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Swedish engineer in the work, who has certainly done it well ; but
it is to be regretted that, instcad of reconstructing a solid mound by
sinking caissoons filled with stones, he had not carried the canal
across the breach on arches, leaving a free passage underneath

for the sea. By ihese mcéns* the strength of Alexandria would

have been greatly increased as a mlhtary position, and its salubrity
would have been promoted, by the passing of the hot winds over a
large expanse of water. As it is, the lake is gradually drymg up,
and will soon become a salt marsh. ’ R
A boat was here waiting for us, in which we cmbarked and thh
a fair breeze passed across the lake of Aboukir i in two hours, to the
narrow. channel which opens into the sea; though there was httlc
swell, yet the water was sowshallow that we struck in getting over
the bar, and our men were obliged to get out and push us on. The
same pleasant breeze carried us through the Bay of Aboukir in an
hour and a half, to the Lake of Edco, which we had no difficulty in

entering, as the passage is wide and sufficiently deep when the swell

is not great. A little before three we reached Edco, where we were
cordially received by the Schech, who is much attached to the
English, and to the Beys.  He.is a powerful Arab, and his town is
of importance, from commanding the narrow passage along'Whicﬁ
the only road goes from Rosetta to Alexandria. It is his duty to
allow no bﬁe to pass without‘-permission from government ; yet
he was then suffering for bavmg done so. A party of Osmanlis was
. going by at night, of whose approach he had no notice from goyern-
ment, and consequeml) fired on it. Mohammed Ali made the
Governor of Rosetta send for hun, pmmts,;ng that he should be per-
mitted to return, but When there, he was dctaqu m puson Several
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dny ti)ing On going away, he sent to say, he would make him’ :
repent it. We hired asses ourselves for the whole way to Dnrmetta
at twenty piastres each.

April 22.—We sent on our servants and baggage in the morn-

- ing for Berimbal. In the evening we went up the Nile, in Mr.

Petrucci's canja, to the same place. We landed at Mr. Rosetti’s
country- house, to whom we paid our compliments, and then ad-
journed to our tents, where we learned that the Schech of the vil-
lage had sent us bread and milk as a present, and had waited on us
himself, promising to supply us with camels for the morrow.
April 23.—We were up at five; but only two camels were
ready, and we required five. ‘The Schech paid us a visit, and
brought the others. The Commandant, who was a young Mameluke
that left the service of his brethren for that of the Kiahia of Moham-
med Ali, stopped, and sat for some time with us, as he was pro-
ceeding to Rosetta, to bring all the boats to the eastern bank of the
river, that the Mamelukes might not pass over. At eight we set
off, Mr. Rosetti accompaﬁyiqg~' us to the marsh by the Lake Bourlos,
which we reached in half an hour. At the time of the rising of
the Nile, the lake reaches this spot, but we were an hour in passing |
the place where the water then was; our course was east, a little b
north. We here found several fishing boats, but to our great astos . 2o 00
nishment none had been hu ed For us, nor did we owe their being
there to any thing but chanct a neghgence in Mr. Petrucci which
. might have obhgedus-‘v e'hmed ﬁmr to carry us and

able whe_n we left.‘

~was quite calm, The
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end, but at the stern slopmg (o a-level with the water, for the
facility -of drawing in th& nets.  The lake, though salt, is only
three or four feet deep, with . a muddy bouom. The men, as it.was
calm, pushed us along with polen. W had orderéd the Rais to
kw Mguhm"but one boat went away to the south, and; in defiance
ot.m -signals for her to join us, continued her course: till. she
rcax:had the shore, and took in four fellows, for which act of disobe-
dience: we gave the Ralsia,good. flogging. A fine breeze sprung
up, with which we made tolerable way, but at four we were

not a quarter of ‘the:way to Bourlos, and therefore determined to
stop at'alittle island ahead. We reached it at five, and took a
hearty dinner of cold mutton and ppork, and our example was fol-
lowed by‘q&r boatmen, mdeﬁanoe of their religion, I prepared my
couch as a tent; the other gentlcmen procured a small tent about
tmand,skptamdemt‘ SR Prp e Attt A bt

- April 24—=We proceeded at eight, but the brecze bemg very

ﬁuhmﬁmufavmr%m” oblxged totack frequently among the

o gc@;fbbugh hc pleadqd mat there was ﬁm watcn enough close
mxnm.fim.and that we cm,mly go chr 1he bank en the wind
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track. ‘It was dark when we reached the town, which is close to
the Bogaz. The Schech came down to us, and invited us to his house,
where we took coffee, and enquired about our way. We now found,
to our' infinite vexation, that instead of being able to procure every
thing ‘'we might want here, as' Mr. Petracci had represented, (to
whom we had left the arranging of our route), that three camels only
were to be had, and that those were at Boltine, distant two hours
march, where the Schech el Belled, and the Caimakan lived, and
that there we must go for them. Inshort, we found that we had no
business to come to Bourlos at all. Our other boats were not come
up, so we desired the Schech to get us a dinner; he also offered us
his house to sleep in. We sent off letters to Boltine, and determined
to follow by water in the morning. Our tents came about eight.
April 25. —We were up early, and made a breakfast on coffee
with cakes and eggs, sent from the Schech. We took a cordial leave
of the old man, (who boasted he had a firmaun from the mighty
Sultaun Selim himsell’), wishing néver again'to see a place which
has nothing to recommend it, except a sight of the gambols of thou-
sands of porpmses, that seem to take a particular delight in the
rapidity of the current at the entrance, and the shallow, muddy
_waters of the lake. The Frbneh have built a tower on the opposite
bank, which commands the passage. No one is now in it.. The wind *
was N. W., and the qnn‘cnt ‘came in so rapidly, that the lake
\ -iievndently rose Wwé ”h&d Bolune in about-an hour. It was im-

