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SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH. KNT. 

RECORDER OF BO.!IBAY. 

sm, 

WHILE you arc impal·ting new light 

to tho~e regions. so gloriously illuminated by the 

genius and thc virtnes of the late Sir William Jones, 

will you allow a Travdlcr to ex:-c-!ss his thoughts 

10 you in contemplating your character and situ

ation? I cannot but felicitate that racc of my fel-

10w-cl'('atllrc~ who are placed within t~le protec

tion of your judicial care; yet, in reconecting how 

many listened to you with delight in this country. 

I feel your distance from it, in one point of vicw. a 

source of national regret. Conscious that these 

sentiments are silleerc, I am encouragcd by them 

to request, that you will honour with indulgent 

acceptance, a book, whpsc author has endeavoured 

to unite amusement and information. 



· 
VI DED1CATJON. 

Doubtful· of success in cach of his purposes, he 

i~ anxwus'to conciliate favour, by introducing his 

pcrformarlce to the Public under .the· shelter of your 

name : a name that awakens· uni\'crsally the 're

speet duc to the beneficent exertions of knowledge 

and irresistible eloquence. 

That. health and fdicity may attl''Jld you, in those 

scenes 'of arduous duty "I."re your gracious Sove

reign .has .. ~tationcd )'ou; alld that you Illa), return 

to thi~ favoureu ;..la,~d, and lr;ng enjoy in it all the 

vario'us re\vards of honOltrtibk. service., i,; the ardellt 

wish of him wlio is, 

With the truest esteem, 

Your faithful and 'obedient sen·ani. 

No. Z. CAR.DEN~CotJ,ftT. Tum .. I', 
.In. JUNE, 160S. 

JOHN CARR. 
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VII.L.21 
THE AGREEMENT. 

THE ground which my pen is about to retmce, has not very 

freqllcntly been trodden by Englishmen. N orthem travellers 

of celebrity, who have favoured the world with the fruil. of 

tht>ir researcheb, have generally appliL'il their leaming and in

genuity more to illustrate the histories of the countries through 

which they have passed. than to delineate their national cha

mctf'ri~ti('". N nturc generally receives OUT last homage; we 

never wander from the contemplation of her ~imple chaml!o>, 
Lut we return to them with plea.·mre. A~ the attt .. mpt. al

though aiming at originality. is not of an a .... pil'illg nature. 1 

feel the more contidence in stating, that the object of the fol

lowing pages is to describe those features which principally 

di!:ltinguish us from our brethren in ot.ht~r r~gionsJ and them 

from each other. 

1 hope that the execution of my wh"hes will at least b(' with

out the fault of jortifyillg those prejudices which so uuhappily 

divide natiulls that ought to he linked together h~' mutual Ion: 

II 



THE AGREEMENT. 

amI au,niration. Whilst I wbh to amuse, I am desirous to fa

cilitate the steps of th""" who may follow me, by giving the 

d«:>tail of coin~. and po~1: charges. and lIJOJIle little forms which 

are necessary to [". observed in a nortbern tour. My descrip

tions follow tbe objects wbich they pencil, and partake of the 

irregularity of their appearance. I write from my feelings; and. 
a.. .. I propose Ulat my Reader shall travel with mt', it is reason

able that he should share some of the inconveniences as well 

as the enjoymt>nts of the ex.cursion. Before we smile together 
in the beautiful islands of Sweden, we must be content to bear -with reliignation the gloom uf her almost intenninable foresb 

of fir. 

If he will lIot commence the Tour upon these term" and 

agree to support without disappointment those vicissitudes of 

amusement and oflanguor, that seldom filiI to diversify all the 

roads both of literature and of life, much as I ,hall lament the 

"'paration, it will be best for both parties, that we ,holllli IlOt 

'wander together over another page. 



NORTHERN SUMMER; 
o. 

TRAVELS 

ROUND TilE BALTIC . 

• 

CHAP. I. 

