
436 

BOOK n. 
CH,o,P. XLI. 

TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

mnsical exertions cease. They then inquire of the person so possessed, 
the caUie of the man's indisposition, and the means that should be used 
for effecting his cure. The evil spirit answers by tbe month of him into 
whose body he has entered, that the sickllc~s has been occasioned by an 
offence given to a certain deity. UpOlltwhich the sorcerers address 
their prayers to that deity. beseeching him to pardon the sinner, on 
the condition that when cured he shall offer a sacrifice of his own blood. 
Dut if the demon perceives that there is no prospect of a recovery, he 
pronounces the deity tb be so grievollsly of1ended that no Racri6ce can 
appease him. If; 011 the contrary, he judges that a cure is likely to 
take place, he rcquirc1i that all offering be made of so many sheep with 
blael.. heads, that so many sorcerers, with their wives, be as'icrnbled, 
and that the flacrifice be performed by their hands j by which means, he" 

says, the favour of the deity may be conciliatf'd. The relations com­
ply immediately with all that has been demanded, the sheep are slain, 
their blood is sprinkled towards the heavens, the sorcerers, male and 
female, light up and perfume with incense the whole house of the sick 
person, making a smoke with wood of aloes. They cast into the air 
the water in whieh the flesh has been seethed, tjgethcr with some of 

the liquor brewed with spices, and then laugh, sing, and Jancc about, 
with the idea of doing hOllour to their idol or di"inity. They next in­
quire of the demoniac whether, by the sacrifice that has been made, 
the idol is satisfied, or if it is his command that another hc yet per­
formed. When the answer is, that the propitiation has been satiiifacto­
I'y, the sorcerers of both sexes, who had not ceased their sonS". there. 
upon scat themselves at the table, and plUcecu tu f~ast on the meat that 
had been offered in sacrifice, and to drink the spiced liquor (Ii' which a 
libation had been made, with signs of great hjlarity. Having .ished 
their mea), and received their fees, they return to their homes; and if 
through God's providence the patient recovers, they attribute his cure 
to the idol fur whom the sacrifice was performed j but if he happens to 
die, they then deczlare that the rites had been rendered ineffective, by 
those who dressed the victuals having presumed to taste them before the 
dcity's portion had been presented to him. It mu~t be understood that 
ceremonies of this kind are Dot practised upon the illness of every indi. 
vidual, but only perhaps once or twice in the course of a month, for 
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noble or wealthy personages. They are common however to al1 the ROOK n, 
idolatrous inhabitanto; of the whole provinces of Kataia and Mary";, 

CIIA" XI.I. 
amongst whom a physician is a rare character. And thus do the demons 
sport with the blindness of these deluded and wrt:tched people.861 

NOTES. 

852. What ill here named the pro\'incr- of Kardandml i. in the n. M. and l3l'rlin 
manuscript~, and old 1 .. allll edition, written Ardandam, in tile Bade, Arrladmll, 

and ill the epitomes, Caridi .. /lotlf' of' which can be discovel'(!d in Du lIaIde'A 
map; but from the name of till' duef city, which immediately follow~, it ill 
evident that the v1ace!. <;poken of Hrc .. Iill wilhin the Iimit~ of the mor/l'rll province 
• 
of Ylln-nall . Tilt, minH', indcl'rl, (.f Vorlwng (or Vociam in thi' o ld Italian orth~ 

gmphy) would have lJeen equ,dly una~certainable with that of the province, but 

that we arc o,,~i~ted In thi "! II1<,tanC"C" hy til(' readUtg~ of "ollle ot' the other \·er~ions . 

In the early l.lltin edition the word I ~ VI/rian, ill the Ba!>lc, U,lchiam, and in the 

early edition of V cllice, Nvrian: winch point out the placl> to be the city of 
Yung-rltnn/{, in th€' w('~tern pal't!lf lI11NII.Jn . "C'l'st line ville" say!> Ou HaMe 
" i1s!>e7. gramlc et pl'upll-l': clll' a !"II' bfltil' au milieu de !> montagu<'l>: (,lie (,I>' 

" prc!><juc :1 une des eX""!I1itc~ <1 (' In prol'ince, et dans Ie voi~illab"C dCI> peuple!! 
,( s8I1vag{'"J l'l peu connu... L(· ;;"ni" ci I€'~ mCl'urs dt, ses habit8ns 'W rC'Iqentcnt 

" de ce ,·oi:,inage. Le pa~ <, (il\ll'llLt dt' 1'or, &c." " j.a villE' .Je .lung.('/tallg" 
"ays P. Marti"i " t"ltoit lIutrefoi, la capltale lIu grand royaumr de KilN'hi i l'1I(: 
H ellt it pr[·'tC'lIl f;o n .. 1'0bc;ilo~a l1rc tiCI> Chinois . •. Je croy (('fmcment que cehe 

" ville ef 1(' ptl)~ d'alcntnur €'~t I' Um luang de Marco Polo; cc qui [Ill' Ie filit dir(' , 
.( est It, rtlppol't ct In COIl\ ClHlnrl' flu'd ) a ('utre \t''! nO\1lt" le I" nlQ'ur .. de Cf' 

" peuph·, t't la "it~nlion au pa)"; cal il tou che au r(J~aume de Alien, dont 11011 .. 

If parlcrou'i c).a[m\'! ••. ct d '1Iilleul3 ~i M. P. ('~crjt UII pOllr .1ml, iI 11(' 8'('n 

,. filut pas e"tonner, cllr il n'y a point dc carach\l'c Cbiuois qui "c prouollce 1'n .. 

" c'est j)ourquoy c('ux de 11\ Chi nc onl clIlployc Jun pour VI/." P. ~7. 

"53. S('c Noll' 842. The dj~propol'tion i" here 1,0 clrcumlotallti.llly ;.Ilo~t'rtcd 

and 80 well accounted for, that we canuot reaho11abty doubt tllC fact. I 

854. " L'auteur Chino is dil" ob",erves lhe Silme writeI' U que ses babitans ont 

" des mreurs pnrticulicres: qu'il y CD a qui couvreul Jeurs denl!. de plaqucs d'or, 

,( qu'on appelle Kin<hi, c'est a dire aux dent fl c1'or; d'autrcs qui. !Ie plailocnt 1t 
U a.\'oir lee dents fort noircs, qu'il!l peignent nvcc du vt!rnib, ou bien avec quelqull 
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II autre drogue." P.!07. TheRe practices, both of casing the teeth and blacken­
ing them, exist amongst the natives of Sumatra and probably the Malays in 
general. "Some file otT no more than the outer oo~ lLnd extremities (of the 
" teeth) in order that they may the better receive Rnd retain the jetty blackness 
" with which they, almost universally, adorn thcDl . The black used on these 
U occasions is the empyreumatic oil bf tbe eocoa-nut-shell .•. The great mcn 
U sometimes set theirs in gold, by. casing, with a plate of that metaJ, the under 
II row; and this ornament, contrasted with the black lIy<', has by lamp or CUPlUe­

U light, a very splendid effect. It is sometimes indented to the shope of til(' 
U teeth, but more usually quite plain . Tht>y do not remove it eitlu:·r to ('at 
" or sleep," Hist. of Sumatra, ell.3, p. 52. 

855. " D'autres lie marquent diverses figures sur l('ur visage" sa) II Martini , 
speaking of the inhabitants of Yung-thang " Ie per!):ant avec unt> aiguille, ('\ 
"ilppliquant du nair, eomme plullieul'll Indienll ont uCCQustume de faire." 
Accountll of thiS practiCtl of taltLJO-illg have been renlleretl familiar to us by the 

voyages in the South-sea islands; but it prevails a lso amongst the HiNllull people 
of the kingdom of Ava, immediately contiguous to Yun-1Iml. The custom is 
noticed by the old 'Writerll and confirmed by the testimony of Colonel ~ymC!!. who 

says: " They (the Birmans) tattoo their thighs and armJo; into "arious fanblstic 
" shapes and figures, which they believfl operate as a ch~rm against the weapon" 
" of their cllem;('8," Embassy to Ava, p.312. The operHtion ill tllUS dCllcJ'ibeu 
by Mr. Crisp, in his account of the Poggy is)ancio;, puhli1jlll'd ill tht' Asintic 

Research!,!>. "These marKS ure imprinted wilh 11 poillted in .. trll llU'nl, cOIl:.i!!ling 

" of a hrn~s wire fixed perpendicularly into II pic('C' of stick al,oll( eight ilJ('h('s in 

" length: Ihi ll piece if; ~truck with another small, lo ng stick, with l'epC'ul('d light 

"strokes. The pigmcnt used for this purpose i.!i made of titt' foI nwkc coll('clcd 

" from a ~(lecies of resin, which ill mixed with water: the uVlralur takf's II stem 
" of dried grass, or a fine piece of stick, and dipping the elld in th(' p'iglllcnt , 

" trace!! on tbe s.l/;in the odtline of the figure; then, dipping (lIe bra'ls point in 

" the same compo"ition, he, with very quick and light strokes, dri,'c8 it into the 
"skin, tracing the outline before draw II, which leaves all indelible mark." 
Vol. vi, p, ISS. 

&6. RantUsio observes, in a marginaillote, that Strabo, at the concluding part 

of his third Book, ..,aks of a similar usage amongst the people of Spain; and 
Purchlls in his tran,Iation, \ldds, that AppoUoniu8 records the same of the Tibareni 
(of (;appariocin) and LeriWl (whose work Walillot published till the year 1586), 
orlhe llrasilillllS. 1 find 110 authority for the story amongst any people of tbe East, 
to whoso mtJnners and physical circumstances it has DO aualogy, and judge tbat 

our 
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our Buthor must have becn imposed upon by the hostile neighbours of these 
uneiviliscd but ~r}jkc tribes, who might revenge themselvee for injuries felt, by 
tlUch ridiculous imputl\tion~ . 

857. Thill nppt'urs to hnve reference to the extraordillary respect known to be 
paid by the Chinese to their parenll, ur to tbe veneration, Ilppraacbing to aD 

idolatrous worship, ill which they hold the manes of tbeir allcestors: a "upetstition 
uot only UnC(,lIl1cctell with till' iloctrines of the two prevailing Rects, hut religi~ 
ously observed by tho~e who hold Ihe adoration of imtlgo!l in ahhorrencc. It 
seems probable thRt insteild (If "if piu wcchio di cala " or uccarding to the 
epitome, "/0 ma:or tie fa Cf/~(/," " the eldest person of the fdmijy," our author 
moant " thE> common allt'e~lnr ;" for although the !lcvera) descendants might 
subsist upon tb~ patriarchal hOllnty of tlw former, they cannot be understood to 
have dcl'i\'cd tlleir po.~~(,'1~jorh from him during his lire~time . 

~ This "pecies of worsh ip c()n~tituteJ the grand subject of di~pute and political 
cabal at the court of Roull', Ill'tween the Jc~uils and tile Dominica",;, the former 
of whom were Ji~(lO,~l'J to indolge their COllv(!rtIJ in what they cODHidercd all a 

harmless 8upcl'l;tition, whil.;t their opponents urged the impie ty of the practice 
and denounced it as cOlllprOllli.,ill~ the principles of Cbristianity. The latter 
obtained tile t;piritual viclol'~ in tht· council. .. of the }lope, hut the emperor K(lllg~ 
hi took a zenlous pllrt in till'ollr of the .Je&: uits, His fl UCCCfI!iOr, l(mg~ching, 

e:lpelled til£' mcmhers of both order~ without di"tinction from the provinces of 
Ilis empire, retaining only a Ihv men or science and profe'lsorl! of art at the capi~ 
tal, and prohibited the prf';]ciriug oj' tire Gospel under pain of death. 

858. Districtt; lying near the ba~e of great ranges of mountain~, and e8pecial~y 
within the tropical 1!llitulil'~, arf' a1war fount1 to be unhealthy . "At the foot or 
U the nnolGlI Illountuill~" ~a)' .. Turner" a. plain extend1> for ubout thirty lIliles 
" in breadth, dlOlit!d, I'ather than dOllied, with the most luxuriant vegetation. 
" TIl(' t'xhulatiolls ncccs~aril'y ari~ing from the multitude of IIprings, which the 
" vicinity of thc mountain~ prolluces, are coHccted and confined by these almo~t 
" impervioll!i wood~, nnd geTlNale all atmo!!ph('re through which 110 traveller eVl'r 

" paRsed with imp unit)·," Emhao(sy, p,2l. t( Singulis anilj~, redeuntv Aprili, 
" morbus alia nuncupatu" ;nl.'olulI\ wquc llC ho~pitent invlldit. Swvit ubique per 

U hail regione:'!, 'lua JOita patent ex Indo\ltBIl ad fine~ Il~que Nekpal. Nec, lIisi 
" desillcnte No\'embri, pt'nitus ccs~at," Alphab. Tibctunum, p.4:)'2. This pes· 
tilential <fulliity of the air l.'xtcllds wClitward, through what rl~ culled the ]J1VTUllg 

country, and by Ilnalogy lIlay be I>lIppo':lcd to prevail on the eastern side also, the 
Yun-nBn moun lain;, bt,jng of great height, whilst tIl(' great Nu-kiang, said to be 
navigable bctwc('n that province and Ava, must flow chiefly through a plain und 

comparatively low country. 
859. " C&.J 
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859. " Ce>' peuples nc 53vC'nt ni lire ni ccrire j d lorsqu'il~ font quclque con~ 
H vention flntre eux, ils COllpent un morcecu de bois, ils y attach.t des cordelottC'il 
U nuxquclll'1I ils font Ie lIombre de no'uds dont il~ cOlwienn('nt; et C(' !limpl!' 
" IDcmoirf' cst aussi §ur ct 8U!u;i inviolable que Ie conlrnl Ie pill -l solcmnd," M(~m. 

concern. les C hinoi9', t. xiv, p. i3j, All my (cuueri! may lIot he aware that the 
method here de!lcribed in the text is precisely thal in which Ilc('Quntl! or n cerlain 
description nre kept and certified, at this day, in the British Exch<>quer. 

860. "lis n'ont point de mcdecins, et ils ne sav('nt cc (lUI' C'Cl'it que de prendre 
U des rerneries. Lorsqlle quelqu'un £'st malade, ils appcllcnt nOpft;S de lui UOf' 

" espece d'cnchantt'ur qui lui tient lieu de prctn" " Mt;llI. t. xiv, p.233. 

861. Th(' 8orc('r(!r~ or wizards here Ilpokr-n of arc evidently the sltamatls or 
juggling priests of Fo, who nre met with chiefly in the less civilizro regions of 
Tartar!, but who probably lind their way into all parts of til(' Chinese empir~ 
" We were entertained" says Bell " with a flllnous Ruratsky ~human, who wall 
" also a lama or priest, and was brought from Il great distallce. ,\ <. these 8ha­
" mllns make a great noisc in this part of the world, and ar(" u('lievcd, by the 
" ignorant "ulgar, to be inspired, I sha ll give some IlCCOUlit of the bt'iJaviour of 
II this one, ill particular, by which it will appear that the whole is an imposition." 
The full account being too long for 1;1 Note, only lIuch circum~tanct's shall ~ 
mentioned, as corrc'Ipond with tht· ceremouicR related in the t('xl. (I lie begall 
" to sing n dismal tune •.. all hili follow('r~ joined ill the chorus. During this 
U part of the performance he turncd Ilnd distortE."d his body illto many different 
" posture ..... lie now started on his it'g" nnd fell n dallciug, like one dilitraded. 
" These unnatural motiollll were, hy the vulgar, attriuuted to tht' operation, of 
U a divinity; uud, in truth, om' would 1I11llo~t have imagined him possessed by 
" some demon. l\fter being quite .. petit with dancing, he .•. gtH"e three drcadrul 
" shrieks, by which hi., compuniono; said, ht, called the demon to direct bim in 
" answering such que8tion~ :Ii> !lhouM he proposed .•. aU which he answered 
" readily, but in such Rffibiguou .. tt'rmR t!tat nothing could be madE." of them. 
" He now performed IICveral legerdemain tri('k ll •. . In short nothiog ill more evi­
l! dent than that thello shamans are a parcel of jugglers, "'ho irqpose on the 
" ignorant and credulous vulgar." Vol. i, p. :i53·5. In Roother place (p.206) 
he 8ays, " Milny of the lcroale .eoX also as&ume this character." 

CHAPTER 
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Of lit. manner;1I which lhe Grand khan ifeckd the cong .. " iflhe Iring. 
dom qf Mien and Bango/a. 

B£Foae ... e proceed further (in describing the country,) we shall speak 
of a memorable battle that wa.~ fought in this kingdom of Vochang 
(Unchang Of Y"n--chung). It happened that in the year 1272, the 
Grand /chan sent an army into the countries of 1fochang and Kara~Q" 
for their protection and defence against any attack that foreigners might 
~ttempt to make; 862 for at this period his majesty had not as yet .p. 
pointed his own sons to the governments, which it was afterwards hi, 
policy to do; as in the instance of Cen-lemur. for whom those pJacel 
were erected into a prillclpality.~b.S WheJl the kiuK uf Mien R64 and 
Bangaia.8M> in India, who was powerful in the number of his subjeclI, 
in extent of territory, and in wealth, heard that an army of Tartan 
had arrived at Yochang. he took the resolution of advancing immediate­
ly to attack it, in order that by its destruction the Grand khan should 
he deterred from again attempting to station a force upon the borders 
of his dominions. For this purpose he assembled a very large army, 
including a multitude of elephants (an animal with which his countq 
abounds,) upon whose backs were placed battlements or castles, ot 
wood, capable of containing to the number of twelve or sixteen in 
each.~G With these, and a numerous army of horse and foot, he took 
the road to Yochong, where the Grand khan'.~ army lay. and encamp.. 
ing at no great distance from it. intended to give his troups a few days 
of rest. As soon as the approach of the king of Mien with so great 
• force, was known to Nestardin,861 who commanded the troops of the 
Grand khim. although a brave and able officer, he felt much alarmed, 
not having under his orders more than twelve thous&Q4.1 men (veterans, 
indeed, and valiant IOldiers); whereas the enemy bad sixty thousand, 
beaides the elephants armed as has been described. He did not how .. 
ever betray any signs of apprehension, but descending into the plain of 
yocicrlt.r,'" took • potitiOD in 'Which his flank was covered by • thick 
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wood of Jarge trees, whither I in cue of a furious charge by the ele­
phants, which his troop!:! might not be able to sustain, they could retire, 
and from thence, in security. annoy them with their arrows. Calling 
together the principal officer;; of his army, he exhorted them not to di8~ 
play less valour on the present occasion, than they had done in all their 
preceding engagements, }'eRlindiag them that \lictory did not depend 
upon the number of men, but upon courage and discipline. He Tepee. 
seoted to them that the troops of the king of Mim. and Ba'ltgnla were 
raw and unpractised in the art of war, not having had the opportunities 
of acquiring experience that had fallen to their lot; that instead of be~ 
ing discouraged by the superior number of their foes, they ought to 
feel confidence in their own valour, so often put to the test; that their 
very name was a subject of terror, not merely to the enemy before 
them, but to the whole world; and he concluded by promising to lend 
them to certain victory. Upon the king or Mien's learning that the 
Tartars had descended into the plain, he immediately put hi! army in 
motion, took np his grounJ at the distance of about a mile from the 
efteiIlYt and made a disposition of his force, placing the elephanu in 
the front, and the cavalry and infantry, in two extended wings, in 
their rear, but leaving between them a considerable interval. Here he 
took his own station, and proceeded to animate his men and encourage 
them to figkt valiantly, assuring them of victory, as well from the su­
periority of their numbers, being four to one,~6!l as from their formida. 
ble body of anned elephants, whose shock the enemy, who had never 
before been engaged with such combatants, could by no means resist. 
Then giving Ot"de~s for sounding a prodigious number of warlike instru­
ments, he advanced boldly with his whole army towards that of the 
Tartars; which remained nrm, making no movement, but suffering 
them to approach their entrenchments. They then rushed out with 
great spirit and the utmost eagerness to engage; but it was 800n 

found that the Tartar horses, unused to the sight of such huge ani. 
maIs, with their .-tIes, were terrified, and wheeling about endeavoured 
to fty, nor could their riders by any exertions restrain them, whilst the 
king, with the whole of his forces, WRS every moment gaining ground . 
.As IOOD as the prudent commander perceived this unexpected disorder, 
without Josmg hi, P"'aeBee of mind, he instantly adbpted the .. euare 

of 
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of orderUtg IIi, men to dismount and their horses to be taken into the 
woocl, where they were fi:u.tened to the trees. Being dismBunted, the 
men, without loss of time, advanced on foot tow(1uls the line (; ~ ele_ 
phanu, and commenced a brisk discharge of arrows; whilst, on the 
other side, those who were stutioned in the castles, and the rest at' the 
king's anny, shot vollies in return, with gre&t activity; but their arrows 
did not make the same impression as those of the Tartars, whose boWl 
were dt8WJl with a stronger arm. So incessant were the discharges of 
the latter, and all their weapons (according to the instructions of their 
commander) being directed against the elephants, these were soon 
covered with arrows, and suddenly giving way, fell back upon their 
own people in the rear, who were thereby thrown into confusion. It 
soon became impossible for their drivers to manage them, either by 
force or address. Smarting under the pain of their wounds, and terri .. 
fied by the shouting of the assailants, they were no longer governahle, 
but without guidance or controll}, ran about in all directions, until at 
length, impelled by rage and fcar, they rusbed into a part of the wood 
not occupied by the Tartars. The consequence of thl:l wu, that from 
the closeness of the branches of large trees, they broke, with loud 
erashes, the battlements or castles that were upon their backs, and 
involved in the destruction those who sat upon them. Upon seeing the 

rout of the elephants the Tarta.rs acquired fresh courage. and filing oft' 
by detachments. with perfect order and regularity, they remounted. 
their horses. and joined their several divisions, when a sanguinary and 
dreadful combat waR renewed. On the part of the kiog's troops there 
was no want of valour, and he himself went amongst the ranks entreat­
ing them to stand firm, and not to be alarmed by the accident that had 
befallen the elephants. But the Tartars by their consummate skill in 
arehery, were too powerful for them, and galled them the more exceed. 
ingly, from their not being provided with such armour as was worn by 
the former. The arrows having been expended on both sides, the mea 
grasped the;r swords and iron maces, and violently encountered eac::h 
other.. Then in, an instant were to he seen many horrible wounds, limbs 
diomembered. and multitude. falling to tbe ground. maimed and dyiug; 
willo lOch effillion of blood .. w .. dreadful to behold. So great .100 
w .. tile daDgour of anIII, aDd .uch the shoutill«' and the okriek.. tAat 
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BOOK II. the noise seemed to ucend to the skies. The king of Mien, acting as 
l:HA;-XL1I. became a valiant chief, was present wherever the greatest danger ap~ 

peared, animating his soldiers and beseeching them to maintain their 
ground with resolution. He ordered fresh squadrons from the reserve 
to advance to the support of those that were exhausted: but perceiving 
at length that it was impossible any longer to slistain the conflict or to 
withstand the impetuosity of the Tartars; the greater pan of his troops 
being either killed or wounded, ond all the field covered with the car~ 
cases of men and horses, whilst those who survived were beginning to 
give way; he also found himself compelled to take to flight with the 
wreck of his army; but of whom numbers were afterwards slain in the 
pursuit. 

The losses in this battJe, which lasted from thp. morning till noon, were 
severely felt on both sides; but the Tartars wen." finally victorious: a 
result that was materially to be attributed to the troops of the king of 
Mien and Bangala not wearing armour as the Tartars did, and to their 
elephants, especially tbose of the foremost line, being equally without 
that kind of defence, which, by enabling them to sustain the first dis. 
cbarges of the enemy's arrows, would have allowed them to break his 
Tanks and throw him into disorder. A point perhaps of still greater jm~ 
portance is, that the king ought not to have made his attack on the Tar. 
tan in a position where their flank was supported by a wood, but shouJd 
have endeavourE"ll to draw them into the open country, where they could 
not have resisted the first impetuous orlset of the armed elephants, and 
where by extending the cavalry of his two wings, he might have sur· 
rounded them. The Tartars having collected their force after the 
slaughter of the enemy. returned towards the wood into which the ele4 
phants had fled for shelter, in order to take possesaion of them, where 
~hey found that the men who had escaped from the overthrow were em~ 
ployed in cutting down trees and barricading the paslla.ges. with the 
intent of defencling themselves.. But their ]'amparts were soon. de .. 
,moliahed by the Tartars, who slew many of them, and with the assist­
"nee of the perIODs accultomed to the management of the elephants, 
th.y poueooed th ..... lve. of th_ 10 the number Dr two hundred or 
more. From the perio<I of tbis battle tho Grllid ...... hoe at....,.-cho. 
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len to employ elephants in his armies, which before that time he had 
not done. The con~equences of the victory were, that his majesty 
acquired possession of the whole of the territories of the kiDg of .&n. 
gala and Mien, and annexed them tl) his dominions-81G 

NOTES. 

862. Tbil date of 127~ appeanl not olily in RanlUltio', text, but in that of the 
Berlin manuscript and of the older I.alil! edition; whilst in the BQ!!lc copy 
(followed by Miill l' r) it I,. I~':? Somp countenance is given to the latter datt' 
hy a pa9~agc in L'lIi~l(Jire gen. de la Cbin€', 1. ix, p. 4J J. 