:Jrv

. possible to 0 *cloﬁe 0 t& shore, but by means of camels and mens’
»shouldctl we got there &ry, The Schcch el Belled met us, and made
; hxs comphmems V_W‘ J'Qundthat the th?eelumels wereall that were
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paid me a visit, and invited me to drink coffee at his house, which
is a kind of caravanserai for travellers : this I accepted. He was a
pleasant middle-aged man, who had been in Italy, and over all the
Turkish dominions. He assured us it was impossible to procure any
more camels even in three days; and expressed his astonishment at
our taking so disagreeable a journey, as hence direct to Damietta, a
twenty-one hours march, over a barren desert, where not even
water could be procured. We then enquired if we could make our
way any farther over the lake. He advised us to go to a place on

‘the opposite side ol the lake, within eight hours sail, where we could

procure every thing we wanted,and should have a succession of vil-
lages to the Nile, on which we might embark for Damietta. He said
he had been this way seven or eight times. We thanked him for
his council, and determined to follow it. He expressed his regret at
not having any thing in this place to offer us, for even water they
were obliged to fetch from a distance. Date trees are in abundance,

as, in their season, are melons and water-melons, the best in Egypt;
but at that time none could be procured. We invited him to share
our dmner, whmh he acccpted On returmng to our tent, and tel-
hngtlw Schech ¢l Belled our intentions of going by water, he started
many ob_]ectlons. There would not be water sui‘ﬁcnentytbe Galmakan
had only gone. whcn th ﬂ:lbswas at the hlghgst, md thought all
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for the boats to be hired. We took a walk in the town, which is
tolerably large and populous. The people were all extremely civil.
The more respectable inhabitants came up to make their compli-
ments and shake hands. We found a broken stone with some sin-
gular hieroglyphics. The Caimakan dined with us; he drank wine;
but on the Schech el Belled’s coming in, removed the glass, and
placed water before him in a silver cup.

April 26.—We were up by break of day, but it was some time
before we could hear of the Schech ; at length he appeared, and told
us that he had not been able to find the Rais of the boats: in short, -
nothing had been done respecting our voyage. We asked for our
bread, which he had been ordered to prepare for our breakfast : he
coolly answered by desiring us not to be in a hurry, it would be
ready in time. Irritated at his impertinence, Vincenzo gave him a
hearty" blow or two with his pipe, and sent him away for it. We
now found nothing was to be done without the Caimakan, who
came immediately on our sending for him. After much conversa-
tion between him and the different boat people, he seemed to hesi-
tate with respect to the eligibility of our going by water; the lake
had rather fallen in the night instead of rising, and the opposite
shore in this case was supposed not to have any water for two
mxles from the town. The intermediate space was mud, from three
to four feet decp, over which we could not walk. '

Convmced by their reasonmg. we gavc up our favourite plan.
*'Three camls were ready, but the asses were to be sought for. At
eleven tﬂhoonly" werc found, add we were told there were no more.
Our baggage nﬁmmd J.wenty ; we lhércfofe asked if we could hire

“aboat to carry p f“__ \ ;of our ﬂ'nngs by water. The Caimakan said, yes,
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but it was some time before he could induce the Schech to =f"ind a

Rais, and'when he came, he said he had never been at Damietta—
an impudent lie ! as their chief trade is with that place and Rosetta.
At length he owned he had, but asked fifty dollars for his jerm.
Violently irritated at this, the Caimakan gave the whole party a

‘good flogging, not excepting the Schech, which immediately re-

duced the price to twenty piastres. The business was now settled.
We only kept our tents, a single change of linen, our beds, the can-
tines, and wine sufficient for three days; all the rest of our baggage

- we sent to ‘the ‘boat,runde!‘-f!h'e' care of Mr. Briggs's servant, and

Fowler. ' I gave our friend the Caimakan a gun, in return for two
sheep he had sent us : to the Schech I gave nothing. We set off by
five, after many disputes, to go due north to a village close to the
sea, whence &bey procure: aéll their water, Boltine affording none.
We reached it in two hours and a half. - Our camels did not arrive

till an hour afterwards. I was mounted on a horse of Mr. Airut, the
English Vice Conatdvat Damietta ; the rest were on asses, The vil-
lagﬂ isa smaﬂ*collcctmn of huts formed o£ date leaves., Most of
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‘half after four. At half after seven we stopped on the banks of an
inlet of the sca, which in the time of the rising of the Nile is the vent
of a canal. - This is probably one of the Pseudostoma, mentioned
by Ptblemy, as lying between the Sebennitic and Phatmetic mouths
of the Nile; but as it is the only one of which we could discover a
trace during our journey, it is.impossible to ascertain whether it be
that of Pineptimi, or Diolcos;: but,.acco::diﬁg to D’ Anville, it would
be the latter.. This geographer hasnot laid down the country we were
passing, with his usual accuracy ; there does not: exist.a vestige of
an inland narrow lake running parallel to the sea shore, nor is there
any village, nor any ruins where he places Lashom.

Fearing we might want water, we had sent on an express to Da-
mietta, ordering some to be sent to meet us: we found it waiting
our arrival, {o our great satisfaction, for ours was all gone. Itblew
very fresh in the night from the west.

April 28.—We observed the water had risen considerably,and
were all obliged to pass on the camels. It was six when we mounted.
At half after eight we were met by the Schech of Salanie, the district

opposite Damietta, and soon afterwards saw the town, and quitted

the sea side to make direct for it. Near the Nile we were met by
Signor Giorgio’s brother, Signor Gabriel Airut, the Russian Consul.
Under some trees, on 1hc,banks5.carpets were 'spread, upon which
we partook of coffee and sherbet. The Governor, Achmed Aga, had
sent his boat for me. . As we approached the vessels, they hoisted
their colours, and fired a gun each, On landing, I was saluted with
as many gunsas they had ﬁloupbed¢ I went directly to the house of
the brothers Am)ts, where 1 wd lhc wisits of the Vice Consuls,

