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CHAPTER I

“ AuvcusT 14, 1805. Avrrrovcu at day light I urged our people to
make all expedition, it was nine o'clock before the baggage was pro-
perly arranged, when we left Dixan on -our way to Antalow., We
had the satisfaction of finding our mules not inferior to those that
brought us to Dixan.

“ We passed the ehurch to our right, and then proceeded over
a rocky hill, at the foot of which were some small vallies, and be-
yend them a village called Hadawe. We had scarcely passed this
. latter place, when we were followed by some of its inhabitants, who

much wished us to halt there; among these was one of the Bahar-
3



-

4 ‘ : ADIOOLTA.

negash’s sons, named Socinius, whese urgent anxiety to prevail upon
us, evidently shewed how much he was interested in our detention.
We however pressed forward, passing over the plain of Zarai, which
strongly réminded ‘me of the Vale of Evesham in Worcestershire.
The whole was in a high state of cultivation, and disposed in ridges
for the convenience of irrigating the land. A little farther on, we
passed a clear brook running down the middle of the valley, on
the bank of which a party of travellers were resting themselves.
We also saw here an Abou Gumba, and many Guinea fowls.
Hence we began te wind round the side of the mountain, which
makes a very conspicuous object in the view from Dixan; and soon
came in sight of another village on our left, called Adishud, on a
very lofty hill, that would form a good situation for a fort. Imme-
diately in front of us, at about the distance of three miles, was the
village of Adioolta, placed as conspicuously as the one beforemen-
tioned. A large Daroo tree stands in the middle of the plain, near
which we were not a little surprised at meeting with a band of
musicians, who immediately ran forward before us, blowing their
trumpets and beating their drums, so as to make a most discordant
conceért. There being some appearance of rain, our guides conducted
us towards Adioolta, where we were met by another Baharnegash,
for so they call every head man of a town. We were not received
by him with much civility, and he appeared very unwilliﬁg that
we should enter his territory. lga short ume hoquer he rclaxed

and at length shewed us to his houm,vbut our treatment there was
so unsatisfactory, that, whcn our . baggqu appmgched, we wem
glad to hasten away. ; i : :
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they acknowledge no authority except that of their head man.
The village and its vicinity exhibited every appearance of neat-
ness and plenty, and the valley below was well croppéd, especially
with Indian corn, which is usually more forward, in this climate,
than any other grain. The people manufacture a particular kind
of coarse cloth, from the wool and hair of their sheep and goats;
they first spin the materials into small ropes, instead of threads,
and these, when sewed together, make a covering like a quilt.
The woman of the house retained great remains of beauty, and had
two fine children in her arms, plump and healthy. We descended
thence through the cultivated grounds nearly in a southerly direc-
tion, leaving on our right a iofty hill not unlike that of Riacotta, in
the Baramaal country. A material alteration now began to take
place in the vegetation ; the kolqual became less frequent, and the
whole face of the country was again covered with acacias, the
verdure of which, and the freshness of the turf, composed a scene
very like some of our forests in England. We passed another very
large Daroo tree, growing by the side of a brook, the wide spreading
branches' of which covered a space of at least three hundred feet
in ctrcumference. Our guides were very unwilling that we should
take up our quarters under it for the night, lest we should be seri-
ously incommoded by the expected overflowing of the brook; and
indeed its roots, bared (o a great extent, by former torrents, shewed
- that this apprehension was by no means without foundation. In
consequence we* proceeded two miles farther, to the village of
Bakauko, where we halted, having been overtaken by the rain just
before we reached it.’ Our lodging was a place that in England would
‘scarcely have served fora cow-shed ; but t.he civility of the people,

../
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who brought us goats, and plenty of milk and honey, made it more
comfortable than a better place would have proved with less hospi-
tality. The rain continued very heavy till evening.

“ August 15.—That part of our baggage, which for want of a
stffreient number of mules we were obliged to have conveyed by
men, arrived in the morning under the care of our friend Guebra
Michael. We were yesterday joined by a female Hadjee, or pilgrim,
who had spent three years at Mecca, and was on her return to the
distant country of the Galla. It was, I suppose, on account of the
sanctity acquired by this long pilgrimage, that one of our chiefs,
who was himself a Hadjee, treated her with much respect, and
shared his colfee with her. :

“ The Baharnegash of Dixan arrived at nine o'clock to take his
leave; he informed us that he should make haste to the presence
of the Ras, where he expected to arrive in three days, and would
send on for more mules for our accommodation. He told us that
he dared not accompany us farther, having had a skirmish some-
time back with a neighbouring tribe, in which many of the op-
posite party had fallen; he, however, left his son Guebra Michael
to proceed with us two days journey on our way. We paid, by
the advice of our guides, six dollars to the people of the house
where we lodged, and were by no means pleased to find that they
were extremely dissatis‘ﬁed with so ample a recompense. "At half
past ten we were on our way, ang having passed on the left the vil-
lage of Maroko, built on a hdl of moderate helght. we found our-
selves in a plain interspersed with hillocks. Here € tam Rudland
shot a goose, and an Abou Gumba. the former, : h the idle- -
ness of our people, escaped, the lau.er we camoﬂ on to Asccnﬁh.»g
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The country was in a good state of cultivation, and many villages
appeared on the hills around ; Murgah was on our right, Mandoo-
bah opposite to it on our left; and beyond, on a much loftier hill,
was the Hadowé mentioned by Bruce. A
“ Soon after we made our way through a grove of wild olive
trees, and afterwards along the edge of a uf:men'dous precipice,
looking directly down into a gulley, in which!were small pools of
water, but no running stream. We then descended, and passed
along the bed of the torrent for some distance; a shower of rain
overtook us, but it was over before we had ascended the hill
on which stands the village of Asceriah. At this place we were
received with great coolness by the inhabitants; they offered us
no shelter but that which a tree afforded, and we were for some °
time apprehensive that this would be our only accommodation for
the night. At length, however, an old man received us into hLis
house, which was a better one, and more abounding in family con-
veniences, than any which we had seen before. I took here a view
of the mountains, which are extremely wild in their forms; and a
sketch of the Abou Gumba, of which Bruce has given a very correct
' representation.

“ August 16.—We were awakened at a very early hour in the

morning by Negada Moosa, who seemed anxious to hurry us away
from this inhospitable place; I call it so, from the difficulty that
we found in procu'rmg even water for our consumption. One man
only, superior to ‘his nenghbours in civility, brought us a small
portion of milk. We soon left our baggage behind, but had not got
iyt far bcfoﬁ”‘e  were overtakcn by a party of men, one of whom, we
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quitted. He employed all his eloquence to prevail on us to return,
which however we resisted, both on account of the inhospi‘table
treatment.we had experienced, and because we were well assured
that his present importunity arose only from his fears of Ras
Welleta Selassé, and not from a real desire to atone for his former
neglect. | ‘ ;

