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• 
the desert , we get rid of the difficulty of their having to march 

sixty miles in only three stages, which is the distance from the 

Nile to the Red Sea, and which seems almost impossible, incum­

bered as they were, with children, cattle, baggage, and kneading 

troughs, even supposing that their three marches were in a direct 

line east, which appears to have been by no means the c~se; for 

they ·were directed, after the second day 's march, when they quitted 

Etham 011 the edge of the wilderness," to turn," and encamp before 

Pihaheroth, between Migdol and the sea. 

Confiding in the promises of Moses, confirmed as they were by 

the miracles which he had wrought, it is probable that the Israelites 

had prepared for their departure, and were all assembled at some 

one place, waiting impatiently for the result of his last interview 

with Pharaoh. The spot chosen must have been where they could 

either ~ove towards' Canaan, or the Red Sea; and it must have 

been at s h a distance only from e Desert, that they eould, 

although incumber~, reach the confines of it iA two marches, and 

the Red Sea in three. 

If the Red Sea terminated the as it does now, at Suez, it appears 

to me impossible to fix on any. spot tha~ unites these requisite 

points; but if it extended then over the marshes, surveyed and 

laid down by Monsieur Ayme, t e difficulty would be removed, 

and the vicinity of the modern Balbeis, on the bank~ of Trajan's 

canal, would accord with the description of the sacred historian, 

for it is in the direct road from Heliopolis to Canaan. and not 

above thirty-five miles from the sea. 

As the great weight of my argument depends on the fact, that, 

from t4e present appearance of the country, thea:e is every reason 
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to ber ve that the Red Sea did actually extend, in 'former 'times, 

twenty-five miles north ,of Suez, I think it may be right to observe" 

that the Savant, from whom I have derived my information, i not 

a person who, bein zealous for the cause of religion, might have 

falsified a little to get rid of a difficulty, but that, on the contrary, 

he fe Is it necessary to justify himself from the suspicion of believ­

ing in the miracles of Mose , in whose book he declares that the 

transactions are doubtful, and the philosophy absurd. VVe may 

surely admit the evidence of such a witness, when it t nds to con­

firm the authenti.city of religious history. 

It is evident that Pharaoh could have no expectation of the Chil­

dren of Israel's return, when he had so frequently experienced their 

refusal to depart without their cattle, and their children; and he 

must have peen confirmed in this idea, by their .carrying with them 

the bones of Joseph. But the terror of the last dreadful visitation 

probably hung over him, and prevented his pursuing them, while 

tiley continued their proper route, and seemed und r the guidance 

of their Almighty Leader; but when they turned aside, and were 

actually entangled in the land, and shut 'n by the ' wildernes , he 

had reason to hope that he might again recover so valuable a body 

of slaves. This is the reason assigned by Scripture for his pursuit; 

and I cannot, erefore, agree with Mr. Bruce, that he was infJuenced 

by resentment at the Israelites' carrying away the jewels, In fact, 

the idea is absurd, that he should feel tranquil while they were car­

rying off the spoils of the Egyptians to a country; whence he could 

never hope to bring them back, and that his .anger should be roused 

when they were once more, a parently, in 1us power. 

The sufferings of Egypt, in consequence of the residence of the 
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Cbildren of Israel among them, were, only temporary; bUt'thete is 

good reason to suppose that the benefits were permanent. By the 

policy of Joseph, the whole of the land of Egypt became the pro­

perty of the sovereigR, and the people and their childreh his slaves; 

an event which, however unpropitious it might be in any other 

country, was necessary there, where every harvest depended on the 

Nile, and where the equal distribQtion of its waters could alone 

produce a general cultivation. \Vhen the lands of Egypt were pri­

vate prop rty would it be possible to induce individuals to sacri­

lice their posse . ons, that they inigh~ be turned into canals for the 

public benefit? or, when the canal were constructed, would it be 

possible to prevent the inhabitants of the upper provinces from 

drawing off more water than was requisite for their own use, and 

thereby injuring the cultivators lower down? But when the whole 

belonged to one man, the necessary canals would be COlI tructed, the 

distribution of water would be guided by prudence, each district 

would receive its neceSsary proportion, and the collateral brauches 

would then, as they are now, only be opened when the height of 

the river justified such measure for the public benefit. It is evi~ 

dent that no canals were constructed before the time of Joseph, for 

Herodotus even attrfbutes these mighty works to Sesostris, who did 

not reign till three hundred and ninety years after arm. 
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.CHAPTER X. ' 

FEB R U A R Y 13.-E A R L Y in the morning the' Schecb sent the 

camels for our baggage, and soon afterwards arrived him elf with 

tho e that were intended for our accommodation. I lravelled in a 

Takterouane, which is more like a box than a palanquin, and, being 

only Jiv~ feet long, js very uncomfortable. It is slung between two 

camels, by large shafts which pass underneath it; between the e 

the camels march. We had ten Mohaffas, in which the other 

gentlemen 'Went; these are a kind of little couch, two of which are 

slung sideways on the opposite sides of a camel, with an awning 

spread between to keep off the sun: we had also fourteen camels 

for our baggage and water. To avoid the necessity of dressing food 

in the Desert, we provided plenty of cold at, bread, fruit, butter, 

and cheese. We were obliged also to provide coffee, bread, and 

rice for the soldiers of Chedid, and the men who attended on the 

camels. It was half after ten when we took leave of our e timable 

friend Captain Court, and the other companions of our voyage, 

and mounted our camels. I found the motion by no means plea ant, 

but had reason. to suspect, from the violent movements of the gen­

tlem n in the Mohaffas, that they were still more incommoded. Nor 

was I nllsta en, fa n meeting at the wells where tbe rest of the 

caravan bad halted, they were loud in th~il' complaints, and agreed 

in opinion, that a camel afforded the most uneasy conveyance they 
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had ever experienced. We reached the wells by (welve, a distance 

of about four miles, and immediately pitched our tents. 

Our station was in the front of the line, close to the Schech's 

tent: our ggage was around us. The Turks were nearer the sea: 

their chief, Emir Effendi, sent in the evening to Chedid, to say that 

he had heard we were likely to be attacked on the morrow, and 

therefore wished to arrange with him the order of march. It was 

determined that a part of the escort, with the Turks, should go in 

front, a part in the middle of the caravan, and a few in the rear. 

The robber of the Desert are not supposed to exceed in number 

five hundred, and are consequently little to be feared by ehedid, 

who is himself as brave as a lion, and can depend upon his follow­

ers. It was, however, wise to take ev ry precaution, as the ap­

pearance of preparation luight often prevent an ' attack; for the 

Arabs, likc othcr banditti, never fight, except when they conceive 

themselves so superior as to be ure of success. 

Ch did dined with us, and expressed great approbation of the 

cherry-brandy, whicl he drank most freely, though, the tent door 

being open, his peopl could distinguish that he did so. He was 

in great good humour, laughed, and told s veral stories of himself, 

which-were interpreted by Mr. Thomaso. He at length began to 

praise my tent, which was lined with green doth, so highly, de­

claring that it was superior to y he had for his wives, that I was 

illduced to promise it to him on my arrival at Cairo, after which I 

could have no occasion for it. 

February 14.-At half after fiv we took dish of coffee, and 

mounted, and did llot halt till a quarter b fore six in the evening. 

I tbink our camels never went Jess than three miles an hour, alld . 
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therefore suppose we travelled over about' thirty-three miles of a 

road, which winds considerably among the smaller hills. At nine 

we passed a building on our right, which was formerly used as a 

fort by the Turks, when they were more powerful, to protect the 

caravans from the robbers; at present it is nearly in ruins. Soon 

afterwards the road became more stony, and we quitted .the plain 

of Suez, and had malll)ills on our right and left. This was consj­

dered as the most dangerous spot; our escort, was therefore on the 

alert. The Turks marched in front, di. playing two flags; the first, 

belonging to the mahmal, was white, with a yellow border, and in 

the centre the two-bladed sword in yellow: the otber, belonging to 

the SuH~n, which was half green, half red, the former uppermost. 

Chedid was with them as Commander in Chief, and always pre­

ceded the caravan to the top of the ascents, where he waited till 

they came up, and then went on as before. None of the party could 

this day procure the loan of a horse, except my servant, who made 

intere t with a young Arab to let him have his, with sabre and 

muskef, on promising to fight if we were attacked. A more com­

plete coxcomb than this youth I never beheld. He had a very 

small musi~al instrument, something like a guitar, but with only 

four strings, on which he played with his fingers for several 

hours, while he continued to march on foot by the side of my Tak­

terouane. At night he produced a little box containing a gla ,a 

comb, and a toothpick, took off his turban, combed his hair, picked 

his teeth, and contemplated himself in the glass, with all the airs of 

a ~nished petit maitre. 

I collected during the march several very beautiful specimens of 

Egyptian pebble, with which the whole road was covered, to the 
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great annoyance of the camels; The only vegetable productions 

which I sa~, were a few stunted Mimosas, an Artemisia, which is .. 
probably the Absinthium of Bruce, an Echium with a purple blos-

som, and an elegant but leafless Spartium, with a purple and white 

blossom. Chedid dined with us; but he complained of the effects­

of the clierry-brandy, and would take neither wine nor spirit . The 

Emir fired a gun at night, as he had done in the morning, before 

he moved from his station. 

