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these contests for power between his rival relatives, and to submit 

to the unconstitutional ho tHiti of hi father-in-law against hi 

brother, who is invested with the legal authority in civil and mili

tary concerns. The Ras told me, however, that he would defer his 

march ti11 we were afe back at Ma wah, a during hi absen~e 

the enemy would be an ious to get us into their power; for, hearing 

that we ~ere come 011 some mysterious concern, they would be afraid 

that with other dow a (physic), we mi ht have brought pion to 

extirpate the whol army. He conclud d by ying, that after we 

had sp nt a few days with him, we might visit aQY part of Tigre, 

and that TIe hould be extremely happy to shew us the whole of 

Abyssinia, if God pleased to give him suece s in the expected con· 

te t, were it po ible for us to wait 0 long. 

" I returned him my grateful thanks for the manner in which 

he had ~pened to me the situation of public affairs, stating at the 

same time, that r considered him the best judge of the po sibility of 

our taking the projected journey to Gondar in safety, and after the 

full explanation which he had given, I could not think, however 

much i had it at heart, of pressing the subject any farth r. I hoped 

however:, that he would be ' able to hew us Waldubbz.;' in 1D 

journey to which place, I 'should have an opportunity o~seeing the 

Jew' rock and the Tacazza. The Jews: rock our iutel'p/eter could 

not make out; but on mentioning it to th v, he instanLly knew 

it, and told me tbat he as tbe first person who ever succeeded in an 

attack upon it. RasGahriel of Sam en, with whom he SGJIle time past 

was at war, shut up .Tecla Geor-gis upon it, whence he was, rele~ ep 

by Ras Welleta Selasse. There are a few J ews ye~ remaining at 

this place. The Ras as ented to my proposal, and promised that I 

• 
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should visit Tecla Georgis at Waldubba, and Wellcta Solomon at 

Axum ; that though the former place was not indeed in his domi

nions, yet as it belonged to his friend Ras Gabriel, we might go 

thither in perfect safety. I then requested a copy in Arabic of the 

History of Abyssinia, from the reign of J oas to the present time; 

he told me in reply that the chronicles were kept at Axum, and 

that he would take care I should not be disappointed. ' On my 

shewing him the drawings in Bruce's volume, he said that he knew 

Yagoobe well; he came into Abyssinia after the battle of Fagitta, 

and afterwards went to the head of the Nile. 

Nothing more passed at this 'interview, except some ttilling con

versation, which being ended, we left the hall, and did not again 

see the Ras during the day. It being a public fast, we had provi

sions brought up to our private apartments. No person had been 

permitted to come near us, and our persons were kept quite secured . . 
from the gaze of the vulgar. 

U We have had rain, thunder, and lightning every afternoon 

since our arrival. The thermometer was 6~o, and the weather very 

wet and cold. . ( 
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CHAPTER II. 

" AUGUST S 1.-WE had a message at an early hour in the morn

ing, to enquire after our health, and an invitation to breakfast with 

the Ras' nothing took place except a recurrence of the sce eon Thurs-

-day, only that, as a f~vour, w were permitted to make a bow to our 

good friends Subagadis and Baharnega h Va OUS, who w~re kept at 

a great distance by the Ras. All the dishes were extremely good i 

the Ras was in high pitits, and in great good hilmbur, and at his 

earnest request, we this day, for the first time, ventured on some 

s'mall pieces of bt!nde. 

" September I.-Our servants, not having been permitted .to go 

beyond the walled inclosure, about twenty or thirty feet sqqare in 

front of the building which we occupied, were much dis atisfied, 

and began to pre age our detention in the country. In the morn

ing, I ~~plained to the Ras of this unreasonable trjctness, and he 

said in r~ly, that it was nly intended to ,prevent any harm hap

pening to them. I notwit~standing requested, that he would allow 

them to go out whenJhey pleased, and, to take care -of their own 

safety. I was· go1ng-to proceed on other subjects, when hi brother 

and several chief! were admitted into the hall, which entirely put 

a stop to all busir~ess, Mules were brought in for our riding, of 

which Capt~in Rudland and my elf availed ourselves to take a 

fIIurvey' of the mountain of Antalow. We first skirted the western 
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extremity, and then ascended the northern side by a steep path 

that had seldom before been attempted by mules. We found the 

summit covered with verdure, and pastured by numerous herds 

of cattle. On passing over to the outhern brow, we had a com

plete view of the town of Antalow, the adjaGcnt villages, and the 

high mountains that di 'vide Tigre from the country ~f the Galla to 

the south. 

"Antalow consists of upwards of one thousand houses, with 

conical that hed roofs, erected upon an uneven rising ground in 

the valley b low. The house of the Ras i conspicuous from its 

size, from the different shape of the roof, and from a wall by which 

it is surrounded. With this exception, the rest of the place makes 

a most wretched appearance, and the country around is extremely 

uninteresting·, there not being a tree to be seen in the whole ex

tent, except a few small ones that surround the two churches in 

the vicinity of the town~ 
" The top of this hill was formerly used as a place of defence, 

and, on many of the ledges of the rocks, walls yet remain formed 

of 100 e stones, for the purpose of impeding the progress of assail

ant. The last time that the inhabitants fled to it, was i the time 

of Ras Michael Suhul, when t ey were attacked by the G Ha, under 

a chief of the name of Waldo. 

" On our return, we were obliged to dis!!l0unt from our mules, .. 
the de cent being steep and broken, and well calculated by nature 

for defence. The upper part of thi hill i composed of loose cal

careous stone, of a reddish sandy colour, lying in horizontal strata, 

bare, and perpendicular at the edges; lower down is. found a bed 

.of breccia reltting upon a mass of hard black stone (probably'basalt), 



ANTALOW. 

of which the whole base of the mountain consists. At the bottom 

we passed two villages, and after crossing a few 10lV ridges, reached 

Antalow, where we were received by some hundreds of the inha~ 

bitants who had assembled to view the strangers. 

" On our arrival, we found the Ras at breakfast, and were invited 

to join him; the dishes were the' same as usual, with the addition 

of boiled cow-heel. The Ras was in good humour, and asked many 

questions about our churches, our king, Sec. An old woman was 
I 

standing behind him, whom he very significantly introduced as a 

proper person for us to hecome acquainted with, as she had many 

young ladie under her care. He had often before joked ,with us on 

the same subject, .but had never gone so far as on the present oc· 

casion. After taking our usual qualltity of ma.ize, the Ras shew

ing an inclination to sleep1 we retired. 

" In the evening we went into the haH, and found the Ras at 

chess in the midst of his chiefs. The chess men, which are coarsely 

made of ivory, are very large and clumsy; when they have occa- · 

sion to take anyone of their adversary's pieces, they strike it with 

great force and eagerness from its place. I observed that their 

game a ffers . much from ours. Bishops jump over the heads of 

knights, nd are only allowed to move three squares. The pawns 

move only one step forwar,d at starting, and get no rank by reach-

... ing the 'end of the board; they play with much noise, every person 
.-" 

around, even. t~slaves, having a voice in the game, and seizing 

the pieces at pleasure, to shew any advisable move. We observed, 

however, that they always managed with great ingenuity to let the 

Ras win every game. 

"A tepast was afterwards served up, at which many ladies were 

VOL. rue H 
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present, among these one, who, we were informed, was one of his 

brother's wives, sat on the same couch with the Ras; others were 

"seated on the floor, and all seemed to do justice to the brinde and 

maize. 

" We were much distressed in the evening at the loss of our in

terpreter, Hadj e Hamed, who withdrew himself, as he informed 

us, from dissatisfaction at the treatment he had experienced from 

some of the Ras's people, telling me, that he would, " Please God," 

return in t.he morning. 

" September Q.-We did not see any thing of the Ras in the 

morning, ~mr breakfa t being brought to our own apartment, and 

from hearing less noise than usual in the large hall, we had every 

reason to suppo e it was one of their fasts. The day passed over, and 

we heard nothing of Hadjee Hamed, although we ent repealed 

messengers after him. From this circumstance, and" certain reports 

which our servants collected in the town, we were Jed to believe 

• that there was som thing not very pleasapt going on; but what it 

was, we were unfortunately not able to ascertain, being hut out 

from all communication, Kcept with the Ras, to whom we sent our 

salaams in the evening, which were politely returne.d. 'lie ther

mometer at noon, in our room, was 63°: much rain fell in he course 

of the evening. 

,. September .3.-Being determined to e.~plain myself; as .well 

as I could, through Ibrahim, who spoke imperfec 1)1 the language 

of the country, I sent early in the morning to the Ras, requesting to 

speak to him. He returned for answer, that he would see me on 

the morrow. I sent a second message, but with as ~ittle effect, as 

he excused himself on the plea of being much engaged in Business . 

• 
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I then pres.~ed him to end for Hadjee Hamed; upon which he 

returned back word, that our interpreter did llOt dare to come, being 

in fear of hi life, which he aid we had threatened to put an end to. 

