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whould ‘have been unacquainte mfh events of such greawmporf- ‘ /
~ ance, and about whwh f W l'l?f:f"collocung mformauon for tlne
i suuenonda prince dﬂmhdedafmm Ptolemy himself. ’M :
B ‘bﬂe ob_yec.tmns maybe addcd, that, in summing’ up the

b *'actted‘conquesw in Syna, Bactria, Pcma, ch. j whercas on .the -chau',
the extent of the conquests is carried no farther eastward than the
~coast of the Red Sea. : ;
L e Though some of these objections have, been before staned.they
A xhave none of them hitherto been satisfactorily answqred; and
. against the inscription, as a whole, they appear to me abso,lutcly
0 ununswerablc. There i is a way, however, in whiéh these difficulties
: may dlbe solved ; and that is, by consndcrxng the two parts as dis-
5 mamcnpuons for all these obscurities attached to them, it must
“";‘, ,M ‘observed, proceed. solely from their having been taken as one
% Mptlon for which, too, there is no other authority than the
: ésmgle clrcumstancé of their havmg been found near to cach other;
_ for, as to the supposition of Co!mas, it is easily accountgd for, from
thcgmt dxﬁculty he m&xt have had in ﬁxmg upon any pcra(m
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. through Buré, and by way of Antalow; it was -»a‘,qeom‘panied' by a
note from Pearce, giving us a very satisfactory account of his pre-
sent situation. We were at this time so situated, that it was not in
my power to have any further communication with the Ras, on the
principal subjects of his Lordship’s letter; all thatI could do, there-
fore, was to write to Pearce, desiring that the man who was waiting
at Antalow, might be sent back immediately to Aith, with intelli-
gence (should the ship be waiting there) of our being far advanced
on our way to Massowah. I had afterwards some conversation with
Basha Abdallah concerning the Nayib and Currum Chund, and he
was, I believe, as well convinced of their rascality as myself. He
told me that, in consequence of this, the Baharnegash had orders to
provide us with a guard, and to see us safely to Massowah. An ad-
ditional mule was brought us, which completed the number wanted ;
it’s pr}cc was the same as that of the others. A new difficulty, which
I had expected, now arose ; ill our Christian bearers refused to stir,
till they had received part of their pay; a demand which, though
by no means unreasonable, I was under the necessity of refusing, as
our remaining stock of cash was too small to allow me to part with -
any, not having above five and twenty dollars left; no money be~
ing procurable here at any rate, for I had offered twenty per cent.
for it in the morning, but invain. The mules being ready, I pointed
out to Hamed Chamie the most valuable part of our baggage, that
it might be conveyed by the Mussulmauns, who remained faithful
to us, and left orders with him to stay here till evening, to endea-
vour to prqcure carriers for the rcmamder. and if not, to join us at
the first stage. Hamng»ghm ﬁnally arranged every thing by eleven
q;clock we qmmd Ada‘ym.,aﬂex takmg leave of our fnend Basha
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idered usallh‘iﬁ e “.’;‘g, We dlrpctcd
north of Abba Gamnq,wv@r a i’mderatcly high
f aﬁerwards alqng a Béauuful v;lley, through

sty ”" of ﬁnp‘ watér rups, wlnch tbe xp,hgbxtants had care-
; led pﬂ' in thp lndnan method, into the corn fields. We then
, ?’ascendcd a steep. hnll on the nght to the village of Mumsai, com-
- manded by Ayto Guebra Amlaq, expecting the arrival of our at-
tendants, but in vam,'Aand, qpququcntly, we were obliged to be
satisfied with. wh {dre wmwld pick up, beans, Indian corn,

aud a mld fowl. l spot thjq day a black and whue hawk thh a
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and we had procured two before. In the most perfce! specxmcns
we found twelve feathers in the tail, in pairs of unequal length _
I dnscqvered some of their nests, built in the rushes; they are very

small, and covered over, as appears to be the case with almost all

birds nests in this country. The Derhomais are also numerous here ;
they are fond of roosting among the steady branches of trees, and
make a hoarse croaking noise much like the raven.

“ We found, on Hamed Chamie’s arrival, that our leaving
Adowa had been of great service in forwarding our baggage; as
1mmed1atcly afterwards, Guebra Selassé, and the Basha, by promlses,
threats, and blows, soon compelled the Christians who had en-
gaged themselves in our service to bring on every thing belonging
to us. We stayed at Mumsai till about three o'clock, when the
master of the house came, and made us a present of a bullock and
two goaté, with a view, no doubt, to get rid of us, for we were
advised by our guide to set off immediately after for another vil-
lage. Our road lay up the valley of Mumsai, which is every where
in a good state of cultivation, part being laid out in gardens,chu:ﬂy,
as it appears, for the cultivation of the capsicum. This is no doubt
the stream and vale of Ribierani of Bruce, but neither the name,
nor anecdote connected with it, is any longer known to the inhabi-
tants in the neighbourhood. At the upper end of the valley we