86:3. See Chap. xxxix, and Note 827. 

864, By I>. Gaubil (or his commentator, P. Suueiet), Oc Guignes, Grosier, 
and 0' AIlViil(', !lliell hal> hee ll con~idcn~d a~ the fHHIlt! of the country of Pep, 
but it I .. plainly meant for til(> Rirflwh country, or as we usually term ii, the 
king.llllu 01' A .If/, which ncarly borders Oil the province of YUlt'nlln, whilst the 
oiher lil's fur to the southward, lind is unconnected with any part of the ChinellC 
territory. The mi~t.,ke aris("" from the circumstance of the Ileguan'i baving made 
a conqul!;it of the ULrmah countr}" from wilich, how("\"er, they were "nerwards 
drivel); and since tilt' year 17,:)7, Pl'gu ha~ been a province dependent on tbe 
kingdom of AWl" The name by which the Sirmaht; call their own country is 
M,Y01ll-tna .. by the ChincHc writers it iij named Mien-lien. 

865. III tbe Bii6Je edition the words arc, "rex Mien et rex BangnlG." implying 
two confed("raled 6overeign~, bitt the whole context shews that ollly one perion· 
age is intended, who iIli!(ht at that period huve styled himself killg of BUI/gala as 
well aa of ~\ljen, ft'om the circum~tll.nce of hi~ having conquered ~ome eastern 
district belonging to Bengal, froUl which the country of Ava is separated only by 
foresb. 

~6. So our author might have been informed by lh09c wbo, after the battle. 
"i,ited tbe court, and tbere boaMted of their exploits; but according to our expe­
rience, tUllf the number of 6ghting ruen could not be accolDmodated on the back 
or 80 elephant of the largt'it cla!oS. The weapons, however, Brc dilferent DO"" 
hnt1t'bar. were JOrmerJy uaed, and may roqulre more room. Elepbaolll ate no 
"hentmore DIImeroua dtaa OP tIM> (IIIsurn COP.6nes of Bengal. 

867. Tbis 

BOOK II. 

CHAP. XJ.II. 
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1161. This nalDe, whim in R.mu~io· .. venion i. Nelttwtlia, is e1ee"here written 
Nuchardyn, NfUCardy", and NallaT'd!l"; which are all oorruptiontl of the common 
Mahoroellln name of Nasr-tddln ~.)\~ ; traaeformed by the historian .. of the 
Crusadetl to NOJctrodinul. It may be observed that the, lsad) of t.he first 8),lIa­
ble is 1;0 much barder in pronunciation than the commons (sin) 88 to be not 
unfrequently expressed by b; in which mode of orthography this word might be 
"ritten Nalrar or Natsreddm; differing but little from our text. • 

868. l'bi8 we may preaume to be the plain through which the 1rahatt!! (otber­
wise written Iratl!addy), or great river of AM rUR!!, in the upper part of its 
eouree. Tbe generaHy receiv(td opinion of its being a continuation of the stream 
of the Nu or I.u-kiang is controverted by Dr. Buchanan; but fill be equally 
doubt" of the Stml'u becoming the BurrtJmputrtJ1 the establilJhment of thE" latter 
point wiU influence the probability of the former. 

869. The proportion of froe to ono would have been more correct; but dw 
exact number of the enemy might not have been 110 well known to the king, 
befbre the battle, all it was lJubtequently to the historian; or his IJpeech msy nol 

have been correctly reporttfi. 

870. The author of U l'Hilltoire ~n. des HUDS" speaks of tbis war in the 
(allowing terma: Ie Depuill que Ja Chine avoit eM endt'-rement lion mise, ce 
" prince nE" s'oceupa plus que de la conquete de~ pays voisins. .'iianlar avec Jes 
" generaux. Mahometans, Kulie et NtUir-eddin, furent envoy!!!! dans Ie Ymz-Mn 
" et dans Ie Pep, (le~ Chinois Ie Romment Mien). 118 soumirent d'abord un 
" paY' que M. Paul appelle Carala1n, et qui fait partie de l"unof1an. Le bruit de 
" ceUe conquete se rcpandlt daOI I'Inde. Lcs roil de Pegou et del Bengale, 
" daDS la crainte que les Mogois be peoetr8Bsent plus avant, ra8llemhierent 
cc toute81elln tronpes, qui Ctoient environ all nombr,. tie 1l'0ixanU! mille hommes, 
" et deux mille elephanR." Liv. xvi, p. 176. He then proceeds (0 describe the 
eireul'lltltancfII of the battle in the wotdtl of oar autbor. In I'Histolre g~n. de In. 
Chille we Snd the fuUowjag pa •• agt! (alluded to in Note ~): " L'an J28i, A 
" 1& denxieme lune (an afFected preci.ion of the Cbineee annulillh) Nalml1Ulbtg 
(i. e. Nar4Htin for Nwreridin) de ,.dour du royaume de Mitfl-4inl, ou il avoit 
" ete envoye par Houpil&-han, lui eo parla comme d'une conquete aiRee .. (aire, 
" et sur eon rapport., l'empereur nom..,. Je prinee SftmIaow et Jea lieutenanll' 

" pnerau:r. Tai-pow, et Ye~, pour CGlbmander .'umee qu'j} destine A cette 
" e:r.~ditioD ." T. h, p. !tH. It 01., have been that thill r'eturn or the Mahome. 
tan sener .. t to court "' •• ubeeqaeat to the battle that bllS been deaeribed, ud 
that tIM tubjuptioa of Micr, alt&oagb dte eGftIet{at!'Qce of that battle, did'lIOt 
illllDeCliately f01)ow, 1m W8I the tNtiReu of aao6er eamptftp. 

CHA¥1'BIl 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

Of an urnnlUlbited r<gion. and 'If 1M kingd<Jm 'If Mien . 

. LEAVING the province of Kardandan, you entcr upon a. vast descent, BOOK II. 

which you travel without variation for two days and an half. in the CHA;-;L.l1I 

course of which no habitations are to be found. You then reach a sp~ 
cious plain,Hil whereon, three days in every week, a number of trading 
people assemble, many of whom come down from the neighbouring 
mountains, bringing their gold to be exchanged for silver, which the 
merchants who repair thither from distant countries carry with them for 
this purpose; 1172 and onc ~aggio of gold is given for five of silver. The 
inhabitants are not allowed to be the exporters of their own gold, but 
must dispo.qc of it to the merchants who furnish them with such articles 
as they require; and a;j none but the nativt's themselves can gain access 
to the pla('es of their re:;idence, so high and strong are the lituations, 
and so difficult of approach, it is on this account that the transactions 
of busiu('sq ,lre conducted in the plain. Beyond this, in a southerly di. 
rection, towards the confines of India, lies the city of Mien.87J The 
journey occupies fifteen Jays, through a country much depopulated, 
and forests abounding with elephants, rhinoceroses, and other wi!d 
beasts, where there is not the appearance of any habitation. 

NOTES. 

871. This must be understood of the plain at the foot or the YU/'fofl4tl mountains, 
alTeady "pokeR of in Note 858; from ",hence the river is said to be navignble to 

Ava. 

S7i. In conll("(lueIlCe of the strict regulations of the Cbinelle with rellpee! to tbe 
adaU8IIion of IItraowers witbin the bounds of the empire, it becomes lIece"sary for • 
the purpoeea of trade or exchange of commodities, that fail"B or markets should 
be held aD the frontier!!, where the merchants arrive at IItllted liR\PS with their 
tf'89CIe. ' ,( The princit*l artic:le of export from A va " says Symes " ill cotton. 
-, Thlt-loDnaodity is trantpOrted a.p tbe JfTTlflJaMy in large beats, B8 6U" •• 

. " Bmnoo, 
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BOOK II. " BlDfIDD, where it is bartered at the common jtf or mart, with Chi ... 
" mt'rchsnb. and conveyed by the laMer, partly by land and partly by water, 
" inlo the ChinCllc dominions:' P.325. Thus .Iso at the \illage of Tupa, near 
Si"ing, on tbe borders of 8M".,;; "00 y trouve I, says Du Halde "pre8que tout 
" ee qu'oo peu 80ubaiter de marchandises etnngerell et de 18 Cbise, divene& 
" drogues, du saffran, des duttes, du caWe, &c." 't. i, p. 40. 

CHAP. XLlII. 
N_ 

81S. In this plaCi!l tbere is 0. remarkable variation in the early Italian epitome 
trom all the other versions, and being of some importance in a geographical point 
of view, I .ball give the pas.age in it" own word.: ' ( Quando I'!lnomo se parti 
" de la provincia de Carnian ello trova una grande desmontada por laquale eUo 
" va doe zornade pur dCllcendendo, in laqual non e haLjtatione alchunlil. Inn sigl! 
" (glie) uno logo ill loqual se fa f(>ilta tre di a la 8etemcnn. hi tie da uno sazo 
" doro per v. dargento. E quando l'homo e andado queUe v. zornadc ella trova 
,I la provincia de l~/ich(Ji Jaquale contino. con l'India et c ven o 10 mezo di. 
" L 'bomo v~ ben xv zorn9d~ per lulvuzi pal'si. hi Be trova molti elephanti. e 
( I unicorni e molte bestie salvaze e non ge (glie) niuna babitation. Quando 
" I"homo ~ andado xv zornade ello trova una eita 1ft qual fla nome ftl;~" 
Capitoli :IC et :xci. From hence it is to be Undf>tBlood that upon descending from 
tbe heights of Kttraitm or Yun-nan, you do not immedietely euter the country or 
Mien or Aya proper, but after a journey of five days reacb the proyioce of Mkhai, 
wbich we may reasonably luppose to be the Md'/f'!J of our maps; and from thence, 
after travelling fifteen days, through forpsls, arriYf> at the capital. "The space 
" between Bengal and China " say~ Major Rennel I: ilO occupied by the province 
" of Mukl~!I' and other districts, subject to the king of Burma}, or Ava: .. 
(and again): " The king of Burmah, whose reputed capitnl is Am., and from 
" whence tbe wbole kingdom, though erroneously, iq often denominated, is Baid 
" to pos8ep., not only the country of Mcckl~J/, in addition to tbose of Pegu and 
" Burmoh, but also the whole tract which lies on the north of it, between China, 
" Thibet, and Allam." !\fern. ed.~, p.295·297. The mention of tbis interme· 
diate province adele much to tbe consistency of the narrative. 

CHAPTER XLIV. 

Of the cit,v 'If Mien, and 'If a grand sepukhre 'If ill king. 

CHAP. XLiV. An&R the journey of fifteen dap th.t has been mentioned, you reacb 
the city of Mien, which is Iarg~ IJIIIiIIiflcent, aad the rapi.rl!W the 

k~._, 
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kin~dom.874 The inhabitants are jpolaters, and have a language pe. nOOK n. 
eullar to themselves. It is related that there formerly reigned in th is -
country a rich and powerful monarch, who, when his death was drawing 
near, gave orde~ for erecting on the place of his ihterment, at thf' heau 
and foot of the sepulchre, two pyramidal towers, entirely of marble, 
ten paces in height, of a proportionate bulk, and each terminating with 
a ball.81a One of these pyramids was covered with a plate of gold, an 
jnch in thicknes!l. so that nothing besides the gold was visible; and the 
other with a plate of silver, of the same thickness. Around the balls 
were suspended small bells of gold and of silver, which sounded when 
put in motion by thc wind.87/i The whole formed a splendid object. 
The tomb was in like manner covered· with a plate, partly of gold and 
partly of silver. This the king commanded to be prepared for the 
honour of his soul, and in order that his memory might not perish. 
The Grand khan having resolved upon taking possession of this city, 
sent thither a valiant officer to effect it, and the army, at its own de!Jire, 
was accumpauicd hy SOlllC of the jugglers or sorcert!l1l, of whom there 
were always a great number about the court.1!7i When these entered 
the city, they observed the two pyramids so richly ornamented, but 
would not meddle with them until his majestts pleasure respecting them 
should be known. The Grand khan, upon being informed that they 
had been erected in pious memory of a former king, would not sUfi'''!f 

them to be violated nor injured in the smallest degree; the Tartars be· 
ing accustomed to consider as a heinous sin the removal of any article 
appertaining to the dead.87i1 In this country were found many ele. 
phants, large and handsome wild oxen,lIi!! with stags, fallow deer, and 
other animals in great abunuance. 

NOTES. 

814. 'fbe pre&ent capital, called Ummet'apoortl or dmrapura, is a city of 1110· 

dern dale. Thill of Mien must therefore eithpr have bccn the old city of Aw, 
now iD tUiDII, or some one of earlier times, the IIcot of govcrnment having been 
elWn cWged. ,( Pagahm" 8ays Syme8 "is luid to ha,"e m-en the rCllidf'nce of 
" lorif:l .. e Illcc.,.."ive monarch., and was aba.ndoncd 500 yean! ago, in conHequence 

.. 8M .~ 
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BOOK: n. " of a divine admonition: whatever to», be its true biawry, it certainly was onee 
" 8 place of no ordinary splendour." 't. 269. The coincidence of dates is here 

CHAP. XLI\', remarkable, U!4 tbe elapsed period of five cf;lnturie. would place the ruin of 
Notel. Pagahm in 1295, or just about tbe time of the MUllgal conquest. 

815. Tempipil of a pyramidal form, both with square and circular bases, are 
found wherever tbe religion of Buddha prf>vaiJs. Many of tbeae, on a magni6cent 
scale, are deflcribed by Colonfl\ Symes, in the ('ourle of his joumey ' to Ava. 
" The object ia Pegue tbat roost attracts and most merits notice (be observes) 
U is the noble edifice of Shoemadoo or the Golden Supreme ... It i':l u pyramidical 
" building, composed of brick and mortar, without excavation or aperture of any 
u 110M j octaf("onaJ at the ba!lf', and spiral at the top .. . The whole is crowned by 
" n tet' or mnbrella, of open iron work ... The circumference of the In is fifty-six 
i. feet ... It ill. gilt, and it is said to be the intention of the king to gild the whole 
" of the spire." P. J86, and Plaic. Tbis circular tt"t: is probably whot our author, 
Of" his tmRslatora, have termed a ball. I[n fJ peaking of another religious building, 
Symeq adds: "The boundless e~penditure of gilding on parts {'~pos{'d tID the 
" weathl'r, as well 8S in the inside, cannot fll.i1 to impreAs a stranger with asto­
H nillbment at the richnclOG of the decoration." P. 901. GiJdirlfj', howtl\'(!t", and 
not plating with gold or silver, is lu're mpntioned; but the buHdingq desrrihPd 
by the Colonel are of prodigioll'l magnitude; whereas the pyramids of which our 
author speoks were no morc than ten paces in height. In the Asiat. Kes. vol. ii, 
p. !HO.]4" will be found an aecount of small pyramidal temples, with ornaments 
richly gilt, in the kingdom of Nepal. 

876. " Round the lower limb of the tet:" says Symes" are appended a number 
" of beUs, which, agitated by tbe wind, make a continual jingling." P. J89. 
H Dno sunt inter cetera magnificaidolorum templll, (at Bhatgiin, u city of Nepal.) 
" HaGent in projecturiR tecH seriem campanulant"" qu~ diu noctuqu(' vento 
" agilat.ae sonorum concentum edunt." Alphub.1'ibet. p. 484. This circumstance 
of smaH bens suspended to the lofty parts of buildings, to be put in motion by 
the wind, unknown as it is amongst tbe ornaments of European architecture, is 
anotht'r of the numerou'i minute criteria by which tbe genuineness of our author's 
relation is placed beyond aU candid doubt. The bells "ere of COUr'ge, not of 
gold, but of gilt meta). 

877. In Ramusjo', text these penoRI 1'fbo aecosapauied tJw army are styled 
gtocoklri overo buffS,.;, bat io tbat of the et.rly epitome, *"gofmi e inccudadori, 
which givetl 1.0 intelligible eenle; 8S we boW', both frOtO preceding p888Bges of 
,he work and from general information of the maDnert of tIIese couDtr.., that 
diviner! 01" religiou. jugglel'll have alway. formed a part of til. ita&' of a 'Uitary 

ehief, 
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chief, who is either iDAuonoed by their prognostications, Ol'makes tbem subser- BOOK. u. 
~ieDt to bij! designs. PUrchUIl in his verA,a caUs them" jesters," but in Harri,.'s CH -

II t
· f AP. XlJIY. 

co ee Ion 0 voyageil, ' edited by CampbeU, aud in 90me modern publications, the N 
d 

-wor "cavalry" is discreetly lubstituted, 8S being more appropriate. There 
appears, however, to be something defective in the story, and that a ;;entcDc~ has 
been omitted, which should follow that in which the appointment of a valiant 
officer is mentiGbed. 

878. Thill laudable respect shewn by the Tartar tribes to the lianetity of the 
grave, bus brell tho occasion of the Rngllian!! discovering in the burial places of 
tbele people a great numoor aDd variety of undisturbed articles, as well u large 
deposits of the preciou!J metalM, which former conquerol'8 biid not presumed to 
violate. ,~ In thClic tombs" says Strahlenbcrg" are found all SOrts of vessels, urns, 

" wearing-apparel, ornaments and trinkets, cimetars, daggers, horse-trappings, 
" knives, all sorbl of little idols, "eda18 of gold and silver, ebess-boards, and 
" chesa-men of gold; as also large golden plates on which the dead bodies haYf' 
" hten laid." P . 364. "The lIurprising quantity" says Coxe '" of golden oma­
" mcnts fOUDU in the tombs of Siberia, were they not evident to sigbt, would 
" exceed a II !>elief." 

879. 'fhis is not the chowry-tailed ox, yak, or bos grunnieus, described by 

Turner, amI mentioned by our autbor in Book I. Cbap.li, and in Note 436, 
which is the native of a eolder regioQ;,; but the gayal or bos gaveus, an animal 
found wild in th{' provinces on the eaatern side of Bengal, aDd fuUy dt:8Cribp.d ill 
Vol. viii of the Asiat. Researches. 

CHAPTER XLV. 

Of the province 'If Bangaw. 

THE province of Bangala is situated on the southern confines of CH:\". XLV. 

India,'" and was (not yet) brought under the dominion of the Grand 
k/um at the time of MARCO POLO'S residence at his court; (although) 
the operMi0l18 a.gainst it occupied his army for a considerable period, 
the Ofllutry being strong and its king powerful, as has been related.881 

8Mq It 
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It has its peculiar language. The people are wonhippen ot idols, and 
amongst them there are teachers, at the head of schools for ir;ptruction 
in tbe principles of th~r idolatrous religion and of· necromancy, whose 
doctrine prevails amongst all ranks, including the nobles and chiefs of 
the couotry.882 .. Oxen are found here almost as tall as elephants, but 
not equal to them in bulk.883 The inhabitants live upiP 8eah, milk, 
and dee, of which they have abundance.llb( Much cotton is grown in 
the country, aDd trade flourishes. Spikenard, galaogaJ, ginger, sugar, 
and many sorts of drugs are amongstthe productions of the 'Soil; 8M 

to purchase which the merchants from various parts of India resort 
thither. They likewise make purCha!$1.:8 of euuuchs, of whom there are 
Dumbers in the country, as slaves; for all the prisonec!J taken in war are 
presently emasculated j and as every prince and person of rank is de. 
sirous of having them for the custody of their women, the merchants 
obtain a large profit by carrying them to other kingdoms and thenvlis­
posing of them.B86 This province is thirty days journey in extent, and 
at the eastern extremity of 1t lies a country named Kangjgu. 

NOTES, 
• 

880. The name or" Banxnln, as applled in thi8 place to tbe kingdom of Betgal, 
approaches nearer to the genuine pronunciation and orthograpby (Bongulnh) 
than that in which we are accu8tomed to write the word. 

881 .. It is obyioUIi that in Ramu8io'" text tbe Behle of this pe.Ultge is perverted 
by tbe omiuion of the negative, whicb I haye ventured to rrstore in the transla­
tioo. The words are: " La proviDcia di Bangata ~ posta lie' conSoi dell' Jodie 
" verso mezo dJ, Jaqual 81 tempo che M. Marco Polo stava alia corte, iJ gran 
" Can Ja aottomeRfle al .uo imperio, e ltette l'hOfite 8UO gran tempo .U' a8ledio di 
U queUa." But the Latio vertioo, 00 tbe COlJtnry J say.: U Baogata provincia 
" ~ m.~di~ ~tioil eat Jndie, quam magnul Cham mmdMm .ubegerat, cum ego 
" In cuna Ilbu. verurer, ted ad expugaaDdum e:r.ercitulD miaerat :" lIod thi. i» 
corroborated by the Itillian epitome where it i, tbue espreaaed: " Dire ,e voglio 
: d~ J~ proviocia de ~.ngaJa, la~ulI)e e nfiJi confini de India. Lu. Ii e una pro-

'Inela laqulte non 1 haven acqUiltada tutta 10 gran Chan, quando io Marco 
" 'Ihort ._ ' be ve?ne .. a a t. e 1Oa.: gla .. gente ••• era De acampo per coDquiltarla." 
If tblS mlatake on the put of Ramuaio ... u Dot merel,. aceideataJ, it IIMIIt ha,. 

aneea 
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• ri.en from a wrong imprcuioll given by the foregoing account of the defeat of the 
king of M,itn ~r ..411a, .who .~vellnl to have 8t)'led bimlelf king of Bangala all1O. 

An extraordmary dMiocatlOn of the matter of the work i8 observable in this 
pari of the early Italian vel"8ioll ; 8S the chapter "bid, immediately precedes (be 
P&8iilSe just quoted (xciii) contaiM the account of the mode of organl.ing the 
gra~~ Tartar armies, ~n decimal , progression; which fOrnlR tbe l ubject of Chap. 
XlvIII, Book Z. of this tran.labon. III the JaUe r it w consistently introduced; 

but he. is entirely out of place. In tbe Bade edition it i8 not to be found in 
either part of tbe work. 

882. This pUllagee has an obvious reference to the Hindu schuols of philollOphy, 
where the doctrine of tlil" ~dm and lastrtu is explained by learned pandilai and 
gurus, in all the principal cities of Bpngal and lIiudustall. The eh'handas, 
tonlra ,astra, or art of necromancy is considered by theS(' people lUI one of the Bix 
great" ongaJ or bodie!l of lea rning." 

8§3. Jf it were rair to justify oue rxaggeration by another, the authority f1f a 
II d'ritit h officer," quoted by Kt·rr and Turton in tbeir tralli lution of the Systema 
Nature of Linn~u'l, might bl' u,Muced in lIupporl of I\ur lIuthor'l! account of the 
oxen of Bengal: 'fhe former of ",horn wa .. let! to de!lcrihe 11 nd figufC, IIIlrler the 
name of boJ aNl~~, an animal fourtt~l'n ft'1"t in height (but reduced by the l'lller to 
eifht ft,C' t) said 10 hlloYe heen met in tilt' country above Denga l ; hut which proves 
to be only the wild huffalo, Ih"'re called ama. ThE' buffilolo, howevcr, or hOJ 
OuIJa!lu, " a verylliarge and formidahi" animal," is ofier'\1lrdll distinctly men. 
tioyd by our author. and what iii here said can apply 10 no oI her than the g&yaJ 
or 60, gfft'a'lU, which abound, in some of the eac;tenl dilltridll, Itnd can only in a 
figurative !Oelllle be compared to the elephant. See Note 879, aOfI Mr. Colehrooke's 
paper on.. the subject of thi.!! specieg 01' ox , in the Ailiatic ItCl<('o rC'hes, where it is 
deacribed as being If nearly of the size and shapt! of the Enjtlish bull .",.. (am 
a .. ured, at tbe sallie tinn:, by a friend , that ill the counie of a 1I1If\'ey he hag met 
aod been under the oecelllOity of tlllclJontering some of a much larger size, 

SSi. Rice and milk 511'0 chief articles of sustenance with the native!! of Bengol, 
but although olany of their castel ure free from scruplcs about eating an! kind of 
meat excepting beer, the auertion jllioo strong, that fl esh ill their ordillary food. 
It ;8 evk.lcnr indeed that our author', ideas of the country are forlhL-d upon what 
.e ,b.d lle(>n, or learned, of tbe people inhabiting the mountai uous districts by 
W'Jaic.b llenga! is bounded 00 the e&litern lide, where the maDners are widely 
diluent from those which prevail on the banka of tho Ganges and wlu~re tbe 
(ayaJ..oz, lUI ",ell all deer, "ild bar, ana "ild animals in general, Ilre commoilly 
.. teg .. food. The nature and utent o .... tbe tcrupletl of those amongllt the 

mountailleen • 

8ooKII. 
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mountaineers who prote88 llihJw.~, ma, be ju~ed !l' from the following 
pall88lcil in Mr. Colebrook-e'iI paper JUK qt1oted: " The Hindlls iu this province 

" (CkolflHll' 01' C";UtJKDR~) will not kill the Ktibny, "hi~ they hoJel in equal 
" veneration with the cow; but the .J..tl'gojl6.1 or Sew, they hunt and kill as they 
" do the wild lMaffalo. The animal here alluded to is another spl'cies of gaydl 
" found wild .ia .. biB.," "With regard to the Billdus scrupling to kill a 
" KtI!/al (says Mr. Dick, "'PeakinA' of the people ot Sillttlaod C6.c:Jt;IIor or Kachar) 
" I could not obtain a direct 1l1I,,,er; as the word" go " is affixed to OrllP of the 
" names, from wbicb they infer that it.;partakcs of the cow, Bnd are afraid 
" positively to dt'Clare, that it is not improper to kill tho animal." "Tht' 
It (lIeU (KrJklt) and Nogal 81'0 food (If the meat; alld Iherefure constantly keep 
" sutb cattle, and eat their fle-sb; aild often nAe pre!lentll of them to tbe raja 
" of edch'IUI'." Vol. viii, p. 495·8. , 

885. These are well known productions of Bengal and the adjoining provin. 
ces: particulRrly the artide of sugar, which is extensively cultivated, and ex­
ported to many parts of Asia, as well 8& to Europe. "Si 6t zuc.chero biao,fO C 

" boono," says Odoardo Barbosa "ma non 10 sanno fare in pani, ma in polvere 
" ••• (! ne C4ricano molte navi per divel"8e parti." Raiuusio, vol. i, fol. ,sI5-i. 

