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CHAPTER IX. 

(If 'he noble cilg Q[ TOllris, in Ira!.', and qf its commercial and olher 
in/lOlIi/olltS. 

TAUlU& is a large city belonging to the province of Irak, which 

contains many other citie~ and fortified places, but this is the most 
eminent and most popu)ous.14·\ The inbabitants support themselves 
principally by commerce and manufactures. which latter consist of 
various kinus of silk. some of them interwoven with gold, and of 
high price. It is so advantageously situated for trade, that merchants 
from IntUa. from Baldaclt. Mosul, Cremessor,lIc as well as from 
different parts of Europe. resort thither to purchase and to sell a 
number of articles. 147 .?recioas stones and pearls in abundance may be 
procured at this pia.. The merchants concerned in foreign 
commerce acquire considerable wealth. but the inhabitants in general 
are poor. They consist of' a mixture of various nations and sects, 
Nestorians, Armenians. Jncobites. Georgians. Persians, and the 
followers of Mahomet, who farm the bulk of the population and are 
those properly called Tuurisians.I;}t) Each description of people have 
theueculiar language. The (.-ity is surrounded with delightful gardens 
prodUcing the finest fruits.m The Miltomccan inhabitants are 
treacherous and unprincipled. According to their doctrine, whatever 
is stolen or plundered fcoOi others of a different faith, is properly taken, 
and the thdl is no crime j whilst those who sufier death or injury by the 
halilds of Chri_ a.'e considered as martyrs. If therefore they 
were not prohibited and restrained by the powers who now govern 
them,I r. :l they would commit many outrages. Thcsl!"principlcs are 
common to all the Saraccns. Whell they are at the point of Jeath 
their priest attends upon them and asks whether they believe that 
Mahomet was the true apostle of God. If their answer be that they 
do believe, their salvatioa is assured to them; and in conscquencc of 
this facility of absolution, whkh gives fi'cc scope to thc perpetration' 
of eYery thinS flagitiOOB, tlwy han succeeded in converting to their 
faith a great proportion of ttre 'l'\trtars, who consider it as relieving 

them 
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BOOK I. them from restnlint in the commission of crime'l,151 From Tauris to 
CHAI', IX. Persia is twelve days journey .I :'~ 

NOTES. 

145. The dtyof Tcuris, by the Pcr:.ialls and other oripl\tals uamerl Tabriz)..,r.1 
is <; ituated in the province of Acler/)(Iijall, which bordt' f'lon that of AI-Jebal or 
the Persian Imk, aud formed with il the ancient kiugdom of Media. That 
'lauris il> no\ the Ecuutann of the Greek writer ... , a~ !>u pposcd by many learned 
geogropht:f!-, Ims been l'iatisfactorily proven hy my the-nd Major ReIHli'll, who 
!>h£'\I's (in the G eographical Systf'nl of H erodotus, p.272) thut thi., honoul' 
brlongs to llamac/ull. It bas beell, 1IOwP\'er, at all pC'liod ... , a place of great 
importullef'. U pOIl the canque'!t OfPcfllia by thl' Moghuls, nboutthe year 1255, it 
becnme the principal residence of Ilufagu and hi ~ Ij<'Scendanh" unlil the founding 
of Sulf(1IIfyah, in thp. b('gioning of' the fourteenth ccutu!'y. Bpti)rc th(' cl"be 01 
that celltur~ it was tukl'll lind &licked b} Tarncdane and during till' reign of the Stji 
family it was !levcral times plundered by tin: OttOIll~ut has always reH'rted to 
th(' Persian government. CllardiL\, who vil>ited it in 1673, give" a magnificent 
account of its numerous C'uravnn!lerais and bazalll, and de<:crihc<' the grC'ot l>fIuare (h 

lmrpll t-biug that of l spa/wn ill .. ize and grandeur, The naul{' of thib city, which in 
the Raslc (,dition n ... W(·I\ us thll.t (If Humu;;io i" r'JUri~, and in the ohler Latin 
TI!allri~, is corrupted to To'i~' ill all the early Italian epitomes, 

146. Crcmcssor, otherwise written Crcmosor, ('ol'mDsa, Crcmot, and ('ormos, j .. 

no olher than the lamou., city. () rll/U: or llormu:, by the ancients called ~ar
mu:a, at thf' f'nlrm1re of the Persian Gulf; of which there will be occasion to 
speak morf' particu1arly hereafter. Baldach, we have already sef'n, is tbe city of 
Baghdad. 

147. " Le hombre d'ctrangf'rs," says Cbardin, " qui fie" .. (a Tauris) en 
" tout tems est Bussi fort grand; it y en a de tOU8 lcs endroiU de l' Asie, et je ne 
" s~y s'i! y a a.,e de marchandiile dont 1'011 ne puisse y trouver magazin. La 
" ville est rcmplie de mCiiers eD coton, en soye, et en or, Les plul:I beaux turbans 
(j de Perse s'y fabriquent. J 'ay ouy tlflsurer aux principaux marchand. de la ville, 
" qu'on y fabrique tous les ans six mille baUes de soye, Le commerce de cetto 
" ville s'ctend dans toute la Perse, et daDS toute 18 Turquie, en Moscovie, en 
" Tartaric, a.x Jndes, et sur la Mer Noire." P.292, fo. 

148. Chardin mentions a particular bdJar (Ie plus beau de tous) fur the sale of 
jewel!! and otber articles of extraordinary value. The pearls both from the 

fi8beries 
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fi:.h('rie9 of Ceylon, allli frl)lI l /J'lhnlll ill tlte C;lIlf of' P(·r .. ia, arpl'ar to 1,;1\'(, 
bern I'fI!lVI') l' d in tl." fir .,t in )l l 111(',' 10 Rl/gll/llll/, whetc thl'Y were poll~llI'u. allti 

hot'cel, "'!HI fll,HI\ thence to the ulilf'r lIIar!v"" of Asia antI Europe, particularly 

COfhlantillOplc, 

I ~!l , Thc ... c Vcr~jnn~, fl~ (\i~tjllgui~hcd from thl' "aholl1('hn ~, must have been 

the ori:!;"ilml inhahitantK of lo'flni'{fl1l, who rehulIl'u tIn' am'wII! rcliginll of Zcrdu",l 
or ZIII"Oa"'''I', the chantclNi..,tic of which wa~ lill' wor~hjp uf lire, and whom (in 
i!1(!ir lIIoderll ..,hltc of (·Klhllra.,lion) w(' term Plink Th('y rOIl<;tltulc at thi '! time 

tile IIIlht we,llth) , a<, w('11 a~ the 1ll0~t ingelllolls class of lIutiv(' inhahitant .. , livlUg 

IIII(kr the Engll\,h protection at Bomha) , 

ISO, 111m not .. ure of having herC' ('orr£'c.lly gi\en tlu' nwaning or namll ~lO\ 

1V0nls, '. et 1e genti che adol',wo M,u'ometto i:- it popolo (\ella cilt,I, de ~i chiama

<. no Tauri~ini ;" or" I\(~, th('r, ill relcl"l'llce to tl1c pn'cC'ding part, he ([0(;'1> lIot 

lIlC'an til "lIpl} til(' namc of Tallri~ ial1 1> to the whole poplllnhon . 

1.')1. Almlfctla prai~e" its gardcll~; lind til£' abund.lllel· lind \'al'iet~ of l t ~ frull' 
aI'£' notic(,ti h) Churdin. 

152. That i ~, by their ne\l lord s, thp Moghul Tarlat'~ 

153. It i<; c uriou~ to ob<;erve here the flafUe argulllrnt a& that l'mplo)ed b} Iht' 

lHh'ocates for the Ucfornllltion, against uuricuhu' ronlc$siollllnd ab<;oluitoll. 

1.>-1. Thi .. tllUI>t be untlcr.,loou of P ersia proper, F,If~ or Far~i~tiln, of which 

))eraepolii \Va .. the anci ent capital, a~ Shira:. is the model'll; but hr probably 

meall'J the distance from lauris to A (4Sbill, which'te speak'! of in the next rhaph'l" 

a<; tilt> first city upon entering Per~ia. 

CHAPTER X. 

Of the .. llonas/cry Q[ Saint Barsamo, in the neighbourhoud qf Tamis. 

73 
BOOK 1. 

(H"!' . f', 

, '" 

NOT far fi'om Tauris is a monastery that takes its name ti'om the holy CH.-\P. x. 
!'aint Barsatno,l5!J and is eminent for devotion. There is Here an Abbot 
and mnny monks, who resemble the order of Carmelites in the fashion 

I. of 
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HOOK J. of their dress. That they may not Jead a life of idleness, they employ 
lH \I', ;-:, themselves continually in the weaving of woollen girdles, which the), 

place upon the altar of the!l saint during the celebration of divine 
sen 'I('I.', and when they make the circuit of the provinces, stlliciting 
aim!! ( III the same manner U3 do the brethren of the order of the Holy 
G,bost), they present these girdles to their ii'iends and to persons of 
distinction; being esteemed good for rheumatic pains. on which aCCOllnt' 

they are devoutly sought for by alll'unks. 

NOTE. 

J5 j . AfiC'r n vaiu !wl\rch fu\' this S,lint in the Il.1JHlII calCIlUUNI or latler tlnll'<'. 

li'om wh e nce he mll~lllavc b('.' ll \'emovcti to IUdko 100m Gil' other", I cli .. rovl'l'l',1 

the following' uolit·{, in lh(' '. Tllbulm Chronolo:;icn· .10. DOFlliltlr i Mu"'"nti.:'" 

" Seculo 11. SUl1rtll '" n ... r .. imwlI · , l'i~copui!l gdc"~ 1Il in S) 1 i .• Jllurimo~ ('hri~l() I dUi!

I. tUf." Nu dt/uht •• 111 U" cllicrldin('d or lili 'l Syri,lII bi ~hop ht'lup; III(' ~.1l1l1 In 

I-lho'l(.' patroll[lge tht.· rlHm l ~t(,ly Wil~ fccomm{'t' ckd. 

CHAPTER Xl." '" 

Of the namc\ I!f the e;gltt kingdoms tltat cOJi.stitule the prO'l.VlCC rtf PC1·.\ia. 
mId 9/ the breed lif horses and Q[ asses found therejll. 

I 11 , "1' \1 I loT Persia, which is a large province, there tore many kingdoms.1r" the 
name!> of which are as folJows. The first, and whidl you meet with 
upon entering the country, is Kasibin j l:'B the second, lying towards the 
SQuth (west), is Kurdistan; }[;') the third is L or .. B,U towards the north, 
the fourth is Suoustan.; lui the fifth, Spaan; I(,! the sixth, Siras; 163 the 
seventh, Soncara; 11i4 the eighth. Timoca;n,I(O~ which is at the extremity 
of Persia. AJI these kinguoms lie to the south, excepting l.'imoc(liu, 
~l.nd thi~ is .the north, near the place called Arbor Secco. I ('6 The 
c'Qu\1try is uistillguillheu {OJ.. its ex.ccllent ureed of horse~, many of 

which 



TRAVELS OF Mt.RCOPOLO. 

which arc carried for sale to India, amfrhring high price8 ; not les~ i.n 
general than two hundred livres tournois.'67 It produces also the 
largest and handsomest breed of asses in the world,16!1 which sell (on 
the "pot) at higher prices thall the horses, because they are morc easily 
fed, arc capable of' carrying heavier burtheus, and travel further in the 
day lllan either horses or milles, which cannot support an equal dcgrej 
of fatigut'. The merchants, therefore, who in travclling from on£' 
province to another afC obliged to pass extclUliv(' dc~cl'ts aud tract~ ot' 
sand, where no kind of herbage is to be met with, and where, Oil 

account of the distance between the wells or other watering place .... it 
j " ncccflsary to make longjournies in the course of the day, are desiroll" 
of pruviding themselves with asses in preference, as they get sooner 
over the ground and require a smaller alJowancc of food. Camels abo 
are employed here, and these in like manner carry great weights and 
are maintained at little cost, hut they arc not so swift as the asses. 
The traders of these parts convey the horses to Kisi,16,) to On1lllS, and 
to othcr pb,ccs on thc ('oaRt of the Indian sea, wherc they arc purchased 
by those who carry them to tlldia. I II COli sequence, howe\'Cr, of tilt' 
~I'ealer heat of that country, they do not last many years, being nati V('s 

of a temperate climate. In some of these districts, the people are 
savage and blood~thirsty, making a common practice of wouncijng and 
murdering each other. They would not refrain from doing injury to 
the merchants and travellers, were they not in terror of their eastern 
10rds,I;0 who cause them to be severely punished. A regulation H 
also established that in all roads, where danger is apprehended, the 
inhabitants shall be obliged, upon the requisition of the merchants, to 
provide active and trusty conductors for their guidallc~ and security, 
between one district and another; who afC to be paid at the ralC of 
two or three groats 111 for each loaded beast, according to the distance. 
They are all followers of the Mahometan religion. In the cities. 
however, there are merchants and numerous artisans, who manufacture 
a variety of stuffis of silk and goldY' Cotton grows abundantly in this 
country, as do wheat, barley,I ;,\ miUet, and several other sorts of grain; 
togeth~r with ~rapes and every species of fruit. Should aqy one assert 
that the Saracens do not drink wine, being forbidden byifheir law, it 
may be answt'red that they quiet their consciences on this point by 

L 2 persuading 
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nOOK I. persuading themselves that if ttlcy take the precaution of boiling it over 
( II \I'. XI. the .BI'C, by which it is partly consumed and becomes sweet, they may 

drink i t without infrll1ging the commandment; for having changed its 
ta~tc. they change its name, and no longer call it wille, although it is 
ltnch in factY~ 

NOTES. 

W6. III jJ1C Jta\i31} epilonu ..... we find at this plac£' 1\\0 rharters whi ch llavc not 

h('f'n IIdmittt'J in the otlwr {,t!itiulI~. Mention i~ mat\t·, ill the fire! , of \I city Ill' 

Pt'r.,ia name d "" "/1(1, from \\ h£'I1{" \' th e lhr£'c magi took their th' parhll'l:, \\ h('1l tht'y 

11I(I('('('\I£'1I to ((<jOlT til!' infilllt Chri~t at Hethlf' hf'm, and wh('l'e tlwy W('I'(, 1Illcr

l\:lrJ ... huri<'ll in nW!{lIifi rc' lIl tombs: 1)Ili that Ill' , M AIlCO, \Va 'l IIot ilhle to oiJtain 

ill thai C'it )" an~ sali~lildOt'J information Ott till' .. ut~i('cI or{h(' .~e 1111'1'1' ro}.r1 pC'r,::oll
Il~!"". II: 1111' <:('l"otHi clHlph·r he l~ muut· to .~lalC', that [lIllie rii!>t:uwl' of lil r('l' 
dll~ <' jOUl'lll'Y fl"Om Sn'lI/ th('re wa!, a caslle rranH'd J\·ola~olll .l'f ,.ill,lll, "i~lIir) in~ thl' 
1',I<,tle o f tho.,1" who '~flI'.;h iJl fir!" ft" their dn· illit~·; and thaI tltl' lIali\I'~ aCI'ou nt(>d 

I())' the origin of' the worMlip hy mally 1(\11' llnd un!i,lIllilec! l;tlt> ... ; ... ay ing, that 
,IIH'II the line'!' i- ing" were ahout to rctu\'ll Ii'om Ill(, \,IIH} of the .JC\I· ... , 11'\1;1111'1' 

tltl'J had gOlle to mak e the il' oif£'rill/.:''! to a pl"(lphct la\l'l y ho\'ll tirerl', the cllilc! 
}))'I'<'{,lIt t,d them with u hox (iJUHO'(I), whic11 upon opC'lling' it in the coun.c of thl'i r 
lourney, wall found to ('ouluin only u ;.tonl', anti thi ... th(') tllI'(, \\ C,l ll{{'UlptUOIIRI.v 
ililo a wdl. ll} tile saine ill-di ... po~cd alld fdithll'~~ IH'Opi{' it \\:1 10 furthl'r I'l'porleli, 
.1 fire immc{liut('ly /lcf'ccnul'd froUl h"lIl Cll :1IIc! /illl II Ih(' '1('11 \Iith flame, 0 1" 

whil-h the Ihrcc }..illgs took ('acll a portion, nnd COllvt')f'll it to th l'lr rt'SPl'ctiH' 
), OI1)CIo, whl'T(' it IIeC'illnl' Ull o~j('ct of adoration; l1odillg, t1wt when it hU]lpen,.:; 
10 be (>~ t ill~"i~h{'tl ill one place, thc people .. carch for it in 111Iother, thus performing 
jOlJl"I1il'b of fin', cight , and even cleven mile!>, for the purpose of Jightin~ thci,· 
l:ullpj; ; and if UI1"1 cannot fincl it nearer, they proceed to tbe burning welJ itselr. 
:\ 11 III PM.' rircumstanCeK he learned from the inlmbitants of the castle. 

1l0wI'ver idle this slory may he in poir!t of fact, theft" i!i strong iuterllal 
evidence of its genuineness so iar as it regards 0111' author, who relates only what 
he WUH told, lind properly treut!- the legend with contempt. Tbe idea. of a well 
i~nih'd Ly celer;tial fire is obviou.,ly founded on the ",xisteller of huruing.wells or 
('u ' (' rn~ ill various parts of Asia, parlicularly at Ral' lf near the Caspian, IIpokcn 
(J f in Note., and on the COllllt of Karamania, seen uy Cl:lpt. llcaufort; 
bIll tu lim 1'rrsian scholar the nallIe (If tbe pluce will present tbe strongelit 
(.riterioll of veracity, us he must percei"e tbet the w{'lrd ll Kala saift-l)(,-;nMu urI! 

intelu!cd. 
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intended fOf K alat ptyrsidll or perhaps lfGla/l atish pertsll1n 1,;)1::....1. ~\ ~ , 
literally, the " castle of the fin:-worsbipPCfS." The name of Saba, wlHcll 
is certuinly not to he disco,'erl" l U1ll01lg~t the towns of Persia, may be tbought 
to have Ii reference to Ille doctrilu.'s or Snl.IUi~lll, so nearly connected l,itlt tho~e 

of the Guehers. 

157. In the ordinary u-c of these terms, a kingdom is understood to • 
sist of provinces, but upon the pllrtitiou of the inllncnse cmpire inhe· 
rited by the desccuc\unl s of .1clI!{i: .klIl1ll, the l,ro"incc a,.~ ig:'lcd (as II lief) to 
each of hiR ha ilS or gra ndsolls comprehended what W('fC, belorc hi o; conquests, 
independ ent kingdoms, 

158 . Upon cnt('ring Pers ian 1m/.: from the side of '/'fwris, the fir!;t great cit)' 

(Stdlal/iyalt IIOt being the ll built) i" "'.-asbill, or morc properly I(a::::oill..d-,) , whith 
JIll" at ,liffNcnt periods of its history " Ct' ll a ro)'al rt'silil'nce . In til(' (,lllImt'ralioll 

of tli('RC ('i~ht kingdoms our author 1l011Il: timl's gives thc nam(' of tile capital, as in 
this instaJH'c, nIHI se'OIc tim('s tlmt IIf tile pro\'ince or district , a." in tho'iC' which 
immedi atel y follow. li t' S('{'Il1l:i 10 ha,-e writte ll down , or tliclalcd th~' Ilame~ as 

they occurred to his recollect ion: without system, and with little rl'gard to 
..rran~(' lllellt. To Imuks on the sll l ~icct he {'o uld 1I0t r£'rer lor Ihut aid or which a1\ 
iI,n'ellers !, il1(,c 11ill tinl!: ha"e wisl'ly availed thell1 ~eh' {'~ , lx.-C'LU"C l>uch tlitl not 
IIi('n ('xist ill k:Ul'Opc. 

159. We should not ha\'c cxp(>ch'd to fi nd J(urcli~'lml, which belonged to the 
:mcient Assyria, stuted as one of the component parts of Pcr~ia , alt/lOugll ~lIally 

of its inhahitanh; have at timclI het'll hl'Ou~ht un der s lll~ icctio ll to that monar_ 
ch)'; 1I0r, if included, ca n it be -e; uid to lie to lhe !.Dutli. It lIlay indcedi.lJe 

conjectured that Khuristml (often writtf.'ll A"w:is//l/I), the ancient SusiulIa, SitU· 

ated at the head of the Pcr~iall gull; aud COIl~('clliently bouth from Aa::;i:i", and 
lIot Allrdis/tlu, which li c~ to Iht' \\ e_~ t , i~ tilt' di~tlit:l illten<i{'cl. "Clllfns/tl11, ait 
" (II ,A/uschtarek, eli.ull ('1111: ('.( /1111 appl'l1utur, E~ t amp\a prO\-illcia, Illultas urbes 
" tene ns, inter alllasrulIl el Pcr.'lialll ," Abulredre Geograpllia. 

160. Jf the forlllcr place he meant for XhUriS/OIl, Lor or L li,. ..If may with 
propriety be ~uid to lie to the lIorth of it, although with r('spect to Ko!:vin and 
Persia in geltcr,ll it is n southern prol'incc, " II nc fiwt pa .. cOIl/ondre," says 
D'Herbelot, It Ie payll tIc Lor uvec celui de La" ou IJllrisillll, (p,i 1I\!tend Ie long 
du gulfu l'ersique. Celui de Lor ou Lour l' ~l montagneux, et dcpclldoit autre· 
foia de 18 province noromee Kouzi9tllll, qui cst l'anciculic SltW." Hiblioth. 

Orient. 

161. Of 
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161. or Srl()lisllln it "ould be di.eult to form any conjecture; hut finding tbe 
nbme, in oiber versions, written Or/dafll, Cilirslam, and 'in the eorly Italilln 

epitome, ('ie.dan, I have JittJc doubt of its beillg illtended for Sej('stnn, I,,;)~ 

01!1o written Siycstan 1;)4, n province which lies in tbe eastern quarter of 
P('rsia . 

.-62. The city of Spoon, Spniwn, or bpn}/(ul, by the Arabians called Isfahan 

I,;)~\, situated i.n the southern part of Pennan Irak, iii well knowLI nl' tbe 
magnificent capital of the kings of the Sifi family, which, espt'cilllly during tllf' 
reign of Shah Abhass II., exceeded ill splendour a8 well 8S extent, mo .. t Asiati(' 
cities. It fell under the dominion of the Moghuh ill 122J, a/l(l was taken, 
plundered Bnd nearly dC'ltroyed hy Tamt'rlane in ISS7. "Scgul'udo il camino," 
IIB.ys Josaphut BRrbaro, in 1~7 1, ,. trovammo una terra nominata ."pnhnm, 

JaqueJ c stata mirabilc per fino 01 presentf'." Viaggio in PCl'J'lia, p. 41. 12mo. 

163. Shira'J j~, the capital of Fut'H or Persia proper, and at some period~, 
of the Persian empire, is also too well known by the d~cripliOil of travellers, 
to render it IIcl,.YlisR ry to 8lIy morc here, than that il ranks next to Ispahan. 

amongst the royal cities. 

164. This much corrupted name, which is Sancora in R~musi(j ''1 text, Snrlwt» 

in that of the Basic edition, Son/ora ill thc ('urlif'r J-Iatin, Omcum ill the n. M. 
and SOPfcara (according to Miiller ) in the Berlin manuscript, rorCfli(l in till' 

Italilln epitomes, and Corchara in the old En,:lish vertlioll, i~ III(' Korkall or 
Gurknn 'o;)15J of eastern geogr<lphers, and ('vid('ntly connectcd with the IlyT
canin of the llJ)cif"nts. It is prolmblt" howf'Yl'r, that it fornH'd finly a portiou 
~e eounlry so named; the rerunimil'f being included in thl' nlOdl'rII prnvince 
of Taberistnn or Ma%andernm. lt~ situation is at the south-eaMtern extremity of 
the Caspian, north of the Damoghan range and of the province of' Kum;$ or 
Comiaene. 

165. However distant the reeemblance of the names ma, be thought, TimocailJ 
<whieb in the BasIe edition is TYmDchaim, and in the older Latin, Thymncliaym) 

is undoubtedly intended for Damaghan I,:)l.i..w the capital of the small province 
of Kumil, in the nortb-eastern quarter or Persia. By J068phat Barbaro, tbe 
Venetian ambassador to that court, it is called 7re_gan, and by out countryman, 
Thoma8 Herbert, Diurgllment; but thill, we find, "at not bi, own eorruption, 
for in one of the letters of Pietro deUa "Valle, be complain, of thit abule and 
uncertainty ~e names of place.: "come per ee.empio, quel ]JilJrgtmtertl, 
rhe l'Epitome"'Geografica dice e!l8E!r nome modemo dell' Hircania." The 

latter 
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tatter WIIS himself an oriental, 118 well 8S a classical scholar, and rcmark.'1bIJ 
correet in the orthogrilpllY vI' proper names. 

166. The district tn wllich the appellation of Arbor SCCc.o was given, ball 

already b(>Cn advprted to in Note 68, and will be f()unt! more particularly 
mentioned in the Twentieth Chapter. 

161. Tbe excellence of the Persian ho1'8c~, for which lhey may perhaps be"1 
indebted to the mixture of the Arabian and tbe Turhi breed, is W('1l known. 
A detailed account of tllCit qualities j'j gil-en by Charrlin ( 1'. ii. chap. viii. p. 
25, 4to.); BIHIalsob) Malcolm, (HistofPertl ia, Vol. ii. p. 5IG). As thcline 
tOllrnoi .. , in the fourtoenth century, waB at the proportionate value of twenty
five to one livre of the pre&cnt tim('S-, it followil that the price at which tIlt" 
Pcrsia n horses sold in Indi<l was from fincen hundred to tl\'O thousand rupees. 

lG~. The following account ilt given by Chardin or the hrC'C'd of aSlies in 
Penia ; "AprcII le'l muh,,,, " sa) 1I tId .. traveller, "ils ont rune, dOllt il ya de 
deux 1I0rt~ t'U l'(>f1,(' ; Ie .. fines du pUl", qui !lont lents et jlcf>an .. comlne leI! fiDes 
de nos pal~, dOllt ill> IJ{' ~e ,,{'r vcnl qu'a portel'drll fardeaux; et IInc race d'ullef; 
" 'Arabit·, (lui !.(lnt tiP fort jnlH'1l hHc", ct le ll premier .. fille~ du monde., •. L'~n 
II I" .. 'en s~' rl flul" pour lIlonlurl'i'I .... II ) ('1\ a <lu prj" de quail'£> ('t'lIl> rnllles, 
<'I 1'0n n'c lI '-II III'oit ({voir d'un P<'u hon il. moins (\£' \'illgt-cin<J pi"lole... On 
les pen"<' COUlUl(' I£><; ch£>vaux." P. 26. "Dulls loute Iloln' petitt> caruv[IIIl~," 

"ll)8 Nit'buhT, "pl'<lking o f hi" joorll£>)' from Abusltallhr to SMrat, " il Il'y uI'oit 
pal; un sen I challlcllu; In plllpart de l> marchan<Ji~('~ fiJt tral1 ~ pol"t{- "ur elf'S {Hie!. 

QuelquC'1i marchandOi fl\'oicnt all~"i de .. chevallx chargc q , et pour pcu qu'ils 
"Ioient cn ctot d'en puycr les fraix, ils alloient eu"-mi-me~ a cheval ; d'aut. 
j~loient mOlltc'! slir dc~ linl''', ct Ie re-te marehoit it pied." Voy. T . ii, p.'" 
<.:apt. Chri!.tie mentions that at l'rzd the price of an ass was fifteen pound" 

"terling, 

169. Xisi or C/tis;, hOll been shewn (Note J SG) to be the j~land of Kil or 
A.-/.~, to whieh the tradl' of Sirrif, in the Persian gulf, wu .. removed. Of the 
l'elcbrntNl port of Orllluz, there will be oCCa.,ioll to lipeak hereaftcl'. 

