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CHAPTER I. 

" AUGUST 14, 1805, ALTHOUGH at day light I urged our people to 

mak,e al1 expedition, it was nine o'clock before the baggage was pro. 

perlyarranged, vhen we left Dixan on ·our way to Antalow. We 

had the satisfaction of finding our mules not inferior to those that 

bro~~hi us to Dixan, 

" We pa sed the church to our right, and then proceeded over 

a rocky hilJ, at tbe foot of which were orne small vallies, and be

y nd them a village call d Ha"dawe. We h e d carcely passed this 

. latter 1 lace, wh n we were folIo, ed by some of it inhabitants, who 

muc~ wished us to halt there; among the e wa on of the Bahar-
3 
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nega h' ons, named Socinius, who e urgent anxiety to prevail upon 

us, evidently sh wed how much he was interested in our detention. 

We ho~ever pressed forward , passing over the plain of Zarai, which 

trongly reminded 'me of the Vale of Evesham in Worcester hire. 

The-whole was ,in a high state of cultivation, and disposed in ridges 

fo the convenience of irrigating the land. A little farther on, we 

passed a clear brook running down the middle of the valley, on 

the bank of which a party of travelJers were resting themselves. 

We also saw here an Abou Gumba, and many Guinea fowls. 

Hcnce we began to wind round the side of the mountain, which 

makes a very conspicuous object in the vi w from Dixan; and soon 

came in sigh'i: of another village on our left, called Adishud, on a 

very lofty hill, that would form a good situation for a fort. Imme

diately in front of us, at about the distance of three miles, was the 

, C vil1age of Adioolta, placed as conspicuously as the one beforemen-, 
tioned. A Jarge Daroo tree stands in the middle of the plain, near 

which we were not a little surpri ed at meeting with a band of 

musicians, who immediately ran forward before us, blowing their 

tnlmpels ~nd beating their drums, so as to make a most d,iscordant 

concert , There being some appearance of rain, our guides cond~cted 

u towards Adioolta, where we were met by another Baharnegash, 

for so they call every head man of a town. We were not received 

by him with much civility, and he appeared very unwillmg that 
" 

we hould enter his territory. In a short time how6ver he relaxed, 

and at length shewed us to his house; but our tr.catment there wa 

so unsatisfactory, that, when our baggage approached, we were 
glad to hasten away. 

" The inhabitants of this pla.ce are all, nominally, Christian.s, and 
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they acknowledge no authority except that of their head man. 

The village ami its vicinily exhibited every appear~nce of neat

ness and plenty, and the valley below was well cropped, especially 

with Indian corn, which is usually more forward, in tl~is climate, 

than any other grain. The people manufactnre a ·particular kirid 

of coarse cloth, from the wool and hair of their sheep and goats; 

they first spin the materials into small ropes, instead ,of threads, 

and these, when sew d together, make a covering like a quilt. 

The woman ofth(:; house retained great remains of beauty, and had 

two fine children in her arms, plump and healthy. We descended 

thence through the cultivated grounds nearly in a southerly direc-

ti n, leaving on our right, a lofty hill not unlike that of Riacotta, in 

the Baramaal country. A material alteration now began to take 

place in the veg talion; the kolqual became less frequent, and the • 
) 

whole face of the country was again covered with acacias, the ~ ' 

verdure of which, and the freshness of the turf, compos d a scene 

very like some of our forests in England. We passed another' very 

large Daroo tree, growing by th side of a brook, the wide spreading 

brancheS" of which covered a space of at least three hu.ndred feet 

in circumference. Our guide were very unwilling that we hould 

take' up our quarters under it for the night, Ie t we hould be seri-

ou ly i~lcommoded by the expected overflowing of the brook; and 

in de d its roots, bared to a great extent, by form~r torrents, whewed 

that this 'apprehen ion was by no means without foundation. In . 
cons(' L1enee we ' proceeded two miles farther, to the village of 

Bakau 0, where we halted, having b~en overtaken by the r in just 

before we reached it. Our lodging was a place that in England would 

scarcely have serv d for a cow-shed; bu~ the civility of the people, 
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who brought us goats, and plenty of milk and honey; made it more 

comfortable than a better place would have proved with less hospi

tality. The rain continued very heavy till evening. 

" August 15.-That part of our baggage, which for want of a 

suffident num~er of mules we were obliged to have conveyed by 

men, arrived in the ~norning under the care of our friend Guebra 

Michael. We were yesterday joined by a female Hadjee, or pilgrim, 

who had' spent three years at Mecca, and was on her return to the 

distant country of the Galla. It was, I suppose, on account of the 

sanctity acquired by this long pilgrimage, that one of our chiefs, 

who was himself a Hadjee, treated her with much respect, and 

shared his co1ree with her. 

" Th~ Baharnega h of Dixan arrived at nine o'clock to take his 

( leave; he informed us that he should make haste to . the presence 

.J of the Ras, where he expected to arrive in three days, and would 

send on for more mules for our accommodation. He told us that 

he dared not accompany us farther, having had a skirmish some

time back with a neighbouring tribe, in which many of the op

posite par,ty had fallen; he, however, left his son Guebr Michael 

to proceed with us two days journey on our way. We paid, by 

the advice of our guides, six dollars to the people of the house 

where we lodged, and were by no means pleased to find that they 

were extremely dissatisfied with so ample a recompense. ·'At half 

past ten we were on our way, and having pass d on the left the vil-
• 

lage of Maroko, built on a hill of moderate height, we found our-

selves in a plain interspersed with hillocks. Here Captain Rudland 

shot a goose, and an Abou Gumba; the former, through the idle- ' 

ness of our people, escaped; the latter we carried on to Asccriah. 
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The country was in a good state ,of ~ultivation, and many villa(fes 

appeared on the hills around; Murgah was on our right, Malldoo. 

bah opposite to it on our left; and beyond~ on a much loftier hill, 

was the Hadowe mentioned by Bruce. 

" Soon after we made our way through a grove of wild olive 

trees, and afterwards alon'g the edge of a trtmen'dous precipi.ce, 

looking directly down into a gulley, in which'were sma:ll pools of 

water, but no running stream. We then descended, and passed 

along the bed of the torrent for some distance; a hower of rain 

overtook us, but it was over before we had ascended the hill 

on which stands the village ,of Asceriah, At this pI ce we were 

rece'ved with great coolness by the inhabitants; they offered us 

no shelter but that which a tree afforded, and we were for orne . 

time appr~hensive that this would be our only accommodation for 

the night. At length, however, an old man received us into his 

hou e, which was a better one, and more abounding in family ?on

venience , than any which we had seen before. I took here a view 

of the mountains, which are extremely wild in their forms; and a 

sketch of the Abou Gumba, ofwhjch Bruce has given a very conect 

, repre6entation. 

" August 16.-We were awakened at a very early hour i'n the 

morning. by Negada Moosa, whp seemed an 'ious to hurry us away 

from this inho pitable place; I call it so, from the difficulty that 

we found in proctn'ing even '\-vater for our consun ption. One man . , 

only, sup rior to this neighbours in civi~ity, brought u a small 

portion of milk. We soon I ft our baggage b hilld, but Iud not got 

1ar before we ere overtaken by a party of men, one of whom, we 

were givelil to understand, was the chief of the place that we had 

" 

• . 
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quitted. He employed all his ~loquence to prevail on us to return, 

which however we resisted, both on account of the inhospitable 

treatment. we had experienced, and because we were well a sured 

tl)a~ his present importunity am e only from his fears of Ras 

Well eta Selass6, and not from a real desire to atone for his former 

neglect. J 

." The mountain bf Geshen was far on our left hand, when we 

made a rapid descent norlhward into the fine plain of TushaIJoo, 

which is fully six miles in length, and about two in breadth. The 

village of Addage, belonging to Kantiba SOCillius, overlooks it from 

a ri ing groQnd on the right, as Nissqm and Menju do on the left. 

