R

&lf hm, and take htm under hu :mmedlate pmtecmn. I had
huherto declined any opinion on the lubject, but rather advised
thm to the contrary, from a fear that he might be decewed in his ex-

T a ,cont.xnual subjgct of dlsqontent,
was unboundéd, for having rescmd




‘ would in themeaﬁ ime | ‘,
the Abyismlan la@gumn_ha];‘hc mlght be of service in explaining
their mutual wnhei. He farther added, that he need be under no
apprehenswn, as all the chiefs would treat him as a brother; that
he would ke,ep} hxm always near his own person, and provide for
him accordingly': ‘that he should, in the first place, attend him on

the expedition to Gondar, which would commence as soon as we
were safely on our journey, and afterwards he should have time to
study the language, and make some drawings for the churches;
which being done, he would have p p
: tln.lungdom that he pleased, with a
- the Ras; and that whenever he became tired of his situation, should

ission to go into any part of
ection from him,

be provided with the means of returning to Massowah. To these

terms Pearce assented ; and in reply to the first part of the Ras’s
speech, told him, that being an Englishman, he never knew what
fear was ; with which the Ras was much gratified ; and answered,
that, thougb very old, his own feelings were the same.

: “i was of opm'_f‘that Pcarces determination - to stay in the
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our Joumey. w;mpg mstrucuom for Pci;'ée, and ﬁmshmg some‘
i1 qketches of plants At about thrcc, I went, with Captam Rudland

%y a small party of his chiefs. He invited us to partake of their

~ repast, as also Mr. Carter, whose company he sent to request.

,j We were. as usual scated beslde him, and were all much grauhed

part of the Ras's food on all fast days. There were prcscnt the two
R ,Bahamegash Yasous, and Subagadns, seated on opposnto

~
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were put underthe eaInfof" rce; who w ctigh
in his service. A smgu‘lar Teque mdg m.mm* icl
however, as we found him earnest

’ nestly bent upon it, we compﬁéd
. This was to swear, that whatever phym\w% left with him, should

not poison him. This both Captain Rudland and I did, by laying
hold of his hand, and declaring, * that in the presence of the God

whom we both worshipped, we solemnly declared that the' PH}“&G i

we then left with him, was for his benefit, and m WWjMzany g ‘;, .
one.” Hamed Chamie afterwards swore by Mﬁhw&im w thc» e 8

" justness of his interpretation. This ceremony had a great of o o TR

~ the Ras; he seemed perfectly happy in uoanumeejsaﬁﬂ”@ declas
Tt he should ever esteem the English g,lwfﬁm Afriends. e
this it would appear, that great respect is paid here to th sole

of an oath. : . e e

« After this I began upoa the subject of our Jourmy, pressmg lam
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after the large horns of the country being fortunately introduced,
he presented a very large one to Captain Rudland, and another
of a finer sort to me, which was at the top nearly seven inches in
diameter. All these horns are said to be brought to Tigré {rom
Gondar; but they are chiefly manufactured, or made into cups, in
Gojam. The animal which produces them is called Gusht, or wild
cow, which chiefly abounds in the province of Walkayt, but they
are said to be domesticated in the province of Ras-el-Feel. The
horns hang back on the neck of the animal, from the skin of which
shields also are made. This would lead to the supposition of its
being a buffalo, were not the horns smooth, round, and very dif-

o tavent from those of this last named . an JI‘&. F he use which the

Abyssinians make of the entire horn, is to carry maize for them

s when on a journey.

“ We learned this evening from Basha Abdallah, that, in conse-
quence of intelligence of the death of Ozoro Tuckai, at Axum, hav-
ing just reached him, it would not be in his power to leave Antalow
at the time we had fixed upon, he therefore hoped that we would
put off our journey till Thursday, the Ras also having letters to send,
which would not be ready before. With this I, of course, complied.

% October 5.—I went down in the evening to the Ras, and find-
ing him busily engaged with Basha Abdallah in private conference,
[ sat d_o'évn with Captiiﬁ Rudland to the chess-board ; but we had
not finished a game whenthe Ras came'to us. He was in high spi-
rits, w mhch pleased at ﬁndmg us amusing ourselves. It was now

cdmmunicated to us by BuhuAbdauah that he ‘was desirous all our

baggage 'h"“ld be got ready, that he might ascertain how many men

%?Wd be !‘ﬂlﬂlred to cu‘ry xt he alwhintcd, that he wished me
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10 mention to the Ras, qyiment to stay until Thursday, in order
to go with him; with which he was much gratified. I had after-
wards private information from Basha Abdallah, that the Ras was
highly pleased with the thought of an intercourse with England ;
and for this purpose he wished much that our vessels should come
to Buré, as he had found the chief of that place, who had been with
him during my absence, extremely well inclined to our interests ;
that letters expressing these wishes would be expedited by Govern-

% - ment, and that some of the finest cloths in &he country were pre-

Galla ‘boy, kept at Antalow by the Ras, and thought to be

pmng as presents. =
: »MW 6.—I was mga.ged n drawmg the picture of a young

" son of a chief of high rank; he was takenin war when an infant, B

and much respect was p@td him, being allowed several attend-*




IL.Salr aa?