< The mountain bf Geshen was far on our left hand, when we
made a rapid descent northward into the fine plain of Tushalloo,
which is fully six miles in length, and about two in breadth. The
village of Addagé, belonging to Kantiba Socinius, overlooks it from
a rising groynd on the right, as Nissom and Menju do on the left.
It is interspersed with Tombo trees, which in appearance are not
* unlike the mulberry tree. To the north was pointed out to us the
" district of the Sewarré, and the villages of Adowmo and Diggé;
opposite to the last is another called Ambullah. From Asceriih
we had been going nearly north-west,on account of the impassable
mountains to the south; but we now turned off over a rising
ground to the south, and, passing Bat'ha, soon reached Abha, the
residence of the Baharnegash Subhart. We were very ' cordially
received by the old man in a small house, built under the brew of
a projecting rock, that completely sheltered it from the inclemen-
cies of the weather. He was scated on a couch surrounded by his
attendants, and almost enveloped in a long white mantle with a
red border and fringe. He was small in pcrqén, wit.h a face deeply
marked with thc furrowd of agc. We found here that much more

in usc is to prescnt thehand, knd erv  th
no person is pemuttad tp go mtp i‘_' preaen e th
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. without uncovering to the waist, nor is he addressed by any one ex-
cept in a whisper, with the mouth covered and applied close to his
ear. Soon after we had been seated, he gave us plenty of hydromel,
and seemed to think that we did not make sufficiently free, though
some of our party were so complaisant, as to drink two brulhes*
full; he also treated us with cakes covered with curds. He told
me that he was originally much attached toYRas Michael Sut}gl,
and supplied him with*a large tribute in kind, but having had
some disturbance with a neighbouring tribe, the Ras came with an
army and burned down the whole of his town. It had been after-
wards rcbuilt by him, but was destroyed a second time, and for a
similar reason, by Ras Welleta Selassé, about eight years ago: he
farther mentioned, that he was at Gondar before the war broke
out between Ras Michael Suhul and Waragna Fasil, and that his\
brother was present at the battle of Damot, fought between those
parties. He was very urgent that we should spend the ensuing day
with him, it being one of their fast days, promising, on our com-
pliance, to see us safe on our way to the Ras. Guebra Eyut, a boy
belonginé to the Ras, having mentioned to our servants that the
hopé of obtaining a handsome present was the only reason for the
Bahémcgash's pressing our stay, and that he knew the Ras was
most anxious for our arrival at Antalow, I sent for Hadjee Hamed
and Negada Moosa, and after some conversation resolved to follow

o 'hﬂlcu' advme, wh:ch was to take my departure the next morning ;

 when 1 mformed lhe Bahamegash of my mtcntnon, he remomtratcd
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¢ I walked up to the church in the evening, which is partly ex-
cavated out of the side of the rock: the road to it is winding and
steep, and so difficult of access, that I fear it has but few visitors;
unless the inhabitants of the place are more devout than they
a.pliear to be. "The view from it amply repaid us for our trouble,
as we thereby gainid a distinct prospect of the valley which we
.haﬁ passed in the mérning, beyondwhich was a fine range of rugged
" rocks and mountains, rising behind each other at a great distance,
until they were lost in the clouds. The opposite side of the hill
was thickly covered with houses, rocks, aud trees, and formed so
very interesting and characteristic a scene, that Isat down on a rock
to sketch it, but had not time enough, before the evening came on,
sto do it justice.

/-~ “ Our fare this day was abundant, havmg been provided by this
* nobleman,” as Bruce terms one of his predecessors, with five sheep
and plenty of maise, of a much superior quality to what we met
with at Dixan. Maise is a liquor made of honey, fermented with
barley, and strengthened with a bitter root called taddo ; it is called
hydromel by Bruce, and mead by Poncet : the latter has ac;curately
described the process of making it. (Vide note page 218 in Lock-
man'’s translation, published at London 1748.) Mussulmauns as well
as Christians seemed to enjoy this beverage, and some .of the ‘.
former found it necessary to sleep away the ﬁrapid effects of it on
their senses. ; : i b .

August 17, -—Early in the morning the Baharnegash brought

me a cow apd some honey, hmtmg hm expectatmn‘pf my malﬁng
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. person, but, that if he wished to be paid for what we had received, I
must refer him to Hamed Chamie, to whom I had entrusted every
arrangement of this nature. Iwas advised by the Ras’s people to give
him thirty dollars, being assured by them, at the same time, that
this would be the last expense of the kind, there being no person
between this place and Antalow, who would ¢hink of making any
demand upon us. As the Baharnegash had reallg been very friend
I ordered'Hamed Chamie to give him twenty dollars, which, to my
surprise, was received with great satisfaction. I now gave orders
for the mules to be loaded, when the Baharnegash came up, with a
very serious air, and informed me that he had intel.ligencc of a
large body of armed men, three thousand in number, who had as-
sembled in order to intercept us, and that unless he were with us we
should run great risk of being blundered; he again therefore
begged that we would stzfy till the morrow. I told him, in return,
that we. were not easily alarmed, being well provided with fire-
arms in case of molestation, and, if we were overpowered by
numbers, the aggressors would be answerable with their lives to
the Ras, who, I had no doubt, would take exemplary vengeance on
themr; more words, therefore, on Ehe subject were useless, since I
was determined to proceed immediately in spite of every obstacle.
This put an end to the scheme which had been. planned for our
detenuon‘ in which I have every reason (o believe that Negada
* Moosa, if not H’af!jce Hamed, was concerned.

At half past eight we left Abha, and waited on the first rxsmg
rbund about half an hour till all our baggage came up. We were

ey LT N J}w B l,.‘
what surprised at seeing great numbers of the villagers

,,¢~o«: Mg

folige o »w%h goats, cgqus, and ,Oth?l‘ cg;}l_e closely following, or passing by
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us, on the same road that we were travelling, but on turning round
an angle of the mountain on our left the whole was explained ; for
we there found a large concourse of people assembled from all the
neighbouring villages to barter the produce of their different hills.
It being a new and interesting sight to us, we rode up and took a
circuit round the razarket. Among other wares we observed in it
jn, wrought and uhwrought, for ploughshares and other purposes,
cattle of all kinds, horses, skins, cotton, ghee, and butter; the
latter in round balls, and as white as in England; also baskets of
chillies, and of a red pod found on the neighbouring hills which the
inhabitants eat when ripe. This market is held weekly. The women
whom we saw here were generally tall and well shaped, and many
of them handsome. Notwithstanding the number of persons that had
/ already assembled, which could not be less than three hundred,
we afterwards met on our road as many straggling parties, with
merchandise, as would probably double the throng. ;

/

- The plain through which we were travelling was about two
miles in breadth, and the road passed close to the abrupt descent
of the mountains on the left, between various isolated rocks, among
which was one in the form of a tower, of vast bulk and height. We
passed on our left the village of Guragubbo, and on our right that
of Muzembah. About three miles farther the soil became of a more
sandy nature, Wthh produced several species of Ixia.

- The Baharnegash soon after overtook us, and‘fode on before us,
till we ascended an eminence at the bottom of a ‘semicircular ridge
of mountains, over which there is but one pass by which it is
possible to ascend ; here we waited for nearly an hour before'
all our mules arrived. In steefmcss and ruggddnesa >this hdi
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~ may be compared to Taranta, though its height is considerably
inferior. ;

" When we had arrived nearly at the top of the pass, the Bahar-
negash led us out of the road, up a scarcely accessible ascent to a
projecting rock, and it was not till we had toiled up with inﬁnite
difficulty, that we found our conductor had bfought us thither for
the idle purpose of gaining a shelter from the impending rain. W&;
great labour we got our mules back again into the road, and began
to descend the hill, which we found much more difficult than the
ascent ; soon afterwards we were overtaken by the rain, but after
traversing two more hills of moderate size, we reached a miserable
village, where we took shelter As soon as the wealher had be-
come fair again we recommenced our march, and travelled about
three miles farther, nearly in a S.E. direction, to the ruinous village
of Recaito, where, after having experienced much difficalty in pro-
curing a shed, we halted for the night. The thermometer was 63°.
The distance from Abha to Recaito we computed to be from ten to
twelve miles.