February 15.-At six precisely the gun of the Emir warned us 

to mount. Our camels were evidently fatigued, and we did not 

reach our halting place till five, though it was not above twenty­

two miles. Th road was more winding than yesterday. From the 

time that we quitted the wells, till half after four this day, we had 

been gradually ascending; at that hour we reached the highest 

point, and b held a descent before us, which led ~o the fer~ile plain 

of Egypt, dark with verdure, through which the Nile was winding 

its course. The whole was a beautiful scene, and appeared still more 

so, from the contrast formed by the arid foreground of the Desert. 

The day had been by no mean 'sultry, and as all danger was, 

supposed to be over,. every person who wished it, procured a horse. 

My friend the Emir sent to offer m~ one of his, but I declined ac­

cepting it. Chedid had parted with us early in .the day, and gone 

on to his own residence, hich was distant a few miles. He left a 

message for me, with his chief officer, r~questing that I would not 

pitch my own tent, but occupy his, as it was intended we hould 

set off again at midnight, he having heard that the robbers meant 

to follow, and attack us in the morning. I. c~mplied, though assure~ 

by Mr. Thomaso, that the whole was a trick to get us into Cairo.as 
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, early as pos'S~ble, for this was to me as desiral.Jle an object as to 

them. Our two barrels 'of water had. not been .opened, nor should 

we now want them: I therefore told the Arabs that they might have 

.them. A violent dispute arose about the dhrision; and even my 

friend the Emir sent to request that I would give him some of it. 

Febluary J 6.-It was three o'clock before the caravan departed .: 

at eight we reached an opening in the hil1s, down which we rapidly 

descended, ' and at the bottom were met by Mr. Aziz, the acting Re­

side,nt for the British during the absence of Major Mis tt. We here 

par,ted from the rest of the caravan, and passing by some magnifi­

cent Mussu]maun tombs, kept along the walls of Cairo, till we 

reached an ancient and lofty gate, called Bab·el·Fituch, ,which we 

entered, with all our baggage, orders having been issued for that 

purpose by the Pacha. We soon arrived at the European quarter, 

and took up our residence in the British factory. We had scarcely 

time to dress ourselves, before the R~verend Fathers, and the Prin­

cipal of the Frand cans of Jerusalem, paid me a visit, to congratu­

late me on my arrival; and immediately afterwards carne the 

Franciscan of the Propaganda, with their Principal. Mr. Macardle, 

of Rosetti'~ house, ~nd the other European gentlemen resident here, 

also came to pay their compli~ents. We dined a't home quietly, 

and went to bed early, highly pleased to find ourselves in an excel­

lent house, and in civilized society. His Highness Mohammed Ali 

Pacha sent il the evening to congratulat me on my arrival, and to 

leatn privately on what day I meant to visit him. 

February 17 ,-His Highnes~'s Interpreter came again in the morn­

ing. He made an oncr, in his m.aster's name, of every assistance r 
might want to visit the town and neighbourhood, and exprcsse 
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his regret that the situation of the country was such as to render it ' 

uncomfortable to strangers. He sent the Interpreter to con ult with 

Mr. Aziz, as to the proper etiquette in receiving me, assuring me, 

that it was his wish to 'pay me e c:ry possible attention; that he 

was attached to my countrymen; and that it was even his interest, 

having been recently raised to so high an office, to cultivate the 

friendship of those nations whi~h were friends of the Porte; tha t 

immediately on hearing of my arrival at Suez, he had issued his 

orderR to his servants there, to treat me with every respect, which 

be trusted had been complied with; and that if any thing should 

hereafter be neglected which ought to be done, he ,hoped I would 

attribute it to his being a rough soldier, little accustomed to the 

formalities of peace. 

I expressed my great obligations ,to his Highness, and assured 

him that I felt too sensibly his past kindness, to doubt his future 

attentions. It was settled that I should visit him tomorrow, and 

the whole etiquette was arranged with Mr. Aziz. 

I received a visit from the Reverend Fathers of the Greek Con­

vent, situated in the Greek quarter, which i.s dependent on the 

Patriarch of Alexandria. 

In the morni~g I returned Mr. MacardJe's visit, and accepted an 

invitation from him to be present in the evening at an Egyptian 

dance. I went, but was not much amused. The dancers were 

veiled, not from modest , ut to conceal their ugliness. They sung 

somewhat in the manner of the Indian nautch girls, but never 

raised their voice to an artificial pitch. The dances were infinitely' 

too indecent, even for description~ Mrs. Macardle, a pretty Greek, 

nd a great number of ladi 6, ere there; DOne of them seemed the 
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• least discomposed; but, on the contrary, laughed excessively: yet 

unquestionably this was by no means the effect of ~ice, but solely 

of habit, which had rendered the scene 0 familiar, that they did 

not perceive its impropriety, and even, when asked, danced them­

selves in as indecent a manner. In the intervals of the perform­

ances, the dancing girls went round, demanding money from each 

person .. 

In so turbulent a city as Cairo, every house is wisely constructed 

for \le(ence, and, consequently, has no windows, or·on]ya few of small 

dimensions, towards the street; they are generally built round a 

court, and contain a small garden within their walls. The house 

of Mr. Rosetti, ill which Mr. Macardle resides, i very large, with 

lofty rooms, and welJ fu~nished; a part of the end of the state 

apartment is raised from the floor, and covered with rich carpet, 

around which are couches composed of cushions, i.n the Eastern 

style, which is called a Divan. The whole room is covered either 

with a mat 01' a carpet, and in the middle are chairs and tables: 

the windows are large and glazed. 

The female Greeks bOfl:t in Egypt are pretty, fair, and well made, 

when young, but child birth destroys their figures by relaxation, 

and their bosoms become large and flaccid. Their head dress is 

Asiatic, and richly adorned with gold, pearls, and diamonds: their 

robes are of the same style, and c ist of satins and velvets, faced 

or lined with fut:. Unfortunately, in the same proportion in which 

the outside is adorned, the inside . is neglected. The mind of a 

female Greek is a total blank, or worse. 

The gentlemen of Mr. Rosetti's house art~ chiefly Italians, sensi­

ble, and well informed. Of the French nation there are very few 
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A kind of Agent goes o~casionally to the Pacha, but he cannot ( 

be receiv d i.o any "public character, as Bonaj>art" is il0t recog­

nised as Emperor by the Porte. The evenings are geuerally spent 

at Mr. Macardle's, where the different gentlemen resort, and play 

at cards. 

February lB.-At three o'clock we went, by appointment, to vi it 

th Pacha, who do s not reside in the citadel, but in a large house 

in the Osbeckia. His Highness had sent five horses, rno t magnifi­

cently caparisoned, for me and my suite, and a p~rty of his 

Chaous, with silver sticks, to attend us and keep off the crowd. 

'fhe apartm nt, into which we ,~ re slJewn, was crowded with 

soldiers, and was remarkable n'either for its size nor richness. As 

soon as ,,,,'e were seated, he eIltered by a side door. I arose, and 

paid my compliments in the European fashion, while Mr. Aziz, 

as a native subject of the Porte, kissed the hem of his garment, and 

continued standing during the audience. He is a Ii tIe man, of 

an intelligent countenance, with a reddish brown beard of mode­

rate dimensions, but of which he seemed to be proud, as he was 

continually stroking it. He seated himself close to me on a Divan, 

and began the convenation with th~ usual train of compliments on 

my arrival, addressing me by the title of General. I thanked him 

,for all hi kindness; and, as I had been previously requested by 

Chcdid, mentioned how well ad behaved in the Desert, and at 

Suez. His Highness gravely answered, that if. he had behaved 

otherwise, his head shouJd have answered for it. He expressed a 

great regard for the English, saying that he had been much with 

their officers, when they were in Egypt, and that he had uniformly 

been kindly treated; that it was therefore his inclination to do 
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~ every thing in his power for them all, and particularly for a person 

of my consequence. It was also his duty, since he knew that we 

were the 'steadiest friends of the Porte. We conversed on the reports 

which had circulated qf Bonaparte having taken Vienna: he said 

he could hardly believe it, though every thing was possible in such 

wars as these. He told me that the French Agent had been to notify 

it to him, and fo inform him, that it was now the great Emperor's 

jntention to reconquer the Crimea from Russia, and restore it to the 

Porle: that he had answered," the Porte does not want the Crimea; 

she has 'already so widely extended an empire, that she cannot 

manage the whole of it; she only wants friends." I told his 

Highness, that if Bonaparte got the Crimea, he would restore it to 

the Porte as he did Egypt. He replied, he knew that very well; 

and if France should be victorious, he was very much afraid they 

should have to fight again for this country, and that the Tutlcish 

troops were not capable of resisting the French; that th~y were 

not now what they were formerly . I observed, that they had 

fought bravely, and resisted successfuJIy, the Emperor Joseph in 

the last war. He repli~d, " aye, · yet they were then much divided 
I 

among themselves." He offered me every assistance in his power to 

visit the Pyramids, and desired 1 would not scruple to apply to him 

for every . thing I wanteq. Coffee was served on our entr~ j the cup 

out ofwhich he ~rank: was set with diamonds; our cups were of gold 

embossed. When sherbet was served, we took: the hint to retire. 