; ;md amoug othmof ;he» Fm who bemg alm Swedzsh came in

>
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the latter capacity. I found a letter from Mr. Filippo Agnelii, re--
commending me to apply to a reverend Catholic priest, of the name
of Padre Basilio, for any information I might want rcspecting Da-
mietta. I sent for him, and he came immediately. I found him very
intelligent. We walked with him in the evening to sec the remains
of an ancient obelisk mentioned by Andreossi, as forming the door-
sill of the barracks. It is of granite, but nearly worn away. We next
went to two pedestals, placed near the door of a merchant : the one
had a Latin inscription, which Mr. Salt copied ; it consisted of only

two lines, in capital letters, and was as follows :

LICINIAE LF SECUNDAE

DOMITI CATULLIL

the other had one of Greek, which was partly concealed by a step,
and turned topsy-turvy. We obtained permission from the owner
to have it removed, that it also might be copied. He informed
us that they were not found in Egypt, but brought in a vessel from
- Syria.
On determmmg to visit the Delta, we had written to Mohammed
- Ali Pacha, requesting a firmaun to the Governor of Damietta: one
arrived yesterday, making bim answerable, with his head, for our
safety, directing him to afford us every assistance in his power, and
to shew us every attention. We all went to the Hummaum in the
- alternoon, and were well ¢ nsed from the dust of the Desert. Our
- baggage arszedataonsg 3 ) m omnld hear no news of the boat and
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F rcnc'h, who began to erect on its site a fort which would have been
strong, but which they had not time to finish. It has a lofty briélg
wall, but no ditch nor glacis ; within, three excellent barracks were
finished ; but the ruins of the ancient houses were not removed. |
examined the whole of the place to see.if I could discover any of
the ruins mentioned by Savary, as existing in his time, and which
he conceived to be the remains of the ancient Damietta, which.was
first besieged and taken by the Crusaders, and afterwards by St.
Louis; but without the least success; not a vestige ol a wall was
visible, nor were there any heaps of pottery; nor any - mixtare of
lime and brick with the soil; but where the canals were cut, the
black mud of the Nile alone appeared. The mosque he mentions,
could not be the one left when the Sultaun of Egypt destroyed the
town, as it isof a modern date. Certainly, if Savary have faithfally
translated the quotations he has given from Macrizi and Abulfeda,
there can be no doubt that the ancient Damietta was destroyed, in
order to prevent its being taken by the Christians, and a new town
of the same name was built higher up the river; yet it is difficult to
comprehend what advantage would arise from removing it only a
few miles, to the site of the present town, or indeed for its removal
at all, since the walls and fortifications alone were of importance, and
their complete destruction would have precluﬂed the possibility of
its again becoming an asylum to a vanquished enemy.
The present town is not five miles from the mouth of the river,
~and ] cannot but think it'probable, that the ancient Damietta was
at nearly the same distance; for the Crusaders found a great chain
extended across the river from two towers, which were probably at
some short distance from the sea, and after breahng that, found a

VOL. 11L - 3H ORI
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space beyond sufficient to encamp their whole army, and surround .

themselves with a ditch ahd pallisade, although the Sultaun had
erected a bridge to prevent their approach, and was encamped
between them and Damiétta. 1.¢shé is distant only a mile from the
sea, and ‘it is impossible to sappose that within that distance the
whole of the armies, the bridge and the towers, with the chain,
could have been crowded. Tam therefore inclined to doubt the
fact, as given by the Arabian historians, and the fidelity of Mr.
Savary's translation. '

Below Lesbé thie Governor has established a village, where he
obliges all the fishermen to live, and which seems in a very thriv-
ing state. I here observed a round tower of ancient masonry, which
forms one extremity of ‘a building, that extends to the river, and
{0 Which, 1 think it ‘probable, that the great chain above mentioned
was fastened. 'Eveéry othier building between Damietta and the sea
'has the appearance of being ‘modern.

The Bogaz ‘is not ‘quite so bad here as at Rosetta, Tor it admits
vessels of much larger burthen than the jerms, which take advan-

tage of the fine weather, to énter the river, and anchor close to the

‘town, where there is never less than fourteen feet water. As we re-
‘turned we Were much struck with the picturesque appearance of
the houses, which 1ot only cover the banks of the river, but have
| gencrally stages extended over it, on which vines are planted, and
 seats are disposéd under their shide.

 The Kiaia of the Governor called to pay his ‘master’s compli-
!kmns, and exctise himself for not having been yesterday, by saying
nwé kehad fullen from his horse and hurt mmmf As we knew it

ice of Vinceizo's
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vrother, who was a surgeon,which he as gravely declined. accepted
the excuse, and said I would visit his master on the morrow, We
again walked in the evening to the merchant’s door, where the
pedestal had been removed, and copied the Greek inscription,
which was as follows :

H BOTAH KAI O AHMOZX

AOTKION TIOMIAAION BAABON

NPEZBEYTHN TIBEPIOY

KAATAIOYT KAIZAPOX

ZEBAXTOY I'EPMANIKOYT

TON ITATPQONA THZ ITIOAEOZX.

April 30.—In the morning I visited the Governor. He received
me at the custom~h01;sc, met me near the entrance, and conducted
me to a very next little apartment, which opened into a little
garden, where pinks and roses were in full bloom. He gave me
the seat of honour, and paid the usual compliments. General
Andreossi had mentioned a column in a mosque which has a Greek
inscription on it. I requested permission to enter the mosque and
copy it, which he granted, and ordered one of his people to attend
me. Vincenzo recognised in him an old friend, who had saved his
life at Tripoli, when they were both in the service of Ali Pacha. He
is a brave soldier, but haughty and uninformed. He has been here
three years. Damietta, which formerly was the paradise of Egypt,
where the gardens abounded with groves of oranges, and every fruit,
.where the finest rice was raised in the greatest profusion, is now
totally changed, in consequence of the stream of the Nile havidg
taken to the cgnal of Menouf, instead of passing to Damietta. The
gardens have vanished, the rice fields are sown with wheat, and
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the inhabitants want even fresh water. Achmed Aga has con"

structed a large vessel to supply in some degree this latter defect,
by bringing, myast cisterns, water from above Fareskour, between
which place 'aﬂiMansoura the river has still sufficient force to
repel the waters of the sea, driven up the channel by the strong
northerly winds, which prevail for‘thcgrcater part of the year. It is
singular that Citoyen Girard, in a pape_r‘-l;ééd before the Institute of
Egypt, mentions this as having been then remedied by the Canal of
Menouf being closed by a mound; yet I came down the canal of
’Menouf and the evil is now as great as ever : ‘at Damietta the water
is quite salt. This plan of Achmet Aga shews some intelligence,
as does the construction of the village of fishermen so near the
Bogaz, purposely, as he says, that they may be at hand in case
any vessel should be in distress, or wrecked on the shore. We had
coffee and sherbet. I returned the visits of the Vice Consuls, and then
went, accompaqu by the Chaous Bashi of the Governor, to the
mﬂsque. Mi' Salt ememd alone, after the mats were removed. We