This message gave us con iderable uneasine s, a it appeared rea on

able to suppo e that 50 palpable a falsehood could only be invented 

by Hadjee Hamed, for the purpo e of counteracting our intere t with 

the Ras, which he might conceive detrimental to that of th.e Sheriffe 

of Mecca ; or by tbe Ras, for the purpose of throwing on us the blame 

of his departure, which, on the contrary, was occasioned by the mis

conduct of his own impertinent slaves; and in eith r case it was 

likely to be the forerUl ner of ~uch mischief to our views. The only 
• 

circumstance that led us to impute it to Hadjee Hamed was, that 

we before had discovered that he endeavoured to lessen a much as 

possible the value of the present which we gave to the Ras. 

"The Ras sent in the course of the day a message of el:quiry 

after our health, accompanied by a present of orange "limes and 

dried plantains. OUf food was as usual brought to our apartment; 

it consisted of a fowl in the morning, and a small mutton curry in 

the evening, which, though rather a scanty allowance, put. u to no 

real inc Dvenience, as we had a plentiful supply of good bread and 

maize; 'n addition to , hich we this day received from the Ras, 

about noon, some of his own fine whaten bread. 

'- " I was engaged durin'g the morning ill penniug some of my 

sketches, and , C a1'fi'Rudland . in teaching one of the Ras's prin

cipal men how to make a white-wash for the walls of the house, 

from a chalk stone that we found on the hill of Antalow. 

" Mr, Carter got an observation at IlUO , by which he fixed the 

latitude of this place to be in 120 48' SO", T,he latter part of the 
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day was extremely gloomy with much rain, thunder and lightning· 

the thermometer at noon was 60°. 

" September 4.-1 repeated my message to the Ras by means of 

Ibrahim at an early hour in the morning, stating our wish t.o pay 

him a visit; which he politely put off till mid.day. Soon after, he 

,sent a ' request to Captain Rudland that he would accompany his 

builder to the hill, in order to point out the stone that they made 

use of on the day before. I afterwards took this occasion to send 

Hamed Chamie to the Ras with the Mussulmaun builder, who 

spoke Arabic, to beg that another interpreter might be assigned 

me, aud th~t Hadjee Hamed might be brought into his presence, 

that I might have an opportunity of shewing how falsely I had 

been accused. The latter request he evaded, by saying that Hadjee 

Hamc~.d would 110t come any more, but that I might p~ocure any 

other . interp~eter that I chose. Hamed Cllamie then stated to him 

in the troe Arabic style, that we were his strangers, that our 

lives and property were in his hands, and that he might do with 

them as he pleased; in return, he expressed himself in very fr~endly 

terms, and promised that all our wi hes hould be complied with. 

After ur breakfa t, consi ting of half a fowl curried, the 1\- s sent , 
us a large citron, with t e usual salaams. ( 

. "Pearce went out into the market in the morning, and fo nd it so 

crowd d, that he could with difficulty asc~rtain the articles brought 
'" for barter; corn, butter, ghee, onions, skins, and c le, seemed to 

be the staple commodities; the small currency, if it may be so 

called, consi ted of wedg of rock salt, each weighing two or three 

pounds, and estimated at one thirtieth of a dollar. 

" Weekly markets are held' in many parts of the country, at a 

\ 
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distance from all habitations; one we passed on our way from the 

residence of the amiable Ozoro ,Mantwaub, and another on our way 

to the mansion of Debib, chief of Negashe. In all these many hun

dred men were assembled, who therefore do not consider it infa

mous (as Bruce a sert ) fortbem to attend a market. 

" At twelve o!clock I sent Hamed Chamie to the Ras to solicit the 

promised audience, but hearing that he stood unnoticed in the haU, . 
I determined at once to go without ceremony into the presence, 

attended by Captain Rudland; thinking ' it absolutely necessary to 

come to an imm diate ex planation oncerning the absence of 

Hadjee Hamed, and other unpleasant circ~mstances ~ which had 

reached our ears; more e peciaUy as all the persons with me had 

expressed great uneasiness about our situation, being in consider

able alarm Jest we should be detained in the country. We found 

the Ra engaged at chess with one of his chiefs; on seeing ,us he 

offered his hand, seating me by his sid , and Captain Rudland next 

to me. Ollf patience however was uearly exhausted before 'the 

game ,"vas compi ted, not a single word during this time being 

spoken to us. Some of hi people who had been waiting for a con

siderable time presenled him cakes of bread, honey, a sheep, and .. 
fire-wood. He now dismissed the whole party, and after a few 

minutes conver ation with a priest, who was to give us intelligence 

'- concerning the latter portion of the Abyssinian history, the room 
~ .. ,.. 

was cleared. . " . 

" I proceeded to e press my regret at the conduct of Hadjee. 

Hamed, whom I mo t solemnly declared I had always treated with 

the greatest attention, as being sent to me by the Ras; 1 stated also, 

that this mall, on leaving me, had given an entirely different reason 
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for his going away, and that 1 was fearful that he had been saying 

omething prejudicial of us, and had altogether been acting an un

derhand part; in consequence of which I had been extremely 

an ious for a personal conference, wherein the whole might be' ex

plained. The Ra was gloomy for some time, and at last said that 

he did not as yet clearly understand the motive of our coming into 

hi country. This I immediately ascribed to the fault of his in

terpreter; and then proceeded to enter fully into a repetition of 

what had pa ed on my laying' the presents before him, and con

c1uded with sa ing, that by hi~ invitation we had come up to his 

pre ence through barbarous districts, where nothing but his name , , 

could have prot cted us, and had entrusted him with our lives 

and property, which were all at his disposal; and that now our 

only desire, durin the remainder of our stay in his country, was to 

.act i? strict conformity to all his wishes; but that we expected to be 

treated as friends, and at l~ast to have the full liberty to go out 

whenever we pleased, and to move about wherever we might 

ohoose in his territories, as above all things, confinement was par

ticularly irksome to us. On this he ' began to relax a ~ little; s,!id 

that there had be 11 a mistake made by Currum Chund in inviting 

us; but that, as we wer here, it was all wen; that it was his 

an ietyabout our persons w i(.:h made him wish we should have 

no communication with the inhabitant ~ who were little t~ be de

pended upon; and that he would rather los t ~housand of his 

. own subjects than that anyone of our people should come 

~o !iarfll. 

" I made a proper return to this unexpected sally of friendship, 

and then proceeded to remark, that f\S I could not now depend upon 
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any thing that Hadjee Ham'ed had interpreted, I could po longer be 

certain whether the mules were ent down by the Ras for our con

veyance and accommodation; that, if they were, I begged to re

turn him our most grateful acknowledgments; 'but, if they belonged 

to any other person, I should be obliged to him to permit me to make 

the owner of them a proper recompense. By this I hoped to alarm 

his pride, if he had any, and prevent any further complaints or 

demands on that account. He was, as I expected, hurt at the ,remark, 

and begged that I would not mention any thing of the kind again, 

as they were" bad words;" that my wishe , whatever th~y were, 

should be complied with; and that I had only to make tl~em known 

to have them immediately carried into effect. I proceeded dir.ectly 

to urge Mr. 'Carter's going down to Bure, as an affair of the greatest 

importance. The Ras told me that he had sent two messengers 

thither for the chief of that place, who would certainly arrive by 

Saturday next, and that Mr. Carter might then return with him 

as I desired. 

" Our journey to Axum and Adowa was the next topic;. the Ras 

said, that it would be my best plan to set out as soon as possible, 

since hi army was, in a short time, to assemble from all quarters, 

and I might return to Antalow with the detachment from Adowa ; 

he added, that as he could not trust our persons on the road be

tween Adowa and Dixan C~vithout stating some reason for it), he ... 
wished us to IYt~Tn to Massowah by the road which we came, as 

being perfectly secure. 

" I entirely assented to these points, adding, that he was, no 

doubt, the best judge of what was practicable. After which, I in

formed him that I should wish to set out for Axu,m the day after 

. ~ 
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the morrow, and that as 'he th~ught, from the state of the roads, 

that it would be better for me to go with as few attendants as pos

sible, it was my intention to ~ake with me only two servants, and 

during my absence I would leave Captain Rudland under his pro

tection at Antalow, and Mr. Carter might at the same time execute 

the plan of paying a visit to Bure. He was perfeclly satisfied with 

this arrangement, and said, that two mules should be in readiness 

for me, and men to carry what baggage I might want. I then re

turned to the subject of the Jews' rock, and exprc sed my anxiety 

to see it? as being desirous of giving my countrymen some idea of 

a place th~t, till he took it~ had bee!! always considered as impreg

nable, and which Ras Michael Suhul had not dared to attack wh n 

Ayto Tesfos, governor of Samen, had fled thither for refuge. He 

expressed much surprise at my knowledge of this circumstance; 

but was evidently highly pleased with the compliment, and pro

mised to' arrange the expedition for me on my return from Axum, 

a 'by that time the waters of the Taccazza would have subsided. 

He added, that there was not such another fortress in the whole 

country; that it was extremely high, and the water upon the top 

was often covered with a substance like glass, and as hard as stone, 

(by which he undoubtedly r;nea.nt ice) and moreover that a plant 

was found there, which would kill any person treading upon it, if 

he happened to have the least sore upon his foot. He concluded " 

by telling me that he would order Hadjee ame~ come to me in 

the morning, who, notwithstanding what had pa sed, would be the 

best person to attend me to Axum and Adowa, as he was well ac

quainted with both those places. He then shook us cordially by the 

hand, and we returned to our ap'artment, to the g{"eat satisfaction 

\ 
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-of ' a number of his chiefs, who had been long waiting at the door for 

an audience. The happy turn which tnis conference had effected in 

our favour, was likewise very gratifying to our whole party. 

