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evening pre ented it to him. It excit~d gr~at admiration, particu lo 

lady th workmanship of the chair, and eight little angel flying 

around, wbich I bad finished highly on purpose to please him. 

" Pearce had several times hinted to me his wish to stay il.). the 

country, having been invited by the Ra , who promised to provide 

for him, and take him under hi immediate protection. I had 

hith rto , d~cJined any Q'pinion on the ubject, but rather advi ed 

him to the contrary, from a lear that he might be deceived in his ex" 

pectati ns I wa , however, very unwilling ab olutely to prevent his 

foll~wing the bent of hi inclination. as the disappo,intment might 

a continu~l subject of di content; 

his gratitude to was unbounded, for having res I d 

him from Mocha, and formed the only tie that J had upon him. He 

had however declared. that he would make no engagement without 

having previously obtained my approbation. The Ras this evening 

a ked bim the que tion in my presence; when I took the opportu

nity ,of teJIing him, that I sho1,lld leave him entirely to the guidance 

oehis own wi he , as I did not conceive my elfintitled to thwart him 

in any scheme oflife that he might choo to adopt. In consequence 

of my advice, he had iu the evening a personal conference with the 

Ra I who treated .him wilh great attention. He questioned him 

much with regard to his capacity as a soldier, his ability in paint

ing. and his knowledge of physic; to which Pearce very properly 

answered, that he was only slightly acquainted with the two latter 

.arts, but wQuld do hi t for him; that as to the other, it had 

been the employment of his life. The n t eDquiry as, whether 

he could writ and read . h; in both of hic he wu a toler-

ably load proficient. mod greatly to Ie e Ras, who . 
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said, that he hoped shortly to see more Englishmen; and' tha.t he 

would, in the mean time, provide him with every help for studying 

the Abyssinian language, that he might be of service in explaining 

their mutual wishes. He farther added, that he need be under no 

apprehension, as all the chiefs would treat him as a brother; that 

he would keep him always near his own person, and provide for 

him accordingly; that he should, in the first place, attend him on 

the expedition to Gondar, which would commellce as soon as wt: 

were safely on our journey, and afterwards he should have time to 

study the language, and make some drawings for the churches; 

which being done, he would have p mission to go into any part of 

~ tlrf...kingdom that he pleased, with a . cj ' ection from him, 

the Ras j and that wh never he became tired of his situation, should 

be provided with the means of returning to Massowah. To these 

terms P arce assented; and in reply to the first part of the Ras's 

speech, t~ld him, that being an Englishman, he never knew what 

fear was; with 'which the Ras was much gratified j and answered, 

that, though very old, his own feelings were the same. 

u I was of opinion, that Pearce's determination · t,o stay in the 

country might be of considerable importance, lor the following rea

sons: he is quick in acquiring any language, which will very much 

facilitate any intercourse hereaft r with the inhabitants. He writes 

well, and expresses himself with sufficient clearness on any subject, 

and possibly may be able to collect mut;h interesting information; 

if engaged in the wars ith the Galla, or if permitted to visit 

Gondar, or elsewltere, in which case, his leno ledge of drawing, 

which is for an untaught penron considerable, might be brought 

to g~ account. He is, so far as 1 have seen, ell inclined, and a ' 

\ 
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deserving man, and will not. I think, disgrace his country by cow

ardice or meanness. 

" Octob r 2.-1 spent this morning in making preparations for 

our journey, writiDg instructions for Pearce, and finishing some 

sketches of plants. At about three, I went, with Captain Rudland, 

down to the Ras. We found him in the farther yard, surrounded 

by a small party of his chiefs. He invited us to partake of their 

repast, as also Mr. Carter, whose company he sent to request. 

We w re, as usuaJ, sea d beside him, and were all much gratified 

with our entertainment. It being fast day we were regaled with 

h, whic were excellent, and with par hed 

wheat and peas, ripe: these constitute a consider,ahb 

part of the Ras's food on aU fast days. There were present the two 

great rivals, Uaharnegash Yasous, and Subagadis, seated on opposite 

sides, of the table; but the latter was only ill the second rank. It 

has general1y been observed by us, that young men, even of the 

highest rank and consequence, are kept much in the back-ground 

when in prel)ence of the Ras. 

" Basha Abdallah was sent for by the Ras, that we might have 

some conversation with him; it was entirely of a light description, 

not worthy of being recorded. The late Aboona's interpreter c.arne 

to pay his respects to me; he seemed to be in tolerable favour at 

court. On our t.aking leave, the Ras appointed a conference with us 

at an early hour on the morrow. 

" October S.-After taking coffee, about five we were informed 

that the Ras was ready to receive us. We entered upon the con

v nation\ by presenting him with as many of our dicincs as WI 

tho ht we coulcl pare, hi ,after enumerating tiJeQ' several uses, 

J 
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were put under the care ofPearc;e, who was then regularly engaged 

~ll his service. A singular request was made to us, with Wllich, 

however, as we found him earnestly bent upon it" we complied. 

This was to swear, that whatevet phy ic we left with him, should 

not poison him. This both Cap~ain Rudland and I did; by laying 

hold of his hand, and declaring, " tha~ in the presence of th~ God 

whom we both worshipped, we solemnly declal'e& that the physic 

we then left with him, was for his benefit, and not to injure any 

one." Hamed Chamie afterwards swore by Mahomed as to the 

justness of his interpretation. This. ceremony had a great effect upon 

the Ras; he seemed perfectly happ, in oonsequence, and declared 

.. he should ever esteem the Engh ~st friends. From 

this it would appear, that great respect is paid 'here to the solemnity 
, . 

of an oath. 

" After this I began upon the subject of Ollr journey, pressing him 

very strongly to permit lIS to return by the way of Adowa, as I was 

ext~emely anxious to have another examination of lbe ancient ruins 

at Axum. It was a long time before I could obtain this point, and 

I should never have been able to accomplish it, if the Ras haa not 

had a request to make in return, with which he was extremely 

desirous I should ·comply. This was, that I would make him a pre· 

sent of a blunderbuss, with a spring bayonet, which I had with me, 

belonging to Lotd Valentia. I at first refused, on the plea, that this 

was the only thing not in my power to give away; and on his urg~ 

irig it a second time, I begged to defer resigning it (ill I arriv d at 

Massowah. This would not satisfy him. He said, he wa ure that 

Lord Valentia wO'.lld let him have it with pleasure, when he knew 

how anxiously he desired it. Finding that no refusal would be taken, 

VOL. III. u 
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1 at length complied with the best grace in my power, telling him, 

that there was nothing in my possession belonging to Lord Valentia, 

which he so highly valued as this blunderbuss. 

" He- now expressed his intention of sending to Lord Valentia, a 

spear, a shield, and a knife, as specimens of the arms of the coun

try; that he would send his own knife, and whatever spear and 

shield I might choose. Among several spear I selected one with 

two heads, as being more curious than the others. We then pro

ceeded to settl~ about our IT e for the road: three had been 

given me by Baharnegash Yasous; the Ras told me that he would 

also give me three, and lend me' three others as far as Adowa, from 
" . 

which place I mqsi friend Basha Abdallah. Bearers w . ;-
, 

also to be provided by the Ras as far as Adowa, where I was to hire 

others to Dixan. This inconvenience attending our road, was before 

mentioned by the Ras; but the advantage that I hoped to derive 

from it, was much more than equivalent. The Ras sent me in the 

afternoon the spear and shield .. 

" October 4.-1 was engaged the whole of the morning in finish

ing some sketches, and making a few drawings of heads, and one of 

St. George and the Dragon~ for Pearce's usc. III the evening Captain 

Rudland and I went down to the Ra , and partook of his fait-day's 

repast. He expressed much pleasure on seeing us, and presented 

me the knife for Lord Valentia, which had been sent to have a 

new scabbard made for it. It j as handsome as the generality of 

those worn by the principal men in the country. It i8 however to 

be observed. that the Ras seems greatly to pride himself on the 

plainne of his dress and aCCOl,ltremcllts. He gave me a brace of 

partridges. that reJust br t in by his portlQneo; aud a little 
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after the large horns of the country being fortunat~)y introduced, 

he presented a very large one to Captain Rudland, and another 

of a finer sort to me, which was at the top nearly seven inches in 

diameter. All these horns are said to be bropght to Tigre from 

Gondar; but they are chiefly manufactured, or made into cups, in 

Gojam. The animal which produces them is called Gusht, or wild 

cow, which chiefly abounds in the province of Walkayt; but they 

are said to be domesticated in the province of Ras-eL-Feel. The 

llorns hang back on the Heck of the animal, from the skin of which 

shields also are made. This would lead to the supposition of its 

being a buffalo, were not the horns smooth, round, and very <1i£:' 

.. : ent from those of this last nameJ , anW~. ·The use which the 

Abyssinians make of the entire bOrIl , is to carry maize for them 

when on a journey. 

