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succeeded of course to this trade: but the genius of that people 

wa iU-(orm<!d for commerce j and the very natur of their govern., 

ment was such, as to render their power of short duration in this 

part of the world; for so long oply could they hope to hold it, as 

they followed the line marked out to them by their predecessors. 

On the contrary, instead of adding strength to the union that ought 

to have subsisted between them and the Arabians, their de ire of 

conquest led them to take possession of their sea ports, and even to 

send an army into the heart of their country.* n this expedition, 

how ver, they effected nothing of consequence, but were harassed, 

hamed, and -driven back with disgrace. The, remoteness, too, of 

their seat of government1 was in itself alone sufficient to prevent a 

long continuance even of their influence here; for the viceroy~ of 

EgypCwere more likely to think of enriching themselves, than of 

benefiting the Egyptian traders: besides that the mpire itself was 

hastening fast to its end. These circumstances, added to the 'u­

pineness and indolenoe of the Arabians, made an opening for the 

neighbouring powers, too advantageou to be long neglected; and 

accordingly we find, tbat it was shortly afterwards laid hold of, and 

by a nation which, until the Christian rera, had been known only 

by vague report. 

" These were the very Egyptian tribes, which, mingling with the 

ancient inhabitants of the country, had extended their conquests 

eastward, and hf\d established their power at Axum, under a feudal 

sovereignty; a government which, more than all olhers, is likely 

to attach the neighbouring .tribe~ to its interest, since jt does not 

require any change in their general system of policy, to enable 

• See both Strabo's aod PlioT' ttCCol1Dt of C. Galla.'. expedition. 
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them to become an integral part of the state. From Axum, theit 

conquests soon extended to the Red Sea; and here, fin~ing friends 

in the inhabitants of the city of Adulis (which had also been built 

by refugees . from Egypt), they together formed a very powerful 

nation, which was enabled to assume a consequence in the Red Sea, 

that the then possessors of the trade were unequal to oppo e. Of 

these facts we have information also in the Adulitic and Axum in­

scriptions, and in the Periplus, writt~n, conceive, after the time of 

Pliny, who, except Strabo, was the first to notice this rising nation; 

the latter writer having only remarked, in his account of the Ethi­

opians, that" as yet none of the Ethiopians had interfered with the 

commelce of the Red Sea." From the date of the Adulitic inscrip­

tion, their power became supt'eme in this part of the world; and 

they formed a maritime barrier between the Romans and the Per .. 

sians, which induced the former to conciliate them by repeated 

embassies, and annual presents, the magnificence of which strongly 

points out the consequence that they held ill the scale of eastern 

politics,· which consequence continued, in some degree, until a con­

siderable time after the rise of the Arabians under Mahomet. 

"A idolatry declined among the Romans, by the same channel 

that the worship of Mars had been introduced, the true religion of 

Christ found its way into Abyssinia, and at length was happily 

established as the religion of th country, about the year 330, 

in the reign of Abrella, or, as he was called by the Romans, Aeizana, 

(who had at this time taKen his brother Abybeha) or Saeizana, to 

share in the empire). The persons to whom the introduction t of 

• NicephQrul, p. 719, ch. cuiii. t Vide Fred. Spanheim Historia Christiana, 
Secul. jy. cap. iv. viii. aDd Socrat , lib. 1. cap. XLX. 
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Christianity is attril;>uted, are Fl'timentj~s and .£desius, according 

to the account given by Rufinus, who declares that he had it from 
, -

A:desius himself, who also returned from Abyssinia, and was made 

Bi hop of Tyre: but he spoke of it as in Iudia, which occasioned 

much confusion; yet it is most clearly made out to refer to the 

Axomites, by S1. Athanasius, and Constantius's letter to Aeizana 

and Sazana; and that the former reigned at Axum, is clearly esta­

blished by the Axum insc ·ption. 

" Frumentius and -A:desius, two young men, Chr~stians, but un­

ordained, in company with one Meropius, a Tyrian, were ship­

wrecked on the coast, where, bein captured by the barbarians, 

Mcropius was ~i11ed; but the young men were taken before the 

King ofAxum, and accepted into his service. Afterwards, on the 

king's death, they rose to great honours, even to the administration 

of the gov.ernment, by the appointment of the Queen, during the . 

minority of her son. 

" By their influence, the foundation was laid for the conversion 

of the Abyssinians; and for the purpose of promoting it, Frumen­

tius returned to Egypt, ,and was there appointed Bishop of Axum • . -

by Atilanaslus, in ~ hich capacity he returned to Abyssinia . • On the 

disgrace of St. Athanasius, Frumentius was attacked -by the -Arian 

party, as ,appears by a letter from t~e Emperor Constantius to 

the Kings Aiezana and Sazana, nqw extant in St., Athan: ApoI. 

(vide B) requiring that they would· send Frurnentius toAlexandria~ 

An embassy also was sent about this ti[lle for the saIne purpose into 

Arabia and Abyssinia, + as appears in Philostorges, an Arian writer; 

.. St.Athen. Arch.Alexand. Ild Imp. CODslanlium Apol. Paria, MDCXXVU. p. 693. 
t Philo8tor. Bee. Hist. Lib. iii. 8Qd Nie. Call. Cap. XVIII. . 
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nd it is not improbable, that by this embassy was sent the letter 

of Constantius above referred to. The chief of this embassy was 

Theophilus, an Arian bishop. The account of his mission is valu­

able, and appears to me not Lo have been before sufficiently noticed. 

" He was an Indian, who in Constantine' reign was sent as a 

hostage from the Divrei; * and being a man of great learning and 
• I . 

knowledge, was afterwards raised to the episcopal dignity. In this 

mission he is said to have carried out two hundred Capadocian 

hOT es, besides other presents, to the eastern prine . He built 

three churches, one at Tapharon in Arabia, another at the Roman 

emporium at Aden, 1- and another on the island of Ormuz. He 

then passed over to Diabe, and to mallY other pal'ts of Jpdia; 

crossing from Arabia, he went over to the .!Ethiopians called Axo­

mites, who lived on the left side, to those sailing up the Red Sea, 

and who were so called from their metropolis, Axum. Having 

there settled every thing to his satisfaotion, he returned to the 

Roman territory. ,Besides his extensive learning, he is recorded to 

have understood medicine (hunc enim divina virtute morbos curare 

fama celebris erat). His success in Abyssinia, however, though 

asserted in general terms, can carcely be allowed, when we con­

sider the high favour in which Frumentills wa held j for if wc ' 

may believe .the Abyssinian annals, which here are peri4 cdy con­

sistent. with the Byzantine writers, both he and the other mission­

arie with him, were, on his return, received with open arms by 

the chiefs, treated with high honour and respect, and by the com-

• Inh bitants of'islands in the eastern sea •. Vide Vincent, 495. 
t This circumstance tends to make the PeriplQ of laler date than this period, as 

Aden was l~tl) evid~ntJ'y Dot destroyed. 
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man people almost vener ted as divine agents. No nation, indeed, 

ever reoeived the Christian religion with more willingness than ' 

the Abyssinians, so that a great part of them were in a short time 

baptized to the faith; lands ~re set apart for the priesthood; 

churches were erected, and 'Others afterwards excavated out of the 

solid l'Ocks, by workmen ent for out of Egypt, by the orders of the 

A yssinian emperors, and Wllich they to this day retain. One of . 

these I saw at Abhaha uba, which is undoubtedly of great antiquity, 

and resemble much the architecture of Egypt. With the rite of 

Christianity, however, they eith r incorporated many ceremonies 

hich they had borrowed from the Jews, Of, which is perhaps as 

likely, they received Christianity mixed with many Jewish r'tes, 

which had not, in the early periods of the church in Egypt, been a 

decid dly separated from it. Over thi church, from its first faun· 

dation, the supremacy of the Patriaroh of Alexandria seems to have 

been ack.nowledged, for the Emperor Justin writes to Asterius, 

Bishop of Alcxand ia, to incite the King of the Axomite against 

Dupaan;* and it was wisely determined that the chief priest, or 

Aboona, should' be stranger appointed by him; thus securing to 

so remote a country, on the death of each Abooua, a renewed sup-
, . 

ply of learoing and Chris ian knowledge, superior at least to what 

wa , likely to be fouod there. 1m. ubsequeDt periods, from time to 

time, ~any holy men went over from Egypt, who were invariably 

received with reverence by the inhabitants, particularly nine or 

ten of great sanctity, between the year 470 and 480, whose memory 

is still highly relipected in the province of Tigre, ,where as many 

churches were built and caiJed afLer their lWlles. 

• Vide Baroaiua lib, vii. A.D • .sM, 
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"The faith which they received with enthusiasm, they main­

tained with fir~ness; for so early as the lime of Justin, about 

the year 525, when it appears that they were absolute masters of 

the Red Sea, we have a well authenticated account of a formidable 

arr~y having been sent over to assist the Christians in Arabia by 

Caleb Negus, or Elisbaas, which proved successful. It was to this 

prince \ that Nonnosus was sent as embassador by J usti~, part of 

whose account is still extant in Photius,- and the Adulitic inscrjp­

tion was also copied at this time by Cosmas. 

" This, and the succeeding reign ofGuebra MaskaJ, or Hellestheus, 

who was cotemporary with Justinian, and to whom the latter sent 

lulianust as embassador, for the purpose of awing the Persians, and 

gaining a monopoly of the Indian trade, particularly sille, form the 

brightest period of the Abyssinian monarchy, as clearly ascertained 

in history; but I think we may presume, that it wa also powerful 

at the time of the second Adulitic inscription being erected: to 

ascertain the date of this, is therefore of the greatest importance. 

But even computing from the time of the Axum inscription, when 

Aeizana was styled King of the Homerites and of the Sabreans, it will 

give us a space of upwards of two centuries for the duration of the 

su periorit y of Abyssinia over Arabia, and consequent] y of its command 

of the Red Sea, although the Arabian authors allow the Abyssinians 

to have absolutely ruled by their viceroys over Arabia F lix for 

no more than seventy-two years!. Soon after Hellestheus, or in the 

latter part of his reign, their power began to decline in Arabia, 

owmg to the sJesertion of their own troops, who became inde .. 

• Biblioth N. S. pm. i. c. t Procopius, C. XIX. page. 60. 

