very ill humour. The pilot 

had positively refused to go with us for less than sixty-five dol

lar ; the thcrefl r applied to the Dola to know if he could assist 

us. He now broke forth, and represented, that we could not expect 

to h,ire another pilot, when we. had not paid the last all his 'wages. 

The Captain repeated to him our reasons; but he positi,,:,ely de

clared, he had himself hired them for thirty. five dollars. Cap ·n, 

Court assured him, that liad the men claimed five hundred on his 

word, we would have paid them, and that the money should be 

sent to him on the morrow. He was now in a good humour, and 

asked. for something Lo make his back strong. This was referred to 

th Doctor. 

Emir Mohammed came on board in the evening with the mer-

eh of us, Iel~ of recommend

rote to Mr. Pringle' lavour of 
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submit to their demands, and pay the hundred dollars for the dow, 

and sixty-five for the pilot j since, if we did not, it would be out of 

our power to examine the coast as far as Macowar, which I wa ex

tremely anxious to do, both from personal inclination, and a sense 

of duty. The dangerou state of the Assaye also made a boat desir

able; besides that we were unacquainted with the passage among 

the shoals into the open sea. We therefore notified our change of sen

timent to the Dola, who promised that every thing should be ready 

by to-morrow evening. We were impatient to be gone, as the weather 

was very fine, and the wind in the middle of the day came round 

to the east. 

February Q2.-The pilot and Emir Mohammed came off in the 

morning with two nephews of the Turkish Dola. They would not 

drink coffee, which is not permitted till they are fifteen, but they 

took sweetmeats. I gave the Emir fifty dollars, a turban, and cum

murbund, for his exertions. We sent the old Dola a little oil of cin-
• 

namon, and fifty pounds of powder. The old pilot agreed to go, 

and received his money. Unus took his leave with sorrow. He 

begged a flag, and wanted other articles, which, being unreasonable, 

were refused. The Emir obtained from us a half·hour salld-gla s. 

On his departure we salut~d him with two guns. A dow arrived 

ye terday from Jidda. I was happy to hear from the Turkish Dola, 

that she brought a confirmation of the Egyptian news, and that there 

was a Paclla waiting to pass from uez to Jidda with a large army. 

The weathrr was very mild, and at twelve the wind came round to 

the eastward, and gave us hopes of a favourable change. , 
February 2B.-The dow came off early in the morning. From 

the narrowness of the harbour we were obliged to warp, and made 

VOL. 11. 
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but little way; our crew not being sufficient, and our boats scarcely 

stron enough to sustain the weight of a large cable. It blew fresher 

than yesterday, from th N. and N. E. 

February 24.-ln the night the wind gradually increased to a 

gale, and we were nearly driven on th southern shoal, by our an

chor' falling into the deepest part of the channel: there, however, 

it held fast. When more moderate, we warped farther, but dragged 

bade, the wind being fre h, and right into the mouth of the har

bour. We kept «lui t the whole 0 the afternoon. 

February 25.-It blew fresh and adverse in the night, and till 

the sun rose, when the swell and wind went down. We again be

gan to warp out, but our anchor fell into deep water, and we were 

within ten feet of the southerll1 shoal. We found, to our cost, that in 

northerly wind this harbour is a prison. It is too narrow to work 

in, and too deep to warp out of, with facility. When the winds are 

from the south, ther j a regular land breeze every morning, which 

obvutes all difficulties. The old pilot says, the southerly winds blow 

here eight months out of the twelve, but ne er for any leugth of time 

without intermission. From all I can learn from different peop]e, 

who have been in the Red Sea, I believe that there is no season in 

hich the winds blow from one point without changing for a few 

day ; and, in the middle part of the gulf, they may almost be called 

variable, at lea t as much so as in the British Channel, where, for 

nine months in the year, the wind blows from the westward. We 

have for five weeks had N. E. winds, yet the monsoons of this sea 

are said (,0 he N. W: and S. E. After a hard day's labour we regained 

the spot from which Wi were driven yesterday. It is fortunate for 

us that e pro<:ured at Mocha some native hawsen made of a grass, 
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with which we cleared the harbour, by fastening them to the bea

cons raised at the points of the shoals by the pilots of the place. 

These hawsers are much lighter than the European, and a less boat 

will consequently carry them out. If Suakin was in the hands of 

an European power, rings might easily be fixed in these rocks, and 

the warping out would be no longer difficult. As it is in the hand 

of the Turks: more has been done than could be expected. On 

getting out we found a chorage at twenty-five fathom, when in 

entering we could find no bottom, from the rapidity with which we 

moved. This is of great importance, as the passage into the 

harbour is so extremely narrow. 

• 



C HAP T E R VII. 

Departure from Suakin.-Lent Bay.- Sheik Baroud.-Daroor.-Danger of the 
Panther among the locks.-Loss of anchors-Recovery of them.-Salaka.-Mouse
trap Bay.-Gale of win d.-Obliged to return to Mocna.-Observations on Macowar, 
probably the Berenice Pnncrysos of the Ancients.-Observations on Mr. Bruce's 
supposed Voyage from Cosseir to Macowar. - Conjectu~s respecting Myos 
Hormos. -Arrival at Massowah.-Visit to lhe Island of Valentia.-Return to Mocha. 
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FEB R U A It y ~6.-It was moderate in the morning, with a fine land 

breeze, when all ,the dow~ left the harbour. Un us passed us, mak

ing his salaams, with his English colours Hying. By nine we were 

under weigh, accompanied by Mr. Maxfield, the dow, and a smaller 

boat. Thesea breeze did not set in favourably, but held to the N. 

of N.E; we, of cours , made but little way. The cbannel was 

very narrow, and our tacks short. About twelve it freshened con· 

siderably, and continued to do so till four, when it was due north. 