" We learned this evening from Basha Abdallah, that, in conse

quence ,of intelligence of the death ofOzoro Tuckai, at Axum, hav

ing just reached him, it would not be in bis power to leave Antalow 

at the time we had fixed upon, he therefore hoped that we would 

put off our journey till Thursday, the Ras also having lett rs to send, 

which would not be ready before. With this I, of course, complied. 

u October 5.-1 weilt down in the evening to the Ras, and find

ing him busily engaged with Basha Abdallah in private conference, 

I sat down with Captain Rudland to the chess-board; but we had 

not finished a game when the Ras came 'to us. He was in high spi

rits, and much pleased at finding us amusing ourselves. It was now 

communicated to us by Basha Abdallah, that he was desirous all our 

baggage should be got ready, th.at he might ascertain how many men 

would be required to carry it; he also hinted, that he wished me 
... 
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to mention to the Ras, my consent to stay until Thursday, in order 

to go with him; with which he was much gratified. I had after

ward private information from Basha Abdallah, that th Ras was 

highly pleased with the thought of an intercourse with England; 

and for thi purpose he wished much tha.t our ves els should come 

to Bure, as he had found the chief of that place, who had been with 

him duril1g my absence, extremely well inclined to our interests; 

that letters expr ing the e wishes would be expedited by Govern

III ut, 'and that so of t fine t cloths in lhe country were pre

paring as presents. 

u October 6.-1 was engaged in dra ing the picture 'of a young 

Galla boy,- kept at nt..~low by the Ra ', and thought to be 

son of a chief of high rank; he was ' taken ,in war when an infant, 

and much respect was paid him, being allowed several attend

ants. I also made a drawing of Pearce in his Abys 'inian dress. I .. 

paid a vi it to the Ras in the evening, as usual, and found much 

. company there, among others, Ozoro IRomai, and Ozoro Esther; 

.Jlasha Guebra Eyut, Barrambaras TokIu, Fit Aurad Zogo, the chief 

who distinguished himself 80 much on the day of the festival, and 

Ayto Selasse from Adowa. On our first entrance, we found a vio

lent dispute going on between the latter and . Barrambara ; both 

were pleading in strono terms their respectwe causes before the 

Ras, and confirming tl).eir asserti AS by g' ing their .right hands, 

and wearing by one f: t • ed oath~ .biFh i 'I ·eUcta 

Selasse emot," or u ~ he Ra die if it be ot : t.rue:· ........ The Ras 

lOon afterwards r . d'; and c bad· an opportunity of remark-

ing in .what a free .and unreserv¢ style the; A .. ans pass 

Barrambaras was ing with hi 
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head in the Jap of Ozoro Esther, whispering in her ear, and another 

chief was endeavouring to interpret between Captain Rudland and 

Ozoro Romai. There seemed indeed very little restraint among 

them; and I do not doubt that t bey carry t heir familiarity much 

farther, when perfectly 'at liberty in the houses of mutual friends. 

We waited till the return of the Ras, pa~d our compliments, and 

retired. 

" October 7 .-We were engaged as usual, in drawing and writing, 

and in the evening paid a visit (0 'the Ras, who was at his old occu

pation, chess. He was in higher spirits than in general, and invited 

u to stay supper with him: many ladies of rank were'present, but 

tp Romai was distinguished above all, by being seated on the 

Ras's couch. I understood she was only the mistres of Tecla Georgis, 

who for a short time filled the throne: she was fair, and possessed 

some remains or beauty. The discourse was, as usual, perfectly un

restrained. The old R,as encouraged tb freedom of conversation; 

he also himself offered Captain Rudland an Ozoro if he would 

stay in the country. On that gentleman' answering that he would 

return to him, " I fear," said the Ras, " that I shall be dead before 

that time." After supper, one of our Arab attendant, Seid, highly 

amused the Ras and his ladies, by the performance of some light

of-hand tricks, with swords and staves, at which the Arabs are ex

tre~ely expert. ' The Ras as indeed so much gratified, that he tried 

much to persuade him to stay in the country, making him many 

promises; to all of which he remained obdurate, saying," where my 

master goes, I will go; if he does not stay, I wiJI not, though I should 

receive a thousand -dollan." The evening., 'upon the wHole, was 

passed 'Very pleasantly, with great glee and merriment. 
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" October 8.-Basha Abdallah came to me early in the morning, 

and accompanied Captain Rudland and myself to the Ras. Every 

Ihing was final1y arranged for om'journey, which was to commence 

on Thursday morning. Two of our mules baving died, the Ras of

fered u two more as far as Adowa. Hadjib and Seid, our Arab ser

vants, were sent for by the Ras to amuse him with their feats, and 

he again tried much to persuade them to stay in the country. 

B The troops from the uifferent districts remained encamped 

on the Ilrrounding hiI1s; the chiefs had small tents made of the 

common cloth of th country, and their followers occupied con

venitmt sheds, formed with the branches of trees, covered with 

grass . 

. " In the evening we went to the Ras, and were again 'nvited to 

sup with him. Many young ladies of rank were present, among 

whom I noticed WelJeta Aram, a daughter of Belgaida Welleta 

Menasse, and the two fair daughters of Poolar, the chief cow keeper 

to the Ras. The first of ebrida Aram's daughters was also fair; the 

other, a daughter of the Ras's brother, was extremely dark, though 

possessing more regular features. The conversation this evening 

was of a more modest nature than usual; and, in their general be

haviour, these girls appeared to be much more reserved and deco

rous than most of the women of rank we had hitherto met with. 

The evening was passed pleasantly, but the Ras was far from being 

in good spirits. 

" October 9.-We had a visit this morning from our friend Ba

hamegaSh Yasous, who expressed great pleasure, both on account 

of the manner in which we had been received, and also at the idea 

of accompanying us on our return so far as Mauowah. We learned 
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that our friend Sul>agadis had been put in irons by the Ras, for 

some hasty word spoken to Belgaida Welleta Hannes, who enjoyed 

great consequence at the court. We ~ad also a visit from the keeper 

of the Ras's cows, who was daily in the habit of bringing us milk, 

in return for some physic that Captain Rudland gave him, to drive 

out, as he expressed it, " a devil in his inside;" which most fortu

nately succeeded. We were fu'lIy occupied with preparations for 

our departure, Guebra WeJIeta Selasse, at my request, obtained 

permission from the Ras to attend llS to Massowah, and anticipated 

much delight from seeing the ship, the guns, the great men, &:c, 

I used to call this fellow the Devil (at which he always laughed), 

IV ill cunning, deceitfulness, and perversity, I never have seen his 

equal; yet in travelling he was very useful to us, though difficult 

to manage. This man was originally a Mussulmaun, but has been 

converted to the Christian faith, and is now employed by the Ras 

as a messenger: for his pay he receives forty dollars and as many 

pieces of cloth per annum, and a mule; besides which, there is ,a 

piece of land assigned him, which yields forty gerbuttehs of grain, 

six of which sell on the spot for a dollar, and only four, if carried 

to Adowa. This, with what he gets on bis mission through the 

country, which we are told amounts to much more (especially 

when he is sent to settle any dispute about tribute), enables him to 

keep four servants; to three of whom he gives five pieces of cloth , 

and to the other, two, beside their food. We had repeated solici

tations from many persons, and from some of considerable couse

qncllce, to takc them with us to England; and, in fact, I bel ieve 

, . that therc are fcw who would not be ve.ry glad to go with us. The 

chiefi , it is true, fare ell; but as (01' the lower class, I believe that 
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they rarely get sufficient, even of the coarse tefF bread of which 

their food almost entirely consists. The pay of the Ras's soldiers, 

beside their food, is only from thirteen to fifteen pieces of cloth in 

the year, and his head builder has but six wdkea of gold a year, 

and two gerbuttehs of corn per month. Money seems to be an ex

tremely scarce. article,.from its being chiefly employed in the Mas

sowah commerce; and the want of small- currency for common use, 

is a rno t serious inconvenience throughout the country. The car

riage of a dollar's worth of al to any distance, would scarcely be 

repaid by the small sum which it produces; and that this is the 

case, can be Gnly owing to the cheapness of labour and provisions. 

The price of maize is 4bout one penny per quart. The value- Ola ' 
dollar at Antalow is equal to twenty-eight pieces of salt; but the 

greater part of the traffick is carried on by exchange. One piece of 

c1 £h (about a dollar) will buy five gerbuttehs of grain. 

" Letters were delivered to me this morning by the Ras, from his 

Sovereign, for the King of England, which I was requested to convey 

safely to Lord Valentia. With them several complete dresses of the 

finest cloth, manufactured in the country, were sent as presents, Xhese 

were delivered to me in great form. In the afternoon I went down 

with Captain Rudland to the Ras, and he invited us to partake of 

his fast-day's repast, consisting, as usual, of fish, Indian corn, and 

wheat grilled. He was kinder than ever in his attention to. us, and 

gave me, on their being accidelltally brought in, two rhinoceros's 

horns, and a partridge i the latter of which I sent to Mr. Carter . 
• 

I, in return, as a parting gift, presented the Ras with a convex lens, 

having observed his great d~light on seeing the effect of the sun's 

ray. through it, which I had before repeatedly tried on guDpowd~r, 
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and the cotton cloth s of some of his attendants. We afterwards 

took our leave with great, and, I trust, mutual regret, not knowing 

whether we should meet again before our departure, which we had 

fixed tor an early hour in the morning. 

" The kind attentions which we received from the Ras during 

our stay at Antalow, must ever make me remember him with res

pect and esteem; yet I do not consider him as a man of any great 

ability. He gained his power by cunning, rather than by strength 

of character; and though not remarkably brave, maintains himself 

in his high station by a dexterous management of parties. But to' 

. accomplish this, he sacrifices in n great degree the importance of 

- Iu s command; for to conciliate a chief, he will often remit a por

tion of his tribute. His power, notwithsta~dillg, is very great, and 

the district immediately under his rule i very extended, c .u· 

prehending, the whole of that part of Abyssinia which is to the 

eastward of the Tacazza, and which includes the provinces of Sire, 
Tigre El1derta, of which Antalow is the capital, Upper and Lower 

Burt, and the whole or'the Midre Bahar, or district borderin"g on 

the Sea. 