*. Hi8toria Joctaniclaram, page IS5, Ul, and 41. 
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pendent settlers· there, and to the increasing power of the Persians, 

who were gaining in this part a decided superiority, and who suc­

ceeded at last in driving them from the country, though th y mo­

le ted the coast afterwards by frequent invasions, and kept up their 

influence in the. Red Sea even to a later period than the time of 

Mahomet; for we find in Abulfeda,+ that the King of Abyssinia gave 

protection to all the refugees who then fled from Arabia, among 

whom were some of the first families in that country, particularly 

Gafar, the son of Abu Taleb, in defiance of all the solicitations 

made to 11im to give them up. Af~erwards, when the Mahomedan 

dynasty became all-powerful in this quarter of the world, though 

all their Arabian possessions were taken from them, their com­

merce and their consequence annihilated, their country invaded, 

and even their capital itself endangered, yet the Abyssinialls re­

mained firm ; and alone, of all the nations of the Ea t, uccesfully 

continued to defend their faith against the ferocious attacks of the 

surrounding Mahomedan states. Yet the tmggle ill which they 

were eng .. ged was severe indeed; and it is almost certain that they 

would ultimately, and even bhurtly, have sunk under it, had not, 

almost at this last extremity, the Portugu se arrived, after the dis­

covery of the passage round the Cap of Good Hope, to their assist­

ance. This happened in the year of our Lord 154 J , when Claudius 

sat on the throne, who, as well as his l~lllier David, to whom he had 

just ~ucceeded, had been for some years engage~ in a defensive war 

against Mahomet Gragne, KiDg of Adel, o~e Qf the most blood-
, 

• Tbese nlay be what are ofLen called the AbyssiniaDi iD Arabid, which afterward., 
confuted even Ludolf. 

t AbuJfeda )1uIlemii., V 01. I. 
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thirsty savages history has recorded. The accession of Europe n 

troops, as might be expected, soon changed the face of affairs; and 

after many desperate battles, in which the Portuguese were chiefly 

engaged, under their brave commander Diego De Gama, who in 

enterprize, though not in success, almost equalled h is brother, the 
• 

. Moors were driven back, their king kill d, and their armies nearly 

annihilated; whiJe a11 hope of resources from the other coast were 

cut off by the Portuguese fleet, which then rode triumphantly in 

the Red Sea. 

" It has been usual with many to condemn altogether these cru­

sading expeditions; yet, in this instance, the effects resulting from 

it were in a high degree beneficial to the empire of Abyssinia, whioh 

was, in fact, completely saved, by the mode of warfare then in­

troduced, and by the progress in civilization which the native mad~ 

under the tuition of the Portuguese, and tQ which alone is to be 

attributed the superiority which they have to this day retained 

above all the nations around them. This superiority has, however, 

been kept up only by a continual struggle, which gradually ha 

tended to weaken their power, and render their situation every day 

more and more precarious, so as to make it likely that they may 

not, without assistance, be able much longer to stand out against 

. the superior numbers of the Galla. 

" Much, however, as we may admire the effects resulting from 

this expedition of the Portuguese, we cannot but condemn the 

bigotry with which their priests attempted to force the Roman 

Catholic religion on the Abys inian , which succeeded only for a 

short time, merely from the eakness of one of their kings. For they 

were not content with infringiDg upon .their ancient rites and cere .. 
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monie with altering their fasts, and denying them a participation 

in the holy ' supper; with burning their altars, and consecrating 

new' ones; but they were absurd enough, which more particularly 
, 

incensed the people, to treat them all as pagans or idolaters, by 

insisting on their re-baptism and the re-ordination of their priests; 
• 

thus uimecessarily heaping, as their king complains in one of his. 

letters, baptism on baptism, and priesthood on priesthood. To this 

their Patriarch added the folly, not to give it a worse term, of dar­

ing to excommunicate the legitimate sovereign of the country 

Such repeated acts of aggression at length brought on them the 

merited punishment, and the exhausted patience of the Abyssinians 

gave way to a ' bitter rancour, which burst forth in the destruction 

of part of the priests; in the expUlsion of the rest; and finally, in 

the exclusion' of all strangers from the country. Yet the gratitude 

still felt for the servjces which, as soldiers, the Portuguese had 

rendered them, induced the Abyssinians to treat all, but the priests, 

with kind and continued attention, which cannot be more strongly 

shewn, than by an extract from a letter, written by Basilides,­

when he expelled the fathers from the country. 

" 'Lo, our messengers have faithfully delivered to us many 

things that you said, and various reasons that you urged, when 

they declared to you our command that you should return to your 

own country. First, you 'say, " we did not come of our own accord, 

but were sent in consequence of repeated letters written to invite 

us. OJ What! do you still pretend ignorance of the n.umerous causes, 

though so clearly laid before you in our fanner letter, for which 

we have obliged you to migrate to your own oountry' Y leek 
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you that we should again repeat them? Recollect you not the 

late fierce disputes' between you and the people of Abyssinia, nay, 

which have always existed, from the contempt in which they have 

held your rites, your ceremonies, and your religion; and which 

have been carried to such a length, that, had not God protected 

you on high, and the favour of our emperor below, would have 

prevented your s'taying, I will not say twenty-two years, but even 

half a year, in the country? It is needless to describe how many 

men for this cause have been sacrificed, or how mauy labours and 

troubles the late emperor suffi red in your cause, since all this must 

be fresh ill your memory. But, in truth, the Emperor finding 

that this change of religion could by no means stand, him elf, as he 

had first introduced, so he again changed it; returning to the 

fundamental doctrines of his fathers, which is the rock of the Alex­

andrian faith; and this he confinned by his public edicts, so that 

it may not again be altered from generation to generation. What 

bel ngs to the faithful account of those brave Portuguese, whom 

you have wished to recall to our memory, who) in defence of re­

ligion, came into Ethiopia in the time of the Emperor Claudius, we 

perfectly know that they came for a good cause, and that in the 

very year they entered the country, peace flowed in like a river, 

and one people no longer rose against the other. For they did not 

teach the doctrine of perseoution, or assemble together for the pur­

pose of destroying the "ncient religion handed down by the fathers 

and Apostles, nor did they force anyone to observe other rites 

than those which were in public use, but rather fought in the de­

fence of them, to free their country from the, hands of a plunderer 

and a robber, c:ommanding an army too truly Mahommedan. 
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These men are worthy of every praise, and they received their re· 

ward from our kings, so that they planted their vines, and tilled 

their lands in a country, where they bad received nothing, not even 

a foot of land, as an inheritanoe. AmI whatsoever they have left, it 

remains to thei chiJdren, who. to this day live among us, upon 

the bread granted by us, and bequeathed to them by their fathers ~ 

nor is there anyone who can say to them, What do you here? or, 

whai business have you in tbis country? since all know that they 

came for the public good: 

" From these facts it will appear, that although partial here­

sies and gradual corruptions may have crept into the Abyssinian 

church, which was the natural consequence of their peculiar and 

isolated sjtualion, yet they can justly claim the honour, not only of 

having resisted the open and formidable attacks of the Mahome­

dans, but likewise the more insidious attacks of the Romish church; 

as also, in its earlier period, of having resisted the Arian schism, and, 

l~ke the Coptic Greeks, to whom their church is nearly allied, ay , 

slill consider themselves as adhering to the faith which they first 

received. At the present moment, however, the nation, with its 

religion, is fast verging to ruin; the Galla and Mussulmaun tribes 

around are daily becoming more powerful; and there is reason to 

fear that, in a short time, the very name of Christ may be lost among 

them. Some events have lately occuflcd li~ely to hasten their fall; 

namely, the death of th ir late Aboona Marcus, and the failure of 

their endeavours to procure another from Egypt. By this, the last 

tie which bound them to the mother country is cut asundc;r; dj • 

sions among the priest .have already ensued; the consequence of 

which is, that their most holy rites are likely to become objects of 
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(lerision, froPl the slovenly manner in which they are perforrrled, 

and the s~cred character of the priesthood to fall into contempt, 

from tbe dubious a~thority by which the priests are now ordained 

to its duties. To this may be added, that t.he little learning they 

ha ve among them will soon be exhausted, being cut off entirely from 

the source that supplied it. 

0" It appears to me, that these circumstances caU for the serious 

consideratjon of all Christians; for when so much trouble is taKen, 
I 

"I1d so much expenee incurred, in endeavouring to convert infidels 

to the faith, might it not be of equal, or more consequence, to give 

relief to a nation, already professing, generally, the sam~ faith with 

ourselves, who at so very early a period received the Christian reli. 

gion, cherished and defended it against its operi and secret enemies, 

and who still maintain it; not pure imleed, but as their established 

faith; and to prove that they are a people not unworthy of our care~ 
let us refer to what the Jesuits have said of them, at a time indeed 

when tbey were friends, but which, as· Ludolf ,well observes, they 

never afterwards contradicted. In a letter from Fremona they write 

thus: 'Let it be particularly noted, that although the Abyssinians 

have fallen into many and gr.eat enol'S concerning the faitb,yet, ex­

cepting these, it is certain that they still preserve that excellent dis. 

position, and good natural inclination to all 'yirtue and pi ty, which, 

from of old, they have pos essed; and that even now, according to 

what the Fathers have seeD, much fewer sins are found among them, 

than in many other Christian countries in Europe, where our holy 

faith remains as-yet uncorrttpted:t< Again: 'They give with much 

willingness alms to the poor, and treat strangers with hospitality.' 

• Ludolfl Com. 194. Ex Epiatolia de annia 1607-8. 
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" The Patriarch Alphonso Mendez also thus spea~s of them, and 

his authority is of great weight, considering that he retained these 

opinions after his expulsion from the country: 'They are wonder­

fully affected towards divine matters; and have, from the time of 

the Apostles, amid the darkness of the Gentiles and MahoOledans, 

kept alive a spark of faith and of the Christian name. Above all 

things they are inclined to reading and knowledge. As to what 

belongs to their disposition, I can generaIJy say, that the more noble 

and cultivated among them do not yield to Europeans, and th t 

those of the lower order far excel OUf common people; so that 

there is scarcely one among them who can be called stupid and 

foolish,' Sec. 

" Poncet. whose fidelity as a traveller must ever rank him high, 

(p. ~42) bears witness to their piety, attention to the duties of their 

religion, and their singular moder~tion with regard to others dif­

fering from them in point of doctrine. In addition to these, my own 

observations tend fully to corroborate what I have here quoted. I 

believe them in general to be possessed of most excellent inclina­

tions, with great quickness of understanding, and an anxious desire 

of improvement; and I am fully persuaded that there is no part of 

the world where European inflncnce might be exerted with more 

beneficial ~ffects than in Abyssinia." 
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THE direct communication between Abyssinia and other Chris­

tian nations may be cOllsidered as again opened, by the vi it of Mr. 

Salt to Tigre, after having been closed ince the year 1558, when 

Soolimaun Basha conquered Massowab, DhaJac, alld Suakin, and 

deprived the Abyssinians of all access to the Red Sea. In the course 

of the two succeeding centuries, the power of the Turks declined 

more rapidly than that of their Christian opponents; and ,the want 

of provision from the more fertile table land, induced the possessors 

of the ports in the Tehama to permit a trade to be carried on 

through their country, though they loaded it with the most oppres­

sive dllties. 