He said, he hoped to see me again, and should any thing particular 

occur', he would send to me. His Highness was plainly dressed, 

and wore no jewels of any k.iud. On qUitting the house, a salute 

was fired. 
YOLo JlI. 9 i 
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February 10 ........ ln the morning I returned the visit of the reve,' , 

rend Fathers of St. Francis. TbeJerusalem Convent is ~ very good 

building, and ,sufficiently strong to keep out the nativ~i in ~ tjme 

of tumult. The church is ~and!jome, and 9as some tolerable pic .. 

tures, but they are spoiled by having gold croWIlS' iUlicrted oVer the 

heads of the saints. Pi. very rev.erend Father, with a liilver beard, 

who had lived fifty years in the convent, but 'who was still lively 

and intelligent, shewed me, with great satisfaotion, the figure of 

St. George, his patron saint. He was extremely delighted when 'J 

t~ld him that my name was George, and advised me to recommend 

mySelf to that saiut, night and morning. They aU seemed gp.y and 

ool~tented. The Superior was a man of sense and information. T4e e, 

are the Capuohins whom Bruce mention~, as he always does the 

clergy, with disapprobation. They have a good organ, and a library 

tolerablyiilled. It has been formed by an accumulation of lhe pri­

vate t4>l1ections of such Fatber~ as have died in the convent: they 

who rell!0ve, alway" take their property wjth theIP. This is the 

most ~ncient establishment cOf th~ FrancjBcan~, C\nd has a noble 

friend in t.he houie 'of Rosetti. In the sacristy they sh~wfld me ~h·e 
splendid habillimeots, in·which the Cardinal de Rohan formerly ce­

lebrated high mas ,and whwh were given to tht:fm by Mr. Map,ardle. 
They are entirely supported by charitable contributions. 

I next visit.ed the Franciscan Fathers of the Propaganda, whom 

Mr. Bruce accu es of having instigated the as assination of Monsieur 

de Roule. He gives a min1;lte detail of a transaction, which passed 

dventy years before he w¥ in the coUntry, but docs not qqote his 

authoriLiea. This, .at ieast, he should have done, wpen accusing a 

reverend body of so horrid a crime. They had heard of his accu-
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~ahon; and It was probably a feeling of resentment that induced 

them . to repay the obligation, by charging him with having de­

stroyed Luigi Balugani, the Italian youth who accompanied him 

into Abyssinia, in order to take the credit to himself of the draw" 

ings that he brought home. It was impossible to convince them of 

the injustice of their charge, though they did not attempt to produce 

any o~he evidence, than that Balugani could draw, a.nd Mr. Bruce 

could not. These Franciscans are very poor; they formerly re­

ceived each a miserable pittance of sixty dollars from the Propa­

ganda at Rome, which is no longer paid. They subsist only on cha­

rity; and as they have fewer friends than the Capuchins. live very 

indifferently. Their convent is small, their church decent, but 

poorly furnished. The Superior was a Pole, an intelligent man~ wbo 

spoke Italian, and a little French. 

As the weather was fine, I took a walk in Mr. Rosetti's garden, 

which is large, and would be very pleasant, were it not, that the Alba· 

nians intrude whenever they please, take what they lik;e, and even 

cut the trees with their sabres, On my return home, I received a 
deputation from the Greek Archbishop of Mount Sinai. e eusing 

himself for not having visited me. He; was so afraid of being in­

sulted, that, although he had been here a year, he had nevel'V4m­

tured to quit his convent. Having been assured that he was a very 

pleasant ~nd intelligent man, I returned an answer, that I would 

do myself the pleasure,of visiting him. 

Scbech Chedid, a~d Mohammed Ali Pacha, were by no means 

friends., ill consequence of the former refusing to pay an)'! tribute, 

~nd occa~onally interrupting trarle. I found that, when ~r. Aziz 

suggested to his Hi&hness the li&ihility of nding this most pow-



CAIRO. 

erful chief to escort me across the Dese~t, it was difficult to induce; . 

·him ,to enter the town; but at length he was induced to do so, on 

receiving the facba's passport, and security for his personal safety. 

He came in again this day, and settled with Mr. Aziz for my jour­

ney. In addition to the tent, I presented him with a shawl for 

himself, and a very rich piece of gold tissue for his wife, with which 

he declared himself more pleased than if I had given him.ten times 

the amount in dollars. By the custom of, the country, a Chief es­

corting a caravan was entitled formerly to four dresses; Mr. Rosetti 

reduced the number to two, which were also given to him. He 

charged eight dollars for the hire of each camel. Though·only two 

were emplQyed in carrying theTakterouane, yet the price was thirty­

two dollars, in consequence of an idea that it is injurious to the ani­

mal. The whole expense of passing the Desert was upwards of six 

hundred dollars. 

February ro.-In consequence of a notification to his Highness, that 

we wished this day to visit the Citadel, he sent early in the morning 

seven richly caparisoned horses for our use, an officer of the troops 

to colJduct us, and two Chaous Bashi to keep off the crowd. We set 

off, accompanied by Mr. Aziz, Mr. Macardle, and many European 

gentlemen; and by the assistance o~ the Pacha's servants, who rode 

on asses, and did not spare their whips, made our way through the 

narrow streets, which "ere, as usual, crowded, till we reached a 

kind of open place before the gate of the new Citadel, opposite to 

which is a very noble mosque. We mounted a steep hill, paved 

with large flag stones, surrounded by ruins of houses lately de­

stroyed in the disputes between the Turks and Albanians, till we 

reached the walls of the oew Citadel, which are lofty and strong, 

. J 
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"n entering, we went directly to the hall of audience, where we 

expected to find the Pacha's son, but he had gone to visit his father • 

. We were, however, received by an officer of the garrison, who pre­

sented us with pipes and coffee, in a room which was formerly the 

zenana of the Paeha when he lived in the citadel, and looked di· 

rectly over the walls towards Old Cairo and the Pyramids. In the 

middle was a fountain; but in other respects, it had nothing but its 

size, and its consequent coolness in summer, to recommend it. The 

officer attended us himself to the mint, where they coin gold zequins, 

half 'zequins, and quarter zequins; also in silver, piastres and pa­

rahs. As the~e are much adulterated, the profit of coining is very 

great to government, bringing in from one thousand to' twelve hun­

d red purses: it was more ill the time of the Beys. The machinery 

for striking the c'oin, is similar to that used in Europe b~fore the 

inventions of Mr. Bolton, but of inferior merit. Instead of using 

rollers to Hatten the metal, they beat it out with hammers. 

We next visited Joseph's well, which has been too frequently de­

scribed to require an account of it here. It is an astonishing work, 

for it required no common mind to siI.Jk an oblong pit of twenty­

four feet by eighteen, to tbe depth of one hundred and forty-six: feet 

through the solid rock, and then, not bafHed by the difficulty anq 

want of success, to persevere in sinking another, still through the 

solid rock, to the depth of one hundred and thirty feet, where the 

rod, ended, and tbe water was found. The size of this second is only 

fifteen by nine, according to Nor~en, which i~ sufficient for every 

purpose of utility. It was probably thou~ht unnecessary to make it 

larger, as it is not visible from the top, and Ilot forming one singl 

piece, could not he considered ~ ornamental, 
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I do ~ot see 'any reas9~ . to doubt the traditi<N;l reported by M . , 

Niebuhr th~t :thisJ CI\I .w.eU ~ the .other noble ~rks which are .a~~~i~ , 

b,9t~d (0 Joseph· were ~onstrlJcted p,r 1;le celebrated Salad,in" who ~ 
~al ,nam,e was Y uit and in whose time the ci~adel was , ~qij~ 

~ru(:~ed, though oth~n CJ,ttribute ' it to bjs minister. W.e neJ 

-yi ited 'the Divan, which bas nothing, to Jj~com{Jlend i~, but its $rQ'l~ 

~lie, jJ.l one undl'ed ~ fO{ty-ni~ feet long, eightYl'si~ brqa'd, 

~' bet\:Veen thirty and t ·rty·fiv~ h.igP; formerly ind~ed it w~ , 
~plendidly ornament~dl Qu~ now it is rapidly faJHng to' decay. The, 

Fr~np qsed it as ap ' h~pi~al, for whi~h it i~ admh:ab1r ada:pt~d, 

Th~ view helIce, and from ~very par~ of the· rampa(~~, ~hicl\ at:; 

t\lemselves !Qfty, and are elevated on a rock~ is most beautiful. · It ~XJ 

tepQ over the' ruips of Old Cairo, the villages of Boulac and Gbez~, 

lf~~h th~~ great Pyra~i9si tpe Pyramids of Sacara, ~nd the !'file,. tq 

ewi~h he prospect. At that ti,1:ne tbe ex,tensive pl.~in,s of Hght·gr,eeu , 
wheat foIplc,<i a singular contrast with the arid del)ert, aI)d ,the l>an:eq 

rock of .¥ok~ttem. This lasi (;Olllman<is the citadQI. 'which \YQuld 

otherwi$e be a place of great military iroportam;e, as the whole ~~ty; 

of Cairo I~s ~ itl.mercy. 1.'he Fre ~h engineers wished "to rerqoye 

~,.,ut BonapatW wOJJld not COI}$ent to a ~easure that di~ not origi­

n4Lte . ,elf. It wou ~ a work of great labour, bQJ cert~nly 

Q.Q~ .ipl~'~l>~e. The ~.ao.d olel citadel cover a grc;at extent of 

gl'Quucl . , ~h~y f9 rJy eparated, but the French openet;l ~ 

ffOJW1lU~OJ;1'" ~ two. All the splendiq rema'iDS of antj· 

. f:l here is also a. very h,and$ome p 

. r in ruins. h.1 the old c;itad~l ~ a 

,*'CI' "~WUAI.IUu.. ~t ~ ~~ public .build. 
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or three ,tories high, built of solid stone,. w' th vaulted 

• 'eacb of which are cannon. Mter quitting the Divan" we'visited 

the. hall of Jo eph, a noble apartment, but in ruins ;1 four' cmol\'mciu 

pillars of red granite sustained the roof, which is now gone. 'T ey 

are ea~h of one .piece. The capitals aTe Egyptian, and seem,to h~ e. 
been removed from some more ancient huilding. Thewallc'a:long the 

I'ampart o~ t~is side is as beautiful as on the otben: the: iew from 

it 'commands the town of Cairo, with it numerous minarets; .and 

publio building : beyond lies the ile, the island of Rhoda covered 

with large sycamore tree, the verdant plain, and the Pyramid. 