" After the cruel administration of Michael Suhul, the mild , 

government of the present Ras is most grateful to the Tigrian ;. 

and from the number of matchlocks in this district, it always has 

held, and is still likely to keep up a superiority over the more re

mote provi~ces of the empire. I had lio ' means of judging of the 

population, except from the land being cultivated wherever it 

admitt d of it, and from the number of the troops assembled at the 

review, which certainly exceeded ten thousand. More than double 

this number I understood, could be assembled in time of-war. 

VOL. lII. 
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" During the rainy season, from May to October, the Ras reside 

at Antalow. J do not exactly know what induced him to make 

choice of this place in pr ferenc to Ado'''la, but it appears to me 

ill calculated for a caphal, as wat~r i only to be procured at a con

siderable distance from the.<Jwelling houses, and there is not a sin Ie 

agreeable spot in the neighboUrhood fot' a re idence. It is also very 

difficult of acce ; but this ol>jection which, in more secure states, 

would ·be a great Inconvenience, is perhaps the very circumstance 

which gives-a peculiar ~alue to the situation, as it forms a barrier 

against the . ncursiejDs of the Galla. 

U A good deal of attention is paid to ceremony at Antalow. Most 

of tho e who come into the pre 'cnce of the Ras uncover themselv 

to the waist; others expose only the breast; and afterwards replace 

their garments. MUllsulmauns are permitted to appear befQr.e him 

with their heads covered, as also the priests, and some few of the 

Christian chiefs. All mechanics, or people empl yed in bu in ss, snch 

as cooking, Sec. wear a cloth about their heads. No one in public 

addresses the Ras without rIsing from the ground, and uncovering 

to the waist; but, after the fir t address, th yare often permitted 

to speak sitting. This does not hold good, however j in their private 

parties, where they are all huddled together on the groulxl in a 

most happy equality. Equals salute each other 'by kissing wh n

ev r they meet; and· repeat their compliments over aud over again 

like their neighbou the Arabs. With all their freedom, they 

2re crupulous 'observe of the laws of good breeding established 

among themselves, and a!'e particularly aUentive to their friends, 

especially at meals, where they make it a point to feed each other. 

The Raa wears a small piece of the finest cloth upon his htad, and 



ANTALOW. J57 

has always six or seven slaves in attend'anee, one of whom brushes 

the flies away with a . choury made of-cow's tail; (the business of 

anolher is to replace his garment, when it falls down from off his 

,. shoulders, unless the minister shoul,d be present, to whom this office 

then devolves. AU ranks appea~ed to stand in great awe' of his 

au~hority , except a few, favourite slaves, who seemed to be perfectJy 

at their .ease ; among. them were ·two blacks from Sennaar, who had 

'the hr:oad Negro features, a~d whose hair, the Ras once, observed, 

was like black pepper. 

" In tbe decisioQ of causes, which ever parly may be in the wrong 

it generally turns to the advantag~ of the Ras, who decides the 

malter. The parties begin by denying each other's statement: one 

then proceeds to say, tbat if he is found in the vrong he, will Ii eit 

to the judge a quantity of salt, a mule, slav'es o · gold, or whatever 

the other ' may be ,villing to stake upon ·his v~rac~ty \ ;fhe,other 

having agreed to a fixed penalty, the cause is put off·until farther 

evidence is brought, when lhe party in tb.e wrong is convicted and 

punished, only by the loss of what he had veluntarily pledged 

himself to risk: they then kiss the ground three,times, and retire. 

" I was informed that land descends by inheritance from father 

to son, and if there is no son, to the brother; but that all the chil

dren ,and relations have a claim to a maintenance. In defau 1 .... of 

kindrted, people often make over their land to a 'friend to be sold; 

half the produce going to the poor, aad half to the priests. The 

Ras never thinks of.removing any chief, or of interfering with him, 

~o long as the established tribute is paid. There are rna y of his 

relations, «> whom he has granted land free of all rent, among 

whom are Barrambarras Toldu, and Basha ·Guebra EyaLt. I en-



158 ANTALOW. 

quired , ifthere should he another Ras:whether they would he com

pelled to pay tribute? to whicn I was answered, no! they will plead 

not having paid it to the former. 

" Great men take as many wives as they please ,j but it is diffi- , 

cult to get rid of them, owing to their connections, who alway ' re

sent any affront offered to the women. Shum Woldo, in particular, 

had forty wives, and left behind him upwards of one hundred 

children. Having divorced one of his wives, her father made strong 

remon trances on th subject, and repeating this too often, the 

haughty Shum's temper was at last so much enraged, that he made 

an attempt in his anger to kill, the old man, by firing a matchlock 

at him. Marriages are very easily made up; the parties go to any 

frie 's house, and there enter into an engagement with each other, 

without the presence ~f a priest being necessary. 

" So far from epjoying a free intercoUl' e with the males, as is 

asserted by Mr, Bruce, it is certain that the married women are 

watched with some caution by their husbands, and even occasionally 

secluded from male society, aR in the case of Ozoro Mantwaub. 

So alive is the Ras to the feelings of jealousy I that he has never 

acknowledged his o~ly son, a child about three years old, in con

sequence of a suspicion of its mother's fidelity. Mr. Bruce has been 

equally incorrect in stating that bastards, or the offspring of a con

nection between the master and a domestic servant, can inherit the 

father's property. They ar in fact, considered as little better than 

menials, except that they are not obliged to work. They are savage 

in their treatment of children, yet respectful towards women, whom 

ne ertbelesS they, in our opinion, treat with little regard to decency 

in their con ersation; but the gross and disg tillS ccnes which 
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Mr. Bruce describes as following a brinde feast, I firmly believe ex

isted only in his own im~gination. His account of the flesh cut out of 

Ii ing animals was repeatedly enquired into by our party; all to 

• whom we spoke, denied its, ever being done. Raw flesh had been 

observed by al! t-ravellers, before Mr. Bruce, as th common food of 

the Abyssinians, but Mr. Bruce makes no distinction between the 

two, or rather wishes to confound them together, that he may 

seem to have the countenance of Poncet and the Jesuits; but none 

of them ever mentioned the eating of flesh stripped from a living 

animal, though Mr. Bruce is impudent enough to say that tbis was 

the ordinary banquet of citizens, and even priests, throughout all 

the country. The feast given by the Ra on the grand review of 

hi troops, at which we were present, was a most convincing proof 

to the contrary. 

" Calves and lambs are not eaten; but I doubt ifthis be not done 

from the prudential motive of k eping up the stock of cattle, the 

consumption of which is enormous. Wi1d·row 1 is also a prohibited 

article, which seems to be the adoption of a Jewish custom. Hog 

are not kept tame; but in opposition to the Jews, they seem to 

have no objection to them wild; a quart r was pre ented to Captain 

Rudland while residing with the Ras at Muccullah. With Mussul

mauns they will neither eat, drink, nor. smoke, but have no objection 

to do so with strangers, when convinced that they are Christians. 

They are least particular with respect to drinking, a I ,have re

peatedly seen them drink out or'the same cup. The Mussulmauns 

will eat of the bread and fish from the Ras's table, and even ill his 

presence. The higher orders ar~ extremely regular ill attending to 

the established fast days, which take up one third of the year, but 
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thi do s not h~ld good with the lower class, who devour, rather 

than eat, whatever they can get, at all time. They are charitable 

in assisting the distressed; ourJservanis .Qften saved bread to give 

to beggars" which .at the time that :we returned from .Adowa, were ~ 

very num.erous, sitting by the highway. Even to, dogs they are 

humane, though they dislike them, permitting them to have free 

access to their houses. 

" We had several strong instances of tHeir honesty to us, which 

might however have been cau ed by fear; for we witnessed many 

instances of their roguery, in attempting to .convey away articles 

belonging to the houses we stopped,at. They are also exceedingly 

suspicious of each other; which pretty strongly proves that tht; 

Jower classes are addicted to pilfering. All are eage~ for presents, 

which they frequently ralher demand than request. . 

" When I found that I must give up all hopes of penetrating 

beyond the Tacazza, I took every occasion to make enquiries of 

such persons as were likely to give me any intclJjgencc respecting 

the Nile. Their accounts genera1Jy a'f reed with each other; but it 

appeared to me that they spoke from hat they had, he;ard, and 

not from personal know ledge. Its sjtuation near the village of 

Geesh; the marshiness of the I}lain, the elevation of the spot 

whence it flows above the surrounding country, its circuit from 

Gojam, it course being distinguishable through the lake Dembea, 

were points familiar to them all; 'but tbey.diffi red considerably as 

to the number of fountains from which it springs, some speaking 

of three, others of four, and one person of nve; but this, they said, 

depended on the seasons; for if much rain Ie] I, the accumulation 

of water would force open fresb passages. Hadjee H med "had been 
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half way there when sent by the Jteghe to recover Mr. Bruce's lost 

property when he first attempted to visit the source of the Nile; 

but he confessed that he had no curiosity to go on; 'and like alI the 

others whom I had spoken ' to' on the subject, appeacred to attach 

some degree of my tery to Yagoub's anxiety, about what appeared 

to them all so uninteresting, 

" Both Christians and Mussulmauns spqke in high terms of the 

magnificence of Gondar, and the splendour of the court when the 

King and Ras were together; but as the scale of their ideas was 

extremely different from our own, it wa difficult to e tim ate rightly 

their assertions. From their flattering' account of Adowa, I was com

pletely deceived until I reached that place; and I houid Stl pect, 

that a visit to Gondar would be productive o~ the same disappoint

ment. The town has neither wall nor fortification. The principal 

building is the palace, to which are attached four chu{'ch~s, on at . 

eacb corner. In the rest of the town it is said there are rio les than 

forty-two. For the comparative splendour of these buildings they are 

indebted to the Portugueze, who erected them during the continu

ance of their power, and have left them as models for the artizan 

of the' present time. The want of wood, and rthe' difficulty of procur

ing' stone, have rendered the .little science which still glimmers in 

the country almost useles ,for they are ignorant of the art, of making 

brick. A few Greek artizans are generally to be found in the coun

try, but they are little better than the native workmen. The roofing 

of the houses and the neatness of·the thatching are most to be ad

mired, but this. is entirely done by the Falasha, or Jews, 

" The Royal family are no longer confined to the mountains of 

Wechnc. 01' Way-gnc; this custom having been abolished some 
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years ago. They are nOw living dependent on the chiefs of the dif

different provinces. 