Pollard Lovip”

* IN HIs ABYSSINIAN DRESS.

A YOU?

GALLA OF HIGH RANK,

‘ Rulitithod May 100 by Willium. Miller., Albemusie Suwet Londen



them; and I do not doubt that they carry their famlhamy mﬁoh i
farther, when perfectly at liberty in- thelhouaes of mutual frxends.
We waited till the return of the Ras xpa'id our comphments, and
retired. o kg B : e e
“ October 7.—We were engaged as usual, in drawing and wntmg, '
and in the evening paid a visit to the Ras, who'was at this old occu-
patnon, chess He was in hlgher spmts than in generdl <an'd‘,

Ras s couch. Iunderstood she was only the ‘mistress of Tecla Georgis
who for a short time filled the-throne° she was*fau* and pw“‘ J
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o October &--Baaha Abdallah came to me early in the morning,
' G&pﬂm Rudland and myself to the Ras. Every
arranged for our journey, whnch was 10 commence

~ “ The troops from the different districts remained encamped

the sumdundmg hills; the chiefs had small tents made of the
mmon cloth of the country, and their followers occupied con-
| sheds, formed with the branches of trees, covered with

e
Ay

,

ghters of Poolar, the chief cowkeeper
Aram’s daughters was also fair; the
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that our fnend Subagadm had been put in irons by tha Ras, for -

some hasty words spoken to Belgaida Welleta Hannes, who emoyed

great consequence at the court. We had also a visit from the keeper

: of the Ras’s cows, who was daily in .the habit of bringing us milk,

in return for some physic that Captain Rudland gave him, to drive

out, as he expressed it, * a devil in his inside;” which most fortu-

nately succeeded. We were fully occupied with preparations for

our departure. Guebra Welleta Selassé, at my request, obtained

permission from the Ras to attend us to Massowah, and anticipated

much delight from secing the ship, the guns, the great men, kc. _

1 used to call this fellow the Devil (at which he always laughed),

ior in, cunning, deceitfulness, and perversity, I never have seen his

equal; yet in travelling he was very useful to us, though dilﬁchli"

to manage. This man was originally a Mussulmaun, but has been

converted to the Christian faith, and is now employed by the Ras

as a messenger: for his pay he receives forty dollars and as maﬁy‘* e

pieces of cloth per annum, anil a mule; besides which, there isa

piece of land assigned him, which y:elds forty gerbuttehs of grain,

six of pvhich sell on the spot for a dollar, and only four, if carried B

to Adowa. This, mth what h vgats on “his mmlon through the‘ Lo,

country, whlcb we a unts to much more (edpec:ally
| te W uibuu), enables hxm tof :




~ sowah commerce ; and the want aﬁhaﬂ!cumnhy for common use,

s a most serious mcmvcmenee thronghbm the country The car-

<.th¢.%small sum wlnch it pmduces and that this is the

can be only owing to the cheapness of labour and provisions.

[0 ‘price of maize is about one penny per quart. The value of T~
llar at Antalbw is equal to twenty-eight _pnces of salt; but the
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and the cotton qlothcs ot‘ some of hns attendanfm
took our leave with great, and, [ trust, mutual regret, notknmnng
whether we should meet agam before our departure, whlch we had
fixed for an early hour in the morning.

“ The kind attentions which we received from the Ras durmg
our stay at Antalow, must ever make me remember him with res-
pect and esteem; yet I do not consider him as a man of any great
ability. He gained his power by cunning, rather than by strength
of character ; and though not remarkably brave, mamtams bxmself

' m; is high station by a dexterous management of parties. ,But to’
. accomphsh thns, he sacrifices in a great degree the 1mportance of
~his command ; for to conciliate a chief, he will often remit a por-

tion of his tnbute, His power, notwithstanding, is very great, and 0'
‘the district xmmedxately under his rule is very extended, cou-

prehendgng, the whole of that part of Abyssinia which is to the
eastward of thg Tacazza, anda which includes the provinces of Siré,
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;s “ During the rainy monfrfmm May to Octobav, rRas resides
~ at Antalow. 1 do not exactly know what induced him to make
choice of this ﬁaceén prefercnoe to Adowa, but it appears to me
_1umk:ulawd for a capital, as water is only tobe procured ata con-
& Mbdluance from the dwelling houses, and there is not a single
Qreeable spot in the neighbourhood for a residence. It is also very
. difficult of access; but this objection which, in more secure states,
~would be a great inconvenience, is perhaps the very circumstance
g;vbwh gives a pecuhar‘value to the situation, as it forms a bamcr
b a‘gamhttheihcumons of theGalla, -~ =« kot u it
+ %A good deal of attention is paid to ccremony:at'Amtalow. Most
‘ofthose who come into the presence of the Ras uncover themselves-
~ tothe waist ;- others expose only the breast; and afterwards replace
~ their garments. Mussulmauns are permitted mmppear before him
L «Wﬂnu- heads covered, as also the pnesmm:d some. kw of the