ascemhd a steep and rocky hlll leaving the mougtain of Samayut,

hls sovereign

and 500D aftc: came ina body, armed

as it appeared, to driveus away;
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one more 1mpudent than ’the rest, came close to me, as we were
sitting on a couch in front of one of the houses, and shook his
weapon at me. 1did not choose to bear this, and therefore drew
my hanger. ‘and; declared that 1 would cut him down if he came a
step nearer. On this a general disturbance took place; all our
people seized their arms; while, on the other side, the men stood
* threatening us, and the women on the tops of the houses were ready
with stones in their hands to assault us. Abyssinians generally talk
more than they act, so that the whole ended on their side, in a
violent wranglmg, squabblmg, and noise. As soon as it was over |
left the place, and went down mto the valley, where we spread our
tent on the ground, for the purpose of taking up our abodc for the
~night; but soon after, a deputation of the head men came down,
making many apologles for what had passed, promising to supply
whatwcr“wé m;,ght want, and to put the offender in irons, and to
M"lnm to the Ras. In order to accommodate our people, I con-
nenml to retum to the vﬂlage, wheue we occupied a house belong-

dcred a Mple of bullocks to be killed, one for the Ql;;glstlans, the
other for thc Muasulmauns, and to be cut up in sti‘app for our sub-
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people were in want; and then drew forth the bridle from a corner
of the room where he had himself hidden it, and laughed to their
faces at the dexterity with which he had outwitted them.

“ October 24.—1 took a view this mornihg of the mountains of
Samayut and Assor, from the top of one of the houses of the village.
The head men of the vxllage presented us with 2 cow and a sheep,
and about three in the afternoon we received a message from Ozoro
Tishai, at the village of Gunduftch, requesting our company in the
evening. This message was accompanied with a horn full of maize,
and a small quantity of green wheat for parching.

“ It was accérdingly arranged, that Hamed Chamie and the Mus-
sulmauns with our baggage, should go forward to another village, -
" while we ourselves proceeded about sunset to Gunduftch. This
village is situated on the north-east side of a small, beautiful, and
fertile valley, divided only by a moderately sized hill from the
plain of Samayut. It is built on the first ascent ofa steep mountain,
the summit of which-is terminated by pyramidal masses of bare
rock. It is interspersed with cedars and wanzah trees, and makes a
very picturesque appearance from the valley below.

“ We were received with much attention by the chief, Gusmatie
Ischms (a son of Ras Michael by Ozoro Galadait) who is much ad-
vanbé&'xn years, as also by Ozoro Tishai, who was there on a visit.
Wé%nl the evenmg in the true Gondar style, the conversation be-
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duck balls (as onev ‘fomr@aénd&ms aptly termed themﬁlnade up
ghe ,‘and liai water, and a quantuy of? sour teﬂ‘

of thusupp&l‘ :,,Bchns.énd green whcat were alterwards mtroduced
whu‘:h we begged leave (o make over to our mules. In the early
part of the cvening I managed to get a few questions concerning

i ‘ Bruce, answered by the old gentleman, who said that he was well

acquainted with Gondar. He stated that Bruce was a great favourite
with the Knng, who gave him an ‘excellent houm to live .in, and
provided him with food but that he never gave him any land, nor
command; that he was much with the Iteghé and Ozoro Esther,
and but little with the Rabu; that he never went out to war during .
his stay in tbn country, but kcpt much in-the house, and was very -
or plants, stunes. &e.: he added, that at that time he

de Ras~el~Feel and that he was at the huntmg-
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land under him. Ras Michael gave him a llouse at Koscam, but
never employed him in any of the offices of state: he was a favour-
ite of the Itegh¢, and of Ozoro Esther: he went to the Nile, and
was robbed on his way thither by the son of Absa Bega, at Kor-
ringé, and he (Hadjee Hamed) was the person sent by government
to recover his property. He declared positively that Bruce never
had any country given him, not even at the head of the Nile; nor
was any command conferred on him, either by the King or the Ras;
nor was he in any of the battles between Welleta Fasil and Ras
Michael; and during the battle of Serbraxoes, especially, he was
residing in the house of the Aboona Joseph. He generally lived at
Koscam with the Iteghé, by whom, as well as by the King, the Ras,
and Ozoro Esther, he was much respected: it was by the interest
of the Iteghé, in particular, that he recovered that part of his pro-
perty, of which he was robbed in his way to the head of the Nile.
He did not understand well Amharic or Tigré, and did not speak
much more Arabic thanI do, but had with him an interpreter named
Michael : he generally avoided going much into company.

“ Yusuph, interpreter to the late Aboona, paid me a visit on the
26th of September. He had accompanied the Aboona hither from
~ Alexandria thirty-five years ago, and is related to Marcus, the pre-

~sent Greek Patriarch. He said that he knew Bruce well, and sent
thxea ei' his own. pcople to attend him to Sennaar; that he heard of
 his ha 1 ":“t‘hﬂ‘e,”but had never learned what became of
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years; but that he remembered Abba Sulama, whom, he said, Ras
Michael hung with Negardus, and some others:*he added, that
every thing went on well during the reign of Tecla Haiminout, he
himself, in particular, being well provided for, and possessing plenty
of every Ehing; but that divisions afterwards occurred, and conti-
noal changes of kings; and that when the Aboona died he was left
destitute, and had since been obliged to sell his matchlocks, of
which he had ten, his swords, and all he was worth : he wished much
I would carry him with me to Egypt.

