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not being able to exceed a certain pace.'02 M .... ngers qualified to un. 
dergo this extraordinary degree of fatigue, are held in high estima
tion/03 

NOTES. 

686. This word, which in Ramusio's te:d ill printed lamb, we find to be itmli in 
the Bule edition, lanbi in the older Latin, and iamb or, 88 we should write it, 
NtIRtb, in tbe B. M. manuscrjpt; and there explained by the term of " maosionf'9 
"equorum." It is fwident therefore that tho 1 for i, in the ltaliv.n, is a mi&takc 
of traollCriplion, and we mlly conclude the word to be the Persian ydm or 14m 

r~' which Meninski tra081».tell, " statiooarius, "eredus seu veredariu8 equus," 
but which, in the following paaaagc from the journal of Shah Rokh'$ amba .... dors. 
i. made to denote the ion or p08t.holl«' (agreeably to our author's use of it), and 
Dot the poet·hones: "Enfin its arrivoient tous les jours (sa)~ this Pel'8ian 
" account of their progress tbrough Kataia or China) daliK un Jam ou logement, 
" et ehaque semainc dans une ville." P. 5. Meninski remarks that it belongs to 
the dialect spok. in Karasmia, which at the period of ite conquest by Jengiz· 
kAon and his 80DS, was amongtt the most civilized countries of Asia, and tbe 
mOil likely to have had establishmenb of that nature. U Dans toutes les ,-iUes 
" qui IOnt sur lea grande'll routes" says P. Bouvet" il y a ordillairem~nt dee 
". Ymna, c'est..a-dirc, des bureaux ou 1'0n cnlretient plus de 100 ou J50 chevau 
" de poste; et quand les villca 1I00t trop cloignees les unes des autres, il y a d .. 
" postes entre deux." Do Malde, t. i, p. 95. By the Chincllc tMir post·houaes 
are termMt Ir.hnn or I'hMt, and hreonty.fivp to thirty miles is said to be their dis. 
tance from eaeIl other. The PaRiah marhikh and mansil equally signiry, " a 
" .tare or balting place, after r d.,', journey (of about thirty miles)." Tbe 
,....,.., ltauo, manlio, of the Greeks, was of the .. me nune. 

681. By "kingt" are beN mesat perIOIUI or u.t raak w.bicb the ChineN 
term.,,-, a.nd the Port-.gueae rep"'} They may be compared to the pri.aee. of 
the Germao empire, or to the Hindu rajfJI UDder the "Mo,bul,o't'ernroeot. 

688. To those who mm their judgment of the ancieot eltabli,hment& of 
the Chi ... empire from. modem dellCriptioDI!J, this number of horses at each _t_ or, .... ad. 01 .... a,'. ordiaary ;.arMY, _rappear improlaable; but 

Ibo -00 ... jatIijIod loy Ibo "-'y of lb ...... jowaallbot hu .. oRe. 
__ 10 ..... " ~bt .... _ ..... ' .... bljono, lIdIoup .,. IIIIi>oeqoItIItI,r 
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to h~ tilDe by about a «ntury and 1\ half. "Au Jor-ent de eDqDe,}oumE:e" 
My tbe ambRllado," " OR fournissoit quatre cena cinquante tlltt chevallll: qu'inea 
" et mulets, nee cinquantc-e jx chariots (lour lee -ambftNadetlrl •••• Let chariot. 
" eont tirez par un grand nonlbre d'hommcs qui Jell tirent a"ec dee eordet d'un 
u logement a un autre, quelque pluif' qu'il fasse, quelque mcmtlgnes que l'oa.it 
" a pllSSer, et quelque difficiles que lIOient leg cheminll." P. (., 

689. By amba8aadon, in ChineAe history and accountl of China, 1fe are to 
uodentand not only the representatives of foreign princes, to whom we coa6ne 
the te rlP, bot ever, petty n'iIoB.l orthe cmpirt>, or deputy of such vusa1, who re
pairs to the court, invested "ith a public character. Those of the first mentioned 
duu were in the practice of takint;' under their protection, as a part of tbeir auite, 
large bodies of traders, "ho hy that means had an opportunity of introdueiJtr tlteir 
gooda into tbe country, in contravention of the elitabli~bed Rgulatwn., but obvi· 
oUlly "ith the COllnivance of thl" "OVl"rnOfll of frfmtipr towntl. and perbaIM 01 tile 
court itself. Thi!! ia avowed by Shall 1l.oldl·' Blllballlladon, lind particularly de. 
~bed by Benedict Goez, who, himselr, trdvelled in tbe capacity of a mercliant. 

690. An iocon@istency in the numbers, not easy 10 reconcile, preeeDts ibtelf in 
drit place; for if by ten tbounnd building-; are meant 110 man,. POlt.bouses, the 
total number of horllel, instead of being two hundred thouaand, sbould amount 
to four millionl. It is probable tbnt a cipher IIhould be cut off from tbe tormer, 
and tbat, tOr ten, we IIhould read one thousand, whicb would iwmg the error 
within moderate boundll ; or, it may be iutended. to include in thlt Dumber U!e 
.tatioDR, at ahoTt intensll, for couriers on foot. 

691. The modem accounts of Chinese polygamy or co~cubinage lead U8 to 
IiUp~ tbat it is not common amongst the lo"er clauet of lOciety. "" La loi" 
.ya De Ollignes fiJa, " ne permet qll'i\ l'empleur, aus grandl et aus mud.rio. 
'" J'usage des concubioes; elle Ie defend au peuple, a. Dloinl que 1'6poU8e De Mtit 
U aWrite ..• Cette loi n'ed pas 8t1 ivie a la Jettre ..• Cbez Ie, particulien lei! 
u concubines lont re~uetl sans formHlitc j ellee80nt IIOl1IIla dependanee de l'epolI88 
u l~gitime." T. ii , p.283. " It is among 'Ole upper ranka only a.nd a few wealtb.J 
" merchants," I8Y' Barrow, "where a plurality of win' are to be fOund. E....,. 
(( great otDcer of state has hi, htrf'(U1l cOQsistin( of lix, eight, or teD "om~ 
H according to hi. circumstanctll, &C. Every lIIerehant alao of Canton hili u 
u seraglio. but a poor ma.n finds one wife quite autBcient for aU bit W~llt8t ... 
" the ebitdren of one "oman as many, and aometimefl more, tban be It .tWt *
t' .upport." Tr .... in China, p. 148. It appears from beace that, wbate ... .er .. 
law",,. be, no ftIItraiftt, iA fact, Dut tIIal of po.-y pn'fOAta tMm froaa, 

iDd1ll&iDl in 111. plurality 01" .. hich .... auIhor .pnIoo. 
691. la 
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692. In Sumatra tbe rate of produce of up· land rice is reckoned at eighty, and 
of low·land, at an hundred and twenty for aile. Thill increu(', 90 diepraportionatc 
to \\'hat is known in Europe, I have ventured to attribute rather 10 tbe huving of 
grain in the mode of sowing, tllan to any superior fertilit)' of 80il. See Hiet. of 
Sumatra, ed.3, p. 77. See al80 Vay. it Peking &c. par De Guignea 61s, t. iii, 
p.3S2. 

693. II Dan8les provinces lIeptentrionales" 88YS De Guignel U au 1'0n recolte 
II du h1e et de }'orge, on rcduit Ie grain en farine; on en fait des cbpecea de 
" plettea miocell, qU'on fllit cuire d.lI1F1 une polHe •••• Lea Cbinois lont avec 18 
" farine une grandt· quantite de vt'rmitcllc; nous en vimclI beaucoup daos notre 
" 'Voyage .... On mallge dans Ie nord Ie millf't cuil en forme de gnlettca ou en 
" bouilJf'." 1'. iii, p. 34!t. A stronger proof of our author'lI fiJt'lity cannot be 
required, than is afforded by the minute ngreemf'nt of theBc observations on thc 
use made of certain grains ,UI articles of food. 

694. " Upon the road" saYII Bell "we met witb many turrets, called posr. 
U houRes, erected ot cf'rtain du;tances from one anoth('r ... These plaN's arc guarded 
" by a fl'w soldiers, who run II foot, from one POlit to another, with great !lpeed; 
" carrying lettel"llOr diliputches that concern the emperor .. , The distance of one 
" poat.bou8e from another ill usually five ChinC'l!e fi or mile!; ... I compute five of 
" their miles to be about two and an half English." Vol. i, p. 340. "II y a 
" aUI"i dElI! postes regleeM et di~pOl>ces de troi" ell trois lIulCIJ ; mais il n't'st pas 
" permis aux particuliers de s'en servir, et dJes "ont rcscrvces pour leI:! couriers 
" de TEmpereur, et pour les affaires qui concernent Ie gouvernement." LeU. 
idif. t. niii, p. 314. 

695. The U8e of f>e.lls for this purposE' would seem, from what is stated by De 
Guign(!II, to be now confined to tile meARenger. on horseback: "Lell cbevaux 
" dee ()(\uriers" he says" portent des 80nneUes au cou. '" afin qu'on soit averli 
" de leur .rrivee." T. ii, p. 2i3. It is likely, however, that the foot·mcssengers, 
hue .OIDe similar mode of milking known tbeir approach. 

696. A.n active man may, with perfect cue, run three miles at tbe rate of 
eigbt miles in the bour, and conBE'quently one hundred and ninety-two miles 
might be performed by succeaaive conrieA, in tweQty.four houra, or nearly fOllr 
hundred miles in two day. aod nigbts I but if by tbe "ordinary mode" i8 to be 
understood ten stages of thirty miJes, it i" only o6CClWllry tbat three hundred miles 
mould 00 performed in tbat lime; wbicb is al tbe rate of lJix miles in the hour. 
It appean from the newtlpaperlJ that ill tbe montbil of July and August J817, • 
man walked 1050 mi1ee in twent,. sw:0e&8i.ve daJ'I, at a place Dear O.l.tOrd. 

697. II 
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697. It is not easy to comprehend to whom it ill meant that thia ettabiiAbment 
"' .. ftOl atrended with expensli', If deducted from the amount of taXet to which 
the inhabitallts were otherwise liable, it was ultimate), a charge upon the 
revenue of the monarch. The wbole is far from being clear, but the prot.ble 
meaning is, that it was without expence, ultimately, to the iDdividuaJ. "ho 
performed the duty. 

698. To thOlOe who are acquainted with what bas been frequently dODe by 
J.orvemen 10 England, there is nothing extraordinary, much .. incredible, in 
lIuch a journey performed by a Tartar courier. 

699. Our governmeol·meueogers wear a Bilver greyhouDd on the jlCbt, for 
the same object. 

700. The part of the aentence between brackets, is added to .e the seDIe 
complete; wbich it is Dot in Ramusio's text. In other traoalatioDs the diftieulty 
ball been .voided by omitting "hat ia Aid of the dispatch of two couriers. 

.701. For the hom a Chinese gong bas heeQ substituted in modern timee. "Lee 
" courtiers" says Du H aide " trouvent toujoul'll del chevaux p~ts., et afiD 
" qU'OD o'y manque pas, un ou deux lys avant que d'amver, il frappe fortement 
" et a diverses repri.es lIur un bassin, aon d'uertir qU'OD -aUe promptement Je 
" cbeval, s'il ne l'etoit pas encore," 1', ii, p.53. This is Dot coosisteot will 
"bat is stated from De Guigoes, in Note 695, J"ctl~tilJg the IIIwall belt. attached 
to the bones' neckll, for the same purpose; but "hich our author sa,. be10aged to 
the foot·messeogel'l oaly. 

702. " Lonque poar eviter lea cbaleuf8 on voyage peDdaDt la nuit, ••• OD. 

" preud de, guides sur les lieux, qui porlent des torches a11om~ •••• On eo 
" chance de lieue en lieue j cbaque torebe qui a aiz a sept pied. de long, dure 
U pres d'une beure." P. 55. 

1os. "On en a vu " says De Guignea" De meUr4!l que onse joun pour lie readte 
" de Peking A Quaoton; c'est plus de cinquante lieu. par jour. III reqoivent 
" daDa eel tal e.r.tnJordinairea un bouton pour ricompeoae." T. il, p. tiS. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

Of 1M rcliif qfforded b!l tile Grand khan to all tile provinces <if Ilis empiIe, 
in times qf aea1'th or mortality if cattle. 

TID Grand khon sends every year lus commissioners to ' ascertain 
whether any of his subjects have suif'ered in their crops of corn from 
unfavourable weather, from storms of wind or "iolent rains, or by 10. 
custs, worms, or any other plague; and in such cases he not only re
frains from exacting the usual tribute of that year, but furnishes them 
from his granaries with so much corn as i!\ necessary for their subsist
ence, as w~ 88 for ~uwiug their land. \V.i.th this "jew, in times of 
great plenty, he causes large purchases to be made of such kinds of 
grain as are most serviceable to them, which is stored in granaries pro
vided for the purpose itt the several provinces, and managed with l'Iuch 
care as to ensure its keeping for three or four years, without damage/G4-

It is his command, that these granaries be always kept full, in order to 
provide against times of scarcity; and when, in sitch SC~SOIlS, he dis· 
poses of too grain for money. he requires for foul' measures no more 
than the purchaser would pay for onc measure in the market. In like 
manner -.bere there ha .. been a mortality of cattle in allY district. he 
makes good the loss to the sufferers from those belonging to himself,. 
which be has received as his tenth of produce in other provinces. All 
his thoughts, indeed, are directed to the important object of assisting 
the people whom he governs, that ~hey may be enabled to live by their 
labour and improve their substaW.1's We must not omit to notice a 
peouJiarity of hiamo,jesty, tbaE'"wh ... an accident ha • . bap""",ed"l>y 
tightniog to ..., herd of cattle. /lock 06 ·,heep. or .other domestic 
animal~ whether' the property of one or more persons, and however 
large the hem may be, he Uoes nol demand the tenth of the increase 
of 8uch cattle during three years; and so also if a ship laden with mer
chandize has been struck by lightning. he does not collect from her any 
custom or share of her cargo; considering the accident as an ill omen. 
God, he eay., baa shewn hi .... lf to be displeased with. the owner of the-

1I00de" 
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good., and he is unwilling that property bearing tIi. mark of divine 
wrath should enter his treasury.106 

NOTIlS. 

704. Ie In such times (of Icarcily) Ihcemperor of ChiDa" aa,. Stauntoa •••• 
" orders the granaries to be opened; be remits the taxel to tbose who are 
" visited by misfortunes; he affurds assilltance to enable them to retrieve tbeir 
" aft'lIinl." Vol. ii, p. 89. "In China" says Barrow II there are no greatfarmen 
« who !ltore their grain to throw into the market in 8eIl1lO1ll of acarcity. In suell 
" aea8o~8 the only rC80.lIrec is thitt of tbe government optni~g its magazines, and 
" restoring to the people that portion of their crop whir-h it hnrl rlpmllllded frOID 
" them lUI tilt! pri('c of its protection . And thio being originally only a ~ntb 
" pari, out of which .hp monthly IIlIbsiflt!' III'P of every officer a.,. IIOldier had 
" already been deducted, the remoinder is seldom adequate to the wanta of ~ 
"people. Insurrection and rebellion f'QliUC. " P.585. "Le gouverRemeot" 
'8,'1 De Guignes tI 0 &..it cou'ltruire de grands magasins pour conlerver lee 
II grailli. On en voit de consid~rablcs it. Peking el ia Ttmg-lCMou pour lubvenir 
" aux beRoins de In capita Ie. II Y ('II " nussi dant; cbaque province; mais cea 
" maga5i ns sont mal adminil trclll." 1'. iii, p. u.. "11 n'y a gu~r(l d'ann6ea" 

81,9 Du Halde " qu'il (l'ompcrcur) n'exempte quelquc province de tout tribut, 
" loraqn'elle a eM afflig6a de III disellc. ou de quelque autre calawite." T. ii, 
'P' 15. The practice of seUing from the roylll magaziDes, for tbe relief of tlwl 
inbabitantl in times of licarcity, ilo .Iso noticed by the Arabian traveller& of tU 
ninth century. Anciennes Relnt. p.31, 203. 

705. The edids of the Chinese emperorlf, e,en of luch as Were kept by their 
eunuchs and other favouritetl in profound ignorance of the aB'lIlire of their empire, 
aTfl fillt"d with sentiment!! expre8JJjyc of the most tender nnd onllidOs concern fOr 
the welflue of their people, whom they term their children. In ' /{ubWi', action. 
tbero was probably no nffedulioll of _ilanthropy; but from his general 
character it may be suspected that a rega~'d for his own intereet was the JUolive 
that actuated his bene\'olence (0 hil Chinele subjectl, of "bose loyalty he alwa)'!J 
.be"ed himsclf 8uspicious. 

706. No direct proof' of tbe existence of this lupentition in China, hu pre
.. ted itftlf. 'I'hat thunder and lightning are regarded with feelings of ertraor. 
clJDlry terror, is evident from the frightful representationl of the deity who 
preefdet OTer and is auppoted to wJeld t.biM t'lu8ine of divine wntb. "In the 
I' orillo.1 from whence the annexed figure n .,, StaUDtoD " h .. been taken, 

SD£! "tbe 
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" thedread£ul effects oftbis terrific apirit beneath the~loud8 are pointed out by the 
" appearance of ani.mals struck dead and lying prostrate on the ground, build~ 
H iogs overturned, 'and trees torn up by the roots." Vol. ii, p. 305. 

CHAPTER XXII. 

Of the trees which he causes 10 be planted at tile sides Q( the roads, and Q/' 
tke order in 'which they are kept. 

ThERE is another rcgulMion arloptRrl by his majesty, eq1lallyorna
mental and Weful . At both sirles of the public ro:uts he causes trees to 
be planted, of a kind that become large and tali, and being only twa 
paces a.sunder, they serve (besides the advantage of their shade in sum
mer) to point out the road (when the ground is covered with snow}; 
which is of great assistance and affords much comfort to travellers.7°7 

This i*(done along aU the high roads,. where the nature of the soil ad_ 
mits of plantation; but when the way lies through sandy deserts or over 
rocky mountains, where it is impossible to have trees, he orders stones 
to be placed and columns to he erected, as marks for guidance. He 
also appoints officers of rank. whose duty it is to sec that all these arc 

properly arranged and the roads constantly kept in good order. Besides 
the motives that have been assigned for these plantations, it may be 
added that the Grand khan is tbe more disposed to make them, from 
the circumstance of his diviners and astrologers baving declared that 
those who plant trees are rewarded.. with long life.108 

NOTES. 

7C1T. " II y a de certaines provinces II say. DlL HaItIe, "ou lea grands chemins 
" sont comme autant de grandes allCes, bordees d'arbres fort bauts." T. ii, p. 52 .. 
De OuigneB deacribee the high roads of the provinces througb which he travelled,. 
as generally planted with treea. T. ii, p. iH5-IG. The paces by which the distance 
of the trees is eatimlted by our author, mu&t be undentood as geometric or Roman. -
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paces of five feet, and even Qn that scale the intenral il too .mall. It is Dot im~ 
probable that be may in thill instance, Il'> wen lI.h in other parts of the work, hale 
eJ:prellsed himself in the measures of the country, which urt' tendered by Italian 
terms not srictly corrcllponding; 01' the pa~~;lge may have been corrupted. The 
explanatory word"! between hrackct ~, are ndded ill the translation. 

708. Solicitous as our author appeuT"> to Lc on all occasions, to represent his 
mosl(" 'b t.plt'lluid (!ualitil'!'j in the most allvuntagcous light, this and some othee 
admilj!.iolls or the salllf' kind, II illl re~l'ccl to tlH.l motives hy which he might have 
been actuatell, lire strpng mark \> of hi.., ingenuousness. It hae been observed in 
Note 472, that t'uperstilion was a prominent feature ill Kublai's character. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Of the kind Q[ wine made in the p'ovince qf Kataia j and rif the stones 
used there for burning, in the manner Q/' charcoal. 

DOOLll. 

THE greater part of the inhahitants of the provinr.e of Kataia drink CHAP. x:!I.l!l~ 

a,.rt of wine made from rice mixed with a variety of spices and drugs. 
This beverage, or wine as it may he termed, is so good and well. 
flavoured, that they do not wish for better. It is clear, bright, and 
pleasant to the taste, amI being (made) very hot, has the quality of 
inebriating sooner than any other/o9 

Throughout this province there is found a sort of black sto1f~ which 
they dig out of the mountains where it runs in veins. When lighted, it 
burns like charcoal, and retains the .e much better than wood; in· 
somuch that it may be preserved during tbe night, and in the morning 
be found stiH burning. These stones do not flame, excepting a little 
when first lighted, but during their ignition give out a considerable 
heat. It is true there is no scarcity of wood in the country, but the 
multitude of inhabitants is so immense, and their stoves and baths, 
which they are continually heating, so numerous, that the quantity 
could not supply the dem:wd; for there is no person who does not 

frequent 
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BOOK II. frequent the warm bath at Jea!:lt three time. in the week, and during 
Ii' )18 the winter, daily, jf it j~ in their power. Every man of rank or wealth 

Oft I. 
has onc in his house, for his own use; and the stock of wood must 
soon prove inadequate to such consumption; whereas these4tones may 
be had in the greatest abundance, and at a cheap rate,710 

NOTF.S. 

709. " Le yin, ou plllWt la hicre Chi noise " says Oil Halde "se fait avec une 
u espece de ris particliliel'. II fallt , qUlllld il est preRque cuit, y IIjouter certaines 
"drogues, pour Ie iairc lever." T. ii, p.307, 1I0h'. "u'ur vin " says D(' 
Guigllel; "s(' fait avec de I'Cllll dans Jaqucllc on a mi~ fermellter dll millet Oil du 
"riz. L'cau dc·vie cst composce avec du gro~ millet ou du riz sauvage, mucerc 
" dans l'ent1'avec IlU levain puur halor Ja fermentation: 011 pas!:!' en!>uitc la Ii· 
" queur a )'alambic .... Les Chinoill In hoi"ent chuude, aus~i que leur \·in." 
T. ii , p.27M. "Les Chinois" say'" 1'. Parenllin " n(' boivent ni ,·in oi raque 
" qu'illl ne I'aient fnit c:hl'"ft'~r." Lett. edit: 1. xxii, p. 185, cd. J7Sl. A detailed 
aeco. of the manuihdure is given in vol. xviii, p. 100, of the itllUC callt'Ction. 

710. TlJi!l circulllstantial account of the liSe made hy the Chiuese of pit or fOllSil 
coal, at a period when its propertiell were fl O little knowll in Europe, ,,·m.de
gervedly be thought an intcrNlting record of the fact, as well 311 n pro. 
undoubted genuinellcs~ and originality on the part or our author'. U Lell mines 
" de charbon de pierre sont en "i grnnde qnantite dAulI )('6 provlncell," t;lIYS 011 
Balde, U qu' il h'Y Il appnremment aueuR royaume au monde, OU il Y en ait taut, 
" et de!;i Ilbondante". II s'en trollve sanll oombre daulIlE'1i monta~csde8 provin .. 
" ces de Clu:n-si, de Lnml-s; et ue P(-('he-ii: lI.u~~i ~'eu !iert-on pour taus Jcs four .. 
" nea~ ouvriers, danli Jes euiliinee de touteti les maisons, et daDs Jes bypo-
" eau.t. ·fles chambrcil qu'on allume tout l'hyv('r. Sans un parcil secoufll, cel:' 
" peuples auroient peinc a vivre dWes paYII Ii froids, OU Ie bOil! de ckauffage 
" est rare, et par consCquent tres-c:lPf." T . i, p.29. U NallS avonl! eu" say. 
P. d'Enlrecollel "vingt jours de lIulle, par ifttenalle, quelquesle,erl tremble· 
" mens; il y en a (>u tie semblabletl a.' oent lieues aux envisoon. ,de Peking; 011 
" croit qu'Hs ant etc caUSes par 1~1 m,,,,11 que ,e trouv41Jlt dans lell montagne8 

l( qu'on decouvre a l'occident de Pe~ing, d.'~~ I'Q!;l ti~e. to~t Ie charbon de terre 
" qui se con8ume dans Je pays." Lett. edit: t. xix, p. 93. "Stovel" says Staun
ton "lire common in large buildings. Tbey are fed from without with f0l'l8il coal, 
" foond plentifully in the neighbourhood." Vol. ii, p.838. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Of the great and adwrable !i/)eralit,y exercised by the Grand khan tQwwvI,s 

tlu: poor ~f' Kanbalu and other persons 'who apply for reliif at JW 
court. 