It is interspersed with Tornbo trees, which in appearance are not 

. unlike the mulberry tree. To the north was pointe~ out to us the 

district of the Sewarre, and the villages of Adowmo and Digge j 

oppo ite to the last is another called Ambullah. Fr<?m Asceriah 

we ~ad been going n arl y north-west,on account of the impassable 

mountains to the south j but we now turned off over a risinO' 

ground to the south, and, passing Bat'ha, soon reached Abha, the 

residence' of the Baharnegash Subhart. We were very· cordiaJJy 

received by the old man in a small house, built under the bmw of 

a projecting rock, that completely sheltered it from the incle'nien· 

cies of the weather. He was scated on a couch surrounded by his 
• 

attendants, and almost euveloped in a long white mantle with a 

red border and fringe. He was small in person, ,V,it'h a face deeply 

marked with the furrows of age. We found here that much more 

attention wa,s paid to form than at Dixan: The mode of salutation 

in usc is to present the hand, and afterwards ki s the bac~ of it twice; ' 

no persoll is permitted to go into the presence of the Baharnegash 



• 

ABHA. 9 

without uncovering to the waist, nor is he addre sed by anyone x

ccpt in a whisper, with the mouth covered and applied clo e to his 

ear. Soon after we had been seated, he gave u plenty of ~ydromel, 

and s emed to think that we did not make sufficiently free, though 

some of our party were so complaisant, a to drillK two bruUies·" 

full; be also treated us with cakes covered lith curds. He told 

me that he wa originally much attached to tRas Michael SU~\ll, 
and supplied him with a large tribute in kind, but having had 

orne disturbance with a neighbouring tribe, the Ras came with an 

army and burned down the whole of his tOW11. It had been after

wards rebuilt by him, but was de troyed a second time, and for a 
• 

similar reason, by Ras Welleta Selasse, about eight years ago: he 

farther mentioned, that he was at Gondar before the war broke 

out between Ras Michael Suhul ano Waragna Fasil, and that his \ 

brother wa present at the battle of Damot, fought between those . 

parties. He was very uroent that we hould spend the ensuing day 

with him, it being one of their fast day, promi ing, on our· com

pliance, to ee us safe on our way to the Ras. Gu bra Eyut, a boy 

belonging to the Ras, having mentioned to our servants that the 

hope of obtaining a hand orne present was the only rea on for the 

Baharnegash's pr inO' our star, and that he knew the Ras was 

most anxiou for our arrival at Antalow, I sent for H djee Hamed 

and Ncgada Moosa, and afLer some cOllversation re oh·ed to follow . . . 
.their advice, wl~ich was to take my departure the next morning; 

when I informed: the Baharnega h of my intention, he remonstrated 

much against it, but with politeness, and promised to end his so 1 

to attend us. 

• V nelian gla58 decanter hol~ing about a pint. 

.. 
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" I walked up to the church in the evening. which is partly ex:

cavated out of the side of the rock: the road to it is winding and 

steep, am} so difficult of access, that I fear it has but few visitors; 

~nle s the inhabitants of the place are more devout than they 

appear to be . . The view from it amply repaid us for our trouble, 

as we thereby gainqd a distinct prospect of the valley which we 

_h"'& passed· in the m~rning, beyond-which was a fine range of rugged 

rocks and mountains, rj ing behind each other at a great distance, 

until they were lost in the clouds. The opposite side of the hill 
• 

was thickly covered with houses, rocks, and trees, and formed so 

very inlerest~ng and characteristic a sc.ene, that I sat down on a rock 

to sketch it, but had not time enough, before the evening came <?n, 

to do it justice. . I "Our fare this day was abundant, having been provided by this 
(, 

~, nobleman," as Bruce terms one of his predecessors, wit.hfive sheep 

and plellty of maise, of a much superior quality to what we met 

with at Dixan. Maise is a liquor made of honey, fermented with 

barley, and strenrrthened with a bitter root called tad do ; it is called . 
hydromel ·by Bruce, and mead by Poncet: the latter has accurately 

de5cribed the process of making it. (Vide note page 218 in Lock

man's translation, published at London 1748.) Mussulmauns as well 

as Christians seem d to enjoy this beverage, and some .of the 

former found it necessary to sleep away the ,rapid .effec~s of it on 

their senses. 
\ 

August 17. - Early in the morning the Baharnegash brought 

me a cow and some honey, hinting his expectation of my making 

him a present in return: this I evaded on the plea, tb4t, as I was 

gojng to the Ras, I was not furnished with presents for any other 
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person, but, that if he wished to be paid for what we had reeeiv d, I 

must refer him to Hamed Chamie, to whom I had entrusted every 

arrangement of tbis nature. I was advised by the Ras's peoRle to give 

him thirty dollars, being as ured by them, at the same time, th,,:t 

this would be t'he last expense of the \cilld, there being no pe~son 
between this place and Antalow, who would ~ink of making any 

demand upon u . As tb Baharnega h had reaUJ been very friend , 

1 ordered-Hamed Cbamie to give him twenty d'ollars, which, to my 

surp~ise, was received wi,th great satisfaction. I now gave order 

for the mules to b loaded, wben the Baharnegash came up, with a 

very serious air, and inform~d me that he had intelligence of a 

large, body of armed men, three thousand in number, who had as

sembled in order to intercept us, and that unless he were with us we 

should run great risk of being plundered; he ag in therefore 

begged that we would stay till the morrow. I told him, in relUl n" 

that we were not ea ily alarmed, being well provided with fire-· 

arms in case of molestation, and, if we were overpowered by 

numbers, the aggressor would be answerable with their Ii ves to 

the Ras, who, I had no doubt, would take e 'emplary vengeance on 

them·; more words, therefore, on the subject were u eless, since I 

was determined to proceed immediately in pite of very obstacle. 

This pu~ an end to tbe cherne which had been planned for our 

d tention; in which I have very r ason to believe that egad a 

Moosa, if n'ot H'afjee -Hamed, wa concerned. 

At half past ,eigIJt we I ft Abha, and waited on the first nsmg 

ground about half an hour till all our baggage came up. ,W were 

. at first some.what surprised at seeing great numb rs of the illagers 

with goats, cal es, and other cattle closely follOWing, or pas jng by 
VOL. ·JJ I. c 

" 
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us, on the same road that we were travelling, but 011 turning round 

an angle of the mountain on our left the whole was explained; for 

we there .found a large concourse of people assembled from all the 

neighbouring villages to barter the produce of their different hills. 

It being a new' and interesting sight to us, we rode up and took a 

circuit round the tarket. Among other wares 'we observed in it 

~n, wrought and u lwrought, for ploughshares and other purposes, 

cattle of all kinds, horses, skins, cotton, ghee, and butter; the 

latter in round balls, and as white as in ngland; also ba k~ts of 

chillies, and of a red pod found on the neighbouring hills which the 

inhabitants eat when ripe. This mark~t is held weekly. The women 
(' 

I 
whom we aw here were generally tall and well shaped, and many 

of them handsome. Notwithstanding the number of persons t11at had 

already assembled, which could not be less than three hundred, 

we afterwards met on our road as many straggling parties, with 

merchandi e, as would probably double the throng. 

The plain through which we were travelling was about two 

miles in breadth, and the road passed ' close to the abrupt de cent 

of the mountains on the left, between various isolated ro ks, among 

which was one in the form of a tower, of vast bulk and height>. We . 
passed on our left the village of Guragubbo, and on our right that 

of Mllzembah. About three miles farther the soil became ~f a more 

sandy nature, which prodnced several species of Ixia. 

The Baharnegash soon after overtook us, and''f0de on before us, 

till we ascended an eminence at the bottom of a'seQlicircular ridge 

of mountains, over whioh there is but one pass , by which it is 

possible to ascend; here we waited for nearly an ,hour before' 

all our mules arrived. In steepness and ruggedness this hill 



RECAITO. IS 

may be compared to Taranta, though its height is considf'rably 

inferior. 

When we had arrived nearly at the top of the pass, the Bahal'- . . 
negash led us out of the road, up a scarcely accessible ascent to a . 
projecting rock, and it was not till we had toiled up with infinite 

difficulty, that we found our conductor had b(ought us thither for 

the idle purpose of gaining a shelter from the im\>ending rain. Wi, 

great labour we got our mules back again into 'the road, and began 

to descend the hill, which we found much more difficult than the 

ascent; soon afterwards we were overtaken by the rain, but after 

traversing two more hills of moderate size, we reached a miserable 
, . 

village, where we took shelter. As soon as the weather had be· 

come fair again ~e recommenced our march, and traveJIed about 

three miles farther, near]y in a S.E. direction, to the ruinous village 

of Recaito, where, after having experienoed much difficulty in pro

curing a shed, e halted for the night. The thermometer was 68°. 