“ A Greek named Georgis, who had resided some time at Gondar,
was a more intelligent man than those I usually met with; he had
travelled over India, and spoke Indostanee; he also wrote Arabic,
and brought me two books, of the Old and New Testament, in
Arabic and Latin, printed at Rome in the year 1671, in each of
which was written  pertinet ad Missionar. de Prop. Fid. anno 1746."
These he shewed with pride, and said he had bought at Adowa.
As he could have no motive for deceiving me, I put the usual ques-
tions to him about Bruce, and his answers fully confirmed the ac-
counts I had before received.

“ Ligantur Metcha, another priest whose name I am unac-
quainted with, Negada Moosa, and the Ras’s principal builder, also
remembered Bruce, and concurred in declaring that he never re-
ceived any. place, government, or land, from the King. They also
affirmed, that he never was commander of any ;roops, pamcularly
the Koccob horse, at the head of which mméwm an mtang@
friend of the priest’s, at the mme that Bruce .

% In the d:ffercnt conversatwns I had wnh
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spoke of him extremely slightly, and evaded any question concern-
ing him as much as possible. All that I could get out of him was,
that he came into the country immediately aftersthe battle of Fa-
gitta, when he himself was appointed to the provinces of Begemder
and Amhara; that Bruce went to the head of the Nile, and was
not present in any engagement, nor held any public situation while
in Abyssinia; and they never could learn why he came into the
country. : g

“ These testimonies, tdgether with the accounts (already inserted
in the journal) given by Ayto Ischias, by the priest whom I met on
my return {rom Axum, and by the servant of Yunus at Adowa, com=
pose a. mass of evidence sufficient, in my opinion, to throw great
doubt on the authenticity of the account given by Bruce of many
of the transactions in which he represents himself concerned, dur-
ing his residence in Abyssinia.

“ Gusmatie Ischias was the only person, excepting the priests,

whom we saw dressed in an under garment, or as they call it,

“ comise;” but all persons about the King, we were told, dress in

this way. He;inform:.ad me that he had left Gondar twenty years,

before which, he entirely resided there, and at Ras-el-Feel. His

sister Akalasa held great power in Tigré, and greatly mﬂuenced
the Ras m‘the early part of his admmnstrauon.
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are nearly vertical. The view of Samayat, in my larger views, will
serve to give a tolerable idea of their forms, as they are all more -
or less inclined t6 the two ﬁgures there represented.

“ We stopped for a short time under 2 Momunna tree, by the
side of a spring of water strongly chalybeate; we then proceeded
“over some rocky grbund scantily covered with poor soil, in an

eastward direction, about six miles and an half, till we came to the
river Angucah. This stream’ is seldom more than twenty feet
broad; and though in some parts its depth is seven or eight feet,
in others it is not so many inches. There are few shrubs and no
trees on its banks; and we observed the largest fish that we had
met with in Abyssinia, appafentfy a species of mullet, some of
which were at.least a foot long. We staid here to bathe, and were
soon after joined by Hamed Chamie and all our train. They
passed the night at a neighbouring village, where they were well
treated, being presented with a sheep, bread, and booza. From the
“i\ﬁgﬁeah we proceeded by so circuitous a route over some high
: 7ﬁillsg that it was Qcarcelx possible to make out our track. We had
not, however, travelled more than two miles before we reached
Doga;. - This village is under the command of Lecka Moqua Ayto
Selasse, whom 1 had met thh at Adowa. He was at thumne at

Antalow. hi G T el
“ October 26.~—The o!d man of the home, mhwappca,rcd to be
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the vﬂ-lage of Dogai, and after travelling nearly four miles, came to a
spot where two streams, one from the cast, and the other from the
south, join their waters and run northward, dividing the districts
of Gella and Techo. A little before the junction, we observed some
deep beautiful basons in the rocks (where the water was remark-
ably pure) forming most convenient places for bathing. We ac-
cordingly took the opportunity of refreshing ourselves in the
stream. ‘We afterwards travelled eastward for some fime in a line
with one of these rivulets, crossing and recrossing it twenty or
thirty times. We met with a species of kingfisher, which Captain
Rudland shot. .
“ Quitting the stream, we travelled about four miles farther
over irregular hills, till we came to the village of Awaledo, leaving
the village of Zonquib about five miles on our left. The inhabi-
tants of the former place were very unwilling to accommodate us;
but finding that their remonstrances could not induce us to depart
(for we had spread our tent and were preparing to-take up our
lodging), they thought proper to afford us a house, and after much”
wrangling, brought us three cakes of bread, and prepared others for
our bearers. The master of the house where we lodged informed
me, that this district was under the divided command of Barrambaras
Guebra Amlac, and Belletina Gueta Welleta Georgis, sons of Ayto
Rossai. In the time of Ras Michael it was ruled by Ayto Gueta
Tucklai. All kafilas passmg through, pay the following rates of
tribute at a vdlagc called Bet Negus (or the king's house) by the
side of the river Mai Kolqual. For each man bearing a load, two
‘handfuls of pepper ‘and for each loaded ass, two pieces of blue
| dmh lf the Shum kwm‘ oi' a kaﬁla passing, he takes a piece of
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Surat cloth, or a brulhé, and in return presents the owners with 2
sheep. When the caravan arrives at Antalow, the.Ras takes five
or six brulhés, Surat cloth, or other articles in proportion. Each
of the two chiefs of the district above mentioned annually pays to
the Ras one thousand pieces of Adowa cloth, and the collector of
the taxes, Ayto Confu, pays two matchlocks. The old man added,
that in King Yasous’s time, the chief of this district paid only three
hundred pieces of cloth; Ras Michael raised it to three thousand ;
but on the accession of the present governor he reduced it to two
thousand.