" Septemher 5.-We passed this day in our apartment, the Ras 

being assiduously engaged in deciding causes of considerable im

portance. He indeed gives up the greater part of every morning 

to hearing the complaints of his subjects, over whom he rules 

'With most absolute sway, as their lives and property depend en

tirely upon his nod. The parties who appear before him are very 

vociferous, and, when provoked by their opponents, often employ 

such violent gesticulations, that one would suppose, t11<\t at tiwes, 
even the presence of the Ras would scarcely withhold ·t'l;em from 

ptoceeding to blows. 

"Baharnegash Yasous paid us a visit in the morning with penni -

sion from the Ras, and was treated by us with all the attention in 

our power. He was about to return to Dixan, not daring to stay 

any longer at Antalow without the consent of the Ras , of whom 'he 

stood greatly in awe. I made him a pre ent of ten dollars for his 

expenses on the road, informing' him that I was afraid of 'parting 

with more, lest I should be unable to supply my own wants. He 

was very grateful for ' this trifle, and made many professions of 

friendship, the sincerity of which I had no reason to question. It is 

/' a remar.kable circumstance, that two of our best friends, Yasous, . 
and Subag~dis4 were bitter enemies. We had some reason to fear , 

that poor Yasous, during his stay at Antalow, had been but slenderly 

provid d, t:ven with food; for he sent to us several times for bread; 

-a fact which indicates in how abject a state all ranks are kept by the 

pr sent govern r ofTig.re. Hadjee Hamed paid us a short visit, and 

VOL. III. 
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positively denied having told the Ras that he had boen induced to 

absent himself for fear ~f hi.s life. 

" I sent to the Ras in tb,e evening" to remind him of my intended 

journey to Axum. He informed me in return, that he had fixed 

MDnday next. for .our departure, on which day he intended to ac

company me as far as Muccullah, where a odebrated church tand, 

at which solemn prayers were to be put up for the success of the 

.en uing campaign. I told him that I had Dot befure 0 under tood 

him, bllt that it was the more agreeable to me, as I was anxious to 

sec the chief from Bure before I left Antaiow, which I should now 

p'robably qave an opportunity of doing. 

" 1 thi~ oay prepared a letter for Lord Valentia, to be sent by 

Mr. Carter, and finished some more of my sketches. Much rain 

fell , which made the air cold. The thermometer at noon was 

only 61°. 

" Sept~mber 6.-lt being fast-day with the inhabitants, we re

ceived a citron and a quantity of wheaten bread from the Ras. I 

dispatched a message this morning. reque ting tbat the priest might 

be sent ·for, from whom I was anxious to procure information con

cerning the history of this country. Th, Ra replied, thafhe wa 

at present much engaged, but that he would send for the priest, 

and as soon as the hall was cleared, would give me an audience. 
, . 

After some time I took the liberty of sendi~g in another mes age; 

.but notwithstanding all my requests and remonstrances, 1 wa un

able to get a sight either of the Ras, or the priest, during the whole 

clay. 
" At five o'clock Hadjee Hamed again visited me, and after a 

preamble, in which he deni d having before refused to accompany 

• 
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me to Axum, he at length told me, that he intended to quit my ser

vice, having hitherto received no compensation for hjs trouble. I 

told him, that it had always been my intention to make him a uit

able present; but that with the Engli h,. here was al 0 a great dis-

tinction between making pre ents, and paying. I be ged, therefore, 

to know whether he had received any thing from the Ras. He re

plied, that he was indeed in the yearly pay of the Ras, and had at

tended upon us in consequence of his orders; but that at the arne 

time, he had been informed that he would receive from us hand-

orne present. Upon thi I said, that if I could procure any money 

upon a bill in my pos e sion, dr~wn upon the Ras by Curr~m Chu~, 

I would immediately iv him what I h d at first int nd <t; but, that 

if I should be deceived in this expectation, it would be much more 

convenient if he would go with me to Adowa, where I probably 

might, by negotiating the bill, raise a fresh supply of money, a the 

stock that I had brough,t into the country was nearly e~austed. 

To this he replied, that the Ras bad no money, nor should I be able 

to get allY at Adow obody in this cOUlltry knowin any thing 

about bills of exchange. On which I answered, that if such w re the 

case, it ·was the more nece sary. £01' me to be careful of th little I 

had left; and so ended our argument. Thi infol'mation proved 

extremely unpleasant, as our stock was then r dueed to les ilia 

three h~ndred dollars. Tfie 'conference, however, in 0 e d ree 

let me into their secrets, and I had 0 doubt but that H djee 

Hamed had been acting double part tbrou houn. There l a raIn 

in the middl of th day, and the air was cold, the thermo ter 

being 60 aud 610 in our room at mid-day. 

, Septemb r 7.-The Ras again v ded g us till evcDlng, 
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on the plea of business, which I believe was the truth. At the 

time appointed I went down into the hall, and fQund him engaged 

in a conference with Subagadis. In the court-yard beyond, was 

Thadoo, who, after the departure of his brother, was also called into' 

the Ras's presence. By this time it was so late that oormeeting-was 

again postponed till night, for which purpose I was ordered to keep' 

awake. .Captain Rudland, however, saw the Ras, and found him in 

his usual good humour. There was rain in the afternoon, but the 

VetlilJg wa, very fi . The thermometer was 6,st. 
" September B.-At four in the morning I was called to attend 

t eRas: qe wa~ in the hall crouching by a large fire, with his bro

ther Manasse ; Hadjee Hamed and the builder were in waiting as 

interpreters. r proceeded to express my regret at not having seen 

him for some days, which he politely excused on the plea of busi

ness. After some desultory conversation about our intended jour

ney, he qncc more put the question, " what are you come for?'" 

adding," I have much in my heart to say to you, if I could explain 

myself without speaking through so many mouths, and I judge 

from this, that you have much to say to me." I was proceeding 

to explain again the purport of our mission, when he stopped me, 

desiring that I would commit to writing what I might have to com-· 

municate j promising in that case, aft .r givi ng it full consideration, 
• < 

to reply in a similar way, by which means he thought that we 

.should more fully understand each o'ther. Nothing could be more 

agreeable than this proposal, to which I immediately assented'. 

" Foreseeing the pr-obability of wanting a supply of cash, r 
thought the present a favourable opportunity to present my letter 

of credit from Currum Chund; yet I was somewhat 10th to' do this, 



ANTALOW. 63 

after having understood the ense of it, (for I had in conference with 

Hadjee Hamed, examined its contents) as it appeared to me rather 

a petition for presents, than a proper letter of business. Not know

ing, however, the way in which these malteFs were transacted 

between Curr.lm Chund and the Ras, and there being no othe~ 

sufficient cause for my keeping it back, I determined to deliver it. 

On opening the subject to the Ras, his first question was, ." what 

did I want money for?" as it was his intention to supply us with 

every thing requisite till we should again arrive at Massowah. I 

then gave him to understand, that it was rather from the necessity 

of satisfying the demands of his .own servants, than from.any wanl 

of money for my own use. After my r.eply, he thus, contind'lM: "this. 

is a town of cattle, bread and honey; why uo you want money? 

there is nene to be had here;, and besides, CUl'rum Chund has with 

m€ neith€r money nor credit; and it appears to me that he has 

been playing tricks with you." He added; " howev:er, it'is of no 
• 

consequence; we ar.e friends; an~ every thing that you may want, 

you shall have, till you are safe at Massowah." After this I could 

not say more on the subject, except explaining, as well as I was 

able, the nature of money transactions among the English, and th'at 

the present letter was merely a matter of business. We then took, 

leave. 

" After this, being obliged to consult rather my ability than my 

inclination, I presented to Hadjee Hamed ten dollars,. and as many 

,pieces of blue cloth, and the same to Negada Moosa; both of whom 

received the donation with a very ill grace. I had an intimation 

from the Ras, that when I arrived at Dixan he was informed all our 

bo~es were fill~d with gold. I took pretty good care to undeceive. 
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him on this head, and -I sh uld think that he has sinc~ . been pretty 

well satisfied of the truth of my representation. 

" September g.-At four o'clock in th morning I was awakened 

by Pearce, who brought me word that th R was gone, and had 

left only three mules for our accommodation. As there was no 

person able to explain to m the arrang ments made by the Ras 

for our expedition to Axum, I was for some time greatly at a 10 s 

what to do, especially as it had before been d tcrmin d that Captain 

Rudlano and Mr. Carter should go with th Ras, a f: r he in

tended to accompany us on the way to Adowa j a plan which was 

now entireJy fru trat d. After much an iety on t Ie subject, I v as 

at lengtb In some measure relieved by the presence of Guebra 

Selasse, who had received orders to attend me on my journey. He 

said that the Ras was waiting for me at no great distance from 

Antalow, and that, as no direction had b en given respecting our 

baggage;, it would be my be t way to lose no time in overtaking 

him, as I might then pro.cure an . order to have the baggage sent 

after me. 