315 

IT has been already stated that his majesty distributes large quantities BOOK II. 
of grain to his subjects (in the provinces). We sha.llnow speak of his CHA;'-XX.IV. 

great charity to, and provident carc of the poor ill the city of Kanhalu. 
Upon hi s being apprized of any respcctJ.ble family that hlld lived in easy 
circum"tances, being by misfortullcs reduced to poverty, or who, in 
consequence of illtirmitie!;, arc unable to work tor their Jiving or to 
rai se a supply of any kind of grain: to a tamily in that situation he 
gives what is necessary for their yeal's consumption, ami at the 
customary period they present themselves before the officers who 
manage the department of his majesty's expences and who resiJje in 1\ 

palace where that business ;5 u!msactcd; to whom they tlelivertlltate~ 
ment in writing of the quantity furni:-hcd to them in the preceding 
.r ; according to which they receive also for the prescnt. He providu 
W1ike manner for their clothing; which 110 has the means of doing 
from his tenths of wool, silk, ami hemp. These materials he has 
woven into the different sorts of cloth, in a house erected for that pur-
pose, where every artisan is obliged to work one day ill the week for his 
majesty's service. Garments made of the stuif:s thus manuf~ured. he 
orders to be g~vcn to the poor families above described, .ey ~:"e 
wanted for their winter and their summer dresses. H e also has c10thmg 
prepared for his armies, and in ev.,. city has a quantity of woollen 
cloth woven, which is paid for from the amouut of the tenths levied at 

the place.711 

It should be known that the Tartars, when they followed their, 
original customs, and had not yet adopted ~he religiolJ of the idolaters, 
were not in the ' practice of' bestowing alms, and when a necessitous 
man applied. to them, they drove him away with injurious expressions, 

saying, 
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BOOK IL saying, u Begone" with your complaint of a bad season, which God 
cw..L;XIV. II has sent you: had he loved you, as it appears he loves me, jpu 

" would have prospered as I do." 112 But einee the wise men of the 
idolaters and especially the baksis, already mentlOned,?l] 4ave repre. 
sented to his majesty that providing for the pOOl' i'l a good work and 
highly acceptable to their deities, he has l'elieved their wants in the 
manner stated, and at his court none arc denied food who come to ask 
it.114 Not a day passeR; in whioh there arc not distributed, by the regu
lar officers, twenty thousand vClisels of rice, millet, and panicum.il'· 
By reason of this admirable and astonishing liberality which his majesty 
exercises towards the poor, the people aU adore him as a divinity.116 

NOTES. 

111. At the present day the manufRcture of woollen cloth or f'tuff,; in China is 
very .EDsiderll.ble, hut it may have been nlTected in the course of several centu
riei..-e importations from Europc, which are known to hove progreY&ively 
increased. For ib exi'itence ill the sevcnteenth we have the authority of tbe 
missionariCli. " Quoy qU'OD ne \'Dye pas dans cette empire" says P. Magalhaoes 
" dt's drapb de laine parei)" " ccux dout 110UII 110116 scrvon8 ell Europe, ua.. 
" toutefois diverses sonell de '8ergch (>t quelques-uncli tres-fines et treg..prl:cie~ 
" de couleur de cendl'c et de canel1<" dont ordinairement Ics vieiJlards et lew 
" pCl'&onnes de considcratk>R s'babillent durant l'byvcr." Nouv. Relat. de la 
Cbine, p. 175. 

imputatIOn of uncharitableness was not merel! a Chinese calumny, 
it that the Tartars, during their wandering, military liff', paid little 
attention their poor, which, in a Alore regular stute of 60Ciety (such &e tbat 
of the Chinese) they found to be an'lbu'Yoidable duty. We have no reaaoD to 
8Uppoae that ev{'n amongst tbe rudest lNl'Y&ge8, individual assistance is dewed to 
a companion when in distress. The principles or feelings of human natul"(' nrc 
every where the same. 

7 IS. Respecting the priests of Fo or Buddlro, called Babin by tbE' Persians, 
Ho-J/lang by tbe ChiDetIe, and &nse, by EUropeIlDB, (from a Japanese word) 
see Note 475. 
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714. That our luthor did not attribute this mentonoUII exertion of intluence to BOO&. :lJ. 

_ Cbristian rnther tbaD to the Henthen priests, is an iDl:ltance of his candour. • 
Th • ',' , N' . c.;~. e lormer, I IS rue, were cstorlans. ' ... 

715. Purcbas translates leudelle by "croWDs" (cellS), and supposes that grain 
to the amount of twenty thousand of that coin was distributed daily; but the 
dictioRllriell tell WI tbat the Italian scU/ulla is the French CctJclk, a pipkin or 
porringer; and this meaning is the more simple and natural of the two. 

716. "He appears to his 8u~iec18" SilyS Staunton " lib !\tllnding almost in tbe 
" place of Proviril'nce, in (heir fllvour. " Vol. ii, p. 90. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Q[ the Astrologers 'If lite eity 'If Kanbalu. 

N ..... 

THERE al'e in the city of KatJbalu, amongst Christians, Saracens, and CHAP. xxv. 
Kataians. about five thousand astrologers and prognosticators,1l7 for 
tI&.e food and clothing the Grand klWll provides in the same manner as 
l1"does for the poor families abovementioned; and who are in the con
stant exercise of their art. They have their astrolabes upon which are 
described the planetary signs, the hours (at which they pass the meri
dian), and their several aspects, for the whole year. The 
(or almanac-makers) of each distinct sect annually proceed 
nation of their re~~ctive tables, ill onIt::!' tu a::ocert.ain frolll 
course of the heavenly bodies, and their relative positions every 
luoation. They discover therein what the state of the weather shall be, 
from the paths and configurations of the planets in the different signs, 
and thence foretell the peculiar phenomena of each month; that in 
such. month, for instance, there sha11 be thunder and storms; in such 
another, earthquakes; in another, strokes of lightning and violent 
rains; in another, diseases, mortality, wars, discords, conspiracies. As 
they find the matter in their 'astrolabes, so they declare it will come to 
pass; ad., however, that God, according to his good pleasure, may 

S C do 
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BQQK n. do more or less than they have set down/lit They write their predic. 
tions for the year, upon certain small squares, which arc caled takuli. 
and these they sIll, for a groat a piece, to all persons who are desirous 
of peeping into futurity.m Those whose predictions are found to be 
the more generally cQrrect, are esteemed the most perfect masters of 
their art, and are consequently the most honoured,7~o When any per. 
son forms the design of executing some great work, of performing a 
distant journey in the way of' commerce, or of commencing any other 
undertaking, and is desirous of knowing what sliccess may be likely to 
attend it, he has recourse to uue of these astrologers, and informing 
him that he is about to proceed on such an expedition, inquires in what 
disposition the heavens appear to be at the time. The latter thereupon 
tells him that before he can answer, it is Jleces~ary he should be informed 
of the year. the month, and thf' hour in which he was born, and that 
baving learned these particulars he will then proceed to ascertain in 
what respects the constellation that was in the ascendantat his nati vity, 

with the aspect of the celestial bodies at the time of making 
Upon this comparison he grounds his prediction of the 

favourable or unfa,'ourable termination of the adventure.721 

It should be observed that the Tartars compute their time by a .. 
of twelve years; to the first of which they give the name of the lio~ 
the second year, that of the ox, to tile third, the dragon, to the fourth, 
the and so of the rest, until the whole of the twelve have elapsed. 

therefore, is asked in what year he was born, he replies, 
of the year of the lion, upon such a day, at such an hour 

; aU of which 'hal; been carefully noted by his parents in a 
Upon the completion of the twel vc years of the cycle, they 

return to the first, and continually repeat the same series,1t:1 

NOTES. 

717. To account for this ell.lraordinary numQer of astrologefli) we must BUp

pose that the priests of every description were adepts in the occult art. 

718. How 
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718. Haw humiliating is tlle reftection, that in the prellent enlightened age, 
Red in R. country like OUI"fI, which boasts its eminence in science and phiJ08Opby, 
the publication that hal by rar the Il'ost extensive 8ale, it an almanac calculated to 
Uupolc on the credulity of the low('f classes of the comlDunity, by pretendiD~ to 
a .upemlituraJ krwwledge precillely similar to what is bel'''' dellCribeci, aDd 
axpre_ted in nearly the Mmc terms. }.;vcn in those aimanacli which persona of 
lihetal education are compelled (from the want of better) to make use of, a COD" 

eiderable portion of e\'cry page is c1lildi!!bly del'oled to prognostications of the 
weather, that Drc continually falsified, antI nc,'er read but to be ridiculed. Would 
it not be for the interest .1 well 8 '1 the credit of the pcr"ons who arc privileged to 
compile them, if tbe &arne apace were to be filled with columnM containing rati
onal instruction founded on expcriencf', and eIhihiting, for exam ple, the actual 
phenomena of tbe preceding year ? 

7lD. " II !I'en vend auui un trei·grand nombre " saya Dc G uignes, "parc:e 
" que chaque indiyidu cherche a se procurrr un line qui Ie guide danslcR o~ra. 
" tion!! futurel de la vic." Voy.ge, t. ii, p. ·U9. III regard to the word to-kuHti, 
I am aware bow little dependence can he placed upon a seeming t C'se mblance ot 
sound, in Chinese etymology, yet it may be allowable to remark. tbat in De 
Guigncs' dictionary the monosy llable kOlir.Y (which an Italian would "./CUd) 
i. explained by " Caradere du cyclr, lequel cst employe pour marque ( mi." 
(N" 6479). 

~_ In later timCfl the publication of the Chinese almanac has been an a!fair 
~~ernme'nt, and none is circulated but under the &aDdion of the emperor; the 
• • tronomical part being computed by Europeans and the RlItrological part invented 
by tho Chines£'. "Tous les an,," says Du Halde " on public UII calendrier au 
" fraia do l'empereur, dans lequelles offi ciers subalterncs du 
H motiquea, afin de Ie ve ndre plul'; clier, De manquent pas joun 
" heureux et malbeureul[ , qu'ils disunguent, selO'Jl Jes principel 
" gie jodieiaire." T. ii, p. 285 • 

. 72 1. " Plu!lieurs sont p{'(lIuadcs " add6 the same writer" que ICB evencmens 
H dependent de la disposition du d el . .. qu'il est important A chacun de bien 
II observer )a diversile et la difference de ces tems, pour lea en trepriscs des voy· 
" alles, des traileR, def; negotiations, I't des mariagee, pour 1I'l1l1er presenter au 
II gouverneur et ., I'empereur, uti n d'oblellir des graces, et pour autres choses 
U aemblables." Ibid. It appears, Ilowever, that the 8lItroiogeril of Peking werd 
not exerupt from the 6ullpicion of sometimes using flagitious means to make the 
eveot» talJy with their prophecrCt!; of wllich the j ournal of Shah Rokh's ambaa-
.adon ..... a remarkable instance._ " Lcs astrologues du Khutai" they observe 

8 C 2 " avoient 
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" avoient pronostiquc que ~tte nonee Ie pJ\ais de l'empereur tcroi.t endomm.ag~ 
" du feu, ('t cetto prediction fut Ie sujet de cctte illumination. LeI eln1'rs (rna., 
" darins) s'ctant IIs!lcmbJes, l'ernpereur leur fit un foslin , et Jea regata." Thtoee 
months afterwards we find the following passage: "La nuit 8uivantc, par un 
" deeret de Oieu, Ie feu prit au nouveau palais de l'cmpereur, non sans quelque 
" lIou~n de quclque fourherie des astrologucs. L'appartemcnt principal qui 
" avoit quatre-,"ingt coudees de long ot trente de large •.. fut enlierement br6.Ic." 
P.9·12. 

7~. n Lelt Tartarell" sayll De Guigncs p. " ont aU'cI'Ij un cycle de douze anS. 

" I.e!! dcnomination~ de cbaquc aonce 80nt prises des noms de difl'erenll animaux; 
" aiDsi I'on disoit l'nllnr~c de III 1I0u ris, tlu breuf, &c. pour dire In premiere ou la 
" seconde UIlIICC; et il. In fin de!! clouzc unnces on reeonlnlcn,(oit de la meme 
"fa\on. I.e!> Chinoili ont quelquefois fait usage de ce cycle." Hist. des Huns, 
t. i, p. xlvii. 1n the names of the years, RS furnished by different writers, there 
iB some variation, hut according to the most modern of the authoritiell tlleY are 
as folloW8: U the rat, ox, tLger, hare, dragon, serpent, horse, "heep, monkey, 
" cock, dog, and hog: " frum whence it nppenrs tlmt our author's account of tbe 
cycle ilJ not ,"erely imperfect, hut incorrect, if he reully placetl the name!! in the 
order~hicb they are given in the text. By the lion, (as bas already been 
K~~ote 638) is meant the tiger ; but this animal, iustt-ad of heing the first 
or the serie'l, is only the third, and ",hould follow, imtead of preceding the ox; 
nor does the dragoJl or the dog belong to those llulllcri cn l )Car8 to which :a 
arc asqigned. What be has !;uid il; fully lIu fficient to evince a general acqu 
anco with the Tartar calendar, and proilably what he wrote, or dictated, amount('d 
to this; that each of the twelve yean bore the name of an animal, bueh as the 
lion, ox, dog, &c.; without any intention of furnishing an exact Jist. It is also 
Dot that t.he rCllpect paid to the king of beasts may have induced aome 

him place berore the ox and other ignoble animals. It is 
neither in the Latin versions, nor in the eorly Jtalian epitome is 

on tho 8ubject of the Tartar cycle, the system of which might. 
Ib<,ul,bt too ridiculous for publication. 

CHAPTER 
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ClI APTER XXVI. 

Of lite religion W the Tartars j Q[ lite opinions tile!! hold respecting the 
soul i (lIld qf some Qf their em/oms. 

381 

As has already been ob<;crvcd, these people are idolaters, and for BOOK II. 
deities, each persoll has a tablet fixed up against a high part of the wall CHAP.XXVI, 
of his chamber, upon which j" written a name, that serves to denote the 
high, celestial, and sublime God; and to this they pay daily adoration, 
with incense burning.72j Lifting up their hands and then striking their 
faces against the floor three times,12~ they implore fiom him the blessings 
of souud intellect and health of body ; without any further petition. 
Below this, on the floor, they hav tJ a !)tatue which they name Natigai, 
which they consider as the God of all terrestrial things, or, whatever is 
produced from the earth. They give him a wife and children/zr, and 
worship him in a similar manner, burning incense, raising the~nds, 
and bending to the floor. To him they pray for seasonable _ther, 
abundant crops, increase of' family, and the like. They believe the 
... 1 to be immortal, in thi'i s('mC'. that immediately upon the death of .""', 
a man, it enters into another body, and that accordingly as he has acted 
virtuously or wickedly during his life, his future state will bc(;ome, pro
gressively, better or worse.'2G If he be a poor man, and has conducted 
himself worthily and decently, he will be re.born. in the 

from the womb of a gentlewoman, and become, himself, ; 
..next from the womb of a lady of rank, and become a 

continually ascending in the scale of existence, until he be'ii"lt"d 
the divinity. But if~ 011 the contrary, being the ~on of a gentleman, 
he bas behaved unworthily, lle will, in his next state, be a clown, and 
at length a tlog; contillually descending to a condition morc vile than 
the .preceding.727 

Their style of conversation is courteous; they salute each othel 
politely, with countenance~ expressive of satisfaction,128 have lin air of 
good breeding, and cat theil' victuals with particular cleanliness. To their 

parents 
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BOOK lL parents they shew the utmost rcverence,12!l but should it happen that a eftA" 'I. child acls disrespe~tfully to, 01' neglects to assist his parents in their 
necessity, there is a public tribunal, whose especial duty it is to punish 
with severity the crime of filial ingratitude. when the circumstance is 
knownpu Malefactors guilty of various <:times, who are apprehended 
and thrown into prison, are executed by strangling,731 but such as 
remain till the expiration of three years, being the time appointed by 
his majesty for a general gaol delivery, and are then liberated, have a 
mark imprinted upon one of their cheeks, that they may be recognised.')1! 

The present Grand khan has prohibited all species of gambling and 
other modes of cheating. to which the people of this country are 
addicted, more than any others upon eiW'th ; 73J anu as an argument for 
deterring them from the practice. he say~ to them (in his edict), "I 
II subdued you by the power of my sword, and consequently whatever 
" you possess belongs of right to me : if you gamble therefore, you 
" aCI! sporting with my property." He does not, however, take any 
thin~bitrarilY, in virtue of this right. The order and regularity 
~erv by all ranks of people, when they present themselves before 
hlS majesty, ought not to pass uunoticcd. When they approach within 
half a mile of the place where he happens to be, they shew their .... 
pect for his exalted character, by assuming a humble, placid, and 
quiet demeanour; insomuch that not the least noise, nor the voice of 
any person calling alit, or even speaking aloud, is heard.7oW Every 

carries with him a small vessel. into which he spits. so 
jM!.ltin,oes in the hall of audience; no one daring to spit on 

and this being clone, he replaces the cover, and makes a 
They are accustomed likewise to take with them handsome 

buskins made of whit,(' leather/36 and when they reach the court, but 
before they enter the hall (for which they wait a summons from his 
maje~ty) they put on these white buskins, and give those in which they 
had walked, to the care of the sen'ants. This practice is observed that 
they may not soil the beautiful carpets, which are curiously wrought 
with silk. and goJd, and exhibit a variety of colour3/37 

lI"OTES. 
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NOTES. 

m. The cu~m of paying adoration to a written tablet instead of the image 
or "pa'elentaijoo of t!' deity, "Vis properly Kataian rather thaD Tartar, but it 
might have been arJoptcd by the latter people along with otber Chinese practices, 
and especially by t,Ile emperor. 'fhe words iuscribed are titn beaven, Jwang-lien 
8upreme heaven, .Tiang4i sovereign lord. "I.e mot tien, ciel" says De Guigoes 
f. U est prill intliffcremmcnt pour l' crre I'lUpremc et pour Ie del visible." T. ii, 
p.350. 

724. " Sbattere i denli" is liternlly to gnash the tooth or ,,;trike them againltt 
eacb other; but this ill obviously a misapprehension of what W(18 meant to 
cspress the act of prostration nnd striking the gronnd with the forehead. The 
prostrations before the thron6 or tablet of the emperor arc three titnes three. 
See Note 632. 

725. On the subject of this idol sec Book I, chap. xlvii, and Note 398. 
Stllunton speaks of the worsbip of Fu'$ wife aud child in the Pulala or temple of 
Zbehol (Jdd) io Tartary. Vol. ii, p. 258. 

726. This is thl' Hindu doctrine of the metempeychosis, which along with alae 
tcbismatic religion of Budd/la, was introduced into China (as the annale of that 
em.ntry inform us) about the y(>ar 65 of our era. It had not, however, (accord· 
ing to the p.ldcr De Guignce) mail(' any considerable progt'e!!8 until tbe year 3.!J5, 
when the emperor then reigning took it undcr his protection. "Fo (on Ie 
" nomme eDcore Fo-/,o, Phufla, Buddll, BuUa, ou Boudha) eet Ie fondateur de 
" cette religion ctrangcre, if est regardc comms un Dieu, et ceQ. Clui ont 
U embrnssC sa doctrine d(-bitent Ii son SIUet, beaucoup de fablet:-'" - . 'vant Ie 
" plus grand Dombre des historicns, Fo est DC vers l'an mille avant 
" J. C. danll Ie Kaschmir, royaullle considerable, situe dane la ' Ii KCpten. 
" trionale de J'Indostan. 011 pretend qu'it voyagen dans Jes provinces de I'ene, 
" voisines del! Inde~, tclles que Ie St'jestan ct Je Zablestan. Ce n'e8t qU'apm 
" IOn retour danlll'Indc, qu'i1 se dit Enl'oyc de Dieu, ct qu'ilprl:cba sa nounlle 
" religion . .•. I.e dogme de la mHempsycholle re(fu daDA cette partie de l'A.ie 
" eat la baae de toute bll doctrine." Hist. gen. des Huns, t. i, p.l I, liv. iii, p. 223. 

7t¥T. According to the Hindu belief the souls of men reanimate new bodies, 
" until by repeated regeneratipng, aU their lIinll are done away, and they attain 
,Ct RICh a derree of perfection al will entitle them to what is called mulcti, 
IIU -etetoalAlvation, by which is uDderstoM a release from future trammigratioDJ 

" aod 

383 
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Nllt.e\I. 
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BOOK II. " and an absorption in the nature of the Godhead." WiIJmOrL~ .to, BhtJgfflf 

Gilii, p. 140. 

728. It i. evidently of the Kat.ians and not of the 
here speaks. H Lorsquo deux Cbinois d'ulic co~jtion 
Cf baiucnl ]'un vers l'autre, joignent les maio!! d1!. cote 
" avec atf'cction; mais si les peyonncs SOlit d'UR lJA 
" joigol!nt les mains devant eux, les clCvcnt. et le8 .bai.,,, plusieurs roia de 
H suite, en s'incJinant profondement et en repetant Jes mota,,"sin-isin (jc 't/OfI. 

" ,allle)." Dc Guigncs f. t. ii, 1)' 259. 

729. "Nulle part }I,>S cnf.1.o(l u'ont autnnt de resped pour Icun parcDs. Les 
" fila "iennent, it Ie nouvelle annec, se pr08terncr davant leurs perl' ct aleTe, at 
" lie tiCUllcnt dabaut en leur presence." Id. p. 261. "Rien II'Clot compllrablc" 
says Du Holde" au relopect que les cnfRflB 0.\ pour leurs peres ••. Lt'ur coutume 
" est, lIur tout en Cf"rtains joUI'!!, rnnlme au commf'ncement de l'anncE', all jOtll' 
" de leur naissRncc, et rn diverR nutres occasiollR, de Jell saluer en R{, meUant it. 
" genollx, et battant plll8icurR foil 10 terre du front." T. ii, p. 102. 

730. "Un fils" 8llys De Guignes "qui accuse son pere au sa mere, memc 
" av~n) cst puni par l'exil." T. jii, p. 117. 

"31. The Italian e:.presblon is, "sono Ipm:ci(lti," which bears the meaning 
given to it in tbe text; but the whole sentence i~ very obscure, and scemingly 
Imperfect. Purchas, as usual, eludes the difficulty by omitting the firFlt part, and 
ouly S8)1I: " prisonerl'i arc released at three yeafs end, Ilnd marked in the cheeke, 
" to be kuowne malefactors jn but imprisonmeut could not hMve been the only 
mode of . crime!J. It ill possible that the origillal pU88age may have been 

those who might not understand the de!Jcription of the Chinese 
"",D,i,,, of two heavy pieces of wood, so titted as to endose the neck 

of who cafl'ies this oppressive load about with bim. Strangling is tbe 
punishment Wiually inflicted on tbose who have been guilty of unintentional ho~ 
micide. 

732. The di8tinction in the degree of punishment, between executing a crimi
nal B08n after condemnation or at the regulated period, is frequently advcrted to 
in the Lcttres edi6antes. "Or de si etranges desFieins etant enlin "enus au jour," 
saya an edict issued in the reign of KlnfoolonK (1740) agailllttthe propagators of the 
Cbrilttian religion, "il ne convieot pall d'uler d'aucune indulgence II regard del 
"a.uteurs. Bt pour couper racine BUX rualbeun funestee, qui en seroient infail .. 
" liblemeot ~veoua, nO\1l condamnonl coofol'mcmeut Ii DOl 10iJ, ledit PMM 

" (Pedro) 
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: ~'I)~l~:~~~'tranCbee, AOS attt-nare le tempt ordinaire del lupplicet: »<>OK. 11. 
Ii Europceos, nOU8 les condamnons pareillemeat .. ~tre -

..• ~';'iOl!,~.*I\iPO n1" AI" d 'V". I.. ": • J do CHIoP. XXVI, o 1~lre. cgar de .n.u-rwa-fln, noul e con m· NIok. 
Ie tempt; ordinaire. Quelquea-uol dee Chretienil . 