TlMR OF SET'l'ING PORTK-A WESTERN TOWN-HARWICH-THE POOR 

NORWEGiAN'S TOMH-HELOGOLAND-fI'LOAT1NG 'lfofERRY FACES

HUSUM-A STUHLWAQGON-THE F.Ull-THB WONDEk-NOVEL 

APPLlCATION OF A CHURCH-WALTZR5-A SHOCKING 8SCRET. 

l'r w,e' on the 14th of 1\IIav. 1804. that. impelled by aI. 

ardent dt'Sirc of cont('lIIplating tilt' great and interesting ,"oillme 

of man, and by the hope of ameliorating a stat(> of Iwalth 

,v,»ich has too ofteJl awnkenC'd thE> ~()ljcit1Jf)c of maternal 

affection, and of friendly 'ympatllY, the writer of tll"'" 1Jll!,"; 

bade adieu to a spot in whiclJ the morning of life bad rolled 

over his head, ~nd which a thousand circum~1:ances 1md en

deared to him. I cannot quit England without casting a 

112 



A WES'J'ERN TOWN. 

lingering look upon my favourite little town of 'fotn"", 

where, as a charnct('ristic, family alliances are so carefully pre

served, that one death gcnt'rtllly stains half the town hlack; 

and where Nature has so united the channs of enlightened 

society, to those of romantic scenery, that had a certain wit 

but tasted of the former, he would have 'pared the whole 

('ounty in whidl it stands, and would not haye answered, when 

ft'qnt'sted to dedare his opinion of tJle good. p('ople of Devoll, 

that the iilrther he travelled westward, the more persuadt-d he 

was that the wise men came from the east. 

The a"gry decrees of renovated war had closed the gates of 

the sollth; the north alone lay expanded before me; if she i::. 

Ies.< enchanting, thought I, perhaps she is the less known, and 

whereever man is, (women of course included) there mu!'t be 

\'cuif'ty: she h~ ... hitherto been contemplated, clad in fnr, and 

gliding with the swiftness of a tight cloud hefore the wind, upon 

her roads of shining snow. J will take a peep at her in her 

~ummf'r garb, and will endeavour to fonn a nosegay of polar 

flowers. 

There is always a little bustle of action and confusion of 

ideas, when a man, about to slip &om lJij. friends, is in the 
• A'" 

agonies of pad<ing "p. My m'p~ly darted &om Illy 
portmanteau, to the politi"'~ with which I WIll 

sUlTOlInded; and, with all<!'&he , vanity whkh generally be-
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10l16'S to a traveller, I resolved to commemorate the period 

of my flight, hy a cursory comment upon the ,tate of my 

country, which, hy the time the last strap was lmcklfti, was 

simply this: A great man had sucocedcd a good one in the 

direction of it::.. aU~lIst destinies, and another being who may he 

considen.>d as the wonder of the west, was preparing amidst 

the blaze of orilliant llovdties to mount the throne of a new 

dynasty; amon~t them was a threat to cover the shores of 

England, with his hostile legions. Nine hundred and nillcty

nine Englishmen, Hut of one thousand, had started into 

martial array, on the sound of tht! haughty menace-patrio

tism. with the bright vciocity of a wild-fire, ran through the 

"alley and over the mountain, till at last it was tiiscUYcl't-d that 

wc might l>c invadeu whenever we pleUS(.>tl, Ministers m .. 're 

more puzzled by their friends, than their enemies; whert' 
• 

streams were eXllected. to flow, torrcllts rolled headlong. alld 

whatt.'\'cr may Uc Ollr animositif'l:', we are at Ica .... t undf'r an 

t!verlasting ooligalion to the J. ... rcnch. for having ('uahlffi us to 

contemplate such a spectacle of loyalty. How I happened to 

leave my oowrtry at this time, it may be proper to explain: 