The distance from Abha to Recaito we computed to be from ten to 

twelve miles. , 
" AugU'St lB.-We procured a.1ittle supper last night, .and eggs 

and milk this morning, in exchange for a few beads, but we found the 

damsels very keen in making bargains. The woman of the house 

was s~fficient1y civil, but the rest of the inhabitant appeared 

little 9isposed to accommodate us, and we discovered, in the morn

ing, that they l:ra~ rfe~lect~d to proc.ure f~o~ for our attendants, so 

that we had to 'l'~it a conSIderable time tll11t was prepared, 

" All t~e villages in this district bear strong roarks of the rava

·ges committed by the Ras 's army, or some other military devasta .. 

tion, for the greater part of them are at present mere heaps of 
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ruins, and, 'as the Baharneg~sh told me, the people have no inclina

tion to rebuild them. 
" In ql~itting Recaito we went first to the eastward, and after

ward proceeding due somh, ascended a lofty and extremely steep 

pa s: on the top of which ran a stream of water that oozed through 

it porous channel, ~d dripped' on the rocks below. The whole 

~e of the, mountaill was covered with Acacia-trees, among which 

grew the Serge, the' Tabbib, and other sweet-scented plants and 

shrub, besides many beautiJul flowers, of which I collected speci

mens. About half way up we turned again in an eastern direction, 

and on reaching '-he summit, found a level and extensive Hat, which, . ' 

though moist and swampy from numerous ~prings, appeared to be 

very capable of cultivation, and, if it were properly drained, well I litt d for corn. . 

"I collecteu here three specie~ of bulbous plants, and a few 

spccim ns of iron ore, which lay scattered in great pI nty on several 

of the hill that w passeu. After resting an hour by the side of 

one of th sprinas, we proceeded, with all our baggage, along the 

edge of the flat to the village of Hadjaian; thence, after winding 

round to the southward, and cro sing a small stream, the banks of 

which were shaded by the Laham, a tree much resembling the 

Mango in its growth, w.e a cended a hill, on the west of which tands . . 
the v ill age of ~hihah. 

" The Baharnega h behaved with much poii~ebess 'during the 

whole of this day's journey; he even dismountett, aud offered me 

hi own mule, which was far superior to that on which [ r:ode; but 

he afterwards hinted to Captain Rudland, that a little more money ' . , 

would be acceptable. A tolerably good house was prepared for us; 
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but we were much incommoded by smoke, being obliged to cook 

jn our sleeping-room. It is, probably, this smoke whjch injures 

the sight of the inhabitants, for we ob erved that even the ~hildren 

were many of.~h m near1y blind, and almost every woman advanced 

in years had lost one, and many of them both their:.eyes. . 

" We were rou ed about two o'clock in the tOlning by the ,Ba

harnega h, who called out most vociferou ly tb;\t an enemy wa 'it 

hand. It was sorile time before we could get a light, during which 

our own party had armed, . and was prepared for the expected 

attack. A rumbling noise or ound like that of a drum, or tom-tom, 

from the hill in our rear, confirmed us jn the belief that orne 
. . 

danger was at hand. A light being brought, ~e found the whole of 

the Baharnegash's attendants ready armed, with ljghted match

lock, spears, and shields; and a most" warlike" figure they made. 

Captain Rudland in the mean time had gone out to reconnoitre, and 

discovered that what had been mistaken for the beating of a drum, 

was nothing more than the noise made by an old woman in grinding 

her corn, which here, as well as in Arabia and India, is always done 

in the night. The alatm however continuing, we at length.Jearned 

from Harned Chamie, th t two brothers, Agoo and Subagadis, with 

their army, were coming to take possession of the town, and that the 

whole co~ntry was in a state of uproar; we were informed at the 

same time, that the only danger to ourselve wa the ri k of bing ac

cident By molesle.tl'cf rhlg the confusion of a nocturnal attack, for 

it was by no mean their intention to do us any voluntary injury. 

" In the mean time, Hadjee Hamed and egada Moosa pr pared 

themselves t.o go out and meet them, should the new be ' true. 

Spies hld been aIr ady sent, who returned one after another with 
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intelligence, and we at last were informed that one of them had 

b en detained on the road by the chiefs, who, on hearing that we 

were in the town, declared their inten ion of deferring the attack . 
till we should have passed on to the Ras. lth so~ difficulty we 

prevailed on- the.,Baharnegash to retire, and then putting some ghee 

in our lamp, we y.down with our fire-arms at hand, and slept 

till day-break. Ha ~ee Hamed, at his own request, slept at the door 

of our room during the remainder of the night. 

" August 19.- VVe had another c~ll to arms before our baggage 

was ready, upon which, we ascended, with the Baharnegash, a hill 

close by the house where we lodged, and which commanded a view 
( . 

of the country around. On this, as a strong post, the villagers had 

all assembled, to the number of thirty or forty, with their spears 

and shields, ready to defend it. Here and there we saw women and 

children driving in their cattle, and armed men on horseback on 

the look out, but no enemies made their appearance, except a few 

stragglers on the eminences at a distance. After some time we were 

finally told, that it was a fal e alarm, upon which we returned to 

our hO!lse; and prepared for our departure: As we were quitting 

the village, the Baharnegash and his son took leave of us, finding 

they could not get any more presents, and not choosing any ;longer 

to encounter the dangers and fatigue of the march. . 
" The alarm had not extended far, as we found the inh~bitants . 

of the next village very peaceably at WOl1L"··Q their' fields. We 

crdssed a plain, through which ran a brook s6.aded with shrubs, 

and bordered with many kinds of plants ~f e quisite beauty; after

wards, descending a rugged steep we entered, a valley of rich 

pasture land, the grass of which was so plentifully mixed with 
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white and red clover, yellow crowfoot, and dandelion, that it had 

the exact appearance of an E rli h meadow in spring. The cattle 

feeding upon it were all in high condition. Captain Rudl~Dd shot 

a bird re embling the .lapwing, and a little farther on, a c~uple of 

fine wild ducks. At the end of this valley was ~n ther steep pass, . 

" which brought us in sight of a plain surrounde with woody hills 

and towering rocks, very similar, in general ch racter, to, some of 

the finer valleys in Derbyshire. We halted at a village called 

Calaut, in the centre of the vale, intending to pass the night there; 

but, afLer baving waited some time, and findjng there was no house 

prepared, nor any. probability of our procuring one, I ordered the 
, . 

tent to be pitched under the shade of a large Daroo tree, and left 

the village, not very well plea ed with tne want of hospitality 

in its inhabitants. We afterwards accept~d an invit~ion to the . 

house of a Mussulmaun, nam,ed Hadjee Abdallah, in the lower 

town, who was a friend of Negada Moosa. This man treated us 

with much attention, prepared bread for us, and brought us milk, 

which, with the two wild ducks, made up our repast for the day. 

The thermom ter was 70°. 

" AlJgust 20.-ln the rooming we were given to understand that 

it was impossible to procure people for the conveyance of that part 

of our baggage which was not carried by the mules/ th Chief of 

the vill~ge having absented h iluself, in order to evade the orders 

s~nt by the R ~ r'p iding us with every thing necessary for our 

accommodation. Ve were obliged, therefore, to remain another 

day . 

. " In the course of the day, Ti ra Mokan Welleta Samuel, Chi f of 

the villages of Debra Muttai, c,\me down from his hilJ with a present 
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of a sheep and milk, and al 0 en a cd to upply us with people 

at an earJy hour on the following morning. He mad an e cuse for' 

appearj~g in a squalid dre 5, by informiug me that he was ill mourn

ing for his broth r. His shirt was blackened with dirt, and was to 

' b worn eighty day. In confirmation of this, Hadjee Hamed in

form d me that a~ the Christian in Aby sinia mourn in the same 

way, an~ also tearJth skin off their temples, to shew their affection 

for the d cea ed. \ 

., From this worthy mau, 1 0 eemed more hr wd and ensible 

tl an any w had yet met with, I procured orne information, which, 

wh n join d with what I had befo~ obtained, pr tty clearly x

plained the pre ent state of this part of the Coulltry. Thi man' fa

father, '\-Voldo Kemellet, was chief of the district of Agowma, in 

extent thre days march across, in which are the villages of raxo, 

Gullimuckidah, Akran, Duccakallah, Calaut, and many oth ~ . This 

territory, ill the time of Michael SuhuJ, yielded to him, as Ra ,much 

tribute in gold, matchlocks, and cattle; but after Ras WeHeta Se

lasse came into.power, Woldo Kemellet was forcibly driven out of 

hi country by Shum Woldo, a celebrated warrior, the friend and 

favourite of the present Ras, who styled him brother, though there 

was no relationship by blood betw en them. Since this revolution, 

th district has only paid to the Ras annually two hun.dred kins 

of honey, two hundred sheep, fifty cow, and ten matchlock.s, being 

a trifling tribute in comparison to what if--Wqte yielded. As a 

compensation to th family of Woldo, the. ~'!l.S gave to Welleta 

amuel the villages of Debra Muttai, with th{surrounding land, to 

be held free of all tribute. 