• "Iu,!, ,au 'Wis.agt1." T. xxiii, p. '74,. ed. 1781. u 11 ya 
B aldo II pour lesquels on condamne Ie coupable" 

deux joues, et In marque qu'on leur imprime est un 
qui indique leur crime." , ', ii, p. 135. 

73'. u LeI! Cbin~i9" lIays De Guignes U IIOllt paSilionnel pour Ie jen; lee 
" granos c11e peuple R'Y livre"t UytlC une lcllc rurcur, que plusieul"S d'cntre eux 
" .e ruinent 8l1.tic rement .•. 11.8 juuenl plll'-toul OU i1s 8e trouvent ••• EDDn, les 
" gens 'du peuple pilisent &OlIvent lea nuits entiercs ia joner; maie iIs n'en vont 
" pas moins Ie leodemain a. leur ounage." T. ii, p. 310-813. 

7M. This perfe-et silence at the court of Peking is particularly noticed by BelJ, 
"ho eay8: " as we advamed, we found nil the ministers of etate, and offic::en be .. 
U longing to the court, leated upon fUfoClishions, ('ros~h'gged, before tbe ball, in 
" the open air: among these, places were appointed for the arobaflsador and hia 
" retinue; and in this situation we remained . . . till the emperor came into tho 
" hall. During thifl interval . • . not the least Iloi~e was heard from anyquarter."
Vol. ii, p. 5. Again he obiervc!:o: " By this timc the han wal pretty fuU, ... 
" what is surprising, there Will not the least noisc, hurry, or confusion •.. To 
" abort, th e characteristic of the court of Pekin is order and decency, rather 
'-4 than rrandeur and magnificence. P.9. 

135. This kind of utensil il Wlumon in many parts of the Eut Indie8, where 
it il commonly termed, from tbe I~ortuguese, a cuspidor. It might be ioferred 
from hence that the practice theD prevailcd of masticating something of the nature 

of bad. 

736. (, Le. Chinois" says 011 HAlde "Iur tout ceux qui sont quali6ez, n'O&e. 
" roit"nt pnroitre en public, l uns Nrc bottcz: CCI!, bottes lont ordinBirement de 
" satia, de lOye, ou do toill' de colon, teinte cn couteur." '1'. ii, p. 83. It is not 
"olikely that ' the Tartar officers JOight wear boots of leather, and of a light 

colour. See Note 611. 

7Yr. In the modern descriptions of Cbine&e furniture we do not find IDy notice 
lakeD of carpett, tor wbicb rnats appear to be substituted; but it docs not follow 
.at tlley. were equally dituaed in tbe palacee of Kubla'i, wbQf;e family were the 
coequeron of Per.ia and other countries of Allia, "here tbe manu~ture of tbie 

3 0 artide 
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BOOK IL article ofluxury wai in perfection. Du Halde, bowp.ver, in detcribing tbecapital 
city of the province of SAnn-si, liaYI, II Outre ditferentes etotfea qui .. fabriquent 

CHAP,.'!C'VI. 'II "II ' ' , I' d '~ de T ~. "en cette VI e, comlUe al curs, on y lalt en PIflICU ICf 611 taptI Al90D ur. 
. " quie, de queJqUtt gnl.ndeur qU'OD les corumanJe." T. i, p.iOl. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Of the river named Pulisanga1l, and Q{ the bridge over it. 

CHAP.XXVU. HA.VING thus completed the account of the government and police 
of the province of Kataia and city of Kanbalu, as well as of the mag~ 
nificence of the Grand Hum, we shall now proceed to speak of other 
parts of the empire, that were visited by MAlleo, when employed on 
the public business of his Majesty,i3B 

Upon leaving the capital and travelling tcn miles,'3!l you come to a 
At named Puusangan, which discharges itself into the ocean, and is 
navigated by many vessels entering from thence, with considerable 
quantities of merchandise/40 Over this river there is a very handsome 
bridge of stone, perhaps unequalled by any other in the world. Its 
length is three hundred paces, and its width, eight paces; so that ten 
men can, without inconvenience, ride abreast.741 It has twenty-four 
arch~ lU}>p011cd by twenty-five piers erected in the water, all of ser. 
pentine Lne,742 and built with great skill. On each side, and from 
one. extremity to the other, there is a handsome parapet, formed of 
marble slabs and pillars arranged in a masterly style. At the com~ 
mencement of the ascent the bridge is something wider than at the 
summit, but from the part where the aPicent terminates, the sides fun 
in stiaight lines and parallel to each other."'3 Upon the upper level 
there is a massive and lofty column, resting upon a tortoise of marble, 
and having near its base a large figure of a liOD, with a lion·also on the 
top."· Towards the .lope of the bridge there i. another handsome, 
column or pillar. with jta lion, .. t the distance of a pace and • hal( 

from 
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from the former; and all the spaces between one pillar and another, 8001[ n. 
throughout the whole length of the bridge, arc -nlled up with slabs of CH~;;XVI1. 
marble, curiously sculptur$l, and mortised into the next adjoining pil-
lars, which are, in like manner, a pace anu a half asunder, and equally 
surmounted with lions; 145 forming altogether a beautiful spectacle. 
These parapets serve to prevent accidents that might otherwise happen 
to passengers. What has been said applies to the descent as well all to 
the ascent of the bridge. HI; 

NOTES. 

738. In ,llmost all parbl of the work, where the Latin text diffcNl from the 
Italian of Ramuaio, the former is th(' morE' concise, and mnny passages found in 
the latter are there omitted j but in this in~tancc the Latin de~cribes more circum
IItantially thun Ramusio'Jt text, the spirit of OhA(-1 vatlon with which our author 
(Jrofe~ges himself to have been actuated. The won\" ar(': " 19itur cum Cham 
., IllUgllU!1 me Marcum ad remolus partes pro quodam regni tiui negotio de!ltina!lset, 
H (Iuod (luatuol' meusium spatia me in itinere retinuit, oUlllia diligclltius coside~ 
" qU1C vel ('undo vel redeundo oblutlbus meis occun·erunt." 

739. In the epitome of 1496 and su~quent Venice editions, the word8 IIrt' 
nus; x, ten months, iustead of dirci tniglia tell miles; in which latter consi8teflot 
lIeo .. e, the Basle edition agrees with Uamueio. The period also of our author's 
juurney to the westward is t>xtcnded from four to fourteen months ; the one error 
having' c\'idently ~ivcn birth to the otber. 

1<10. This river, the name of which i~ \'nriously wrilten Pulisangtm) Pulis(J;lIgi
um, Pufisaclmiz, Pulsallcllim:, and Paluisangui .• , appears from the circumstances 
stated to be the Hon.-h.o of the Je<llIits' map, which, uniting with another stream 
from t\le north-west, forms the p r·/10 or White river, This, in the lower part of 
its course, and to the distance of many mileR from the Yellow sea, into which it 
di8ClDbogues, is navigable for VL'Sllela of considerable burtben, although too rapid 
for that purpose Ilt the part where it crossed our author's route to th .. soutb-west. 
" L'auteur dit" lIIlys P. Magalhane.~ "que la riviere R'appeUe Puti StVlgan, ce 
., qui elIt un nom des Tartares do l'ouest .•. Elle s'appelle en Cbinoislloen-lw ou 
u rivic!lre t~ubJe, parce que la rapidite de lion cours entratne bcaucoup de terre 
" qui la'rend tout l'annee trouble et pleine de limon." Nouy, Relat. de la Chi.ne, 
~ 15. It may be remarked that in tbe Penian language the words puli.sangi 

3D2 ~Jy. 
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BOOK IL ~ Jy. signify tbe " IItone bridge," and it is not improbable that the weMienl 

c - people ui the senie-e of the emperor may have given this appellaHon to the place 
HAP. ~VJl where a bridge of great celebrity was thrown over the river, which is bere applied N_ 

to the river itlielr. It will be found to occur in Elphinstone'a Account of Caubul, 
p.429, and in Ouseley'lIlbn Haukal, p. ~17. 

741. Ten hOl'&emen could not draw up abreWlt in a le89 apace than thirty feet, 
and might probably require forty when in motion. The pacet! here spoken of mult 
tberefore be geometric; and upon this calculation the bridge would be five hun
dred }'ards in length. 

742:. The serpent'stone, or scrpentinstein of tbe Gt'rmans, if! a well known 
specieA, and considered as an inferior kind of jade. 

143. By P. Magalbanes, who particularJy notices this description, our author 
is undeT8tood to l'.peak here of thf' perfect If'vel of the Hurface, and not of the 
straightness of the sides: "Aux deux eldremites" he tttlusiatell "il etlt plus 
" large qu'au haut de la montee: mais quand on a acheve de monter, on It' trouve 
" plat et de niveau comme !>'il avoit estc tire ala ligRe." NOli". Relat. p. 14. Out 
the words U uguak per kmgo com" Jt foIst tirato per linta," serm rathf'r to refer 
.e general parallelism of the eide9, although at the ends they diverged; 81 is 
~e with almost aU bridges. 

744. It has been observed in a precedmg Note (638) that when our author 
speaks of lions in China, as living animate, he undoubtedly mean~ tigers; but it 
is otherwise with respect to the imaginary and grotesque repn>sentations of the 
lion, ill marble, bronze, and porcelain, employed 8!1 ornam("lIts ill the public 
buildings and gardens of Ihf'&e Pf'Ople. A figure of it (not uncommon in our 
shops) is given in Lord Macartney's Embessy, vol. ii, p. 311. At p. 347 of the 
same work therE' is allO a plate representing a column resting on tbe hack of an 
animal not unlike the Ileal (phoca), but which in the ruder drawing of De Guignc9 
(pI. 86) is evidently delligned for a tortoise. "Dans une rnute de llf'uf lieucs" 
88YS tbis traveller" nouli ne vlme; qu'un arc de triomphe en bois, et une tortue 
" CD pierre." T. i, p. 338. The ideas of the ".YMbolic lion and of the tortoise 
are borrowed (rom tbe linga and tbe kdrma of Hindu mythulogy: "Then the 
" surl and the asur~ spoke unto Kdrma raj, the king of tlfe tortoise8, upon the 
" strand of the ocean, and said: 'My lord is able to be the Poupportcr of this 
" 'mountain.' The ,tortoise replied: 'Be it 80:' and it WIl8 placed upon his 
"back." Notes to the BlragTJlIl gila, by Wilkinl, p. 147. "Depuislf' temll.Ii. .. 
says P. Amiot" les Chinois ant regarde la tortue comme un aniutai mYllterieux, 
" qui pouvoit Qon-jeulemeat leur apprendre lei cbOlet lUI"eII, maLa encore leur 

"fa:ire 
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U GUre trouver la connoissance anticip~e des ~veDement&." Mem. concern. lea BOOK n. 
emOole, t. xiii, p. 308.· 

74-5. It is difficult to undentand from the words of tbe text (the obeeurity of 

"ruch is likely to hBVe been increased by RUcccRllive tran!icripts) the position of 
thee Inger columna ... ith regard to the other partll of the bridge; but it lIeeme 

ID be meant, that in tho JiBe of the parapet or balustrade, which was formed €If 
alternate slabs €If marble and pillar;, there wa~ ill the middle (Dr over the centre 
arch or pier) a column of a size much larger than the rMt, having a tortoise for 
its oose Dr pedestal; nnd it may he presumed, Ililhough not so cxprCllsed, that 
there WUM a similar column in the balustrade au the oppo~ite side. Our author 
seems. indeed, to have heeu sensible €If this kind of deficiency in his description, 
when be says at tbe conclusion of the chapter: " Et Ilt>lle discesll del ponte e 
" come nell'a!:lcesa." One of the .J C'~uit rnissionaric~ who mentions a bridge 
wbich he Illld crORsed in thili part of the province, says: "Les gllrdefou8 en 80Dt 
" de marbre; on conte de chaque ctl!t) cent quaranh. ... huit poteaux avec des 
" lionceaux DU-des8US .•. et au.,: deux bouts du pont q~latre clcphans accroupi8." 
LeU. cdif. t. xvii, p. 263. 

746. Notwithstanding any partial difficulties in the description or seeming 
objection!! to the credibility of the account gi\'f'1I of this magnificent bTid) 
there is unquestionable authority for tht" C'x;sh'nce of one similar to it • 
all the essential circum'+tllllces, alld as nearly ahout the si tuation mentioned as 
be 1l8CE"I·tained from the conci8ellell~ of the iti llcl"tII"y, b() lately as the tlt!IIcntccn tb 
century. It mlly well, however, be ~uppobed that in the laptlc of four hundred 
ye81"11, material change!! must have taken place, in consequence of accidentt;, 
repairs, ilnd perhaps rent"WIlIH. "Marco Polo" S8)'1I P. ~_1aglilhane!l who wrote 
about the year 1668 " uecrit un pont cflCbre situ/! it. deux Heues et demie de 
" Pehm vcrs l'ouest .•.• 11 dit <]ue cc pont a vingt·quutre arcades, quoy qu'il 
"n'en ait que treize; et que beaucoup de bittimell!l naviguent sur cette 
" riviere, cc qui est impossihle: car encore tJu'elie ait une grande ahondance 
" d'cau, ell e n'est pas J1avigabJe Ii cau~e dn grand nombre de chilies, de 
" tournan!! et de roches dont elle est pleine." (He d08ll not allsert that it 
waa navigable wbere the bridge stands, but tbat many vesllels entered it 
from the sea). "Ce qui a litit lomber Marc Polo dans ces erreurs, est que 
" trois lieues plus loin vcrs rouesl, iI y a une autre riviera cl un nutre 
U pont de vingt.quatre arcades. Les cioq du milieu sont fuites ell voute! 
" )88 autres 80nt platei! et couvertes de fort longues et fori larges tahles de 
" marbre. t<>tlles fort bien trovaillec!! at tailleell en ligne droite. ,\u milieu 
" de 00 PObt on voit les COIOllllel! dont parle Marc Polo dans fla description. 
" I .. riviere .'appelle Gilu Ii h6 ou riviere de verre, parco qu'elle est 

" claire, 

CHAP. XXVII. 
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" claire, paisible, ct navigable; et ainei je croy que eel auteur II'Mt trompe 
" en confondant lCli deul. nvieres et les deux lJOnts. Le premier eal le plUl. 
" beau de la Chine et pent-etre dn monde, comme it dit, tant pour l'cxcellence 
" de l'ouvrage, que pour la matiere dont il Cllt fait. II est tout do marbre 
" blanc tres-fill et tres·bien travaiUe et d'nne architecture parfuite; les rcborda 
" ont cent quarante colonnes, Boiunte et dix de chaqu(, cole. Ellel! sont 
" eloignees rUne de l'autre d 'un pas et demy! ct scpareer; par dcs eartouche!o 
" fllites d'une belle pierro de marbre ••. . A 1'entrcf! till pont qui regarde 
" 1'0tient, il y n de part ot dtautte deux beaux pi6d"'ltRUX forl cl('vcz avec 
" des tapis de marbrc uu des8us, sur lesquels lIont deux liolls lI 'u De grandeur 
" extraordinaire et fuit!; (m In manicre que lcs Chi !lois Ie!> reJll't:~en lcllt ••.• Lcs 
" Chinois disent qu'i! y n deux mille ans que ce pont a Clotc h:lti, IIU US que 
" jURqU'u nO!; jOllrs il cil t ,",Duffert aucull dommage: nmis JIl. veille d(, S, Laurellt 
II de cetto Hunec 1G6S, apn\1I une secheresse ('xtraordiuairc qui in'oil dun', 

" toutc l'nnnce, il commcn'Va it pleuvoir, ct la pluye continua jour <'l nUll 
"jusqu'au seizicme d'Aoust •••• Le dix scpticmc, Ii huit itPllre!> du matiu , 
" il vint tont d'iln coup un deIngp qui inolll.la la nuuvelle ville, Sf''> lilUA·bollrgs, 
" et les plaines voi!,ineli .•. , Ccttc m{-mc inondution entratnu plusi('ul'lI l'ocherf., 
U qui beurtant {'ontre le~ piles de ce pont cclt\bre, Ie!. i,brallierent de t('lIe 
"sorte que deux nrCadf"9 furent renversces," Nouv. Relat. de III Chine, 

~
S.18. "I.e p, Gredon njoute que Ie reAte de ce pont tombH. Ie vingt~ 

'xieme du moia i1'Aoust de la mClome annce" •• I~es p. p, Uuugf'nlOlit 
IntorccHa confirment daDS leurs Relations ]a ('hl~te du rC!lte fi e cc pont, 

"mil truil! ans apn\" lIa fondutiulI; ('t Ie premi('r dit que Ie mesme pont 
" avoil trois celiS su ixante pus de longueur." P,35, 

As the bridge thus dCI>cribcd by Magalhanes was destroyed in the century 
befort' la li t , il would IX' fruitleiilo to iusist further on the resemblance it 
bore to that mentioned by our author, but It is proper to notice one, 
now exi fo ting , which appear!> to have becn e recled on it!> 8ite, and to hu\'c 
preserved the alylc of its structure and ornamf'nls. 'fbe mention of til(' 
bridge occurs ill tbe journal" of De Guignes and Van Braam, upon thei., 
near approach to Peking. Having taken their departure, in the morning, 
from the city of 1'so.chru, distant only twelve leagues from the capital, 
and paued the town of Fang~s;'an-him (to the left: of their route), and allO 

a place named Cltang-lsin-tien (which latter dOOi Dot appear in Du HaMe's 
map of the province), they reacbed tbe small but handsome town of Pe. 
shing../tien, which, from the circumltances noticed, muet be within three or 
four leagucs, or about ten miles, of the capital. "Nons trouvant peu cloignl'S 
U de cctte ville" SAY" De Guignee:, "DOUS no fttmes pae long. temps a arrivar · 
" auprC6 d'un pont Aur lequel on pane avant que d'y entrer. Ce pout eat 
" pave de grande!; pierret et garni de parapets tres.bieo traYaillfll ; 11» IIOnt 

" formcetl 
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" (0I'1D~' de dallee longues d'environ einq pied!! 6paiMes do" aix , lept POUee8, BOOK lL 
" et bauteR; de trois piods, enChBriSeC8 dans des petitll pilien carris, dont la -
u partie euperieure repre8cnte la fig'.lre d'un animlll. Le pont ellt en bon etat, CHAP. xxvn. 
" et peut 8voir pres de deux cents pas de longueur." T. i, p. 856. V~ N~ 
BrRam speaks of it in the following terms: "On trouve, pres de cctte ville, 
" un pont, en pierre de taille, d'une rarc beante; 118. longueur est de deua: 
(I ({,Dt lIeize pas .... La rivierf', qui o"t tres-Iarge, en eet endroit, etait geJ6e 
" .. une grande profondeur." Vo). ell Chine, T. i, p. 168. It is to be regretted 
tbat these ~entlenlen have not mentioned the name of the river; but we 
canDot doubt its being the Hoen.ho, and consequently in tho lower part of itl 
course, the Pe-/u). 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Of the ci(lj 0/ Gouza. 

AFTEll having passed this bridge, proceeding thirty miles in a ~p,xxvm. 
crly direction. through a country allolltHling with fine buildings, amoogst 
vineyard~ and much cultivated and fertile grounds. you arrive at a 
handsome and considerable city. named G OUZ(t,'47 where there are many 
convents uf the idolaters,74 ij The inhabitants in general live by com-
merce and manual arts. They have manufactures of gold tissues and 
the finest kind of gauze. The inns for accommodating travellers are 
there numerous.749 At the distance of a mile beyond this place, the 
roads divide; the one going in a westerly, and the other in a south. 
easterly direction, the former through the province of Kataia, and the 
latter towards the province of MO,yi,150 From the city of Gouza it is 
8 journey of ten days through Kataia to the kingdom of Ta-in.:fuj 111 

in the course of which you pass many fine cities and strong places, in 
which manufactures and commerce flourish, and where you see many 
vineyards 1nd much culti\'ated land. From hence grapes are carried 
into the interior of' Kataia, where the vine does not grow/52 Mulberry 
.rees alao abound, the leave. of which enable the inhabitants to produce 

large 
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BOOI[ U. large quantities of sHk. A degree of civilisation prevails amongst all 
CHA~VIU. the people of this country, in consequence of their frequent intercourse 

""'ith the towns, which are numerous and but little distant from ea.ch. 
~ther,1.53 To these the merchants continually resort, carrying their 
goods from one city to another, as the fairs are successively held at 
each. At the end of five days journey beyond the ten that have been 
mentioned, it is said there is another city still larger and more handsome 
(than Ta-in:fu) named Achbaluch/.54 to which the limits of his majesty's 
hunting grounds extend, and within which no persons dare to sport, 
excepting the princes of his own family, and those whose names are 
inscribed on the grand falconer's list; but beyond these limit'!, all 
persons qualified by their rank, are at Jiberty to pursue game. It hap
pens, however, that the Grand khan scarcely ever takes the amusement 
of the chase on this side of the country; m and the consequence is, 
that the wild animals, especially hares, multiply to such a degree, as 
to occasion the destruction of all the growing corn of the province. 
When this eame to the knowledge of his majesty. he repaired tbither, 
,it~ the whole of his court, and innumerable multitude! of these ani~ 

were taken. 1St; 

NOTES. 

741. From the relnlivt) situation Dnd other circuOlstances mentioned of this 
place, I .10 not hesitate to can!.idct it 11.9 intended for Tso-c/leu, a city of the 
seeond clal'!, spoken of in the preceding Note j and this will appellr the more 
probable ",hen it is understood, that, although corruptly written Gou', a in Ramu· 
lio's text, it iiJ Gio-gu in the earlJ Venice epitomes, Gro-gui in that of Basic, and 
Cyongium in the B. M. and Berlin manuscripts; in all of which the Grllt leUer 
11 meant to be soft, and evidently to represent the Chinese sound which we 
more aptly e:lpress by Ts. It has already been observed, and the iustancea will 
again frequently occur, of the Chinese appellative term eMu or lcheou (for a 
city of the 8CCOnd order) being corrupted to pi,. apparently an orthographical 
mistake for giu, which nearly approaehea to the true Bound. 

Tso-chtu, according to the journals both of Van Braum and De Guigoes, i. 
twelve French leagues distant from Peking; but •• the former addi, that it 
was a huadred and twenty CbiDeae Ii, aDd as tbia i. more likeJ)' to be the true 

distance 
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diatllnee (for certainty thMe gcnl\emcn did not measure it), we are jusbtied in 
conlfidering it as upwards of forty Italian miles; ».t which numbel- OUI' author , 
IItale8 it. 

748. l'lIe .. c COli vent., Ilre ulIuully atlached to the tUtp* of the bonzes, and 
are very nllmcrou~ in every part of China. See Note ~ 

149. Van Brann. ob&crvcs that at l's()<ltru they found an excellent con,.quan 
(/.:ong-ku(m, or iun. I< 011 lie mUWluc point tl' hutcllrric~ dans lea chemins," 
Rays Ou "!aIde, U on ell voit un as<;cT. gran t! Ilumhre, mais rieo n'est plul 

" Dlilll! rable, oi plu'! mal·propfc, si you '> ell c"cC'ptez It's grandes routes, 01\ 

" vous en trouvez 'lui Ront fort va~teli." 1'. ii, p. 52. 

750. Thc- roud by which th e perllon .. who compo~ed the Dutch embassy uf 
1795, travened from Canton to Peking, wa" this laUer, IVIlic11 ilo here described 
all leading through TlO clltu, to IIlllllj; nr !>oulhcrn China . The western road 
diverge<lo at thi" point, and is that which lVa;o tilk"Il, in lGtiS, hy P. Fontaney, 
who particularly deltrihcs it in hi !> journal , puhlishcd lIy Du Hillde. II I.e 31 
II Mars" he says '~ j(' 11assai par Tro-tdu:ou, m't je pri'! Iii I'oute d+.' C/tftn-ri," 
T. i , p. !!i l. 