Devonshire offered, to her lasting honour. twenty thousand 

volunteer defenders of their hOllies and altars, nine thousand 

were only wanted or could be rux.-epted i in the latter. a spjrit~ 

cd Ixxly of my fellow-townsmen, . who honoured me by an 

l\ect.ion to command them, were not included; after encoun

MriOg (and it was equal to a demi.campoign) the .crutinizing 
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eye of militia-men, and the titter of nursery-maids, until awk

wardness yidded to good discipline. and improv~ment had 
taught our observers to respect us, we fOllnd that our intended 

services were superfluous, and I was at lull liberty to go to any 

point of the comp ..... ; so. after the touching scene of bidding 

ndicli to an aged and a beloved mother, whilslshe poured upon 

me many a half-stifled prayer and benediction. I hastened to 

the ~pital, when', ha\'iug furnished myself with the 1Ieces."l8.ry 

passports and letters of introduction to our embassadors jium 

the minister of foreign affairs. a circular letter of credit ami 

bills from the house of Ransom, Morland, and company. upon 
their foreign corwspomlenLo;, and with a packet of very hand

~omj> letters of privati:' introduction, whieh w('re swelled by the 

kindness of Mr. Grill. the Swedish consul. and a pa"'port (in

dispensably necessary to the visitor of Sweden) 1i"Om the baron 

Silvcrhjelm. the enlightened and amiable representJitive of a 

urave and generous nation, 1 proceeded to Harwich, and at 

midnight pa'SSed under the barrier arch of it"t watch-tower, 
which was thrown into strong picturesqm.- varieties of shade, 
ill' its propitious light, which lrom the top /lung its joyous 

lustre owr many a distant wave. '" gladdening to the heart of 
the homeward mariner. 

In the Illoming we weat (I had a companion wi~J"e) 

to the packet-agency; oIIce, where we paid rour guin .... 

..ach for our _"" HUItIIIl; 11. 111.6<1. ror provisiOa' 
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on boon) (seldom tasted); after which douceurs of 10" 6,/, 

.,.ach remained to be paid to the mate, and 7" each to the 

crew, and 5s. apiece to a personage who contMLmtcs so 

largely to human happiness, and particularly to that of En;,

li,hmen, the cook; we also paid ten guineas for thc freight of 

a chariot belon6ring to an a("quaintance at PetPrslmrg, 2s. PCl" 

ton on the tonnage of the vessel, and Is. in tilt' pollnd IIpon 

the value of the said carriage; this aC(Xlmplished. I had 

nothing further to do, but to amuse the time until four o'clock 

in the afternoon, when the Kln·ign mail from I.amIon ar· 

rives. 

The church-yard lay adjoining to the inn: in this !'olemn 

opot, we are not always enabled to indulge in thOSf seriuus 

and salutary reflections, which it ought alont· to in~pire; the 

quaint or ridiculous effusions of the village sehofllmru.tt·r, ami 

the sexton, th~ prolific mortuary laureates, tuo often awaken 

an irresistible smile, by commemomting the mvag(>~ of death 

in some pious pun or holy L'Onundrum; a pcrvel'~,ion whi('h 

well merits the interposition of the cl'c1esiastical ollicer who~' 

power extends oveJ' these region~ of the dend. I had lIot 

wandered far, before a fre.h plain ,lab attract,'<i my notice, and 

by .. inscription informed me that it was raised to the memory 

:iJt captain Christensen, of Kmjore in Norway, who fell by the 

!;lie of his dog, when mad; the tale was simply, but touchingly, 

told, and drew from me the following lines: 



8 HELOGOLAND. 

Ah! hapless stranger! who without a teal' 
Can this sad record of thy fate mrvey l 

No angry tempest laid thee breathleu here, 
Nor hostile sword, nor Nature's soft decay. 

The fond companion of thy pilgrim feet, 
Who watch'd when thou would'st sleep, and rnoan'd if miu'd 

Until he found his master's face so sweet, 
Impress'd with death the hand he oft had kiss'd. 

And here', rcmov'd from love's lamenting eye, 
Far from thy native cat'racU' awful sound; 

Far from tby dusky fortsts' pensive sigh, 
• Thy poor remains repose on allen ground. 
Y .. t Pity oft shall ,it beside: thy stone, 
And sigh as tho' she mourn'd a brother gone. 

SOOIi ait€'r we had ql1itt~l the tomh of the poor N urw('giau, 

the maiLulTivl'd, and at fin:' o'clock a favouring bree7.t; bore U5. 