8861 That the COIlrts RDd haranu of India abouoded with eunuem. who onen 
attained to tbe highest offices of the state, appears from all tbe histories of tbe,t 
country, but it is not generally understood tbat any llumbt>r of them were aup­
plied from Sellga1. .1t must be ob:;erved ifld~d tbat with tbe exception of a few 
meagre notice9 in Ferillhta's hittor.fl we are ignorant of the affuirs and ~ 
etpecially of the manners of the people of that country in the thirteenth century, 
and even the dates of iri~criptioDs on some of the principal buildings in Gaur or 
LukRtJUti, considered 118 its untieDt capital, are no earlier thun the ifteenth. 
From tie writings ot' llllrho!w., bo .... rver, which 'were finished in 1516, and of tbe 
geouinene&!l of which 110 well informed reader cau doubt, we learn that in hi" 
time the practice of emasculation preniled there, although not amongst t~ 
Hindu natives, to wh08r ideas it would be abhorrent. H Le Mori merc:atanti 
II dl qlte8ta citta," he say~, speakiDII of tbe capitul of BengaJ, "vanno fra terra 
" n comprar gll.tltoni piccoli~i dalli. lor padri e madri ~ntili, e da Bltri che ,Ii 
" rubbano e Ii C8strano, l('vando gli via il tutt.., di &ot'te que restaDo rui come 
" la palma della Olano: ct alcuni di quefti moiooab, rna queIli ehe scampano, gli 
" aUevano molto bene, e poi Ii vendoho per eento e ,duC&lrto doca.ti l'uoo alii­
" Mon di Persill, che gli 8ppftuano moito, per tabetJi In guardia delle lor donne 
" e deJla lor rebba." ~ '16. 

CH~PTER 
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CHAPTER XLV!. 

Of the province Q[ Kangigu . 

KANG/GU is a province situated towards the east,BS? and is governed BOOK II. 

by a king. The people al'c idolaters, have a peculiar language, and CH/r.;:;;,VI. 

made a voluntary submission to the Grand kIron, to whom they pay an 
annual trilmtc. The king is devoted to semunl pleasures. He has a. 
bout three hundred wives, a4I when he hears of any handsome woman, 
he sends for her, and adds her to the number.eaa Gold is found here 
in large quantities, and al~o many kinds of drug~. but being au uuand 
country, distant from the sea, there is little opportunity of vending 
them, There are elephants in abundance, and other bea:lts. The in-
habitants live upon flesh, ricc, and milk. They h:we no wine made 
from gral)t~s , but prC!pare it from rice and a mixture of drugs. Both 
men and women have their boJies punctured all over, in figures of 
beasts ami birds.!I!i') and there are among them pra('titionc('s whose sole 
employment It is to trace out these ornaments with the point of a needle, 
upon the hands, the legs, and the breast.~!:/O When a black colouring 
stuft' has heen rubbed over these punctures, it is impossible, either by 
water Of otherwise, to eHace the marks. The man or woman who l'X-

hibits the greatest profusion of these figures, is esteemed the mo:,t 

handsome. 

NOTES. 

887. The country here named Kallgigll, in the older L,ltill version Knlldga, 
aud in the early Italiun epitome, Corgingu, appearing to h e in tht' route irot» the 
easterD part of Bengal lO\lfard(l, the northern part of the Blrmall country, mlly be 

either tbe Coch'har mentioned iu Note 884, situated between .fit/hd. 11.1111 llJddc.V, 
or else Kassa!!, between the latter and ADa. The trrnunating ~yllahle gu Iilay 
probably be the Chinel.le word kowe or kut! ., kingdum," which will he Been in the 

Jesuit's map to prevail in that quarter. 

888. ID Mr. Colebrooke's piper (referred ~o in Note 881) the raja of Cach'/wr 
is .pokeD of as a Clhlllr{'1tJ of the S"".Yahtm~·i race. In forRler timell his territory 

rnoy 
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rna,. have bHn more extenei"e, and bit reTenue more adequate to the mainte. 
nance of a haram of lucb magnitude, than they 81'e at Ihe p1"Cgent day. The 
epitome reduce! the numb('r to one hundred: "1 .. 0 1'e h. ben cento moiere." 

889, See Note 855 on the subject of tbe practico of taUowing-. As it iii known 
to prevail in the Birmah or AM country, the presumption iI~ stren,!Cthened by 
tbis similarity of habita, tbat Kangip i8 in itH 'f'icinity. In tbe Mem. concern. 
let Chinois we find meution of the people of IAfHchoua, undertltood to be tbOtio 
of Laos, of whom it is said: C( III IOnt d' un naturel fCroce; iIs Ie font nee une 
Ie aiguiIJe dell Ularqucs pllr tout Ie COrpll: ces marques sont de8 fleurs, que rien 
II ne sauroit effacer ." T . xiv, p. 291. But the .country of Laos ill on the ealltern 
aide of AM, nnd this of Kangigu would aeem t"ic on the north-weltern. 

890. The monn('r in which Purchas hall thought fit to parody Rnd give un air of 
ridicule to this pa8l1oge, presents a curiollS specimen of hilllltyJe and of the liberty 
he takes with hi ll ori~in" I : ' I And there be profCIIIlOf'll" he write!! "of thi, foolish 
" art Hf fl ellh-emhroiderie, which use no other trade but this nf'~dlc-worke, Hnd 
" dying of fooleH kinnef." in Harri!"s Collect. of voyugetl lbese burle.;que terms 
nrc r<'pcated as if th,, )" were a translation of the text: hut our author'" aCtount 
of tbe pl" .... ctice i ll all 6eriOIl'i as it ill consilllent with known facts. 

CHAPTER XLVII. 

Of the province 'If Amu. 

AJiU also is situated towards the eut,891 and its inhabitants are sub­
jects of the Grand khan. They are idolaters, and life upon the flesh 
of their cattle and the fruits of' the earth. They have a peculiar Ian. 
guage. The country produces many horses and oxen, which are sold to 
the itinerant merchants, and conveyed to India. Buffaloes alto, as wen 
as oxen, are numerous,trn in collsequence of the extent and excellence 
of the pastures. Both men and women wear rings, of gold and silver, 
upon their wrists, arm., and legs; but those of the females are the 
more costly. TJle distance between this province and that of Kangigu 
is twenty.five days journey. We shall now speak of a province named 
Tholoman .ituated eight ·daysjourDe, from the former. , 

NOTES. 
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891. Am .. appears to correspond in situation "ith BanUI, wbich i. dfllCribed BOOl[ II. 
~Y Symes 1.8 a frontier province between the kingdom of the BirmaJu and YUIHICII 

In ~hina. "Their real character" he says, speaking of certain Chinese envoy', CHAP. XLvrr. 
"ddt' \ 'h NOIe. 

I no me ug cr than that of a provincial dt>putation from IJfonchegee or . 
" Hunan, (he south·west province of China, which bordt·,... ('8 the kingdom of 
" AWl: .• Thc>y 'lad accompanied the governor of Bamoo, which i8 tbe frontier 
:; proYI~Jce, to th~ capita1." P.~. "Six daYB journey from Bamoo, near the 

~onberH of Chma, there arc mmes of gold and silver." P.32.j.. Sec aI.'IO p. 325. 
It 18 to be regretted that more information respecting 8 district &0 situated "u Dot 

obtained. 

892, TlmBc arc the bOI bubalu~ and bof gaotell" Sec Note 88S. 

CHAPTER XLVIU. 

Of Tholcman. 

THE province of Tfw/omarllies towards the east,S!).1 and its inhabitants CHAP.XLVIII. 
arc idolaters. They have II. peculiar language, and are subjects of the 
Grand khan. The people arc tall and good-looking j their complexions 
inclining rather to brown than fair. They a re just in their deal~Dgs. 
ami brave in war. Many of their towns and castles are situated upon 
lofty mountains. They burn the bodies of their dead; and the bo. 
that arc not reduced to ashes. they put into wooden boxes, and carry 
them to the mountains, where they conceal them in caverns of' the 
rocks, in order that no wild animal may disturb them.1I94 Abundance of 
gold is found here. For the ordinary small currency they usc the por. 
celain shells that come from India; and this sort of money prevails also 

in the two before-mention~d provinces of K01Igigu and Am". Their 
food and drink are the same that has been already mentioned. 

NOTES, 

898. No name resembling Tltolomon, Toloman, or Cowman, a8 tbe word ap­
ptlan in dif'fe .... nl venion!, ill to be found in any map or deBtription of the8e parts; 

" N but 
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BOOK IL bu.t as tbe circumitaDCoes litated render it probable that the country &pOken of is 
. -x'VJ that of the people variously.called Birmuhs, Burmahf, Bomanr, nod Burmans, 

CHAP. Oi 11 . . 
we may conjecture that the word was intended for Po-lo-man, which 18 .own to 

Not~. . I 
be the moti(> in whieh the Chincso pronounce Burman and Brahman, and by whle:: I 

they oOen designate the people of India in general. "La royauOIc de Fo" saY8 
P. Gaubi4;." Cit anciennt'ment appclle Ie royaume de Po-lo-men." Hist. nbr6g. de 
I'Ai>lr. Chill. p. 123. "About A. D. 950" says Morrison's Chinese Diet. "a 
" P~mun (Brahmun) priost WUII at Peking; and by the order of the emperor 
" Kem-tih, three hundred Sha-mUlI (priests) went to India to procure books, 
"&c." P. \,. 

894. The ceremonies practiltCu by certain mountaincel'~ of Ava or the Burma" 
country, nallled Ka.!ln, hear Il -:. frong I"c<;cmhlancc to what is her!' dl'srrihc·d: 
" They burn their dead " ~i1ys SynlE's hand aftl'rwalds coHC'ct their ush('s in 1111 
u urn, Wl1ich tlU'y convC'y to a hOIl~C, w.! if the urn ('ontains tht' relics of a 
" man, tbey kC'ep it ::o ix dar. if of a woman, five; after which it is carried to 
u the place uf intctluclII, UIId dt:vu~itcd Ln a grave, and on the sod that COVCrii it, 
" is laid 'f,woodcn image oMhc derl'u<;ed , to pray to the mounzillg (dcity) and 
" prot{'ct the bones und IUohes," He added" that the mounzing resided Oil the 
" great mouula*'Gnowa, ",here the images of the {It'ad are deposit pd." EmbasilY 
to Ava, p. 447. 

CHAPTEIt XLIX. 

Of 1M cities 'if Chinligui. Sidi71fu. Ging.i. and Pozm!fo. 

CHi\ P. XLIX. LEAvtN4J the province of, TIuJ1cman, and pursuing a course towards 
tbe eut.895 you travel for twelve da.ys by a river. on each side of which 
lie many towns and castles, when at length you reach the large and 
handsome city of Clun~i.~G the inhabitants of which are idolaters, 
and are the subjects of the Grand khan. They al'e traders and artisans. 
They make cloth of the bark of certain trees, which looks well and is 
the ordinary summer cltbing of both sexes.891 The men are brave 
warriors. They have no other kind of money than the stamped paper 
of his majesty.898 

In 
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In thig province the tigers are so numerous, tba! the inhabitants, 
from apprehension of their ravages, cannot venture to sleep at night 
out of tneir towns, and those who navigate the river dare not go to rest 
with their boats moored near the banks; for thc'Ie animals hR'V8 been 
known to plunge into the water, swim to the vessel, and drag.the men 
from thence; but find it necessary to anchor in the middle of the stream, 
where, in consequence of its great width, they are in safety.99' In this 
country are likewi~e found the largest and fiercest dogs that can be met 
with: so courageous aud powerful arc they, that a maot with a couple 
of them, may be an over-match for a tiger. Armed with a bow and 
arrows, and thus attended, should he meet a. tiger, he sets on his intre· 
pid dogs, who instantly advance to the attitk. The animal instinctively 
seeks a tree, against which to pIa. himself, in order that the dogs may 
not be able to get behind him, Ilnd that he may have his enemies in 
front. With this intent, as soon as he perceives the dogs, he makes 
towards the tree, but with II. slow pace, and til no means fun'liing. that 
he may not shew any signs of fear. which his pride wi'ld not allow. 
During t11is deliberate movement tlle dogs fasten upon him, and the 
man plies him with his arrows. He, in his turn, endeavours to seize 
the dogs, but they arc too nimble for him, and draw back, when he 
resumes his slow march; but before he can gain his position, he has 
been wounded by so many arrows, and so often bitten by the dogs, t.bat 
he fall s through weakness and from loss of blood. By these means it is 
that he is at length taken.900 

There is here an extensive mallufactu re of silks, which are exported 
"in large quantities to other parts,901 by the navigation of the river, 
which continues to pass amongst towns and castles; and the people 
subsist entirely by trade. At the end of twelvE' days, you arrive at the 
city of Sidin.fu, of which an account has been already given.m From 
thence, in twenty days, you reach Gi~gui, and in four days more, the 
dtyof Pa::.an:fu,903 which belongs to Kataia, and lies towards the south, 

in returDing by the other sid~ of the p:ovincef The inhabitants wor_ 
ship idoJ .. and burn the bodIes of theJr dead. There are here also 
certain Christians, who have a church.906 They are subjects of the 
Grand khan, and his paper~money is current amongst them. They 

~N~ gain 
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BOOK. n. gain their Jiving by trade and maOJlfacture, ha.ving silk in aUundance, 
- of which they weave tissues mixed with gaM, and also very fine scarfs. CH.A.P. XLIX. 

This city has many towns and castles under its jurisdiction • .901 "h greAt 
river flows beside it, hy means of which large quantities of merchandise 
are conveyed to the city of Kanbalu j for by the digging of many ca­
naIs it is made to communicate with the capital.!IOS But we shall take 
our leave of this, and proceeding three days journey, speak of another 
city named Chon.glu. 

NOTES. 

895. The countries la.s.t spoken of aPlVr indubitably to have belonged to thut 
region which geographers term" India eitra Gang-em." These our uuthor'" route 
now leaves behind, and wyal follows an the remaining chaptcn. of this book, ap­
plies only to Chma or ils'rediate dependencit's. The tt"UII'Iitioll, however, is 
remarkailf obscure, a.nd there seems to bt> much room to doubt, 1I0twith&tanding 
the enumerati~of stages, whether the s<'quel Hhould Ile rt'gllrdcd tlfl a continua­
tion oCthe sami"journey, or, ai the notice!. collt>1:tc-d hy him, upon other occasiolJal 

visits to the different proviucl's . 

896. We cannot discover in the south ... rn part of Jim'llall (towardli which he 
might be supposed to have returned) any city resembling f'/unii-Sui or Cldnti-giu 
in Dame; but a material difference hl'lween the text of Ramusio and tlm'!e of the 
other versions, occurs here, which might be hoped to afford a clue for tracing tlle 
,.-ogress of the roule. According to tbe former our Iluthor prosecutes his journey 
from TkolQmrm, b) the course of a river, (whether wholly or in part ouly, is not 
clearly C](pre8sed) to the city abovementioned. In the Busle edition, 011 thl' C.I'A 

trary, it is said; "A provincia Th%man ducit iter venus orientem ad pr~jflriam 
" Gingui, ilurque duodecim diebus juxta fluviuRI (IUelldam, donee perv{'niatur 
" ad civitatem grandem Sil1"glu:" and in the early Italian epitome, "Cuigui 
U lie una provincia verso oriente Jaqual ello trov~ I'homo quando !IC parti da 
u Toloman tu vai 8U per uno fiume per xii zornade trovando cita e castelli: e 
" trovi Ia cata de Similgu grande e nobile;" to which city of Sinulglt or Similgu 
are attributed all the circumstancell above related of Cintigui. If the reading of 
Cri-gui or Kui-giu be mo~rrect than the othen, we might conjecture it to be 
intended for the ChiDese pi.wwu:e of Koej·cheu or Quei-rheu, which, adjoining to 
tbat of Yun-non 00 the eastern side. would be in point of direction. no uolikely 
road to tbe capital. 

891. )0 
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897. III' the Soulb"6ea islands, Sumatra, and probably iu,pu;tl;t parts of tbe 
eastern arcbipelugo, a kind o( c10tlJ III prepared from tbe inner hark of certain 
trces, brbeating it with a wooden inbtrument until it acquirc8 sufficient pliability 
and lineness. SULh may be the cloth here detlcrihed; but tbe Chinese alto wcaVf' 

stuffs from tht' fibroulo bar}. of different plants:. 

898. The circumlltancc of the emperor's paper money being currerit, shews 
that the country here spoken of was an IIItcgrai purt of the empire, and n~t one 
of its remote ilepcndencic .. , where the sovereignty WU8 more !lominal than real. 

899. N U1\lcrou~ in<;lllllCell arC' recorded of bOllts l.K'ing attacKed, at night, by 
tigE'r"', 1Hllong~t thl' alluvial i'liDllIh, at the /JJouth of tllO Gareges," called tbe 

Sun!krllllm/~, aud 1I0metimes it happcm. tlMt whole cr('w'l arc destroyed whi.lst 
1I1t'('lllJlg 0 '1 ooard. "Il, ... upon account of th. tigt'rll" ('lor Tavernier, ill tbe 
n'l"tiou of 1m jouru!') to Kachrmirc, ,.her!' he "peaks inCHlentally of Bengal; 
hot whitll 110 lwl found In the French C()itlOlI of Jb79, 121110.) " th:lt for peopJe 
II tr,l\'clllOg between th('lo(' little i ... lcB in ... mall boat:~ all tllt'y usually do) it is 
" d"f~crfJu" III many pldCC'" to land; I)l'~ide~ !{reaf care j" 10 be hud that the boat, 
" which in the night is r."'lcn£'d to tree", be Iiot too Ilf'ar the bank, ibl'there are 
H now nnd thpJ) 11001(' men ... urpriied; and r hal'!.' heard lll>aid",at tigers bave 
" h(·(·n so hold a ... to conll' into th e boat~, aurl to carry away men that wero 
cc " ... Iepr." Set' Trawl), &c. hcc(lnd part, p. 141, cd. 1684, ro. 

900. If Ihp bl"ast here spoken of be actually the tiser lind not the lion (of which 
laUer none arf' found III China) It lIlust be confessed thut the manners ascribed to 
hlln ill till!. !>tory arc "cr)' dlffercnt from lho~c which usuollly mark his f(·line ~ha. 
lader. In til(' (lId English verMOII of 1579 (rrom thc Spanish) It i ... !lot the lion 
or tiger, hut the elcphallt tbat I!> ~aid to be th(' subJect of thili mode or baiting 
with" mastie-dogges." 1 um as~urcd, however, that dogs do attack both ligers 

.... ufd leopard .... 

901. The trade in wrollght silks denotes this to be a place in Cbina, and to tbe 
routh or tlIC YellolV river, beyond which the silk.worm iii not reared for the pur. 

poses of mallufacture. 

902. From the context we might be led to infer that the Si.<finJu here spokeD 
of Ahould he the lIume place Qo; tIle Cldnl;.gui mentioned at the commencement of 
this chapter, inasmuch O!l the journey of twelve .,8 from 7'ho./t)o,mUJ il here 
~ referred to; but on the otber IHind we are niUcn 1II0re. cJeiuly given to 
u'bdentand that it is the city before described (in chap. XXXVI) by the nallle of 

SilJodin.jV, and whicb was 8bewn (in Noh .. 786) to be intended for Ching"'"!", ~hfl 
, capital 
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capital of the pre ... ince of Sto('hutn. This would lie in the route from 
the province of YutJ.nan towards the cit, of Peking. 

An and 

003. In this part of thp work, indeed, we perceive a more than u~ulll degree 
of pf"rplexity in the g(·ograpbical matter, which is increased by a wiant of ngree­
ment in ~he several version'!, not merely in orthography, but in the enlire !lames of 
places, 88 "'CUIllI in circumstances. The journey of twenty daYl:I staled in Ibmu-
8io's text, is not mentioned either in the Latin version or carly Italian epitome, 
and it appenrs in the first in .. tnncf' uncertain whether hy Gin-gui is here meant 
that southern pavince which ill tbe luttcr is lIamed Cui-gu;, and IIR'! 1I0£'1I conjec­
tured to be KOCi-chf'll, or whethf'f it may have bren int('lld('d for Ki~Mu on the 
Kiang, or ·(ad .. iuiog a larg£" hiatus in the journal) for IIllother KitH:hnl, in the 
province of PN:h~-li. 10'01· th{, city, Iikewillf', which Ramusio oaow\! Pllza,,!u, 
the other ver/;jon~ "'peak of Clluc!t;lIllnd Crmcasu. But in addition (0 til(' confusion 
of names, we have, lit this point, n n. difficulty to contt"nd with : for D9 the 
general couMle of the journ£"y half httterly h€'f'n to the east, all cxpre~!\ed in the 
text, or to thp. norlh·f"a~~ 89 inferred from Jlositions, so, lit this plllc(', and from 
hencefor2rd, we find it "scribM all lending to the south: although fro. the 
precedingthapters it miSM 118em thnt th(' southern pro,·inces of Chilla had been 
bot just ente~ from tht' lIide of Mif'n or A va. Qur author'lI want of accut1lc) 
in bearings, alj they re"pf'ct the int£'rmediatc point'l. of the compa"~, has oilen 
required the exercis(' or indulgence; but this cannot be ('xtended to the miqlaking 
north for south; nor would even a correction of thi !> nature in one or two ill­
stances, avail liS ; for we shall presently find him approaching tli(' Yellow river 
from the northern side, cros~illg that river, and. in th(' continuance of his 
southerly COIIl'ge, describing well known places between it and the Kiang, which 

he likewise crossell, in hili wny to the province ef Fo-kiul. 
It is consequently in one or other of the most northern provincell that we should 

make OUf lie-arch for Pluan:fu, and we AhaU be fully ju~ti6ed in drawing the 
conclusion. that a fresh itinerary, hitherto unnoticed, all it would seem, by any. 
ediwr or commentator, has commenced from lIome place in tbe vicinity of the 
capital: and that the fruitles~ attempt to connect this with the former route, 811 

t01Jllitut;ng one journey, hBS chiefly given rille to the confusion of which every 
reader who has endeavoured to follow the course of the travels, mUllt have found 
re&IOn to complaio. 

904. It will be seen on reference to Chap. xniii of thill Book and Note 750, 
that about a mile from ~n'n of' TM>-Cheu, in tile pro,ince of PMhNi, tbe 
roads are .aid to divide: tite one leading to the lOuth.western, and the o~er to 
the .outb-eaatera proyillees. The first Wb that which our author PUrtUN io. 
hi. former route, and has cJe.eribM to • certain point, where either hi. on,iaal 

memoran-
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memorandums left it incomplete, or, hi!> early transcribers, to avoid the mono- BOOK II. 
lonoU!I t£'pplition of unknown and to them uninter('~ting nnmeg, were induced to 
t . . b CHAP. XLIX. 
ermlllBte J11I ruptly. The laHer rond, to the south-cast is that upon which, he is 

nlM" about to cnter, although without ally explicit notice of the chauge j for it 
must he observed, that even the ohscure hint of" return ing by the other side of 
" the provinc('," i~ peculial to Ramu -; io's vl"rsion. Under thcconviction, there. 
forc, 01';1 new itinerary having commenced about this part of the Ilarrative, from 
~omc place ncar T SfH'hcll, where till' road'! divide, we arc naturally led' to 
con~id(,I' the city nolV C"lliled Ilo·kkn:fu (t he fir st in the southern routc) a<; the 
Pa--za,,-!u of Italilusio'" text or C(l.-r(lll -.~" (for fu) of the B(ISle edition; the 
probability of WlllCh, however discordan t the sound of the name;" we shall find 
(0 be strcngthened 01 wc proceed to the account or place!! lIuhsequcnt!) visited. 
Ilo-kien:fu (the lir~t 'l)'llahle of which it Tartar would pronounce K o) is tbe third 
city of th(, provlllce ill rank, and derives ih Ilams from ih pollilion "betwe~n tbe 
" ri\'er~_" 

005. To burn thr- bodies of their dead i'l certainly not nolV the practice of the 
illhabihllll 'l of China, lind what is !';a ill to thlll etT"ect of this and lIome of the 
neighbouring place'l, llIar be Ihought to apply rather to the manner" prevailillg 
amollg's! t Iw people 011 the lIouth-w('lItern front;!'r, just descri bed, .. fd that circume 

SUaIlC(, ~ "<'longing 10 the firllt journal hll.ve becn hlended with those · of the sccond, 
for tile pllrpo~(' perhaps, of-concealing the abrupt transitioll and Ils~imilating tlle 
two part'!. \Vhllt give.:; 11 colour to tbis supposition is, that in none of the other 
vcrsiol\~, eithr-r Latin or Italian, js any mention made of such a custom in this 
(Juurter. 