*+ ¢ October 27.—We received a sheep from the villagers, and at
an early hour resumed our journey. The whole of this district is
surrounded with high and rocky hills, the summits of which are
bare, and composed of regular and horizontal strata. We had to
pass over one of the Jowest ridges, near which are the ruins of a
considerable village; at the top we saw the black eagle of Bruce,
but could not get a shot at it, but Captain Rudland killed an Ash-
"koko. Hence we descended to a small pool of water in the midst
of some fine Daroo and Lahaam trees. Afier descending a steep
hill a little farther on, we proceeded through a valley thinly set
with brushwood; and leaving the villages of Nurtha and Mai Kol-
qual on our left, passed over a rugged point of the mountain, into

a small and uncultivated plain. The next three miles were over
rugged hills, partly covered with kolqual, after ir‘lﬁch we continued
our road between thc two towns -of Bellasla and Gella (Kella of
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stopfied for the night. It is surrounded with very steep hills, with
scarcely any interval of plain ground between them; the water
running only through narrow gullies. The sides of these hills are
formed by walls into ridges for the purpose of eultivation, but the
scanty soil that is upon them is poor and unproductive, and the
whole country around has a very barren appearance. The princi-
pal grain that is cu!tivatcd here is the Leoghé, of which Bruce has,
"by mistake, given a drawing instead of the Teff. This district of
Bellassé is under Bashaw Guebra Eyut, and free of tribute. There
is a toll established here for "the kafilas, both as they go up and
return, which, like all the others, is very irregular. It is at present
in the hands of Ayto Isghé and Tecla Hamainout, who in conse-
quence annually pays four matchlocks to the Ras. A horn of civet
pays a quarter of a dollar, a slave the same, and loaded asses half
a dollar each; sometimes a piece of Surat cloth and a handful
of pepper: The toll for men carrying burthens is the same as at
Gella. There are said to be three of these Guebras, tolls, or bars,
(as they may be most properly termed) between Dixan and Adowa,
namely at Lughoe, Bellassé, and Gella; and at Adowa is a fourth.
Nearly north of Negote, and about six miles distant, is the mountain
of Tucklee, which appears a post of considerable strength. It stands
in the district of a chief in rebellion against the Ras, called Negale
Hatz¢, to whom it has three times afforded a secure retreat against
the troops of Basha Guebra Eyut, who has been as often sent
agaihst him by 't‘he orders of the Ras. The first symptom of his
rebellious disposition was a refusal to go up to the presence, about
- four years ago, on receiving a command, to that effect, from the
Rqs; ~on which Basha Guebra Eyut, in consequence of holding a

s _, AR TR
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district closely bordering on his country, was ordered to march
against him. The force of Hatzé was unable to stand a contest in
the open field ; after a skirmish, in the plain, he fled for refuge to
the hill. The expedition ended, as usual, in burning the villages,
and massacring all the helpless inhabitants It seems the chief did
not consider himself altogether safe in this strong hold, for he com-
pounded with the Basha, and agreed to submit, and pay a fine of
five thousand head of cattle; merely however to gain time, for on
the Ras’s sending his people to receive the cattle, he caused them
to be way-laid and attacked. This brought on a second visit, about
two years ago, from Basha Guebra Eyut, which ended. in seizing
ten of Negale Hatzé’s soldiers, whom the Basha carried before the
Ras. The chief still refused to trust himself in the presence,
which last year brought on a third attack, that ended as unsatis-
factorily as the others. The spirit of the rebel remains unsub-
dued, and he continues to defy all the power of Tigré. He has
a body of three thousand spearmen under him, but no match-
locks. We received a goat from the head man of the village of
Negote, and bread for our bearers, and we killed our two remaining
cows.

October 28.—We left the village of Negote at day break and
descended about two miles in a north-easterly direction to the plain
of Bellassé, through which runs a clear but shallow stream. Captain
Rudland here shot a hooper and a species of lapwing, remarkable
for a strong spine on the pinion of each wing.* For three miles

* It is common in Egypt, and, as a German naturalist very gravely informed

me (who was collecting for the Emperor) is the bird which feeds in the mouth of the
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we passed over flat and poor ground; after which we came, by a
slight descent, to another stream called Nuzeranch. About three
hundred yards before we reached it, I was fortunate enough to get a
shot at the black eagle of Bruce, which was perched on the top of
a high bush. I wounded it in the head : but it still hﬁstrength to
rise into the air, where it flew in a circle six times" round, and
then fell. I was much delighted with this addition to our collec-
tion, which was now growing pretty considerable. Bruce’s drawing
we found to be very correct.