&om thf' It'sscni ng shoT('. Now. as I am one of those unhappy 

heall!,"" who. likt' Gon7.alo in thl' Tempe!'>t. would at any time 

giv(" one thouNlnd furlongs of ~ea for all acre of harren ground; 

find u .. tht're may be many more who may find the rocking of 

the ocean :-. .nmewhat ullfrit>IltUy to the l"{'gularity of appetite ; 

let me aUvj~ them to lay in some anchovies, lemons. ol1lnge::. 

and a little 1)J'andy: and as we are upon the subject of travelling 

economy. let me also recommend the packing up of a pair of 

leather .heets and a leather piUow-case. in addition to their 

linen ones; the fonner will pJ't'vent the penetration of d~ 

and repel vennin. As we passed OrfordnellS-C8Stle. the sun was 
setting in great glory; and several ships working to windward, 
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and alternately crossing each other, presented the III"'" grace

ful figures: it was such a scene as the chaste spirit of Vernet 

might have hovered oyer with delight. The next day, we 

saw the topmasts of our bm,'e blockaders off the Toxe!; 

it was painful to contemplate the effects of a dire necessity 

which forces us to harass a people, who in their hearts cherish 

no animosity, but against the tyranny which seporates them 

from us. A noble frigate from the squadron passed us 

unde-r 8 cloud of sail, " breasting the lofty surge;" she proudly 
dashed through the foam of the ocean, and to the eye of 

Fancy looked like the palace of Neptune. Her appearance 

reminded me of the nervous, spirited, and Chatham.like excl8~ 
mation of a celebrated wit, upon the same subject: II an 

" English man-of-war is the thing after all: she speaks an 

" languages; is the be>.t negotiator, and the most profound 

H p>Jitician, in this i.sland; she was Oliver Cromwell's emba~ 
U sador; she is one of the honestest ministers of ~tate that ever 

II existed, and never tells a lie; nor will she suffer the proude,t 

u Frenchman, Dutchman, or Spaniard, to bamboozle or give 
u her a saucy answer." 

On the thin! day, a very singular object presented itself, 

it was Helogoland, a vast lofty perpendicular rock rising oul 

of the ocean, and distant about forty-five miles from the nearesl 

shore: it is only one mile in circumference, yet upon its blea~ 

an:! bladeless top, no I .... than three thousand people live II 

C 
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health, prosperity, and happiness. The bardy inhabitanta 
.ubslSt prillcipolly by fishing and piloting, and are oocaoionaIly 

enriched by the destroying angel of the tempest, when the 
reMified observer, looking down upon the atlgJy stonn, might, 

in the moving langunge of the clown in the Winter·, Tale. 

exclaim, .. Oh! the most piteous cry of the poor souls, 10m.,. 
.. Lim .. to see 'em and not to see 'em: now the slUp bering the 

.. moon with her mainmast, and anon swaIlow'd with yest 

.. and froth." But to the honour of the brave Helogolander.;, 

they never augment the horrors of the enraged element. Hu

maRity and honouroble interest impel them gallantly to n.ce 
the storm, and snatch the sinking IIIIIrinfr, and the sad remains 

orhi. floating fortune, &om the deep : they never suffer the love 

of gain to .xcite any other exclamation than that of thanks to 

God; not that the storm has happened, but that the ocean has 

not .... allow~ up all the wreek from them. How unlike a 

body of barbBrians who iRrest the west of England, ItIld 

prefer plund"" to the preservation of liIe, and who have been 

eveo known to destroy it, whilst struggling with the waves, for 

the oak. of a ring or a bauble, and who are acoustomed in the 

,pring of every year, to speak of the last roreck ........ as a good 
or n bad one, II£COrding to the violence or moderation of the 

preceding .. inter ,-

• I aUude to the wrecken of Hope Cott, ncv Kinl'm •. 
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The HelogoI8aden are a fme healthy race of people, re

marimbly s, live u. 81DaII huts, and sleep on shelves ranged 

one """"' aoother, and are govel'l¥'d by a chief who is deputed 

&om the goveonmeat "f Denmark. They are obliged to 

victual their island from the shore! What a spot for contem

plation. to view 

If Th'ambitiOUf ocean swcU, and rage, and foam, 

II To be exalted with the threat'ning cloudl ". 