751, 1("i~fll or Tllillfu i .. oh viously TIl;:IJue,..ju, the capital of the m .. 
province of S'/urn-si, whidl W,I .... Ih!{llleutl~, in ancient times, tIt(' ~eat or. 
indept' luJeut government. Jt ~ dIrection j, abollt we~bouth·wes t from TS()oCheu, 
nnd the distance appear .. to 1M: ahout 11'11 ca~y !>Iage.~, For what further relates 
to thi .. rity, or kingdolll, it .. it i~ termed, St"(' the Notrq to the fOllowillg chapter, 
of which it is the particular ~tll~('d, althou;h, in fact, littl t, eJse tit an a repetition 
of wbut is liaid in this plnce. 

752. Respecting th e exportation of grap('s from thi., soutll-western province 
to tbe capital, see Note 750. 

758. "L'uir y est lempert:" ~Ilys Du Hallk, ~pellkillg of the udjoining 
western province of Sht". .• ·i, " Ie peuplt' dou~, civil, traitublc, ct plu~ atrt'etionnli 
" IlUX elrangel's, que Ie!> aul~ ChiuoiJ; plus septclltrionallx ." T. i, p. 207. 

754, The circunl~tallc('S ~Iotcd do lIot supply the mean!! of identil}ing thill 
place, which \Va~ known to ournuthoronlyby report. Its lIit uation was probably 
to the lIorth-",<'sl, lUI hl' ultcrwards proceeds to J;1)('uk of places morc remott', in 
a .outb-weetern direction, and it may bave been intended for the city of 1'ai-tong-jU, 
which ltel in that direction, Thp !lAmp. of Ach-balUfh is evidently Tartar, and 
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BOOK U. serveJ to shew tbat tbe wllnt of the 6nal guttural in Krmbalu, whlcll the l'cu-eiaolll 
- C've to it, ;g 8 n accidental omission. No mention of tbis city is found in tho 

CHAP. . d" 
XXVIII. tm C limos. 
NoIGl. . 

755. We have ReA ~t his usual hunting expedition!! took pluce either at 
Shang-lu, which liel Mlibwaro of Peking, or in the direction of Eastern Tartary 

'. /. 

Ilnd the river dmdr. 

156. It may he doubted whether the condition of tllC ,farmer!! W88 much 
improved by this species of relief. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Of tlte kingdom qf Ta.ill~fl.l. 

S"'P." ./J..T the end of te_ days journey from the city of Gouza, you arrive 
. ,bas been said) at the kingdom of Ta.in:!u, whose chief city, the 
fiiitalof the province, bears the same name. It is of the Iarge.,t size 
and very beautiful.7:>7 A considerable trade is carried on here, and a 
variety of articles arc manufactured; particularly arms and other mili
tary stores, which are at this place conveniently situated for the use of 
his majesty's armies.1:i8 Vineyards are numerous, from which grapes in 
vast abundance are gathered j and although within aU the jurisdiction of 
Ta-irz..jU. no other vines are found than lho.!)e produced in the district im
mediately surrounding the capital, there is yet a sufficient supply for the 
whole of the province.1t.9 Other fruits also grow here in plenty, as does 
the mulberry tree, together with the 'tiorms that yield the silk. 

NOTES, 

757. " La viUe capitale de Toi:yutn" says P. Martini, whom Du Haide copies, 
H a toujowt eete mise au rang des pIal cootid6rablee, ancienne, ruagDi6que eC 

" bien 
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U bien butie: !lie a d(" tres-fortes murailles, em'iron de troia lieues de circuit, BOOk U. 
" fort peuplcc;. au TCbte etl t Hitucc dans UII lieu. fo .. t agreahle ot fort ~a •.•. • -
"11 't • t " 1 ' ' .1 •• d ' f (.H \1'. X.XIX. ne la u paa,' ell QIlIlCT 6 I By trouv(' 51 grauuc quantile e bastimeas e« . 
" ' fi ' • t ' 1 ,. d T ,,"U!es. magm ques, pUIS qu e (:" c .. C U \.I emeure e tant de ro)'~." ,hf'venot, t. , 
p. 48. It may hE' fleccstaTY here to l-emark, that what appears to be the 
concimling syllable i~ the nllmes . of Chin~e towns (but "'t ~ a. . di~ti~ct ,mODI). 
I>xllablc) ) 9CrVf'!J to IIIdlcate thl:'lT Size or rank, and ~I Jurisdiction or 
dependence: thuR fu or fou denote) Ii city of the first elut, baving under itq 

tluperinte ndcncc a certaiu number of tbo~e belonging to the inferior clalle8 ; 
("h eu or trlieu denoles a city oflhl" SCCO IW das .. , 8UUIN't to the jurilJdiction of itA ill ; 
Bod h,e" u city or town of the third c1a~R, bu~jed to Its d 'm. .It ailiO appears 
that each greater city contains these !lubordm,lte juri&dictionll witbin itscl( 

758. No notice I S takon by the mlsslOnarie!J (011 whose informatioh alone we 
must depend in this part of the COUll try) of nlly manufacture of arms at this 
plnce; but such 'Work" might ""II he of a tE'mpora ry nut urn. We are tolo, 
howev('r , hy Du Halde, that, " comme on tir(' dC'l montu!tllcs quantitC du 

I< mriJIeur fer, il &'y fait lin grund commerce de" mn'ragt'!I de ft'r qU'o n y traveille." 
T . i, p. 204. 'fhe advantage of iro n on ( lit! "'pot would II ntllra lly cr('Rte thos , 

lllunu f"cloriO'l in which the artirl l' h plinrlpall y u~rd, ,11111 .ilthou!th iron was ~ 
60 mat eri al II part of the fahri c of arm~, in tho~e time~ a~ the pl'eMJllt, it mUM Tit 
hnve been ~ss('ntially IIcCC9~n ry for the hcadq of arroW!!, IIpours, "words, ~ 
various marhllw~. t.r 

759. In thi ... instan ce I huve vrutllred to corrN'1 the ted of JLllllusio, by 
subRtituting U srap(,q" for U wlnr," although It i<; ill conforullty With the Venice 
C'pitomr and the Latin vel"linll ; wau~r r am pE' r~uadcd thut from ignorance o f 

the fucb, the (':tpres!oion of the OJ ig uml has lwell mi.,un!lf'r .. tood, a nd ollr author is 
mad(' to IlsWlrt of tbe liquor, nhat \fa., onl) illtf'lIdt'd to apply to the fruit. The 
words of Rumusio are: " Vi fono (llIdlOf(l mollf' ugn(', dalkfJuoli I; raccoglu: mno 
(( in grand abbondamn,' r / bene/j(' ill lutla Tmnflt 1I0n si truovi (111m vino di qurllo che 

" nasc(' nel did,.ctlo di qll~" lj riUd, mmdllmno ,'1m uil/o a bllltn"sn p~,. 'uttn 10 

fl p rvroil1ria." In the epitome tile pas..age &tallds thus : " I vi sono f)inj ill grande 
fl ohumfanlia. In tuUa In provinrin'dd Co/aio mm 1/(1 ' 1'1' vin, $~ non in (jlltf{n ctm. 
u t,ado, ~ 'lrlu la t:O!JIradn jbTnine IlItm ia prtn'inria del Cnlaio." In the Latin 
edition the words are: ., Sunt in eu . ioom mul tlf' : in pro,incia \lero Cathai 
II nuBul\) crescit vinum . sed nb hoc regione illlle defertnr." In all these sen
tcnces it will be observed thftt the terml! " raceoglic," " nusee," "cretlcit," do 
not b'y a~ mcan':; appl.Y to the IIInnu racturrd artic}(', but to the natura) production 
alone, ani(that in the epitol1lt', the word" 'Oi"i " is used in a sen8e tbat eRn 
belong only 10 U \'illes," which in mooerr" ltRlilm would be expressed by" 'Vik." 

3 E 2 W. 
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BOOK II. We hid alrE'ady bct'n distillrtly told that what is called the wine Of that ~u~trr 
is .ade, not from grapes, but froUl n fermentation of rire aDd l1lil.let,:-mbed 

CHAP. XXIX._ spicell j Rnd we shall now see how the circumstancftl nrc ~tatid by thosc who, 
Notei'. fJ'iater times, llave bad the opportunity of observing th" productions and ~xporlli 

of the country. ., 1 "$D'S Martini, who wrote aLouf )650" a des 
" vignes j 8('S meilleurs qui se treuvent dam. loute In Haute Asi£', 
" Si les Chinois faire du vin, its en Buroicnt de tr('s·holl et E'n 
" abondance, mail ,opulenteDt de seichf'T ce~ raisins, et les marchands lea 
" veodent sees par toute la Chine .•.• Les Peres de Dostre compagnie en font du 
" vin pour I. Meese, ct en envoyent It ceux qui sout. dens ](>s provinc('!. ,oisines.'· 
Tbevenol, t. ii,1.p. 47. "La Chine" lIayl! De Guigllel~" produit fiu millin, mnitl 
If Ie pays n'est pas yignoWe: Ie rni~in mcmf' parOit peu proprf' tt fHire d .. yin, ct 
" ce n'ellt qu'a.y('c peine que Ie" /Ui~~iollnoir{' .. a Pf'king rcu!>!>is&C llt l', ('11 laire." 
T. iii, p.348. Thal these dried grapes or ra.isins, a~ they arc termrd in Eugli"}I, 
were the article of trade that our author meilnt to descriue, will , I trll!>t, be 
considered as at JeaRt highly probable, inasmuch U~ the correction render., him 
consistent with bimsell; and bis information , with the knowledge we have since 
acquired; whilst the eAprCb!liollS from which a contrary inli.orcOtc might be drawn, 
are at hest dubious and unappropriate. ' 

CHAPTER XXX. 

qr the citJj of Pi.anJ'u. 

(HAl'. xxx. LEAVING Ta.;njil, and travelling westward, st'vcn days journey, 
through a fine country in which there are many cities and strong places, 
where commerce and manufactures prevail, and whose merchants 
travelling over various parts of the country, obtain considerable pro6ts, 
you reach a city named P,.anj'u, which is of' a large size and much 
celebrated,11tO It, likewise, contains numerous merchants and arlisans . • 
Silk is produced here also in great qua.ntity. 'Ve shall110t say any thing 
further of these places, but proceed to speak of the distinguished city 
of Ka-ch,an.,fo; first noticing, however, a noble fortress named 1'hai-gin. 

NOTE. 
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NOTE. 

760. Tbis is tho 'city of Pin":Vllllg-/U, situated in tbe dll'tiCtion of sout!Houtn- BOOK n. 
'W C8l from the former, upon the lIutDe river ; tbe 
~ou Nle, uppear to be covered with toWfllo., " " says Du CHAP. XXX. 

Halde II 11(' soit que la aecondc ville de la province, point .. sa Note. 

" cnpltale, ni pur son antiquitc, oi pour la fcrl ihtC de .... ni par Ie 
II nomlm.! tieR villcs qu'cJlc a dOIl~ ~a dependance." T. i, p • .205. ,"'rom its 
aituation with tc&pcet to the 11oallg-lllJ 01" Yrliow rJ\l't, wr ilre ('nabled to 
;.I8cC'rtuili it to hI.' the .•. vi .. itccl by !-hah R okh ', umballsadon.,bcu they had 
aOflJicd the fltnJ01l'o britfie' of houtll t aud of WhiCh, ancr dctJcribilll:' the magni
fi CCLlCC, of itll t;fCl\t temple, it j .. liaid : " II ~ Y n'mar(IUt~rcnt troj~ bordels pub
" \tefl , Ol' il )" a\'oit dM IiIlc~ ur joyc d'une gralldc beaute. QUOIquc les fillet 
" du Jih:1lai suiC'nt bell(". eOlllm tmcnwnl, Ilt'anmrllll!, eliI'" sont 1;\ pItt'! belles 

If qU 'a illcur .. , e lla villl' pour cc &ujet ,,'appC'lIe la Ylll t' de I .. OOalllt'." TheY('nut, 
iv. partIe, p. "", 'fiJi" we may CO Il.ll'Cl ll rc 10 IX' lhe- kinJ or celebrity to which our 

tiulhor &0 lIlorlc~tJllou~luJ ('... II A P III: ljrlllP. :!UIt " hay '! I), Fontaney " je quiltai 
/I Ie' grand che'lUm'"fJul nu"IIe' J:lII .. la I'TOYIIICC d(' C/lcmi," Du Halde, t . i, p. 88. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

Of 'he fol'tn::",\ qf TIllIigill or Tal-£ill. 

IN a western direclioll ii'om Pi-an.~rlt therc is a large and handsome CH AI' XXXI 

fortress named Tlwi_£ill,7r. 1 which is said to have been built, at a re-

mote pcriod, by n klll~ who was called ])vr.7GZ 'Vithin the walls 
of the fort stands a spaciom, aud highly ornamented palace, the hall of 

which contaiu.'i pailltiugs of all the renowlll'd )lrinccs, who, from an 
dent times, have I clgncd at this place; forming together a superb 
exhibition. A reUlarJ..ablc circumstance in the h i')tory of this king 

Dor shalJ now be related. He was a powerful prince. 3iSumcd much 

atate, and was always waited upon by young women of extraordinary 
bea.uty;'\ vast number of whom he entertained :It his court. Whc n 

tOr recreation b,e went about the fortr~~~, he was drawn in his carriagc 
by 
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BOOK U. by these damsels. which they could do with facility, 'as it 'was of a. 
I..:HAP. XXXI. small aize,16j They were devoted to his service, and Qtll'formed every 

office that adminiatered to his convenience or amusement. I n his 
government he was not wallting in v~our, and he ruled with dignity 
and justice. of his' castle, according to the report of' the 
people of the beyond example strong. He was, how • 

• 
ever, a vassal who, as we have already stated, was known 
by the appellation of Prester John; 71>4 but influenced by pride. he 
rebelled against him. When this came to the knowledgp of Un· khan, 
he was exedltdingly grieved; being sensible t~om the strong situa. 
tion of the castle, it woliid be in vain to march against it, or ('ven to 
proceed to any act of hostility. Matters had remained some time in 
this state, when seven cava.liers belonging to his retinue presented them~ 
selves before him and declared their re'loiution to attempt the seizure 
of king Dor',t person, and to bring him alive to hi~ majesty. To thi'l 

they were encouraged by the promise of a la.rge rew.. They accord
ingly took their departnrc for the place of his residence, antI feigning 
to have arrived from a distant country, made him an offer of' their ser~ 
vices. In his employment they so a.bly and diligently performed their 
dUties, that they gained the esteem of their nl!w ma'llcr, wiJo ~hewed 
them distinglli'lhcti 1:1\'ouI', insomuch that when he took the diversion 
of hunting, he alway" had them near his person. One day when the 
king w:u. engaged III the chase, aud had crossed a river which :.cparutcd 
him ii'om the> rest of his party, who remained 011 tke opposite side, 
these cavaliers perceived tllat the opportunity now presellted itself of 
executiug their design. They drew their 8words, surrounded the king. 
and led him away by force towards thc territory of Ull-ldwn; without 
its being possible for him to receive as~istance ii'om his own people. 
When they reached the court of that monarch, he gave orders for 
clothing his prisoner in the meanest apparel, and with tme view of hu
miliating him by the indignity, committed to him the charge of his 
herds, In this wretched condition he remained for two years; stdct 
care being taken that be should not effect his escape. At the expira~ 
tion of that period Un-khan cauled him to be again brough!, before 
him, .trembling from apprehension tha.t they were going to ~ him to 
death. But on the contrary, U.,.../Chan, after a. tlharp Ilud severe admo. 

nitioD, 
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n!ti~n, in which he warned him against suffering pride !lM arrogance ~ n. 
to make him swerve from his allegiance in future, granted hill a par- CHA .. , XXXI. 

don, directed that he should be dr~s5ed in royal apparel, and sent' him 
back to his principality with an 4onourable escort. I'-rom that time for-
ward he always preserved his loyal ty, and terms with 
Un-khon. The foregoing is what was subject of 
king Dor.16S 

NOTES. 

701. The place here called '/'}lai·g;1l and Taj·ginO in tbe Latin versions (,nm
cui and Cny.cui, and in the Itulillil epitome .. Ch(Ji-cui : uames SO unlike that it 
msy well bt, thought difficult 10 idl!.llld) it Ji-om the- tlrlhogrllphy r but illlsiluatioD 
bctWCI'1I Pirl,y(mg lIlid the :;rl'at Ydlow riH' r, point-. 1\ o ul , "ith liome probabi. 
lity, Uto the Kiaj·trhcvll or til t' J('o.uit .. ,' lIlap : nul' ",ill the ~uunu or the word lUoi, 
which i .. the t'~ loell~~ part of tilt' IIUIII(", hI..' found It) ,11I\"t,1' mater ia lly from the Dry 
nnd ( 'hoi of till' .in alld ('arl~ II ;lIi <l 1l "(,,,,,,iun... With r('spcct to the latter 
mono'l) Jlahll.', wlwtht'r it Ill' corruptly IHilll'1! gin ( fur gm) or cui (for c:ffl ), it it 
induhilnhly Ill("unt for the It'rm rh"" , 'Chl'OIl, F, i ll , 0 1' d ll (lI("c()rdill,!!; to thc mode 
of writill~ it wi\h till' difti'f('111 I':uropeall aljlhal:"'t ~) Ilhich dCIlOlc8 (as already 

obscrvl.d) ,\ l' ity of till' .,ccund order, 

76'? The nl\m(' of this prince, which ill namU/,iu 'li lexl a'l w('11 a li i/l tbf' Iialiat' 
epitonll' , i ~ wrilll' lI 1)01', i" in thl ' Laliu l,dilion ... ab .... nrcll ) trulI ... furnwd to DQTiul . 

TIlt' lilrnlt'r, it mU'I1 h I' confe'h('u , hl';lI's lUI n " (,llIhlanC' I' 10 Ii CI,iucse, and 

bul little lu a Tllrtar word ; yet C \' C' II 011 the 1!o ul'po--it iull ur the ~tl1rJ beillg merely 
a r'Opular leg('nd with which our author wa., ,lI'Iubed in tlu' cour:.c oflli t. travel!! 
through the coulltry, the mUllet! of the actor" ou~ht Iwt tv be the t Cl!~ ill harmony 
with tlw language of it~ iuhaoillll\t!oo, 1 III1l tll c/'e lo l't! [IiKj>Obt·d 10 hazard 0. 

o.>njedure respecting it, that by som(' may he lhuught tllU holll, Lut whicb, r 
am peN-ulldcd willllppear mo!!t J)rohahl(' to tho~e rcaut',.~ whn arc hl' 1!o1 aCfluaioted 
with the histories of tht"se peopil" It is known dml pl'e"iou~ly 10 the itlvlUlion 
of Jtngi:-khan~ the northern proyinccs of Chilla were held iu !o. ubjt'ctiun by 
a race Ii-oro eastern T artary, caUed N iuche, but whos(' u1J1l1"ly rcc('i,'cd the 
apellatioo of Kin, from D te rm Rig nifying " gold " ill the ChilieKe language. 
" L'ao IllS" says the hilltorillo of th(' Huns" 0-/.:0-10 rut pl'odatllc emper-eur, 
" et donna it sa dynastic Ie 110m de Kin en (Jhinoi~, et d'A ltoulI uant. la langue 

" de c'lt. peuplea, c'cst-it.-dirc, 0,' ; c'est de-lU. que les Anlhes los ont ~ppelles 
" 4.lloun-khanl-" 1', i, p, 208, May not the prillce here !'.pokeD of have 

belonged 
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belonged to, thi~ fumily of the Kin, .l"ho- were the cotcmpor8'rics of Un·khan, 
and rna)' not the })'or or Doro of our Buthor be intended for 11 trandation 
of the Cbinetc term? 'fhe word enters into the c()mpo~itioR of mnny proper 
name~ and jg ortcn ~ndel'('d by it.. ~q~ivalent III European languoges; all in 
the ill!otancc at' II Kin-chan all Montagne fI' •. " 

763. it mal. likely that the prince lIbould have beell carried 
in a palanqtliu or sedan chair, 118 being the morE" u8ual ChirJl'Sc 
connyance, und bt'ttcr adapted to 11 lour de promnwi/c about the work!'; of n 
fort ;"'but we tUnC' ullqlll'btionnble cvillellc£' that clmrillt" or cars, drn'''1l by men, 
lJI'ere formerJr thc "chicle!! o/" persons of I'Rnk. " Lwbariotl>" !ony the amhas
sadors of "'!lOh RO/.lI, dl.cribing the ('qujp;Jgc~ fUrlli~d 10 them on the roud, 
by the t;'ovcrnmC'ut of Chini', "'lout tireb pnr un grulld nomhre d'holllmeM fJui 
ct Ie'! tirent av{'c de" ('o rdf'S par des'lu~ leurll cpau]f';'. " Thc,. i,,'" pllrtiC', p. 4. 

" Sa mf~e'l it' " .YfI P. (' ont;Jncin, speukill.g ofthe' l'mp('rtll· [(ang ·/1I " parut r('vlHu(' 
,( de' sell habit .. impermu .... , ct montC Bur un grant! elm!" qui MOlt Imine par ulle 
H vin!;t!line de vlglJUIt:IU, {'ulluqueF, hubll ctl tn\"'propr(,llIl'lIt: ' I.('tt, ~'dlr. t. xxi, 
p. 340. TIt(' cirClItn'ltllnce of thi .. king b('iu!{ tlrunn U) JW1(,b IS introduced 
in orner to rOJlder the ,'ontrast of IlLS r('l'l'rH'S more slrikllg, II) <")Iewing thl' 
style of lu),.ury to whieh he hud been "cell s-tomc'!. 

. .. ': 764, T·'or what relat(' <; to Un-klnm, "ho~e CX I<. tcncp ('vt'li u" a j('lIIporal pl'lIlC(' 

some "filt') !! JJl Europ .. have thought propC'f to rill! III (j1It'~ IIOIl , III'('all~(' the> 

NCbtolllln PliC.>h bc .. lo\t cd 011 hUt! lilt ('cc! .... i" .. t!ral tlth' thllt lJeCdJIIC ohnoxioub 
to ridicule', '>e'e Book i, Chap. xliII, With Note ... Sal lind sa.). " What [{{'nius 

" not u holly Imrh[lrou~ and ullcultivat{'d " bEl,." Ccrvante ... (( call be ~nt i ., ficd with 
" reading, that a vabt tower full of klJigllt~ bCUi! ... through the sea like U Ithip 

" befort· th£' wind, allli fhi'! night i ~ in J~omhardy, and the next morning in 
" the country of Prf'&tE'r John· in thp Inrlie~, or in some othl'r that Ptolemy 

" never discovt'rcd 1101' Marcus Paulus c,'cr 'law." Chap, cxlvi, 

165, Il will be observed that our author docs not exprc!> .. himself" illl uny 
degrec of confiut'l\ce us to tht' 1Iuthenticity of this romantic adventur£', If it 
WRS only on idle tal{' impo!>ed upon llim for 1111 hi lo torical fuct, il4llubt hnve been 
the invention of Turtarq rather than of Chinclle, who would flot have made a 
prince of ShaINi th: vU"Isal of u Tartar sO\·ereign. On the contrary it ill asserted 

by Guubil that their annals de<;cribe Un-khan IUIII B£'lfaH tributary to the sovercigns 

of the dyna'lly of Kin, and that the Chinese title of rung or prince \ViiS prefixed 
to hi" original title of khan, forming togethcr VUlIg-khan, of which tfe Arab" 
made l/pg.kllCm or Un-khan. A.lIowance, however, should be made for die fictions 
!of Chine8e vanity, a8 wen as for those of Tartar ignorance. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Of the very large and lIoble river called ~NJ..moran. 

UPON leaving the fortres') of Thai.gin, and trav~J1mg about twenty BOOK U. 

miles, you come to a river called the Kura_mornn,'66 which is of SUCb-.oHA~ill. 
magnitude, both in respect to width and depth, that no solid bridge t'an 
be erected upon it.i~Its watcr<;arc discharged iDto the o~an, as shall 
hereafter be more particularly mcntioncdJr~ On its bankq are many 
cities and castles, in which a number of trading people reside, who 
carryon an exlcllsi\·c commerce. The country bordering upon it prQ.. 
duces ginger, and silk also in large quantities. Of bilds the multitude 
is incredible. especially of pheasants,169 which arc soM at the rate of 
three for the vall' of a Venetian groat. H ere likewise grows a species 
of large cane, in infinite abundance; some of which are a foot, and 
others a foot aud half (in circumfcrclIcc,) and they arc employed by 
the inhabitants for a variety of useful purposes,no 

.NOTES. 

