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Greek and Turki h love song. The whole passed off with great 

good humour, and it was a late hour bero e we took our leave. 

April J B.-Our friend the Surbaje considered it as a compliment 

. that we hould cline with him, we therefore did so. His house was . 

plain and neat, and hIs table well served, but nol'So splendidly a the 

Governor's. He informed me that he had no family, and only one 

wife, which he said wa the custom of his family. Emim A a and 

Dervish Effendi we,I'e of the party. Mr. Briggs gave ball this day 

. to the European inhabitants of respectability, at which several ery 

pretty Italian girls were present: twelve couple danced English 

and Piedmontese dances, to a band compo ed of everal violins, 

play d on by gentlemen, and a large English harpsichord brought 

out by Elfi. Bey, and which had been pureha ed, from his plun

derers, for t\VO hundred piastres. 

April19.- <;> ve sel had arrived in whieh it wa po sible for us 

to sail, nor could we bear of any that was expected. M jor Mi sett 

therefore bad the oodness to write to Sir Al xander Ball, at Malta, 

rep res nting my situation, and the ineligibility of my running the 

risk of falljng into the hands of the French, with all my paper, 

and sugge tihg that an armed ve sel should be sent for me. A 

however 'it would be full si we ks before we could recei e an 

answ r, I determined to visit Damietta, and the lakes that eparatc 

th Delta [rom the ea hore . Mr. Briggs, CaptailJ Vincenzo Tab rna, 

and hi brother, cco pamed u . In the morning Isent off our baggage 

. and servant, by a jerm to Rosetta, where we w re to make our ar

rang ments for the journey, hy the advice and with the as i tance 

of Messrs. Rosetti and Petrucci, who were in the mean time to ngage 

our Arab attend nls. The Major gay . a p rty at the gardens to 
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the Governor and the Surbaje, who afterwards took a farewell 

dinner with us. 

April QO.-After an early breakfast we departed by the Rosetta 

gate, where we found Emini Aga seated, watchiug for ou arrival 

to take leave, and ish us a good jQur:-ney. He had lent us two 

tents, and had even extended his politeness so far as to offer to send 

a Turkish frigate with me and my party to Damietta. This I 

declined, a I did not consider the coast as a very safe one for 

unskilfhl amen. Guards ar~ t sually placed at the g,ates, but 

they were there that they might turn out and salute me. In short, 

it seemed tlie study of the Governor's, life, to find out how he could 

oblig and compliment me. We passed by tbe Canopic gate,which 

is distinguishable from the hillocks of rubbish on each side. Thence 

the great road still J1emains opell, passing between two lines of 

detached buildings, some ,of which are smalI, and being all broken 

open, shew evidently that they were tombs, the most perfect having 

a cavity within, of the size of a body, lined, like the cells of the 

catacombs, with a very hard red plaister. 

It was nine when we reached a small fort, occupied by the dis

ciplined troops of the garrison of Alexandria, to guard the narrow 

pass 'bet een the lakes of Mareotis and AbouJdr, .from the incur

sions of EIEi Bey and his Arab allie. The English cut away the 

neck of land on which the Alexandrian canal passed, in order to 

deprive the French of fresh water, c31d to re-form the Lake 

Mareotis, which would prevent the towo from receiving any fresh 

supplies from the Ara . The Turks fouud it neoessary to recon .. 

struct the embankment., at be water might again come to the 

town, and the celebi'll pitan Pacha, Has an, employed a 
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Swedish engi.\1eer in the work, who has certainly done it weIJ; but 

it is to be regretted that, instead of reconstructing a soJid mound by 

sinking caissoons filled wi~h stones, he had not carried the canal 

across the breach on arches, leaving a free passage underneath 

for the sea. By these means the strength of Alexandria would 

have' been greatly increased as a military position, and its salubrity 

would have been promoted, by the passing of the hot winds over a 

large expanse of water. As it is, the lake is graduaIJy drying up, 

and w~ll soon become a salt marsh. 

A boat wa here waiting for us, in which we embarked, and with 

a fair breeze passed across the lake of Abouldr in two hours, to the 

narrow c~anncl which opens into the sea j though there was . little 

swell, yet the water was so shallow that we struck in getting over 

the bar, and our men were obliged to get out and push us on. The 

same pleasant breeze carrjed us through the Bay of Aboukir in an 

hour and a half, to the Lake of Edco, which we had no difficulty in 

entering, as the paS!iage is wide and sufficiently deep when the swell 

is not great. A little before three we reached Edco, wh re we were 

cordially received by the Schech, who is much attached to the 

English, and to the B ys. He i a powerful Arab, and his town is 

of imporlance, from commanding the n rrow passage along 'which 

the only road goes from Rosetta to Alexandria. It i hi~ duty to 

allow no one to pass without permis ~ion from gOY rnment; yet 

he was then suffering for aving done so. A party .of Osmanlis was 

going by at night, of whose approach he had no notice from govern

ment, and consequently fired on it. Mohamnled Ali made the 

Governor of Rosetta send for him, promi ing that h should be p r

mitted to return, but when there, he was detained in prison. Several 
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hundred of his people came into the tOWQ, and by force Iibet'ated 

him, on which the beforementioned Albanian chiefwent against him, 

and he was obliged to compromi 'e th business by paying twenty

five purses for h ving done his duty. He received u most kindly, 

presented hi children, and gave us fowls, roast pigeons, and mut

tou. His village is prettily situated on a hill close to the Jake. Mr. 

Petrucci had scnt two horses for us ; we procured L1le r 8t, and some 

as es for the servants, from the'Schech. The first part of the road 

was over moveabI sands, aud very heavy: the date trees were fre

qu ntly covered early to the top; the latter part was much 

harder, e cept do e to Rosetta, where the date trees and -sand began 

again. We reached Mr. Petrucci's before it was dark. 

April 21.-Th morning was occupied in receiving the visit of 

the different gentlemen of the place, and in preparing for our jour

ney. Mr. Petrucci baving dismisse I Paulino his secretary for st~y

ing at Al xandria, at Major Missett's reque t, I invited him to join 

our party I which he was bappy to do. The boat, vilh the rest of 

our baggag arrived afely, after having b etl a,ground on the Bogaz, 

and nearly lost by a sudden squall from th S. E. which brought so 

much sand that th~y could not see the way. It blew kamsim nIl 

day, L t the heat was not nearly qual to the hot winds of India: 

'We could walk out without great inconvenience. ' Mohammed Ali 

had withdrawn all the soldier for Cairo; and not more than twenty 

remained in the town. The Albanian chief went off lo day: lie 

demanded large pre ent from the Europeans. Mr. Rosetti, who 

had some objects of trade to carry, gave him shawls and watches; 

the Vice Consul of the Seven I was bbllied iuto a simijar compli

ance; but Mr. Petrucci slood t, and positively refused to gi ve him 
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Clny thing. On going away, he sent to say, he would make him 

repent it. We hired asses ourselvt: for the whole way to Damietta, 

at twenty piastres eac~. 

April 22.-We sent on our servants and baggage in the morn

ing for Berimbal. In the evening we wellt up the Nile, in Mr. 

Petrncci's cania, to the same place. We landed at Mr. Rosetti's 

country-honse, to whom we paid our compliments, and then ad

journed to our tents, where we learned that the Schech of the vil

lage had sent us bread and milk as a present, and had waited on us 

himself, promi ing to supply us with camels for the morrow. 

April 23.-We wtre up at five; but only two camels were 

ready, and we required five. ·The Schech paid us a visit, and 

brought the others. The Commandant, who was a young MameIuke 

that left the service of his brethren for that of the Kiahia of Moham

med Ali, stopped, and sat for some time with us, as he was pro

ceeding to Rosetta, to bring all the boats to the eastern bank of the 

river, that the Mamelukes might not pass over. At eight w.e set 

off, Mr. Ro eui accompanying us to the marsh by the Lake Bourlos, 

which we reached in half an hour. At the time of the ri ing of 

the Nile, the lake reaches this spot, but we were au hour in passing 

the place where the water then was; our cour e was east, a little 

north. We here found several fishing boats, but to our great asto

nishment none had been hired fot u , nor did we owe their being 

there to any thing but chance; a negligence in Mr. Petrucci which 

. might have obliged us to return. \Ve hired four to carry u and 

OU! ba 'gage to Bourlo , for six Venetians. The wind wa favour

able when we left Bcrimbal, but when we embarked at twelve it 

was quite calm. The boats were built for fishing, decked at each 
VOL. 111. 8 G 
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nd, but at the stern slopin to a level with the water, for the 

faoility of drawing iQ the nets. The lake, thou h salt, is only 

three or four feet deep, with a muddy bottom. Th men, as it ,vas 

calm, pushed us along with pole. We had rdered the Rais to 

keep together, but one boat went away to the south, and, in defiance 

of our ignal for her to join ~ , continued her COUf e till she 

reached the shore, and took in four fello vs, for which act of di obe

dience we gave the Rai a good flogging. A fine bre.eze sprung 

up, vith which we made tolerable way, but at four we were 

110t a quart of the way to Bourlos, and therefore determined to 

stop at a little island ahead. We reached it at five, and took a 

h arty dinuer of cold mutton and -pork, and our example was fol

lowed bY; our boatmen, in defianoe of their religion. I prepar d ,my 

couch a a tent; the oth r gentlemen procured a small tent about 

ten, and slept upder it. 