We entered the river of Husum about four o'clock in the 

moming, in a stiff gale attended with rain. The clouds in the 

west were dark and squally. with here and there a streak of 

copper colour; in the east the sun was gently breaking. Whilst 

I WlIS contemplating this picturesque appearance, and occasion

ally regarding the anxious eye and gesture of our Danish pilot, 

who by the aid of buoys and l10ating poles cocduc\ed us with 

admimble skill through a narrow, and the only navigable, part 

of the river, which lies between two long lofty sand-banks; the 

effect of tile scene W1lS encreased by all owl of yellow .plumage. 

endeavouring to reach our ship: the poor bird we supposed 

had been blown off tI", coast; his wing touched the extremity 

of the boom. but, exhausted with fatigue, he dropped breathless 

in the water. A sailor, who was looking over the 8ides, with a 

quaint imprecation of mercy. pitied tile dying bird. 

The shore as we advanced looked k>w. flat, and mud<ly. sur
c2 
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mounted here and then' with a solitary fimn-ho_ and wind

mill; but the river presented a scene of considerable gaiety. 
Boats put off from the little islands which appear on either 

side of tht! river, filled with hardy men, women, and boys;. 
the ladies wore large black glazed pasteboard bonnets, glitter

ing in the sun: they were all going to the great fWr at 

Husum. W e cast anchor about four miles from that town. 

whose tall spire appeared full in our view : a large boat filled 

with these good holiday folks came alongside, and received 

us, baggage and all. As we proceeded up the river, which 

became narrower as we advanced, and which seemed more 

like thin mud than water, througb wbieb we beavily moved 

by tbe assistance of punting poles, I waded through the tedium 

of the time by contemplating my companions, most of whom, 
with myself. were covered over below with the hatches to 

avoid a heavy .bower of rain. They were all in their holiday 

dresses; the men in blue or brown druggets, and large round 

hats, and the women in coarse striped camlet gowns, in which 
rro was the prevailing coluur, with those vast shining bonnets 
hefore described, and slippers with high heels without any 

quarters: we were crowded together almost to suffocation. 

Our company was more augmented than improved by 
pillS and poultry, and the various produce of tbe fann, 
amongst which I noticed some delicious butter. In the 
party was a fine blooming young Scotswoman, who had 
married a HelMoiander; her express;'-. dark eyes" Rashed 



A STUHLWAGGON. 

with delight, to find herself seated near an Englishman: 10 

her look was legibly written the inextinguishable love of our 

eountry. 

Upon our landing. we were immediately addressed by a 
Danish .. nlinel who was upon duty at the quay. and whose 

dress and appearanct' were vcry shabby; he dispatched one 
of his brother soldiers with us to the burgomaster. to noli/)' 

our arrival and produce passports. then .. to the secretary to 

procure others to proeeed. 

A little money here had the same virtue which it possesses 
in almost every other part of the globe. by producing unu,ual 

energy in these subordinate ministers of government, and 
enabled us to sit down to an early dinner at an English hotel, 
during which, I was a little surprised at hearing one of our 
fellow-pa<;sengers. who was immediately proeeeding to Ham
burgh. frequently vociferate ... Is my waggon .... lldy? .. What a 

country, thought I, must this be, where a waggon is requirffi 

to convey a man, and one too who was little bigger than his 

portmanteau I Observing my surprise. he informed me. that 
the carriage of the country was called a Stuhlwaggon; upon 
its driving up. I found that its body was very long and light, 
being formed of wicker work. and fixed to thin ribs of wood; 

the bottom was half-filled with hay. a cross seat or stool was 

fastened by straps to the sid .... and the whole mounted upon 
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four high .Iouder wheel.; it runs very lightly. and is admi

rably lidapted to the heaviness of the road .. which are very 

deep '!lnd ""ody. 