.
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which was supported by four jasper columus, the polisli of which
was as p.eﬂ'ect as on the day they were finished; one alone had' a
small piece broken out of it; a fifth column of the same materials,
and in as good a state, was at the entrance. We returned about
five, having passed the who‘le length of the town, which is about

two miles.
May 1.—Major Missett -havmg informed me he did not wish to

* detain the Panther any longer, I was all day employed in preparing

my dispatches. Our baggage arrived, and to morrow we go to the

Lake Menzalé, whlch*was but little known till the arrival of the_

French in Egypt, when General Andreossi was directed by Bopa-
parté to makt a survey of it. This was published in the first vol.
of the Mémoires sur I'Egypte, with a memorial, giving a very in-

teresting account of the lake itself, the inbabitants of its shores, and

the ruins in its vicinity. ' - %
May 2.—In the morning we sent off the baggage, qnd soon af@r.

wards followed ourselves on horses and mules, to ‘the borders of thc ¥
Lake Menzalé." Signor Gabriello and the Padre acoompanwd us.

We had four vessels waiting for us; two very. good and large tho
other two, small ﬁshmg-boats Wc embarked W the mmb‘ nf

R oy
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80 that it would be impossible to reach Menzalé ;. we therefore de-
termined to proceed directly to the island of Schech Abdallah, on
which are situated: the ruins of the town of Thouna. We arrived
there by five, but found not a vestige of a building. The whole of
the island is covered with bricks almost reduced to powder, mixed
with small bits of glass and mica, There could never have been any
building of great importance here, or very great pains must have
been taken to destroy it. I should rather émspect, from its situation
in the middle of a lake abounding wath several kinds of very
~good fish, that it was an, extensive fishing- town, We encamped for
the night close to the Schech’s tomb, having sent off ‘to Menzalé to
~ announce our arrival, and beg (o see the Schech, ¢
- May 3.—We had determined originally to visit the ruins of the
island of Tennis, but having learnt that there were no remains of
antit';uity except heaps of powdered bricks, as at Thouna, and
knowing from Sgbastnms account that the French had searched
 there, a{he,nh.d done here, without success, we altqred our inten-
-and orderes ﬂun mcs on board to proceed to Matar}eh. In
; French have carved several names, among
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the Lake, which he farmed from the Beys, and being able to protect
himself from the usual oppressions, by the natural strength of his
islands, which could not be approached by an enemy, all the boats
on the lake being his own, and by the friendship of the Arabs, whose
chiefs he constantly bribed with liberal presents. His family were
originally of Menzalé, and were said to have held the sovereignty,
by their prudent management, for five gerierations. Our wish was
to visit the ruins of Tatiis, situated at Sann, on the banks of the Kaliz
el Moez, where, according to the French accounts, several obelisks -
still remained standing. ‘We tonsulted him on the subject. " He in-
formed us, that in the time of the rise of the Nile, it would be very
easy for him to conduet us thither by water; but that at present it
was out of his power, as the vicinity was much infested by thewander-
ing Arabs. He said that one or two might imake their way, by his
sending to one of the tribes, and receiving hostages from them for
the safety of the travellers; but that this would require time, and

: would, after all,be doubtful. The distance was said to be six hours

march on horseback. As by his account, and that of General An-
dreossi, there was but little to be seen; we determined to give up
the pursuit.

The Schech sent nkgx sheep, some rice; ghee, and bread, as a pre-
sent. The town is but small ; the houses chiefly mud, though afew
are brick. The people are nearly mked, but robust, and healthy :
the chi‘ldren are numerous, indeed, more $o than I have seen in any
part of Egypt. The mhabxt.ants of the two islands amount to about
eleven hun red males, bes:des females and children, the whole dis-

trict of Menzalé is said by General Andreossi to contain eight thou-

sand souls. At present there : are‘slx hundred boats employed in the

ki
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fishery, particularly of the mullet, whose roe is cured and ekp(;rted
in great abundance under the name of botargo. In the time of the
Mamelukes there were three times that number. Opposite Matarieh
is another town on an island.of equal size, the Schech el Belled of
which came to pay his compliments. On my mentioning the name
of Hassan Toubar, the old Schech immediately addressed himself
to Signor Gabriello, and said, *“ How does he know an); thing of
Hassan Toubar? where could he héar of him?” He also knew of
Schech Abdallah, and ordered the people to go there; when did
he learn this?” On its being explained to me, I told him the
- English knew well his brother, and all that belonged to him, which
was unintentionally an odd sort of a compliment, as Hassan Toubar
was very much attached to the French. "Thie natives were uni-
formly civil to us; as we walked along .the streets they always
made their salaams. The women were veiled, but‘chaued freely.
1 observed several green turbans. We sent our baggage on board

'in' the evening, "Signdr- Gabriello and Padre Bas#lio went on board °

and sailed in the mghl
May 4.—We were up by three, and at half after four set sail. The

wxpd was fair till tén. We reached the shore by two, where we found
the hmtumd asses waiting for us by the or rk of Signor Gabnello.
- When we reached Datmeﬂ;n we went to the maum.