The pilot pointed out an anchoring ' ground, for which we stood; 

but he changed his mind, and pushed on for another, which we 

soon found it impossible to reach; and indeed hilJ account of it was 

110t very pleasant: he said it was near the shore, and in forty 

fathom. It blew very fresh, and the sky promised a gale. Captain 

Court therefore returned to the first. We had only our stay-sail and 

mizen set, yet were going five knots an hour. As we neared the 

shore there were no soundings, till the ~an in the chains called out 

four fathom rocks. Excedingly alarmed, we instantly tried to let 

go the stream anchor with the chain, but it would not run; we then 

let go the bower, which went. The next heave was ten fathom, mud, 

and then fourteen, in which we let go the stream anchor. We now 

found ourselves in a perreet bason formed by a circle of rocks, over 

a part of which we had passed. The pilot knew what he was about; 
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but being rather alarmed, and anxious, he had omitted giving us 

notice that we should pass such a shallow spot. The entrance is 

narrow, as not half a cable's length to larboard we found a quarter 

less one. Mr. Maxfield kept to starboard under bare poles, but 

came in very fast. He had nothing to fear where we had passed. 

It blew a gale all night, and we had reason to be thankful that we 

had safely entered this bason. We were sufficiently p!'otected from 

the sweU, and had excellent holding ground, a fine blue clay; yet 

never did we run a greater risk than in entering. Not knowing 

the place, we were obliged to trust to a pilot with whom we could 

have no communication, except through an interpreter. He was 

alarmed; the ship was going at th rate of five knots an hour, 

and the evening was dark; yet, with all this, we were to pass a 

strait where a mistake of half a cable would have carried us to 

destruction. 

February 27.-It blew too fresh in the morning to heave our 

anchors. Perceivting that . the shore next to us was formed of a 

parcel of islands covered with trees, a party was sent off to cut 

some wood. Mr. Salt and my servant went in the boat; they 

returned at nine. Mr. Salt could find no plants; and he reported that 

these islands, at low water, are connected with the main land, and 

that they are only a kind of sunderbunds, composed of the rack tree, 

with a reef of rocks towards the sea protecting the whole line. My 

servant shot one ofthe very large grey birds, that we have often mis

taken for natives; it stands nearly six feet upright. )ly the meridian 

altitude we made yesterday but seven miles. Though the PaIlther 

aUs better for the ballast we took in, yet, from her great height 

~bove the water, she makes hardly any w~y ~gainst a foul windt 
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Had the monsoon set in from the northward, I know not what we 

should have done. On the next day was to be a new moon, from 

which we had considerable hopes, as the day had been moderate, 

and the sky clear. 

February 28.-It blew too fresh to stir with safety, as we found 

by experien~e; for in trying to get under weigh, our anchor 

\ dragged, and we were obliged to let go another. We therefore con

tinued in statu quo, hopirig that the change of the moon would yet 

bring a change of weather. 

March I.-It blew a gale in the night from the N. N. W, so as to 

oblige us to let go a third anchor, by which we rode safely. It 

lulled towards morning, and we attempted to get der weigh, 

though there was a' considerable swell. In doing this we drifte~ to 

within a quarter of a cable's length of the rock, that has but a 

quarter ]e s one on it. In the course of the morning we contrived 

to get an anchor down farther from it. It blew very fresh; but the 
» 

sky was clear. A fishing boat from Suakin brought us fish yesterday 

and to day. The fishermen say they will follow us as far as they 

.can; our custom is too valuable to be given up easily . . 

March 2.-It blew very fresh in the night: the Assaye dragged, 

and then parted her anchor. Mr. Maxfield Jet go his last vhen only 

in three fathom, rock, at which time there was a very heavy swell 

from the northward. His situation being dangerous, he fired signal 

gUllS of distress. We immediately sent off our cutter with a haw er, 

and fortuIlately .his vessel rode safe till it was faslen d; we then 

warpe~ her astern of w. 'Jt was extr melyalarming for us also, since, 

if the wind had come round two points to the westward, we should 

in all probability have been driven on the dangerous rock that was so 
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near us. We had three anchors down, and a fourth ready to let go: 

fortwlately the wind continued in the same point. It was cold all 

day, and the motion was considerable. Mr. Maxfield came on board 

to report, that his ship made much more water, and drat the whole 

of her was, he believed t rotten. The pilot also added his share of 

comfort, by positively asserting that the N. W. monsoon had set in, . 
and that we should have no change of wind. This would have been I 

bad news, a we should have been obliged to go to Jidda to obtain 

a upply of pro lSiOllS, and abandon the survey of the coast to 

Macowar, which I find Bruce positively asserts is in 24° N. and that 

he was there. 

March 3.-It was more moderate during the night, and towards 

morning quite calm. We took advantage of it to get up two of our 

anchors, putting down one at a sufficient distance to secure us fFom 

th rock, before mentioned. At twelve the wind was from the east

ward, but too light for us to venture out at so late an hour. The 
• 

spring tides are over, and we hope the fine weather will continue 

till the next, before which time we ought to be safe at Cosseir. The 

Captain and Mr. Hardy went to examine the Assaye, and found her 

quite as bad as reported, her timbers being perfectly rotten. They 

thought that she might be trusted in fine weather, but were satisfied 

that whenever we met with a change of the monsoon, she must be 

abandoned. Yet it is but four months since she was purchased by 

the East India Company's marine officers at Bombay, after having 

been, as they said, regularly inspected, and report d fit for service. 

March 4.-The breeze came off' from tpe land, and we got safe 

out by seven from our unpleasant station, which we called Lent Bay, 

having passed the reef in two fathom and a half; soon afterwards we 