110. Ry "their eastern lordll" arc meant the Moghul Tll.rtn1'1l, who entered 
P(>rsio from the easlern hid" or tile Caspian. The ncc(';osity for tlip com'cion Ilere 

"poken of, is strongly ft,lt ut the present. day, when, owing to ihe weakn ess of 
the adjacent governmpnls e"ery chief ill the dese,'t is at th£> head of a band of 
mDral.ldf'l'S. "J/umdar," says Captain Christie, " WIIS built a~.pcopled by 
" Klum Juhan KhrlTl, the most noted robber in this country, and the terror of 
.1 an the karWlln'l." 'fravf'l" in Hf'loochh,tan, App. p. 408. 

171. 'fhe 
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111. The HaliaR grOtf;, or 1!"(I(/.tI'. lire a amoH sih'cr coin, which have 
dift'erC'd in w('ight and value fit dim'rent pcriod~. Tho¥c ~r Pop£' II1Ratent XI. 
the oldt'st in my pO!lsc~sion, contain liS much silver DS the tlu'ec-p<'lIny piece!! of 
Charlo:. lI. uf England. 

172. "Je ne pnrlcrui point," say" Chardin, (( d'unc infinite dc ilorte!! d'clotrt'f; 
UI' soye pure,. dell Hones de soye DV{,C do cotOIl .••• • Ie nc I'arlcrai ()U<' {Ie leur>; 
brocards. Ii!! appC'Uent Ie hrocard Zabnje, (,'Cf;t a-dire, tissure d'or ..••.. Ii 
lie !ill! fait pointd'Hoffe si (herc pur tout Ie monac." 1'. ii. p.8G, 4to. Pottinger, 
spt'aking of the manllfactures of K(b'IIall, sa)!!: " It,; IItnples arc wppf'r-wnn', 
" carpet!!, and coloured and flowrred silks, which latte," al'c c)lquisitcly h("flU' 

"tiflli. 1 pllrchaRed some of them made in IIcarf.~, in imitation of the rich('!ol 
u Kashmeer f;ha1l'ls." Travels in Bcioochisl1In, p,244. 

173. 'VhC'RI grow~ in the lIortbern provincc~ O\-"cn.ia, and 31<;0 ill the Ronth· 
ern, although ]c!.s commonly. "Hadey" HI)!! Malcolm "it> often 110111 in 
<, Pcr::ia ilt one farthing per pound, and wheal is. not on tht, il\'C'l"ag(' II)or(' 11m II 
" a third of the price dcarc,' than barley." Iiist. of Persia, vol. ii, p. :) I!) . 

• 74. The practice or boiling wille is known to he common amongst tilt' ('Ustl'1'I1 
people, but whether tlle motive lor it, here assigned, be the true Olll', (>1' whether 
we IoIhould liot mtller condul\C' that they prefer the talltC', may \)(' dlluhled. Thl' 
Per&jun~ have always btoen le8~ ,,(rid than thf' olhC'r more nrlhodo:x MahoIDC'tnus, 
in regard to indulgl'llce ill wine: anti Pietro della Vulll! IIwlllian'> two ordinllnce<., 
of Sliall Abbas .. the one forbidding the use or it, whi("h ~hel\''1 thai 111(' rdigiouf. 
precept Imd failed of its effect: and it. s('cond lUUiulliu!t" tbe prohihitioll, upon his 

•~ing that the people, and especially the !ioldi{'f~, had snl».tilllled for WII1£', 
iquid preparation of opium, by which their health was injurf'll. 

CHAPTER XII. 

Qf the city qf Ya.sdi and its mamifactures, and qf the animals found 1ft 

the country betweep. that place and Kicrown. 

OW· XII", YAtiDI is", considerable city on the confines of Persia, where there 
is much 1raffle.m A species of silk c10th manufactured there is 

known 
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known by the appellation of Ya,fdi, and is carried from thence by the 
merchants to all parts of the world. 111; Its inhabitants afC of the 
Mahomctan religion. Those who travel from that city, employ eight 
days in passing over a plain. ill the course of which they meet with 
only tiU'Cl' places that afford accommodation.m The r" lies through 
extensive groves of the clate-bearing palm, in which there is abundance 
of game, a.'! well beasts, as partridges and quails ; and those travellers 
who arc fond of the amusements of the chas<'. may here enjoy excellent. 
sport. 'Vild asses are likewise to be met with.'· 11 At the end of 
eight days you arrive at a kingdom named Kierman.l'i 'J 

NOTES. 

J75. h :;:d ,)~ ill the most eastern city of the province of Fan; or Persia 
proper. Captain Chri!\tic, by whom it was visit (>d in 1810, describes it a,; 
H It very larg .. and populous city, situated on th .. edge of a liamly desert, 
II ('uuligu{)u ~ to a range of mOllntains running .. ast and w('st ." " It is cclf'hrated " 
lie ob!len'cs "by all merchants, for the prot('ction afl'ordell to !;peculaton:, 
" and tlle secnrity of its illhubitllnt~ and their property . It is the grand marl 
II he tween Hindoo!ltan, Khorrumn, Bagdnd and Persia, and i9 said to be a 
Ie plnce of greater trade than any other ill the latter empire." Trav. ill Beloo
chistan, App. p. 4~1. 

176. D' llerbclot oUscrves that" 1($ cloWes de soye qu'on y travai-ue, - et 
" que J'on .appeUe en Ture et ('t1 Persan (,0111t1Sche Yczdi, In rendent fort mar
U ehande. " In the Mcmoin! of Abdulkurdm, also, we read of a donation made 
to an IImbussador, by Nadir Shah, c.nnsisting of twenty-five pieces of Ye:dy 
brocade. This notice by our author of the circumstance, 1Iowe\'er unimportant 
in itllClf, of a particular speei(>s of "ilk retaining in commerce the name of 
tbe city where it was mallufltctured, is one of the mnny internal proofs of 
the genuineness of bis work. 

]77. Tbi8 is usually named tho Desert or Kinnan. 

]78. We read of wild uses delivered as presents, and p>nsequently as 
curiotities, t.o Shah .A.bbtU and otber kings of Persia. }lcnnell observee tba.t 
u the wUd RIi&e8 remarked by Xenophon for their IIwiftncss, bear much the 
I&IDe chancter at pretent. Tueira in 1606, saw herdq nf' them in the Arabian 
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deaert, immediately opposite to the d~rt of Metopotamla, where Xenophon 
Ill" them." JUustrulions, p. 100. 

179. The di ll tanco between YtJ"d and t11e capital of Kjr'trum is about ORC' 

h~ndred and ~.ii!.y geogruphical milt's) ~lli('h would I~ at tile rotc of twenty 
mdt's pt!r cJ a)'~ut the 8wcrage travellmg m lc of 1I light carol'un, as deduced 
by Major Ronnell, is only finecli to fifteen allli II. half, wilh camels, 01' seventeen 
to eigJ,tt'cn witb mules ; \t·hru un long juutllic8. It may indeed, be understood 
th.t tha d(>lert 810ne, extlusive of SOlDe pol·tion of cultivated country, employed 

e~bt da)',. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Of the l..itlgdom qf Kierman, by the ancients '/lamed Karmania; qf ils 
ftssil and mineral prodlLCtions; its manq/actllrcs ; jts falcons ; and of 
a great deSCC'ltt obst:nJed upon pasJiug aliI of Ihal coulllry. 

CIl .\P. XIlI. KIERNAN is a kingdom on the eastern contines of Persia, I ~\I which 
was formerly governed by its own monarchs, in hereditary succession; 
but since the Tartars have brought it under their dominion, they appoint 

to it at their pleasure. In the Illotillwins of titis country 
the precious stones that w<, call turquoiSCS"~l There Ufe also 

of steel, III'! and of antimony II'! \ in Jarge qutliltiticl'. They 

manufacture here in great perfection aU the articlc~ IIc{·essary for 
warlike equipment, such as saddles, uriJlcs. spurfl, swordl'i, bow!!!, 
quivers, and every kind of arms in usc amongst these people. The' 
women and young persons work with the needle, in embroideries of 
silk and gold, in a variety of colours and patterns. representing birds 
and beasts, with other ornamental dcviccs.l r,j These arc designed for the 
curtains, coverlets, and cushions of the sleeping places of the rich; 
and the work is executed with 50 much taste and skill as to be an 
ohject of adflit'l.tion. In the tDODotainoU8 parts a.re bred the best 
(alcons that any where take wing. They are smaller than the 
peregrine raleon; reddish about the br •• ,t, belly, and under the tail; 

and 
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and their flight is so swift that no bird can escape them. Upon leaving 
Kierman, you travel for eight days along a plain, by a pleasant road, 
and rendered still more delightful by the abundance of partridge and 
other game.lB.~ You also meet frequently with towns and castJes, as 
well as scattered habitations; until at length you arrive atW-Considerable 
descent, which occupies twO days. Fruit trees are found there in 
great numbers; the district having formerly been peopled, though at 
present without inhabitants. Herdsmen alone arc seen in it, attending 
the pasturing of their cattle. In that part of the country which you 
pass before you reach the descent, the cold is so sc\·ere that a man can 
with difficulty defend himself against it by wearing many garments and 

pclisscs. l6f• 

NOTES. 

]~O. Kirmall I:)Loj is a province of Persia, situated a1 the lIouth-east('rn 
extremity of thal kingdom. It" capital tityappetlte to be most mually called 
hy the same namc, bnt is aho known by that of Sirgnn, as thc word is pro
nounced hy thi' Per~ians, or Siljnn a-o pronollnceod by the Arab!!. "The province," 
~ilIys Poillngcr, by whom it WIlS visited in 1810, "ill bounded on the cast 
" by a purt of Seoi"tlln anti Beloochi~tan ; wcst by the province of Fan.: sooth 
"by partM of Larilltan, M ukran, and the Persian gulph; nnd north I 
" Eerak and Khorasan. It hns from the earliest agel! been partitioned into 
" habitable and de!>ert region~." P. 219. "The city of Kinnan," he adds" is 
" situated on the western side of a capaciou~ plain, so close to tbe mountains, 
" that two of tbem, on which the>re are nntient deca)"ed fOl"t~, completely 
., command it. It wall once the mOllt flouri.,hing in Per~ill, and in ~ize wall 
" lecond to none, except the capital, Isfdhan." P.221. "No city in the cast 
" bas been more subject to reverse! of fortune, or ot"tener tbe scene of the most 
" destructive waMl, both foreign and domestic, than Kinnan." P.22i. 

1t would seem thut our author did not consider Kinnnn all being, in his time, an 
integra1llart of Pf'rsia, from his not including it .amongst the eight prorinces 
or kingdoms which he enumerates; and in this light also it wa'i held by Edris; 
wbo wrote in the twelfth c.entury, and says: "Et vero terra Karman intetjacet 
" tetl"le POMUa et terrae Mec.ran." P. 129. 

181. U La plull riche mine de Perae U says Cllardin "est celle des tur
U qUGiltes. On en a en deux endroits, a Nicllflportr en Cartu$on, et dans une 

:M 2 montagne 
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montagn(' flui ('Ill entre I'JJyrclillic 
CaspiemJC', uomlllcc Phirous-cou. 

et la PRrthide, J\ quatre jOllrm:c!'I de 
'1'. ii. p. 24, 4to. 

In Mer 

182. H L ClO mines de fer " says the saUle tnwcl1er "sont danfi I'HYI'clmie, 
" dans III Mc~ flcptcntriollale, au puis dell Partht'~, et dalls In BactriauC', Lf'IO 
" minC'!i u'ucier se trouvent dalls Ie," memes p:d", ('I )' prouuiscnt bcaucoup." 
P.23. He then proceeds to dc!>cribc its particular C}uuli1.icQ, and to compare it 
",·ilh the steel or India. 

188. The word " (/lIri(l/Iico" of Rn ll1u ~ j{) 's texl, or aml/11firum of the 
Balilc edilian, is liD! to be found ill ally dictionary, 1I0r li lH 'C prt'ccllillg tran.~. 

lator!! aUt-mplcd to render it by uny corn'5pondillg term, but have let the \\'orll 
stand liS they fOllnd it in th eir ('opY' J should not, from any rl's{'mhiancc of 
sOllnd, have )mzaru('cl tlte cOlljcdurl' or its Ilt'ill; intl'nded for" fllIlimo1fioj" hut 
leaTlling n'om th e travC' ls of Chardin thal antimony is the prodnc(' of cOl1lltrie" 
on tbe ('flstern ",J" (.I f Persia, of which UUI' 3111hor )wre sp('akc;, J cfII",ider the 
probability ofllUch a con'lIptioli as having sOllie wl'ighl. "L'antimoinc" he says 
" ~ trouvc vel's la Ca1'alllanic (not til{· pro\'ince or Asia minol', hut Kjrm(m); 

U mai l! c'es! Ull antimoinc h!ltard ; car apr!'!,. l'U\'oir lail fOIl<ir<' , 011 ne trouve 
" dedaRs que de plomb fort fin," P. 23, .\ furtli('r occuHioll will prcl'en t 
itself, in the Note!'llo Chap. XIX, of advcl,ting to the naturc of thi!. mineral , 

181. HI )('al'll" 8ay8 ('ott inger " from 11 mall\l~cript history of th e COllljUest 
" of Mukran , in til l' ninetieth yeaI' of the hij rcc, that Kinn an WH theu II 

,~,y exte";,, ,;ty, rull of ",he" nnd cdeh"tcd fo<' the ""elle.,." or the 
lawls anu arms lUud~ in it. " p , 2~2, " The lraue of Kirmau, though still 

, considcrahle, has nevel' rcvivr.d ill u mnnner to be compared to what it wa~ 

(( previous to its lust dcp"puiation, and in all likelihood never will again, as 
" the resort of merchants to the sea~port town of Aboo!lhuhr or Dushirc, 
,; farther up the gulph of I'cMlia, daily gains ground, to the prejudice of Uundcr 
" Abas!!, nod, of conscquenc(', Kirmull. I ts manufuctures of shawl!!, lUatch
" locks, and numuds or felts, arc celebrated all m 'el' A ~ia , and arc >;aid to 
" alford employment to upwards of one third of the iuhabitantlt, whether male 
" or temale. " P.225. 

j 85. Our author omits 110 opporluJ)ity of mentioning field sport', and cl!pcciaJly 
lluwking, of which he l!ecllUi to have been passionately fOlld. The II fulconi 
pellegrini," or peregrine falcoll8, although probably 110 called Ii-om their 
migrating, are a particular specie~ . "The peregrine 01' passcnger falcon," Bay' 
tbe history of British lIinls H is rarely met with ill Britailll ond COIl8&ql):cntly 
H j s but little kuown with us: it is about the size of tbe CODlmOll falcon." 

" Lcli 
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".Lea perdrix de Petse" lIa)'8 Chardin "80nt, comme j e C'rois, leA plu!' grosses 
" perddx du mondo, et du gout Ie plu'! excellent." P. SO. 

18G. The road from the ('ity of Ail'/lIfl1! tow1IrJ;; the Persian g ulf, here descri
bed, prohlolbly lay through the tOWIl of Bam or Il l1l11m, which stands nColl' the 
boundary line bC't\"el'U " ')w,t IIrc comitlcred aii the cold and the warm regions 
of KiNllon. "The province of NurmullI,hct'r" say'! Pottinger U extenJs from the 
.c wasle dividing it from Ue loochishUl to the city of lJUlllm .• ••• It .. boundary to 
" the westward is the provinct' of Kirman, of which, llX'lievt', it i'l lIowdcemed 
" n component di!lrict; to the ea!.twartl it ha .. tlu.' dCS(>rt, 11.0\ already mentioned; 
C( nnd, north and !>Outh, two ranges of mountuin~, the lallt of which al'e by much 

" thc highest, nnd I ima.;ine, II.t nil !.I.'a"ou"i, crown ed with Hnow, us. they were 
c, wlu'n I f;nw them, at which pNiod it wa'! cxc('cdiu;iy hot in th l.' plnin bl'nf'ath." 
Il. 199. Thesl' IIppt'ar to he tht~ l\I uu ulainz. of II,!ll/m, which, lolly!> Ihn Haukal, 
U belong to Ihl' cold rt"gion of Kirman; SII OW (liB" 011 thl.'m:' P . ]41. In 
another puss.."lgt" lu,' UlClltioll!l, that upon I'e:,ching n town Oil till' Bnm road, 
) 'OU turn to the right hand, ill order to gain J irt"jl, a town not rar froUi llormu:, 
wbere the inhabitants II enjoy lit once 1111 the lJrotlll(:tion ~ of both warm and cold 
"climate"." P. 14~. \Vith rClipcct to the de:;n'(' "f ruhl Jmill hi lte t'~pt>rienced 
ill thi ll tract, it may hl' onl y referable to tlw tceliugs or (I('("<;on" uccu!'tomt'd to 
\'xccs~i\' l' heat . "To the southwurd of the great chain of mountain .. tin!.! 1 have 
,. describc-d ahove" Pottinger atld~, " lind llt'lwcl'n th ei r bUlle!> and the lICa, 
U lies the Cllrm!4c('r or hot country •.. \VithilJ tht'I t1\\ it~ or Kirman thi .. tract i8 
" II.lmost sol.·\), cumposed of ,,,,Iinc ~a nd, lind the climate 1'1 peculiarly unhealthy. 
" It produces nothing hut dQh.,'~, which lire of II very inferior quality, am! is ill 

" couscclucncc ncarJy dcpopulated ." P.221. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

(?/ the city if Kamandu, and district of ' Rcobarle; if ret'iain birds 
.found there j qf a peculiar kind qf oren i mid f)f the K armmas, (( 
tribe if robbers. 
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AFTER pa.o;sing the descent of which mention has bcen made, you t:HA I'. :\ I\,. 

arrive at a pla.in that extends, in a southern directioIl, to the distance 
of five days journey; at the commencement of which there ilf a to\fn 
named Kamcmdu,lN formerly a large place and of much consequence. 

but 
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but not so at this day, having been repeatedly laid waste by the Tartars. 
The neighbouring district is called Rcoborle.11#l The temperature of the 
plain is very warm. It produces wheat, rice and other grains. On that 
part of it which lies nearest to the hills, grow pomegranates, quinces, and a 
variety of other fruits, amongst which is one called Adam's 'lpple,II',' 
not known in our cool climate. Turtle doves arc found here in vasl 
numbers, occasioned by the plenty of smal1 fruits which supply them with 
food, and their not being eatcn by the Mahometans, who hold them in 
nbomination.l!lo There are likewise many pheasants and franC'olins, which 
latter do not resemble those of other countries, their colour being a mix~ 
ture of white and black, with Ted legs and beak.l!!l Among the catth~ 
also there arc some of an uncommon kind, particularly a species of lal'~e, 
white oxen, with short, smooth coats (the effect of a hot cliOlat~'), ilorm 
short, thick, and obtuse, and having between the shoulders 11. gibbou~ 

rising or hump, about the height of two palms. 1'12 They are beautiful 
animals, and being very strong are made to carry great weights. 
'Vhilst loading, they arc accustomed to kneel down like the camel, 
and then to rise up with the burthen. 'Vc find here also sheep that 
arc equal to the ass in size. with long and thick tails, weighing thirty 
pounds and upwards, which arc fat and excellent to cat.l~J,l In this 
province there are many towns encompassed with lofty alld thick walls 
of earth,'!! ' for the purpose of defending the inhabitants against tht> 
iWJ!U'sions of the Karauna.~. who scour tlte country and plunder every 
th1hg within their reach.w, In order that the readl'f may understand 
what people these are, it is necessary to mention that there was a prince 
named Nugoda1', the nephew of Zagato'j who was brother of the Grand 
khan (Okta'i), and reigned in Turkestan. 1% This Nugodar whiJst 
living at Zaga/a'i's court, became ambitious of being himself a 
sovereign. and having heard that in InJia there was a pro\'incc 
called Malobar,1!!1 governed at that time by a king named As.idin 
sultan, 1913 which had not yet been brought under the dominion of 
the Tartars, he secretly collected a body of about ten thousand men, 
the most profligate and desperate he could find, and separating him
self from his uncle without giving him :my intimation of his designs, 
plOceeded through Ba/oslwn199 to the kingdom of lUmwr,'JOO where he 
lost many of hi, people and cattle, from the difficulty and badneu of 

the 
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the roads, and at length entered the province of Malabar.zo l Coming 

thus upon As-idin by surprise, he took from him by forcE' a city callt·d 

Dely. as well a'l lUany otlll..rs in itl> vic.inity, and thcl'c began to reign.tO:! 

The Tartars whom he carried thither, and who WCft' men of a Jight 

complexion, mixing: ",;th the uark IlHlian women, p,oduced the race 

to whom the appelbtion of Kal'OUllUS is gin'Zl, signifying in the 
language of the country, a mixed breed; 201 and these are the people 

who have since bl'en in thl: practice of committing depredations. not 

only in the country of lleobark, bu t in erery other to which they have 
access. In India they acquired the knowledge of magical and diaboli. 
cal arts, by m('all'i of which they arc enabled to produce darkness, 

obscuring the light of day to such a degree, that persons arc invisible 
to each other, unle!!!! with in a very small di.,lance.2o,i Whenever they 

go on their predatory excursioll!t they pllt thi!. art in pradict" and 
their approach is con'lcquently nut perceived. Mo'lt frequently this 

district is the ~CCTle of thcir operations; becall'lc when the merchants 

tram variou<; parts assemble at OrnlUs, <lod wait for those who arc on 
their way from India, thl'y selld, 111 the "jnler season , thei r horses 

:tIId mules, w1lkh :.Ire out of condition from the length of thcir journies, 

to the' plaill of ReO/lark, where they find abund,UlCC of pasture and 
b CCOlTl l' fal. TIll' Karaunas, aW,u e that thi:, will fake place, se ize the 
0ppoltunity of eftec:ting a gent'ral pillage, and make slave!! of the 

people wlJo attenci the cattlc, if they have not the means of ransom. 
MAHCU POl.O himself.'°5 WlI'l once e nveloped in a factitious obscurity of 

this kind, but escsped from it to the castle of' K OJlSaimi.206 Some of 

his companions, howc\'e r, were taken and sold, and others died in their 

hands. 

NOTES. 

187. Tlle geGgraphy of tbe country lying between the capital of the province 
of Kirmal' aud tbe Perllian !'t'ulf, i~ "'E'r) imperfectly known, and e\'cn Pottinger'. 
map. the lnost mod~rn we pO!>!>CIIII, t>xiul.llts but oue Imlital') IJUIUC, in that tract, 
although the chai.ns of hills arc there laid down with an uppcarauce ()f prlleiiion. 
it is difficult therefore to QAtertBin tbe placo intended by Allmllndu (in the B. M. 

nn,1 
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and Berlin mAnuscript!!, C'anumdi, nnd in the halian epitomes, EdgtlmadA 
eV(>1I if there were grountl~ to believe that thi~ town, which had lust its 
COIISt'fIUPIlC(' before our lluthor'!'! time, is still in f'xistcn('('. h mil} pl'rlmpil be 
the /lhrumln of D'AnviUe's map, wbich is called M(lluJ1f hy Ibn Hnukal, or else 
till.' Jio/lmiu of the latter: but these arc olfl'red a~ Inl're conjcctuf£'S, 

ISS. Rrobm'l~ (as the !Ialne Dppear~ aho in tbe na~le ('ditioll Hnd dl£' Italian 
epitomt'~} hut in tlle older Latin, Rotbarlr, "lid in the n. M. nnd Berlin 
manuscriptll, Reobarda) is obviously meant for Rud·bdr, J~,)J)' a d('~rriptiv(' 
term "l,piied, in numcroll<; in.:.tancf's, to town~ 01' di,trictt. ill Pen.ia and the 
ncighbourlllg countrj('~. It ~ignifte~" (I rivC'r in II vulh'y, tbe dmnn!'l nfa torrent, 
" and al"t) H pillcr "her(' mau~ .;trealll~ rUIl; " and thp di~trict Ilt're ~po"('u of as 
... nswerill~ that description, would ,,(,('01 from ,lit, circllmslance~, 10 h,ll'l' ()('cupi(>iI 

the hank .. til' thl' riv('r whidl in D'Amille'l'I and Malcolm's map!!, b"ul ... lll(' name 
of /)10 Rlld, and mll~t ht· cro~sed in til(' way frolll Rirmnn 10 Orntu::, Tilt' 
journal of Cap!. Chr; .. tie mpntiom il pl.let' 113ml'd /{odhflr, whiel. all"W('I"o perfect. 
Iy to thf' lue,,1 lh:scription, IJUt .'" at much too grf'at II di"tDI!{'1' h'om til(' "hor£' 
of the PeNian gulf, to bf' that of which we arc speaking. "Sriflan" bay .. thi" 
enterpri"jng officer ,: i .. 11 \-Pf), Nmall province on the bankil of the /1 j lmind . ••. 
"sepurated from Mukran b} an tlllillhahit('d desert .• "Ve ('IIINCd It Ht til(' 
(C town of R()dhar; tht'r!> tht' bunk .. of til(' river arc w('11 cultivntl'd und fruitful, 
" havillp; II. fille rich 11011, irrigllt('d h)' the "trelllll; hut tlie IIhlJo~t breadth 01 
" this fertile btripe dO('b not eX<'('t'(1 two mile", whence the desert ri ... eR ill loft) 
U elill!., nnd t'xtemls over Hn unmtt'rrupl('d Iract, without water or vegeta
" lioll .. . ,The ('oulltry ahhnllgh 1I0W inllRhic('ti hy Uflkhall .. ~Ild Hplooches ill 
" felt lenhl, ~till belli'" the mark .. of fOflll('r dvilizutiull and OPU1(,11C(,: Dod there> 
" arc ruins of \ ilJagcs, fortli, and windmills alollg the whole route from il()d{mr 
« to lJusha~', the capilal." 'Travels ill Beloochistoll, &c. AppelUiix p. 407. 

189. Pomu8 Adami is a name lhat has been gn'en to the fruit cull('d rumple
nose, shaddock, or citrus decumanus of Linnleus i but here it may probably be 
intended for the orange itself, or pornum auruntium, named by the Arabian!! 

and Penoians naranj €~\.j, 

190. This objection to the flesh of doves, as food, may have been II local 
prejudiee; for it does not appear tliat they ate gem·rally rpgarded a8 an uneJean 
meat, by II. Mahometull. Dut it i!:i obsfOrved by Niebuhr: "ColOme il ne peut 
" pIlEI toujourll ~tre biell Bur, quc l'u\limal ait etc tue 8uiv8nt lee loix de la religi_ 
" OD, c'est peut~tre par eeUe seule raieoD que let Arabes et Jell Totes del.mel! 
" ne SI! 80ueient pas de gibier." DefICription de l'Arabie, p. 158. 

191. The 
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191. The tetrao fro.ncolinuq or francoline partridge of the Levant, has red 
Je~ and beak, 0'1 Jlerc described. Doctor JtUg~1I calls it francolinuB olina:. 
U known to the French by the name of gdinot (gCiinotte)." The flesh, he 'lay!:!, 
jlJ dclicioUlI, but the bird is not to be met With at lb" tbull a day'to journey from 
the city. (Not. Hist. of Aleppo.) 

192. This specif's of ox, commonly f'mploycd at Surat and other place .. on 
the we<ltcrn coa~l of India, in drawing the c~lrringl.'" called huki..nes, Wo'b proba· 
bly introduced from thence to the eastern provinces of Persia. It hUI> been 

described by many writen" and among olhers hy Niehuhr. Sec VO)agc en ArabiC, 
&c.1'. ii. p. 52. Tab. "ii. 