The line of forts erected on the different hillocks from the citadJ I to 

th.e Nile, are se n tp a cQDsiderable distanCe on the left: the aq duct 

,of old Cairo extcmcls to the sa[Jle ' distanc on the left, ahd the ' noble 

mosque which I have before mentioned forms a bold fore round tathe 

view. On thi side of the fort ar:e mounted many. cannOn and fIlor­

tars. The Turks considered the citad I more as a place to overawe 

the . town, than to protect it from foreign enemies. hen first built, 

tl e use of gunpowder was unknown, and it was equally aluable 

i~l: both points of view, as it was too far fl10m el Mok ttero to be 

injured from it by any thing except artillery. We next passed to a 

very noble room, .supportBd by numerous pillars of granite, each a 

ingle pi ce: all of these, except four, were Egyptian; the others 

h d Oorinthian capitals. The roof had fallen in, but at a great 

height a cornice of wood four feet broad still remained, ornamented 

, h inscriptions fro~ t.he oran. Mr. Salt's drawings will give a 

b t r.idea Qf these than any de oription. I believe all th pillars to 

ha e belongod to some teo am:iellt building. pposite to this 

1'00 ' j -an~er, h~ch overloOk. d the city: it had Peen intirely 

, , 
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covered with mosaic, of which a considerable part remained, thoug~ 
the buildings themselves had fallen to ruins, and were now fil~ 

with rubbish, instead of being occupied by the manufacturers, who 

used here to embroider the rich covering of the Caaba at Mecca. It 

is indeed a melancholy circumstance, that the many splendid 

remains of the ancient SultauDs, which the citadel contains, should 

be so rapidly disappearing. The outer walls may continue to 

defend the garrison within, and the massive columns of Egyptian 

architectur may survive the destruction of the apartments they 

were meant to adorn; but civil broils will destroy every other 

vestige, that could point out the citadel of Cairo as the former abode 

of monarchs. Near this is the mortar battery, whence Hurshid 

Pacha bombarded the town during the late disturbances. W ~ 

visited a round tower, somewhat resembling the castle of Saint 

Angelo at Rome: it consists of three stories, with one chief apart­

ment on each. The stair-case is excellent. Cannon are mounted on 

the tower- The whole i of stone with vaulted roofs, and is pro­

bably as old as the foundation of the citadel. We rode through 

the old citadel, but returned into town by that gate of the new by 

which we entered. 

- W.ith my own party and Mr. Macardle, I visited the Greek 

Archbishop of Mount Sinai. He is a handsome young man, of 

con iderable talent, an excellent scholar, and liberal in all his sen­

timents. He was educated at St. Petersburg, and spoke French 

fluently. The convent is small but extremely neat. He informed 

me that it was founded in the third century. He had a good library 

of books, among which was Norden, and several other writers on 

Egypt. He had not got Niebuhr; I therefore requested his acceptan~e 
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ermy copy,which I could easily replace i~ Europe. He informed me ' 

tIl't there were forty monks of the order of St. Catharine, here and 

.. t Mount Sinai; that they had convents at Jerusalem, in A ia Minor, 

and in Russia; the whole number of fathers amounting to about 

two hundred. He said that he wished to get out of thjs place, but 

that the Arabs demanded one hundred thousand piastres every time 

the doors of a convent were opened to admit a new archbishop, and 

that they were not at that moment in a situation to pay such a 

sum. Ttli is the only occasion o~ which the gates are ever opened. 

All visitors ascend to a window by a basket, as in the other con­

vents a'mong the Arabs. I observed, that he would be nearly as 

much a prisoner at Mount Sinai as here; he replied, that there he 

hould l.!ave a fine climate, and an excellent and large garden to walk 

in, which is surrounded by a high wall, and is separated from the 

convent, but communicate by a subterraneous passage. He would 

,a]so have the consolation of being in a most holy place, for St. 

Catharine's of Mount Sinai is ~s much venerated in the Greek 

churcb, as J erusa lern is in tHe Catholic; pilgrimages are made to 

it, and the good fathers dispersed over Europe and Asia, make 

lar e coIlections from the faithful, which are remitted , to Mount 

Sinai, and enable the archbishop Lo sustain the expense ofhis entry, 

and of nearly feeding all the Arabs around, who, on thi account, 

wil1ingly convoy the provi ion!t from Egypt. without \V hich the 

reverend monks could not exist in the desert. He informed me 

. that one tower that was built by Helena; but that the rest 

of t.he cOllven~ was erected by J IJstinian. I enquired respectin J' 

manuscripts; he said he was informed that there were some, but of 

what kind he could n,ot yet say, as he had never been there. 
VOL. Ill. S C 
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He presented us with sherbet, coffee, and liqueurs. Every thing-

was neat, and had an air of affiuence. The library, which they used ~ 
a a council chamber, was filled with an infinity of small pictures' 

of d,ifferent saints, most of which had crowns of real gold inserted, 

and some had the whole drapery in the same strange way. There 

was a small picture of a beautiful t. Catharine, without any of this 

meretricious ornament. Monseigneur attended me to the door, and 

declared he was determined to venture out, for the first time, to 

have the pleasure of paying his compliments to me. 

February 21.--The cenery from the Citadel llad excited in me 

o great a degree of admiration, that I determined Mr. Salt should 

take a set of vie,\\'s from it, which would answer as a Panorama. 

Early in the morniug he therefore set off, with one of the Chaous 

Bashi to protect him, and Mr. Thomaso to interpret for him. He 

continued there several hour, and met with no molestation.-The 

Archbi hop of MoUllt Sinai sent ' m.e a present of apples, pomegra~ 

nates, and almond, from St. Catharine's, also a Jarge flask of Cyprus 

wine, which he a sured me was ten years old. 

February 22.-lt was impossible to persuade Mohammed Ali that 

my objects were 110t political, and as the English had ever been on 

friendly term with the Beys, and latterly their protectors against 

the Porte, he was extremel" jealous of my having any communi­

cation with them. The most distant hint 'of visiting Upper Egypt, 

therefore, excited alarm, and I was obliged to abandon the idea 

altogether. 

The Archbishop of Mount Sinai fulfilled his promise, and this 

day paid me a visit, accompanied by two of his clergy. They were 

much in.tereated by the Axum inscription. which he requested me ~ 
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to lend liim, that he might en~eavour to translate it. One of his 

attendahts read a great part of it with facility. Mr. Salt agaio went 

to the Citadel, and sketched a pl"Oportion of the view, in deli",nce 

of a high wind, which raised clouds of dust among the ruins. 

February 23.-1 ~el1t to the mass of the Franciscans of Jerusa­

lem. As it was ,Lent, the organ did not play. The voices were fine. 

Afterwards we accompanied the Superior to the Refectory, where, 

,according to their constant custom, coffee, ljqueurs and ginger­

bread were served round. The custom of taking liqueurs is v'ery 

general. 

February 24.-Signor Filippo Agnelli, who is employed by the 

Emperor of Germany to preserve animals, and collect other curiosi­

ties in this country, arrived to-day from' Damietta at Mr. Macardle's, 

and immediately waited on ~e. As I knew that his Imperial Majesty 

was much attached to natural history, I gave Signor AgneUi a very 

large collection of shells, which I had found in the Red Sea, and . 

every duplicate in my possession, either from India, Arabia, or 

Abyssinia, to be presented, in my name, to his master. The skins 

of the Abyssinian birds, which Mr. Salt had brought from Tigre, 

being infested with vermin, I was fearful that they would never reach 

England in a state to be described: anxious to preserve them' for 

the public, as many specimens were perfectly new, I thought it of 

lit tIe consequence whether they were in my own cabinet or another's, 

. and therefore gave thewhole, amounting to one hundred specimens, 

. to Signor Agnelli, who promised that he would immediately begin 

to put them in order. He was ext~emely delighted, as, with all his 

assiduity, he had been able ill three years to make DO very large 

collection. At Suez, in particular, during a residence of three 
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months, he had obtained fewer shells t han I had done in fifteen oays 

Alone, and without serv,ants, it is impossible to accomplish much, for 

the Arabs will do nothing that gives them troubl , even for money~ 
It rained very heavjly last night. The houses are ill adapted for 

wet weather. Mr. Macgie was driven from his bed, and my room 

was deluged with rain. The thermometer wa at 55°. 