H It is now three years since a battle was fought b"etween Shum 

\ 
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WoJdo and Baharnegash Yasous of Dixan, near Bakauko. Yasous 

came up, with all the dependents he could muster, to attack the 

former. Their forces, if such they could be called, were said to have 

amounted to five thousand men on each side In the action Ya ou 

was victorious, having killed one hundred and fif9'uf·the opposite ' 

party, and carried o£fa band ofmu ician belonging toShum Woldo. 

" The district of Agowma has inee fallen, by the geath of 

Woldo, into the hands of his four sons, Thadob, Guebra-Gllrroo, 

Subagadis, and Aggoos, who for some time.were in intimate alliance 

with each other, and conquered many of the villages around, but 

at length quarrel1ed about the distribution of their Ilew acqui i-
• tions. The Ras favours Thadoo and Guebra-Gurroo, who have been 

for some time in his presence. The latter of the two is however 

considered as a cipher, being a man of weak capacity. In the mean 

time Subagadis and Aggoos are making u e of the absence of their 

competitor to get all they can into their own posses ion; it is sup

posed however that Thadoo will soon arrive with assistance from 

the Ras to stop their farther progress, as he has already ent ord rs 

to the people of Shiha to make a vigorous defence till he c9mes to 

their s\lccour. 

" About ten in the morning Hadjee Abdallah was sent fur by 

Aggoo~, who, I was given to understand, wa the chief of Calaut ; 

and sh9rtiy afterwards, having made proper enquiries, he did us 

the honour of a ~it, attended by a large train of warrior ,of whom 

a few were armed \vit.h matchlocks, and the rest with spears and 

shields. He appear~ to be little more than twenty years of age, 

.handsome in person, but fierce and rude in his manners j he briefly 

told us,. that he vas absent when we arrived, otherwi e we should 

VOL. 111 • 
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have met vith a better receptioll, but that he had ow brought u 

:l couple of bullocL:: ; he al 0 mention d, that on hearing we were 

tra\'elling thi way, he had de(erred hi iutended attack on, hihah. 

He thel) ro e up, and went away with a little ceremony a he came, 

'and in the v l'ng we received from him orne milk and ixty.ljve 

cake of tcff bread , wo feet in diameter, as al 0 twenty· five of the 

ame kind from Welleta amuel. 

" AUg~lst 2J .-l(hough we rose at a very early hour this mOfIl

ilJg, it wa lcv n o· 10 k ut:~ re all wa r ady for our departure: 

in the midst of our preparation we were joined by the young chief 

Ag 1005: he co t nted himsclfwilh looking on in silence, till all our 

mule w r~ loaded, and then by blo~"s and lhreat, v ry speedIly 

made his people lake up tbe remainder of our bagga rc. 

f " Almost the whole of lhi part of'the country consists of rocky 

hills and cultivated valley, tbrough which our road wound in a 

g n raI direction fr m south·east to outh-we t. About six mile 

0111 Cal aut, w pa s d Gullimuckida and Ersubhah on our right 

ha Jd. \Ve h d scare Iy g ne two mil s farther, when we were 

overtak 11 by the young, warrior Aggoos, attend d by two of 

his fighting men on 11 rsehack. He stopped to peak to f;t dj e 

H,amcd; but his impati nt pirit could not brook travelJing ,at the 

s10' rate we ",.ere gOillg; ac<:ordingly, in a few minutes, he aUoped 

away, and we oon lost ight of hjm behind the hills in ;>U~ front. 

A mcsseuger on hor eback soon after met llS 1 g;n intellig nc of 

our approach, and with him our friend Nega(a Moo a rode for

ward to get all things ill readilles for our relcptiou. The country 

was very t icll in pasturage, a1ld we saw va t heros of cattle Ii 6ding 

in the different valley, al 0 a few hor es, ora small br 'd, but which 

" 
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were however capable of much work. We alarmed two jackalls on 

the plain grubbing up -roots, but they fled so swiftly up the hills 

th~t\caPtain Rudland could not approach within gun-shot of them. 

About three o'clock we arrived at Genatcr, the capital of the dis

trict of AgowID:a. It i a village, con isting chie~ conical huts', 

overlooked by a high rock, steep on every sid , and on the top of 

which is an area about one hundred feet in diameter, occl,lpied par

tially by a cita el. Here we were met by Sub~gadi , the elder of 

the four so s of Shum Woldo. He llDc()'Yl!red himself with great 

humility 011 approaching, and saluted us by kissing our hands; he 

then led u into his stat.e room, which was not unlike a hall in 
, . 

some of our old English mansions, being lofty, and supported by 

round posts in t,he centre. Here he treated u with an excelJent 

fowl-curry, wheaten loaves cook d in steam, and plenty of mai e; 

he also presented me with three bullock, four pots and two skins 

of honey, as he expre sed it, by the Ras' oruer . • :All this time his 

brother Aggoos ,had been standing behind him, not bing alloived, 

as it should seem, to sit in his presence. We spent this day very 

pleasantly, being treat d with greett hospitality by the ~asler of 

the mansion, who w, s in his manners by far the Illost polished 

Abyssinian we had yet seen. He had a mild expression in his 

count nance, his featur s w re regular, his hair wa short and 

curlYI but not woolly, nd his limbs, though small, were well 

form d. 1'he t 

" AuO'u. t 2~. n ~e morning I made a present of a looking-glass, 

some b ad , and a Ie v cloves, to the lady of the hOllS ,who was of a 

. mu h light.er complexion than any ve had befor m t with, and :vas 

di tantly related to th Ras. These trifl s were received with n uch 
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sati faction, and, for the first time, we found ourselves among people 

who were above begging. In the course of the day, Subagadi to~k 

an opportunity of speaking to me about the unrortunate disse/')i~ns 
in his family. The Ras, he said, had ordered his father's country to 

'be equally d~~ between himself and his brother Thadoo; but '" 

the iatter, dissatisfied with his share, had ever since been continually 

plundering all his villages, as well as many others belonging to the 

neighbou;'ing chiefl. He observed, very properly, that a country 

thus divided could It'tw~r prosper; and he hoped, as he was the 

elder brother, that I would use all Illy interest with the Ras, to have 

him reinstated in the whole of his father's possessions; begging, at 

the same tilne, that I would speak to the Ras as soon as possible on 

the subject, as the present was the month for the annual settlement 

I of the proviuces. He al 0 wished me to represent to the Ras, that, 

although his order for supplying us with provision ancl other ne-

ces. aries at the villages through which we passed, had been regu

larly transmitted to Thadoo's people, yet no preparations bad been 

made. In answer to this, I told him, that I was only a stranger goiug 

to the R~s, and that therefore my interest could not be consider

able; that it was not my business to meddle with state affairs-; but 

that, as he had treated us with great hospitality, I would certainly 

do him all the service in my power. I then presented him with . 
a piece of muslin, with which he was g1'eatly pleased, saying, that 

I had been much more liberal than he had aby r son~ to expect; 

and, taking me by the hand, declared that (hould ever think 

of me as a friend. In return, I only begged of m, that if he should 

ever meet with Englishmen again, he would exercise towards them ' 

the same kindness that he had shewn to us. 
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" We were entertained in the morning by the sight of an Abys

~an banquet, at which, although new guests were continually 

re1i~ing those who were satisfied, we counted ninety-five per ons 

feeding at the same time in the hall. It might frighten many a. 

man to go into the midst of such a throng cut.tjQ~l: aw yat the raw 

meat with their long drawn knives, and handing it about in large 

pieces, from the higher to those of inferior ranf' Sometimes, if it 

chanced to be a coarse piece, it was ob erved to go through six or 

seven gradation. At 'the farther end of t~l sat Subagadis and 

his wife, with her female attendants, behind a half drawn curtain. 

0n our entering th,e hall we we,re invited to take a seat axpong them, 

with which we willingly complied. The lady, whom we could now 

more particularly attend to, was young and pretty, and both gentle 

and agreeable in her manners; she asked me for a pair of ear-rings 

(which I had before been crroneou ly given to under land the 

Abyssinian ladies did not wear); I sent accordingly for a pair of 

some that I had procured at Mocha, and presented them to her. 

