
- TRi.4.V£L!· ON MARCO POW. 

BOOK U. themselves at worthy of remark, we shall now proceed to the deacrip~ 
CHA;,uYII. tion of the principal city and metropolis of the province of Margi. 

named Kin-wi. 

NOTES. 

~s. By Sirt-gtti. j" to be Ululerstood the emiuent city or Su-ckeu, lIlitliated in the 
liue of the ~Qa]., a.a4 much celebrated by travcJlerl', who compare it, in some 
t'8Itpects, lo Venice. "C'CI!t nne des plull belles el des plus agrcahlc8 villes; qu'il 
" yait 4 la Chino; les Europ~cns qui l'ont \'oe, la compurcllt ,\ Vcnise : 011 Ii'y 
" promenr. dllns les rues pnr ('au ct pur terre," Ou Haldt·, t. i, p. 130. "The 
U streets of the city of Sou-ch()()ofiJo" sa) " Staunton, " through the suburbs of 
" which the yacht!! now passed, were divided like Venice, h.Y brancbes from tbe 
" principal cllm,l. Over ciKh of those branches was erected an elegant &lone 
"bridge. The fleet of tbe emba!lliY was nearly tbree houri in pll88ing the tiuburbrt 
" uf S()U~hoo:fOo, before tbey o.rnved. at tae city walk" 1'. ii, p. 427. " Les 
" murlliHes de lu ville de Suc/u:u (lIUYS Martini ) ont quurunte stade .. Chiooiscli 
" de cirt:uit; mais si vous y comprenez Ie:" fauxbourgl', vousJUIJrouvcrez J;.ans 
H doule plus de cent." P. 121. Forty Chinese Ii arc equal to ~ Itulian miles. 

994. "The illhabitaob;, most of "hom were clad in !:iilk, (Staunton oddli) 
"appeared chearful and prosperous." P. 42t:lo. "ee peuple " SIl}'S Martini 
" aime plus <Jlle h~ Ilutres Chinoi!; Ies beaux hallita. " P. I~ .' . " Let> hrodcriell 
u 6t leli broeardes qu'on y trllvaiHe" says Ou Halde "sont recherches de tout 
" )'empire, paree que l 'ouvrage en est beau, et Ie prix modique." P.13 1. 

995. "Sou-c.ho;;foo" says Staunton" Ilppears to be an uncommonly large lIud 
U populous city." "A voir Ie mouvcment continuel de cc peuplc imm('nll£''' Du 
Halde observes, "t't I'embarras que font de tous c6tcp, tant ceux qui vienllcllt 
U vendre que ceuJ: qui vieDl'lent 8cheter, on croiroit que toute!! leg provincc!! 
" l'iennent negocier a SI/fJ~cJuo"." Ibid. "Suivant Ie rapporl de .. Cltilloi~" 
.y. V u Brum " illl'y fait un ,rand commerce; elle a bcauooull de fabriqucl:I, 
" et eHe Ht la rCliidence d'uR nombre considerable de ricbcs capitalistcs." T. ii, 
p.Il~. 

996. Su-chtu:fu being a plate of great wealth and luxury, it is natural tbat the 
medical art should there be liberally encouraged, and its practitionel'8 !!kllful. 
By some 'Write ... the Chinese physicians are 8Bid to ., tune made a proficiency tbat 
H would ast.ooiah tile ableat of Gun iR Europe," wbiJat vtbcfII ~ns,der their ~)a~ 

boflte prOCe&8 of feeling the pulte aD'" their pretensions of being from th~~ce 
enabled 
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ea&bled. to aleertain the leal of the disorder, u notbinr bet...,tIaa Mlema. mum- l\OOJi4L 
ater;Y. See Genf'111 Deeeription of China by the Abbe GrOlier, 'fOJ. ii, p. 480, ..... 
ad Bilrrow', Travels in ChillA, p.34.,. CIt.Ul.I\f.Ift. 

997. Dy philollophers and magicians he evidently alludes to the disciplE'll of 
Conrueiu'! (commonly lermed literati) lind to thoFoe of Lao-kiu'l or the Beet of tbe 
I.tJo.llt:, os, in other pia,", by the appellation of idolaters, he means the "orehiP"' 
pen! of Fo or Buddha, who COhRtitlllc the mobt Tlumerou~ clall8. The fint of 
thell{, 8tudy the moral and metaphYllical works of their great master, and take 
Tegular dt'grees in philosophy, which qualify theIn, according' to their uttainmenta, 
fur bolding tbe 1>evcraJ office" of government, and becoming .hal Em'opean8 term 

(C mandarins of letters," The lao-tlt: or "80nll of immortality," as tbey styl. 
tbemf;elve~, hold doctrines which lome writers describe aK rrsembling those of tbe 
Hindu yogi, or quietists (from whom they seem in fact to be derived), wbilet 
others, judging from their worldly 1mbitll, attribute to them tb()!l.e of the Epicu. 
renn Hchool i but whate\lC"r thrir dogmas mny be, thE'Y devote themselves to the 
practicE' of magiC", and delude t1J(~ir followe~ by the vi"iollR tlnd reveries of the 
iUlllllinati. Many, however, of the profCIIsE'd disciples of Confuciu~ , and amongst 
them several ~e emperors of China, have been the dupes of these charlatanl, 
tempted by thll"t1I'Dmise of a beverage that should render them immortal. "LM 
" paclCfl 'lu'ils font avec 1(· demon" AUys P. Lc Compit', U les sorts qu' i1s jettent, 
u leurll magie~. au vra)('s au appar('nt(>S, les font encore apprchender ou admirer 
({ de 18 canaille; et quoi qu'il arrive, it o'y a presque personne qui n'ait quelque 
" foy it leurs maximCH, au qui n'espere par leur moyen eviter)a mort." Nouy. 
McmoirB", t. ii, p. 108. 

998. " Le lai-hoam (more correctly, according to De GuigneB, 'a.honng grand 
jaune) " on la rl.ubarOO" says P. Pcrf'lInin "crolt en plusicurs endroits de 1n 
"Chine. La meilleure eRt celie c1c> Sse-l,.houm; celie qui vient dans la province 
U de Kensi et danB Ie royaum(' de Thi6tt, lui t'St fort inferienrc." Lett. Hit: 
t. xix, p. S07. The mountains of the province of Kiang-ngan being i,n the .. me 
latitude IlS the former may likewile produce a good kind, althougb not noticed by 

our modern tr&'fellers, who in rneral bave bad little opportunity of making b0-
tanical researcheR beyond the borders of tbe canala and high roadll1. With reaped. 

to ginger, tbe quantity tbat might bo pu rchased for a Venetian groat is said in the 
Italian epitome to be five only, not forty pounds weigbt. 

m. (( Sa jurisdiction pnrticulicre 'f MyS Du Halde "contient buit villes, dont 
" mte e!It du 8econd(' ardre, et lee lIept autres do troisieme." P. J31. Tbeexteat 
ef' thfl6e jurildietioo8 has frequently undergone ehangu, and c:ru. of tile IICOK 
0l"Iier are sometimes elevated to the rank of the tint. 

ST? I~.~ 

N'IIu. 
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BOOK IL 1000. Althougb our author may be milltaken in hill etymology and in hi, di ... 
tindive epithets of celestial and terrestrial paradise, it is plain that his observatiQa. 

CHAP. LXV'H, referll to a well.known Chinelle saying, that, "what tbe heBYenll arc Above, Su. 
N-.. " clleu and Hang-cheu arc upon EArth." P. Martini gives tbe proverb in the 

original WOrJII. Thevcnot, iii'" partie, p. 1.24. 

CHAP.LXVIll. 
S' I.'I, I . 

1001. Tilt' city of Va·giu of which no mentioli is made. in the other versions, 
mUlLl be either llo-cheu, situated on the ~ide of lake Tat opposite to that on which 
S,,·deu (itandfi, or else (and more probably) the city called Kia-hing in modern 
times, and fClrmerly SilHlu:u, which is in the direct line of the canal, and mid~ 
way between Su-c/~u and }/aflg-('heu. Both of thent 81'e celebrated for the I'i('h~ 
neiti of tbeir commercl', partirulnrly in ~ilI. both raw UIHI manufactured • 

• 

CHAPTER LXVIII. 

SECTION l. 

Of lite noble and magnificent city Qf Kin-sai. 

UPON leaving Va-giu you pas~, in the ('ourse of three days' journey, 
many towns, castles, and villages, n1l of them well inhabited and opu
lent. The people are idolaters, and the subjects of the Gl'1lnd khan. 
At the end of three days you reach the noble and magnificent city of 
Km.sai, a name that signifies u the cclestiw. city," and which it merits 
from its preeminence to all others in the world, in point of grandeur 
and beauty, as well as from its abundant delights, which might lead an 
inhabitant to imagine himself in paradise.lOO2 This city was frequently 
visited by MARCO POLO,l003 who carefully and diligently observed and 
inquired into every circumstance respecting it; all of which he entered 
in his notes, from whence the following particulars are briefly stated. 
According to common estimation this city is an hundred miles in 
circuit.100. Its streets and canals arc extensive, and there are squares 

or marlet places, which being necessarily proportioned in size to the 
prodigious concourse of people by whom they are frequented, are ex· 

ceedingly 
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ceedingly epaclous. It i!\ situated between a lake of fresh and very 
lClear water, on the one side, lO<K1 and a river of great magnitude, on 
the other, the waters of which, by a number of canals, large and small, 
arc made to run through every quarter of the city. carrying with them 
all the filth into the lake, and ultimately to the sea,HlDG This, whilst it 
contributes much to the purity of the air, furnishes a communication 
by water, in additi;n to that by land, to all parts of the town; the 
canals and the streets being of sufficient wid.th to allow of boats on the 
one, and carriages in the other, conveniently passing. with articles ne
cessary for the consumption of the inhabitanto; .IOO7 It js commonly said 
that the number of bridges. of an size .... amounts to twelve thousand,lool! 

Those which arc thrown over the principal canals and are connected 
with the main streets, lIave arches so high and built with so much skill, 
that vessels, without their masts, can pass under them,tOO9 whilst, at 
the same time, cart~ and horiics are pas<)ing over their hcads j so well 
is the slope from the street adapted to the height of the arch. If they 
were not in tact so numerous, there would be no convenience of cross-
• • Ins from one place to another,tOtO 

NOTES. 

)002. At the time when thi~ cit)', tlte capital of southern China ullder tht 
dynasty of tbe Song, was liurrendl'I'C'd to the arOiI of Kubuu, thc Chinese annals 
call it by the namc of U"..~nall . Thi~ was changed by the Ming for that of 
}lang-cIJt:Il, which it had horne at an earlier period, and which it still retainl. 
Qllinsni, Kin-sn;, or, lIccording to De Guign~1 Kin-tsay , mU!lt therl'fore be con~ 
aidercd only as a descriptive uppeUatioll, ~rounde-d, perhDptI, upon the proverbial 
l18yiog already noticed, which tcrm N it a releKtial abode, IIlthough the meaning of 
the component word~ nllly not bE> precisely that which our author has 8!lsigned to 
them. t( Afill qut' 1('8 cosmographt'lI de l'Europe " !lay' P. Martini t( nl' ,'egarent 
" et ne s'abullont pas daYantage dall!! la recherche de I. ville de Quinsni de Marco 
U Polo de VeniloC . .. je la v('ux repre'lenter comme eUo Clit. .• Mais pour elfeetuer 
" c:e queje vi("ns de promettre, je prouve en premier lieu, par de bonnes raisonl', 
U que cette vill(' de l/(jngrh~u est la mesme que ceUe de Quintai selon Polo; car 
I' elle est eloignee de Singfti, c'est Ii dire, de 8uclreu, de cinq jot/rnees de cbemin, 
" ,i POUI parlons de I. marche d' uDe armee, autrcment A poine y a-t-ii qualre 
I' j9uraeel: c'eat, dis-je, cetle Qui"MIi, ou edoit de .on tempi 18 cour de la 

" Chine, 

BOOI( II. 

CHAP.LXVIIf , 

Sut.l. 
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BOOKD. 

" CHAP.LJ(Vm. " 

" Chine, que lea ~av8ntes ct leg polis entre lea Chinoi. Ramment Kin,..,., at 1e 
vulgaire Kiwg·Mi .. c'eat ~ h .. qu't!lit veno I. Quirurtj du Vooitien: 1mIt. KirrptJ 
en ('et endroit ellt un 110m de dig-nit..;, COllllllun II. loulC's le,:c villes roynle!! ; 8l111i 

" signifie-I.il une ville verilubl(,U\pnt rO)'lIle." P. 137. H King-tse" says tbe 
editor or 1'.Ii~t. gen. de In Chine" exprimc I'cndroit vii I'~'mpl'reur ti.-nl 88 

" cour." T. ix, P 410 .• , Ell 1161, 80Ul~ l'empt>rt'ur Kuoolsong, la Oolle ill!" Kin" 
says the ),ounger De Guigncil" pattit de Tsien.f,in-out'y, it ttrnte Jietlc!!I A "est de 
" Peking, pour Be dirip vers Ill. ville de Lin-tlgfJn, uctuellcmrmt JJang-lcheoa

H foil." "C'e!lt" metue (be addsln Il Nute) que Marcu Polo nomme Kj1l-l.,a'y.~ 
T. iii, p. 82. 

S.d. I. 

Notet. 

1003. The city of Yrmg-<:heu1u, of which he was the proYisional governor tor 
three yean'!, being di~tllnt oilly ahout a wef'k's jouruf'j', hy the clIl1al, frnm liang· 
ch~u-:ru, he had consequently the opportunity of occasional intercourse with that 
capillii. 

1001. Th8.!ltl dimensions, tHken In their literal sens,., mllst be rrgnmed as 
Mtrava~nnt, even ahhough they IIhould be undf'r~tood to incll1l'1e thl' l'uhutbs ~ 

but thf're h8~ already been freqllt"nt occll<;ioll to remark, that when in dC'icrihing 
tbe lIize of place1I our author ~pellk'l of mile~, hr mu~t h(' "d'pro'lpd to mean 
Chine<lf'miles, or Ii, which are to the Ihdian in thc proporlion of thrcf> to eight. 
Even fluch nn f'xtent mi!tht SN'OJ f'x(,Pllllivf>, Wf're it not thut the wall~ evell of the 
-.edern city an" estimated hy travellers at ";"'y ii, nnd thai, if in IIIf' ('OtlrRe of 
five CClltllries thf')' haYt> ulldt·rgone illteration ~, it if; to he presumed tht'ir limits 
may Illwe berl! con .. idf>rabl) contracted; all is known to he the case with rrspect 
to the t'ity of Nrln·/.:illg, " qui 8voit " say!! P. Le Cornte .. trolfl t'nccintea de 
" murail168, .. III derni~rc delquf'lIeM on donnoit lIeize grflnd~ li('ues de circuit. 
" On ell voit ent"orequelquf'.!J -t'etlligf"ll." T. i, p. J JB. " IItmg~chN)u:f(JU" 811)'8 Van 
Bra.1Il h • lIotonte Ii de drconfCrence ("IX lif'utll). Sa forme r!:t irrfoi!t0liere: 

" tanlGt Ie remp'lrt eIIt cir('ulairf', tantot droit, tunlOt encore il se courhe a caulle 
" dH hautell monhlgne!l.'· T. ii, p. 146. It il! rarely indeed that I' trl'lugcu can have 
tHopportunity of mtasuring the work!! ot forti6ed pIaceQ: Ihey lIIustderivetheir in
formation rrom the natiYea, who from ignorance or vanity are likely to deceive thflllD. 

1~" The Illtke here flpokMl of i. the Si-hu or "western lake" 80 uUed ti'om 
itt being "ittlated on the We!ltt'nl &ide of the city. .\ Ithough inconlliderable in 
point or nt~t, it ill bi~hly celebrated by all !ravcUt'rlll nn aceounl of lhe beauty 
of illl IUlrTIJundillJ( I'(eflery nnd tlac peculiar tr3IKpllrt'n('Y of itlil waIN'I. U The 
'I J.ke .... a~" Stauntoll II thrmf'd It l>Nufituj 8lu-et of luter, about drree or (our 

U mile!!", dlltmeter, and "rroaDded to tlae nortb, toast, and south, by au alDpbt
" tlteatft of pldarwque mHntaiM." « It. ... ia _t pIaon 8ballew, the water 

(C perfectly 
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" perraetly pelhlCid, Dod the bottom gravelly." P.444. "The w"ter" lay. 
~IOW, who made aD elltcurolioll on it " watil as clear Wi cry.tal." P.5U. "L'eau 

«, de ce lac uelieieux" says P. Martini" cst claire comme erilla.1; de 10000'Iu'on 
" y peut voir au food les plus petite!! pierres." P.141. 

1006. The river upon which thh~ ancient capital of southern CI.im:L stands i. the 
T'itJrHa1lg-khmg. "The lide " tilaYIi Staunton " illcreWies th.e width or this riRl 

H to about rour mile", oppo!!ite the city. A.t low "ater there it; u fine Icvel straad 
" Ilear two milell broad, which. extend" towardil the sea as far a~ the eye can 
" reach." P. 438. Accordill~ to the word~ of our au lhor there uppears to have 
hecn, ill his time, a pa8llage of water from the river, through the numerous canals 
of the city into the lake. This would take place lit tbtl flood tide, Bnd at tbe ebb, 
through the Ilame channels, there would be a. reflux from the lak(' into the river, 
necefillary for the purpowo of cieanHing them. But in the moderu accountl of 
jlang-cheu.(u 110 OIt>ntinn is made of any ~ uch communication between the river 
nnd the city or lIle litke, And to IlCCOUlit for the dio;ai;reemcnt we might be led to 
conclude thut frolll the recediug of the sen, or olher natnral CloluSC~, a change of 
circumHtullCt·s may havt· been produced m !iO IOIl~ Ii CO(lrIiC or time. It i!3) however, 
more probable that the paslla~jJ of the water nocs nctunlly lIuhsiiot, although, being 
inll.pplicabl{' to tbe SlJm\le~t purpose~ of uavigation or trllll'lport of good!!, it hall 
heen unnoticed hy ollr mOliNO tnwe\ler'l; lind thi" opinion i>l IItrengtilcn.cd by the 
rude piau or the city given in Du U alde' ~ work, where a chilullel of communica. 
tion, with the appf'urallce of Ii sluice or Hood-gate, i'J clitl tinctly marked. '1'_ 
I;i.lellce, indccJ, wilh rc!;pect to Q water.pllstlllge would pro\'c 100 much; for lUI 
they de"Cribe the loke to he fl'd hy u varit'tyor rivule tlf de>lccoding froln the 
gorgt's of th{' mOlllllailllO, lind Staunton inforIJU Wi that it " furnishes u copiou!o 
u stream, I'ullnillg ill a channel round tho city walls) ill which Ilfe turned $cverat 
U arches ror Mlllali cmall! to pas~ through the principal "trech, " it foliows of 
necessity that lbf',re mu,t be all exit, at least, to the riVtlf; beeauie the town 
would otherwi1l6 be exposed to occaliional iauudlLtion. 

1007. AU tbe modern accounts of this city concur iu dcscribillg its Rumerouil 
canals, but tbey likewille iOllist upon the Rarrownesll of itll pa\'cd IItreel!i. Ow 
author, it ill true, in II ioub!WCJucllt part of hill description, speak!! of the principal 
'treet ns being forty paces il) widtb (about equal to that of Peking); but it mu,t be 
oon.idered that ut tbe period when he wrote, J1URg-ch~u .till retained the magni.6· 
.cence of a gl'ent capitalllnd imperial residence, alld that in a country re~te,,"")' 
.... aged by foreign 8I1d domestic conquerors, it cal,lOot bt> !lIlPpolWd to bave ... 
caped repeu.ted delltrtlction, nor, Ivhen renewed, to have OilJtil1wed, ill tbo new 
unagemeot of ib IItreelil, aoy other chara«er than that of ~ provincilll city 

altAoup of the firtt chw. So periahable, indefd, are tbe JPMeriaU with "Dich 
the 

In 
BOOIrll. 

CHA:>.LXVII1. 
,"ire', I. 

NUki. 
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BOOK 11. the bOU!M81 aDd eyeD the palacel of tho Chinese ate built, and 10 liable are tU1 
to conflagration, that we can expeet to find but little interior reeemblance bet~ 

CHAP.LXVUI. .l__ d .. h b b II b Id' I_~ ': &fel. I. a mo~n an an anCient City, even t aug t e wa 8 R OU contmue to enc"," 
the same space of ground. 

1008. Amongst the exaggerations imputed to our author, in his arcount of 
China, Donc baa been more commonly pointed out by tho~c wllo take- a part againlt 
him, than thili aljertion, that a city, wliytever its extent and magnificellce might 
be, should have contained lwelve thousand bridgefl. it caUDot be tlt'llIed that the 
truth is here outstepped; but it must be r(>collected that he doe~ not IItate the 
ract upon lbe nuthority of any enumeration of hig own, hut mt'rely ali the 
popular story (I! Jama is the expression) rl'lated by (h(' inflllbih~nhi of Ihl' place, 
whose VQllity, in tllili and other instanccs, led them tn impose IIpon admiring 
credulitJ. When, 011 the other hand, we consider that oc("ording to thc licllcrip
LiOD given of th(· city, thp. communication between ali it~ purl!! wa!ol c!!ietiy carried 
on by water; that through ut least Hery principal ~tl' el' t tbcr~1 a canal; and 
tbat in orJcr to faeilitnlp tbe intci\.UUIlie or tbose whn dwl'lt on oppnslle sides or 
tbe same litrf'et, it wag neceSElary to have numerous means of croll:.jllg, w(' shall 
be dispo!led to aUow tbal the total number of every thing coming .. nder the 

denomination of a bridge, especially if tbose of tbe suburbs ate included, must 
bue been prodigious • 

• 009. In this passage we find a remarkable variation bt'h'een the text of RaOlusio 
and that of the Lutin \'f'rt ion, wherc, ililiteod of the wordll " una nave vi puo 
" P"~~HTI' di sotto un:' IIlbero," Wl' relld, 011 the contrnr), ., naves magna! 
" er~cto malo pertranl'ire poslI- int." In the f'arly ,-,pitome the Wllllt is flotspoken 
of, the exprell-~ion being simply u 8i olli, che per soUo PIiSlI li una gran nave." 
From the context. however, it appf'arllthe more consi~t('nt SeIlSf', Ihat the eleva 
tion of the lI.n::hes wall intendf'd to be marked by the cirCtlmlltllnCf' of the vessel, 
being enabled to paflfl under them without tbe necel!8ity of lowerin~ the mast; as 
i, the general~ although by no mcans tbe universal practice; nor clln this he 
conBidered 0.8 bordering on the marvellous, unles8 under the eT1'ODE'OUB suppoiition 
that by "tlOt our author meant JMp1, in our acceptation of tbe term. But it is 
evident that the vesseJo; Ilpoken of can be no otber than the bargeR of the inland 
na.igation, the muts of ",bich, like those of tbe Bame claslif employed on our 
own riven and canah, are 110 con8tructed as to admit of their being lowered or 
ioclined tow.rd. the Rtern, whefC\ler the want of lIutlicient height in the arch of 
the bridge renden it neeeuary. "Outre Cetl digue8" layH P. Le Cornie, 8pea~ 
of the gnlld CBfial "on a balti une infinite de ponts pour la communication d.' 
" tenes : ila 80Dt de troi., de cinq, et , de lept arch. i ceUe du milieu .. t 
" e:draordioai ..... ent haate, dn tlue I. barque! en pa...nt. De .~nt ,.. 

" oblis_ 



TRAVltLS OF MARCO POLO. 

'" ebJr~ d'Bbaiaser leufA ma'lt~." NOllV. Mem. de la Chine, t. i, P. 161. "De t toUI! Jell environ!! " ~ltv'" 1)'1 fLdrle ill IlL" de~criptLOn of a neighbouring city 
on p(>ur \CUlr, eulrf'r, (-llllll'r dam, toote la ville en bateau. II n'y a t'IIint de 

" rue ou.1 II) .8lt un callal; C'I' .. , P" IIr1li101 llyn quantiti' de pontll qui 90nt fort 
" C!t'VC"1 et prcMlnc ton8 d'Ulw "cu le ~ucll('." T. i, p. 179. But lIl0t0t dirertly 
to our purpo .. " i~ 8,lrrow'lI ub~('r\'1t101'l 1 \hat " Over thi" lIl.un trllnk and m08t of 

u the olher {'anol~ "ntl rlve-rs, arc d grpot variety of bridgeb . .• Some have the 
" pieri! "I' lIuch 1111 eXlraorullloIry hClght lh,lt the large&t vCSlIcl .. , of two hundred 
" tOllt>, lIailunue" thl'ln without 9tnklllg their mllllte." P.337. 

1010. J n the Sa ... ]!;' edition of our author's work B. compari .. on is made l)('tweclI 
tllis city afld VI'fllet', HI rt'lipect to their man.hy .. ituutwn !,f" Fundu!! autem 
" civilnh'4 c .. t m loco paludino8o fert~ ut Venf'lire: unde !oj cnrerct pontibUl" de 
" viro ad \U' UIil p<'tv(,nlrI 11011 p09~Ct." The recremhlanre, however, would 
seem to h(' more '1tl'ong lwtwecn Vellier and the aquatic city of Su<heu1u, than 
e .. en this of nfJil!ltg-cht'U-Ju, S('e Lord Macartney's Embassy, Vol. Ii, p. 427, 

SECTlON II. 

51~ 

BOOK II 

OHAO.LXVIII: 
.!I.e, I 

Not .... 