February 25.-We had hitherto. intended to visit the Pyramids 

on the 27 th, but at present we are afraid of a disappointment. Elfi . 

Bey has appeared in the neighbourhood, and hi advanced guard 

is said to be within an hour's march of Gheza, and he him elf 

within four. He has a force of ten thousand men, and may mean 

to march into Lower Egypt and spread devastation, as he did once 

before. If so, we may be able in a day or two to go thither; if not, 

it will be impossible, although we have nothing to fear from him, 

who is attached to the English, and ever speaks with gratitude. and 

delight of his reoeption in England. Yet, mixed as his army is with 

Arabs and Albanians, it might be dangerous to fall in with them; 

besides, Mohammed Ali would have fair grounds of suspicion 

that I had some political intention in meeting him. That he has . . 
already taken the alarm at Elfi's approach, wa hinted to me to 

day by Malum Gali, the Coptic receiver general of the revenue of 

Egypt, here cal1ed the Bas Kateb, a respectable and able young 

man. He excused himself from not having called before, by assur­

ing me that he had not heard of my arrival, which is very possible, 

as he is occupied from mOl'ning till night. He said, laughing, that 

he felt himself quite comfO! table at escaping for a few minutes 

from incessant persecution; but.at that very moment a Ii lJow, who 

had chased him to the British House, entered with a paper, on 
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which he laughed, and took his leave. I have no doubt that he was 

sent by the Pacha to give me the hint not to see Elfi. After all the , 
attentions I had received from His Highness, I would, on no 

account, do any thing that might be disagreeable to him; besides, 

were he to have any suspicions, in such critical time as these, all 

the Europeans .might suffer for it. A private individual might do 

much,\vhich I cannot, from the consequence they have been pleased, 

unforlm tely in some respects for me, to attach to my title, which 

has been increased by" my having a Company's cruiser to bring me 

to Suez. Malum Cali has promised to give me information of 

Elfi's motions. 

Hammed Bey Elfi el Sageer (or the younger) died yesterday. 

He was a' brave, active, young man, and will, be a severe l~ss to the 

old El£1, who is no great soldier. He has made his Khasmadar, or 

Treasurer, Bey, in his stead. 

Mr. Salt continued his labours at the citadel, accompanied by 

Captain Rudland and the Chaous Bashi. He told me they were :very 

busy there casting ball, and that the flymg artillery was gone out. 

I paid a visit to Signor Filippo, who shewed me his whole col· 

lection. The fishes are most beautifully preserved; those of the Nile 

are very curious, and some of an enormous size. I was surprised 

to see among them a species of the same genus as that which blows 

itself up, and is covered with spines. I thought it was peculiar to 

the sea. He was so kind as to give me ~everal specimens, and to 

offer to teach any of my people how to preserve. them, and the 

birds. He has ·been several years in the Emperor' service, and 

told me that he once preserved r his Majesty a favourite negro • 

. whom he has seated on the back of a camel. 
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February 2.6.-lf Elfi were at the Pyramids" it seems he has 

marched on; for his Highness sent this evening to inform me, that 

his horses were ready for to-morrow, and that he had ordered t le 

Governor ofGheza to attend me with all hi troops, and to answer 

with his head for my safety. I deferred our journey till Sunday, 

as Saturday is the great festival of Beiram, and it would have been 

rather hard to take the good Governor away from his people On 
such an occasion. 

February 27.-1 received, from the Archbishop of Mount Sinai, 

the Greek inscription and a translation of it, with a very flatteFing 

J Uer. The weather was very cold, with showers of rain. The theF'­
morneter [) 2:> in the morning. 

February 28.-Mr. Salt went again to th'e Cit~del, but wag. soon 

obliged to return, as they began to celebrate the festival of Beiram, 

by firing musquetry with balls; an amusement by no means safe 

for the by-standers. 1 went to see his Highnes pass to the mosque, 

which he did in very great state. Some of his ChaOllS Bashi were 

most magnificently dressed. His two sons preceded him: . the eldest 

is a fine boy; the second is less handsome, but is said to be illtelligent. 

Some young Marne ukes ' attended him, whose complexions were 

fairer than any Europeans,..and, if they were not painted, the ver­

milion tint of their cheeks was superior to any thing I ever saw 

in nature. His Highness was plainly dres ed, .and, as at my inter­

view, incessantly stroked his beard. 

March I.-The French Agent notified to his Highness that' 

he bad official intelligence from Constantinople of. the peace being 

signed between France and Au ria, and of a very great victory 

obtained ove~ the Russian by Bonaparte. He, at the same time,. 
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reque.!ted the Pacha to lend bim some cannon to fire a salute on the 

~cCasion:. The Pacha replied that he djd ~ot believe his story, and 

tbat:ir he did, he· would not let him have the cannon . 

. ,Ma·r()h ~.-The di turbance~ in Egypt during. the last tbre year, 

had rendered a visit' to the Pyrainids too dangerous for individu Is 

to venture, and. I, consequently, had numerous applications from 

the European~ who happened to be in Cairo, to permit them to attend 

me, with which, of coune, I complied. The Pacha supplied my party 

with-horses, and sent two Chaous Bashi to take care of us, as u uaI. 

ABout ele'ven we q~itted lhe city, and passing among the innumera-

. bJ~' hillocks, composed of broken pou.cry, ~ccayed bricks, and sand, 

w.hich rise (0 a great height between New and Old Cairo, at length 

-reached .the convent of St. George, which i§ within the waJl of the 

Citadel ~f the lauer., It consi Ls of a lofty round tower, divided 

into many apartments .. and some qU(Jre buildings, both of reat. 

aptiquity. 

As the air is salubrjou~, and the vicinity to the river amI the 

grov<!s of Lhejslan~ of Rhoda reuders the scene more plea ing th n 

tIle n~rrow streets of the city, it was formerly the custom fol' many 

re~pectable families to out and reside here during the summer 

m~>nths, the good father supplying them with provisions, and by • 

the presents they received. in rel~rn, adding wmewhat to their own 

scanty pittan~. The heavy oontributions which Mohammed Ali 

was obliged to levy on th, t put of the country, which is· under his 

control, in order to satisfy the rapacity of the Albanian banditti, 

who raised him to power, have ruined nnmbers, and have reduced 

the IIlOIiks of St. George to so wretched a state, that they have been 

"""., ... ~u .. to abandon this . Jarge convent, and r tire to a .maller 
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within the city. They however came out in order to receive m,e, 

as I wished to leep at their house, that I might have the whole day 

beraTe us to reach ~he Pyramids. The chnrch is neat and clean, 

and, as it is ,dedicated to the Patron saint of the Engli h, a corner 

i reserved for the sepulture of such of that nation as die here. The 

pictures are in the worst style of modem Greek art. 

. Our party did not consist of less .than forty, who, after resting, 

determined ·to cake a walk, and look at the Mekias. This building 

bas ever been a greater object of curiosity than it s~ems to merit, 

though the pillar in thc c Jlt:r is very handsome . . This is divided 

into numerous com partments, as is shewn in the drawing of Norden, 

and affords the mean of ascertaining the rise of the Nile, with which 

the bason that surrounds it has a communication. Every traveller 

either ha visited it, or wishes to have it supposed that he did so. 

Pococke's drawi'ngs are always so bad, that the sins of omission and 

commission, which cover his view of the Mekias, do not lead me to 

doubt of his having seen it. But that Mr. Bruce should have pre­

ferred his naked and erroneous view to the perfect drawing · of 

Norden, if he had ever himself seen it, I cannot beli ,ve; yet so 

he has done; for the drawing given in s work is an exact copy 

from that of Pococke. Mr. Bruce, as usual, talks of the difficulty 

of his attempt to see it, and this certainly was the case at all times 

to a native Christian, but never 'to a Frank, except during the 

time of the rise of the river, when, from political reasons, all access 

would be denied. 

We wandered for some time among the ruins of a palace which 

stood around the Mekias, and had several flights of steps descend­

ing to the river. A mosque had formerly been its chief ornament, 

• 
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the rbof being supported by Corinthian pillars of ' Italian marble. 

But even this holy ·edifice had not been spared during the civil 

wars between the Beys and Albanians, and the artillery of both 

parties had equally contributed to its destruction when they occu­

pied -the opposite sjd of the river, and were constantly firing at 

each other. 

Our next visit was to a Jewish synagogue, which had nothing 

remarkable in .it, but its fil ; and we afterward examined a Coptic 

church, which was not only more cleanly, but wa an object of 

curiosity, from its being believed to contain the cell, in which the 

Virgin Mary l.'esided during her abode in Egypt. It is a vault under 

the body of the church, containing an ovenlike aperture, where tbe 

infantJesus was supposed to have slept. Many of our attendants took 

tlie opportunity of so free an access, to chip off small bits of wood 

from the beams which supported the roof, to wear as amulets about 

their persons. 

We returned to the convent and foulld all excellent dinner pro­

vided for me, amI plenty of good wine sent from the Residency. 1 

invited all the gentlemen to partake with me. This was the day 

fixed on by the French Agent to celebrate the victories of his 

master. He had invited the Pacha's interpreter to be of the party, 

, but his Highness ordered him, ", to go and dine with the General 

(as he always called me), and accompany him to the Pyramids." 