Soon after dinner 1 strolled through the fair, which was 

filled with 1","""lllry from ,·ariou. parts of Holstein and 

Siesvig. The women, in their rude finery, reversed the am. 
lJition of their fair ~isters on the other side of the water; they 
were strongly buckramcd to the top of the neck, and exhibited 
110 trace; of the OOsom; bul, 10 sofben the ""verity of Ihis rigid 

UecOfUiU ill front, tht'Y presented ~uch a projecting rotundity 
l>ehind, that, to eyes which had been accustomed to gaze upon 

the symmetry of English fuir-ones. appeared truly grotesque, 

and awakened many a smile. 

The church, which is large and ancient, was upon this 

occasion disrobed of the sanctity of its character, and in its 

fretted aisles booths were erected, in which books and hal>er

dashery were exJ>OS"d to sale. and where I found some co",,", 

copies of engraving from some of the pict~ of Westall. J n 

several places upon the continent, I witlleseed, with no little 
degree of pride. a striking predilection for the works of this 

distinguished artist. Almost every article which was expo!ied 

oaJe was called English. although I am satisfied that many 

of them were never f.shinned by English hand.; but the 

charm of the name bas .. influence every where; its sound is 
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attractive, and the very pedlar of the fair fUl<ls his 8CCOllIlt in 

its forgery. 

A eu.tom-house officer waited upon us at the inn to inspect 

our luggage, but the dexterou. introduction of a dollar into 

his hand, convinced him in a moment. from the mere physi
ognomy of our trunks, that they contained nothing contra

band ;-Iet him not be blamed, for his penetration was admi

rably correct. 

Before the river of Husum was choaked up with mud, the 
town was a place of considemble commerce; it is now princi

pally filled with tradesmen and farmers; and the removal of 

the packets to thi. place from Tonningen, has circulated a con

siderable quantity of money amongst the inhabitants. It is 

rather a large town; lime trees grow before the houses, the 
roots of which run very high, and present the appearance of 

steps; these vast attics arc never u~ but as lumber-rooms, and 

have a very disagree",ble effect. There is a palnce with gar

dens belonging to the duke of Holstein, but they arc un

worthy of further notiet'. 

The gaiety of the day terminated with great sobriety; there 

were many light h ... ...rt.., but I believe not one aching head. 

In the ev~ning, a crazy violin and drum allured me into a 
public room, in wbi(·h' the merry pew<ants were dancill~ 
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waltzes. Heavens! what movements! A Frenchman, who 
resol ves every thing into operatic effect, would have felt each 

particular hair stand erect, had he contemplated the he.avy II<>

lemnity of the performers. The females looked like so many 

tubs turning round, and their gallant partners never moved 

their pipes from their mouths. 

\.jpon quitting this scene of phlegmatic festivity, I.trolled 

to the quay, where the skippers were landing the carriage, 

which a fine sprightly powerful Icllow of an English sailor, 

with scarce any assi:o.ta.nce from the smoking crowd who had 

assembled to \'iew it. put together in litde mof'(> than an hour. 
The .. Iertn..,.; and activity of the Briti>h tar, afforded a striking 

contra'lt to the sluggi~hness of the Danish seamen who sur

rounded him. As soon as the carriage reached the inn, we 

proceeded to the pot>t-house, and ordered four horses, being 

one more than we were compellable to take by the Danish 

post law, but no more than the weight to be drawn and the 

depth of the roads rendered necessary. The post was to 

. Fleursborg, distant five Danish or twenty-five English miles, 

aiid for which we paid eight doll ..... ·one ~. Of .lI)e coin 

and post regulations I shall sneak in Ibe next chapter. 

Thus having prepored every thing ~. o~ .dep!iltw'e tlle 

next morning, we returne4.~ the inn; · ... here in OIl!' of the . ' . 
front rooms we had nct beell seated long, '~re a petty pale 
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and interesting girl. whose age could nut have exceeded thir

teen. entered with a trembling >tcp. and p",,,,"U,d one of tll' 

gentlemen present with a note-the contents of it unfolded 
such a secret llS mu,t have shockc-u the soul of the most de

praved libertine-it was written by her motl",r. 'Ve detained 

her miserable and devoted child until we had rdi;ed a little 

subscription for her, and dismi~ her with an involuntary 

exclamation of abhorrence against the parent. 