BEYOND the city, and enclosing it on that side, there is a fosse about <'td II 

forty miles in length. very wide. and full of water that comes from. 
river before.mentioned. This was excavated by the ancient kings of 
the province. 111 ordef that when thE' river should overflow its banks, 
the superfluous water might be diverted into this channel; and to serve 
at the same time as a measure of defence. lOll The earth dug out from 
thence was thrown to the lOner side, and has the appear~nee of many 
hillocks surrounding the plaee.1012 There are within the city ten prin-
cipal squares or market-places, besides innumerable shop!! along the 
streets. Each side of these squares is half a mile in Length.10ll and in 
front of them is the main street, forty paces in width, and running in 
a direct line from one extremity of the city to the other. It is crossed 
by many low and convenient bridges. These market-squares, (two 
miles in their whole dimension) are at the distance of four miles from 
ph other. In a direction parallel to that of the main street, but on 
the oppNite side of the squares, runs a very large canal, on the near"r 
bank of which capacious warehouses are built of stone, for the acoom~ 
modation of the merchants who arrive froni India and other parts, 'toge-

SUther 
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BDOK 11. th.r whh ~ goods and effects '; in order that they mal be colPVenied!lj 

CHAP.LXVnL situated with respect to the market..jlaces.101• In each of these. uP!IJII 
S~. II three tays in every week, there is an assemblage of frohl forty to fifty 

thousand persons, who attend the markets and supply theln with every 
article of provision that can be desiffIiIJ.. There is an abundant quantity 
of g.li.me of all kinds, such as roebucks, stags, fallow deer, hares, and 
rabbits, together with partridges, pheasants. francolins, quails, common 
fowls, capons, and such numbers of ducks and geese as can scarcely be 
expressed; for so easily are they bred and. !'e~l cd on the la)..e, that for 
the value of "'~Venetian silver groat, you may purchase a couple of 
geese and two -couple of' ducks ,l tl l'! There, also, are the shambles, 
where they slaughter cattle tOr food, such as oxen, calves, kids, and 
lambs, to furnish the tables of rich pcr~ons and of the great magi ... trates. 
As to people of the lo",cr classes, they do not !Icrupl~ ent every 
other kind of flesh, however unclean, without any di .. c l iminalioll. 101b 

At aU seasons there is in tbe marketg a great variety of herhs and CI uits, 
and especially pears of an extraordinary size, weighing tell pounds 
apiece, that are white in the inside, hle pa~te, and have a vel )' Ji.'grant 

I
, ,1017 There are peaches also, in their season, both of tile) cHow 

, ' ~e white kind,101El and of a delicioll~ flavour. Grape'! are not 
. ced there, but are brought ill a dried state, and very good, from 
otber parts.1019 This applies al so to wine, which the natj\'e~ do not 
hold in estimation, being accustomed to their own hquor prepared from 
rice anu spiccs.1D20 Flom the sea, which is twenty_five miles di<;tant, 
there is daily brought up the river, to the city, a vast quantity of fillh; 
and in the lille also there is abunclancc, whic il gi,'es employment at all 
tUnes to persons whose ,ole occupatiotl it is to catch thelll. The ~orts 
..... e various according to the season of the year, and in conscqu~n('e of 
the 0&1 carried thither from the town, they become large a.nd rich.10~1 

At the aight of such an importation of fish, you would think it impossi
hie that it could be sold; and yet in the course of a few hours it is all 
taken off; so great is the num.ber of inhabitants, even of those classe& 
which can atJOra to indulge itt sllch luxuries; for fish and flesh are entel 
at o.same meal. Each of the tell market-squares jg surrounded wit~ 
higba. dwelling ~UJeSII0J2 in the lower part of which are shops, where 
_y kind of, ...... ct.u.r. i. cau~ on, and every arti<:Je o' trade io 

sold; 
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r; 'Anen, a~.!l88t others as spices, droge, tnnk-eta, .. pearls"" 9OOK. n . 
... certain shops nothing ill vended but the wine of the country,. which CHA;;;'VIIf. 

they are contihually brewing, an! serve out fresh to their cuor.lers at Sed " 

a moderate ~rice. The streets connected with the market-square8 are 
numerous, and in some of them .e many cold bath" attended by ser .. 
vants of both sexes, to perform the offices of ablution for the men and 
women who frequent them, and who from their childhood have been 
accustomed at all times to wash in cold water, which they reckon highly 
conducive to health. At these bathing places, however, they have 
apartments provided with warm water, for dIe lISC ~ .trangers, who 
from nol being habituated to it, cannot bear the shOCk of the cold. 
All urc in the daily practice of washing their persons, and e8pecially 
before their mcak l 024 

NOTES. 

lOll. The CX1 <;tcncc of tim fus .. c, commencing at the lakc, nnd terminating at 

the river, may he traced In Du lIalde's; plan of the city. It~ length there appears 
to exceed tl1(' proportion here B .. si~ned of four-tenth .. of the whole extent at,. 
wall l:o, but all the plonM in that collection ate without scale, Ilnd seem to • 
been drawn by Chm<''!e urti ll t .. , from memory rather tban from actual ~. 
With regard to the o~led of thiil excavatIOn, it may rather bc thought intended 
to cnrry off th<' overRowingll of the lake, than to receive those of the river, a3d 
Staunton ncc.-ortImgly lipcaks or" the stream thut flows through it at ordinary 
limes, al> being I!upphed from the former. 

1012. Tlli'! account of the manner in which the earth taken from the fosse wall 
disposed of, doe"! not convey any ver}' clear iden: which lOay proc('ed from the 
original words not having been digtinctJy understood by the ('otly tronlilatorll. 
Somfl modern deflcriptions of the place take notice of It hill or mound, within the 

W.UII, lIenoing for the sito of a watch· tower, to the formahon of which the earth 
in question may have been applied; but our author himRelf furnishes the beRt 
explanation, when in a subsequent part of tbis cbaptt"t, he mentions that .t for 

the purposes of niglltly watch, there are mounds of earth thrown up, at the 
distance ofabout a mile from each other." 

lOIS. The interior of tbis and of every other Cbinese eit, (u observed in Note 
1007) mUlt hl'fe undergone an eotrre c.baDIe .im~e tbe days or our aumor, •• d .. 

3 U Sf .z .... 
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BOOK If. balal'8 or rII'1A:t>I-p1e:ecs here mentioned are unnoticed by modern trave11ert t 
- unlMS indeed indirectly, as in the journal of Dc Guignes, w\e~e he says" OJ 

CHAP.LXVln. • d' d ltd I " . I Ch" . . ' 
S II "n eoteD Oit U lrlll que an.. ('9 dlrrelours, au es tomB Be pretlSOleM 
UI •. 
Note- " davantage pour noU!. voir." T. il, p. 67. According to t~englh of the 

Chinese Ii, as e .. tabli~hed by the most accura.te writers, at 296 French toises, each 
side of these squnrNl would be about 32G!ihglillh yards, and their distance from 
eAch other about 2560. 

1014. The regulations of the Chinese government with regard to forci~1I 

commerce appear to have been nearly the same, at 1;1. remote period, a .. thO'ic to 
which 'he European conceruil at the port of Canton arc hul~cclcd at lh(' prc!>cnt 
day. II Lors q~8 marchand" arrlvent lila Clune par mer" says the Arabian 
Traveller of the ninth century U Ie," Chinoib "aiSI!.Sl'nt toutes It'ur'l marchandillc'I, 
" el Ie" transport('nt dans drs magazins: II" les ('mpe!>chent de pH~"cr outre pen~ 
" danl six mOlS, jusqu'Q ce que Ie dernier vai~"l'llIIlIIurchand 1I0It nrdve. EnRuile 
I( ils prennent trois pour dlx de touh's It'S marchandlsc", et ren_t Ie reste aux 
" marcband!!. " Anciennes HelatioM, p. 26. It II> pwbnhl(' thnt the accommoda. 
tion of wurchou .. el:l for imported good .. of which our autbor bOd<;I 'I, wa .. fully a!o 
much intended to facditate the collcction of the emperor's duties as to promote 
the convenience of the foreign merchants. 

, Jel5 . .Perhaps instead of the ('onjunction copulative" aud," we ",liou ld hf'fe 
.'the disjunctive" or," and consu.ler two of thc smaller of the<;e atluatic bird:. 
aa all t'quivaJellt for aile of the larger. 

1016. Staunton observe<; thllt, "of tbe lurg ... d (of quadrupeds) the ('ammon 
" peoplc have little opportunity of ever ta 'l tingtuniell!o of fluc h a'l du> hy accidpnt 
I( 01' disease. In such cn~es the appetite of a Chill('!>e fiUl'l1Iounts all .. cruple; 
" wlu,>ther it be all ox 01' csmd, a IIh('('p or RaG, it is eflusH) acceptable, 'fhi .. 
" people kllow no distinction of clean and unclean meat .. Quadruped'! thnt call 
U find some resources for 8uhhistence about dwelling-house!., IIII('h as hog!> and 
" dogs, arc the mOllt common animal food, and ure lIold at the public markets," 
P. 399. The Arabian Travellers of the nmth century notice in like manner tbe 
indillcriminate style of feedlllg to which the ChlllE'"e wC'l'e addicted, ill their days. 
Anciennes Relations, p.17. " Les Cbinois expogellt aussi dans leurs mllrches " 
say the Jelluita " de III chair de cheval, d'ane8sc et de cbien." Leltres edifiantell, 
t. xviii, p. 311. 

1017. Peal's of the weight of ten pounds are, it must be confellsed, an extraor~ 

dinary productioD of nature, and must have been of a kind stiU unknown in 
I:f~ope, wher .. , 'believe, the largest are not found to exceed two pound.; nor 

have 
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M.ve I been able loascertain the weight of any pear grown intEngilad, e1Ceedin, 
__ enty-six ouneel ' ]t iR well known, mdecll, that the varieliea of the pyrus, as 
• el! lUI or other fruitll, 1I0t Dill}' dcgcllt'rate in ~Ize and fluality, but in a long 

course of ye~ acludlly hecome exlinct. Bul the credibility of our author', 
as.'1crhon <10M! not rC"It for 8upporlupoll the mere prc!>umptioll or what might ha\'e 

been the Glatc of Chmese horhcultuN .ill the thirteenth autul'Y; lor we learn 
from the accounts of modern tr.lVeHers that rt'!lr~ of uncommon magnitude are 
still produced in the eU!ltcrn provlIlce'l of CIUlla. "On \'I'ncloit , Ie long du 
" cbcmlll," Hays Vall Braam " d(>>; pOlre .. (lUI .,onl trC""l;"flJ'l~{,~ leI. Hler 011 m'cn 

" Ii dOllne unt' dan'! noIre logemenl, donlla circonf{orcncc, lIle~llfl\c d,l1I~ ~on .. ens 
" oblong, av,lit qninze pouee'! et demi, et 1..1 gfo~~eur quatorLO pOllee... Ct~ttc 

" e .. pcce de POIft' p.trait (!trt> lu ).('ule qu'on trollV" dan,. les ~villec .. heplclllfi~ 
"onalcH. Sa couleur ('!It d'un be.lu jdune dore. It"v(jtu(' de sa peall, clle a une 
" ~orlc de dnretc. mai'l el] ia III,Ulgeant, Ie ju ~ ell dt~coul(' j la chall'e ell est fon

" dante, l't Ie gout 81>'«!Z a£;rcdblC'." '1'. ii, p. 3'3. It IIldy be prcl>umcd that this 

meabur('lllenl ~givcll In French IUcilc)., which arc r"lht'r IOIl!{er Ihan uurti. Had 
tbe wt.'lght a .. wdlll'l tht· dIllU ' II~lOn., !JeC' 1I .. taled. tIl(' c()1l1p.lri~on With th()~e de&

crihl'd In th(' text would h,lve ht't'n more ."llhl:lctory, Tht'" tonner, it I>hould be 
obt.crvl·cl. Wt'l"i" IIlct With by til\' Dutch tr,lVdlt>r ... , ill tllf' \icmlt) uf 1lillllCousider

abl{' vdla~t' ill the lIurtliern prov[ncc~ of SI((m.tulIl{. where It 1'1 probdhlc they had 
not III(' athallla~c of allY high d('gr('(~ of cuitufl'. whl'rl'a., those menliolled m our 

text Wt' fl ' I'.H~cd II' a Imlll cliruat{', lor till' cO'1IiUmptlOlI 0\ a luxmlOU!. capital, 
and con~t'<fuentl) might huve ""awed to gr('.ller pcrlN:llOlI, ln modern tirues&be 

hkill of Ihe Chll1c'ic !\ardt-'Ilcr'i I~ dlrt'cll,d, not to till' Ul~il'ct 01" I\lCrt,'d~lOg the size 
or thl'lf frlllt~, hut, on Ihe coutrary, til tlldt of dll1Hni~IHn~ both plant nlld fruit 

in "urll ,I 1Il.lIIner Uf, to rt'preb~~e orlgllJai jl,'oduclion<; IU milllalurl"'. If ad such • n WII1I1l"lc,t\ procl"'., .. bel'n udyertecf to Ii) l\1.AItc.o P(lLU, it would huve fdlrly 

required twm h, .. re.,der .. ..I .,Ii'ongf'1' dl·grce of ttlllh, Ih"11 i ... c.alll'ti lor hy thi~ 

account of pt'lIrllllrought 10 all uncommon magnilude b) !iuccl, ... ~ful cultlvution 111 

the ortlmary way. \Vlmt I I> ~ald of tllI'lI' inner ~uh~tancc re..,emhlll1g paste, is 

meant to delicnbe that quality which Vall Braam term ... jonJaJltc or melting, and 
which Ut" Guigne~, spedklllg or the sume fruit, expr(>",.es by oCllrree. The latter 

pronounccs tllCm to be "fort gro~se& t't excellcntc~," T, iii, p.3D.? 

lOIS. Dy peaches of the yellow kind it may be conjectured thut our author 

means apflcol .. , Wlll('h, liS lVeli as peaches, are the produce of that part ofCbina. 

J:'io mention is mudl' \.If oranges. 

1019. Sec Chap. xxix of thisllook, and Notc 759. What is here saiil of dried 

~ will be thought to justify the correction suggcsted in that notc, respecting 

the IUPpoted transport of wine, 
1020. Hea. 

511 
BOOKlL 

C(VP.LXVUI • 
sut. U. 
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-.ooK n. 1-. Reli~tinr abili Chint'lie liquOtsee Notes 598 and 709; to wbich we""" 
- .dd tho ol»ervation of the Arabian traveller: " Leur boissod eet uno ClIpec.e W 

OHV·Ll<.VItl. . d··" . d' . d '" , . . .,. B. "vin fait avec u rlli; I Ii n ont POltlt autre Viti nDS e paiR, 00 n y cn porie 
HelMI. " pu Il'ameurs, ils n.e Ie connoill5Cnt pal, ('t Us n'en boi'f'('pt~" Apc. Relat. 

p.17. De Gvignes further remarks that, " La Chine produit du raisin, mail Ie 
" pa)"l n'"t pM vig'Rob\e: Ie nisin D1c ...... oit peu prop"/!: a faire du ,·in." 'f. iii, 
p . .!U8. For a more pIIrlicular account of the mode of brewing tbe cAu, ls;~II, or 
ttlranm, the reader il referred to t. ii, p. 278 of this writer, and to t. ii, p. 118 of 
Ou Halde. 

Iiwt. " .... 

IMI. In tbe mind of a Chinese no idea of indelicacy would be excited by thill 
disgusting circu,.,u-ncc; aod to 0111' author, whORe education had been finished 
amongst these people and the Tartars, it was prolmbly H. IlUbject of indilTerence. 
It lDust be obBel'vcd at the !lame time that that specific nffemive matt('r which con
stitutee the bulk of " le iMmOllditie" in European citiell, ill regardt>d in Chinn 11~ 

too precioul aD IIrticle to be allowed to run into public Mewen and ~ be ultimately 
loet in riven or lakelJ. Like the dung of our stable!! it i .. carefully preserved for 
Uae improvement of the land. 

lOti. The generality of Chlnege hous("S having only one floor, those which are 
railed to a. second story may, comparatively, be termed c(ue alte." 

1-' " L'interieur de la ville" sayfl Van Braam " f'St If!iU'Z: hien hoW, et ren· 
.. ferme plu"ieuN! belies maisons ••• Lc!! rues ne lIont pa!! fort large!> ••. En let 
" tra. ... enalltj'ai remarque de gran des houtiquell bien ulJ9nrtiefO, ct des mugasina de 
" loute. sortes de ruRrc:handise.a:." P. ]46. '~des parfumt"urB" obBervee 
De Guignes "800t Ie'! plUK orO£"'8I>." P. 67. ,,~1Ie chief streets" says Staunton 
"coll8ist entirely of shope and wareho1.l8(>8; many not inferior to the most 
" aplendid of the kind in London." P.489. 

1()j4.. Tbeae attenbone to pet'SOft81 eleaoHn88s, 80 little practised among81 the 
T""'n, would &trike our author, as he advanced from the colder proYinceti oftbe 
DOrth to tbe milder climat. of CANciong, "here luxury at leaM, if not nee_ity, 
(81 in the ttiU more ,lauthern provinces) would call for frequent ablution. 

SECTION 1Il. 

I. alber atreete are the b.bitalioaB of the courtesan .. who are bere 
;n auch numben -l dare not VII1iw;F to report: and not only ..... the 

BiJDares, 
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tfluares, which is t.he situation usually appropriated for their retilence, BOOK If. 
'but in every part of the city they are to be found, adorned with much . .:... 

ell \P,~.II. 
finery, highly/ perfumed. occupying well.furnished houses, and attended .... / III. 
by many female dome!.tlcs.10Cl These women are accomplished, and 
are perfect in the art!. of blandishment and dalliance. \'illich they accom .. 

pany with expression'! adapted to every description of person; insa. 
much that strangers who have once tasted of' their charms. remain in a 
state of' fascination, and become so enchanted by their meretricious arts. 
that they can nt'ver divest them.;elve~ of the impression. Thus intoxi. 
cated with !!Icll!.uai plea<iurcs, when they return to their homes they 
report that they have bl!l!n in Kin . .\Gi or till! celestial ciiy, and pant for 
the time when they may be enabled to revisit paradise. In other streets 
arc the dwclllllgs of til(' physicians and the astrologers, who also give 
in~tructions in reading and wntmg, a~ well as in many other arts. 
Thry have apartment~ also amongst thobe which surround the market· 
square<;. On oppo<.,ite sides of each of the<;(' squares there are two large 
edifice<;, where officer<; appointed by his maje<;ty ale stationed, to take 
immeuiate cognil.ance of' any dlffcrencc'i that may happen to ari ::.e be· 
tween the foreign merchants or amongst the inhabitants of the place. 
It i ~ their dllty likewise to see that the guard'i upon the <;cveral bridges 
in their rc'\pective vicinities (of whom mention shall be made hereafter) 
are dilly placed. and in casas of neglect to punish the delinquents at 
their discretion . IOU 

On each sidc of the principal street, already mentioned as extending 
from onc end of the city to the other, there are honses and mansions of' 
great size, with their gardens, and near to these, the dwellings of the 
artisan~, who work in shops, at their several h'ades; and at all hours 
you see such multitudes of people passing and repa~sing, on their vari
ous avocation'i, that the providing food in sufficiency for their main. 
tenance, might be Ileemed an impossibility; 10'17 but othcl' 1(1ea5 will be 

E
nned when it ;'1 obscl'n~d that on l" 'cry market.day t~c squares. are 

, owdcd wlth u'Jdc~people who cover the whole space WIth the arbc1cs; 
rought by carts alul boats; for all of' which they find a sale. By in .. 

stancing the single article of peppet, some UOUOIl may be formed of 
the whole quantity of provisions, meat, wine, groceries, and the like, 

required 
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requiMa for the commmption of the inhabitants of Kin.sm " and of this, 
MARCO POLO learned from an officer employed in his majesty's custor:p*, 
the daily amount was for·ty-three loads, each load being two hundred 
and forty-three pounds.1028 

NOTES. 

102.5. At Khat/bldu or Pekin,lr it wa~ th(> C'ustom in our sutbar's time, fUI it is at 

tbe prMlent duy, to re~(rict the re"m!f'IIC'C of th" public womclI to the lIuburb!< of 
the t:i(~. where tlu' nUlIlI'rou~ ~trulIl.("P\ whn '"f'8urt (0 till' cllpital were Jikcwisl' 

qUllrl('r('d. Ut're, 011 the olh<'r IWlld, IiIC~ Hn' dl'~rril)('d <IS illhnhitillg tilt' mOllt 

frequC'lltf'O PRf'" of the town, Dnd esp('cm lly the viriTllr'y of tit I' f;quBn' .. or bazurs; 
as if the RC"cnmmorintion of thl" fon'i~u 'Il erc1ml\t~, in lhi~ rl'''pl·('t "I~o, wa~ part. 
ticularly ('oo<;"hed. "C(,8 fCIUIIl(,,'<" (~u,'s lhl:' t.l'c()nd of the Arllbian Travellers, 

lifter t'Xph.ining the manner in which !hf')' wl're rl'git.tcrl"d and li('('o ,,1;>11 by the 

04iceno of A"uvernmenl)" lUarl"hcnt I<'I! "oir~ hahill (:l'~ d'(,I!tfJilt-!o (t-llkl<) dl' cll\'E'rileli 

" Coull'urll, l't f'lIes nc portt'lI! poi lit d(' \()ilt'~. ElIl'i- ,,'l.Ihilll(\oull("1I1 it IOU8 les 
" cstralJg{'rs noulo'E'llf'ment arrhes dan'! Ie pUI", 101'<' qu'ilt uimt' llt Iii dl,t-hnuchp. 
" LCA Cbinoia lea font venir chf'z eux, {'t CJlf'IIIl'CIJ t-01't(,111 qUf' If' mllllll . Lemons 

" Dieu, de f'e qu'il nOlls a t'xemptez de lIemblables iuliuuics." Allc. Re-lat. p. 57. 

1026. In the account ~iveh by Dc Guign('s of the !lcverRI rankll of ('ivil man

darinll or mngi"tralcs (kouan), hl' mentions" Ie nan-JIIIY, chef de polic!!, ('t 8('S 

" 8S8eSFleUI'I« ou lieutenants de quarli(lrs," "~oftice1'!l spoken of in the text 
were probably of this latter (' la8s. 

1027. " It ",aM difficult" 8ays Staunton ' 4 to pass along thf' SifC'cls, on account 
(( of thc vasl cOllroune of I't'op\{' not al'sl' lllhlf'ti mf' r('l) to "Cl' til(' "trang('rs, or 

" on any other public occalliou, but f'a('h individual going about i,ill own con
U cern!!." P. 439. " 11 Y paroit dans If'M rllt's " /'1\)6 J.e COOlte .. autont tit· monde 

II que daDIl «lIee de Parifl; et COnlme d'ililleuri J('e fallxbourg(l; en IlOU! Immense8, 

" et la ~u~ barqut't qui e~rent 10US les canau~ infinif', je ne la crois 
I( pa mdfhs peupMe que leli pJus gnwdes "iI1es de J'Europe." T. i, p. 129. 

1028. As ~.thor profell8es to have obtained his information on this hea, 
from an officer'.bf" the customs, it follow8 that th<' quantil~ of p<'pper I' tutE'd in the 
te:xt wal'! tbat of the importation (which alone cou ld COOl(' uuder hi ll ('ognizunee), 

and not the quantiti 'eonllumed in the ~ty; with which, however, it Wil li not up
likely to be eonl:Jabdld in the miD.t~ tbe former. The daily entry'beiutr It.ted 

at 
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at lQ,4491bs. the annual quantll\ would be .3,813,88:' Ibs. or (at the curto., rate BOOK 11. 
of ,ixteen hundred-wci£:hl 10 the ton, ill thili article) about 21.30 tODS. 'ntis may be -

., - CIIAi'.UVIU. 
tbought lurge, but in II paper drawn up hy Mr. F. Pigoll and published in Dalrym. S fY; / 111. 
pIc's Oriental R('pcrtOl'Y (vol. Ii , p. 305), 1\ ;9 aR~ertpd that" the usual import, Note>. 

U at all tbe trueling porh of GhillU, il> about 40,000 peculs," or; at 133 Ibs. t(l the 
pecul, ahout 3,000 tonA. "Les Hollandoi '! et Ips AngloiR" says Dc Guignea, 
flppaking of tht' 1II0dprn commerce of the Chinese, " ont vendu t ,465,053 livres 
" pesallt riP poivr(', 46,m- I livre..; de ~"LrOnC, ('t H,979 livr('s de muscude. CeUe 
« quuntilt· d'cplcericli, si l'on considl\rc la population de la Chine, est plus qu'in-
" huftl. .. antc, et lI 'est riell en raison de ce que I'empire devroit consommpr." T. Iii, 
p. 304. In regard to til(' inadequacy of thi~ importation, it should be observed tbat 
it i~ not "pon the EUrOpl',lll trade alone the Chinesp depend for their sup· 
plies of Iwppcr. Their junk!! frequent IlIsn) of the eastern islands, and at the 
port of Borf/ro-proper, in particular, annually take on board Jargp curgoes of that 
article. 