I w,as very glad to see 'him join our party, as it added a consequence 

. to us, and greatly increased our security by the certainty which 

every oue felt, that if any thing should be wrong, he would report 

it to his master. 

March 3.-, We were ,aU up by five, and immediately passed the 
VOL. Ill. 3 D 
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river to Gheza, but, when there, discovered that the Governor;whQ 
" , 

had been ordered to attepd us w~th 'all his garrison, had gone out, 

in the night, to a neighbouring village, in consequence of the ap­

pearanceofa Bey, imd some Mamelukes ofElfi in its vicinity. Our 

friend the interpreter ~ent to him, and so (eturued with as u­

ranees, that the Governor had certain information of the enemy 

being one thousand strong, that he believed they were come down 

solely to attack us, ~nd that therefore had felt it his duty to 

communicate to his Highness this unexpected circumstance, and 

mus wait for his commands before he could venture to move. He 

very politely added, that as he hoped to be able to make them 

retire in the course of the day, I might not like to return to Old 

Cairo, in wl!ich case his house was v ry much at my service. I 

declined, his invitation, and prefered lounging during the day in 

the groves and ~ardens of Rhoda, while the Interpreter went to the 

Paeha. He joined us again 'at dinner, and brought a message from 

his Highne,s, expressing his extreme regret at what had happened, 

assur·ng me that he would send over troops sufficient to protect 

me, and that hi house loid cavalry, and the French Mamelukes,' 

should attend me as as a body guard to the Pyramids. 

March 4.-We sent over our horses yesterday evening to avoid 

delay, and were up early: but our impatience WdS useJess. It was 

ten before a Mameluke appeared, and then the guards were not 

arrived. At length, to my gr at surprise,'1 was informed, that 

Taher Pacha, Mohammed Ali's nephew, was arrived, alld sitting 

on the bank of the river. I immedia tely went to pay my compli­

ments to him, when he received me very civilly, and offered me a 

share of the carpet on which he was sitting, which I accepted. He 



C A I RO. SB7 
, 

told me his uncle had sent him over to Gheza to make arrange-

ments ,for my visit to the Pyramids, that he was taking over many 

men, that more were passing by Boulac, and that he expected, in 

the course of the evening, every thing would b~ selt1ed, in which 

case he wo ld send to me. He now began to joke with the Marne­

luke boys around him, and obliged one to own himself a French 

lad, and speak in his native language to us. He was all odd looking, 

little animal ill his Mussulmaun dr,ess, and carried his master's snuff­

box. The conversation then tu ned on Jidda, and he told me he 

was going there when Egypt was quiet. I warned him against the 

Sheriffe; he replied, he knew him well, and would take care of him . . 
I should myself much doubt if Taher Pacha will ever go to Jidda. 

His uncle was appointed originally, but when the revolution gave 

him Egypt, he appointed this young man in his stead, but has 

hitherto kept him here. The Porte can hardly choose to give an 

office of such high respectability to so young a man, and the rela­

tion of a person whom they already fear. 1 have been told that, in 

general, the Pachalic of Jidda has' been considered as an honourable 

banishment for life, as the Sultaun himself is obliged to rise to re­

ceive the minister of so holy a place on his return~ to avoid which, 

as being derogatory to the dignity of the sovereign, he is never 

recalled. 

I heard an anecdote of the present Sultaun Selim, which, if true, 

does him the highest honour. On his accession, the Paoha of Jidda 

was his tutor, for whom he had the greatest regard. He determined 

, to recall him, but the Divan remonstrated, representing the inde­

corum of his getting up to receive him. "What," said he, " shall 

I be ashamed to get up to' my second father.1 DO, let him be sent 
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for immediately." He a~cordingly arrived, and SeJim 'not only' 
rose, but 'advanced to the door to 'receive him, and, after ern-. 
bracing, placed him by his side" 

" When all his troops were over, Taher. Paeha got up himself, and, 

smacking his open hand , against mine, took his leave with great 
- ' 

good humon r. He IS young and rather handsome, has the appear-

;ance of being good tempered, but did not seem to possess much 

ability He sent in the evening to say, that every thing was settled, 

and that I might come over in the morning. 

. March 5.-0ur pariy passed the river as soon as it was light, 

but Mussulmauns are not , to be hurried, and it was some time before . 
the governor of the town joined us with a large body of cavalry, 

and a piece of curride artillery. We crossed the plain direct for 

the Pyramids, while "Taher Pacha kept between us and some vil. 

lages to the north,' where the Mar;ne1ukes and Arabs were said 'to 

be. He had with him full two thousand infantry, and - another 

piece of curriole artillery, a force more than sufficient for our pro­

tection. I cannot say that I was struck with that astonishment, 

wbic~ many have expressed on approaching these vast masses. 

The idea: of a Pyramid is easily conceived, and consequently" sur­

prise cannot enter the feelings of a person' w hen he first beholds­

them. When, however, reason points out the prodigious labour, 

with which they must have been erected, and the incompre'hensible 

motives, which could have Jed .to such vast exertions, astonish­

ment gradually increases, and the mind is lost in conjecture and . 
aamiration. 

, On reaching the entrance into the great Pyramid, we were Joined 

by many Arabs, residing in the neighbouring vaults, who offered 
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their services in assistiug us among the ruins, a!ld clearing the p -

sage that led to what i usually called the Sepulchral chamber, from 

the sand that had accumulated in it. This was ' rapidly executed, 

and the flambeaux being lighted, the party entered. The different 

passages and chambers have been so often visited and described, 

that it is impossible any new discovery can be made by a modem 

traveller. The French have ascertained the actual dimensions, and 

it is curious, tnat Diodorus should have been proved to be correct, 

who has stated the base to be seven hundred feet, and the elevation " 

six hundred. The British army had leisure to visit it frequently, 

and the officers have added their testimony to that of their prede­

cessors, that the great pyramid is built of a stone found in the vici­

nity, and of which the rock itself on which ids erected, is composed. 

If ever this, or the others, were covered with marble or granite, not 

a vestige now remain to prove the fact; but it is probable that 

they werc at least intended to he thus adorned, from the passages 

being of the finest w:hite 'marble, and the chambers of the red 

granit6 of Upper Egypt. 

If it were dubious in the time of Herodotus, by whom, or for 

what purpose, the pyramids were constructed, it is scarcely possible 

that modern ingenuity hould clear away the deeper gloo~ with 

which the course of ages has covered the mystery ; yet every per­

son, who has written on the subject, has embraced some decided 

opinion, and many have laboured bard to prove, what mu t ever 

. . remain doubtful. Among these, Monsieur Maillet is the rno t re­

markable, who has described the proce s of closing the great pyra­

mid, as accurately as if he had been present when it was done. I 

am myself inclined to believe that it never was intended to be shut 

• 
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up, nor that any pains 'Were taken to conceal the approaches to the 

great chamber; for if such were the case, nothing could be more 

absurd, than to line the passages, from the entrance to the ex­

tremi~y, with a highly polished white marble, which would have 

served as a guide to any depredator, and would have precluded 

the possibility of his erring eitqer to the right or left; whereas, if 

the passage had been formed of ~he same materials as thft rest of 

the building, nearly a moiety of it might have been destroyed be­

fore its contents could have been discovered. If, on the contrary, 

the pyramid were intended to be open for ,the cel~bration of allY 

of the sacred myste'ries, the lining of polished marble to the 

passage, and the splendid coating of granite, which adorns the 

chambers, would be at once accounted for, and the sarcophagus 

might have been destined to contain the supposed body of Osiris 

during the annual lamentations for his loss. 

The usual account of Cheops having finished it for his own in­

terment, seems hardly reconcileable with the account of H~rodotus, 

of his , being buried in an island surrounded by the Nile, which 

might be under, but could not be in the pyramid, from its being 

elevated one hundred feet above the level of the plain. The ridi­

culous account of the Arab historians, of the body of a king having 

been discovered adorned with jewels, when SuItaun Almamoun 

opened the pyramid, is unworthy of consideration, for it appears 

thpt the passage was open in the time of Strabo and Pliny, who 

mention the oblique descent, and the well of eighty-six cubits . . 

The conjecture of Pococke seems worthy of more attention; who 

believes that the whole point of the high land, which protrudes due 

east into the plain of the Nile, was intended to be covered with an 
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unifdrm pile, of which tho existina pyramids were to form a part, 

and that others were to oe erected, to correspond w'th the great 

pyramid and the third. The second pyramid would then be in 

the centre, with the sphinx in front of it. The regularity of the 

excavations which surround this building on two sides, leaving an 

opening to the east, and the fact that the causeways extend in the 

same direction, seem to prove, that this was intended as the front 

of the pile, and thereby confirm the conjecture of our learned 

countryman. 

Mr. B'ruce, who certainly visited the yramids, has given us only 

one ob ervation, and that is totally contrary to . the truth, viz. 

" that large fragments of the rock are vi ible in the roof of the great 

" chamber, where the sarcophagus stand , and also in the top of 

" the roof of the gallery, as you go up into that cliamber." I have 

before tated that the pyramid itself is built of a stone found on 

the spot, but that the gallery is lined with white marble, and the 

chambers with the finest granite. 