" Having parted with our friends, about seven o'clock, I set 

out on my jurney, attended by Pearce and An rew, mounted on 

mules, and Ibrahim, my interpreter of the country languag , on 

foot j and in order to provide against accidents, I inade Pearce con-
, . 

ceal fifty dollal' about bis person; fo.r at this time it wa not very 

clear what were the intentions of tbe Ras. 

H After passing a small brook in the valley, we began to a cend 

the north-east rn side of the hill of Antalow, th brow of which was 

steep,lU ged, and bare. On our left.at the 1 ottom, were lying large 

fragments of rock, that at some distant period had fallen from the 
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fl mit~ The ridges over which our road lay were p r ly culti

vated, and by no mean difficult of a cent. On the highest point 

over which we pas ed ere the ruins of a village, and beyond, 

almost concea1ed by high trees of luxuriant growth, was a pictu

res~ue village called Haraque. OUf guide, Guebra Selasse, and a 

en· f who was going by, both dismounted from their mules as they 

passed the church, a mark of respect which ·is generally paid by 

the Christians of thi country. Our descent was rapid from one 

hill to another, the tops of all which were well clothed with plants 

of v rlous kind. On a rising ground to our right was a village of 

considerable extent called Lahaina, from which place Qur r 

turning a little more to the west, led through a more cultivated 

country, thickly set with Acacia and brushwood and flowering 

shrubs; at the bottom of one of the hills was a brook, the banks of 

which were shaded by th k ntuffa, which I here met with for the 

first time. It runs among other low trees, and being then in ~lossom, 

made by no means an unpicturesque appearance. After passing 

several more hills we came in sight of Muccullah, in the vicinity of 

which, on the top of a hill, i a large church, that forms a very con

spicuous obj ct across the pI in. The land about the town is in a 

high tate of cultivati6nj the oil consist of a rich black loam. We 

found the Ras at tbi pI ceo He had ju t finished his morning's re-. . 
pa t; but after receiving m very cordially, and having seated me 

on tl e couch be ide him, he ordered some beef to be grilled, which, 

though brought to me nearly raw, I eat with great sati faction, 

the journey having giv n me a very keen appetite. After drink

ing four brulhe of maize, (without which th R would 110t per

mit me to depart), I b gged leave to retire, and was led to a small 
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but comfortable hut in appearance, within the first wall surround

ing the church. I recognized in my conductor, Debib, chief of 

Negashe, who was come up to attend the Ras. 

H I computed our cour~e this day to have been nine miles, in a 

direction nearly N. N. E. The stone, of which some of the unculti

vated hills that we to day passed over is formed, lies in horizontal 

strata, and is divided by vertical fissures into square blocks, when 

exposed on the sides of the hill, which often gives it the appearance 

of::t cient ruins. 

" September 10.- After passing an uncomfortable night from the 

warms oC vermin with which the but was infested, and a continual 

noise kept up by the priests, I arose and paid a vi it to the church, 

where I understood the Ras had been in the course of the night. 

I was received with much attention by the priests, the greate t 

part ofwborn were engaged in singing, and jingling keys, one of 

which \\f,as in the right hand of each j they accompanied this with , 
most violent gestures and grimaces, performing rather the part of 

antics ,on a stage, than of persons employed in devotion. After 

complying with the custom of the country in kissing the threshold 

of the door, I was admitted into tbe inner circle. The church, how

·ever, presents nothing particularly worthy of observation: it is or-, 
namented with paintings, like those at Chelicut; and tbe only dif. 

, , 
Ference that I observed was, that on a cross was written I N R I. ill 

Roman characters, the meaning of wbich the priests seemed per

fectly to understand. I afterwards proceeded to the Ras's house, 

where I found a long table set out, and a great quantity of bread 

cakes piled up: I was seated on the couch beside him, and had the 

honour of being fed from his own hands. There were present the 
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Ballambarras, or master of the bread department, the Bahamegash 

of Dixan, the Ch.ief of Debib, who was in waiting, and many others 

of equal authority. There were four changes of guewts at the table, 

and three large jars of maize were emptied, each of which contained 

at least half a hogshead. I was prevailed upon by the Ras to eat a 

small portion of brinde, and am sati fied that it is merely prejudice 

which deters us from tbis {ood. The priests of the neighbouring 

churches were fed first, and all did ju tice to the brinde and maize. 

" The Ras pointed out to-me two Falasha, or Jews, who came in 

dllring the II ast, and afterwards politely sent them to the house 

where I lodged, that I might ask them what question:.:.I~~~ 

I pr cured from them, however: bu~ little informatiou. They ac

knowledge no king, except the sovereign of the country, the li~e of 

Gideon be in e ,tinct. They told me that they were very numerous 

at Gondar, and i~ the provinces of Knara and Samen, and that 

the.ir chief employment consi ted in building and thatchin~ bou es. 

They have not any book of con equence except at Gondar, and 

those are of no great antiquity. They pretend to have entefed the 

country in the time of Memileh. . 

" I was afterwards visited by Debib of Negashe, who came to so

licit pre ents for his attention to us on the road. Captain Rudland 

had ju t arrived from Anta.l<2w, and was eating some mutton that 

had been provided by our guide; Debib joined him with much 

satisfaction in .the .consumption of the joint, during which I gained 

from him the following intelligence. He commanded a very consi

derable xtent of country, containing at least thirty villages, for 

which he pai~ to the Ras one hundred and fifty wakeas of gold, 

twenty oxen, and as many kin of honey, besides one matchlock; 

YOLo 111. 
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but for this latter, if <iifficult to procure, he compromised for fifty 

pieces of cloth, valued at about one dollar each .. He owned that 

his father had paid a tribute double the amount of this in the time 

of Ras Michael. 

" I sent to the Ras in the evening, and mentioned Captain Rud

land's arrival, saying, that we would pay our compliments to him 

whenever he might appoint. He fixed upon seven o'clock, but af

terwards put it off till the morning. The thermometer was 640 in 

tbe evening. There. fell a little rain in the afternoon. 