From documents obligingly comrnuuicated to me at the East India House, it 
appt'uNi that the qftuntilY brought i"to the port of Londoll awl &Old at the Com
pany'!' !>Blell, hall bel'n, upon all average of twenty year_, from 1781 to 1800, 
ipclulJiv(', about 2,000 1011", 01", If takell UpOIi un average of f'leven ypars, from 
1790 to Il'WO, tlurill~ which the Dutch commerce wall a~orbt>d ill that of Englallfl, 
no les~ than 2,500 tons. Of this quantity a considerable part i. again exported; 
alld IIlIch we lItay reusollably conclude to have been the calle at llm,g-cnruju, froru 
wh(,lIce, us oue of the grand nmrl.'! for Indian commoditif'~ , all the northern 
portion of Chinn, and the capital itself, mUlit have had their dC/nand!! Bupplied. 
Untif'r thesf' circulll!ltancCtl tJie illlportatiou daled ill the text will not be thought 
to exceed the bound" of probabJltty; evell though it be admitted that the southern 
provinces may have Jrawn whllt was required for their consumption from Callton 
and the pori" of Fo-ktNI. 

SECTION IV. 

THE inhabitants of the city are irJolatcrs, and they usc paper.money SId. IV. 

as currency. The men as well as ~ women have fait cGq(lPlexioDB, 
and are handsome.102!l The greater part of them are always clothed in 
silk, in consequence of the vast quantity of that material produced in 
the territory of Kin-sai, exclusively of what the merchanta import from 
other provinces.103tl Amongst the handicraft trades exercised in the 
place, there are twelve considered to be snperior to the rest, as being 
I80re ..getijUalJy useful; for each of which there are a thousand work. 

- 3 X shops, 



TJlA 'YBUI OF MARCO POLO. 

itOOK n. shopl,u and tmch shop furnishes employment for ten, fifteen or tWeDt}' 
j'HAP.LXVIIl. workmen, and in a few instances a" maTly as lorty, under their r~ 

, IV tive masters. The opulent principals in these manufactories do not ~~tl. • 

labour with their own hands, hut on the contrary assume airs of gen
tility and aw.t parade. Their wives equally abstain from work. They 
b.ve much beauty, as has been remarked, and arc urought up with de
licate and languid habits.IIXll The costliness of their dresses, in silks 
and jewelry, can scarcely be imagined. Although the laws of their 
ancient kings ordained that each citizen should exercise the profession 
of his father. yet they were allowed. when they acquired wealth, to 
discontinue the manual labour, provided they kept up the cstabh~hment, 

and employed persons to work at their paternal trades,Ie32 Their houses 
are well built and richly adorned with carved work. So much do they 
delight in ornaments of this kind, in paintings, and. fancy buildings, 
that the Bums they lavish on such objects ill enormcls. The natural 
diJl?osition of the Otive inhabitants of Kin.sai ill pacific, and by the 
example of their former kings. who were themselves un warlike, the)'J 
ha\'e been ac~stomed to hallits of tranquillity. ~he manag:cmcll t of 
arms is unknown to them, nor do they keep any in their hUlISt.'S.I033 

Contentious broils are never ' heanl amollg them. I03,1 They couduct 
their mercantile and manufacturing concert IS with per/eet caudoul' aDd 
probity.llm They are friendly towards each other, anli perSons who 
inhabit the same street, both men and wOCQen, from the mere circum
stance of neighbourhood, appear like one family. In their domestic 
manners they nre free from jealousy 01' suspicion of their wives. to 
whom great respect is shewn. and any man would be accounted infa
mous who should presume to use indecent expressions to a married 
woman. To strangers also who visit their city in the way of commerce, 
they give proofs of cordiality, inviting them fre>ely to their bou~ 
s ... Ptewin~ .fto!pitable atteQliot1, and furnishing them with the best 
:u!vice and assistance in tbeir mercantile transactions, On the other 
hand, they diJlike the sight I)f soldiery, not excepting the guards of 
the Grand" ..... ; •• they preser"" the recollection, that by them they 
were deprl"ed of the goverumeut of their native kings and ruiers.t03' 
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pjUT~S. 

J029. 'rhe Arabian travellers of the nillln contulY, "Itoee visit'" to thil Jart HOOK 11. 
of Cilinu, ~na~(> the same ohlwrvation respecting the complpx;oo of"-inhuutMlI. l:tIA~Vln. 
" LaB Ch1n0l8" thf'y say, in Rell3udot's translation" &ont pour l'ordinaire, S«t IV. 
" bellux, df' belle taille, et blanc!!." P.:fT. 

1030. " The Ilowcrcd nnd ('mb, oidered batins, and other branchc':I in the manu
" faelurl' of "ilk, (,Vf'ry part of which is done by women, occupy" slIy .. Stalin ton 
" "V8St number'! of them in Han-choo-foo. Most of the men were gaily drC8'ieO; 
" and uppell"ed to be In comfortable circumstances." Emballsy, vol. ii, p.489. 
" On Pl'ut dire 1I11ll11' aUCURe exaggeration" sayll Du Halde "que Hang~c1.«Ju est 
" propremcnl Ie pays de In ~oyc, parce que c'e't Iii princlpaiement qU' OD Ie met 
" CII \Cllvrr. 011 pn:teJ·d qll'elle renfermc environ ~uixante mille ouvrierll daD. 
U son rllt'cillt .... " ~ p. 175. H La Clune" baYs Dc Guignell '( fournit une pro
" di~iell'lc qualltlt~c cette matiere; pre~qlle tout Ie monde, a l'exceplion des 
" pllly '!alls ct dll peuple, portent delo vetemen!! de ,oie. L~eilleure provient. 

1M. Ttlu,.J.:iang." T. ii, p.22!J. 

1031. The sonnells of fell.ture, delicary of shape, and languid habits of the 
Chinesr womt'li of superior rank, may be obser,,*, in their paintings. "Though 
" thr ladles" says Staunton" reckon corpulence a beauty in a man, tbey cOIII;idef 
" it II'! 8 PI'puble blemish in tbeir OWII sex, and aim at preserving a slimnetlll alld 

I( delicacy of .. hape ." P.440. "011 assure" Ra)' s Du Halde II qU'ellell se frot
U tent tOllS ] ('11 mutine d'une eRp6ce delilJ"d, qui releve la blanchE'ur de leur teint.'" 
T. ii. p. SO. "EIlt"S lI'habillcnt magnifiquement" suys Le Comte "et pallllf"nt Ie 
" mllhn plusiE'uJ"S heurclo a se parer, dansla pensee qu'eHes pourront estre veuSe 

!I' Ie jour, quoy-quc pour j'ordin(lire elles ne Ie !ioient qUE' de leurs domestiquell." 
T. i, p. 192, ed. 1697. 

Tilt' practice of reJucing the sizt' and impeding the UMe of their feet, by early 
balldaglllg, is not adverted to by our author, tlnle81 he may be tbought to bavt> 
had it in view whE'n he employed the phraqc o~ " aU('Mk m01"bi~etllt'." .In res
pect to this and some other inlitsncc", of extr •• Unlll"), peculiarrf(ea (s. at! the 

growth of the fillgt'rollail ll to the )rnglb of two or three inches, and the preserving 
them in case'!) he may have been doubtful of gaining credit. or apprehelll,uc uf 
being E').pO!>ed to rulicule, should he relate them as facta. It may.1O admit of 
que.lion 1\ llether such fashions did actually prevail at that period. 

t03i. If this hereditary exercise of profCfllioDII was ancientl". custom amoDgst 
the ew.-, all it il with the people of I~ it mUbt be allowed that the traces 

~ X 2 of 

.... 



5114 TRAVEhS OF MARo& POLO. 

HOOK II. of itiart' not apparent ill modern time's. 011. autbor, hoaever, N Dot singular 
- in Ius as!If'rlioli. "Beaucoul' d'RuteUrB ""Observes De Guipea "~ont auit 

CHAP.LXVIlI.. l' '" 
Sff(, IV . "qu'a la. Chme lee; cnfanl'l ('xercent e mf;mc mcher que leurs peres: selon eux 

" ils"'ne pcuvMt en changer:" but bt, addli ,. It Clit de filii:, .au contraire, que 
" les fils a.,nent tarement Je metier de leur pere e~, que ce n'{'tIt que 18 
"hflCetlsilc qui leA y wnlraint." T. ii, p.454. "AuBIlil6t qu',fs Ollt gagne 
" quelque argent ,. says P. Parennin " ils pa9sent au rang des comlnerltaos, et 
" quelques-nns merne tuchent de devauiT petits mondarinll." Lett. edif. t. nii, 
p. 158. 

)033. The unwarlike dibposition and habits of the ChinE"oc are ~"nern ll)' I..lIown; 

yet in the drfence of their towns they have all tusny occa .. ioll" hhcwn the higbest 
degree of plttriotic and desperate resolution;. nor would the "ungal" hav(' eff'ectcd 
the lIubjugation of the cOlllfltry, jf the people had 1I0t beAt betrayed hy theIr 
luperior officers. 

10M. The exterior deportment of theqp pcopl(' i .. grave tn,. placid, but their 
ellper is naturally='lucible and vindictive, and the infrequency (.If broiJi itt 
chiefly to be aUributed to n rigflrous police. 

IOS5. To this chanlder for probity it may be thol1l;(ht dillt tbe C hiueile trader .. 
of the pre8('nt day hove little~, 08 ull ollr OCCQUutFi of their manllen. abound 
witb "toriC!! of tbr ingenious fraulIl! pnldllwd lit COllion upon the lells cUllom//: 
Europeans; but thclt' apply chiefly to the IOWN c1mi~ of dcalrrtl, w'aIt pcrhnp .. , 
if thl')' could be h('uru in their own defe nce, might justi'y their ""av~ upon the 
principle of retuliation. In the long continued intercourllc tbat halt ~u~lsl('d 

between the agents of the European companies and the more eminenl of IiI(' 
Cbillf'1:I6 mercbllnl>l, whatevf'r injustice tile former may bave (>xpetlenc('d from tbe 
(off~cts of court intrigu(>, complainls on the ground of commercial unfuirll(;''tq '!R\' 
been ('xfrerorly rare, and 011 the contrary their tralllNIctlOos have been markr&' 
vith the most perfect good faith and mutual cunfidence. 

JO~ ..... :rhe na"-ii of this obserution i .. characteristic of our nuthor ',. ingenuous 
:.aind. ' 

SECTION V. 

ON the borders of the lake are many handsome and spacious edifices 
belonging to .. of rank a_eat magistrates. There arc likewise 
many idol temples, with the~n8SteriesJ occupied by a number of 

4Iroonks. 
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monks, who perform the service of the idols.l°31 Near the central part BOOK II. 

'" two ' .islands, upon each o~hich stands a superb building, wiftt an CHA.;:;VIII. 

jncredible numb.er of apartments flld separate pa,vilions.1038 'Yhen the !i .. rf " 

inhabitants of the city have oIcasion to celehrate a wed.g or t4give 
a. Bumptllous entertainment, they resort to one of these 'ftands, where 
they find ready for their purpose every al"ticle that can be required, 
such as vessels, napkins, table-linen, and the like, which arc provided 
and kept there at the common expenee of the citizens, by whom also 
the buildings were erected. It may happen that at one time there are 
30 hundred parties assembled there, at wedding or other feasts, all of 
whom, notwithstanding, are accommodated. with separate rooms or 
pavilions. so ju~ciously arranged that they do nol interfere with oq 
incommode each other. In addition to this,4\ there are upon th~ lake 
a great numhe,r pf pleasure~vessels or barges, calculated for holding teD, 

fifieen, to twelJ person!!, being from fifteen to twenty paces in length, 
Wth a wide and Rat Rooring, and are 1I0t liable tqJleel to eithcr sidji in 
passing through the water. Such persons as take'1e1ight in the ao1lse. 
ment, and mean .enjoy it. either in the company of their women or 
that of their male companions. engage one of these barges. which are 
iiwBl's kept in the nicest order. with p" seats and tables, together 
with !lery otht!!, kiml of furniture necessary for giving an entertain. 
ment. "The cabins have a fiat roof' or upper deck, where the boatmen 
take their place. and by mea.ns of long poles. which they thmst to' the 
bottom of the lake (not more than oue or two fathoms in depth) they 
"hove the barges along, until they reach the intended spot. These 
cabins arc painted within.side, of various colours and with a variety of 
figures: all parts of the vessel arc likewise adorned with painting.lo3!1 

There are windows on each side, which may either be kept shut, or 
I)pelled to give an opportunity to the company, as they sit at table, of 
tooking out in every direction and ~ their eye. th~ety and 
beauty of' the scenes as they pass t':- And truIJ the.atific" 
a.lforded in thi!' manner, upon the water, exceeds any that can be de. 
rived from the amusements on the land; for as the. extends the 
whole length of the city, on one side, you have a vie~ as you stand 
in the boat, at a certain distauce4llPn the shore, ~f all its grandeur 
and beauty, its palaces, temples".convents. and ~ns, with tr~es of 

. ilie 
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BOOK tt. the largest sIze growing down to the water's ed~, whilst at the same 
CH .... P.LXVIll . tim~ }'OU enjoy the sight of other boatfifof the same description, ~~ 

8m. V tinllally passing you, filled in like ,aoner with parties in pursuit 'of 
amUl.ment • • In fact, the inhabitants 'M' this place, as soon as the 
labours of ~ day have ceased, or their mercantile transactions are 
closed, think of nothing else than of pMiing the remaining hours in 
parties of pleasure, with their wive9 or tbeir mistresses, either Ifl these 
barges, or, about the city in carriages; of which it will here be proper 
to give some account, as oonstituting one of the amusements of these 
people. 

It must be observed in the 6rst place, that the streets of Kin.sa; are 
a1l paved with stones and- brieks,lo.o and so likewise are all the principal 
roads extending from thence through the province of Man)i, by meam. 
of which passengers can travel to every part without Aing their feet j 

bU\8S the couriers ~is majesty who go Of] horseback, with great speed, 
cannot make use of \he pavement, a part of the road, on onc side, i! 
on their account left unpaved. INl The main stt4at. of the city, 01 
which we have before spoken, as leading from one extremity to thE 
other, is paved with stone • ..brick to the width of ten paccs on. each 
side, the intermediate part being titled up with small graH'J, ~d pro· 
vided with arched drains for carrying off the rain Wale,' that t~ into 
the neighbouring canals; so that It remains always dry. On this gravel 
it itl that the cun·jages are continually passing and rcpasKing. They are 
of a long shape, covered at top, have curtains and cw,hions of silk, and 
are capable of holding six persons. Both men and women who fceJ dis
posed to take their plea8ure, are in the daily practice of hiring them 
for that purpose; Ilnd accordingly at every hour you may I'ee vast 
Dumben of them driven along the middle plirt of the street.1042 Same 
of tb~ee. visit cert~ens, whel'e the company are intro
cIIIhed byase do have t.he maRgement of the place, to shady recesses 
contrived by the gardeoefl!l tor that purpose; and here the men indulge 
themselves al!My in the society of their women; returning home, 
when it becom'IJ'late, in the manner they cam .. 

NOTES. 
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NOTES, 

1037. " LI.'I bards du lac" A,. dt Halde " lIont ornea de tempi., de 'BOOK II. 
"grdllds mOIllI!;tCrf'l'l de bonzeB, et cl'll~);<'zjolit>f; maison!;." P. 176.. " Tbe lake" -
• 8, , "" d be .. I ~ CIIM',LXVIII. ti ys '- <11111 (>11 ornl!' il 'Huhlu !oIhccl or wliter, about three 01" four miles in . 

" d' .~",·I. V. 
InnU"If'r, Rnd 8urroulldt>d, to Ih~ nflrth , ('"~t. 811d Mouth, by 1111 amphitheatre NOIC'. 

U of mountamll, betwt>en the hue of which and the margin of the luk(·, the 
" nnrro", tlhp of len·1 ground W8M I"ul Ollt in 1I. pleasing IIly ll' '1I11I1hl ... to the 

"»ituutioll . II wa !ol oTllanwnled wllh hOllsE's aud gardulIlI of Dliolndarinl''''. a,; w('11 

" all II pllhlC(, hclon;.:-iug \0 the f'mpf'l"or, togl'lilel' with telllpll''i, llIuuiI"h'ries for 

" the /t",llIIunlf or prlt'~t .. of 1'0, and a numher of li!,\'hl and liwcifui ti lOIlC bridges 
" that arc thrown at·ro .. " th€' arUls of the> IDkf'~ .. UpOIl the "IHllmi! Illw wer€' 

" ert'clecl pll~()clus, 00(' ti l which altnlcll'd purticulur aU('nhon. " P.444. 

IO~. H ,\ II milie.u du lac .. ont deux pt'tit(,H isles, ou I'on M' rend d'ordinaire, 
" apr~~ HYoir flri~ .plai!'.ir d", Iii prolllt'Hull{' ~ur d('1i harq,wt.." DII Hallie, p, 176, 
H Lor,.,qllt' tOllt y t~fatl bit'li 1'llln'lt'tlU" oh!!t'rYt'~ \' lUI BrliMl "ce .. tit· lI\. uevII.t..nt 
I ' . ~ 

" oft""r, IIllII" (,. bellI' .,abon, IJllI ' l'~pe .. 1' de parath,. t('frcMlrt', UII '''-Iyle 00. tout 

" " dl'v"it "ppe lf'r Ie pl., et hi Ill' n ~ lIalit ~. C'e:ot nvec jUHtice, (Iue ce lac ct ses 
" ('nvirom, 1>0llt au<;~i r~nommcB dun~ tout I'cmpirc Chinoi ~ ." T. ii , p. 155. 

'<is, 
1039, " Navin'~" ~!I)'!I P. Martini" qu'on ·w rroit uppell('r avec raison des 

" palai ... d(lrc~, par('t' (IU'ils SOlit pciub ,il' dIY"'r8e~ couleurli, et que tout y briJJc 
" tlu plu~n ct flu Hll'llI eur or: d .. ROI'lt:' flue c'e;;t lit. ou In IUlI.gnifil"'lIce et I .. 

" pompt' dto;, le,.,t in", d" R spcctucl('~, tot dNl jeux cclntent tou!> les jours. Cell 
•. C hin" i" lit, /lllll,t;-cheu, (lui 100nt autau! d'('~clayt'!> dt> la Yoiuptc, y tWll\ e nt e n 
U tlbondan('f' lout ('(' <iu'il ~ pcuvl'nt sou hailt>r." P. 141. "Vu .. l 1HIIIIlwrs of 

.. bargf''' " "UJ!; Barrow, .,pea king of the ~ame lul.,' " were !ia iling to Dud fro, 
" all gaily .It','orutt'd with paint and gildlllg nnd htreaming colours ; the purties 
" within them nplHII"'lltly all in pur~uit nf plt'8!;UrC," P . 52!4. 

1040. " L('~ rues" Van Braam rcmarks " lie sont pa~ fort large!!, maill e~s 

" 60nt hi<>n paYees avec de grand8 pi(,lTCII ., taille." P. 14&:li"" T~ee." 
saya Staunton ,l arc narrow. They are paM with hlrltc slIlooth a.:~ jD. f.be" 
" middle, and with anlull stoneR on each si.de." p , 439. When il w:ls IH~ilaperial 
(;ity (as obsef\.etl ill Not .. 1007) the streets were prohnbly widcrl!.~all they are 

now fouod to bC', alter all the change!; incitlent to a IlIpl'j~ (If li ... (' ~urit>lI . 

104:1. " Aprea eire rcntres dans 1108 p&quins" says O~ Guig~es Ie 'n0118 

u contin.~i\m:ee noire rouie. Le chemin -t en bon etat et pHc; II regne au 
" milieu 
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BOOK II. "milieu un cordon form~ par de grendes pierreA, et tlur l~ bord. un autre plu~ 
" petit d'environ six pouces de htrgeur; .. intervlllJn 80nt cailloutes:' T . ii, 

CHAP.LXVIII. p.75. 10 aoother place, speaking of tbe roads in general through t:biDafbe 
-~ . ..• sa~a: " Ccu~ qui aVOUUllcnt la ville de onr4chcou1ou, ct Ie lec SY'hou, dans 
NOIC8. 

" Ie 1'c~kian.g,sont paves." ]J,216 . 
• 

1042. The cartiages which stand ror hire in the slreets of Peking are of Q 

smaller size than these dellCribed by OUr author, but in other re9pecta the con· 
8trudion is the same. "Cell voiturea" &8ys De Guignes " dORl 011 trouve a 
II Peking une grande quantile a Jouer, rcssemblent a des palanquinll ordinaires, 
" mais d'une forme plull alongecj clles sont rondes ell dcssul>, doubleeh ell dehor!! 
" et en dedans de gros drap bleu, et garnics de cou811ins noirs. Pluhil'urb de ces 
" voiture~ sont ferlllces en llvuut, avec une porte sur Ie elite; mois gcneruiement 
" elles 80nt ouvertes; iI y a en outre de chaque cllte dpux. petits carreaux. pour 
U voir ce que Sf' pa!lsc : Ie cucher est IlIiSib it I'entree de la voiturf' et dirige Ie 
" chenJ, 'lui CIIt toujour<! seu\." T. i, p. 872. See plAte 41, of those annexed to 
M. De Guignell' work, where it will be observed that the catkages nearl) re8em
t¥ what we term in ~la.nd ~ tilted cart. As tbe lt~bil$ of the IlIl~lCnt Chines.e~ 
eapital were much more luxuriOus than those of Pf'klOg under the rartar dom,. 
nion, at any period, we may conclude that tbe vebideli .. the lormcr were titted 
up with more attention to ea!:le and convenience, lUI well as with more hplclldour, 

than tbe clumsy machinf's abov,~escrjbed. Staunton indeed, bpeak" of" cushions 
" stuffed witb cotton, and c6itted with !\ilk, to sit upon," in the wnggom of 
Hang-chm-Ju. P. 447. 

SECTION VI. 

Sut. VI. It is the custom of the people of Kin~sai, upon the birth of a. child, 
for the parents to make a note, immediately, of the day, hour and 
minute at which the delivery took place. They then inquire of an aatroi under what sign .or aspect of the heavells, the child was 
bom . d b~swer IS like. commltted carefully to wnting. When 

',ther ,he JS grown up, aft! is about to engage in any mercantile 
adventure, voyage, or treaty of marriage, this document is carried to 
hte astrol., who having examined it, and weighed all the circum. 
stances, prolDuncea certain oracular worda, in which these people, who 
sometimes ~em juatified .e event, place great confidence. Of 
these astro . or rather DlI$icians, great numbers are to be met 

with 
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with in every market-place, lind no marriage is ever celebrated until BOOK U. 
ap opinion has been pronounced upon it by one of that profession.l043 CHAP.LXVIII 

lL is also their custom, upon the death of any gn~at and rich person. 
age, to observe the following ceremonies. The relations, male and 
female, clothe themselves in coarse dresses, and accompany the body to 
the place appointed for burning it. The procession is likewise attended 
by performers on various musical instruments, which are sounded as it 
moves along, and prayers to their idols are chaunted in a loud voice. 
Wh(>n arrived at the spot they throw into the flame many pieces of cot .. 
ton-paper, upon which arc painted representations of male and female 
servants, horses. camel~. silk wrought with gold, as well as of gold 
and silvcr money. This is done in consequence of their belief that the 
deceased will possess in the other world all these conveniences, the 
formcr in their f!'atural state of tI.~h and bones, together with the mo
ney and the silks. As 800n as the pile has been ecRl~umed. they sound 
all the instruments of music at thc same time, producing a loud and 
long continued noise; and they imagine that by these ceremonies their 
idols are inducc-d to receive the soul of the mnn whose corpse has been 
reduced to asbc". in order to its being regenerated in the other world, 
anll entering again into life.1 ou 

NOTES. 

1043. Repeated notice hall already been taken of the degree to which the 
eastern people are addicted to 88trology. "Les Chinois" observCl De Guigne. 
" croit'nt aut. jours ht'ureux et malllt!urcux. Le gouvcrncmellt public tOUIL lell 
If ans un almamach, daus lcquel Ie'! momens favorableb sont indiquea." T. ii, 
p.358. "On y me Ie QUllli" 8o.~ 8 P. J..e Comic II diver8 pobIb de l'i;etroloci~ 
" judiciairt' que l'ignorance ella 1I1IpentitioD oot invente, toucbant lei jeurs bn.. 
" reux et tnalbeureux, et leg temps proprcs aux mariage3, aux bitimens, au 
II eommencement dt'M voyages." T. ii, p.76. 