I ApTil 24.-We pr<>ceeded at eight, but the breeze being very 

fresh nrl unfavourable, we were obliged to tack frequently among the 

islands. Our Rais ished us much to stop at another' i land, where 

there as fresh water, but w positively refused, arId obliged him 

t go on, though, he pleaded that there wa not water; enought clos 

to lBourlos, and that e .could only go over the bank wh~n the wind 

wa fate and strong • . At two we were off the spot he represented: 

it was indeed very shallow, and we were glad to send some of our 

, party into a small fishing boat, to lighten our own, when, th .breeze 

blew very fresb, and we gat safely over. The shoals near BourIos , 

obliged us to go a 'Considerable round, before w could. ~each the 

channel by which the sea cote he lake. The current here, in con

s~uence of the ~ E. wind, a so strong that we were obliged to 
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track. It was dark when we reached the town> which is cio e to 

theBogaz. The Schech came down to us> and invited u tu his house, 

where we tookcoifee, and enquired abouL our way. We now found, 

to our' infinite vexation, that instead of being able to procure every 

thing we miO'ht want here, as Mr. Petrucci had repre ented, (to 

whom we had left the arranging of our route), that three camels only 

were to be had, and that those were at Boltine, distant two hours 

march, wh re the Schech el Belled, and the Caimakan lived, and 

that there we must go for them.. In short, we found that w~ had no 

business to corne to Botlrl~s at ,all. Our other boats w re not come 

up, so we desired the Schech to get u a ditll:'ler; he al 0 offered us 

his house to sleep in. We sent off letters to Boltine, and delermined 

to follow by water in the morning. Our tent came about eight: 

, April 25. -We were up early, and made a breakf. st on coffee 

with cakes and eggs, sent from the Schech. "Ye took a cordial Jeave 

of the old man, (who boasted he had a firmaun from the mighty 

Sultaun Slim hirns If), wishing ne'ver again to see a place which 

has nothing to r.ecommend it, except a sight of the gambol of thou

sands of porpoises, that seem to take a particul r deligHt in the 

rapidity of t1 e cllrr nt at the entrance, and the shallow, muddy 

. waters of the lake. The French have built a tower on the oppo' ite 

bank, which commands the pa sage. 0 one is now in it. The wind 

was N. W. aud the current came in 0 rapidly, that the lake 

evidently rose. We reached Boltine in aboUt au hour. It 'was im

possible to go close to the shore, but by means of camels and mens' 

shoulders we got there dry. The Schech el Belled met us, and made 

h.is compliments. We found that the three camels were all that were 

to be h d, and the number of ass s was uncertain, The Cairn kan 
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paid me a visit, and invited me to drink coffee at his house, which 

i a kind f caravanserai for travellers: this I accepted. He was a 

plea. ant middle-aged man, who had been in Italy', and over all the 

Turkish dominion. He assured us it was impos ible to procure any 

more camels even in three days, and expres ed his astoni hment at 

our taking 0 disagreeable a journey t as hence direct to Damietta, a 

twenty-one hours march, over a barren desert, where not e en 

water could be procured. We then enquired if we could make our 

way any farther over the lake: He advised us to go to a place on 

the opposite ide 0 the lake, within eight hours ail. where we could 

procure every thing we wanted, and should have a succession of vil

Jages to th Nile, on which we might embark for Damietta. He said 

he had been this way seven or eight times. We thanked him for 

his council, and determined to follow it. He expressed his regret at 

not having any thing in this place to offer us, for even water they 

were obliged to fetch from a distance. Date tree are in abundance, 

as, ill their eason, are melons and water .. melons, the best in Egypt; 

but at that tiple none could be procured. We invited him to share 

our dinne~, which he accepted. On returning to our tent, and tel

ling the Sch ch el Belled our intentions of going by water, he started 

many objections. There would not be water sufficient, the Caimakan 

had only gone when the Nile was at th highest, and tl ought all 

other times were as good; the road was infested with thieves, Sec. 

We suspect d be was only inte ested to let us his camels and asses; 

we therefore sent to the Caimakan to request he would pay us a . 

visit at the tent. He came, and soon ,obliged the Schech to acknow-

ledge that the road was safe, and that there would be probably 

water enough, as the lake was rising. Orders were therefore issued 
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for the boats to be hired. We took a walk in the town, which is 

tolerably Jarge and populous. The people were all extremely civil. 

The more respectable inhabitants came up to make their compli

ments and shake hands. We found a broken stone with some sin

gular hieroglyphics. The Caimakan dined with us; he drank wine; 

but on the Schech el Belled's coming in, removed the glass, and 

placed water before him in a silver cup. 

April 26.-We were up by break of day, but. it was some time 

before we could hear of the Schech; at length he appeared, and told 

us that he had not been able to find thc Rais of the boats: in short, 

nothing had been done respecting our voyage. We asked for our 

bread, which he had been ordered to prepare for our breakfast: ~e 

coolly answered by desiring us not to be in a hurry, it would be 

ready in time. Irritated at his impertinence, Vincenzo gave him a 

hearty ' blow or two with hi pipe, and sent him away for it. 'Ve 

now found nothing was to be done without the . Caimakan, who 

came immediately on our sending for him. After much conversa

tion between him and the different boat people, he seemed to hesi

tate with respect to the eligibility of our going by water; the lake 

had rather fallen in the night instead of rising, and the opposite 

sh<?re in this ca e was upposed not to have any water for two 

miles from the town. The intermediate pace was mud, from three 

to four feet deep, over which we could not walk. \ 

COIlvinced by their reasoning, we gave up our favourite plan • 

. Three camels were ready, but the asses were to be sought for. At 

eleven nine only were found, and we were told there were no more. 

Our baggage required twenty; we therefor asked if we could hire 

a boat to carry part of our thiugs by water. The Caimakan said, yes, 
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but -it was orne time before he could induce tbe.Schech to find a 
Raj , and when h came, he said he had never been at Damietta

an impudent lie! as their chief trade is with that place and R9seua. 

At length he owned he had, but asked fifty dollars for his jel'm. 

v.:iol n IY 'i ritated at this, tt1e Caimakan gave the whole party a 

good .flogging, tlot excepting the chech, which immediately re

duced the price to tw nty piastres. The business was now settled. 

W<e only kept our tents, a single change of ]inen, our beds, the can

tines, QDd wine sufficient for three days; all the re~t of our· bag age 

. we sent LO tbe ,boat. nder the care of Mr. Briggs's servant, and 

·Fowler . . {. gave our friend the Caimakfln a gun, in return for two 

sheep he had sent us: to the Schech I gave nothing. We set off by 

fiv , after many disputes, to go due north to a viHage dose to the 

sea;whence t.bey procure all their water, Boltine affording non~. 
We reached it ill two llours and a half. Our camels did not arrive 

till all hour after;Wiards. I was mounted on a horse of Mr. Aimt, the 

English Vice Consul at Damietta; the re t were on asses. The vil

lage is a small collection pf huts formed o£ date leaves. Most of 

the males were gone to the cultivated part of the Delta, to assist in 

carrying in the harvest; for this purpose they had taktm their ca

mels, which was. the cause of our distre ,as Bourlos and BolLine, at 

other seasons, could produce sixty or seventy. 

April 27.-At a little after five we were up, and having pro· 

cured si large jars ofwatel', set off at six. We went on at a brisk 

pace alon the s a shore tiJl nine o'clock,'when we haIted. The · 

camels did not arrive till eleven. The country was a perfect desert 

on OUII riglJt band. We pitched our tent, and waited till the heat 

of the day were over. At three we sent off the tent, anc;lfoIJowed at 
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half after four. At half after seven we stopped un the banks of an 

inlet uf the sea, which in the time of the rising of the Nile is the vent 

of a canal. This is pr,obably one of the Pseudostoma; mentioned 

by P~olemy, as lying between the Sebennitic and"Fhattnetic mouths 

of the Nile; but as it is the on]y one of which "e could discover a 

trace during our journey, it is impossible, to ascertain wheth r it be 

that of Pineptimi, or Diolcos; ; but, aocordincr to D' Anville, it wou,ld 

be the latter • . This geographer has not laid down tbe (;Ollntry we were 

passing, with his usual accuracy; there doe~ not exist a vestige of 

an inland narrow lake runn'ing parallel to the ea shore, nor is there 

any village, nor any ruins 'where he places Lashom. 

Fearing we might want water,we had sent on an express to DaM 

mietta, ordering some to be sent , to meet us: we [omid ' it waiting 

our arrival, to our great satisfaction; for ours was all gone. It blew 

very fresh in the night from the west. 

April 28.-We observed the water had risen considerably,and 

were all obliged to pass on the camels. It was L when we mounted. 

At half aft r eight Ie were met by the Sche~h of Sal an ie, the district 

opposite Damietta, and soon afterwards saw the towp, and qujtt d · 

the sea side to make direct for it. Near the Nile we were met by 

Signor Gior jots brother, Signor Gabriel Airut, the Russian ConsuL 

Under some trees, on the banks, .carpets were spread, upon iVhich 

we p'Irtook of coffee and sherbet. The Gov rnor, Achmed Aga, had 

sent his boat for ,me. As we approached the ves els~ they hoisted 

. their colour, and fired a gun ach. On landing, .I was saluted with 

as many guns as they had mounted. I wenl' directly to the hon e of 

t11e brothers Airuts. where 1 re~ejvt!d the visits of the Vice Con u]s, 

and ,among others of the' French, who being al 0 Swedish, came in 
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the latter capacity. I found a letter from Mr .. Filippo Agnelli, re~ 

commending m to apply to a reverend Catholic priest, of the name 

of Padre Basilio, for any information I might want re pecting Da
mietta. I sent for him, and he came immediately. I fo~nd him very 

intelligent. W walked with him in the evening to sec the remains 

of an ancient obelisk mentioned by Andreossi, as forming the door

sill of the barracks. It is of granite, but nearly worn away. We next 

went to two pedestals, placed near the door of a merchant: the one 

had a Latin inscription, which Mr. Salt copied; it consisted of ollly 

two lines, in capital letters, and was as follows: 

LICINIAE LF SECUNDAE 
DOMITJ CA TULLI. 

the other had one of Greek, which was partly con~ealed by a step, 

and turned topsy-turvy . We obtained permission from the owner 

to have it removed, that it al 0 might be copied. He informed 

us that they wer~ not found in Egypt, but brought in a vessel from 

Syria . . 