" During our stay, Captain RudJand shot two eagles, which I 

suppo e to be the male and female. The people, having never 

before .seen a bird killed when flying, were much d lighted on the 

occasion. We left Genater about ten o'clock, travel1ing at a slow 

rate. On . our way we passed two priest dressed in light scarlet 

garments; one of them carried in hi hand a bell, the other a large 

and curious1y 0 amented key. The fir t eight mHes lay in a 

southward directio lTough a fine grazing country; then winding 

round th hill, we a ended a high pass, the top of which divides 

tf1e district of Shum Woldo from that of Ayto Welleta Michael. 

We were de~ired to wait on this hiB, as Ayto Welle,ta Michael, 
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chief of the village of Takota, whom we were goin T to vi it, was . 

out on a warlike expedition again t Sahlma, a to'wn belongin 

Thadoo. In a few minutes 'we saw him comin clown a hill 0 the 

• est, with, I suppo e, at least one thousand follower, hor e and 

foot, throng ng d their Chief in most unmilitary confusion, < ~ 

like the attendants of an Ea lern prince on a vi it of ceremony. A 

Ii w w,ere armed l'ith matchlocks, and the re t with spear and 

hield. When the came abrea t of us, they div.ided oIl' into two 

parties, one of'which con i ted orWell ta Mi haeJ's own troops, and 

the other of hi auxiliaries, led by Aylo Guebra, and the chie~ of 

some dislapt village. V\T eHeta Michael himself proc edcd to Takota. 

" Guebra Well ta SeJas e, a m ssenger from Anlalow, bad met 

u on the hill with a grey mule belonging to the Ras, which he bad 

{ sent for my own riding. This man we di patch cl to t1l Chief of 

Takota, to inform him of our approach: but he returned with so 

unsatisfactory au answer, that it wa j1lclgcd J>rud nt to proceed 

about four miles farther, to a village b longing to Ayto Guebra, 

wh re we at length procured a small though tolerably comfortable 

room for th Ras's m Ie and ourselves for the night. 

" August 23.-Last night we were presented by the Chief of the 

~i1lage with a bullock aud two sheep, a part of one of' which was 

made into a couutry curry, with bread and mai e, for our supper. 

1 was informed this mornin , that the pr sent dissensions between 

Thadoo and Aylo Welleta Michael, arose fro~e phindering dis

positions of the people subject to the forme bo had been con

stantly in the habit of oming openly in the ay' time, and carryi~1g 

away tbe eattlo belonging to tbe latter. In order to .put a stop to 

this, Aylo 'Yelleta Michael dssembled all bis friends 'aud foflowers, 
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and marched to the vi'llage of Sahina, where mos of the e depre-

rs live, to demand satisfaction. Nothing however was ettled 

yest day, nor wa any blood spilt on the occasion; nd though it 

i supposed that matters will be accommoddted (to enforce which 

Ayto Well eta Michael to day again marches gut.,t o ahana), 'it is 

the opi nion of my informant, that the cattle wj Il not be returned, 

as the parties aggrieved stand much in awe ofThadoo, whD is very 

powerful when hl orees are collected. } . 

" VVe left thi place about nine A. M. ~d by the Chief of 

the village, but had not travelled above two miles, bef0re we were 

desired by our guides to halt a.t the bottom of a hill on ?ne side of 

the plain of Ayadd h, on which are the twelve villages of Amba 

Manut. After a long consultation between Negada Moo a and Gue

bra Selasse on one side, and the Chief: of the villa res above who 

had come down to meet us, on the other, the former endeav ured 

to p evail on u to stop for the re t of the day. This I refus d; upon 

which the Chiefs ul'rounded us, and with mo t earnest and humble 

supplication (placing at the same tim tones upon their heads and 

necks), endeavoured to per uade us that their live wouI(1 not be 

safe if w did not comply. After many fruitless endeavours to get 

away quietly, by remonstrating with our two guides upon the ab .. 

surdity of this detention, I was at last actually compelled to force . 
my way: through the throng, and gallop off to my companions, who 

had gone on a'litt~e way before; but all my endeavour to prevent 

so serious a loss of ti were to little purpose; for, after going about 

two mile fart er, we' rived at another village, when the rain came 

orfso violently, that we wert: not orry to tuke up our bode for the 

night, in. a good house prepared for our r ceptIon. 
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" We were treated with much attention by the master of the 

mansion; but our food, Sec. wa all brought over from the vii ge 

where we had been fir t pressed to stop. 

" I had seen in coming in, a plaut very like the Ensete of ruce; 

• on examina~n the evening it proved to be a new pecie of --Musa. It grows from thirty to forty feet high; the trunk or st m 

i bare (when the first leaves have withered away), about fifteen 

feet from the gro md; here about twelve leaves branch out, in

casing tach of her at - ' ba 'e, as in the plantain. The mid··rib 

of each leaf is bar~ for about two feet and a half before the pread

ing part of the leaf commences, an~ is at the back of a bright red 

colour. The leaf is about four feet acros at the broade t part, 

about twenty feet long, and pointed at t~e end. The fruit springs 

from the centre or body of the plant, and is protected wheh young 

by four or five small, but strong leaves, which firmly einbrace the 

whole cluster. The part ' of the flower are very similar to the 

phintain, as in appearance is the fruit, but iL differs decidedly from 

it in being filled with hard irregular- baped seeds, each of the 

size of ~ hazel nut; the form of the plant may be learned from the 

dra wing of the mountains of' Adowe, where it ~gain occurred,· The 

thermometer wa 64. 

" August 24.-The lady of the house, who was sister-in-law to . 
th wife of Subagadi " paid us a visit in the morning; she .was far 

inferior to the latter both in personal charms "and-- in manners. 

I presented her with a looking-glass and sOllle.teads; but she was 

dissatisfied with them; nevertheles~, on our!going, she took them 

away. The Chiefs also of the villages that we had passed the day 

• This Musa is growing in the conservatory of Lord Valentia. -
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before paid us :a tnorning vi~it, and presented . u~ wIth : a' bullock 

apd o_ther 'artioles: Abou't nine we left the village; and pUrsued 

ourjouru~y, in a southward direction, over a more rocky country 

than we hau lately passed through,' and in consequence saw more 

of the kolquaU. In 'fhe neighbourhood _however ~f' the 'villages, to 

the right, were many small patches of pastur~ ground. The bills 

beyond presented many st'range' and unoouth forms, and sheep of 
I 

aU shades, from white to black, were 'grazin 1 the siCles' of them. 

After a ride of about fiv~ miles, in the oourse of which we pa ed 

several small villages, eath' containing one principal house, sur

rounded with a stone. waH, we,mounted up a hill to a larger village, 

the resi:dence of Ayto Guebra. We 'were welcomed by this chief, 

who is married to a niece of Ra Welleta Selasse, with much hospita

lity. Tecla Hammainout, the husBand of his lady's sister, and some 

other friends, were also assembled to receive us. Few word~ passed 

at our introduction. 'Maise, curry, and immen e piles of bread, b. ing 

laid before us, we were given' to understand, that to eat and drink 

heartily, was the best compliment' that we could pay them; and 

iudeed they plied· us so fast WIth the rnaise, and that of so good and 

strong 'a quality, dut ·t ~6Ubd it absolutely necessary to rise and 

depart i'n a hutT)', rest all our servants, to whom they had b~ell as . 
liberal ai to ourselves, should be incapable of proceeding. On 

commg out of thebanqueuing 'room, we were ushered rather un

expectedly i~.to the lady's apartment, who received us very cordi

alJy, and paid her compliments ~n a very easy and polite way. She 

,,:as by no means han8some, yet there was ometbing very pleas

ing in the e~pr ssion of her face. I made an excuse for not b<,ing 

'able to make her a preSerit~ as all the baggage was gone on. She 
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received my apology with great good manner, saying at the same 

time, that her only wi h, in trying to prevail upon us to tay, was 

to have the pleasure of our company; but as the end of this would 

have been only a general drinkinll -bout, we resi ted even the en

treaties of the lady, and taking leave of her, mounted our mules, 

and rode on some miles with good spe d to the mansiol1 of Debib, 

Chief of Negashe. ft had be n the intention of our guide, however, 

that we should ha e taken up our quarters at a vil1age much 

a t quitted , so that when we arrived, the 

hier wa unprepared for our reception~ and had to get out his 

holiday clothes: he received us how,ever, very kindly, though we 
• 

were at first unable to enter into any conver ation, having left ur 

interpreter behind with the baggage. A second Ii ast was 0011 

prepared for us, and four hundred cakes of bread of the usual size 

were given to our people, together with bullocks, honey, gbe , &c. 