" The charming Ozoro Esther is dead, but a dallghter or her's is 

1 iving at Gondal'. Tecla Mariam, her companion, the beautiful 

daughter of the secretary of that name, Ayto Aylo, Ayto Confu, and 

most of the other friends of Mr. Bruce, are also no more ; but the 

families of the two last are living at the capital in considerable 

splendour. 

H The manufactures of Abyssinia are but of trifling importance. 

They have the cotton plant in many parts, particularly around 

Adowa; but they are unacquainted with the method of separating 

the cotton from the seed, and therefore import it from fndid, in a 

state fit for working up into their ure es. Co~rse carpets are made 

in Samen, and at Gondar, from the wool and hair ' of the sheep and 

goats, which are dyed red, and light blue; the fortner from a tree 

called Haddie, the latter from a plant resembling Inuigo{era. They 

also procure a yellow dye from the Mocmoco, and a black from an 

earth: they have no dark blue. 

" Knives are made at Adowa, spears and razors at Antalow; the 

iron they procure from Sennaar and Walkayt, a district about six 

days journey from Adow~, and also from Berbera, between which 

place and. Gondar a considerable trade is carried on; the Abys-

sinians carrying 'with them ivory, slaves, and horses, and bring-

ing back iron, cotton, and India goods: the latter make their way 

to Ras-el-Feel, where the kafila from Sennaar halts and makes its 

purchases. The profit the Abyssinians receive is ~upposed to be 

one hundred per cent. on these articles, which have. before been 

loaded to at least an equal amount either at M cha or Aden. Kafilas 

,. 
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travel between Darfur, Funge. and Gondar j but I was not able to 

obtain any accurate information of the different articles in which 

they trade. 

" The revolutions·in Abyssinia have been still more frequent 

• since the departure of Mr. Bruce, whose history is in general accu

rate. The following short sketch may be found not uninteresting: 

it was received from Ligantur Metcha, a priest of some rank, having 

married Ozoro Brelhe, daughter of Sultan Hannes, and who was 

sent to me by the Ras, as being well acquainted with the recent 

changes in Abyssinia. , 
" Yasous the Second reigned twenty-five years, which agrees ex-

aetly with Bruce's account. 

u J oas succeeded him, and reigned fourteen years. The character 

of this prince, the events of his reign, and his assassination by Ras 

Michael Suhul, as related by Bruce, were all confirmed by the tes

timonyof my informant. To 10as succeeded Hanne I who after a 

reign of only five months died of disease, and not of poison, as stated 

by Bruce. 

" Tecla Haimanout, son of Hannes, a remarkably fair and hand

some man, 'sllcceeded to 'the throne. He was ' greatly attached to 

Ras Michael Suhul, who, during hi reign, was often in a state of 

open hostility with Fasil of Gojam, whom he beat at the battle of 

Fagitta; a short time after which, as Ligantur Metcha remembered, 

Bruce came into the country. A powerful party was formed against 

Ras Michael, alld Gusho was made Ras; upon which the old war

rior retired to his prOVince of Tigre, to the government of which 

Kefla Yasous never 'WaI considered as having a title. After reigping 

, oig t years, TeclaH ' · auout was,driven from his thronebyWordo 

TOL. III. y 
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Wossan (Powussen), and soon aft~r died in retirement at Waldubba, 

leaving one son, Welleta Solomon. It is singular that the dethrone

ment of this king should have happened through Powussen, in 

exact conformity with the remarkable prediction recorded by Bruce 

in his account of the black eagle. 

"Upon this vacancy, Ayto Solomon, in no way related to his 

predecessor, succeeded (0 the throne. This king was a son of Ayto 

Edayut, and was supported by the forces of Begemder and Gojam, 

headed by Powus en and Ras yto. The reign of this pnnce con

tinued only two years, and upon his death Tecla Georgis, brother 

of Tecla Haimanout, was raised to the sovereign authority by Confu 

Adam and Ras Ayto, who then commanded the provinces of Go jam, 

Maitsha, the Agows, and Damot. In the second year of this reign 

died Ras Michael Suhul, at Adowa, in the eighty-eighth year of his 

age (A. D. J 780) and was succeeded in the government of Tigl'e by 

Welleta Gabriel, his son. Tecla Georgis having reigned only five 

years, was dethroned, and after wandering about the country for 

several years, at 1 ngth retired to the mountain of Waldubba, where 

he still continues. To him succeeded Yasous the Third, who was 

raised to the supreme power by Ra Ayto. The new king died of 

the small ~pox, after reigning four years, and was succeeded by 

Beda Marian, through the united interests of Ras Ayto and Degashie 

Welleta Gabriel, Governor of Tigre, the latter of whom soon after 

died at the age of thirty-two, being slain in battle by Ras Ally, of 

Begemder . 

• , After a reign of two years Yasous was dethroned by Ras AlIy, 

Gov~rnor of Begemdct·, supported by the Edjow Galla; upon which 

he retired to SameD, and stilllivCl thero under the protection of 
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Ras Gabriel, governor of that province. His successor was Ayto 

Ischias, son of the last Sultan Yasous, who after having enjoyed the 

sovereignty for six years, was dethroned by Ras Merrid, SOIl of Ayto 

ofGoj'am, and obliged to fly from his capital j but (since the acces. 

• sion of his son) he has returned, and is now alive at Gondar. Ras 

Welleta Selasse, in conjunction with Merrid, raised Ayto Solomon, 

son ' of Tecla Haimanout, to the throne; he was not, however, able 

long to hold the situation, though supported by Tigre, for after 

t~o years he was dethroned, and fled for protection to Ras Welleta 

Selasse, and is now living at Axum. 

(C The province of Begemder now gained the superiority, and 

Ras Iserat of that province placed Ayto Iunus on the throne; he 

had reigned however only three months, when Guxo, chief of the 

Edjow Galla, and ,son of Guangue mentioned by Bruce, removed 

him, and placed Ayto Edimo, brother of Tecla Georgis, on the 

throne. Iunus fled to Lasta, and now lives under the protection 

of the governor of that province. Ayto Edimo lived but two years 

afterwards, and was succeeded by Ayto Gualoo, the present King, 

who likewise was set on the throne by Guxo, the latter having eve);' 

since maintained considerable power at Gondar. 

" The preceding narrative is probably true, as it agrees with the 

circumstances of the country; and the period of the several reigns, 

taken together, exactly coincides with the time t.hat has elapsed ' 

since the days of Joas the First. 

" Wellcta Gabriel commanded in Tigre .eight years, after which 

Guebra Mascal was appointed by Tecla Georgis; but the latter had 

scarcely taken possession of his province, when he was attacked by 

WeUeta Selasse, thell commanding in Enderta, who seized his person, 
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and after keeping him some timet in confinement, gave him a vil

lage, where he died a few months ago. 

" Welleta Selasse has ever since commanded in Tigre, and was 

made Ras about seven years ago, at the acces ion of Ayto Edeneo, 

whom he was principally instrumental in raising to the throne. 

" He has during his command in Tigre been engaged in several 

conte ts: an account of some of these' I give, as extracted at A~um, 
from the chronicles of thi period. 

" Fourteen years ago ~he present Ras marched through the pro

vince of Tigre, which was in a tate of rebellion, almost to the 

borders ofSamhar: itwas at the time of harvest, and he destroyed 

the whole country before him; he cut off the heads of all the chiefs 

in rebellion, and the inferior subjects he sold as slaves. After his 

return, he gave his niece in marriage to Fit Aurari Zogo, on which 

there were great rejoicings: he afterwards paid a. visit to Axum, to 

make his peace with God, attended by a great assemblage of war

riors. He then carried the war into the province of Sire, where a 

general alarm spread among the inhabitants; and not even the 

strongest holds were able to resi t his power, for he carried destruc

tion before him wherever he went; never was there such a hero 

known since the the time of Fogara Yasous. 

" After this he crossed the Tacazza, went into Samen, made an 

. alliance with Ras Gabriel , and staid three days feasting in hi ca

pital. Being joined by Ras Gabriel, he attacked the provinces of 

Walkayt, Gojam, and Begemder, then governed by Ras Ayto and 

Aguldon Welled Gabriel, brother of Ras Israel. He dispossessed the 

chiefs of their power, and obliged them to fly from their provinces: 

they sought assistance from Hamed, then Nayib of Masso all, who 
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refused it on the plea, that" he was as mU0h afraid of the .Ras as 

they were." On thi they went to the Ras, humbled themselves 

with stones on their necks, and cons nted to pay any tribute that 

he might demand. The Ras restored them to their commands; they 

afterwards drank out of the same cup, and were as brothers. 