Among the renegado French, who escorted me, was a m~n, who 

said he had accompanied Bonaparte on his visit to the pyramids, 

and assured me that that General had sent down a man into the 

well, with a cord fastened to him, but that, after he had desceuded 

some distance, t~ey found it impossible to get him out, probably 

from some curve in the passage. ~t is to be regretted that the ex­

periment failed, for the description of Herodotus gives-sufficieut 

. grounds for believing that we are hitherto unacquainted with many 

of the mysteries of this gloomy building. 

Tah~r Paeha sent so frequently to ha ten my departure, that, at 

length, we were obliged, however unwillingly, to comply. He im-
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mediately prepared to attack the Mamelukes, who were lurldl'lg in. 

the date groves; but his Albanians thought it safest to proceed so 

slowly, that the enemy had sufficient time to retire before they 
were within reach. Taher Pacha told them plainly, that they were 

only fit to extort money from the peaceable natives, but that they 

would never be induced to seize it fro~ an armed enemy. Our 
r . 

cavalry attended us across the plain to Ghe~a, a distance of only six 

mile, but rendered very fatiguing by the cultivation of the ground, 

over which we were obliged to move, and by the heat of the sun 

passing thlOugh an unclouded s y. We were all heartily fatigued 

when we reached Cairo, after having been in motion for twelve 

hours. 

March 6th.-I received a letter from Captain Court, informing 

me that they were in the greatest distress for water and provi ions. 

At my request, Mr. Macardle very kindly sent off his servant to 

Schech Chedid, desiring him instantly to forwlrd to Suez, forty 

sheep and three bl:lllocks. 

I w~s this day to visit his Highness the Pacha, to take my 

leave. I mentio~ed to him the distress of the Panther for water. 

He instantly ordered a letter to be written to the Governor 011 the 

subject: it was sealed. in my presence) and deli~ered to me to be 

forwarded. I observed that he watohed the Secretary very closely 

the whole time the seal was in his hand. He presented me. a sabre 

with his <twn hand, J'equesting I would keep it for his sake. His 

attendants gave one to Mr. Macgie, Mr. Salt, Captain Rudland, and 

myserva1}t. Shortly afterwards, 1 was presented with a rich peUisse 

of sable, worth here about two thousand piastres. I immediately 

put my right arm into it, and again sat down. He made ~ great 
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tnany professions of regard, and apologies for any neglect that might 

have taken place. On asking if he had any commands for England, 

he requested me to procure him a good pair of pistols, which I, of 

course, promised. He pointed out his two sons to me, who were 

stanrling on my 'right hand. On my taking leave, he ro e up and 

spoke to me-a most pointed compliment, and contrary to his re­

ligion, as well as his dignity. On quitting the room, I put my left 

hand into the 'pellice, and rode home in it. 

March 7.- We hired a boat which had been takep. by the Pacha 

to carry up the troops, but which, at our request, he immediately 

discharged. I sent his Highness a diamond ring, more than equa.l 

in value to his presents. He requested me, through the interpreter, 

to procure him a gun, as well as a pair of pistols, and promised that 

he would not be behind hand in making a suitable teturn. 

March 8.-1 received a message from the widow of the celebrated 

Murad Bey, who had been the favourite sla e of Ali Bey, saying, 

that she was very sorry she had not seen me; that she could not 

come out, from fear the people should cut offher head; that she there-

fore hoped I would write, and send to per a short account of my 

travels. I own that I had not the inclination, eveni I had had the 

time, to comply with so reasonable a request. 

March 9.-1 called, in the morning, on the Archbishop. of Mount 

Sinai, to take my leave of him, and to request that, on his arrival 

at his monastery, he would e amine the manuscripts, and let me 

hear from if there were. any tbing that was valuable; which • 

he promised to do. He certainly had not weaned himself from the 
• 

vanities of thiS world, for he shewed us, with evident complacency, . 
his mitre, and a brilliant cross, which had been given him by the 

VOL. III. S E 



S94 CAl RO. 
, 

Emperor Alexander. The poverty of his convent, I suspected to be 

an excuse for the delay at Cairo, while the real cause was a lurking 

hope, that he might be able to obtain some preferment in Europe, 

and thereby avoid a perpetual seclusion on Mount Sinai. We deter­

mined to quit Cairo on the morrow, and therefore sent (Jur baggage 

to BOHlac, and hired a small boat for the cook and provisions. 

The rank which the Pacha had been pleased to bestow upon me, 

of General, and the consequence which he annexed to my arrival, 

were so far fortunate as they enabled me to see the pyramids, and 

every thing that was interesting in Cairo, but tbe expense which it 

brought on me was very great. The journey to the pyramids cost 

me above four hundred dollars, and the visits to the Pacha three 

hundred more, in presents to his servants. The Bedowee Arabs 

brought in many Egyptian antiquities, which I purchased under the 

guidanoe of my friend Signor Filippo, before whose arrival ( had, 

as is usual, been most completely imposed on. My stay had been 

rendered very comfortable by the unremitting attentions of Mr. 

Macardle, a coulltryman by extraction, though born in Italy, and 

hose k>ng rdlidence in Egypt enabled him to'be particularly useful 

to a stranger. r worthy friend Mr. Macgie, who had attended me 

with the utmost anxiety during repeated indispositions, was now 

obliged to return to tbe ship. Chedid undertook to provide him 

with a Tackterouane, and to protect him to Suez, with the different 

articles which he had purchased for the officers and crew of the 
Panther. 
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MARCH lo.-ABoUT ten we mounted the Pacha's horses for the 

last time. Mr. Macardle and Mr. Aziz attended us. We passed by 
the Osbeckia, a large square covered with grain, but which the 

French had planted, and laid out in a very beautiful style. Every 

tree was however cut down by the Turles as soon as they were gone. 

Here was the palace of Elfi Bey, the best in the town, and where 

Bonaparte lived: it was set on fire by the Arnauts when they bom­

barded Mohammed Pacha, who had fortified it, and the outer wall 

alone remains. BouhlC is completely in ruins. It joined Cairo in its 

revolt against the French, though an open town, and was .taken by 

storm in about a quarter of an hour. It ll'as given up for three 

days to the plunder of the troops, who set it on fire in several 

places. Mr. Rosetti had here an excellent hous~ and garden; the 

latter was destroyed by the French, the 10rmer by the Turks. He 

has now a small house pleasantly situated on the river, with excel. 

lent warehouses. We here took Ollr farewell breakfast, and about 

two embarked, taking Mr~ Thomaso with us to secure supplies. 

The wind was tolerably fair, but our Rais, or Captain, had not all 

his people on board, and therefore crossed from side to side At 

length they came, and we set off in earnest. I was in a c . a. the 

boat described by Mr. Bruce, and looked about for his main yard 

two hundred ieet 101lg; ours was but one hundred j though J under-

• 
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stood few vere larger, and tho e only a very little'. I looked also 

in vain for his little stick, with which a single man was to move so 

prodigious a weight as a yard of one hundred feet, with a propor­

tionable ail anne d . Alas! th present rafe ha 10 t this valuable 

discovery, which, not even Mr. Bruce"s elegant drawing and section 

could preserve, and it is now necessary to employ seven oreight men 

to dip the yard , and change it from one ide to the other. Our cabin 

was comfortable, though low, and .ve were furnished with excellent 

p rovision through the care of ' Mr. Thomaso. The Rais went on till 

about two, wh n he topped for day-light to pas a place considered 

as dangerous, in consequence of piles driv.eo into the river to lurn a 

part of the stream into the Damlf~tta branch, which was nearly d y. 

This work succeed d, but occasioned the loss of several v~s els • 

. Mar h ll l-The ri er winds so considt!rably, that every half 

hour the 'wind must be adv rse, let it come from what point it will. 

It ble fresh to vards the ll~ iddl of the day, and drQv~ us against 

a bank, where we were' obliged to track. W reached Menur about 

twelve, out our coo -boat did not make its appearanc.,e till three. 

During our stay here I received a '"Vcry polite message from the 

Kacllecf, aying that he should be hapP¥ to see me, or would pay 

me a visit. I ,vent to him. He was a sen$ible TurJ<:, who made 

vel)' civil speeche. He ished to know if. I wanted any thing. 

He' expressed a regret tltat, as he had ot wanr sh,eep bere, he 1 ad 0' 

cen able to send me only two, but haq. a bullock at my er,vice if 

wished tor it. This I aeclined, and soon took my leave. I foun,d 

the sheep had arrived, wjth a cargo of bread, and some coffee. A 

present was rtquisite in return, I sent him a mus)in embroidered 

shawl, and, in cons~uenoe of a hillt, given to my servant, two 
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bQttles of brandy. He was highly pleased with botht declared the 

latter excellent, and gave my Arab ervant twenty"five piastres. 

My cook-boat had leaked; th Kacheef offered me another; but· as 

the leak was sto ed, I did not like to 10 e time. We were in 

motion about five, and sailed all night with a fair wind. 

March IQ.-The wind continued fair and fresh all day. We 

passed rapidly t~rough a country gener lly in a high state of cu1-

tivatiou, and crowded with village, but which afforded no variety 

of cene. We landed occasionally when the windings of the river 

made the wind adver e, and tracking necessary. VVe entered the 

villag s without the small st fear, and uniformly met with a civil 

reception from the inhabit~nt , who seemed to be wretchedly lodged, 

and to take care to have no visible property. We did not stop to 

view Rahmanie, celebrated by the engagement between th French 

and English, but hastened on to Rosetta, where we arrived at ten, 

and were most hospitably received by Mr. Petrucci, the British 

Vice Consul. 