Within the last fifty years the Turkish power has been little felt, 

even at J iddab, and at Massowah not at all. The Nayib, unable by 

himself, to resist his more powerful neighbours, prudently yielded 

to the stream, and used some degree of moderation in his de­

mands of duty on the goods imported into his harbour. Still the 

gate of Habesh was considered by him as his; and he probably 

'entertained a hope, that he might one day have it again in hIS power, 

to rai e the duties to an height, that would liberate him from his 

pecuniary' emb"rrassments. Abyssinia itself was t.orn by intestine 

broil, and Ardbia Wps more violently convulsed by the civil and 

religious hostilities of the Wahabee, against the followers of 

Mohammed. That, under uch circumstances, the Nayib should 
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behold with alarm the arrival of a powerful nation in his seas, is 

not surprising. He must have been immediately conscious that he 

was at their mercy; and he must have suspected that they would 

be attached to his opponents, who proft:Ssed the sam ligion, and 

whose country produced those articles of trade, of which his own 

was . tota1Jy destitute. The Banians also,. who aw plainly that a 

direct trade, between the British and Abys inians, would put an 

end to their vast profits collected both at Mocha aI)d Massowah, 

added to the alarms of th~ ayib, by the invention of a thou and 

idle tales, and probably sed even bribery to excite his brothers 

and his Ascari, to f?rce him into those measures of perverseness 

and hostility, which were, I am convinced, contrary to the natural 

bent of his inclinatiwl. 

These palliative circumstances would induce me to wish, that 

the Nayib should be considered as a friendly power by the Bl'iti h, 

if any permanent arrangement should take place between tbem 

and the Abyssioians. The Island ofValenti.l might, with little dif­

.6culty, be procured from him, as it only yield him a revenue of a 

few dollars; and all di putes respecting duties would be at an end, 

as the g~ods might pass direct to ZuJla, lhe village mentioned by 

Mr. alt, a situated on the sea shore, in the territory of the H~orta, 
and which is the arne I before alluded to, as being at the bottOl1,l 

of Annesiey Bay. Thi amicable arrangement might prevent the 

immediate ruin of MassiOYr.ah a an independent state; but, its 

power is merelyartifi· t and dep nd only on the troops 11 is 

ttade, its g dual 
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Independently of those occasions on which they were guided by 

their intolerant zeal, the Portuguese have generally acted in Asia, 

in a manner that other nations might copy with a'dvantage; and I 

trust that Great Britain, which has succe~ded to her power in 

India, will also follow her example in cultivating a connection with 

Abyssinia. The crescent of,Mohammed no longer, indeed, ~ reo 

bodes danger to Christiamty, but the equally terrible eagles of rege­

nerated France threaten univer al destruction to ancient establish­

ments; and it is apparent, that their formidable master has more par­

ticularly formed his plans against the eastern Empire of England. 

It was for the farth.erance of this object that Egypt was conquered; 

and i is a continuation of the same policy, which has brought 

Seid Mohammed Akil to the Red Sea, to cultivate the friendship 

of the Arab powers. Abyssinia is of infinitely more importance 

than these; but fortunately, France: kn~w not that Abyssinia w 

accessible. She conceived that, by securing tb Island of C afar, 

with 1t excellent harbour, its fresh water, fuel, nd provision, 

she could form an establishment which would command the pas· 

sage of the Red Sea; and that, by entering into alliance with the 

Wahabee, whose oWer had been slighted by the Bombay govern­

ment, and with the Imaum of Sana, ho hated the British name, she 

should render a continuance in th Red ea impracticable to any fleet 

exoept her own, by cutting off all the nec ary supplies. These 

e pectations are completely annihilated by the discovery of Dhalac, 

Valentia, and the other islands, and by the connection with Abys-

inia, whence the whole British navy might be supplied with pro, 

isions. It is a source of iafinite gratification to me, that the conduct 

0( Mr. SaIt, <Captain dl' t and Mr. Carter, su~h, during 
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their visit to the Ras, as not only' to conciliate his esteem, but to 

leave a favourable impression of the national character throughout 

the country. It"is therefore completely in our power to form that 

connection with Abyssinia, which will for ever shut O!lt the 

Frtnch; but if we sho,!ld neglect the opportunity, they will profit 

by our folly, as they have done in Arabia; and the discoveries 

made on the ea tern shore of Africa, instead ofbecoming a national 

benefit to th(( English, will 0111y tend to increase the already too 

preponderating power of.her implacable adversary. 

"Th advant ges that Abyssinia will obtain, by a direct com­

munication with European natioQs, are incalculable. A~ present, she 

is uffering under all thoSe evils that att.end an inefficient govern­

ment. H~r Icing is invariably in the power of one ambitious subject 

or another; and receiving no reveuue but from, the nearly inde-

ndent governors of his different provinces, he is incapable of 

securing a sufficient force to sustain himself, or to prevent them 

from wasting the resources of the country in mutual hostility. 

The consequence is, that the Abyssinian of Tigre fights against 

the Abys inian of Begemder; and the Galla, ~aking advantage of 

their enmity, is gradully incroaching on both. The Governors of 

t11e differ nt provinces are obliged to diminish the revenue by grants 

to their followers, who, conscious tliat they have no legal right to 

the sovereignty they assume, would otherwise desert them, and 

seek for a more ml,mificent master. The result of these measures 

has been shewn in Mr. Salt' account ofTigr', the revenUe of which 

seem to have been reduced to about one half of what it was in the 

time of Ru Michael Suhul. 

Still the po el' of Tive preponder41te8 "; and the Ras WelIeta 
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Selasse is vested with the constitutional, but immoderate, po ver 

of prime minister. This is fortunate, as through that province alone 

can any communication be carried on, at present, with Gondar. An 

alliance with the British would supply him with arms, ammunition, 

and revenue, and thereby enable him to liberate his sovereign from 

the oppression in which he is now held, and tOo place in his hands 

the sceptre of t~)e finest part of Africa. Abyssinia under one m~ ter 

would resume her ancient consequence; her people would culti­

vate their fields in tranquillity; and her eternal enemies, the GaIJa, 

would soon be driven, by the .possessors of fire arms, into their own 

country. Nor would they,.in all probability, long remain unsub­

dued. It)s only difficult to fix in imagination the boundaries 

of the Abyssinian empire. By an alliance with Great Britain, the 

Christian sovereign of these realms would be render d independent 

of his refractory chiefs, and those repeated insurrections and re­

volutions, in which the people invariabJy suffer equal}y with the 

monarch, would at once be at an end. He would have time to learn 

from his allies the arts of peace; and the amiable character of the 

. Abyssinian, which Mr. Salt has drawn from his own experience, and 

the accounts of former writers, gives a fair promise, that a little 

labour would produce incalculably good effects. I cannot but flatter 

myself that Christianity, in its more pure forms, if offered to their 

acceptance with caution and moderation, would meet with a favour­

able reception; at any lAte, the improvements in arts and sciences, 

which follow trade, would ameliorate the national character, and as- . 

sist in bringing back their own religion to a degree of purity, which 

it has long ' lost. This would be greatly farthered, if the English 

were to use their influence with the Archbishop of Alexandria, to 
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send out as Aboona, a man of education and talent. Hitherto no 

man, who had any expectation of rising in hi native country, would 

accept an office which was, iu fact, a perpetual banishment, to live 

among a barbarous p ople, with whose language he was unac­

quainted, and vho w re surroimded by Mussulmauns, cuttinO' off 

all communicatio with other Christians, and gradually incroach­

ing on their territories. An Aboona, going out under Briti h pro­

tection, would have far oth II idea '; and the fairer side of the pic­

ture would tempt an ambitious man to accept an office which 

would give him the upreme control over a numerous clergy, 

among a people highly reverencing his acred character, in a healthy, 

fertile, and pleasant country, where, in affluence and raQk, the sove­

reign alone could be con idered as superior to him. 

The J1estoring of tranquillity to the provinces, arid a legal trade 

to the united empire, would also have the very important effect of 

putting an end to the exportatioJ.? of slaves, ~vhich here is not only 

Hable to the same objections as on the western coast of Africa, hut 

to the still greater one, that the slaves e~ported are Christians, ~nd 

that they are carricd into Arabia, where they inevitably lose, not 

only their liberty, bl:lt their religion. 

England has felt it an imperious duty, to step forward and libe­

rate the unfortunate Negroes from slavery; and I trust the similarly 

liard fate of many thousand Christians, requires only to be known, 

to call equally for her active exertions in. their favour; especially · 

as those exertions ill. in every point of view, be beneficial to · 

herself. 
The trade, that is at present carried on by Abyssinia with Ar~bia, 

i of conaiderable importance. From Jidda, she receives: many 

..... 
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articles of J!:W'Qpean manufacture, embroidered eivets, arms, glas 

ware, s,ilk , and satins; from MQcha, lndia goods of every quality, 

from fine muslins and kincaubs to the coarse Sl,lrat cloths, which 

are used as art.icles of apparel in a ~reat part of Africa. On these, 

a 1 have before observed, when speaking of the fair of Berhera, 
• 

the Banians demand what profit they please; the Imaum has a 

duty of ten per cent. on the expor. nd import, and the Najrib an· 

o~her to the same amount. To the consumer, therefore, e article 

comes above one hundred per cent. d~arer than it would do, were 

tbe importation d~rect: yet the value of the goods imported at . . 
Mas owah .i estimated at four ,hundred thousand dollars per 

annum, e elusively of raw cotton, which is purchased by the Abys­

si~lians for their dresses, althpugh the plant grows in their Qwn 

country, frQm an ignorance of the way of c.leaning it. Of this article 

there is, at present, $0 great a 'scarcily"that I:;Iadje Hassan declared 

to Ole, three ship loads would find a rea~y market. It is worth 

balf a dollar per rottol, though the usual p'rice is only fifty dollars 

per bahar. No merchant of aS$owah has a capital sufficiently 

large to enable him to purchase a cargo, ,por ~ven a large pr~por­

tion of a cargo; but experiepce has given rise to a confidence in 

the ~onour of the dealers, which justifies the captain of a ship in 

trusting his property in t eir hand. Hadje HaS$an or Currum 

Chund would receive the cargo, and consider themselves respon i­

ble for the whole; they would dispose of it in smaller quantities 

to ·people whom they knew worthy of credit, who would depart 

with it into the ~nterior, and would, in about- three months, return 

with the value in gold and oLb r arliel s. A large s ip belonging 

to the Nawaub of Sur~t arriv d a few years ago, d actually dis-

vo .... m. 
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po ed of her carg in the above manner, but the captain was ob­

liged to pay five hundred doBars for anchorage; and Hadje Hassan 

is of opinion, that the Nayib, in defiance of his engagements, would 

insist on receiving the same from any British merchant vessel 

which should trade in his country. Till a regular arrangement 

shall have been made with Abyssinia, it is an object hardly worth 

a dispute, and had therefore b ter be paid. 