iy August 18.—We procured alittle supper last night, and eggs
and milk this morning, in exchange for a few beads, but we found the
damsels very keen in making bargains. The woman of the house
was sﬁﬂiciently civil, but the rest of the  inhabitants appeared
little .dis.posed to accommodate us, and we discovered in the morn-
ing, that they Itad meglected to procure food for our attendants, so
that we had to wait a considerable time till it was prepared. -

g All ﬁ&ae villages in this district bear strong marks of the rava-
nmi ted by the Ras’s army, or sowme other military devasta-

tlon, {or t.he greater part of them are at prescnt mere heaps of
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ruins, and, as the Bahamegash told me, the people have no inclina-
tion to rebuild them. :
““ In quitting Recaito we went first to.the eastward and after-

wards proceeding due south, ascended a lofty and extremely steep
pass, on the top of which ran a stream of water that oozed through
its porous channel, ?nd dripped on the rocks below. The whole
side of the mountairf was covered with Acacia-trees, among which
grew the Serge, the' Tabbib, and other sweet-scented plants and
shrubs, besides many beautiful flowers, of which I collected speci-
mens. About half way up we turned again in an eastern direction,
and on reaching the summit, found a leyc,l and extensive flat, which,
though moist and swampy {rom numerous 8prings, appeared to be
very capab]e of cultivation, and, if it were propcrly drained, well
fitted for corn. .

“I collected here three species of bulbous plants, and a few
specimens of iron ore, which lay scattered in great plenty on several
of the hills that we passed. After resting an hour by the side -of
one of the springs, we proceeded, with all our baggage, along the
edge of the flat to the village of Hadjaian; thence, after win‘ding
round to the southward, and ecrossing a small stream, the banks of
which were shaded by the Laham, a tree much resembling the
Mango in its growth, we ascended a hill, on the west of which stands
the village of Shihah. e

“ The Baharnegash behaved wnth much poi s during the
whole of this day’s journey ; he even dlsmountf::id offered me
‘his own mule, which was far superior to that on whwh I rpde, ‘but
he afterwards hinted to Captain Rudland, that a htﬂe more. money‘
would be acceptable. A tolerably good house m prepwcd for us;
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‘but we were much incommoded by smoke, being obliged to cook
in our sleeping-room. It is, probably, this smoke which injures
the sight of the inbabitants, for we observed that even the children

were many ofithem nearly blind, and almost every woman advanced

in years had lost one, and many of them both their.eyes.

“ We were roused about two o'clock in the fnorning by the Ba-
harnegash, who called out most vociferously thjt an enemy was «t
hand. It was some time before we could get a light, during which
our own party had armed, and was prepared for the expected
attack. A rumbling noise or sound like thatof a drum, or tom-tom,
from the hill in our rear, cqnﬁrmcd us in the belief that some

danger was at hand. A light being brought, we found the whole of .

the Baharnegash’s attendants ready armed, with lighted match-
locks, spears, and shields; and a most * warlike” figure they made.
Captain Rudland in the mean time had gone out to reconnoitre, and
discovered that what had been mistaken for the beating of a drum,
was nothing more than the noise made by an old woman in grinding
her corn, which here, as well as in Arabia and India, is always done
in the night. The alafm however continuing, we at length, learned
from Hamed Chamie, that two brothers, Agoos and Subagadis, with
their army, were coming to take possession of the town, and that the
whole cogntry was in a state of uproar; we were informed at the
same time, that the only danger to ourselves was the risk of being ac-
cidentally molesteddiiring the confusion of a nocturnal attack, for
it was by no meaik their intention to do us any voluntary injury.

“ In the mean time, Hadjee Hamed and Negada Moosa prepared
thems_cl;*es? to go out and meet them, should the news be true.
Spies had becn already sent, who returned one after another with

\
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intelligence, and we at last were informed that one of them had
been detained on the road by the chiefs, who, on hearing that we
were in the town, declared their intention of deferring the attack
till we should have passed on to the Ras. With somg difficulty we

" prevailed on the Baharnegash to retire, and then putﬁng‘ some ghee

in our lamp, we ly down with our fire-arms at hand, and slept
till day-break. Haﬁjce Hamed, at his own request, slept at the door
of our room during the remainder of the night.

“ August 19.—We had another call to arms before our baggage
was ready, upon which, we ascended, with the Baharnegash, a hill
close by the house where we lodged, and which commanded a view
of the couﬁtry around. On this, as a strong post, the villagers had

,a.ll assembled, to the number of thirty or forty, with their spears

and shields, ready to defend it. Here and there we saw women and
children driving in their cattle, and armed men on horseback on
the look out, but no enemies made their appearance, except a few

stragglers on the eminences at a distance. After some time we were

finally told, that it was a false alarm, upon which we returned to

our house, and prepared for our departure.” As we were quitting

the village, the Baharnegash and his son took leave of us, finding
they could not get any more presents, and not choosing any longer
to encounter the dangers and fatigue of the march.

“ The alarm had not extended far, as we found the inhabitants

of the next vxllage very peaceably at work-ig their fields. We

crossed a plain, t.hrolggh which ran a brook sﬁaded with shrubs,
and bordered with many kinds of plants of exquxsite beauty, after-

| wards, dcscendmg ‘a rugged steep we entered a valley of rich
pasture land, the grass of .wlmch was 0 plennﬁxlly uuxed with -
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white and red clover, yellow crowfoot, and dandelion, that it had

the exact appearance of an English meadow in spring. The cattle

feeding upon it were all in high condition. Captain Rudland shot

a bird resembling the lapwmg, and a little farther on, a couplc of

fine wild ducks. At the end of this valley was a }othcr steep pass,
which brought us in sight of a plain surroundefl with woody hills

and towering rocks, very similar, in general ch}uactcr, to_some of

the finer valleys in Derbyshire. We halted at a village called
Calaut, in the centre of the vale, intending to pass the night there;
but, after having waited some time, and finding there was no house
prepared, nor any probability of our procuring one, I ordered the
tent to be pitched under the shade of a large Daroo tree, and left
the village, not very well pleased with the want of hospitality
in its inhabitants. We afterwards accepted an invitation to the
house of a Mussulmaun, named Hadjee Abdallah, in the lower
town, who was a friend of Negada Moosa. This man treated us
with much attention, prepared bread for us, and brought us milk,
which, with the two wild ducks, made up our repast for the day.
The thermometer was 70°. :

“ Aygust 20.—In the morning we were given to understand that
it was impossible to procure people for the conveyance of that part
of our baggage which was not carried by the mules, the Chief of
the villagé having absented himself, in order to evade the orders
sent by the Ras far providing us with every thing necessary for our
accommodation. We were obliged, therefore, to remain another
day. i St ol .