906. The expresqioll of " crcrli Chrisliuni" may {'it her mean a seet of Chris­
tialls di"tjnct from the Nestorians, already bO onen IlIcntion(>d, or may refer to 
the Ne .. torians themselves, a .. 1\ sort of Christianll, not Catholic. 

907. " EliI' a" says Du Haide " dans sa dependance deux. "mcs du second 
" ordre, et quinze du troisi~me." T. i, p_ 12:3 . 

908. In the very imperfect accounts we have of thill city, either by the Jesuits 
or by its more recent visitors, we are IlOt told whether it has any actualconlloxion 
with Peking, by mean s of the ILIl-lO and Prc-ho,- for although Martini, speaking 
of the rivers ill ib vicinity, 8ay~: " aUl>&i y en a-toil plusieurl> qui ellvironnent 
" eon territoire coroml' 8i c'estoit une isle," it does not appear from the map, to 
_land on tho banks of anyone of them; but the oountry being so flat, it i8 
~le to suppose that tberc is a canal by whicb it communicates with tboae 

riTe" Bad with the capital. 
CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER L. 

Of lhe city 'If Chan.glu. 

BDOK n. CIUN.CLU is a large city. situated towards the south,909 and is in tbe 
.. province of Kataia. It is under the dominion of the Grand khan. GnAP. L. 

The inbabitants worship idols. and burn the bodies of their dead. 
The stampe~paper of the emperor is current Ilmong<;t them. In this 
city and the district surrounding it they make great quantities of salt. 
by tbe following process. In the country is found a salsuginous earth. 
Upon this. when laid in large heaps, they pour water, which in its 
passage through the mass, imbibel the particles of salt, and is then 
collected in (,hannels, from whenC'P it is conveyed to ,'elY wide pans. 
not more than four inches in depth. In these it is well boiled, ADd 
then Jeft to crystallize. The salt thus made is white and good. and js 
exported to -fanous parlls.(I10 Great profits are made by those who 
manufacture It, and his majesty derives from it a considerable revenue. 

This district produces abundance of well-flavoured peaches, of such 
a size that one of them will weigh twu pounds troy_wcight.!ltl We 
shall now speak of another city named Cltan-gli. 

NOTES. 

909. 'fo the eastward of Ho-kren, hut inrlining tn the lIouth, we find a city of 
the i8Cond order, dependent on the jurisdiction of the former, which in Do 
Halde-'s map ill properly named Tsan..frlu:u, but m Martini's Atlas, Cang-cMu 
iDcorrectly for fang-<,heu. This i'l evidently Cianglu or Chang/u, bere mentioned, 
the latter syllable being, it may be presumed from analogy, an error of trans­
cription for the Italian giu, ans"eriag to tchtou of the French and cheu of tbe 
EDgJi.b ortbography. 

910. From this detail of ~e procea& it may be thought that nitre or saltpetre, 
rather than common IIIllt, ~ the article 80 procured; and especially a8 tht'" latter 
i, manufactured in immente Jluantitiet along the extensive 8ea·coast of tltia pro-. 
.,ince, in the Ulnal mode, aad conveyed to all paru of it by mean. of iu nome-

rOOI 
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ro,*~ ~ve·ts. T.be :elQwing plt<,sage, from the translation of Abbe Gr08ier'g 
.'b~ip:ion generale de Iii Clune, will leave no doubt on this point: "The eartb 
t( which form9 the soil of Pelchcli ahound8 with nitre; whole fields may be seen 
"n in the Ileigl.!lOurhood of l't'·king which arc covcrpd witlt it. Every morning at 
" sun-rist·, tilt' collntry in certain cantolls, avpt'8rs It!. white all if 8pliuJ..leA by a 
" gentle f.11t of snow. If n (illuTllity of this I;llb~lancc be "'we'pt together, ak¥reat 
". deal of Idell , nitre, and salt roilY be ('xtracted from it. The Chinese pretend 
" that thi <l salt may be sub"titutcd for common flaIl; however this may he, it i8 
., c("rlUIIl tlmt III the (mOUTltaillou~) extremity of thc province, poor people and the 
" grcatC'r part of the pealounb, make usc of 110 other. With regard to the kien 
" procllred fWIII the curth, tbl'y usc it for washillg lillcn, as Wt· do fioap." Vol. i, 
p.27. 

911. " I~{'!,() alla sottile" is cxplained in the dictionaries by " poids dc mar­
~, challdi~e;; fines, plu!! I"ser '1\1(' l'autrc;" which corre8ponds to the differcnc" 
of J! and 17, bctueen our Troy Rud Avoirdupois wcighb,. 

CHAPTER LI. 

Of the city qr Chan.gli. 

465 

BOOK 11 • 

CHAP. I," 

NOlu 

CH.AN-GI.l also is a city of' Kataia,9l:Z situated towards the south, SDd. CH"P, LI. 

belonging to the Grand khan. the inhabitants of which arc idolaters, 
and in like manner make usc of' the emperor's paper-currency. Its dis· 
tance fi'om Clwn.glu is five days' journey, in the course of which you 
pass many cities and castles, likewise in the dominions of his majesty. 
They arc places of great commerce, and the customs levied at them 

amount to a large sum.!l13 Through this city passes a wide and deep 

river, which affords conveyance to vast quantities of merchandisE; con-
sisting of silk, drugs, and other valuable articIes.914 'Vc shall now 
take leave of this place, and give an account of another city named 

Tudin-fo· 

so NOTES. 
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NOTES. 

912. Tbe city of Ciapgli or r:hangli appear!! to be that of Te-c:hn" situated at 
tin,' ('ntralle€! uf the province of SIum·Iung, ou the rivpr culled Oei·%o in Du 
Hnldl!'f; map, und [:;".110, in til(' a~'count of Lord MncartucY '/J Emhussy . It wall 

twjc~ \'illilcd by the Outch emlmssy ill li D.,j . 111 the eurly Italian epitome thi;, 
p1u.cc is namru (.'d/l: a proof ()f the little nSf;islancc to be deri\'ed from rCl\erft­

blance of nnll1C Q , inol'p(,lldently of ('ircUlIIslanccs. 

913. A transit dUI) (Staunton O b~E'rv('!.) j<; laid on goods pa<;!lillg from olle 
province of China to another; (';teh province hcinp, noh'd, chip/ly, for the production 
of som,e parllcular arlLc/c, th(' com'CyRncc of wlliell, (0 supply the demand for it iii 
the o(/u~r~J .. ai;,c .... tlJJ~ duty to a considerable !lum, and furms til(> grcat internal 
commerce allli rClcnu(' III' tIl(' empire. 

914. The tcrmq "w* and deep" w"ing relative, will not he applied to the 
qame IItream by ulffcre/llt.vellers. j, A Ii c;orlir de 1'(~clt('()/t " so)'q Vlln Sroam 

u nOU8 U'fon<; pa~.,e une grande riviere dont IeI' oordi c tlli C' lIt garnill de trois ecrlll 

" bltimfID8 au mains, qUOIC)u'elie n'efl t que ]Jw-d'eau. Ce., b:ltimcns i:taient 
' ~ prellque tOU8 chargl.!;! de riz, et destines pour Pe-killg. IIR bont lil commc dons' 
" . un refuge contrc la debacle." T. i, p. 162. "A une petite di~lallCC avant 
" l'cntree de In ville" he 8;1)'8 on Dis I'ctl)rn " 1I0llS avon!:! pa!><;c la rivi(\rc !lur 

': un pont de bateaux." T . ii , p. 21. 

CHAPTER LII. 

Of the city of Tudin-fu. 

~H .'P . Lit. WHEN' you depart from Clian-gli and travel southwards, six tlays' 
journey, you pass many towns and castles of great importance and 
grandeur, whose inhabitants worship idols, and burn the bodies of their 
dead. They are the subjects of the Grand "han, and receive his paper­
money as currency. They subsist by trade and manufactures, and have 
provisions in abundanc~ At the end of these six days you arrive at a 
city named Tudinfo,91& which was formedy a magnificent capitaJ,9H5 but 
the Grand khan reduced it to his subjection by force of arms. It is 
rendered & delightful residence by the gardens which surround it, 

stored 
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stored as they arc with handsome shrub!; and excellent fruits.m Silk is BOOK Jr. 

produced herE' in large quantities. It has under its jurisdiction eleven 
cities and considerable towns of thc.empirc,lIl1' ~1l places of great trade ('H\1'. 1.I1. 

and ha\'in~ abundance of ~ilk. Before the period of its reductiou by 
his majesty, it was the seat of government of its own king. In 1272 91\1 

hi.J majc!oty appointed one of his officers of the highest rank, named 
1.ucan.wr, to the government of this city, with a command of eighty 
thousand hor.:\c, for the protection of that part of the country. This 
man upon finding himself master of a rich and highly productive district, 
and at the head of so powerful <l force, became intoxicated with pride, 
and formed schemes of rebellion against. his sovereign. 'Vith thilt view 
he tampered with the principal persons of the city, l)crsuaued them to 
become part:lkcrs in his evi l designs, and by their means succeeded in 
protll1Cillg :l revolt throughout all the towns al1l\ fortified places of tllC 

province. As soon as his majesty became aC(Juaintt!d with these traitor. 
ous proceedings. he dispatched to that quarter a ll army of an hundred 
thousand men, under the orders of two other of his nobleSj ' ODe gf 

whom was named Angul and the other lIf ollgatai. When the approach 
of thi" force was known to !.UCaJiSOT, he lost no time in assembling an 
army no less numerous than that of his opponents, and brought them 
as speedily as pos!:J iblc to action. There wm. much slaughter on both 
sides, whcn at length, LucmlSor being killeo, his troops betook theD1-
selves 10 flight. Momy were slain in the pursuit. and many were matle 
prisoners. These were conducted to the presence of his majesty, who 
caused the principals to be put to death, and pardoning the others, 
took them into his own service, to which they ever afterwards continued 

faithful.!l20 

NOTES. 

91.5. With respect to tllis city our means of H9ccrtaining it. idcntity arc unos· 

ecptionable; fOT indcp£"lIdclitly of local peculia~itie&, we l.a"~ I:islorical evj~en.ce 
(wbich will be found ill Note 9'20) that tbe Tudlll1u of RUlllu~1O II ICltt, the 7~n. 
ft of the manl.ll>Cripts and of Ihe Basic edition, the Can.di[u ~f the o.ld('r Latm, 
... d tbe Candrnfa of the epitome .. , iii Tsi-nDn:fu (by Martini wrItten Crnan-fu) the 
eapital of the province of Shnn-l.Ullg. A strong ill ~ tallce i!l hcre presellted of the 
extent to which the prvper nam{''! of the work have beel) corrupted. 

3 0 2 916. cc La 
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916. "La villf' d. Cintm" Ray!> Martini, meaning Tsi-nnn, II ell fort grande, 
" hien peupl6e, et ceh~brc pOUl' Jil magnificence et grundeur de &cs bastimens," 
P .69. 

917. The routes of our modern travcHers have 1I0t led them to vif:it thill city, 
hut that of the Dutch emba5~y of 1795, in ils return, plI'I<;pd through several of 
the townl'! under it o; juri'ldiction. Upon the approach to one of thesl', Dumed 
Ping:!Jul'n-slu'n, VaD Ornllm d<"scribe~ the I'!cenery in tl!llUh similar to, but more 
luxuria~ thall tbOHC employed by OUI' author; and Ihf' orchards of fruit are 
particularly noticed. 

91S. "S .. jUl'isdict ion .. ~ay .. Du HaMe " c!>t Irc~·acnduc; 011 y comple qua· 
" tre~ villcs dll '1econd ordre, c1 vingt'li ix du tr(li ~it~m('." P. 199. The extent of 
ilB jurisdiction appear,. to have hCf'T1 t"ulargetl, 01' the numher of town" within the 
liIame limits to have incr('a~ecl, between the reigll~ of KuMa! and Kong.Jli. 

9J9. 'rhe circum!.tail'ce of which our author proceeds to !!pcak, i", hy L'Uis­
~ "oerale de In Chi nt' , assigncd to u perio~ ten yenr'i earlier. The Homan 
aument", ill which oates Ilre f'xpr€'ssed in thc old malluscripts, are more liablf' 
to errors, than the Arabic, or rather Indian figures, now in IIhl!'. 

900. Thc,,€' cvents arc related in the Ubo\'c-melllioncd WOI k, \-\ hirh profc""cll to 
be a tran ... lation of Chinebe annul", in tbe following mannel : " L 'dn J:!62, a la 
" premierf' lune, Jlollpiilu.lwn CKublfJl-k"an ), aprc!> hOIi retour dam. ceUc ville 
'--<Yeo-king au Pc-kill{{), nppl'is que I"i·lall (Chinolh), grdUil gt"neral de ",cs troupes 
" dans Ie ray ~ de KUUlg-hooi, s'ctoit cm!Jarc~ de~ villcs de Tsi-nan et de t:.tou 
u (T~;ng-lch~oulou) du Chantong, ct flu'uprcs I1voir pus.;c au fil de I't"pec leli 
H Mongou!! repandus dans d.ff'crentcs gal'nisolls de ces qnarti{'rs, il !,!'ctoit d':clurc 
" pour les 9r:JtI{{. }[oupi/al .hall donna dcs ordres al/ princc lInpilchi (ou Api/chi) 
" ct ou g{·ncral S~':-ljcn~cM de marcher contre ce rcbf'Uc, et ut' I'as<;icgt' t dane 
" T,j·1Ian. Litan, qui avoit In rcpuhltion d'un cxc('lIent capitaine, 11)lmt appris 
" pOl' "f'S coureurll que SSC-C}IOU ct At('hou velluient droit it 7tl-nan, ulla au-dcvant 
« d'cllx et leur cnleva tOUB leurs equipages; mais commc il ctoil pre'! de rentrer 
" dans Ja villf', .lO;s[.tirn-tcM, qu'il rcncontro., If' hattit ct lui rcprit tuut so n hutin; 
" il fut rontraint de se meitrc a couvert danB ses mur~, o~ il fut nUIlS;-tM invcst; ; 
" ct afin qu'it ne po.t (.cbapper, on fit clever aut~ur de la plnce un mur fortifiC 
II d'un fOlllle large et profond ••• Cependant Li-ian employoit tOilS Jell moyenll pour 
" dHendre 7'"i-1HJn ou pour trouycr jour pour JI'cchapper: iI fui .. oit des sorlielf 
" continu('llcs sur les differens quartiers ue~ Mongau" mais iI etoit toujours 
U repou&lIct SII!-licn-tcne qui ne craignoit nucun 8ecours, voulant menager liM 
" troupe!!, avoit converti en blocus Jc siege qui dura pres de quatre mois; it y 

" peri 
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(f peTit beaucoup de maude p;tr l'opini!1.trcle de Li-lan, qui. ordonna, apre. que 
" tOll8 leI> \,;"r(>11 fllTcnt cnn .... umt:'1i) 'tU'OIl §c nourri.l dt' chair humaine. Lor~<tu'il 

4{ sc vit sll n~ c"pfr,mel' ('t t", Vlllc Il\lr 1(' puint (I'~trc li1rl"I'i, iI <\c prck iplta dans Ie 
" lac eI(' '/'u.millg , oli iI uvoit ... i P{'U u'cau-qu'll ne 1'111 ",f' 110)'('1 ; 16/:i 11/(!r1gou, Ie 
" firNll prj ~onnit:'r, ct lui couperent la tete pal' I'ordre de S~C-licn-l.dll;." T. iii, 
p. WK. • 

Notwithstandin.!;' some variations betw(,pn the two 8ec01ml .... . mel parlicuil1fly ill 
the cata 'llropbc, where that of our \('xt hall lelis of romance, it will 1I0t be doubted 
thllt they r('I<llo to the .... ow rebellion alld tht· lIume ~c(' n(' of nctlOn, nor, COIl\lC­

qu('nll j', that hy 1'udm:fil i ... Illeant tlIC city or T.n-nanJa. h c'I lil fh e .ame time 
remark,lbll' III:!t the (){'ru rrl'HCI' i ~ lIll'utivncd only i'l 1~II/1tUl. jO ·1i copy, nml i, Ilot 

nlludc'd to ei ther in til(' 11j1 .. I\· ed itIo n or {'arly Ita lian ('pilonl(' j l)lll, ;,f, it will not 

be urge-d, Ihail'rc\iou"ly to thl' ypar 15;,'; ( the dalc (If hi" prrfacl') thcrer.werc 
cxtuul III I~u rupe UII) \rall~laIrOIl ~ of Chinl' ... e hi"lorh IrOIll wllt'n c(' thi ... laborious 
and J lld iduu ... \'otlljHlcor Illig ht haH' 'rorrow('(j III(' rt'cital , he could only dcrhe hi!; 
informulllJll from m'IIIU'crrpl!. thcn illl'xi!.h' llcI' of vur !luthor' .. work , :tnd which 
tLte olhl'l' tran"rriht'r'" llllJ \'uilor" 11111"'\ JIIl\e I'arhl~'u and almugl!d. 1'Ilt'di" .. imi­
ladly of the prop!'r lIam c!. (UI> or 1~1I«"(jfl·$Or tv LI.Jan ) rna) \lot he entirely the 

c(fcel of l'orruptioll , hut mOl) pdrtly anw from the Chinc.,e practice of ~ 
tll'vcrul 10 the sU llie iuJi\ iJuul, un .. wering to the prtl'nom('n, nomen, Ilnd agnomen 

t,f tile Romans. 

CHAPTER LIII. 

Of the city if Sil1gui-matu. 

469 

nOOK II. 

'~11 \P. Ln. 

TRAVEI,LING from 1'udin:fu seven days, in a southerly direction, you cHAP. LIII . 

pass many consitlcrablc towns and strong places, where commerce and 
manufactures flourish. The inhahitants arc idolaters and are subjects 
of the Grand khan. The country abound .. with game, both beasts and 
birds, and produces an ample l'Iupply of the necessaries of life.9l1 At 
the end of' seven days YOIl arrive at the city of Sillgui_matu,922 within 
which, but on the southern side, passe" a large and deep river, which 
the inhabitants divided into two branches, one of which taking its 
course to the east, runs through Kataia, whilst the other, taking a 

westerly 
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BOOK II. westerly couJ:re. Pll8s('s towards the province of Ma,!ji.923 This river 
CIlAp. LIII. is navigated by so many vessels that the number might seem incredible, 

and ~erves to convey from both provinces, that is, from the 011(' province 
to the other, every requisite article of consumption. It is Itulced sur· 
prisiIlg to observe the multitude and the "Si..:c of the vessels that urc 
continual!) pa::.sillg and. repassing, laden with mClchandise of tile great­
est valuc.!ll~ On leaving SiJlgui.tnatu and traveHiug towarus the south, 
for sixteen days, you unceasingly meet with commercial towns and with 
castles."5 The people throughout the country arc iuolater ... and the 
subjecb of his m,\j esty. 

NOTES. 

921. " La grande quantile de' !iv.ere", de J<I.(,~ , et de tlll ;,s<,aux " 1:08)& P. Mar. 
tiDi" rend It· terrOlt de c(~ lte provinre (.'Fwn4ulIg) (('rhlp ('t fort ubolldante en 
" tout ce qui Clit 1J(~('('<;'1:\I rc. " "JIIl 'y a POlOt de liC'u Oll on doUlIf' It,~ l:li R<l.III>, 
" lea perdrix, ct Je~ cuill('~ a meill('ur march!!, ('omml' au""j Ie;, hcv rt ... , cnl' II lI 'y 
" a polpt de Chlfloi~ '1111 .. olC'nt plus grands cha ... <;pun, fJ lie cruX do ceUe pro­
" vincr." P. !J6. 

m. Tllc CllcumstallCC'l llcrc m{'ntioJl(·d of ,"'I1I-F,IlI-maf ll "'('{'1Il to point tu the 
large commercial town of Lrn·lsm·r},w, &lluatcd al til(' northelll E''XtrE'lIIit), or 

eommcnCClllt'nt, of the> }'un-"o or Grand CunuI. The !('rm IJIn{u or mulrou, Ilub­
joinL'ti 10 nomCN, Hignificq, 01,. we are told b) Bu 11 .• 1dl' (t. I, p. q7), " li{'ux 
" de commerce (·tubhs "lIr Jes rIVler{'S, pour la COllllllod,!t; de .. nt'gocian'! et III 
" levee des droiL. de l'empercur;" and by 1'. Ml\galhan~'~, nld·b:u j<, dl'fi n{'d to 
be, " heu frcqncnte pour Ie commerce; parcE'quc 1('1; barques ;,'y al>~('mbknt et y 
If jettent l'ancre pour y pasller la 111111." Nouv. Rel"t. de la Chinr, p. 9. 11 '1 dik­
tance from the last mE'ntiOIll'd City, the capital of the province, is ~tat(· rI in the 

otber versions to be only thrPe day' journey. The interval appears by the maps 
to be about sixty geographical milei!. 

923. These expressions might be coneidered as intended to describe the forma­
tion of the canal itself, which must, or cour~, have been supplied with Willer, 
by diverting 80 much of the stream of the river as ",a~ IlI'ce'lsary for tuat purpose; 
and the operation might consequently he said to divide it jllto two branches; but 
they may be thought rather to refer to the following curialis circum!liance noticed 
in the Account of Lord Macartney's Embusy: " On the 25th of October (the 

II third 
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II third day after its departure rrom Lin-l.ling)· the yachts arrived at the IUgheHt 

" part of til(' ('u o,I I, Iwing uhout IWf)·finh~ of it" entlfe II·nglh . Hpre Ih{· ri l'C' f 

" LUI'-', the 1'lrt:'('~ 1 h) wl)Jeh the c,lIlal i~ tcd, f.llh iliin it with a rapid ~Irf"alll, III 
U a line wlurh IS pf'rpcmiJcuinr to th[' cnurlic of tl,e (',m,l!. A <;I ron:.: hllhvark of 

" !>1011(' .. upporh th" 0\lPO~Il<' w('stern h,lIIl.., lllHI till' WIHt-r~ of IIII' LUI 71 "t riking 
H with fOlee agam .. ' ,t, part of th em lullow lin.' northern, and p"rl the ~o uthern 
" cour .. " or til(' c,mal. ,\ rircuUlIII .. llcc which nol twill:!; gt'llt'rally cxplaiu('d or 

" 1II1der ~ tll()U, A"an' the appearance of ",ouder to •• 11 a ~scrl lOlI , th,lt If a hundle of 

H Slid, .. he Ihrown Into Ihal plll t of tht- river, they would bIJOll .. ell.ll,Jh' and take 
H 0ppo<' ite dln'l·tIUn ... " Vo\. II, p. 3H1. The 1I.111W ofdu!:! plac~' i" 7'rI-ngin-tc!lcOU ill 
Du lIalde'~ 1ll,IP, ,lUll T.milll·lchQo in that of the Emuas,<y; whieh bear~ all 
('videnl rI '~emhl ' lncc 10 the Sm-gui (If OUI' "~x l. 

924. ,. Enlre eel, cile~" !lilY" P. Martini, speak in; of towns of the second 

ordf'r, dcp('Ild{'nt 011 Tlln-df(ln~-Ju " Litldng !>urpa~~e toutes Ie!> uulrcb, Roit dans 
u Jc lIomill'{, II 'habltan<" &c, el pour " .. Ire Illlt' ville marchamit, f'l ICI1· t rI'llOmmec; 
" de ~orle 111I't-lIe cedt, il pe u de \ dle~ de eel t'mpl[f'; Cdr c llt' e~ t sLlul-e dam. un 
Il llcu 1)11 Iii rl\ICI'C dl' 01/0 ct h' canal de Fun h'm;"(,lllhl t'lI t ; de lit vieDt que lee 
" lIa\ll'r'l y auorllrll t Pl'c';'luC de IOlil e 1.1 Chi lie, ct (1II 'cH,' c~1 commc Ie mugazin 
" ti l' loulc!) ~orte~ (it' marcLhlllui<;c ... " P.11. ,. At I';n- ,ill-rhoo" sa)'! Stauuton 

" tilt" )llfht.. Ij\llttl'd lh(' /:"""111, which, froUl it .. !>ourr(' on tiLe wt.'btward, ran 
" tlorlh-t'a~lerly 10 Ihi .. pl'IC'f', nlld i" her(> jr)i nNI iI) th,' imperial or grand canal, 
" which I'" Cd rllt'd III 11 Ime dLrl'el l) south." £ilIb<J~~y to Ch1ll~, Vol. ii , p,381. 
" L., 1;1".111(1 c<JllaIILl\p~rlal" say~ Ull Haldl!" traver'!e ulle partie de III pl'Ovince, et 
H c'c!>llmr ee canal (Iue pa~'o('n t loute~ lelo uarqllcs, qui, de;, parlieb du midi, vont 
" it P eking. clies porlent lallt de sortes de murchunJises, et en si grande qU8ll:~ 
" tile, que le5 !1t'1I11. droits (lui f,C pa)'C' lIl !our eel! marcnaudilocs, montellt Ii. plul de 

" dix millioll&," T . i, p. 197, 

925. H On nc compte pas" sa)tl Oil Halde in his description of this province 
" dans {'e nombre d(" villell, plus de <{uinzc forts qui SOlit bliti& dans tOllS let! 