Theon articles ofvaJue which Abyssinia produces, are gold and 

ivory; but of these the quantity is sufficient to pay for the manu­

factures at pr nt importeil; and the fo~mer would incre~se, as .the 

trade should extend to the eastward into those countries, where it 

is produced in the greatest abundance. A considerable caravan 
• 

arrives at Massowah in February, which brings down slaves, mules, 

cattle, honey, zibet, ivory, rhinoceros ,horns, and a few tdOing ar­

ticles. The b,alance of trade is in favour of Abyssinia, so that several 

thousand dollars find their way there, but are hardly considered as 

a current coin. Two hundred wakeas of gold were brought Jown by 

the last caravan; and Currum Chund informed me, that, at a 

month's notice, he could procure (wo thousand, to pay for goods 

that were desirable. The wake a, or ounce of gold, costs at Massowah 

eleven dollars and three quarters, which, at two shillings and six­

pence the dollar, is two pounds twelve shillings and tenpence half­

penny. One pound of this gold contains as follows: 
O~. dwt. ,... 

966 
!a 10 0 

o 8 .18 

Ii 0 0 



'VISI T TO ABYSSI IA. 

An ounce of thi~ gold is worth fi. 18s.44. jf pure gold be worth 

{4· which gives a profit of 5S. 5td. per ounce. The following esti­

mate wil1 shew the value of the ivory trade. 

1000 frassel of 32tlbs each, at 221- dollars per frassel, 

at ¥. 6d. dollars 22,500 

Agent's commission on the purchase, ., per cent. 

Shipping, and delivery on board, 1 per cent. 

Cost on board 

Freight on 14k tons, at [10. per ton, being an article 

that might be stowed among the interstices of the 

cargo .. 
Insurance on { 5900. at {(S. per cent. not being subject 

to average .. 
Policy duty t per cent. 

Interest on [5866. first cost,.for nine months, at the 

rate of [5. per cent. per annum. 

Cost in London 

--
[5062 10 0 

253 2 6 

50 12 6 

[5366 5 0 

145 o 0 

854 o 0 

14 15 0 

201 4 6 

{6081 4 6 
Landing charges '1 per cent 60 16 3 

Duty on 32,500 lbs. viz. 290 cwt. 0 qr. 20 lb. at {2. 7s. 

per cwt. 271' per cent. and {8, 6s. Sd. per cent. 926 5 6 

Cost in the warehous~ {7068 6 8 

This quantity would produce [812". at the average price of [28. 

per cwt. or a qt [15. per cent. profit if for home consumption; 

but if fOl' exportation, there is a drawback of [1. ¥. 5d. per twt. 

0.0 the larger teeth the profit would be greater. 
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Basha Abdallah, in his letter to me, \vhich was delivered by Mr. 

Salt, tr bil,ly expresses his wish of becoming bette acquainted 

with the English, and hope that, if any farther intercourse should 

take place, tle may be hlentioned as a petson de irous bf being en1-
ployed by tbe . His conduct to Mr. Salt and his (;ompanibh~ was 

o liberal, and fr e from those prejudices which usually narrow 

th~ mind of a Mu ulmaun, that I feel it a duty to make public 

these expressions of his regard: Indeed it !pust be the interest of 

every trader to Abyssinia, to attach to his interest a man, who h~s 

more p upcrty and more power in that country, than any other of 

his religion, and whose agent, Hadje Hassan, is the most respect-. , 
able m rehant in Massowah. 

Should a natiohal arrangement ever take place, and yalentia 

become, as I am convinced it then would, the great emporium of 

trade with Eastern !\ frica, many buildings must be erected in that 

. island, that the bart~r trade may be conducted under the superin­

tendence of proper officers, and that the goods may be warehoused 

till th y shall be wanted. It would then be unnecessary to send 

them up into the interior on credit; the native merchant would 

bri g his gold and ivory to the spot, and take, in exchange; the 

manufactures of Europe abd India: a traffic which the want of 

'specie renders necessary. Tfi t ihe consllmption of Abyssinia 

would increa$e greatly, evcQ in the first instance, by the 'reduction 

of p1'ice, and the temptation of many novel and useful articles. 

which the ingenuity of bur merchants would 'SoOll discover, appears 

to nfe certaih; but I look forward 0 still greater idvantages, from 

the facility which tnat country 'Will afi'brd of aU plying Kordo an, 
Darfur, and the other neighbOUring states, wlth every articl~, at-a 
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much lower price than they have hitherto obtained them, either 

from. Egypt, by the way of the caravan, dir ct to Sennaar, or by the 

more circuitou rout or Mecca, Jidda, and Suakin, or fr~m India, hy 
Mocha, and the fai r of Berbera. 

Cobbe, the capital of DarfUr, is at a distance of nine hundred 

,miles from Siaut in Egypt, whence the caravans enter the desert. It 

is only necessary to read the interesting travels of my friend Mr. 

Browne, to perceive the many, and almo t insullIlountable difficul­

ties, under which the merchants labour; ho pass from 'one country 

to the olher. On the other hand. Cobb6 is only distant from Gondar 

bet ween five and six hundred miles, and the greater part of the road 
~ . 

is through fertile country, instead of the inho pitable deserts of the 

interior of Africa. Even in the present disturbed state of Aby -

sinia, caravans still make their way to 1)a fUr ullattacked, and find a 

safer passage than among the predatory tribe of wandering Arabs. 

It is so difficult ·to turn a trade from its ancient channel into a , 

new course, that I should be less nfident of the success of my pe-' 

culation, were it not that the circumstances of the present times are 

particularly favoqfable. Egypt, whence all supplies were formerly 

received, i divided into two kingdoms, the upper half under the 

Beys, and the lower under the Turkish Pacha. without any com­

mercial communication bing permitted bctweenth m. The Mame­

lukes are consequently themselves distressed fOf all lUfopean 

articles, and have none to spare for the suppJy of Cobbe or elmaar. 

The pilgrimage to M 'ca hawngbeen al 0 put an nd to by the 

onqu sts of h.e Wahab e, the great concourse of merchan who, 

in fa£t, or)ly made religion a cloak fo their commercial specula­

tions, has·eeas 0 visit Arabia, aRd my friend, Emil' Mohammed 
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of Suakin, ha been obliged to obtain from Mocha, those supplies, 

which he formerly drew from Jidda. But the difficulties of a longer 

voyage within the prevalence of the violent monsoons, add greatly 

to the expense, which was before considerable, from the necessity 

of pa sing over a dreary desert for nearly six hundred miles, in 

order to reach Sennaar; so that there can be little doubt. that the 

European and Indian lToods might find their way through Abys inia 

to the same place, incumbered with much less charge for carriage, 

as well as for prime cost. The old sou Ces of trade being com­

pletely annihilated, it is evident t.hat new ones must be sought for. 

Great) Jritain, as producing every suitable article .within her own 

dominions, and being mistress of the sea, has certainly the power 

to succeed to Egypt, in the advantage of supplying the interior of 

Africa; but I feel it a duty again to repeat, that if she do not, 

the French will; lor I know from undoubted authority, that the 

attention of the Government of the Isle of France has been already 

. called to my discoV'eries. 

In order that the reader·s attention may not be called back: to 

Abyssillia, which I am now about to leave, I think it right in this 

place to lay before them the information which I have received since 

my return to England. 

On the arrival ofCaptai Court at Mocha, he found a letter lying 

there from Pearce, dated on the ~8th of February 1806, giving an 

account of his continuing in good health, llnd rapic)ly advancing in 

a~qujring the language. He was in high favour with tho Ras, who 

had placed him immediat under the protectio of Ozoro Tishai, 
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with whom 'he lived, and who treated him with the utmost kind· 

ness, assuring him that she would, at any time that he might wish, 

send him to her friends at Gondar; whither she intended to retire ' 

herself, if any thing should happen to the Ras. The division still 

continued oetween the provinces; bJ.)t the Ras had made a truce 

with" the Galla, and had assembled all his forces to march to Gon­

dar, and liberate the King from the controul of GU'xo who is sup­

posed to be a Mus ulmaun. The governors of several provinces 

had joined the Ras on this occasion, and the clergy universally 

supported him. This letter Devaje attempted to suppress; but 

fortunately it had been delivered to him in the presence of another 

person, who gave notice of it to Captain Court. This was evidently 

the result of those suspicions with which the inhabitants of Mocha, 

and particularly the BaJ;lians, beheld tny attempt~ to cultivate an 

~ntercourse with Abyssinia, which they justly considered as likely 

to annihilate their monopoly. 

It was with the deepest regret that I earned, by the same letter, 

the untimely end of Mr. Carter., Mr. Pringle having departed from 

Mocha, in consequence of orders from the Government of India, 

who had considered any connection with Arabia as useless and ex­

pellsive, Mr. Carter proceeded to Aden, where he was induced, 

by an American Captain, Orme, who commanded the sLip Essex, to 

accept the situation of supercargo in her, ~nd go up to Loheia to 

prooure a cargo of coffee. Seid Mohammed Akil having procured 

permission to fortify the island of Camaran, had rapidly advanced 

ill his settlement, but kep.t his ship with him. Off the island he fell 

in with the Essex, and. profi ing great regard for the Americans, 

offered his services, not only to show them the way to Loheia, but -
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a150 to send on board so e fhis ' laves, to a-ssist the small crew of the 

Essex in orlcing her 'Up to that llaoe. In an unfortunate hour the 

'offer was 'accepted; ancl. the same oight the twent r Cafl'res murdered 

the Captain, Mr. Carter" and elVery whit man on board, and hrew 

their bodies into the sea. In. tbe !'OOr'ning the id CHine on board, 

took out the iTeuuFe, amounting, as -it is said to o;De hundred and 

t Icnty. <thou '3.11d dollars, and then cuttled the ship. Poor Carter's 

body was washed on shore, w.here it was found, and reoofJ'nised by 

Hy~er, ho as my servant ·during mr first v(~yage in the Red 

Sea. 'f-I me tioned it to r:aptain 'Court; in .consequcnce of .whic!:) 

the Dola threatened his life; and Sf) 'alarmed him, that he escaped 

on hoa:rd the Panther, wlth a ,determmatio,n to leave his wife and 

children, bis pa ents and country, and .depart for Iudia. lfhis was 

not what the Dpla 'ished: he therefor~ applied 0 li)evaje, who 

offered Ihimself as security., that Hyder should not be uljured either 

in his person or property. This was 'considered as satisfactory by 

the lad; but Captain OeuJt thought it ad'visable to state, in the 

strongest temlS, fto the Dola, that he oonsidered Hyder as entitled 

to -the rotecUion pf the lBri i h G-ovevnment, and ' that they would 

certainly t"esent any linjuny oiered to him, lor ha. ing reported the 

cruel fate of a British subject. Seid .Mahommed Akil. 1 fear, still 

exists unpunished; and as a ret'reat is ever ·open to him in Arabia, 

there are but little hopes of his meeting with the fate h me.tits. 