1()44.. The readpr is I'crerred to Notes 905 and 968, for a disculision of the diS .. 
cultieH attending tbi. uniform .lIertion or fur autbor rea~g the practice of 
bl1l'1llol.. eorptee in Cbia.. In the foUo"i • . panage from 0. Ouigoee he will 
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find a oontirmation of many partieulars of the funeral ceremony detailed in the 
ted, and also a 8tron~ alhtoriGIl tt) thoce circum"tances which mi~ht be regarded as 
the most doubtful. "Le jour de funi!rai.ij,es " 811)'11 this traveller" les parens et 
" , les amiIJ a.e rasBelDblent pour accompagner 1(' corpll j la marcha elot onvt'rte par 
" dE's ~.m.it'!icQS; riennent CIl 'l tJlte pluqieurN perqonllcs, portll.ut diftereutcH ti~ure8 
" d'(luimaux, Ie .. marque" de (hgnit{- du mort, &c. kl; OOIlZCS prcCCUl'lIt Ie ecr
" cueil, (lui c~t cleve "ur un brancard porte par UIII.' vlIIgtaillc d'hoffillle .. , at sur
" monte qUl'lqul'foiQ Ii'un baldaquin. I,!' 61s Dlnt~ vient immediatcmenl apres, 

" suivi de ses frereg; il est couvert d'un ~ac de gro""se toile, avec un honnet de la 
" \U~me etoffe; &uivellt Iell kmis ct les dorne~tique8, et plus loin tell ff'mmcs, it 
" pied 011 ,en palanquins, JlIlbiJIees de In mcmc Hoffe qUE' les hornmc!!- ; eUell 
" poussent d(' gcmislwruenll ot dE" cris et verj,eut des pletJt!;, eo s'mterrompant 
" pDr intcrvalle~. pour r~commen('('r eOSUlle toutes en meme temps." II Lor~ue 
" Ie cercucil ('lit elltll~r('ment recouvert dc tern', IC8 Chinois font de libations, &c. 
" lls brtiicllt de~ rapiers dorc~, aiu~j que des ehevuux, des habib ot de'! hommes, 
" II· tout en pUl'icr, dans In fcrme pel!iuasion que ces offrandep. faite .. aux morts, • 
" les accomra~lIel1t dans l'autre monde." "Il e'lt difficile de dire II i 1(''1 anciens 
" Chinois 'if' .,on t hol"ftll a br61('r des hablt~ (>t des hommcll de papier, ('t si cette 
" coul\l.mC' U'E'st pa~ III. rl~pr~ntation d'un Bneien usage barbara qui a existc cb4z 
" beau-cpup de peuples de I'"ntiquitf, et qui se pratiqaeit encore, II n') a Pils 
H lopg-Jemps, chez le8 Tartareb Mantchoux, sctuellement maitre.!! dt, la Chine . 
.. L'<;mpcrcur Ckun~chy, dont ~ regne tinit t'u 1661, ol"donlJa, A In mort d'une 
" de!ie'l femme .. , que 1'011 iUlmol:'it trC'lIte pcr[o.onlle~ nux mancs d(, ceUe princessc, 
" ct que 80n corp'! fCi.t depose dalls UII ce.-cuell pri'cieux, et bnlU avec unc pro
" digiewre quantite d'or, d'argent, dt' soil'rie!> el de meubles. A la mort de Ja 
" mere de Ka,.g.ft!J (en 1718), (Iuatre jeune .. tilleR vouillrent R'imrnolcr sur In 
U toruue de leur ruaitre8lfe j mailf l'empereur ne voulut pas Ie permdtre et de
n fE'ndlt de brliler desormais dee ctoifeFl, dee meubi(''l ou des cRclaves." T. ii, p. 
302-304. These instances prove that thpir ('eremonit's wilh respect to the dead 
have undergone changes; and the presumption ie 8trong, that, at un earlier retiod, 
wben the custom of burning slavell, in order to accompany and attend upon their 
deceased [billiter, was ptevnlent~ the bodies were aU consumed at th(' same time, 
if not IIJ.OD the aarne pile. The doctrine of successive regeneration appears to 
Jtav~ ~i~ from India, afoil( with the religion of Buddha. "Proche de 18 
« ei~ 'It '1l:itmg" sayll Martini, apeaking of places dependent on Siang-yang 
" eat 1a grande montagne de Vft4ang •• • II Y a plU8ieuMl temples maguifiquea,avee 
" des couv • ..de aacri6eateul'fI (bonia); car c'est Ill. que It'll autres s8erificaleurs 
" de )a ChiDe-'Prennent leurs ceremonieg: ceUJ:, die-jc, qui suiYent III. doctrine 
"'ae. 'idol~ III plUl subfUe, e,t e~ 111. meU~mpsyC8se ou Ie pusage des ames, 
" eI1Eetutaot pat.ne eepiration lIISiaie de l'ame d'avee Ie eorp8~ cleat pourquoi 
u 'U. -ioftt toI8joutC:iaM 1. 'tbhtemplfllion: ecux qui er~t Ie' 8ens Jitt~l de' la 

" m6teiJpaycoae 
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BOOK II. " metempsycose et Ie paslage de I'ame d'un animal dans Ie corpi d'ua autre, 
" rttfiOivent leur ordre at institution de la montagne de Titn-lai danlla province 
" d rtL I. ' .\ d 1 CHAP,LXVIII. e (.;ne"'ang, Ou. emeurent e8 principaux sacrificateur8 de leur leete," P. 93. 

SUI. VI. 

Nol~. 

SECTION Vll. 

IN every street of this city there are stone buildings or towers, to Sect. VII . 

which, in case of' a fire breaking out in any quarter (an accident by no 
means unusual, as the houses are mostly constructed of wood) the in
habitants may remove their effects for security.I04!> By a regulation 
which his majesty has established, there is a guard of ten watchmen 
stationed, under cover, upon all the principal bridges; of whom five 
do duty by day, and five by night. Each of these guard.rooms is pro.-
vided with a sonorous wooden instrument as well as one of metal, to. 
gethcr with a clepsydra (Iwriuolo) by means of which latter, the hOUTS 

. of the day and night are ascertaincd.1046 As soon as the first hour of 
the night is expired, one of the watchmen gives a single stroke upon 
the wooden instrument, and also upon the metal gong (haeino) which 
announces to the people of the neighbouring streets that it is the first 
hour.HI41 At the expiration of the second, two strokes are given; and 
so on progressively, increasing the number of strokes as the hours ad· 
vance.10411 The guard is not allowed to sleep, and must be always on 
the alert. In the morning, as soon as the sun begins to appear, a single 
stroke is again struck, as in the evening; and so onwards, from hour to 
hour. Some of these watchmen patrol the streets, to observe whether 
any person has a light Of firc burning after the hour appointed for ex· 
tinguishing them. Upon making thc discovery, they affix a mark to the 
door, and in the morning the owner of the house is taken before the 
magistrates, by whom, if he cannot assign a legitimate excuse for his 
offence, he is condemned to punishment. Should they find any person 
abroad at an unseasonable hour, they arrest and confine him, and in the 
morning he is carried before the same tribuna1. 1049 If in the course of 
the day they notice any person who from lameness or other infirmity is 
unable to work, they place him in one· of the hospitals of which there 
Are aeveral in every part of the city, ~o'.lDded by the ancient kings, and 

3 Y t liberally 
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BOOK n. liberally endowed. When cured. he is obliged to work at some trade.l~ 
- Immediately upon the appearance of fi re breaking out in a house, they 

CHAP.LXVIII. 
Sut. VII. give the alarm by beating on the wooden machine, when the watchmen 

from all the bridges within a certain distance, assemble to extingujsh it, 
as well as to save the effects of the merchants and others, by removing 
them to the stone towers that have been mentioned. The goods are 
also sometimes put into boats, and conveyed to the islands in the lake. 
Even on Ruch occasions the inhabitants dare not stir out of theil' houses, 
when the fire happens in the njght~timeJ and only those can be present 
whose goods are actually removing,I 051 together with the guard collected 
to assist. which seldom amounts to a smaller number than from one to 
two thousand men. In cases also of tumult or insurrection amongst the 
citizens, the services of this police guard are necl'ssary; but independ
endy of them. his majesty always keeps on foot a large body of troops, 
both infantry and cavalry, in the city and its vicinity; the command of 
which he gives to his ablest officers, and those in whom he can place 
the greatest confidence, on account of the extreme importance of this 
province, and especially its noble capital, which surpasses in grandeur 
and wealth every other city in the world. For the purposes of nightly 
watch, there are mounds of earth thrown up, at the distance of abo\'e 
a mile from each other.l0~2 on the top of which a wooden frame is con
structed, with a sounding board. which being struck with a malJet by 
the guard stationed there. the noise is heard to a great distance. If 
precautiolls of this nature were not tuken. upon occasions of fire, there 
would be danger of half the city being consnmed; and their use is 
obvious also in the event of popular commotion. as, upon the signal 
being given, the guards at the several bridges arm themselves. and re
pair to the spot where their presence is required. 

NOTES. 

'. 
J045. it doea.not appear that this precllution against (be effects of conflagration, 

in towns built of wood or canes, js noticed in tbe journals of our modern embaa
~et. With tbe diferonce only of tb& brick receptacles being in tbe houlJes of the 
illdividualw) inllleai of the pubJic stnet, I hove bad the ~unity of teemr it 

employed 
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employed in 8 Chihf!8C colony. The A rabinn Travellers remark "qu'ds metteDt BOO,l.;lI. 
" tout ee qu'ils ant dans des eail'sC!I montCell t;ur des rouet;; et 10" que Ie feu 
" prend CII quclque (·ndroit, illl tircnt ecs eni!l~{,H dt.,hor!l," Ane. lte lnt. P.59. (,HAJ>.LXVIII. 

J04 6. "en y voil " RaYIi P. Martini " 1111 h(ll"ologc ren;rli d'{,8U, qUi marque 
" lell hcures: COlr qUBnd l'eau eoulc et tOlllbe d'lIn "all;~eall dans I'uutre, cUe 

"'" cleve em mesme (terns) une tablettc el escriteau (lui marque les h(>ur{'~." P. 17: 
" Dans l'enceinte de]8 ville de Rangc!/(:u ily Ii line montagne (mound of earth) 
" Hommee Chingfuxmg, au midi de la ville, OU I'on "oit ccUe tour, oitles heures 
" Re IlIBrquent pBr Ie moyen d'une clepsydre au horologe a l'eau." P. 13M. 

1017. " Lei; Iloldats" IIllyS Dc Guignc8 "marquent IC B veillCfl de la nuit en 
U frappant !lur une doche ou ~ur un tambour." T. iii , p . 105. The nature of the 

instrulII(,nt railed n gong by Europeans (from the Malayan word g6ng tlJ and by 

the Chinc~(', l u, i ~ 1<10 well known to require description. With re~pect to tlac 
sound ing hoard, itli priuciplc or construct ion hat; not heen satiitfactorily explained. 
" Two piecell of wood " Rayll Staunton ., IItrllck against each otllt·r, and producing 
" a sound like that of a great mUle, serve to gIve uutire (rom nuthority, on mOBt 
" occasion~, (' ~pecill ily among the troop"." P. IS. De Guignes, speaking of the 
same kind of machine, lIays, U Vn soldat frappe lIur un instrument lait e n forme 
II de poisson de hois." T. ii, p. 218; lind IIgain; " IIII ont aussi dell cJmbalfOs et 
,( des in;;trllmenfi enticrt'"ment de bois; tl'l cst Ie poisson de bois ereux dont 1('''\ 
H Boldats St! ser\'('lIt dUll it Ie Kiflng-nan. Ce pOil'l50n a deux picd~ ct demi de long 
" sur six pOlices de diamctre." r. jIg. The~e wooden instruments, although 
pcrhll(l" not in the form of a fi~h, appear to have heen ill use in the time of the 
Arabian Travellers, who ~n.y " lis sont preccdcli par cJ t:ll ltolllllJe.~ qui portent des 
" morCl'a UX dt'" hoi~, Bem blables Ii c('ux dont Ie!! Chrestiens de I..eYllnt ~e serv('lIt 
" uu lieu de cloches. Le bruit qu'il~ font s'entend de fort loin." 1).60. 

1048. " On t1iRtingue ordinairemcnt " liays Lc Comte " cinq (veilles de la nuit) 
U qui ('ommencent a s('pt ou huit hcul'e8 du soir. Au commetlCl'ment de In pre
" miere all frllppe un Beul coup, un moment aprell on redouble encore, ce -lu'on 
" repcte eontinuellemellt durant deux heurc~, jusqu'a In tleconde vC'iIl('. Car 
(I shlrs on frappe deux COUP!!, et on continut' toojours a frapper jlllKJu'l\ la troi • 
• c sieme veilll', &c .•• augmentunt Ie 1I0mbre des coups, it rut'sure qu'on passe d' une 
" veille it I'autre, de sorte que ce !mnt autant d'horlogell a repetition, qui font 
U connoistre u. tout moment queUe heure il CIIt. On sert encore pour marquer l~ 
" WE'Ilmel' veilll'§ d'un tRmbour, d'une grandeur extraordinaire, su r lequel 011 

" frappe tOlltt! In lIuit scIOli les mesme8 proportions." T. i, p. 127. This con
tinued repetition or the strokes, during the intervals of the several wateh('.'J 
(similar to calling the bours in the streets of our own metropolis) is not stated ill 
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BOOK II. the text. The practice Illay have undergone a. change; but it eeems more likely 
-- trat our author's word, may have been miRunrlerstood by th08e who, being accus· 

OH
S
APLXvV"III. tomed to the mechanical striking of a towu,<lock, hovt' brought his meaning to ,eI. . 

No ... 
tbat standard. It is ... emarkable at the liUDIC time that what P. Le Comtc bllll 1,0 

diatinctiy e:lplained is not adverted to ill thejournuls of the late embAeie§. H La 
" premiere veille" says Dc GuigncI " lI'aouooee par un coup de tambour; la 
* troisieme, par trois coups, et ainsi de !luita." T. ii, p.426. 

1049. II D'espace en c"pace, il y a dCIi scntmelle8 qui ari'!tcnt ceOl: qui De 

" .ernient pall retires dans leurs maisons .. . CeUe loy est si bien obsen-eo qu';) 
" n'y II point d'honnl!teR gens <lui se trouvcnt pt'miant la nllit nans!C!I ru,,!>: ai par 
U hazard Oil tmuve quclqu' un, on Ie rcgarde, ou commc de la plus vile populace, 
u 01.1 commf' un voleur, et on I'arr~te." Ou Halde, T. ii, p.50. "Une des 
" ordonnanccs de la police Chinoise" !>ayM De GllignCli " dMend a loute pcrsonlJe 
" quelconque de aortir Ie lIoir lIans lumit~re ." '1'. iii, p. 104. 

1050. In the modern det.criptiolls of China we do lIot obllcrvc nny mention of 
bospitals of this klDd; but it will he allowE'd that a regulation &0 wille and just is 
more likE'ly to have been a part of the nelllni lIystem of polLec in a great nation, 
than merely tbe speculative idca of all European writf'r of the thirteenth century. 
Every thing indeed shews that since the expulsion of the nutiv" dynallty of the 
Ming, by the present race of Ealltern Tartars all public cstubiillhments have been 
in a state of decay; aud it rcquire~ 110 cxtraordinary forcsigbt to predict, that the 
ChiDBfIe will, before long, attempt to renovate their empire by another revolution. 

1051. U Le mesme homme " continues P. Martini (, prend garde AU feu, et 
" comme il regardt> toute III ville de fort hllut, si If' feu vient .. se meUre daWl 
" quelque maiilOu, il bat Ie tambour," P.17. But IlOwcver prudent and effica
~OU8 may be the precautions of the Chinese Q~ainllt thf' hrclI.lulig out of firca, it 
lOOms to be agreed that their exertions to atop tbe- progress of thE' Humps, are ill· 
directed and seldom attended with succesa. "Si c'est dans III ville " Sliy' De 
Guignes U que Ie feu prelld, 1& mil6allcc des mandarins )'cmportc Bur 1(> danger; 
" illI o'appellent aucun secourll, et I'illcendie ne eetSequ'avec la de!ltruction totale 
" des maisoos." T. iii, p. 104. This remark may perhaps apply more particularly 
to the city of Canton, where tbejt>alou.y of European interferenoo i. eXcellive. 

1051. Be_petting theae mounds see Note 1012. 

SECTION 
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SECTION VIII. 

WHEN the Grand khan reduced to his . obedience the province of BOOKlJ. 
MarYi, wlWch until that time llad been one kingdum he thought proper 

d· . I ... 10'3 • CHA I'.I.XVIIJ. 
to IVI( C It lUto nme parts, ~ over each of which he appointed a kimr 
~ ~ Sur. vm, 
or viceroy, who should act liS supr('me governor of tltat division, and 
administer justice to the peppiC.t°:,4 These make a yearly report to 
commissioners acting for his majesty, of the amount of the revenue, 
as well as of every other matter pertuillina to their jurisdiction. Upon 
the third yeaI' they are changed, as are all other public officers.I{l,~:, One 
of these nine viceroys reside!> and hold'! his ("omt in the city of Kin.sm. 
and has authority over more than an hundred and forty cities and towns. 
alilarg-t' and fi cb.l°!.r. Nor is this number to oe wondered at, consider. 
ing that in the whole of thl' province of Mallji there a!T no fewer than 
twch'c hUll (Ired, containing a I.ll"ge population of indu"lrious and wealthy 
inhabitallts. i057 In each of these, 3ccording to its size and otbcr cir. 
cumstancc!>, his majesty keeps a garrison, consisting. in some places, of 
a thou~aml, in otlH'I"S of t ('11 01' twenty thOHS3111t IIlt'n. 3C'l:ordingiy as 

he jUtl~l'" the city to be, in its own population, more Of less powerf'ul,l068 
It is not to be understood that all these troops arc Tartars. Oil' "the 
contrary they arc (,hicfly natives of the province of Kalaia l O"!' The 
Tartars arc universally hor~elU ctl. and cavalry cannot be quartered 
about those cities which stano ill the low, marlihy parts of the province, 
but only in firm. dry situations, where such troop! can bt! properly 
exerciscd,106O To the former he sends Kataiaos, and !>luch men of the' 

province of J\'lmyi as appear to have a military turn; for it is ' his 
practice to make all annual selection amongst all his subjects, of such 
as are !Jest qualifi{'d to beat" arms; anu these be enroll~ to serve in his 
numerous garrisons, that lllay be considered as so Illany armies. ~~t 
the sotdiers drawn from the province of Jlanji he does not employ in 
the duty of their nalive cities, 011 the C'ontrary. he marches them to 
other!! at the distance of perhaps twenty days Journey, where they a.re 
continued for f(Hlr or five years, at the C1tpiration ' of ... hich t~Uare 
allowed to return to their homes, and othets are sent to" replace 
them. This regulation applies equally to the Kataians,1061 The- greater 

part 
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BOOK II. part of the revenues of the cities, paid into the treasury of the Grand 
- n khan, is appropriated to the maintenance of these garrisons.1062 When 

CHAP.LXVI • • . "'. 
it hapnions that a city is in a state of rebellion (and It 19 not an un com· &«1. VlII. 1'''' 

mon occurrence ft)r these people, actuated by some sudden e~peration, 
or when intoxicated, to murder theirlOgovernoI'l), a part of rf.e garrison 
of a neighbouring city is immediately dispatched with orders to destr'W 
the place where such guilty excesses h~vei>een committe&+; 11163 whereas 
it would be a tedious operation to send a. army from another province. 
that might be two months on its march. For such purposes the city of 
Kin-sa; constantly supports .. garrison of thirty thousand soldiers; 3nd 
the smallest number stationed at any place is one thousand. I064 

NOTES. 

10M. There is reason to believe tbat the boundaries of tbe several provincel 
were not, in former timet, exactly the same alll we find them at prc'Ient. G('neralJy, 
however, these nine parts into whicb Manji, or 80uthern Chino, W;I. .. tlivided, 
ma, be considered as the provinces of Kiang·nan, Kiang.."i, rh,...kiang, Fo-ki~n, 
llUlln-long, Kuang.j;, K«i-cI/{:rJ , Ifu.}.:uang, and Ilo-rlfm. KatuiY or /(htJIa'i 
appP.8ra to have consifl ted of P c·-cht'-/i, S/lfItHung. Shan.,ti, allil the caillern 
part of Shen-.ti. The rt·nlaining provinCtlll of the fift eell, nam ely S~-chut'll and 
1'1I1H'UJn, at well as the western portion of Sh~'N;, had been hut imperfectly llIub. 
dued b, the Chinese emperors, and llcern not to have belonged, in our author's 
time, to either of the two grand divieions. 

10M. The great officer or mandarin here styled a king (rt), or, more proper)y, 
viceroy, is b, the Chinete termed Ilong-tu j of whom there are eleven throughout 
the empire; some of them having jurisdiction over more than one province. The 
proper governor of eaeh province is named fu·yutn, whom tbe missionaries fre.. 
queotly ttyle the viceroy, although aYowedly lIubordinate to the former. 

1055. U Lei mandarins" says De GuigOe8 u lont cbanges tous les troil ans." 
T. i.i, p. 4:55. "De troil en troilll ani" 1Nl)'l Du Halde 41 OD fait une revue 
u.4iIII'taJe de tou, lee mandarin. de l'empire." T. ii, p. 39. "Le8 troj, anneea 
" . '.,0 employ estaot aehevees " 8&,' P. MagalhaDeJ " il fut 6Jeve' 1. charge 
Ie de mandarin d'UDS 'rille du premier ordre." P. 250. 

1056. Tlri. 
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1066. This number much exceeds ,..hat ;11 allotted to the jurisdiction of any of BOOk 1[. 

tbe gn'at citiell at the present day ; but it must be'considered that Hong.<:heu:fU had -
tben recent!} b(>1In the capltlll of thf' proper Cbinesc empire, and ita DIjInicipal ~AP.LX.vIll , 
. 0 . I Sect. VlII. 
m ucnce mIg It lIot have been brought dow" to. tbe level Jlf otber provincial 
c.ij:iC!I • 

.. 1057. According to Du EIalde'lI Jist,the nine provillces of the lIout~a!tern part 
of China, ('nulntrated in Note U •• contain 101 tilleR of the first class, 84 of the 
Hooond, and b25 of the third, mailing together 810 citiell; independently of any 
portioll'! of Yun·nun or ,se-cllUen thai might then have belonged to the kingdom of 
Manji. ThiH, it will he IIcen, doeg not fa.ll very far short of our author's state
mellt, who might, b('sides, hue in1ended to include 'lome populous lowns of .the 
fourth order. With rrspf'ct to those of the third, Ou Halde observes : "Quand 
I' on parlt· dc hien ou d\lr dll troi~icme ordre, it ne faut pitS s'imaginer que ce 
" 11011 un d;<;trict de Pf'u d'{>lendue: il y a tel Men qui aCID, 70, et meme 80 
" licnel dt, rircuil, et que payc it. l'empereur plullieuf!J millioll!l de tribnt." T. i, 
p.2. P. Lc Compte makes thE' number of cities more considerable than Du 
Hald{': (0 On les divise ordlllairement " hE' observes '{ en trois ordres. Dans Ie 
" prf'mil'r, il'J ell a plu~ de WO; dans Ie !lecond 270, et dam Ie troisieme, pres 
" de 1900; "m.ns compter 800 Qutros vill('!1 murecs qu'on met hors de rang, quoy 
u qu'elle~ SOlent presque toutes f"rt ptluplecs et qu'on y fll58C un grand commerce." 
T. i, p. llS. Thi!! seemA to exceed also the enumeration of our author ; but it 
must be recollected that (he l.liter "peaks of Manji only, which excludes the three 
northern provinces of China. 

1058. " On compte" lIays the same writer" plus de dill·huit mille mandarins 
" de gUf'rre (military officers of a certain rank) et plus de sept cens mille aoldata 
" repandus dans toutCR leK provinces." Of these, a great proportion mUAt be 
regartit'd in the light of militia or landwehr .. but whatever their numbers may 
hue been in the last or the precedillg cf'ntury, it is obvious that in the reign or 
Kublui, by whom the whole country wa~ Ilubdued aad held in obedience by foree 
of arms, the number of troops must have been prodigiously greater. 

1059. "Lea trois provinces septentrionalev donnent benucoup de soldata pour Ie 

" aervice de l'empereur." P.44. 

1060. Our author's pE'rfect acquaintance with the local circumlltanc:ea of this 
part of China ita evinced by the obeE'rvation in the text. A country intenee.teet. 
cabals. and cau&ewaya over marshes, is obviously un6t (or the operatioaiilbr 

.... Iry. 

3Z 1061. H .... 
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BOOK II. 1061. lIero we find a IItriking in.tance of a departure, in tbe modern military 
CHA~VU' iIMtitution8 of thelle people, from the lIyllem of Kub"", wbich W'IUI founded on ~ 

.h~;. VIII .• more t,J<tcDsive experience ill the art of di&<:iplining armies, a~ a deeper koow-
Nlllc. , ledge of maDki.ud •• " Cumme I. Chine jOllit ~'une pais profonde, I'ctat de .mdt, 

" dans ce pa.ys" De Guigne~~obsenetl" ~xpose it peu de danger., it est r+e 
u lueratif, et par consequent recberche. Les soldlls sont enr8ics dans le8 pro
" "iDees ou ilB 80nt nu., etaUacMs au,l: cOf~lquj y resident. Ces ,corps nechanp't 
U jamais de g.enison: )e gouurnemenl penl!l que l'oftieier ejII(e 80ldat vi.,.nt 
" aiDSi aupres.de leurs ra .. illelk, et De lesper4aol point d ... "uc, eombattroot 8Vt>C 

" plus de courage pour Jell defeudre, IIi J'ocu!ioll s'en prcscn.te." T. iii, p. Jb. 
See alto Du lJalde, t. ii, p. 44. The <banse of 'Ybte lll ill more likely to have beell 
p-.dueed by the facility of thie enrolment, ~B compll.rllti\'ely 8lUaU t'Xpence of 
IIKh local corps, Olnd tbe want til' energy in the «over-oment, than b), tbe motivOil 
whicb M. Do Guigncs has IIssigned. 

It«t IX. 

'1062. " Une grande partie dee dellien; imp~riawt" lIa)'s 1)u Halde" Ie COIlSU· 

" meot danl ies .provUlOtlll, par les peosions, Ie p.Y4."ment des troupes, los 
" ou\f;l'8ges pllhlies, &C. Le surplus cit porte a Peking." P. 16. 

1063. " Ces troupes " observes the sarne writer" ne &en€'nt gueres, lIur tout 
" clepuia'lUC la Tartarie eel soumise, '10 'it prevenir lea revoltes des peuples, DU 
" .. appai.er lea premier, ftlO¥vemena qui s'eleveroient dans une ville, ou daDS 

II u.e pro\'i~." P. 45. 