- ¢ Inthe course of the day, Tigra Mokan Welleta Samuel, Chief of
~ the villages of Debra Muttai, came down from his hill with a present

el
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of a sheep and milk, and also engaged to supply us with people
at an early hour on the following morning. He made an excuse for
appcaring in a squalid dress, by informing me that he was in mourn-
ing for hls brother. His shirt was blackened with dirt, and was o
" be worn eighty 4ays. In confirmation of tltxs, Hadjee Hamed in-
formed me that alf the Christians in Abyssinia mourn in the same
way, and also teal'?the skin off their temples, to shew their affection
*for the deceased. '
“ From this worthy man, who seemed more shrewd and sensible
“than any we had yet met with, I procured some information, which,
when _]omcd with what | had before obtained, pretty clearly ex-
plained the present state of this part of the country. This man'’s fa-
father, Woldo Kemellet, was chief of the district of Agowma, in
/ extent three days march across, in which are the villages of Seraxo,
6 Gullimuckidah, Akran, Duccakallah,Calaut, and many others. This
territory, in the time of Michael Suhu.l, yielded to him, as Ras, much
tribute in gold, matchlocks, and cattle; but after Ras Welleta Se-
lassé came into power, Woldo Kemellet was forcibly driven out of
his country by Shum Woldo, a celebrated warrior, the friend and
favourite of the present Ras, who styled him brother, though there
was no relationship by blood between them. Since this revolution,
the district has only paid to the Ras annually two hundred skins
of honey, two hundred sheep, fifty cows, and ten matchlc;cks, being
~a trifling tribute in comparison to what it"before yielded. As a
‘compensation to the family of Woldo, the Ras gave to Welleta
- Samuel the vnlhges of Debra Muttan, with thé sumundmg land,
y-;be held frec of all tribute. :
S lt is nowthreea yem
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Woldo and Baharnegash Yasous of Dixan, near Bakauko. Yasous

‘came up, with all the dependents he could muster, to attack the

former. Their forces, if such they could be called, were said to have

amounted to five thousand men on each side In the action Yasous

was victorious, having killed one hundred and fifty of the opposite 4
* party,and carried offa band of musicians belongifig to Shum Woldo.

“ The district of Agowma has since fallen, by the death of -
Woldo, into the hands of his four sons, Thado’o Guebra-Gurroo,
Subagadis, and Aggoos, who for some time were in intimate alliance
with each other, and conquered many of the villages around, but
at length quarrelled about the distribution of their new acquisi-
tions. The Ras favours Thadoo and Guebra-Gurroo, who have been
for some time in his presence. The latter of the two is however
considered as a cipher, being a man of weak capacity. In the mean
time Subagadis and Aggoos are making use of the absence of their
competitors to get all they can into their own possession; it is sup-
posed however that Thadoo will soon arrive with assistance from  #
the Ras to stop their farther progress, as he has already sent orders
to the people of Shiha to make a vigorous delence till he comes to
their syccour.

“ About ten in the morning Hadjee Abdallah was sent for by
Aggoos, who, I was given to understand, was the chjef of Calaut ;
and shortly afterwards, having made proper enquirics, he did us
the honour of a wsit; attended by a large train of warriors, of whom
a few were armed ¥vith matchlocks, and the rest with spears and
shields. He appcaré to be little more than twenty years of age,
_handsome in person, but fierce and rude in his manners; he briefly
~ told us, that he was absent when we arrived, otherwnse we should
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have met with a better reception, but that he had now brought us

.

a couple of bullocks; he also mentioned, that on hearing we were

travelling this way, he had deferred his intended attack on Shihah.
He then rose up,and went away with as little.ceremony as he came,
"and in the evening we received from him some milk and sixty-five
cakes of teff brcaél\two feet in diameter, as also twenty-five of the
same kind from Welleta Samuel.

“ August 21.——’1"hough we rose at a very early hour this morn-
ing, it was clcven o'clock before all was ready for our departure:
in the midst of our preparation we were joined by the young chief
Aggoos: he contented himself with looking on in silence, till all our

mules were loaded, and then by blows and threats, very speedily
" made his people take up the remainder of our baggage.

* Almost the whole of this part of the country consists of rocky
hills and cultivated valleys, through which our road wound in a
gencral direction from south-east to south-west. About six miles
from Calaut, we passed Gullimuckida and Ersubbah on our right
hand. We had scarcely gone two miles farther, when we were
overtaken by the young warrior Aggoos, attended by two of
his fighting men on horseback. He stopped to speak to Hadjee
Hamed; but his impatient spirit could not brook travelling at the
slow rate we were going ; accordingly, in a lew minutes, he galloped
away, and we soon lost mght of him behind the hills in our front.
- A messenger on bmwbwk soon after met us to gagn intelligence of
our approach ‘and fw:th ‘him our friend Negaga Moosa rode for-
f}ward o get : all

(mlw “l mms for our re!em‘ The OW e

was vcry’, ‘_nh"m pmturage. mdm saw vast hmismf cattle feeding
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were however capable of much work. We alarmed two jackalls on
the plain grubbing up ‘roots, but they fled so swiftly up the hills
that Captain Rudland could not approach within gun-shot of them.
About three o’clock we arrived at Geniter, the capital of the dis-
trict of Agowma. It is a village, consisting chieflyof conical huts,
overlooked by a high rock, steep on every side, and on the top of
which is an area about one hundred feet in diameter, occupied par-
tially by a citadel. Here we were met by Sub!lgadis, the elder of
the four sons of Shum Woldo. He uncovefed himself with great
humility on approaching, and saluted us by kissing our hands; he
then led us into his state room, which was not unlike a hall in
some of our old English maﬁsions, being lofty, and sfxpported by
round posts in the centre. Here he treated us with an excellent
fowl-curry, wheaten loaves cooked in steam, and plenty of maise ; ‘
he also presented me with three bullocks, four pots and two skins
of honey, as he expressed it, by the Ras’s order. . All this time his
brother Aggoos had been standing behind him, not being allowed,
as it should seem, to sit in his presence. We spent this day very
pleasantly, being treated with great hospitality by the master of
the mansion, who was in his manners by far the most polished
Abyssinian we had yet seen. He had a mild expression in his
countenance, his features were regular, his hair was short and
curly, but not woolly;.and his limbs, though small, were well
fox:rn‘ed. Fhe thermometer was 66°. :
4 ,?.‘f‘ZAugus’t 22.—n jhe morning I made a present ol a looking-glass,
some beads, and a Idyv cloves, to the lady of the house, who was of a
. +much light;ﬂr com pie;&ion than any we had before met with, and was
~ distantly related to the Ras. These trifles were received with much
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satisfaction, and, for the first time, we found ourselves among people
who were above begging. In the course of the day, Subagadis took |
an opportunity of speaking to me about the unfortunate dissemibns
in his family. The Ras, he said, had ordered his father’s coun'try to
be equally dw-ndr\d between himself and his brother Thadoo; but
the iatter, dissatisfied with his share, had ever since been continually
plundering all his villages, as well as many others belonging to the
neighboui'ing chiefs. He observed, very properly, that a country
thus divided could rfewer prosper; and he hoped, as he was the
elder brother, that I would use all my interest with the Ras, to have
him reinstated in the whole of his father’s possessions ; begging, at
the same tiie, that I would speak to the Ras as soon as possible on
the subject, as the present was the month for the annual settlement
of the provinces. He also wished me to represent to the Ras, that,
although his order for supplying us with provision and other ne-
cessaries at the villages through which we passed, had been regu-
larly transmitted to Thadoo’s people, yet no preparations had been
made. In answer to this, I told him, that I was only a stranger going
to the Ras, and that therefore my interest could not be consider-
able; that it was not my business to meddle with state affairs; but
that, as he had treated us with great hospitality, I would certainly
do him all the service in my power. I then presented him with
a piece of muslin, with which he was greatly pleased, sa);ing, that
I had been much more liberal than he had any reason"to expect ;
and, taking me by the hand, declared that he fhould ever think
of me as a friend. In return,lonly begged of him, that if he should
ever meet with Englishmen again, he would exercise towards them "
the same kindness that he had shewn to us. ;
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“ We were entertained in the morning by the sight of an Abys-

stnjan banquet, at which, although new guests were continually

relidying those who were satisfied, we counted ninety-five persons
feeding at the same time in the hall. It might frighten many a
man to go into the midst of such a throng cutting/away at the raw
meat with their long drawn knives, and handing it about in large
pieces, from the higher to those of inferior rank. Sometimes, if it
chanced to be a coarse piece, it was observed to go through six or
seven gradations. At the farther end of treTrall sat Subagadis and
his wife, with her female attendants, behind a half drawn curtain.
On our entering the hall we were invited (o take a seat among them,
with which we willingly complied. The lady, whom we could now
more particularly attend to, was young and pretty, and both gentle
and agreeable in her manners; she asked me for a pair of ear-rings
(which I had before been erroneously given to understand the
Abyssinian ladies did not wear) ; I sent accordingly for a pair of
some that I bad procured at Mocha, and presented them to her.