has aﬁwayb six Or seven slaves in attendance, oﬁ‘e"‘o‘ mhgm bmhes ol
the flies away with a. choury made of cow’s tail ,ethe wamf
another is to replace his garment, when it falls down from.off his

shoulders, unless the minister should be present, to whom this office 9
then devolves. All vanks appeared to stand in great awe of his
authority, except a few favourite slaves, who seemed to be perfectly ‘
at-their easec; ‘among them were two blacks from Sennaar, who had
‘the broad N egro"i featurés,xan,d' whose hair, the Ras once. obsnr#ed_.
was like black pepper.. . .. SN S - B I
¢ In the decision of causes, whnch ever party may be in the w:zmg
it generally turns to the advantage of the Ras, who decides the
- matter. The parties begin by denying each other’s statement: one
then procceds to say, that.if he is found in the wrong he wil fei
‘to the judge a quantnty»of salt, a mule, slaves or gold, or whatever
the other may be wﬂlmg to stake upomhu veracity- The-other
eed to a fixed pcnalty, the cause is put offuntil farther -
when the part)hm the wrong, is convicted »and
;;be} loss bf what hc had voluntanly p,lﬂdgadf

b o i




ilad forty wives, and left behind him upwards of one hundred
‘ chlldren. Having divorced one of his w1ves her father made strong
’_’_'gﬁnonstraqces on the subject, and repeating this too often, the
ﬁ‘ﬂhghty Shums temper was at last so much enraged that he made

i js house, and there enter into an engagement mth each other,
mthout the presen& 0f a prlest bemg necessary.

! wuh some cautmhby!hexrhudsmds mw%&smly i
secluded from male society, as in the case of Osoro Mantwaub.




Mr. Bruce describes as fbll@iﬂg a brinde feast, lﬁrmly‘ believe ex-
isted only in his own ixfga’gination.\- His account of the flesh cut out of
living animals was repeated.Iy enquired into by our party; all to
whom we spoke, denied its.ever being done. Raw flesh had been
observed by all t-ravellers, beforc Mr. Bruce, as the common food of
the Abyssnmans, but Mr. Bruce makes no distinction between the
two, or rather wishes to confound them together, that he may
seem (o have the countenance of Poncet and the Jesuits; but none
of them ever mentioned the eating of flesh stripped from a living
animal, though Mr. Bruce is impudent enough to say that this was
the ordinary banquet of citizens, and even priests, throughout all
the country. The feast given by the Ras on the grand review of
his troops, at which we were present, was a most convincing proof
to the contrary.

- Calves and lambs are not eaten; but I doubt if this be not done
~ from the prudcmlal motive of keeping up the stock of cattle, the
; _mmumpuén of .whxch is cnormous Wild-fowl is also a prolnbnted

5 arttcle, whxch seems to be the adoption of a Jewish custom. Hogs

are#not kept tam#.ambut in opposmon to the Jews, they seem to




this does not hold gmd mth the lowcr class, who devour, rathcr

R o i

than eat, whatever‘:f hey can get, at all times. They are charitable
in assisting. &wdﬁtmd ~ourservants joften saved bread to give
to hemahomhmh at the t:me that we returned from Adowa, were |

very numerous, sitting by the highway. FEven to dogs they are

-';T;humane, though they dlslxke them.,pecm:ttmg them to have free
- access to their houses. R i e e

- * We had several strong instances of thcu‘ honwty to us, which

_ might however have been caused by fear;. for we witnessed many

instances of thcxr roguery, in attempting to convey away articles

belonging to the houses we stopped at. They are also exceedingly

suspicious of each other; which pretty strongly proves that the

~ lower classes are addicted to pilfering. ~All are eager for presents,
which they frequemly rather demand than request. . ..

“ When I found that I must give up all hopes of pcnetratmg

~ beyond the Tacazza, 1 took: ‘every occasion to. make enquiries of

such persons as were likely to give me any n‘u&ling«m mj@ect;ng
the Nile. Their accounts generally agreed wumm mher,, but it
appnarcd to me that they spoke from what they had heprd,,and
not from personal knowledge. . Its situation near the. mllagg ;gf
Geesh; the mamhmcss of the plam, Vthe elma of the: W




ANT?\LQW e T e
half way there when sent by the Iteghé to recover Mr, Bruce’s lost
property when he first attempted to visit the sources of the Nile;
but he confessed that he had no curiosity to go on; ‘and like all the
others whom I had spoken to’ on the subject, appeared to attach

some degree of mystei'y to Yagoub s anxiety, about what appeared
to them all so uninteresting. AR