" Au~t 25.-The ma ter of the hou e rode on with us thi 

mortling, as had been the general custom ince we left Abha. He 

at his horse firmly and gracefully, like rno t of his countrym n 

of rank, ,who make by no mean an unhandsome figure on hor e

back, wilh th ir white dr sscs, and black sheep skins thrown 100 ely 

across the left shoulder. They wear nothing on their heads, but 

consider it as a mark of dignity to cover th lower part of ~heir face 

with the 100 e part of their dress; and are general1y attended by 

eight or ten follow r , with matchlock and spear. l 

H About five miles on tbe road, after ascending and descending 

some steep mountains, we were taken to vi it a church or convent 

cut out of the solid rock, cal1ed Abuhasubha. This place is situated 

. on the ide of arock which commands a viewofa large ~nd beautiful 
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plain, thinly set with daro and wild date trees. It front of the e -

cavati n i a thatch d and two storied entrance, built in a ty Ie much 

resembling that of the Ponuguese. From this three door lead into 

an oblong sqL1are room (A), the dimensions of which are about fifty 

". feet by thir ty, supported by two rows of columns, each con 'i ·ting 

of four pillars and two pilasters; the former are ab~ut three feet in 

diameter, and from their plainnes and proportions, resemble tho e 

of the Tuscan order. Beyond is a room (B),janswering in some 
"" degree to the chancel of modern church j it i divided from the 

larger excavation by two square pillars, and has a dome-shaped 

cieling about forty feet high, of very excellent workI\lan hip. In 

this room are contained the bapti mal font, and the variou articles 

used in the ceremonie of the church, which are concealed from 

view by a curtain suspended between the two pillars at the entrance. 

On ead side is a smaller room (C), communicating by a door and 
/ 

window with the larger excavation. The cieling in front of the 

centre room in the larger excavation, is hollowed out into a kind 
• of dom about thirty feet high, cUI'iou 1 y painted and carved; and 

in front of the side rooms it is also adorned in the same . manner, 

but without the dome. The floor is flagged with quare stones, and. 

th walls are carved and ornamented with cro ses, painting, and 

inscripti<?ns in the Ethiopic character, which, I , as informed, en

tir ly,con ist of sentences taken from Scripture. The most conspi

cuou of thel paintings are representations of Chri t, the Apostles, 

and ~aint Gorge combating the dragon: the white hor e of the 

latter is both well designed and executed. We were allowed by 

the ·priests to xamine every part of this singular t mpl I which is 

damp;and full of bats and insects, particularly the side cells, in each 



so ABUHASUBHA. 

of which is a tomb. One of the most curious circumstances in this 

xcavation i , that water continually issues from one of the pillars, 

which deposits a ferruginous sedim nt, that seem not in ~ ny 

degree to have corroded the stone. On the outside are v ral 

tombs excavated in the sides of the rock, and only cover d over by 

loose stones. The priests who attended us were all neatly dres ed 

in white, with light turbans or rather wrappers round their heads. 

I gave them two d lIars for their attentions to us, with which they 

wer well satisfied. 

'e Tl e rock out of which this temple is excavated is of a very 

hard consistence, so that much labour must have been bestowed on 
*' . 

the work. We observed nothing from which w could form any 

opinion as to the period when it wa undertaken. It i certainly 

more antient than the time of the residence of the Portuguese in 

Abyssinia, and is problbly one of those that were formed at the 

cornman of the Emperor Lalibala, by workmen sent for, for that 

purI)ose, from Egypt.>'If 

" Rtsuming our journey, we passed through a luxuriant copse, 

~nd obs rved growing on the rocky sides of the pathway sev raJ 

beautiful species ofFilices, of which I procured specimens. We then 

mounted successively many high and rugged hills, our road turning 

at lim s to ev ry point of the compass, till after a most Iabo.rious and 
fatiguing day, we reach d our halting place lor the night, .at the 

top of one of the loftiest hills. It was some time hqfore we were 

joined by our attendants, with the baggage, who had gone by an

other route, in the course of which they had visit d 3. mosque held 

extremely sacred by the Mussulmauns. We had a miserable hut to 
• Vide Ludolf. Lib. ii. ch. 5. 
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sleep in, where we were under the necessity of crowding all 

together. The man of the house, however, w.ho was a servant of 

the Ras, treated us with great attention, and on bringing the mai e, 

presented me with a neatly turned horn, the peculiar manufacture 

of Abyssinia, which was the more acceptable from the obliging 

manner in which it wa given. Curry and other provision were 

prepared, and a cow was offered for our acceptance. The ther

mometer was 68°. The length of our days jowl-ney we computed 

to be from fourteen to ixteen miles. 

" Augu t 26.- We were on the road at an early hour in the 

morning, and after travelling .about five miles, met a hief on the 

road, who told us that the Ras had appointed a village about two 

miles farther on, for our resting place on the ensuing night; as 

thence we might easily reach Antalow in the course of the fol

lowing day. On our arrival, however, we found no preparations 
" made for our reception' and, in consequence, much altercation 

passed between our guides and the Chief of th .place, who, [right

en d by their violence, came to throw himself on the ground before 

my mule, with a stone on his neck. As I evidently saw hat our 

stay was not wished for, and as it was of importance to los as little 

time ~s possible, I determined to proceed. 

" After. travelling about six miles [; rther over a mountainou 

country, we came to the town of Derbah. This place, from the hill 

b which we 1 pproached it, appeared of far mor cOllsequence than 

any that we had before seen, being surrounded by a waH and wide 

fo_ se, a J most of the houses being built of stone. Ther is no resi

dent chief at . r~lah, a it is uuder the immediate command of the . 
Ras, who has appoint d ix head-men to rule over it. They paid 

• 
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me a visit, but seemed to think so much of supplying our wantS', 

that I at la t was obliged to tell them tha we did not c<?me as 

beggars into their country; and if the Ras had not issued orders 

concerning us, we would willingly pay for whatever they might 

supply. On this they departed. The people of the house were, 

however, very kind, and prepared for us bread, maise, and a curry 

. of mutton. 

" About seven kt the evening we received a message from our 

friend Subagadis) i Iforrriing us that be had arrived in the town, 

but had not been able to procure a house for the night j that he 

should, hQwever, remain in the neighbourhood, and would be 

ready to accompany us at an early hour in the mornin on our 

way to Antalow. Mr. Carter, at my desire, immediately went out 

to him, to off"er such accommodation [or the night as our small 

bouse would afford, which, after several refusals, on account of the 

inhabitants, of whose conduct he meant to complain to the Ras, he 

accepted. The supper, of which our guest part ok very heartily, 

was erved up in true Abyssinian style. " 'e were much pleased 

at this opportunity of shewing to him our gratitude for th hospi

table treatment which we had experienced at Genater, the capital 

of his district of A owma. The thermometer was 70°. Our journey 

was from tw lve to fourteen miles. 

" August 27.-About six o'clock we left Derhah, in company 

with ubagadis and his attendants. and travelled about ten miles 

over grazing plains and high rocky hills. The soil of th plains 

was of a black colour, extremely rich, and fulJ twelve feet deep~ as 

we ascertained by the broken banks of a stream whic~ runs mean':' 

dering through it; the hills also would admit of cultivatioh, if the 
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large stones with which they are incumbered were Jemoved; but 

th is the inhabitants are too idle or ignorant to undertake, even on 

the flat land; so that it is with the greatest difficulty that they are 

able to plough it. After de cending a steep pass, from which we • 

had a full view of the hill of Antalow, we arrived at the village of . 
Chelicut, where we were accommodated in a house belonging to 

the Ras, built on a beautiful spot close to the borders of a tream. 

We were at this place treated with more than u~ual ceremony and 

respect, and were informed that the Ras had ordered the greatest 

atlention to be paid to our wishes. In the afternoon we were taken 

out to vi it the church, attended by a multitude of ~)riest , all 

hand omdy cloathed in white. On entering the first gate· way, 

they requested us to take off our hoes and hats, with 'which we 

imm diately complied. I was somewhat urprized to see that the 

Mussulmaun were permitted to enler into the fir t circular ayenue. 