The Mornington and 'Femate were sent from Bombay to seize him, 

and to drive him and his allies he French from Camaran; but he 

had timely intelligence of their destinati<?n, and q\litLed the island, 

leaving but little vestige of hi. having been there. 

It'was some counterbalance 10 this unforl.UDate inte~1igence, that 
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very favourable accounts were rec ived from Ma sowah by Emir 

Mohammed, who met Captain Cou~"t at Mocha. The ayib, rou ed 

at ,length by the repeated insults he received from his brothers, ap· 

plied to Jidda for assistance, and, baving obtained some troops, 

attacked aud conquered the Dola of Arkeko, reducing his turbulent 

followers to subjection. The Sirdar of the A cari was ent to 

Jidda, and the Nayib requested Emir Mohammed to assQre me, 

through Devaje,' that he was a real friend of the English; that he 

never had sanctioned the demands of his brothers; and that he 

bad seen, with unfeigned regret, the hostilities which had taken 

place, and of which I shall give an account in the following chap­

ter. He expressed a hope that every thing would be forgotten, and 

that the English would tru t to his friendship, now that he had re­

oovered the power of protecting them. This intelligence, I own, 

gave me the greatest satisfaction, as I ever felt a regard for the 

Nayib, in defiance of the di approbation, which the timidity of his 

conduct could not but frequently excite. 

On my arrival in England, I felt it my duty to wait on the Court of 

Directors of the East India Compa:ny, and to lay a memorial before 

them, stating my ideas 011 the trade of the Red Sea, on the advan­

tages which, might be derived from it, and the establishment which 

would be necessary to carry it on. It. seems probable that they dif­

fered from me in opinion on all the e points, for America has been 

permitted to carryon the trade uninterruptedly, to the exclusion 

of the British. The President and Board of Trade listened, however. 

with considerable attention to the application of Messr . Jacob, 

who, being convinced by the statement which J have laid before 

the public, were anxious to send a vessel dire t to the Red Sea. I 

VOL . III. N 
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have understood that the Chairman of th{;l India' Company, on being 

applied to, to know whether they intended to put any part of my 

plan into execution, d .elared they did not, believing it to be chi~ 

merical, and founded on no real knowledge of trade. uch being 

their opinion and intention, th y could not reasonably object to 

granting a licen e to Mr. Jacob, to trade direct to Abyssinia, who 

accordingly obtained ~>ne, thou n h feu red with many restrictions. 

He laid in' a cargo according to my recommendation; and I feel 

confident, that the r suIt of his voyage will be a conviction in every 

imparlial mind tbat my stil ments havc been correct, and that the 

India Company have for mauy year neglected the most profitable 

trade within their charter. 

The letter which Mr. Salt brought down for the King of Great 

Britain from the Emperor of Abyssinia, had been delivered by me 

to Lord Spencer, when Secretary of State for the Home Department, 

al)d by him laid before bis Majesty I together with the present of 

fine Habesh ~loth. On its being definitively settled that Mr. Jacob's 

ship should go th Red ea, I stated all the e circumstances to Mr. 

Canning: the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and represented 

the advantage which, I thought, would result from conciliating the 

King of Abyssinia, and thereby excluding the French from obtain­

ing any influence in that part of Africa. I also took the liberty of 

suggesting, that as his Majesty had been pleased to receive the 

letter, and accept the presents of tbe Emperor, it was but decorous, 

that some notice should be taken of them, when an English vessel 

was going direct to his ports. 

Insignificant as the Abyssinian monarch might appear, the 

haughty sovereigns of Spain had ~orresponded with them at dif-
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ferent times, and had treated them a equals, by giving them the 

title of Brother. lame the First of England had writlen to bis con&. 

temporary; and his letter, on this occasion, furni hed a precedent 

for his Majesty'. The wi hes of Aylo Galo?, the King, were, that 

a persoll should be ent to him who under tood rai ing water, a me­

dical man, and a carpenter. It wa , unfortunately, not po sible to 

comply wjth the e requests by a merchant vessel; but I was di­

rected by Mr. Canning, to prepare such presents a I thought would 

be acceptabl , and would, at the same lime, serve as specimen of 

our finer manufactures. 

It being considered. decorous that his Maje ty's letter should be 

d livered by a gentleman sellt for that purpo e, I pointed out Mr. 

alt, as by far the most eligible p~r on, from his having been already 

in the country, from his amiable manners, and re. pee table charac­

ter. He wa accordingly appointed; and I made all possible haste 

in preparing the presents, which con i ted of arms after the fashion 

of the country, but ornamented with gold and jewels; atins, cut 

glass, painted glass, jewelry, and fine Briti h muslins, in the whole 

amounting to about fourteen hundred pounds; a sum inconsid r­

able in England. I ut which, when laid out in the above articles, bas 

procured an assortment of novelties, that will surpa s all which the 

court of Aby sinia has beheld since the time of Va ous the Great, 

and will c rtainly impre s the present monarch with a favourable 

idea of the power and Tiche of his new ally. 

A more useful and highly important part of the present wa, 

two piece of curricle artillery, with the barne s complete, one 

hundred and fifty rounds of ball, and a quantity of powder. If these 

shoul~ reach Antalow in safety, the will be able to march Irom 
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one end of Hab sh to the other without meeting an enemy, as may 

. be easily supposed, for a cannon ha not been s en there since the 

time of the Portuguese; and the sound alone would terrify a race 

of people, who ha,ve Dev r heard a louder explosion than that of a 

matchlock. That the com ection with England may tend to tran­

quillize Abyssinia, and restore it to its form r· independence, is the 

wish nearest my heart, and that uch a result is now likely to take 

place seems extremely probable. The communication being once 

opened, I trust that it will never be closed by the baneful spirit of 

monopoly, and that the inte t of individuals will 110t be per­

mitted to interfere with the truly British objects of greatly in­

creasing our foreign trade, and at the same time benefiting, in 

every point of view, an amiable;oppressed, and, what ou:rht to 

hav·e still greater '\feight, a Christian country. Mr. Salt departed 

for Abyssinia the end of February J 809. 

I have annexed to my Chart of the Red Sea, a map of that part 

of Abyssinia, through which Mr .. Salt travelled, as laid do~n by 

him elf, chiefly from the daily observations of the bearing of his 

journey. J hav also felt it my duty to mark the tack of Mr. Bruce, 

as given by himself. Th very reat difference between the two, re .. 

quire that I should state to the public some circumstances, which 

may enable them to judge of the credit safely to be given to the 

observations of Mr .. alt. Fortunately for him, Taranta, which Ii s 

close to Dixan, is visible from Massowah. The bearings of it w re fre­

quently taken by Captain Court, and perfectly confirmed the im­

portant fact, that it lay nearly due south from that pJace. This 

being so, it is impossible hat Dixan should be where . Mr. Bruce 

has placed it; indeed his 'ournal is as irreconc'leaWe with his 
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map, as Mr. Sail's. He states, in hi fifth Book, Chapter III. that on 

leaving Arkeko, he took his road southward; that it continued in. 

that direction till he had passed Shillokeeb, when he turned west­

ward throngh the mountains, and reached Hamhama. Unfortu­

nat Iy, he doe 'not afterwards state his bearings, but reached Zila, 

at the foot of the mountain, where he finds a rivulet, 'l.nd declares 

that he had constantly ascended since he left Arkeko. 

According to the map it would nevertheless appear, tbat he had 

constantly, from his leaving Arkeko~ moved to the ea tward, till 

he reached Zila, on the sea shore, w hen he had again turned to the 

west. I need not observe, that his having con tantly ascended 

during a journey of fifty miles, is incompatible with Zila's being on 

the sea shore, and having a current of fresh water running near it; 

.nor can his own description of the neighbourhood be r~conciled 

with a maritime position. Mr. Bruce's journal, and his own chart, 

differ also in a very unaccountable manner j Dixan is given by him, 

at the end of the chapter above mentioned, as lying in latitude 14° 

5 y' 55" north, and longitude 400 7' SO" east of Greenwich; ' but in 

the chart it is laid down in latitude 15 0 9' north, and longitude .39· 

52' east. It would be difficult to account for this contradiction, but 

it is unnece~sary, both positions being due S. E. of M S owah, and 

therefore equally erroneous; for in that direction Ras Gedam rises 

to a height, that precludes the possibility of Taranta, or even a 

much more lofty mountain, being seen at a di tance of sixty miles; 

but to the westward of Gedam, a valley runs all the way to the 

foot of Taranta; along which this object may be seen from Mas­

,sowab, in, as I have before stated, a southerly direction. 

The real situation of Dixao i , I conceive, sufficiently ascertained 
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to be where Mr. alt ha placed it, which [ am the more anxious to 

• put beyond controversy, as it is impossible to have equal evidence 

of the auth nticity of the other parts of hi map', and which also 

widely differ from Bruc ,particularly in the distance between Adowa 

and Fremona. If, however, in the track from Massowah to Dixan 

Mr. alt is proved to be accurate, I concei e tbat he i fairly inti tied 

to credit, and that credit may be till more strongly corroborated 

by th positive evid nee of gross error in those by whom be is 

contradicted. In addition to the facts above tated re pecting Zila, 

a ,laid down by Mr. Brucc 01 tIlt:: 'ea shore, the account ofFremona, 

as given by him, will enable any person to judge of the credit due 

to his geographical ob ervation . 

In the map, Fremona is laid down a distant thirty miles from 

Adowa, yet he himself visited it froln that place, as he says, on the 

loth of January; which seem to imply, that it was not so far off, 

as to require a journey to reach it, and de cribes it as situated" in 

the middle of a ' large plain, on the oppo ite side of which stands 

Adow;t," which, if the di tance be corr ct in the map, would make 

the plain ex.tend for six l y miles in each situation! although in the 

beginning of the same chapt r, h observes, that" Adowa is ituated 

on the declivity of a hi11, on the west ide of' a small plain, sur­

rounded every where by mountains." In these two de criptions 

we again discover contrad ictions, which I believe no advocate of 

Mr. Bruce will altern t to reconcile; but till it is done, I conceive 

I have a right to claim, that his a sertions shall not be adduced as 

throwing any doubt on the accuracy of Mr. Salt's observations. 