766. 'fhi .. name (written Caromoran in the Latin, ami Carrlloro in the early 
epitomes), which I;Jgnifics the Black rivpr, ill "pll known 'n be the Tartar 
appellation of thllt VIl"t stream which, with a vcr,. winding cour'l{', trnVer1le6 the 
whole of China, under the name of the }{oong-ho or Yellow ri n'r, 1>0 called from 
the colour of its walers, impregnated as thl'Y are wolt )cllow cia). 1t is at the 
same time not improbable that ill tJle upper pllrt of Ih course through a different 
and pcrhllps m~y soil, ils hue may eqnlJy jUlolil) tbe ('pit he' of black. " Hoang • 

• II ko ou flt>uve jd\mr, "iusi JiORlDl t- " !!Urs Du UaMc " ,'t cuu.,e de la cou lC'ur de see 
" enux troubles melees d'une tcrre jaunlitl'(~, qu 'il dCt3che Sfl ll"! cesse de son Jit 
" par III rupidiiC de lion ('oun." T. i, p.97. u Lc Fleu,'c jaune ou bourbeuK: 
U lea TartarCtl" Sllyl De GuignM p. U Ie Dommt'nt.L'6ramouruli ou Ie Fleuve nair, 
" et Marc·Paul, Commortm," fl isl. gcn. df'S IIUII'I, liv. i, p,21. ,. 

767. The passage of this river, but higher in itA course tlmn thC' point to which 
our author'lI rooteJed hiro. ill thull described by Shal, Rukh's nmbassadors: U Jls 

3 Jo~ " "inrent 
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BOOK D. "vinrcnt Ie 4 de la lunr Schouvnl nux bords du fleuve CaratnOuran, qui est 
c " grand commC' Ie Gihoun (ou Ox-us); iI cst traverse d'un POllt de vinKt-si lC 

HAP. XXXU. ce bateaux arrct t!8 enslmble, .\-cc det chatnee attlthees d'une rive a I'autre a des 
Notel. " colonn~s de fer, de In grosseur de In cuisse d'lln homme. Les bateaux ctoient 

" encore urretes et les UQI aU:I autres por de gro8 crampollfl, t't couverts 
" de planche~ dE.' Ie pont 6toit ferme et ega], et que les ambassadeurs 
" n'eurent autun a Ie passer," P.5. But in addition to the chai.ns, 

the~ trlust have been ambors or piJee, as no bridgedfboats could remain without _.> 
768. By this mformatillD, which may lleem sop«OuoC be probubly meant no 

lDote then thai the COUtie of. the rivel was towards the Eastorll I!el\; but it ahould 
be recoJlected that some of tbe rivers of Tartary discharge themselves wto lakeR, 
whilst others are lost in the sa ndy de!lertll. 

1'69. Yrequent melltion it> made of these birds, nt places in the vi("init)' of tbp 

Yellow river." Nona pa98amcs Ie ]loang-ho" BIIJ'B P. G£!rbillon .. ,(( L'empereur 
" qui martha tout Ie jour en tha8sant, tua. grand nembre de.'I'eS et de filisafiS! 
(l on en prit aull&i be.ocoup a'Vec leli oiseB.uS de proye et a III main ." Du Halde, 
t. i,., p . .345. 

110. The bamboo cunt! (a rut/do hamooJ), one of the nlost w'Icful materials witll 
which nature has furnish('d the inhabitants of warm cJimaieh, jo; known to be 
common ill Chilla. "On trouve" sat!! Du lIaidc II dallt> tout l'empire d('8 cannes 

H ou de8 roseau];, que Ie!'; Portugais oot app~lIcs oam!Jou",. mnis Ie T('he-kiulIg en 

u est plus fourni qu'aucune autre province. By en n des foret!! enticres. Ct'S 
U bamboulII soot d'un usage in6ni .. 16 Chine, au ils sont tres-gt'08 et trCa-durl!: 
(( bien qu'ils lownt creux en dedans, et partages de namds, ils lIOot tre&-forh, ot 

« soutiennent lea plus 10urds .rdeaux." T. i, p. 174. In the Mem. concern, If'fl 
Cbinois, t . ii, p. oS'l, it ill observed that tbe greater part of the hou~eli in the 
province or Se<I!UeJI are e006tructed of bamboos. The latitude orthe part or the 
Km'tHIttn'Oft or Hoong·/w here .poken of ie about Sri. Further northward the 
bamboo 18 not likely to flourieh. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XXXIIl. 

Of tile city 'If Ka-chan:!U. 

H ,4.VINO crossed this river and travelled two· days journey, yon BOOK lJ. 

arrive at a city named Ka-chon~fu,71I whofie inhabitants are idolaters. CHA~III . 
They carryon a considerable traffic and work at a variety of malNfac .. 
tures. The country ~roduces in great abundance, silk, ginger, galan. 
gal,7i''2 spikenard, ami' many drugfi that arc nearly unknown in our part 
of the world. Here they weave gold tis!iucs, as well 3S every other 
kind of silken cloth. \Ve shall speak in the next place of the noble and 
celebrated city of K enozQ1J:fu, in the kingdom of the same name. 

NOTES. 

771. The name of Cucianjw. or A'a-chlln-jll, which in Ibe.aurJy Veujce epitoll.e 
iii COlldanju, lIud in the llusl e, Ciw!fi' (hut which dom; not occur ill too B. M. 
manulicript nor ill the eurly Lutin edition) COllllut UI: truccd in Ou I1 aldc's mop, 
liar d~ th ('rc appear any city of til(' fir;;t class (implied hy the adjunct fo) 
betwecn thiLt part of the lloanf!.-"o) IIIHI. thl' Cllpitill (If tbe province of Shm-n', 
towards which our autbor'l' route iii Il['rc directed. 

772. ·Galan ..... or !"8lanrnl, well know n in ttl(> mal«iIJ medica, ill tbe root of the 
f'IO- :'\ 0 

KlIlmpferia. By tbe Italian spiro [ "uPJ>0~ is n1 £'ant Ii l'iJumnrd, oardus ~odiGa, 
concerning which, sec 1)upeTlI ill the l'hilosophic<l.l Transactiolls alld the Aaiatic 

J~clcllrchea. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Of tl" city 'If Ken.z<1<-Ju. 

UEPAITING from Ka-chan..fo and proceeding seven days journey in a CHAP.xXXlV. 
westerly direction, you cuutinually meet wit.h citie9 and commercial 

JJ F it town~, 
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BOOK II. towns, and pass many gan.hms and cultivated grounds, with abandanc.e 
CHA~lV. of the mulberry or tree tha.t contributes to the production of silk. The 

inhabitants in general worship idols. but thert' arc also found here 
Nestorian Christians,77J Turkomans.n .. and Saracens. The wild beasts 
of the country affo.J.i..exccllent sport, and a variety of bird,;; also are 
taken. At the co-.f those seven stages YOll arrive at the city of 
Ken-~au.-fo. which was anciently the capital of an extensive, noble, 
and powerful kingdom, the seat of many kings, highly descended and 
distinguished in arms.77/; At the present day it is governed by a son of 
the Grand khan, named Mallgalu, upon whom his father has conferred 
the sovereignty.m It is It country of great commerce, and eminent for 
its manufactures. Haw silk is produced in large quantities. and tissues 
of gold, and every other kind of silk are woven there. At this place 
likewise they prepare every article np.C'"cssary for the equipment of an 
army. AU species of provisions are in abundance. and to be procured 
at a moderate price. The inhabitants in general worship idols, but 
there are some Christians, Turkomans. and Saraccns.i1f1 In a plain 
about five miles from the city, stands a beautiful palace belonging to 
king Mangalu. embel1i~hed with many fountains and rivulets, both 
within and on the outside of th(' buildings. There is also a fine park, 
surrounded by a high wall, with battlements, enclosing an extent of 
five miles; where all kinds of wild animals. both beasts and birds, are 
kept for sport. In its centre is this spaciow palace, which for symmetry 
and beauty cannot be surpassed.n~ It contains many halls and chambers 
ornamented with paintings in gold and the finest azure, as wdl as witb 
great profusion of marble . • Mangalu, pursuing the footsteps of' his 
father, governs his principality with strict equity, and is belo\'ed by hi& 
people. He also takes much delight in hunting and hawking/1iO 

NOTES. 

77S. The province of Shen-Ii is undentood to have been the principal seat or 
Christianity when preached in this country at an early period, by tbe Nestorians. 
Being the most western of the provinces that. compo,;;(" the empire of Qbi1l8, it 
,,8.8 the' eaaieat of aCCeM to ,,_ who travelled by land, from Syria and other 
eountriea bordering on the Mediterranean. 

774. B, 
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774. By TurkomanB we are not to understand the Tartan of the Desert, but DOOIt IL 
merchants either from Turkomll.nia of Aliia minor (the kingdom of the &fjukJ of -
Rdm), or from Bokhara, formerly the capital of 'furkistan, a place of considera CHA.P.lI.XX1V, 

hi ffi k d ' 'J" 'l'h Note,. 
III e tra c an tIVIIUlIOD . cy were probably the same people with those 
now called Ducharians. 

"fr' 
175. II owever different lI~e name of Ken':4n-fu roay ~ rrom Si-ngan-fu or 

Si-p-fu (as it i~ more commonly written ) cirCum9tanCeM shew that the eminent 
city dftCribed in the text, i~ meant for the capital of the province of ShnHi, 
which appearli to be dilltant abollt nine litages from the passage of the lIoong-lw. 
The practice of changing the appcllutioll9 (always significant) of important places, 
upon the accession of a new family, is matter of notoriety, and accordingly the 
8cv('rnll1(lITlCs of Ktm<IlIlg, lim.glting, C/l(Jng-gan, lIlId Nglln .. ~i, which nnderthe 
dynAsty ofille 1'1Jing (1370) was rcver!;cd and maue Si·ngan, i\rc recorded 88 haviDg 

at difl'crcnt 1J{' riudl- belonged to tbi~ city. or which of thcs{', Km-::an migbt be 
IUj)poM!d the corruption , it is diffie'ult to pronounce ; lIo r have w(' any D'II!lUraneO 
that thi ll ill the true reading; lor in Ih{· early Italian I~pitome we filld the name 

written Gurll-{(u'mi, ill the oasl(', QUt ll"f/Ili-IW, in til(' ClirliE'r Latin, Quin-gian, 

liod in lhe B . M manuscript, simply G.WUI:fU. The Jast may be cOlill idered as 
approwchiug nearly to the Gmm-.Ju or NgIIII:ru of 111(' modl·ro name, to which the 
tj had not hcellllrclixt·d (liS we nrc iullJl'tIl{'d by I', :\hrtini) until a period later 

than that of our uuthor'" rl'~i (lclJtc iu China; hut from th(' prevalence of the 
lIyUnble Ktn or Q//en though alLllo:.t all the rcadi ngs, it would seem that 11(\ 

must have exprt'ltscd the word by Home orthography conveying the sound of Ken_ 
Jp.Ju, 

776. U Sj'gatl" sa)'s P . Martini " <I'll est la \,ille capilalc , cede it fort peu 

" d 'autrell, si on regardc a sa situatioll dans un pays fort beau el rccrcatif, a. 81\ 

u grandeur, it. son anti{luitc, a III.. force el fCfmclc de "e~ 1Uurailles, a la bcaut6 

" de son aspect, ct it 80n cOllunerc(' .• ,. YoU!! pouvez juger de Hon Rntiquitc, de 

" ce que les Il'ois families imperiales de Cheu, Cin, et Han y ont. rcgnt:." 

'fheveool, partie iii, p, 59. 
It was nellr tbis capital that an uncient illHcription on stone was discovered, 

which, in Syriac'"and Chi netic charach'l'!I, recorded the state of Christianity in 

that province or kingdom, Iri(>t forth tho protection and indulgence it received 
from diferent empel'ors, and contained II. list of its bishopJJ. "eette province" 

sayl P. Martini" est encore celebre par une pierre fort antique, sur laquelle la 

" 10)' de Dieu est escrite en carltcteres SyriaquC8 1.'1 Chinoi8, apport.: it. ceux de 18 
~c ChiDe par lea 8uooelSeUrii dCIi Apostres: on y lilt Ie nom d{'s C"etiques et des 

" P'"6tt.rft de ce temps-la, ct celui des emperelQ'l,Chinoil qui leur furent favora

" Pl .. et leur aceorderent des prlvilegeij; t:Ue COJKient QUSli uoe courte eaplica-
" lion 
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IlOOK. h. "tion de III 101 Cbt'NtieJlne, mail tou ... .fait admirable, COIDpc*O en lanpge 
- u Chinoi8 Ires.-eloqucDt •..• On ". trcHn'e I'an 1625 chillS la cite de Sa~, 

CHAP.]utXIV, " eormne on eteu!tOk It'slOndemeh8 d'une muniUe: Ie gouverneur de la viUe, 

Hme!. " "yant e8tc infor.lh anssi·tost d~ ce monument qu'an avoit trcuve, en coullidera 
" l'inscription de plus pres, et, comme ils sont grand" amateur'll de l'aatiquite, it 
" la 6t imprimcr, et~~8uite un ccrit n. 18 louange du llIonument, et puis aprcs 
Ii tailler' rur one autrE pierre de IhfiMUt grandeur uac copie de celie qu'on avoit 
" trfNvee, U oh!Wn'ant Ie. _mes trait. et caractcree, Ilvee taute In ficUlite 
"l"'ef!Juise. Les Ptrel de nosti'e Societe en ont porte a Rome Ull exemplll.ire "elon 
" I'original, avec l'inlerprt'itatio .. : on I. gordc a prb;;t'nt AV('C 90n interpretation, 
" dart. 1 .. bibMtll.~\que de 18 alalaon proferAe dQ Je80>l: elle fut imprimce a Rome 
.. I'an 1631." 'I 'he~cnot, p. 51. Some lIuspidoll!, were IlAtu.rall'y excited in 
Etrrope, R/I: to the grnuinencb8 of' a montllvent of 80 peculiar 8 nature, and it h." 
bee .. tf\e li:llbjeet of m'ItCh di9(.m. ; Ht UtOf!I!l who ha\'t' beet! the most forward to 
pronoun«! it a for'~('r.r, "('em actuated rllther by" spirit of Rnimo8ity agaiu8t the 
Order of .1c-uifll. wtlfJ~ rnemiwu'lI brought it to notiC<l, than by the pure Jove of 
trath or a ttispOlrition to cllndid iuqltiry; and since that hO!ltilc tffling has buhsided, 
We allt'hentiOlty appeal'll to be no longer di8pllled hy th~E' who Rrt' best enablt'd to 
fOrm 11 correct jtIdgfllent. "r.'ctaMil8elnClit d~ NeMoticnll " ~.)" l)e Glfigne!l 
(. " dtrte de fiSb ailS nprc8 J. C. qu'un certain Olopum vint Ii. I. elMlle IIOUS 7ay
e! tlong de! Tang: ce fllit est prouv6 par Ie monu~nt dl-couv(>rt i't Sy.ngan.fou ('II 
II Wi.i), 80U!! Jly·t~qng de!. Aling." T. ii, p.384. Fol' nlOr(' p,~rticlllnr informa. 
tion rec;pecting thi~ ct:l\·hrated monument, see the jhllowlIl,!.:' '" ork~: A thanBllii 
KireheT'i Ohina illustm.t.a (1667), wbere ",ill be found It filc-I!imil(' of the int1criPl. 
tion, with II literal tran'llation of each clmracter: Amlnll Miilleri Opuscula; III 
monumento Smico Commcntnriu8: (1695): Laurcntli Moshcmii, ad I1igtoriam 
Eec:I~ial!tk.um 'l'artarorum Appendix, mOIlUmfluta et cpi8tolas exbibens (1741): 
lind !\1(omoil'e8 del'Acadcmie dell Inscriptions, t. xxx, p. MD2. 

777. In a li~t of the son8 of Kublai given hy De GuignC8 (UiAt. gen. des Huns, 
1iv. xvi, p. 189) we find th(' thitd, tbere named Mangkolo, to have been gover
nor of Shm-si, SC-fhuen, and Tibet; and in a Note to I'Hil!t. ~6n. de In Chine, 
p. 489, we are told that llonanla, the eldest 90n of Mongkot., 8l1ceeeded his 
fttther iA the sa~ government; hi8 ullual reaidence being at SHlgcn-fo. 

778. , • .Lea Mogoltl ou Yuen " .. yi the youopr De GUignee""qui 8'empan!:~n' 
" du trOne en 127get cha8l6reutles Song,.ameo6huat un grand nombre de MlNnll .. 
U mani. Ccux-ci furent trelf-tWmbre.ux juaqu'ala dyoastie des M;ng, qui oommenl(8 

" it regner en 1~8, aprea atoit d~tt'uit let 'l'llI'tares." "bet Mahom'lan., que 
" le8 Chinoia appeHent H~ qui habiteat 188 pay' 6itu6a .. l'flxt1'!mit6 du 
" enemy jUl'lQ'a Jly en 1'......., BOot parwge.en troi, oIulM." T. ii, p. ~5. 

779. " Celuy 



779. " CeJ4ly ¥Ii est au zud...esL de la. vtlle " HaYs P. Marti,oi I( Iil6t 1018 be artiJi.· BOO¥ U. 
U eiel, fait par Ie moyell des caJliloUX qu'on y II I=.onduittl de Ja rjvj~re de (luei; -
" I' ll' I fi b II d' . bo QIAV,XXXIV. empereur rao c tern e Ir un valoLls fort remarquable, avec J,e'l 1& cl 
" des jardios pleins de Rellr!. qu'il fall>Oit culliver avec gl'lloil Boin." 'l'hevenot, Note~. 
partie Iii, p. 59. 

?'SO. It may he doubted whether, in. the f'$timation of our author, ihi.t.«er 
quality of nttncbment to field llport~. diel not raise bu. character 118 bigh, 8II.ud the 
thf! vigour and policy of hill gol'ernmcnt. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

Of tlte boundaries of Kataia alld Manji. 

TRAVELLING westward three days from the rCllidcncc of Mangalu, CHAP. xxxv 

you still find towns and castles, whose inhabitants subsist by C01Umer~ 
and manufactures, and where there i~ an abundance of silk; but at 
the end of these three ~tagc~ YOII enter upon a region of mountains and 
vallies, which lie within the pro"incc of KIl71-kin.18l This tract how-
ever has no want of inhabitants, who afC worshippers of idols and cuI-
~tc the earth. They live al~o by the chase, the land being much 
~ven~d with woods. In these are found many wild beasts, such as 
Hons (tigers), bears, lynxes, fallow deer, antelopes, stags, anu many 
other animals; which arc made to turn to good account.782 This 
region extends to the distance of' twenty days journey, during which 
the way lies entirely over mountains and through vallies and woods, 
but still interspersed with towns where travellers may find convenient 
accommodation. This journey of twenty days towards the west being 
pe.rforme~, you arrive at a place called Ach.baluch Malyi, which signi-
fies the Whde city7tc on the confines of Man}i, where the country be.. 
COI'J'}ft IM'el end is very populous. The inhabitants live by trade and 
manual arts. Large quantities of ginger are prodllced here, which is 
conveyed through all the province of Kataia, with great advantage to 
the merchants. 784 The country yields pt, rice, and other gram 
plentifully, and at a reasonable rate, TIi" 'plain, thickly covered with 

habitations, 



TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

BOOK. II. habitations, continues for two stages, after which you Iigilin coine-if> 
(,IlA~V. high mountains, vallies, and forests. Travelling twenty days 8till fur. 

ther to the west, you continue to find the country inhabited, and by 
people who worship idols, and sublist upon the produce of their soli, 
as well as that of the chase. Here also, besides the wild animals above 
enumerated, there are great numbers. of that species which produce 
the musk.18:0 

NOTES. 

781. 'fh(' country to which om author's description here applie&, iH ('vidclltJ) 
the province of Sl1'/ulfn, ",hie), lies !:louth-westward from Si.nga1l1u, "nd is It 

mOlilltninoutl Tf.'gion. No direct authority upp('aTb jor it", having horne the name 
of ('lIT1-c/iin) or Run-kin. but which in tht" Jtalian f'pitomel> i .. f'ldlN'llin, or !t"ill-km 

accordillg to our orthography, in the BaRic edition Crm-t'hi, and jll the oldpr Latin 
C'hym or Kyn, 'fhe names of Kin nnd King, howev('r, will be rcrceived to 
abound in this province. One of ilR principal citiet is named Chan-king, another 
Tchong-kitlg, its great river is the KiTW'ha-kiang (M ri\'cr of golden ,,<lIId .. ), and 
P. Martini says: "Sur le9 plu" hauteR montagnC'S de ceUe provi nce, tlu co'!!c du 
" nord-est. ... ('st Ie royaum(' de Kinf{, (Jui ne rclc've point de l'cmpereurde 1:t 
" Chille •.• • Je nomme ce royaume King, parcc ttll'li fut fonde par 1(' pcuple de 
U King, et des pays voisins," 1). SO. 

782, SOID(, oftbe aoimals here enumerated might serve the inhabitants for f~ 
and the skillS of aU were mOle or less valuable. 

783. The name here written .Ach-baluch and laid to imply the" White city," 
iii in tho Dasle aod older Latin editions, but probably with le~s correctnesll, called 
Achaic('h, and in the !talian epitomes, still more corruptly, A.cineie('h ilnd Cinekch; 
nolle of whieh bear any resemblance to Chinese words. It hus been already 
Doticed that boUgh is a term used in Tartary for H city," and ok, in the dial'eeJs 
of Turkistan, is known to signify U white," which ju!>tifies our a.uthor's interpre
tation of the nallle; but why he should express it in tho Tartar labfuge, unless 
on the supposition of bis having forgottt"n tbe Chinese appellat(()n, docs not 
appear. I confl'lI!; also tbat with'such Imperff'-ct lights 1 am unable to make any 
satisfactory conjecture with leglJl'd to iU pOliition, and tbie ie the more to be 
regretted us it would have to afICertain the north·welltero Iimitw of MUIJii 
or Southl'rn Chinu. On the great river Kiang, however, and within 
the pro\'ince of Se-chuen, a city BalDed in the Je8uits' map, Peke,,", 

which 



TRAVELS OF lIURCO POLO. 

~ .. t~ presumed to mean (so far 81 the sounds of Cbinese WOrdll, without 
tile cbarac~ ea. be trusted) the " White cit,." 

184. It may be doubted wllether the root here called ginger, was Dot rather 
intended for tbat wbich we call China.r~oot, and the Chinese, jIJ.h'n (smilax), pro
duced in ih greatest p.fection in thi5 province, and for whkh, 8S it WIl8 at tbat 
period little if at aU known in European pharmacy, it might be found Reeeaary 
to substitute a familiar term. "La vraye racine de Sioa" says P. Marlini "Be 

" trollve seulement dan~ celte province; pour la sauvage, on Ia trouve par tout." 
P.79. 

785. It has already been ob,.,..d thatth, musk·animd is round ;n Chi.,s, 
Tartary, in Tibet Ilnd in the Chinese provinceR bordering on thOle countries. 
Spe Notes 439 and 440. 

ettAI'TER XXXVI. 

Of the province if Sin-din:fu, alld qj the grem river natUd Kian. 

409 

BOOKIL 

CH.Al'. xxxv. 