‘ During our stay, Captain Rudland shot two eagles, which I
suppose to be the male and female. The people, having never
before.seen a bird killed when flying, were much delighted on the
occasion. We left Geniter about ten o'clock, travelling at a slow
rate. On our way we passed two priests dressed in light scarlet
garmcnts; one of them carried in his hand a bell, the other a large
and curiously otpamented key. The first eight miles lay in a
southward directio®, ghrough a fine grazing country ; then winding
round the hills, we astended a lﬁ%h’ pass, the top of which divides
thie district of Shum Woldo from that of Ayto Welleta Michael.
We were desired to wait on this hill, as Ayto Welleta Michael,



f«m ~1thmng@nund their Chicf in most unmﬂxtary confusion,
c the attendants of an Eastern prince on a visit of ceremony. A
few were armed yith matchlocks, and the rest with spears and
shmlds. When they came abreast of us, thcy divided off into two
‘pmm‘onerol‘ whlchlstcd of Welleta Michael’s own troops, and
'ﬁxe other of his auxiliaries, led by Ayto Guebra, and the chiefs of
some distapt villages. Welleta Michael himself proceeded to Takota.
“ Guebra Welleta Selassé, a messenger from Antalow, had met
us on the hill with a grey mule belonging to the Ras, which he had
t for my f%wn riding. This man we dispatched to the Chief of
Takm, to mform him of our approach but he returned with so
mtxsfactory an answer, that it was judged prudent to proceed
~ about four miles farther, to a village belonging to Ayto Guebra,
wbere we at length ,procutcd a small though tolerably comfortable
room for the Ras’ s mule and ourselves for the night.
iy August QQ—LM ni € we' ; prwemed by ttw Chit-f of the |
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and marched to the village of Sahana, where most of these depre-

rs live, to demand satisfaction. Nothing however was settled
yestdrday, nor was any blood spilt on the occasion; and though it
is supposed that matters will be accommodated (to enforce which
Ayto Welleta Michael to day again marches out <o Sahina), it is :
T the opinion of my informant, that the cattle will not be returned,
as the parties aggrieved stand much in awe of Thadoo, who is very
powerful when his forces are collected. ;

“ We left this place about nine A. M. a¢t®nded by the Chief of
the village, but had not travelled above two miles, before we were
desired by our guides to halt at the bottom of a hill on one side of
the plain of Ayaddah, on which are the twelve villages of Amba
Manut. After a long consultation between Negada Moosa and Gue-
bra Selassé on one side, and the Chiefs of the villages above who \
had come down to meet us, on the other, the former endeavoured :
to prevail on us to stop for the rest of the day. ThisIrefused: upon
which the Chiefs surrounded us, and with most earnest and humble
supplications (placing at the same time stones upon their heads and
necks), endeavoured to persuade us that their lives would not be
safe if we did not comply. Afier many fruitless endeavours to get
away quietly, by remonstrating with our two guides upon the ab-
surdity of this detention, I was at last actually compelled to force
my way, tl;rough the throng, and gallop off to my companions, who

- had gone on a-litt|e way before ; but all my endeavours to prevent
so serious a loss of t1 t’wiwerc to little purpose; for, after going about
two mxles {arther, wedrrived at another v1liage, when the rain came
orf’so vmlently, that we were not sorry to take up our abode for the

in a good house prepamd for our recepmn
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% We were treated with much attention by the master of the
mansion; but our food, kc. was all brought over from the vnl/hg
where we had been first pressed to stop.

“ I had seen in coming in, a plant very like the Ensete of éruce-

“on examinaOm\in_the evening it proved to be a new species of < _
Musa. It grows from thirty to forty feet high; the trunk or stem |
is bare (when the first leaves have withered away), about fifteen
feet from the gro‘md ; here about twelve leaves branch out, in-
casing cach other akthxnr base, as in the plantain. The mid-rib
of each leaf is bare for about two feet and a half before the spread-
ing part of the leaf commences, and is at the back of a bright red
colour. The leaf is about four feet across at the broadest part,
about twenty feet long, and pointed at the end. The fruit springs
from the centre or body of the plant, and is protected when young
by four or five small, but strong leaves, which firmly embrace the
whole cluster. The parts of the flower are very similar to the
plantain, as in appearance is the fruit, but it differs decidedly from

. it in being filled with hard irregular-shaped seeds, each of the
size of a hazel nut ; the form of the plant may be learned from the
drawing of the mountains of Adowé, where it again occurred.* The
thermometer was 64.

* August 24.—The lady of the house, who was sister-in-law to
‘the wife of Subagadis, paid us a visit in the morning ; she was far
:nnfcrxor to the latter both in personal charms andin manners.
I presented her with a looking-glass and so?&ads but she was
"dmamﬁed w:th them, nwcrtheiess, on ourfgoing, she took them
awqy The Chxefa also of the wllages that we had pasaed the diy'

* Thu Mm gmnag in ﬁwmmvatory of md Vnhnpa{
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: _' "':‘%hlm and predcn(ed as’ mtﬁ abullt:ck.
~i’t«ld other hrtwles ‘ Aﬁo‘ﬂ‘ﬁmm we left the village, and pUrSued
i bﬂ?jmy in'a southward direction, over a more rocky’ country
~ than we had lately passed ihrough, and in consequeiice saw more
of the’ kolqwﬂl In the *neighf)onﬁlood hbv?&vcr of the v1llages to
the right, were ﬁ‘rauy'&éfndll “bitches of past&i:fre ‘ground. "The hills
beyond [‘bmﬂ!nted mauy strange and uncouth forms, and sheep of
all shades, from white to black, were grazin the sides of them.
After a'ride of about five miles, in the course of which we passed
several small vxliagcs, ach cdhtamuig Wprinc:pal ‘house, sur-
~ ounded with a stone wall, we mounted up a hill fo a Iarger vnllagc,
the residence of Ayto Guebra. We were welcomed by this chief,
who is married to a niece of Ras Welteta Selasse, with much hosplta-
hty Tecla Hammamdut the husb:md of his lady’s sister, and some
other 'ﬁ’iends, were also aSSembled to moenve us. Few words passed
Bhd before us, we were given to understand that to éal and drink
| hcarhly, was ‘the best comphmcﬂl; that we could pay them; and
mdeed they phéd us 5o fast with the maise,and £'hat of so good and
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received my apology with great good manners, saying at the same
time, that her only wish, in trying to prevail upon us to stay, was
to have the pleasure of our company; but as the end of this would
have been only a general drinking-bout, we resisted even the en-
treaties of the lady, and taking leave of her, mounted our mules,
and rode on some miles with good speed to the mansion of Debib,
Chief of Negashé. It had been the intention of our guides, however,
that we should hafe taken up our quarters at a village much
nearer to the one whﬂdast quitted, so that when we arrived, the
Chief was unprepared, for our reception, and had to get out his
holiday clolhes he received us however, very kindly, though we
were at first unable to enter into any conversation, having left our
interpreter behind with the baggage. A second feast was soon
prepared for us, and four hundred cakes of bread of the usual size
were given to our people, together with bullocks, honey, ghee, &c.