On determining to visit the D~lta, we had written to Mohammed 

. AI' Pacha, requesting a firmaun to the Governor of Damietta: one 

arrived yester;day, making bim answerable, with his head, for our 

s:tfel y, directing him to afford us every assistance in hi power, and 

to shew us every attention. We all went to {he Hummaum in the 

afternoon, and were well cleansed from the dust of the Desert. Our 

baggage arrived at one; but we coulu hear no news of the boat and 

servants. 

April 29.-1 applied in the morning to the Governor, for the use 

of his boat to carry me to Lesb~, at the mouth of the Nile, which 

was immediately granted. This village was destroyed by the 
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French, who began to erect on its site a fort which w()uld have been 

strong,' but which they had not time to finish. It has a lofty brick 

waU, but no ditch nor glacis; within, three excellent barracks were 

finished; but the ruins of the ancient houses were not removed. I 

examined the whole of the place to see ,if [ could discover any of 

the ruius mentioned by Savary, as existing in his time, and which 

he conceived to be the remains of the ancient Damietta, which. was 

first besieged and taken by the Crusaders, and afterwards by St. 

Louis; but without the least success; not a vestige of a wall was 

visible, nor were there any heaps of pottery; nor any ' mixture of 

lilDe and brick with the soil; but where the canals were cut, the 

black mud of the Nile alone appeared. The mosque he mentions, 

could not be the:< one left when the Sultaun of Egypt destroyed the 

town, as it isof a modern date. Certainly, if Savary havefaithflllly 

translated the quotations he has given from Macrizi and Abulfeda, 

there can be no doubt that the ancient Damietta was destroyed, in 

order to prevent its being taken by the Chri tians, and a new town 

of the same name was built higher up the river; yet it is difficult to 

comprehend what advantage would ari e from removmg it only a 

few miles, to the site of the present town, or indeed for its removal 

at all, since the walls and fortifications alone were of importance, and 

their complete destruction would have precluded the possibility of ,. 

its again becoming an asylum to a vanquished enemy. 

The present town is not five miles from the mouth of the river, 

, and I cannot but think it probable, that the ancient Damietta wa 

at nearly the same distance; for the Crusaders found a great chain 

extended across the river from two tower, \ hicb were probably at 

some short di tance fr~m the sea, and after b~eaking that, found. 'a 

VOL. Ill. S H 



418 DA II ETT. : 

pace beyond ufficient to encamp their whole army, and surround , 

themselves with a ditch and paJlisade, although the Sli~taun had 

erected a bridge to prevent their approach, and was en~amped 

between them and DamieUa. csbe is distant only a mile from the 

sea, and it is impossible to suppose that within that distance the 

whole df the armies, the bridge and the towers, with the chain, 

could h'a e been crowded. I am therefore inclined to doubt the 

fact, as given by the Arabian historians, and the ~delity of Mr. 

avary 's translation. 

Below Lesbe the Governor has established a village, where he 

obliges all the fishermen to live, and which seems in a very thriv

ing state. I here observed a tound tower of ancient rna onry, which 

font~s one extremity of a building, that excend~ to the river, and 

to which, 1 fhink it probable, that the great chain above mentioned 

was fastened. Every other building between Damietta and the sea 

has the appearance 'of'being modern. 

The Bogaz 1 not quite so bad here as at Rosetta, for it admits 

ves els ~f much larger burthen than the jerms, which take advan

tage of-the fine weather, to enter the river, and anchor close to the 

town, where there is never le~s tllan fourteen feet water. As we re

turned 'we ere uiuch struck with the picturesque appearance of 

the houses, 'which not only 'cover the banks of the fiver, but have 

generally stages extel~ded over it, on which vines are planted, and 

seats are disposed under their shade. 

The Kiaia of the Governor called to pay his master's compli-' 

ttlents, and excuse himself for not having been yesterday, hy saying 

that he h~d fallen from his horse and hurt himself. As we knew it 

WI'S only an excuse, we offi d gravely th assistance ofVincenzo's 

, 
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urother, who was asurgeon,which he as gravely d elined. I accepted 

{he excuse, and said I would visit his master on the morrow~ Wt: 

again walked in the evening to the merchant's door, where the 

pedestal had been removed, ·and copied the Greek inscription, 

which was as follows: 

H BOYAH KAI 0 ~HM01; 

AOYKION IIOIIIAAION BAABON 

IIPE1;BEYTHN TIBEPIOY 

KAAY 6.IOY KAI1;AP01; 

1;EBA1;TOY rEPMANIKOY 

TON IIATPnNA TH1; IIOAE01;. 

April 30.-In the morning I visited the Governor. He received . 
me at the custom-house, met me near the entrance, and conducted 

me to a very next little apartment, which opened into a little 

garden, where pinks and roses were in full bloom. He gave me 

the seat of honour, and paid the usual compliment. General 

Andreossi had mentioned a column in a mosque which has a Greek 

inscription on it. I reque ted permi ion to enter the mosque and 

copy it, which he granted, and ordered one of his people to attend 

me. Vincenzo recognised in him an old friend, who had saved his 

life at Tripoli, when they were both in the service of AliPac.ha. He 

lis a brave soldier, bllt haug\1ty and uuinform d. He has been he~e . 

three years. Damietta, which formerly was the paradise of Egypt, 

where·the garden .a~unded with groves.of Qrange t and every fruit, 

. vhere the finest ric~ was rai ed in the gr-eate t profusion, is now 

Itotally changed, iq consequence,of the stream <>f the He havin 

taken to the c~nal of ~enouf~ in tead of pas ing to Damietta. The 

gardens have vanished, the rice fields are sown with wheat, and 
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the inhabitants want even fresh water. Achmed Aga has con ..... 

structed a Jarge ve sel to supply in some degree this latter defect, 

b bringing, in vast cisterns, water from above Fareskour, between 

which place and Mansoura the river has still ,sufficient force to 

repel the waters of the ea, driven up the channel by the strong 

northerly winds, which prevail for the greater part of the year. It is 

singular that Citoyen Girard, in a paper read before the Institute of 

Egypt, mentions this as having been then remedied by the Canal of 

Menouf being dosed by a mound; yet I came down the canal of 

Menour, and the evil is now as great as ever: at Damietta the water 

is quite salt. This plan of Achmet Aga shews some intelligence; 

as does the construction of the village of fishermen so near the 

Bogaz, purposely, as he says, that they may be at hand iQ case 

any vessel should be in distress, or wrecked on the shore. We had 

coffee and sherbet. I returned the visits of the Vice Consuls, and then 

went, accompanied by the Chaous Bashi of the Governor, to the 

mosque. Mr. Salt entered alone, after the mats were removed. We 

gave two piastres to the attendant, and no objectiollS were started. 

Many went in to pray, and saluted me as they passed; while I ~on

tinued seated on the door sill. One man from Jidda murmured 

something, but be was soon silenced by the people. The inscription 

. is, to me, quite unintelligible j it is certainly not entirely in Greek 

• 1101' any other characters, but seems to be cabalistic. I have gi.ven a 

copy of it in the opposite plate. We next walked to a mosque 

nearly ruined, at Menshie, a suburb nearer to the sea. We found 

t ere an Arab inscription, which places its erection on the J 1 J 7th 

year of the Hejira. There ere several very bea.utiful marble 

colum but much injured. ear it was a marabout, tbe dome of 

,. 
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which was supported by four jasper columns, the polish of which . 
was as p~rfect as on the day they were finished; one alone had- a 

small piece broken out of it; a fifth column of the same materials, 

and in as good a stat~, was at the entrance. W e returned about 

five, having passed the whole length of the town, which is about 

two miles. , 

May I .-Major Missett having informed me he did not wish to 

.' detain the Panther any longer, I was all day empJ()yed in preparing 

my dispatches. Our baggage arrived. and to morrow we go to th~ 
- , 

Lake MenzaJc, which was but little known tiJI the arrival of the 

French in Egypt, when General Andreossi was directed by Bo~a

parte to mak~ a survey of it. This was publish~d in the first vol. 

of the Memoires sur l'Egypte, with a memorial, giving a very in

teresting account of the lake itself, the inhabitan~ of its shores, and 

the ruins in its vicinity. • 

May 2.-ln the morning we sent off the baggage, and soon after , 

, wards fol~owed ourselve on horses and mules, to the borders of the 

Lake Menzale. · Signor Gabriello and the Padre accompanied us. 

We had four vessels waiting for us; two very good and large; tbe 

other two, small fishing-boats. We embarked near the tomb of 

Schech Chaifa, with a very fair and stiff breeze. · In half an hour 

'we fell in with a chain of islands, which are' totally omitted by 

General Andreossi in hi otherwise excellent chart of the lake. 

After two hours sail we passed between two islands, through a chan

nel not above thirty yards wide, on the north bank of which was 

the tomb of Scl eeh Elsehi, which are accurately laid down in the 

General's chart. The wind continued fair, but the men said that it 

had driven the water from this to the eastern extremity of the JaJce, 



MATARIEH. 