Antalow, the limit of Mr. Salt's journey, is placed in J.!t 45', from 

several observations made by Mr. Carter, which was con'firmed by 
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the daily distances, and by a computation of the journeys made by 

the Jesuits from the Red Sea, whose route was at right angles with. 

Mr. Salt's} but which perfectly accorded with 'it. 

As it is possible that the accuracy of Mr. Bruce's latitude. in the 

Red Sea may be adduced as a ground for gi ving a greater degree of 

credit to him than to Mr. Salt, I think it right to add a copy of 

those latitudes j in a'nother line ~he latitudes as given by Mr. Nie­

buhr; and in a third, the real positions that have been since ascer­

tained. • 

1 Jibbel Zumrud . 

2 Macowar 

g Ras Mahommed 

4 Yambo 

5 Djar 

6 EI Horma 

7 Rabac 

8 Jidda 

9 .Konfodah 

10 Ras Heli 

11 ~otumbal 

12 Djezan 

Ig Duime 

Mr. Bruce. 

o 1/ 

25 g oN 

24 2 0 

27 54 

24 3 35 

23 36 

28 go 30 

22 46 
~1 28 

19 7 
18 36 

17 57 

1~ %'-

16 12 5 

]4 Camaran 15 89 
15 Bab-el-Mand~b ' 12 ~ 26 
16 Crab Island , 13 2 45 

17 Loheia 

18 Ras Agab 

Niebuhr. 

o 

22 45 

21 28 

19 7 
18 36 

17 57 . 
16 45 

12 88 

The True. 

{ 
15°30'N.extrem. 
15 1 S. e:ztrem. 

12 39 
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Mr. Bruc • 

0 II 

]9 Fusht 15 59 43 
20 libbel Tier 15 88 

21 The Banle 15 28 15 
e~ Racka Garbia 15 31 30 

23 Dobel w 15 42 22 

24 Ras Shoulee 15 27 So 

~5 Ra Antalow 15 54 go 
• 26 Massowah 15 85 5 

Niebuhr. 

0 

The True. 

o I II 

15 85 

15 42 

158B 

15 50 

15 S5 30 

To any person accustomed to nautical obs rvations, it must ap­

pear mo t ingular, that seven of the above latitudes should agree 

preci ely with tho e given by Mr. Niebuhr, though the one wa 

travelling by land, and the oLher by sea. Even with the excellent 

instruments which are now used, it frequently occurs that, in the 

arne vessel, in calculations made 011 the me data, the result differs 

by a mile; how as toni hing, then, must it appear, that with dif­

ferent instruments, and certainly more imperfect ones, the result 

should here be the same. It is equally ext raordiuary that Mr. Bruce, 

in a ~oasting voyage, should invariably filld it conveuient to ascer­

tain the latitude of those places only in Arabia, \ hich Mr. Niebuhr 

had before given to the public, in a work which Mr. Bruce refers 

to in speaking,of Mocha, while be pas~ s ov r many others of equal, 

if not greater importance. Rabac differ from Mr. Niebuhr's lati­

tude only one mile; Yambo only a little more; Duime is not men­

tioned by him, nor EI Horma; but the former Mr. Bruce owns he 

passed in the night, and does not even pr tend to 'have made any 

observation to ascertain it; and the latter he describes as being close 

to Muftura, which is laid down by Niebuhr in 2.9 0 5' N. 
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Could any doubt remain after this, that Mr. Bruce had cop' ed 

the latitudes n Arabia from Mr. Niebuhr, it would be removed by 

the publication of the original observations of the former gentle-­

man, in the second edition of his travels, in which the situation of 

not one of these places appears to have been even attempted to be 

ascertained, except Yambo, Jidda, and Loheia. 

Of the remaining ob ervations, tho e respecting Jibbel Zumrud, 

Macowar, and Camaran, are completel y false; of the islands eastward 

of Dhalac we have no opportunity of judging; and of those below 

Loheia it appears probable he was not the author; nor indee~ is it 

probable that he actually maq,e the voyage he has described to the 

Straits 'of Bab-el·Mandeb. This has been placed in so strong a light, 

by the anonymous author whom I have before mentioned, that 

I s,hall give his observations nearly in his own words.«-, 

" On the 27th of July, 1769, Mr. Bruce, according to his travels, 

sailed from Loheia in the Red Sea, upon a voyage of observation 

to the Straits of 'Bab-el-Mandel, from which he returned to Loheia 

on the 6th of August. , On the 5th of August, however, the very 

day preceding his relurn, two observations t:tken at Loheia appear 

in his journals, (vol. vii. p. 356,) in which there is no ?otice what­

ever of three observations t ken during the voyage, and inserted 

in his travels (voL ii. p. 208,217). Mr. Bruce, in a letter given in 

the appendix to the second edition of his travels, says, " We 

left Jidda the beginning of July. The beginning of August. we 

arrived at Loheia. Here we waited till the end of eptember, when 

we embarked on. board a small boat from Mas oua. In this second 

vo age across the Red Sea," (vol i. p. 279,) yet this would have 

• Monthly Magazine, December, 1807, p. 549. 

VOL. )11. 
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been the third, had he really performed an intermediate voyage 

from Loheia to the Straits of Bab-el-Mandel. The editor ju tly 

ob erves, that" Mr. Bruce does not mention here his southern • 

excursion; , (ibid) but takes no notice of the equaIJ y striking fact 

that Lu;gi Balugani is al 0 silent, who was employed to keep the 

journals from their leaving Co scir; and the fir tis, " Viagio di 

Cossair, a limbo, ed a Gidda; ,~t Viagio di Gedda a Locheia; ' So 

Viagio di Locheia a Massoua," Sec. containing the routes and dis· 

tances measured by time; 'but not the lea t intimation is given of 

the pr;etended voyage to the straits ofBab-el-Mandel {vol i. p. S64 )." 

He add in a note, "the voyage to. the traits was probably taken 

from a ship's journal, obtain d through the same channel, and 

adapted by Mr. Bruce to his own adventures. As a proof of th is, 

the observations are made with a Hadley's sextant or ship's quad .. 

rant, as it is called, an in trument which Mr. Bruce did not possess, 

but which would have b en far more useful and portable than the 

large and unwieldy French quadrant which h calTied to Aby • 

sinia. That quadrant is fit only for a very able astronomer; Mr. 

Blunt, the optician, who had this instrument to repair, informs me, 

that it was so incorrect in its formation, that a good observation 

could not be taken with it; but Bruce was enraged, when told by 

Herschel, that Hadley's sextaut would have served eve~y purpose 

much better. His fictitious voyage, to the straits of Bab.el·Mandeb, 

was probably suggested by Irwin's voyage ,up the Red sea, pub­

lished in 1780." 

Facts ~tated by an anonymous author, certainly, ought to be re­

ceived with caution; but no name is requisite to give weight to his 

arguments, particularly if they be equally conclusive with those I 

• 
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have just quoted, and which, I think, prove incontrovertibly that 

Mr. Bruce never was below Loheia . . 
-The chart or the Red Sea by Monsieur De La Rochette, was re-

published by Mr. Faden in 1781, with many additions by Colonel 

Capper. This, though far superior to. the chart of Monsieur D'Apres 

de Manevillette, had many errors, by all of which Mr. Bruce was 

misled in his fictitio~s voyage, He reaches the Island of Rasab at 

five in the morning, passes Call1aran at six, at twelv~ passes a low 

round island, and at one is off Cape IsraeL This, according to 

Faden's chart, is perfectly correct, but unfortunately Camarao is 

nearer to Loheia than Rasab: and instead of its being a six hour's 

voyage from Camaran to Cape Israel, they are not above three 

miles asunder. The anchoring on a shoal, which lies immediately • 

east of the north fort of Mocha, here no shoal ac;;tually is; his 

description of Perim, as five miles long and two miles broad, when' 

in fact it is 'oniy three miles long and not one broad; his assertion, 

that the narrow Straits of Bab·el·Mandeb are two leagues wide, 

when in fact they are not one; his calling the islands in the great 

Straits low, when in fact they are lofty rocks; an<l his account of 

the chain of hills along the African shore, when the hills are single, . , 

and at a gr at distance from each other, are errors which a person 

who had visited the spot, could never have fallen into. Crab 

Island had been named and placed in the chart of 1780, by De La 

Rochette; from its position, it is probably designed for one of the 

small islands near Ras Firmah; but it 'is given of a much greater 

, size than it rcally is. 

It is a consolation to my feelings as an Englishman', that this 

• voyage is sO eviden~ly a fiction; and the real friends of Mr. Bruce 
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ought als to rejoice, that the opprobrium is removed from his 

character, of having wantonly attempted to murder the innocent 

amaulies, at Assab Bay, and having probably succeeded in his 

attempt. 

No one, 1 trust, will assert, that the idea of his being on the very 

spot ~here the crew of the Elgin were murdered, and the more im­

probable conjecture of his being in company with t.he very people 

who had cO(llmitted the murder, could be any justification of the 

firing on thirty men, who quietly kept at a ,distance, ~ccording to 

hi orders, while some 'of their party placed themselves, with 

unlimited confidence, in his power, answered his questions, and 

endeavoured to supply his wants. I cannot, in his own story, find 

• the least grounds for his suspicions or alarm; and even if the tale 

itself be a romance, the feelings ' hich he professes must have been 

'his own. Tbis is too strongly exemplified by many of his former ad­

ventures; first at Thebes,'*" where he declares that" he was resolved 

upon revenge;" and aocordingly not only fired his own gun where 

the voices were heard, but also" took his servant's blunderbu s, and ' 

discharged it wher~ he heard a howl" (4tO. Vol. i. p. 199). Secondly, 

when he applied to Ibrahim, Sheik of the Ababde, abd recei ved ~ 

prom is from him that" Hassan should 110t die in his bed." And, 

thirdly, at Traitor's Island, ,when he hesitated whether he should 

not shoot the unfortunate Arabi,an, who did not understand his lan­

guage, and feared to trust himself with a stranger, who ' was better 

armed than 'himself. 

It is greatly to .be lamented, that a man of Mr. Bruce's talents 

should have given way to a vanity, which has caused his book to 

• • Dhalac, Vol. 1. p. )S5. 
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partake more of romance than reality. The difficulti s which 

opposed hjs progress must hav@ he n sufficiently great to have ob­

tained for him the just praise of perseverance and courage; and 

the country through wh,ich he travelled, afforded novelty that must 

have excited the i terest of every reader; yet as it i~, he has so 

mixed the truth with the f~lsehood, that it is impossible to separate 

'them; and the deceptions which have been exposed, where ~ny 

, traveller has, followed him, give but too much reason to fear, that 

the same would be the result, were a person of veracity to visit 

Ras-el-Feel, or S~nnaar. 