A sufficiently accurate idea of the whole building may be formed, 

by imagining three concentric circular walls covered with a thatched 

roof, surmounted by a ball and cro s. The spaces between the two 

outer walls were op n avenu s; the space included within the' central 

one furms the body of tIle church. The walls were coated with 

w~itisli-red plaister, ornamented with gilding, and covere~ with 

represent tions of Noah and the Ark, Chri t and the Virgin Mary, 

the Apostles, the martyrdom of the saint, many extravagant 

designs taken from the prophecies, and St. George fightit g the 

dragon. Thj& latter saint eems to be the national favourite, and 

ev~ry wI re makes a rodst compicuous figure upon his white hor e. 

The colouring of all thes figures was very g udy, but some of 

them, partlcularly oue picture of the Virgin Mary, th face of which 
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was covered with glass to preserve it, was executed in a style 

superior to the g'enerality of eastern paintings. The Infant Christ 

was placed in one instance in the left hand of his mother, and in 

'another in her right. 

n In the outer circle of the cl urch was suspended' a very hand

some glass chandelier, presented to the Ras by the Sheriffe of Mecca. 

From the 'church we were taken to the store-room, to view the rich 

vestments and furni'ture of the officiating priests, which were of great 

beauty. Among othc dlti.'dt:s wert:: eleven mitres of pure silver in

laid wI.lh gold, two dresses of black velvet richly studded with silver, 

a large silv r drum hooped with gold, besides a rich Venetian c10th 

very handsome1y embroidered. The priests seemed to have much 

pleasure in shewing us their wealth, and afterwards conducted us 

to the Ras's garden, which, though in a very wlld state, and over

grown \yith grass, was enriched with many valuable fruit trees, as 

orapges, citrons, pomegranates, and bananas, most of which, from 

. their names being evidently derived from Arabic, I supposed to have 

been originally brought from Arabia. 

" Chdicut is the residence of Azoro Mantwaub, one of the Ras's 

wives; she is a daughter of Ayto Ischias, and sister to theprese t 

king. S~le was extremely polite in her atlentions to us, sent us 'many 

flattering messages, and provided our table with plel ty uf .curry at d 

maize. Notwithstanding the great attention paid to us, we haa much 

difficul ty in procuring provisio~ and maise (though we at last ac: 

complisbed it) for Ollr friend Subagadis, who had not presumed to 

come near the Ras's house; nor did the villagers even dare to furnish 

him with a house, though the weather was very inde(llent, for lea.' 

of displeasing his brother Thadoo, who was said to be in great 'favour 
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with the Ras. At night, however, some of those who favoured his 

party, gave him a wretched hovel to shelter him from the rain. 

The thermometer was 64°. The length of our day's journey was 

about eight miles. 

" August 28.-Having prepared ourselves as well as circum

stances would permit for goiner into the presence of the Ras, we left 

Chelicut at an early hour, and were joined by.Subagadis on the op

posite side of the brook which runs through the village. Between 

this place and Antalow is a lofty mountain, for the purpose of 

avoiding which, we continued to wind ronnd the eastern and south· 

ern sides of it for nearly ten miles, over hills which skirt its base. The 

small vaHies which we passed were wet and swampy with the last 

niJ;ht's rain, which much impeded our progress . We passed a large 

village called Afgool, belonging to Ozoro Ambeah, another of the 

Ras's wives, the principal inhabitants of which came out to pay 

their compliments. At length, after our patience was n'early ex-. . 
hausted by mounting hill after hill, we came suddenly in sight of 

Antalow, distant from us about a mile. As we approached, our 

train increased very rapidly, and before we reached the Ras's resi

dence, ' we had to pass through an assemblage of at least three 

thousand of the inhabitants. * They pressed so hard to get near 

us as we ~~going through the fir t gate, over which were sitting 

Some of the officers of state, that it was with great difficulty we 

could force a pas age. W e w~re not allowed to dismount from pur 

mules till w had got i11to the entrance of the great haH, at the 

farther end of which was seated the Ras, on a couch with two 

• The great nu,mber present was, as we afteJ'wordll found, partly owing to its being 
market-dLt),. 

V OL. lll. l~ 
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large pillows upon it covered :with .,ich satin. On ,each. side of 

him, seated on the floor, which was carp tteQ, were ;a,ll J,is ,princi

pal chiefl, and among olhers, our.ffliencl 'Baharne ash Va ou~. On 

being ushered with much bustl into hi. pre ence, according to 

the custom of the country, we bowed, and then kissed the back of 

his hand, and he in retunl kissed ours; he tben pointed to a ,vacant 

c eh on pis right, coveted with a beautiful skin, on which we were 

immediately seated. ' Afte(' this the usual complir,nents passed, the 

as on his part expressing his pleasure at seeing us, and we on our 

part making a proper return, with ad<lit'on 1 compliments from 

Lord Va,1eytia at Mocha. We were ,then given to understand tha~ 

nothing more was to be said at thili vi8.it~ In a few minutes after Cap. 

ain Rudiand was taken away to inspect the apartlllents allot~ed U3. 

~nd on his return we withdrew, attended by . m~nister of the Ra~, 

through whom we were to commuhica ~ all OlJl, wishe~. 

" The' hurry, with which our first intervie.w was.conducted, did 

not permit u to make many observations conceJlning the persons 

present, and our attention was of course principally directed to the 

Ras. He is remarkably small in person, ,and delicately formed, 

quick in his manner, notwithstanding his age, whi~h was -said to be 

seventy-two, with a shrewd e pression in his cOWltenance, and COll

siderable dignity in his deportment. Though he did n ~ove from 

his couch, on which he partly reclined, yet Ol,lr reception was consi

dered to ~e particularly gracious, as, by kissing our h~nds, in return, 

he placed us on an eqlJality with himself. We ~ad previously been 

required to uncover our beads land prostr e ourselves before him; 

but this we most positiv.ely refused. 

"We "ere furnished ill the courSe of the day with abundance of 
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provisions, and were much pressed to eat and drink profusely, by 

way of doing honour to the house. In the evening we had several 

polite messages from the Ras, who sent for our fire· arms, and treated 

Pearce and Ibrahim who took them to him, with great attention, 

seating them on his couch, and giving them plenty of maize, He 

was highly delighted with the guns, and in return sent us a fishing 

net, acquainting us at the same time, that he seldom staid at home 

in the night, but took his pleasure in fishing and hunting. He sent 

us also a dish of stewed fish, which was thought very delicious 

by some of our party, We had a pretty good example of the Ras's 

watchfulness, for about twelve o'clock he sent us sqme clouted 

cream, aDd at four 1 was called up to receive the compliments of 

the morning. 

" August 29.-At about ten in the morning we were invited to 

breakfast with the Ras, and were receiv d with the same distinction 

as yester?ay, being seated on a soIa, while his minister ,vas placed 

close by on the carpet. We were very plentifully fed by the 'Ras 

himself with eggs, fowl in curry, and balls of a mixed composition 

of wild celery, curds and ghee, after which we were offered· brinde; 

but ort our expressing a wish to have it dressed, the meat was after

wards brought grilled, and cut into mall pieces by one of the at

tendants, handed to our mouth by the Ras, much in the same 

way as ·boys in Enl!..land reed young magpies. It is scarcely possible 
t ~ . 

to describe the scene that was going on in the mean time in the ~alJ, 

where the people were squabbling and almost fightiug, with their 

drawn kuives, for the raw meat that was handed about, and the tefl' 

bread that lar heaped up around the table; there were, however, 

some masters of the ceremony who carried long white sticks, with 
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which they frequently cha tised those who were too hasty in seiz

ing their portion. 

" We afterwards spent the day very quietly, as the time for re

ceiving the presents from Lord Valentia was deferred till the mor

row. The thermometer was 68° in our room, and frequent storm 

of rain occurred during the day. 

" August 30.-A copy of Lord Valentia's letLer, which I had 

ordered to be written in case the original should not have safely ar

rived , was delivered to th Ra ' in the morning at four o'clock, by 

Hamed Chamie, who also, as far as I had authorized him, entered 

into an explanation of the nature of my mission from his Lordship. 