~ that it would be impo sible to reach Menzal ' ; we therefore:: de-
, . 

termined to proceed directly to the islapd of Schech Abdallah, on 

which are situated,the ruins of th~ town of Thouna. We arrived 

there by five, but found not a vestige ~f a building. The whole of 

the i land !8. covered with bricks al'rnost reduced to powder, mixed 

with small bits of glass a!ld mica. There could never have been any 

building of great importance here, or very gre'lt pains must have 

been taken to de troy it. I should rather su peet, from its situation 

in the middle' of a lalce abounding with several kinds of very 

good Ii h, that it as at extensive fishing- tQ n. We encamp d for 

the ni ht close to the Schech's tomb, having sent off to Menzale to 

announce our arrival, and beg to see the Schech. 

May S.-We had determined orig,inaUy to visit the ruins of the 

island of Tennis, but h;tving learnt t hat there were no remains of 

antiquity except heaps of powdered bricks, as at Thouna, and 

knowing from Sebastiani's account that the French had searched 

there, as they had done here, without succe s, we altered our inten

tion, and ordered the baggage on board to proceed to Matarieh. In 

the Schech's tomb the French have carv d several names, among 

vhich we observed that of Noue • 

We reached Matarieh by ten, and were received by the Schech 

'Of the Lalce and of Menzale, the son of Hassan Toubar, by name 

Ali. The father died in the time of the French, who, at the re· 

quest of Ali, appoi.nted his uncle Chelabi, Schech. They may be 

considered as qually ScheellS at this moment, and are both here. 

This Hassan T()ubar was, according to General Andreossi, whose 

account is confirmed by Messrs. Airuts, one of the most powerful 

individuals in the country, having a vast profit from the trade of 
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the LaKe, which he farmed from the Beys, and being able to protect 

himself from th~ usua] oppressions, by the natural strength of his 

islands, which could noL be a,proached by an enemy, all the boats 

on the lake being his own, and by the friendship of the Arabs,'Who e 

chiefs he constantly bribed with liberal presents. His family were 

originally of Menzal6, and were said to have held the sovereignty, 

by their pru.ent management;, for five gederations. Our wish wa 

to visit the ruins ofTatli , situated at Sann, on the banks of the Kaliz 

el 'Moez, where, ,according to the French accounts, several obelisks 

sclli remained standing. We consulted him on tne subject. He in

formed us, that in the time of the rise of the Nile, it would be very 

easy for him to conduct us thither by water; but that at present it 

was out of his power, as the vicinity was much infested'by thewander

ing Arabs. He said that one or two might make their way, by hi 

sending to one of the tribes, and receiving hostage from them for 

tl e sali ty of the travellers-; but that this would require time, and 

would, after all, be doubtful. The distance was said to be six hours 

march on horseback. As by his account, and that of General An

dreossi, there was but little to be seen, we determined to give up 

the pursuit. 

The Schech sent mOe ix sheep, some rice, ghee, and bread, as a pre

sent. The town is but small; the houses chiefly mud, though a few 

are brick. The people are Dearly naked, but robust, and he~lthy : 

tl e children are numerous, indeed, more so tban I have seen in any 

part of Egypt. The inhabitants of the two islands amount to about 

lcvell hundred males, besides females and children, the whole dis· 

trict of Menzale is said by General Andreossi to contain eight thou

sand souls. At present there are six hundred boats employed in the 
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fishery, particularly of the mullet, whose roe is cured and, exported 

in great abuudance under the name of botargo. In the time of the 

Mamelukes there wer three times that nUOJber. Oppo ite Matarieh / 

is another town on an island of equal size, the Schech el Belled of 

which came to pay his compliments. On my mentioning the name 

of Hassan Toub~r, the old Schech imrilediately addressed himself 

to Signor Gabriello, and said, " Ho'Y does he know ny thing of 

Hassan Toubar? where could he hear of him?" He also knew of 

Schech Abdallah, and ordered the people to go ther ; when did 

he learn this?" On its being explained to me, I told him the 

English knew well his brother, and all that b longed to hiro, which 

, was unint ntionallyan odd sort of a compliment, as Hassan Toubar 

was very much attached to t.he French. THe natives were uni

formly civil to us; as we walked ~long .the streets they always 

made their salaams. The women were veiled, but ,chatted freely. 

I observ d several green . turbans. We sent our baggage on board 

in the evening. Signor Gabriello and Padre Basillio went on board 

and s iled in the night. . 

May 4.-We were up by three, and at half after four set sail. The 

wi{ld was fair ti~l Hm. Wc_reached the shore by two, where we found 

the horses and asses waitiag for us by the orders of Signor Gabriello. 

When we reached l>amietta we went to the ummaum. 

May 5.-We hired two boa to takc us to Mansoura. Achmed 

Aga, the governor, sent to express 'his regret that I had not applied 

to him for . any thing I wanted, to offer" his canja, and to ,ay that 

he would get me as many more boats as [ wished. , I told his Kiaia I 

id not w,ant his canja, or I should certainly have applied for ~t. 

~iDcenzo gave him a hint, as from himself, that he was surprised 
~ 
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the govel'11or had not pa' d me a visit; he said, it had been his 

intention, but that I had never staid long enough at Damietta. He 

departed, but returned again, pressing me to take the canja. I did 

not see him, but .still declined the canja, which I suspect he attri

buted to my not havjng been visited; for soon afterwards the gover

nor arrived: I met him at the door of the room, and handed him 

to a seat. He pres ed me so strongly to take the canja, that I was 

obliged to comply. He offered Jetters to the Cacheefs of Mansoura 

and Semenoud~ which I accepted. 

After an early dinner we went on board. I was saluted by nine 

pieces from the shore, and the vessels hoisted their colours, and fired 

one gun each. The wind was fre h and favourable; we therefore 

made one of the jerms take us in tow. We passed Fareskour too 

early to stop there. * At sunset the wind fell, so that we made 
# 

little way; we therefore stopped at Berishie, a village from which 

the inhabitants had chiefly Red, in consequence of some dispute 

with their neighbours of Fares~our. The village ha ' a wall of mud, 

and gales to defend it from the wandering Arabs. A quantity of £lax . . 
was on the shore, in the ~iddle of which we pitched our tents. 

May 6.-We got milk in abundance from the few villagers who 

'remained, and set sail early. ,We stopped at Caffre Toura to take 

our breakfast, where a Schech resided, a friend of Messrs. Airuts. H 

was a Sheriife, and a good looking man. The peasantry were work

ing hard to raise water fo~ their rice field , as the river is here fresh . 

.I saw some very fine cattle. The Schech pre Dted us with bread, 

~ which was all we wmted. He spoke iu melancholy terms of the 

• A place rendered famous by the captivity of St. {.(luis, and bis whole army, but 

wbich now offers nothing ioteretting to the traveller. 
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oppresCJlOn under which the country laboured; that scarc~ly a 

week passed without a contribution; an4 that ~t present their means 

of payment were totally exhau ted. We got at night to Baramot,Jn, 

where the Caimakan Mohammed Aga Blefie waited on me. He was 

formerly a M~meluke of Osman Bey Hassan. He spoke in a stilr' 

more desponding way or the situation of the country, and the extor

tions' exercised by the Albanians aqd the government. He said the , . 
inhabjtants had nothing left; that all th ir cattle bad been sold; 

that those who then worked night and <1ay to rat ~ water, belonged to 

Basilio 1'acha, to whom the crops were mortgaged. He eemed com

pI tely heart-broken at being the instrument of the e extortions, and 

prayed most earnestly that the merciful God would send the English 

to re tore peace and plenty. 

I was pleased to find our nation thus wi bed for, in a part of the 

country where they bad never been, but where their character 

could only hav been learned from the other inhabitants of Egypt. 

He still begged me to mention any thing I wanted, as, in spite of 

their distress, he would find it for me. I d clined every ~hing except 

milk and bread, articles which I ever m~de it a rule to pay for, and 

watched very closely that no x.tortio~ were practised in my name, 

by our nUI11(1rou .follow~rs. Among these was t4e Chaous Bashi of 

the Governor ofDamie.tta, who always wished to be· taking what he 

chosft~ and to pay for nothing. I Ie gave this day a good sample of 

Turkish manners. Our boat as in tow of th~ jerms, and the wind 

being very fresh, it w s once or twice dashed against us; the Chaous . 

struck 'the son of the Raia who w~s at the helm, ~i~h a slick, and 

not satisfied,with that, drew his pistol, and was with some difficulty 

prevented from shooting him. 
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May 7.-At an early hour we set off, having secured three small 

boats, that, in case the river became shallow, we might take our bag

gage out of thejerms and put it into them. It was well we did so, for 

bout five miles above Baramoun, the river ceased to be navigable 

for large vessels, and even the canja passed only by the men going 

into the water and pushing her along. Mansoura is very beautifully 

situated on rather a higher bank than usual of the Nile. It has 

sev~ral gardens in front of the houses, and some large sycamore 

trees adjacent: Its numerous mosques give it all extensive appear

ance. We landed about two, and pitched our tents immediately in 

an open garden, close to the river. The Intendant, Malum Yusuff, 

a Copt, imu)ediately paid us a visit: from him we learned that the 

Cacheef wa absent; we therefore sent the Governor of Oamietta's 

letter to his Kiaia. The Chaous had another private one for him, 

mentioning the very strong orders he had himself received .from 

Mohammed Ali, and advising him to pay me every possible atten

tion. We went'to take coffee at the Intendant's, having ordered one 

of the hot baths to be prepared for us. We now learned that THnai 

was four hours distant, and had C~ ery hope given us that we should 

be well recomp'ensed there for our past disappointments. He gave 

me two Egyptian figures in earth. After the bath, we returned to 

our tents. 