" September I J .-On rising in the morning, we were much s1:1r

~~~o~,re~ceive alaam from the Ras, and information that he was 
, --

gone; nor was it, till after much enquiry, that I could ascertain that he 

had gone on a hunting party, and would not be back until evening. 

It was not without much regret that I left Captain Rudland without 

an interpret r; but every preparation being lJ?ade in Muccullah 

for our 4eparture, I was unwilling to lose any more time, a,?d ac

cordingly set out with my attendants for Adowa. The view of the 

village\of Muccullah from the bottom of the hill is extremely pic

turesqu'e; but as ,we had a long journey before us, I was not able 

to spare time for a sketch. We first went over the plain of Jam

bela, in a N. N. W. direction. The whole of this plain, extending 

about eight miles in length, and froIp. two to four in breadth, was 

in a high state of cultivation, or rather of preparation' for it, as 

the inhabitants were busily employed in ploughing. It contains 

at least forty inhabited villages, besides several in ruins. After

wards we turned off to the westward over a barren hill, where the 

road was much incommoded by loose stones and s.~lfubby bushes 

and trees, which, as we advanced, were so closely set as to form a 
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and shady covert. Before us was a house belonging to the 

Ras, in a small valley through whic~l runs the river Gibbeh, from 

which the mansion takes its name. Our guide here desired us to 

halt, and produced for our refreshment orne cold mutton, of which 

we made a very hearty meal. Pursuing OUf road, we passed along 

a narrow and rather deep valley, part of which had been lately 

cleared for oultivation; the rest was thickly set with brushwood, and 

afforded a fine cover for grouse, guinea fowls, and partridges, all of 

which were in great abundance; but we did not see a single deer, 

though the country appeared of a descript' on highly favourable to 

the e animals. This gully, as it may be called, is about five miles 

in length, and at the end of it ~e mounted a lofty hill,.' .... ""~~ 
the village of Hasemko, by the Chief of which we were received 

with much attention. Our course I reckoned to be about fifteen 

miles in a north-west direction. The thermometer on our arrival 

·was 86°. 

"September 12.-We left the village at an early h,ur, after 

making the lady of the mansion, who was a very agree~le and 

pretty woman, a trifling present; it having been intimat~ to me 

that she had been put to much inconvenience to make room for us 

yesterday evening. 

" Our road layover the hill to the south-w 5t, the inhabitants, 

who e.m ev r desirous ofttrr~ing the road from cultivated plains, 

havin led it in this direction to a gap in the side of the hill made 

by the falling down of a great rna s of rock. We now wound 

round th summit of th~ hill, chiefly in a western course, tiJl we 

reached the vil1age of Admira, about thre~ miles distant, above 

which is a church dedicateq. to St. Mary Magdalen. We here 
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inclined more to the north, pas ing a sloping plain, some part or 
which the inhabitants were ploughing for the first time, in spite of 

the stones and hrubs that impeded the progress of the bullocks, 

whose unnecessary toil we could not but pity, especially when we 

saw them lashed unmercifully by the drivers, who carry in the right 

hand a whip that leaves a mark wherever it strikes. We now came 

to the lower part of a mountainous ridge called Atbara, where we 

were joined by our guide, who had before gone off another way, 

and had appointed to meet us. I had just killed a small bird, 

much like the humming bird, and had with great difficulty dug up 

a few bulbs. The descent hence is extremely teep, and so much 

mcow.... d with loose stones, that we were obliged to dismount 

from our mules, and before we reached the bottom, had reason to 

exclaim that it was as bad as the descent of Taranta. About half 

way down a few houses and a church are built under the shelter 

of projecting rocks, in a very picturesque situation. e met a 
• 

kafila 0, its way to Antalow preparing to go up the teep that we 

had jUPt descended. After we had with much toil reached the 

boltom) it was not a little provoking to find that, 011 pas ing the 

brook, it became necessary to climb another ascent before we could 

get out of the valley. Afterwards, the vegetation hegan to vary con

siderably, the country being much more thickly s t with trees, some 

of which were of a larg size. The il was poor, and of,a sandy 

nature; and we passed one entire bed of loose sand nearly a mile 

in xtent. Proceeding about three miles to the north, we halted 

by a running stream, and took our usual repast; and being soon 
; 

after overtaken by rain, we pursued our journey with all expedi-

tion for another stage of about six miles, when we arrive<l, just. as 

.. 
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it grew dark, at the mansion of Barrambarras Toklu. We were re

ceived kindly by the master of the bouse, and treated m sl hospi

tably with a banquet ofbrind and maize. In the course of it he 

introduced to us his wife, who is the si ter of Subagadis, to whom 

I presented beads and a looking glass. Our host was chief Qf the 

district of Tembla, and a man of consequence, having many sol

diers with matchlocks in his service. He was in high spi.rils, was 

very jovial, and wi hed me to stay in the country, promising to 

give me his daughter in marriage. Muc~ jocular conversation en

sued, the maize was handed briskly around, and we all took our 

full portion, about sixteen br.'Jihes being drank by each person 
• present, ladies as well as entlemen. 

" September 18. -At a very early hour in the moruing we 

quitted the village of Gullybudda, where we had been so hospita

bly entertained, and which appeared to be a place of considerable 

extent and population. We travelled about three miles tJ.. N. W. 

through a picturesque and tolerably well-wooded" coun,ry; but 

the trec were of a small size, and careely timber. Birds ~f many 

different kinds w re singing among the br nehes of dll tl~e lower 

trees, the extremities of which were hung with numerous nests. 

Our first halt was by the side of the river Warie/-' which was run

ning with great rapidily to the westward. Though at pre ent a 

small s~ream, there were evrdent marks of its magnitude in the 

rainy season; for on both sides were seen sticks and . weeds among 

the branches f the trees at least fifteeu feet above the surface of 

its present bed, which had b ~n lodged there by the Hoods. Our 

people soon made a fire, killed a sJ p which had been presented 

• Warie means merely a torrent. 
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, to me on the day before, and grilled a part of it for our breakfast. 

From this place our road turried more to the we tward, over lofty 

and rugged hills, all of wbi h, however, were for the rno t part 

cultivated', We passed the villag s of T ai; which, with their 

tenitory, form a free district under one of the Ras's nephews. It 

is however but a wretched domain, the soil being very sandy, and 

entirely ,occupied in many parts by kolquall; the surface i farther 

incumbered by rOCK of slate in nearly vertical strata. After hav

ing journeyed about six miles north north -west from our last sta

tio , w made anoth l' halt at about two o'clock by the side of a 

stream, where w saw several bird, one of which I have no doubt 

was LU~ ~ ck eagle of Bruoe. His drawi.ng of it appears to be 

very correct; but in its habits, this bird more resembles an hawk 

than an eagl , for it p rches on the tops of tree, and on being 

driven from one, Hies to another. We again re umed our march, 

passing qver wild hills covered with bru hwood, part of wI ieh was 

clearing/ for cultivation, till we gained the top of a hill about four 

miles ,nd a half from our last halting place, where we were to be 

accommodated for the night. Fit Aurari Yasous, the master of the 

mansion, was absent; we were however ushered into the hall, and 

on his return were presented with a goat and other eatabl . ~here 

being no maize for drink, we ere obliged to put up with bo za, 

hich is made from the crumb of aU orts of bread, and: greatly 

resembles bad, sour, small beet with a toast in it. Our pre ent 

host was advanced in years, very tall, fierce and ugly; he is aid 

to behave very tyranically towards his people, and we ourselves 

could bear testimony to the roughn of his manners. 

"September 14.-W e found our host much mbre civil and 

• 
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attentive in the morning than on the preceding evening, bread 

and hot milk being prepar d for u at a very early hour; and he 

himself insi Ling on accompanying 'us to some distance from his 

house. Our road layover a plain, skirting along the side of a lofty 

conical mountain, at the top of which is the church or convent of 

Abou Sarna. On our right we saw a hou e formerly belonging to 

the Ra , and pre ented by him to Barrambarra Toklu. After 

travelling about three miles alld a half, we arrived at the mansion 

of Bashaw Guebra Eyat, a man of much consequence in the country, 

who is able to bring into the field a large body of soldiers armed 

with matchlock, a circumstance on which the impottince of t 

Chiefs much depend. He was a middle-aged man of pleasing 

manners, and treated us with much hospitality. We proceeded, 

in about an hour, on our journey, winding round TU ged hills 

covered with brushwood, and along the ledges of steep precipice, 

a fall from which, into the plain below, would have been certain 

death. The kolquall abounds in this part of the countr~ which, 

though cu1tivated wher{;:ver circum tances would admit , is r\ot very 

prod ucti ve, on account of its dry and sandy nature. We rne\ a poor 

woman, on the hill, who accosted me in a supplicatory tone, and 

begged that I would give er some physic for a child which she 

carried at her back, al d wh2l according to her report, was aHlicted 

with an evil spirit. I could only recommend her to the protection 

of God, assuring her that the nature of such dreadful maladies was 

far beyond my skill. 

" The hill that we had been pa sing over con ist almost entirely 

, of a browll ca~car ous tone, being for the mo t part in perpendicu

lar strata; hence, instead of· flat tabular elevations, as is th case 



I. 

74 ABBA GARIMA. 

where the strata lie horizontally, the forms presented by the e hills 

are generally inclining to pyramidal. The whole country is well 

watered, springs being found on almost every mountain. 

" As we advanced, the country hore a better appearance; the 

plain were covered with richer soil, but for want of draining were 

much swamped from the springs above. We had advanced about 

nine miles a cending and dec;cending, when we mounted a ridge 

that brought u in sight of the church of Abba Garima, which, 

though not in the traight road to Adowa, j d lennined to visit. 

In order to reach this building. we had to cross a nearly circular 

~~~~cl~<lS~'.ed in on all sides with hi Ib but irregular hills. A 

stream of water runs through this val1cy, aud wild date tr es, at 

that time covered with fruit, were scatl t. rt d over it surface. From 

having found this tree only in the neighbourhood of religious 

houses of Ilnknown antiquity, I am led to conjecture that it was in

troduced' by the Christian father who came hither from Egypt. 

" Th<1 church of Abba Garima is said to have been built in the 

reign 01 Guebra Ma cal, about the year 500' it i situated on a low 
I 

projection of the circular ridge, by which the valley is bounded on 

the north-west, and is not very difficult of access. It is surrounded 

by oxy-cedars and daroo trees of luxuriant growth, and wild date 

trees of so great a height ~s to have !~e appearance of cocoa· nut 

trees. 

" The road, winding to the church, is much incommoded with 

large and rugged masses of rocks, among the crevices of which 

IUns a trickling stream; from the head of this path, thirty rough 

steps lead up to a wretched shed, forming the porch ~f the church. 

We passed through this into an open area walled "round; in the 
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E:enterofwhich is the main building, of a square form, and divided by 

a passage that runs through it into two unequal compartments. It 

is built of solid masses of stone and timber, which have in some 

places been strengthened by bars of iron, and the but-ends of all 

the" beams and planks have been rounded and left projecting, as 

ornaments. Within are some miserable paintings, of which one 

represents Abbou Garima, with a long white beard and mustachios, 

wearing a turban, and eated according to the Turkish fashion. He 

is attended by many others dress~d like himself. among whom is one 

with mustachios only. Several priests were present, and were very 

attentive in shewing us the whole of the building. The only ac-
" . 

count that they could give of the place, was the fabulo":--n-=e-,~t";""h~at 

Abbou Garima, 1500 years ago, was brought from Secun:dria hither 

in one night by the angel Gabriel, and after residing here a long 

time, was carried away in as mysterious a manner, and has never 

since been heard of; in commemoration of whom this church was 

erect d by Guebra Mascal, who then reigned in Abyssinia. This, 

according to the Abyssinian annals, would bring his coming down 

to 500 anno Domini instead of 300, as Guebra Mascal was the suc

cessor of Elesbaas, who was cotemporary with the Roman Emperor 

Justin. 