~AVINO travelled those twenty stages through a mountainous country, CHAP,XXXVI. 

pm reach a plain on the confines of Ma1]ji, where there is a district 
named S;n-din~fu .. by which name abo the large and noble city, its 
capital, formerly the seat of many rich and powerful kings, ii calledlB'6 
The circumference of the city is twenty miles; but at the present day 
it is divided, in consequence of the following circumstances. The late 
old king had three sons, and it being his wish that each of them should 
reign after his death, he mnde a partition of the city amongst them, Ie-

paratios one part from the other by walls, althQugh the whole continued 
to be 8ur!~lInded by one general enclosure. These three brothers ac-
cordingly became kings, and each had for his portion a considerable 
tract of country; the territory of their father having been extensive 
and ricb. But upon ;!s conquest by the Grand klum, he destroyed 
these three princes, and possessed him"""" their inheritanee/87 

BG The 
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BOOK ll. The city is watered b)' many considel'llble lIIreams, -"iIich 4_'" 
t ~H"~n from the distant mountains, surround aDd pass throug! it in a variety 

of directions. Some of these rivers are half a. mile in width. others 
are two hundred paces, and "Very deep; over which arc built several 
large and handsome stone bridges, eight paces in .,brea.dth. their length 
being greater or less aocordieg to the size of the stream.188 From.()lle 
extremity to the other tbefelw a row of marble pillars on each side. 
which support the roof; for here the bridges have very band!\ome roots, 
constructed of wood, ornamented with paintings of a red colour, and 
covered with tiles. Throughout the whole length also thcl'c are neat 
apartments and. shops. where all !iorts of trade arc carried 00/89 One 
of the buildings, larger than the rest, is occupied by the officel's who 
conect the duties upon provisions and merchandise, :lOa a tol1 from 
persons \lho Vas! thf" hrirlgp, In this way, it is said, his majesty re
ceives daily the sum of an hundred besants of gold,7!K1 These rivers 
uniting their streams below the city, contribute to form the mighty 
river called the Kiall,1'11 whose course, bef. it discharges itself into 
the ocean, is equal to an hundred days' jOll~y; 70 1 hut of ih proper
ties occasion will be ~cn to speak in a subsequent part of this Book.7~:\ 

On these ril'ers and in the parts adjacent are many towns lind fOrtIl 
pllLC'es, and the vessels are numerous in which large quantities of 
chantlisc arc transported to and from the city, The people of 
'Province are idolaters. Departing from thence you travel five stages, 
pattly along a plain. and partly through valJies, where you see Inany 
respectable mansions, castles, and smaU

I 
towns. The inhabitants sub. 

81st by agriculture. In the city there arc manufactures, particularly of 
very fine cloths and of crapes or gauzes,?94 This country, like the 
districts already mentio"ed, is infested with lions (tigers), be&ra, ,and 
other wild .nid, ~e end of these five day" jo~ yon reach 
'the Besolated counlly of Thebeth. ' ,:' 

NOTFS. 

186, This city which iii ___ lNIItiOD as wcU .. ia that of Ratnuaio i. nareed 
Sbl-din-jU, in tile older JAtit;~, .. nd in the early epitomes, Sindin:fot ap,...,. 
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pIWt r. the cireuDtlltanCII mentioned, to be u.t ,..,,, calW Ch~JfI, BOOK.. U. 
titu.red on tbe "estem .ide 0' the pt'Ot"incc et SIMIt"e4 of wilicb it it the capital. -
" Ch ' " P'" ." .I.' I ~. ' U CHAP.x.xxVI. Ing-lu filay, . n nrtlnl mente c nmg qu· .... tient de capltale, car e e 
" d be I " 'fi .1- :-i"leI. surpalse e allcoup 08 nulres c&t~ qUl en dependeDt, par la marru cenee tIC 

U lea bastimens, et par 1'.fflucncfI de son peuple: ene eet extrfmement mucHn. 
" de . •. . Les roy' de Clio y ont tenu leur COllf avant qU'elle tUft IICMH l'empirw. 
I( de la Chine: la fsmille de Nan I'appella Quanghan et y tint Ie siege de )'em,.. : 
U lee roy. de nn luy ont donne Ie nom qu'cne a a preaent : la fi.mille d. TGIIS' 
U Ie Domma Ki~ .. nan." P. 8 1. The western boundary of MaMji, . a bu been 
observed, itl not well known, Lut it I!> ('\ .clent from the military operatioTll oC 
l iSO aud J238, thal the SOllg, "110 then ruled it, were ma,tere of tbis city of 
Chillg-lu. When taken by the Mungal!! it io, said (with no little exaggeration) tbat 
Gnemillion four hundred thouAaod persons were put to the IIword. Hid. g6n. de 
18 Chine, t. ix, p.219. 

781. The king here spoken or mU'lt Ilave been a tributary either of the SOlfg 
or of tbe Mungal8 and might be aile of tho"f' who rece ived tbe ChioCfl8 title of 
Vang, lind werE' more or le.s independent, according to the energy of the general 
go\'ernment. ]11 the interval }lctwren the conqueet or Ching-tu by Oldai, lind 
tbis occ upation of it by ~, mnoy cbange!> io its fortuneH had taken place 
and t11(~ person who governed there in 1260 supported the . .altempt of Artigbllga to 
Wrelit the empire from bi~ brother. 

f;q" Cette vHle" adds M.,ti,i " " I Im,te coupee d'c.ux, et navigabk 
ue par tout, it CDU&e ti e<! canaux (lu 'oo ya conduits, revC8tus de pierre do 

. iIle: il y a quantite de ponts de pierre • • • • CeUe ville est lIituee danl une i81e 

'e que lea rivie rCi ont funnec." p.81. 

789. Thill peculiarity uf tbe bridge~ in Si--chuen is not noticed in the meagre 
accounta we have of that provi-..e, which all resolve themselves into the origillal 
iDfonnation given by p , Martini, in hi~ .4.tlasSinensis (1655). The Latin edition 
of our autbor lItates, that the shop~ or booths werE' 8et up in tbe morning, ood 
I'tDlOyed from the bridge at night. 

790. ID...,... yertiool , inate'Ll!. of aD huodred, "' ia atated 

6os_ (or ... 1lIooo>. 
at • tbolliUcl 

791. The numerous stream. by wbich the c19' ot C/ting~u i. surrounded, (orm 
their jonetiou BUcee'isheiy, Ilnd discharge the\t,wKted " .. ten into the great river 
}Gar, u i, here deaeribed, but itl diltnnce ""latter is more conl!iderabJe 
dan the word, of the text wDuld lead ue to MIppOlIe, '1' In u.. Ballle edition, incleed, 

3G2 ~ 



41il TRAVELS Oi< «AReO POLO. 

BOOK 11. the Kiang is iaid to pass tlt.rough the citf; I( ~ .,dium bujuli civitatis tra.B" 
- "fluvius qui dicitu[' Quiaat (..iIimg-at) i" b~hL~ that the nature oftbe river 

CHAP.xxXVl h • "h .... w. . 1 '-_. r~h I I' d' f h . diBprOVe8 t e lac, e mls..,. .... exP,8llN1O tela Ian rea Ing 0 t e sam. 
Not... pa.'Isage, in the early epitomes, ",.re the Cpl"Msion is, " per mezo questa terra 

" passa uno grnnde fiurne," by whleh i8 to be understood, ali terra i8 here distin
guished from dUd. that it flowed through the district. The remainder of the 
cbapter contains an apparent contradiction; fur a!'ter describing th.e rin=r as heing 
halr_ mile in 'Width, it prooeedtato 8ay: " In la dtm di Sinuirifa sopra questa 
II fiulDe U UII ponte di pietra, loqualc e lango un miglioro." Y ct thi~ excCiS is not 
uncommon where tbe banks arc low and the country Q martlb. 

CHAP. 
XXXVII. 

792. In tile Liltin it is ftaid to be ninety, and in the early Italian, seventy tltagihl 
or days journey. The distance from the city of S'll-('heu-ju, which stand!! at the: 
junction of tbe river that runs from Clling-lu, with the Kiang, is equal to about 
four-fifths ef the breadth of China. 

79.3. See Cbap.lxiii. 

794. Thill sentence is a continuation of the account of Sill-dil1-ju, and ought to 
118ve hud place in an earlier part of the chapter. ~lihew:l tbe inarrificial manner . , 
ip which the work was composed. 

CHAPTER XXXVII. 

Of the province rif +'!<beth • .. 
THE province named Thebeth 1!i5 was laid entirely waste at the time 

that Mangu-kaon carried his arms into that country,196 To the di~ 
tance of' twenty'-'ys.qey you see numberless towns aud castles in a 
'state of ruin; and iPconsequence of the want o£,~~ts. wHd 
beasts, and especially tigers, have multiplied to suob\ ~e, that 
merchants and other tr ... v~Uers are exposed there to great danger during 
tbe ~ight. They a~, unuer the necessity of carrying the~r 
provl8lons along with , _ - f»ut are obhged, upon arl'lvmg at thell' 

• 
halting placeo, to·. . L\tDlOlt circumspection, aDd to take the 

following 
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following precautions, . ,their hones m~ 'Wi. be devoured. In this 
~gion, and particularly 'tiu ,t}1t' neigliboll~ of rivers, are found 
canes (bamboos) of the length of ten pac~ three palms in circum. 
ference, and three palms al!K) in the space between each knot or joint. 
Several of these, in their green state, the travellers tie together, and 
place them, when evening approaches, at a certain distance irom their 
quarters, with a fire lighted around theta; when, by the action 6f'i:he 
heat, they burst with a tremendous explo!lion.797 The noise is so loud 
as to be heard at tbe distance of' two miles j which has the cOeet of 
terrifying the wild beasts and making them fly from the neighbourhood. 
The merchants also provide themselves with iron ~hu ck Jei'l, in order to 
faslen the legs of tht'it' horses, which would otll e! wise, when alarmerl 
by the noise, break their halters and run away j and from the neglect 
of this precaution it has hapl)ened that m.m)" owner'! have lost their' 
cattle. Thus you travel for twcllt) days tlllough a desolated country, 
finding neither inns nor provision..;, lInles~ I)c,hap:! once in three or four 
days, when you take ~ OPI}oltunit.y of replenishing your stock of' 
necessaries. At the e9d' of that period you begin to discover a few 
castles and :-Itrong tOWII :-I, built lipan rocky hcig ..... upon the summits 
of mountains, and g"adually enter an Inhabited and cultivated district 
'Where there is no longer any danger from bea!)ts of prey. 

A scandalous custom, which could only proceed from the blindness 
of idolatry, prevail, amongst the people of these parts; who are dis
inclined to marry young women ... 0 long as they are in their virgin state, 
but require, on the contrary, that they should have had previous com. 
merce with the other sex ; and this, they assert is pleasing to their 
deities.1!18 Accordingly, upon the arrival of a caravan1<i9 of merchants, 
and as soon as they have set up their tents for the night, those mothers 
who have marriageable daughters. conduct. t~e place, and each, 
con~'-fot a preference, entreats the strangers to accept of her 
daugb.-1I6d enjoy her society so long as they remain in the neighbour~ 
hood.8M Such all have most beauty to recommend them are of course 
chOien. and the others return home diuPP,Ointed and chagrined; whilst 

,the former continue with the tra¥ell~_ .til the period of their de • 
. parwre. They then mtore them to tIjpir.mothera, and never attempt 

to 

BOOIt IL 
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to (,8rTY them away. 11t j. expe~~ed' T, that the merchanti' 
shou!d make them pres~\r#ot tWIll!: , ,: • or other complimentary 
tokens of regard, lrhich the y~ " take home with them.8tH 

When, afterwards, they are d_gned't.r marriage, they wear all these 
ornaments about the neck or other pRt of the body, and she who 
exhibits the greatest number of them is considered to have been the , 
most attractive in her Pf'D~ and is on t,hat account in the higher 
estimation with the young men who are looking out fol' wives; nor 
can she bring to her husband a more acceptable portion than a quantity 
of such gifts. At the solcmnisation of her nuptials she accordingly 
makes a display of them to the tl:'lsembly; and he regards thema!l a 
proof that their idols have rendered her lovely in the eyes of men. 
From thenceforw:ml no person can dare to meddle with her who has. 
become tile wife of another; and this. rule is IIcvt'r IIlfringed.tsOJ These 
idolatrous people art> treacherous and cruel, and holdmg it no crime or 
turpitude to rob, are the greatest thieves in the world 1:104 They subsist 
by the chase and by fowling, as well as upon the fruits of the earth. 

Here are found ..... nirnah that produce the musk, and such is the 
quantity, tbat the !iCent of it is diffused over the whole country. OncE' 
in every month the :.ccretion takes place, and it forms itself ~\s ha .. alread, 
been said, into a sort of impostllumc or boil full of blood, near the navel I 
and the blood thu~ issuing. in con.,equence of excessive repletion, be. 
comes the mu"k. w.. Throughout every part of this region the animal 
abounds, and the odour gcmeraHyprevails. They are called gudderi in the 
language of the natives,1I06 and are taken with dog'" These people use 
no coined money, nor even the paper.money of the Grand "},an, but for 
their currency employ coral.eo1 Their dress is homely, being of leather, 

undressed skins, ~r,~ C1J' They have a language peculiar to the pro
vince of Thebelh, !#t,ic de .. on Manji. This was for~ country 
?f so much ~~portance as to be divi~ed into eight king~ , . . ~ntain. 
mg many cIties and castles, It4 nvers, lakes, and moun vre nu
merous. In the rivers ill found gold.dust in very large quantities.BOY 

Not only is the coral, bef~tioned, used for money, but the women 
also wear it about their n~ 1fith it ornament theirjdols.61f~ There 
.re manufactures of camlet """, . of gold cloth, and many drugs .~ 

produced 
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produced, '" the country .. t h ..... not bfen brought to ours. Theae 
people afC necromancc~".nd by t., in~ art, perform the most 
extraordinary and delusive eatf!Kments thabfWere ever seen or heard 
of. They cause tempests to arise, accompanied With Rashes oflightniDg 
.apd tliunderuolts, and produce many otbCl mitacu.lous eficcta.B11 Tbey 
ure altogether an ill.condittonea race. They have dogs of the size 
of a&&e&,812 strong enough to hunt all sorts of wild beasta, partie"Jy 
-the wild o~n. which an! c:l1led /Je.vamini,813 and are extremely large 
and ficlce. Some of the best laner f.llcons ale bled here, and also 
sakcrs, very swift of fl:lg\lt, and the natives have good Spot t with 
tbem. Ti llS province of Thebcth 1<; subject to the Grand khan, as 
wen a" all the other kingdom ., and provlUces th.1t have been mC'utioned. 
Next to this is t&e province of Kaindu. 

NOTI;5 

79:;. The name of Thebeth, 'flubct, or Tibet III 80llu·tllnOfi confined to tbat 
countr), on the northerR ~id(" ef the Jl l/Ilalll.lja mounlluo8, wluch u. uuder the 
immediate govf'rnment of lbe Dilim lama and Pdl1clMtlt-ma, oDd lIometuneg }II 

madE" to emhrace tlH" "holo of Wh'll I., olherwldC c'llIed h gut, .. eludipg tbc 
nation!> bordf'llng on the pmvIIIC("t oj .~d'rint BIIlI ~1INt-J' , "hom the: Chi~ 
"rm th(' !'o':fim or Tufan. it appeo1'" to be of 1111 & ca<;lern l1art , comlUencing at 
'lout fiq' dol)'I Jnurnt') from till' cily o f (hllfg-lu, th,lt O UI author proceeds to 
.. peak. I( Nlillolb TdJet.uw;;: .Il' C()lIIl' re/ll. '-011-> cc lIom" 80)1> th!' h. !> torian of 

the Hun!! u touo;; It'A peuplell qUi "onl ~.Iue" a "occu.lCl11 dCIi prov lllceil de Chen~si 

" et de S'le tch~u.et qUI ,,'(Henden! vt'n. l 'Oc..('ldcllt JU"<tu 'uux ~urce!> de 1'.ladue. 
II De pa)1I portE" en general le nom de TouHIII, mal l> ICIi dilferf." ntes bnmcbCfl des 

" natiOn'! qui y scnt repanftuell ant multlphc It's aOIll~ , e t choque ("I\olon a lesien 

" parhculler." " Royoume d('s l'ou-jafl: Ce rO)llu~UC esl cc que nou .. dppcllollS 
" pree.sement Je Tibet, ou)e llOUlo.n, que l'on dlo;;ting ue eo grand et pellt Tabet. 
IC C'ellt un pa)'" plein de montagnes, ou peu de voy~f'B ~Iletre." T. I, p. 
US-16S. 

796. ~;"'.Wfikh ("nded in the destruction of the TU1tJ11, is thus uncireum

.tanti.))y Jri'entloned In I'Hist. gt'nomlp de Ja ChiDe: " OulcDn/f./lQl,m ( the gene ... 1 
U of Mmlp, or morl' immediately or Kublai, his he utenant ) aprcs l'ent~re 

" ridnetion du royaume de Tali (Yf~), .afaire !lUX Tou/an qui l.'occu. 

" })trent plus Jong-tempe qu'H P'.uro;t 0nI. Le XoujoH, pay gratl, fedile en 
" grwus 

116 
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" grains et peuple de etojt dcfep.,du par une 
II milicc c:lcollente, hien Lorsque Oulean,' 
" ho/tII attaquil CC't peupl~ long-temps Ie!! otforh de s 
" Mongous, qu'il, battirent mcme ei rencontre~ ('t auxquch. illl ne se 
" ;'oumirrnt que lOr<lqu'ils I!e vircnt . " Ce gencrnl, partant du pays des 

n TOlljim, bournit Ie!; Pnmans, leI; KOlll'm(1n, (>t d'autre<! hordes de 
H teS quartiers." T. ix, p.2.J9-iU2." (Mangou.khtm) nomina e~cor. Ie 
" g6neral HoWai pour aller sOlUQetire ie Tibet. Tout ce pllys rut di:801e, IIeII 

" ville:. ct seg chateaux rase..... De Guigne~. ltist. gen. des, ij:uns. ,liv. :l\', 

p. 123. 

797. The \ cry loud cxplo<;ion of burning b<lmbbos is well known to tho<,c who 
ha,,'c 14itllC",><;('d the confingldUon of a viUttge or a bazar, in ~otlntrjcs where the 
huildingq urI' of thllt mauriai. What rqot! resembles it is the ilTegulnr but in
cesqallt firing of armq of all descriptions, during II night of public .c't'joicing ill 

England. 

70S. It may be remarl..t!d that the places mentioned by OUl' author, all the reqort 
of travelling merchant!!, are dt"Scril>ed as the 8ccne~ of mercenary proqhtution, 
either of wives or daughterq, which the natives affect to j u!>tify or excuse, upon 
fiome imaginary priDQj,ple, attributing the practice to UIl} but thf' real motive; 
tbat of extracting r~e wealthy trad('rs aq I,lrge II contribution II!! pOl:Isible, 
See Note SS9_ P. &brtini, speaking of the provmce of Jim-nUll, wilich adjoin" 
~that of Tibet, say .. of it'l inhabItants: H IJer~onn(' ll'epou~OIt de title parmi 
c; cux, qu 'un autrl' n'eu8t l'1I prl'miCrl'mcllt sa compagnie: co /iout lea paroles.w 
ct nostre auteur Chinols," P. WG. 

799. This is the fitllt in'Jtunce in the course of the work of the employment of 
the word" caravan," taken from the Persing I,;)~j karwdn, and adopted into mo~t 
Europellil hmguages. The Arabic term, which we lI1ight have tbought more 
likely to have heen introduced by the CrusadetflJ is.u...\i k4JU(JII.. 

BOO. Such is the depravity of human nature, that not only the moral but the 
instinctive prjncj~yAubducd by the thirllt of gain or the cravings of appe~ 
tite. In hil'l jouMiy thrnWt'ooch Bahor, on the road to Tibet, 'l\I.roer observes 
that" nothing is more common than to sec a Ulother dress up b ..... and bring 
" it to market, with no other hope, 110 other vieW' thaD to enha~~ .price bhe 

4' may procure for it." Embeuy to Tibet, p. 11. 

801. Tbe object of thi. ~"Jh complaisance, however disguilled by religioWl 
pretences, is auiliciently.PlJU'ftt Jiom this part of the ceremony, 

802.11 
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802. It ...,. perhap;; he odf uuthOl't'y lncrming that the influence of superior 
charms had the ~l1ect of drawIng ~~~al ~.,ta Nom !otlle same lover; but the 
passage w01'IJd lead UII ralhN to ~!ide tbat their variety wag the produce of 
liucccseivc connexioll!;. In the Latin text thE' plurality is dibtinetly asserted. 

803. " Very precise c!lastity before 1U8rriagc" I>uys Turnt'r, " i f; not expected in 

" tbe fair sex, though when the} have ollce formed II contract, they arr by DO 

" meaq8 p<' rmittE'd, with impunit), to bren k il." p. :J!j.~. " Quisquj " alienum 
• d· • . " thorum Ire avera!. •• cum pumam lIub'n- ('o~itu r quam maritLiIi adultcrw sta. 

'" tudtit, Al mulier tanquam infami~ domu c). pelhtur." Alphab. Tibctllnum, 
p. 459. 

804. Thi'l thie ... iblt character may hnvc bciongl'd to lhe Si:fIlH who bor.der on thf' 

Chine"e provincCI'1 (aA it 1m!! lwlonged to 1ll0 ~ 1 horc!crer<;) , hut travellers describe 
the manncr8'of the 'pf'ople of l'ibct.proper a~ pnrticu larly ingl'nuou .. and hone&t . 

SO.i. For fln D("count ofthj" animal see Notee 439 and 410. With respect to the 
Ionpposed lunar infiuen('(' 0 11 the secretion of nllhl., Strahlenbcrg inform!; U'I that 
it i,. not nt aU limps of the sa me strt·ngth , hilt " i,. ",,~t ill ."u mmer, in the rutting 
u time, unJ at tht" full of thc moon." P.310. 

806. The word gudfieri, 01' any other npproarllillg to it: te not to be found in 
the \ocabu!lIric<; we have of the lallguage~ of 'J"lrta ry. In the northern parts, 

according to liell , tile animal is mImed kfl/Jrrdn, or l.:abartlYIl according to Strnh
~bcrg; urHI Kirl. patrick , ill his uccount of Nf>pau l name~ it ~(l!loorn. It i/ii not 

iodet'd imp'robahh' that gudd(ri or gaddcr i (a~ it ib "rilten in the Latin text) may 
be n corruption of the Per'\ian word k(l~"'l' j, ,\ hlch i'\ til(' common t('rm for the drug 
in every part of the eu .. t, IUld would be used by the Mahomet.11I merdmnt" even on 

the borders of C hina. i\ !'. trikl1lg in!,t;IIIC(' 01 the lleg-rel' to which word~ may be 
disfigured in tmnscription prescltlf; il <;('lf ill the IInnll' of the counlry that forms 
the ti ubj('cI of thiM Chapt£-'r, \\ hich, in the carl) Italian cpitome~, i ~ (,lIeLe( at the 
commencement, although toward.UlC conclusion of the cbuptel' it ib correctly 

printed 7'rbdfl. 

801. It m_hl!t appenr Jikdy tlHl,t the valuable i'l'ft' coral, producl'd in the 
MediterTan~lbould ha,c been carried to the borders of China in sufficient 

quantity to~ 'there mad(· usc of a~ currency; .lIor is it a suh'llance ~o readily 
divil!lible as to be convenient for thl' purpo<oe; but of its general usc ill the way of 

ornament QUlplc proof is furnished by Tavernier, wbo says, at the conclusion of 
his remarks on this article: U Pour re"eoir au corail"et en tinir Ie discoun, il faut 

" ajuu.ter que lout Ie menu peuple s'en pare et !I'en sert d'ornement au eol et au 
:3 11 " bra!:! 
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BOOK II. "mull dan;; foute l 'Asie, et priucipalement vcrst; nord sur le~ tefft!! du Grand 
U Mogol, ct. a u dessils dansles roontagnee • •.. tirant au I'oyamur d' A~en (AI.~tm1) 

CHAP. . -~ 
XXXVII. "('t dE" Bout8n," Voyage dell lodell, t. ii, ,p..i I8t , I~OIO. H it> remarkable tbat to 

Nolti. the prescnt day the people of Tihet have DO coinage oftb('ir OWII, but are supplied 
with a curr~'ncy by their neighbours of Nepal. 

808. In the Alphabctum 'fiht"tanum ofGE'orgi we find an enumeration of these 
kingdoms, a~ they are termed, under the head of, " Hegna omnia cf provincilE 
" ditionis Tibctnnll'," p. 417; where their number, as far ue; can bf> ascertained 
from the confused nature of the work, appear~ to be t('n jllHtt-'Il(1 of eight . U La 
" gaul--ornament I'rt~s('nt 01:''1 Si:fan 011 7'o"-jon" say 011 lIaldc " elit bien diffc
" rent de ec (III'il cluil uutrcfoi!> ... Allcicnnemcnt leur royaume Cloit fort (lcuplC : 

" cgalcment bien rortific ot trc~-Jluillsallt." T. i, p.4:2. 