“ We stopped by the side of Nuzerinch for nearly two hours,
baked some bread, made an excellent repast, and afterwards bathed
in the stream. As the mode of our baking bread is somewhat
curious, and may hereafter be useful to travellers, I shall here
describe it. Our flour, (which was generally the unsifted produce
of barley, ground between two stones), was first made up with a
little water into dough. It was then flattened out, and a stone (of
the hardest consistence we could find) which had been in the
mean time heated red hot, was put into the center of the dough
which was afterwards completely closed over the stone into the
form of a round ball. It was then put upon the clearest part of
the fire, and in a few minutes produce‘d us excellent cakes; at least
what we at that time considered as such. This mode of baking
bread is in common use with travellers in Abyssinia. From Nuze-
rauch the country is flat, barren, and covered with brushwood. Hence
we passed between two hills with rocky summits, like castles, and
about four miles farther fell into our old track to the south of that
hill where ye first saw an Abyssinian market. After proceeding
about two miles and a half we reached Abha. Baharnegash Subhart
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was absent,® but we were furnished with bread by Baharnegash
Yasous, who here overtook us. He informed us, that as soon as the
" Ras had received Lord Valentia’s letter, he ordered him to accom-
pany us as far as Massowah.

« October 29.—We left the Baharnegash’s village at an early
hour, and '&r evading all demands for money, passed into the
Serawé plain; but instead of turning off eastward, we kept more to
the northward, for a considerable way along the edge of a gully,
through which flows a torrent in the rainy season ; and after amarch
of about four miles and a half we arrived at the wells of Haddadin,
formed in the bed of the torrent. A number of shepherds, spear
in hand, were busily engaged in watering their cattle, and it was
with difficulty we got a scanty supply for our mules. The cattle
were all of them in health, and most of them were fat. 1 was told
that thiey belonged to a hundred different owners, some of whom
had brought them several days march, no water being procurable
on the eastern side of the country. These shepherds were Mussul-
mauns, and of the tribes below the mountains : most of them spoke
a little Arabic. The wells at this place must bring in a very con-
siderable income to the owner of the land, as a tribute is paid for
all the cattle watered here, the rate of which is regulated by the
dryness of the season. Hence we proceeded to a village above
the wells, called Barraddo, the residence of Kantiba Socinius, the
chief of this district, who was a man of good person, and had all
the appearance of a warrior. He recewed us with much attention,
and treated us with a quantity of maize. We were put into a

* We afterwards ducovered that his absence was merely a trick, tq.{mént supply-
ing our retinue with food. :
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shed, part of which was cocupied by a family of the Hazorta tribe,
which was come up to assist in getting in the harvest. In the even:
ing 1 had an opportunity of observing the manner of livifig among
these people, and of gaining additional information concerfing them.
Their evening’s meal consisted solely of coarse cakes of bread;
which were made from the grain collected that day in the held.
The old woman first sifted away a portion of thé husks; thé
grain was then gri)und by her and a young girl, and dfterwards
mixed up into a thick batter, which was spread out with the hand
on a broken dish placed over a brisk fire; the old woman and
the girl in the mean time being busily engagell in watching its
progress. Am old man, who seemed to be the head of the family,
was sitting at his ease smoaking a country hookah: a boy of about
sixteeti was lolling on a seat ih a recess at the farther end of thé
room; and two children, a cow, and a few goats, formed so excellent
"a group, that I could not resist the pleasure of drawing it. The
family had scareely patience énough to wait till the first cake wag
baked ; and no sooner was it takén from the fire, than it was most
eagerly devoured, and, that nothing might be lost, the old woman
picked out of the ashes eveéry crumb that had dropped. They
seemed however to be. perféctly happy over this frugal repast,
which was concluded with a hearty draught of water.
‘Having to rise at dawn of day, we went to bed soon dfter dark,
but at abolw tl# &'ﬂmw were awakened by our host, who
selvesa W three huridred cakes of bread,
ilk mia 4 jar of honiey ; he had béfore pre-
mnﬂe iﬁahy excuses for a defi-
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«“ October 80.—I was given to understand that-a present was
expected, our host having heard of the money given to Baharne-
gash Subhart, with whom he was then at variance; he, however,
was extremely civil in bringing forward the subject; and as I was
anxious to leave friends in the country (most of the chiefs on the
borders being nearly independent of the Ras), I thought it right
at once, to present him with a Spanish doubloon, which Captain
Rudland chanced to have in his possession. With this he was much
pleased, and we parted excellent friends.

“ Qut road this day, after passing up the valley eastward, which
may be said to cgpstitute a nook of the Serawé¢ plain, lay over wild
and uncultivated hills, covered with acacia and brushwood. After
about six miles riding we came to a gully, at the bottom of which
we were happy to find a slow trickling stream, occasionally ex-
panding into pools, in the deep holes, made by the torrent, which

must, from the nature of the ground, be very violent in the rainy '

season. We brecakfasted here and bathed ; after which, resuming
our jougney, we came in a short time upon our old track, near
the spot where Captain Rudland killed the Abou Gumba: hence
a ride of a mile brought us to the village of Bakauko, where we
immediately procured our old house, and experienced a very
attentive reception from its master. Two of our bearers fell sick
and returned to Adowa. ' -

“ In the course of the day, and during our last night’s stay at the
village, we gained some additional information about the Serawé,
who are all Christians, and are considered as being properly under
the governor of Tigré, but whose power they have for a long time
defied. et
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“ After the Ras’s return from his expedition to Hamazen, he dis-
patched Fit Aurari Zogo against the Serawé: in his attack he is
said to have been victorious, and to have killed one hundred and
fifty people. It was in consequence of this that the Ras gave him
his niece in marriage.