H detours que fait Is. mer, a I'elltree des ports, et a l'embouchure del rivierel," 

T . i, p. 197. 
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CHAPTER LIV. 

Qf the great river called the Xara-moran. arul qf the cities of Koi-gan.%u 
and Kuan-%u. 

THE journey of sixteen days being accomplished you reach, once 
more, the great river K ara_moran,9Z6 which ha .. it't source in the terri­
tories that belonged to kin~ UII.k!W". styled, :l'l ha" been 'laid, Prc'Iter 
Joho of the North.":! It is of vast ul'IHh, and IIpon its wah-p. great 

ships freely sail, with their full JUJ.ding. Large fish, in consi(h:rable 
quantiti es, arc ctlUght there. At a place in thi s river, abollt II mile 
distant from the sea, there i!'l a staLion for fi fteen thousand ves<;cil'l, each 
of them capable of carrying fifteen horsc~, and twenty men, bc .. i de~ the 
crews to navigate them, and the necessary storco; and provisions.9Z8 

These his majesty causes to he kept in a constant fltate of reaJine!ls for 
the conveyance uf an army to any of' the islands in lhc (Ilrighbollring) 
ocean that may happen to bc in rrbl,llioll. or for expeditlol1 s to any 
more di~tant regi o ll. ~!) Thc'lc vC!:Isc ls arc moored close to the bank of 
the river, not far from a city named A O;.gOIl.::u,'JJO on the opposite side 
to which is another named K uoll.::rt; but the former is a large place, 
and the latter a small onc.!lJI Upon crossing this river, you ente r the 
noble province uf lYla,yi: but it must not be understood that a com· 
plete account has been given of the pro\'incc of K dlaia. Not the 
twentieth part have I described. MAJtl:U POLO !i32 in travelling through 
the province has only noted such cities as lay in his route, omitting 
those situated on the one side and the other, as well as many interme. 
diate places, because a relation of them all would be a work of too 

great length, and prove fatiguing to the reader.93J Leaving these parts 
we shall therefore proceed to speak, in the first instance, of the man­
ner in which the province of MarUi was acquired, and then of its cities, 
the magnificence and riches of which shall be set forth in the subsequent 
part of our discourse. 

NOTES 
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NOTES. 

926. This, 8'1 hall already been observed, in Note 700, ill the Tartar na.me for 
the great ri ver by th f' Chinese called the llOO1fg.llo, And by Uti the Yellow river, 
wbich haR its I>,ourcc in the country between the western bordcl'8 of China and the 
great dl'lIcr t. 

m. Uetlpectiog this prince, ace Notes 364, 365, 4';5 and 456. 

928. The number of fiOeen thousand mUlit be a prodigious exaggeration ; ir we 
IIhould not ralllt" , u(lPO'le it to be an erl'or in trall8Cribiug. The early Italian 
opitonw 'Iii ) 10 fineen v(> .... ('I I'I; but thi ll i ... an abqurdity in the o ppo, ite e xtreme, and 

it is probable that fifi £'cn hundred was the number in tended. When Kublai, in 

1287 IIrot a n cxped,tioll againqt a country clllled K oua-olla, (which some have 
8upposrti to be Borneo, li nd others J a va), it is said U On ra88cmbla a la hate 
" mille vaihseaux de g uerre e t de Iranll port , sur le!KJ.uels o n crubarqua trcnte 
U mille h.ommel>, bans com pier 1('8 mate lot!!." Hist . gen. det\ Huns, liv. xvi, 

p. 186. Th.e station of these transport'!, instead of being one mile, j !l said in 
o the r version!, 10 he one dllY's jourllc)', from the sea. 

!)~. The more imm('diate ()~jCCt9 of such l'xpcditions wc rc probably thc islands 
on the c (lRd of Corl'U, tlloqe of rhllltm ncnr thl' K iang, 0 1' those of L iu-kiu, nca r 
Formo<m; but it j .. certain that KttblOl' bad m UGh intercourse, both or a frie ndly 
Bnd a bO!lile na ture, with di fferent ihla nds of what we term the Easte rn AD:ru· 
pelago. Hil> enterprise against Japa n, 80 memora ble for itll un fortunate i1ll1l&, 

will be lIubscquently noticed . 

930. Both from it" lIituation and the r e'4emhlancf' of uame , we ronnol heeilate 
to consider thiq as th(' city o f Jlooi-gnan-ju, whIch !!taml o; ncar thc south-eastern 

bank of the Hoang-/Jo, at the part where it i!t I'fOR..ed by the line of the 
Grand canal, and is it'l(' lf conn ected by means of a linlull Cllt, with thai rive r. 

The ir identity ill noticed by P. Maplbaoc" who ~J>ca king of our a uthor saya, 
" II parle de la viU(· de Coi-gan-ZIl, qui 8'appeUe H uAi-gnnfu, et qui cst t. 
" riche et tnart:hande." P . 10. The small differ ence perwptible in tbe orthogra~ 
phy will appear of less momcnt, whe n it is observed that aU ,Chineie " .orda com­
mencing .... ith the aspirate, arc pronounced by thc W cRtern 1 Rrtal1l, with a bard 
ru ttura1 8Ound; all, on th,. other hand, the guttural articulation of tbeae people 
.. aolened by the Chinese to the Il8pirate: tbul for KhQlf tbey pronounce Hon; 
lor Jl.o.Iro-nor (a certain great lake)1 H~or .. and for Ku~ukMu (the lecond 

tank of ltJlMI), Hu-trHu. 
8 l' 
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931. The place here naUled Kunfl--su or Quan.zu, in the Basi(' edition, 
Caj.gui, and ill the ('arly cpitom~1 Cai<ui, does not app('ar ill the mnps, but 
!I('cm8 to be th(' plu('(' which De Guigne~ mention!! by tilt' Ul\mc of ¥lIng-kia-'y'" 
" Au dl'lil du }IOflllg'ho" ~ay8 Du Hlllde " 011 trouve lillr Ie canal qnelqucq 
" villes que les Mahom{otan<: out tacbc de rendre marchandes, cn y Ilttirant lr 
" commerce ; maij i1 .. n'y ont pa" rCu~8i." T. ;, p. 133. 

93<2. The tranbition from the' FIt'~l to th" Third persOll. i'l here remarkable, 
and Rcrves to justify the suppositioN thal the work wus chiefly compiled from th£' 

author's own notes and oral IIlrormalioll, by another hand. 

933. '1' II)s exp]analor)' passage' do('" not appenr ill tll{> otber verbiol\b. 

CHAPTER LV. 

Of the most noble province Q[ Mardi, and Q[ tlte manner in 'Which it 'lOllS 

subdued bg the GrU1zd khan. 

CHAr. LV. THE province of Ma,!ji is the most magnificent and the richest that 
is known in the eastern world.1I·!4 About the year 12G9 it was subject 
to 8 prince who was styled Fanjur,9.\$ and who surpassed in po\o\cr and 
wealth any other that for a century had reigned In that country. His 
disposition was pacific and his actions benevolent. So milch was he 
beloved by his people. and such the strength of his kingdom, enclosed 
by rivers of the largest SIZe, that his being mo(csted by any power upon 
earth, was regarded as an impossible event. The effect of this opinion 
w~ that he neither paid any attention himself to military a.ftitil's, nor 
encouraged his people to become acquainted with military exercises. 
The citjes of his dominions were remarkably well fortified, being sur­
rounded by deep ditches, a bow.shot in width, and full of water. He 
did not keep up any force in cavalry, because he was not apprehensive 
of attack. The means of increasing hi~ enjoyments and multiplying his 
p1e .. ures were the chief employmept of hi. thought.. He m.int.in~d 
at his court and kept near his person about a tho\WtIld beautif..u WOQlell 

in 
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in whose society he took delight. He was a friend to peace, and to BOOK n . 
• 

justice, which he admini!;tered strictly. The smallest act of oppression. 
or injury of any kind committed by onc man against another, was 
puni~hed in an exemplary manner, without respect of persons Such 
indeed was the impression of his justice, th3t when shops, filled with 
goods, happened, through the ncglip:encc of the owners, to be left 
open, no person dared to enter them, or to rob them of the smallest 
article. Travellers of all description,; might pass through every part of 
the kin~dom, by night as well as by day. freely and without apprehefl. 
sian oj' danger. He was religiou!;, and charitable to the poor and 
needy.'1.16 Children, whom their wretched mothers exposed in con~e-
quenee of their inability to rear them, he causcJ to be saved and taken 
care of: to the nu-nber of twenty thousand annually.9.'7 When the boys 
attained u sufficient agE', he had them instructed in some h:mdittaft, 
and at'tcrward<J married them to young women who were brought up in 
the same mallner.lIJ8 

Very dllferellt from the tempCf and habit'! of J<'ar!lur, were those of 
Kublar·/.'aall, cmpclor of the Tartars, whose whole delight consisted in 
thoughts of a warl ike nature, of' the cOlJquest of countries, and of' ex­
tending his renown. After having anne:"l.eci to hie; dominions, a nt:tnbcr 
of province'! and kingdoms, he now directl,d hili views to the subdt'ing 
that of Mmy;, ancI for this purpose as~('mbled a Ilumerous army of 
hor'lc alltl foot, the command of' which he .~ave to a general named 
Cltill.\all Ba-/pln, which signifies in our langurge, the " Hundred­
eyed." <1.19 A Humber of vessels were likewise put under his orders, with 

which he proceeded to the invasion of A1a7]ji. Upon landing there, he 
immediately snmmoned the inhabitants of the eity of K()i-~an.7.u to 
surrender to the authority of his soverclgn.940 UJlOn their refusal to 
comply, instead of given orders for an assault, he ad\anccd to the 
next city, and when he there received a similar answer, proceeded to a 
third and a fourth, with the same result. Deeming it no longer prudent 
to leave so many cities in hi'! real', whilst 110t only his army was strong. 
but he expected to be soon joined by another of equal force, which his 
majesty was to send to him from the inlerior,9H he resolved upon the 
attack of one of the(lf~ cities; and having by great exertions and con-

S P 2 summate 
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summate sJciIl, Bucceeded in carrying the place, he put every individual 
found in it to the sword. As' soon as the inteI1igence of this event 
reached the other cities, it struck their inhabitants with such consterna­
tion a~d terror, that of their own accord they hastened to declare their 
submission. This being effected he advanced with the united force of 
his two armies, against the royal city of Ki,l-sai, the residence of king 
Fanfor,942 who felt aU the agitation and dread of a. person who had 
Dever seen a batt1e, nor been engaged in any sort of warfare. Alarmed 
for the lIafety of his person, he made his escape to a fleet of vessels that 
lay in readiness for the purpofle, and embarking all his trcaflure and 
valuable effects, left the charge of the city to his queen, with directions 
for its being defimded to the utmost; feeling assured that her sex would 
be a protection to her, in the event of her falling into the hands of the 
enemy. H~ from thence procceoPd to sea, and reaching certain islands, 
where were some strongly fortified posts, he continued there till his 
death.94.3 After the queen had been left in the manner related, it is 
said to have come to Iler knowledge, that the king had been told by his 
astrologers, that he could never be deprived of h,ill bovcl'cignty by any 
other than a chief who should have an hundred eyes. On the strength 
of this declaration she felt confident, notwithstanding that the city 
became daily more and more straitened, that it could not be lost, 
because it seemed a thing impossible that any mortal could have that 
number of eyes. Inquiring, however, the name of the general who 
commanded the enemy's troops, and being told it was Cilill-sQn Ba-yan, 
which· means an hundred eyes, she was seized with horrour at bearing 
it pronounced, al she felt a conviction that this must be the person who, 
according to the saying of the astrologers, might drive her husband 
from his throne. Overcome by womani!Jh fear, she no longer attempted 
to make resistance, but immediately surrendered.!!·. Being thus in pos. 
session of the capital, the Tartars soon hl'ought the remainder of the 
province under their subjection.9.!i The queen was sent to tlle presence 
of Kubku'-kaan, where she was honourably received hy him, alld an 
aDowance was by his orders assigned, that enabled her to support the 
djgnity of her rank. 946 Having stated the manner in which the con .. 
quest of Manj; WRI effected, we shall now speak of the different citiea 
of that province, and first of Koi.gan.%u. 
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NOTES. 

934-. We have not material!! for u8signing pr('cisc boundaricR either to Manji or 
fa Kk%J i bllt it is evident that our author considercd~ r,Nwrally, that part of 
Chilla which liell southwlIrd of the J/oang-ho or Yellow river, 08 belonging to 

""hat he h'rlll~ the province uf llimyi, or, with s/)me few limitations, to the 
empire of the .'SOII~; !lnd tilt, plIrt tho I lit'lIllorthwuru oj' that rin>" which was 
eOfllltlerf'iI hy til/' AlulIgttl.~. lIf1t fr/JIn thf' r:hinchc, but from thl' clyuM.ty of the 
Kin or Niurhc T<lrtar~ , hy whom it had bC'en pr('violl~l y lIuhducd, !H\ Klm/aJ or 
Kaloill. Tilt· modeI'll ulld morc common divi~ioll of China, illio the nillt' !'outhern 
and six northern pro\'incc~, is quite arhitrar), and can h:lv(' 110 re~pcct to a 
naturol 't'parlilioll by one or other of the two ~Tt'a t rivj'rt<, as those of KlOng-nan, 

Hu-/':uang, aud ,v~//Urn ure inte~t>ctecl by the ](inng, IIlId that of lJo-nall by the 

Vellow fl~'N, The weslern limit!! ;Ire still l e~B dearly ll!lcertamed, [Iud it may 
be '\011111('(\ wllCtlwr any iIlor t> than the eRfltf'rll part or rlll1-}Wn was illcluded in 
Maujl , or (If She'lI.sit in X/IUL(li ,. the w~stern parh of the",c two provill(,(,s being 

lIubjf'<'1 to iud. pendellt go\'('rnrnenls, Ih,lt were, lit mObl, but occasionally and 
imperfectly ~lIhdtled by the emperors who prec('dc-d tll(' }'uwor MUlIgnl (I~nasty. 

J\nd liNe J ~h<lll oh~,'rve, that uner milch reading Oll the ::.un.i,'ct, tlit'r£' appears 
to nu' JI(I ~rolllld II !Juli-nr lor "upposing, with !lome ii- \\' oriental and many 

European gf'Ognlpill'fII, thut the name of Khatn'i, Xhitdi, or Kut(lin, ( til(' vague 

appellation of /Vlm-kllnlat being out of tilP qUf'btion) wa)l ever applit·d by the 
uutilo'c", or by uctu,11 travellcn" to any part of Tarlary, or to lUI), otlat'r c(luntry 

than ... hc northern pro\'incc<; of ehina, within the' Wall. It "eeOlS prohu.bh .• at 
the j:QIlIt' tim(', that the con fu iOCcl ilit'fI of its hein~, or of 1111 Ctllllllinillg, a portion 
of the thrmer, IIlny hn\'I' a!"isl'lI from tilt:' circumstllllce of ib havill~ ht:'('11 g(Jverned, 

distinct ly from the re~t of China, hy Tartar kham, from a pl'riod anterio\: to any 

of the orit'utul gl'ogruphcN whose works have reached U~. 

935, 'fhi l'! wnt,1 Fan/ur, which in the Basle ('(lition i ~ Farfur , nnd in the early 

epitomNi, Fllchj'tlr, wu~ not the name of the indi\'idual Ilrince, but the title of 

Fcrghfur )~, npplied by tIle Arab" nud othe!" ('1I~tcrn people, to the eruperot"8 
of China ill- dibtinguished from the 'fartllr sovereigm. Jt aho denotes (according 
to (he dicllOllariclI) the porcelain or China.warc, and prohably, in general. whot 
ih~ Fl"C'lIch term " magot9 de la Cbine." The nume of tbe emperor wbo reigned 

at that period wall Tu-tJong. 

986. His charucter ill painted in more favourable colour~ hy our author than by 
th'S CniDetie historillll~, wbo do not relieve its durk shades with the light of any 

.. irtlle_ L'H~toire gen. de la Chine describes him as a priuce " forl adonnc au 
., vir) 
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" vin et nux fl!Rlmel> ... indifi'crent pour Ie banheur de sell sujcts, il dcposa toute 
" son autoritc entl't~ ICll mainll de Kia-ssc.ttlO et do Sf'8 autres ministres." T. ix, 

p.336. "Les dcbnucht>s nuxquellc8 cet cmpt>rt>ur ~'abnndonna " Mays nu Halde 
" lui furent fllnestes, et a son empire: iI y ctoit entrctt>nu par un perlMp ('oltW, 
iI livre commo lui (lUX plus honteusCil pallsions." Ie Co fut environ ce tem~.U 

" que Mll['CoPaul gentilhomme V(~nitien entra it In Chin(', et parcourut Ics plua 
" belles province!! de cet ext~mite de l'Al!it', drollt il donna ellsllite de!; relations, 
" qu'on cut bien de 10. peint' a croire en Europe." T. i, I" 492. NationRI vanity 
llIay have Jed the Chinese allnalist.! to viliry th" IInfortunatp monarch, in ordf'r 

to n.ccooot for the subjugation of tbe country. 

937. Tho practice ill Cbinn of ('xposing infant'" and ellp('cialt,r frmatl' '1, hUll 
become mattel' of lIutori(>ty sinc(l this liMIt alld lII1('qnivocal lIotic(' of it by our 

author. "On n'ignor(' pall" say thE' missionant>" " qu'a "('king 011 ('xilose un 
"grand nombrc de petit!l E"nfan8, qui meUl'E"nt la pJupnrt thute nes IIcconrfl 
U nccoesairp<j. II ('!It vrai qll'il v 11 de!< .. harreUp". ctahli('s par alltorili~ l'ubliqm' 
" pour tamlllll!el' ens enfan~, ('t Ie!> transporter dan!! tier. t!~p('ocek d ' hol'itaux, au 
u l'on eutprre cel\~ qui !'Ol1t mOl't!;, et au 1'011 dait pfcmlrc 140iu des vintrl!4, lIIai!! 

'I prc~qlle totJs meurcnt de pur(' lUiserc." lA·tt. I'dif. t. xxii, p. i4fi. But us tllf' 
num~r of the»e victimll m('ntionea in the tt>xt mny be thought f'XCChtiivf', it will Iw 
doing justice to our nuthor to IItl\te the t'f'!'iult of inf(Jrmatiun nil to thi .. point oll . 
tained on thr- !lpot by an jntclli~(,lIt , IIl1d liy DO m(,lln~ (,I'NhrIOIi'i modern truvf'lIl'r. 
" The lJumbol' of children" ,>a."" Harrow "thus ullnlllur~lly :md inhumanly 
" !!Iau~ht"'rl'd, or intern'd IlIrVl', in th(' cnurbe of a year, h dlttcl'cntl) !'otah'1l by 
" d,Werl'nt uuthors, some OInking it ahout t(,lI, and other'l thirty thou~aJld ill (bt· 

" whole empire. TIJ(> tl'llth , as 1(cncl'aUy Impl'E"us, may probahl) Ill! ahout the 
"middlf'. The mi~~ioIiRric~, \\ 110 ulone pOIIsess the meau!> of a~ccJ'taillillg IIcarly 
" the lumber thnt ill tllUM sacrificed in the capital, differ ""r~ matel'iully in t1wil' 
" "tatements: taking the mean, liS given by those with whom we cOI\VI'r~('u 011 

" thl' su~iect, J should conclude that nhout Iwcntr~four iufltnl" W('rl' 011 1m 
" average, in PI' kin, daily carried to the pit of death •.. 'fhi!> c.llculatioll give .. 
" about nine thousand yearly for the capitlll alone, where it is lIuppo~ed <lUaut an 
If equal numher ilre cxpo~ed to that orall the other parts oftlle empire." Travels 
in China, p. 169. 

938. Tho Latin edition dcscribrK the manner in which the emperor provided for 
a part of the!:le childrclI, ill the fot!owillg terms: H Rex tamen infantes, '1"011 sic 
" colligi jllbet, tradit divitibul:I quibusque, quO!! in regno MUO habet; prest'rtim 
" iUili qui liheria carcnt, et lit in adoptionis lIuacipiant tili08 mandat. E08 ven} 

" quos ipse lIutrit, matrimonio tradit puellil ejusdem conditioni8." It appean 

that in the reign of Ktlng-lU.uso (who died iu 17ti) titer. wu" ptablic estahlt. .... 
ment 
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raent at Peking for the recov('ry of infant!! so ('x posed. Ii II Y a ici " ~lly8 Ii 
millllionary ., ueux !lorh'!I t.\ 'enfullI. ahanclonnClt: Ie '! un~ II{' Imrtf'ut it UII hOplldl 
" que lCIi Chilloi~ lIppclil'ot " Mai<;oll de III. nlll.fricorde." lis y MOllt (,lIlrf'I~'lIl1b 
'I llUX ffaiR de l'Empcrcur. L',;ditic(! ('"t v,IlIte et Ill.lgllififlLlI'; 1'011 Y t!'OLlve tout 

" cc qui {'!it ncc(')tlluir(' ponr l'f'utrellcn de cell paUVI"t't; 1!"f;11I~ . Lc~ autres enlall8 
" CXI'0~~!I MOnt portt~!I dUllS noire \·gli~e." Lett. edif. t. xix, 1" ~48. 

939. B(l~1J(I1l, or aB the Chill(~'1e pronounce tile nallll', P f:yrn, litt'ral1y 'Iiglllfiefl, 
in that iallA'III1Il:<', " an hundred eyf'h," ~lltlllllly be con~;dC\'ed all the (/~1Wmrn or 
epithet of till ,; di ... tllI!!lm,hC'd wllrrior, deri\'cf\ frum IIi .. vi.rliancc cirCIIIII",)cdioll ., t" I 

aud ljUIC)"Ue-;S HI imr,roving lin advantage. Upou til ill \>ubject the leiJrllC'd histo­

rian or the Hull" ha., fullen into an ullllccountable lIIi ~t'lk(', where he ~ay8, (Liv. 
xvi, [l. 1:,0, Notf') " I,e .. Chinoi]" II' !lommen! P(/ftll: M. Patillui oollfl(.letitre 
" de (,1111/\/11" ("e<ot-;'1-din', ceut yt>ux," implying that till" "igntiicatloll belongs to 
the lutter, lIot 1<.1 Pt'"'!J'CII; whidl every clictiolllll'Y will di~prov(!. 

940. 'fIll' {'urlie~1 opcrutioll ,)f the war agall\~t tlH' S(""g, or dynasty who 

reigned ill .A!IJ.I!;;, tool.. plact" (according 10 L"lIhl. I::"cn.) 10 the we .. tward, at 
SiQII{!:WlnJ!, which W,Il. ill\'c~tcd in 1:.1&9 (hcf(lrt" our ,llItJwr'" anivlIl in CllilIa) 

l\\tholl~h nol CilphlrcJI lill 127::1. Tho pas'i<l!1ic oi" 111(' Hottl/g-flO, in the ca"lcrn 
part, ioJ Iwl th('n' "pokcn of; y('t it is exlrcmcly probable Ihul {lilt' of the great 
armil"l pluc(ld IIlld(lr thl' {'ommund of Pe-,ljrtl, ad\'ltllct·!\ lowanh, the ChinCfie 

capillll, from IIII' lIlIflh, tbrou~h the pl'ovince 01' Ki(I1I/f-JI/IJ1. 

91-1. Thi" \VII ;'; perllll]l'i til(' urmy that had been employed III the reduction of 

Siang-yang. 

9--1'2. or thi~ city, tilt' Ilang-chru:fu of modern tilll\'~' und which hud I"come 
the cnpila\ of 111(1 ,';on!!., from the period of their being driven from northern 
China, II} the Tarf!lr~ of the Kin, a detailed uccount will b(' 10ullt! ill Chllp. 

)xviii or thi~ buuk. 