About six o'clock I was sent for, and found the Ras alone, in the 

hall; I then delivered to him, in the name of Lord Valentia, the 

presents sent by his LorQship, which consi~ted of two entire pieces 

of broadcloth, one blue and the other red ; a' handsome watch, a 

telescope, 'some pieces of kincaub and satin, a dress of gold tissue, 

a gold ring and broach, and several pieces of muslin. These pre

sents gave great satisfaction, more particularl those articles which 

were new to him, namely, the watch, telescope, and trinkets; and 

the kincaub and gold dress he repeatedly ordered to be opentd out 

before him. On stating, in the name of his Lordship, the impossi. 

lity of procuring at Mocha such presents as he would h ished to . 
send, he stopt me at once, by expressing Ius ,e?t' e satisfaction with 

what he had received; and assured me, that his onI y regret arose from 

the impossibility of communicating in our own language, the friend· 

shi'p he felt for us, who, strangers as we were, had come so far from 

oUt' parents, our friends, and our country, to visit him" while those 

who were near to him, and ought to be his friends, thought ,only of 
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making war upon him. He then asked me what were the wishes of 

Lord Valentia, and the objects for which I had come. In return, I 

informed him that Lord Valeutia's sole motive in sending me, was 

an anxious desire to promote an intercourse of friendship between 

two such powerful countries as England and Abyssinia, the inhabi

tants of which were moreover of the same religion; and that if the 

Ras was inclined to form such a connection, to represent to hi{Il how 

much it might conduce to the interest of his country. That Abys

sinia having hitherto been accustomed to receive aU her imports at 

the third or fourth hand, an immoderate duty had been paid at 

every separate transfer; wher~as an intercourse with t~e English, 

who are uncontrouled masters of the sea, would enable the Ras to 

supply himself at once with whatever commodities he might want, 

and of a quality far superior to any that had hitherto found their 

way into his country: that, in all this, Lord Valentia was actuated 

by no motives of personal advantage, having only in view the mu

tual benefit of England and Abyssinia, to which a free interchange 

of each other's produce would materially contribute. His Lord

ship, I added, was now proceedilJg to England, and would gladly 

take cbarge of any communication which the Government of 

Abyssinia might choose to make on the subject to the British Go

,vernment\ 

" After a silen~ew minutes, the Ras asked me, whether 

Mas owah, or ,any other port in the neighbourhood, would be mo t 

convenient fer English vessels to deliver their carO'oes at. To this 

I replied. that I believed there was no harbour, but only anchorage 

at Beiloul, otherwise the vicinity of that pIa t to his capital, would 

gi ve it a decided ad vantage over Massowah. That ther was indeed 
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a convenient port at this latter place, and a tolerable supply of fresh 

water; but both the town and adjacent territory were at present 

under the command of Nayib Edris, who seemed inclined rather to 

thwart than promote the interest of Abys inia, as the interception 

of my letter to the Ras, (for the conveyance of which I had been 

obliged to pay thirty dollars) doubtless in consequence of order 

from the Nayib, would sufficiently prove; and that moreover, I 

had been forced to give him five hundred dollars for liberty to 

pa s through his territory, and for the promise of mules, &cc. for 

our accommodation, which latter agreement had been scandalously 

violated. (" The Ras expressed muc~ displeasure at this conduct of 

the chief of Massowah, and said that the former Nayib, Hann , had 

always been a good friend of his, and that the present Nayib had 

given no cause for dissatisfaction, until about five years ago, when 

he had been obliged to send thither a military force to bring him to 

reason, and that he then should have cut-off all communication be

tween Ma sowah and Abyssinia, if the Nayib had not appea ed him 

by the most humble su pplications. He farther added, that there was 

a place on the coast belonging to himself called Burf, not more than 

four days journey from Antalow, well supplied with water and 

cattle; the inhabitants of which had often solicited permission to 

open a trade with the ships that were constantly ~s, ing within 

sight of them. That the road between Bqf and A ntalow was very 

practicable fO,r kafilas, excepting one day's' journey, in which no 

water was to be procured; and that if this place should be deemed 

sufficiently convenient, he would immediately turn the lradt: into 

that channel. In order that I might satisfy myself <Ill the subject, 

he offered to send for one of the chiefs of the place; from'whom I 
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might obtain any additional information that I cho e; and when I 

represented to him that no verbal report would be so satisfactory, 

as sending one of the gentlemen who had accompanied me to make 

inquiries on the spot, he immediately assented to the proposal. He 

then said, that a hope was expressed in Lord Valentia's letter, that 

I might go to Gondar; but, though it was his anxious wish to com

ply with all our desires, it was at present imp~ssible to se~ure the 

safety of our persons on the journey, he being on bad terms with 

Gusmatie Guxo, who had possession of Gondar. The Ras then en

tered into a detail of the circumstances out of which the present 

dispute between himself and his rival originated, and of this the 
. . 

following account, corrected in some particulars by Hadjee Hamed, 

who was well acquainted with the circumstances, is a correct 

abstract. 

" The differences arose at a very early period. Ras Welleta 

Selasse placed Well eta Solomon on the throne, after the abdication · 

of his father Tecla Hamainout; but the new sovereign was soon 

opposed by the contrary party; afterwards the Ras raised Tecla 

Georgis to the supreme command. This appointment. howev~r, was 

not m01:e agreeabJe to the opponents C?f the Ras, than the former 

had been, who compelled Tecla Georgis three several times to fly 

for protec 'on to Tigre, which was more immediately under the 
• 

control ~f his patron. TI presence of the Ras being required at 

his capital in Tigr , every exertion was made by the other party to 

raise Arto Ischias, and afterwards his son Arto Gualoo, members 

of another branch of the royal family, to the throne. At length, the 

Ras~finding, as it should seem, his two favourites, Welleta Solomon 

and Tec~a Georgis, unequal to maintain the royal authority, was 
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induced to give his anction to the establishment of the crown Oll 

the head of Ayto Gualoo; and in order to bring over the king to 

hi interest, in opposition to that of Guxo, he married Ozoro Mant

waul>, tbe sister of his present majesty. Gusmatie Guxo, in the 

mean time, after successfully increasing hi power and re-establish

ing his influence over all Amhara and Begemder, took advantage 

of Ras Welleta Selasse's absence from the capital about three ye3r 

ago, to send an arrogant message to the king, recommending to 

him his da Ight.er a. wiii , if he had any thought of remaining at 

Gondar. The king, whatever were his inclinations, was under the 

necessity of complying with the proposition, and accordingly mar-. . 
ried the lady. 

At this period, affairs seemed to wear a better face; both partie 

affected satisfaction at what had taken place, and all animosity was 

for a time suspended, the tie of kindred being now added to tha t 

of allegrance; but this calm was not of long duration. Two years 

had not elapsed, when, on the death of the late Abuna, Guxo 

broke violently into the house of the deceased, and plundered it 

of gold and valuables to the amount of five hundred wakeas of gold, 

which was considered not as the private property of the.Abuna, 

but as belonging to his office of high priest, and was by custom 

to be expended in defraying the expenses of bringing }is su ces-

or from Egypt. 0: 

Religion wa too fair a pretence for war 101>e ne~lected by Ras 

Welleta Sellasse, who thereupon raised his forces, and being joined 

by Ras Gabriel, governor of the provinces of Bamen and Waldubba, 

commenced his march towards Gondar. Guxo, unprepared for so 

immediate an attack, ent a deputation of priests 'to resJ.ore the 

.. 
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money, and thus conciliate the fav ur and prevent the approach of 

the offended Ras. In this they succeeded, the cause of war being 

done away by the restoration of the property; upon which the Ras 

having made an addition to the five hundred wakeas of gold, sent 

immediately a deputation for a successor to the deceased Abuna. 

" Guxo's pride, however, had received too severe a mortification 

to acquiesce in what had taken place, and 'being moreover sup

ported by two of the chief priests, Eustachias and Tecla Haimanout, 

who had taken upon them all the power of the Abuna. was sup

posed at this time to be preparing war against Welleta Selasse and 

his allies. In order still farther' to strengthen his party, h is said to 

have formed a league with Siban son of KoIlasse of Michrelli , who 

is at the head of the Edjow Galla, and is reported to be able to 

bring into the field thirty thousand cavalry, besides double that 

n~mber of spearmen. This united force commenced its operations 

by an attack upon Ras Gabriel, in his province of Samen, and 

obliged him to fly to Ras 'Velleta Selasse for assistance. After 

gaining a promise from the latter, that he would join him without 

fail, as soon as it was possible to cross the Tacazza, he returned to 

defend'l1is own province, and is at present besieged .in the moun

tains of G,shen-hai. 

" Ras G\briel is said to have one thousand matchlocks in his 

army, with which s out against the united force of Amhara, 

Begemdcr, and- the Galla. Ras Welleta SeJasse, on the first news of 

Guxo's preparations, sent off a man of rank to enquire into the 

cause of them; but his messen~er was seized, put in irons, and im-.. 
prisoned, by o~der of Guxo, and in consequence of this, breach 

is now irreparable. The king is obliged to be a quiet or of 
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