“ Both Christians and Mussulmauns spoke in hngh terms of .the

magnificence of Gondar, and the splendour of the court when the

- King and Ras were together; but as the scale of their ideas was

extremely different from our own, it was difficult to estimate rightly

e their assertions. From their flattering account of Adowa, I was com-

 pletely deceived until I reached that place; and Ishould suspect,
that a visit to Gondar would be productive of the same disappoint-
ment. The town has neither wall nor fortification. The principal
- building is the palace, to which are attached four churches, one at
. each corner. In the rest of the town it is said there are no less than
fort}btwo. Fon the comparative splendour of these buildings they are
indebted to the Poy;ugueze, who erected them during the continu-
~ ance of their powéf, 5nd have left them as models for the artizans
of the present time.. Thc want of wood, and the difficulty of procur-
ing stone, have rendemlthc little science which still glimmers in*
the country almost uuﬂeu, fdx:‘t‘hey dreignorant of the art of making




: years ago. They are now hvmg dépendent on the Chlefs of‘ the dif-
different provmoes

“ The eharmmg Ozoro Esther is dead but a daughter of her'’s is

living at Gondar Tecla Mariam, her coknpamon, the beautiful
“daughter of the secretary of that name, Ayto Aylo, Ayto Confu, and
_ most of the other friends of Mr. Bmce. are also no more; but the
families of the two last are hvmg at thc capxtal in considerable
splendour | 1 ;

a9 “The manufactura of Abyssnma are but of mﬂmg importance.
: "( They have the cotton plant in many parts, pamcularly around

"Adowa; but they are unacquainted with the method of separatmg g
the cotton from the seed, and therefore import it from India, in a

state fit for working up into their dresses. Coarse carpets are made
in Samen, and at Gondar, from the wool and hair of the sheep and
goals, which are ‘dyed red, and light blue; the former from a tree

~ called Haddie, the latter from a plant resembling Iudlgofcra They

~also procure a yellow dye from the Mocmoco. aud 2 black fram an
- earth : they have no dark blue. i ¥

* Knives are made at Adowa, spears and razors at Antalow, the
1ron ‘they procure from Sennaar and Walkayt, a district about six
' days journey from Adowa, and also from Berbera, between which -
F:phce and Gondar a consldcrable trade is oamed on; the Abys-

v

e



travel bet'men Darfur, Funge. and Gondar- but I was. uot able to

~ obtain any accurate mformatnon of the different articles in which
they trade.

“ The revolutions -in Abysslma have been still more frequent

" since the departure of Mr. Brucc. whose history is in general accu-

rate. The following short iketcb may be found not uninteresting :
it was received from ngantur Metcha, a priest of some rank, having
married Ozoro Brelhé, daughter of Sultan Hannes, and who was
sent to me by the Ras, as being well acquamted with the recent
changes in Abyssnua.

“ Yasous the Second reigned twenty-five years, which agrees ex-
aetly ‘with Bruce’s account.

“ Joas succeeded hun, and relgned fourteen years. Thc character
of this prince, the events of his reign, and his assassmauon by Ras
Michael Suhul, as related by Bruce, were all conﬁrmed by the tes-
ttmony of my informant. To Joas succeeded Hannes, who after a
 reign of only ﬁve months died of disease, and not of poison, as stated
by Bruce.

“ Tecla Harmanoutg son of Hannes, a remarkably fair and hand-
some man, succeeded to the throne. He was greatly attached to
'Ras Michael Suhul, who, dm’mg his reign, was often i in a state of
npéuhosuhty with Fasil of Gojam, whom he beat at the battle of
Fagma; a ihort time aﬁ.h'mhwh, as Ltgmtur Metcha rcmembered

R
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Wossan (Powussen). and soon aﬁer dxed m rctxrement at Waldubba,
leaving one son, Welleta Solomon. It is smgular that the dethrone-
ment of thi _',’ king 4‘;shduld have happemd through Powussen, in
exact confonmty with the remarkable predlctxon recorded by Bruce

_m his account of the black cagle. -

g Upon this vacancy, Ayto Solomoh, in no way related to his

?~predeccssor, succeeded to the throne. This king was a son of Ayto
5 “Edﬂyut, and was supported by the forces of Begemder and Gojam,
: ~headed by Powussen and Ras Ayto. The reign of this prince con-
 tinued only two years, and upon his death Tecla Georgis, brother
- of Tecla Haimanout, was raised to the sovereign authority by Confu

Adam and Ras Ayto, who then commanded the provinces of GOJaln,

‘ Mantsha’ tbgu\gows, and Damot. In the second year of this reign

i ?.Welleta Gabriel, his son. Tecla Georgis having reigned only five
;»*»yeara, was dethroned, and after wandermg about the country for
several years, at length retired to the mountam of Waldubba, where
T’he still continues. To him succeeded Yasous the Third, who was

780) and was succeeded in the government of Tigré by

rmsed to the supreme. pcwer by Ras Ayto. The new king died of
ﬁze small pox, after reigning four years, and wau succeeded by

s Gy, Govrn o Tit, the latter of e

"