" We were obliged to hasten away as speedily as possible, ill 

order to reach Adowa before night; and after toiling over a road 

perpetually ascending and descending, sometimes swampy, some

times rocky, and at all times much incumbered with loose stones, 

we at Jength carne in sight of the town, enveloped in smoke. Tbe 

market was just over, and the people, who were returning to their 

resp cti¥e villages, were all curious enough to s~e the strangers; 
VOL. IU. L 
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but they uniformIr 'behaved with, much' respect' arid, civility - , W~ 

arrived by sunset at the end .of.our 90urh~y, .and Wl re iin diately 

conduded to th Ras' house, and introduced to Nebrida' Aram and 

Ba ha Abdall h, who were waiting to receive me . . 'A neph w~ of 

Nebrida Aram soon after came in, accompanied by a great.Du,inber 

of hi people. The evening was spent with . great conviviali r. ; \ 
maoy chiefs of considerable rank were,p~esent, among whom was a 

nephew of Ras Mi.chael, with,whom:l had much conver.satibn .abont 

his uncle; nor shall I soon, forget tbe astonishment excited in, t . 

whole company by my knowledge of the public transaction inAbYs.-

inia durin$ the last fifty year. N~brida Aram app~ared very old' 

and In r ,having 10 t the use of l]is left arm; .he is did t9:be: \'er.y 

rich, and doubtle po sessed much power, b~ing left h fe 'in charge .. 
. ,. 't.,. 

by the Ras, whose hoI' e were ,ti ll fas tened up in , the ,~aIJ .. 

upper apartment wa p repared for m , but I ,found it 0 co~d that. 

returned. inlo the hall. The old utlem n I oli.lely. made an;eKC e 

for not giving up to me the whole of'tbe ' hall; ' he Qu.tered it, h?lY~. 

ever, to be di vided by a creen, and .we 'all ' l<.:pi; in t'Li .al?.cIf. 11 

Ntbdda Ardm and his uite, the Rd 's hors s,: ril)'t If, AU t· n.v~ 1 : 

. "September 1 .- retired to,lhe room ,pr.epapcq. for ~mehthat 'l 

might fiuish some rough drawing of plant. .After breakfast the. 

mules were brought, and I pl1Occ.eded to examine what ver wa ·in· 
tere ling in the town and neighbourho d, .accolllpanicd by. P arce 

and Andrew, who fortm ately. had complet~ly . e tabli~hed~ tpeir 

character as Chri tjans, in consequence or whidl . I w,as ~l bloo 
to get over many difficulties whjch would Qtherwi e' have been 

insurmountable. . . I • :~ • • 

" We were first taken to the clH.~rQh of ' t 
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way saw .a hyrena lying dead in the road, of the same species as the 

one Captain Rudland killed at Dixan, but much larger; it lJad been 

~ killed by spears. 

" St. Mariam affords nothing worthy of remark ; it is built exactly 

in the same st}' Ie as the churches already de cribed, but is inferior in 

every respect. We were attended by a crowd of the inhabitants, 

who pressed forward to get a sight of us, shouting and laughing, 

and the women making a clapping noise peculiar to them elves, 

all expressive of their pleasure and astonishment. 

"We now proceeded westward out of the town, crossing the 

plain, and a stream called Ass~, till we arrived at anoth~r called tl?e 

Mai Gogua, which runs northward with great rapidity down the 

valley. After riding along thc bank of this stream about three quar· 

tel'S of a mile, we crossed it. and ascended a hill immediately be

yond, on which stand the remains of the convent of Fremona, as it 

wa called by the Je uit , by whom it was founded j but this name, 

if ever au opted by the inhabitants, is now wholly unknown. Within 

the walls, which are at present in ruins, stands the church of St. 

George, a poor and wretched edifice in the form of a parallelogram, 

with the iuternal walls painted in the usual tyle. The roof is an 

awkward and imperfect attempt at a dome. On the north side of 

the -church is the appearance of a large tank or pool, and upon a 

small and higher eminence at the extremity of the northern 

brow of the hill, is a square building, with an open door-way on 

each side, in , -hich is hung a large bell marked with Ethiopic cha

racters. The outer wall, and all the indos d buildings, are com

posed of small stones. laid very inarcifi<.;ialIy, and cemented with 

mud. Some parts of the wall are still thirty feet high, and at the 

) 
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angles are round abutments; yet it does not appear to ~ave ever 

been a place of strength, thoqgh Bruce has thought proper to re

present the buttresses as flanking towers, and the belfry a a citadel. ---: 

" On our way back we turned off to th church of St. Michael, 

which i placed on a rising ground on the east side of the valley. 

It i surrounded on all sides by trees, and is by much the mo t re

spectabl~ in appearance, of any at Adowa. We had by this time 

been joined by our attending crowd; and on my coming out of the 

church a woman fell at my feet, and implored me to heal her son, 

who was deaf and dumb; nor wa it without reat difficulty that I 

",as abJe to get rid of her importunity, by representin to her that 
r . 

the performance of uch a cure was a miracle, and only capable of 

being effected by the immediate power of God. I found in waiting 

a mule, belonging to the Ras, which Ncbricla Aram had sent for my 

use; accordingly I mounted , and proce dec! amidst the acclamations 

of an immense throng into the city, 

"Adowa, ituated on the eastern side of a valley, about a mile 

acros , is a place of considerable extent, and ha a striking appear

ance on account of the multitude of Wanza trees, which are thickly 

planted in the inclo ure around the bou, es. I this day procured the 

flower and fruit, the latter of which i said by the inhabitants to be 

good eating when ripe; and I found Bruce's drawing of this tree, 

so far as it goe , correct. 

"Adowa upplies great quantitie of cloth, principally of a coarse 

quality, which circulates a money throu h the country, and i the 

principal currency in which the chiefs pay their annual tribute. 

Each piece is about sixteen cubit long, and one and three-quarters 

wide; its value is thirty pieces of salt, or one dollar. Some of the 

( 
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filler cloths are valued as high as twelve dollars for a dress, each 

dress being fifty cubits in length: tllese are worn only by the prin-

ipal men of the country. The native Chri tian manufacturer will 

make only three drc es of the fine cloth in a year: the Mus ul

mauns will make more, but of an inferior quality, and therefore 

bearing a Ie price. I received from Nebrida Aram a bullock and 

two sheep, and another from his nephew; also two sheep .and two 

jars of maize from the head men of the place, and one sheep from 

Basha Abdallah. 

" eptember J 6.-We did not leave Adowa until ten o'clock, 

having been detained by som~ difficulty about our ba~age, occa; 

sioned by our having bought a few sample offine and oarse cloths 

manufactured here, which we found it impo sible to leave in safety 

at Adowa, as Nebrida Aram and BasIta Abdallah were both going 

to Antalow to the muster of the troops before the Ras. 

" On going down into the ball to pay my compliments to Nebrida 

Aram, I was unexpectedly introduced to one of the royal family, 

who was sitting with him on the couch. This was 110 less a person 

than Fa ilydas, son of Va ou , who was placed on the throne by 

Ras Guxo. He gave me an extremely polite reception, and was 

very- curious in examining very thing belonginO' to my dress. He 

asked me whether I intended to go to Gondar; and on my saying 

that I wished it, but was prevented by the un, ettled state of public 

affair, he asked me to go with him; which I was obliged to de

cline. loon took my leavo, as it was impossible for me to a k any 

question ,owing to my ignorance of his pre ent situation in Tigre, 

and from knowin that my guide, who ;) present, was extremely 

suspicious of every thing that I said. After I had mounted lW mul , 

) 
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the Prince came out \\'ith· his slender r tinue, and requested me to 

dismount, se ming extremely anxious to speaJi with me in 'private . 
..-. ~. 

On my complying, and going apart with my interpreter to hea'r 

what he had to communicate, Guebra Selass6 called Ol1t most voci

ferously to him in an angry ton, which compelled us very relu~

tantly to part in silence. His complexion was extremely dark, but 

his features ,,,ere good: he wa living at this time under the pro

tection of the Ras i by whom, under the guise of respect, he was 

kept in a state of honourable restraint. 

ur road from Adowa lay along the valley in n arly a west-

t¥ard direction: we cro sed the Mai Gogua, aud another stream, 
r ' 

which I sup osc may be the Riberani of Bruce; and after trav lling 

about five mil s, arrived at the extremity of the vall YI marked 

by a peaked hill, gr en up to the top, on which stands the hurch 

of Hannes; and imm diately opposite, on a smaller ri ing round, 

the ~hurch of Anna Mariam. Hither the Ha ,a governor of Tigre, 

when re iding at Adm,va, used to come out to meet any message 

from the King. The dir ct road to Axum pa s by the side of this 

hill; but our guide informing me there was a curiou place called 

Calam Negus, in the neighbourhood, we turned off a little to the 

northward for the purpose of visiting it. On 'our way we met ~ith 

a grandson of Ras Michael, mounted on a mule; he stopped to ask 

me for some medicine for a well known disorder' said to be very 

prevalent here, which I 'as obliged to evade on the true plea of 

having left it at Antalow .. NotwiLhstanding thi application, from 

all the enquiries we made during' my stay 'in the country, I am of 

opinion, that the vener.eal disease does 1l0t ' exist in Aby ~inja:, de-. 

bility, p a bad sort 'of itch, common in the cOl1ntry, are generally. 
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mist aken for it. Thi last disease alway yielded to an application 

of gunpowder and lemon juice. The descendant of Michael the 

, \'C'r-eat was living on a scauty allo~vance drawll from the province 

which his grandfather ruled with such ab olute power. He had 

twenty fields allowed him by the Ras Wclleta Selasse, who also had 

the condescension to make him the same annual present as he bestows 

" on his soldier~. This small po session was probab] y not far distant, 

for we soon after passed an olu woman who was formerly an atten

dant on the old Ras. VVe continued j ourneying nearly due west, 

and passed over a hil.l, the top of which was one continued bed 

of iron ore. The next hill was ~overed with spar. Beyq.nd this we , 

crossed a plain fully six miles in extent, which brought s at length 

to the place of our destination . Its appearance promi ed but little; 

but on examinatioll it proved, to our great satisfaction, to be of faf 

more consequence than we had expected. 