1064. That it sbould be found neceasary to iltation an army or that number of 
men, 6a or Bear the populoUilcapttal of a newl)' conquered empire, ill by no means 
imfwobable; nor tJaat a thouaand meD should. at Ihllt period, have collf:titutoo the 
or~ pD"ieon of citin of tbe first or second chaM: however deficient of troope 
t"~ ~1DIl~ be fouDd (aooordinr to some tra:ve llcfI) at the pff'Selit tiOlE'. In the 
uWJateenth ceIlt..." .. we aro &old ~ P. La Comte, the garrison of Hang-cheu 
~MII!Id Gf.tea tt.ousaad men, of whom three thoU&aad "ere Chinese. T . i, 
p.I29. 

SECTION IX . 

• 

:r ...... _1dnII to lI\!etat of • very fine palace that was formerly tbe 
. . co 1>f fdng' F"'Ifor. '"' Who.e ·ancenors enclosed with high walk 

• lit or groUDa ·Ien uiile' 'in compass and divided it into three parts. 
That in the centre w .. entered by a lofty portal. on each .ide of whicb 

was 
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wall a magnificent colonnade, on a ftat terrace, the room of which were BOOK U. 
supported by rows of pillars highly ornamented with the most beautiful CHAP-:;;vm. 
azure and gold. The colonnade opposite to the entrance, at tbe~further • _m. 
side of the court, was still grander than the others, its roof being richly 
330rned, t1\e pillars gi,- and the walls on the inner side ornamented 
with exquisite paintings representing the histories of former kings.l066

N 

Hcre, annuaDy, upon certa.-<1l\ys consecrated to"'the service of their 
idol~, king Fanfor"lwas accuatomed to hold his court, and to entertain 
at a feast his principal noble~, the chief magistrates. and the opulent 
citizens of Ki1l-sai. Under these colonnades might be seen, at one 
time, ten thousand persons fUitably accommodated tit table. This 
festival lasted t en or twelve days, and the magnificence displayed on 
the occa~ion. in ~ilk s.. gold, and preciau! !tones, exceeded aU imagin ... 
tion ; for every guest, with a. spirit of emulation, endeavoured to exhibit 
all much fin ery as his circumstances would possibly allow. Behind the 
colonnade last mentioned, or that which fronted the grand portal, there 
was a wall, with a passage, that divided this exterior court of the palace, 
from an interior conrt, which formed a kind of large cloister, with its 
rows of pillars sustaining a portico that surrounded it, aDd led to various 
apartment.~ for the use of the king and queen. These pillars were oma~ 
mented in a similar manner. as were also the walls. From this clois~er 
you entered a covered passage or corridor. six paces in width. and of 
such a length as to reach to the margin of the lake. On each side of 
this thcl'c were corresponding entrances to ten courts, in the form of 
long cloisters, surrounded by their porticos, and each cloister or court 
had fifty apartments, with their respective gardens. the residence of a 
thousand young women, whom the king retained jn his service.lG61 

Accompanied sometimes by his queen, and on other occasions by a 
party of these females, it was his custom to take amusement on the 
lake. in barges covered with silk, and to visit the idol temples on its 
borders. The other two divisions of this seraglio were laid out in 
groves. pieces of water. beautiful gardens stored with fruit.trees, and 
al.o enclosures for all sort. of animals that are the objects of ,po~i: 
aa antelopes. deer. stags, hares, and rabbits. Here likewise t . 

:\tnU&ed himself, in company with hi~ damsels, some in carriages and 
some on horseback. No male person W8!11 allowrd to be of these parties. 

3 Z 2 but 



540 TRA V1!LS OP MARCO POLO. 

BOOK ]1. but on the ot.her hand, the females were practised in the art of coursing 
CU";:VIII. with dogs, and pursuing the animals that have been mentioned. When 

'~t. IX. fatigued with these exercises, they retired into the groves on the banks 
of the lake. and there quitting their dresses, rushll8 into the water in 
a state of nudity, sportively swimming abou1t.some in on~ directictl 
and Borne in another, whilst the king remained a spectator of the exhi.: 
bitlan. After this t&y returned to the pelace. Sometira.es he ordered 
his repast to be provided in one of these groves, ...nere the foliage of 
lofty trees afforded a thick shade, and was there waited upon by the 
same damsels. TllU::! was his time consumed amidst the enervating 
charms of his women, and in profound __ gnorancc of whatcver related 
to martial concerns, the consequence of which was, thatJhis depraved 
habits and his pusillanimity enabled the Grand khan to deprive him of 
his splendid possessions, and to expel him with ignominy from his 
throne ;1068 as has been already stated.1069 All these particulars were 
communicated to me, when I was in that city, by a rich merchant of 
Kin~sa;, then very old, who had been II. confidential servant of king 
Farifur. and was acquainted with every circumstance of' his life.l ll10 

Having known .the palace in its original state, he was desirous of con
ducting me to view it. Being at present the residence of the Grand 
khatj~S viccroy, the colonnades are preserved in the style in which they 
had formerly subsisted, but the chambers of the females had been suf~ 
lered to go to ruin, and the foundations only were visible. The waH 
likewise that enclosed the park and gardens was fallen to decay, and 
neither animals nor trees were any longer to be found there.Jon 

NOTES. 

)005. Reapecting this title (a corruption of the Arabic word Fagkfor .J~) 
applied by the Mungals to the monarchs of Southern Cbina, lee Note 935. 

1066. The plans of Chinese palaces seem nearly to Te&emble each other, 
Iln~ricularly in reaped to this kind of court, on a raieed terrace, in front of 
th~jpal part of the building, where tbote penon, auemble, whose rank 
cDtitlee them to the privilege of paying their contpHIDeuts to the sovereign. · In 
Ihe "Gezaadtschaft It of Nieubof (p. 17!l) wiJl be found a l'8pteteotation of the 

anterior 
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ant~rior court of tbe palace of Peking, which Van Braam commends for its fide- BOOK 11. 
lit)' • • The hotel or palace of a great officer of state or wealthy individual seems -
t L b ·It tl I d d d· I ' Ell CHAI'.LXVlIl. o IJe UI upon 1(' SBUlC p.1II UII E'corate 111 t Ie same manner.' pest 

O -~ " toujonl"iI precedee" .ys {l (higoes " d'une ;::rande coor oulog-ent les por-
"J}er'" t'l qui est entouree de gulericH et d'un grand periatyle dOllt Ie toit est 
.c 1I0\lt('IIU par ties colon new . Cctte COllr e!lt fcrmce par troiR grandes pones en 
" boi'! ... Apres ces trois portes on troll"e URf' autre cour. , . et enSn ulle tro;sieme 
" COllr qui fait face A ]'appllr~lIt principal ••• Cet apparteml"lIt compose de 
" plusieurs piecC!I, doane par derriere sur les jardins, ct communique pur des 
" galcrie.~ avec celui tics fcmm~." T. ii, p.176. "Par I~ mots colonna et ga-
" lerie$" the ... arne writ£'r ob!>erv(>11 H il ne f,HIt pus entendre de~ co\ouI\c" 0\1 des 
U ga}rriefl, daus Ie style Grcc; Ie vrai mot, celu; qui convil'nt Ie mieux ala 
" colonnc Chinoille, c'cst lJili~r, p~sqlle son diamCtre est toujollrtl Ie meme dans 
" loute SIl longneur." P. 173. "Some of the walls ,. !lB.y'! Staunton I' wert' 
" covert'd with paintill;", repre8entiug the pleasures of the chase ill Tartary." 
}'. 242. 

1067 ... Avant que Ie:; Tartareli se fussent f'mparcs de I'empire" says De 
Guignc.'> " certains cmpcrrurs Chino;s ont ell jm;qu'il di:r mille femrnea." T. ii, 
p. $I. 

1068. "J ,e;; dcb:luchell ausqucllcs cel empcreur s'alJandonna, lui furent funeatefJ, 
" eta lion empire." Du nalde, t. i, p. 492. 

1069. See Chap. Iv of thi~ Book, allo Note 943. 

1070. Tu-bong, lhefaghfur or emperor of the Song, here alluded to, having 
uasell to reign in 1274, and the POLO family having quitt('d China in or about 
the year 1291, our author lIIi!{ht well have conv('rsed with the domCf;tics of that 
prinCf'1 and particularly whilst he held the government of Yang-cheu, in the ad
joining province. 

1071. "!.es jardilHI que 1l0US avona vus BUprel du lac Sy-hou, a llang-lcheuu
U fou, ont dQ etre tre!.-OOaux lorsqu'ils ctoient en bon etat; mail, comme je l'ai 
" dit plus haut, lell ouvrages de! Chinois ~lclDandenl un entretien continuel, et 
" pour peu qU'OD les ll~glige, ils sont bientUt detruits." De Guignes, t. ii, p. 194:. 

N'O{fII. 
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SECTION X. 

BOOK II. AT the distance of twenty-five miles from this cfty, in a direction to 
CHA~VIII. the northward of east. lies the sea, near to whi-h is a town named GIh-

SHI x. pu., where there is an extremely fine port., freq'uented by all the ships 
that bring merchan4ize from India.. 1G12 ;pte river that Hows past the 
city of Kin-sa;' forms this port, at the place where 1t falls into the sea. 
Boats arc continually employed in the conveyance of goods up and down 
the river, and those intended for exportation are there put on board of 
ships bound to various parts of India anti of Kataia. 

MARCO POLO happening to be in the city of Kin-sai, ... t the time of 
making the annual report to his majesty's commiSSIOners of the amount 
of revenue and the number of inhabitants, had an opportunity of ob~ 
serving that the latter were I~gistered at one hundred and sixty loma1l~ 
of fire-places, that is to say, of families dwelling under thc same roof, 
and as a loma1l is ten thousand, it follows that the whole city must have 
contained one million six hundred thousand familie .. 1073 amongst which 
multitude of people tllere was only one church of Nestorian Christians. 
~y father of a family, or housekeeper, is required to affix a writing to 
the door of his hOIl'ie specifying the name of each individual of his family, 
whether male or female; as well as the number of his horses. When 
any person dies or lenves the dwelling, the name is struck out, and upon 
the occasion of a birth it is added to the list By these means the great 
oflicers of tlle province and governol s of the cities are at all times ac
quainted with the exact number of the inhabitants The same J'egula
tion is observed throughout the province of Kataia as well as of 
Manji.1oa In like manner all the keepers of inns and public hotels in
acribe in a book the Dame!!! of those who take up their occasional abode 
with them, particularising the day and the hour of their arrival and de. 
partme ~ a copy of which is transmitted daily to those magistnltes who 
have been spoken of as stationed in the market-squares It is a custom 
iD the province of Man}i, with the indigent class of the people, who 
~able to support their families, to sell .their children to the rich, in 
otiIIi thatthey may be fed and brought up ID a better manner thaD their 
own poverty would admit.1076 

NOTES 



NOTES. 

1012. GGRfHI) here deecribed lUI the seaport of Kin~ or Hang.c/leu, aotw,pn BOOK. 11. 
to th._ port of Ning-po, "itwed 011 a river the entrJUaCe of wblcb is sheltered b,. 
tb~ 181~nri5 of G'luHan. where H. M. ship Lion and th6 Ellst India CompanY'i CHAI'.t.XVJII, 

ship IIlOdOitan laYt ill the yeuT liPS. To those ialalld, .c.ptain M .. «.ttoeh who ."m. x. 
bad · dLo -. IlCCOIll~aRle rd Aot.CIlrtrwy, proeeetk!d from l/(lR.K-chelVjll, (1,1 rejuin iii. 
ilup ; pll~lIlrIg through Nu.g1JO ill hill route. 

n Niltg.po, que lell Europlie-m Olll appl'·lIc Linlfl1>O t . uy~ J) ... Hwlde "eat lUI 

" trce·holl port sur lu mer orieGtlile de la Chine." "A. wx·&wit ou .... ingt lieue. de 
" Ning.po ,ldllQ Iii mer, e~t UII C illd- IIommec T('heou-('han. Lp port .. st tres.bon, 
" Dlai" P" u coounode pour Ie comfDerce. C'e..t ou. lea AnglojJ abordCI'cnt par 
.. bazlmJ la pretMiurlP lil\lI n'u)'itlot I'U dcmeler IIi trouver It: c:heAlill de Mng"fJf'J 
I, pllrtnl toulet-! I" i .. dcli de ceUe dltt'." P. 177. U Sur III v.s ltt ':Iendue dCI ofte!l 
" de h .. Chine, tro;" porh st!uiewE' nt, saveir, QunntoR, I:!;mo_y, N'"s-Po, expb
U dit'ul puur les pays e trangcni." Ot! Gui;ot'lI, t. iii, p. SOl. At thi", por( it ."a. 
thRt P. It, Cumk' an.d the other . ' rellch fUismonarics, in tbe )car 1687, ;uri,,~ in 
Chillll, aLld Crom Nimpo, a8 be write~ th e name, tbl'Y vr()(!e~ diredl)' to HtJm~ 
tcktou, tbe atpital of thc provinct'. 0,. the exprei6&iou of " all tbe IIhipe that 
" hrirlg lOf'rcbandi!IC froan India" !lIust be Ilndentood, all thai. weN beuaI '0 
that part or ChiDa. "'It 

107S. Tbil stlLtement of the lHlWber of .f&utiu"s in HlUIX-clt. t:M, even adllWttior 
that tile suburbs are rneunt 10 be included, appcant exc~iye; but it is unrair to 
measure tht" popUlation or an ancient capital or China, by the standard of a 
modern city, Yet Staunton observes that " it"! population ill indeed immenae j ' 

" aud i ~ /ii llrpo~ed to be not vcry '"_ jtlM,ior to thdt of Pekin," which he com
putes ut about three millioll fl j remarking, at the flilme time, thllt few of the cir
cumstonce;; take place in the metropoli!l of China, which conh'ibute to the aggran
dizement of other capitals; Pekiu heiDS' merely the scat or gowernment of the 
empire. It is neither n port lIor a place of inland trade or manufllcture, and 
formll no rendezvou~ for pJeuure aDd din i.pation. p, J49, 439. The former, aD 

tbe other hand, ~ these advantages in an eminent degree. 
In the Bal' le edition the number of families is t; tatcd at IIi" bu.o.dred thotWond 

only, which woulJ give a population of ubont tllrre millions; but iu thl' earlier 
Latin and the Berlin and B. M. manuilCripl& the ('numcration torr~I.I01Tdll with 
Ramullio's tnt. Upon thc whole it is to be pre'lumcd tbat ollr author was II~ .. , 
as others have been lIinea hi. daY', by exaggemted accounts received from 'the 
lIative!. The Iomtm Gf.ah. Tucan .nd,! Pereiant, it .,.·be UlMerred, .. eq\1i .. 

lent 
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lent to the M1'I or wan of tbe Chinese, and large numbers are expreesed, by 
latter, in multiples of ten thou8l1nd, exactly in tbe manner he has stated. 

tlte 

NUIU. 1074. It does not appear in the writing!! either of the misFlionaries or of modern 
travellers, that mention is made of sucb listR of the inhabitants being affixed (at 
staled periode we may prelurne) on the outside of "Se!I; but I have the verbal 
agsurance of Mr. ReeveR, who retlided mBny yeal'S in China and is lately returned 
to that countr,. (of ""'se authority I have •• dy availed myself in Note 980), 
that the regulation exists at the present day: to which ho added bis opinion that 
it was ec;tablished not merely Oil account of the facility it gives to the officers of 
revenue and police, but from a regard to delicacy, that there might be 110 pre~ 

tenee for intrusion into the apartment!\ of the females. 

J015. " Les famineA et la misere" observes De Guignetl " forcerent dane la 
" lIuite les parena a vendre h' un enfanA, et etablirent ce droit funeste, qu·un.,ere 
" peut engager SOli fils et memo Ie velldre. Mais, Ai J'infortulle cst !IOU vent la 
" cause de Ct;:t aete dJ Ild.lure, l'lnlc.·et I'cst encore bien dnvautage ; el I'on De 
" trouve Leam'oup de petites fillell A vendre, que parce qu'il tie rencontre un 
" grand nombre d'acheleur!f." h Pendant notre VO) [Ige U. l'l'kHl!: . un de nos 
" domf"illiquCfl Chinoi~ ayant achelc un pf'tit gar'Won , remit quelque argent au 
" pere, et fit un cerit par leque! illl'engageoit a nourrir ot it habiUer I'(' ufant; Ie 
'~trat termine il I'appelll son frere, f"t If' traita cornme 8'jl )'efI1 etc reelle
.... en1." T. Ii, p. 292-.'3. 111 the part of till' country of which our author ill bere 
treating it has at all period!! been a prevalent emtom to educu.tc young females 
with every kind of meretricious accomplishment, for the purpose of disposing of 
tbem to rich debauchees. 

CHAPTER LXIX. 

Of the Rt!f!e1IUI!6 'If the Grand khan. 

CHAP. LXIX. WE shall DOW speak of the revenue which the Grand lr1uz.n draWl from 
the city of Km.sai and the places within its jurisdiction, constituting the 
~ division or kingdom of Manji. In the first place. upon salt, the 
~ productive article, -he levies a yearly duty of eighty tornam of 
SOld, each -. being eighty thousand saggi. and each J"ggi. fuUy 

equal 
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equal to a gold florin, and consequently amounting to six millions four nOOK II. 
hundred thousand ducats.1016 This vast produce is occasioned by the CHM,LXIX. 

vicinity of the province to the sea, and the number of salt lakes or 
marshes in which, during the heat of summer, the water becomes 
crystallized. and fi·om w~~nce a lll1antity of salt is taken, !)ufficient for 
the supply of five of the other divisions of the province. Ion There is here 
cultivated and manufactured a large quantity of sugar,I01s which pays, as 
do all other groceries, three and one.third per cent. The same is also 
levied upon the wine or fermented liquor made of rice. The t\Jclve 
classes of artisans, of whom we have already spoken, as having each a 
thousand shops, and also the merchants, as well those who import the 
goods into the city, in the first instance, as those who carry them from 
thence to the interior, or who export them by sea, pay, in like manner, 
a duty of three and one~third per cent.; but goods coming by sea from 
distant countries and regions, surh as from India, pay ten per Cent. 
So likewise all native articles of the country, as cattle, the vegetable 
produce of the 50il, and fii]',: , pay a tithe to the king. to'!! The account 
beillg made up in the presence of MARCO POLO, he had an opportunity 

of seeing that the revenue of his majesty, exclusively of that arisi • . 
from salt, already stated, amounting in the year to the sum of. 
hundred and ten toman.~ (C'(lch Inman being eighty thousand saggi of 
gold), or sixteen million eight hundred thousand ducats.IOIKl 

NOTES. 

lOi6. E"tirnating the gold dut'at of Venice at ten Bhi\lin~ Rngligh (for the 
81111.0 of rountl ntlm\mr~) thi~ rcvcn llc clcriYf>d from thc article of suit would 
nmounllo tIle ~urn or .£3,200,1)()() which mOlY he thought('xce~"iY('} M applying, not 
to the (,lIlpire Ilt Inrge'. but to that portion of China of whidl lIlIIlg.rhf ll;"t was 
the capita \. It mu.-;t, however, be con .. idcred that l!.11 the north crn proyincl.'lI, as 
well Ui tho<;e of tli l' interior, art' ~upplied from tIll' soutb-ea<;tern partl'! of the 
coast, nnd that the ((uantily expnrted from the place<; of manufactu re inti,,! eonSe. 
queotlr be enormoUS. One half of the dutie~ upon articleg of produce is un~! 
.tDOd (0 be pai!l in kind, and we arc informed Ihnt the "tock of 'lull collected upon 
«overnment account at Tim-ling on the Pe-I!o, wall calculated by the gentlemen 
of Lard Macartney'g embas!lY, at three millions of bags or six hundred millions 

4A or 
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of pounds weight. Vol. ii, p. 21. The gabtlle or revenue from salt, in France, 
about the year 1780, is stated by M. Necker to lIave beeD 54,000,000 livreg, or 

.£'2,250,000. 

1017. Sea salt i~ produced by a similar process of solar evaporation, in many or 
the southern parts of Europe, as well as on dIe coalts of India. 

1078. (( The vallics along the river" says Staunton, I!pellking of that which 
flows by llango('flw:!u " were cultivated chiefly in sugar-canes, then almOflt ripe 
" and about eight feet high." '1'. ii, p. 460. 

1079. (( L'impM" sa)'\; De Gnignes" est Ie dixicme de revaluation dcs terr~." 
" TOil,! cellx qui out pade Jet! l'evellUS de la Chine, <lisent positivernellt qu'oll 
" prclcre un seconu dixi"'me sur Ja n!coltt' du riz, (lews In provinc€' de Qunn·wng." 
T, iii, p. 90. It appear~ that the ~l'l\nd revenue of ChiLla has at ,:,mne periods 
arisen from a c.apitntion tax, :lnd at others from on impost un the prouu('c of the 
land. "Jl {'st it propoa d'oh~crH.'I'" suys the same wrih'r "Clue raul des 
" revenU9 11 l'cpo'lue clont Ie!! missionnaires ont parlc, nc doit plus etre 1(' rnemc 
" POUf Ie temps actuel, Ie mode de p(,fception ayont etc cbang.~ !:IOtlS I'empercllf 
" long-tcMTlg, qui fit substitucr la taille ou impot sur let! terrl's ,1 10 capitatioll," 
l'~87, When that counlry was vi~iled by the J\rabian travellers of thc Ilinth 

"tury, the capitation existed. 

)080, !1'his ~um is equal to . .£8,·100,000 of our monl'y, and tlte aggregate 10' 
.£11,600,000: <In amount which the rc,'enuell and expences of Ollf own country, 
in reeent times, have laught 1L ~ to COII'-I(!cr:lS nlmo~t iLlsigllificant; and yet it was 
fbr such ,,(ah:llll'ubi that OU1' author's couutr)IlH!1l and cotcmporarics, who decrnl'lJ 
tbem fahuloll~, Wl're plca~t'd to he~tOlv upon him the title of !\1e~~er Millioni, 

In the ilttempt~ thilt have be€'n maue to ascertain the rnodt"m revenuc of the 

cmpl'rol'lO of Chinn (but which (ltTords no adequate criterion for judging of that 
of KuMa!), we find u remarkable discordance between the calculations of 
diO'erellt writers; for whil~t the Account of Lord Macartney's efUbas~y, on the
authority of n respectable Chinese magistrate, makes it to amount to sixty·six 
millions of our money, M, De Guignes, who accompanied the Duleb embassy, 
states the total at seven hundred aod ten millions of Iivres or about thirty mil
lions sterling. The former estimate, it must be ohservEld, derives strength from 
~be testiruony of Du Halde, who Rays: " En Impputant tous ce que l'empereur 
~ (KtJltg.hi) pert;oit, et Ie rcduisunt u. nos livres de France, tOU9 ses revenus · 
U"qrdillaires sont cstimces d'enfiroll deux cens millions de taCls, Un tael est one 
" once (Chinoise) d'argent qui vaut cent sols do notre monnaye valeur iDtrilio 
H sique." T. ii, p. 1.5. The current \'IIlue of the tela is six sbillinp and eight 

eence' 



pence or one-third of a pound sterling, and consequently tbe Bum bere stated il BOOK.JI. 
about sixty-six millions of English roOOf"y. It is not, however, my intention to -
tontrovert the prubability .r lome exaggeration on the parlor the Chinelle CHAr. LXIX. 
autborities; hut it will be thought n coincidence 1I0t a IIUle remarkable, tbat for No ... 

the year 1816, tae total nett revenue of Great Drihlin, ('Xclu<lively of Ireland and 
the Indian de~ndenciesJ amounted to tbe S'UD of' .£66,292,135. 

CHAPTER LXX. 

Of II", cily 'If la.pin.zu. 

LCA.V[NG the city of Kin-sa; and travelling one day's journey towards CHAP, LXX. 

the south.east, continually passing houses, villas, and delightful gardens, 
where every kind of vegetable is produced in abundance, you arrive at 
the city of Ta.pi71-zu, which belongs to the jurisdiction of Kin_sfli. lO~l 

The inhabitants worship idols, usc paper money, burn the bodies of 
their lleatl, are subjects of the Grand khan, and gain their subsistence 
by trade and manual arts. This place not demanding any more pa. 
lar notice, we shall proceed to speak of the city of' Uguiu. 

NOTES. 

1081. No name resembling the Ta·p;*:u of our text or the Tam-pitl-gui of the 
Latin \ 'Cr-.lOOS present& itself, at the distance of one day's journey, 111 a boutbcrly 
direction, from llang-cheu-fu, nor could it under those circum!>tanccs be II. place 
of more IInporlnnce tbnn the second rank of cilies. P. Mogalbllnes (p. 10) asserts 
without lJf"sttation tbnt it is intended fof' Taiping-fu in the pro\ ince of l't-Qll-!..illg or 
Kiang-nan; but however unexceptionable the agreement in sound may be, the 
situation of tIle laHer, to the north-weill of J/ang-du:u, presents a formidable 
difficulty, which cannot olbcrwise be rCliolved than by supposing that libertic!I 
have been taken with our autl.or's words, and thut placeli which he has thought 
proper to notice, although lying out of Ibe direct road, have been forced by his 
trlLnslaton into the line of' an itinerary, to which he never profe!ot-ell to ad_e. 
This remark will be (oLlod to apply eqLlAlly to the city Rpoken of in the ned 
chapter. 

t A 2 CHAPTER 



nOOK n. 

CIIAI'. I.'\XI. 