“ Augwst 25.—The master of the house rode on with us this
morning, as had been the general custom since we left Abha. He
sat his horse firmly and gracefully, like most of his countrymen
of rank, who make by no means an unhandsome figure on horse-
back, with their white dresscs, and black sheep skins thrown loosely
across the left shoulder. They wear nothing on their heads, but
consider it as a mark of dignity to cover the lower part of their face
with the loose part of their dress; and are generally attended by
cight or ten followers, with matchlocks and spears, 1

“ About five miles on the road, alter ascending and descending
some steep mountains, we were taken to visit a church or convent
cut out of the solid rock, called Abuhisubha. This place is slmawd
" on the side of arock whmh cammands a view of a lm'ge and bputtful
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plain, thinly set with daroo and wild date trees. In front of the ex-
cavation is a thatched and two storied entrance, built in a style much
resembling that of the Portuguese. From this three doors lead into
an oblong square room (A), the dimensions of which are about fifty

feet by thirty, supported by two rows of colamns, each consisting :

of four pillars and two pilasters; the former are about three feet in
diameter, and from their plainness and proportions, resemble those
of the Tuscan order. Beyond is a room ( /answermg in some
degree to the chancel of modern church&’; it is divided from the
larger excavation by two square pillars, and has a dome-shaped
cieling about forty feet high, of very excellent workmanship. In
this room are contained the baptismal font, and the various articles
used in the ceremonies of the church, which are concealed from
view by a curtain suspended between the two pillars at the entrance.
On each side is a smaller room (C), communicating by a door and
window with the larger excavation. The cieling in front of the
centre room in the larger excavation, is hollowed out into a kind
of dome about thirty feet hfgh, curiously painted and carved; and
in front of the side rooms it is also adorned in the same manner,

but without the dome. The floor is flagged with square stones, and,

the walls are carved and ornamented with crosses, paintings, and
inscriptions in the Ethiopic character, which, I was informed, en-
tirely -consist of sentences taken from Scripture. The most conspi-
cuous of thel paintings are representations of Christ, the Apostles,
: and $amt George combating the dragon: the whxte horse of the
latter uboth well designed and executed. We were allowed by
the prwsss 10 examine every part of this singular temple, which is
mp Land ‘ﬁ'ﬁl of bats and insects, partxcularly theside cells, in each
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of which is a tomb. One of the most curious circumstances in this
excavation is, that water continually issues from one of the pillars,
which deposits a ferruginous sediment, that seems not in any
degree to have corroded the stone. On the outside are several
tombs excavated in the sides of the rock, and only covered over by
loose stones. The priests who attended us were all neatly dressed
in white, with light- turbans or rather wrappers round their heads.
1 gave them two d(\l}‘ars for their attentions to us, with which they
were well satished. "™
¢* The rock out of which this temple is excavated is of a very
hard consistence, so that much fabou; must have been bestowed on
the work. 'VVe observed nothing from which we could form any
opinion as to the period when it was undertaken. It is certainly
more antient than the time of the residence of the Portuguese in
Abyssinia, and is probably one of those that were formed at the
commant" of the Emperor Lalibala, by workmen sent for, for that
purpose, from Egypt.* |
“ Resuming our journey, we passed through a luxuriant copse,
and observed growing on the rocky sides of the pathway several
.beautiful species of Filices, of which I procured specimens. We then
mounted successively many high and rugged hills, our road turning

at times to every point of the compass, till after a most laborious and
fatiguing day, we reached our halting place for the night, at the

top of one of the loftiest hills. It was some time bqforc we were
joined by our attendants, with the baggage, who had gone by an- .
other route, in the course o§ yhmh they had vmted ; " ' moequc hdd
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sleep in, where we were under the necessity of crowding all
together. The man bf the house, however, who was a servant of
the Ras, treated us with great attention, and on bringing the maise,
presented me with a neatly turned horn, the peculiar manufacture
of Abyssinia, which was the more acceptable from the obliging
manner in which it was given. Curry and other provisions were
prepared, and a cow was offered for our acceptance. The ther-
mometer was 68°. The length of our days joukney we computed
to be from fourteen to sixteen miles.

“ August 26.— We were on the road at an early hour in the
morning, and after travelling about five miles, met a Ghief on the
road, who told us that the Ras had appointed a village about two
miles farther on, for our resting place on the ensuing night; as
thence we might easily reach Antalow in the course of the fol-
lowing day. On our arrival, however, we found no preperations
made for our reception; and, in consequence, much altercation
passed between our guides and the Chief of the place, who, fright-
ened by their violence, came to throw himself on the ground before
my mule, with a stone on his neck. As I evidently saw that our
stay was not wished for, and as it was of importance to lose as little
time as possible, I determined to proceed.

“ After traveliiﬁg’"about. six miles farther over a mountainous
country, we came to the town of Derhah. This place, from the hill
by which we ﬁpproached it, appeared of far more consequence than
: t we had before sécn, bemg shrroundcd by a wall and wxde
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me a visit, but seemed to think so much of Supplying our wants,
that I at last was obliged to tell them that we did not come as
beggars into their country; and if the Ras had not issued orders
concerning us, we would willingly pay for whatever they might
supply. On this they departed. The people of the house were,
however, very kind, and prepared for us bread, maise, and a curry
“of mutton.

“ About seven fn the evening we reccived a message from our
friend Subagadis, inlf(;rm'ing us that he had arrived in the town,
but had not been able to procure a house for the night; that he
should, however, remain in the neighbourhood, and would be
ready to accompany us at an early hour in the morning on our
way to Antalow. Mr. Carter, at my desire, immediately went out
to him, to offer such accommodation for the night as our small
house would afford, which, after several refusals, on account of the
mhabxlants, of whose conduct he meant to complain to the Ras, he
accepted. The supper, of which our guest partook very heartily,
* was served up in true Abyssinian style. We were much pleased
~ at this opportunity of shewing (o him our gratitude for the hospi-
table treatment which we had experienced at Geniter, the capital
of his district of Agowma. The thermometer was 70° Our journey
was from twelve to fourteen miles. 4

“ August 27.—About six o'clock we lelt Derhah, in company
with Subagadis and his attendants, and travelled about ten miles
over grazing plains and high rocky hills. The soil of the plains
was of a black colour, extremdy ‘nch and full twelve feet dcep, '
we ascertamed by the brolm;" s of a stream whach mm-mean- ‘
dering through it; the hills also tivation,
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large stones with which they are incumbered were removed ; but
this the inhabitants are too idle or ignorant to undertake, even on
the flat land ; so that it is with the greatest difficulty that they are
able to plough it. After descending a steep pass, from which we
had a full view of the hill of Antalow, we arrived at the village of
Chelicut, where we were accommodated in a house belonging to
the Ras, built on a beautiful spot close to the borders of a stream.
We were at this place treated with more than usual ceremony and
respect, and were informed that the Ras had ordered the greatest
attention to be paid to our wishes. In the afternoon we were taken
out to visit the church, attended by a multitude of priests, all
handsomely cloathed in white. On entering the first gate-way,
they requested us to, take off our shoes and hats, with which we
immediately complied. I was somewhat surprized to see that the
Mussulmauns were permitted to enter into the first circular ayenue.
A sufficiently accurate idea of the whole building may be formed,
by imagining three concentric circular walls covered with a thatched
roof, surmounted by a ball and cross.” The spacés between the two
outer walls were open avenues ; thespace included within the ¢entral
one forms the body of the church. The walls were coated with
whitish-red plaister, ornamented with gilding, and covered with
representations of Noah and the Ark, Christ and the Virgin Mary,
the Apostles, the martyrdom of the saints, many extravagant
designs taken' from the prophecies, and St. George fighting the
~dragon. This latter saint seems to be the national favourite, and
every where makes a most conspicuous figure upon his white horse.