March 13.-ln the morning Mr, Res tti, ho acts a Con ul 

General for the Emperors of Russia and Germany, paid me a vi it. 

He is now very old, having acted a considerable part in the revolu­

tions which have taken lace from the time of Ali Bey tilJ the 

arrival of the French. His figure is dignified, and his faculties 

still unimpaired. He has se eral monopolie far the government, 

alld still carries on a more extensive trade than any other person. 

After the usual compliments, and my having returned him thanks 

for the invaluable as istallce he had afforded me by sending Mr. 

Tho~aso to uez, and permitting him to acccompany m t6 Rosetta, 

he inquir d of me if I had known Mr. Bruce, which immediately 
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led to a conversation respecting that traveller. He said, that he 

had kllown him well, while on his way to the Red Sea; that he had 

accompanied him in hi canja to Cairo, and had been constantly 

with him during hi re idence there; . that he h therefore begun 

to read his book as soon a he received it, but had never finished 

it, from finding 0 many mis-statements respecting Ali Bey, all the 

adventures with whom were, to his knowledge, roma~ces. "Vou 

may know," said he, " that Bruce never saw Ali Bey, by the descrip­

tion he gives of the diamonds in his turban: everyone will inform 

you, that no Mameluke ever wore any jewels there; it is contrary t(} 

their custom." Rosetti was in Italy when Bruce returned, and saw 

him, as he says, at Venice. He and another gentleman were shewn 

the drawing made in Egypt and Abyssinia; but the latter observed 

that they were in the Italian manner, which so extremely offended 

Bruce, that h refused to exhibit any more. I expressed to him my 

regret that he had not himself given us an account of Ali Bey, and 

the revolution whi h had since taken place, a task which no one . 
was so oompetent to execute. He replied, that he had once begun a 

work of that ort, but that his partner had committed it to the 

flames in a time of tumult, fearful that his enemies might seize it, 

and use it as an instrument to injure him with the Beys. He said he 

was now too old to begin it again; but at my requ~st promised 

that he would mark in Savary, Volney, and the other author who 

had written 'On Egypt, hat wa true, and what was false. 

March 14.-1 had the pleasure in the morning of hearing fro~ 

my friend Captain Court, that the Pachats letter had had a very 

beneficial effect on th Dola of Suez, who expressed the great st 

anxiety to comply with his Highness' orders; in consequence of 

• 
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which they received a daily supply of water, but the quality was 

so indifferenf, that the scurvy began to appear among the sepoys ; 

and he feat- d, if the vessel were detained much longer for Major 

Missett's di patches, that many would suffer everely. I hoped that the 

supply of forty sbeep and three bullocks , which I learned froIll Mr. 

MacardJe had actually been sent off by Chedid, would counteract the 

ill efl'ects of the brackis~ water. After baving been so fortunate as 

not to lose a sihgle man, during a conti~uance of thirteen month ill 

the Red Sea, out of nearly ninety persons, it would ha e been painful 

to see them perish, when about to return to the comforts of India. 

March 16.-Mr. Petrucci ye (erday gave an entertainm.ent to Mr. 

Rosetti, and tbe Vice Consul of the Seven Isles: we this day. dined 

with Mr. Ro etti. In tbe mqrning, a notorious Albanian chief paid 

me a visit, attended by a banditti of his countrymen. This man 

was six. ~eet high, and ~miversally admitted to Be the greatest liar, 

plunderer, and murderer, amc,,>ng the Albanians. 

March 22~-On the 20th all our baggage was embarked on board 

a jerm, to sail for Alexandria, but we had scarcely quitted tbe 

shore when 'the wind came round to the westward, and blew so heavy 

a gale, that it was impossible to pa.ss the Bogaz, or shoal at the 

mouth ofthe river; and even if that could have been done, no j erm 

would have ventured out with a foul wind, for there is no place in 

which shelter could be found betweell it and Alexandria. We yes­

terday went down to the mouth i.1 Mr. Petr~cci 's boat, and found a 

.very heavy surf beating on the shore, and shoals, though the wind 

ha~ modeIated. The fi&hennen were a~tively employed' in the shal,. 

low water, and caught, while we were there, a great number of very 

fine mullet. The Mediterranean afforded me 110 interesting marine 
VOL. Ill . 3 r 
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productions on my first yjgit, and the arid sand of the sea shore was 

equally unproductive of vegetable curiosities. 

March 23.-The swell having gone dowo, in consequence of the 

wind's coming round to the south, we sail d from Rosetta at half 

aft r five in the morhing, accompanied by an intelligent young Ita­

lian, of the name of Cravaz~a, in th employme~t of Mr. Petrucci. An 

officer is constantly appointed to attend at the roo th of the river, 

to point out (he course ~o the vessels 'pas jng. He is called the Cap. 

tain of the Bogaz, and was at his station, anchored in the shaHowest 

part, Ito pay his compliments, and ask for a prescnt, w,hich was given 

to him. 

The wind wa~ very fresh, I;>ut so far favoural?le 'that we couJd lay 

our course. After passing Aboukir it became more louI, but by a 

single tack we were enabled to reach the neW harbour of Alexan­

dria. As SdOll as e Bdd h flag was ~een from the 'shore, the Major 

dispatched his interpreter, Mr. Frant;0is, to receive me. I and my 

party desee· ded into the boat, and immediately the fort of Pharos 

began a salute of eleven guns, a compliment which is only paid to 

P~lOhas of three tails. On the bead) I was met by Major Mi sett, and 

the other members of the miss~on. 'The Consuls of the different Eu­

ropean powers, nOl at war with Great Britain;sent theirrlragomaos 

to attend me, and the Governor sent forty of his ChaQus. l;pro­

ceeded to the house of Mr . .Briggs, the British Consu], where I found 

myself most excellently lodged. 

Tbe reception I met with in Egypt was most uncommonly flat-. 

tering, and [felt the mote pleased with it, a I fouod that it ex­

tremely'mortified the French Agents. Mr. Drovetti, their Consul, 

could not contain 'his vexation. He exclaimed, " how very ridicu-
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• , lous to make such an uproar about a private individual !H but he 

well knew that, although in fact his observation were just, yet that 

I was on ·this occasion a public page~nt, a no one believed that I 

had come without political motive ; an idea which Major Missett 

encQuraged, to counteract the intrigue of the French, who e 

agents had for some time unblusllingly asserted, that. England con­

~idered Egypt as of no consequence, and did not wish to keep up 

any connection with it. I received a message from the Governor 

of Alexandria, stating, that he was rejoiced to hear of my safe ar­

rival, and that he would have paid his compliments to me in person, 

if he had not been particularly engaged. This was a Turkish com­

pliment, a~d a very high one to a Christian, although untrue, for 

he was, in fact, ped ctly at leisure; but he justly considered him­

self as entitled to the first visit. 

March 24.-The different Consuls paid me a visit, and were 

received with due civility. A very respectable native, who acted 

as Surbajc, or chief magistrate of Alexandria, during the time the 

English were there, was also introduced to me. ' He had quitted 

Egypt with them, and retired to Malta, where he was astonished 

and grat~fied by a reception as friendly as if his assistance had still 

been requir d. -He received from them a pension of ten shillings 

per day, on which he lived very comfortably, having a few villages 

or his own. He openly professed his attachment to the Eng1ish, and . . 
refused to hold his former office under the Turks. He was never-

theless on very good terms with the present Governor, and highly 

respe~ted by the Arabs, ' and inhabitants of the to vn. in the morn­

iug I visited the Governor, who had drawn out a con iderable 

detachment of the Turkish soldiers, disciplined after the European 
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manner, who presented arm ' in a v r good ty Ie; be himself, 

the head of hi ' hou ehold, rec ived me at the outward door, and 

conducl d me to the audience room, wher I partook of the u ual 

refreshm uts, sweatmeats, coffee an sherb t, after which he again 

escorted me to the stre t, when I was aluted by the Turkish fri­

gate in the Old Harbour. Mr. DroveHi, the Fr nch Agent, wrote 

to me in the e eoing, expres ing his regret that political circum­

stances put it out of his power to wait on me. 

March 30.-0n th 25 th I return d the vi its of the Consuls; 01\ 

the 26th the Governor returned my visit, a~d on the 29th accep ed 

an invitation to dine with Major Missett, on condition that we would 

dine with him the day following. He paid us the compliment of 
• 

turning out the guard, and me ting us himself at the door. He 

show d us the whole of the house, wh~ch is new and elegant, par­

ticularly the hall of audience and the room over it, where we 

dined, which ha a· beautiful view of the Old Harbour. These 

rooms are richly ornamented with arabesque paintings and colour­

ed gla.s, and are of a s'ze well adapted to a sultry climate. The 

whole was built by a former Governor, who comma11ded when the 

French stormed the place, and who was beheaded by them. Emim 

Effendi, the Aga, was a Candiot, and belonged to the navy, baving 

commanded a frigate before his el~vation to the government. He 

had with him an adopted brother, Dervish Effendi, who with the 

Surbaje formed our Mussulmaun society. The dinner wa excellent, 

particularly the pastry and confectionary. The whole was served 

in the European style, and the wine was fr ely drank by the whole 

party. Arab music wa played during the dinner, and afterwar ~ 

the Aga and his orother amused ~ greatly by singing several 