't'RAVELS 1Il'!Jlt: I" OLO. 

CHAPTER LXXff. 

Qf Ihe city 'If Ugu;u. 

Ii'aoM Ta-pill.::u tra,'cHing threc days towards the south.cast, you come 
to the city of Ugu;u,I08l and still further, in the same dircction, two 
days journey, you pa<;s in continual succession, so many towns, castles, 
and other inhabited places, and such is their' icinity to each other, that 
to a stranger they iJa\'c the rtppe.1rancc of Ofl' extended city. All of 
them arc tlcpendcllt upon K in.slIi. The people are idolaters, anu the 
country supplies the necessari cs of life in grent abundance. Here are 
found canes of greater bulk and length than those already noticed, being 
four spans in gil't and fifteen paces long. 1011] 

NOTl:.'S. 

~2. The' name of V.guilt or U-giu, wllich is U-g;ui in the Italian epitome>!, but 
~ttcd III the Oa"le' edi ti on, 1m., an oln'ions nffillity to thut or lTIl-d/ ('u on the 
honk of tIl(' lu],e Tai, Hot l:lr from llallg·chcu, hut lJI..c '}'(/i1,ing j .. &ituot('d in l\ 
direclion oppo<; itf' to thai of boulll-eu!,t, u" {'xpre~sl'd in til{' h'xL "Elle pasl;e It 
tI<1)S P. Martini" puur UIl(- lk~ pIu!. granuc!; ct flor; ~santcs \ iHe .. pour Ie nc~oce 
" et pour ~e~ riche ..... t'~, c(jll~ idcrab le pour la "pl l' II(.Ieur- ct maguilict·nec de St·s 

" ba!otimcn~, pour 1<1 beautc de lol'~ campagncs, tlc ~c~ ('a ux, &c." P. 143. 

1083_ llu<!tru and Ih(' placRS lluus('Cjuently mentioned being surrounded by 11 

10" CDulltr), and .. ituateulli a warm climate, it is reasOImblc to suppose tlmt tbe 
ham boo eull(, should there be found ill abundanee and pcr(C'ction, and accordingly 
DII Baltic fillY!';: "J.,c 'l'che.J.jang en cst plus four-oi qu'aucune autre province. 
" II Y en a des forats cUliercs." 'f. i, p. 174. 

CHAPTER 



'CHAPTER LXXII. 

OJ tlle cities of Gell.gtd. 7Jen-gian, and GiC-Zfl. 

PnOCEEDING further two days journey in the same direction, you reach 
the town of GCIl_gui,lWU and still advancing to the south-cast you never 
cease to meet with towns full of inhabitants, who are employed at their 
tradef\ and cultivate the soil. In this part of the province of Malyi 
there are not any sheep to be seen, but many oxen, cows, buffaloes, 
and goat!;, and or swine a vast numbcr.lIlfl~ At the end of the fourth 
day you arri\'c at the city of Zell-gian, built upon a hill that stands in
sulated in the river, whicl. by dividing itself into two branches appears 
to emhrace it. These stream!> take opposite directions, one of them 
pursuing its cOllrse to the south-cast and the otber to the l1orth~ 

west. lOflG The cities last mentioneu are likewise under the dominion of 
his majesty, nnd dependent upon Kin.sni. The people worship idols 
and suhsist Ly trade. There is iu the country abundance of game, both 
beasts anti birds. Proceeding further, thrc~ days journey, you r" 
the large and noble city of Gic.za, which i!4 the last within thc jurisdic~ 
tion of Ki".sai. w""7 Having passed this city, you cntcr upon another 
kingdom or viceroyalty of A/mvi, named Kon.clla. 

NOTES. 

JOSl. Gen.gui, which in the B. M. nllll Berlin manuscripts j.:; written Clu:u·gui, 
appenl'lI to be the> TcI/u~,:i of Du IIlllde'g map, n town of the third order. From 
the men1ion of thi;; placl' it ilia), be inferred that our author's journey was not 
prO!'lecutec1 (ns wcr(' llios(' of ttle Englillh and Dutch embassies, in returning from 
P t!/;ing to Canlon, by Il(lng-chcufu) against the stream of the rivt'r, but by land 
from tOWIl to tOWlI, all thel<e happened to lie more or less directly ill hili way to 
the southern provinc(,lI. 

1085. In th(' journals of our modern travellers, as wen as in the writings oftbe 
missionaries, we lind repeated remarks on the paucity of sheep and abundance of 
pork in this part of China. "Les tcrres de ce(tc province" 811,)'8 Du Halde, 

speaking 

noOl: 11. 

CHAP. LXXII. 



nOOK u. speaking of Leao-tollg " nourrisscnt de grands troupeanx de breufi et de mouton., 

CHAt', LXXII. 

NutOll. 

H cc qU'OD lie voit p.-squ. point dans Jes province!! dE" III Chine." T. iv, p.5. 
" 011 !>QIIlC small bpots " says Staunton, "hen pa8~iDf"hrougll a northern province, 
U n fel\' sheep arE" fed." P.361. "La viande In plus ordinoir£', cl dont on fait 
" unE' grande consommation .. say Dc Guignes " est celie de cocholl." "Lo 
" moulon est tres-bon; il est commun dansles provinces scptentrionnll's; mais il 
" ('st furt cher ,\ Canton. Lc breuC (.>St ("xccllcllt a WampolI." T. ii, p. 276. In 
pas~illg the part of tbe country of which we are now speaking, the same writer 
says: "NOIlS aper'Yumes des buflles et des v8chcs, mais en petit nombre." T. 
ii, p. 00. "J'ai oblll"rve Russi" says Van Broam "que lell pourccnux de ceUe 
" partie (Kiang-si) different absolumcnt de cellI de QMng-iung." 1'. i, p.93. 

1086. That Z en·ginn which in the early Italian epitome ill Eian·giari and ill the 
f"urly Latin, Cyangy, was intended for the cily of Jcn-£'heu (coiled al .. o Nian-c!lcu) 
will hardly admit of a doubt; the names approaching as ncar a .. the uc;ual cor
ruptiollll of the syllable cheu or giu can be cxppch·d to allow. Willi I'f"Spt'ct to 
local cirCllm&tanC(!8 it must be admitted, that the modt'rn city is oot built upon a 
hill, but at the toot of high mountllins and just at the meeting (which in a&cend_ 
jng rivt'rs is often tetmed the branching) of two streams that coutribute to form 
the 1'sirll-lang.kiang. Its pofoition is thull deAcl'ibed h) Vun Braam: "A quatre 
" heure!! nom. nous sommes trouvell ('n face dp la ville de Jrn-tdlt'oll:/iJll, au nOU8 

"~u~ sommes arretC!; .•. 1 .. a ville Chi aS8CZ grande <'l hien h.llil' ... Ellp Clot situep 
""!4Ians une grand!" vallec elllicremcnt cnloUl (~e d(' Illflnlagllcs, ('t a, 1(' long de 80n 
" cole ou('st, Itt rivicl'e 'Jlli t'y s(l'flre t'II df'u.r hrnn,,"r,. Sun IIlllr d 'en~cintc passe, 
" f'n divers points, duns ues ennroits 01) lcs montagnes sont moins c!ev(ocs .•• 
" Prcciscmcnt en fac(' de la villt', lOur unc haute collinc ... est une huule tour 
'I hexogone it sept elag('s .. ,A six hcurclI nous a\'ons poursul\o'! notrc route en 
U pr('nant la bram.llc meridionale de la riviere," T. ii, p. 18i;·!)O. 

]081. This name of Gie·z.a, or, as it appears in the other vcrsions, En.giu and 
Cu·gui, belongs cvideotly to the city of Kiu<hcu, bitualed ilS it ill, at the soulh. 
western extremity of the province of Clle·hang, on the bord('r of a d:htinct 
viceroyalty, and ill the u8ul1l, perhaps tbe only route to-the provinces of Fo-kim 
and Kuang..fotlg. I' Cette ville de Kiu-£'lIeu" observe8 P. Martini U est unt! des 
" plUB mcridiouales de cclte province; c'cst pourquoy M. Polo la mct la deroi~re 
" de Iu province de Quin-sai." P. 145. 

CIIAPTER 



TRAVIILS .... CO POiliit 

!CHAPTER LXXIII. 

Of the kingdom 01' viceruyalty qf KU1l-c:ha, and il" clIpital city named 
Fu-giu. 

~l 

UPON leaving the last city of the kingdom or viceroyalty of Kin.sai, nOOK JI. 

named Gie-:::a, yo u cnter that of Kon-eha, 1088 the principal city of which I LlLW.L;>.Xl L 

is narnell Fu.-:::iu. IOb'J In the cOllrse of six days journey through this 
country, in a south-cast direction, Dvel' hills and along vaUies,Ul90 you 
continually pass towns and villages, where the necessaries of life arc in 
abundance, :\llll there is much field- sport, particularly of birds. The 
people are idolaters, the suhjects of the Grand t,/tan, and arc engaged 
in commerce. In these part<; thel'r are tigers of great .'lizt: and strength. 
Ginger and also galangal LQ<JI are produced in large quantities, as well 
!l!l other drugs}092 For money equal in value to a Venetian silver groat 
you may have eighty pounds weight of fresh ginger; so common is its 
growth. Thcr0 jg also a vegetable which has all the propertiec; of' the 
tl'ue salfroll, as well the smell ag the colour, and yet it i') not really ;Baf~ 
fran. It is held in great estimation, and being an ingredient in all their 
dishes, it bears, on that account a high priceYV)3 

The people in this part of the country arc addicted to eating human 
flesh, esteeming it more delicate than any other; provided the death of 
the person has not been occasioned by disease. 'When they advance to 
combat they throw loose their hair about theil' cars, and they paint their 
faces of a bright blue colour, They arm themselves with lances and 
swords, and all march on foot excepting their chief, who rides on horse~ 
back. They are a. most savage race of men, insomuch that when they 
slay their enemies in battle, they are anxious to ddnk 1094 their blood, 
and afterwards they devour their flesh. Leaving this subject we shall 
now speak of the city of Xua lin,{ •• 

NOTES. 



_AVELS <II~ POLO. 

NOTES. 

BOOK II. IOSR. Kon-cha or Kon-ka as an Italian would pronounce the word, which is 
- KOll-clltllj ill tbe parly Latin version and Ton.:::a in tho Italian epitome, seems to 

CIIAP.I,X,..'C1l1. I b' I r' I h . 1 .1 .1 L • r v "" lave {'en t Ie lIaDiC 0 a vlceraya Iy t at IIIC UuCu tne pronnc(,/I 0 .I.'~ ~n, 

Notei. K;ong-si, und Kumlg.tong; hut at the present Jay, rJle-kiang and Fo-kim nrc 

governed by one \·jceroy or tsong-tu, as Kuang.lotlg and Kiang.,f" arc by another. 

]089. The Fu-giu of our author is the city of Fu-clu'1I:/II, the capital of the 
province of Fo-kien. It is beI'(" mentioned incidentally, and not II!! lying in the 
direction of Ili~ !"Oute, but it appears to be the city aftfrwardll described in 

chapter hni. 

1090. These hill!! or, Illorc properly, mountain'!, constitute the chain which 
s!'parnte'l Ihr Plol'ilLC{, of rhr.kinr>g from t!lOse of Kiang.si and }'o·/.:i(Jl. "I.e 

" chemin" sa)s P. Martini H ('~t l~e iroi'! journcr~, u)rt clil1irile (·t mnlai"c A 
" cause df's montagne!>." P. 145. The rli-;Iance from Kill<flw 10 the fin.t con· 
8iderahle town on the south-wef;lcrn side of the mou[)tains~ mny be congiti(,l'Cd as 

II: jOllrn('." of six days. 

1091. De Guigne .. , in hi'! aceount of Ihe arlicJcs exported from Chinn, f;peoking 

of die galanga, I>"Y": " (;'c~t Ja racine 1l0UCUSC d'une plante qui crolt lL prell de 
U deux pied!; ue hauteur, ('I dOllties fl'lIilll'~ r('s~(' mblellt a ('(,lies du myrle." T. iii, 
p. 254. It i!o rem arb hie that ginger (am01ll1ll11 ::in:iucr) is uot IIlcntionrd as a 

production of southern Chinn, either hy ~tnulliofl 01' V!' Guign!'!o; and w!' arc 
tcmpird 10 conjecture, ~ilber lilat some oilicr plant is hprr meant, or Unit the 

JJU~sagc (as is rvidently the ca~r l\' ith respect to the concluding paragraph of the 
chapler) hclnngt"d to the account of the rQ!o>tern i"lulld~, and hall becn introduced 

jilio a wrong part of the work. 'fhe gnlrmg or JIlt'f1, kd'1II1ifaia galunga (called 

by the Malays, '.anello, ~~.s) is well known in the materia medica. 
~J. 

1002. If J ani warrnntcd ill the conj<'ctllrc (wllich will br found to gain strength, 
as we llihonce) thal our lI. ulhOl"s nrigillillnotl's hllve been transposed in Uli9 place, 
it will aeeount for the circum!!tunce of the article tp8, the production of this part 

of Chi nil, and di6tinctly mentioned hy tbe Arabian tra.velleno of the ninth century, 
heing here omitted in the enumeration of drugs. 

109:J. By this yellow dye ill indubitably meant the curcuma tonga. '( Le tur

u m(>rick, ou terra merita, au curcuma" saYi De Guignes 1\ est appelC (>n 

II Chinois, e/la.kiang .. il vient du Qunng-ltmg: cette racine est bonne pour ht 
II teiDture: 



" leinturc: In pills longue est In meillen ... " T. iii, p.264. But in China it i~ not nOOK 11. 
commonly, if it is at all employed in cookery; whereas, amongst the Malays and -

Ih I f II I . I ,.. . b .• r d· h CHA"I,XXlI1 o cr poop e 0 Ie cns cr.6 anUll, It enten Into t e composltlOll 0 every 18 , 
whilsl it is by thelll equally npplj('d to the pllrposctI of a dye-stuff. 

1094. In Dook i, Chap. lvi, will be found II pas~age !linlilar to this, in substanee, 
,,,here certain people of Tibet and Kashmir Itre represented as cannibals, and 
wllieh, in Note" H, I h,IYe endeavoured to shew, mnst rather bllve breo intended 
to apply (0 t/l(' llatta people of Sumatn" amongst whom our author resided 
dtlrin~ flcveral months, and with whose peculiar manners be mUll! have bet!n well 
ncqllaillleo. To bUppOSO that tJJjs character belonged to the inhlfbihmls of the 
m~t cl\'ili ~f!J, rich, and industrious part of Clfina, wonld not only be incon

!4ihtCllt "'ilia \\hat i'l known of the country, but also with hi~ own descril)tion of 
the pcoph" whom he speak .. of as elevoted to nil the arts of luxury, unhabituated 
to the u~e of arm s, and in every respect the reverse of savages. With regard to 
the Balta~, on the contrary, all tra\'ellers by whom they have been mentioned, 
O'titrii1ule to them the practit:e of cRnnibalism, and under thos(' circumstance!! 
precisei}, which art> stated in the text. The custom of throwing loose tbe hair, 
upon the occallion of any d~pcrale attack, is also "trougly chll.racteri"lic of theblJ 
i~landel'1. "Auru e fra terra," says Barbosa in Ilill description of Sumatra 
(written in 1516), " do\·e hahitano huomini gentili the mangiano carne humana, 
" t't principalmente di quelli ehe amrnazzano nella guerra." Rnmusio, 'Vol. i, fol. 
~1S.2. 

It is a!lScrted indeed by the lIeeond of tlu~ tYrO eurly Arabian travellers that the 
practice did exist in China. "eette crllllute" he 8ays " leur est permi8e .elou 
" les loix de leur religion, jU'lqueQ II\. mesme, qu'ils vendent de Ja chair humaint' 
" dan ... leurs pillce~ publiques." Ancien. Relat. p. 55. His aEcount however W&8 
written immediately after a civil Wllr, in which (according to bis information) ODe 

hundred and twenty thousand Mahometaus lUlU other foreigners were massacred; 
und be may therefore be 'm~pected of violent prejudice. l'be traveller who pre. 
ceded him and who saw the countr] under 1U00·e favoura~le cireumstanoos makes 
no "llusion to such an atroeioull custOlll. Upon the whole there i8 reason to SUi· 
pect: that not only wbat relates to it, buUbe whole of the paaeage begi.nning with. 
the words: "Ill these parts there are tigers of «reat size and strength .. a.nd con .. 
c;wding with: "apd afterwards devour their Oeah," has been interpolated at thiI 
place, and ought to have beeD reserved for the Tbird Book. 

, B CHAPTER 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 

Of the cit!J 'If Kuc-linjU. 

BOOK II. THE journey of six days' (mentioned in the precediug chapter) being 
CHAP.LXXIV. accomplished, you arrive at the city of Kue-lin.fo, which is of consider

able size, and contains three very handsome bridges, upwards of an hun
dred paces in length, and eight paces in width. I09:i The women of 
the place are very handsome, and live in a state of luxurious ease. 
There is much raw silk produced here, and it is manufactured into silk 
pieces of various sorts. Cottons are also woven, of coloured threads,l096 
which are carried for sale to every part of the province of Mary·;.ICJ9i 
The people employ tbemaelvea extensively ill commerce, and export 
qaantitie& of ginger aud galIDgal.1098 I have been told, But did Dot my
self see the animal, that there are found at this place a species of do
mestic fowls which have no feathers, their skins being clothed with black 
hair, resembling the fur of cats.109' Such a sight must be extraordinary. 
They lay egg. like other fowl., and they are good to eat. The multi. 
tude of tigers renders travelling through the country dangerous, unles.'i 
• number of persons go in company.lIOO 

NOTES. 

1095. From its poeitien with ~t (0 the road RcrOll the mountaiDll, and other 
circulDltan~, there appean 'fo be rNIOn for agreeiD~ in opinion with P. Martini, 
tbat1_ is the city of K~fi, in the province of Fo-/.:im. II Elle esf litul!e ., 
... ,. " lor Ie bord oriental de Is riviAre act Mitt: elle c&le bien" 18. capitale 
Cf pour lei marques de noblesse, maia non pail en pndeor. J'ai di6.i* 'fait voir 
" que l'endroit OU Marco Polo 1' ... pl.eM' t~moigne a88el: que c'ettoit 8a Qudin-jll. 
" CeUe ville a e5t6 fort ruinee dan8 ces dernieres guerres .•. I.e feu et l'embrase. 
" ment n'ont PIU epargnc une eglite que Rostre Compagnie Y RVOit, n'y ayant que 
" ce beao pont qui elt lur la rivj're de Min qui si.t elite conservee de aa 
" 'Violence ••. II Y a auali un autre PODt magnifique qui Ie nomme choJ.ing •• • Ii 
" long qu'il y a deliUl lOixante et treiM boutiqllell." P. 1.57. It DlInt at Ute ..... 



Ame time be ob.~ened that the nRme of QucUing1u belongs to the c::apital of the BOOK n. 
province of Kuang_si: but this lieR at 80 great a distance from the placell already -

" 
d d ' , I d 'h b h' t be 'd _..I CHAP,LXXIV. men lont' ,an IS ~o entire y UDcol)l1ede Wit t el'Q, t at It canno consl crcu 

as the city hcrC' meant; unless on t~ slIPPOIIition that tlte accounts of interme~ 
diMe partl; have bN'n omitted. 

J096. The wor(l'J of the text express no more tban that the cotton received its 
colollr in the yurn and not in the piece; which would scarcely deserve notice as a 
peculiarity; but the Non-king cotton, "hich is known to be, in its raw state, of 
the colour it bears in the manufacture, may perbaps be tbat which is meant to be 
described. U La toile de Nam-king" say, Van Brum" qU'OD filbriqlae {ort loin 
" du lied. dll memo nom .•. est fltite d'un coton rsrn"litre . • . La couleuT de la 
" toile de Nar,w,:ing est done naturelle, et point lujette a pilir." T. ji, p. 73. 

1097. "La ville de Kien-rring" BaY' P. M.artini " eet aasez marcb~.de; ",r 
" toutesies denre08 'lui montent et descendent sur 1a rivil!re paslM!nt par 11.; lilt Ion 
" qU'elles 1I0ilt arrivecs 1I la eite de Pu-ching, on les debarque pour 1M faire 
" porter ..• il travers des montagnei qui sont fort hautes et de profondea nllUi." 
P,I58, 

1098. Respecting these produetions, see Note 1091. 

1099. The account of tbi" uncommon species of fowl appean to han been. 
thought too incredible by some early translators; for in the notes or varioUS 
readings, ill Muller's edition, we find at this place the foUowing remark : "Hleflit 
" autor MS. ctiam in hac voce, cui itidem 8patium rcliquit." P.126. Yet tbe 
aarne breed, or one equally singular, is tbus described by Du Hrude: "On y 
" trouve" he says, speaking of the province of Se-chueR (( de ce8 poules dont la 
4' laine est 88111blable it celie de brebia, qui sont fort petites, qui ont lea: piecU 
" courts, et qui plaisent illfinimellt aPolX dames Cbiaolaes, lesqueU8I ea 6laveDt 
" per amusement." T. i, p.215. 

1100. " On troave dans ce pay. H saya P. Martini, speaki.ng of' CJae..kiang 
" des tigre&: prellque par tout, que M.arco Polo de V.uaa appeUe impropremeDt 

" del liou," P . 14.0. 

{)HAPTE& 

NOln. 
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CHAPTER LXXV. 

Qf the city 'If Un'B .en. 

BOOK II. UpON leaving the city of Kue-lin:fo and travelling three days, during 
'HA~V. which you are continually passing towns and castles, of which the in

habitants are idolaters, have silk in abundance, and eXl)ort it in con
siderable' quantities, you reach the city of U',_guen. llOl This place is 
remarkable for a great manufacture of sugar, which is sent from thence 
to the city of Kanbalu for the supply of the court. Il02 Previously to 
its being brought under his majesty's dominion, the natives were unac
quainted with thp. art of manufacturing suga.r of a fine quality. and 
boiled it in such an imperfect manner, that when left to cool it remain
ed in the state of a dark.brown paste.IIO:l But at the time when this city 
became subject to his majesty's government, there happencd to be at 
the court some persons from Babylonl104 who were i'>killcd in the process, 
and who, being sent thither, instructed the inhabitant., in the mode of 
refining the sugar by means of the ashes of certain woods. llo,:; 

NOTES. 

1101. Witb whatever modern name that of Un-gutn, or U-gu~u (.18 it a-ppear'll 
m tbe early V ~lJice epitome) may be thought to accord, it i~ evident from the 
circumstance8, tbat it mUlit be olle oftbe citieR of the second or third c11l~'" within 
tbe jurisdiction or Fu·gui or }'rJ.chtU-fU, and in the neighbourhood or that capital. 

HCW. " 00 fait dan. 1011 territoiJle" .. ,I P. MarHni, wreaking of F.<A~u 
" une tres-grande quantit6 de IlUcre fort blanc, et c'ed la premiere pro.iMe de 
" l'Orient ou on Je false: par Iii. on pent juger que coUe \'ille el!.t lu Fu-gu. du 
" Veoitif'n." P.I53. This priority must be meant of the refining only, for the 
early lUanufacture of sugllr in tne province of Se-chuen, where it was introduced 
by an IndillQ, i8 mentioned by the same writer in tbe following manner: " Ce paYI 
U produit QU81i del r0iC8.ux a aucre, dont 00 tire beauooup et d'exccllent, ct bien 
II qu'iJ y ell ait e" de tout telDpi, Iii est-ce IJu'ils II 'en 198yoyeut poillt tirer.kJ 

" lIucre, 
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" sucre, comma ils diseot eult ml'lIme8, jusqu'it ce qu' aD certain pre.tre lndien en 
" euat enseigne In manicre aux habitans du pays." P.87. 

nos. Sugar in that moist anti imperfect state is termed j{~gri in mod "parts of 
the East Jollie", 

1104. By Babylon is to be understood the city of Bagluilld, where the arts 
flourished, although under the dominion of the Moghut Tartars. 

1105. It is well known that alkaline lIublltanccs nrc used in the prar.es! of 
granulating lIugOI'!i. "Towards the end of this boiling" says the dic.tionary of 
artl and !>cienceti "they throw into the juice a strong lixiyjum of wood..asbes, with 
" AOme quick-lime." 

€HAPTER LXXVI. 

Of the citg 'If Kan.giu. 

1if7 
BOOKIl. 

CHAP. LXXV. 
NOles. 

TRAVELLING fifteen miles further in the same direction, you come to CHAP.l,XX\ I, 

the city of KaJl~g;u, which belongs to the kingdom or viceroyalty of 
Kon·clta, one of the nine divisions of Ma1!ii. lI06 In this place is stati. 
oned a large army for the protection of the country, and to be alway Ii 
in readiness to act, in the event of any city manifesting a disposition to 
rebel. Through the midst of it passes a river a mile in breadth, upon 
the banks of which, on either side, are extensive and handsome buiJcl~ 

jngs. In front of these, great numbers of ships are seen lying, having 
merchandise on board. and especially sugar, of which large quantities 
are manllfnctured here also.1107 Many vessels arrive at this port from 
India, freighted by merchants who bring with them rich assortments 
of jewels and pearls, upon the sale of which they obtain a considerable: 
pro6t. This river discharges itself into the sea, at no great distance from 
the port named Zai~tun. The ships coming from India ascend the river 
8S h,igh up as the city,lt08 which abounds with every sort of provision,.. 
Ilild bas delightful gardens producing exquisite fruits. 

NOTES. 
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NOTES. 