809. Several of tht' streamll which take tllf'ir rille in tht' eastt'rn part .. of' Tibet, 

and by tbcir Jutu,liun~ form the glCd( rivers of Ctuml, YII,ld much gold, which i ... 
conected from thpi.· heds in grain~ or small lumps, Thili is principally r('marked 
of the Kin.sha.kitJng. II D(' tant dl" rivi{\res qu'oll voit sur la carte" fouyS I)u 

Halde, "on ne peut dir(' queUes !Wilt celles qui fournis~ent tout 1'01' qui !;c trans
" porte it III Cbilll" •.• 1I1'aut qu'on ell trollVl' dall~ Ie ... ~able!> Je VIIl .. iCllt ... de ces 

" rivicres: il est c.in (Ille III. grandc l'ivicre Kill-dw·kiang qui cntre dans lu 
" province d' ¥un-mzao, en dmrie 'waucoup dam 'ion sabh', CUI' ,>on 110m ~iglljJi{·, 

" fteuv(' it. sable d'or." T. iv, p.470. « Le~ T ou:fim, lIppdh; .. N(/1/-mo, Ollt uno 

" rivicrc qui porte Ie nom de L,1j-llieou, dans laquelle il se trouve bcallc(lup d'or." 
Mem. cone. lea Chinois, t. :xi\', p. 18.'3. 

The term here translated "gold-dust," which both in Ranmsio and in the 
epitome~ is "oro di paiola, in the B. M. and Berlin manuscript.., pOf{lola, in (he 
older L'l.tin edition, pogoll), and omitted altogether in that of Ha ... le, is in the 
V O('abolario df'lla Crusca written pagUvola (as it would seem, from til(' Lotiu 

paroula) a nd defined to he " minutisaima parte d'oro." 

810. In describing the mannerll of a certain peol)ie in th(' A va or Rirmnh cOlln~ 
try, Dr. F. Buchanan observe!! that" some 0{ th(' women wor(' rich blrings of 
coral round their neck8.""mes'8 Embassy, p. 465. 

811. See Book J. Chap. lvi. where the character of sorcerer. is particularly 
attributed to the natives of Tcbdh and Kasmir. This consistency in the (IH1'crent 

part .. oC the work, with respect to the llame fact, is deserving of notice. Sl'e also 
Note 47£,. 

81~. Tb" 
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812. This may appear to be an exaggeration, but other travellorv de~rilX' the 
dogs or Tibet 86 or all ullcommon lIize. "On tbe l~ft " lUlys T"ner If wall a 
II row of wooden cogell, containing Il number of huge dogs, tremendoUBly 6erco, 
c, strollg, 811d 1I0i!» . They were nativeb or Tibet ; and ,,'bether savage hy 
II nature, or soured by confinement, they were so impetuously furiuus, that it was 
H UIIS-1ft' , unl~s the keepers were ncar, even to approach their dc~." And in 
a notlle,· place: It The installt I enten·d the gate, to my astonishment, up started 
" a huge dog, big ellough, if hi li courage had been ~luaJ to his size, to fight n 
" lioll." Embait'iY to Tibet, p. 155-215. Under this t'ilnction our author must 
IItand c.\.cu!ted of b) perbole; o. lthough some olher accou nts do 1I0t convey an idea 
of the lialnl' ma~nitude. H Oue of them " ~ays Capl . Haper " was a. remarkabl y 
'" fill e animal, u .. large as 1\ good-lI i7.f'fl '!\,/f'wfilllOllland dog, with very long hui, 
c. and II. head reil'lIIbi,ug a mn ",titl" II. lIi .. tuil wa~ nf an an11lzillg length, like the 
" IlI'u;;h of a fox , and curled haIr way over hib haCk. Il l' wall how('\'cr 80 fierce, 
" that he would nllow no stranger to approach him." A ~ ia t. Hes. Vol. xi, p.629. 
Thi .. descri ption might !wr\'e 3S the portrait of a fine NrwioundlQnd dog in my 
pO'l"('"sioll, who stand .. two ft>et tJlr~ illChNi at the ~houlder, is four feet in girt 
at the chl'!t t, Ulld m(>a!tur~ lIi x ft.ocl from the lI0!0e to the extremity of tbe taiJ . 
Hi", colour i .. white ma l'i,(>u with brown , the hair long ami curling. In dis(lO '>i tion, 
11I1W(' \'('I', 11(' i .. tht· contra~t or the l'ibl' l breed, being ~ rcumrkahlc 1'01' tJw 
gentlelU'''' '' antl .,oc i,l hi lity of hi '! habits, all he i" fur hi~ lI ize and beauty. 

8 13. For all m'cotlnt of this animal, till' 00, grwmirm, liec Book I. Chap. Ii. 
und Noh' 4 :3Ij. or the word iHoynmini (which t\O('h IIOt occur either in the Latin 
or the h .. dmn f'pit{lUles) J call lli .. COH·r 110 traCt'. II mlly be 1\ corruption of 
hmhm;,,;. The> aninta) is said to be called .FJllk III Tartary, r/towri in Tibet, and 
surugdi ill H illdustan . 

CHAPTER XXXVlIl. 

Of the prm';nce Qj' Kain-tIfL 

KAIN-DU is a western province which was formerly subject to its own 
princes. but since it has been brought under the dominion of tile Grand 
kha", it is ruled by the governors whom he appoints. 'Ve are not to 
understand, however. that it is situated in the western part (of Asia), 
but vnly that it lies westward with respect to our course from the north .. 

3 H 2 eastern 

419 

BOOK II. 

CH AP. 
>'X:-.V II. 

CHAI'. 
XX.XVIII. 



BOOK 11. 

CHAI'. 
"XXVIII . 

TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

eastern quarter. Its inhabitants are idolaters. It contains many cities 
and castle~ and the capital city, standing at the commencement of 
the province, is likewise named Kain·du:IlH Near to it there is a large 
lake of sotlt water, in which nrc [ouml abundancc of pearls, of a white 
colour, but 1IOt. round.au So great indeed is the quantity, that if his 
majesty permitted every individual to search for them, their value would 
become trifling; but the fishery is prohiuited to all who do not obtain 
his licence. A mountain in the neighbourhood yields the turquoise 
"tone, the mines of which c .. tlmot ue worked without tile same per. 
mission. 

The inh;J.uitallts of this district are in the shameful and odious habit 
of' consiett'ring it llO mark of disgrace, that those who travel through 
the country shoulrl ha ve conllCXlOn with thcir wi\'c'l, daughters, or 
sisters; but, on the contrJ.ry, when strangers arri,-c, ('neh householder 
endeavours to conduct one of them iwnll' with him, <lnd committing 
all the females of' the family to hi s charge, leans him in the situation 
of master of the house, :uhl taltcs his departure. The women imme
diately plaee a signal ovcr the door, which is not reulO\-cd until the 
guest proceeds 011 his journcy ; when tbe husband is at liberty to return. 
This they do in houour of their idols, bclievi llg that by ~uch acts of 
kindness ::md hospitality to trave ller:-, a blessi ng is obtained, and that 
they shall be rewarded with a plentiful supply of the fi-uits of the earth. Bi G 

The mOIiCY or currency they ma.ke use of is thus prepared. 'rla' jl' 
gold is formed into small rods, and (being cut into certain Jength!.) passes 
accoruing to its weight, without any stamp,i!17 This is their greater 
money: the smaller is of the following description. In this country 
thel'e are satt.springs, froln which they manufacture salt by boiling it 
in small pans.~HI When the water has boiled for !til hour, it becomes 
a kind of paste, which is formed into cakes of the value of two pence 
each. These, which are fiat un the lower, and convex on the upper 
side, are placed upon hot tiles, near a fire, in order to dry and harden. 
On this latter species of money the stamp of his majesty is impressed, 
and it cannot be prepared by any other than his own officcrs.Bl 9 Eighty 
of the cakes are made to pass for a. $acgio of gold/l20 But when these 

are 
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are carried by the tnulcrs amongst the inhabitants of the mountains 
Ilnd other pal'ts liltle frequented, they obtain a sag~io of' goW for sixty. 
fif ty. or even forty of' the salt~cakes. ill proportion as they find the 
uativcs less civili7.('Ii, further removed from the towns, and more ac~ 
customed to l emain on the ~amc ~pot; ill:l'llllnch as people so circlttn~ 
stanceu calloot al ways have a \'Clltl for their gold, musk, and other 
commoJities. Anti yet even at thi" rail', it :In''wers well to them, who 
collect the gold-dust from the beds or the rivers, .IS has bem. mention
ed.H'l 1 The same merchants t ravel in like mar Iller through the moun· 
tainous and other p!l.rts of t he province or T chcth, last spoken of~ wherc 
the money of salt h:~'i equal currency. Their profi~ are considel'aLlc, 
because these country people COIl 'i llllH;: the ~a lt with their fooLl, and 
regarJ it :l'i an illdi '!penslIhl c necessary; wilcrc:l'i ti ll.! inllahi ta nts of the 
cities II 'iC for the same purpose oll ly the b rokcn fragments of the cakes ; 
putting the whole l'akes into ci rculation a~ mOllcy, H ere also the ani. 
mals which yidd the lIIusk arc taken in great numbers, and the article 
is proportionahly abundnnt.I<zz :\oJally fi"h, of gOOlI kind ~, arc caught 
in the lake. I It the coulltry arc luulHl t iger;;;, hears, deer, sta~s, anel 
antelopc~. Th l'I'C lm.! lHllllel'OUS bird..; al<;(), of various ~orts. The wine 
is not made from g rapl!!l, but t;'om wheat and rice, with a mixturc of 
spices; which j :; all excellent bc\·cragc/·~J 

Tllis province likewise produn's c1 o\'cs, The tree is small, the 
branches and leaves resemble tho~c of the 1a1ll'c1, iJut are somewhat 

longer and narrower. Its flowcrs are white and small , as arc the cloves 
themselvcs, bllt as they rillen they become dark coloured. Ginger 
grows there :nul also cassia in abundance, besides many other drugs, 
of which no quantity is ever brought to Europc,1I21 Upon I c,l'iin~ the 
city of Kain.r/u the journey is fifteen day,; to the opposite boundary of' 
the province ; in the course or wh ich you meet with respectable habi
tations, many fo rtified po~ts, and also places adaptcd to hUllting and 
fowling. The inhabital1 t~ follow the customs and mutlllen; that have 
already been described. At the cnd or these fiftec n days you come to 
the great 1'iver Brius which bounds the province. ami in which are 
found large quantities of gold.dust.1I2:i It discharges itself into the 
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ocean. We shall now leave this river, as nothing further that is wor
thy of o","rv,tion presents itself, and shall proceed to .peak of the 
province of Karaian. 

NOTES. 

814. The city that iu point of situation and other circumstancc,g nppearli to 
1U18wer beet to this description of Kain-du, is Yrmg-,ting-lu, which ~tand!l on thf' 
western side of the la.umg·kiWlg, in about llititude 28~; although frolll Rome reseRl
blance of 80nnd, we might rather liuppolle it to be Li-kirmg-iu, a ci~ at 110 great 
distance from the former, but standing on the wet.tern !!idc of the Kin-s/mokiollg, 

above its junction with the former river. "C'ost it l'edr(lmitt· (Mcptt'lltrionalr) 
u de la province" F.Ilys Du Halde, speaking of Yun-naJl "qu'est bftlie ('oHe vill(' 
If (de Yung'nmg-tu:fu): clIe touch~ presque nux terres cll'!I/rzmar. ,\ ~on orient 
" cUe a un beau lac." T. i, p. 252. It may be objected that th('''I' towns lire 
situated to the eastward, not to the westward of Tibet; but our author only says 
that Kuin-du lay next to Tibet, and Yung-njn~u lying bouth of Sifrm, is in the 
general soutb·weRtern line of all the places already mentioned, us w~1I us of 
tho&e which immediately foHow. When our author speaks of Tihet, it is evident 
that he docs not mean the wt'atcrn part of that cxtell"ive region of which LhaSll 

i!O the capital, but the ('ountry or the Si:fan, bordering 011 .... e-chu(l/ alld Yllll·l1an. 

" Au nonl·ouefi t ,. says 1'. Martini, Hpeuking of tlte latter pr01·jncc " les roJ'· 
" aumes que les Chilloi!4 appd\cut gCllcrulcment Sijhn, que jc ero) ('stre 1(' 
" royaume de Tibet, confin('ut it ceUe province." P. 19-4:. 

815. 1 do not find it elsewhere asserted that tht· lake Rellr }:'un,:,"illg-lu );('Id" 
pearls, but they arc enumerated by Martiui amongst the vlllunble vrodLlcliOIl~ or 
that part of Chiua: "On tire elleore de eette province del; rubili, de .. saphil'!I, dC1, 
" agathes ... avec plulieurs pierres precicuses, et dell perll"8." P. 194. The fillhery 
of pear) .. in a river of eastern Tartary is noticed by many writers. 

816. On the subject or licentioull hospitality, ICC Notea S39 and 798. 

817. This substitute for coin rescmhles the Im'in of the Gulf of Pertia, but with 
the difference, that the lattc>r bears an imperfect IItamp. In those districts of 
Sumatra where gold.dust is procured, commoditi.es of all kinds, even so low 
as tbe ,...lue of a single grain, are purchased witb it. The (orming the metal 
into rods, and cutting oft' piecee aa they are ..... oted for currency, may 00 coa .. 
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tiide~ alone ltep towards a coinage. The Chinese of Canton cut the Spinillb 
dollar 10 the SIlme maDner, to make up their fractional paymcnta. 

818. P. Martini, in describing the town of rno-gan, in th(' same province, says: 
" Pr~s de la ville il y It un p"illl d'cf\u !lah~('; on en puiso pOllr faire du lIel, qui 
U etlt Ires-blanc, doni on Ie !lert dans tout Ie pays, cls'appelJe P~!le".cing, c'esl
" it-dire Ie (mit!! du lIel blanc." P. 2Q4.. The name of Pe-ym-cing, appe81"'1 
in DII Haldc'lI map of YUlH'aan. 

819. II ii!i by no mC'ans an uncommon practice to employ the Rtaplc commodity 
of a country, instead of specie, Wi the medium of valuation for all other articles. 
Cakes of gum·hcul':oin are used for this purpOl!C in the Jlari olf Sumalra where 
the drug is produr.cd; and in Eul-tland, it is wl'lI known tbat lIubsidics and bene
volence .. granted to the crown, were, directly or indirectly, paid in paclo! of wool. 

820. The tagg;Q of Veuice WI1S the sixth part of an oUllce, and consequently 
thc cake of salt was in vallie the four hundred lind cightie lll part of all ounce of 
gold, which. at the price of four pounds sterling, i~ exactly t\t'"o pence for the 
value of cach cul..f': a coincidence that could hurelly have heell c~pe('.ted. Its 
p rcci!\ion, however, must depend ou a cOIIII'''ri~oll between the English pento 
and Venetian demrri of thal day. 

821. This we mUlit allow to bf' fair and nalural reasoning, and to bear strong 
internal evidence of gellu; ne obscl"Vation. 

~22. ThE" w~tern parts of China nod eastl'rn of Tibet, or the country of the 
Si-/all, nrc those in "hieh thl' best mUdk is fouud. Marlini, in big Atlas Sinensis, 
IIpcaks of it Ill> tile production of various plncl's in tim"'ll(1ll. See Notes 439, 
440, 1:105, amI 806. 

823. Hellpecting the ml!nufacture of what is termed Chine80 winc, lice Note 709. 

82~. This appelln to be the most unqualified error that hall hitherto occurred 
in the COUrlf' of the work, R!I clOVCll (garojali) and cR8!tia or cinnamon (candta), 
certainly do not grow in Ihat part of the world, nor nlly where beyond the 
tropics. l'be only manner in which it is pOlHlible to account for an a&fIerUon 
80 contrllry 10 fact, is by supposing that Il detached memorandunl of what our 
author had. oUscfYt'd in III{' IIIpict- idands (whicb there is great prohahility of his 
having visited whillit in the service of the emperor) hos been introduced in a 
detCription where it is entirely irrelevant. An instance of the same nnd o( 
cooflllfCd insertion (on thfl ,ubject of cannibalism) haa already befm pointed Out 
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in Note 474. l'(njor ltenn(t} informs me tbat he has traced the like kind of 
trau!'Iposi lion in the Anauas;s, allhough Kenopkon hiwself is understood to hav~ 
nrnmged it. 

825. How('ver unlike II. Chinese or Tartar word, all the editions lIg-rec in the 
orthography of the' IIl1me of Brius given to this river, which scems to be intended 
for the Kin-slw.hfU/g 01' " river with the golden I\alld~." But if 011 the other 
hand, Li·/.-iallg-lu, which i~ situatt..od on its south-western ~ide, should be conllidered 
as the K fl ill..uu of the text, it will follow that the Brills if. either the Lan-tsan-kiang 
or tbe NII-killng, prc-sumed to be the JraboUy of the kingdum of A va. " The 
" river NotJ·kitm," Rnys Major n Clmell, . , little, if at .,11 inlerior to the Ganges, 
" runs to the SOUUI, througll IllIIt angle of Iunan which upproachcs ncarcst to 
" Bengal." Memoir, ed.3, p.295. 

, 
CH A I'TER XXXIX. 

Of the gt-eat 1:>rotirlce qf Karaiml, and qf Yaclti its principal city. 

HAVING passed the river abovementioned, you cntcr the province of 
Karaian, which is of such extcnt as to be divided into scven govern
ments/12G It is situated towards the west; the inhabitants arc idolaters; 
and it is subject to the dominion of the Grand khan, who has constitu. 
ted as its king, his son named Ccn-Temur, 3. rich, magni6cent, and 
powerful prince, endowed with consummate wisdom and virtue, and by 
whom the kingdom is ruled with great justice.1I27 In travelling from 
this river five days journey, in a westerly direction, you pass throu"gh a 
country fully inhabited, and see many castles_ The inhabitants live 
upon flesh meat and upon the fruits of the earth. Their language is 
peculiar to themselve~ and is difficult to be acquired.828 The be8t 
horses are bred in this province.8Z9 At the end of these five days you 
arrive at its capital dty, which is named Yachi, and is large and 
noble.83o In it are found merchants and artisans. with a mixed popu~ 
lation, consisting of (the native) idolaters, Nestorian Chriftians, and 
ilracens or Mahometans;, ~l but the first is the most numerous class. 

The 
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The land is fertile in rice and wheat. The people, however, do not BOOK II. 
use wheaten bread, which they esteem unwholesome, but eat rice; and CHA;:;;XIX. 

of the other grain, with the addition of spices, they ma.ke wine, which 
is clear, light-coloured, amI most pleasant to the tnClte. 832 For money 
they employ the white porcelain shell, found in the sea, and these they 
also wear as ornaments about their necks.1:I3J Eighty of the shells are 
equal in value to a saggio of silver or two Venetian groats, and eight saggi 
of good silver. to one of pure gold.1!34 In this country also there are 
salt-springs, from which all the salt u~d by the inhabitants is procured.1m 

The duty levied on this salt produces a large revenue to the king.S36 

The natives do not con~idcr it as an injury done to them. when ocllers 
have connexion wilh thei r wive!>, provided the act be voluntary on the 
woman's pal'l.~:17 Here there i!> a lake nearly an hundred miles in 
circuit, in which great quantities of various kinds of fish are caught; 
some of them being of a large size,fi38 The people are accustomed to 
eat the undressed flesh of fowls, sheep, oxen, and buffaloes; but cured 
in the foHowing manner.lI3!1 They cul the meaL into very small particles. 
and then put it into a pickle of saIt, with the addition of several of 
their !'piCC5. It is thml prepared for persons of the higher class, but the 
poorer sort only steep it, after mincing, ill a sauce of garlic, and then 
eat it as if it were dressed. 

NOTES. 

826. Karaian is generally ulldcr .. tood to be the provinec of Yun.-tlall, or rather 
it91l0rth,w('sterll part, which is oounded, in great IUP8l1urc, by the Kin-s/u,..kiang. 
u Ce qu'il appelle Coray'''' " says P. Gaubil, speakiug of our author" est Ie 
II l im.nan." P. 201. " 1111 lIoum irent d'abord" Sn)9 De Guignell" un pays que 
" Marc Paul appelle Carainm, et qui fnit partie de Y,m-ntJIJ.'· Livre xvi, p. 11fl. 
1n tbe " Account of an Cmblltillyto Ava" we find mentioll made of a race of 
people, whose name correllpolids with that of Koraian and who may have been 
prj,onen of war brought from the neighbouring country of Yun-nan, with which 
tbe people of A3a were oneo in hostility, and distributed in tile laHer as coloniS18. 
" He told me " says Colouel Symes, speaking or a respcetable Italian miniorl
aty " of a eingular description of people called Caray,.,." or CariCJ1len, that 
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CHAPJOIXlx. "" d " (-" " Tb 1'." ll"'. " e1)¥:rtalRlDi 1'u C l)O~IO¥jJ 0 o,q,.o$'lon. "'t f!:¥ e ....... q~ a p~ 1If'" a.Q", .'If. 
I'fIJ*. "tbe Qlost i,ndustriom subjects of the state ... AgriQUJtuf(" the care of C4ttle, 

" and J't"aring poultry, is almost theil; 01)1y occupation. A great part of tb~ 
" provi~ionll used in the country is raised by the CariWler$ and tbey particularly 
" excel iu gardening .... p;. 207-461. By Dr. F. Buchanan the name is "ritten 
~,.; and be. speake alao. oC \be. Ko-kill,Yn, '" a witd poople on the frontic" of 
II QhWI." Ar.!tiat. 8M.. V ~l. vi, p. 2@8. 

8i7. Thje pril)CC is uu,,l)Jcd iD t..~ n. M. aJ;I,l Berli,n M;anu,scripts, G~mM'fi, 
in the Basle edition, Esm-lumtr, and in the Italian epitomes, Henun-l~:mur. In 
the Tables C"hronologiqucs of Dc Ouigoell he is llimpl) called 7'i.moUJ·""an i but 
one of his succe!t8ors (0 nephew) appears in the same Jist by the name of YcS'On· 
'inlow, whicb whether more or leS8 correct in its orthogruphy than allY of the 
precedilltf, W eludlilutly int.oded fen i.ho Sllnte apvcJlatiOll. He wa.., however, 
th. FiWdso~. ~ f~ sq, of lIublai, ."iom he.&W:cceded. in tOWIeqUefl08 of toile 
pre~tun~ d,fl~h of bis ~t~r Cl)ipgis. For the circumbtnnCC& oC lhis prince's 
¥cessioD, .vee N ole 5,.33. "L,II droitur~, la c1em.eo,ee. et la ldwralite de cc prirn:e, 
H D;lireot plus que IoCS srroee", tOQtE'S ces prO\'i.lCeB a couvert, •• LeI! Boins 
n cxtraordinBires qu'il It pris pour spulagcr Ie pcu(?le, I'ont fait regarder par 
" les Cbinois comroe un prince accompli." LlV. x\i, p. 195. 

1i98, Tbeir laufuage might probably partake of that of Ava or Pegu, Dnd 
would consequently be unintelligible both (0 lilt' Cbin~6 and to the people of 
Tibet. "KI'ng-tung est Js seule" say.!! P. Martini" cntre toutes los villes qui 
" sont dans C4"s bautes et larges montagncs (de YutHIan) qui soit liure. Ses habi~ 
U tans ant eatC lea derniers i\ recevoir lea sciences def! ChinoiA: plusieul'8 mesm(' 
" reliennent encore )a fa/(OD d'esaire du rtryaume de Mien (Ava), qui ne differC' 
" pas beaucoup de celle dont let Plarc:hands de Beogala ct des lndelo ont BCCOU8~ 
" tume de 118 8ft''t'{r.'' P. iOJ. 

8i9. " C. pay. H say. the lame writer" produit de tr~ bons chevaux, de 
" buee taiMe pour ta pluspart, mata forti et hardi,." P. 196. This i. probably 
the ~ breed a8 the Imtpn or tmll'yllIII boll'e' of Lower Trbet, camt"d from 
thence flN" .. le to HinduetM. The peop. of' Bttan informed M.ajor Rennell that 
tOe,. ~~ their IMY". tbirt:y~five day, j(\urney to tbe frontier. 