" Tusfarten, Baharnegash of the country lying between tho Nayib's 

and Tigre, terrified at what was passing, came in with immense 

tribute, which he had long before neglected to pay. From this time 

pre ents were interchange between Ras Gabriel of Samen and Ras 

Well eta Selasse, which it would seem were always in favour of the 

latter, for the former oon grew tired of the intercourse, and sent 

to WeHeta Selasse, acquainting him that he might as well be subject 

to him, as be obliged, to make present equal to an annual tri

bute. On this Well eta Selasse collected his forces, crossed the Ta

cazza, and marched again~t Gabriel, who had shut himself up in 

the strong hold of Amba-hai. There was but one po,ss known by 

which this hilI was accessible; yet after a long siege the Ras over

came every difficulty, and got possession of the hill, which, to his 

great astonishment, he found deserted, Ras Gabriel having fled with 

all his people by a secret pass. The conqueror in his anger laid the 

whole place in ruins. Gabriel then sued for peace, and the Ras again 

put Amba-hai under his command, after having obliged the inha

bitants to go over to Axum, and swear allegiance to his person. 

B fore matters were settled, Gabriel had come towards Adowa with 

a stone on his neck, but was met on the road by Nebrida Aram, 

who brought him the good intelligence of the Ras's forgiveness. 

, Presents of great value, consisting of a red tent, gold, muskets, &c. 

were made by Raa Gabliel on this occasion; and for some time 
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afterwards he never saw any of the Ras's people without treating 

them with great marks of respect and honour. These transactions 

happened in the year 1195; but the chiefs have been at war three 

times since. Every pacification, however, has been concluded in 

favour of Well eta Selasse, and they are at present on the best term ' 

of friendship. 
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" OCTOBlR 10.-W E were much astonished at hot heating any thing 

of the mules ot baggage till nearly eight o'clock, when at last Guebra 

Stlasse caitle, and there began to be something like the appearance 

of preparation; many difficulties were however started about tho 

quantity of the baggage, and the number of mules required, and 

it was twelve before every thing could be arranged satisfactorily. . 

" We then went to the Ras, and paid him out compliments for 

all his kind attention t~ us; when I tobk this last opportunity of 

again tt!commending Pearce to his protection, as his own guest, 

and our countryman. This he most feelingly promised. Our patt

ing was an unpleasant moment to us all: the Ras, himself, was 

much affected, and could not speak at the time he took us by the 

hands. 

" AtJ OUt road layover the ground which we had twice passed 

before, there temamed nothing paTticular to be observed; the ve

getation was getting brown f the corn fast ripening, and the soil 

as ih patt turned to a fine dUst, which indicated approaching 

heat. 

H. We' travelled only a short distance, and stopped at the village 

of Fiana, cornmande ' y Ayto Guebra, who had been sent forward 

by the Ras from Antalow to prepar~ accommodations for us. We 

were sO<f1 overtaken by our g1:lide, Guebra Selasse, who had the 

VOL. Ill. z 
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charge of our cattle, which formed a considerable drove; the Ras 

having given us nine bullocks and ten sheep, that we might be se

cure of provisions 011 the road. 

"October It.-We were detained some time in the morning by the 

loss of one of our mules, which had strayed away in the night, and 

while waiting, we took for breakfast some bread, milk, and boiled 

mutton, the remainder of a sheep that was presented us by the 

master of the village 011 the evening before. After passing the 

brook at the bottom of the hill, we turned off to the left, out of the 

road by which we had before gone to Muccullah, and ascending 

a hill, we came into the plain of lambela, by almost imperceptible 

descents, and baIted by the side of a clear pool of water, under a 

momu.nna* tree, which, though scarcely in leaf, afforded a most ex

cel1ent sh~lter. A little before us was the village of Debre, which we 

afterwards passed on tbe right, and about two miles beyond came to 

Neguida, where we were to rest for the night. In the c?urse of the day 

we saw a profusion of the white jasmine in flower, the blossoms of 

which differed in the number of segments of the corolla, which 

vari d from four to six. Though part of the corn was gathered, 

and the gr ater part of the remainder nearly ripe, yet there were 

but few of the inhabitants ploughing, or rather, as Captain RudJand 

said, disturbing the stones; for the ground was here at least in 

three parts out of four covered with them. Soon after our arrival 

we were joined by our baggage: the master of the house presented 

us with a bullock, and brought a small quantity of maize, and two 

hundred and fifty ca~es of bread. Our pa as at this time so 

large, that I was obliged to make a considerable addition to this 

• A large specie, of Mimosa. 
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allowance to my attendants, for their immediate consumption. The 

bullock might indeed have been enough; but as the greater part 

of my bearers were Christians, they would not eat what the Mussul

mauns killed , nor would the rest, who were Mussulmauns, eat what 

the Christians had killed , which often put me to g~eat inconve. 

nience in providing for them both. I had, in all, about thirty in 

number, besides my own party. The master of the house was 

named Ayto Ro sie j his son was the handsomest and fairest man 

whom we had seen in the country j he married a daughter of Fit 

AUl'ari YasQus. 

" October 12.-We left Neguida soon after sun rise, and passing 

through a country in great part covered with brushwood, came at 

length by a long though gradual descent, into a vale, through which 

runs the stream of Gibbe, on the banks of which we halted about a 

mile and a halfbelow the Ras 's deserted mansion. Our road then lay 

over a hill to the east of the narrow valley, which brought us in a 

direct line to the church of St. Michael, on the top of the hill where 

I before parted from Shelika W e~leta Raphael. Here we found a 

copious spring of water flowing from the summit through a small 

aqueduct, constructed wit~ little art by the inhabitants. This spot 

is on all sides surrounded with trees and shrubs, so as to form 

altogether a beautiful retreat. Hence we traveJled partly over the 

old road to Atbara, a wretched vilJage belonging to Basha Toclu 

Shum, of the district o£.Giralta. This chief had sent no orders 

from Antalo that we should be supplied with provision, we there

fore got only two goats and one hundred loaves of bread, and were 

obliged to kill for our people one of our own bullocks. 

" Oct ber la.-We left the Baslta's residence ~ith much satis-
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faction, being h~ppy to quit so inhospit~b]e ~ vil1ag~. We p~ssed 

over t:Qe same ground as befor~, ~n.d d cended ~he pass of Atbara~ 

We had just before observed to the right some ruined house , ox: 
r'\ther caves, dug out in the perpC;:Qdicular side, of a ~llgh project

ing rock, nea\, the bottom of the ascent: we saw a, few monk;eys of 

the same spec~es ~s those brought about the streets of Mocha; and 

two Abba Gu~bas, sea,ted ~ state on the brapph of a wtt;le spread

illg tree. 

" Veg~ ation seem to be remarkably quick in its progress h~r ; 

for several trees, which were just blooming when we passed pefore, 

wc;:re J;lOW ~overedr w.ith seed near~y ripe. On. entering the plain, 

we turned off im~~di~tely to the left~ and proceeded almost" ul,ile 

to the vill~g~ 0 Ma,qua(ea, quilt PAI.'tly Qn so~e hugtf masse of 

roc~ that ha,ve fallen, {rom the mountains above~ ~np partly under 

the ledg Qf the mouptain ~tse1f. There are a fe.w Jarg,e Daroo 

trees i1Dmedi~tely b~low, and a spring of w,ater issu,ng fl10m undet: 

one of them. The houses 'aJ;'e all very sD;lan aJ;ld it appfj~s 1,1.PQn 

the whole a wretched plac~, though built in a wil<;l an<J. romantic 

$itu.ation. It is iJ;l th~ district of T~wbra, now u~der Barral1}b~r~ 

rokla, who, \t Ip.ay I;>e Qbservcd, is no rel~tjp.Q, ~o the ~hp~ of 

. Giralta. 

" We obta,ined frox;n thls vilJ~gc;: two hundrcp caJecs ofbrea4 a,od 

\ wo goats. In the evening I received a, rpcsspge from Basha Abdjll

l~h, informing me of his ~rrival in the Dei hbourhood, and ~hat ~e 

should be glad to proce~d qn 'fith ,,8 to-morrow., l se~ bac1~ a 

prqper answ.er, a.,.d a present of, cow~ 

October 14.-W~ left the village of Maqua~~ at ~ earl,. ho~r, 

by which our oppQJ:tu~,ties of .,bOQtipg . ly ~~~, as 
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tbe bir~ always retire to the tree for shelter soon 'after au,nrise. 

Having passed through the valley of Gullibl1ddah, we arrived at 

the river, on the bank of which we had before halted. There we 

fOlmd Basha Abdallah, who received us with much attention, and 

pl"ovided us with some hot bread and maize. Afterwards we passed 

Qve a ridge of high ground into the di trict of Tsai, and turning a 

]i~tle to the left Qf our old path, proceeded to the mansioQ of Ayto , 

Ischias, the chief of the district. To the east of tpi place, and about 

nine miles distant, is the strong hill of Amba Harimat. On this hill 
• 

Deghaie VVell~ta Gabriel killed, a few ye,ars ago, with his own hand, 

Deghaie Welleta Raphael, grandson of Belletana Gueta Toclu, of 

Adowa, who had occupied it as an imp egnable post", Here also 

Debib of Nega he, Deghaie 'foclu, Shum of the district of Giralta, 

and Ayto Rossie, resisted ~ll lhtl power of W. eHeta ela se, after he 

had subdued the rest of the province (seventeen years ago), 0 long 

and uccessfully, that he was compelJed at ]a t to. grant bern their 

own terms. To the north are the villages of ~ebitQt and, Toorho, 

given by the Ras to Gusmatie uebra Michael, after he had driven 

him from his command of the province of Tigre. He is said to 

have died here, much regretted, about a yeaI' ago. 