May 5.—We hired two boats to take us to Mamoura. Achmed
Aga,the govcrmi', wﬁ&’w ﬂpﬂn, his regret | that 3 had not applled
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the govérﬁor had not paid me a visit ; he said, it had been his
inténtion, but that I had never staid long enough at Damietta. He
departed, but returned again, pressing me to take the canja. I did

_not see him, but still declined the canja, which I suspect he attri-
i)uted to my not having been visited ; for soon afterwards the gover-
nor arrived: I met him at the dooi:‘ of the room, and handed him
to a seat. He pressed me $o strong[y to take the canja, that I was
obliged to comply. He offered letters to the Cacheefs of Mansoura
and Semenoud, which I accepted. :

. After an carly dinner we went on board. - I was saluted by nine
plcccs from the shore, and the vessels hoisted their colours, and fired
one gun each. The wind was fresh and favourable; we therefore
made one of the jerms take usin tow. We passed Fareskour too:
early to stop there.* At sunset the wind fell, so that we made
little way ; -we therefore stopped at Berishie, a village from which
the inhabitants had chiefly fled, in consequence of some dispute
with their neighbours of Fareskour. The village has a wall of mud,
and gates to defend it from the wandering Arabs. A quantity of flax
was on the shore, in the middle of which we pxtchéd our tents.

May 6 —We got milk in abundance from the few villagers who
remained, and set sail early. We stopped at Caffre Toura to take
our breakfast, where a S‘E:hech resided, a friend of Messrs. Airuts. He
was a Sheriffe, and a good looking man. The peasantry were work-
ing hard (o raise water for, lhcmnce fields, as the river is here fresh.

T saw some very fine catﬂc “The Schech presented us with bread,
which was all we wantedp H&M@s in mehncholy terms of the

. A place reudered fn.mom by th;‘w :;.’;“iy oﬁi’ St W, md his whole army, but

whi’cli now offers nothmg mtemtmg w; ]‘;‘ﬁ'lnlk! |
1 vo;.. ult : }F, Ao g S 8 I ‘i »;.T




2% BARAMOUN

oppression under which the country laboured ; that scaﬁdély a
week passed without a contribution ; and that at present their means
of payment were totally exhausted. We. got at ‘night to Baramoun,
where the Caxmakan Mobhammed Aga Blefi¢ waited on me. He was
formerly a Mameluke of Osman Bey Hassan, He spoke in a still”
more desponding way ol the situation of the country, and the extor-
tions exercised by the Albanians and the government. He said the
inhabitants had. nothing left ; that all their cattle had been sold ; ”
that those who then worked mgbt and day to raise water, belonged to
Basilio Tacha, to whom the «crops were mortgaged. He seemed com-
pletely heart-broken at being the instrument of these extortions, and
prayed most earnestly that the merciful God would send the English
to restore peace and plenty.

1 was pleased . to find our nation thus wished for, in a part of the
country where they had never been, but where their character
could only have been learned from the other inhabitants of Egypt.
He still begged me to. ~mention any thing I wanted, as, in spite of
their dxstress, .he would ﬁndgb[or me. | declqu every thing except
‘milk and bread, arpqlés ﬁb;g:b I ever made it a rule to pay for, and
watc“hpd very. clqanlyhth@tnq egtoruons were practised in my name,
by our numerous fq[lo%,‘\@mong these was the Chaous Bashi of
tbe Goyernor of Dam;qsm who always wuhf;d 1o be: tahqg what he
He gave this day a good sample of

as in tampﬂ&hmms, and tbe wmd
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&% May 7.—At an early hour we set off, having secured three small
boats, that, in case the river became shallow, we might take our bag-
\\ gage out of the jerms and put it into them. It was well we did so, for
“~about five miles above Baramoun, the river ceased to be navigable
for large vessels, and even the canja passed only'by the men going
into the water and pushing her along. Mansoura is very beautifully
situated on rather a higher bank than usual of the Nile. It has
sevéral gardens in front of the houses, and some large sycamore
trees adjacent. Its numerous mosques give it an extensive appear-
ance. We landed about two, and pitched our tents immediately in
an open garden, close to the river. The Intendant, Malum Yusuff,
a Copt, immediately paid us a visit: from him we learned that the
Cacheef was absent ; we therefore sent the Governor of Damictta’s
letter to his Kiaia. The Chaous had another private one for him,
—  mentioning the very strong orders he had himself received.from
Mohammed Ali, and advising him to pay me every possible atten-
tion. We went to take coffec at the Intendant’s, having ordered one
of the hot baths to be prepared for us. We now learned that Timai
was four hours distant, and had ¢Very hope given us that we should
be well recompensed“’t'hcre for our past disappointments. He gave
me two Egyptian figures in earth. After the bath, we returned to
our tents. : %
A very respectable old man of the name of Hassan Belgahie, who

was formerly Governor of the ‘town, ‘and therefore still preserved
’g‘ the title of Surba_]e, paid us a vmt We found it was his garden in
which we were &hcamped He askcd tnany qucstwns about me;
who 1 was, and what I did here Vmecnzo t.old hl’m that Mohammed |
Ah comxdered me as a very powerful man of England but thatas.




428 M MANSOURA

w

for my business in Egypt, 1t was. a secret thh wh:ch he was unac-
quainted, but that he supposed it was of great consequence. The

old man was very civil, but soon left us to say his prayers. The g

Kiaia of the Cacheef soon afterwards paid us a visit. The Intendant’/
came next, so that we had a full tent. It was now in a moment
settled that every thing should be ready for our departure in the
morning. Vincenzo recognised, in a person®who attended the
Kiaia, an old acquaintance who had been formerly in the service of
Ali Pacha. He'was also Cmmakan of a village close to the ruins of
Timai, and undertook to accompany us, Indeed I found them all