830. The preaent capital of, the province of Yu"."an is a city of tke same 
na.e; bul there appetn noon to conclude that although the KtJraiall of our 
,*,uthor be a part of that pro,ince, itt tit, of hci or :Va was not YUlfontln-fo !tut 

Tali-!u, 



Ttilf-.r-, 'flOW conrHJeted a8 the second in ;ank. fJ.'bu, H 'we ere intbrmed bJ P. BOOK 11. 
Martini, Willi named Yt'oChu by the prince who foutldM It, and Y«JoCIctu by 1\ sub- -
sequent dynR!ty j whilst the name 01 Tali wIn gi1en to it by one of the 'Yum or CHAP.XXXIX. 
family of Kublrii. Note •• 

sst. Ramusio's text !aYs Saracen'! and Mabomctans; but thill is probabJy a 
typographical error, as no distinction of the kind is made in any preceding paR
.age . The former term lIeerns indeed to have been more ell~aUy applied, by the 
historians of the cn !Jade", to the flUbj('cts of the sultan!! of Egypt; but !iaraoem 
are spoken of by Ammianus Marcellinll"l in the fourth century, or more than two 
centuries before the time of Mahomet. See Note 87. I n the westem provinces 
of China the Mnhometans were numerou~ at thi~ period. 

832. Our outhor, who lleem"l to have been of n sociable disposition, brines no 
opportunity of prai"ing the gootl qualities of this liquor ; but modern tran!lm, 
from prejudice'! perhaps, do not "peak of it in such advantaa-cm.l8 terms. It is b. 

kind of beer rnther than of wine. 

833. These nre the well-known cowries ( Kllri) of Bengal, caned by OUl' 

naturalill(8 Cyprd'~ Mtmtttr, which in former timeR may lhave found their way, 
through the province of Silhrt, to the cOllnlrio!; hordering on China, ~nd 'Were 
probably current ill l im·nan before it<; mountaineer!; were brought under regular 
su~icctiou IImi incorporated with til(' empire ; which was a difficult and tedious 
measure of policy, chiefly effected by tran~rlanting colonie8 of Chincee fl'OUllhe 
interior. " In 1764" lIlly8 Major Rehncll " 1 wa<; told thnl Silhtt (an iofarld 
I( province to the north-cast of Bengal) produced cowries, and thnt they weredng 
"up. This, of course I disbelieved; but when 1 was there in )767 and 1768, I 
" found no other currency of any kind ill the country, and upon an occasion when 
" an increase in the revenue of tbe province was enforced, several boat'ioads 
" (not Jess Ihlln fifty Ion!! each) Were collected and 8ent down tbc BurrainpOdkl, 
" to Vacca. Their accumulation was probably the consequence of Silhd being, 
" at that period, the mOltt rerootC" di~trict in which they paRsed ('urrent, and from 
" whence they could not find a Wfly ollt, but by returning to Dctlgul." Might 
not the accumulation bEL'fe been the ('!feet of a change of 8y8tem. in tile ~ountriei; 

reduced to Clilbese flubjeetion, which not only checked the further exportatioB or 
cowrie., but c.abttd thlJllC already in circulation to be thrown back to the Bengal 
province, "here however depreciated, they i'etaineti sdmIJ vahle as currency? 
" Certains petits ooquillages" l\8y~ Du Hnldf' " appellc!! )lod a In Chine et coris 
u dab' Itt l'CJ1'lilrne -de Bi:!Dgale, ont servi pareillemcnt de petite monnoye. n en 
« falhtit&tlder -pllMieurs pObl' Egtl.ler 18 'valebr d'une denier. L ' ullage d'une 
" pareille mon.oye n'a p&ll Ilt/! de longue dur~p.." T. ii, p . 165. 

Si2 n 
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It is not uncommOfI (0 8dpp080 that this genus of (lhell~, called porcella"., de.

rives its appeUution from the variegated appearance of its polished coat, resem· 
bling the glazed t'llrthenwarc or porcelain of China i hut the carly usc of the 
word by our auth..,r renders it more likely that the 811e1\ I,avin~ already obtained 
the nBIDe of porcellana (a diminutive of porro), 011 account of the gibbous form 
of its back, the foreign ware WBIi lIubseqllcntly called porceillill, in Europe, from 
its possessing !iGmc of the mOllt beautiful qualities of the shell. Thi s at least is 
more plausible than tho French etymology of" pour cent annces," founded on tbe 
belief that the materials were matured under ground one hundred years. Sc(> 
,Iohnson's dictionary, at the word Porcelain, 

8M, According to this estimation, if the numbers be correct, tht' value of the 
cowries mUllt have been (,Ilormously increased hy tbeir carriage from Bengal to 
the frontiel1! of China, Their Il"crage price in th{' hazar of Calcutta iio lIaid to be 
about live thousand for a rupee, which TUny he cOl1sidered :UI equal to three sag;gi 
of lIilver; and if sold at eigbty for thl' saggio, the profit would !'U IIMKjUentl} bt' 
at the rate of five tholl';and for two hundr(>d nud forty, or lIIore than twenty for 
one. Perhaps th(>rcfore instead of eighty, W(> IIhould read ('ight hundred cowrie io 
to the saggio, which would still leav(' a profit of cent per r(' l1t. It mUbl be 
observed at the same time that the iruprovenll'lIts of .l!:uropl'an lIa\ iglltion in thc 
Indian seas may have reduced the vaiu(' of cowric~ ill thl' llclIgal market to 11 
tentb part of what it was in tbe thirteenth cenlury. 

835. " Jc vi., tirer du Rei par IIOS domestiquf's proche de 1I0S tente!.," &ayio p, 
Gerbillon, then on a journey in Chiuese Tartary ; " ils ne firent qu(' CI'cu&cr 
<I environ un pied en terre, ct ih, truuvcrcnt une espece de mille dl' bel." 
T. iv, p. 134. 

~ HElie paye" says P. Martini, speaking of the provillc(> of Yun-nall 

"56,965 pesees de scI, outre pluslcurli Butres impoots qui lie lCvent Rur Ics mar
" cbandises et 6ur Jes terres." P.195. 

887. "Cumme ceUe province" observes tbe same writer "eit proche des 
" Jodetl, aussi tient-elle quelque chose des mwurs et de 18 fa~on de vine del 
" gens de ce& paysla; on n'y observe poiDt cc qui se prntique presque dans toute 
" la Chine que les femmes demeurcllt rcnfcrmees dans la maiBon, SBns voir les 
" hommes, ct 8anll avoir aucune familiarite ny conversation avec eux." P. 195. 

838. " Toti ellt butie sur Ie bord occidental du lac S;ul . .. Ceul( de la Cbine 
II Juy donneDt Ie Dom de mer a cause de aa grandeur." (j La lac s'etendant fort .... 
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W en longueur, divertit lei hahitall8 par 80n bel aspect, 
" divel'llitli et abondllnee de ses poisllons." P. 191 ~ 198. 

comme al18fli par In BOOK J). 

839. It is said of tbe Si-Jan, tho neighhours of these people and resembling 
them ill mbncrs, " lis mangent la \ i ~'lJd(' prl'f'.qll e ('otiercroent erue, quand elle 
" est fraich<' , au qu 'cll(, est seehe.· nu boleH: il~ ne connoiS8cnt aueun de nos 
". " M ' I Ch' - . a D allSUl8onncmens. em. cone. ('5 1lI00S,t. XIV, p. ~8!i. (( uring the wioter '" 
says Turner " a practice ill adoplt>d in the neighbourhood of these ruountnillll .•• 
u thai of prC'pllring mcat and fi sh for "arriogc, hy the action of extreme cold ..• 
u 1 wall accustomed to cat heartily of the moat thus prepared, without any 
U further drcs9ing .... My Tibet fri('ud" , howc\cr, gt\\'c un uniform and dcciuc(1 
Jt preference to the undre88ed crudc mcal." P.301.2, 

CHAPTER XL. 

Of the prot';7U'(, 1/amed K nTn:'an. 

LHA I'.XXXIX. 

LItAVIN'G the city of Yachi, and travelling ten days in a westerly CHAP. XL. 

direction, you I'fmch the province of' Kal'ozll1l, which is also the name 
of its chief city.II'O The inhabitants are idolaters. The country be. 
longs to the dominion of the GrJ.nd khan, and the royal functions are 
exercised by his son, named Kogatill .lI11 Gold is found in the rivers, 
both ill small particles and in lumps ; and there are also veins of it in 
the mountains. In consequence of the large quantity obtainf'd. they 
give a saggio of gold for six saggi of silvcr.lWz They likewise use the 
before4'nentioned porcelain shell s in currency; which, however, me not 
found in this part of' the world, but are brought from India.'lIl 

H ere are seen huge serpcnts, ten paces in length, and ten spans in 
the girt of the body. At the fore_part, near the head they have two 
short legs, having three claws like those of a tiger, with eyes larger 
than a four.penny loaf (pane da qua/b'o dctJari) and very glaring. The 
jaws are wide enough to swallow a mall, the tceth arc large and sharp. 
and their whole appearance is so formidable, that neither man, nor any. 

kin~ 
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kind. of animal, CA.n 'approach them without lterror.84' Otltenl 'are met 
with of a smaller size, being eight, six, or fiVe plteell mng, and the 
following method is used for taking them. In the day time, by reason 
of tl1e great heat, they lurk in caverns, £i'om whence, at ~ht, they 
issue to seek their food, and whatever beast they meet with and can lay 
hold of, whether tiger, wolf, or any other, they devour; after which 
they drag themselves towards SOUle lake, spring of water, or rivet in 
order to drink. By their motion in this way along the shore, and their 
vast Weight, they make (\ deep impression, as if a heavy beam had been 
drawn along 'the sands. Those whose employment it is to hunt them, 
observe the track by which they are most frequently accustomed to go, 
and fix into the ground several pieces of wood, armed with sharp iron 
spikes, which they cover with the sand in such a manner as not to be 
perceptihlc. 'Vhen therefor£" th(' animals make their way l(}wards the 
pla.ces they usually haunt. they are wounded by these instruments, and 
speedily ki11et1.~5 The crows, as sOon as they perceive them to be 
dead. set up their scream; and this serves as a signal to the hunters, 
who advance to the spot, noo proceed to separntc the skin from the 
flesh. taking care immediately to secure the gall, which is most highly 
esteemed in medicrne. lI4fo In cases of the bite of a mad dog. a penny
weight of it, di'Ssolved in wine. is administered. Itlllfs also useful in 
acceleratittg parturition, when the )abottr pains of women have come 
on. A small quantity of it being applied to carlJllndes. pustules, or 
other eruptions 'on the body, they arc presently dispersed; and it is 
efficacious in many other complaints. The He,h also of th~ animal is 
lold at a. dear rate, being thought to have a higher flavoUl' than other 
kinds of meat, and by aU per80n~ it is eBteemed a delicacy.847 In this 
provin~e the horses are of a large siir...~L_a!ld whi.!:tt young, ar8lCamed 
forSiue to India. It -Is- the prOiCtice to deprive theinOf one joint of 

I
~il,in order to prevent them from lashing it from side to side, and 
tQ..OcC&8ion ita remaiemg pmdent ~ b.s the whisking it about. in riding, 
appears to them a vile habit-twa 'i1tese people ride with long stirrups, 
as the French do in Our part of the world; whereas the Tartars, IlDd 
almost all other people, wear them short, for the more conveniently 
using the bow; as they me in their stirrups above the horse, wilen 
jIey ,boot their &!ToW" They have complete armour or buftldo.1Mber. 

and 
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and OIU'I1Mncee., shields and cross~boW3.1U!J,. AM- their arrows are poison. 
ed. I was Bssured, as a certain fact, that mapy persons, and especially 
those who harbour bad designs, Illways carry I?oison It~Qu~ them" with 
the iutewon of swallowing it, in the event of their b4.:ing ~ppreQend.ed 
for any 6elinqllency, and exposed to the torture, that, rather than suffer 
it, they may effect their own Uestru.ctiou. But wei, rulers. who are 
•• are of this praotice, arc always proviJcu with the dung of dogs, 
which they oblige the accused to swallow immediately aftcl", as it Dcca. 
sians their vomiting up the poison,l!:!o and thus an antidote is ready 
against the arts of these wretches. Before the time of their becornini 
subject to the dominion of the Grand khan, these people were addicted 
to the following brutal custom, When any straoger of s.u.perior quality, 
who united personal beauty with distinguished valour, happened to. take 
up his abode at the hOllse of olle of them, he was murdered during the 
night; nol for the sake of his money, but in order t hat the spirit of the 
deceaqed. endowed with his accolllpli~hment<; and intelligence, might 
remain with the family. and that through the efficacy of such an acqui
sition, all their concerns might prosper. Accordiugly the individu,aJ. 
was accounted fortunate who possessed in this manner the soul of a.n.y 
noble personage; and many lost their lives ill consequence. But from 
the time of hislilfttajesty's beginning to rule the country, he has taken 
measures for suppressing the horrid practice. and from the effect of 
severe punishments that have been inflicted, it has ceased to exist.8$l 

NOTES. 

84:0~hi'J name of KQra~alt, which a Chinelle might be supposed to pronounce 
KD.Ia-shan, seems to be only another portion of tbe province of Yun·na,ll" 8S the 
plac:etl mentioned in the subsequent chapter unque~tionllbty are; but so imperfect 
ia our information respecting this part of tht> country, that the Rl('ans art! wanting 
by which its particular situation mi ... bt be asccrtHinf'd. It hhouJd be remarked 
at the same time, that the name ~, Kara:.an, as distinct from that of KaraM", 
does Dot occur either in the Latin or in tbe early epitome~; all the circumlitance8 
1'(>1&ted in this chapter being there considered as apJ;>lying to the last-mentioned 

proYiliCle or diltrict. 
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841. The name of Kogalifl dot's not appear in the Jist of the legitimate lions 
of Kublai i but he had many others. 'fhe orthography, ho~ver, is more than 
usually unccrtain. In tbe B. M. and Berlin manuscripts the \lame i .. written 
Cogaam, in the old Latin edition it is Cogatuy, in the Bailie, Cogrflcam (L0(ff""a-kllan), 
and in the early ltalian epitomes, Cocagio. 

&te. This proportion between the two precious metaJ~ is extraordinary, but in 
places !«) much out of the way of foreign commerce we cannot expect the pri.,. 
of these or any other articles to find the general level. 

843. See Nott' 833. The Rhclls nrc chien)" brought from till' Maldive i'llanli!', 
but also from the eastern coa'lt of Africa. The former .\I"C cou .. id('reu more nllu
able as mcrchunni'le, hecllnsc, heing smaller, a gre .. tcr numb{'r lie in an equal 
compOIlIl, and they arc supposed to wear better; but ab currency they p8!5!-o IUdis
criminatel)'. Cowries arc also imported into England and re • ."hipp('d from lhenct" 
to the coast of Guinea. 

844. Tlli." distorted account of the nlligator ai' crocolhle i!> Ics<; creditable to 
our author'." fidelity than any other of hi'l natural hj~tol''y dc~criptiotl ... although 
general1.f more or less defective. Hi'l terming an animal that hM, feet, a ",erpent , 
however incorrect, is cxcusuble, all we giv(' the nume of lIying-seqwnt to tli{' 
dragon (no matter bow fabulous), !lnrl tllf> alligator ill.elf jq by tll(' Chine"{' term('ti 
the watpr·serpent: but he I('a\{''' th e !"eal\!'!" to lnl(or (altllouA"h he (Iol'~ lIot din'ctl) 
USBel·t it) that the animal had It·~ .. only [0 {lie lorcpart of th(' "dy, and none to 
tbe hinder, (lnJ he i~ incorrect a~ to the nllmh('r, as well a, tlu- nature of it-. 10('11 

or claw;,. \V Ith respect to th£' voracious anJ Je~tructiv(' quulltie~ of the alligator, 
he cannnt h(' dmrged with ('JI(aggcrution, and 10 it~ ~izl' it \\oullll)(" IHlZilrdou;. 
to !let limit... The hook." of zoology descrihe it a .. "growin~ to t",('nty-live feet 
H in length, IItHl about tlw thicknc~'1 of a man'~ body;" but thi"!, which I F! full~ 

t>qual to It'll ('ommoll pact's, il> known to Ue t'xcccd('d III particular ill:.tance', 
Hamilton mentlol)s on(' of twentY-I!cven fect and a half, The following descrip
tion of an unromnwn specie!! of dragon, water-serpen t, 01' crocodllr, _taken 
from the CJUIlCM' dicNonury of De Guigne;;, No. 13,~7. "Draco, bel/ull squa
" mRtorum rex, 'lure hnlJl't cornua ul cen' u~ , aun's ut hos, caput Ilt ('amelus, 
" collum ut !lerpCllb, pedts ut t;gris, ungues ut flCcipitf'r, bquamu. <; ut pisc{'!l; cuju!O 
" sunt Juo genera, unum sic nat urn, aIle rum e- !icrpentc vl'l pisce in draconem 
"mlltatulIl." Our author might have rwd this article in the original. 

&l5. TIlt' lIiltives of Jndia are particularly jnsenious in their contrivallces for 
destroying beasts of prey, particularly the tig.er, which is sometime. made to fall 

upon 
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upon sharp-pointt'd st8kcQ, af'tl'r walking up an inclined plane: 
iR most commonly taken in the wutcr. with a large hook. 

but tho niHgalor BOOK IJ. 

84G. Were we to f'xuminf' the materia f'IIcdicfl of our Con-fathers, we &bould 
probahly.d the gall of the crocodile amongst the muny lIumtanccs to whirh 
S8l1atiH' pl"opcrtick W('TC ull rihLl1cd, lor 110 other rcalion than thei r beiug nauseous 
and disgustin~, " The Chinc .. c phy.;icianOl" flay .. I'AbbC GroRier Of u .. e the fit'Kb, 
"toll, skin, bonC!l, and ivory or the c\f'phant, in turinA' variouli distcmpcMl." 
Vol. ii, p. 486. 

Hil1. The f1~h of thl' ~Ilunn 01 lIIp;uana, an animal inlcrmcdilltc in size bt-tWCCII 

the lizard Ulld the alligator, I have known to he c~tcn hoth by Chmes£' nnd 
Europcan~, and b)' the form er nt kast, to b<' considered as a delicucy. I cnnnot 
asscrt til<' Ka lliO of tho ulligator, lIut ill II book of Naturul history I read that 
II th~ Africulls .lOtI IIIc\ialll. cot its fIc .. ", which ilt white Dnd of a kind of perfumed 
CI ( ruu .. k)' ) flinour. " 

848. It appeilr~ from hence that th(' practice of docking the tails of horses, by 
lIopara ting one or more or the verlt~bnc, which hnli become ~ common in 
Englund, existed many hllndred years ago nmongst tbe peor>lf' of Yun-nan, in the 
remotelot part of China: and yet this may have been ono of the incredible storiC'l 

with which our Ruthor'!! writlll!{~ have heen charged. I< Tbe horse!! in }lenia" 
Malcolm ob!.erve,,*, have long tad!>: but it i ... the custom of the country to tie 
" them up. whict. lIot unly il1lprovefl the animal'lt appearance, but prevents tlteir 
" tailslrailing 011 the ground, or hein::: whisked about, "hen wet or dirty, to tM 
CI annoYiHlce of thc ridcr." Ili ~ t . of PerSia, Vol. i, p. 358, Nole. 

849. " 1'ouo; l('u r<I arts !IC rcuuiscnt il '1avoir mire dee flechCli t de8 cuiraueB, 

" des casqu('~, des hobitll, ct Butre~ Pf'titCli cbos~ de I'usoge ordinairc." Mrellrs 
dell Si1'an. Mc!m. COliC. Je~ Chinoi~, t. xiv, p. 2.35. '( 1) '1 savent tre""bien .. 
says ~ni) dCflcribing the we'lotc rn )lart of }un-nan " monter d. cheval el tirer 
" de I'arc." P. 206. 

850. Such might have been the vulgnr belief re8pecting the substance employed 
a8 an emetic on th ese ucCltsions, ulthough perbapil with as little foundation <I. the 
idea entertained by the cemlOon people in England, that ipecacuanha ill tbt' 
powder of human bonelt. 

85'. Tbe barbarous custom having eee.~ed to ('xist, it is not to be expeeted that 
we .bonld find an allusion to it in any mo('crn aecouot. It has been indeed t_ 
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policy of the' Chinese government, upon conquering the countri.es on tbiB frontier, 
to people them with coionislil from the interior; b) which the traces of original 
manners have been in a great measure obliterated, 

CHAPTER XLI. 

Of the provinccqf Kardandan and the city Qf Vochang. 

PROCEEDING five days journey in a westerly direction from Km'azan, 
you enter the province of Kardandan. belonging to the dominion of the 
Grand khan, and ot wlnci} the principal city is llam('d Voclumg. k5z 

The currency of' this country is gold by weight, and. also the porcelain,. 
shells. An ounce of gold is exchanged for five ounces of silver. and a 
saggio of gold for fi\'c saggi of silver, there being no silver mines in 
this country, but much gold; and consequently the merchants who 
import silver obtain a large profit. Both the men and the women of 
this province have the custom of covering their teeth .ith thin plates of 
gold, which arc fitted with great nicety to the shape of the teeth, and 
remain on them continually.1I54 The mcn also form dark stripes or 
bands round their arm~ ami legs, by puncturing them in the following 
manner. They have five needles joined together, which they press 
into the flesh until blood is drawn, and they then rub the punctures 
with a black colouring matter, which leaves an indelible mark. To 
bear these dark stripes is considered as an ornamental and h~rable 
distinction. lm They pay little attention to any thing but horsemanship, 
the sports of the chase, and whatever belongs to the use of arms and a 
military life; leaving the entire management of their domestic concerns 
to their wives, who are assisted in their duties by slaves, eitheL' pur
chased Of made prisoners in war. 

These people have the following singular usage. As soon as a woman 
has been delivered of a child, and rising from her bed, has washed aDd 

swathed 
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sWAthed the infant, her husband immediately takes the place she has BOOK fl. 

left, has the child laid beside him, and nurses it for forty days. In the ChAt', xu. 
mean time the friends and relations of the family pay to him their visits 
of congratulation, whilst the woman attends to the business of the 
house. carries victuals and drink to the husband in his oed and suckles 
the infant at his sidc.II~6 These people eat their meat raw or prepared 
in the manner that has been described, and along with it eat rice-
Their wine is manufactured from rice, with a mixture of spices, and is 
a good beverage. " 

In this district they have neither temples nor idols, but pay their 
worship to the cider or ancestor of the family, from whom, they say, 
as they derive their exi"tence, so to him they are indebted for all that 
they possess.S,i. They have 110 knowledge of any kind of writing, nor 
is this to be wonderC'u nt, eonsiuering the rurle natu:-e of the country, 
which is a mountainous trad, covered with the thickest torests. Du. 
ring the summer season the atmosphere is so gloomy and unwholsome, 
that merchants and other strangers are obliged La leave the district, in 
order to escape from dcath.I\!,~ When the natives have transactions of 
business with each other, which require them to execute any obligation 

• fol' the lunount of a debt or credit, their chief takes a square piece of 
wood and divides it in two. Notches are then cut on it, denoting the 
sum ill question, and each party receives one of the corresponding pieces ; 
as is practiscd in fPSIH'Cl to our t:lllies. Upon the expiration of the 
term, and payment made by the debtor, the creditor delivers up his; 

counterpart, and both remain satisfied.~~ 

Ne1l1er in this province, nor in the citie3 of Knindu. Vochallg. or 
Yachi are to be found persons professing the art of physic. \\rhen a 
person of consequence is attacked with a disorder, his family scnd for 
those sorcerers who offer sacrifices to the idols, to whom tbe sick person 
gives an account of the nature of his complaint.A6

!} The sorcerers there
upon give directions for the attendance of persons who perform on a 
variety of loud instruments, in order that they may dance and sing 
hymn8 in honour and praise of their idols, and which they continue to 
do, until the e,·ii spirit has taken possession of one of them, when their 

S K ~ Illusical 