193. Thi" extraordinnry breed of "llcl'll (ovi'l laticaudata) is the native DC 
varioull pnrt! of Asia and Afri('a, nnd hR"! heen unell de"cl'ibed. In tile Nat. Hist. 
of Aleppo the following ci rcumstantial account of it 1<, gi~el\, with. a plate. 
U They haTe two lIorts of sheel>" 'lO.ys Ru~"cll " m the neighhourhood of 
H Al{'ppo: the one called Beduin !;hecp, ",hich differ in IlO rc~pecl from the 
" hnger kinds of sheep in Britain, except that their tail!i are lIoRlcwhatlonger 
( and thicker: thp olhers are tho~e often mcnlloncd b) tranller" on acrount of 
U the ir extraordinary tails; and tbj~ specil''! ill by Jlllld. tlw mru,( numerous. Thill 
" tail j" very broad and large, terminating in n small nppendage that turns back 
C( upon it. It is of n sub"tance between fat and marrow, and is not eatell 
U separately, but mi:\.ed with the leon mellt in many of their oishes, and alw 
(l often u<:eel instead of huttt'r. A common ~he(>p of this .. ort, without the !it'sd, 
U fe(>t, skin antl entrail!;, weighs abnut twt'h(' or fourteen AI(·ppo roiolocs (of 
" five pounds), of wbich the tail is lI~ually threE' rotoloe .. 01 upwnrdto; but such 
" as nre of the largest brel'cl and hal e been fllttened, will somt'linw<; wt'igh 
" above thirty rotoJoe'l, and thf' tltil!. of these, ten (or fifty pounds); a thing to 
U some 8carce credihle. Thel>C 'Very large sheep being, about Aleppo, kept 
" up in yards, are in no danger of injuring their taih; but ill saUll' othef places, 
u where they feed in the lieMs, the .. hcpherd .. arc obliged to fix a piece or thin 
" board to the under part of Ihe tail, to prevent it" lu·ing torn by bushes, 
U thistles, &.:c; and somc have smuJl wheels, to fllcllitutc till' drag~illg of 
" this board after them; whence, with a littlE' exaggcratiml, the "tOf) of fmving 
" carts to carry their tGil8." P. 51, ed. l. Chardjn' .. account of " Ie'! mHutons 
" i grosse queue" of Persia, whose tails, lie say", weigh thirt} pounds, corre,,· 
pond8 exactly with the abov('. I( La quarta sorle de animal! chc hanno" 8ays 
JOI8pbat Barbaro, 8peaking of the Tartars, II &ono castroni gros~j ..... l.Iru, ct 
., alti in pmbe con un pelo lungo, i quali hanuo code che pll!."ano dodeci 
4\ Hbre runa. El till ne bo vjsto, che sa stralCinano uua rotd. dictro, teuelldo la' 

." .. Mt IOpra., •• Di gra&fli di queate code condiscoDo tuHc Ie lor 'Vivande." 
N Viaggio 
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Viaggio nUa 'j'ann, p. l3, Jimo. "The great slock of the pastoral tribes" sa),'" 
Elphinstonc "is sheep, nnd those of the kind called in PC'rsian doomba, and 
" rC'marka.blc tor tnil~ II. foot broad, and almost entirely comp()f;cd of faL" 
Account of Cllubul, p. 143. By these authorit;(>s our author's description is 

fully justified. 

19· ... FrNJuent mention ii'i made by I-hlmilton of thc<!O mud·C'ntrenchmcnts. 
" The Ballowches" he says" nppearNl Ilcal' the town of Gombroon, on a I\wifl 
" march towards it, which 'icarf'd the (PerlJiall) governor 80 much, that, though 
U thoro was un high mud.wall between him und them, he got on horstJback 
" and flOlI .... The Ballowchc8 cam" fir~t to tht, west qUllrtf'l' of the town , wbere 
U our factory stand~, nnd /;oon made l)a ~!lllgf'!> through the mud-wall"!." New 
Account of the gnat Indies, Vol. i. p. lOS. "The village of Bunpool' It l'iny~ 

Pottingf'r " is ti rllllll and ill huilt: it has been ut one time surrounded hy it low 
H mud-waU, with tl lllall l)tJstioll!-. ut intervals; but the whole j ll uow gone to 
" decay." 'l'rnels in n"I('Ochistan llOJ SilJde, p, J76, 

]95. The Krraunas we mny prc!lume to hl' lhe inhabitunts of ftfaknin C)1j.-c, 
.. tract of country edcndillg Irolll the "iciuity of the Iudus, towartl .. til(' Persian 
,u1f, and which tuke!! its name from the word lumina 1:)1}, !Signifying a " ~hor(', 
" coar.t, or border." Th(,y appear to diff!'r little from the neighbouring people 
of BulUchistan, if they be llOt in faet the Ramo race; and whnt our nuthor 
iltatetl of them is u faithful picture of the predatory hubits aacl'ihed to the latter, 
"The Boloujcs "&a)s Jim Huul..al U Ilre in the dc'>Crt of Mount A ('j't:s, ,HId Krfes 
" in t111' 1'arlli language ill ROl~ie i and they call tile&c> two people KOItjn lind 
"Bololfit's. The BoJoujes nrc pt'ople who dwell in tilt' de~ert: the) iltic .. t the 
II t'OUd., and have 1I0t respect lor nlly person." P. l40. "The n(lllow('h('~ and 
" Afad.Tarts " SAYj Hamilton (who \'illited their country ahout the year 1716) 
" who inhabit the senooCoast from Cape JnsquCli to IndulI) obsE'rving the weakness 
'n of the (Persian) government, tbrew off the yoke of obediellce first, and 
" theil, ill full bodies, fell upon their neighbours ill Caramania (Kirmall), who 
" were thriftier Bod richer than tho maritime freebootcrll, and plundered their 
U fellow-subjects of what they had got by thE'ir painful industry." Nt'w Account 
of the East Iudict;, Vol. i, p. 104, Of the habits of this people we have tbe 
most particular account in fhe journal of Lieut. Pottinger, who says: "The 
" Nharootls Mre the most Invage and predatory cl~ of Bcloochell ; and whilst 
" they deem private theft dishonou.ro.ble and disgraceful in the extreme, tbey 
" OODtemplate the plunder and devBstation of a country with f!och 0ppoilite 
"sentimenh, tbat thPy cOD8ider it an uploit deserving of the highest com
U mendation; and steeled by that feeling, they will individually recount the 
". the U6119tance y have rendered 00 BUch ocea.ioDI, die Dumbers of meu, women, 

" and 
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" and children they have made captives and carried away or murdered, the 
" Vi1lDges they hue burned and plundered, and the .dock! they have slaughtered 
II whell unabh· to driv(> tlwm oft'," P. 58. "We are now in Mukran," sairl 
8 nati\'(' of Ucloochistan to the fla lile traveller, (I where every individual is a 
" t'bbber by caltc, and where they do not hCtlitatc to plunder brothors and 
" ucighboul1I." P . 139. 

196. Nikodar Ogldan was the 80n of /lulagu and grand nephew of Jagato'i; 
be succeeded his brother AbaJ.a in the throne of })ersia, by the name of A.hmed 
khan, und was the fiNt of his family who maue public profession of Islacroh.m. 
or his prC\'iollS life we know nothing from the native hibtorian!l, excepting what 
we arc told by Ilailon, thll.t in his youth 1\(' had been baptised, although ht" 
at\erwllrds became a cruel pcI1:l£"Clltor of the Christians, and destroyer of their 
ehurch('~; insomllrh thnt upon the occBsion of hi .. Jl'ulh tht' zealous monk no· 
clnim~: " e1 hil' tuit interrectu~ cani'l Ille pell~i muH i\1nilumt'tul:I (Ahmedlll~), ini· 
" mieu .. fidei c"ri~(illnu'," 11, howel er, the NII,odar, who pushed his fortuue, 
as we arc hf're toM, on the side of 1ntlia, did actulllly \'i"it Ihe court of Jugatai, 
who dil'U in J240, he lIIust JlUve belonged to the preceding generation, 3B it was 
not until 1282, that .ll.Jwltd I.han Nikodo.r become the sovereign of Per~ia, and 
forty·two ) can is un interval too gtOcat to admit of our 8Upl'Ohing!tim to have 
been the eastern ndn'ntnTer, There may have been lUI earlier Nil.odtJr Hmongl>t 

the lIumerous grandsons of Jcngiz-khan, and in fact the consistency of the 
story require!'. thHt the event should have taken place long before our author's 
timE!, 

191. I must bere be indulged in a conjedure, which, however bold it may 
seem, will he justified by the hequel: that instead of .MaLabar or Maiattar (as 
it il> often written) the word shouht he and was in tbe originalLAllfltlJar )JY, 
or, as commonly pronounced, l.aJlOre; for through this province, and certainly 
not through .ftlalabar, this udventurer mu st nece!!sarily have passed ill his way to 
DeW. In aid of this presumption it may be urged, thut MARCO POLO, htl\'ing 
personally visited both coasts of the pellinsula, and apprQpriately described 
(in Hook iii.) thal of l'tlalavar, could not on tbis occHsion )Iave been guilty of 
&estrange n solecism in geography, as to place it in the road from t!£. country of 
the U z~ to II industan. The reading of Lall6W«f' ma.kl'& the account consistent 
and satisfactory, 

198. A:u:-eciJin, GIt(VtU edt/in, and ftloazz eddin, with the addition of Sulldn, 
were ~1Umon titles of tbe Palan sovereigns of DtlJi, as well 8S of the princes 
wao governed the provinces of their empire. 

N2 190. &d4kh,h.,. 
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199. Brufrtkluknn,.;)~, near the 80Urcetl of the OXU8, lies on that side of 
Jagfli(ii' .• · country which is nCllr~t to the beads of tlu' IndUlJ alld Ganges, and 
(OHM'qllelltly in the line of march towards Dchli, More particular mention ill 
maue oftbis didrict in Chapter XlI:V. 

200. A f'smUr ean be no other than K(/slimir ~, which lie!; in the direction 
frOIll lJadakllshall towards Lohore, Sirhilld, nnd the capital. The more common 

route is by Kablll, but the object of thili peUy in"ader wali, to keep amongst 
the mountuills, ulid thereby ('onccal his intentions. 

201. 1Iere it becomes pf'rfectly ohvious tlmt the country into which he pene
trated upon leaving Kashmir wa .. the Pmljdb, of which Lahawar or Lallar!' is 
Ihe principal dty. '1'0 suppose it JIIaftJJor would be quile absurd; Dlltl in this, 
;.t il in llIilll)" other jUt-ta ne('s, our author hac; !>;!lfiered not less from the prf"mmplion 
thnn from (h(' ignorance of trallsrri/)ers, 

202. It will hC'r(' he 3!1ked, where do wc ren(1 in nny nati\'e historian, of It.is 
('onqul"tit of J)dlii by thp Moghlll Tnrlar~, antecedent to the iuva!>ion of 'fa
merJane? Distilldly and to the full ('xleHI, wc do not UIl) whcrc ; but yet we 
"'hnll find such UII approximation of fuct~, as will prcvcllt II !> from trcutiug 

lightly the account !!:iven by our author, who might have rece ived it from tbe 

mOlltlis of per&oll~ hut one generation removed from thOlw who were concerned 
jn the IramlD ct iollS, Tin' event, we have se~n, llIUllt have tak('11 place within 
a few JNlra bf·fore or after the death of Jugalai iu )240. Now we lenrn from 
the Histo!'y of Hintiushm, as translated by Vow from the text of Fr:risllta, that 
Moa:!~ddin Byram Shah, king of ])dl{i, whose reign b('gall iu 12:;9 lind ('ndco 

in 1'i42, was invoh'ed in troublcs with his vizir Rml principal Oil/TrIlls, hy whom 
Cj. mutiny was excited amongst hi~ troops. At this crillili "news urril'ed, that 
" the Moghols of tbe great Zi"!fis bad invested LAhore, that ]rIale/.,:, the viceroy 
" of tbat place, 6nding hi~ troopll mutinous, had been obliged to fly in the night, 
" aud was actually on his wily to Dehli; Dnd that Lahore wall plundered by 
" the enemy, am' the miserable inhabitants carried away prisoners." I< The 
" "izir, in tile mean time, sdvnnced with the army to the capital, which he 
I' besieged for three months and an half. Rebellion spreading at last among 
(I the citizens, the place WIlS taken in tbe year 1241. Byram WitS thrown 
Il into prison, where, in it few days, he came to a tragical end. The Moghuls, 
" after plundering the provincc~ on the banks of the five branches of the' Indus, 
., returned to GMJ"i," Thus we perceive that at tbe very period in question, 
an urmy of MoglluJII did advance into provin('cfI l'iubjt'ct to the king of VeitH, 
'and plundered his frontier cities, whil .. t bis rcbdlious subjects, availing them-

6elVes 



TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

lIelves of the terror occasioned by the foreign invaders, o~·crtl1rned the govern
ment and put their priorI" to dealh. 

203. Since writing Note 195, J am informed tlmt one of the meanings of the 
Sallsb.tit word "ara/Ill iI), " a I)Or6011 of a mixed brcNt" TII;s ill an extraor
dinary proof of thE" grmuinenesll of ollr author'>, account of thl.>C;c people, eVHl 
tbough the natinlil &hould have amu~ed hun ""th a funelflll l'I)mology, to which, 
in regard to the origin of nation l> , th('1 ar!! cxtrcflu·ly prolJl~. Admitting, 
however, that tbey w('re the dClicclUJantlo of till!. mixed bre('d, we mu~t "uppose 
that the profligate "dventllt(,r6 whom Nikod(lr It'd into lnd l,', did 1I0t wlll(' ther<', 
but must have becn brought away witb thClr wive!> and (,hildrcn, lind di~bandt'd 
in the province of llfakran, where they and the huccecding genrratioll'> might 
vcry naturally lx-come a colony of bamlitti. 

204. The belief in Iwch l'illpcrnatural agency wa ~ the common Wi'dHneliS of the 
darker ogE!i; nor ought "e 10 he surpnllC'd at OUf aulhOI'" cfeduiJty, when 'We 
reflect that 80 latel) nil the c('ntury brtort' the IUil, the c(,Ul'h of .Jll~t,,:c in 0111' 
own and thi" lJeigllbollrlll!{ countriel'i condemnt·d lIulIlill'rs to dc.ltll for the 
imaginary crim£' of witchrraft; 8nd that to hn,£! expre-.<;cd a doubt of tilt' practi('e 
or delilillg perllona))y wilh the devil, would have beell rl'pf'deri as little 1t'~ '4 than 

blaspht' llly. 
Although the appearnnce and effects arc materially different, it mll)' b(' su<;,pcc

tC'd that there is some connexion between this htor)' (If 1II;!.!11 produced hy 
en('hantmt'llt, and the optical deception noticed by Elphiubtone, in bis Journey 
ncro<.,> wllllt may be considered as an extenliion of the ~!lmc desert, notwith!>tand. 
ing the IK'pamtiol) of ib. part .. hy the country througb "hich thl' Indus takCl\ it-. 
conrse. H T o..Iwal·ds evening" he sayll "many persoll!. were astoni .. hed with 
" tll£' appcnrancc of a long lakc, cnclosilll{ 8e\cf'alliulC! i ~lands ••..• , It wafi' , 
" howevcr, only one of Ihose iIlwjionii which the French caU mirage, and the 
H Persian'! sirnUlb. I had imugined thili phenomenon to be occasiolLed by Ii 

" thin vapour (or something r(,l!embling a vapour), which is seen over the 
{( ground in the hot weather in India, but this appearance was entirel} ditferent, 
" and, on looking along the grounn, no ,'apour whatever could be perceived .• • • 
" I shall not attempt to account for this appearance, but shall nlerely remurb, 
" that it !«'ems only to be found in level, smooth, and dry plo.ces," .Account 

of Caubu), p. 16. 

2()!;. In the Latin \'efiion tbis is spokf'n by the author in the firllt person 
(U ego Marelli qui hEe scribo,") ali if he perceived that it wuut('d all the weight 
of his personal authority to render it credible. The story howe\oer muy amount 
~ nolhiog Dlore tban that these robbers, havjng tbeir haunts in the neighbour-

hood 
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BOOK I. hood of mountains, nvaih>d themselves of the opportunity of thick mi8ts~ to 
make theil' attacks on tlte carnvans with the more security; whilst their know

CH~~~:'lV. lcdgj' flf the couotry enabled them to occupy tb~ halTOW de61es through 
which the travellers mUlit unavoidably pass. 

206. This eael1e of Kama/mi, or, according to another reading Knnosaiim, 
is not now to be discovered in ollr maps, but it may be remarked that the Penian 
warde Ji..hanah ai-salam signify " the house of safct,Y or peace." "A small 
" but neat tower" says Blpbinstonc" was IIccn in thi!> march (tbrough the 
" desert,) and we were told it was a place of refuge for travellen, against the 
" predatory hordes who illfe~t (he route of caravans," P. 17. 

CHAPTER XV. 

Of lite city Q/ Ormus, ,~i:uated on an i~lalld not for from the mail1, itt Ihe 
sea if India; fir its commercial importance; and qf the hot ,«,ind Irat 

hlows there. 

CHAP, xv. AT the extremity of the plain beforementioned as extemling in a 
southern direction to the distance of five days journey, there is a 
descent for about twenty miles, by a road that is extremely dangerous, 
from the multitude of robbers, by whom travellers arc continually 
assauJted and plundercd.207 This declivity conducts you to another 
plain, very beautiful in its appearance, two days journey in extent, and 
is called the plain of Onnu.s. Here you cross a number of handsome 
streams, see a country covered with date-palms, amongst which are 
found the francoline partridge, birds of the parrot kind, and a variety 
of others unknown to our climate. At length you reach the border of 
the ocean, where, upon an island, at no great distance from the shore, 
stands a city named Ormlts,ZO~ whose port is frequented by traders from 
aU parts of India, who bring spices a.nd drugs, precious stones, pearls, 
gold tissues, elepbant's teeth, and various other articles of mercbandise. 
'i'heee they dispose of to a different .. t of traders, by whom tbey .r. 

di'pened 
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OJspersed throughout the world. This city indeed js eminently 
commercial, has towns and castles dependant upon it, and js esteemed 
the principal place in the kingdom of Kierman,'lM Its ruler is named 
Ru/rmrdin Aclwmol .. ,210 who governs with absolute authocity. but at the 
same time acknowledges the king of Kicrman,211 as his liege lord. 
'Vhen a.ny foreign merchant happens to die within his jurisdiction, he 
confiscates the property, and deposits the amount in hi s treasury.:?I:! 

During the summer season the inhabitants do not remain in the city, 
on u,'count of the excessive heat, which rcnders the air unwhlllc-~ome. 
but retire to their g;'lrd(,lls along the shore or all the hanks of the ri\·cl's. 
where with a kind of ozier~work they cOllfilruct huts o\'cr the w:ltcr. 
These tlley enclose with stakes, driven in the water all tlte one side. 
and on the other upon the shore, making a covering of le,wcs to 
shelter tit em fi'om the SUIl. Here they reside during the period in 
which there blows, every day, from about the hour of nine nntil noon, 
a hUIII.wind so intensely hot as to impede respiratioll, and to occasion 
death by suffocating the person exposed to it. None can esenpe from 
its effects who are overtaken by it on the s~mdy plain.:m As soon as the 
approach of thi s wind is perceived by the inhabitants, they immerge 
themselves to the chin in water, and continue in that situation until 
it ceuses to blow.:JH In proof of the extraordinary degree of this 
heat, rdARCO POLO says that he happened to be in these parts when the 
following circumstance occurred. The ruler of Ornll/s having neglcct~d 
to pay his tribute to the king of Kierman, til(' latter took the resolution 
of enforcing it at the season when the principal inhabitants reside out 
of the city, upon the ma.in land, aud for thi~ purpose dispatched a 
body of troops, consisting of Rixtcen hundred horse. mlll fin" thousand 
foot, through the country of Reobarle. in order to seize them by 
surprise. In consequence, however, of their being misled by the guides, 
they failed to arrive at the place intended, before the approach of night, 
and halted to take repose in a. grove not far distant from Orml/.\'; but 
upon n:commencing their march in the morning. they werc assailed by 
this hot wind, and were all suffocated; not onc escaping to carry the 
fatal intelligence to his master. 'Vhen the people of 01WlUS became 
acqqainted with the event, and proceeded to bury the careases, in order 
that their stench might not infect tbe air, they found them so baked 
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by the inten~cness of the heat, that the limbs, upon being" handled 
sep:uatcd from the trunks, and it became necessary to dig the graves 
close to the spot where the bodies lay.:m 

NOTES. 

207. " In the mountain'! near llormu:!., it iii !mid, tbcrC' is much cultivated 
" lami, Dnd cattle, and many ", trong places. On every mOLlntain then' i .. a 
H chi('f: Ilnd they Imv(' IlIl allowance from thf' !lullan or sOl'crf'ign; yet tlwy 

" infest tll(, rCliuls of KinJlan, IIlIiI all fiLr as the honh'r" of Fan and S(j('stull. 
" They cOJllmit lIL('ir rohhl'Tit·" 0/1 foot; ami it i<; "nir\ that their "<ICC j~ of .\rnbian 
" origin, nnd that they have Ilccumulutcd vast ,,('alth." Sir W. Ouscl<,y'strunsl. 
of Ibn Hankol, p. 140. 

WS. The original city of Ormu% or llormti :: (called by Ptolemy Af~II(~ '1n)1.I{, by 
the Lutins AnnUM and Armu::ia, and by the PortuguPlie Ormu:; whil!>t the 
Arabians and Persiall ll prefix the son aspil'ate· und write the nnlll(' jr,lb IJonllliz ) 
wall situated on the t!astern "hare of UIP Gulf of Pt>rsia, ill th .. provinc(' of 
Mogostan, and kill~dom of Ilirtllflll. Ibn JJaukal, who i'l undC'r!>tood to )lnvc 

written nOOut the latter part or the tenth century, speaks e~identl.v of thts city, 
on die main, wIlen lie snyll: " Hf.m1Iu: is the emporium of the merchants in 
" Kirnuz" and th('ir chief seaport: it has mO'lqu('s and market.pla("c!I, and the 
C( merchahts residl" in the suburbs." P.142. It wa!l dcstroyC(i by one of till" princeli 
who reigned in Kinnan, of the Seljuk dynasty, a{"cording to <;ome accounts, or 
the bJoghul according to others. The exact period is not sutisfa.ctorily a8Cer~ 
tained. On thi~ occasion the inhabitants removed, with their mo .. t "aluable 
effect~, to thl' neighbouring island of .,,.fun ~Jr., "bout thirteen geographical 
mile! from the fonner ~jluatiull, where the foundation of thp IIf'W city of Hormu: 

or Ormut, dl"stined to acquire mill greater celebrity than the former, WDII laid; 
although under the disadvantage!! of wanting water, and of a soil imprE'gnated 
with 88.1t and sulphur. .Abuifeda, who wrote in the early part of the fourteenth 
century, and was a cotclIlporary of our autbor, dE'SCribes the imlUlar city, and 
says: " Qui earn vidit nostro hoc tempore, narravit mihi aliquis, ulitiquam 
" Hormuzum esse devastatam a Tartarorum incurflionibus, et ejus incoJas 
" transtulisse 8uas sedcs in insulam in mari sitam Zarun dictam, a continente 
': vicinam, in antique Hormuz~ occidcntem; HormuZI! nilsl1peresse nisi parum 
" quid vilis plebeeule. tI ThiR island wu taken from the nativ(! princell, in 1507, 
by tbe Portuguese, under the famous AlfoDia Albuquerque. U In their bands," 

oay. 
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sail Robertson, " Ormuz soon became the great mart from wh,ich the P('r<;ian 
" 'l"mpire, and all tile provinces of Asia to the wed of it, were supplied with the 
" productions of India; and n city which tbey buill 011 that burren island, dehli
" tute of water, was rendered OtiC of the I'.hicf seats of opulence, splendour, 
" and luxury ill the eastern world." llislorical J)isqtli~ition, p.l40. J.'rom them 

it was wrested, in 1622, by Shah Abbas, wilh the assi!ltanre of an Englillb 
squadron . Its fortifications. and other public structurCh were razed by that 

conqueror, and its commerce wat; transfl"rred to a place on tbe neighbouring c08st, 
called Gambrun, to which he gave the name of BandaI' Abbassi. But in the 
mean time the discovery of the passage from Europe hy tIle Cape of Good Hope 

operated' to divert the general trade iuto a new channel, and that which wa~ 
carried on by the medillm of ports in the Gulf of Persia, rapidly declined. In 
the year 1765, when Niehuhr visited these part~, the island on which Jlormll':' 
stood, was posselilied by a person who hnd been in the naval service of Nadir !3l1ah, 
and the place was become quite insignificant. 

209. By this must be meant, that Ormuz exceeded the otber cities in opulel1ce, 
and perhaps in population; but Sirgtln or Sirjtln, also called K irman, was tbe 

capital of what we term the province of that nurne, aud there the sovereign 
resided. 

210. In tbe list of sultanl of Ormuz furnished by Texeira in hi!' translation 

of the annals of Turan-shah, we find one named Rukn.cddin 1Ilahmud, who, 

although the dates are very imperfect, mlly be supposed to ha\'e reigned about 
the period of our author's visit to the gull" or Persia, and to be the prince here 
caUed Rukmcdin AdlOuwk. The Jatter name is evidently intended fOl' Ac/mul, 
in which mode that of Ahmed has bet'li commonly thougll improperly written, 
and it is well known that oriental writE'rs t/J('lUflf'h'cs fhquently commit errors 
by confounding the three names of Ahmed, ],Iulwmmed, and .Mahmud, being 
all derivativCli from the sa me root, ht'mrd ..M> , lIignifying "praise." The 
mistake therefore of our author amolluts to 110 more than his having given to 
this sultan or amfr, Rukn-eddin, the burname of Ahmed inlltead of the cognate 
one of Mahmud; and all we have not the meant-! of verifying Texeira'ii lillt, 
80me doubt may be entertained whetlH'r the formN is not the true reading. 

ill. No record of the kings of Kirman can be trated to a later date than 
the year 1187, when Malik Dinar, of the race of Ali (ll seyed) , expeHed the 
last of the Sc{juk priuces, Ilnd established hi.mself Oil the thronc; but under 

Hulagu and his successori, who conquered Perlia in the following century 
aod fhtmed a Moghul dynasty, it must have become again a province or fief 

of tia~ empire, governed (as it ia at the preseut day) by a branch of the 
o reigning 
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rcigniog family. De Barroe (Decade ii. liv. ii. cap. ii.) informs us that a Wg 
or chief of Orm". (in tbe di8trict of lJ'fogollun, on the maio) obtninp.d ~m 
bis neighbour, tbe Male!.. of Kdu, n cetlsion of the idand of Jerun, lying near 
his part of the coast, and established there a lIaval force, for the purpose of 
commanding the straits; tbat in the event of a war provoked by this assumption 
of power, be became mllster of tl1(> island of K~~:. also; that tbe king of Persia 
(or, rather, the ruler of Kirman,) to \\-hom the Malek had been used to pay 
tribute, marched an army iuto Mogostan nnd compelled the king of Ormuz to 
abandon his city on the continent and to take refuge io the islnnd of Jerun, 
where he founded the new city of Ormllz; that upon hi~ cODscnting to acknow~ 
ledge vassalage and pay tribute (a share of the tolls on shipping) to tile Pcl'tlian 
king, he was suffered to rE'main in po~<.;c<:'sion of both iblu.nds ; and tbu.t in his 
new establishment. he afterward~ reigned thirty yearl'l. 

The circuJDstanceFi thus stated hy De Barr08 agree in the material parhl with 
what our author relates at thi:. place, and, more particularly, in B. iii. chap. 
xliii; but the Portugucse historiun rcfel's aU tile transactions to tllO single 
reign of Gordun~shQIlJ who, he Rays, obtained the cession of Jerun in 1279, 
and who, lu'cortiin,!:' to Texf'ira's Jist, wbE're lie 18 named Az:-rddill Gordan shah, 
died in 1318. There is reason, however, to believo that he gives all unfounded 

extension to this reign, and that the earlier events spoken of belonged to those 
of Seif~ddin and Rukn-f'ddin, who were probably the fatllt'r and !trandfatlll~r 
of thai prince. 