The translation which he has given of the chronicles ofAxum, 

is interesting, and I believe, faithful: but the account of the descent 

from Solomon is now proved to be false, by the inscription atAxum; 

the theories of the victories of Ptolemy fall before the same evi­

dence; and his worship of the Dog-star at 'this capital of Abyssinia, 

vanishes, witH the proofs adduced by him of the many remains of 

their pedestals and statues. 

If Mr. Bruce be proved incorrect by the discoveries of Mr. Salt, 

and the ascertaining tha he reliques of ancient magnificence at 

Axum have no resemblance to Egyptian architecture, it is satisfac­

tory to find, that the authenticity of the author of the Periplus is 

con.G:rmed in an equal degree, by the proof that, so late as the reign 

of Aeizanas, a king who spoke Greek remained on the throne of 

Zoskales, and ruled over the same country. 

It is also satisfactory to know, that the Christians of Abyssinia, 

however they may have fallen from the purity of the reli ion they 

profess, are not the ,monsters of crueity and depravit ich Mr. 

Bruce describes them, and that their country is not so inacces-



~88 OBSERVATIONS, Sec. 

• 
sible to Europeans as he represents, I fear, for the purpose of pre-

venting others from following his steps, conscious, as he must have 

been, that his own exposure would be the inevitable consequence of 

an impartial person's comparing his romantic account, with the real 

habits, manners, and condition of the Abys!rin ns. 
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D~parture from Massowah.-Danger of the Panther during a heavy gale from the 
North.-Narrow escape from Shipwreck, witb tbe 10s8 of all the Anchors, on Light­
ning Shoal.-Return to Mas owah.-Disputes with the Asenri.-Hostilities with 
the Inbabitantsof Arkeko.-Voyage to Jidda.-Transactions there. 
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CHA PTE R VIII. 

NOVEMBER 14, 1805.-W IT fI the land breeze we left Massowah; 

but it was five before we reached Dohool, iri consequence of light air 

and calms. We went to the east side of the island, where we were 

obliged to anchor at the distance of a mile from the shore on a hard 

sand, there being only a few feet 'water when closer in. We let go 

in a quarter less than three, and wore out only half a cable, yet the , 

vessel struck in two and a half: this was owing to the swell, for we 

did not draw so much. After hauling off, we put out our stream , 

anchor ahead, and lay very comfortably all night. 

November I5.-Captain Court and Mr. Salt went on shore: 

' they found the island in a wretched state for want of, rain: the 

sheep and 'catLle were half starved, but there was plenty of water 

in a natural tank. This the people willingly let us have, but it was 

with the greatest difficulty they could be made to bring down their 

sheep and sell them; always starti.ng some new objection, that the 

owner was not there, or that they did not know how to sell them. 

The truth seemed to be, that they had formerly reeehred instruc­

tions from the Nayib, when Captain Court. was last there, not to. 

supply him, and they did not know whether they ought llOW to let 

us have them.' By inqu,iries we learned that their subj ction to the 

. Nayib was merely nominal; they p~y hini nothing, but when they 

visit Mas'sowah th y take a 'present of sheep or goats. He appoints 

vo!.. Ill. PI' 
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one of themselves to an office something like Dola, who is changed 

aunually. We weighed at three, and stood round the south end 

of the island. 

November 19.-Till yesterday morning the winds, though hang­

ing to the N. of E. enabled us to make tolerable way. The sky 

then began to darken, and the wind to freshen.. We were running 

along by a new 'chain of islands off Port Mornington, which we 

named Duncan's jslnnd , in compliment to the benevolent Governor 

0(' Bombay. Bet ween these we understood were several passages 

out into the open channel. 

We were within fifteen miles of the track of the Panther in J 795, 

when the wind freshened so much from the northward, as to oblige 

us to lie to, in hopes of keeping our own till morning. V\' e had on 

our former voyage run along at a small 'distance from the main 
, -

land, and thought all was clear between that and the islands. We 

drifted gradually to the S. W. keeping the lead going. It lightened 

very violently, and about eleven, by a very vivid flash, Captain 

Court discovered we were drifting on a shoal, and at the same time 

the soundings were fourteen fathom. We instantly let go the 

smalJ bower-veered out two-thirds of a cable, and let go the best 

bower under foot. We now thought ourselves safe, a~d Captain 

Court congratulated me on the Panther's riding so well at anchor 

as to leave us nothing to fear, though it blew very fresh, and a 

very heavy sea was rolling in. However, before one, we parted 

,from the small bower; we instantly veered out the whble of the 

, best bower cable, and dropped die sheet artchor with a new cable, 
, ' . 

and veered out thirty fathom. In doing this; the hand of one of 

the poor Lascars got jammed in, and was sevetely bruised • . At three 
.. 
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our alarms w~re greatly increased by the best bower's parting. 

Our only bopes now were that the sheet anchor, the whole cable 

of which we veered out, would hold till morning; Qut' little stream 

anchor could otherwise be of 1'10 use. The swell and wind were 

greatly increased, so as to render rest impossible; nor could our 

dead lights protect the cabin from the sea, which worked in by the 

violent pitching of the vessel. Morning at length came, but not to 

bring us comfort. We discovered that we were in a 'k~nd of bay, 

formed by two reefs, anq a sandy island at the bottom. It was so 

hazy that we could not distinguish whether or no there might be 

a small passage on either side of it. The sea broke so as to render 

it difficult at a distance to dist~nguish it from breakers. There was 

every reason to fear tbat no passage exisled, as the ground under us 

was extremely foul. Should our anchor part, it was, as the wind 

then blew, impossible to weather either point of the reef; we 

could therefore only trust to Providence. I own, that the dread 

of such another night as the last; the certainty that if the cable did 
• 

part in the night, nothing could save us all from destruction; the 

little hopes that it could hold in foul ground with an increasing 

swell and an undiminished gale, made me almost wish that ere 

nigbt our anxiety might be ended. There was then a hope, though 

a faint one, that our lives might be saved, thoqgh the vessel were 

lost, by at once laying her ashore on the island which we then 

supposed to be one of Wellesley's i lands. At a quarter past 

twelve the exp~cted event took plflce. Captain Qoutt was cool and 

collected. He' said to me, taking my hand, alas! poor Panther! 

nothing can save you-we must no'w u all broken together, and 

dp the be~t we can for each other. He accordingly determined to 
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run for the island. The men, both white and black, were active 

and steady. The sails were set most expeditiously, and we all 

looked with ' an .anxious heart to our approaching danger. We 

attempted first to weather the western reef, but finding that impos­

sible, wore round for the sandy island. At that moment Captain 

Court perceived the wind had changed a point, and instantly 

determined to try and weather the eastern reef, which before the 

change was ·impossible. 

In a heavy gale, which carried us gunwale under water, we had 

the felicity of passing the point of the reef~ on which the sea broke 

tremendously, at the distance of only two cables length. Our first 

ensations were those of joy for our escape, and gratitude to that 

almighty Being, who had so wonderfully preserved us, in the mo-
, 

ment of otherwise certain destruction, by the change of wind. 

When, however, we became a little calm, other and very painful 

.r~~lings obtruded themselves. We had lost four anchors and 

c~bles; we had only a pare one left in ~he hold wit out a stock. 

To venture to Jidda in such a situation was impossible--to run into 

Port Mornington without an anchor was equally so. Our first idea 

was to return to Massowah, and send a dow to Mocha to commu­

nicate our distress, and try to procure relief. Our fresh provisions 

were nearly out, and our salt store was so smal~ as to render the 

using them a very serious business. We therefore put before the 

wind-as we advanced, and found it did not diminish, we had 

hopes it might, a on a former occasion, carry us all the way to 

Mocha-we therefore determined to make a trial.: . . 
We called the whole creW' aft, and returning them ~>ur thanks 

for their excellent behaviour, I.gave them a present of one hund d 
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dollars from my~eif, and Captain Court the same sum in the name 

of the Company. 

We saw poor Unu Barilla when we lay to\ but never afterwards. 

We could not bu't be extremely alarmed for his safety, though we 

greatly hoped he bore away for the south, in which case he had 

nothing to fear. We found by the observation at twel ve, that this 

shoal, which we called Lightning shoal, from its having been seen 

in a vivid flash, is ten miles north of Port Mornington, and lies 

detached. There was a pilot's mark on one end of it. 

November 24.-As we reached Massowah the wind died away. 

We did not wish to lose time in going in, so only lay to, and in the 

morning fired three guns as a signal for Unus, in case he should be 

there. As we saw nothing of him, we were more alarmed for. his 

safety. 

November 25.-As we advanced southward, we found the wind 

came round against us, so 'that we only reached the latitude of 

AmphiJa' on the 24th.-At night it came on to blow so heav.ya 

gale from the S. E. with a violent swell, that we were obliged to 

lay to. On consultation between Captain Court, Lieutenant Hardy, 

and myself, on the deck, about eleven, it was deemed advisable to 

recur to our first intention, and bear away for Massowah; but in­

st ad of entering that narrow harbour, to anchor in Arkeko bay, 

where there is an excellent mud bottom. We decided on thi from 

the idea that it was improbable we could make Mocha against the 

heavy gales, which we now found blew betwe~n us and that place, 

and that we were losing time in not communicating our distress by 

a dow, 'in case we should be ultimate::l y Jriven back. Yesterday 

morning, as we paSsed Valentia, we perceiv d Mr. Pringle's boat 
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COll~ing out to us: we bore up, and oon joined her. W found 

that Devaje had supposed her return to J contrary to Mr. Pringle's 

orders, and had therefor di .. cted Abdulcauder again to et off 

for Massowah, where he had arrived eight days ago; that he 

had no money, and had applied to Currum Chund, who refused to 

advance him a dollar; that the Na)'ib had then ordered him 

to quit Massowah harbour, or he would put him, in prison. We 

anchored in eleven fathom, mud, with our only anchor, about 

eight o'clock. 

November .26.-1 sent Andrew on shore in the jolly boat; Mr. 

Crawfurd had orders to p rmit no other man to land. I directed 

him to see Hadje Hassan, to t<;lll him, and the Nayib, if at Masso­

wah, that I was come to enquire for U nus, and to beg to know if he 

had hcard any thing of him; also to desire Hadje Hassan to pro­

cure us fresh provisions and water, and to come on board himself. 