9.l3. Our authol' appears in this plucl' to have c.·owded under Imc rei1i\u, e,"cut, 
tbat below.; to two or ilion', which followed each oIlier ill rapid ~I/(·ct·~loion. The 

emperor 7'u·/~ml~ , whOM! IInwurlike and dl'praved churacler wn~ "aid to have been 

the o«u .. ion tlf Ih ~' mi~tortlll1e9 that beleH his country. died in 12N; nhC'n the 
minister hy who"e evil counsels he hud been implicitly governed, placed his 

liieoond SOl;, an infunt, on the throne, alld caused the (,Ulprcslo, hi" motlier, to be 

declared rt:'g<'nt during tho minority. 'fhis prince, wh~ ~u~ named ~()lIg4,s()ng, 
afterwards fell ioto the hand~ of tbe Tartars; but the Clunesc who KlIll adhered 

to the fol'tllnetl of the expiring dynasty, conferred tbe imperial title upon his elder 
brother, 
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brother, named TuatHsOflg; and to his fate it ill that the paslIllp in the text 
applie •. " La marcbe vlctorieu.u Tartare, qui ne trouvoit nucune resistance U 

sals Oil Halde, "obligen l'empereur de 9'emburquer sur lies vuiHgeaux, avec las 
" seigneurs de so. cour, et cent trente mille voldat9 qui lui restoient, f'l de sc 
" N!tiret dans1a province de Fo-ki€n: mrua ayant toujoun. Ii sa. lmite les Tartare.q 
" qui Ie poursuivoient par mer et par terre, il fut contraint de fuir jU!K]Ue8 sur leR 
" cOtes de Qu(m-tong, qui est 18 derniere province de In Chine, au il mourul de 
" maladie, age de ODze ans. Til1ing, SOD frere cadet, qui etoit Ie s6ul reete dE' 
U I. famille des Song, fut lion 9uceesseur." P.494. 

9U. Such we may l!Upp06C to bR'fe be('11 the popula r story, "bidl our autbor 
repeatll as be beard it, hut which, probably, hlld no bettcl" foundation thaD n 
Chinef're iquiooque upon the nlllm' of this great captain , to whose talellts his 
master was indebted for the conquellt of HOuthern Chinu, and of whom It is said 
by the Chinese hi!ltorians, that" he conducted 8 large army a~ if it Imd bet'll a 
" &ingle man." The circumstances attending the surrender of the capital an' 
thus stated in L'Hi .. toil t: gen. de Ja Chine: "CepPlldant P~lJrn <;'ava/l~it 11 
" grands pa .. vcr .. 1.in-ngan ou /Iang-tcheou .. . La cour, dallR les plu ... Vlveg alar­
" rnes, ne aBvoit it. quoi s'arreter; ses propo~ilioll" hUIDlliantcq a \'oiellt elt~ 

" refusees ... Les graud!l, Ie premier miniatre 'l'chin-y..fchonl{ it leur l{Oh', prierenf 
" avec tant d'instance la rcgente de transfher la cour aillcurq, que cette prill­
U eesl!e qui avoil d'abord rejette cet avi'l, donna enfin des ordrel' de preparer Ic!! 
" equipage;; neces<;aires pour partir de!> Ie Roir ml!me; ms is ayallt attend" jus<ju',\ 
" 10. Duil 1'chin'!I·tclfo"g ~:1II11 qu'il parut, elle ell fut "i piquec, qU'clle j<.-tta par 
H terre son aiguille de tete et ~e" boudes d'oreillc~, rentrs dans I'inti'rieur de 6011 

" palais, dont e1le fit fcrmer 1('1; portes, et dtls-Iors il ne fut pili!' qucl!lion de 
" transferer Is cour: Ie minihtre lI 'osa reparoitre d('vant cl\e. Ceperuhmt Ie .. 
" Mongoul o.rriverenl devant Hang-tcheou .. . L·imperatrice regentc l'lIvoyn ;\ 
" Peyen Ie sceau de I'empire commc un lIigne qu'eHe se soumeUoit." }',369. 
Our author's reflexion on her want of rt"llOlution might have been spared. 

94,1}. The surrender of the capital took place in 1276, but it was not until thfc" 
end of tbe year 1279 that the conquest of China was completed by the issue of a 
Krest naval engagement. "La floUe Chinoille" says ou lIaltJe " ayant etC 
" jointe par III HoHe Tartare, De peut eviler Ie combat; iI fut sanglant et deeisif 
" pour le8 Tartares, qui de6rent eutierement letl Chinois. Le col4o Lo-sieou.se, 
" 8. qui l'empereur avoit eM COnDe, voyant Ie on;re qui Ie portoit entoure de 
" tous c6tes de-s vaiaseaux Tartares, prit entre ses brus Je Jeune prince qui 
" n'avoit que huit anll, et 8e precipita avec lui dans 18 mer .•. CeUe fune&te 
" catastrophe arriva pres d'une illle dependante de Quang-lchetJu-/ou (Canton) 
" capitale de la province de Qutmg-long. On llI8Qfe que daus cette joum6e, 

"pia 
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C( plul de cent mille Chinoil perirent, sojt par le fer, soit danl lee ean, oil III SO 
" J. ... OK. II. 

P Qpart Be Jettcrent de descspoir. Ainii fin .... dyne.Ue Song et avec elle la 
" domination Chinoise." P.494. 'CHAP. LV. 

946. An instance i8 mentioned (.of the kind l:attention paid to her by the reigning 
empress. "L'an 1281 mOUrul )'impcratricc Iltmkiwclri, fpoule de HoupilDi-lum 
:: (/!(lu~/a'i.~aan)~ douee dell plu!4 belle!! .qualitcg de I'csprit et du camt .. . Lorsque 

I unpc ratrlce r('gente del Song filt am\'ee dans Ie Nord, clle !Ie lentit ineom­
" mOlIt:{' par Il' changement de climat 8anl~ pouyoir Ie procurer aucun soulage_ 
U ment. JJonkilmlii, }lenluadec que I'air seul en etoit la caU8C, prcssa lloupiltJi­
II Aan de 10 rCllvoyf'f dans los provinces du flud, muiR no pouvant obtenir ceUe 
" gr8C(" clle apportn tOU9 Rei! Rains pour retablir sa snnte et lui rendre sa. 
" captivitC mains dure." Hist. gen. de la Chine, p. 408. 

CHAPTER LVI. 

Of the city if Koi-gan.%u. 

Notte. 

K Ul. CAN.ZU is a very handsome and wealthy city, lying in a direction CHAP. LVI. 

between south. cast and cast. at the commencement of the province of 
}'101yi, where a prodigious number of vessels are continually passing; 
its situation (as we have already observed) being near the bank of the 
river Kara_mornn.941 Large consignment!> of merchandise are forward. 
ed to this city, in order that the goods may be transported, by means 
of this river, to various other places. Salt is manufactured here in 
great quantities, not only for the consumption of the city itself, but foc 

exportation to other parts ; and from this salt his majesty deri\'cs an 
ample revenue.94B 

NOTES. 

9'7. On the subject of this city see Note 9S0. He situation ill about fiyc miles 
distant from the Yellow river, with which it communicatell by meaU8 of tbe grand 
canal. h A deux lieues cUe " lin bourg de sa d6pcndance " ea)'H Du HaIde 
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BOO\[ n. ...... 
CHAP. INI . 

Note~. 

TRAVEL.!tMARCO POLO. 

" nammr Tsing-kiang-pou, qui elll commc Ie port du flcuve Hoang-ho." T. i, 
p.133. H Now~ quittamc!I Ie qIli (til' T siT/·fcjang'·pou) a cinq Ill'ures" 118,8 De 
GUig- IWb "cl nou~ 8ui ... hllt'1o Ie canlll imperiaL .• Nou~ mouiJIllmcB a )a Ruit il 
Otto,lJ-Tlgan-jou (JJ()(/i·n[!.an-fu).". T. ii , p. 33. 

948. " Proche de lit. " !UlP; P. Martini" il y a ilea marais salami, ou il se fait du 
" tel en abondance." Thevenot, iii ..... pRrtic, p . 131. 

L 

CHAPTElt LVII. 

OIllle to'U'lI Q[ Pau-ghin. 

(H \I'. IXI/ . UPON leaving Koi.gan-zu you travel one day's journey towards the 
south-east, by a handsome stone.causeway, lc,uling into the province 
of Alanji. On both sides uf the cuu.:.cway there arc vcry extensive 
marshy lakes, the waters of which arc (leep. and may be navigateo j 949 

nor is there besides this, any other road uy which the provil~ee can be 
entered. 1t is, however, accessible by means of shipping; and in this 
manner it was that the oUiceI' who commanded his majesty's armies 
invaded it, by effecting a 1anding wjth his whole iorcc.!I!>o At the end 
of the day's journey you reach a considerable town named Pau.gllill.!Jjl 
The inhabitants worship idols, burn their dead, use paper money, and arc 
the subjects of the Grand !dtafl. They gain their living by traclc and 
manufacture. They have much silk, aud Wdve gold tissues. The 
nece!isuies of life are there in abundallce. 

NOTES. 

9,19. These causeways form the embankments of th(' cBnnl~ and 8('paratc it, 011 

a higher level, from the wllters ofthc lake. "Le canal ".8KYS Dc Guigncs " COil· 
H tillUC d'!:tre horde des deux Cutes pal' une chaussee d'cnviron vingt Ii vingt.cinc{ 
" pied!\. de lar ... eur t;ur dix Ii. douze de hauteur, COUPl1C quclquc foi s par des ec!uscs. " , , 
" Nous ("urnes 1e matin des ri8ieres it notre gauche, et Ie lac KlJo-yelJu-/lOu 11 notre 
"droitc. Ce lnc occupe un tre8-grn nd terrain, ct forme pr<'!H].ue Ie dCilli~e; 

" son 



fC IOn diamctre CIt IIi considerable qll'on dislingue avec peine lea terres de la partie 
" occidentale," T . ii, p • .35. It would ~('1Il tbllt in our author'!> time there wall 
only II. !oio~le embllil klllent at thi~ part ; hy means of which the waterB of the l";e, 
on that Elide wbicll was fed by the rivulets, were kept up to an arti6tialle.e1. 
Mucb of tb(' country, Staunton oiH;('rves, that was formerly under water, bas been 

drained and brought into cuitivlltion. 

950. From this It mll lo! l>£> undeNotood that th(' fleet of transport" cnlered the 
canal, or the portion of the lake thllt lierved the purpolic of a canal, nnd COD­

veyed 11)(' troops to the n(,jghbourhood of the city of J/Qai.gnml, which !.lands on 

itll bank in tl ... lIIitl~ t of It swum I)' "On craint" sUylj Ou Halde " d'y ~Ire sub­
" merl;(' pili (Iuciqu(' crllc d'eau elr.traordinuirl', cur Ie terrain de la viHe cst plus 
" ball (ille ('clui dn cunaL" P.133. 

951. Thj~ is tht: Pnll·il1-Chf'JI 1)1' Van BraHm's journal, thr P(JOoyn-hiffl of Du 
HaMe'., Il1I1P, and th<' l)aa·,Ij"t:·~ftirn of Stnuntoll'b, " In tile' mid",t of the 10,," 
" ground", in thi~ part of the roule " ~ay" !lIe latt(,I' H a tOWIi of the third order was 
" situated, the top~ of ilh wall '! lll'ing httlE' 1II01't' than It!vcl "ith thc surface of 
" thc cllnal, which 100'I1\el1 lUI ilfltu'duct rni~ed 1\\(,lIt) fect, walo two hundred feet 
" in width, and ran at the rate of three miles an hour." 

CHAPTER LVIII. 

Of the r;fJl q{ Kain. 

BOOK 11 • ..,... 
(.1V.P. t.YJJ. 

NolO. . 

AT the distance of a day's journey from Pau-ghin, towards the south- CHAI',l,vlll. 

east, stands the large and well-built city of Kam.952 Its inhabitants 
are idolaters, use the papcr~money as their currency. and are the sub. 
jects of the Grand·lchon Trade and manufactures flourish amongst 
them. They have fish in abundance, and game also, both beasts and 
birds. Pheasants in particular are in such plenty, that for a bit of silver 
equal in value to a Venetian groat, you may purchase three of these 
birds. of the size of pea-fowls. 

NOTE. 

3 Q ~ 
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NOTE. 

BOOKIL 952. However different the names may appear, this is evidently the town 0( 

CHAP. LVIlI. Kao-!Ju, on the banks of the Jakt' and canal; and it is not improbable that Ka.iJC 
is a typographical mistake for Ea-iu or Ea"Yu, as in almost every name we have Nocc. 
observed tbe final u to be changed for some other letter resembling it in form. 
By Van Braam, who passed tbe place in the night , it is called Kau-you. Staun­
ton notices it in the fo1lowing words: "Soon afterwards the yaehb "I"!'ived before 
U a handsome town, of which such of the houscil 8S Cronted n terroce on the banks 
" of the canal, were all two stories high, and neatly white-washed." P.419. P. 
M.artini, in speaking of tbi" placl', mentions the circullll>tancc of the cuust'way 
or embankment of the canal, being mnde to pass along the border of the lake: 
" A6n que leb navire!l lie soient cOfltraint!! de passer par ce lac, on y 0. fait 1\ 
" cute ('t fa un de!! bords, UII canal de pierre de taille quarrce, long tio soi"ant~ 
" slades." P. 129. 

CHAPTER LIX. 

Of the cities qf Tin~g1L; and Chin-gui. 

CHAP. LlX. AT the end of a day's journey from the last mentioned place, in the 
course of which mauy villages and much tilled land nrc met with, you 
reach a city named Tin-gui, not of any great size, but plentifully fur~ 
nished with all the necessaries of life. The people are idolaters, the 
subjects of the Grand khan, and use his paper-money. They are mef­
chAnts and have many trading ves6els. Both beasts and birds are here 
found in plenty. The situation of this city .is towards the sonth.east, 
and on the left.hand, that is, on the eastern side of it, at the distance 
of three days' journey, you find the sea.. In the intermedi.te space 
there are many salt-works, where large quantities of salt are manu .. 

facturec:J.953 You next come to the large and well·built town of Chin .. 
pit from whence salt is eJ,ported sufficient for the supply of aJl the 
neighbouring provinces.95' On this article his majesty raises a revenue, 

the 
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the amount of which would scarcely be credited. Here also the in. ' BOOK U. 
habitants worship idols, use paper.money, and Bre the aubjects of his CHA~", 
majesty. 

NOTES. 

953. Tingui or Tingiu appears to be the Tai-c/Jeu of the maps, a city of the 
second ort.\('r, dependent upon l'ang·druJu " bllt of which, as it lies out oC the 
rout(' of tra\elle~, we have little informatlOlI. The situation, however, with 
rellpfd to the sca, and in the mid"t of 8alt.work~, bf'rVe& to cbtablish th(>ir iden­
tity. "11) .. bcaucoup de salines" observe!. Martini "vPrs l'orient de Ie. ville 
" (de limg-clleu) 01'1 Ie se) se fllit de I'eau de Ia mer." P. 129. 

954. Thill pIller, as a marl for exporting the ,;all to lhifercnt provinces, we may 
pfeliUme to lie Ilcar tht' great river, alld T~IIIg-ki{mg·/!wj prelocuts itl-Clf as favor .. 
ably circumstanced for Illat traffic. It mUhl, however, be ob5erved that Chj~gu; 
or Cin"Kui, as distinct from Tin-gui, iI. not to he found in the Basic edition or 

Venice E'pitomc. 

CHAPTER LX. 

Of tile ci('1 ql' Yan-gui , if which Marco Polo held the government. 

}lROCJo:EDlNG in a south-easterly direction from Chin-gui, you come to CHAP. LX. 

the important city of Yan-gui, which, having twenty-seven towns un-
der its jurisdiction, must be considered as a place of great conse· 
quence.!Y.I!) It belongs to the dominion of the Grand khan.""!> The 
people are idolaters, and subsist by trade and manual arts. They manu-
facture arms and aU sorts of warlike accoutrements; in consequence of 
which many troops are stationed in this part of the country,!I:.7 The 
city is the place of residence of one of the twelve nobles, before spoken 
of, who are appointed by his majesty to the government of the pro-
vinces ; !l~H and in the room of one of these, MARCO POLO, by special 
order of his majesty, acted as governor of this city during the space of 
three years.9S9 

NOTES. 
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NOTES. 

955. The points of the co mpass must here be greatly perverted; but whatever 
may be the- situations a .. signcd to the illcolIAideruhit" plarcb .111 .. 1 menliollC'cl, no 
d(.ubt" call be cnterlaill('d of l im.gui or Ytm.giu b('ing til(' clt~ of }fJ1l{}.,c//(tt:fu; 
ulthougll 11ll' ,lllfl~dIClioll of til(' hitter {'Clmprf!hclldeu, ill thl' bf'l'cutet'nlh cNltury, 
nccortlillg 10 J\'fartJJti, onl> kn, instead of tW £'JJi) ' II(' \ cJl tOWII";, u C't'"t une 

" ville forllllllfch anctf' '' 'my" Uu Hatde (, et a .. ') f.ulllll J,{nmd commt'I'f(, de 
" totll t'!! sorlt'!> d'OIlHolAt' .. Chllloj~ •. . Lc Tl'<,tC OU ('flllal jll t-qu'a Pc.ling. n 'a 

" 8ucunc "lie- (Ju1111i ~ol l c(lu'Iulrablf' ••. 1 (m;:,·lc1i('(1/l it (kux lie lie .. d{'circUlI, c t 
" I'oll ) I UWpll ', lalll (I.III~ Ja \dlf', (Jlle d:UI~ 1('1 .. fllllxhollrg"', dt'lI): nllllion!, 
U d'lI )1H'''.'' 'I' . I, p. 1:;4, ",\ 111\(' lu' ure" ~a) .. 'full Rnnull "nous !>omllU"I re­
I, purh", nllllill durant Ilullruntl'-cill/i minute!> Ie Jong un f('mparl U" In \'Ille dl' 
" lUlIg-lr/lfou:f(m, '- llut"c !\ rOUI,~t de In ri"i(\rc, Elle p.lralt tr.\ .. ·,'u .. II'; deli 
" lJu\',r(,j;, d6 )nrh ... , t't deli llllt(,:lIlX (>11 garlli ...... cut Ii'" horf! .. I_"f c{,lIt.l inl''', ct 
u la foule till IJI'llplc rlue prt~ .. ('nt('nt It· .. delix riv(' .. , ('~! IIlllolllhr,lhl(' ." P.66. 
Staunlon ~rt'a l.. .. ui'it ,UI 11 {'il \' of' tile fir~t onkr, IW 'lI' in~ tlJ(' mark .. (If' great 
antiqullY, "It Io tlil" Iw .. ,IJ'~ " hurl til l' appl'ar,lflc/' of ('u rn iliA on n cll u .. j,lt'rahle 
" traul' : ancllilt'I'I' W('rl' not Ii.'wer tlUllt a thou~l!lId v('~ ... ('I .. of ,liH'I'n'nt '>IZ" " lying 
H at aurhor clm,t' to 11. " P .4-2O, The!>e lIl(){lCl'lI account ... ju"h(y til<' iUI'" our 
author \'l1ll1>a "0111'" to gl \ t' of It .. im portulIc('. 

9,5b. It umy uppro,u' ~llpl'l'fluoll" III our authul" 10 COllullIluiratl' Ihe ill formation 
that thl~ und o th/' r cilie!> hCltHlg'l'd to til\' domiuiou of hi " II1n ~tl' r ; IlIlt it IIUI" t be 

recollt'cll!U that the ronquet.t of Southern Cltilla \\, ,1>; ('Wedell "\lh~~lUl'ntly to thl' 
arri\',d of the 1'01.0 famil" , and til ..!. t at Ih c time of lIlal..w!t' hi., memorandum .. , 
many con .. ider,ible places might ~ti1ll.Jave held out or bt'en very reccntly annexed 
to the em pire. 

Q57. The manufacturc of arms at a particular city does lIot appear to ue a 
sufficient real/On lor shltioning an army in that quartcr; )('t twch is the import {If 
the 'Word!! ill the text. 1t is more likely that the work l!l should have been esta~ 
blislled at thil; central placr in consequence of the number of troopR kept up in 
its 'ficlIlity . StRunton remArks that" a garrison of at I~a!lt two thousand men 
" turlled out, appoioted- as if going to be reviewed," 

958, From tbe account of the civil trihunal of Twe lve, given in chap. xi. of 
thill Book, and Note 683, it did not appear, IlS this pa!>~age implit>s, that the 
governors of the provinces or viceroys, as tlley are termed ( tsong-lu), were eho­

.en 



sen fIIWm t~ir own bodyetsnch a selection !nay have taken place occasionally, 
without being the f"'Ilitb1isbed practice, 

959, The mode .. t, indde.l manoer III which rh(> fact of our author's having 
held 80 dilllinguisbf'd an appointm('ut, i~ made kllf)wn to the readel'l, 'furni.hes 
strong internal evid('nce of itll truth. At a ,lifferent pelioJ tilt' strict Vhinee 
ruleh of ('xaminatioll would tlt' un Impelilment tn it foreigner'" ohtaining of .. 
fieinl milk in the !!tote; but Kllblm, although he lihl'wed \"t'SPI!Ct for the 
in'ltitution"l of thmlC whom he bad conqllered, did not he'litate to llPI)oiot to 
officeR tho'l(> whom lll' df'f"med he'll quohfil'll to ~crvc him. HII; lir'lt mini!lh..'f of 
finance, lor mUIlY .venrs, Wit'! an Amb. 

rrmg·d,('u:/It ill not:1.t this day til(' Io,'a l of n I, oll-tlt ai' vic<'roy, lie rt'bides at 
Kiong--¥lillt{ lIr NOf/.kinlj, the capital 01" Ih!" provlllCC: hut It appeilr~ from Du 
lIaldl,thal, ulldl'r Ihl~ ~r(,Bt offic£'r, the provlllce i<i divided mto two government!!, 
the cash'l'n and the wC61l'rn; thl" 1;('1\1'1 of which arc the dticb of Su-chtU1u and 
Ngnn.ldllg-Jil. T i, p. 127 and 129. 

CHAPTER LXI. 

Q/ tlte pruvince Qj' Nan-ghin, 

N 4N·GJIfN is the name of a large and distmguished province of MatVi, CH.-\P, LXI. 

situated toward:. the WC<;t.'lbU The people are idolaters, use paper.money 
in currency. and are largely engaged in commerce They have raw· 
silk, and weave tissues of' silk and gold ill great quantities, and of va-
rious patterns, The counu'y produces abundance of corn. aud is stored 
as well with domestic eattic, as with beasts and birds that are the ob-
jects of~hc chase. It supplies the sovereign with au ample revenue, 
and chiefly from the imposts levied upon the rich articles in which the 
merchants trauc.9ljl We shall now speak of the noble city of Sa.yan..fo. 

NOTES. 

960. By Nan.g/lln (in the BIl~le edition Nauigui, and in tbe manuscript, as 
well as the epitomes Nflingui) must unquestiollably be meant Nan-king, formerly 

lhe 
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BOO~ the name of the province to wbich. the reigning dr. bas giY8n tbfl of A.ag-

- nan." Jls (the eastern Tartars, says Martini) ont change Ie nom de 18 ville et de 
~AP:LXl. " Ie province ; car au lieu de Nan-kittg ile rant norome Kiang.JWlf, et 18 ville, 

Noc.. "Kinng.,iing, qui aupllravant 8'appelloit lng~ien." tinder tbe precedi.ng dyoll8ty 
of the Ming, however, tbis capital was commonly named Nan-king, signifyinlf 
ihe "southern court," to distinguish it from Pe-king or the northern court, to 
whieb latter the seat of government was transferred by long.,[o, the third of tbat 
race, about the year 1411; and by that appellation it is IItill best known to Eurp­
peaos. It should be observed that at an earlier period the name of Nan-king "as 
in like manner given to tbe city of Kai-Jong, capital of the province of Ifo-nan, 
wbich W8S occasionally the residence of the emperors of China. 

961. H Cette province " suys Du HaIde, speaking of Kiang-nan or Nan.king 
" est une de~ plu!! ferlil es, dell plus marchande~, et par conscquent des plus 
" richCti provinces de l'empirt· ... Lc~ etofFcs de soye, &c. ct g{'neralement tout cc 
" qui vient, tant de Nan.king, 'Ille des autrel! villes de 18 provinc(', 0\1 iI Be fuit 
U un commerce ctonllallt, cst bcaucoull l'lus estimc et plus ~hcr (Iue cc que 8C 
" reti1e deB autrcs province; . .. Entin clle cst F.i abondllnte ct hi richf', qu'clJe bl.et 
" chaque annce dans leg colfres de !'empereur environ trente- deux millions de 
" tatl, (about eleven milliODs sterling)." P. 127. 

CHAPTER LXII. 

Of the city 'If Sa.yan;!., that lVas taken by the means 'If M.M. Nicolo 
and M qffio Polo. 

CHAP. LXJl. SJ.-Y..fN·FU is a consiJerable city of the province of Ma7!.i~'having 
under its jurisdiction twe1ve wealthy and large towml.!l62 It is a place 
of great commerce and extensive manufactures. The inhabitants burn 
the bodies of their dead, and are iuol.e.ters.!lGJ They are the subjects of 
his majesty and use his paper-currency. Raw.silk is there produced in 
great quantity, and the finest silks, intermixed with gold, are woven. 
Game of aU kinds abounds. The place is amply furnished with .every 
thing. that belonS1\ to a great city, and by its uncommon strength it wu 

enabled 
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enabled to stand a. si(~gc of thr(!l~ years; refusing to surrender to the ltOOK II. 

Grand khan, even after he had obtained possession of the province of CHA;-Lltll. 