BOOK n. 1106. It cannol be doubted that the word Kdnogiu ill IIt're intended for Kutmg. 
cheri or Quang-ckeu, the name of the city improperly termed by Europeans, 

CHAP,LXXVI. C t be" "f J(' h" h bel be " f nn on, mg II corruphon 0 uang-tong, W Ie ong8 to t provmce 0 
Notel. which it ill the capitllf; but however dear the identity of the name may be, ita 

application to the placc is attended with iQ8upcrabic diffi~ulty; for not only the 
distances stated could not have led UR beyond tbe province of Fo-kien, but the 
circumstance of the river being laid to di.scharge ihelr not rar from the port of 
Zai-Uln or- Zarten (afterwards de8cribed) obliges us to consider our author 88 

again .peaking of the city of Fu-cheu, which be had before incidentaUy mentioned 
u the caPital of that provinee. The inferen('.e here drawn is also strengthened 
by the tell:tll of the Ba!i'le and tJlC early ltalian editioll!!, both of which speak of 
the latter city o.s that which was distant GReen miles frolu U"-qu~n, Un-guen, or 
{J.Kueu, without noticing tbe name of Kan-giu or Kunng-rheu. Yet it must be 
allo ..... ed that the latter could not hue been introduced in Ramusio' s version, 
uruesa it had been found in lome of tbe manuscripts which he consulted, nor is it 
likely that a place of Hg great commercial importance should be passed entirely 
unnoticed in our autbor's original account. It seeI'Ds therefore most probable 
th.t as there are in tbill soutb-eastern part of China at least three coneiderable 
portl frequented by foreign tr&dera (although not by ships from Europe), it may 
han appeared to persODs ignorant of and indifferent about the geography, that 
there was too much samenells in tbe deeeriptioos, and that one or other of them 
might be coDveniently omitted. Upon any other lIupposition it will not be an easy 
!DaUer to account for the sarne chaptt'r! containing subatantially the same facts, 
being said in some editions to treat of FU'gtli, answering to Fu~/I(!H the capital 
of Fo-kien, and in another, to treat of Ktzn.giu, fln. wering to Kuang-cTtm 
(Canton) the capital of Kllang-long: neither of whiela were known to Europeahl 
through IIny otber cbannel, for two centariee after tb. date of these travels. 

1107. "On fait dans toute 1'6tendu~ de 80n reslort" says 011 Ralde, spealUng 
of F.-cAtv "du sucre oe:J:t~mement bluc." '1', it p. 155. 

1108. cc Metme lea plllJ grands vailseall1 de la Cbine" say' P. Martini lpeaking 
of the same city" peuTent, aorlan! de la mer, monter jUlK(u'aux maraillee qui. 
" eoot veri! 1. midy, par nDe grande embouchure, o~ est )e faux bourg dt NtIlIIIoi," 
P. 1.53. Thae qualitiee rna, be thought to apply equall,. to Canton, wbieb li~ 
more directly open to the trade &om India, and was eertaialy the ea".,..,-of the 
early Arabian traYellflrs, but by l0III. well·iolormed penoD' the port of FII-tM. 
ia eontidered, UDder all it. ciretuutaDcea aa the best adapted to foreign trada of 
anI in Chin .. 

CHA.nD 
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CHAPTER LXXVII. 

Qf tlte cil!J and port of Zai.tun, and the city of Tin-gui. 

UPON leaving the city of Kan-giu and crossing the river to proceed BOOK II. 

in a south-easterly direction, you travel during five days through a wen CH .... P~VIl. 
iahabited country, passing towns. castles and substantial dwellings. 
plentifuHy supplied with aU kinds of provisions. The road lies over 
hills,; across plains, and' through woods, jn which are found many of 
those shrubs from whence the camphor is procured.lI" The country 
abounds also with game. The inhabitants are idolater:s. They are the 
subjects of the Grand k/Ul'll. and within the jurisdiction of Kan.giu. 
At the end of five days journey you arrive at the noble and handsome 
city of Zai.tun, which has a port on the sea.coast celebrated for tho re.-
sort of shipping, loaded with merchandize tha.t is afterwards distributed 
through every part of the province of Manji.llIO The quantity of pep.. 
per imported there is so considerable, that what is carried to Alexandria, 
to supply the demand of the western parts of the world, is trifling in 
comparison, perhaps not more than the hundredth part. It is indeed im_ 
possible to convey an mea of the concourse of merchants and the aceu-· 
mulation of goods, in this which is held to be one of the largest and· 
m08tcommodious ports in ·the world.IlII The Grand khan derives" vast 
Jlevenue from this place, as every merchant is obliged to pay teo per cent. 
upon the amount of his investment. The ships are freighted by them 
at the rate of thirty per cent. for fine goods, forty-four for pepper, and 
for lignum aloes, sandal-wood, and other drugs, 8S well sa articleB of 
trade in general, forty per cent. : 80 that it is computed by the merchants. 
that their charges, including customs and freight, amount to half the 
value of the cargo; and yet upon the half that remains to them, their 
profit is so considerable. that they are always disposed to return to the 
-same market with a further stock of merchandise. The country iB de ... 
li!tt~, the people afe idolaterS, and have all the necessaries of lifei.D ~· 
plenty • . Their disposition jo. peaceable, and they are fond of ease &nit' 
illiiulgeu ... l1I. ' Many.pel"llOl1. arrive ·i. thitcity from the interiOr part. 

. . ~ 
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BOOK n. of India for the purpose ot hadng their persons ornamented by p\1;~ 
cflAP-:;xnr. ring with nccdl e~ (in the manner before described), as it.ls celebrated jOr 

the number of its artists skilled in tbnt practice.1W 

The river that flows hy the port of Zai.tull is large and rapid, and is 
.l branch of that which paso;c.~ the city of Kill_30i,llh At the place 

where it separates from the principal channel, stauds the city of 1'in-gui. 
Of this place there is nOlhing further to be observed, than that cups or 
bowls and dishes of porcelain-ware are there manufactured. llIi> Tbe 
procesi was explained to be as follows. They collect a ct:l'tain kind of 
earth, as it were irom a mine, and laying jt in a great heap, sufter it to 
be exposed to the wind, the rain, and the sun, for thirty or fo~ty years, 
during which time it is never disturbed. By this it becomes refined and 
fit for being wrought into the veRI.ph abovementioned.lIl1i Such colours 
as may be thought proper are then laid on, and the waJe is aflerwardb 
balced in ovens or furnaces. lI11 Those persons therefore who cause the 
earth to be dug, collect it for their children and grand children. Great 
quantities of the manufacture are sold in the city, and for a Venetian 
groat you may purchase eight porcelain cups. 

'Ve have {lOW ()pN"tibE>o the viceroyalty of Kon~clta. one of the nine 
divisions of MtltJji, from whence his m~e8ty draws as ample a revenue 
as even from that of Kin.sai. Of the others we shall not attempt to 
speak, because MAllco POLO did not himself visit any of their cities, 
as he bas done those of Kin.sai and Kon·cha. U18 It should be observed 

that throughout the province of Manji olle general language prevails.. 
and one uniform manner of writing; yet in the different parts of the 
country there is a diversity of dialect, similar to what is fbulld between 
the Genoese, the Milanese, the }'lorentine, and the dialects of other 

ltalian 8tates, whose inhabitants, although they have eaoh thci, peculiar 
speec~ ,can. make' themselves re~iprocaUy understood,.l1l9 

Not having yet completed tbe 8ubject8 upon which M •• co POLO pur. 
posed to write, he will now bring this Second Book to a clo.e and will. 
oommence another with a deteription of. the countries and pr9"jn.~·9f 
India, distinguishing it ~ the Great.er • . th. ~!. and tilo> MM!<Ila· 

India; 
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bt~' 'l~1O parts of which he visited whilst employed in the service of BOOK 11. 

the ~nd khan, who ordered him thither upon different occasions of (HAP. 

bU8~rt:l~tl antI afterwards when, accompanied by his father and LXXVII. 

uncle, in .their returning journey they escorted the ({ueeo destined for 
kin~ Argon.ll22 He will have the opportunity of relatilJg many extra..-
ordinary circumstanc~s observed by himscltpersonally in those countries, 
but at the same time shall not omit to notice others of which he was 
informed by persons worthy of credit, or which were pointed out to 
him in the sea-chart of the coasts of India.llil 

NOTES. 

1109. This tree, the lfltlrtlt l'amplrora of China and Japan, groW's to a large 
size and i8 improperly termed by Rarnusio an arbouello or 8hrub. In the Ba"le 
edition ;t is said: "ex lIemorum arboribu! eolligitur pi:r," but in the older Latin 
venioll it is mentioned by its proper nam('. In the Italian epitome the production 
;s unnoticed. Staunton speakJl of " tbe sbining leaves of the thick and spreading 
" camphor tree " •.• the only specie£! of tbe laurel genus growing in China, and 
there :t large alld valuable timber tree. It is not to be confounded with the camphor 
tree of Borneo and Sumatra, which is also remarkable for its great flize, but is of 
a genus entirely distinct from the laurus. 

1110. This falnou9 port of Zai-lun, Jlamed Znrlen in the Busle edition, Zai·:.en 
in the older Latin, and JaikJni in the epitomt', is ~nerally supposl'd to be the 
place named TSlMn-chtu by the ChineJIe (the Surn-/cht'oll of nu lIalde'" map). 
U Rien ne flatta tant leur ambition et celie de Kubla!" says the> historian of the 
Hups ., que l'arrivce d' un trc~grand pombre de vaisseaux venn .. d'oci.'ident dans 

" lea porh de Ia province de Fo-kirm, et 811r-tOUt dans celui de 7'rucu·khcou. C'eat 
" un treS-h(m port ou touslCl'l vaie'leaux de l'lnde npportent de!! dcnrcee qui lie 
" vendent dans une grande foire, d'ou 011 lee transporte dans tout Ie reste du 
U monde." Liv. xvi, p. ISO. "M. Paul " 88YS tbe same writer, in another place, 
" )e nomme Zarten ou ZaUen: Marakeschi J'appeUe ZaiI."oun." P. 169. Yet it 
may be thought that the description applies with equal jUllttU'88 to the nearly 
adjoinln, port of Hia-naMeR, called .Erneui by the French and ilmoy by tbe Eng

li.b oavigators, which, until the last century, participated largely with Canton 
iR tbe 'foreign commcrl:e of the empire, "Lea. Anglois" eay8 the younger De 
OUigDei ".isit.ercnt dans CC8 premien tempI les ports d' Emouy dan. Ie Fokkn 
" et de N"Utg"f'O dans Ie TchekUutg.'· T. iii, p,l~. 

4 C 1111. A. 
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11 11. As a port or road for ,"cssels of the lugeet e11ll1~ it is probable \hat H.· 
f7lUQ1 has the ndvantllj.,-t! of T,um-clrcu, " Les plus grog vaisseaux" '&Y8 P. I.e 
Comic " y 1:I0llt en seurcte ct s'approcheot du bard autnnt qu'ils vculcnt, tant I. 
" 111<'1' Y cst proronde>, Le gl'and commerce qui s'y fKit depui ll quelques anneea 
" par Ie!; etrangers et pnr Ie!. gens du pais t y attire beaucoup de monde," Nouv. 
Mem.1. i. p. )61. cd. 1701. 

U12. " Ses ofDlNlCha.ndll " say~ P. Martini " ont de l'induHlrie. Ceux de CJe 

" pa)'B soot aaturellemelll tr,.nt(loW'H, IIU atUonne. it 4eun ,pJaiflire. t , P. 157. 

1113. This aSRcrl iCln may well uppear IItrallge nnd improbable, ond lUust have 
bet"n occasion ed iJy som£' mi Rial..(' either of Il r rnngcmt"llt of the mottcr or (!'aDsia· 

tion of thl.' pa ssllg(' ; for it cunnot he ""pposi'd tlmt the illhubitanh; of this most 
frequented and civilised part (If China were then, or ut any hit;torical pcri(ld, in 
the habit of puncturing or tattooing their "kins. Il may be that a memorAndum on 
the suhject lij,8 in other iru.IEIonce8 we havE' had strong grounds to IIUhpect) beloD&'· 
tng to a description f' ititt'r of '*'"" Mal.~·an ill lands or of Ava, where tht' practice 
pre'Vsils, hall been introduced in the wrong place; or, a!I I am more inclined to 
think, thut whitt has Ileen here ·misulideNitood for punduring th(' iilct', W8 '! me-aot 
by ollr author for tbe art of portroit· pllinting, in whieb "If' Ghin(l!jc IIrl' ~uch adepts 
that &" Ktran,!l;Cn visit Canton ... itbout employing a native to ta~c their likeness, 
... , as it is f'xpre!Jse(\ In the jargon of the factories, " make handllome face." 
That they Werf! efjually skilful in fornler times appea r'! from the ~econd relation 
of the cHrl'y Arabinn travellerl'l, wh ere it il'l lIaiJ: " Les Chinoi!! 80nt leg plus 
" adroits de touteh It's nations do mond(' , en tout es !';orte!' d'artl'l, e t parti~ul jcre.

" ment dan!. Ja peinture." Anc. Relat. p. 62. Tht' passage in Ramusio is : 
" Vengono 0. questa cilta molti della superior lndia, per causa de fBrei dipingere 
" la per80na can gli agbi, (come di supra habbiamo detto) per 8ssere in qUHta 
" molti valenti mautri di quem officio: " in whieh it is probahle that the wordll 
" eDn gli tJ{{hi, witb needles" have been injudioiously aLlded as explanatory of 
the sense in "hich the trntl!';lator ulHkntood it .. 

1114. lnto tbis geographical 81'1'01' our author muat han' b(>en led by the report 
of the nl1ti~tIS. J n all. part!! of the Eat there teeml to be • dispotitic:m to believe 
Dnd to persuade otbeN, that sevet'Q) riven proceed f'r-bm one common source 
(genera)}y a lake), and aft"nvards diver~, in their progresl t01V8rdll the sea j 
however contrary this may be to the known operationll of .. ture. That there is no 
liuch eommunitr of origin btttwoen the river T.im-tBng, 'Upon "bicb Hang-cMu 01'" 

}{in.sai mnds, And the 1'i1'lel' CItanK, which .. pticA itself' at .tfrno§, is obvious 
from illllpeetion 01 ibemaps of 'China j but .t tINt IMnDe !time it "iU be lleea ... t 
the 90Urces of tbe Chang and 1.IMMe of the great..l'iver'tUt pueee by Fu-dteu, the 

capital 
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capitAl of tbe pro.,ince, are in the same mounhtn.& and Ma, be saN to be inter· 
mingled. It mAy also be observed that the northern branch of the latter river, 
"hich p09~('1I Ibr rily of Kien-nillg, is separated only by another ridge from tM 
BOOtce8 of the Tt;i(tI~ang or river of Hnng-<"~u i ane! this IIOrt of conncJlion of 
the cJ:lrellll'l, by the intervention of a middlo term, may have gtven rise 10 tbe 
mistaken idea Rrlopt<>d hy Ortt author, upon a suhject of which he .... all not lik~lJ' to 
hove any pradicni knowledge. 

1115. The city of 1'ing-c/ttu answering 10 the name of Tin-gui or Tift-gill, fltand. 
Dear the w(,.'Item border of the province of :F'o-Jden, amongst the mOllntai"~ that 
give source' to the Chang, mentioned in the preceding Note, butnpOl' :'I1'iver that 
eml)tieFl itsf'lf IIrar till' city of ChM-Cheu, in tbe provinoe of KtlfWlg-i(J~. his 
not, howe~{> r, at the pr(>8ent day, tho fleat of porcelain works, whieh B1"!' princi. 
pany cRrried on at the town of Ki1f~N:hing, in the neighbouring proviute of 
Kicmg.,i, W(· mlty prel!Ume that the &eat of tbe manufacture, a.t any period, is 
determined hy the facility of procuring the proper earths, which will no.turally 
be exhausted in one place and discovered in anotber. In a modern map of J-{J./dm 

that h08 just reached my handa, I perceive that Ting-cheu stands in fact near tbe 
sources of two rivers which f'Wpty themselvC8 I1t the principal ports of tbat pr0-

vince. 

1116, " Le megMe commun pour Ie 6ervice de la table" 88.yl\ P. Trlgault 
U est de t{'rrc, que Jo plus-part des Europeells (je ne,;yay pourquoy) appeJlent 
" pourcrfllillc, .. 11 B'e n fait de tres-belle en un champ de la province de Kiam 
" (Kiang ... i), Oll i1) 8 une masse de terre dont on a accoustumc III former." P. 11. 
" C'est un erreur " says p, Le Comle "dE" &'imaginer qu'il fuille cent et deux 
" cen .. ans (our uuthor states it to be tbirty or forty) pour preparer la matiere de 
" IIl1'orccillinc, (JI que III composition ell soit fort difficile. Si cela estoit clle ne 
" l!eroit ui si commune, ni u. si bonne march/:." T. j, p. &90. In Note 833 I have 
endeavoured 10 shew that the word H pOrcelain" or U parcetlaD8 " waR, applied by 
Europeans to the ('o.rthen"'arp of Chinll, frol1ll the resemblance of its \'arnieh fit 
glazing, and pel'haps of ill! colours al90, to that of the beautiful "hell so named, 
whilst the lihell itself uerived its opp('.llation from the curved or gihhous shape of 
its upper IlUrmce, wbicb WAil thought 10 rellemble the back .of a porcdln or little 

bog. 

1117. " AlRsi tell v aSBS seebent peu a peu" sayll tbe same writer, " et 00 'j 

" applique la peioture a loisiT, lonqu'on juge que Ie fond C8t propre a 18 rete
d voir •.. Aprel! touteR cell preparation!!, on met lea vases dans los fnurneaus, ou 
" on .Uville un feu lent et uoiforme, qui lell cuit $lLD1! lea rampre." P. 237. 

4 C 2 1118. Th .... 

BOO'" 11. 
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TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

11 J8. There ill in this avowol a character of ingenuousnetls that strongly per .. 
vades the whole or our author's relation, but moree"pecially thOlle parts in which 
he mllkes any aBusion to himself personally. 

1 J J9. " Let! Chinois " says Du Halde "ont deux sortes de Jangues ; run vul .. 
H gaire et propre du peuple, qui cst diifcrente tlClon Je ... diverl-lf'8 provinces. 
" I'autre qll'ils appellent la langue mandarine, qui est a peu pres ("e qu'est parmi 
" nous la langue Latine pour lea C("ciesiastiques et lei> s<;:avanll ... La langue 
" mandarine est proprement celie qu'on pllrloit autrefois il la cour dans la pro .. 
U vince de Kiang-nan, ct qui s'est repanduc dans les autres provinces parmi les 
H personne! polies." T. ii, p.224. "Le kouan·/,oo" says De Guigncs "est Je 
" laugage des mandarim, des Jettr!!!. et de toutes les pcrsonnes in"truiles. Le 
" lliang-Jan ('st Ie patois ou Ie langage du peuple." "Le llinng-tan n'e"l qu'un 
" kouan-ilOlf corrompu > c'est un patois qui varie suivant les provinces OU 1'00 pro .. 
" nonce mieux, principalement dans Ie Kiang4'lan ." T. ii, p. sgS.5. "Le langage 
u des mandRril1~" says Van Braam If ellt 1,. seul qui soil seo)blable dans tout 
" l'empire; mais d'une province it. un~ aulre, il y R chnngemcnt de dllllect(>, et 
II nos domestiqucs de Canton avaieot beaucoup de peine a entendre Ie Jangage 
" des Cbinois des autres partiell " T. ji, p. 110. 

1120. This division or India (to which name our author givee a very extensive 
signification) will be adverted to more particularly in tbe Notel:i to Cbap. xxxvii, 
of tbe following Book. 

J 121. See B. I, Chap. i, Note 45, and B. II, Chap. xxvii, Note 738. 

1122. Se,e_B.I, Chap. i , Note 68. 

1123. It may be presumed tbat the eea<.harts here spoken of were chiefly in the 
hand. of Arabian pilou, who navigated from tbe Persian gulf to India and China, 
and who might have added the Iftuits of their experience to the information 
derived from the geographical work of Ptolemy. 

BOOK 
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BOOK III. 

CHAPTER I. 

Of India, distinguished into the ("..reater, Lesser, and Middle; if the 
manners and customs if its inllalJitauts; if mall!! remarkable and 
e.rlraordifUJrg things to be ouscrocd there; and, in tht: firs t place, Qf 
the kind 'l/ tlcsselt employed in navigation. 

IJAVlNG treated in the preceding parts of our work, of various 
provinces and regions, we shall now take leave of them, and proceed 
to the account of India, the admirable circumstances of which shaH be 
related. We shall commence with a description of the ships employed 
by the merchants, which are built of fiT~tjmbcr.1l24 They have a single 
d~ck. and below this, the space is divided into about sixty small cabins, 
fewer or morc, according to the size of the vessels; each of them 
afionling accommodation for one mcrcha.nt.1I2~' They are provided 
with a good helm. They have four masts, with as many sails, and 
some of them have two masts which can be set up and lowered again~ 
as may be found nccessary.1I26 Some ships of the lRrgcr class have, 
besides (the cabins), to the number of thirteen bulk·heads 01" divisions 
in the hold, formed of thick planks let into each other (inco#rati, 
mortised or rabbeted). The object of these is to guard against accia 
dents which may occasion the vessel to spring a leak, such as striking 
on a rock or receiving a stroke from a whale; a circuJDstance that not 
unfrequently occurs; for, when sailing at night, the motion through the 
waves causes a white foam that attracts the notice of the hungry animal. 
10 expectation of meeting with food, it rushes violently to the spot, 
strikes the ship, and often forces in some part of the bottom. lI27 The 
ware!" running in at the place where the injury has been sustained, 
makes its way to the well, which is alws kept clc&r. The crew, 
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BOOK III. upon discovering the situation of the leak, immediately remove the 

C goods from the division affected by the water, which, in consequel\ce HAP. I. 

of the boards being so well fitted, cannot pass from one division to 
another. They then repair the damage, and return the goods to that 
place in the hold from whence they had been taken.l l211 The ships are 
all double·planked: that is, they have a course of sheathing-boards 
laid over the planking in every part. These are caulked with oakum 
both withinside and without, and are fastened with iron nails. They 
arc not coated with pitch, as the country rloc~ not produce that article, 
but the bottoms are smeared over with the following preparation. The 
people take quick-lime ami hemp. which latter they cut smail, and with 
these, when pounded together, they mix oil procured from a certain 
tree, mnking of the whole a kind of unguent, which retains its viscous 
properties more firmly. and iN R. better material than pitch. II :l!.l 

Ships of the largest size require a crew of three hundred men; others, 
two hundred, and some, one hundred and fifty only. acc~ding to their 
greater or less bulk. They carry from five to six thousand baskets (or 
mat-bags) of pepper. ll3O In former times they were of greater burthen 
than they are at present; but the violence of the Rea havillg in many 
places broken up the islands, and especially in some of the principal 
ports, there is a want of depth of water for vessels of Imch draught, 
and they have, on that account, been built. in latter times, of a .!Imallcr 
.ize. The vessels are likewise moved with oar~ or !'weeps, each of 
which require four men to work them. Those of tlfe I:trgcr class 
ate accompanied by two or three large barks, capable of containing 
abollt one thousantl baskets of pepper, lind arc manned with sixty, 
eighty, or one hundred sailors. These smaU. craft are olten cmplo"ed 
to tow the larger, when working their oars, or even under sail, pro. 
vided the wind be on the quarter, but not when right aft j because in 
that case, the sails of ,the Jarger "essel must becalm those of the 
smaller, which would. in consequence. be run down. The ships al80 
carry with them as many as te~ smaH ""oats, for the pm-po!e of catrying 
out anchors, for fishing, and a variety of other services. They are 
Blung over the sides, and lowered into the water, when ther-e is occaaioR 
to use them. The barko ... like manner, provided with their .mall 

boats. 
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b06U. Wben a ship baving heen OIl a voyage for a year or more, 
stands in need of repair, the practice is, to give her a course of sheath
ing -over the original boarding, forming a third course, which is caulked 
and paid in the same manner as the others; and this, when she needs 
further repairs. is repeated even to the number of six lay~rs; after 
which ~he i~ condemned as unserviceable and 1I0t sea_worthy.)131 Having 
thus described the shipping, we shall proceed to the account of India; 
but in the fil'st instance we shall speak of certain islands in the part of 
the ocean where we are at present, and ahall commence with the island 
named Zipangu. 

NOTES. 

1124. The vegetable productions and c~pecially the timber of southern or 
maritime India being different rrom the kinds known in Europe, it jg improperly 

(if our author is actually Hpcaking of Jndian 9bir~ ) that the Ilhip-timber is Aaid in 
tllC text hi he the ab('le and ::apino, as neither the abies 1I0r piDuR are found (in 
any acces<;iblr situation) between the tropics. nul, irregular as it may seem, 
there will in the ~equel he found rea~on to conclude that he is describing 9hipf$ 
built in China, although ror the Indian trarle. 

1125. In tht, Latin of the BasIc edition thp nllmbE'r or these cahins ill stated at 

forty, lind they nre said to be upon, not beneath the upper deck. We know little 
of the interior of Indian vessf'ls hefore the period of European intercourse, but 
in modern timeR their cabins are usuolly upon the after part of the quarter deck . 

J 126. On the ,," uhject of vessels with foul' milst ll sec Note 60. No mention i8 
mnde of topmasts in any modern description of Chinese junk, " lIor is it cit'ar that 
such arc here meant. The expt'('Asions mny ralhE'r be und('ntood of maRts capa

ble of be-ing raised or lowered in the manner of tholle belongillg to our lighters, 
lind the Sf>!Ise of the passage may be: " They hllve fo ur mRHts (with ali many 
n sails) j two of which may be set up or lowered, as occasion may requirc." 