"The master of the mansion being absent, we received a cow 

ftom his lady, who in the course ~f the day sent a messa,ge to Cap

t~in RudJand, requesting his company. 

" October IS.-We set out at an early hour, and pas ed. over a 

wild country thickly cover~d with brushwood, till, after desc,end .. 

ing ~ ste t we eAtered the plain where, 'in my formerjourney, 

we; h"d seen the J>la,ck eagle.e took . so~e refreshment by the side 

~ ~JfQOk. ~d tben waodered ailout 10 ""arch of bird" bul 
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met with ~lOne that were new to us, excepting a kingfisher, or a bird 

much resembling it. 

" Hence we turned off rather more to the west than we had 

formerly done, .leaving Ounah Samuel on our right, as alsq the 

mansion of Basha Guebra ' Eyut, and proceeded to the valley of 

Damo, in which was situated the house of a son of Gusmatie Ischias, 

and grandson of Ras Michael, to whom we had already been intro

duced by .the Ras at Antalow. We found th . master of the place 

particularly agreeable, a d 'illing to accommodate us in every 

respect; he spoke with pride of hi grandfather, yet owned that he 

did not regard the lives of his subjects. He was accompanied by his 

cousin, the son of Deghaie Gabriel, whom I before Itaw at Adowa, 

who was now humbled at the farther end of the room; and, after we 

had taken our repast, was happy .to make with his body a footstool for 

his cousin. Gusmatie (schias 's two wives were also present, one old, 

and the other young, fair, and handsome. Hamed Chamie declared, 

at first sight, that she would bring in Arabia one' hundred and fifty 

dollars .. There were other ladies p esent, particularly the young 

and beautiful wife of Nebrid Aram: they were all in high spirits, 

and by their agreeable conversation made the evening pass away 

very pleasantly. 

" October 16.-We parted from our kind host at an early hour, 

and proceeded on our journey. It is remarkable that the Ras per

mits this chief's father to keep the title of Gusma~ie, or Governor, 

of Tigre, of which all his family are not a little proud. 

" The road this day brought us into our olt!. path Ilea e village 

of Occabess~, whence we agai~ turned otf westward' over the moun

tain of Adowa; for it seldom if ever happens, as far as I ~ve ob-
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served, tbat the Abyssinians travel twice over the same road, each 

persoll following the path that appears to him most convenient; all 

being alike good, or rather, properly speaking, bad. 

" Ori our arrival at Adowa, we found the house In which I had 

• before slept so filled with fleas, that no person would venture to 

stay in it; in consequence, we were under the necessity of adjourn

ing to one of the haunted apartments. Provisions were soon after 

sent us by Basha Abdallah, who himself paid us a visit in person; , 

as , also did several of the principal men of the place. The remain

der of the day we passed in a jovial war, leaving all our business 

for the morrow. 

" October I 7 .-We went at an early hour in the morning, ac

cording to promise, to visit Basha Abdalla, much against the wish 

of our guide, who did not approve, in the least, of. any Arabic con

versation. The Basha treated us with great attention, having a 

curry and maize in readines for us; and we gained, ring our 

visit, ~uch interesting intelligence, there being present an old man, 

at that time in the service of Vannest who went hence with Bruce 

to Gondar, and several other persons well acquainted with the 

tran actions of the ~ast thirty-five years. They agreed in telling 

us, that Bruce passed four months at Adowa; that he did not speak 

the language of Tigre, but afterwards made himself in part ac

quainted with the Amharic; that he was two years at Gondar, 

and visited the source of the Nile, and was robbed of his books and 

instruments; that two of the battles of Serbraxos were fought some 

time (two years) before he caJIle into the country, and that a third 

engagement took place afterwards at the same spot, at which, 

Bruce was not present, as be never went out to war, and 
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at the particular time alluded to was actually at Gondar; that the 

king gave him a house, but no land, commau,d, or employ, during 

his stay in the country; that he was a good horseman, and used 

to shoot from his saddle; that he had two interpreters, Michael, 

and Georgis, of whom one spoke Greek, and the other wrote • 

Arabic; and that when he was at Adbwa, he resided in the house 

of Vannes, who sent fifteeh mules for him down to Dixan. 

" I was al 0 confirmed in a fad, that I had lately heard, but had 

hesitated to commit to paper, from a doubt of its truth :-After Ras 

Michael Subul's disgrace at Gondar, Kefla Yasous was appointed to 

the province of Tigre, of which he took possession accordingly. 

Soon afterwards Ras Michael gained his liberty, marched directly 

into the province, where his party wa still very strong, and with 

little resistance reinstated himself in his ' co~mand. Kefla Ya ous 

falling into his hand , he first made him pay five hundred wakeas 

of gold; d not satisfied with this, caused both his eyes to be 

plucked out, an4 his hands and feet to be cut oif, and in th~s con

ditio1l exposed him in the court yard of the house at Adowa to the 

sun by day, and the rain and cold by night; no one was permitted, 

on pain of death, to give him a mouthful of water: and yet in this 

horrible state he remained for a space of nearly two days before he 

died. 

"Gusmatie Ischial wag bold enough to object to this act of 

cruelty in his grandfat~er; and this protest has since, perhaps, been 

the means of saving himself and the residue of his family. It i 

said that the present Ras was appointed to the government, as a 

co pensatiOD for the death of his father. 

" It i. singular, that tboUJh -we passed three month in the 
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country, we llever he~rd the subject hinted at before we last left 

Antalow by any person whatever; nor could we ever learn what 

had become of the Ras's father . After our return from the Basha" 

we had a visit from the Negeda Ras's, or head-men of the town, who 

brought us a sheep curry, bread, maize, boosa, and a pumpkin. 

" After leaving orders with Hamed Chamie to buy mules for us, 

and hire more for our baggage, Sec. we determined to proceed to 

Axum· on the morro\ , which, however, I could not finally arrange 

without having a di pute with our guide. The evening pa sed very 

pI asantly, as we . were at a place where we could procnre, for 

money, whatever the country produced. 

" October J B.-We left Adowa about eight o'clock, and proceeded 

~o Axum by the same road that we had travelled on our former 

return thence; the path lie through the plain, alld is much in

commoded wilh stones, as are also the cultivated lands around, the 

inhabitants never troubling them elves, a I have before mentioned, 

about removing any sllch incumbrances. On our arrival opp site 

the eastern hill of Axum we dismounted from our mul s, for the 

purpose of examining more closely into the nature of tI e stone 

composing this hill, and also the better to survey the ancient reo 

maillS in its vicinity. 

" After taking a vi w of the obeli k that is still standing, of which 

a drawing has been given, we proceeded again to the church, re

examined all the pedestals, the square inclosure, and the slab, on 

. which we found 110 trace of an inscription, except the short Ethiopic 

one before mentioned; and we ere all of u satisfied that there 

never had been allY oth r. The stone of the slab is of the same rrrey 

granite a all the other remains. We were then conducted to the 

AA 
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mansion in which ,*e had before taken up our residence. I now made 

many ->enttuif'ies after another sane with writing upon it, telling 

them that i was well iuforn1~d there 'was a second, like the one which 

had before copied. All the people present as ured me that there r 

was no other, except some boys, who said they ould go at d show 

me one. As I was determined to procure every possible information 

on the subject, I went out, accompanied by Captain Rudland, to a 

spot about three furlongs outh-we t of the obeli k: here we found 

larg tOllCS of rallite r gltlarly cut, piled two ~,~d two, and plac d 

at regular distances (as in the plate of the ~uins ofAxum marked A ), 

which evidently appear to ha~e formed part of the foundation of some 

ancient edificel AJl ut two hundred yards south of this, in an inclo-

'sure of one of the houses, we were shewn the entrance, as it appeared 

to me, of orne subterraneou building, completely filled up; at 

least the upper stone" are now on a level with the earth. These ' 

stones are very regularly laid (as may be seen in the drawing of them 

Irlarked B, in the plate above referred to), and kept at exact inter

vals from eaoh other by loose stones, at least so they app ar e~ter

nally; three hUIldred yards from these are others not so regularly 

laid (as C of the same plate); but on bone of these did we meet 

with even the least appearance of any inscription, and were glad to 

return to oU,r habitatiou; having kept fast hitherto during the day. 

1 al 0 made very strict enquiries among the priests on this subject, 

but wholly without sucCess; all of them agreeing that they never 

heara of any other insctiption than that which I had already copied. 

While our meal was preparing, we went down to the church-yard, 

where I took a teh of all those pedestals and altars remaining which 

I had not before dra n,.and ~ected my fortner observ itions; in 
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which, however, I was glad to find that I had little alteration to 

make. 

, " We again searched more accurately for Bruce's inscription; but 

nothing like it was to be found. After dinner we proceed,ed to the 

obelisks, measuring and examining all of them, beginning with th 

we ternmost one. There are seven large ones, a we now discovered, 

all ornament.ed flearl y in the same manner as the 'one now standing; 

the smallest is thirty-si feet long, but the d'imen ions of the largest 

cOllsi~erably exceed the erect one. Behind these i another small 

faUen one, which has almost completelr bql'ied itself, on which a 

shi~ld is sculptured. It was dark' by the time we re(urned. 

1\ October 19.- We proceeded at day break to the inscription, 

and examined it letter' by letter, Captain'Rqdland' haYing one of 

my copies in his hand, and Mr. Carter anoth r, \vhich they cor

rected as I read it over. We found ~t the bOttom of the tone several 

(11ore I Hers than we had- at first· beert able to trace, but not an 

entire line; and it now appeared that we had the whole of the 

inscription. 