A. the new Ormuz, when \'isited by OUl' author about th(' year J 29.9, was 
unquestionably of great opulence and commercial importance, there is ground 
for presuming that its establishment was much earlier than the period ubhigned 
to it by De Barros, and for adopting the account given by Dc Guigneh, who 
88,8! "Lell SeljoucidE'8 (whose power in that quarter was extinguished in lJ87) 
" par lenrs incuJ"II,ioDS ohligcrE'nt I~ habitau:-. de ~ retirer dam. utle ible voihinc, 
" situcc it l'embonchun' du golfe Persiqllt', oli its Mtirenl In v.ille qui suhah.le 
" aujourd 'hui sotls le weIDe Dom." Liv. v. p. 315. 

21.2. This odious right is known to have been exercised in Europe, in very 
modern days, under the name of "droit d'auhaine. " 

~HS, The hot wind known in Italy by the name of il sirotx:o, and in Africa 
by that of HtwrnaJ.atl, has been often described by trnvellers. In the deserts 
of the south of Persia its effects are perhaps more violent, as will appear from 
tbe following p8l188ge'l, which confirm in a striking manner our author'lJ nccount. 
II L'air" say. Chardin "est chand et sec tout Ie long du Golphe Penique, 
" a prendre de la Caramanic, jUMqu'au fleu\'e Indus. Et danl ces regions-Il,. 
" H 111 deB endroits OU la chaleur eat 6toutiwte et illiuppodable • cela mt!me 

" qui 
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!' .ui y ront nez, et qui n'en sont jnmni8 fotortie. II lear faut quitter leuNI MIU80ns 
U duraDt If'S quatre moib chauds dE" l'unnco, ot se retirer vers les montagncs. 
" Et dans cc terns-Iii ccux qui pour leur malheur sont obligcz de voyager en 
,< CC8 palM brulans, trou~cnt l('\' villages dCRcrt .. , exceptC sculement quelques 
II paunell ct miFlcrnblcs creatures qu'oll laissc I)OUt en prendre 80in •••••• Les 
U ('ndroits all. l'on Be retire sont des \'allec~, des montagnee. ct dC8 bois de 
U dalliers." Again he says, " on nppellc c{' "cnt pcstircre bad·samoum (",;- ..I~ 
(t bddi-Hlm/1m) •• •.•• Il he Il~\'C IIcuJemcnt cntre Ie quinzi<\mc JUIII ct Ie quin~ 
" zicme AoOt, qui cst Ie terns de I'C'XCCS'illC chaleur Ie Jon~ de co Golpho: ce 
" vent ($t siffiant tUt"C gmnd bruit j paroH rouge ct enflammt'j et tue les gens 
C( qu',1 frappe, pnr un municre d'Ctoulfemcnt, bur toul quand c'est de Jour." 
'I. ii. p, 7 et 9. 

" The winds in this desert" lIays Pottinger U urc onen 80 scorching (durin~ 
" the hot months from June tn Sepleml)('r) as to kill any thing, either animal 
U or vegetable, that may be expo~ed to them, and the route oy whicb J 
,: travelled is th<'D deemed impassable. Tbis wint! is distingushed every where 
" in Beloochistan, by tbe different name" of Julot or Julo, tht" flame, and Bade 
" sumoom, the pestilential wind . So powerfully searching is its nature, fhat 
" it has been known to kill ('ameh or other hardy allimals, and lis e(fectil on tbe 
" human frame 1\-ere related to me, by those who bad been eye-witnesses of them, 
" as the most dreu4ful that can be imagined; the muscle<; of the unhappy 

" liufferer bl'eOmc rigid and contracted; the skin shrivels; an agonizing sen
" sation, 8S if tbe flesh was on fire, pervades the whole frame, and in tbe last 
U Rtage it crack8 into deep gashes, producing IlClnorrhage, that quickly end tbis 
" mi8{!ry." P. 136. 

214, For this practice of immersion we JI8ve the testimony of Pietro della 
Valle, who was in the Gulf of Persia during the siege of Ormuz, and visited tbe 
island immediately after its falling into tia(' hand!:! of the Persians. "Rormu% 
H (he writes in his let((>r of the 18th January I(93) comunementc ~ i dinta la piM 

II calda terra del mondo. Non per rispetto del Ilito, cbe, stando "enti "ette 
" gradi in circa lantana dall' equinottiale, verso settentrione, nOD arriva alia 
" zona torrida ...• rna per 10. qualita propria della terra, chc e tuUa bale: e pel 
" ciu, il riverbero dc' raggi del sole in casu \~ tanto fervente, che di state non 
" si puo quasi soffrirc; in particolar quando tiran quei venti velellosi, de' quali, 
" in un altra min Jettf'ra daUa Penia, fed mentjon~, E mi dicoRa, che in certo 
" tempo dell' anno, Ie genti di 11 annuz non potrebbero v;vere, sc non vi 
H stessera qualcbe hora del giorno immerri j'fl'a/1a gola neff acqaw, cbe, a questo 
" DDe, in tutte Ie eo.8f', tengono in alcuRe Yaache, falte a posta." Although 
additlollal tCfltimony be not wanting, J shall gi1'e that of Scllillinger, an iotcUi· 

gent S".bi.D traveJ]or, who vieited tbe8C countries in the )ear J700, and furnishes 
o 2 II. good 
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a good description of lIormll'; and G'ambrdn. "Wl!.nn die grosse lIitzc cinfuU,,," 
he says "]t"gen sich die innwohlu'r dell gaRtzen tag durch ill dllrzu beqllemtf' 
" Wmsrr-lrogr, otler Iltehen in mit wasser 1lllgefiiUt.en Fasscl'II biB!! nn hals, 
U umb also zu ruben, und liieh der llnlcydcnllicben Hitzc ZII crwchren." 
Pcr!:>ianischc Reis, p.279. 

215. Th(' substnnce of thi,; !>tory i~ not hy any means improbable. ]f, a9 w<" 
may presume, the king 01' }{irm(lll did 1I0t posliesIJ any naval force, or ant" 
lIufficiently strong to cnable him to cocrct' tl\('lle illlllndcrs, he wuuld naturally 
have recourse to the expedient of (,lItrapping till> wealthy inhabituntr;, und 
retaining them as hostagell for tho paynl('nt of del1l1uuls, when h{' could find 
them 011 the mOuin land. 'l'hiil could ollly I>uccccd to allyextf'1l1 at the ~easoll 

when they were driven thither hy tim ('xces!>ive heatl'l, and when thf'Y would be 

ofT their guard in consequence of the lii lrppo!>ed impracticability of th(' march of 
troops under such circUlllf,hUlc('". TIJ(' {'veut proved the impolicy of the mellsurf'. 

The magnitude of the elll'my"" IO'lb wu., Ill'rhaps cXlIggf'rateu by the lIormuzian .. , 
With ltlglln.l 10 thl' IItalt" of th,· budi(''', 1I0\\,('\'cr cxtraonliuary the circum· 

stanC(>S may appear, they Of'P fully cOi'robornted hy Clmrdill, who, !!peaking 
further of this wind, sayiI, "bOil elli.-! Ie pIllS surprenant n'cst pur. Illl~mc 11.1 mol" 
U qu'il cause; c'cst qm: les corps qui en mClIrent, 80nt ('ommc di !>~ (lUS, san" 

" perdrc pourtantlcur figure, lIi lIlcme It'ur coulcur, f'n !';ode 'Iu'oll dir"it qu'ih; 
" nc 80llt qU'f'lIuormi~, (Iuoiqu'jl~ Noient Ilhlrts, et que !oj 011 Ie ... pnmd (11)(.'1(1"(' 

" part, la pic-ce demeurc it III main." lie lhcn proceed!! to adduce some rl'ccllt 
facts in proof of hi~ assertion. (I'. ii, p. 9, 4to.) Thl' analogy bl'lwet'n lhc two 
IIccounls is indccd AO s trong, that had our author bC('1l ti\(' la\t'1' lraw-li!'1' of lire 
Iwo, be would infallibly hal'c !well ,JCcusCiI of plugiarism: hut 1!1{'f(' \\('I'r 110 

writers whom he could copy; \\hil~t Chal'din'& reputation pluc(''> him ahol(' any 
In'''picion of thal naturc. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Qf tlte shipping emplo!Jed at Ormus; qf the season in which tlte .fi'uits arc 
produced; and qftlte manner qfliving and customs Q[tlte inhabitants. 

UIAP. XVI, THE vessels built at Ormus are of the worst kind, and dangerous for 
navigation; exposing the merchants and others who make use of them 
to great hazards. Their defects proceed from the circumstance of 

nails 
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nails not being employed in the construction; the wood being of too 
hard a quality. and liable to split or to crack like earthenware. When an 
attempt is made to drive a nail it rebounds, and is frequently broken. 
The planks arc bored, as carefully as po~sibici with an iron augrc, 
ncar the extremities; and wooden pins or trcnails being driven into 
them, they arc in this manner fa.stened (to the ':I tem u1ll1 stern). After 
this they are bound, or rather sewed together, with a kind of ropcyarn 
stripped from the husk of the Indian (coco) nut~. which arc of a large 
size, and covered with a fibrous stuff' like horse IUlir. This b(>ing 
steeped in water until the softer parls putrify. the threads or strings 
remain clean, and of these they make twine for sewing the planks, 
which lasts long under water.2J6 Pitch is not used for preserving the 
bottoms of' vessels, but they are smeared with an nil made from the fat 
of fish, and tllen caulked with oakum. The vessel has no morc than 
one mast, one helm, and one deck . .l l ] When she has taken in her 
Jading, it ie; covered over with hide!>, and upon these hides they place 
the horses which they carry to India. They have no iron anchors, but 
in their stCtltl employ another kind of ground~tnckle; 2PI the conse· 
(jucncc of "hich is, that in bad wcather, and these seas are "cry 
lcmpesluous, they are frequently dri\('n 011 shore and lost. 

l·hc inhabitants of the place arc of a dark colour, and are Mahome. 
tans. They sow their wheat, rice, and other grain, in the month of 
NO"'ember, and reap their har\,c:.t in March. 219 Tbt" fruits also the? 
gather in that month, with the e:\.ception or the dates, which arE' 
collected in May. Of these, with other ingredients, they make :t 

good kind of wine. 2::!o 'Vhen it is drunk, however, by persons not 
accustomed to the beverage, it occasions an immediate flux; uut upon 
their recovering from its first effects, it proves beneficial to them, :lnd 
contributes to render them fat. The food of the natives is differcut 
from ours; for were they to cat wheatcn bread and flesh meat their 
health would be injured. They live chiefly upon dates and :salted fish, 
such as thc thunnus, cepote (cepola tania), and others which from 
experience they know to be wholcsome.Z'21 Excepting in marshy places, 
tlle aoil of this country is not covered with grass, in consequence of the 
extreme heat, which burns up every thing. Upon the death of mCll of 
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BOOK 1. rank, their wives loudly bewail them, once in the course of each day, 
during foul' successive weeks; and there are also people to be found 

CHAP. XVL 
here who make such lamentations a profession, and are paid for utter-
ing them over the corpses of persons to whom t}ley are not related.2Z2 

NOTES. 

216. We know little of the shipping of the Gulf of Persia previously to thf' 
conquest of Dormus by the POl'tuguese; and sincc tbat period the juftucllce and 
example of these and other Europeans, have much changed the "ystem of PCnlian 
and Indian navigation; yet the account given by our author corresponds in e\'cry 
essential particular with the kind of vessel described by Niebuhr, in the following 
passage from his ,"uyuge: ;. A 1a tin quelques-uns de cee vuisseaux arrivcTent (it 

H Djidda) QU commencement de Dccembre. II y en avoit un entre autrell, qui 
U venoit d'Oman, et on nous conseillil de nous y emharquer: TrJrlid ('st Ie nom 
" que 1'0n donne a ceUe sorte de vaissell.ux. NoUl! nous htitiimee de ruIler voir, 
" complant de Ie trouver grand et commode: Dlais noml ne filmes pus peu surpris, 
" lorsqu'on nous mantra un batiment qui resembloit plutol it un tonneau, qu'ii. 
" un vsiesesu. II o'avoit que 7 toisCI! de long cf ~f de large. 11 t~toit sans 
(( tilisc. II n'y avoit presque aueun clou; les planches ctoi('ut fort mincc~, el, 
" pour ainsi dire, COUIUCS ensemble." T.i. p.228. Such also are the bonts 
employed at the present day on the coast (If Coromaudei, called dtelingucs by tht' 
French, and masulah boats by thtl English, wI.ieh arc thus d('~crihf'd h, Le 
Gentil : " M S bateaux dans lesquels IIC paesent ccs barres, se nomment clIelitl
" gues; ils sont faitli exprcs; co l'Ioot des planches mises rUlIc nu-dessull de l 'autre, 
" et cousu~s l'une.\ I'autre, avec du fil fait de l 'ccorce intcrieur du cocolier (de 
" la Doix du coco); les eoutures IIOnt calfutces avec de l'ctoupe faite de la meme 
" ccoroo, et enfoncce sanll beaucoup de fa~ons avec Ull mauvaill couteau. Lc 
" fond de ces bateaux ellt plat et forme comme lei bord.; ces bateaux De (iont 
" guere plus long. que larges, ct il n'cntre pas un seul clOll dans leur conatruc
II tion." Vogage, T . i. p. 540. This twinc, manufactured from the fibroua hUlk 
of the coconut (not from the hark of the tree, a& M. Le Gentill!UpPosed), i& well 
known in India by the name of coire, and ill worked into ropes for running-rigging 
and cables. 

217. That a veaaclebould have only one helm or rudder may be thought .uper_ 
• iluous information; but it is to be obaerved that the numeroul pra1»J which coyer 

the 
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the seas of the furtber Eut, are steered, in goneraJ, with two helms or Iramddis j 

and that such vellJels bad recently been under tbe notice of our autbor, in his 
pal8age to the Straits of MaIo.cca. 

218. Neither 81'e tbe vcuels of the Malays commonly provided with iron 
anchors: which 1 presume to be "hat is meant by " frrri di sora:~," although the 
term ill not to be met with either ill the general or the mUI iuc dictionaries. Their 
anellors arc formed of strong and heavy wood, have only one nrm or fluke, and 
are sunk by means of heavy stones attachf'd to them. Yel whO!Te these people 
have intercourse with Europeans, and can alford the cXpen!!c, they endeavour to 
procure our iron grapnuls. The cltaloupe.f in which tile N l'wfoundland fishe l), is 
corried on, Juntc wooden ancbors loaded with II tones . 

219. We might not upect to read of wheat being cultivated in 80 hot a climate, 
but the fact is welt ascertained. II Le pRin de froment " SR)''i Chanlin" cst en 
" usagl.' prc!>que par toute l 'Abie . " • .. En PerRe il y a diver .. ('nuroits ali 1'on en 
H mange lres~peu ; .. . •. . cepcndcnlon y trouve du pain par tout." T . ii. p. 59. 4to. 
H.tQlilton speak!! of large plains on the eastern shore of tho P cn;ian Gulf, " that 
" produce plenty of wheat and barley, and have good pasturage fol' horsCfl and 
" cattJe." New Account of tbe East Indies, Vol. i. p. 89. It is well known tbat 
excellent wbeat gl'OI+S in the upper prm,jnces of Bengal. 

220. What h /b usually been termed palm-wine, or toddy, is a liquor extracted 
from tree!> of the class of palms, by cutting off the shoot for fructification, and 
appl)ing to the wounded part, a vesfiel into which the liquor distils : but we 
read also of .m inebriating liquor preparNl from the ripe dah' ~, by htccping them 
in warm watt·r, until they undergo the vinou!> ft'rliltJIIlulion. Pottin!;cr, IIpeakl'1g 
of the people of Afukrall (adjoining to the province of Kirman ) says : II They liko;>
U wise drink great quantities of an intoxicating beverage, made from fermented 
" dates, which must he exceedingly pernicious in its eWects. " P. 306. In tbe 
Anabasis of Xel1ophon this liquor i!i spoken of as baving beell met with by tbe 
Greeks, in the villagc~ of Babylonia; and in the Illustration!! of that work by 
MojoI' Ronnel! (p. 118), the subject is fulJy invcstigated. 

221. U On en trnn .. porte Ie poihson sec par tout," says Chardin, H particulicre
" mcnt Ie ton, l'(, !'Iturgeon avec Ie caviar, Ie 88lunon, et une e .. pece de grandes 
H carpcs qu'onappeUc des/pic", qui (,5t de tr{> ~.bol\ )loi~wn ...... On npporte sur 
" lea el\tes de cc Golphe d'un poisson dont 10. cbair est roug<', et qui ptizc deux Il. 
" trois ceoslivtes, qu'on prend sur la cute d'Arabie, ct qu'on sale (omme Je 

" bCl'uf." T. ii. p. 33. 410. 

m. These 
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m. Tbeac cxcCflsivc lamentollons, 10 commnn in the call t and not unknown iD 

some parts of Europe, os well as tho practice of hiring professional mourners, 
hove h('cn oncn d('scribed by travcll(!r~. "r ,PM fl' nllllCII Aur tuut" says Chardin 
Ie s 'l'mportent aux: eX('cll d", fureur et de desolation leI plus outrez, qu'ellcs 
" entrem(lient de ]ongucs compiaintell, df' rceits tendres et taoohaRlI, ct dp. 
" doui f"rotl lH'R apostropbes au cadayrc insensible," T. ii. p. 385. II It i, uliual " 
says Fryer " to hi re people to loment; and the widow once a moon goel to 
" the grave "ilb her ucquaiutunc<, to repeat the doleful dirge." Account of 
East India and Peraia, p.94. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

Qf tlie counfry trnt'elled over upon leaving OroIlLS and returning 't' 
Kienllan by a different route ; and of a bitterness in the bread occa~i()lIed 

by the quality if' ,"_ water. 

cu.\I'. X\'Il . H .... VING spokcn of 0 1"nlUS I shall for thc }lTcsent defer treating of 
India, intending to make it the subject of a scparate Book,m and now 
return to KicNnan in n northerly direction.22.t Leaving ()rmus th (>rc~ 

fore and tak ing a different road to tlmt place, you enter upon a bcautiful 
plain~ producing ill ahl1 ndance every article of food; but the bread 
which 10 made from wheat grown in the country, cannot be eaten by 
those who have not Jearned to accommodate their palates to it ; 
having a bitter taste derived from the quality of the waters, which are 
all bitter and salsuginous. On every side you perceive warm, sanative 
streams, applicable to the cure of cutaneous and other bodiJy com
plaints. Dates and other fruits are in..great plenty. 

NOTES. 

223. India forms tbe principal subject of the Third Book. 

224. Onnu. 
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224. Ormu: and the province of Kirman being situated on tbe CaRtern I;ide 
of Persia t towards that region which the oriental geographers denominate Sind, 
our author might have been expected, after treating of them, to proceed to a 
description of the COIIJltric,> he had \·isitcd or heard of, in the direction of the 
Indus; but 8S h(' would thereby have been l£'d away from the remaining palt of 
Persia, 8f1 wen as from Khora~an and Tran<;oxiana, h(' prcfl'r<; taking u. northern 
course and returns to the capital of the province of Kinllan; which, it should 
be o~crved, is called by the same namt', and not hy that of SerjtJll, in the map!! 
of Malcolm anu of Pottingrr. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

Of the desert country bctu'cen Kiermnn mu{ K ohinam, and fir the bitter 
quality Q[ tile 'lI.'aler, 
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U paN leaving Kicrman and travelJing three days, you reach the CIIAI'. XVIJI. 

borders of a desert ~xtending to the distance of seven days journey, at 
the end of which you arrive at Kobinam.zz:. During the first three 
days (of these ~cven) but little water is to be met with, and that little 
is impregnated with snIt, green as grass, and so nauseous that none can 
use it as drink. Should even a drop of it be swallowed, frequent calls 
of nature will be occasioned; and the effect is the same from eating a 
grain of the salt made from this watcr.226 In consequence of this, 
persons who travel over the desert, are obliged to carry a provision of 
water along with them. The cattle however are compelled by thirst to 
drink such as they find; and a flux immediately ensues. In the course of 
thesc three days not one habitation is to be seen. The whole is urid 
and desolate. Cattle are not found there, because there is no subsis-
tence for them.21 On the fourth day you come to a rivcr of fresh 
water, but which has its channel for the most part under ground. In 
some parts, however, there are abrupt openings, caused by the force of 
the current, through which the stream becomes visible for a short space; 
and wKter is to be had in abundance. Here the wearied traveller stops 

P to 
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Jtf)OIC I. to refresh himself and his cattle after the fatigues of the prc('cding 
('HAP. XVIII, journcy,2211 The circumstances of the latter three days resemble thOSl' 

of the former, and conduct him at length to the town of Kobillam. 

NOTES. 

22j, Kobin(/.nI (which nallle apP('(lf"; with little v"ritttion in the lIevcnll copies) 
is the Kabis of ))'Auvillc, the ("labis of Edrisi, the ](h~bis, Khelllis, nntl 
Khubrir ~ of Ibn lIaukfll, und the Khubrrf of Pottingcr. "Khehd.f" sny" 
Ibn "uulml H if! a town on the ooroPl'fI of thili u<'Scrt, wilh running witter and 
" dale tr('c <; , From tlm1 to Durnk ill one m(,,./ii/clt; and tluring thi .. stage us 
" far ai the t'ye can reach, {'\'ery thing Wt'ur<; tll{' appearance of ruin nIH] lI('so
" latiou ; for theL'e j<; uot any kind of watl'r." Ou"cl('y'~ translation, p. 199. 
" Ht'rll Sirgian ad IlrbclU Clm/;jJ " 1i:!;)'S Edwu " se'Y cst stalioflUUl .•...• Juct't 
" aut('nt C"abi~ in ('xtremitatc maxinue ilJiU8 liolitudinis." P.IJ'O. "it formerly 
(( Rourished" wyll Pot linger " and wa'l the re.sidence of a Beglerh{'g UII th(' 
" part of the chief or :'t'i.I'lall, but now is n mib'erable decaYNI placl', :Uld the 
" inhabitant!; arl' notorioll'. robbl'l's und outca!'t" who Iluh~i !;t by inrt·sting thc 
" bighways of Khoral>un and Per .. ia, and plundering knrawaIl6." P.2?'J. 

226. The lialt'£Iprin~~ and plains incrllsted with salt, which Pottingl'1' met with 

in Kirman and the adjacent countrieA, are thUH t;(wkcn of: "We aOfiHed a river 
" of liquitl salt, so deep as to take my horse to tbe kn('CII j the surface of dw 
" tHain fur several huodJ"(>d yards Oil each ~ide, wall entirely hid hy a thick 
" incrustulion of white suit, resembling n fall of frozel! !OIJOW, that crackled 
" untier the 1101''>('5 hoof~." P.237. "The whole of these mountains (of Kil
l( hislwl) abound with mineral productions: in sevl.'rlll places tllere arc brooks 
" of liquid f;u lt, and pools of water cOlored "jtb a scum similar to tile' nnphtha, 

" or bitumen, found IIcar tho Caspian sea." P.312. "On the high road from 
" Kelat to Kutdt Gtmdm:a there is n range of IliUs, from which n l'ipecics of 

"salt, perfectly red in itl! colour, is ('xirn.cted, tbut possesscs very great 
" aptrjent qualitiefl. Sulphur and alum are to be had lit tbe same place." P.323. 
It would seem frOID it!! cficcb that the ~lllt of these deserts c.outains sulphate of 
magnesia, and the green colour noticed by our author may proceed from a 
mildure of sulphate of iron . 

• 227. U On the east," suyl! Ibn Haukal, "the desert of KhortJIon partly 'borders 
" the province of MaKran Ilnd partly $rietlan " to the soutb it has KirmtJ1J and· 

U Fars, and part of the borders of Isfahan •• •••• Thil detert i, almost tOtall,. 
H uninhabited 
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.. ( uinhabited and "'Bate .••... It is the haunt of robbers and thievee, and BOOK." 
" without 8 guide it i8 very difficult to lind the way through it; and one can -
(C only go by tbe well-known path~. The robbers abound in this desert because CI::IAP. XVIII. 

" it is situated on the confinc<; of 110 many dlftcrl:llt provinces. The principal Notel 

e( roads through it are tho<;c from bfa/mn to Rr,.Ij, fcom Kirman to Sejcstun, 
" from Fars and Kirman to KfuJrasan " the road of I"e:d 011 tbe horden of Fars~' 
" the road of Rtl:i and Kltubeis, and Ruother called ra/mll or the lIew Toad 
" from Klwrasan IOta Kirm(l/l." 1', J92-HH. 

228. Thill place of refreshment may perhaps Il(' f,lui, Jr- J \\ hieh Ibn lIaukal 
terms n stream of water in the debeTl, on the roud wlllch lJt'gin'l frum the Ktrman 
side. In another place he sayll it 19 olle d,.y·" Journey from Dura~, (mentioned 
in Note 225,) and descrihe<! it aI. li hroad watcr-(.oun.c of raUl-water. No 
notice, however, is there taken of Its passing under glound; and the Jdentit}, 
therefore, i~ not to be insisted upon j but the .,uhterrnlleou,; Jlas~age of rivers i& 
not very uncommon. T he instance of m06t Il<Jtoriety is /a Pet'le du lUwne. In 
England, the Mole derives itR name from that pecuhanty; ilnd in the lands of 
Cool ncar Gort, in Ireland, ! have witne'l';ed the circumbtances of a stream 
exactly ugreeillg with thos('O dcqcribed in the text. 

The stagcs on what Ibn Haukal t('rm8 th(' Now road from Kirman towards th(' 
north-east, ar£' thue; spoken of. " .From B ermanI' (the Bardsfur of U'J\m'llIe'!, 
" map) to Runnn, one !,;tage' here Rre dute trt'PS. .From thi<;, pas~mg into the 
(, desert, no buildings appear. TbeoC(> to Chtsm(h Sirab (a spring of clear water) 
" one Rtage. 1<'rom that to the village of Sa/cm, four stages of dellert. They 
" SRy this village belongs to Kirman." P.20g. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Of the to-am if KobiTUlm, and it.'i manrif'acturc!. 

KOBINAM is a large town,229 the inhabitants of which observe the law CHAP. XIX. 

of Mahomet. Here they make minors of highly polished steel, of a 
large size and very handsome.230 Much antimony or zinc is found in 
the country, and they procure tutty which makes an excellent colly-
rium, together with spodium, by the following process. They take , 
the crude ore from a vein that is known to yield such as is 6t for the 

P 2 purpose, 
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purpose. and put it into a heated furnace. Over the iurnace they pJace 
an iron grating formed of small bars set dose together. The smoke or 
vapour ascending from the orc in burning littachc! itself to the bars. 
and as it cools becomes hard. This is the tutty; whilst the gross and 
heavy part, which does not ascend, but remains as a cinder in the 
furnace. becomes the spodium,z:q 

NOTES. 

229. Sec Note 225 . 

.230. For lhC' f'xilltf"nrf" of thig particular manufacture I du not find any 
corresponding authority, in the meagre accounts we POSIiCIiS ot' thio; tract; 
but it iii reasonable to suppose tbat the tli .. covcry of the mode of "ilvcring 
plate glasb may havE" bad thl.' eRect of putting an cnd to the use of polished 
metal, for the purpose of mirron., us well here as in other coulltri('s. 