The colouring of all these figures was very gaudy, but some of
: Mm; pamcularly one p:ctul:e of the Vnrgm Mary, the face of which
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was covered with glass to preserve it, was executed in a style
superior to the generality of eastern paintings. The Infant Christ
was placed in one instance in the left hand of his mother, and in
‘another in her right.

“ In the outer circle of the church was suspended a very hand-
some glass chandelier, presented to the Ras by the Sheriffe of Mecca.
From the church we were taken to the store-room, to view the rich
vestments and furniture of the officiating priests, which were of great
beauty. Among other articles were eleven mitres of pure silver in-
laid with gold, two dresses of black velvet richly studded with silver,
a large silver drum hooped with gold, besides a rich Venetian cloth
very handsomely embroidered. The priests seemed to have much
pleasure in shewing us their wealth, and afterwards conducted us
to the Ras’s garden, which, though in a very wild state, and over-
grown yith grass, was enriched with many valuable fruit trees, as
oranges, ;:itrons, pomegranates, and bananas, most of which, from
.their names being evidently derived from Arabic, I supposed to have
been originally brought from Arabia.

« Chelicut is the residence of Azoro Mantwaub, one of the Ras’s
wives; she is a daughter of Ayto Ischias, and sister to' the present
king. She was exiremely polite in her attentions to us, sent us many
flattering messages, and provided our table with plenty uf curry and
maize. Notwithstanding the great attention paid to us, we had much
dnfﬁcu]ty in procuring provision and maise (though we at last ac-
‘comphshed it) for our friend Subagadis, who had not presumed to
oomz near the Ras’s house; nor did the villagers even dare to furnish
him with a ‘house, thou’“h”t wmher was very lmlemem.ﬁr fear
leasing his brother Tha oo,wbowas»saxd tobcmg&ﬁflku,
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with the Ras. At night, however, some of those who favoured his
party, gave him a wretched hovel to shelter him from the rain.
The thermometer was 64°. The length of our day’s journey was
about eight miles.

“ August 28.—Having prepared ourselves as well as circum-
stances would permit for going into the presence of the Ras, we left
Chelicut at an early hour, and were joined by Subagadis on the op-
posite side of the brook which runs through the village. Between
this place and Antalow is a lofty mountain, for the purpose of
avoiding which, we continued to wind round the eastern and south-
ern sides of it for nearly ten miles, over hills which skirt igs base. The
small vallies which we passed were wet and swampy with the last
night’s rain, which much impeded our progress. We passed a large
village called Afgool, belonging to Ozoro Ambeah, another of the
Ras’s wives, the principal inhabitants of which came out to pay
their compliments. At length, after our patience was n'eafly €x-
hausted by mounting hill after hill, we came suddenly in sight of
Antalow, distant from us about a mile. As we approached, our
train increased very rapidly, and before we reached the Ras’s resi-
dence,*we had to pass through an assemblage of at least three
thousand of the iohabitants.* They pressed so hard to get near
us as we wase going.through the first gate, over which were sitting
some of the officers of state, that it was with great difficulty we
could force a passage. We were not allowed to dismount from our
mules till we had got into the entrance of the great hall, at the
farther end of which was seated the Ras, on a couch with two

* The great namber present was, as we afterwards found, partly owing to its being
market-day.
YOL. 111. r
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large pillows upon it covered :with rich satin. On each side of
him, seated'on the floor, which was carpétted, were all his princi-
pal chiefs; and among others, our friend Baharnegash Yasous. On
being ushered with much bustle into his presence, according to
the custom of the country, we bowed, and then kissed the back of
his hand, and he in return kissed ours ; he then pointed to a vacant
cpuoh on his right, covered with a beautiful skin, on which we were
immediately seated. : After this the usual compliments passed, the
Ras on his part expressing his pleasure at seeing us, and we on our
‘part making a proper return, with additional compliments from
| bord Valentia at Mocha. We were then given to understand that
nothing more was to be said at this visit. In a few minutes after Cap-
tain Rudland was taken away to inspect the apartments allotted us,
and on his return we withdrew, attended by a minister of the Ras,
through whom we were to communicate all our wishes.
. % The hurry, with which our first interview was conducted, did
not permit us to make many observations concerning the persons
present, and our attention was of course principally directed to the
Ras. ‘He is remarkably small in person, and delicately formed,
quick in his manner, notwithstanding his age, which was said to be
seventy-two, with a shrewd expression in his countenance, and con-
siderable dignity in his deportment. Though he did not move from
his couch, on which he partly reclined, yet our reception was consi-
dered to be particularly gracious, as, by kissing our hands, in return,
- he placed us on an equality. ;mth himself. We had previously been
required to uncover: ourhpada ;and prostrate oursélves before hun 3
but this we most po(’mvcly refused. -
“ Weflvere furnished in the cot

: efth: day mthabandmgt 4
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provisions, and were much pressed to eat and drink profusely, by
way of doing honour to the house. In the evening we had several
polite messages from the Ras, who sent for our fire-arms, and treated
Pearce and Ibrahim who took them to him, with great attention,
seating them on his couch, and giving them plenty of maize. He
was highly delighted with the guns, and in return sent us a fishing
net, acquainting us at the same time, that he seldom staid at home
in the night, but took his pleasure in fishing and hunting. He sent
us also a dish of stewed fish, which was thought very delicious
by some of our party. We had a pretty good example of the Ras’s
watchfulness, for about twelve o’clock he sent us sqme clouted
cream, and at four I was called up to receive the compliments of
the morning,.

“ August 29.—At about ten in the morning we were invited to
breakfast with the Ras, and were received with the same distinction
as yesterday, being seated on a sofa, while his minister was placed
close by on the carpet. We were very plentifully fed by the Ras
himself with eggs, fowl in curry, and balls of a mixed composition
of wild celery, curds and ghee, after which we were offered brinde;
but on our expressing a wish to have it dressed, the meat was after-
wards brought grilled, and cut into small pieces by one of the at-
tendants,jandr handed to our mouths by the Ras, much in the same
way as-boys in Englang feed young magpies. It is scarcely possible
to describe the scene that was going on in the mean time in the hall,
where the people were squabbling and almost fighting, with their
drawn kuives, for the raw meat that was handed about, and the teff
bread that lay heaped up around the table; there were, however,
some Mteré of the ceremony who carried long white sticks, with
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which they frequently chastised those who were too hasty in seiz-
ing their portion.

“ We afterwards spent the day very quietly, as the time for re-
ceiving the presents from Lord Valentia was deferred till the mor-
row. The thermometer was 68° in our room, and frequent storms
of rain occurred during the day.