" For the purpose of elucidating the contents of this inscription, a 

copy of it is given, etched by myself, in which I have endeavoured, 

as far as was practicable, to give the pred e form of each of the 

letters, several of which, ' from the effects of time, were dubious . . 

Many errors of course occurred; but thelie have proceeded almost 

~ntirely from the similarity of some of the Greek characters, u ed 

in the inscription, to each other, as alpha (A) and (1\) lamhda, epsi" 

Ion (E) and (1:) sigma, gamma ,(r) and-rho (p), kappa (K) and. beta 

(B), delta (~) and lambda (A), omicron (0) and (9) theta. All these 

diflic Iti' 'I have been fortunate enough, by attention to the 1mb-
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ject, and the assistance of several friends, to clear. up; and at pre

sent, Dr. Vincent, who most kindly has given me every assistance 

in his power, considers the whole inscription, with the exception of 
I 

one passage, as perfect. 

U For the following copy of the inscription in !ll0dern Greek ~ha-

racters, together with the notes, I am indebted to Dr. Vincent. 

1 Ae'?;'QlvQl~ BI¥(T,'Alv~ ACtlJf'e'TtlJv "t:i.., 
2 0f''IP'TtlJV "QI' T~ Pl¥e,dQlv "QI' A,9,-

3 O7rtIJV "QI' kQl~Qle'TtlJlI "QI' T~ k,'AE'I 

4 Itl¥' ""If Tj(~f'tIJ XQI' B~YQleITtlJV "QI, T~ 

5 KQle~ bQl(f''AEv~ bQl(f,'AEtlJlI UIO~ gelf 

6 QlVI"'IT8 AeEtIJ~ ATI¥"T'I(1'QIIITtlJlI 

7 "GtTGt "Gt'eOV T~ e~v"," TtlJlI Bl!eQle,-

8 Tt.lV Ql7Te;e,'AGtf'Ev1 T~~ 'If'eTeeOV, 

9 Qlde'Acp~~ ~~IQl?;'QlVQI "QI' TOil Ad'lCPQlI/ 

1 0 T~T~' 7TO'AEf''1(fQl, "QlI 7TGteGtdedtIJ-

11 "OTtlJlI QlUTt.l1/ U7TOTI¥EQlI/TE~ QlUTIf, 

12 'IYQlYov 7TeO," '1f'QI" f'6TQI "QI, TedV ge Ef'-

18 f'GtTtlJlI GtUTtlJV {30f!JVTf. * t,- * * "Qll 7TeO-

14 bl¥TtlJlI> * * * * "Gtl "T'IVCtJV IIt1JTOCPOeCtJII 

15 ~p&t¥GtvTe~ QlUT~' {30!(1"IITE ~ ""' '7TI(1"1'-

16 f'tIJ QlI/II(.o1I1' 1 7TOTI?;'ovTe, QlUTIt," ?;'UTtlJTe 4 

17 "QI' 0111(.01 "I¥I UdP'Uf'QI(1'11I 7TI¥VTQI' ." Xoe-

18 TQI(1',CXV' O,T'II., '1(1'1¥1I TOil QlP,9f'01l {3Q1(1'IAI(1' 

19 JtOI eE (fUV Till 0X'AIII I¥VTIIIII TOll Gtp19f'01l * • * *6 
20 IIl1lA1VeU0f'EII0,7 "Gt9 .JCt¥a"T'I1i fJf"fQIII t¥p-

!U Tit' ~ITmt' * * * * ,,"I 0111011'+ .7T1 ",'III"" 

Where this mark • occurs the reader will refer to the original. • 
t Tbis reading was suggested by the Dean of Litchfield. 
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• 22 Axp"tr It ~"I¥')'1Itrlll ~UTIf~ 7I'eo, 'fJfA-~~ 

2~l 'TW,o OUII dlAle'ltrl¥fA-EJlOI ~1J'T01' 7I'~IIT~ 'T~ E?r' 

24 IT'fJde~, JC.~I ~fA-~,&tr~II'T!' ",&1-01l''1trl%lI JC. 

25 JC.~"'E!:'1tr~fA-£1I £1' TIII~ 'T07l'01l 'T'I' "fA-eTfe~~ XlAI-

26 e~~ JC.«.AIlfA-&IIOIl M~TfA-I%JC.. fJC.EAeUtr~fA-fll ~U-

27 'Til, 7I'~AIJI ~lIl1fJJlleUetrB~1 7I'~e~trx0fA-eliol 

28 TOI, eE ~trlll to {3~trIAel'JC.ol,1I -:c * * {301%' * >:: U7f'eed& 

29 eUXIXelrjTIIX, 'Til EfA-E yellll'ltrIX~TO' ~1I1JC."TII Ae'fJJ' 

, go IXlleB'I1t1X ~UTfJJ ~lIde'IXIITIX Xeuo"lIv flllX JC.IXI ~eYu 
• 1\ ,8 81 eIXIOII EVIX JC.IXI XIXAJC.II, * e7l' ~YIXt7fJJ . 

1 IX7I'E)IAOfA-EV without the E. 

2 {30EtrIIlTI to be Greek should be {3vO"rt. 

S AllllfJJlIlX is found in Meursius, but no verb fi·om it; it seems here 

contracted. 

4 'UTfJJT£ should be 'uB~, bouza. 

5 7I'IXVT~ agr~es with nothing; suppose we say 7I'IXf'T~, the whole 

. body, EI~ XOe'TIXO"IIXII, till they had abundance; XOeTI%O"IIX signifies 

a supply of all sorts of provisions, but constantly with the idea 

of superabundance. 

fi These and the other numerals are inexplicable. 

7' IIl1fJJllfU0fA"IIOI; does ue in the preceding )jne belong to this word? 

I could almost think, that the engraver took the sound from 

the mouth of a Greek; if so, it might be read &U ~lIl1fJJIIIUO~1I01Iff 

supplying them well; but I had below interpreted ~lIVfJJIIIUltrB~1 1 

passively; both probably are deponent. 

S Axelltrw may be the name of a place, or of a month. 

I 
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, 9 111,; the first letter is imperfect in the inscri~ion; by the con

text "lfll, wherifore, would be the proper sense, but the sjgma 

seems perfect', TIt, with lZUTO', is redundant. 
, I 

10 afTl'I is the only word I cannot make out, and the only one in 

which I suspect the copy of the inscription. 

11 I read this /3cr.(FlAElrntOI" the diminutive, in contemptuous oppo~ 

sitipn to /3atTIAEU" /3cr.tTl')..E"'~, El is by the ear for I. 

12 '11" cr.')Icr.911J, for the success already obtained, and in hopes of future 

protection, Our vulgarism, for good luck sake, is, 1 believe, 

precise. 

The following is as correct a tran~lation of the inscription, as I have 

been able to make, with the assistance of Dr. Vincent and other 

friends, 

(We) Aeizanas sovereign of the Axomites and 

Homerites and Rhaeid an and i he £thi .. 

opians and Sabaeites and of Silee 

and of Tiamo and the Bougaeit~ and To 

Kaens king of kings son of God 

the invincible Mars,-w hen the nation of the Bougaeitz 

upon a ,particular occasion were in a state of insurrection 

(We) seut our brothers 

Saiazana and Adephas 

to conduct the war against them, and upon 

their surrender, [my brothers j after subduing them. 

brought them to me, with their children and with their 

oxen to the number of ••.•. and t eir sheep 

to the amount Qf •• and beas~s bearing burthens on their backs 
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They maintained them with oxen 

they supplied them with bread, they furnished 

. with beer and wine and water in abundance 

The number of prisoners was six of royal rank 

185 -

with the multi tude that followed them to the amount of .... 

the whole had prepared for them every day of wheaten bread 

and wine for a very month· 

until the time that they brought the whole body to me 

whom after sUpplyUlg with all necessaries 

and olothing, we compelled to 

change t.heir abode, and established them in my 

own kingdom at a place called Mataia 

here we ordered them to be again supplied 

with bread, and furnished their six chiefs with .... oxen. 

In gratitude to him who b gat me 

I erected to him one statue of gold 

and one of sil ver and three of brass, for good luck. 

The commencement of the inscription completely baffled the 

r , eal'ches of the Archbishop of Mount Sin.ai, and several other 

learned persons to whom it wa~ shewn, till at length I was fortu- . 

nate euough to meet in Ludolf (vide his Commentaries, pages 59 

and 282) .with the Greek names of an Abyssinian king, and his 

brother" Aizana et azaDus" which at Qnce cleared away the dif

ficulty, and led me to the true reading, which undoubtedly ought 

to run thus: A.,Ec¥/lc¥ c-4Al~ AE"",..,'TlI)/lt Sec ... Aeizanas King of the 

• Or they brought them to me in the month Acbreisu8; but such a month is not 

kftowa. ~,iDcen. 
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Axomites. It will be seen, that in copying from the stonc, I mis· 

took the ~ for K, and the A for ,A. 

This discovery gives a particular value to the inscription, as i 

fixes, within a few years, the I eriod when this monument wa 

erected; for Aizana was king of Abyssinia, or rather of the Axo

mites, in the rei n of the Roman Emperor Con tamius, and there . 

is a letter still extant in St. Alhanasius (vide St. Atban. Apol. pages 

693·6, Paris 1627 *) from lhat emperor to Aizana, at the time that 

he was reigning conjointly with his brother Saizana, who, it is to 

be observed in th uiuth line of my inscription, i mentioned only 

a his brother and general. There is a slight variation in the spell

ing of both names, from that which is used by Athanasius, Aeizana 

being there Aizana, and Saiazana, Saizana; but this is so trilling, 

a to sjgnify little, particularly as e is found redundant in other 

places in my inscription, as in a.xeEI~ for a.~,~, and ~a.a-IAeurJ(,ol~ for 

~a.a-IAIa-J(,OI'. The letter of Constantius was written' in the year of our 

Lord 356, and the purport of it was to disgrace Frumentius, who 

had been appointed Bishop ofAxum, and those sent out by Atha

nasius in the year 827. 