A very respectable old man of the Ilame of Hassan Belgahie, who 

was formerly Governor of the town, aRd therefore still preserved 

the title of Surbaje, paid us a visit. "Ve found it was his garden in 

which we were encamped. He asked many questions about me; 

who I was, and what I did here. Vincenzo told him that Mohammed 

Ali considered me as a very powerful man of England; but that as 
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for my business in Egypt, it was a secret with which he was unac

quainted, but that he supposed it was of great consequence. The 

old man wa very civil, but soon left u to say hi prayers: The 

Kiaia of the Cacheef soon afterwards paid u.s a vi ,it. The Intendant 

came next, so tha't we had a full tent. It wa now in a moment 

settled tbat every thing should be ready for our departure in the 

morning. Vincenzo recognised, in a person who attended the 

Kiaia, an old acquaintance who had been formerly in the ser~ice of 

A li Paeha. He' was al 0 Caimakan of a village close to the ruins of 

Timai, and undertook to acco~pany us. Indeed 1 found them all 

extremely anxious to oblig~ and serve me. 

May 8.-Early in the morning we went to-see a piece of granite, 

on which were cut some hieroglyphics, but they were too much worn 

to be of value. As we went out, we wcr~ joined by the Kiaia, who 

took ~s to ee a hot bath, where the water had a yellowish tinge, 

but had no particular taste. On our way we were shewn the upper 

part o( a statue of rsis, which had been brought from Timai by the 

French, who bad embarked it on the river, but it had fallen into 

the water. The bust was sufficiently entire to make it intere ting. 

We had it carried to our tent, and determined to send it by water to 

l)amieLta. Mr. Salt drew it for fear o(accidents. Our friend the Sur

baj.e sent us a breakfast of excelJent cakes and bread. I learned that 

an ex press was sent oll' by the Kiaia to his master ·with the letters. 

It was necessary to hire a Schech of an Arab tribe to accompany 

us to Timai, which was settled by the Intendant. We 'could procure 

only three camels, the rest being employed in cal'lying th wheat. 

We alI pl'ocur d horses, but bridles and saddles were rare. We set off 

about two, accompanied by the Intendant, the ,Caimakan, and the 
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owne~ of the viI1age. The Schech. Foud Abou Koura of Metel 

Hamour, accompanied us with about tw:enty horsemen. We halted 

at the first village till our camels past us. They reached another 

~naccompanied, when the inhabitants thought it a good oppor

tunity to plunder, and sallied forth. VVe just then came in sight, 

when our Scheel and his people set off full gallop, and obliged the 

rascals to take refuge in the v~l1age, all of which have walls to pro

tect them from the wandering Arabs. Their corn was all piled on the 

outside, in the open air. We reached Timai about six. The village 

Schech paid his compliments, and the), permitted us to pitch our 

tents close to the mosque, and the tomb of Schech Abdallah, from 

whom this place takes its name. We sat dmvn, fourteen, to a cold 

dinner, spread 011 the ground; the Schech el Arab 'declined dining 

with us, but sent for a bottle of wine. All the Mussllimaun took their 

~hare of this prohibited liquor. The villages are built on sandy hil- . 

locks, though the plain is composed of the mud of the Nile. The 

strata of those hillocks which were open lor pits were regular and 
I 

horizontal; I conceive therefore that they are natural. 

May 9.-Timai is the Thmuis of Ptolemy, and was situated in 

the Mendesian Nome, where, according to Herodotus, the god Pan 

was wor hipped, and out of respect to him goats, particularly males, 

. were held in great veneration, and OIle was more honoured than' all 

the rest, and his death lamented by the whole Nome., Timai has 

been described by no traveller, and was visited for a short period 

only, by General Vernier, to collect the tribute from the Schechs 

in the vicinity. We arose early in the mOl'lling, and vi ited the 

ruins n arest to us, which are called Medinet Timai, or the Capital. . 

We found a place where the soil had been a little thrown up, and 
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QPpeared of tbe black: colour of the Ibis mummies: on ex'amining, 

tber~ act la11y 3ppeared some vases which co'ntained mummy com

'position and bones. We pro~red 'sev~ral of different sizes; they 
seemed to ba e CO • ed the bOd' of the sacred g&~ts. He ruin ' 
consist chiefly of heaps' of brokel'l bricks and pottery, wi th-here and 

there a broken granit column, but ,the whole in such confusi.on, 

that n~itber the waU of the town not the foundation of a building 

eouid be distinguished. 

After breakfast ~ vi ited GussurTimai, 'or t e Palace ofTimai, 

a it is call d by the Arabs, which is situated on a hill, at the dis .. 

tance of about half a mile from the other. '","'e were here compen

sated ·for all our tfouble.by the discovery of ~ vast shrine of po

lished, red, rhebaic.g~nitet which till continues tanding, and of 

'which the accompanying graving will give the best idea. 

The shrine itself is of a single piece, of the following dimensions: 

}'eet. lhpbc, 

Height 23 4 

Breadth . front J2 8 

Depth, on t.he outside 11 3 

Breadth of tb chamber J 8 S 

Depth oft, ,chamber, . ,9 2 , 

It stands on a pedestal of. same sub lances, five feet high, and 

lhat again OD, t.wo yers, that-amount t .• ~ at three inches; d 
that the. whole d .. fout ft et ven inchea. The po-

lish on ma:ny parts £0 et, bu~ in others has been injured 

by . time, or external i ' down it behind4 

t I~t~e~m 

or r . oglyphics; 
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. chiefly at the top, but on the sides mbre scantily. The smooth sur

face reflected so strongly the ray of the un, and the heat was so 

great from the surrounding banks keeping off the afr, that it was 

impossible to draw thc ornaments with accuracy. T-he top is not 

flat, but elevated to a point in the centre, as we found when we 

vie'."ed it from a distance. It is hardly to be doubted, that a statue 

of a 'deity was originally placed in the cavity; I should suppose 

of Pan, for the height seems too g'reat for the ram only. The shrine 

was placed facing the ,N. E. in the centre of one side of an irregular · 

square, forty-three paces wide by thirty- ix; at present marked only 

by veI.'Y high mounds of earth, and some remains of a wall; it had 

apparently a shrine of a similar construction on each side of it. On 

a block of Thebaic granite, which had formed a part of one of these, 

was a figure of a ram with [our horns; two ,,,,hioh were visible were 

'long and twisted, diverging horizontally from the top -of the fore

head: a third was shorter, a little curved, perfectly smooth, and 

lying close to the face; the fourth was concealed. 

There were no other ruins within this square; but in a econd, 

at the northenJ corner, wer& several very large blocks of granit , and 

the same in a third. , The second and third 'quare were both forty

three feet wide; but the former was seventy eight, and the latter 

forty paces long. At a small distance -in front of these, aQd near to 

the canal, were three hillocks in a line, on which were probably 

some building~f but at present not a vestige of them remains. 

In walking without the ' squares, we discovered at least twenty 

trough of granite, roughly excavated, chiefly of an oval.form, and 

which, from the,if being und r five feet long, could not be intended 

for sarcophagi. Not a fragment of a column could be found about 
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the place; but we were shewn a piece of a statue about thre feet 

wide across the breast, but so damaged, that it was impossible to 

cOl1jecture for what it was originally int nded. 

A Kamsin, or hot wind, set in, and drove us to our tents, but in 

the evening we ventured out, and at one extremity ofMedinet Timai 

discovered the ruins of a temple, the columns of which had been 

thrown down and broken; they were of granite, together with their 

capitals and bases. A little boy carried us to a pot, where we saw 

the lower part of a statue in basalt, of very fine workmanship; this 

I bought from him for a dollar, auu hired an ass from the Schech of 

the town to carry it to Mansoura. Whoever discovers an antique, . . 
has a right to dispose of it; they say it is God' property, and he 

gives it to whom he pleases. 

The Arabs brought me a few antiques, which were generally 

of little value, .but which 1 bought for a few paras. The Schech 

gave me a little figu're in lapis lazuli, of a ram with four heads, 

but it had not the long, horizontal horus. The night was cool and 

pleasant. 

May 10,-1 wished to have dedicated ttt1s. day to an examination 

of the ruins; but the Schech urged us to continue 110 longer in the 

country, as, from the present disturbed state of Cairo, the Bedowee 

w,ere become more bold, and might, possibly, think it worth their 

while to collect a large party, and attack us. His arguments were 

conclu, ive, and we therefore gave orders for our departure; but 

in the mean time took a ride to Gussur 'Timai, whence we were 

soon driven by millions of sand flies, which attacked u without 

mercy. 

1 think that tradition has judiciously appropriated tbe two Timai's, 
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for one has all the appearance of having been the r sidence of the 

priests' and chief only, and the other of the common people. The 

.Arabs have made many 'researches among the ruins of bOlh, and 

have, at different times, found some valuable artiCles, which they 

sold for an. insignificant price at Mansoura, wl\ence they made thei~ 

way to ~amietta and Cairo, where the Europeans were always will-

I ing to purcbase them. In the vicinity of the present Timai, a 

deserted village at some distance from the ruins, a pit was by acci· 

dent broken into, in which were two hundred figures of Isis, from 

four to nine inches long, of a baked earlh, coloured blue, and var. 

nished a little o~ · the outside, with hieroglyphics on the lower part. 

One alone was a foot long, which I putchased for about a shilling . . 
On our way back we made a bend to the south, to visit a village, 

llear which are the remains of an ancient temple and town. The 

large blocks of granite that lie prostrate on the ground are uni. 

formly broken. I cannot but suspect that the conquerors of this 

cOlintry found treasure concealed in some of the stones of the ' 

ancient edifices, and that the expectation of finding more, led to the 

laborious destruction of these massive temples, which seem to have 

been constructed to bid defiance to time itself. I observed a few 

blocks' of a very singular shape, having the external form of a bell, 

'but no cavity within, and bemg five or six feet in diameter at the 

base. They could not have formed a part of any building, nor c;an 

I onceive any use to which they could be put. I tbink Timai is 
ten miles from Mansoura, in a due east direction. 