&

‘,iSuhul at Adowa, in the eighty-eighth year of hm i

Marian, through the united interests of Ras\Ayto and Deguhte | ;




Ras Gabriel, governor of that province. His suc"cééidf was Ayto
Ischias, son of the last Sultan Yasous, who after having enjoyed the
soverelgnty for six years, was dethroned by Ras Merrid, son of Ayto
of Gojam, and obliged to fly from his capital; but (since the acces-
sion of his son) he has returned, and is now alive at Gondar. Ras

Welleta Selassé, in conjunction with Merrid, raised Ayto Solomon,
son of Tecla Haimanout, to the throne; he was not, however, able
long to hold the situation, though supported by Tigré, for after
two years he was dethroned, and fled for protection to Ras Welleta
Selassé, and is now living at Axum.
_ ¢ The province of Begemder now gained the superiority, and
" Ras Iserat of that province placed Ayto Iunus on the throne; he
had reigned however only three months, when Guxd,d-»chicf of the
Edjow Galla, and son of Guangué mentioned by Bruce, removed
him, and placed Ayto Edimo, brother of Tecla Georgis, on the
_throne. Iunus fled to Lasta, and now lives under the protection
~ of the governor of that province. Ayto Edimo lived but two years
' afterwards, and was succeeded by Ayto Gualoo, the present King,
who likewise was set on the throne by Gupxo, the latter having ever
since maintained considerable power at Gondar.
“ The preceding narrative is probably true, as it agrees with the
; ,cu‘cumstances of the country, and the period of the several reigns,
l.laken togethcr, exactly coincides with the time that has elapsed -
since thc_days of Jo tthim. ‘

lin Ti xgre enght )'ears. after which
but Lhe latter had




wd al‘tcr kocpmg him aome time in con&nemcnt, gave hun a vxl-
 lage, where he died a few months ago.

“ Welleta Selassé has ever since commanded in Tigré, and was
made Ras about seven years ago, at the accession of Ayto Edeneco,
whom he was principally instrumental in raising to the throne.

o “ He has during his command in Tigré been engaged in several
: "Ebntcsts: an account of some of these I give, as extracted at Axum,

_from the chronicles of this period.
~ “Fourteen years ago the present Ras marched through the pro-
vince of Tigré, which was in a state of rcbellion, almost to the
. borders of Samhar: itwas at the time of harvest, and he destmyed

the whole country before him; he cut off the heads of all the chiefs
in rcbclhon, and the inferior subjects he sold as slaves. After his
return, he gave his niece in marriage to Fit Aurari Zogo, on which
there were great rejoicings : he afterwards paid a visit to Axum, to

make his peace with God, attended by a great assemblage of war-
riors. He then carried the war into the province of Sire, where a

‘general alarm spread among the inhabitants; and not even the
strongest holds were able w resist his power, for he carried destruc-
tion before him wherever he went ; never was there such a hem
known since the the umg af Fogara Yasous.

*




: refmad it on the plea, that * he was as much aﬁ'mdﬂ’t&le Ras as
they were.” On this they went to the Ras, humbled themselves
with stones on their necks, and consented to pay iﬁy tribute that
he might demand. The Ras restored them to their commands; they

afterwards drank out of the same cup, and were as brothers.
“ Tusfarten, Baharnegash of the country lying between the Nayib's

and T igré, terrified at what was passing, came in with immense
tribute, which he had long before neglected to pay. From this time
presents were interchanged between Ras Gabriel of Samen and Ras
Welleta Selassé, which it would seem were always in favour of the
lauer, for the former soon grew tired of the intercourse, and sent
to Welleta Selassé, acquainting him that he might as well be subject
to him, as be obliged to make presents equal to an annual tri-
bute. On this Welleta Selassé collected his forces, crossed the Ta-
cazza, and marched against Gabriel, who had shut himself up in
the strong hold of Amba-hai. There was but one pass known by
which this hill was accessible ; yet after a long siege the Ras over-
came every difficulty, and got possession of the hill, which, to his
great astonishment, he found deserted, Ras Gabriel having fled with
all his people by a secret pass. The conqueror in his anger laid the
whole place in ruins. Gabriel then sued for peace, and the Ras again
put Amba-hai under his cbmmand after having obliged the inha-
bitants to go over to Axum, and swear allegiance to his person.

Befom mattem were set ed G lel had come towards Adowa with
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mithe Inocrtpmn presdmﬂ by Cosmu Indicopleustes,—Departure from Axam, j:"l &

—Jnurney to Adova‘-— m a.m.ngxng for the Jonrney to Mmowah.-—




CHAPTER VL

« Octoner 10.— W g were much astonished at not hearing any thing
of the mules or baggage till nearly eight o’clock, when at last Guebra
Selassé came, and there began to be something like the appearance
of preparation; many difficulties were however started about the
quantity of the baggage, and the number of mules required.imd
it was twelve before every thing could be arranged sadsfactoﬂly

“ We then went to the Ras, and paid him our compliments for
all his kind attention to us; when 1 took this last opportunity of
again récommending Pearce to his protection, as his own guest,
and our countryman. This he most feelingly promised. Our part- |
ing was an unpleasant moment to us all: the Ras, himself, was
much affected, and could not speak at the time he took us bv the
hands.