If it we,'e established as a fact, that the king himself, as well as 

the people, had at this time been converted, it would fix the dale 

c:>f the Axum inscription to about the year 327; for it could 110t 

have bt:en much before, because when Frumentius left Axum for 

the purpose of being appointed, the king, we have reason to think, 

was scarcely out of his minority; and it could not be after, as had 

the ki~ been a Christian, he would not have been styled Son of 

Mars. But this circumstance of ~e killg'S conversion is by DO means 

• Thit letter i. given in Appendilt. .. 



:\XUM .. . 187 

for though Baronius - says, that AizaDa and Sa

zana were" tunc Christianos," he had no authority for the aSfi~rtion, 

xcept the single circumstance of the emperor's having addressed 

them as such, which is no proof of t~e fact; and, certainly, the 

. very existence.of this inscription, leads to great doubt on the ques

tion, as it is scarcely possible that on the kiQg's conversion he would 

have permitted such a monument to remain. Besides that, if the 

Adulitic I inscri ption were allowed to be erect~d by this king in his 

twetJty-seven~h year, which it appears to me there is good reason 

to suppose, it \'ould be at once decisive against it. Tht:refore, 

though I venture to fix 830 to be about the period, it is impos ible, 

I thiuk, to ascertain tbe prec,ise date. 

The word fX"fAJf'm"lI is conformable to what we find these people 

were, with little variation, styled by Greek and Latin authors, + 
and it is curious, that in their ancient books they called them

selves Axumians, which circumstance I had from the priests at 

Axum. 

After the first line, th~ inscription proceeds to enumerate Aiza

Da's titles, XfX" TfAJlI Of''fe'TfAJlI,! and of the Homerites. This is the first 

actual information that we have of the Abyssinians having, at so 

early a period, conquered any part of Arabia (XfX" TOll PfX,WJ'fX,II),§ and 

of Raeida~. Thi~ was a district in Arabia, as appears froni an ob- , 

SCUle verse, extracted out of the poet Amriolkerius's works; it is 

quoted in a book called" Historia imperii vetutissimi Joctlnidarum 

'VOL. UI. 

• Vide Bar. Eccle. Annales ad annum 356, '0. 'l3. 

t Vide NonDOlus, Procopius, aod the Periplu .. 

: w. ba .. o~ 10 the Periplus. 

\ Another iDataDce 'Of , redundant. 

BD 
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in Arabia felice (published I1f)6 at Harderwick) of which the fol

lowing Latin translation is there given. 

Et Hainaha cujus opes occiderunt 

n Raidana, quum advenisset"Occasus 

Is potentem reddidit incolam, et viam emunivit 

Ad Raidanam pneceJsus gloria in accessus. 

The Arabic ord used is ~ '~.J 
It", A,9,o'lrllJr X«.I t"'"e'TfllII X"I l:,~e". 

And of the iEthiopians, ,and the Sabeans, and of Z~yla. 

~"'''''''M' is a peculiar pelling, and is only to be found in the 

Periplus, where t",""TII occurs, which had been considered as a 

corrupt reading. k'A£", I have no doubt, is Zeyla, which is an ancient 

(as ell as modern) Arabic name of a port on the Abys inian coast, 

as appears in the Hisloria Joctanidarum before quoted, page. J 41, 

" Ad eum (" egnum Jemanre) tran fretarunt Haha 'i e regionibus 

Natza et Zeilaa," ( ~..J) que litorales sunt Haba sire," Thi was 

about the fifth century. The same Zeila is in all modern charts. 

Kct4 'TOU T '"fU" "", &'-ClC.,TfllJI 
And of Tiamo; this I conceive to be the Tehama of Arabia; or, 

it may be the same place as the one m.entioned by Cosmas in 

Tigr~. The Bougaeites, .1 consider to be the Bogenses of Edrisi ; 

,I conceive the g, to have been pronounced fOft like j; hence to 

be the same as the modem Deja tribe near Suakin. To"",,, is the 

only arne' for which I have no oonjecture to offi r. The title of 

c.cr,AI", r;,wiMMlI "'~ich foUows, is most actly conformable to 

egus Negasbi, or KiD(§ of mgs, wbic the Aby 

to this day. 
" be 1I1~ 6 .. ~ndn ~ft wlllld~Wmdll:bb' .tJ.flU1~1l 



the Greek Kings, is extremely curious, and, as well as the coD,lud

ing dedica~ion, will be ~ercafter referred to. 

U Considering that this monument has been erected one thousand 

five hundred years, the circumstance of it~ being found in so very 

perfect a state, is somewhat remarkable; and it strongly proves the 

want of res~arch arid inattention among the Fathers who visited this ' 

country in th.e fifteenth century, or their extreme in~ccuracy res-

pecting matters of this nature, as the following account of it, given 

by Father TelJez, will ~ufficiently 'prove.· "Non procul abhinc 

erectum 'est saxum tribus cubitis latum, insculptum literis partim 

Gnecis par tim Latinis, sed temporis injuria fere exesis. Hoc indi

ciunl est, omnes istas structuras esse artificum Europreorum a tem

'poribus Justini, et aliorum Imperatorum Orientalium, qui (teste 

Procopio) magnam cum Regibus .iEthiopire amicitiam coluerunt. 

Quamvis tunc temporis mixtura fuedt linguarum Grrecre et Latinre, 

quia milites unius et alterius idiomatis in iisdem castl'i militabant,'t 

" Verum imaginari mihi non possum mix tam scripturam in illis 

saxis reperiri, multo minus rationem istius rei valere puto. Ocula-

. tiores inspectores (aut nimium fallor) aliquando reperient scriptu- , , 

ram mere Grrecam, atque in ea literas A. B. E. Z. I. K. M. N. O. P. 

C. T. x. qu~ Latini cum Grrecis communes habent, quamvis non 

in omnibus ~qualis sint proounciationis ; '.' so that by this it appears, 

that they must either have been totally ignorant of its contents, or 

they must have purposely perverted the sense, in consequence o£ 

its interfering so decidedly with their account of the history of 

the cou , since, by tb· monument, all claim of the Abyssinian 

h.!l.1'W\ha to a des fmm • lomon, and the conversion of the 
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Abyssinians to Judaism, is taken away, as it was not likely a mo) 

narch so descended, would style himself SOn of the God, the invin

cible Mars, or erect statues to him on the high road so near t, ' 

tl)e ·capital. 

" Tellez's assertion, which is referred to Ptolemy, I conceive to 

have been taken from some knowledge of the Adulitic inscription, 

and a wish to confirm it. 

" The same reason seems to have induced Bruce to invent hi 

inscription at Axum, whIch, however, he ' executed in so unsatis

factory a way, as led Dr. Vincent * to remar:k, even before anyone 

after Bruce had visited Axum, " how much more authentic would 

a Cae simile of the inscription hav~ been, than the restoration~ ill 

which, by an error of the author, or the press, EVER ETOT is read 

for ETERrETOT." 

" The subject of the inscr!ption itself is not very jnteresting, as 

it is merel a record of a successful expedition against a tribe 

called the Bougaeites, whom I suppose, as I have said before, to 

be the Bogenses of Edrisi, in whose country were the ' mo~ntajns of 

. Alahahi, famous for their gold-mines. Dr. Vincent (from the letter 

r being dubious in the fourth line of the copy), conjectures them to 

be the inhabitants of Bure, which opinion 1 had also. entertained, 

until .1 met witli the account of the Bogenses above referred to. 

Still, though the general teno~ of the subject i~ not so interesting . 

as might have been expected, yet there are several very curious 

particula interspersed in this record; such as the bospit lity with 

ich the K.ing treated tbe enemies whom he had 8U , and 

~he a tion hi he paid in pro . I g , , bread, 

• 
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wine, and beer; which is in exact conformity eo the mode of treat

ing strangers, so long kept up and still practised in the country~ as 

~ay ,be seen in every page of Poncet's journal, as well as my OWD. 

But the parts which are most valuable in this inscription, are the 

beginning and the end, which establish the fact of Axum hav

ing been the capital of a people called the Axomites; and gives 

great credibility to numerous accounts handed down by several 

authors of that people, and of different embassies sent to them 

by the Romans; all of which had before been very dubious, from 

the wanl of my knm n fact or monument existing in Abyssinia in 

oonfirmation. 

" It proves the existence of a king called Aeizana, King of the 

A'1Comites, who had a brother called Saiazana; which in the most 

decided way, establishes the authenticity of a letter addressed by the 

Emperor Constantius to these brothers, under the title of Tupctllllj(;'~ 

AEof'ITflllI.* Now, on this letter, the fact of the. introduction of 

Christjanity at that period into Abyssiuia in a great measure rests. 

It farther establishes, that the empire of Abyssinia was even at 

this early period very powerful, and that their king had alveady, 

at least, assumed the sovereignty over a great part of Arabia, 

which makes the duration of their power in that country, and 

consequently in the Red Sea, much longer than had ever been before . 

suspected. 

" By being found so far. in the interior, we may deduce from it, 

that the G oek languag had become very familiar in the country; 

and h rei it QOufinns -the account given in the Periplus of the 

learnin,g of Z08k~les .. hi ription contains, moreover, the first 