£31. In Note 183 a rea llon was assigned for supposing that by tile word 
" andanico" was menut antimony," whicb is stated by Cbul'din lind other!! 
to be found in the quarter of Persia llere spoken of; but from the procells of 
making tutty and IIpodium 80 particularly described ill thill place, we hhould 
be led to infer that lapis calaminar;, or zinc is the mint'rai to which (lUI' uuthOl' 
gives that narnc, or rather, tJIC name of which tlndallieo is the corruption. 
How fill' the qualitics of antimony and of zinc may rcnder them liable to 
he mistaken for each otber, I do not pretend to judge, but upon thig point 
thrre 8eems to I'xist a degree of uncertainty that may c:xcuge our author if 
he suppoRed tbat the former, inl'tcad of the laUer, was employed in the manufac~ 
tUI"e of tulia or tutty. "Tbe argillaceous earth" snys DoutiuR II of ,which tutty 
is mad(', is found in great quantities in tbe province of Persia called Kinnon, 
as J hue often been told by Persian Bnd Armenian merchants." Account 
ofDiJeaeetl, Natural Hist. &c. oftbe East Indies. Cbap. xiii. p. 180. Pottinger, 
in tbe journal of his traveJs through Beloochilhlll towards Kirmlln, speub 
of a caravansery "called Soormu-sitlg or tbe atone of antimony, a name 
which it deriTeli from the vast quantitiell or that mineral to be collected in 
the vicioity." P. 38. That the coUyrium 80 much in ule amongat tbe eastern 
people, called ,unne" L.~ by the Persians, and a'fiGn or ulfiam ~\ by the 
natives of Hindultan, hal tutty for it8 balis, ,.,ilI not, I IUppose be dilputed: 

but 
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but in the Peraian and Hindustani dictionaries it will be found that lurmtll BOOK •• 
and unjatl are Jikewise the terms for antimony. Whatever may be the proper 
application of the name", he is at least suhstantially correct in tbe fact that tutty, 
employed atl il collyrium or ophtbalmic unguent, i~ prepared from a mineral 
substance found in tbe province of Kinnall. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Q[ tile jourlley from Kobinam (0 the province if Timochain all tIle northcm 
corifines Q[ Persia; and if a purticular species of tree. 

LEAVING Kobinam YOll proceed over a desert of eight days journey, CH.W. X'\. 

exposed to great drought; neither fruits nor any kind of trees arc met 
with, !lnu what water if; found has a bitter taste. Traveller,) arc there. 
fore obligcli to carry with them 50 much as may he neccflsary for their 
sustenancc. Theil' cattle are constrained by thirst to drink sHch a<; 
the desert affords, which their owners endeavour to render palatable to 
them by mixing it with flour. At the end of eight days you reach the 
provincc of' Timocltain, ~ituated towards the north, on the borders of 
Persia, in which are many towns and strong piaces.lJ2 Therc is here 
an extensive plain remarkable for the production of a species of tree 
called the tree of the sun, and by Christians " arour secco, the dry or 
" fruitless 11·cc." Its nature and qualities are these. It is lofty, \\'it11 

II. large stem, having its leavcs green on the upper surface, but white or 
glaucous on the under. It produces husks or capsules like those in 
whieh the chestnut is enclosed, but these contain no fruit. The wood 
is solid and strong, and of lit yellow colour resembling the box.2:l:l 

There is no other species of tree ncar it for the space of an hundrcd 
mile~. excepting in one quarter where trees arc found within the 
distance of about ten miles. It is reported by the inhabitants of this 
distrkt that II. battle was fought there between Alexander and Darius.2.1.4 
The towns are well supplied with every necessary nod cOJlvenjence of 
life, the climate being temperate, and not subject to extremes either of 

heat 
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-.oOK I. heat or cold.23:. The pf'ople are of the MahQmetan religion. They 
CHAP. xx arc in general a handsome race, especially the women, wh'b, in my 

opinion, are the most beautiful in the world. 

NOTES. 

232. h hac; already been shewn ( in Note 165) that the Timocain or Tlmochaill 

of our tex t, if> 110 other than Damaghdll I,;)I.MI,) a place of considerable importance 
on th(' north-pastern confioC'l of Persia, having the ancit'Dt Byrc8ma, from 
which it j" separated by II chain of mowltain~, to tbe north, the provlllc(' 
of KltwfUan to the ('ust, and the small province of KUlIIit, of which It i<; 
the capital, together with the &a it·dcsprt, to the lIouth. In till!. ncighbourllood 
it was tLal Gha:rm tIle nvll of Arglllm, heir to the tiliOIlC of Pt'f"'Iin, thell 
occupied by hie uode, wu<; stationed with un army to guard the Important 
Pass of KhOtEOT or the Caspian straits, at the period of tlu' arrtyul of tbe POLO 

family from China. and tuithcr they were directed to proceed, in ordel' to 
dclivel' into hi~ bands their preciolls charge, a prince'>B of th(· houlOc of Kublul. 

233. Thi~ tree, to which the lIame of arbor sceeo WUII applied, would sef'rn 
to be a IIpecies of fngm, Dnd to partake of the character of tilt" chc"tnut. nllt 

from tbe following pas"age" Wf' "hall be justified in comidering it wu" intend('d 
tor a variE'ty of tilt! plat rill'" or plane-tree. The epithet or "sccco" !I<'Cm<; 
to imply nothing more thull thi~; thnt when the form or the hUl,1.. promisc'! illl 
edible nut) tbe fitranger who gatbE'rs it is disappointed on findlRg no pcrcepllbi(' 
contents, or ollly a ury aod tasteic!.s seed. 

In the voyage of OleariuB, hp thu!. describe!. a certain kind of tree : "II!, 
U (II'S Perses) aiment particulil\re ment une espece d'orbre, in('ogn(>u en Europe, 
" appellee h;inar (chinClr J~)' tant it cause dp sa beautC que de I'ombrc qu'il 
" fait. 11 etit de lu hauteut' et groe,>eur du pill, ayant 10. fCllille large ct semblable 
" a. celie de la vigne. Son fruit ressen.bll' a n08 marons, quand ils ont eneore 
" leur brou, ruais iI Il'(' ~t pas bon" manger. Son bois est brlln et ondoye." 
Voy. de Moscovi(' en Pel'l'C, p. 377, 4to. More directly to our purpose arc 
the following remarks of Silvestre de Suey upon tbe supposed unproductive 
quality of the platanu$. "Ma seconde obacrvation" 8nys my learned friend 
" cat relative ii 1a pretC'ncl ue stcrilite du platanc dont parle Ie m{!me Kazwini, 
" quoique, duos un autre endroit, ae contredisant Jui.m~me, it fuue mention 
(, du fruit de eet arbre. Je ne sais si eifectivement If' platane eat sterile a 
" certaines latitudes; maia il semble que sa !t~rilit6 soit pauee en proVft'be 

" parmi 
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a pnrmi q~elque!l Orientaux: car dans un reeueil de divcrses sentences morales 
" dl'9 SllllltellS ou Chretien!! de Saint-.Jeun, public rccernment par le nvunt 

" M. Lor!!ooch, 011 trouvc celk'-Ci: (L'homnw vain ot glorieux ressemble Ii 
" 'un beau platane riche en famenu", maili qui 1\(" produit et n 'off'rc aucuu 
" 'fruit l'l 1-011 maitre.' Au 8urplu~, Ie t-(' n~ de c(' I'w\Nbc [,(,ut Nrc que](' 
" fruit du plntanc ll'c '4l bOil i. rien. !\t. L. (emU1l"I' (I ccUe occasion (lue 
" dilllR certaiu!! dicljollnaire~, )(' 110m Syriaquc (Iu platarll') c~t traduit par 

"cll,illl ignirr, ct fllI ' .l lie fl ail ~lIr quel fondcllU'u t." it(' lali un de l'Egyptf', 
Noll''', p.81. He th en pwt· (·(,ds to a~~jgll tire pruhahk ground of thi !> nI . ... lal. t. 
alUong~1 the lexicographers; but the ullcertaiuly ihr-If i~ ~ufiicJt'llt apology for 
our author, \Vito may be prei;uulI)d to have givell the tle~cl iptwu rather flom 
the popuhll' story than from hi li own cA1Ulllnatioll , and who wight lIa\I' "pol,PII of 
the tree lt ~ a ("tis/mums, because of tlwl lie had more f.ltnlliar ),,11 0 \\ it,.ige, 

than of tile' p(al(J/lus. It is dt'':lcrving of remark lliat the nltlLle of arbor ~ccco 

is fm it! 10 Im v!' been applied to it by the Chri!.tiltll~; who lIIay llave bpel! t"o~c H'ry 
Chri!>tinml of St. .Iohn whose authority if! quoted hy M. Lor .. bach. With tl''''pect to 
il l> native appellation of " tr('e of the sun," 1 lind nothing thai ~f' rvt· .. tllrc('tiy to 

canllrm it: but as the di ~trict where it grew WIU probably on tlu' hol'tlrr~ of the 

dcsert of ](JIO/'{/)flll, and as thi!:> lIame is formed from lui' old P{'r".,1ll \I ord 1\.110), • 

.,ib'lIifying " the "'U Il ," J caliliot but ~u~pect sOllie allu~ion to tlt"t circllm .. tance, 
Olnd that the trl' (' mil), in fact , have heen iI(>nolllinatcd the tree of K hor-(/sfln. 

" Toucllllnl I'ori;ine de cc mot," ~ay!! D'Herbelot, " Ie Ui'ognlphc Persicn 
" re marflut' qUt' In 1II0t de Khor ou X /lOur !>ignifiC' !ioleil, ct (JSf(I1l, li('u habit, ·. 
" C'('st pourr,uoy, par Ie mot de Khoras9an, on entend unt! gl"dnde t:temlnc ill' 

" pay!> du (A'He du &oieil, c'cst-a-dire, du soleillcvnnt. " 

231 . The IJ.st battle foughl between Alcxaudcr and D ;l rjll~ wa., lit .\lb('l" 
(Arbil), il1 Kurdistan, liot far frolll the Tigris, but in the ,"ulN'qllent op('rntlolb, 
the vunqui .. hctl king of Peroia \-las pur~u{'d from Ecbatana rllamackJrt), through 
the CU!.Jlian Straib or pas., of X/lOwaT, which Alexander', troop" pCIl l'l raled 

without 0Pl'osition, into the pro\'illcc of Comi..cue ( A:Ullli~) , of \o\1,ich lIt'ca ~ 
tompylos (l<upposed to be J),mlllg, hn7l) was the capital; nnr (Ii .1 th .. pnr<;uil ccase 
IIntil the unfortunate monarch was murdered by his own ... lIhjt,.I .. , nut hu' from the 
latter city. Alell:(llidcr himself Ildvunced by a nearer wa~ , hut acro!.s a t1 c~ert 
(,lItirely destitute of water. 'l'raditioru. J'('sp<'cting the l\1at'I' doaiuLI concl Ll t'ror 
abound in this part of the country, instances of which " ill lier('artcl' (K·cur. 

iS5. The mildness of the climal<" and at the some fiu1t' il~ t"trelll(, UI1-

hClllthinN'-s, along tho 80uth('rn shore of the Ca'!piall, i .. IllItlretl by Olcnrius, 

CbBrdin, and atller traveUef!J; but the di!ltrict ubout J)tlmoghwl, here. spokf'u 
"f, is 8epll.Tl.ted bJ' a chain of mountBina from the 1>WBmpy ,,',lcl betwC('1I ,tlstcrabad 

and 

HJ. 

no~", 
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-.wOK I. and Ferhahad (the pJaces cbietlt visited by Europeans doring the reiln'of SJuJIl 
Abbas, who frequently beld his court in tbem,) aud occupies a .cb morc 

(,BAP. xx. I d . 

I"ote~. 
e evatc reglOJl. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

qf tlte old mall of tire mountain i 0/ /,is palace and gardens; Q{ Ili~ 
l:aplure and Itis deat/t. 

1..11. ... 1', }"M. HAYING spoken of this coulltry, mention shall now be made of the 
old man of the mountain.'lJ(, The district in which his resilience lay, 

obtained the name of Mult'het, ~jgllifying in thc language of the 
Saracens, the place of heretics, and his people that of Alulelwliles 'l37 

01' holders of heretical tenets; as we apply the tcrm of Polilariui to 
certain heretics amongst Chri'!tjans.'lJ~ The following account of this 
chief, M ARCO POLO testi6eM to his having heart1 from sundry persons. 
He was named Alo.erldin,239 and his religion was that of Mahomet. In 

a beautiful valley C'nclosed between two lofty mountains, he hall formed 
a )uxurioll 'i garden, storcd with evet·y delicious fruit and every fragrant 
shrub that could be procured. Palaces of various sizes and forms were 
erected in different parts of the grollnds, ornamented with WOI ks in 
gold, with paintings, and with furniture of' rich silks. By means of 
small conduits contrived in these buildings, streams of winc, milk, 
honey, and some of pure water, were seen to flow in every direction. 
The inhabitants of these palaces were elegant and beautiful damscls, 
accomplished in the arts of singing, playing upon all sorts of musical 
instruments, dancing, and especially those of dalliance and amorous 
allurement. Clothed in rich dresses they were seen continually sport
ing and amusing themse~ves in the garden and pavilions; their female 
guardians being confined within doors, and never suffered to appear. 
The object which the chief had in view in forming a garden of this 
fascinating kind, was this: that Mahomet having promised to those 
who should obey his will the enjoyments of Paradise, where every 

species of sensual gratification should be found, in the society of 
beautiful 



TRAVELS OF MA~,CO POLO. 

beautifw nymphs; he was desirous of its being understood by .his 
followe~, that he also was a prophet and the compeer of Mahomet, 
and llad the power of admitting to paradise such as he should chuse to 
favour. In order that none without his license might find their way 
into this delicious valley, he caused a strong anel inexpugnable castle 
to be erected at the opening of it; through which the entry was by a 
secret passage. At his court, likewise, this chief entertained a 
number of youths, from the age of twelve to twenty years, selected 
from the inhabitants of the surrounding mountains, who shewed a 
disposition for martial exercises, and appeared to possess the quality 
of daring courage. To them he was in the daily practice of dis. 
coursing on\ the su~ject of the paradi .. e announced by the Prophet, and 
of his own power of granting admission; and at certain times he caused 
draughts of a soporific nature to be administered to ten or a dozen 
of the youths; and when half dead with sleep, he had them conveyed 
to the several apartments of the palaces in the garden. Upon awaken
ing from this state of lethargy, their senSC50 were struck y,ith all the 
delightful objects that have been described, and each perceived himself 
surrounded by lovely damsels, singing, playing, and attracting his 
regards by the most fa.~cillating caresses j serving him also y,ith delicate 
viands and exquisite wines; until intoxicated with excess of enjoyment, 
amid!>t actual rivulets of milk and wine, he believed him!.clf assuredly 
in paradise, and felt an unwillingness to relinquish its delights. When 
four or 61'e days had thll l'> been passed, they were thrown ollce more 
into a state of somnolency, and carried out of the garden. Upon their 
being introducetl to his presence, and qllcstioncd by him as to where 
they had been, their answer was, " in paradise, through the favour of 
" your highness:" and then before the whole court, who listened to 
them with eager curiosity and astonishment, they gave a circumstantial 
account of the scenes to which they had been witnesses. The chief 
thereupon addressing them, said: H we have the assurances of our 
It Prophet that he who defends his lord shall inherit paradise, and if 
It you shew yourselves devoted to the obedience of my orders, that 
It happy lot awaits you." Animated to enthusiasm by words of tllis 
nature, all deemed themselves happy to receive the commands of their 
master, and were forwllrd to die in his service.240 The cOllsequence of 
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thi., syltem W88, that when 8UY-of the neighbouring princes, 01' others. 
gAve umbrage to this chief, they were put to death by the!Je his disci
plined assassins; none of whom felt terror at the risk of losing their 
own lives. which they held in little estimation, provided they could 
execute their master's will. On tbis account his tyranny bt!came the 
subject of dread in all the surrounding countries.U1 He had also 
constituted two deputies or representatives of himself, of' whom one 
had his residence in the vicinity of Damascus, and the other in Kurdis.. 
tan ; 2~2 and these pursued the plan he had established, for training 
their young dependants. Thus there was no person bowf>ver powerful, 
who having become exposed to the enmity of the Old man of the 

mountain. could escape assassination. His territory being sitnatRd 
witJlin the dominions of U/aU (Hulagu). the brothel' of the grand Hum 
(Mang;u). that prince had information of hi'! atrociolls practices. as 

above related, as well as of his employing people to rob travellers in 
their passage through hi~ country, and in the year 1262, sent one of 
his armies to besiege this chief in his castle. It proved. however, so 

capable of defence. that for three yeals no impression could be made 
upon it j until at length he was forced to surrender from the want of 
provisions, and being made prisoner, was put to death. His castle wa!lo 
dismantled. and his garden of Paradise destroyed.243 

NOTES. 

236. Tbe appellation so well known i.n the hi,,(ories of the crusades, of" Old 
" maD of the mountain," :it an injudicious version (for which it would seem thpy 
were fint indebted to our author or hill carl,. translators) of the Arabic title 

,~aiJebol~' ~. lignifying" Chief of the mountainous r('gioll." But 
.. th~ word "lheikh,"like "signor" and somt' otber Europoon term R, bears the 
meaDiDi of" Elder," 8S well aa of" Lord or Chief," a cboice of interpretations 
.as offered, and tbe less appropriate adopted. Tb(' places where this penonagl', 
who "88 tbe head of a religiou9 or fanatical aect, exerciaed tbEl rights of Sover
eignty, were the cutles of AltJmut, Lanu;r, Rirdkuh, and ftfaimull-diz, and tbe 
district of RudIHw; all ilitunled within the )imits of that province wbich the 

Penians name Kulullan f,;)uj, and tbe Arabians AWebal ~'. "La p08ition 
d' AlatMld" .,. De Seey, in his M~moire .ur la dynastie des Assassins et lur 
l'origiDe de leur nom, U sitaee au milieu d'un pa)'tl de montagnt'l, fit appeJer Ie 

U prince 
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'" prince qui y regnoilwcheikh-aldjebal, c'ellt-I\-dire, Ie JCW/tfI.ou prinee des mon· 
" t.gO!!!., et l'cquivoque du mol scheikh, qui signifie ega)emeQt~eUlardet [WIner, 

" a doone lieu BUlt historiens des croi'lade\l et 811 c61ebre voyageur Marc Pol, de 
,I Ie Dommer Ie Vieux de la montagne." 

!i37. This eorrect application of the Arahic h'rm (' ftfulc1lrt or Mulehed ~, 
111 one of the mnny unquestionable proof .. of the genuineness of our author's 
relation, and 'Would be 8uffici{'nt to removp the doubts of any learned and candid 
inquirers on tIl[' subjed of Jlis acquaintnllccwith oriental matters. Under the 
article ltlelahedah, in the Bibliotbeluc Orlcl1tl1le of D'Uerhelot, we read: 
" C'esl )e pluricr de Melhed, qui signifie UII tmplc, un hornme saili. religion. 
" Mdahedah Ktih~stQn: J,('I> llUpies de 111 Montagne. C'est ainst que BOIlt 
" appelle .. Jell le:maclians qui ont rt-gnc dans I'IraTl, et particulien'ment danslu 
" partie monteuse de la Perse." 

Tbil'l opprobrious epithet wus bcstow£'d h) the orthodox lIIusulman'O upon the 
fHnalic sect of lsmaelians, Dateniam, or, a'l they style themsclvCf;, Rrjfk J-J) 
or Friends, "ho, until'r the influence of an adv(,lIturer named JIasan ben StWbalt, 

began to flourish in Persia ahout the yeur 1090, during the reign of .Malik ,hah 
Jelol eddin, third sovereign of the Scljukisli dynasty. Wltl. re!OJWd to tbo two 

grand divisioOl, of the mu,u1man politicul faith, they prof('1!!oed them&eh'es to 
belong to the Shrahs or Raftdhi ~) (as they::are termed by their adversaric~) 
who maintain the legitimate right to the klwJijal in the desccmJants of Ali. Their 
particular tenets, which appear to be conn{,'Cted M'ith tilo!oe of the more ancient 
Karlllats and modern Wahabis, will b(' found in lhl' following pa'!sage from the 
work of M. Jourdain, intitleli, "Notice de I'Hilitoirc Univel'gellc de MirkhoTl(I, 
" "uivie de l'Hiatoire de la Dynastic des lsmueiiens de Perse, exlraite du mcme 
" ouvrage, en Persan £'t ell Frant;ois," Paris 1812, 410.: "Le sultan Si"dgar 
" ctant venu it. Rh ct 8ya1lt envo)e quelque .. pCNlonnes it Alamoul pour ,'informer 
" de In croyance des Ismatllicll~, c('lIx-(:i r{'pondiN'nt DUX envaye,,: 'Void queUe 
" 'est notre doctrine' i1 fnut croire a I' unite de Dit'u, ef reconnoitre que Ia 
U 'veritable snges'l(' ct Ie sens droit con~i"llent it. ugir conformcmcnl it la parole 
" 'de Dieu et au commandemcnt de !Ion Cll\'oyc et a regler till conduite sur les 
U f lois de la sainte religion, ainlli qU'ellcs sont expm.ces dans Ie livre de Dieu; 
(( , eommt' nUllsi il fitut croire k tout ce qui est contenu lIoit dans I'alcoran, soit 
U 'daDs leI parole!! du prophcte, touc11ant J'origine des cboses et lit vic future, 

" 'lei reeompenlles at les cbtltimen'S, et Ie jour de jugt'ment et dt' In resurrection; 
" 'il n'est permis a personne de s'en rApporter a son prorre jugementrelative
" , meflt' .ucllne des lois de Dien, ni d'en changrr une aenle lettre," p. 52. 
" Un des earactcrell particuliel'1l de ceUe secte (8Ilys Dc Suey, in hili Memoire on 
~I tbe dynalty of the A_aain\!) c'est qu'elle expliquait d'une maniere aU6gorique 
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" tODlles pr6t.eptll de la loi mlllDImane; et celte allegorie etait pouAee Ii Ipin 
" par quelques-uns dee doeteurs bmaeliens, qU'elle nc tendail II riet] moina qu'u 
" dctruire loute culte. public, et Ii clever une doctrine purcment phil080phique 
(( et Wle Rlora!e tres-licencieuse, sur ICII ruines de toute revelntion ct de toute 
" autoriM divine." p.4. "NOllS devolls obs,'rver qu(' llosoll ct lell deux princes 
" qui lui suceederent dans 111 souverainctc Imr Ic8 JsmaeiienM de Pt'rsc ct de Syric, 
H quoique attaches BUX dogmes partie-uliers de cctte scctE", ne laiMsaicnt pas 
" cepeodant de pratiquer fidclemcnt foutes les lois de l'hlumisme; muis SOU8 Ie 
" quatriemc prince de ccUe dynastic, it survint UII grand cbangemcnt danlJ In 
" religion de8 iemaimen!l. Celni.ci, nonvnc Hasan fils de l'tlo/lammt!fi, pretendit 
" nvoir r~u de ]'lmarn dell ordres secrets, en \'erlu desqucls il aholit J('!l prali. 
" qucs exMricures du culle musllimnn, pt'rmit a scs tiuj<'l!I de hoirc clu lin , l't I('!I 
C( dispensa de toutes le8 obligntions que In loi lie Muholll(>t illlplI!;(, ;\ "t'!! I>Cctn
H teurs. ]) publin que lit connoi!<sance du "ens alll··gorique lies precrples di!<pcnsc 
" dp l'ob~f\rvation du sens lill~r:ll) ct mt~rita aiu"j nllx [~m<lcliells )<' nom de 

" Molahcd, C'e&t a dire', impics, nom SOliS 1t>q1lf'\ ils ('it>llt Ie 1'111" SOIlVC'llt Ill> ' i~ncs 
" pnr les ccrivains orientaux." P. vii. 

238. U Paterini, dieti pr~tcrca lucrctici ValdenAium !iC'etRI'ii, dC' quorum 
" appellationc sic Constitutio Frederici 11. cnntr<l JllPrctirofi apud Vadclingum un. 

" 1254. n. 14. In cxeOlplum Martyrllnl, qui pro lidl~ catholica malt~ria !luoic· 
" runt, Patnrcnos 8e nominant, vcluti cxpof;ilOS pa<';!'iol1i: .1ac-ohll~ Pdr. Luc
" caros in Annalib. Ragusien;;ih. lib. I. p. 17. tradit I'X Chronic-is Bosuici!l ('t 

H Petro Livio Veronen!,.C, sic nuncupalos "da Pa/erno Nomnno Ittr,,·tiro }It'uimo, 
" ch~ r;cO'IJN"o in Barna, c .~par.tc srmiddla SUfi f/illliotk(l dufiriJlft ill 1//11 ,10 rf'p,JlO, 

" e nd J>ucato di Chamo." "QlIidnm ~ic lJuneupalo;, \'olullt (jllOd O"aliOllis 

" dominiclI! reeitatione fillimri ile putarent." Du Cange, filossnriullI :ul t.erip
tores media!' ct inlimte Latinitntis. The Pat~rini are more generally known by 
the names or Waldcn§c~, Albigensc!', and amongst the lo'rC'nch writers by that of 
Palalin, or Pa[~lin$. 

239. Airwddi1l, tbe JsmnoliDn prinre, WDS killed, after a long rf'ign, about 
the end of the yt>8r 12.')5, nnd wa.; lIu('cf'C'(IC'd hy Rllkn-rddin lim AltH:ddin, who 

reigned only one year before the destruction of bis power under the circum
stancel our autbor proceeds to rp}ate. He ill correct therefore in attributing the 
actionl which roused the indignation of tbe world, to the formt'r; but he doell 
not appear to have befon aware that it waB tbe son againd whom the attack of 

tbe MogbuJI wal directed; although the e:zpcdition must have been undertak(m 
againBt ,A/Heidi", the father. The milltake was very neus.ble at a period when 
there were no g"lettt, to which he eould refer for EDore precise information. 

240. This 



TRAVELS OJ.' MARCO POLO: 

9&0. This ItOry, although evideutly a romantic exaggera.tMm and bottowed in 
a great degree froID th£" excellent tale of Abu HamUl, in the" Thousand and 
one nightfl," was nev£"rtheless the current belief of tbe people of Asia, who 
seem to have thought it necessary to assign ex traor41mary causes for aD effect 100 
tlurprising nil tbat of the implicit devotion of thc"£' rcligiou'J enthusiasts to the 
arbitrary will of their maslpr. It" w,mt or truth in point of historical fact, must 
not, therefore, be eharged to til(' accollnt of M A R( 0 POLO , however we may 
aWed to smile at his credulity. Divl'st£'d of tll(' marvellolls, we find the edu
cation of (h('se juvenile fanatics tim .. dc<;cribed hy the author of L'Hilotoire 
de8 11 uns: "Il tit cl£'ver plusieure tie "f'S ~u.let~ dan~ deB endroits secrets ct 
" dlIJicicllX, ou il leur fail>Uit opprcndr£' plusipur'l iangUf'B, daRIl Ie des!>cin dt" 
I( lell envo)er en'luite (>n dilfcren" enill'oit" pour a""a~siner les princes qu'i1 
U n'aimoit pall, sans faire aucune di .. lllIction du Chretien ui tlu l\tahomclan , 
u 11 pronwtloit it. cM jeun('s gells, qlle .,' ii .. eXcc litoi cnt <;c!> ordrcs, il lo jOlliroicllt, 
u npn!s lC'ur mort, de p)ai .. il'B elertll' l .. el JlllL ~ ddici('ux que ceux dont jls 
" uvoienl jou; dan" les endroil~ lIll il .. a\'o l<,'nl "'te c\('vcs. AUsI:!i etoit-il 
" toujours oht·i," Liv, "i, p,3.J1. 