“ As our road hy dﬂﬁ‘ the gt‘ound which we had twice passed
 before, there mmamadmmg particular to be observed; the ve-
~gctat&on was gettmg W,Jthe com fast hpdmng, and the wﬂ‘ ;




charge of our cattle, which formed a conéidcrab}c drove; the flas
~having given us nine bullocks and ten sheep, that we might be se-
cure of provisions on the road. ‘
“October 11.—We were detained some time in the morning by the
loss of one of our mules, which had strayed away in the night, and ©
~while waiting, we took for breakfast some bread, milk, and boiled
mutton, the remainder of a sheep that was presented us by the
master of the village on the evening before. After passing the
brook at the bottom of the hill, we turned off to the left, out of the
: 5.gfr6ad by which we had before gone to Muccullah, and ascending
- a hill, we came into the plain of Jambela, by almost imperceptible
,_'dnaoems and halted by the side of a clear pool of water, under a
Gt 'mommma" tree, which, though scarcely in leaf, afforded a most ex-
“ ccllent shclter. Alittle before us was the village of Debre, which we
. afterwards passed on the right, and about two miles beyond came to
Ncgmda where we were to rest for the night. In the courseof the day
: "we saw a profusion of the white jasmine in ﬂower, the blossoms of
avhlch differed in the number of segments of the oorolla, which
~varied from four to six. Though part of the corn was gathered,
~and the greater part of the remainder nearly npe, yet there were
~ but few of the inhabitants ploughing, or rather,ascgpwn Rudland
e saad duturbmg the stones ; 5% fpx the ground was berc at least in
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allowance to my attendants, for their immediate con;urhption‘ The
bullock might indeed have been enough; but as the greater part
of my bearers were Christians, they would not eat what the Mussul-
mauns killed, nor would the rest, who were Mussulmauns, eat what
the Christians had killed, which often put me to great inconve-
nience in providing for them both. I had, in all, about thirty in
number, Besides my own party. The master of the house was
named Ayto Rossie; his son was the handsomest and fairest man
whom we had seen in the country; he married a daughter of Fit
Aurari Yasous.

“ October 12.—We left Neguida soon after sun rise, and passing
through a country in great part covered with brushwood, came at
length by a long though gradual descent, into a vale, through which
runs the stream of Gibbé, on the banks of which we halted about a
mile and a halfbelow the Ras’s deserted mansion. Ourroad then lay
over a hill to the east of the narrow valley, which brought us in a
direct line to the church of St. Michael, on the top of the hill where
I before parted from Shelika Welleta Raphael. Here we found a
copious spring of water flowing from the summit through a small
aqueduct, constructed with little art by the inhabitants. This spot
is on all sides surrounded with trees and shrubs, so as to form
altogether a beautiful retreat. Hence we travelled partly over the
old road to Atbara,"i 'ﬁi‘etched village belonging to Basha Toclu
Shum, of thc dxsmct of Gtralta. Th!s chlef had sent no orders




* faction, being happy to quit so inhospitable a village. We passed
over the same ground as before, and descended the pass of Atbara,
We had just before observed to the right some ruined houses, or
rather caves, dug out in the perpendicular side of a high project-
ing rock, near the bottom of the ascent : we saw a few monkeys of

- the same species as those brought about the streets of Mocha ; and
two Abba Gumbas, seated in state on the branch of a witle spread-

mg tree.

: o chgtauoq seems to be remarkably quick in 1ts progress hqre -
l"or several trees, which were just blooming when we passed before,
m now covered with seed nearly ripe. On entering the plain,
~ we turned off immediately to the left, and proceeded almost a mile
to the village of Maquarca, built partly on some huge masses of
rock that have fallen from the mountains above, and partly under
‘the. lcdgg of the mountain itself. There are a few large Daroo

e ;'ZW immediately below, and a spring of water issuing from under

gsm of them. The houses are all very small, and it appears upon

':-;m whole a wretched pldce, though built in a wild and romantic
Q’imuon- It isin the district of Tembra, now under Barrambam '
‘Tokla, b it max b qbwved», oy *Flmm to the ,ﬁhum of‘




' thehlrds always retire to the trees for shelter soon after sunrise.
~ Having passed through the valley of Gullibuddah, we arrived at
the river, on the bank of which we had before halted. There we
found Basha Abdallah, who received us with much attention, and
provided us with some hot bread and maize. Afterwards we passed
over a ridge of high ground into the district of Tsai, and turning a
little to the left of our old path, proceeded to the mansion of Ayto ‘
Ischias, the chief of the district. To the east of this place, and about
nine miles distant, is the strong hill of Amba Harimat. On this hill
Deghaie Welleta Gabriel killed, a few years ago, with his own hand,
Deghaie Welleta Raphael, grandson of Belletana Gueta Toclu, of
Adowa, who had occupied it as an impregnable post. Here also
Debib of Negashe, Deghaie Toclu, Shum of the district of Giralta,
and Ayto Rossie, resisted all the power of Welleta Selassé, after he
had subdued the rest of the province (seventeen years ago), so long
and successfully, that he was compelled at last to grant them their
own terms. To the north are the villages of Nebitot and Toorba,
given by the Raq to, Gusmat Guebra Michael, after he had driven
him h‘Om hl& comm “"; of the province of Tigré. He is said to
g ret ‘ d abou.t a year ago.
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met with none that were new to us, exceptmg a kmgﬁsher, ora blrd
much resembling it.