1121. TJuJt nccidelltR not unfrequently happen to ships from running Alotaiost or 
receiving the stroke 01 whale~ , is matter of notoriely ; hul it is probable that 
tbele aro 8~t'dom thtl aggressors, and exert their pr<lIligiow. force only in self-de

fenee, "hen struck by the ahip j in their slcel~ as it iM generally supposed. 

1128. "La 
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1l!l8. "La cale dee aorume8" says De Guignes, speaking of the Chinese junb 
which make voyages to J(tM and other islands " elt diviKce en pluaieurs comparti
,. mt'ns faits de planches de deux pouees d'epaiR8Cur, et calfaiCell 60lgneudcmenl, 
" nil18i que le8 deborA, avec de la galegalcJ et;pcce de malllic compo~c de chaux 
" ("1 d'huile appeIee tong-yrou, et meM avec des filM Mlics de bambau. La gale
U gale sf'dllreit dansl'eau et devient impenetrable. Un Bcul puils pluee au pied 
" du grand mat suffit pour tenir la jonque iL sec; on Ie vide avec dellllcea lix. 

" C'eat un grand avantagc pour eel bAtimens que d'avoir leur cale divi~ct'l en 
" compartimeol •.. car sj un navire touche sur un rocher ct en est enfonce, I'eau 
" ne penetre que dans un endroit, ct ne Be rcpand pas par-touL" '1'. ii, P tlOO. 
Had the page of MARCO POLO Jain before M. De Guignes when he WI"ote, he 
eould not have furnished Hny matter more illulltrati\'e of the dCO'ICription ill our 
text. By comparing what is said in the last sentence, of thi .. chaptt'r, with the 
conclusion of chapter iv, it will 00 seen thllt our author hUll not yt't prO<'e('dt"d to 
the account of India, nor finally taken leave of the Chinetle ports. 'fhe shippilllt 
here describt'd is (,onsequently that of tht" latter country. 

1129. This mode of preserving the lK>ltoms of their ves'*lls ill COllllnon to the 
Cbinese and the Indians. "At Surat" sayl! Grose" t1u:y CXt'c! in the art of 
"lIhip-building, Their boUomii and sides Hrc composed of planKS let into olle 
" another, in the nature, 811 I apprehend, of what i ll called rabbet work, so that 
" the seams are impenetrable. "'hey have also a peculiar way of preserving 
" their IIhips-bottolDs, by occasionally rubbing into them an oil they call wood-oil, 
" which the piau]", imbil)('." Voy.to tbe East Indics, vol. i, p. 107. The mix
ture of chunam or limc with Ii rcsinoull oil, or with melted dammar, is commonly 
known in the dock-yards of India by the !lame of gut-gul. "Thero would be no 
" exaggeration " adds Gro .. c " in avcrring tbat they (the native!» build iacom
" parably the best ships in the world (or duration, and tbat o( any size, even to 
" a thOURllnd ions und upward~ ... It is not uncommon ff)r ont' of them to last a 
" century." P. lOR. 

J 130. Of tbe burt ben of these veRse}& we cannot judge witbout knowing tbe 
dimensions or capacity of the spm-la, which roily perhaps be intcoded for those 
large balkelB, called" canillen" by our people, in which lupr i8 packed for 
e:rportation at Batavia. "The ship I saw buildill~" says Stavorinu8 " WDII 

" intended to load 1,900 cnnassers of sugar, or 190 tasbl," Voy. to the East 
Indies, vol. iii, p. 23. The last is said to bt: equal to twelve barrels, 

113!, This, it Ulust be allowed, i& a very extraordinary mode of repairing a 
ship's bottom. Such Ii practice !Day bave 8eeh the consequence of the temot, 
above described, becoming 'IIiwd, between the original plank and tbe sheatbior, 
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that the lattor could not be stripped oil', without injul·jng tbe (ormer. It may be 
conjectured, indeed, thllt these additional coatings were not of boardH, but only 
of the glll·gul or composition, laid on witbout IIcraping nwny the former incrusta
tion j yet I am assured that it is not uncommon, in the East indian dock-yauls) to 
by ODe coat of sbeathing over another. 

CHAPTER II. 

Of the island 0/ Zipangu.II:I'J 
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Z/P.ANCU is an island in the eastern ocean, situated at the distance of CHAP,II. 

~bout fifteen hundred miles from the main land or coast of Mardi. lI33 

It is of considerable size; its inhabitants have fair complexions, arc well 
mnde, and arc civilised in their manners. Their religion is the worship 
of idols. They are indcpcntlent of every foreign power, and governed 
only by their own kings. lJ :u They have gohl in the greatest abundance, 
its sources being incxhaustibJc,JI:N but as the king cloes not allow of its 
being exported, few merchants "isit the country, nor is it frequented by 
much shipping from other parts. To this ci rcumstancc we are to attri~ 
butc the extraordinary richness of the sovercign's pnl.lce, according to 
...... hat we arc told by those who have access to the place. The entire roof 
is covcred with a plating of gold, in the same manner as we cover houses. 
or more properly churches, with lead. The ceilings of the hlills are of 
the same precious metal; many of the apartments have small tables of 
pure gold considerably thick; and the winuows ulso have golden orna· 
meots.U36 So vast, indeed. are the riches of the palace, that it ia im-
possible to convey an idea of them. In this island there are pearls also, 
in large qnanttties, of a red (pink) colour, round in shape, and of great 
size; equal in value to, or even exceeding that of the white pearls.1l37 

It ia customary with one part of the inhabitants to bury their dead, and 
with anoiher part, to burn them.IIM The former ha\'e a practice of 
putti'Dft one of these pearls into the mouth of the corpse. There are 
.flo found there a number of precious stones. 

4D Of 



BOOKIIf. 

CHAr>, n. 

TRAVELS OF MARCO POLO. 

Of so great celebrity wa~ the wealth of this island. that a desire was 
excited in the breast of the Grand khan, Kuhla'i, now reip-ning, to make 
the conquest of i(, and to annex it to his dominions.1Ui In order to 
effect this, he fitted ant a numerous fleet, and embarked a Jarge body 
of troops, under the command of two of his princij)al officers, one of 
whom wa.,; named Ahbacatan, and the other, Vonsancin. U40 The cxpe~ 
dition sailed from the ports of Zailun and Kin30i. lIu and crossing the 
intermediate sea, reached the island in safety; but in consequence of a 
Jealousy that arose between the two commandel's, one of whom treated 
the plans of the other with contempt nnd resisted the execution of hi" 
orders, they were una!JJe to gain pO!:lsession of allY city or fortified place, 
with the exception of' one only, which was carried by assault, the garri
son having refused to surrender. Directions were given for putting the 
whole to the ~wordJ and in ohf'riience thereto the heads of all were cut 
off, exccptill~ of eig-ht persons, who by the efficacy of a diabolical 
charm. consisting of a jewel or amulet introduced into the right arm, 
between the ~kin and the flesh, were rendered secure from the effects of 
iron, dther to kill 01' wound.. Upon this discovery being made, they 
were beaten with a heavy wooden club, and presently died. II•2 

It happened after some time that a north wind began to blow wjth 
great force, and the ships of the Tartars, which lay near the shore of 
the island, were driven foul of each other. It was determined there~ 
lIpon, in a. council of the officers on board, that they ought to disengage 
themsch"es from the land; and accordingly, as BOon as the troops were 
reembarked, they stood out to sea. The gale however increased to so 
vioient a. degree, that a number of the v<cs;sels foundered. The people 
b~lollging to them, by floating upon pieces of the wreck. saved thew .. 
selves upon an island Jying about four miles from the coast of Zipanp .. 
The other ships, which not be.iDg 80 near to the land, did not suB'er 
£i'om the storm, and on which the two chiefs were embarked, together 
with the principal oBicer.B, ortbose whose rauk · eDtitled them to com .. 
mand an hundred thousand or ten thousand men, directed their cou.rae
homewards, and returned to the Grand khan. Tho •• of tb. Tart"" •. 
who remained upon the island where they were _ked, and who 
amounted to about thirty u..sand men, finding themselves left without 
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shipping, abandoned by their leaders, and having neither arms nor pro
visions, expected nothing less than to become captives or to perish; 
especially as the island afforded no habitations where they could take 
shelter and refresh themselves. As soon as the gale ceased and the 
sea became smoot\' and calm, the }leople from the main island of 
Zipangu came over' with a large force, in numerous boats, in order to 
make prisoners of these shipwrecked Tartars, and having landed, pro
ceeded in search of them; but in a straggling, disorderly manner. The 
Tartars, on their part, acted with prudent circumspection, and being 
concealed from view by some high land in the centre of the island, 
whilst the enemy were hurrying in pursuit of them byoncroud, madea 
circuit of the coast by another, which brought them to the place where the 
fleet of boats was at auchor. l<'inding these all abandoned, but with their 
colours flying, they instantly seized them; and pushing oft' from the 
island, stooel for the principal city of Zipangu, into widell, from the 
appearance of the colours, they were sufi'ered to enter unmolested .llia 
Here they found few of the inhabitants besides women, whom they re. 
tained for their own use, and drove out all otbers. When the I;ing was 
apprized of what had. taken place, he was much afflicted, and immedi
ately gave directions for a strict block:J.de of the city, which was so effec
tual that nol any person was suffered to cnter or to escape fi·om it, during 
six months that the siege continued. At the expiration of this time, the 
Tartars rlespaidng of succour surrcndCl·ed upon the condition of their 
lives being spared, These e\'ents took place in the course of the year 
Ifl64,IIH The Grand ldum ha\·jng learned some years after, that the 
unfortunate issue of the expedition was to be attdbuted to the dissen. 
tion, between the two commanders, caused the head of on!! of them to 
be cut off, the other he sent to the savage island of Zorza,lH!> where il 
i. the custom to execl1tc criminals in the following manner. They are 
wrapped round both arm~, in the hide of a buffalo fresh taken from the 
beast, which is sewdn tight. As this dries it compresses the body to such 
a degree. that the sufferel' is incapable of moving or in any manner help .. 
ing himself, and thus miserably perishcs. II J.G 

NOTES. 
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NOTES. 

1132. The name which is h£'f£', 88 wen as in the 8. M. a-l B!rIta IDI.DU,enpt., 
written Z'pangu, in thE' .fJaf\:lf> edition, Zipangri, in the ,1F.:'."Latio Cpmpop, 
Bod in the early Italian epitomes, Cimp<1gu, il! evidenarlnt!!orled for those 
islands which we in a collective sensc, term Japan. By 'be Cbille~ thE'Y are 
named (;t'-pr:n (JYl1cR, according to the orthography of De Guignes, or Jill.pun 
according to that of Mon'illon) Bnd from thence all the olher names are more or 
less obviouhly derived. The terminating syllable gu IIppellt"M to be the Chinese 
word kue, signi(~ing" kingdom," which is commonly annexed to the names of 
foreign countrjc~. It l.aq heen already rcmarJ..cd (Note 105)th,t in the Venetian 
dialect of halLin, frequent Uh(, i 8 made of the Jetter t, in place of the 110ft g or 
the English j (a'l zt:nUI for gmtilt:, :ogo for gio(o), and we may conl>id('r Z i-pnn. 
gu, a9 writt~n Gi-pan-gu or Ji.plIII-gu, which differ scarcely at all from the 
genuine prcmulicialiotl. "fA' r;"·pen" soya P. Amiot" cst aimll appclle parce 
II qu',1 e~t silue, par rapport it In Chine, dan9 J'cndroit d'oii Ie 90lcil8emble !lortir 
" pour eclolir(>r lc rC9te de l'univcrs." !\fern. concern. lCIL Chinoia, t. xiv, p. 5 .... 

Dy IlIC nali\'('<; lhemsche.; it is called Ni-pon nnd Ni-jun, which have tile il8me 
fo ig-nificatioll and arc written with the samc choradcrs a'i tll(' Chillc~c name. 
", Japonia, indlgeni'l Nipim, jd eAt, solia fulcrum, dida" says Kl£mpfer" f'a est 
U in"ula quam EhroplEi<; primus M. p. V cnetus Zlpangri ignotl£ originis vocabulo 
" indigit<l\it." Amren, Ewtic, p_ 4SI. 

1133. Thc rlil>tanrc of the lI('arest part of the sOlltbet'n i&land from the COAst or 
China, ncnl' Ninfl.-po, 1I0t heinl{ more than five hUlldred Italian miles, we may 
Muppo8e that our Iluth{,r, ill stating it at fifteen hundr('d, sp('sks ofChillelle miles, 
or I"~ which are in the proportiu" of tlOmethiog more than one· third of the former. 

11.?~. Political independence is a characterh;-tic of the Japanel!e nation, which 
doc! not appeltr, at llny period of itl history, to ha,'e been brou~ht permanently 
undel' a forej~n yoke. "Jalous: de leur independaoce, les JHponais 8e lIoot mig 
" it. l'abri de toutc usurpation ctrangere, par dee loix lages et une cireonepec
u tion sans nemplt'." Thunberg, Voyage en Afrique et en A,ie, P.4J .... 

J 185. " GolJ, the ricbest of all metals" lays Kempfer U ill dug up in severo I 
" provinces of tbe Japane!le empire." "The emperor claims the 8upremejuriso 
I I diction over all the gold minefl, and ind&e'd an other mines in the empire ..• et 
" the produce of all tbe minet! that are worked, he claims two-thirds." Hi,t. of 
.Tapan, v. i, p, J07. "But of Jate, as I ".1 informed," he add. 'I tbe veins ••• not 
41 only run &carcer, butyielrlnot.aear the qUBotit,. of gold they did formerly." Ibid. 

1136. K .... pler 
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J 116."Klern,rel'; ep£'lIkiftg of one of the !lncil'lIt kings of Japan, lays, " He BOOK HI. 
fe, CIItt8Pd a' .1,.'" pal~cel flamed /.:Qjatu, to be built for his residence, the floors 
,~ wberpnr, " ... with ~old and eihC'r." Vol. i. p. 82. 'fhi" lIceoun!, though CJ:AP. II. 

perhapil fub,,~oCJ~~ Fi!!fiWS the idea enh'rtaincd h) the nntivC!' of the magllificence of NoMt. 

their fimucr 6?Verei;,~:' " Le pnlai~ du roi" ~ny'l 1'. ,\-t!.liol, from Chinese au(ho~ 
ritics " se fuit r('nlll ~ler rar Is hllmiere lIingulicre dont iI ('~t conlltruit. C'c.t 
C( un vilHte t'difict', line hautenr ('xtntf"lrdinaire; iI Q Ilt'uf Cta~('~, et prcsente de 
U tOUII colell un ('xterieur hrillant de I'or Ie plus fin." Mem. t. xiv, p. 55. Modern 
trncller!!, it must be ob~erved) speak only of gilding. 

IIS7. " Pearls, by IhC' .1Rpnne~e called kail1ntnmma" says KrempR'r, " which 
" i8 811 much as ~o say, I' tu'lI.j[>tVE'is, lirE' fOllnd almost ('\ery when' about S(likokf, 
" in oystf'rs nnd liE'veral oth[>r ~hell!l. R,·u.v body i!! at liberty to fish thl'!m." 
V. i, p. J 10. .. Lt·!! j(}lIqu~~," !'ays De GUigll(,B, ~ 1)('akil1g of the Chinf'se trade 
with Jnpan, U redf'l1lJcnt en Octobrf' avf'C It-s v('nts du nord, ct rnpportent des 
" pf'rlt'fi filll'<t;, de !'or, du cuivn' rOllgp, &c." '1'. iii, p. ~O l. With reflfJed to 
pearlq of u pink or flame co lour, I find tIll' fililowing noti('e in II. (ral·t by the latc 
AI('XlIllIl('r Dairy mph·, E'litillf'd " II. Plan for I:"xtending the commerce of thil4 
kingdum, &('." where in dt'!lcribing a buy on the {'oa:-I 01 BClI"nro, he says: " In 
" anrij 'lIt timr'l many ]learl,; wl'rr found herl.'; at prl'~('nt not !l0 many: the cnpis 
U sCf'llIlitll(' differf'llt but in ~izt" from the tcrp.'1c (or large pl'arl-oysh'r): tl\('}' nre 
( onl) ahcmt four indlt''I ill diul1lt't('r; few are withont pearll', most of them haye 
" j;(·v<'r:. I, !;1'llCrally peril'ctly rouno, though comlllonly I'mall; the ('Qltltlr is 

" differj 'nl from the IrrP'lJf pf'urlo. ; in .. tend of that lucid "hite, tli('J urp gelieraHy 
" of a fire·wlour, not ~' ell(\\v, hut of a vivid lrumpurency. III a parcel hrought, 
U to Sooloo in 176-1, by some iJuggul:'se from Malloodoo, there was one ofa very 

" fill£' whilt:! wntt'r, rOllnd and prl'Uy lurgt'; and al!'o above sixty firl.'-c(lloured, 
" perf('ctly round ami extremely fin(', though JIlo!ltly ~mall, from I to 7 i grllins 
H each." P.612. In Mr. Cortliner'" I)('srription 01' Cpylon also, it i~ said: "The 

" peads ill gpnl"ral ure of n brigll! lihining white; but a few are sometimes found 

" of a beautiful pink." Vol. ii, p. 69. 

1138. It ill nec(>!lSl\ry to mention that two r('\i;;on .. prevail amoll~t the people' 

of Japan: the anciellt, or thatof the Sin/os, who worllhip IIpirits, mlled by them 
sin and knmi, and the mOllern (i)('ing suhse<luent to th£' date of the Christian era) 

or dlat of lIlt' Bm/~'dOl, wor!lhippen of the Indian Buddha, under the name'S of 
Fo-to.ke nlul BIlIIs/I. or tbelie the lattl"r only, btlt who l'oll'ltitutc hy f,lr tbe more 
namerou~ du.'! .. , 8re ill tbe praclice of burning the bodies· of their dead. "Ooe 

" tbi.g" aays K~inpfl'r " remains worthy of oh&E'r\'ing, which jll, thnt many 
H and perhaps the greulefit pat't of those who in their life· time constantly 

u , pr.ofefJsed the Sintol religion, ud even IOrQ~ of the Sjulotjul or morali!lts, 
" recommend 
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" recommend their souh on tbeic dflalh.bed to the care of the Budl. clergy, 
" desiring that the namonda might be sung lOr them, and their bodks bam,' tmd 
U buried, after the manner of the Dudsdoists. The adherelltt of the Sintcn 
u religion do not believe the PytharoN>an doctrine orthe tra,nsmigration of fOuls, 
(( although almost univenally received by the entltern notione," HiBtory of Jupan, 
1'01. i, p. ~IS. In the French translation of the Truels of Thunberg, but on 
the authority of Georgi, who gives 8n account of Il Japanese- college established 
by the Russian government at Irkutz in Siberia, the RSIiPriinn of the existence of 
tbis cudom in Japan is more direct and pOfiitive. "Leg Jilpolluis" says the 
wrill"r H beMent ou entcrrent leurs morts; ces deux m(othodeK exigent des 
" ceremonies religieu~es. qui cOlisi.;tent cn icteR pour marqucr Ie dellil, ou {'II 
" m6moire du dCfunt." P. 441. In Tbunberg's ownjournlll be suys: u l'lusieurll 
" personnCfl m'ossurcrent qu'ila n'avoient choisis un endroit eloigllll pour entt'trcr 
" It' mort que pour Ie In(Hcr scion l'usage du pays, sur laquelle je u'ui pu me 
" procurer deb' renseignmens positifs." P. ~O. 

The opportunitit'!;I afi'or()cd to EUI't>PCItIlIl in modt'rn times, of observing the 
religious customs of the Japancse is "Ny limited, but it WOII othel'wisc during the 
period wht'll Christianity flouri !;hed in those idand~. In L ' lJistoirc Eccl('!iiulltique 
du .Japon by P. F. Solier, pI'iDted ;111627, there is a circumstuntial account (p. 51) 
of the funeral ceremony, by which it appearll thilt the bod)' is consumed on u pile 
of wood in 0 foue, raiscd to the level of the ground, and the ashe'! anerwarch~ 
interred. It will be odmith .. d that such 0 ('UiIlCidt'lIcc ot' facts is no weak prool' 
of authenticity on the part of our nuthor'$ relution ; and the )'Ntder lIlay be )r(j 
to apply wbat is here established with rt'~pect to the cURtom!' of the Jupan"l>f~ 

Budsdoists, to the question diRcus~t'd in Note %3, whether that of burRing the 
dead " '08 not formerly practised, in like milliner, amongst the Bhutldillhl of 
Cbina. 

1139, " La 8cizieme annce de 7'cM-,yurn (1279), Ch,.·l:rou (li-ubfaJ) lie trouvuut 
" maitre de loute la Chi nt', par Ja reduction de loules les plllceR qui uYoi('nf tenu 
" jusqu'alors pour les SOling, remfU ijcrieuscmenl it lourner SCM armt'R du c6t6 
" du Jopon. II assemhla son con~eil, et lui pl'OpO~o son deBgein. II di!: '1..a 
" famille de SoUtlJr est tHeinle; tout Ie montle me regarde a present comme Ie 
" &eul emperour tie In Cbine j III plupart des royaumct tributuil'c!I m'out dllja 
~, reconnu com me tel, et ont CUyoye leurs amba"adeut'8 pour me reBdre 
H hom mage. Les Japonnis u'out encore fait Hueune demarche: a en juger pnr 
" leur conuuite, on diroit qu'il! veult'nt me braver. Il est tern!! de leur fairo 
U cOllnoitre queUe Cijt la puissance des Moogotlx. .le suis reaolu de ne plus 

" ditferer iL les chfitier. Qu'on donne del! ordres it, mes t!ujets du Kiang-nan, , 
" du FON-kitR, du llo-nQlt et du Chan .. umg, POlf1' III con.truction de lIix ceQ!' 
"vai68oeaus:; et quand tout &er. pri!t, qu'oum'averW&C."· Mem. concern.le. -

CbiDOi~, 
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CbiAOis, t. xiv, p. 68. The unjustifiable motives for this invasion implited to BOOK ilL 
Ku6lai, as well in the furegoing extract us by our Buthor, aro denounced with 
«reat severity and eloquence by a Chillc8e writer, who conclud~ hill ob&ervations CHAP. H. 
on tbe character of the monarch, with these words! " 0'00. viellt done, malgre "'·O!~. 
" toutes ce~ difficultcs, qlle lloupilui.hnn s'ellt ob&tinc iL y purter la guerrc! 11 
u avoit OUI dire lions douto que ees royaumeli etoient riche<! en bUoux et en choees 
" rares qu'il avoil la cupiditc de s'approprier; mais falloit-it risquer 111 ,lie de 

" taot d'hommcs et prodigucr Ie liang de scs 5ujclq pour des choses de pure 
" curios)l!! l Un bon prince o'en e.git point ainsi," Hist. gen. de la Chine, f. ix, 
p.4W. Note. 

lJ40. These namell appear to be intended for Abaka-kkan, a Mungal or 
Mughul, aud Vang' sQfI-chin, a Chinese. Mllny of the latter nation were employed 
hy KI/b!nj', both in civil and military capacities, and rendered him good service. 
P. l\miot, !JOI\'('\'N, I'I pcllk~ of Fang~uCtl·/lou all the comnmnder·in.dlief, !lnd adds 
the IIHIlIC of 1:~in;/im.lrhUlg, whilst IIccordillg to thp. elder Oe GuigllC!!, they 
werc IIHlIICd lJal'gllU nnd Alalmi. Our author'!! authority i~ at leaMt as plausible as 
that of the other,;, who cannot Oath be correct. 

J 141. By the port of Zaitun is probably meant Amo:lJ, and by Kinsai, tlle 
port o\" Nillg.po or of Clm.san, which Arc at the entrance of tbe river which flows 
b)' JItJlIg'r/tcllju, the KitJ·sai of our author. 

1 H 2. Tile idea of being rendered invulnerable by the use of amulets is comDlon 

amongst the ilative!! of the eustcrn idandil. De Barros, the historian, relates tbe
cirCllmslancf' of a Mnlay whom Ih(' Portuguese in vain alh'mpted to put to death, 
so long a~ he wort' a bracelet contllining a hone lIet in gold l which rendered him 
proof abaillst their swol'ds. "Algus d(ls mnrinheiros" he says "cnffiO <'Ill' l'inha 
" bem (ralado no ve~tidt'), come~ando de 0 ellbulhar, acertariio de lhc achar hua 
U manilha de 0880 encastoada. em oro da fitcc de cima, e ossa da banda dn carne 
'4 de brat,:o, doude a clle traz;u: tirada D q ual, se YDZOU todo em sangue e 
« espirou." Segunda dCf:udn, liwo sex to, folio Ig5. The amulet wall al\etward& 
tl1lDsmittcd, as a valuable present, to the Viceroy, AifoR80 d'Alboquerque. 

1143. If lhe original operations were directed, as might be presumed, against 
the ancient capital, we should infer that the dty here spoken of, was Osakka, 
situated at the mouth of the riyer UpOll which, at lIome distance from the cont, 
ftlio-lco stands, Dnd which is known to hue been formerly much frequented by 
CbinClie ,shipping. But Dccording to P. Gnubil the island wall that of Ping·lrou 
er Fil'tDldo, near the city of Nangruaki i Dot then a place of 80 much importance 

IlS it baa since beeome. 
114&. The,e. 