Although the Jl Il IUC of A ~.,as~ill, a .. nppheti to Ih('~e peop\f', doe'! not occur in 
my IHllhor, I1l1d I am not ca llee! upo n to lli ~c u .. ~ the suhjcct of ib et)'mology, 
"hich ha~ het'u umatisfactorily attelllpll"U h) mall) writers, 1 cannot dt"ny 
mYlielf the plf'a~urc of mentioning :111 trlgl'"iou ~ and very probable coujcClure 
proposed in lil t' M~'lIlo i rl' Iwfore rcf('rr£'ti to: ,. Quant it 1'origiu(' du nom dont iI 
" s'agit " ~a)s De Sac)' U quoiquc .Ie !Ie rail' appnR(, d'uucun des historicns 
" orientaux que j'ai con~ll1tc~, je lie (\0111(' l'(I(nt que cettc denominatwil n'a it 
,. cl'! dOIiIlt'(· aux I"mn{'liens iI. CIIII~(' tic I'U~.'~C q!l'd~ fili~ai('nt d'une liqueur au 

" d' lIn(' p,cparation (,lIivranlt', rOn1l1l£' l'L1rure' J,ms tout I'Orirnt ~oll'; Ie nom 
" de /msrllHrh J.--:.>.. Les It'u ill l'~ de dM IIl'l'P, ct quelquefoi& d'autreil parties 
u de ce vegetal, forment la bllse d(' ('('itl' preparation que 1'on employe de 
" dilferelltes mll uic res, soit en liqueu r, !'oil SOll8 forme de confections ou de 
" pastillps, soit mt! me ell fumjgation~ . L'iv r('~se produile par Ie hmrllisch jeU(' 
" dans ulle lIorte d'cxtaw par('ill(' a cdlt· que Ie!! orienlau.\. sc pl'Ocurt>nt par 
" l'usage de I'opium .. , ••. Ceux 'lui !.c linNll it. c('t Ull~lge !'iout em'ore appl'lcq 
" aujourd'hui /laschischill ct Jlasrhmc/un, et res deux el1pr(,lIo~ion~ d,fl'crentes 
" font voir pourquoi les hmaelicns Ollt etc nomme" par les hi~torje li S des 
"CroisHdt>II, i'tnlot .Assissini, et tontOt Assassin;." P. D. Havillg slated an 
objection wbich he thinks might be made to this ct) molo~y 011 the grounds of 
the deliberate porpC'tration of the acts performl'd by the hmlleliuns, &0 different 
from tbe frantic excesses of persons into.\icatcd with bang i he Opp08CB to this 
tbfl authority of MARCO POJ.o (" ce \'o)'Hgeur dont la vcracile est aujourd'ho,i 
H generalement reconnue," ) and gives an eloquent paraphrase of our author'!', 
description of tbe means elllllloycd by fhcir chief 10 illfdluatl! the Sen !l(!8 of 

hi!:! 

CHAl'. XXI, 



UI 'TRAVELS OF MA1ICO POLO • 

.. L hNi devotees. He ~eD proceedl £0 flay: "Qu.and on ,uppOierait quelque 
" eXlLgeration clans Ie rOcit du voyageur VeDitieu, quand ml;me au lieu de 

CHAP. XXI. "uoire n. l'ewtcncc de C~ jardiGa eothanles, allA!lItee cependllnt par pluliieun 
NnIC~, I I . ., 

If autreil ecrivains, all rctluirllit toutes es mcneil ell de ce lIeJour maglque a. 

" un fantl)me. produit par l'imngination cxnlt6c de ees jeunes g("ns cnines 
" par Ie /Ilucwch, et que depuis I'enfancc on avait beret: de l'imuge de ce 
" llonheur, it n'en strait pas moins vrai que 1'011 retrollvc ici J'UlHlge d'une 
" liqueur de.tince Ii cngourdir Ics seilS, et dan B laqucllc on lie lillurait meean· 
" naitra teUe dont l '(>lltpioi, au plutOt I'abus, ellt rcplllldu aujourd' bui dans 
" une gnmde pattie de l'Asie at de l'Afrique." From my 01'0'11 observation of 
the UjjC and effects of opium and thc preparation of bemp vulgarly culled bong, 
amongst thl' people of the East, I CUll a~ert, in support of the foregoing in
ference, (bat although taken in large doses by those who resolve upon indi.'1-
criminutc murder, they are also administererl for the puq'lOlSc of elevating the 
courage, by diminishing the terrors of death, in spt"cific enterprises; but by 

far the most common uhjt:c1 in hUl-iug recourse to thf'lll, is to exhilarate the feel
ings by B luxurious lIrer.i~q; of intoxication; although ilttt'udcd with the ulterior 
effect of stupir) iug lind enervnting. 

241. "Nou!! en avons deli exempiCl"," SU.)'1i D'Hcrbelot "dall8 Amir Bil/alt, 
" khalifc d'Egyple, qu'ils tuerent J'an 524 de I'llegire, de J. C. 1129 j dan/! la 
" personnc de Mos/flysched, khalife de Uagdal, I'an 529, ct dUllS plu3ieur;; autre/!. 
" Ce furenl cux qui dj\g l'all 485 masliucrcrcnt Ie fumcux "izir del] /!ulta.ns 
,; Selgiucides, Ni::li'm t l mulk." "SOUlS Ie fl\gne de Kia Bur:uk " says1l1irkltomf, 

in UIC venion of M. Jourdain, hIes fMois (devouell) ttu'!reut piURicll1"ll grand;; per
" 80nnages de l'isiamisme, tels que 10 kOOM de 1'orient ct de I'occident AumNold 
u Ilerow;, Ull fils du khalire MOlta/i, qui tumba en Egypte SOUl les coups de sept 
., r1fiks (JRmilciieu!I); Ie .,tid Daulet-schall, rcis d' hpllhan j .Aksankar gouverneur 
" de Mcraga; Alo,ftorschrd khalife de Bugtlud; It· re'ls de l'ebriz j 1I0sall ~n· 
" .Abi'lkascm, muf1i de Ka.zwin. Booucoltp d'autrei hummel! distingues dans la 
" religion et dansl'etat, furent a&!a~sines par ceil execrablc8.fiidols." p.51. 

TbeRe ju.ople w('re named Batlnall ~~ or BatuniulI~, from the word baun ,).4 
interior, occult, in IIlIu sion to tbe mYlitical nature of their doctrine, and broael. 
iana (an appellation common to them with tbe Futimiteli), from their considering 
lamael, the 80n of JrJfllr al-sad&, who was descended in the direct line from Ali, 
aJ; the original founder of their sect and a8 the seventb and 188t uf the imams j in 
whiclr. they differ from the other Shialu, who acknowledge twelve. u L'infu8ion 
~I d~ la divillil~ dans la personne des imams " says De Sacy II et!t un dogme trt.'lt
" anden et COlOIIlun a\ beaucoup de secte/! mU8ulmanes, de celie qu'on Domme 

" &hiil 011 Schio, oldre-. Si lei Ismaelis n'.dmetloieot pa" ce dogme, du moios 
" en ctoi~nt-ils bien peu eloignew.~' 

242. I 
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Ii"'. ] canoot di'l"Over any traces of an tlslahl1ehment of IImaelianll, uDder a 
regular ehief, in Kurdiltan, although cilJil or mi!lfilionariea of the sect were 
frequently employed there; but of the rxi"lf'nce of the lIubordinate government 
in Syria bt"re mentionl'd we have ample tefltimony. H Hman et Jes prinee. qui 
It lui 8uceedilrellt pendant pros de deul: siccles" observl!lI De Sac, "De 80 
" contentereut pRI d'avoir ~tabli leur pui8sonec dans lu Per!>e. Bienlat ils 
" trouverent moyen de s'empsrer de '1uelques places rortt-os l'1l Syrie. MOYlat, 
" place situ!!e dans les montagnes de j'Anti-Liban, devint leur chef-lieu dons cetle 
"provinCfO, et c'cod la que residait Ie lieutenant du prince lI'Alamout, C'est 
C( caUe branche d'bml\eliens iJtllh1it" en S)rie qui. a etc ClllIllue df'1I hietorielHl 
II occid('htOIlX d('M Crusade., et e'est a elle qu'i11 Ollt donne It' nom tl'Assanins." 
Mcmoire. p.6. On aunther occasion h(' repeats: "Qullnt allx I,lllaCli 'l de Syrio, 
" ils doiv('nt I('ur originc nux ll<imBeli ~ de Pel'Ke .•.. Leur prpUli(>r clnb lisst'm('nt 

" en S) rie fiatt" df' I'IW 5'iS de I'hegirf' ( 11 28), et leur puis~ancc prit fin dall~ ceUe 
u contre('cn 670 (1 171), pllr lesurml>q du f. ulhtn BibnrJ, " " Uc la PCI'S"" sayR De 
" Guigncs "CCOI lsmaelie-ns passerent ,Ialls I" Syrie, et Ie IOAen'nt aux environl 
U de In ville de Tortos(', I\U milieu de~ l'ocherB et de!! mOlltHgnes, dllnR une 

" dixain(' J(' cll~ttf'aIlX inac('c!lsibles, C('ux-ci etoient gou'fernes pioir un ch"f deren
H dant du roi qui ctoi! en Perse." His!. gen. des Huns, Liv. vi. p. 342. lum the 
more particlllnr in citing these authoriti(,H, 10 pro\'e, in confirmation of what 
MARCO Pu r,o a!I!!f'rts, that the Persian \'Va .., the original government, although the 
SyriRn branch became bcttn known in Europe, nnd to itll Jh~ikll! the title of t, Old 
" man or the Mountain " lI~ms to have bccn gCllllraIly, if not exclusively applied. 

243, The circumstllllces attending th e destruction of this sect, which, 8S we 
have liet'li in the pn.ccding notes, hlld (!fccicu itself into an incll'penuent 
so\'ereiglL(Y, arf' noticed by ,\hll 'lfaraj, Hi~t. Dyllllllt. p. 330. as well as by others 
amongst the Oriental writers who record tli(' actions of the descendants of Jengi;:,. 
khan, but by nOlle with so much historical,Jc:.tuil all by Mirkho1ld, whose account 

of the dynasty of lsmllC\ians of PerRia has been translated and publisb£'d at 

Puris, together with the original text, hI M. Jourdain. As his narrative, how· 
ever, doell not readily admit of being comprellsed, I shall avail nI)"lIelf of the 
summary but judicious recital of the principlli eve nts giv('n by DcG uigncs, in 

his 'fables Chronologiques deg ptince~ qui ont regnc duns l'A~ie, "Les habi
If taDs de Cas:tl;n et du Dge6al" says 'this historian II ell:poscs continueltement 
n aux ravages dea Jsmaeliens, en portcr('nt leun plaintes a ftfrmgou "'han, qui 
" regnoit alol'S en Tartarie; ce grand Khan envoya f;on fr~re Jlutagoll, a\'ec 
U ordl't) de Ies d6truire, et la pl'l'nliuion de pousser sea conqulltes jUlqucs ~tln8 
u l'empire de. Kbalifll. Mllis Bn/ou kha" (80n onclc) qui avoit del liaisons 
Ii avec lei bm~liens, ordonnH. A /loul(/gou de ne pBF; aller plusl{)in, 11oulngou 

" rut obliC' de reater !lur lee borda du Gihon, jusqu'a III mort de Balo" (lui 
u rCllnoit 

iill 

8<4 
CHAP. XXI, 

NlI(e~. 
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" regnoit dans Ie Cnptchaq. Von 65.!J de I'hCgire, de J. C. 1255, iI passa Ie 
" Gihon, ct fit mnl"Cher Bes troupes verslcs chateaux des Isrnacliellit, qui ctoienl 
" ami" de Berek! khan, succeS8eur de BaLou kliall. 11 les fit raser. Rokm:ddi'l 
" lui fit dire (lu'i1 se soumeltoit, mais IloullJgOll onlonua qu'il vint en personne. 
" RO/.71eddin brouille avec ~es troupes, fut alor:t ohligt~ de 8e 8auver auprcs 
H d'Houlngou. Van 655 de l'llegirt>, de ,I. C. 12tH, il fut eDvoyc ii. Caracorom, 
" au ltlangou khan Ie fit cgorger IH'ec loute sa famille, et ordollfla qu'on truititt 
" de meme cC'ux qui {-toient re~tes dans leur pays, I1UX ellvirons dll Cuzvill." 
Liv. vi. p. 342, 'fo thi .. 1 !!hall odd from Mirkhond: " IJoiagou commUllda 
" qu'on ('x{-cul,it cette ordre de .lfangou.khon """ II ellvoya un de 8CI; vizirs 
" t\ Kazwin pout' veiller ;'t ce (tI,'on y fit perir les fils, les filleR, les freres, les 
" !I('Curll, enfin tOilS les parens de RQ('n-eddili qui s'ctoiellt Ctablis dall l! celt(· 
"province. II livra deux persollnes d(' cette troupe it no/glum KlmloUlI 'Joi 
" les fit moorir pour ,'cllgcr S,?II perl" lJjag(liat que les frda'is avoicnt lue. La 
" race dt· Kia RUr%uk fut clonc ocuuite et il ne rel>ta plll> Sill' 1;1 INri' UII J;(>ul 
" rejeton 0(> 'ill fa mille. Jlolagnu donna till autre ord.'c pOlJr qlle Ie g,;ncl'al 
" de l'armct! clu KlwnJsnn qui gouvemoit Ie A~ouht'sl(1Il ne lai~!>at ccimpp('r ii. 
" l't!Jlt!e aucun Molhcd de ceUe province. Ce gouvcrtH'ur IC8 H)'uut fait sortil', 
" 80U8 prctexte tie Ie-Ii J'ulisclUlJler, les tua tL)U~. Douze mille pcr!:>onlles de cc .. 
" illiien!>ell pcrir(,lIt dallS ceUe executiou ...... Ce prinet.·, itprt-i ,n'oir «.'rminc 
" le& alfaires dCliismacliens, lI'Il\'nnlta vers llugdad," Jli:,t, de In O)lIaSlie de!> 
}smacliens de Pers(', p.69. 

'Vith regard to the (!ule of 1262, which our author nssigns to Ihl.1 commence
ment of theNe operations, there mllst Oc It lIli~tuke (If about !lix )ears, 1111 illl the 
historians agree that lIulagu's expedition agaim,t the Mulhetlites was prior to thnt 
against Baghdad, and lhl~ latter is known wilh ~ufficient certainly to IlIl\'e fallel! 
in the year 1258. 'Ve have, at the Rame time, the circumstantial aulhorityof 
Mirkhond for the reduction of the ('astles of tbe former i" tJle ) cllrs 1256 <!.lid 
1251. Thill and similar inaccuracies may be excused on tbe groullull that the 
eV60ls baving bappened many yearll before the commencemcnt of hi:, tru\'cis, he 
must have depended upon tbe information of others for thl'ir dates, which IIIlly 

have been expressed according to modes of reckoning thllt required a calculation 
to reduce them 10 the Christiau era. 

It may be proper to notice here an extraordinary error ill the Oriental History 
of Haiton the Armenian, Chap. uiv. (as edited by Grynlru8 and copied by 
Muller) in re8pect to the time employed by Jlulagu', army in ils operations 
against these sectaries, wJlicb i8 stated by him to have been, " per viginti acptcm 
" annorum spatium; n but it is obvioU8 th<lt for" allllorum" we flltould reed 
" mensium;" aa it appears to have been in the course of the tbird year that the 
c:astles, or hHl.forta, of 4lamut and Kirdkrlh L!lurrendered; 

CHAPTER 



TRA VllLS OF MARCOIIPOLO. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

OJ a fertile J*in qf sir da!Js journey. succeeded by a desert qf eight, to 
be passed in tlte 'tvoy to the city qf Sapurgan ; Q[ the c.rce/lent melons 
produced there ; and of the cit.'1 qf }3aku:h. 

121 

-
LEAVING this castle 244 the road leads over a spacious plain, and then BOOK I. 

through a country diversified with hill and dale. where there is herbage HAP XI C • X I. 

and pasture. as well as fruits in great abuudancc, by which the army of 
Uta" was enabled to remain so long upon the ground. This country 
extends to the distance of full six days journey. It contains many 
cities and fort ified places,245 and the inhabitants are of the Mahometan 
religion. A desert then commences extending forty or fifty miles,2-"6 
where there is no water; and it i ~ necessary that the traveller should 
make provision of this article at his outset. As the cattle find no drink 
until this desert is passed. the greatest expedition is necer,sary, that 
they may reach a watering place. At the end of the sixth day's 
jouruey,Zi1 he arrives at a town Ilamed Sapurgan,'J48 which is plentifully 
suppJied with every kind of provision. and. is particularly celebrated for 
producing the best melons in the world. These arc preserved in the 
following manner. They are cut spirally, in thin slices. as the pumkin 
with us, and after they have been dried in the sun, are scnt, in large 
quantities, for sale, to the neighbouring countries; where they are 
eagerly sought for. being sweet as honey,249 Game is also in plenty 
there, both of beasts and birds. 

Leaving this place. we shall now speak of another named Bolaclt i 
a large and magnificent city.zao It was formerly still more considerable, 
but has sustained much injury from the Tartars, who in their frequent 
attacks have partly demolished its buildings. It contained many palaces 
constructed of marble, and spacious squares, stitt visible, although in a 
ruinous state.i.'Il It was in this city, according to the report of the 
inhabitants, that Alexander took to wife the daughter of king Darius.25I 

The Mahometan reJigioJ) prevoils here also.2M To this place the limits 
R of 
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~ I. of the Penian empire extend, in a north.easte.direction:.264 Upon 
CHAP. XXll. leaving Balach and holding the same course for two days, you traverse 

a country that is destitute of every sign of habitation. the people 
baving all fled to strong places in the mountains, in order to secure 
themselves against the predatory attacks of lawless mara.rs, by whom 
these districts are overrun. Here are extensive waters, and game of 
various kinds. Lions are also found in these parts. i&I> Provisions 
however ate scarce in the hilly tract pa:!sed during these two days, and 
the traveller must carry with him food sufficient both for himself and 
his cattle. 

NOTES. 

1H4. By the word. "Parltntlon do quello cadello" it is f'vidcnt tbat RIlOJuliio 
c01llidered this treeb departure to be from Alamut or !lOme otber of the castle .. of 
tbe Iamaelians; but the Latin vCl"lion say" II Reccdcndo a prefato loco," and it 
IIecml to be more probable from the context and more consistent with the di'llancCl 
after'lfardB'mentioned, that our autbor does not here meau to refer to any of thOle 
hill forts, in hiB' time no longer in existence, but to Timochain or Domaghnn, which 
he bad been speaking of when be digre!lJ'led from the geographical &u~iect to relate 
the hiltory of the Mulbedites. Their de9truction, which took place about thirty. 
eight years before hi. Tctllrn, mUst have bef'n a topic of much noloriet) and 
intel'fsl in thOiC day", and was on thjs occasion ne.turaJly suggested to him by thf> 
proximity of their territory to the province of KumilJ of which Damaghan was 
the capital; iH!ing separeted from each other only by tbe pus of Khowar or 
Ca8~ian straits. 

245. From Damaghdn hi .. course wal nE·arly east, or in the direction of Balkh, 
and M!em8 to have lain tbrougb Jan.Jmn and NilMpur toward! Meru·ar"","d; 
but -tbe .auntber of day8 journiet ill 8'fidently too Imall, ualeHl _e ClID suppose 
•• t9 hue davolled at 40uble the nte of the ordinary caravaoa, or full fatty 
,lJJiJ,.,..pet dfy,; ~pjeh i8 Jest problfble tun tbat 4b oaaiuioD of some .tagee hal 
~n Ql&d" ill tbe .»arrat.ye. Si:z: days of cOJntnOn travelling woul6 Dot have 
carried bim furtber thaD the confine8 of ,the province of Kumil J about A,ad ... ad 
<1Jnere Rflkrgu tirat halted to reeeivetbe feigoed lubmiyioDOf RuktHdtli.)~· muCh 
le11 to Ni!hopQr; and yet fie wen inhabited eountry in tbat line, mutt be con
.idered .s readilDg 10m;' way be.1ond that celt"brated city. It would seem mOlt 

likel, 
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likel,. that from thence IIIProceef)ed directly to Sarkhtl or SarukJt" which Ibn 
Hultr:d rockOUI five 8tagel, as it is three from tbat place to MmHJM"fMl. 

1f.6. The country of KliottutJII, through which the route, whether frOm 4lnmtll 
or from Damaglwm to the plKce next mentioned, must have lain, i, said to be in 
rDerallevel, i~ed witb lIIody deserta and irregular ridges of lofty moun
tainl. U Le KhoralBao" la)'1 D'Herbelot "est horne par un desert verI Ie 
" Couchant du dH6 du pays de Giorgian et du Gebal, ou de l'lruque PeMlique. 
" Vera Ie Midi il a un autre desert entre Ia Petee, proprelDeDt dite, et Ie pa)'l de 
" Comal (Lmit)." 

247. It ill quite oeuuary to the sense that this should mean· lis: day. journe, 
from the ea.tern lide of the desert jUlt mentioned, 8S Rumusio .ppean, from 
the summar! of the chapter, to have understood it. 

248. Of the identity of thi, place, "hich at first might aeem to be intended for 
Nukapur, tbere can be no doubt. "CkeburgaJ'l, ville de Cora8sane, pre. du 
U Gihon et de Bale" says Petill de la Croix, the tran81ator of Shereftddin, "a 
" 100 degres de long. et 36°.45' de latitude." In tbe Tables of Nauir-edditl, 
from which the above situation is taken, it ill named, A,hblJrkan 1.:J1,i~\, in n'An. 
Tille's map, Alhburgon" in Strablenberg's, Chaburga, in Macdonald Kinoeir's, 
Suhbtrgan, and in Elphinstone'., Shibbergaun. By the lalt writer it i, lpoken 
of .. a dependency of tbe government of BDlkh. 

249. The province of Klwrasan is celebrated by all the •• lern writen for the 
excellence of its fruits, and the importance het'e-given to its melons is fully IIUp. 
ported by the authority of Chardin. II J e commence" aay. this well informed 
traveller" par lei! melons, qui sont Ie plus excellent fruit de la Pene. On compte 
" en ce pais.a de plus de vingt 6SpeeeS de melons. Les premien IOnt appeDes 
U permec, comme qui diroit des ech:mffea. lis lIOnt ronda et petits •••• 11 ell 
" vient tOU8 lea joun d'aulre IOrte, et le8 plul tardif8 80nt lea meilleure. Lea 
" derDien lont Jee blaneil, dont vous diriez que ce n'est que du sucre. It. IOnt 

" long d'un pied, et "sent dis a douze livre8 . ••. Les meilleun du royaume 
" eroiseent en Coral"",. • .•• On eR apporte llspahan pour I. roi, et pour Caire det 
U preteDa. I1s De Ie sitent point en )61 apportant, qooi qu'ilait plul de trente 
" jOUJ'D'ee de chemin. Avec toutet cea sorte, on a let moloD' d'eau, 00 pateqUft: 
" par tout Ie royaume, qui peaent quinze " viDgt Jines, dont Jet meilleun 
" rieopent •• de Bactriane:' 'f. ii. p.19. 4to. On the subjett of the 4f melOfI 
" ........... ,'. 11M •• Relation del'Egypte, NoteI, p. IllS. 

RI 
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250. Rrtwrh or na/l.~ t, tll(' l!actr:z rfgia ~f Pt~hl~:) ~hich gAvo name to 
the provincl' of Bactn811a., of whIch It \fU ll the capital, III sltuDt!'d towaril,. the 
hcad!;l of tlU' Oxus, ill the norlh-elllltt'rn cxtrt"mity of T{//IIrtmm. It ill one of 
the four roy"l citicfI of that province, and pcrhRfl!l more frt·quelltly ('ycn tha.n 
Nitltapur, Jlcral, or lrleru.,!ID}Yan, has bt'f!L1 the ~e"t of ~overllment. Such it 
was when Per;;ia and the neighbouring conlltri('~ W('tO conqA-cd by (he Ara~ 
in Ibe khalifat of Ollmuln. 

25t Jengir:-khan, WIIO took this city hy 8HI;.ElUlt in 122/, from the Kborazmians, 
caused all the inhahitantg to he m8SllaCt l' cI (as U I' nre told by his historian, Abu'l
ghmi) alld Iilf' wall ... to be rased to their foundation. In 1369 it was taken from 
the descendant .. of that conqueror h)' Tamcrlanc, whose family pOBsesst'·d il until 
thl'Y were obliged to giY(' phtce to the Uzbck Tartars, hetWf'en whom and the 
Pel'»ialls (as O'Ucrh('jot oh;;l'n'~ l it 1m !! sincc been the slIbj('ct of perpf'tual 
contention. \Vh('11 For,.ler was at Kabul, ill 17R'1, he ;11101'01)1 us tbat "the 
" adjacent parts of Uabck 'J'tlrtary, of which Balkh ill the cllpital, held It speci('toj 
" of dependency on 1,mur sllalt, and maintained a common intercourse with 
" KlJbul," {1u" lleat of his government. "All the Asiatic!!" Elphimttonc ob· 
serves" ate imprc!'!wd with an idea of its being thf' oldcsl city in the world .... 
" This anti~nt metropolis ill now reduced to insignificance. lts ruins 8till coYer 

" a great extcllt, and arc surrounded with a wall, but only one corner is in .. 
"habited." P. ·iM. The bou8es ure described hy Macdonald Kinneii"' 311 being 
of brick, and the palace of the khan, all extensiye building, nC9.rly all of marbl~, 
brought from (luarries in the neighbouring mountaius. Its population, iw sa)!!, 
ill now reduced tn siX' or seVfOn thomnmtJ men. 

252. The P('rsian marriageli of Alexander, with Banincor Statim, the daughter 
of Darius, nnd with PnriJalis, the danghter of Ochua, are generally ullderstood 
to huye taken place at Susa; but the tradition of the inhabittmts of Huctra 

(if indeed, they had not been uU destroyed by intermediate conquerors) may per
haps be more correct authority than that from which Quintu8 Curtius composed 
)Iil history. 

~5B. Abu'lglaa,' inform!! us tbat at the time of the destruction of Balkh by 
Jengis-klJan, it contained no fewer than twelve thousand mosquetl; which, 
~Ithough an exaggeration, shews at leat the prevalence of lljlaemism in that city. 

254. KlrorRSQII being 80 frequently subject to Pen;ian dominion, and particu
larly under the deIC~Dd.nu of Rulagu, who p08lessed it at the time our autho\' 
travellf'd there, it wus natural for him to con!iid~r it 8S un integrui part of the 

Persiall 
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Peni9n empire, altboug~ i~ not accounted 8uch by gcographel"ll, and hall been 
oAen dismembered (rom It. Balkh is correctly stated all lying on the north· 
eaatern frontier. 

255. Chnrdin ('numerates lion" umong~l the wild llllimub or Persia, and 
especially in the .nticr provinces. "Partoul DU il Y a des bois," hE' 88y8 

U conllneen Hircanie et en C~rdi'itan, il y a bCdU('OUP dl' betell st!uvages, des 
" Irons, des OUI1I, de<i tigreM, des leopards, des pore-epy, ct dc!> sangliers," 
T. ii. p. 29. 4to, 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Of the castle named TlIai!an; q/ lite manners Q/' the inhabitants i and 
Q/ sfllt-"ill~ . 

HI5 

BOOK L 

CHAr. XXII. 

AT the cnd of these two days journey you reach a castle named C~I.\P. XXIII. 

Thail.·an. where 3. great market for corn is held, being situated in 
a fine and fruitful country. The hill, that lie to the south of it ale 
large and 10fty.z"tJ Some of them consist of white salt, extremely 
hard, with which the people, to the distllnrf' of thirty miles round, 
come to provide themselves, beillg' l'stecmed the purest that is found 
in the world; but it is at the same time so hard that it cannot be 
detached otherwise than with iron iustruments,z::" The quantity is so 
great that all the countries of the earth might be supplied from hence. 
The other hills produce almonds and pistachio nuts,2M!! in which articles 
the natives carryon a considerable trade. Leaving 11wikan and travel
ling three days, still in a north-cast direction, you pass through a well 
inhabited country, where there is plenty of fruit, corn, and vines. 
The people are Mahometans, and are blood-thirsty and treacherous. 
They are given also to debauchery, and to excess in drink, to which 
the excellence of their sweet wine encourages them.~9 Ou their beads 
they ·wear nothing but a cord, about ten spans in length, with which 

they 
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1JOOtt I. they bind them round. They are keen .po .... ~en. and take many 
~, . ~ 
CHA;-;XllI. wild animals~ wearing no other clothing than the .kins of the beaats 

they kill; of which materials their shoes also are made,uo 

NOTES. 