The Schech would ma'lce no char~e for his men; I therefore gave 

him a dQuble-barrelled gun for himself, and one thousand paras fol' 

his relation, who was next iq. c:ommand. 

SIC 
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We reached Mansoura by two, anti again took up our residence 

in the urbaje's garden. After having indulged ourselves 'at the 

Hummaum, which the 'Kiaia had ordered to be cleared of all other 

visitors for our accommodation, we walked to the canal that runs 

to the east 0 the tow , beyond which, on the' plain, St. Louis nd 

his army were encamped, till driven, by famine and disease, to 

a uempt their retreat to Damietta. Nobody can doubt the courage 

nor religious zeal of St. Louis; but it is Hnpos ible to allow him 

those n ce sary qualifications for a Genera]- prudence and judg-

. mente TIle misfortunes of the first Crusaders ought to have warned 

him not to attempt to penetrate into Egypt during the inundation 

of the Nile, when every cabal became a defensible post. Later 

invaders have wisely chosen to remove the attack to Alexandria, 

. where the natural strength of the position, and the excellent har-
I 

bour, offer every advantage for repressing the attacks of the inha

bitants, and receiving supplies from the sea. 

In the evening we received an express from Major Missett, inform

ing us that a vessel of one thousand tons burthen had arrived from 

Malta, amI meant to return thilher shortly, and suggesting the eligi

bility of my taking my passage in her, as it was doubtful whether 

Sir Alexander Ball might have an armed vesseJ disengageu, to lend 

for me. We therefore determined to hasten ur jonrney, and visit 

such places only in the Delta as lay directly in our way. By the 

paper sent u we heard of 'r John DuckwQrth's victory, and f . 

die capture of the Cape, for hich good news we fired three small 

guns; on which the Kiaia nt to congratulate us, and ordered a 

salute of seven to be fired rom the t.own. 

We took leave of out" y ' friend the adre B 'lio, who re-
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turned to Damielta, having in charge the antiquitj~ I had procured 

during our tour. Messrs. Airuts still accompanied us. We were up 

early, but it was two .hOb~ belPre the asses arrived which we had 

hired for the party, and which were to go with us into the Delta, 

lest we should not be able to procure any there. Our baggage and 

servants went in four boats. We breakfasted at Goraka, on the banks 

of the river, near which are some heaps of rubbish, that seem to 

indicate the site of an ancient town, but no granite was visible 

among them. The Schech waited on us, and was very civil, pro

villing us with all we required, which was bread and milk. He 

amused me much by asking Vincenzo if I were the Su~taun who 

bad landed at Suez, and on whose arrival at Cairo they had fired 

one hundred and sixty pieces of cannon. It was clear that a story 

did not lose more in Egypt by travelling lhan in other countries. 

We here quitted the river to visit the ruins of Bahbeit, or the 
• 

beautiful house, which D' Anville has considered, and I think. with 

justice, as the Isidis Oppidum of Pliny. It is difficult to conjecture, 

how, without the assistance of gunpowder, the vast masses of gra

nite of which the ruins consist, could have been thrown into the , . 
form in which they now meet the eye of the astonished traveller. 

Blocks, ten feet long and five feet broad and wide, are piled 011 

each other, in such a way as frequently to leave openings sur· 

ficiently large for a person to ~ass underneath, and vie the beau· 

tiful sculpture with which one face of each is cbvered. The Arabs 

have removed the sand in the centre, by which means it is apparent 

that there is as much of the buildi g nnderground, as there is above; 

and in several places the mas "ive fOundation still re ains. ith· 

out any very g~eat expense, the gr nd plan might be ascertained, 
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by employing the Arabs to clear away the rubbish; but this can 

never be executed in safety while Egypt is under its present savage 

masters. Three different kinds of ranite' have been used in tliis 

beautiful temple: the first is a very fine grained red, mixed with 

black and a little white; the second is black, and of an. inferior qua

lity; the third is the common Thebaic red, with much white and 

a little black. On each of these the subject is different, and the style 
. I 

of carving dissimilar. 

On the first are representations of the goddess Isis, seated, and a 

perso~ offering gifts to her, With a bor~ler of written hieroglyphics 

about a foot brQad, inclosing each pair of figures in a ~ompartment. 

The head-dress of Isis is ' not exactly the same in any two places, 

nor are the offerings similar, nor made by the same persons. Below 

these, . but separated from them by a line of five pointed stars 

touching each olher, is a range of smaller figures, bearing tables with 

thre legs, on which are placed three vases and other ornaments. I 

could lind no remains of the door way, except the vast block which 

covered it, and whitlt had on it the globe, with the two serpents 

and tbe wings, as usual found in the tempks of Upper Egypt. 

Nothing could be more admirably executed than the basso J'elievo 

of this part of the temple, which probably formed the frout, or the 

,,·jngs; the polish remained perfect on the faces: tbe designs .were 

good, but the figures ere invariably ill urawn. 
On the second,6r Wack granite, which I conjecture to have 

a number of figures, some seated, but 

heir hands e t oded, mong which. 

head, 'having iu b' s band tbe cross, 

gi learned to 
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• 
so many fanciful conjectures. These are of inferior e ccution to the 

first, and imtead of being raised, are sunk into the granite, and have 

only a little relief, but not so much as to bring the figure to the level 

of the surface in which they atc ut. 

The third kintl bas certainly been employed for the body of the 

temple itsdf, the roof is also composed of it, and is covered with the . 

five pointed sLars. The pillars, of which we could ollly discover the 

rcmains of three, are likewise of tbe same material: the capital!i are 

formed of four gigantic heads of .Isis, an$1 the shafts are covered 

with hieroglyphics. The bloch of this granite, except those in

tended for the roof, are smaller than the o'thers, and are only 

. ornamented with hieroglyphics cut into them without any relief. 

Several of these are very singular, but the goose with the globe, 

and the serpent with the cap en his head, are the most fre

quent. At one extrc~ity of the ruin is a great )ion of the same 

granite, but so buried ill the earth that we could not judge of its 

execution. 

Pococke visited these splendid ruins, and speaks of them with a 

just degree of admiration. Savary, as usual, runs into a strain ~f 

panegyric, which is ab urd. The features in the basso relievos are 

certainly beautiful, but the figures are out of all proportion, and 

display a total ignotaucc of anatomy. Since their time the devas

tations of the natives have continued, and many a valuable 

record of the ancient plen<\Pr of the Delta has been destroyed to 

form a millstone, or the sill of a r. The French also removed a 

few, but there are still maining a sullicient quantity to gratify the 

curiosity of traveller. I hope lru t that the day will arrive, 

whco some of &.he moH p dect ill be eyed to a country 
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where they will be free from injury, and their merit b~ justly ap-

preciated. 

As it was impossible for Mr. Salt to fio!sh drawing, during the 

evening, all the remains that wer isible, he and Captain Vincenzo 

staid behind while we proceeded to Semenoud, whe e we were very 

civilly received by the Schech, who came to make the excuses of 

the Cacheef, for his 110t being able to wait upon us, in consequence 

of severe indisposition. 

May 13.---lt wa very sultry in the morning, till the air wa 

cooled by a violent thunder storm. Mr. Briggs and I went, as usual, 

to the Hummaum, which we invariably found refreshed and cooled 

us, and took off the sensation of soreness, which exercise in such a 

climate is apt' to· produce. The inhabitants were extremely civil ; 

the better order complained heavily of the oppressions under which 

they laboured, and , declared that the French did not use them half 

so ill. The poorer people brought me a few trilling antiques to pur

chase, and among others a Sf all brass statue of Isis, as she is repre. . . 
sented at Bahbeit, with large horns, and the moon placed .between 

t~em; composing altogether a head dress, which a mortal would 

he unable to sustain. Captain Vincenzo and Mr. Salt returned to 

dinner, having finished the drawings, and purchased for me a dove

tail of metal, evidenLly intended to fasten two stones together. My 

friend, Mr. Davy, i for me that it is )Jure copper. On account of 

its singularity I have giv a rawing fit, ith the hieroglyphics 

that are still visible. 
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troops in the vicinity of Menou His Highness.seemed to suspect 

that it was the intention of his antagonist to occupy the Delta, and 

attempt to starve Cairo, and therefore wished to guard against it, 

by accumulating stores beforehand. We had an inlimation of Elfi's 

plan before we left Alexandria, in consequence of which I wrote to 

him, amI requested he would send me a passport, By the retu~n of 

I the messenger he sent me a very civil answer; conjuring me, on my 

return to Europe, to make known to my government the wretched 

situation of Egypt. He inclosed the passport, or rather letter, which 

was as follows: 

'.' To all my dear and beloved children the Beys, to my children 

tfie Cacbeefs, to all my Mamelukes, to all my Albanians and Turkish 

soldiers, to all the Schechs of the Arabs, and to all the Arab tribes. 

Health to you all! 1 notify to you, that our beloved and respected 

f~iend Lord Valenzia, a chief of the English court, is going from 

Alexandria to Damietta. I will that none of you offer him any im

pediment, bu~ that you let him pass with all his party, rendering 

to him all the honours which are due to his rank. Remember, he 

is a chIef of the English court, our best and most dear friend, which 

is the reason- of my i,ssuing this order. Whoever disobeys it shall 

receive the merited p nishment. 

" Dated the loth of the month Suffar, in the year of Hejira 1221:' 

From the disposition shewn in this order, to make use of me as 

all evidence to the Arab of Elfi's friendly connectwn with England, . , 
I should have been by no means sorry to have met this Chief, as I 

• 
should have been perfectly sure ofa civil reception, and should have 

enjoyed the novelty of a Mameluke camp. 