" It consists of two excavations formed in the hill, and cased and 

covered wilh large blocks of brown granite, one of which, serving 

as a cover to one of the cells, measureu eleven feet and a quarte r 

by eight and a quarter. An idea of the 'whole will be best obtained 

by inspecting the plan drawn on an accurate s ale from a mea

surement made on the spot. If< These caves are, with respect to 

each other, in a direction very nearly nonh and south j the work· 

manship is good, but rough; the stone having all the marks of the 

chissel. The first, (marked B, vide plan), our guides informed us 

was the road by which Cal m Negus went to Ierusalem, and" if 

any person should take a candle into it at night, he would distinctly 

see the whole of the way to that holy city." 'l'his personage I sup-

• This is 10 l, but one is supplied from memory, ' 
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pose to be Caleb Negas,. a king who reigned in the country about 

the year 522, and who was co temporary with the Emperor Justin ~ he 

was celebrated for a successful incur ion into Arabia against t1i'6 ' 

Homerites, and 011 his return sent hi crown to Jerusalem to be 

suspenrled in the temple" We managed to find the entire xtent 

of this cave, at which our guides were not a little as'tonished. The 

second ,cave, (marked C,) is very nearly dosed up by earth that 

has fallen in; but as there was a glimps of something like pillars, 

I determined not to be deterred by any trifling difficulties. Ac

cordin Iy Pearce and myself crept down into it on our knee, and 

, when ~e pad once pa sed the entr,ance, found it to be much more 

curiou than the first. The door way, leading into the outer cell, 

is extremely well fashioned; the capitals of the supporting pillars 

are formed with the butt ends of the crOS$ stones proj cting over 

the erect ones. Within are three plain LOlribs standing at right 

angles to the walls of the cell , in a direction nearly east and west, 

on a pavement raised about four inche from the floor. The cover 

of the center one is displaced, and lying partly broken on one of the 

others; the two ide tombs are entire. 

" The side cells of this excavation are of much greater depth 

than the middle one. We satisfactorily ascertained the whole extent 

of.the place, by following the walls till they brought us a ain to the 

entrance, 110t being able to procure lights. The only living crea

tures that we perceived within, were bats. At a little distance were 

some large loose stones, ready quared for building; but to what 

purpose they had heen applied it was impossible to ascertain. A 

ridiculous circumstance occurred on our being about to Jeave 

• Ludolf. lib. 2 . chap. 44. 
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this place: I had left my whip in the first cave; all our Habesh 

attendants supposed it to be in the other, to which they sent one of 

~he boys to fetch it; in the mean time I myself descended into the 

first, and" brought it up; nor was it possible to persuade them that 

Calam Negus had not brought it to me out of the other, which 

absurd story they often afterwards seriously repeated. These 

curious remains of ntiquity lie nearly west of the hills above 

Adowa, which were at this time in sight, and about a mile from 

the kirts ofAxum, to· w ich we descended in a south-western 

direction. 

VOL. UI. 
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T Ii E first impression on beholding Ax.um ¢bt:JTch, is its great re· 

semblance to the Goth~c seats of noblemen in England. As we came 

nearer, we passed the fallen ruins of a great number of obelisks, 

some of which present no appearance of having been ever deco-

rat d with soulpture, whil oth~rs seem to have had much atten- .#-
tion paid to , them i:p. this respect; at length, after pa ing a large 

reser:voir of water On QlJr left, we were much gratified with a view 

of an ·obeli k still ' erect, which p~d been hitherto concealed by a 

l~~e Daroo tree, and is un<lpubtedly the one mentioned by Poncet,· 

and aft~rwards des<.:ribed and drawn by Bruce. It is about eighty 

feet .high, apd formed Gut of a single .block of granite, curiously 

carved; and ,in excellent proportiop. My attentjon 'was for a long 

time rivetted on this b~autiful a.nd extraordinary monument, of 

which, however, the elevation publisheci. by the traveller last O1en

tioned, can f~rnish no ic.lea. It is difficult to conceive the method· . . 
by which such a solid mass of granite was raised; (Ind tlJe 'lstonish-

ment excited at the magnitude of the work was ' more .particularly 

. striking, after pass~ng through a country now reducen to so vude a 

s,tate as, Abyssipia. A little way below this only obelisk that ha 

withstood the effeots o~ time!' and which appears :80 perfect that it , 

~ight be aupposed to have b~eI) l~tely' erected, w came opposite; to; 

tl}e .church, whic~ Bruc~ ha most unJustly depreciate~ sinQe,: he 



88 . AX:UM. 

compared with all others in Tigre, it has no rival (except 'Chelicut) 

. wiih respect to size, ri~hn~ s, nor sa ctity. The priests were very fl" 
unwilling at fir t to admit us; but the name and authority of the 

Ras, at length brought the~ to ,a ompliance. The only cause of 

their reluctance, as we afterwards discovered, arose from their not 

having prepared all their finery to enhance the dignity of our re-
, r 

ception. lbe' prinoipal cir umstance worthy of notice in the external 

appearance of. the' church, is its height, which cannot be less than 

forty fe t. . The colonmrde I in front ' is supported by four massive 

square pillars about live 'feet in diameter, ' composed of small 

. stones, an~ covered"w.ith plaister. ,qn requesting to'see the inside 

of the build'mg, 'the 'farther foldi~g door was thrown'open, and sing- , 

ing was heard in ' a distant apartment; some of the priests then -came 

forward reciting prayers, and, burning inoen e. All the books, and 

rich dresses belonging to the church, were aft'erwards brought for 

'my' examination: the former are of a large size, and covered with 

gilding and figures in relief; the' hUer are SO l like those which we 

saw at Chelicut, as not to need a partioul.ar de ·criptibn. 

" I learn d from the books in ,this place, tnat t11e first Christian 

church at A um was built eleven hundred and forty years 'ago; at the 

same- time as t~at of Abrahasubah, and was d€str6yed by Mohamed 

Gragne in the year J 526; the present dburch was ,built by Sultan 

Ayto Fasil, son of Ayto Socinio ,in the :year, 1657. ' 

" In the evening, I had a visit from .the chief priest arid others; 

who came with their bOOKS to try me in'tbe' cripture. My knowledge, 

tliough .not"very gr at" was (ortutlately ,fully equal to enable me' 

to answer or eyade all their questions,. so' that I came off. with great· , 

oredit; and the ' High: Priest ' ki~ed my :b~nd in rapture at' my inti·' 
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mate acquaintance with the sacred book. Before he left me, I took 

the opportunity of presenting to him, for the church, a piece of 

red satin stuff, as I found that ' no information w'a to be gained 

without some kind of bribery. The priests were all highly plea ed 

with my offering, but begged that I would keep it till morning, and 

then deliver it in public at the church. The clerical establishment at 

this place seems to be on a far . superior scale to any 1 have .Bcen in 

Abyssinia, except Chelicut, which, from being the favourite church 

of the Ras, and close to the vicinity of his principal residence, is of 

course more particularly attended to, and enriched, dnring the 

continuance of his power. Ax~m is, however, looked qp to with 

great d ference, as having been for so long a period- the seat of 

royalty; and the Chief ~riest claims a ery high prece<.lence over 

all the churches to the eastward of the Tacazza. Even at present, 

on great occasions, as after a victory, the Ras thinks it necessary to 

pay his devotions at this place, to conciliate the priesthood, the 

influence of which still continues to be con iderable. 

" The dre s of this order of men differs in orne degree from 

that of all the other ranks. They wear a close vest of white linen 

next the skin, which cover~ every part of their body to the 

knees, in addition to the large folding mantle and close drawers, 

which constitute the simple dress of the Abyssinian~. They also 

wrap neatly round their head a thin shawl of cotton, leaving the 

top of their heads e ~posed. Thi difference in dress gives great 

respectability to their appearanc , and as far as I could learn, their 

conduct and manners are equally becoming. 

" Sept mber t, .-1 went to the church at a very early hour, 

and was received with great attention by the priests, and on my 
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requesting it, was admitted into the inmost apartment. The whole 

body of the church, con isting of four apartments or rooms, was 

covered with hand orne ca.rpets. On my pre enting the piece of 

satin, I was desired to kneel down wit}l my face to the ground, I 

in which position I continued about two minutes, during which 

time the High Priest recited a prayer over me. This ceremony being 

over, 1. was led up orne quare steps of granite to the top of the 

building, which is flatly roofed, covered with mortar and stucco, and 

surrounded with Gothic ornaments. We here' measured the size 

of the church, and found it to be one hundred and eleven feet in 

length and fifty-one in breadth. The view hence gives a good id a , . 
of the situation of the obelisks and of the reservoir, I therefore took 

a sketch of it, which is giv n among my lar.ger views. 