In the evening they returned. The Nayib was at Arkeko, so that 

Hadje Has an could not come, but said he had sent to the Nayib 

for permission, and would be off in the morning with fresh pro­

vision. Some people had pelled Mr. Crawfurd, and one' of the 

custom-house people had asked him what business the boat had 

there, and ordered him never to come again. He brought off the 

naqueda of a dow belonging to Hodeida, who offered to carry 

letters fot' us to that place, and accomp ny Mr. Pringle's long boat. 

We agreed for thirty dollars, and that he should send his brother 

thence wjth the lett~rs by land, who should receive twenty dollars 

on his reaching Mocha. We gave Abdulcauder ' money to buy ' 

provisions for Mr. Pringle's people; and as the Nayib's c<?nduct was 

50 hostile, to keep peace, if possible, I did no~ again send our boat 
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on shore with Andrew, but sent him in the long boat, in which 

there were none but natives. 

Andrew and the boat returned early in the morning, with the 

information that none of them had been permitted to land, and 

that the naqueda of the dow had been eized for coming to us 

without permission. Andrew was given to understand, that the 

Sirdar of the Ascari had heard of our distress, and t.hat he Hat­

tered himself with the hope, that by cutting off all supplies of fresh 

provisions and water, and by preventing any p~rson from carrying 

our letters to Mocha, he should oblige us to urrender to hi~ the 

large property which the Panther was supposed to contaig. 

I immediately consulted with Captain Court on the measures 

which it would be proper to pursue. The impri oning of the 

Hodeida naqueda, and the seizing his boat, were evidently acts of 

open hos(ility, as the man was in our immediate service, and, con­

sequently, under our protection. It was therefore determined that 

we should endeavour to liberate him, by securing one of the market 

boats, which passed daily from Arkeko to Massowah; for this 

purpose the cutter and long boa't were manned with Europeans, 

and armed. 

The boats appeared about . two on their return, when Mr. Denton 

gave chase in the cutter, having received positive order from 

Captain Court not to fire on them, unle hostilities were com­

menced by th m, and on no account to land, either on the island 

or main. On perc i Villg the culter approach, the natives made 

for the nearest shore, when Mr. Denton, finding he could not over­

take th m, inconsiderately fired two gUlls r th ir heads to bring 

them to; which they could not understand as a signal, but con-



~98 MA SOWAH 

sidered as an act of hostility. The fir t boat reached the shore, 

and the men e caped; but 3: second boat was behi,nd and might 

have been secured j unfortunately, however, Mr. Denton, unmind­

ful of his order, , and hurried on by the heat of youth, lande,d and 

followed 'the cre"" who had fled towards Arkeko. 

We could easily distingui h from the ship, that the Ascari 

were runnirig out from Arkeko, and that our people were advanc­

ing to meet them. Extremely alarmed for their safety, lest .they 

should be overpo~ered by numbers, we immediately sent off Mr. 

Crawfurd in the long .. boat, armed with wall piece, to support 

them. A firing soon began between the parties on 'shore; when, 

in hopes to alarm the enemy, we fired several ,shot towards them, 

which reached the shore, but not the town, having hoisted the 

signal for the boats to return. This was at length obeyed, and 

we were rejoiced to find that not one man had been wounded 

belonging to the Panther, nor have I reason to suppose that much 

ml chief was done to the subjects of the Nayib, for the boat's crew, 

in their impatience to land, had leaped into the water, and poiled 

their cartridges; conseyuently, bad they been pursued, many must 

have been cut off. 

I was extremely mortified at this failure of our attempt to secure 

a ho tage for our naqueda, and a medium of communication with 

the Nayib, who might possibly be ignorant of the conduct of his 

people at Massowah. I was also vexed 'at the apparent inferiority 
, , 

of our party, who might be consider;' ~ as retiring defeated, which 

would diminish greatly that awe which the idea' of the power of 
• 

our fire arms had inspired. I was unwilling to leave them, even 

for a day, under this impression; but it was thought ;idvi able to 
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rUll to Valentia, and secure a supply of fresh provi ions, before the 

inhabitants of that place could hear of hostilities, and then to 

return and prevent all communication between Massowah and 

Arkeko, till the Ascari, and their Sirdar, were brought to their 

enses, and delivered up to us our naqueda, and liberated his dow. 

N<;>vember 28.- We began to get up our anchor at three in the 

morning, but the land wind was so stiff, that it was daylight before 

we were under sail; ~nd I was even, at one time, afraid that we 

should have lost our solitary anchor. The day was remark;lbly calm 

till evening, when a strong breeze set in from the eastward, and 

obliged us to give up al1 hopes of weathering the northern point of 

Valentia, and reaching the anchorage off the village, where alone 

we could procure provisions. 

Captain Court wished much to push on to Port Mornington, 

wher~ fresh provisions were equally procurable, and if the favour-

.. able breeze should.continue, to run every hazard of being reduced 

to short allowance, and try to reach Jidda. The chance of this 

banished from our minds all ideas of resentment, and we trusted, 

that when their hopes of our being obliged to surrender were reo 

moved from the minds of the Ascari by our departure, all motives 

for <detaining the naqueda and his dow would be at an end, and he 

would of course obtain his liberty. As Mr. Pringle's boatmen could, 

with'out our aid, procure nothing, and as they were too ignorant to 

navigate the boat to Mocha with European sails, we determined 

to take them in tow to Jidda, and send them thence in a larger 

vessel. It was' dark when we once again bore away for Port 

Mornington, lea.ving our enelllies at Mas 'owah to make what con­

jectures they pleased on our sudden disappearance. 

VOL. 'm. 
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December Jst.-The wind came tound 011 the 20th to the south­

ward which determined, Us to lose no time at Po'rt Mornington, but 

take advantag of so favourable a wind. We lay to last night, and 

early this morning bore away for the strait.q, leaving Lightning 

Shoal to the astward, and making directly for TelJa TelJa. We 

kept the lead constantly going, and found, in general, a good mud 

bottom, with plenty of water; but, occasionaJIy, very sudden 

overfalls. To the eastward were sev-eral islands, forming a conti­

nuation of Duncan's IsI~nds, b~tween ,!hich and Tella we passed 

into the op n sea, through a channel about sevcn ~ifes wide. The 

a certaining of this passage was a satisfactory conclusion of our dis­

coveries, as it was alone necessary to pr<:>ve the great value of Port 

Mornington. It is now certain, that that noble hal'bour is acce -

sible from the main sea, and that no danger awaits the navigation, 

except near Lightning hoal, which, when once known, is easily 

avoided. 

It would have given me great sati faction to have surveyed the 

coa t fr~m Macouar to Cosseir, w.hich, I believe, has b'een totally 

neglected since the time of Don Juan de Ca tro. If the ruin!; of 

Berenice Panctysos actually exist in Foul Bay, a visit to them 

ould be particularly interesting; and in the harbour mentioned 

by the P~rtuguese admiral, as lying betwee~ ,240 and 260 north, 

the port 'of Myos Hormos may probably be looked for with success 

by some future navigator. The crazy state of the Panther limited 

our ambition to arriving in safety at Suez. The coast above men-

,tioned is of little importance to navigators, and the headlands are 

already laid down with sufficient aceuracy. 

December 6th.-After quitting the straits on the 1st, we were 
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tormented by strong gales from the N. E •. and N. W. On the . 
night of the 3d, after a heavy faU of rain for two hours, it ble,,, 

so fresh as to oblige us to lie under our bare pol ,while the swell 

was '0 great as to pr elude the possibility of keeping in our cots. 

The morning of the 4th brought with it but little consolation, for 

the gale-continued; and the idea of the northerly winds prevailing . 
at . thi season, ~~eited a well grounded alarm as to . OUf rutur 

voyage. It moderated towards evening, and only Jeft a very heavy 

swell. On the 5 th, at night, it was less; and on the 6th, it 'Was calm, 

which gave us some chance of a fair wind. Ve were not forty 

miles from Jidda, and therefore hoped that a moderate breeze 

might take u there in the cour e of the next day. High land wa 

visible to the eastward, in the morning . . 

December 9th-At length we reached the harbour of Jidda, after 

having been rep a,t dly baffied by adverse winds and current. On 

the 7th it continued calm till night, when the squ.aUs recommenced 

with rain, llnd obliged us to go under double . reefed topsa.ils. It 

blew, however, from the south, and in the morning of the 8th 

gratified us with a igbt of Jidda. The current, whith ran at the 

rate of fifteen miles ill twenty foul' h~urs, towards tbe W. b. 

had taken us to the north of the entrance about three mile ; and 

this hort distance we were unable to make in tbe course of the day, . 
a it blew very fresh. We ran in dose to the reef, and fired signal 

guns, but no pilot came off. In the night we had again very heavy 

squalls with rain, which obliged us to take in all our sails. The 

wi d came round to the north 'ard in time to bring us off Jidda. 

on the mo~ninO' of the 9th. On repeating our signal, a pilot came off, 

and by one o'clook e 'were safely at anchor. I do not know t.hat 
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my mind was ever relieved from so great a load as 011 this occasion. 

It seemed as if we were 'ever to be baffled when near a port where 

assistanc could be procured. Our situation was such -as to have 

excited real an~iety . . We had no rice nor fresh provisions, and of 

flalt meat or water, not a sufficient quaQtity to last us a month. I 

instantly sent Mr. Crawfurd on shore with the letters I received 

from Seid Dond) to the Vizier, and to Ibrahim Jelani. °1 desired him 

to state our wants, and to say that, if agreeable, I would pay a visit 

to the Vizier on the morrow. He returned ip the evening with a 

very civil answer, that the Vizier would be happy to see me at ten 

o'clock, and that I might depend on being received with every 

compliment due to my rank. lelani said he would do his best to 

serve us; but that present every thing was very scarce at Jidda, 

as the Wahabee were in great force all round lhe town. 

• 

We were delighted to perceive that Unus's little dow was here 

in perfect safety; he came on board, and informed us that he had 

b.een obliged, in the gale~ to throw his anchors overboard, but had 

escaped inlo Port Mornington, w.hence he sailed for this place. 

December lo.-At ten I left the Panther under a salute of seven· 

teen guns, attended by Captain Court, Captain Rudland, and Mr. 

Salt. The landing.place. was in front o(the Vizier's residence: Se­

veral oLhis officers were in waiting to receive me, very handsomely 

dressed in scarlet English broad cloth, lined with yellow satin. A 

double line of soldiers reached to the door, and exte~ded to the hali 

of audience. A salute of three guns was fired .as I ]and~d. At the 

foot of the stairs I was met by the Vizier' secretary, who made his 

compliments, and preceded me. The whole of the troops made a 

very respectable appearance. The palace is pleasantly situated close 