“ Hence we turned off rather more to the west than we had

fomerly done, leavmg Ounah Samuel on our right, as also the
mansion of Basha Guebra Eyut, and proceeded to the valley of
' Damo, in which was situated the house of a son of Gusmatie Ischias,
_and grandson of Ras Michael, to whom we had already been intro-
duced by the Ras at Antalow. We found the master of the place
: pamtularly agreeable, and willing to accommodate us in every
respect ; he spoke with pride of his grandfather, yet owned that he

did not regard the lives of his subjects. He was accompanied by his

‘cousin, the son of Deghaie Gabriel, whom I before saw at Adowa,
who was now humbled at the farther end of the room ; and, after we
had taken our repast, was happy to make with his body a footstool for
hi@ﬁ"(’ﬁisih; ‘Gusmatie Ischias’s two wives were also preient, one old,
- and the other young, fair, and handsome. Hamed Chamie declared,
~ at first sight, that she would bring in Arabia one hundred and fifty
-'”'-“‘rddlhm “There were other ladies preses “‘pdmcularly the young
A viﬁd beautiful wife of Nebrid Aram tbey'mre all in high spirits,
_i"".and by their agreeable conversauon mtdej the evemng pass away

: very pleasantly ‘ e 2 G
il * October m.—-We parted fmm‘ our kind host a anearly hour,
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served, that the Abyssinians travel twice over the same road, each
pemon following the path that appears to him most convenient ; all
bemg alike good, or rather, properly speaking, bad.

“ On our arrival at Adowa, we found the house in which I had
before slept so filled with fleas, that no person would venture to
stay in it ; in consequence, we were under the necessity of adjourn-
ing to one of the haunted apartments. Provisions were soon after
sent us by Basha Abdallah, who himself paid us a visit in person;
as also did several of the principal men of the place. The remain-
der of the day we passed in a jovial way, leaving all our business
for the morrow. i3

“ October 17.—We went at an early hour in the morning, ac-
cording to promise, to visit Basha Abdalla, much against the wish
of our guide, who did not approve, in the least, of any Arabic con-
versation. The Basha treated us with great attention, having a
curry and maize in readiness for us; and we gained, during our
visit, much interesting intelligence, there being present an old man,
at that time in the service of Yannes, who went hence with Bruce
to Gondar, and several other. persons well acquainted with the
transactions of the last thirty-five years. They agreed in telling
us, that Bruce passed four months at Adowa; that he did not speak
the language of Tigré, but afterwards made himself in part ac-
quainted with the Ambharic; that he was two years at Gondar, '
and vmted the sourcc of the Nile, and was robbed of his books and
instruments ;. that two of the battles of Serbraxos were fought some
time (two years) before he came into the country, and that a third
_ engagement took p}ace gfgcmards at the same spot, at which,
however- Bruce w,as na;» as hc never went out to war, and.
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at the particular time alluded to was actually at Gondar; that the
king gave him a house, but no land, command, or employ, during
his stay in the country; that he was a good horseman, and used
to shoot from his saddle; that he had two interpreters, Michael,
and Georgis, of whom one spoke Greek, and the other wrotc
Arabic ; and that when he was at Adowa, he resided in the house
of Yannes, who sent fifteen mules for him down to Dixan.
¢ I was also confirmed in a fact, that I had lately heard, but had
hesitated to commit to paper, from a doubt of its truth :—After Ras
Michael Suhul's disgrace at Gondar, Kefla Yasous was appointed to
~the province of Tigré, of which he took possession accordingly.
Soon afterwards Ras Michael gained his liberty, marched directly
into the province, where his party was still very strong, and with
little resistance reinstated himself in his command. Kefla Yasous
fallmgL into his hands, he first made him pay five hundred wakeas
d not satisfied with this, caused both his eyes to be

| plmked-:om. and his hands and feet to be cut off, and in this con-
dition exposed him in the court yard of the house at Adowa to the
,mby day, and the rain and cold by night; no one was permitted,

 on pain of death, to give him a mouthful of water: and yet in this

hnnibhumer renmned fw ampace;of ﬂm}y two. days before he
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country, we never heard the subject hinted at before we last left
Antalow by any person whatever; nor could we ever learn what
had become of the Ras’s father. After our return from the Basha's
we had a-visit from the Negeda Ras’s, or head-men of the town, who
brought us a sheep, curry, bread, maize, boosa, and a pumpkin.