extreﬂtely anxious to obhgc and serve me.
May 8.— Early in the morning we went to'see a piece, of granite,
on which were cut some hieroglyphics, but they were too much worn
$ ;.o be of value. As we went out, we were joined by the Kiaia, who
took us to see a hot bath, where the water had a yellowish tinge,
s but had no pamcular taste. On our way we were shewn the upper
- part of a statue of Isis, whw‘h had been brought from Timai by the
Y‘?{"»#__ 'Frcnch, who had em&arkcti»it on the river, but it had fallen into
the water. The bust wu sulﬁcxemly entire to make it interesting.
We had :t carried to our teﬁt, and determined (o send it by water to
~ Damietta. Mr. Salt drew it for fear of accidents. Our friend the Sur-
i baje sent us a bmkfgst-of»qx. ent cake and bread 1 learned that
’ sent off by the Kiaia to his mastcr w’izh the letters.
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owner of the village. The Schech Foud Abou Koura of Metel
Hamour, accompanied us with about twenty horsemen. We halted
at the first village till our camels past us. They reached another
“Junaccompanied, when the inhabitants thought it a good oppor-
tunity to pluhder, and sallied forth. We just then came in sight,
when our Schech aud his people set off full gallop, and obliged the
rascals to take refuge in the village, all of which have walls to pro-
tect them from the wandering Arabs. Their corn wasall piled on the
outside, in the open air. We reached Timai about six. The village
Schech paid his compliments, and they permitted us to pitch our
tents close to the mosque, and the tomb of Schech Abdallah, from

whom this place takes its name. We sat down, fourteen, to a cold _

dinner, spread on the ground ; the Schech el Arab declined dining
with us, but sent for a bottle of wine. All the Mussulmauns took their’

share of this prohibited liquor. The villages are built on sandy hil- -

locks, though the plain is composed of the mud of the Nile. The
strata of those hillocks which were open for pits were regular and
horizontal ; I conceive therefore that they are natural.

May 9.—Timai is the Thmuis of Ptolemy, and was situated in
the Mendesian Nome, where, according to Herodotus, the god Pan
was worshipped, and out of respect to him goats, particularly mélcs,

* were held in great veneration, and one was more honoured than all

the rest, and his death lamented by the whole Nome. Timai has
been described by no traveller, agd was visited for a short period

j only, by General Vcrmer, to collect the tribute from the Schechs

”-u"

in the vicinity. We arose ea,x,ly in the morming, and visited the

ruins nearest to us, whwh; 3 eﬂ Medmet Tunan, or the Gapital. '
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 chiefly at the top, but on the sides more scantily. The smooth sur-
face reflected so strongly the rays of the sun, and the heat was so
great from the surrounding banks keeping off the afr, that it was
impossible to draw the ornaments with accuracy. The top is not
flat, but elevated to a point in the centre, as we found when we
viewed it [rom a distance. It is hai'dly to be doubted, that a statue
of a 'deity was originally placed in the cavity; I should suppose
of Pan, for the height seems too great for the ram only. The shrine
was placed facing the N. E. in the centre of one side of an irregular:
square, forty-three paces wide by thirty-six; at present marked only
by very high mounds of earth, and some remains of a wall ; it had
apparently a shrine of a similar construction on each side of it. On
a block of Thebaic granite, which had formed a part of ‘one of these,
was a figure of a ram with four horns ; two which were visible were
long and twisted, diverging horizontally from the top of the fore-
head: a third was shorter, a little curved, perfectly smooth, and
lying close to the face ; the fourth was concealed. :

There were no other ruins within this square; but in a second,
at the northern corner, werg several very large blocks of granite, and
the same in a third, The second and third square were both forty-
three feet wide; but the former was seventy eight, and the latter
forty paces long. At a small distance in front of these, and near to
the canal, were three hillocks in a line; on which were probably
some buildings, but at present not a vestige of them remains.

In walking without the squares, we discovered at least twenty

) troughs of gramto, roughly excavated, clneﬂy of an oval form, and

which, from their being uader ﬁve feet Long, could not be intended
for sarcoPhagu »Ne!i a ‘fl‘ag nent of a o slumn could be found about
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the place; but we were shewn a piece of a statue about three feet

wide across the breast, but so damaged, that it was impossible to
conjecture for what it was originally intended.

A Kamsin, or hot wind, set in, and drove us to our tents, but in
the evening we ventured out, and at one extremity of Medinet Timai
discovered the ruins of a temple, the columns of which had been
thrown downand broken; they were of granite, together with their
capitals and bases. A little boy carried us to a spot, where we saw
the lower part of a statue in basalt, of very fine workmanship ; this
I bought from him for a dollar, and hired an ass from the Schech of
the town to carry it to Mansoura. Whoever discovers an antique,
has a right to dispose of it; they say it is God’s property, and he
gives it to whom he pleases.

The Arabs brought me a few antiques, which were generally
of little value, but which I bought for a few paras. The Schech
gave me a little figure in lapis lazuli, of a ram with four heads,
but it had not the long, horizontal horns, The night was cool and
pleasant. :

May 10.—I wished to have dedicated this day to an examination
of the ruins ; but the Schech urged us to continue no l(;nger in the
country, as, from the present disturbed state of Cairo, the Bedowee
were become more bold, and might, possibly, think it worth their
while to collect a large party, and attack us. His arguments were
conclusive, and we dxe:}'cforc'ga\_rc orders for our departure; but
in the mean time took a i'i_de'_'t'o Gussur Timai, whence we were
soon driven by millions of sand flies, which attacked us without
mercy. e £l s 1
I think that tradition has

%

ously appropriated the two Timai's,
y ’ig, il o )




i one has all the appearance of havmg been the r&sxgencz of the

priests and cluef only, and the otben of the common people. The ;

~Arabs have made many researches*among the ruins of both, and
- have, at different umes, found some valuable articles, which they

sold for an msxgmﬁcant uc at Mamoura, wﬁence the’made their
way to Datmetta and Cau’o. }Bm the Europoms were always will-
ing to purchase them. In the wcmuy of t.he presegt Timai, a
deserted vxllage at some dtsbance from the ruins, a ;nt was by acci-
dent broken into, in Wb‘lCh were two hundred ﬁguru of Isis, from
four to nine inches long, of a baked earth, coloured blue, and var-

nished a little on the outside, with hieroglyphics on the Tower part.