May 14.-We were up by day break, but our camels and servants 
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were not ready tQ march till it came so hot, as to render our 

march to MahaJkt--el-Kebeer very unpleasant. In the time of the 

Beys, one of their body resided in th's place, which is the capital 

of the Garbie, or lower division of th Delta. It is a large town, 

containing some good bouses, and is surrounded by exteqsive gar

dens; but lik~ every other place we had visited, is going rapidly 

to decay. MohamlIled Ali gave the district to his eldest son, 

whose deputy, the acting Governor, was formerly a Mameluke. I 

had sent on my interpreter to notify to him my approach, and to 

request he would have camels and asses ready for me to continue 

my journey: at first he seemed to care little about the busill:ess, 

but on being spoken to in stronger terms, became very civil, senr a 

man to point out a pleasant spot in the gardens for our encamp

ment, and immedi~tely on our arrival, came to pay his compli

ments in person. Vincenzo recognised in him an old acquaintance, 

and we were the best of frieqds in a few minutes. . 

. We were greatly disturbed at learning that the camels of this . 

place had all been sent to the army witli grain, and we were there

fore obliged, however unwillingly, to compel the servant' of the 

Cacheefof Semenoud, to drive 011 those belonging tQ his master. 

We purchased six asses, and pI'ocured the rest that wert: necessary. 

The Governor not only sent us bread and sheep, but ordered one of 

his Mamelukes, and a Chaou8, to attend us across the Delta, and 

provide, for us during the journey. 

The heat was great, but we wished to go on to a village at the 

distlnce of three hQUfS Dl reb, where we h~d an order from our 

friend the Governor to procpe the camels we wanted i but when 

every thinS ready. the employed to load our camels were 
• 
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missing, having been taken away by the servant of the 'Cache f of 

Semenoud. We .. were obliged to ef!lploy others in their ste d, who 

were so awkward, that it was, six when we began our march, and 

, then we were forced to stop, several time before we were out of 

town, from the baggage falling off. The . ht was dark, and the 

road so bad from tne large fissures in the round, that we deter

mined to stop at the first village; but took the precaution of send· 

jng the baggage-camels in ad vance, that we might not be taken for 

a party of plundering Arabs" and be fired llPon. We at length 

reached a miserable assemblage of mud huts, the ' backs of which 

. were outwards, and formed a kind of wall. The harvest wa~ lying 

arolltld~ among the heap~ of which we pitcbed our tents. 

May 15. -Early in the morning the Schech brougbt us hot bre~d, 

with sweet and sour milk, and humbly requested to know if I in

sisted on his paying one thousand paras also, which he said my 

interpreter had demanded. I assured him that nothing could be 

more contrary to my orders lhan such a demand; that I was 

rejoiced he had applied to me, and that I would punish the servant 

'who made it, by dismissing him from my service; which 1 did. 

When a great man formerly travelled in Egypt, it was always the 

custom of the country ~ r the Schechs to present money to his people. 

When the British were here, the dragomans of the army attempted 

to continue the practice, as they had done to an enormous extent 

under the French; but it was instantly checked by seyerely flogging 

them at the bead of the corps. My iuterpreter thought he might be 

guilty of a similar imposition, though I positively prohibited it, 

uut I fear he had previously succeeded in other places. In three 

hours we reached the village, where we had orders for the camels 

VOL. III. ' 8L 
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and asse . . As there was not a tree near it, we went into a room 

built over th gateway . Here, as the wind was very fresh, we were 

nearly smothered with dust. The Schech had been wounded by 

some Osmanlis for th ir amusement; he could not therefore wait on 

us, but his brother did, d gave us the camels and asses, with which 

our people immediatel et out Ii r Calim. This village had been 

attacked a few nights before, by the inhabitants of another, in hopes 

of carrying off their sheep and cattle; but they had been repulsed, 

with the loss of two kill d and one taken prisoner, who han been 

sent to Mahallet-el-Kebeer. Soon after three we were on.our way, 

and by seven reached Calim, and encamped under ' some trees, 

where the air wa cool, and pleasanter than in the town. We were 

received very civilly by the Schech, a respectable man, whose 

father had been a Mameluke, and had marri,ed the daughter of the 

former chech. Formerly tl town must have been handsome, but 
, . 

now it is greatly decayed. We had passed a village,which our guide~ 

said had been a French village. This town, the chech informed me, 

had formerly a fortification, which bad been built efore the Mussul

maun came into the country, but of wbich there was not now a 

vestige. The country we had passed througl is very 'rich, but a 

, great part of it lies waste. Wheat formed (he. chief crop; many fields 

were sown ith clover or hemp, and in some places the peopl were 

watering the ground for rice. We saw only one field of oats, and a 

few plantations of cotton; cucumber, water m Ions, and gourds, 

are raised near ever village. The people seemed extremely indus

trious, in defiance of the oppressions under which th y laboured. 

May J6.-We took coffee and cake with the Schech, under the 

gateway of hi house. He told us his brothe~' had been shot by som.e 
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Osmanlis at the gates of Gairo. as ·he. was riding out, without his 

having ever spoken to -them, merely to shew their skill. He com

plained of the total ruin that was falling on the country, and asked 

me why the English did not come and liberate it? A question 

I could. not answer. H would not give us camels on to Foua, 

but changed our asses, which were bad. One of our camels, after 

being loaded, was seized with the cramp, and could not move. We 

again applied to the Schech el Belled, who still objected; we there

fore gave ord rs to take one that was employed in the harvest. We 

marched three hours to a village, w here we waited for the baggage, 

which came up in an hour and a half. We breakfasted on milk and 

some bad bread, which were brought us by the Schech, who was a 

Sheriffe. At one we wer again on our way, as the heat of the sun 

was tempered by a fine breeze. We rested for an hour under the 

shade of a tree, to give our asses some 

reached Foua in the evening, after h 

in the heat of the day. The country 

passed yesterday, but more rice was g 

and water, and 

seven hours 

to that we had 

'CSOllse<1uence of the 

vjcil1ity of the Nile. We encamped on the banks, under the shade 

ofasycamore. I sent to the Commandant to notify my arrivaJ, who 

immediately caqed on me. He was also Schech el Belled, the pro

prietor of several villages near, and an old friend of Vincenzo's. He 

offered every assistance in procuring a jerm for our baggage, and his 

own canja for ourselves, which were accepted. 

May 17.-We went at eight to the Hummaum, which was the 

worst we had met 'h, and then waited on the Commandant, who 

. took us to his gar .~ on an island which is well planted, but from 

wpich, he said, the soldiers had taken every thing. He had no 
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soldiers he could depend on, being himself an object of plunder for 

the Albanians, who continually came hiLh r foom the army, which was 

at no great distance, under Taher Paeha, and wa supplied hence with 

provisions: and he own d he could not receive us in his house, from 

the confusion that rei ned. After an excellent meat breakfa t, and 

coffee, we deparls:d. Some of the party went into the town to view 

the ovens jn which chickens are hatched, but the heal wa so great, 

that Mr. Salt and I returned to the tents in the Commanuant's 

canja. On th way we saw a jerm just arrived from Cairo. I called 

to know who wa ilJ her, when Dr. RaffaeIJi and his son appeared, 

and were rejoiceu lo see me, as th y had fallen into tht! hands of a 

..as ally Rais, who had taken on board twenty-eight pilgrims from 

M cca,.after the Doctor had paid fbr t~e whole vessel, and had been 

already delayed six days on the way. I immediately returued to the 

Commandant ds, and told the Rais to attend to make his 

defence. He blame, and wa told that, had'he not been 

a per on tom·house, he would have been fl gged.; 

tbat as it was, 'ately go down to the place where my 

boats Jay, and sail in the morning wilh me. I then I' turned to the 

tents with my friends, and soon aflerwards the jerm arrived. 

While I was writing my journal, a little dallcing girl about nine 

years old, with two men to play on the usual instruments, came to 

the tent door. The child danced for some time, and several of the 

soldiers sat on a bank facing the large opening left for air. I con

versed familiarly with them through my servants, and, as the wea

ther was hot, gave everal of them oranges. Soon after, a differ .. 

ence arose between my people, and )Some of those who crowded 

round the tent, whom they wished to drive away. I bJamed my 
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people, and told the men they were heartily welcome to stay. Oue 

soldier, however, who was drunk, became very riotous, and de

cl~red that Christian had no business to have a girl in their 

tent danciug, and that he would take hel' out by force. Many 

of his companions opposed him, and stron~t, took our part, but be 

tried, in d fiance of them, to force his way iuto the tent and draw 

hi pistols, but was prevented. Two Albanians, in particular, took 

up our cause, and at length the ~ llow, baffled in his object, went in 

a rage towards the town. I sent also to the Govemor to tate our 

situation, and request his presence to send off these pedple, and in 

the me~n time gave a turban to the man who beh~ved best, to se

cure him in our interest. He now conjured me to send the child 

away, as he said her life would not be safe if the soldiers got her, 

as she would be punished for being the cause of the dispute. I sus· 

pected tbat he wanted to give her to his companions jn the boat, 

aud told him o. He assured me I wa mistaken; and said, if! would 

let her gOt he himself' would be alls~erab)e for her safely, as he 

would fire at the first man who attempted to follow her. I did as 

he desired, and she got off into the country withou~ being seen by 

any of the boat people. 