“ August 30.—A copy of Lord Valentia's letter, which 1 had
ordered to be written in case the original should not have safely ar-
rived, was delivered to the Ras in the morning at four o'clock, by
Hamed Chamie, who also, as far as I had authorized him, entered
into an explanation of the nature of my mission from his Lordship.
About six o'clock I was sent for, and found the Ras alone, in the
hall; I then delivered to him, in the name of Lord Valentia, the
presents sent by his Lordship, which consisted of two entire pieces
of broadcloth, one blue and the other red; a handsome watch, a
telescope, some pieces of kincaub and satin, a dress of gold tissue,
a gold ring and broach, and several pieces of muslin. These pre-
sents gave great satisfaction, more particularly those articles which
were new to him, namely, the watch, telescope, and trinkets; and
the kincaub and gold dress he repeatedly ordered to be openéd out
before him. On stating, in the name of his Lordship, the impossi-
lity of procuring at Mocha such presents as he would hawe gvished to
send, he stopt me at once, by expressing hi entire satisfaction with
what he had received ; and assured me, that his only regret arose from
the impossibility of communicating in our own language, the friend-
ship he felt for us, who, strangers as we were, had come so far from

our parents, our friends, and our country, to visit him, while those
who were near to him, and ought to be his friends, thought only of
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making war upon him. He then asked me what were the wishes of
Lord Valentia, and the objects for which I had come. In return, I
informed him that Lord Valentia's sole motive in sending me, was
an anxious desire to promote dn intercourse of friendship between
two such powerful couniries as England and Abyssinia, the inhabi-
tants of which were moreover of the same religion ; and that if the
Ras was 1nclined to form such a connection, to represent to him how
much it might conduce to the interest of his country. That Abys-
sinia having hitherto been accustomed to receive all her imports at
the third or fourth hand, an immoderate duty had been paid at
every separate transfer; whereas an intercourse with t!)é English,
who are uncontrouled masters of the sea, would enable the Ras to
supply himself at once with whatever commodities he might want,
and of a quality far superior to any that had hitherto found their
way into his country: that, in all this, Lord Valentia was actuated
by no motives of personal advantage, having only in view the mu-
tual benefit of England and Abyssinia, to which a free interchange
of each other’s produce would materially contribute. His Lord-
ship, I added, was now proceeding to England, and would gladly
take charge of any communication which the Government of
Abyssinia might choose to make on the subject to the British Go-
.vernmcnt‘,_,.'

¢ After a silence of g#Tew minutes, the Ras asked me, whether

Massowah, or any other port in the neighbourhood, would be most
convenient for English vessels to deliver their cargoes at. To this
1 repliea, that I believed there was no harbour, but only anchorage
~ at Beiloul, otherwise the vicinity of that place to his capital, would
e giveit a ‘de'i':\i'ded .advan_taggqgct Massowah. That there was indeed
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a convenient port at this latter place, and a tolerable supply of fresh
water; but both the town and adjacent territory were at present
under the command of Nayib Edris, who seemed inclined rather to
thwart than promote the interests of Abyssinia, as the interception
of my letter to the Ras, (for the conveyance of which I had been
obliged to pay thirty dollars) doubtless in consequence of orders
from .the Nayib, would sufficiently prove; and that moreover, I
had been forced to give him five hundred dollars for liberty to
pass through his territory, and for the promise of mules, &c. for
our accommodation, which latter agreement had been scandalously
violated. The Ras expressed much displeasure at this conduct of
the chief of Massowah, and said that the former Nayib, Hannes, had
always been a good friend of his, and that the present Nayib had
given no cause for dissatisfaction, until about five years ago, when
he had been obliged to send thither a military force to bring him to
reason, and that he then should have cut.off all communication be-
tween Massowah and Abyssinia, if the Nayib had not appeased him
by the most humble supplications. He farther added, that there was
a place on the coast belonging to himself called Buré, not more than
four days journey from Antalow, well supplied with water and
cattle; the inhabitants of which had often solicited permission to
open a trade with the ships that were constantly msgfing within
sight of them. That the road between Bugé and Antalow was very
practicable for kafilas, excepting one day’s journey, in which no
water was to be procured ; and that if this place should be deemed
sufficiently convenient, he would immediately turn the trade into
that channel. In order that I might satisfy myself on the subject,
he offered to send for one of the chiefs of the place, from whom I
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might obtain any additional information that I chose; and when I
represented to him that no verbal report would be so satisfactory,
as sending one of the gentlemen who had accompanied me to make
inquiries on the spot, he immediately assented to the proposal. He
then said, that a hope was expressed in Lord Valentia's letter, that
I might go to Gondar; but, though it was his anxious wish to com-
ply with all our desires, it was at present impossible to secure the
safety of our persons on the journey, he being on bad terms with
Gusmatie Guxo, who had posSession of Gondar. The Ras then en-
tered into a detail of the circumstances out of which the present
dlsputc between himself and hls rival originated, and of this the
following account, corrected in some particulars by Hadjee Hamed,
who was well acquainted with the circumstances, is a correct
abstract.

“ The differences arose at a very early period. Ras Welleta
Selassé placed Welleta Solomon on the throne, after the abdication:
of his father Tecla Hamainout; but the new sovereign was soon
opposed by the contrary party; afterwards the Ras raised Tecla
Georgis to the supreme command. This appointment, however, was
not more agreeable to the opponents of the Ras, than the former
had been, who compelled Tecla Georgis three several times to fly
for protecffon to Tigré, which was more immediately under the
control of his patron. Taypresence of the Ras being required at
his capltal in Tigré, eveéry exertion was made by the other party to
raise Ayto Ischias, and afterwards his son Ayto Gualoo, members
of another branch of the royal family, to the throne. At length, the
Ruﬁndiﬁg,as it should seem, his two favourites, Welleta Solomon
- and Tecla Georgis, unequal to maintain the royal authority, was
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induced to give his sanction to the establishment of the crown on
the head of Ayto Gualoo; and in order to bring over the king to
his interest, in opposition to that of Guxo, he married Ozoro Mant-
waub, the sister of his present majesty. Gusmatie Guxo, in the
mean time, after successfully increasing his power and re-establish-
ing his influence over all Amhara and Begemder, took advantage
of Ras Welleta Selassé’s absence from the capital about three years
ago, to send an arrogant message to the king, recommending to
him his daughter as a wife, if he had any thought of remaining at
Gondar. The king, whatever were his inclinations, was under the
necessity of complying with the proposition, and accordingly mar-
ried the lady.

At this period, affairs seemed to wear a better face; both parties
affected satisfaction at what had taken place, and all animosity was
for a time suspended, the tie of kindred being now added to that

“of allegiance; but this calm was not of long duration. Two years
had not elapsed, when, on the death of the late Abuna, Guxo
~ broke violently into the house of the deceased, and plundered it
of gold and valuables to the amount of five hundred wakeas of gold,
which was considered not as the private property of the Abuna,
but as belonging to his office of high priest, and was by custom
to be expended in defraying the cxpenses of bripgmg jns succes-
sor from Egypt. ' ‘ i Y f" e
 Religion was too fair a pretencc for war to'bc neglec
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money, and thus conciliate the favour and prevent the approach of
the offended Ras. In this they succeeded, the cause of war being
done away by the restoration of the property; upon which the Ras
having made an addition to the five hundred wakeas of gold, sent
immediately a deputation for a successor to the deceased Abuna.
“ Guxo’s pride, however, had received too severe a mortification
to acquiesce in what had taken place, and "being moreover sap-
ported by two of the chief priests, Eustachias and Tecla Haimanout,
who had taken upon them all the power of the Abuna, was sup-
posed at this time to be preparing war against Welleta Selassé and
his allies. Inorder still farther to strengthen his party, ht is said to
have formed a league with Siban son of Kollassé of Michzllis, who
is at the head of the Edjow Galla, and is reported to be able to
bring into the field thirty thousand cavalry, besides double that
gilmbcr of spearmen. This united force commenced its operations
bx an attack upon Ras Gabriel, in his province of Samen, and
oﬁhged him to fly to Ras Welleta Selassé for assistance. After
gaining a promise from the latter, that he would join him without
fail, as soon as it was possible to cross the Tacazza, he returned to
defend h\s own province, and is at present besxegcd in the moun-
tains of Gqshen-hai. -

Ko Ras bncl i said to_have one thousand matchlocks in his

'army, thh whlch hw-hﬂﬂs, out against the united force of Ambhara,
L:\Begemdar .and thc Galla. Ras Welleta Selassé, on the ﬁmt news of