In the first step which an Englishman mak~ out of hi:

own country. he is sure to meet with something to satisfy him 
that be cannot find a better. 
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DULL MATTEft8 NECESSARY TO BE KNOWN-TH'E VJLLAGE WONDER. 

-MUSICAL pa!TILLtONS-SNAPS-PAKM·HOUSES AND lNN-'] HE 

POST DI:L1V}UlED-A CONSPIRACY-BOLTON'S DOLLAR-THS LIT. 

'I'Ll!: BEL'l"-VtLLAG£ DRIDn-THE GBHAT BELT-coaSOER-BAR

DULPH'S NOSE. 

T H ER E is scarcely a duller thing which an ardent traveller or 

reader can encounter. than the little detail of money matter,;; 

which occur on the roac!; and I shall therefore, with all due 

di'pal<:h, dispose of it upon the present occasion. 

In Sles"ig and Holstein, the only Danish money received 

is the Danish specie dollar, and the notes of the bank. of SIcs

vig and Holstein, as also those of the bank of Norway. The 

specie dollar contains sixty skillings, or so many English pence, 

of the currency of Slesvig and Holstein, and at par is equal to 

five shillings English. The rix dollar of the currency of SIcs

vig and Holstein contairut only forty-eight skillings; of cowile 

four specie dollars are equal to five rix dollars current money. 

The money is divided into skillings, marks, and dollars : 



NECESSARY TO BE KNOWN. 

16 skillings make I mark. 

:l marks I rix dol. Siesvig and Holstein cur. 

:l marks 12 skil. I specie dollar. 

19 

It will be advisable not to take up more money than wiU 
be sufficient to last as fur as the island of Fynen or Funen; as 

the only money there received, and so on to the capital. is 
the currency of Denmark Proper. It will be most conve

nient to take rix dollar notes instead of coin. It may be as 

well here to .tate the post regulations. If the number of tra

vellers exceeds three, they are compellable to take four horses. 

In Holstein and Siesvigas far as Haderslcb, a horse is twenty 

skillings of that currency, per mile Danish, which i, equal to 

five miles English; the other charges are per station or post: 

thus, 

4 skillings Siesvig cur. 

4 Ditto 

<I Ditto 

4 Diuo 

for shrivepenge. 
for fetching horses from the fielo\. 

to the ostler. 

to postillion. 

It is usual, however, 

rix..dollar per stution. 
to encrease this latter charge to 0111' 

With respect to tlUs charg-c two drive,," 

are only considered as one. 

Having procured all this essential information, the camag.· 
appeared 111 the door, surrounded by a crowd of gaping p"'d

D2 
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sants, who gazed upon it as iftheyelCpeclf'd to..,., us mount in 

the air with it. As soon as we had passed the town-gate, 

we instantly dropped into a doep sand; through which we 

ploughed our way at the rate of two miles and an half in an 

hour, and beheld on each side of U5 nothing but a dreary 

waste. Had not the cheering beams of the sun refreshed and 

supported us all the way, we must have suffered pretty severely 

under the pressure of a distemper which foreigners confine, 

and very justly, to Englishmen. Our driver was mounted on 

the near shaft-horse, drove four in hand in rope harness, and 

carried, more for show than service, a prodigious long lash 

whip; he was dressed in scarlet, with yellow facings, and wore 

a brass plate on his hat, on which was stamped .. Christ" 7."; 

from a string which was suspended over his right shoulder, de

pended his french hom, somewhat battered by long exercise, 

which he applied to his mouth with the most frightful conse

quences whenever we met a tmveller, and with which, when

ever we ascended a hill, he never failed to serenade our ears 

and those of his cattle, who, deal,med by long use, or having no 

taste for the concord of sweet sounds, seldom turned their 

auricular organs towards this hoarse croaking tube. Thus did we 

move in all the majesty of a menagerie upon the point of en

tering a town on a fuir-<lay, 

Two. or tIvee times ill the couroe of each post, our driver 

begged to have a little tIBIIfI money. Snape i. OIle of the 
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earliest and most frequent wonls which a traveller will pick up 

in Denmark; in plain English it signifies a refreshing glass of 

spirits. We always found our accuunt in granting this roqu""t. 