Ma,yi.904 The difficulties experienced in the reduction of it were chief: 
ly occasioned hy the army's not being able to appruach it, excepting nn 
the northern !>ide; the others being surrounded with watcr,96:i by means 
of which the place continually received supplies, which it was not in 
the power of' the besiegers to prevent.!l(;(, When the operations were 
reported to his majesty, he felt extremely hurt that this place alone 
should obstinately hold out, after all the rest of the country had been 
reduced to obedience. The circumstance having come to the know-
ledge of the brothers NICOLO and MAFJIJO, who w('re then resident at 
t(le imperial court,!lG7 they immediately presented themselves to the 
Grand khan, and proposed to him that they should be allowed to con-
struct machines, such as were made U~t: of in the W cst, capable of 
throwing stones of three hundred pounds weight, by which the build-

iDgS of the city might be destroyed and the inhabitants killed. Their 
memorial wa~ attended to by his majesty, and, warmly approving of 
their scheme, he gave orders that the ablest smiths and carpenters 
should be placed under their direction; amongst whom were :iome 
Nestorian Christian .. , who proved to be most able mechalli cs.!Jljlj JII a 
few days they completed three engines, according to the instructions 
furnished by the two brothers, and a trial being made of thel11 in tile 
presence of the Grand khan and of his whole court, an opportunity 
was afforded of seeing them cast stones, each of which weighed three 
hundred pounds. They were then put on board of vessels, and COll-

veyed to the army. When set up, in front of the city of' Sa.yanJi" 
the first stone projected by one of them fell with such weight and via. 
lence upon a building, that a great part of it was cru~hed and fell to 
the ground. So terrified were the inhabitants by this mischief; which 
to them seemed to be the effect cJ a thunder~bolt from heaven,!!1'9 that 
they immediately deliberated upon the expediency of surrendering. 
Persons authorised to treat were accordingly sent from the place, and 
their submission was accepted on the same terms and conditions as had 
been granted to the rest of the proyince. This prompt result of their 
ingenuity increased the reputatiou and credit of these two Venetian 
brctthera, in the opinion of his majesty and of all his eourtiers.!!70· 

3 R NOTES. 
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CHAP. LXII. 
NOlc~. 

TlUVXLS OF MARCO POLO. 

NOTES. 

962. In proceeding to the descriptioll of tbis remarkable city, our author de. 
parts from the forms of an itinerary, and makes no m('ntion of its distance or its 
bt'urings fi'om any of the place .. already noticed. Sinng:1j(/1lg i .. situated in the 
northern part of the province of lfu-kuang, adjoining to that of Kiang.nan, upon 
tho rint' OM, which discharges itself into the KinIIg. The number of towns 
uader ita juriidictioD, at the time Martioi wrote, was seven, exclusive of sonic 
(ortreS8e11. 

96S. We are naturally surpri..cd at these fe'peated 4lsscrtion<;, that, even ill the 
central parts of the empire, the inhabitunt!! WeTI:' accustomed to bul'll tbl.' bodil.~ 
of tlleir dead. It lIppcarlj , however, from th(' oil&enntion'l nuule by the gentle­
men of thf' Dutch emba~~y! in paB~illg throu~h the provinc(' of Kiang-nan, that 
:regular inltulnlttion i ~ not , f'ven now, Q('\ gt' llcrol as had bt'('n supposed, and it 
may be6ir to eonjecture that, a'! many of the Chines(' superstition", and along 
with them, tho doclrioe of the metemp",ychosis, were borrowed from their Indian 
Dcighbours, tbe l-itCIl of the fUllerli1 pile may formerly haY!' bej' lI still more preva~ 
lent. "J'ni remarque ici" say!O Van Braam "un .. inguiit'r lFmgc reilltivpment 
IC aux morts, pui'>qu'on place illditreremmf'ut leurs ct'rcueii'l diUJ~ Ull "hillllP qu('l~ 
" conque, et stir hI. lIuperficic de In terre ... Noll s avons ras~{· devallt I)(,:luconp de 
" BepuIturcs de ceUe espCcE>, depuis deux jOllrs_ LeI> Chi not '! lIIontrunt une 
4C ellt~mn veneration POIU- leurs mortlol, ccttc monicre, qu'on !,ourrail appeler 
"indecente, par rapport it eux, m'ctonnait beaucoup, ,1'('11 cherchai~ donc 18 
" railon, dl'oo me dil que leti terres ctaient 8i busses, qu'on ne pou\·ait pas 
" inhumer les corps, p8ree qu'ils seraient dans I'ea.u; idee que lea Chinois ne 
It peuvent. adopter, puisqu'ila 80Ilt persuad68 que lea morts aiment un sejour !.ee. 
" Aprcs un certain temp!!, lea cercueil8, qui ant ete ainsi laisses f'n chllmp ouv('rt 
" sont hrdlts avec It: cadatm: qu'ils renferment; on en rpcueille le'l ccndr('s, qu'on 
" met dans des urnes recouvertes, ct qU'on enfouit eo8uite, A demi, dans la terl-e. 
" J'ai vu, Ie long de rna route, df'fl umeA ainai disp096es. C'eat pour Ia premiere 
" lOia que j'ai appri. aujourd'hui que l'ueage du brG.lement des morts, et celui 
" de reeueillir leurs cendrea, avaient lieq, a la Chine," Voy, en Chine, t. ii, p. 
120, The bame facUi ure noticed allto by~e Guignes, who' says, Cf Lorsque les 
" corps sont detruits, et qu'il n'en reste pina que les 08, Hsles brllient, et renfer· 
II ment les cendre8 dans des vases au jarrell qu'ils mettent dansla terre." T. ii, p. 
59. The Jesuit mi88ionaries alao remark that the practice of burning th(' bones 
01' the deceued takel place in the provillct or .K.iang-ti. " Vers Ja fin de l'annee, 
U en hiver," 118.)·8 p, d'EntrecoUet, "lee bonzee VtePBeot retirer lea OI8emens pour 
" fBire place. d'aatree et ile 101 br1.\leDt durant UDe e8pec8 de service qu'i1s font 

" pour 
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" pour eea malheureax d~funt8." LeU. edif. t. niii, p. ~5. 
tomary to burn the bodies of the dead. 

I .. Iapan it it ell'" BOOK. 11. 

964. According to those who have written OD the authority of tile ChiDeec 
annalb, SI'ang-y ang was invested in 1269, and taken in t273; whereu H_~ 
the capital of the Song, was Rot summoned until ]276. Our autbor, therefore, 
inatcad of saying that the whole of Manji had been conquered during the eoatinu .. 
anee of the siege, should have confined his assertion to a considerable part. It 
would be presumptuous to question the accuracy of the anBala, but it. may be 
remarked that whilst in l'Hist. gen. de 10. Chiue (t. ix, p. 329) this remarkable 
siege is said to have lasted four .rears, we are told by P. GaubH (Ohl. Chroa. p. 
198) that its duration was upwards of five. }'or the datCll of historical eventfi, 
however, it i, probable that our author may have trusted too much to hia 
memory. 

965. The operations were directed, in the fiNlt instance, againlt Fmt-chittg, on 
th~ northern side of the Ran, opposite to, and n kind of suburb of S~, 
which appearM from the plan in Du Halde, to be in part encompa88ed by a bend 
of that river. 

966. " L(>s troupes qui etoient devant Siang-yang et FmHching" say, the 
elder Dc Guign('s l' se contentoient de conserver leurs retl'9.nchemens, ct vou­
" 10i{'lIt prendre cell deux ville!! per iftminc. Quelque terns auparavant les 
" Chinois Rvoicut trollv i'! Ie moyen d'y faire entrer des provision! t.. la faveur de 
" l'inondation de)n rivicre de Han, mais il8 Dvoient etc battU!1 en se retirnnt ••• 
" L os Cbinoi!! tClltl~rent d', envoyer de nouveHf!'8 provisions, ct fireDt equiper 
" un e AGUe 8ur laquelle i}" mirent cent mille hommell., mais Alchou qui cornman. 
H doit pour Je.!! Mogols it Lou-men, )a dissipa, et s'cmpara d'une grande partie 
" des munitions. " Hist gen. des Huns, )iv. xvi, p. 154. Y et he might not have 
been equally succe~slul in defeating other less open attempts. 

967. In the BasIc edition tbe autbor attributes to himself a share or the merit; 
the words being: " IlIo enim tempore ego et pater meus atque pntruUB fuimu8 in 
" impcratoris aula;" and in the Italian epitome: " Certamente la fo presa. per 
" industria de milier Nicolo e Mafio e Marco." 

968. The!Je peoplf! we might understand from the text of Ramusio to be Asiatic 
Christians, and p088ibly 19hur, or Rum", who were tben aeeounted the most 
iDgeniou!il und best instructed people employed at the courts or in the armies of 
tbe T,.rtar Rod other eastern prineea. In tbe BasIc edition, on tbe contrary, 

8R2 tbey 

CHAt'. l.J(.1t. 

N ..... 
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BOOK.rfJ:' they are spoken of as " fabro~ JirnaTios Christianos quoa nobiscuro babuirnUlj" 
and in the epitome, as "maestri Venetiani che era (erano) in queUe parte." 

CRAP. LXII. 

009. Frequent notice is taken ill the Chinetoe annals, of the fall of meteoric 
stones. See Voy, a Peking par De GuigoE!8, t. i, p. 195-fl50. 

970. The circumstances of the employment of thebe catapultll!, which are 
curious both a8 they respect tbe history of the nrts, and the authenticity of our 
author's relation, are thus detailed by the aulhor of L . Hi'lt. gen. des HUDS: 
" Ali-yaga, officier Igour dans I'armec MogoIe, V()YUlIt que Ie Hicge de Siang­
H !lang tratnoit trop en longueur, fit proposer a Kub/ai' 11(' fuirc venir d'occident 
H des machinistes qui par Ie moyen d'un rCAsort pouvoicnt lancer d('<' pierres de 
U cent cinqulllite livres, et iI prctcndoit qu'avec cc secours il se rcndroit maitre 
" en ppu de lems de Siang-ynl1g et de rrm.fch.illg. Kubla"l suivit cc cOllscil, 
II Marc Paul avec son perc ('t 90n oncle, {lui Hnient ulora 1\ III. caul' de ee prince, 
" firent faire par r1e'l charpentier!! chretien!! trois de ces machine". !Ii grand, ts. 
" lelW rapport, qu'elles pouvoient jetter de!! pierr~ du paids df' (ruis cenlllivrcli. 
U On en fit 1'6preuve a Peking, ct deux MahoQlctans, Awcddin (Ies Chinois Je 
II nomme Alaoualing) et Othman (je r('ndll aiusi Ie nom Cbinoio bctUuin) furent 

" charges de lell conduire au siege. lis Jes dressen'lll devant PmN.ritillg, Otl 
" el1e9 ne tarderent pas il faire breche ... Apres la prise de Fan.frhil1g, Jel> 
" MogolM transporterent toutes leurs machinell devant Siflng"Yallg; un retnmc1le­
" ment de bois qui avoit Hc 61evt: lIur les remparls, fut au""ilOt r('[werse lIV(,C un 
" fracas cpouvantabJe, qui decouragea les assicgcfl. Ali-yayll ,,'approci1a des 
"murailles, et proposa a Lu-'f.lI!n-/!oang des collditiontJ honorables que cC'lui 
" acceptn; Illo['1:l In ville fut remiso aux Mogois (lui ell prircnt possession. Les 

" generaus r('fjurent beau('.()up d'l-loges de KuMai." Liv. xvi, p. 156. 
In the fOregoing extract, although the details are derived from the Chinese 

annals, the mention of the POLO family iii introduced, avowedly, on our travel~ 
ler'!! OWll autbority; which the-refore proves no more tban the e~tiOlation in which 
it was held by the learned and judicious writer, who frequently quotes it in that 
part of his work which relates to H LeI! Mogole de III Chine," B) tbe editor 
of L'Hilit. gen. de la Chine the tran~action i8 spoken of, in the following tcrmll: 
" L'his\oire Chinoiae rnpporteen effet qu'un seigneur 19our, appeHc Alihaiyo, 
" un des officiers-gencraux qui cODlIuandoit 8usiege de Siang-yang et avoit une 
" grande eonnoi88ance des pays d'Occident, propOlJIl Ii lIoupilal-ha" dont il eloit 
u pcrsonneUement connu, de faire venir pluaieurtl machiJlistea occidcntaux qui 
" avoient J'art de lancer des pierretl de cent cinquante 1iVl"e~. 011 en tit venu" 
" deux, Iflatnding, natif de Moufali, et Ion eleve Yatmain, Datil' de Houli au 
U HiuIU. U. fireDt. l'6preuve de leun macbioeli a TaW", et furent envo)'ea. 

" detaDi 
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" d~vant SianK":!/lI1Ig Ii la fin de 1272. Lea noml de eM mac.hini8te1 paroisseot 
CI At8~: iI faut lupposer que Marco Polo, dont it n'est point parle dans tout 
" ceci, cannoissoil celt maC'hinistc,", ct qu'it parlll d'eux au. general Aliluif6a." 
T. ix, p.329, 

Whatever the difference may be behn>('n these statement!! of the transaction aod 
that in the text, it must be admiut.·d, even on the supposition of the calC being u 
reprco;rnll'd by the ChinesE', that our author '!; account, witb all ;111 J)rclumed in. 
nccurac;e .. , cou ld not hllv e been given b) one who W1H nol actually on tbe tipot; 
and the qUC<l tlOlI will then re-.;olve itself into the comparative d(>grcc of credit to 
be allowt'd to two ('vidences whovury from ruch other ill relating the circumll tances 
of IllllScknowlclig('(1 filet . On thi s groundn!) ,l(\vocate tor the v('rtlcity of MAR CO 

Por.o will lI~k, whetlll'r the compollC'r,. of tlu' <lullal", however cOllver~alll with 
puhlic j' vC'nt~, II'Nt' iik(>iy to be 110 well acqlluin!('d wl!h the interior of tbe court, 
as to f'tlahll' thl'm to "tat I' with Cl' rtainty by whallllrlivuJml\ a pblitiral or a mili· 
tary idea wn~ 8u~~"lt'd to tilt' monarch, that monarch bf'ill~ It foreign conqueror j 
and wht'lhl!r, in df'fllllU of ·mch accurate informatio ll , It w:u. 1I0t natural for them 
to attrihut(· the sclll'mc to thr o'it('oll ihle officer, althouJ(h h(> was 1I0t the original 

ad,' jioC) r ? H(' may further R .. k
J 

why, if A li!ln.ya, ill cousNlucllce orhi" knowledge 

of the lIrt or Wllr, us prllcti:,cd in lhe we<;teru cotlntri('~, W:l lI llWare of the nature 
and U lil'~ fir '> tlch machillE"i, it did not occur to him to propO~ t' their employment 

against thl' tOWI) he wa" investing, until the third or fourth ye,lr of the siege; and 
wby he should Ilo[ rutht'I' have endellyoured to l'on!ttnu;t them 011 the tlpot wbere 
he could halle iU'IpC'('tcd the progre .... of the work , and assured hilll"clf of the due 
execution, thall tu IClluinl fhf'm fram Peking, where, we urt' to presume from the 
Cltine~e rrilltion, they were till tho.t timp unknown ~ Whereas., to neither of 
(hOlie ohjed ion .. iii ou r author's stnry linhlf'. His f,unily were theu but just arrived 
in Chinl! , ond thf'r huggested the mellsure as IIiOOIl lili tbey had information of tho 
diRiClIltil. tj attending the hie;:c; and upon rt'ceivill~ lhe l"O)a1 hUllction, hn· 
medinh.I)· Iwt ahout realisinp; their idea'>. Upon th(> who If:, cOllhidl'rillg the ex. 
treme iA"f1orance of the Chinese with n ·gal"d to for('ign lIutiom, and the contempt 

affected h) them for thl' individunls, it is not surprising that the historians of those 

days hhouhl, l'ithcr From WllOt of knowledgl' or from de~ign, omit to attribute tho 

merit of a hrilliant military operation, to a family of Chrihtiull merchant .. , whofle 

native country they could not hue described, becau ... e it wah entirely ullknown to 
them, and \vhO:!c fa\'ourable rL'C('ption at tbe Tartur court mu",l baw been a sub· 

jed of j (>aloll li'Y IIml indignation. 
It mu .. t not h(Ore b(' pasaed unnoticed, tbat the con:,iil lcllCY of our author iii put 

to II. liIeVf'rt'tt'st by tli(' dote commonly as~ign('tl to thc TC'ilUclion of Siollg:yang, 
which, jl it actually took p1ace at the close of the yenr 1273, Illlow9 110 more 
than two years (or the journey of the POLO family from Acre, in Palestine, which 
tile,. certainly left about the end of 1271 (as sbc"'u in Note !J7), ulltil thei.r arri· 

".1 
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val at Peking; whilst in Kamu.uo's text, although not in the Btutle edition, it is 
Baid to have occupied three years and an half. It becomes necetlll8.ry therefore to 
adopt the opi.nion, either that the time they were on the road did not in Cact 
exceed the first-mentioned period, or that the siege was not terminated 80 early 
88 P. Gaubil and P. MaiHa have stated; to which latter supposition some degrre 
of probability is given by the repeatad assertion of our author that this was 
amongst tbe last places of Matfii that held out against the TartaN. 

CHAPTER LXIll. 

Qf the ci~ 'If Sin-gui, and 'If the very great river Kiang, 

CHAP,LXIII. LEAVING the city of Sa-yan-fo, and proceeding tiftt:!cn days journe} 
towards the south·east, you reach the city of S;'l-gui, which although 
not large, is a place of great commcrce.971 The number of vessels 
that belong to it is prodigious, in consequence of its being situated near 
the Kian.g, which is the largcllt river in the worlu,!I1:.l its width being in 
some places ten, in others eight, and in others, six milc5. 'Iii It'; length, 
to the place where it discharges itself into the sea, j" upwards of one 
hundred days journey,!i14 It is indebted for its great size to the vast 
number of other navigable rivers that empty their waters into it, which 
have their sources in distant countries. A great m311Y cities and large 
towns arc situated upon its banks, and more than two hundred, with 
sixteen provinces,915 partake of the advantages of itt! navigation, by 
which the transport of merchandise is to an extent that might appear 
incredible to those who have not had an opportunity of witnessing it. 
When we consider, indeed, the length of its course, and multitude of 
rivers that communicate with it (as has been observed), it is not sur .. 
prising that the quantity and value of articles for the supply of so many 
places, lying in all directions, should be incalculable. The principal 
commodity, however, is salt, which is not only conveyed by means of 
the Kiang and the rivers connected with it, to the towns upon their 
banks, but afterwards, from thence, to all places in the interior of the 
country.916 On one occaaion, when MARCO POLO W88 at the city of 

Singui, 
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SingtU. he saw there not fewer than five thousand vessels; and yet there BOOK II. 
are other towns along the river where the number i~ still more cnn- CHA;:: r ."""n. 
siderable.9i1 All thc~c vessels arc covered with a kind of deck, "and 
have a mast with one sail.!J7~ Their burthcll IS in general about four 
thousand cantari, or quintals, of Venice, and from that upwards, to 
twelve thousand cantari, whicL some of them arc qpable of loading.97:) 
They do not employ hempen cordage excepting for the ma~ts and sails 
(standing and running rigging). They have canes of the length of 
fifteen paces, slich as have been already dc'>c l'ibed, which they split, 
jn tifcir whole length, into very thin pieces, and these, by twisting 
them together, they form into ropes, three huntirC'd paces 10ng)'BO So 
skilfully are they manufactured that they arc equal in strength to cord. 
age made of hemp. 'Vitli these ropes the vessels arc tracked along the 
rivers, hy meallS of ten or twelve horses to each ; ~11\1 as well upwards, 
against the current, as in the opposite direction. At many places near 
the banks of this river there are hills and small rocky eminences, upon 
which arc erect.ed idol temples and other edifices; and you find a con-
tinual succession of vi llages and inhabited place8.~~z 

NOTES. 

971. The Latin edition places the city of Sin-gui at the distance of only fifteen 
milC9 from that of Sialfg:yallg, and this reading has been followed hy Purchas, 
Hani .. , nod other English editor!!; hut the early italian epitome corregpollds with 
the text of Ramusio in making th e rlistance fiftern days journey. It is obviou, 
indeed, that a place could not he "itnated so flmall a number of mill''' from that 
wcH-aecertaiued city, and be at the same time, 011 the banks of the Kiang. T he 
fact is, that our autbor had stepped out of what might b<' regurded I1S tht" line of 
his route, to Ilpeak of a place so remarkable a8 Siang-.'Iang, and here agnin, by a 
Jarge stride, r~lurlla to the C8.8tern provinces. There i~ no town that appears to 
answer so well to the description be hali given of Sin-gui, a8 that of Kiu-kitmg, 
at the northern extremity of tbe province of KiQl'g-~i, and which, AS we Arc in­
formed by Martini, was named Tin-kiang undt'r the dynasty of the Song. netw~n 
the names, it 18 true, no re8emblance can be di~coverctl; but this objection will 
have tbe 1('86 weight when we shall ob.ene, in n iubsf>(lucnt chaph·r, another 
citylikewj!18 oamed Sin-gui, which ill unquestionably meant for the great city of -. 972. For 
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97.i. For many curious ph)'.lJiologieal remarkH on the cireum.tanull of the two 
great Chinese riven, Hoang-J/O and Yang4$~'iong, ttee the Account of Lord Ma­
cartney's Embassy (vol. ii, p. 40S and 422); and ah.o the Ap!lCndix to Major 
Rcnncl)'s Memoir of a map of Hindoostan (p.337), where the compllrHlivc aize 
of most of the great rivers of the Old and New world are li tated ; from whence 
it appears, that the Thames being taken as unity, the Rhine will bt> ['1, the Da­
nube 1, the Wolga 9+. tbe Euphrates Sf, the Gange'! 9i, the AlIIo.r II , tbe Nilt:> 
12t, the Honng-ho 13f, the Kiang 1St, and the river of AIllUlt:ons 15-1 . 

973. At the place wllerc the Kiang is crOl'st'd hy tiw lin!' of the Tallal, tbe width 
iii stated by Sir G. Staunton ilt about two E/lglish mii£"!', anu Ily :'M. De Guignes 
at a French league j but nCllrt'r 10 the sea it is, IIf course, mut·h gH'llter. A5 our 
author should, JIOWt'VCr, be su ppost'd to ~pt"llk of It!! fto'illth licar the city he is 
dcscrihillg, we ought Ilt,dulj);; to umlt'r~hmd, not llaiiun bllt Chine,p mill'S, or Ii, 
wJlich are to the fornu>r in the proportion of three to eight, /lnd conliequently his 
estimation would a,reC' with thut of the rnod('rn trawllC'TS. It i .. to the city of 
Kiu.kiang thnt the tidt,!! or the flCU, at the full und chunge, III e perceived to extend, 
and here, 011 tbis acconnt, it ill liuid to change its appellation of 7"a·ki(mg or the 
Great river, for thut of l·dllg·h~.kia1lg, or the SOil of the seu. 

974. The lel1gth of ils coun,e is computed by BiJrTOw al two thOll ~and two 
hundred miJej:, whicl, would give an average of twenty.two mile .. for (,Bch day'" 
passage, or PI'rilar" thirty, when the lInn~oidable stoppages iu "0 IOIl~a traclare 
considered. By a day'~ jOllruf"Y mUll t not ill genernl bf" UIH]('r<; lmu] ",hal II pC'rson 

could travel in a gi"t'n l1umiJer of hours, but the intervnl bl'tweell twonccustomro 
resting places. 

975. The division of the provinces was not th(' same at that period us it exists 
at present; the whole lIumber being now Grteco, exclusivcly of the ililand of 
lla,..nart, 

916. Salt appear!> to be pr'incipalJy manufuctured in that part of Kitmg'nfm 
which lies between the sea, all the east, thf' Koo-,yeu Jake on the west, nnd tbe 
Kiang, on tbe south. Deillg l'ibippcd on tbe latter it is conveyed to the DlOlit di8~ 

tant ptlrts of China; but a conliiderable portion goes to the metropolis. "II Y II 
" plusieurs marchands " sayll Martini If qui revenden! ce sel danll Jell provincl's 

" qui Font au creur et au milieu de l'eQlpire." P. 1£9. 

977. The city of Kiu·kitl1lg wbich answers best to the circumstancC's r('lated of 
Sin-gui, isthull spaken of hy P. Martini: II Kiu.kiang est uo(' g('l;nde "ille et fort 
" marcbande sur Ie bord meridional de la riviera de Kiong, au eUe lie joint nee 

U Ie 
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" Je,.-and lae de PO!lang! on auroit de Ja peine a crain Ie graud nombre de 
" yailleaull qu'il yo, a moins que de I'avoir vue; car He viennent de toUt Jee en­
" droibl lei plus eloignes de Ill. Chine daRB «tte rh-iere, qui est comme leW' reo­
II dez.-vouR, OU jls 1I'lissembient pour se mcitre en mer," P. Ill . 

978. Ucpresentations of these vessels may be Bccn in the plate9 accompaDying 
tbe account!! of 1111 the Embassies to China. The arched covering partakei .. 
much of the nature of an awning as ora deck. "Ccs bateaux" says De GuigDfMI 
" 1I0nt pontcs, et vont a la voile ot a la rame." T. i, p. 80s: " Un toit en bois let 
" met" I'uhr; du soleil ct de 10 pluic." T. ii, p. 95. 