" Hence I was conducted to see two walls lined wjth .stone, hich 

are at some little distance from the church, as also a small quare 

inclosure surrounded by pillars; on a seat within which th an

cient kings used to be crowned (vide B in plan), as is hewn in the 

Vignette of this volume. In the incIo ure behind the king's seat, 

other remain are sc&ttered about in different directions; but on 

none of these, after a careful and rep~ated examinat~QIl, was I able 

to perceive the least appearance of any inscription, xcepting one, 

which i.s very short, in Ethiopic characters, f which the following 

is an exact copy. 

I ' 
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In the two last lines I have given the Ethiopic inscription, a I 

think it ought to be restored. 

The character marked 1, does not exist in the original; but I cau 

have little doubt of its having been there, as with the characters 

marked 2 and S, it forms the word Aboona, or chief prjest. 

The characters 4,5,6, I conjecture to be Dawit, or David. 

Th characters 7 t 8, 9, require much alteration to make sense of 

them. According to the form I have adopted, .they would mean 

Gay-za, or removed. 

The characters 10, 11, are very clear; but a part of 12 seems to 

have been erased. As I have restored it, they would be J a-lea-wa, OT, 

broke them to pieoes. 

The characters 13, 14, are Zy-ja, or here. 

rrhe characters 15, 16, 17, are Ha-za-ba, or, he thought within 

h mself. 

VOL. 111. N 
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The characters 18, 19, 20, 21, are A-ga-zi.y, or the Lord. 

I can make nothing satisfactory of the four last letters, and pos

'ibly there may be some error in them as in the former letters, for 

the whole inscription is very nldely cut. The sen e of the latter " 

part may be conjectured from the beginning: "The Aboona David 

removed and broke to pieces here; he thought within him elf the 

Lord w~ pleas d that he so hould do." If this explanation bejust, it 

accounts satisfactorily for the destruction of the temple and obelisks; 

I ut I feel too con cious my ignorance of the original language, 

to giv it to the public otherwise than as a conjecture. 

"Those ruins which were in any degree worthy of notice, I . ' 

sketched, ass~sted by Pearce. I also took a front view of the church. 

I was taken hence to an upright stone (vide R in ground plan) about 

half a mile from the church in a north-east direction, on which was 

said to b some ancient writing. As I approached it, my curiosity 

was so highly raised, that I could scarcely refrain from running with 

eagerness to the spot. The first side of it that I examined, disap. 

pointed me much, there being only some light remains of unknown 

characters; I was however soon repaid by a view of the opposite 

ide, as 1 found it covered with Greek characters, fairly and deeply 

cut in the stone, cttch I tter being nearly two inches in length. For 

the preservation of this inscription in so perfect a state, it is greatly 

indebted to a fortunate inclination to the northward, which the 

nature of the ground has given to the tCJne, by which that side 

of it is entirely sheltered from the rain. This monument is about 

eight feet high, three and an half broad, and one thick. As it was 

getting late I returned to breakfast, and was afterwards detained 

some time with the priests, who brought me a book of Ras WelIeta 
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Selasse's wars. I then returned with Pearce to the inscription. My 

first care was to trace every letter with white chalk, and then to 

copy it on paper, correcting the whole by going over it a second 

time. We had been several hours thus engaged, and had not pro

ceeded . half through l.refore the rain came on, and obliged us to 

desist. In the evening I wrote down the be t account I could get 

from the books ofAxufIl, ofRas Michael, and his rebellion in Tigre 

against the Emperor Via ous; hi standing a siege on the mountain 

of Samayut; and his subsequent concession and pardon; to which 

the Emperor with difficulty acceded; all which confirm the his

torical account of the same traI;lsactions as related by BrJlce. 

" This day a circumstance occurred of trivial moment, but which 

I shall narrate, as it throws some light on the state of mental culti

vation among those people. I was sitting alone where a firc of 

wood had been lighted, when a man of very wild demeanor, taking 

the opportunity of the absence of my servants, rushed in and began 

to remove the lighted branches. I in vain ordered him to desist, 

till at length, provoked by his insolence, and desirous of dismissing 

him at once, I threw at his head the drinking bottle which was 

standing b fore me on the table. The man was not touched, but 

immediately ran out in a great fright, making a most vociferous 

outcry, which immediately brought Guebra Selas e and others into 

the room. On being informed of what had pas ed, they searched 

for the bottle, apd to their great surprise found that it had received 

no injury (doubtless on account ofits lightness and globular figure). 

The turned it rounel and rouud with increasing astonishment; 

and from that time it was one of the anecdotes concerning me that 

they had most pleasure in repeating, declaring that such a man 
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could never be in want of a weapon; a conclusion, which it may 

be supposed 1 was at 110 pains to controvert. 

" September 18.-1 Tose at an early hour and hastened to the in

scription. After 1 had completed and corrected with the greatest ( 

attention the copy of every letter that wa in sight, we began to 

dig up the earth, in order to get at that part of it which was under 

ground .. We fortunately cleared away nearly a foot and a half, 

without bringing the stone on our heads, and at last, to my great 

sati Hlction, came, as upposed, to' th ;end of the inscription. This 

being done, I went to take a drawing of the obelisk still erect (vide 

L in grounp plan) . I found it to b~ extremely different from the 

representation given of it by Bruce; the ornaments, which he is 

pleased to call triglyphs and metopes, and guttre, being most re

gularly, instead of irregularly disposed, as will be seen in my re

presentation of it. I am now perfectly satisfied that all Bruce's 

pretended knowledge of drawing is not to be depended upon, the 

present instance aff@rdicg a Istriking 'example both of his want of 

veracity and uncommon assurance, in giving, with a view to correct 

others, " as a geometrical elevation, to so very false a sketch of this 

monument. The broad sides of it front north and south, of which 

only the south is sculptured. It is inferior in size to one that has 

fallen down, which also'differs fcom this in the form 'of its ornaments, 

and in its having been carved on both sides, or else on the opposite 

side to the correspOnding one of that which is now standing. It is 

a noble monument, but of its antiquity, who can judge? For Bruee's 

theory on the subject is, I fear, so ill supported by facts, as to de

serve little credit . 

• ' After finishing my sketch, I went.to the top of the hill to the 
. , 

" 
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eastward (marked P in ground plan), in hopes of finding some ~ore 

remains. There is the appearance of a double door-way excavated 

in the rock on the western side of this hill, and on the northern 

., side are steps leading to the top, but on the summit itself there is 

not the least appearance of any work of ancient art. My labour 

however was not entirely fruitless, as hence I took bearings of all 

the principal objects, apd thus compleated my idea of the ~ituation 

•• 

ofAxum. \ 

" The town of Axum stands partly in and partly at the mouth 

of a nook (yyy in the ground plan) formed by two hills on the 

north-~est . end of ap extensive valley (z z), the soil of which is . , . 
very fertile, and interspersed with small pieces of spa and agates. 

North ofthe plain stands the church of Abba Lucanus on a lofty hill, 

the summit of which is covered with trees; to the north-east i the 

church Abba Pantaleon, bllilt on the Roint of a bare and rugged 

rock called Mantillees; on the 'south-east are the towering hills of 

Adowa; and on the south-west the convent or church of T eda 

Haimanont. The road from Adowa (T T in ground plan) lies 

directly west aero s the plain, and winds round the bottom of the 

hill that stands to the east ofAxum, which hill is entirely com

posed of a brown coarse gra,nite. Upon the first rising of this hill, 

, and about two hundred yards north north- ast from the stone with 

the inscription, tand a plain obelisk (8 in ground plan) about 

twenty feet higp, and in a line eastward are fourteen more that are 

fallen. The one that is now standing. I suppose to be that mentioned 

by Bruce on his entering Axum, a the. high road from Adowa leads 

close under it; though by the way in which Bruce has described it, 

th reader would be led to look for it above the convent of Abboo 
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or Abba Pantaleon, which is impossible, that place being 011 the 

very summit of an hirth eminence on the left hand side of the great 

road. After pa sing this obcli k on the right, there is a line of re

gular rock, in part resembling a rough wall, which is probably the (' 

same that Bruce has described as a wall of red marble surmounted 

by pedestals, (vide V in ground plan). We were not however able 

in any portion of it to trace the workmanshj p of art. Il seemed to 

be a ,regular stratum of rock left by nature, as I have often before 

een, forming the very htlse of the hill. It i of a loose, soft, chalky 

nature' but the influence of the air, and the mosses growing upon 

it, have formed a reddish coat on the surface. It is very irregular 
~ . 

ill its measltrement, in some places being twelve feet high, and in 

others not two, and is from ten to five feet across. Th re is no ap

pearance of pedestals upon it, but a little to the south are lying 

five pedestals or altars ( in ground plan) which are at present 

evidently removed from their proper situations. 

U The chief modern building is the church, which stands at the 

northern extremity of the present town, and eems in part to occupy 

the sitnation of an ancient temple. It has in front of it two flights 

of steps (0 in ground plan); the lower flights consist of twelve 

steps, one hundred and eighty-feet in length, and the ul per one of 

eight steps, thirty-six feet in length, with an interval of sixteen feet 

betw en the two flights: from the uppermost step to the church 

porch is thirty-eight feet. A row of broken pedestals still remain

ing before the church (C in ground plan), indicates the principal 

~ntrance. 

" The situation of the mOllument called the King's seat, has been 

already described, and the only additional circumstances that I have 