“ It is now only a year ago since a chief of the Sefawé, named
Aguldum, was in arms against the Ras. A family feud was the first
occasion of the Ras'’s interference. Ayto Aylo, Aguldum’s brother,
who held with him a divided command, is said to have been very
licentious in his conduct, and to have carried, from his brother’s
villages, many of the beautics, to satisfy his' amorous inclinations.
This was resented by Aguldum; a quarrel was the consequence;
and Ayto Aylo being the weaker, fled to the Ras for protection,
The fugitive found the Ras already well inclined to support him
against his brother, owing to the following circumstance. Some of
Aguldum'’s soldiers, who had deserted from him a short time before,
had entered into the service of the Ras ; but being soon after dissatis-
fied with their new master, they abused him, by saying that he was
inferior in every respect to their former chief, to whom they deter-
mined to return, an intention they accordingly put in execution.
These two inducements concurring, the Ras marched out in person
against Aguldum, who, on his approach, fled across the Mareb. The
Ras marched on, burning and destroying every thing in the country
before him, but soon met with a check from Aguldum, who mak-
ing a secret march, attacked him, while reposing in full security,
during the night, and cut off many of his people. The steps of the
assailants were traced in the morning to the village of Gella Garoo,
~ which theRas entered and dcstr_oycd, but not before Aguldum had

; \_.‘.fyt»" g




222 ZARAL

escaped to a place of greater security. The Ras returned to Anta-
low, but sent strict orders. to Baharnegash Subhart, and all the
chiefs inrthe‘ngigbbourhood, to give no shelter to Agpldum‘in their,
dominions, and to collect their troops, and pursue him with all,
diligence. {

. “ The chief of Gella Garoo, getting mformatnon of his place of
retreat, attacked him in the night, and speared him as he was slecp-
ixig in his wife's arms : he had strength ,enough,.howcver, to rise, but
was cut down by their knives before he could make his escape over,
the walls : his wilfe, after being ravished, was slain also, and ong¢ of
his .sonsr }fcll in the attack.

“ The Ras, at first, disbelieving the information, thought proper,
to send some of his ‘people, among whom was Guebra Selassé, to
ascertain the fact. They found every thing as had been stated, and.
in ;;onsequénce seized his property for the Ras, consisting of four
hafses, one mule, and twenty cows; also his spear, shield, knife,
and sheep-skin, which latter the Ras gave to Guebra Selassé as .a
reward We Saw Ayto Aylo at Antalow with the Ras, and I was
informed that the Serawe ‘were then upon the best terms with the
Ras. they were commanded by Welleta Ayto Backral and Ayto
Aylo. '

“ October 81.—We distributed our spears this morning among
our bearers, by which they still managed to carry the whole of our.,
baggage I found a man at Bakauko, who left Massowah eight days
ago, and learned from him, that the ship was not then there. We
left the village of Bq,kauko at an early hour, and travelled over

VIYACY e

our old road to the _plain of Zarai, where, on &hs eqsgm,,end, WE
found some running water, near@ fine ar.w ree, of ‘Wm- .thm "
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are several in the vale. This rivulet, however, does not extend
across the plain, being dried up before it gets through the valley.
There is another stream which comes from the northward, running
more to the west, that still carries a considerable stream. We
stopped here to take our breakfast, after which we continued our
journey, ascending the hill on which is situated the village of Ade-
hadid. On the way we met a servant of Baharnegash Yasous, who
informed us that his master had made arrangements for our staying
there for the day, and proceeding to Dixan in the morning: ac-
cordingly we took possession of two sheds prepared for our recep-
tion. For my own part, however, conceiving it pleasanter to be in
the valley by the side of the stream, than in a miserable hut at the
top of a barren hill, T returned, accompanied by Mr. Carter, to the
vale of Zarai, and took with me all the mules, for the sake of the
excellent pasturage which I had observed there, the hill itself af-
fording nothing except kolqual and acacia.

“ November I.—We left Adehadid at daylight, and travelled
over.a country entirely parched up, not a blade of green being
visible, except a few Justitias, and great quantities of acacia and
kolqual. There is scarcely any plain ground between the hills that
form the ascent to Dixan, which we vagain reached by an early hour.
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CHAPTER VI.