One alone was a foot long, which I pufchased for about a shxlhng»

v

On our way back we madca bend to the south, to visit a vallage.

near which are the rcnzams of an ancient temple and town. The’

large blocks of granite that lie prostrate on the gmund are um-_l
formly broken.. I cannot but suspect that the mnquerors of tlus:'

coﬁntry found treasure concealed in some of the stones of the

ancient edifices, and that the expectation of ﬁndmg more, led to the

laborious destructan of these massive temples, whlch seem to havc

been constructed“to bid deﬁance to txme melf. Iobserved a fczw ok

"-,_
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missing, having been taken away by the servant of the Gacheef of
Semenoud. We were obliged to employ others in their stead, who
were so awkwafa, that it was six when we began our march, and
* then we were forced to stop several times before we were out of
town, from the baggage falling off. The *ht was dark, and the
road so bad from the large fissures in the ground, that we deter-
mined to stop at the first village ; but took the precaution of send-
- ing the baggage-camels in advance, that we might not be taken for
a party of plundering Arabs, and be fired upon. We at length
reached a miserable assemblage of mud huts, the backs of which
- were outwards, and formed a kind of wall. The barvest was lying
around, among the heaps of which we pitched our tents.

May15.—Early in the morning the Schech brought us hot bread,
with sweet and sour milk, and humbly requested to know if I in-
sisted on his paying one thousand paras also, which he said my
interpreter had demanded. I assured him that nothing could be
more contrary to my orders than such a demand; that I was
rejoiced he had applied to me, and that I would punish the servant
who made it, by dismissing him from my service ; which I did.
When a great man formerly travelled in Egypt, it was always the
custom of the country for the Schechs to present mouey to his people.
When the British were‘herc, the dragomans of the army attempted
to continue the practice, as they had done to an enormous extent
under the French; but it was instantly checked by severely flogging
them at the head of the corps. My interpreter thought he might be
guilty of a similar imposition, though I positively prohibited it,
but I fear he had previously succeeded in other places. In three
hours we reached the village, where we had orders for the camels
'v,ox..m. : S L
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and asses. As there was mot a tree near it, we went into a room
built over the gateway. Here, as the wind was very fresh, we were
nearly sinothered with dust. The Schech had been wounded by
some Osmanlis for their amusement ; he could not therefore wait on
us, but his brother did ,@pd gave us the camels and asses, with which
- our people immediately set out for Calim. This village had been
attacked a few nights before, by the inhabitants of another, in hopes
of carrying off their sheep and cattle ; but they had been repulsed,
with the loss of two killed and one taken prisoner, who had been
sent to Mahallet-el-Kebeer. Soon after three we were on our way,
and Pby seven reached Calim, and encamped under some trees,
where the air was cool, and pleasanter than in the town. We were
received very civilly by the Schech, a respectable man, whose
father had been a Mameluke, and had married the daughter of the
former Schech. Formerly the town must have been handsome, but
~now it is greatly decayed. Wehad passed a village,which our gundes
~said had been aFrench village. This town, the Schech informed me,
had formerly a fortification, which had been built before the Mussul-
mauns came into the country, but of which there was not now a
vestige.  The country we had passed through is very rich, but a
great part of it lies waste. Wheat formed the chief crop ; many fields
were sown with clover or hemp, and in some places the people were
~ watering the ground for rice. We saw only one field of oats, and a
few plantations of cou,on H cmnbers, water melons, and gourds,
are raised near every vi Hage. The people seemed extremely indus-
tnous, in defiance of th&apwns under whwh they laboured
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Osmanlis at the gates of Cairo, as‘h.e. was riding out, without his
having ever spoken to‘them, merely to shew their skill. He com-
plained of the total ruin that was falling on the country, and asked
me why the English did not come and liberate it? A question
I‘could not answer. He would not give us camels on to Foua,
but changed our asses, which were bad. One of pur camels, after
being loaded, was seized with the cramp, and could not move. We
again applied to the Schech el Belled, who still objected ; we there-
fore gave orders to take one that was employed in the harvest. We
marched three hours to avillage, where we waited for the baggage,
which came up in an hour and a half. We breakfasted on milk and
some bad bread, which were brought us by the Schech, who was a
Sheriffe. At one we were again on our way, as the heat of '-t‘[b;g\slin
was tempered by a fine breeze. We rested f hour under

(i mﬂ

water, and
' seven hours
 that we had
gonsequence of the
, under the shade
of asycamore. I sent to the Commandant to notify my arrival, who

shade of a tree, to give our asses some
reached Foua in the evening, after ha
ii?‘the heat of the day. The count
passed yesterday, but more rice was gro
vicinity of the Nile. We encamped on th

immediately called on me. He was also Schech el Belled, the pro-
prietor of several villages near, and an old friend of Vincenzo's. He
; offered every assistance in procuring a jerm for our baggaoc, and his
own canja for ourselves, whxch were accepted.
May 17.—We went at e:ght to the Hummaum, which was the
-~ worst we had met . ih, , and then waited on the Commandant, who
, took us to his gar' 9 ‘on an island which is xs weﬂ planted, but from
i whmh he said, the solthem had taken evely" thmg He had no
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soldiers he could depend on, being himself an obje;:t of plunde} for
the Albanians, who continually came hither from the army, which was
at no great distance, under Taher Pacha, and was supplied hence with
provisions: and he owned he could not receive us in his house, from
the confusion that reigned. After an excellent meat breakfast, and
coffee, we departed. Some of the party went into the town to view
the ovens in which chickens are hatched, but the heat was so great,
that Mr. Salt and I returned to the tents in the Commandant’s
canja. On the way we saw a jerm just arrived from Cairo. I called
to know who was in her, when Dr. Raffaelli and his son appeared,
and were rejoiced (o see me, as they had [allen into the hands of a
rascally Rais, who had taken on board twenty-eight pilgrims {rom
Mccca, after the Doctor had paid for the whole vessel, and had been
 already delayed six days on the way. I immediately returned to the
’ n er ds, and told the Rais (o attend to make his

defence. Hew Sblame, and was told that, had he not been

a person bel ’ usto m-house, he would have been flogged ;
‘ hel _ liately go down to the place where my
‘boats lay, and sail lllnoming with me. I then returned to the
tents with my friends, and soon afterwards the jerm arrived.
While I was writing my journal, a little daucing girl about nine
years old, with two men to play on the usual instruments, came to
the tent door. The child danced for some time, and several of the
soldiers sat on a bank fa;mgtbe large opening left for air. I con-
versed famlharly wnh thotn through my servants, and, as the wea-