Soon afterwards, my head Frosh returned from the Governor to 

say he would send his people. I saw some soldiers coming, and 

thought they had been his, till they were clost, when I too late 

di covered the rascal who had lun away. They rushed towards 

the tellt, and not see~ng the child there, seized the Frosh, and said 

he rou t go to the Governor. They began instantly to beat him, 

and cut at him with their sabres, withont accusing him of any 

thing, 01' listening to a word we could say. The confuaion became 
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eneral; veral took out' parts, but we were without. arms, and 

unpr pared. VVe seized our sabres and pistols, but as no person 

appeared from the Governor, and we knew not what number of 
, . 

drunken Albanians might come down against us, we thought it 

best to proceed to th town. A shot was fire~ after my servant, 

who was the last, and another at the Captain's ervant, who was in 

a soldiers dre s: fortunately neither took effect. We found the 

Governor seated at his door. He beg.aed us to wait till the people 

returned. I told him, that after what had passed, I knew not if 

r were i 1 aiety, e n n 1'llim. He declared to God I was, and 

beg red me to wait. The fellows now approached with ol;lr poor 

wounded Frosh, and somt: shots were fired in the streets. We knew 

the Governor's want of power, and told him we would retire into 

his house, where we could not be shot unawares, and could, for 

some time, defend ourselves; which we did. 'The soldier had the 

impudence to deny having fired at anyone, and said they took the 

Arab for one of the people who had offended u , and meant to 

obli e us by punishing him. Thi lie it was useless to r fule. The 

Governor had no power, and we were at the mercy of a drunken 

banditti, anyone of whom might ,with his pistol put an end to any 

of us with impunity. The fact was, that tbe men were enraged 

with our poor Frush from his having been Ollr messenger to the 

Governor, where they had been, and had told him that a girl was 

in the Chri tian's tent, . and that if he did not instantiy send to take 

her out, they would do it without him. He told them to take care 

what they were about, as we were people of great consequence, and 

it would be a very serious business, but that he would send for her. 

They however set off instantly. Fortunately the girl was gone, or 
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she would have perished before we had tim ' to arm in her dt:fence, 

which we should certainly have done for our Frosh, had we not becn 

so completely deceived by supposing them to be the Governor's 

people. When, in the dispute, Vipcenzo told them that we were 

friends of Mohan:tmed Ali and Tahel~ Pacha, one of them answ,ered, 

" I despise the beards of both of them;" literally, " I am on the 

beards, what care I for them? I will be master here." 

Our fil:St cate on reaching the house was fO examine the wounds 

l{)f our poor servant, which were not danger~us, his turban having 

protected his head from the blows of their sabres. The Governor 

soon joined us, and earnesly requested that we would go to a small 

house without the town, whither he would follow us as soon as 

possible. We immediately complied, and he soon followed us. He 

. was evidently alarmed, and anxiou.s to get us' away, saying that he 

would conduct us himself to our tents by a circuitous rout, without 

~oing through the town,> and that it would be advisabl'e ~or us to 

embark in his boat, and proceed to Rosetta in the night. We 

thought it o'ur duty to comply with every wish of his, in order that, 

in the discussion that was likely to follow, nothing might be attri

buted to our proceedings. On ,arriving there we found that nothing 

had been stolen. The two soldiers who had joined the I:Jadje ill 

the attack on the Frosh, were in the boat with him, which had not 

sailed. We however were now prepared. We took our arms and 

_ little cannon; sent our baggage, and that of Mr. Raff~el1i, in thejerm, 

and went ourselves in the canja. We embarked by six, and the 

Governor we,nt with us to a village of his a few miles lower down. 

The pilgrim's jerm set off before 'us, but as the wind was contrary, 

we soon passed her, and received no insult, wbich indeed we were . 
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now well prepared t.o resent. We rowed all night, and at four in 

the morning reached Roselta. 

May 18.-As soon as I arriv d, I communicated the transactions 

at Fo.ua to Mr. Petrucci, and through him to the Governor, whom 

I called upon to ccure the delinquents on the arrival of the boat, 

that they might be sent to the Pacha to an wer for thejr conduct. 

The Governor promi ed that this should be done, and soon after

wards sent to say that 'the chief criminal had quitted the jerm 

above the town, but that the other two were well known, and should 

. abide his Highnes' pleasure. The poor Frosh was his own ser· 

vant; I 'had therefore no reason to doubt his wish to punish the 

people who had 0 antonly injured him. 

After having passed through the Della; afttr having examined 

its whole line of Isea coast, al~d viewed both the great mouths 

of the Nile, I confess that I cannot discover a single argument in 

favour of the idea, that this fertile district has been formed by the 

ud f the rive~. For 'if, in ancient times, this had actua]Jy been 

the case, how happens it that, in these days, the same cause does not 

produce the same effect ~ Yet it is evident that the volume of water 

brought down is as great as ever, by its covering the whole plain 

of Egypt; and mallY of the ancient canals being closed, the quantity 

discharged into the sea at Rosetta and Damietta is still greater than 

formerly. Instead, however, of the land continuing to extend to the 

northward, and a mound of black loam being deposited at the 

mouths of the river, the bar, which at all t.imes renders the entrance 

shallow, and which after a gale from' the north becomes so consider

able as to be impassible till the stream has formed a new passage, con-

. sists of an arid sand alone, uncovered by allY more fertile deposition. 

.. 
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It cannot be argued that, in early times, the sea shore may have' 

been sand though higher up, and that it has been cvvered py the 

mud ~f the Nile; for throughout the Delta the same rich soil is dis

covel'abl~ in the deepest pits, without any strata of sand between, 

while the-whole sea coast i now like other flat coasts, unoc9u pied 

by rocks, a sand so mixed with ·marine salt, as scarc'ely to produc 

any vegetation. 

The present sea shore of tbe Delta has, to me, so little the appear

ance of having been formed since the deluge, that I mus"t have 

better authority than Mr. Savary, or the traditions of the Egyptian 

priests, for believing that it was so. The former is a wild romancer, 

whose descriptions I have already been obliged to controvert at 

Damietta, and to whom I can give no additional credi~, when he as

serts, that the narrow strip of land below esb' has been the gift of 

the Nile since the days of St. Louis; an assertion comp1 tely dis

proved, by its being of the same arid sand as the rest of the sea 
• 

coast, and not of the rich soil of theDelta j and it is onfynecessary 

to look at the ma~ of Egyp~ to be convinced, that unIe '5 the Lake 

MenzaI ' had been united to the sea, it is impossible but that the 

land must then have extended as far as it now does, for jt is scarcely 

of a sufficient width to keep their waters asunder. To the traditions 

of the Egyptian priests, I am incline I to give as little credit. They 

were celebrated for their anxiety to exalt their country, by giving 

it a remote antiquity; aud what fable could be better a-dapted for 

the purpose than this? SlO\v and imperceptible as was the increase 

of the land at that time, ho,! man~ ages mllst have confessedly 

passed away, before eighty miles of sea could have been fiIled UJ?I 

by the depositions of, the river! 
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May 19.-The wind was so stropg 'fro~ , the north, as to prevent 

our sailing for Alexandria, but we went down, in the evening, to a 

country house which belonged to Mr. Petrucci, and is opposite Fort 

St. Julien. Gardens in Egyp~ are by no mea,ns beautlfui objects, 

although Savary is in raptures with them. The trees, as in India, 

are necessarily watered by little canals cut to them; the grass is not 

allowed to grow at their root~, and the trees are planted in regular 

rows, and as close togettIer as possible. Mr. Petrucci, has endca ... 

voured to cultivate potatoes, but without success; with artichokes, 

and many other European vegetables, he has been more fortunate. 

I was much pleased to find that the Musa, and several other pla.nts 

from Abyssinia, of which I had sown the s~s, were already above 

th,e ground. Egypt would undoubtedly bring to perfection most o£ 

the Indian fruits, if the se could h~, procured fresh; ~ut the cap

tains of the vessels which come to lJez from Bombay, are not 

likely to bring with them so unprofitable an article. 'I suggested to 

Mr. Petrucci the writing to India on the subject, and having them 

sent to Mocha, whence they might come in his own vessels. I also 
. , I ' ' 

recommended to hlm to procure the . erent grapes of Yemen. 

May ,2o.-The win~ was still :tfier1y,. so that it was five before 

we reached the Bogaz, though we sailed a~ three. The sea was 

sm~th, and towards mid-day the wind lulled. We arrived at Alex

andria in good time, and were met on the beach by Major Missett 

and his suite, with the Chaous of Emim Aga. 



, Observatiou8 00 Alexandria, and tbe Ruins, now remainiog.-The Site of the Palace of 
tbe Ptolemies.-Conjecturei respecting the Serapeum.-Diocle5iao's PilIar.-Stric
tures on ebaatiani'9 Account of his Visit to Egypt.-Ob ervations on the Slate of 
the Country.-Deparlure f~om Alexaodria.-Descriptioo of the Bay of Finica in 
Caramania.-Arrival at Malta.-Quarantine.- Governmeot.-D parture for 
Gibraltar.-Trnosactions there.-VoYllge to Englaod.-Arrival at Spitbead. 



MA.Y BO.-OUR tint business, on our anivaI, was to visit the vessel 

that bad arriv from Malta, which we found to be sufficiently large 

to accommodate our party. aDd stow my baggage, after g re. 

ceived all the articles she could procure at Ale ia , I thererore 

immediately ~greed with the Captain for my passage, and Pl'eparcd 
fur departure. 

On the .2sd, at the request of Emim Aga, I actompanied him in 

his barge on board the Turkish frigate, which he commanded as 

Commodore. His boat~n were very well dressed, and as we rowed 

by hoI' in the Old Harbour, each merchantman hoisted ~er colouR, 

and saluted with three guns. The frigate, on our appearing ~ on 

deck. fired thirteen guns by the order of Emim Aga, . ~o shewed 

us over the whole ship, which was old and ill constructed. 10 much 

,Dd~~. that there wa a difference of six inches in h -height 

bd,w.c_ldecks, on OBe • de and the other. The same ilitary com-