O~ our arrival at Dixan, we were received with many demon-
strations of joy by the inhabitants, and their chief, Baharnegash
Yasous, and very soon after, our former plague, his brother, at the
head of the chief men of the place, brought us two hundred cakes
of bread, and a bullock, as a present {from the town. This alteration
of conduct was indeed remarkable, but may be easily accounted
for, by the impression our favourable reception at Antélz)w had
made on the Baharnegash, and the gratitude which I believe he
really felt for our having used our influence with the Ras so power-
fully in his favour, that, soon after our departure, he had obtained
the regular investment of his office as Baharnegash, which he had
in vain applied for ever since the death of his father. We also de-
rived some benefit from the information relative to the history of
Abyssinia, which we had acquired from Bruce and Poncet, and
which was to the natives a source of perpetual astonishment.
Bruce’s drawings of Gondar, and jts vicinity, which we shewed to
the Baharnegash, tended to raise us, in his opinion, almost beyond
the level of mortality. We killed two bullocks for our party, one
of which we bought at the village of Adehadid, for four dollars,
which, with the five dollars that we had been obliged to send for-
‘ward to purchase ﬂour, ghee, and other articles, completely ex-
‘hausted our stock, and we should have been now absolutely penny-
~ voL.m e GG
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less, had we not been able to procure a loan of three dollars from
our guide Guebra Selassé. 1 went out with Mr. Carter in search of
plants and seeds, and procured a few of both, and also a quantity
of black drawing-chalk, which abounds here. We had at noon a
recurrence of the scene at Adowa, concerning the mules; Guebra
Selassé insisting on sending back one more to the Ras. As we had
not received any answer to our letter from Adowa, I remained fixed
to the old point, and declared that he might take back the Ras’s
three, but not the one presented to me by the Baharnegash. The
dispute ended by his telling me that he would take the three; to
which [ again replied, that he might do so if he pleased, and broke
off the discourse by declaring that I would not hear another word
on the subject. Our hero, nevertheless, thought proper, in a short
time, to change his tone, and sent to Hamed Chamie once more to
accommodate matters. I afterwards procured from him ten dollars
more as a loan, to secure him farther in our interests; of which I gave
five to our bearers, that they might laygin a stock of provisions for
the remainder of our journey. Ialso settlegl with the Baharnegash,
who was present at the before mentioned dispute, to leave Dixan
on Sunday, for it was impossible for me to wait for news of the
ship’s arrival at Massowah, having too many mouths to supply, our
party then consisting, altogether, of nearly sixty persons.

“ The Hazorta chief Ummar paid us a visit in the morning, when

1 took the opportunity of giving him some snuff, and a piece of

blue cloth, expressing the pleasure I should have in seeing him
below Taranta. He told me that he was going down to mect a

‘kahila, and escort it hither, but that, whatever were my wishes, he
should be bappy to comply with them; ‘enquiring at ‘the same

TR A e N
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time, if I should want any cattle, bearers, or camels, below Taranta.
I answered, that I was fully provided with bearers, but should re-
quire eight or ten sheep, which he promised to have in readiness.
He was well satisfied, and promised to be a useful man to us,

“ November 2.—We had an application from the Baharnegash -
in the morning, to visit a 'spot which formerly yielded a constant
supply of water, but which, by some chance, has since ceased to
run. In compliance with his wishes, I and Mr. Carter set out on
our mules. The place, which was at least three miles from Dixan,
bore evident marks of there being water beneath the surface, as
the grass was much greener, than on the land around: about two
hundred yards beyond was a gully, in which we found several fine
natural basons formed in the rocks, and full of water, but these
reservoirs, though they are never dry, did not satisfy the old man,
and he begged that I would look in my books and see if it was not
possible to make the water issue out from above. I told him that
it was impossible to do so, since the water had once found its way
into the valley. But my declaration had no effect, so firmly con-
vinced are the Abyssinians, that Europeans possess some magic
power of accomplishing works of this nature. We had another visit
in the afternoon from the Baharnegash, who anxiously requested
me to put off our departure till Monday. To this plan I made
many objections; but the old man pressed so urgently for it, that
it was at last arranged that we ourselves should go on before, and
that the Baharnegash should join us early on Monday morning at
Hallai. We were engaged in making the necessary preparations for
our journey. The thermometer was 70° at 4 P. M. in the cave.

- % The weather had been invariably fine since we left Antalow ;
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the sun, at times, being extremely hot, but the nights cold. During
the whole of our journey from Adowa we saw the inhabitants
gathering in their corn, treading out the barley with oxen, and beat-
ing out the teff with sticks. It was my wish, in compliance with
the instructions I had received from Lord Valentia, to have pro-
cured specimens of the different grains cultivated in Abyssinia, but
the disappointments I had experienced in money concerns at Anta-
low, had left me so totally destitute, that I was obliged to depart
without them. The following is the best account I could collect of
their mode of cultivation.

“ Wheat (of which there are two varieties cultivated in Habesh)
sells from four to six gerbuttehs for the firk of cloth, or dollar.
This is made into large loaves, which are either baked or prepared
by steam, and is eaten only by the first class ; indeed it is rarely
seen but at the Ras’s table, and is called Gogo. Teff constitutes the
chiefl food of all ranks, and being considered of equal goodness with
wheat, generally fetches the same price; it is made into the thin
cakes of a large size called Engara. It varies extremely in quality
_:ind colour, from pure white to black. Neug, a small grain, not
unlike the Raggy of India, is held next in esteem; it sells for as
much as the two grains before mentioned (and often, from being
scarce, fetches double the price); it is mixed w&th teﬂ' or barley,
and is a dry and harsh grain, ‘

“ A species of flax is extensively cultivated in the ﬂelghbourhood
of Dixan: it is not in great esteem for bread, but is much eaten, when
parched, by the lower classes. There is also a species of vetch in
much request, which is chiefly eaten in the morning, cither mixed
up with the ghee and curds into balls, or caten with teff: it is
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always seen at table on fast days, at which time are also introduced
green wheat and parched Indian corn and beans.

“ Of barley (called Ambasha) there are two kinds, one of which
is of a black colour. There is a great quantity cultivated, but it is
less prized than any other grain, and fetches not more than half
the price. This partly proceeds, I imagine, from the difficulty of
cleaning and preparing it; for when properly purified and mixed
with wheat, it makes one of the best kinds of bread used in the
country, and is made in the form of cakes about a foot in diameter,
and three quarters of an inch thick: it 1s however dry and harsh,
and is the only corn given to horses and mules, Indian corn or
maize is much cultivated between Gella and Dixan, but I never
saw it made into bread.