. ’thcr was hot, gave WY ral -‘t;bem oranges. ,Soon alter,. a dxﬂ'er-
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people, and told the men they were heartily welcome to stﬁy. One
soldier, however, who was drunk, became very riotous, and de-
cla‘red that Christians had no business to have a girl in their
tents dancing, and that he would take her out by force. - Many
of his companions opposed him, and strongly took our part, but he
tried, ip defiance of them, to force his way into the tent and draw
his pistols, but was prevented. Two Albanians, in particular, took
up our cause, and at length the fellow, baffled in his object, went in
a rage towards the town. I sent also to the Governor to state our
situation, and request his presence to send off these pedple, and in
the mean time gave a turban to the man who behaved best, to se-
cure him in our interest. He now conjured me to send the child
away, as he said her life would not be safe if the soldiers got her,
as she would be punished for being the cause of the dispute. I sus-
pected that he wanted to give her to his companions in the boat,
and told himso. He assured me I was mistaken; and said,ifI would
let her go, he himsell would be answerable for her safety, as he
would fire at the first man who attempted to follow her. I did as
~ he desired, and she got off into the country without being seen by
any of the boat people.

Soon afterwards, my head Frosh returned from the Governor to
say he would send his people. I saw some soldiers coming, and
thought they had been his, till they were close, when I (oo late
discovered the rascal who had run away. They rushed towards
the tent, and not seeing the child there, seized the Frosh, and said
he must go to the Governor. They began instantly to beat him,
and cut at l'um wnh lhexr nbres, without musmg hxm of any.




~ general ; several took our parts, but we were without arms, and
‘unprepared. We seized our sabres and pistols, but as no person

appeared from the Governor, and we knew not what number of
drunken Albanians might come down against us, we thought it
best to proceed to the®town. A shot was fired after my servant,
who was the last, and another at the Captain's servant, who was in
a soldiers dress: fortunately neither took effect. We found the
Governor seated at his door. He begged us to wait till the people
returned. I told him, that after what had passed, I knew not if
I were in $afety, even near him. He declared to God I was, and
begged me to wait. The fellows now approached with our poor
wounded Frosh, and some shots were fired in the streets. We knew
the Governor’s want of power, and told him we would retire into
his hodsc; where we could not be shot unawares, and could, for
some time, defend ourselves ; which we did. The soldier had the
impudence to deny having fired at any one, and said they took the

~ Arab for one of the people who had offended us, and meant to
~ oblige us by punishing him. This lie it was useless to refute. The
Governor had no power, and we were at the mercy of a drunken
“banditti, any one of whom might with his pistol put an end to any

of us with impunity. The fact was, that the men were enraged
with our poor Frosh from his having been our messenger to the
Governor, where they had been, and had told him that a girl was

‘ ‘:m the Chmtlans tent, and that if he did not mstantly send to take
herout they would do it without him. He told them to take care

e ' peOple of great consequence, and,
ess, but that hr.would senﬂ‘ farlfher.




S0 completely decenved by supposmg thcm 0 be the Govemor\s}fv 3
people. When, in the dispute, Vincenzo told them that we were ‘
friends of Mohammed Ali and Taher Pacha, one of them answered,
w3 despisc the beards of both of them;” literally, *“I am on the
beards, what care I for them? I will be mastcr hcre.

Our first care on reaching the house was to examme the wounds
of our poor servant, which were not dangemus, his turban havmg
protected his head from the blows of their sabres. The Governor
soon joined us, and earnesly requested that we wouid go to a small
house without the town, whither he would follow us as soon as
possible. We immediately complied, and he soon followed us, Me
~ was evidently alarmed, and anxious to get us away, saying that he N
would conduct us himself to our tents by a circuitous rout, wuhou,t:l o
going through the town, and that it would be advisable for‘usvi"‘(ii;
embark in his boat, and proceed to Rosetta in the night. m
thought it our duty to comply with every wish of* hls, in order that,

in the discussion that was likely to follow, nothing might be attri-
buted to our proceedings. On arriving there we found that nothiné
had been stolen. The two soldiers who had joined the Hadje in
the attack on the Frosh, were in the boat with him, which had not
sailed. We however were now prepared. We took our arms and
 little cannon, sent our ba" gage, and that of Mr. Raffaelli, in thejerm,
and went purselves in the canja. We embarked by nmh,b and the
io'a vxlla,ge‘of hts a few unles lower down. ,,

Govemor went wlth u
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now well prepared to resent. We mwed all mght, and at four in
the morning reached Roselta. sl |

May. 18.—As soon as [ amved I commumcated the transactions
at Foua to Mr. Petrucci, and through him to the Governor, whom
I called upon {o'secure the delinquents on the arrival of the boat,
(hat they might be sent to the Pacha to answer for their conduct.
The Governor promised that this should be done, and soon after-
wards sent to say that the chief criminal had quitted the jerm
above the town, but that the other two were well known, and should
abide his Highness's pleasure. ‘The poor Frosh was his own ser-
vant ; 1 had therefore no reason to doubt his wish to punish the
people who had so yantonly injured him.

After having passed through the Delta; after having examined
its whole line of sea coast, and viewed both the great mouths
of the Nile, I confess that I cannot discover a single argument in
favour of the idea, that this fertile district has been formed by the
amud of the r nver. For if, in ancient times, this had actually been
uhthe case, how happens it that, in these days, the same cduse does not
producc the same effect? Yet it is evident that the volume of water
brongﬁt down is as great as ever, by its covering the whole plain
of Egypt and many of the ancient canals being closed, the quantity
discharged into the sea at Rosetta and Damietta is still greater than
fom)erly Instead, however, of the land continuing to extend to the
: northward. and a mound of lﬂick loam bcmg'dcposlted at the
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