256. This account of Thaikan or Taikdn ~~~ (written Caycam in the manu· 
8cripb and Taitham in the Italian epitomes,) which ill situated amongst the sourees 
of the OXU R, will he found remarkably correct. "Of Toklwrcstall " say" Ibn 
HaukBl "the iargf>st city (town) ill Taikdn, situated un a plain, in the vicinity 
" of mountaiD1:I. It is watered by a considerable ri,'el', lind has mRny orchllrd. 
" and gardens." P. 22-1 " From TuiJ.:Jn to Badakluhan ill seven daYIi journey." 
P . 2:JO. By Abulrerl~ it is thus spokpn of, ill Reilfke's translation : C( TllIl!/Qlcan 
" est secundum 01 Lcbllb, urbiculu in tractibus Balcb2, ad kurnm TochlirclitaDe 
" pel'tinens, amceniililima. Sed 01 A u icuJ urbem magnam appellat in valle 
" inter monies .. • • . . Ubcrt"imee fertilitatill sunt eju!I arbOre9. " These Ruthort , 
dearly distin!;tuish it from a place named Tal/.:an I.:)t.aI\k, Iyi.ng soulh·west of 
Balk", Ilcar Meru-er-rud, and situated on a steep rock; hut Edrisi 'givell to the 
former the name of Talkon, and haa been fo)Jow<.'(f by modern geographen, 
and particularly by D'Anville, ill "h0ge map both places are written witb the 
aame letters. U Their tourse " l18ya Lieut. Macartney. flpcaking of the stree_ 
of the O):us, near whose junction TaUkan (or TaikAn) IItands U ill throUJb a 
" mountainoUil country, but containing many excesaively rich and fertile valle)", 
" producing all kinds of fruit in tbe ,reateat abundance. " Elpbinlltone's Ac~ 
count of Caubul, Appendix, p.650. 

157. This kind of bard fOfl!lile pit is found in several parts, and is tbu. 
deecribed by Chardin: U Danl la M'die ('t 6. hpaban 1e eel se tire de!! minet, flt 

U on Ie tnlnsporte par gros quarliera, eomme I. pierre de taine. II eal Hi dure 
« eD dee endroitA, tomme danela Catamanie d6gerte <Kirmdn) qu'on en employe 
Ie 1. pierret dant Ia con.trueliog dee mailODB dell IHUlvretl gent." T. ii, p. is. 
U The road beyond" 'ay' Elpbin8tone, speaking of a place in the country of the 
AJibiDl "'ft'1t8 eut out of aolid tall, at tbe foot of cliifa of that mineral, in lOme 
" plaeee more tban one hundred ft:et high above the river. The salt i, hard, 
" clear, aDd almost pure." Account of Caubul, p. S7. 

158. Bo'. .1lDobdtt IUId piltaehio-autl ate eDWDet'lted by Cbardia amo.,.t 
... pod""" .... <II tile _ ... d -.. pu1I <II Penia. "II. avIt .... 

" piMcMi 
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" pittacbe8 i. Calbin et .1« cnvirGns • ••• Us ont de plus lell .... 0_ iefI noi
u .. ttell, &c. Le plua grand tran !ooport de fruitll lle fait de Yesde." T . .ii. Ito 21. 

259. This country IJas iJince iwf'n O\'l"rruo by II different ra(:f' of people. "The 
" Uzbek~ " sayl EJ.Rhinstone " first crossed the .Iaxarte~ about the begin Ding of 
" the sixtPenth ce~rYI and pouring on the posscl>sion ~ of the descendanta of 
" Tamerlane," who wercthemllelves int'Bdcrs" soon dro\'(' tbem from BokhaaraJ 

" Khoarizm, lind Fcrgballne, and spread terror and dismay to the remotest part. 
" of their extended empire. Th~y 1I0W poshelll be&itlell BulL.b (Bnlkh), the 
U kingdolU& of Kboarizm (or Orguuge), Bokl\Il\,!f\\. and Ferg1w.una, and perb,P6 
" some atb!.'r little countries on thi ~ side of Reloot Taugh. I am told tbat they 
" are to be foulld beyond Beloot Taugh, and as far cast as KhoteD at leut; but 
" of this I cannot speak with confidence . The) b(,long to that great division of 
" the human racc which il4 known in Asia by the name of Toork, and which, 
,I with the Mogu19 And Man8hoor~. cornpoqe wltat we call the Tartar nation. 
" Each of the!te divisions has its sl."parate language, and that of the Toorka i. 
u widely diffused throughout the west of Asia." Account of Caubul, p.465. 

260. The manuers of the present U:bt'k inhailit.1llts are by no means 90 rUk 8S 

,,'hat is here de5ICribed j yet Forster acquaint'! Ill> that at IlertJi, i.n KJuwlUan, 
" ilurtouhl of sbeepskin, with the wool in Ibe ill~ide, are seen hllnging in every 
" sbop, Ilnll are used by all Cla!lllClI of people in the wiuler 86aJ10n." Travel., 
Vol. ii. p. 120. Sheep or gOAls being afterward." spoken of by our autbor, as 
wild animals abounding in this part of tbe countr)', he may be undentood k. 

mean their skins as fMrnil'hing clothing to the natives. See Chap. xu. 

CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of tile /0";" qf Scamm, and qf I"e porcupine, found there. 

127 
BOOK I. 

CHAI'. XXIII . 

·AnD a journey of three days you reach a town Dap:led SctUlllmJ,Jfl CHAP. XXI \- . 

governed by 8 chief whose title is equivalent to that of our barons or 
counts; and amongst the mountains he possesses other towns and stroDg 
place8~ Through the millst of this runs a river of tolerable size. a.. 
or, fouqd porcupine.. which roll themselvea up when the buntera~ 
.. q. at them, and wilh great fury shoot out the quill. OJ' 'piPll" 

with 
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BOOK I. with which ~heir skins are furnished; woundfttg both men and dogs. 
CHA;-;'XIV. The people of thii country have their peculiar language. The herds. 

mcn who attend the cattle have their habitations amongst the hills, in 
cavern!l they form for themselves; nor is this a difficult operation, the 
hills consisting, not of stone, but only of clay. UpA departing from 
this place you travel for three days without seeing any kind of building, 
or meeting with any of the necessarie'; required by a traveller, except. 
ing water; but for the horses there is sufficient pasture. You are there. 
fore obliged to carry with you every article for which there may he 
occasion on the road. Early on the third day you arrive at the province 
of Baku.han. 262 

NOTES . 

• 1. This name, whieh in the Latin tl'xh. as well as in that of Ramullio j-: 

S(,Gm:m, and in the Italian epltomell E chascm, i !> eYidently the Kt'sh('m of 
D 'Anville'~ map and th£> KlShm-abad of Elphillstone's} situated ncar the Goon 

river which fallH into tiJr OXU!!, and somewhat to the eaMtward of th£> Ilwridian of 
Kahulor f'aubul. 11m Haukel, who de~cribcs it immediately aft£>r Mpeaking of 
Tai/.dn and before he ('nters upon Batiahllsh(l'Il) IJallle!> it Kh~$" ~, Rnd says it 
is " th(' largest town in this mountainous cotllltry." J. R. ForAter (Voyag-es in the 
North, p. J25) 'IUppOloCS ScasSf'm to be AI·Shash, on th(' riyer S;rr or Jo.:carfes, 
but against all probability, considt·ring its ,"'ast distance from the last mentioned 

place; whiM Keshem or Kishm III not only in tbe vici., but in the direct route 
to that which is next des<::ribed. 

Our information reKpecting these regions, from the oriental geographers, is 
extremely meagre, and I am not aware of their having been Yi~ited by any 
modem European traveller. The loss of Mr. Browne (advantageoulIly known to 
the world by hi. Travels in Africa, Egypt, and Syria) wh~ was murdered in 
Persia in the year 1SIS} when on his way to explore the remain! of antiquity in 
Bactriana and Sogdiana and to ascertain the actual stete of these and the neigh
bouring provinces, i8 deeply to be lamented. 

This place which in Ramullio'8 text ill Bala.riam, in the Latin fJtzllnti4, 
the Italian epitomes Ba/(Una, is unquesti.onably Badakl"ltdn I,;)~, as: the 

ill correctly written by Ibn Haubl and other gcographen:, although often 
".~D,:ed Bolokhsh4n. By D'Herbelot its situation is thus delCJ'ibed: "&. 

" dahebiaJI 
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" do.kachian ct DalakhlchiulI, pays qui fait une partie de 1a province de Thokho.- BOOI( J. 
" reetan, ct qui s'(-telld vcr, 10. U!tc du ficuve Gihon ou Oxus, par lequel il t i l -
II borne du cult- du !e\'o,nl ct du septclitrion." In" I'Histoirc g~ealogi.quc dec; t,;HA~. XXIV. 

" Talars, " we nrc told thnt, " 1a ville de Budagluchan cat 8ituee dan8 la Note, . 

" Grande Bllchnric, au pif'd de teS hauteB inontagliM l'Iui s6parcnt lee ettatl du 
" Grand Mogol de 18 Grande Tartaric ...... C'eat UnE' l ,iIIE' fort ancienne ct 
U extrtmement fo .. par 811 8ituation dans les montagnes." P. M . "Budukb. 
" ,hauII," aa)'s Elphillstonc, ill his Account of Caubul, " though an ext8Dlive 
f4 eountry, seems to be but olle great vallf'y rUlming up from the province of 
" Bulkh (Balkll ) to Beloot Taug", between lbe highlands oonoedcd with the 
" Pamere and the range of Hindoo Koosh." P.628. 

CHAPTER XXV, 

Of the province Qf Balaslcan; if the lwccious stones found there and 

'Which become the propert!! rtf the l.."ing; rif tlte horses nnd the falcon.'i qf 
1M count"!I" Q{ the salubrious air if the mOlm/ains,. and qf the dress 
'lCilh '("'liclt the women adom their persolls. 

IN the pro\'ince of Balasllan the people are Mahometans. It js an CHAP. xxv. 
extensive kingdom. being in length full twelve days jouruey, and is 
governed by priuc~s in hereditary succe&sion. who are all descended 
from Alexander, by the daughter of Darius, king of the Persians. 
All these have born~ title of Zulkarnen. being equivalent to Alexan. 
der.263 In this country are fount! the pl'eciolls stones called ba1ass 
rubies, of tine quality and great value.zr,., They are imbedded in the 
high mountains, but are searched for only in one, named Sikinan.266 

In this the king .au5("S mines to be worked, in the same manner as for 
gold or silver; and through this chaonel alone they are obtained j DO 

person daring, under pain of death. to make an excavation for the 
purpose, unless as a special favour he obtains his majesty'8 license. 
Occasionally the king gives them as presents to strangers who 
througl bis dominions. as they arc not procurable by purcbase 
9Ibera,' IIDl1 cannot be c'ported without his perlDission. His 

S 
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reatrietions is, that the rubies of his country. witb which he thinks his 
credit connected, should preserve their estimation and maintain their 

• 
high price; for if they could be dug for indiscnminntely, and everyone 
could purchase and carry them.out of' the kingdom, so great is their 
abundance that they would soon be of little Vltlue.266 Some he send. 
as complimentary gifts to other kings and princes; eome he delivers 8S 

tribute (to his superior lord); and some also he exchanges for gold. 
These he allows to be exported. There are mountains likewise in which 
are found veins of that stone (lapis lazuli) which yields the azure colour 
(ultramarine),Z1I7 here the finest in the world. The mines of silver, 
copper, and lead arc likewise very productive. It is a cold country. 
The horses bred here are of a. superior quality and have great speed. 
Their hoofs arc so h.l.Id that they do not require shoeing.2b8 The 
nati\'es are in the plactlcc of galloping them on decliVities where other 
cattle ('ould not or would not venture to run. They asscrtcd that not 
long since there were still found in this prm inee horses of the breed of 
Alexander's celebrated Bucephalus, which WCle all foaled with a parti~ 

cu1ar mark in the forehead. Thc whole of the breed was in the 
poSR:Slion of onc of the king's uncles, who, upon his refusal to yield 
them to his nephew, was put to death; whereupon his widow, exa8pe~ 

rated at the munJer, caused them all to he destroyed; and thus the 
race was lost to the world.2MJ In the mountains there arc falcons of 
the -species called saker (falco sacer) which are excellent bird~ and of 
strong flight; as well as of that called ia1l1l.Cr (faleo launrius). Tht'rc 
are aho gOClho.wks of a perfect kind (talco astul..?r palumbarltls) and 
sparrow.hawks (falco nisus). The people of th"untlY are expert at 
the chase both of beasts and birds. Good wheat is grown there, and a 
species of barley without the husk.270 There is no oil of olives, but 
they e'Xpress it from certain nuts and from the grain called scsame,2iI 
which resembles the seed of flax, excepting that it " light-coloured; 
and the oil this yields is better and has more flavour than any other.!7Z 
It is used by the Tartan and other inhabitants of these parts. 

}n this kingdom there are many narrow defiles, and strong sitvations, 
• diminjsh the apprehension of any foreign power entering it with a 
IiiiIte intention. The ritan are good archers and excellent sportsmen; 

generally 
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generally clothing themselves with the skins of wild animals; othet 
materials for the purpose being sca.rce. The mountains aftbrd pasture 
for an innumerable quantity of sheep, which ramble abo:t in flocks of 
four, fj,-e, and six hundred. all wild; . and although many are taken 
and killed, there does not appear to be any diminution.V ! '"These 
mountains are exceedingly IQfty, insomuch that it eroploys a man from 
morning till night to ascend to the top of' tbem. Between them there 
arc wide plains clothed with grass and with trees, and large streams of 
the purest water precipitating themselves through the fissures of the 
rocks. In these streams are trout and many other delicate sorts of fish. 
On the summits of the mountains the air is so pure and so salubriou~ 
tbat when those who dwell in the towns an,l in the plains and vallies 
below, find themselves attacked with fevers or other inflammatory com

plaints, they immediately remove thither, and remaining for three or 
four days in that situation, reco\'cr their health. MARCO POLO affirms 
that he had experience in his own person of its excellent effects; for 
having been confined by sickness, in this country, for nearly a year,27. 
he was advised to change the air by at)cending the hills; when he pre
sently brcame convalescent. A peculiar fashion of dre88 prevails 
amongst the women of the superior class, who wear below their waists, 
in the manner of drawers, a kind of garment, in the making of which 
they employ, according to their means, an hundred, eighty, or six(y 
ells of fine cotton cloth; which they also gather or plait, in order to 
increase the apparent size of their hips; those being accounted the 
most handsome who are the most bulky in that part,27~ 

NOTES. 

263. We are not furnilbcd with the requisite materiAlo; eitber for con6rmiog or 
contradicting the claim of these princes to a descent 110 illustrioue, which they 
tbemaelvel might probably find it difficult to establish; but there iii abundant 
e,ideoee tbat the pretensions have been actually maintained, from aD earl, 
periodt clown to the present day. Abu'lfazl, speaking of the districts of &aNd 
q.ct BjItt, which he deecribes as consillting of ~ls and wildll, and iohabited by 
tU tribe of YOIIIt'J Zy, proceed. to Ny: I' In • time of Mirsa Ulug. Be, 

:, ~ " (lt50) 

t3J 

BOOK J. 
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" (1450) the trib(' of ~uh(m, who assert themselves to be the descendants of the 
" daughter of Sultan Sccundcr ZuJkerno.in, came from Calml, and possessed 
" themseJve8 ot this country. They Raj' that Secunder len trl'IlSUfC in Cabul 
" under the care of some of his relutions; and !,lome of their Ilc!!cendants, who 
" entry tlu·ir genealogical table in 'their 1m nos, 1I0W uwcH ill the mouutainou8 
" parts." Ayin Akbari, Vol. ii. p. 195. This filiation i ~ also noticed hy Lieut. 
Macartney, who say8 in hit! Memoir: "The king of Derwlluz (Dcur the i'!out"ees 
" of the Oxus) claims his clescent frolll Alcxundtl l' the Great, Slid his pretensions 
" arc admitted by all his neighbours." ' \CCOUllt of Cuubul, App. p. 628. It 
is remarkable that in the li"t of Ashkaninn king~, who became posscslicd or the 
throne of Persia after the immediate SUCCCilSOt1l of t\lcxll.nder, and who boasted 
themselves descended rrom the daug-htt'r or Daritls, we find the name or Balasck 
frequently occurring; and one or them is named Ba/rur"an the IIOU of Bulusch. 
Sec Hisl. gen. des Huns, Liv. vii. p. 399, It ill ulm~t Ilnnec('sso ry to observe 
that the word =ttl'·karncin signifies" having IlOrns," lind thai it wus given by 
the oriental! II') Alexander, whom they numl;l S('/rundt'T, from the appearance of 
his head on the Greek coiul!, 'Which long circulated, nlill Wl're afterwards illli~ 
tated, in Persia. 

264. In the Latin version of our allthor it i<; said exprtsbly that these stones 
have their name from the country of which we arc tI[wi!.king : " Producit h~ 
U eadelll provincia lapide!S pretiosos "tque magni valori 'l, qui Ii nomill(' t'f'gioni!l 
" balasci "ocanttlr." Every writer who has treated of it, mf'ntions it'! two pro~ 
duclion'i, (he halas'l ruby (clal'ised by the or'ientall; all n 'ipecies of lIyacinth) and 
the lapis lazuli. "Badakhsban" says Ibn Haukal "produceil the ruby ( {alii 

" J..I) and [upis la=uli (lajaward .J.JP."~). The mine!! ure in the' mountaiD!!." 
P.225. U C'e!.t daolt lies montagnes " says D'Hl'flJelot It que se (rOUl"C la mine 
" des rubis 'tue lea orientaux appclleot lludsl..hschiuni et Billakhschiani, ct que 
H noull nommons rubis balays." ,; Nomen ('jus" lIuYi.,,Scbaldus Ravins "est 
" balncllsrll (balakltsh) ~\, diciturque a Teifascbio adduci ex B .. lnchschane, 
II quam regionem Barbari Blldacbllchall voceDI: f'Slque secundum cuw, parR 
" terr~ Turcarum qUIE ad Tartariam vergit. Eandum originem designat Paulus 
II Vcnetue." Specimen Arabicum, p. 101. It should be observed that the term 
H Barbori" is a translation of aajam ~.\, by which tbe Aratians mean to de
note, especially, their Penian neigbbOurs: but tbe ktter ought best to knoW' 
how the name .hould be pronounced. "Tbe part of 8eloot Taugh within 

" Budukh,baun" says Elphin8tone " produce'S iron) salt, aDd sulphur, as welJ 
U all abundllnce of lapislllzuli.; but the celebrated mines of rubies, which oeca

" sion BudukbahauD to be 80 often aUude& to by the Penian poetil, are a.uted 
1$ in the lower billa near the O~UII. They are not now wrought." P .... 

>165. It 
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265. It may he thought a vain attempt to find corresponding B.bthority for the 
nAme of the particular mountain frolll whence these sl.one8 were procured j hut 

one which IItrongly rescmhlc~ that of Sikinrm pre~cnt8 itself 9S belonging to a 
district in the vicinity of the places of wllich W(' han' bPl'1I "'pellkilljit'.(' Th£' 
" rj\'er JiJlUn (or OXU!!)" say<: Ibn Ilaukal " ri~c~ 1l'1lhin the te~ of 
" Rfrdakhs/wn and receivC'8 th(' wal(,TM (lr many otht'r "'tr('ullls ••.• ThE' 1Pekll. 
" shall comel! out of Turkestan inin Ihp lalU\ of H'rOn", IIcar a mouutain where 
" there if! a bridge between X/wEum 11m' th!' hOl'dcr~ of lVdsh·ldrd (tho Vask. 
" gl,cl'd of f)'Anvilll') ••.. Ncar Wddl~" thrT(' art' ~o me districts (of Mawar
(C atnahr,) such 8S D rkhan Ullti Srkinefl.c..s. ... : thf'~c 11\0 helo!!g to the inlidels •• 
" •• There are mint's of gold nnll siivt'r in 1reJ../lt/wh." P. ~39. My I. infidel'!" 

lirc probably here meant the race of Jlf'u plc named K/f!irt, \vhose COUll try and 

peculiarities arc descrihcd in the Appendix In Elphin<ltone's Account of Caubul, 
under (h£' head of CUlIfiri<;taull, p. bli: and whom "ome suppose to be the dC!l

ceuduuti of the Grech of HactriaTlu. 

266. Tav£'rni('1' inform!. u<; that thC' kin~ of IlI'gu, in lik!' manner, monopolised 
nil the p<,r/cct rubies of his ctomillioll ", :llld \Ioulll lIot sufl'cr any of them to be 

exportNI hy hil, t! uhject q • 

26i. Speaking of IJadaVlSlmfn, Ahulrcda ~fl~": " IudI' I'tlI'rim 01 lazurd cI 01 
" beIJuur, sell lapi!liuzuli ct hcryJlu~." Oeur:'r. p. :.lj ~. S('C' also 11 pa ~..ag(' to ih£' 

!mOle f'ifed, nifln Ibn Haukal, in Note 2/H. " Tn qu('shl ciWI." snyi! Bnrthema, 

" speaking of Shim:: "si trova !{rall qlUwli!:1 rl l ~inJ(' , (·io.\ turchinC', e baia!';si 
« infiniti, vera e ('he Ilui"j nOli \HI<;COtlO, 111.1 H'II!:\'OIlU Iia \1I1d ciui, chiama4n 

" Ba'a.~nn j e t in deUB cittit si trova gr,lndi~sima copm dl I:: :uro o#m lImri1l0, 
., e tuHin, e mu~chio aRBai," numu~io, Vol. I. 1'01. I!j(j-~. 

268. Elphinstone observes thnt " hy far the be ... t breeding country (for horse") 
" in the Caubui dominions ill Bulkh (BaUM, and it is from that pro\'ince (bor
U dering on Brula!.:hshan) and the ToorkmuTI country 10\\(>1' don'lI tho Oxus, that 
u the bulk of those exported arc brought." P. 296. Thc practice of shoeln~ 

horse" seE'ms to be unnecellsary "here thc country is not stony nor particulnrly 

hard. In Sumatr: they are never IIhodden, nor in Java, eXCl'pting in HOmc in!ltan .. 
tes for the pllVed streets of Datavin. 

260. Although lhis Decount of the fate of the posterit) of Buc('phalus, mal' 

hue been an idle tale with which our author was amused by the nati\'e~, it ~he\V<: 
tbe s~ .. imprl'ssion made by the conquests of Alexander, in the countries 

adjoin", or constituting a part of Buctriana. 

270. Tit£' 
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t10. Tbe barlf'y here deH('rjbed iii the kllul known by ' the appel11l1ioM of 
" bordeum nudum," "hordeom glabrum," and U hordcum vulgare seminibull 
" decorticuti!i." Our Author's expression of " i't'nsa IeOraa" is cJ>actiy therefore 
the spoc.ific name gil'ell to it by Linnmu9. 

i7l. In Indin, oil is chiefly procured from this grain, tbe sesamum oriental .. , 
Both walnuts and hazel DUts, from wbich oil may be extracted, arc found in thl" 
northern parts of Persia. 

!i!72. It is said that in some of the southern countries of Europe, the olive oil 
which we prize when fresh and free from tastc, is conlOjdercd by the inhabitunb 
;.as iniipid in that stste, and wanting tbe high flavour that recommends to tbeir 
palateiJ what we term rancid oil. 

273. "Les provinceI'! de Perse les plus abondantes en bCtail," gays Chardiu, 
" t;ont ]a llactrianf', &c. J'yai vfl des trollpeallx dc mouton!! ~Iu; ("ouvro;(>nt 
II quatre iL cinq lieuetl de palll." T. ii . p. 29. 4to. 

274. The residence in Radakhshnn to which our author bere adverts, mu;,t have 
taken place at the period when he was scnt all a mission by the emperor KUO/Ili 
to tho province of KhorlUrJn or of Khorasmia, of which mention is made in the 
latter part of the first chnpter, and in Note 45. 

275. In the Berlin manuscript the words are: "Unll.queque cllim in sui!! femo
" ralibus ba.bl-t panni brachia lxxx vp) lx, &c." Thill W il" undoubtedly a most 
extravagant fashion, and might appear incredible to those who have not had tlae 
opportunity of witnessing thf" hoop-dresses worn by our own femal CH of rank ; by 
melns of whi('h ingcniouH contrivance, their lower gnrments are ,"0 extended ali 
to Corm a. front of several feet, but without a proportioll8.te acce~sion of depth; 
in which respect the dre!l8 of the Bodakh,Jum ladies must be cOIlFlidered as the lesa 
mon,trou8 of the two. The writer of this is old enough to recollect having seen 
thereprelentatives of the two PenriAD wives of Alexander (Statim, from iSlata. 
star, and Roxana, from roJhtmtJ fOplendour) who were probably natives of this 
eutern province, "Itnltling their hour upon the I.," in hoops of the mOflt 
ample dimen8ions. In describing the dre81 worn by'ft.e Belooche woruen, Pot. 
tioger sayll : U Tbeir trow8ers are preposterouely wide, and made of .uk, or n 
" fabrication of that and cotton mixed." Travelll in Beloochilltan and Sinde, 
p. /iii. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Of 'he province Qj' Bascid lying soulh qf the former; of tIre gold • • ,ta. 
ments worn by tile inllabitanls, in their ears; and of their manners. 

135 

LEAVI NG Ba!a.J],an and travelling in a southerly direction for ten BOOK [, 

days, you reach the province of Bnscid,:m; lhe 11COpit! of which have a -
. , . . CHAP. XXVI. 

peculiar language. fh ey worship .dols ; afC of a dark complexion; 
and afC skilled in the art of' magic, a ~tlldy to which they continually 
apply themselves. The)' wear in their cars pcmlcllt ring'i of gold and 
silver, utlorncd with pearls and precious stones.2" The cJimate of the 
province is in some parts extremely hOt.Z78 The food· of the inhabi. 
tunts i9 meat and rice.2" 

NOTES. 

276. From. sOlltherlyor rather, ~outh · ea~t"rly situation of this place with 
retlpect to the province of Jjadnkh slian, it\! di~hlnc,' of about Iwo hundred miles, 
and olli"r circumstance!I, J should iul{'r Ihilt h) Blurin (in the epitomes, BaSli/; ) 
ill meant Pa;shorr or P t!t/WWCT, a city nut jilr fmlll thE' principal confluence of the 
riven tbut form the !:O ind or I mlu~. It i~ deKrilx:-d by Fo .... ter a~ large aud popu
l oUl~, !'Iod in consftJuencc of it~ wC!II c hfl:.l·n po:.it ion. an important mart, the 
re.,idcllce of wealthy merchants. HE' sa) ~, indeed, that it Willi founded by Akbar, 

whose r('i~ n began in 1550; but "lthough that enlightened monarch might have 
improved P";$hore, Rnd did actUAlly flJund AUok, lower down on the river, there 
is e vidence:' in his own Institutes that the form e:'r wus ill ('xi"tence before his ti.me. 
lt is tJU"re Raid: "Hekram, commonly called PlIishorc, enjoyll tl. delightful spring
U seaso~. HfOre is a lew called Gordehtery, a place of religious resort, par
" ticularly forjowgits." ~n Akbari, Vol. ii. p. 205. This is not tbe deacription 
of a citJ,Or recent date; nor if built by hi, masll' r, would Abu'Jfazl ha ye men
tioned it in lIuch slight terms. It ill probable, upon the wbole, that FOf1Iler 
applied to Paishore what he had been told of Attok. 