979. The cantaro is commonly translated by quintal or hundred weight, wbicb 
would make the hurthen of these vessels two IlUndred, and up to 8ix hundred 
ton8: but the canlaro of Borne parts of Italy i8 sIDaller than that of others. 
" Nous avons vu de- cell barques" SilyS P. Bouvet" qui pouvoient ~tre de deux 
" cens lonneaux ... NoUl~ ,,"imes plus de quatre cens de cee barques lIur Ie canal 
" oil nousnous embarquames." Du Halde, t. i, p. 63. H Une moyenne barque 
" que je mesurai" say<; De Guignes "3,"oit 92 pieds de longueur, Bur dix-buit 
" de Jargcur." ~'. ii, p. 41. 

980. PeNlOnli wno have aeen the cablcl! belonging to praUlI of the Eastern 
llilands might suppose that thill account of twi sting the bamboo into cordage, WlUi 

a mistake for the mallufacture of cables by twi~ting or platting the mUan, so com­

monly appli£ld to that purposE."; but our author's wrrcctnetlll WI to the material, is 
fully proved by the te'lltimony of modern trllvellers. "Leurll cordes de roam, ou 
" (pour parl£lr plus ('x8clcment) de hnmbollll J 80nt d'un grand avantage, parce 
" qll 'eHes rcunillsent la Iegeretc et la lIoliditc." Van Braam, I . ii, p. 60. U Dan. 
" certains endroits" say,. De Guignes " on voit des Chinois oc:cupes a faire- des 
" cordes de bambou. L'bomme qui IE'S trDvaiUe est monte Bur un ecbafaud de 
" douze a quinz£I pieds de halltl (>t 10. wrde df'scendl\ mesure qU'eHe est tressee." 
T. ii, p. liS. In the Dictionnaire Chino;'! we find the following article: " N"j 
(7552) Funis ex arundinibu8 contextuB. Corde de bambou." In Bluteau's Portu· 
guese Dictionary, also, under the ",ord" Bambut" the following remark occun: 
" Enfiano e amarrano corda' de bambu." " They sew or interweB\'e and bind 
" cords of bambu." III addition to these authorities I am allowed to add the 
verbal as,.urance of Mr. John Reeves, who has resided several years in Cbina, 
and is known to have paid particular attention to the manufactures of the eountry, 
that the bamboo is employed as a material for making ropes. 

981. At tbe preflentday it wouldlJ8em that vesgels of every description are tracked 
by men ooly, and not by bones, whicb, u well as other cattle, are to a certain 
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degree, . ecarce io Chula; but there is naton to belieye that lJnder the Mungat 
princes, great numbel'8 were brought from Tartary, and much encouragement 
gif'en 10 breeding tbem. It may be observed at the same time that very little is 
known of the inland navigation of the country, oxcepting what is immediately 
connected with the Grand canal. 

98j. The journab of the EmwJlie8 abound with picturesque descriptions of 
this nature, and the ~ie"8 we have in the interior of Chiou, particularly thote of 
tbe banka of lakes and great rivers, exhibit numerous temples or monasteries 
(mioo), and thOle octagon lowen of many stages, to which we give the name of 

pagodas. 

CHAPTER LXIV. 

Of the city 'If Kay".gui. 

KAYN- a UI is a small town on the southern bank of the !Jctoremen. 
tioned river. 9!H where annually is collected a very large quantity of corn 
and rice, the greatest part of which is conveyed from thence to the city 
of Kanbalu, for the supply of the establishment of the Grand khan: 911-1 

for through this place is the line of communication with the province 
of Kalaia, by means of rivers, lakes, and a wide and deep canal which 
his majesty has caused to be dug, in order that vessels may pass from 
the one great river to the other, and from the province of' Jl1myi, by 
water, as far 8S Kanbalu, without making any part of the voyage by 
sea.98.S This magnificent work IS deserving of admiration, and not so 
much from the manner in which it is conducted through the country or 
its vaat extent, as from its utility and the benefit it produces to those 
cities which lie in its course. On its banks, likewise, are con!ltructed 
strong and wide terraces or chaussces, upon which the travelling by 
hmd also is rendered perfectly convenient. In the willat of the river, 
opposite to the city of Kayn-gu;' there is an island entirely of rock, 
upon which are built a grand temple a.ud monastery, where two hun­
dred monks, as they may be termed, .... cIe. and perform service to the 

idols; 
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.dolll; and thi. i. the lupreme head of many other tempi .. ond mGo BOOI( II. 
nooteri...... We .hall now .peak of the city of CIltJfl,.ghllm-fo. C .... LllIV. 

NOTES. 

98.9.' There i8 rea801l to conclude that by KCW",.,.n mu.et be meant a town 
aituated .. at the entraoce of the canal, on the southern side of lb. KiM«, named 
by P. Magalhanci Chi,..kiang·keil, lignifying the mouth or port of Ch~ (the 
Tsill·kiang of Oc Guigne8) a city standing on tbe lame unal, and which ia the 
8ubject of the succeeding chapter. " Coingui" 8aya the miaaionary « clout perle 
" Marc Polo, n'e&t, it parler proprement, ny une ville ny unc c:i~ .•. Des deux 
" cOMa tiP eetto bouche it y a un lieu de ceUI que les CbiDOilt appelleot mcHeIIJ 

" c'est ia dire lieu frequente pour Ie commerce; parceque lea barques , 'y &MelD­

" blent ot y jettent l'ancre pour y puser la nuit (allendre la maree). Or ce lieu 
U donl parle Marc Polo, pouvnit bien ('strc appeUc ville, il cause tlu hombre 
" bitimeDI qui I'y assemblent, quoyqu'j) n'y ait point de 
" Rebt. de In Chinf', p. 9. By Yun Braam 1his place iB 
con8idered the faubourg of the city, with which, in fact it may be 

identified. 

984. 'fhe journaL. of Van Drum and of Dc Guigne& make frequent mention 
of the interruption their yachts expcrieocrd from the vast number of .,.ceaeb 
laden witb rice for reking, that were collected at thi" parl of the canal. U Au 
" retour de notre promenade " says tbe lattcr " 1I0UI vimetl passer pluaieun 
" burrlues impcrialcs ... Le riz quc Cel> barque'!> tran"portcllt Ii Peking est deatini 
" pour la Ill.ison de I'cmpcn'ur, et pour In raie cle~ mandoriru; et dcs soltlatB de 
" la province de Petchely . Cel barqu(>s 'Vonl ieutefllcllt et nc font qu'un Beul 
" voyage dl\n~ l'annc(l • •. Let! berque8 impl';riai clo occu pant Ulle parti(' till caDal, 
" nOUH obligcrcllt de sejourncr ici." T. ii, p.41-St 

985. In eVNY account of China thc description of thil Grand canal form. a 
prominent feature: " an iohlOd navigation of such exlent and magnitudt" .,. 
Barro" " at; to "tand unrivalled in the history of the world." "La capitale de 
" I'empire" obloerve8 De Guignei " avoit eJlange plullicun foit nant que 1. 
" Yum ou Tartares Mongoux &e fussent cmparc du trane. Chy.uou (Kllbkii) 
u premier empereur de cette dynastie, jeta le8 fondelneDI de Peking, et y fixa 88. 

" reuden('~ ell 1267; mai. &'apereevant bientOt qUtl )'approvisionnement de cett. 
" ,ilie ne pollvoit 118 £Mire que par mer, et 6toit par con.equent 8Ujet 1\ mille 

::J S !t U incon'V~nieDI, 
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" iocooyeniens, iI it COUlIJlencer, l'ao d~ J\ C. 1289, Ie grand canal, oa .. 
" Yun-h.o." T. ii, p. 197. Ita completion, as it now exi'it, i'Aid to have be.ea 
effected in the reign of Yong.Jo, tbird emperor of the Min~. about the .,eat 
1409. 

986. Our autbor's notice of 11li8 island, so peculi9-rly circwnstanel!d, at 'the 

same titne that it pre!lents an unquestionable pr. of tho genuinenes!l of his 
observations, lIenes to mark with certainty the place at 1fhich he Ctog8ed tbe 
Kiang. The following accounts of this beautiful object by 8ucc~8ive t';ve1len, 
will be found to aceord in every particular with the description in the text. 
U Danllc li('u du Reuvo ou. nou~ ftmcs ce trnjet " saylo P. Bouvet II il a plus 
" d'une lielle de large, et cepemlant il passe pour (lire etroit en c(>t cndroit In, 
" en comparaison de la JargE'ur qu ' ll a plu!!: haut et plus bas. Environ a 700 PBIl 
" danA If' flellve, on plltl .. e pr(ls d'une isle qui paroh un lieu enchantC.; Aus8i les 
" Chinoillia honlinent-ilR J(m-t:han, c'ellt a dire montagne d'or. lWe II f"hviron 
" sil: ceDS piedll de circuit, ot eflt revetu(' de bc})c~ pierces. All Rommet est une 

U tour A plusieurs etnges cnvironnee de pag-odes et de mlli"ollH de bonzes. " 
Ou HaIde, t. i, p.68. '' In cros!:illg the river" lIayl> Staunton" the Ilttention 
" wae particularly attracted by an island !iitunted ill the Chin·shan 
" or the golden mouutain, wllich rose almost perpendicularly the river ..• 

" It belonged to the emperor, who had built upon it II handllomc 
" palace, and on the highest eminence several templt' lo and pagoda... The i~land 

" also contained a large mODastf'ry of priesb, by whom II I'" dlll'fly inhabited." 
T. ii, p. 424. "Presque lUI miheu du l1('uve" say s 0(' Guignes " Oil pa810c 
" pr~s de l'He de Kin-chGIWse (montagne d'or), dont la beaute repond bien 1\ 8011 

" nom empbatique. Cette He, en partie boisce, est remplie d'edlfict's et dp 
" pavilions ..• L'ile cst formee d'un gros tocher dont la '@irconfercnce peut illre 

" d'un bon quart de lieue." T. ii, p. 4-". 

CHAPTER LXV. 

Of tJoe r.iw 'If C/um-ghitmfo, 

CHAP. LXV. CBAN-QllI.lN-7l1 is a ciLy of' the province of Manji,981 the inhabitanu 
of which are idolaters, are subjects of his majesty, and use his paper­
money. They gain their living by trade and manufacture, and are 
wealthy. They weave tissue, of ,ilk and gold. The field .ports are 

there 
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there most excellent in every species of game; and proVIsIOns are 
-abUndant. There are in this city two churches of Nestorian christians, 
which ~ere built in 1274, when his majesty appointed a Nestorian, 
named. iJtar Sf!Chis to the government of it for three years. By him 
tlfese c1ulTches were established, where there had not been any before ; 
and they still subsist.'S!!, .... Leaving this place we shall now speak of 
Tin--gui.gui. 

NOTES. 

987. H Ceux qui liront les cserits de Marco Polo de Venise" says P. Martini 
" verrullt deir<"ment par la fiituntion de ccUe ville et Ie nom qll'ell(' a (Chit!· 
" kiang-ju ) flue c'e .. t cdl", qu'il nomml' Cingiam (rhin-gian). tilt> l' ~t bal>tic sur 
U lE.' hord ,Il' la ri ... icl'c 1If' ]{;rmg, pi a I'oflt'ul d'Ull c,Llml rait par urti6«>, 'Iu'on a 
" coudlllt jtl~l]u(>~ daus 1,\ ri\ll'rc d(' K/Ilr,g; de I'alltre co~tc tlu cilual, l'IlIr Ie 
I I bonl (ji ll I'f'garde I'occidcnt, c~t !lOU IduxbouTI4 . qui II'!'''! pa'l mC)lIhl plc'tlJllC, et 

" OIl 1'.lhord * '4i graud que c(' luy de la Villi' mCl!ul<'." hi", ('\oI{It'lit that thi!:! 
(auxbnurg: il! wn lhat IMIO; been dl'),Criheti l1\1lil'T tlw cotruph·d name of 

KU,YII-7Ui, and whal ha .. Iwen '-a id of til(' re.,ort of shippiu~ IlIlght have been 
reserv!'tI for till" place. "A peine ~t;lHlrOlt.on liir<' " coutlllUC., Martini (( la 
" qu,IIlIitc tit· y[li~ .. cuux flu'il y a loul!' J'annc('; car tou~ Ct'llX qui Ylellnent de la 
" Ilrovi nc{" tic ("/{.~ilmg et tie .. autre .. vill~ (lriclltdie", doin'nt tI' ) arr('<it<'r ..• 

" pour y 1I1t·the t·t drcl> ~I' 1 h,ur., "'d~'" ('t hall~~er leur" '·(lilc!! ; car ou~~i lIe 8'en 
H peuvi'nt-t.iI~ "en·ir ~Y'iIIt qu'lls bOll'nt d('nllit ccUe vllit-, it Cduse dll grand 
" nomoll- dt, ront~ qu'il .. rcnconLrent .•• ll~ nOlllmcnt ceHe ville Ktng.j,~u, c'elot 

" a dil·l' 1.1 bouche dt' la cOllr, parce qu'il y n tou'ljours des lIavireR qUi sont prests 

" pour alit'r it In coUt." P . 128. 

988. The exi~tellce of tile'!!' (,hutches, of which no reasonable doubt call be 
entertaim'd, is 1I cutiou~ filct in the history of the progres!I matle b) th<' Christian 
religioll in the l";! !otern or r<'moter part!! of China. With re~pect to tile date of 
their fou lldiltion th("1"(' I ~ 'lOllle tll~agrcell1ent in the diifcrent copie", heing f~ in 
t.bat of U .... le, ond 127<) in toe c.>orly Venice epitome. If indeed the "ppointment 
of the Nc .. lclI"tllll govNnor took place in 1274, according to Halllu1>io'b text, it 
~U8t have becn illlllli·tliatdy IIpon the reduction of that part of the proYiuce; and 

on the other band, the dllte 01" 1288 was too lIear tht.' period of our author'!:l depar_ 
ture, to have needed the remark that the cbureh~ thell sub!li~ted, and conse­

quently leD likely to be correct Ihan tbat of 1279, The nomination of strungcrs 

ofthie de!l('.ription to situations 60 important (includillg" that of our Venetian to the 
governmf'nt 
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government of Ymrg<M.lt-fo) may well be thought to julltify the re8exion of the 
Chineit' historiaIlll, that tlle emperor Kublai " a donne trop d'autorit6 aUJ: geDi 
"d'occident." In the name of the individual al80 there appears that want of 
uniformity which arises from careless transcription; being in the Ball. edition, 
Mar-Sorcis, and in the Berlin manuscript, Mar-IarchiJ. The title or oppeHatipn 
of Mar, equivalent, in Syriac, to Dominu. in Latin, ill well known to'ilave been 
eommonly affixed to the names of Nestorian bi8ho. III weB 8S of other persons 
of rank, llnd 811 that of Mar-Scrgius often occurs in the annals of their church, it 
seems likely to have been the name of which S~his and Sarci.! arc corruptions. 
Vid. Biblioth. Orient. Clem. Vat. ASBernani, t. iii, p. ii, c. ix, et Laurentii Moshemii 
Hist. Tartarorum Ecclesiast. Appendicem, monllmentu et epilotola!> exllibentem, 
p.26. 

It is remarkable that De Guignes (Voy. it Peking, &c.) in dellcribing a religious 
building not far from tbill city, mentiolls a tradition that gives IIt rength to the 
belief of an early Christian establishment in that quarter. "CcUe pagode " he 
says" riappeJe San-y-ko. Lell Chinois racontentqu'un Chrl'tien, uomfUl~ Kifmg­
" b'y~a!l, vivOIt dall!; w tillu il y a trois cents !lnll; on 1I10lltre {'ncorl' son appnrte­
" ment dans la partie de l'C!!t i ce Chretien vcuoit d' un pay!> "itue a I'onest de la 
" Chine, appC'1C Kiang-kia." T. ii, p. 49. The sUlne . is nut iced by 
Van Braam in the folJowing words: " De ce cotlv('nt UII batimenl 
" separc, place sur son cOte, et habile jadis par un Cbri·ti('n, de l'Est, 
" nornme Kram.fong-dffl..y-ouang, originairc de Ta;-J.-imll-{'ok, ct qui a etc c<lnollisc, 
U par Ie!. Chinoill, aprel' sa mort. Son image cst 1I01l0re(' ici, :Iin,,; (lUI' dam, plmi{'ur~ 
" Butres pllgode!>:' 'I'. ii, p. gO. 'fa those who huve re marJ..ed the p('('ulinritil'F; of 
Chjn~ prullunciation, which doc~ 110t admit of Ii .. yllnhl{"F: ('oIlHllf'lIring with the 
80und of (I, it will not uppeal' an improbable colljeclurl', that hy 'l'ai.]';(llI-t'ok is 
meant the city of Antio('lt, wher~ the metropolitan residl'cJtII: It "hould Ixo oh.~erved 
that the word " pagode" or H pagoda," which, by the }o;nglil.h, is applied to cer­
tain angular tow ers, i!j used by thC' French to CXp .... 'bS the temples to which tholle 
towers arc commouly attached. 

CHAPTER LXVL 

Of the city 'If Tin..gui-gui. 

CHAP. LXVI. D.EPARTING from Chan--ghian:fo, and travelling three days towards 
the south~east, you pass many towns and fortified p1aces, the inhabi~ 

tauto 



TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

tants of which are idolaters, live by arts and commerce, are the sub­
jects of the Grand khan, and use his paper-money. At the end of 
these three days you reach the city of Tin.gui.gui, which is large and 
handsome,!cI8!l and produces much raw-silk, of whir-h tissues of various 

qualities and patterns nre woven. The necessaries of life arc here in 
plenty, and the variety of game affords excellent sport. The inha. 
bitants were a vile, inhuman racc. At the time that C!tiMQlI lJa-yan, 
or the hundred-cyt'd, subdued the country of .'\:farlji, he di .. patched 
certain Alanian christians,~!11J along with a party of his own people, to 
POS3CSS themselves of this city; who, as soon as they appeared before 
it. were sufiercd to enter without re"j"tance. The plaC'c being sur­
rounded by a double walJ, one of them withiu the other, the Alunians 
occupied the first enclosure, where they found a large quantity of wine, 
and having previously suffered much from fatigue and privation, they 
were eager to quench their thirst, and without any consideration pro. 
ceeded to drink to such excess, that becoming intoxicated, they fell 

asleep. Th_Ie of' the city, who were within the secont! inclosure 
as soon as t' erceived that their enemies lay slumbering on the 
ground, took the opportunity of murdering them, not suffering oue to 
escape.~91 WheH CJtinsan Ba-.Ilall learned the fate of his detachment, 
!Jis indignation and anger were raised to the highest pitch, and he sent 
another army to attack the place. When it was carried, he gave orders 
for putting to the sword all the inhabitants great and small, without dis­
tinction of sex, as an art of retaliation.992 

NOTES. 

989. The distance of three days journey, in the line of the canal, from the last­
mentioned place, shews that this city, which in the early V {'nice rpitome lS 
named Tin.gin·gui, and in the Berlin manuscript, Chin-chin-gui , must be" the 
TcIt(JtfK-tch~ou:fou of Do Halde'A map, or Chang-clztu--fd according to pur ortho_ 
graphy: "ville celebre et d'un grand commerce, qui est situce proche tin canal." 
From the third or terminating syllable ~ing in aU the copies gui, for giu or 
citeu, it may be inferred that it wall not at that time a city of the first order; a 
dilltinction not necesllarily conneded with the size, but arising from the grant of a 
cerWin municipal jurisdiction. 

990. Without 

sos 
BOOK". 

tH \P. LXV1. 



TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

BOOK II. 990. Witboul entering upon the ancient and obscure hiatory of the AJani or 
Alaniuns of Scythia or Turkistan, it will be sufficient to observe that aftf'r their 

CHAP. LXVI. defeat and dispersion by the Huns, a considerable portion of them seUit,d on the 
NOlO!. nortbern slope of tbe range of Caucasus, on the w(>stern ,o; idc of the C~flpittn , and 

if not actually the same people, are now confoundf'd with the AbkhlU; and Cher­
kess or Circassians. "La veille de 18 Pentccute" SRyli Rubruquis, then at the 
court of a Tartar prince" vinront vets noml certuins Alain!;, qu'il'! 81'llCllent 
" Ada!! ou Akas, qui sont Chretiens A la Grecque." Bergeron, (~hap. xiii, p. 24. 
See also De Guigues, I'Hist. deslluns, Ii". iv; and Ellis, Mem. of Map of Cau· 
casus. 

991. Altbough in L'Hilltoire gen. de]tt Chine tIle circumstancefl of the inebri­
ation aud mal>l!uU't: of HI I.' AIlI.lliH.lII~ or other troop!! employed by P~yell ure not 
mentioned, (perllllpS from a national feeling 011 tbe part of the Ghin£'Re historian), 
enough appears to verify the subsequent part of our author's Rccount, and to 
render the fact of that piece of treachery not improbable; at the ~i1me time 
that it remove!! any doubt respecting the identity of the place. It i" humiliatinlt 
to remark that throughout the east, drunkenness ill considered as a Chri~tian vice. 

992. The following passages from the work mentioned ill Note, 
will sbew tbe opE'rations of the war, 3S they apply to this city, year J275. 
" La terrellr qu'inspiroient Ie!! Mongous avoit ebranIe la plupart df's gouv(>rneur!l, 
" et plusieurs vinrellt d'eux·mcmes se 8oumcttre ..• TrlllIo',IJ u-kim !-C' "auva de 
H Tchang.tcheou, que Ouallg./t'llng-ichin, son iiE'utenll.nt, vin t Jeur offrir. " P. 355. 
" Lic/fa" Cloit charge de reprendre la ville de Tclwng-ichcQu." P. 356. "Copen­
" dant les Jlongous se preparo;t 11 continuer la guerre contre les Song plus 
" vivement que jamais." 362. "Pcym et Ataha" lWec Ie troisicnH' corp", 
" prirent la rOlltf' de Tcllang.u-hcou." 363. If Irritc de leur opillil1tr('((l, Ie gJne­
" ral Mongou d6trui!lit 1es maisoll8 du peuple bali!'!! dans I~II fuuxoourgs hor!; 
U de Ie ville, et fui !lant c lever Ull rE'mpart de terre, il pla~a dCII"11 11 I!t'S maciJineQ 
.C de guerre avec ie!!qlleile8 il battit jour et nuit Tchang-tch~ou ct mit Ie feu en 

" differens endroits; maia I'activit': de P f..yNl nE' pnrois!lOit lIenir qu'(\. augmenter 
" Ie courage des sssicgcs; it la fin cependsllt il donna un 118SBUl general> et a la 
" faveUl' du rcmpart de terre, on montu sur leIS mUrK dont 011 se rendit maitre .•• 
" PI!!Jen commanda de fllire mllin.ba'l!se lIur tous lell habitan8." P.364. All the 
character of P e-yen or Bayan is praised for magnanimity (of which mllny in8tan· 
ces are recorded), it is fair to suppose that this barbaroua sevprity had "ome leas 
unjustifiable motive tban tbe punillbment of a courageous resistance, and tbat 
some act of peeuJiar atrocity and provocation had been committed by tbe inhabi· 
tants. 

CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER LXVII. 

Of the citiel of Sin~gui and Va-giu. 

SIN-CUI is a large and magnificent city, the circumference of which BOOK II. 

is twenty miles.993 The inhabitants are idolaters, subjects of the Grand 
khan, and use his paper-money. They have vast quantities of raw-silk, CHAP, LloVII 

and manufacture it. not only for their own consumption, all of them 
being clothed in dresses of silk. but also for other markets.!I'J4 There 
are amongst them some very rich merchants, and the number of inhabi_ 
tants is so great as to be n subject of astonishment.gg

!> They are, how. 
ever, a pusillanimous race, and solely occupied with their trade and 
manufactures. In these indeed they display considerable ablhty, and 
if they were as enterprising, manly, and warhke, as they are ingeni. 
ous, so pro~s is their number that they might not only subdue the 
whole of thJlllllfovince (MaTl}i), but might carry their views still fur. 
ther. They have amongst them many physicians of cmment skill, who 
can ascertain the nature of the disorder, and know how to apply the 
proper remedies. 996 There arc also persons distinguished as professors 
of learning, or, as we Rhould term them, philosophers, and others who 
may be called magicians or enchanters.997 On the mountnins ncar the 
city rhubarb grows in the highest perfection, and is from thence dis-
tributed throughout the province.99S Ginger is likewise produced in 
large quanttties, and is sold at so cheap a rate that forty pounds weight 
of the fresh root may he had for the value, in their money, of a Vene. 
tian silver groat. Under the jurisdiction of Sin-/jui there are sixteen 
respectable and wealthy cities and towns, where trade and arts flou. 
rish. m By the name of Sin-gui is to he understood "the city of the 
H earth," as by that of Kin-sai, u the city of beaven." 1000 Leaving 
Si~gui we shall now speak of another city, distant from it only a day's 
journey, named Va./Jiu, where, likewise, there is a vast abundance of 
raw .. silk, and where there are many merchants as well as artificers. 
Silks of the finest quality are woven here, and are afterwards carried to 
every part of the province.1OOl No other circumstances presenting 

8 T themselves 