¢ It is scarcely possible to ascertain the actual price of any kind
of corn, from the circamstance of its being only exchanged as an
article of barter, and not haying any fixed price as in other coun-
tries ; besides, almost every man cultivates just enough for the con-
sumption of his own family, and therefore seldom goes to market
either to buy or sell it, % '

“ A gerbutteh of grain is said to make from eleven to fifteen of
the large cakes, or engara ; two of which are considered as suffici-
ent for the provision of one man per day : this, reckoning six ger-
“buttehs to the dollar, will make the keep of a servant amount to
somewhat about two-pence per diem; but I consider this to be
about double the actual cost, as the servants are rarely more than
half fed, not to mention many other circumstances all turning in
‘ ‘)t,he master’s favour.

% # Their implements of huahandry are extremely rude, the plough
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being shaped, to the purpose, out of the root and branch of a tree;
sometimes indeed a ploughshare of iron is added. Two oxen are
invariably yoked to the plough, and it is guided by men alone; in
all the other parts of agriculture, the women take an equal if not
a greater share. The luxuriance of the soil, which in the low lands
will admit of two crops annually, produces a great number.of
weeds; and the clearing of these is one of the most irksome of
their toils. For this they often turn up the ground a second time,
and pick out most carefully every root ; but as this is not sufficient,
when the corn is about half ripe, they collect together men, women
and children, forming a line along the field, and with singing, and
much merriment, pluck forth all the weeds from the corn. The
labour of reaping is entirely thrown on the females. On passing
any field where the women were at work, they uniformly greeted
us with the sharp and shrill cry, which is undoubtedly the Ziraleet,
described by Mr. Russell as being used by the women of Syria dur-
ing the harvest, who also quotes from Pietro della Valle a most
accurate description of it, that it is ¢ a sharp and loud cry of joy,”
made in concert, by a quick and sofewhat tremulous application
‘of the tongue to the  palate, producing the sound heli i 1i li li
il ,
« November 3.—We set out from Dixan at a tolerably early hour,
and travelled a little to the southward of the road by which we
came to that village. The ascent was gradual from hill to hill.
We passed two villages on the left, and one on the right, and then
arrived at Hallai, situated on an elevated plain, well cultivated, and
the hills around thickly covered with oxy-cedar. Here we took
possession of a shed that was assigned us, and afterwards walked
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to the southward in search of plants and birds. - Of the former we
found a few new species, but did not see any birds except thrushes.
About a quarter of a mile from the village of Hallai is a finé spring
of water, which runs successively into several natural basons in the
gully below. It issues out of the side of a rock, and affords a plenti-
ful supply of water throughout the year. We felt here a very
perceptible difference in the atmosphere, the air being cold, and in
some degree moist, as if rain had fallen. The country around also
was not so much parched as below. I bought four sheep for two
dollars, two of which I ordered to be killed. The thermometer
was 75°: our distance from Dixan was six miles and a hallf.

“ The master of this village, who is dignified with the title of
Baharnegash, or Kantiba, brought us some soar (a grain) and milk
in the evening, as also eighty cakes of bread for ourselves and
bearers. I presented a looking glass and beads to his wife in return,
and one dollar to the old man, with which he was well satisfied. &

“ November 4.—We left Hallai at day- light, after having
threshed two or three of the villagers who attempted to stop our
baggage, for what reason I know not. We soon came to the descent
of Taranta, for Hallai is situated on one of the heights of this
mountain, which we walked down with much ease to ourselves and
mules. This pass is at present incommoded with large and loose
stones, but is capable of great improvement, if it were in the hands
of industrious people. There is a yellow flowering shrub that was
in great profusion on its side: the kolqual was also in flower. We
halted at our old station at the foot of the pass, where we found se-
wveral large kafilas on their way up to Abyssinia, loaded chiefly with
cotton. They had been here three days, and expected to remain
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five or six days longer; Ummar, the Shum of the Hazorta in this
éistrict, had the charge of seeing them safely to Dixan. \

« This chief soon paid us a visit, and from him I gleaned the
following information.—That there are three thousand fighting men
in their tribe, under five different chiefs: First, Shum Moosa, who
‘co'mmands in the district of Assahcurry, to the south of Taranta;
second, Shum Ally, who commands at Assalatha; third, Shum
Hussien, at Dallieth ; fourth, Shum Hamed, at Assubah; and him-
self, Shum Ummar, at Dufferkydah, in the neighbourhood of this
place, who also commands the passes of Taranta. All these chiefs,
whose territories extend from near Dixan to the sea, live in strict
amity with each other, and acknowledge Shum Abdallah Welled-
el-Zangarah as supreme. He resides at Zulla, by the sea side, some-
where near to the island of Valentia, where water is procurable
throughout the year ; that s, there are wells, which though generally
exhausted inthe evening, are, like those at Arkeko, full again by the
morning. To this place they all go down in the rains with their
cattle, and remain there four or five months, till the force of the
waters is abated. On their return, they bring with them a consi-
derable quantity of salt, which they exchange for grain in Habesh,
and the districts of Baharmegash Yasous and Subhart. This salt is
procured from a mountain two days journey from Zulla. They
cultivat<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>