In .... very curious narrative of the travels of Benedict Goez, a Portuguese 
Jesuit..a., in the year 1603, pursued from tbMint nearly the route described 
hy oa~ .or, and strongly corroborates his ~, we find him making a bait 

or 
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BOOK I. of twenty day;; tit PafUlIir, ill artier to prepare for his further journey through 
-- Kabul, Talknll, ano lladakhshfUl, to Kashgar and China. Thl' circumfl(ances of 

eIUI'. XXVI. this journl'y arc preserved in the Mcmoin of P. MaUh. Ricci, publi~hcdt in 
N()'~, Latin, b} Nicolas Trigault, ill 161.1, by the title of" De Chri~tiann Expcditione 

"a",Sinlls." The copies of this work ill my pOSll~sion are; n French trans
IRtio~nted at Lia)e, in 1617, a Spanish at Seville, in 1621, and nn Italian at 
NapieR, in 1622. 

It is proper, at the lame time, to obs('rvc. tbat a friend for whose opinion I 
have the greateflt deference, thinks it more likply that Bmria should be intended 
for Bjjore (the Hazira of Alexander' lI historians), lIituateci about fifty miles to tbe 
north of PaishoJ't" between Kabul and Kashmir, lind formerly a place of greuter 
extent and importance than i.t has been in modern times. For informati.on res
pecting this place, see Memoir of a Map of Hindoostan (ed. 1793) p.157-162. 
The marne of this is by E1phiostooe written Bajour. 

217. H ill evident that tbe people here deserihcd, if oot actulllly Indianll, nre 
Hearly ullied tdtQJern. "The hOU11l'8, food, and habitA of life of the tribeR of 
" PC!!huwer,'> (lays Eiphrnstone, " resemble those of the Eusofzyes. The dress 
" hIlS also some rellemblance, being II mixture of that of the Indians with that of 
" the Afghauns." ]'.359. 

218. "The hpat of Pt'sflOur" says Forster" seemed to me more intensc than 
" that of any other country] havc visitod in the upper pnrtl! o,Undia .... The 
" atmOtiphere in the summer solstice becomes almOl,l inflammab"''' Vol. ii, p. 
50. "PCShmJJfr':lIl.Ys Elphinstone " i ~ situat('cl in a low plain , surrounded 
" on all sides except the en!!t, with hills. The air i'l cono;equ('ntly much confined, 
" and the heat greatly increased. J n the summer of 1809 .... the thermomctel' 
" was for 8everuJ day ~ at 112 and 1I3 L

) , in a large tent artificially cooled.~' P.J32. 

219. " The markets" Forster adds II are abundant1y supplied with provi~ 
n sions of an excellent kind, particularly the mutton, which ie the flesh of the 
U large-tailed sheep." P. 50. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXVlJ. 

Of the province Q[ Ke.wlur situated towards the sout~east; Q{ its ;Ilhobi. 
tants who are s"'j/led in magic ; (if their communication 'With the indian 
sea; and qf a class qf Mnnils, their mode Q[ life. and e.rtraordinary 
abstinence. 

137 

KESMUR is a province distant from BaJcid seven days journey.280 Its BOOK J. 

inhabitants a.lso have their proper Ianguage.281 They are adepts beyond CHA;;;'VII. 

aU others in the art of magic; insomuch that they can compel their 
idols, although by nature dumb and deat: to speak; they can likewise 
obs~ure the day, and perform many other miracles.282 .They are pre-
emment amongst the idolatrous nations, and from' them the idols 
(worshipped in other part!') pl'oceed.2~3 From this country there is a 
communication (by water) with the Indian Sca.2l!4 The natives are of 
a dark complexion. but by no means black; and the women, although 
dark, are very comely.2B5 Their food is flesh, with rice and other 
grains; y-.hey are in general of a spare habit. The climate is 
moderately warm.2Bfi In this province, besides the capital, there are 
many other towns and !;trollg places. Thf' rf' arc Au woods, desert 
tracts, and difficult passes (in the mountains), which give security to the 
inhabitants against invasion.2111 Their king is not tributary to any 
power. They have amongst them a particular class of devotees, who 
live in communities, obsen'e strict abstinence in regard to eating, 
drinking, and the intercourse of the sexes, and refrain from every kind 
of sensual indulgence. in order that they may not give offence to the 
idols whom they worship. These persons live to a considerable age. 
They have several ~teries in which certain superiors exercise the 
functions of our abbots, and by the mass of the people they are held in 
great ~verence.288 The natives of this country do not depri"e any 
creature of life, nor shed blood, and if they are inclined to eat flesh .. 
meat. it is necessary that the Mahometans who reside amongst them 
8hou~y the animal.289 The article ~oral carried thither from 
Europ~.old at a higher price than in .lIJIIher part of the world. 

T If 
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BOOK I. H I were to proceed in the same direction it would lead me to India; 
CHAP. XXVii. but J have judged it proper to reserve the description of that country 

for a third book; and shall therefore return to Balas/ian, intending to 
pursue from thence the straight road to Kataia, and to describe, as has 
been done from the commencement of' the work, not only the countries 
through which the route immediately lies, but also those in its vicinity, 
to the right and Jeft.29Q 

NOTES. 

280. A'~mlur or ( '!Iwnur (C/lc" imur in tho Latin version!! and Cassimur in the 
Jtlliion f'pilol1lel;) is undoubtedly intf'udt'd lor K(L~bm'r ~, 1'hf' distance, 
indeed, frolll P(lMwrr or P cs!wWt-r, II!! it ClIlIllot hI' l('slI dlUn two hundred miles, 
and in n mounl.fhtou" l'nuntry , should hf" "Iorf' than seven elllYS juurney; but we 
mUll! lIot 1001. for "h 'id :L('curacy i" thi li n'~l)(' c t ; nnd our own maps dilll.-r con~i· 
dernhly in the relative pm,ilion of thc two placell, 

For circUllllliautial aC('Ollllts of thi~ interesting country, the r('adc r may consult 
the Ayin A~bari, Bl'rn;cr'lI and Forster 's travch., ]tennell's Memoir of a Map of 
Hindooelan, and Elphinstonc'lI ACCllllllt of Cuuhul. 1n the age in ",hich our 

author wl'Ote, it~ population app('ar~ to have hceb chiefly IIi. ; as in more 
ancient times it WIlS (' ~ t e('mcd one of the principal lient" of that relig ion and of 
Snlll,krit lit(' rntlln~, The wealth d('rivcd from it<- ecll'hratf'ti manufacture, and 
its idolatrous sanctily, tempted the Il\'arice nnd mu<;cd .he limatie zeal of the 
Mahometan'l, by whom it wal; invuded at an early pc·riod j hut UB it did not full 
under thl' dominion of J('n{!;ir.HlIln or his immediatc <lLIccesliors, it iK here ~poken 
orall an independent kingdom. It was, howc\ (' r, hrotlght under !ouilj l'dion to 
tbe Moghuh, or Hindustan, by Akluw, in the y ear 1585, anel becamf' the liwourite 
Fummer residence of tllat family. U poo the decline of the empire, Kmh'llir was 
I;{'ized by the rude band of tile Ajghtins, who, as Forster observes, " po!osclising 
" neither th~ genius nor libemlity of the Moglluls, Ilave Buffered its elf'gnnt !;< truc· 
U tures to crumhle into ruiIlR." Vol. ii, I)' 14, 

~1. " 1'JIO language of K(/slimire" sa)'1 :Forster " evidently spring810m the 
" Sansklit stock, lIud rl'&embies in "ound fhat of the Mahrattas." P.22, "The 
" Cashmf'rian!t" !iayll mphinstollc "are a distinct nation of the Hindoo Btock, 
" Ilnd ditfer in language and mllllnerl from loll their neighbours." P. 506. 

28~. The arts ofnecroman~ magic have prcl·aileel amongst alJ _on~ oj 
the world, at II. certain lltugf' ~ilizlltion, or rather ofbarbari!illl. Iuthe Ealit 

they 
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thf'J seem to have tnken deeper root, and to have flourished longer than in Eu- BOOK L 
rope, where tbey dieappeared berorf" the enlightened doctrinea of Christianity -
and the progress of rational knowlcuge Itnd experimental science. The precepts CHAJJ,XXVII. 
of tbe kordn although strongly directl!d against every species of divination, have r\otQ. 

not had tbe effect of banishing the practice, allll astrologers arc publicly coun
tenanced in Muhomclan countriclI, and consulted upon all undertakings. OUl' 
nuthor seem'! to ascrihe these 8rts in a particular miluner, if not exclusively, to 
the Indians ; and Abu'lfazil also, 8pcaklll~ of the people of Kashmir, says: 
" They are prcdictonl and astrologcr~ like ttll' Ilindoos:' In Duric's very 
amusing narrative of bis adventures in the Afghri71 ('ountry, we find the following 
passage: " The takeel'l; of Hindostnn, who go to thf'ir countries, do nol fail in 
" their endeavour!! to make tlwm (the AjghJns) believe false and incredible repre. 
u 8en1ation8, and they are weak eunugh to jil:ive a good deal of credit to them. 
" They hold the pcople of Bengal af!: perfect magician~, and th<>'"Europeana (whom 
" titE'y reckon 88 wise, intelligl'nt,and C(luitabl(» n~ perfect chemists, well ver8ed 
" in the art of making gold." Account of Caubul, Appendix, ~14. 

283. This i~ consihtl.'nt with wilat we arc told ill the Ayin Akbori; that" the 
If Hindoo& rt'A'ard all CasllOwer IlIl holy laud, wherc forty-five placce arc dedi. 
" caled to M ahruko, lIixty-four to JJ;~ht:n, thrl'e to Brahma, and hventy.hyo to 
" Durga (the goode!." of mountainb)." Vol. il. p. 156. It is therefore by no 
means improbable that the brahmalls of thi~ remote and Hacred country may bave 
su pplied southern India with mnny of tholoe imagl.'& of their deities, in stone aDd 

copper, with which the templcsllbound: for iclol~ of homo m'-acture, we may 
prehulllc, hnvc lc~ .. honoU!' il) their own country, than thosf' imported from diltant 
places of holy rt'pule. 

284. " Mo!;t of the trade of the country" .,aYM the Ayin Akbari "is carried on 

" by wo.ter." The river Jeilum or R ellut, whicb fiowl:! through the Talley of 
Kmhmir, and is there navigable, falls into the Indu" after uniting ita wateTl 
with those of the Cbt!nrib and the llti:Di, not far from the city of Mwlldn: but aI 

its coursf', after ll.'avingthat valley, i'l through a mountainous country} the naVla 

gat ion must be interrupt~ 8t1me places. 

285 • • the population of Kas'm'l1r ",as at that time Hindu, as we have every 
re8i1Oll to suppOI,e, although it had been occasioDally aubdued by Hahometans, it 
may be tbought difficult to reconcile to the customll of tbose people, wbat is here 
said of their rood consisting in part of fl6llh: but in fact the Hindu C",!ltes are not 
practice. strict in regard to meats, 811 tbe _cepta. of their religion w?uld 
lead UI to believe. Add to this, tbat the K .. h~ hemS' noted at all peruxis, 
jOt their li(bt and dilloiuto chanu,(er, it iv not alDOPI them (however hoJy their 

T 2 land) 
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BOOK I. land) tllat we are to look for a strict ob&ervanee of the 'Otd(JI. Forster may pel''' 
haps be thought to rate their morality too low, when he' &ay': I' A Kasbmirian 

CH .... P. XXVII. " must have been grievou!lly eroban'8.ssed to justify his conduct, when he ascribed 
Noln. " it to any principle of religion; for he is il H indoo, 11 Mabometun, aud would 

" become n Chri!ltian if a priest werc at hand, Hccarding to the fashion or interest 
u of the day." Vol. it p. J5. 

" Many bramins of Bengal, Hindostan, ond Casbmire " says Colonel Wilks 
" eat the ftelb of fawn, mutton, and whate\'er is slain in sacrifice." Historical 
Sketches of the South of India, p. 505. ~' The Hindoos here," sa)S Pottinger, 
.peaking of the inhabitants of Kclat in B elooc/iistan, "arc by no means atrict in 
u their observance of the brnhminical laws, nnd 1 Wari astonisbed to find~ that 
" both the brahmins and their disciples eat every kind of fl nllh-meat exc(>pt beer, 
" even though killed by a mOO8ulman." Travels in Beloochistan and Sin de, p. 78. 

286. The tem"femh'nes! of its climate haA always been a subject of panegyric, 
and was the otcl';ion of it! being the Bummer residence of the Moghul emperors 
of Hindustan. "The whole of this loobah " says the Ayin Akbari " r£'presen(s 
u a garden in perpetua1 8prin~.1t Vol. ji . p. 152. 

287. The valley of Kmhmir, imbosomed within the Hindu-koh or IndiaD 
Caucasus, is nearly surrounded by loRy mountains, and is conllequently difficult 
of access, to an army; but yet from the ullwarlike character of tho hillivcs, it 
has been exposed to frequent invasions. "The fortifications with which nature 
ct has furnished 4Abu'lfazl adds" arc of all astonishing height." 

288. Theile monks appear to resemble the lalapoim of j\ va and Siom, and 
gyio1lg1 of Tibet, wbo reside in communities, under the discipline of a liuperior, 
termed a sanJ.To in tbe former countrics, and 11 lama. in the latter. Likc them 
also they were evidently buddbists; and although that proscribed !;ect may Ilave 
ainee di8llppearP.d from Krultmtr, 88 frOiD most of the other provinces of Hindus· 
ian, Abu'ICazl, who wrote in the siIteenth century, notices soooe remains of 
them io his day.. "The third time" he says "that the author followed the 
II imperial stirrup to the delightful territory of Ka'imir, be met with some old 
" men of this religion." Vol. iii, p. 158. In anotbet" place he tells os that "the 
t( most respectable people of thiA country are the ,;mir, who although t'try do not 
" .uft'"er themselves to be fettered with traditioDs (stories of the puratlcu) are doubt. 
" less true wonbippen of God. They revile Dot any otber seet, and uk nothing 
" of any ODe; they plant the roads with fruit treee to furnisb the traveller with 

" rerreshment; tbey abeta:jt=aflesh; and hue no intercourae wiwe mher 
"aes. There are near tw nd of thiI sect in KaMmir." Vol. ii. p. 155. 
It should be obiened, howeveI", that although be lpeaka of "many ancient 

" idolatrou. 
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" idolatrous temples built of brick and stone, lOme of wbich are in perfect BOOK: I. 
H preservation and otbers in ruin~," he makes no spetific mention of IDODag.. -

leriesj but theRe may wen be supposed to have Ct>lIsed to exi.6t under the CHAP. XXVII. 
mUS8ulman governments that preceded the tolerant reign of Akbar. N~ 

289. Abu'Ifor.I, speaking of the priests of the religion of Buddha, in Ktukm1r, 
obBervefl, tbat although they will hot kin an animal, they do not refuse any kind 
of food that is olfered to them; and whatever dies of ihelf tbey CODaider to be 
killed by God, and therefore eat it. Vol. iiI) p. 158. Amongst the Hindtll 
mnny caBtes are allowed to eat of cerlain kiDds of animal food, "ho yet are 
rt'!flTainM from shedding blood. 

200. Our author here give. a consistent Anrl intelligible olCrount of tbe plan he 
pUrsUCR in hi~ description of the several countrie~ that came within tho scope of 

his observation or knowledge; and it is only to be regretted tbat be baa not 
drawn a clearer line of distinction between th~e places wb~ he actually saw 
himsC'Jr, and those respf'Cting which he colleeled mformation from otllers. I am 
inclined to b"licve that he did not vhllt the Panjab (or country embraced by tbe 
streams whl(~h form the Indus), and that what he relates of p~shawer and Kash
mir, was furnisbed to him during his lont; residence at Badakhs/uJn, by person" 
who frequenlE'd thOle plac('8 for the purpo!:les of trade. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Qf the province qf Vokhan j of an ascent for three dolJs, leading to the 
summit qf a Itigh mountain; if a peculiar breed if sheep .found there i 
qf the tffect Q[ thc great elevation upon .fires i and if the savage life Q{ 
tlte inhabitants. 

LEAVING the province of BalasMn and travelling in a direction CHAPu' ;"\ III 

between north-east and east, you pass many castles and habitations on 
the banks of the river, belonging to the brother of the king of that 
pl.c~d after three days journey rea~i a province named Vokan j 

which itself extends in length and width ~e distance of three days 
journey.ttl The people are Mahomelana, have a distinct JaDguage, are 

civilised 
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BOOK J. civilised in their manners, and accounted valiant in war. Their chief 
UI!\~t1I. holds his territory as a fief dependent upon Balas/tan. They practise 

various modes of taking wild animals. Upon leaving this country and 
proceeding tor three days, still in an east-north-east course, ascending 
mountain after mountain, you at length arrive at a point of the 'road, 
where you might suppose the surrounding summits to be the highest 
land in the world. Here between two ranges, you perceive a Jarge 
Jake. from which flows a handsome river that pursues its course along 
an extensive plain, covered with the richest verdure. Such indeed is 
its quality that the leanest cattle turned upon it would uecom(' fat in 
the course of ten days. In this plain there are wild animals in great 
numbers, particuhtrly i'lh~ev of a lurgt: toil;C, ha,·tug horns three, four, 
alld even six palms in lengtll. Of these the shcpherds form ladles and 
\-csse1s for holdlng their victuals; and with the same materials they 
construct fences for enclosing their cattle and securing them again'!t the 
wolves, with which, they sny. the country is infested. and which Ijke~ 

wise destroy many of these wild sheep or goats.211Z Their horns and 
hones being found in large quantities. heaps arl' made of them at the 
sides of the road, for the purp05e of guiding travellers at the <;eason 
when it is oovered with snow. I"or twelve tlays the course is along this 
elevated plain, .h is named Pamer ;293 and as during all that time 
you do not meet with any habitations, it is necessary to make provision 
at the outset accordiogly. So great is the height orthe mountaim. that 
no birds are to be seen near their summits; and however extraordinary 
it may be thought, it was affirmed, that from the keenness of the air. 
fires when lighted do not give the same heat as in lower situations, nol' 
produce the same effect io dressing victuals.294 

After having performed this journey of twelve days, you have still 
forty days to travel in the same direction, over mountains and through 
vallies, in perpetual succession, passing many rivers and desert tracts, 
without seeing auy babitation or the appearance of verdure. Every 
article of pro\'ision must therefore be carried along with you. This 
region is called Beloro.'JlJ5 !ven amidst the highest of these mountains 

there live a. tribe of sav'" ill-disposed, and idolatrous people, who 
subsist upon the animals they caD destroy, and clothe themlfClves with 
the skins. 
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NOTES. 

291 h Aficr having traced our author's line of description through countries 
where the writing'll of other traveller.; enablr.d us to recognize his steps, if we 
should now find oUl'8clvc~ in n region of greater uncertnint y, the change is not 
to be attributed 80 mnch to any additional obscurity 011 hi~ pari, 8S to the want 
of corresponding information on ourll ; this tract heing very imperfectly known to 
U8. With r"spect, however, to the name I.UId «ilnation of Yok!utn (the orthogra
phy or which differs little in tilt, ~evcral vers io ll~ ) we arc not entirely without 
light'" both I\neient nnd modeI'll. It i'4 idf'lItifif'd ill ti lt' li,'ht ilill tance by its con. 
nexion with a place named Wt'ishgerdor l1 'rishAi/'d, concerning which Ibn Hnu
kat bays: "the riv{'r If"ekhslwb comes out of TUI'I..('~t ,UI , into thl' land of Wekhsh, 
" near a mountain where there is a bridge h('tw('I'1I Klwilllli and the horders of 
" Weishkird. From that it runs towanl ~ RaUh, and fall .. into the .Jilloon at 
" Termed," p.239. In the rOIlOlVill~ pa~~ag(' li l,m the work of' Edrisi we find 
the Yokhan of our text brought into contact" ith the plact'~ here menti.oned: 
" Dc n>gionibu!I finitimis V(Ie/un (JVddlsli I Jf Tr,l/,/I)II V->J ) cl Gil J.?. Ijl\llt 

H floc/tan( Po/dum ~J ) et Sacqita (Sukilfllt~) ill terra Tore. Inter Vachan ct 
H Tobhat intercedit iter octodrcim dicrum, In \'acllllll extant fudinc~ argenti. " 
p. It I . I1Tcishgl'rri hl,tl, appe<II'!; In IH' th e c(luntr), in\(>rmediat(' b£'twc£'n 
Radnkhshan lInu Yok/tan, which OUI' author Icl1~ m \\'II~ fjoycrul,d by a brother (,I' 
the kin!{ of th£' former. • 

What Eclri ... i states l'(''ipl'ctill" thi s \ull{'y, a ... wrll ,H OHf author'.., acronnt of It, 
are full y justified by the memoir l'xpllliuillg the 1\m]l IWl'fix('u to th(' account of 
Cnubul, where Licut. Mocartncy, bPcnking of the riv('r :\mmu or OXII8, ~ays: 
" Thil> riv{'r .• , .hlls its ~UUI'Cf' from the high lallu ~ of Pllnl l'r. It i .. !'u£'s fmlll a 
" narrow valley, two or thrt·f' hund r,'d ~'ardtl hrond: in Hfukhan, the ~outhcrll 
f( boundary of Panur. 'fhitl valley i~ lIIc1o ~ !'d on tlm'e ~id ('<; hy the high <;nowy 
" mountain called Pooshtiklmr) to thl' south, east ami west. 'rile !>tren m j<; !lcen 
" coming from under tbe icc," Appendix, p, 6\G. The mere verilir,llion of 
the name and position of a di'ltrict loO I!ccitHIcti, mnst 1m allowed to fUI'lli ~h an 

unexceptionable test of the genuin{,lIc~s of OU I' tra\'eUcl"s relation, 

.292. From tbe length of the horns of these Rnimals nod the USes to which tbey 
were applied, we might 8uppo~e th£'m to be a species of ibex or mountain goat; 
and although called melT/tom' in th(' first instance, they arc uftenvortls ~pok{'n of as 
beteld 0'1' bouci. In Elphin!ltone' !> Acc~nut of CagJlUl, th~~ conjecture is justified, 
'A'IatN be says: " Goats are common 10 all the '.OtllltalllouS parts of the COUII~ 
" try, aad an by no meaus scarce io the plains. Some breeds bave remarkably 

" JOlIg 
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BOOK 1. "long and curiously twisted hornll." P.144. J. Rh. Fonter ohlervea that these 
- animals arc termed ftfoujlons and MuJlioni, by the French and Italian writers. 

t HAP.XXVUI. 

Note5. 293. We find tbe elevated plain of Pamer, Pamirc, or Pamir, in alllhe maps 
of Persia and tbe neigbbouring countries. In that which accompanie;; Mac· 
donald Kinneir's Geogr. Memoir, it occupies a place corresponding to the bear· 
jngs 'we should infer from our author's de!;cription. "Though the Pumer ridge" 
says Lieut. Macartney" is inferior in heigbt to the Hinrloo Keosh ridgt', the land 
" on which it run", appears to me much bigher, for in travelling to the north 
" from the latter, the a~cent appears to be very consirlerablc, Bnd as a proof of 
(( it, all the riven; which have thE"ir Ilourcc io thiR ridge, have a southerly COUrtiC' 

" till th£')' mt'et the high lund of Hindeo Koos", aft.er which tllCY run west aod 
" wt>!It-north·west after joining the Oxus." Account of Cauhul, p.6S8. "The 
" lJuduksl1(ln ridge" adds thc same intelligcllt officer (t runs from Ilorth-north
" cabi to liouth-soutb-we@t,betweentheHindoo Koosh and Pamer ridges." " TIlE" 
" Budukshan ridge appeBf1!, from all account .. , to be a very conliideroble one, 
" Bud coyered for tbe greater part of the yenr with snow. The hill of Pooshti
\I kllUr is covert>d with snow all the year through. " "The whole of the country 
(t between the Hindoo Koosh and Pamer ridges, nppean,. to be group,,!! of hills." 
, I. The llills are well wooded, and the low olles along their buse are well stocked 
'I with fruit-trees ofvariou8 kinds." P.689, 

29 .... Bird!', as well a!l nil other animals, in their natural ~tntc, frequent those 
parts where they. most readily procure their food; and this not being furni .. hed 
to them ill very elevated regiolls, lilf'y arc in Iluch situations proportionably rnrf'. 
With respPd to the actien of fire, every person's l'xpcrif"llec II licW!!, Ihat jll placc!. 
exposed to excersive cold, a much greater quantity of fuel is required, to produce 
the same effect as a small quantity where the temperature Ib moderate. De Luc 
obsene! that on high mountains fire burllil more sluggish ly, and its effects arc lC1ifl 

powerful, than at the level of the lea. Recherches sur les Modi{ications de 
l' AtmospMre, No. 903, 919. 

295. This alpine region, named by eastern geographers BtlUr or Be/Or .J~' 
i!l Iwid down in StrableJlberg's map, from whence, apparently, it has been traDS. 
ferred to thOle of O'Anville; but it~ poaition relutively to Pamir and Badakh,hon 
'"ill be found still more conformable to (lur autbor's account, in the recent con
Sltuetions of Macdonald Kiuneir and Macartney. H OUt maps" says Elphin
Mone "call the range whieh runl from Moot: Taugb to Hindoo Koosh, Belur 
" Tag, which is evidently a corruption of the Turkish words Deloot Taugb or 
U dODdy mountains. f •• Bel«" Taugh forml the boundary betwct'n the political 
" division. of Indep;ndent Toorkisfauu and Chjm~1ie Toorkiillaun. It also formll 

u theM 
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(( theee t"o eouDtriea into two natural dil'jaioDs, since itaeparates their atreams." BOOK I. 
Account of Caubul, p. 87. 

With rellJlect to the nature of the country, it is apoken ot by the same writer CHAP.XXVIll . 
" I" 1 d'Jr ' ~ b N UII:I Ul terms Itt e !perlOg lrom t OfIe employed in tbe text. "Izzut oollah" he 
sa,.. U gnel a frightful picture of lb~ cold and desolation of t.h.ls eJented tract, 
" which extends for three matches on the highest part of the country between 
" Varkund and Ley (or Ladauk) ." Note, p. 113. That tbis appJies to the 
tamo region, although the placet named are different, appean from the follo'lfin« 
paNagt' ill tbe appendix: U Tbil ridge " says Macartney If i8 the Doe I have 
" before mentioned, all having been pasted at severnl dlstllnt poinb, aDd 1lD8wers 

" to the Pamer ridge. The road from Leh leads along it for twelve day,. 
" journey on the road to YMkund." p.646. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

fir the city if Kashcar, and if the commerce if it, inhabitants. 

AT length you reach a place called Kas/u-ar, which, it is said, was CHAP. XXIX. 

formerly an inuependf'nt kingdom, but is now subjed1:o the tlominion 
of the Grand khnn.2!J6 Its inhabitants arc of the Mahometan religion. 
The province is extensive, and contains many towns and castles, of 
which Kashcar is the largest and most important.:z97 The language of 

the people is peculiar to themselves. They subsist by commerce and 
manufacture, particularly works of cotton. They have handsome garR 
dens, orchards, and vineyards. Abundance of cotton i!\ produced 
there, as well as flax and hemp. Merchants from this country travel 
to all parts of the WOrld.i but in truth they are a covetous, sordid 
race.:z9a eating badly anJ drinking worse. Besides the Mahometans 
there are amongst the inhabitants several Nestorian Christians, who are 
permitted to live under their own laws, and to hue their churches.~ 
The ext..nt of the province is five days journey. 

u NOTES. 