« After leaving orders with Hamed Chamie to buy mules for us,
and hire ‘'more for our baggage, &c. we determined to proceed to
Axum on the morrow, which, however, I could not finally arrange
without having a dispute with our guide. ‘The evening passed very
pleasantly, as we ‘were at a place where we could procure, for
money, whatever the couhtry produced.

“ October 18.—We left Adowa about eight o’clock, and proceeded
to Axum by the same road that we had travelled on our former
return thence; the path lies through the plain, and is ‘much in=
commoded with stones, as are also the cultivated lands around, the
inhabitants never troubling themselves, as I have before mentioned,
about removing any such incumbrances. On our arrival opposite
the eastern hill of Axum we dismounted from our mulcs, for the
purpose of examining more closely into the nature of the stone
composing this hill, and also the better to survey the ancient re-

mains in its vicinity.

¢ Alfter taking a view of the obelisk that is still standing, of which
a drawing has been given, we proceeded again to the church, re-
examined all the pedestals, the square inclosure, and the slab, on
which we found no trace of an inscription, except the short Ethiopic
one before mentnoned a‘nd we wc.re au of us satxsﬁed that there
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mansion in which we Mmtaken upour residence. I'ndw made
many enquiries after mer stone with writing upon it, telling
them that T was well informed there was a second, like the one which
1 had before copied. All the people present - assured me that there |
':m*h’o‘btber except some boys, who said they would go and show
: ai‘é one. As I was determined to procure every possible information
on the subject, 1 went out, accompanied by Captain Rudland, to a
- spot about three furlongs south-west of the obelisk : here we found
‘:-,..‘ large stones of granite Tegtﬂﬁﬂy cut, piled two and two, and placed
«ﬁ,it«regular distances (as in the plate of the ruins of Axum marked A),
~ which evidently appear to haveformed part of the foundation of some
: ~ ancient edifice. About tm’htmdred yards south of this, in an inclo-
“sure of one of the houses, we were shewn the entrance, as it appeared
to me, of some subterraneous building, completely filled up; at
‘iehut the upper stones are now on a level with the earth. These
| 4.=stonés are very regularly laid (as may be seen in the drawing of them
~ marked B, in the plate above referred 10), and kept at exact inter-
4 ﬁk from each other by loose stones, at W&:ﬂwy appea.r exter-
~ nally; three hundred yaﬁi from th'ue are others not so regularly

ol lﬁd (tasG of the same plater but on none of these did we meet
' wzth evdn the least appearancc of any mccnpudn' 'w wvér&*glad to
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whmh,,hwever. was, ghﬁ toe hnd thwt iﬁ little alte _‘f‘ilun;.to
vmake. Attty B e R L

% We agam seafched more ucumtcly for Bruoe s mscupuom, But;" 21
nothmg like it was to be found. Alfter dinner we proceeded to th& '
obelisks, measuring and examining all of them, beginning with the
westernmost one. There are seven la 1es, as we now discovered,
all omamented ncarly in the same mannwau"thc one now standmg'

the smallest i is thxrtycslx ftet bong ‘but the d‘lmemmns of the largeu‘:. it

conslderably exceed the erect one.- Behmd these is another small
fallen one, which has almost mplelely burw"d itself, on which a
shield is eculpt,ured It was dark by the time we returned.

“ October 19 —Wa proceeded at day break to the ‘inscription,
and exammed it letter bylpttcr, Captain Rudland' having one of
my copies in his hand, and" Mr. Cartér another, which they ‘cor-
rected as I read it over. We (ound at the bottom of the stone several
more letters than we had- at ﬁrst been able to' trace, but not an
entire line; aud it now appeaned&hat we had the whole of the
inscription.

“ For the purpose of e!ucrdatmg tlie contents of this inscri ptnon,
copy of it is gwcn, etcheﬂ by «myeelf in winch Ihave endeavoured,
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1 m’m‘m without the .;
2 Losrwre to be Greek should be Berw. ; S S

3 Awwve is found in Menrsml. but no verb from it; it seems 'hcre
contracted ¢

4 Curuﬂ should be {'vﬂa
5 mavre agrees Wlth nothmg,
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-lette‘r sull extant in St. Athanasius (vxde St. Athau. Apol. pages
8-6, Pans 1627 *) from that e-mperor to A:zana, at the time that

beuag there Atzana, and Saxazana, Saizana ; but this is so 'triﬂaig, |
: as toi- mfy little, particularly as ¢ is found redundmt in other

y inscription, as in ayges for uxgu,‘, and Carirsirios: for -

. The letter of Constantxus was wmten m x.he ycar of our




":”‘hayﬁe pcrmxtte@ smh‘a mqwment to romamﬂ | Besades thm,@ﬁ

'Y‘"










u;,m'of ’lhe-‘

/lﬂ\' )