The Danish driver is merciful to his horses: to equaliz(O 

their labour, in the course of the station, 1)(· chang('S the situ

ation of each of them. A whimsical fellow of this conditioll 

amused us not a little~ by every now and then peeping into 

tlle carriage, or as he called it the 'Waggon, to see that we and 

the luggage were all safe; these men, whenever they stop to 

refresh thermelves, feed their horses with large slices of barley 

bread. W e passed some neat filrm-houses, having the barn 

with two larA"" folding doors in the centro, the offices belongini: 

to the farm on oue side, and the fimn-housc on the other; the 

whole upon a ground floor, and under one roof: 

A. we approached Flensborg, the country became more 

agreeable, and we obsorved the wonderful activity with which 

nature was every where exerting herself; in a climate whicll 
so much confines her to time: it was then the 30th of May, 

and the ground had been covered with snow only three weeks 

before, and some bitter winds very sensibly informed us that 

winter had not as yet retreated very f.tr. 

At a very clean inn where we dined, we round some ex

cellent red dried beef, sweet butter, good bread, baked lik. 

-
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English tOp6 uno bottoms, al1(1 miserable vin au pays, In 

our dining-room the hestchilla ulld glass tumblers made it gala 
show upon the t",ter of the bed, which gave Ii double capacity 

to the room, I was highly pleased to observe, that whilst the 

I'0.tillion look vc,,' good care of himself, he did not neglect 

his ho~. 

At ei~ht in the evening we reached Flensborg. having ac

complished twt·nty-five English miles in nine hours; a tedious 

time, sufficit"nt to make any traveller peevish who had been ac
customed to the velocity of an English mail. It was ..,Iely 

owing to the b .... eat depth of the roads, Klr upon better b>TOund, 
our hol'8es H were not hollow pampered jades of Asia, which 

lllnnot go but thirty miles Ii clay:' 

As soon {to.; We had entt>n.-d the inn. our driver prescnu'tl 

us with a small printed p3pt'r, that direded the traveller to 

:-;tate hiti opinion of the conduct of' the tormt"r. which is 
afterwards submitted to the postmaster; and, by an ordinance 

of government, if any cause of complaint arises, the postitlion 
i. punishable, 

Upon a traveller'. """,bing the end of a Danish post, it 

will be lucky for him if he does not find his patience put to a 
trial, by having to wait in general an hour jOr horses to for

ward him, which, at the time of hi. arrival, are nibbling the 
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Made in some distant field. Our inn was the po~t-houSf>, 

which every where affords the !.>e,1: accommodations. 

I"len~borg is a large commercial town, very neat anti 

pleasantly ~ituated; it is well supplied with excellent watf'f 

from fountains, whif'h arc placed at certain intervals in the 

centre of the principal street: the houses are Jike those at 

Husum, with the addition of strong hT'dc('s of iron. The view 

irom the quay, the riVf'f, and the opposite viHagc, is very beau

tiful; the language thus far is German, and the religion of the 

country throughout is lutheran. The English chariot was 

stilllhe object of admiration; smiths thronged the yard to ex

amine the springs, and waggon-builders to contemplate the 

wheels and hody. The patent boxes ofth. former excited un

common astonishment. A t the corner of the yard, the last 

beams of the ~tting sun threw an agreeahle tint upon Q variety 

of interesting fat·cs, all waiting for intelligenec-the friend, the 

lover, and the merchant, for the postman had jllst arrived, the 

--Messenger of grief 
Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some; 
To him illdiff 'rent whether grief or jPY. 
Houses in ashes, or the hU of stocks, 
Births, death., and marriages. episrlttt wet 
With tears. that tridded down the writer's cbecks. 
F:ut as tht: periods from hit Ooem quiU, 
Or charg'd with am'rous ughs of ab5ent swains, 
Or nymphs respontive, equally affect 
Hia horse and him, unconsc::iow of them all. 



A CONSPIRACY. 

When I had retired to my chamber, the COllstant dashing of 

the lountain in the court-yard, the frequent crowing of a little 

hoar:,e bantam rock, two cats making "iolent love, and a party 
of foraging flcas. united their powc", most successfully to keep 

H t.irt>d nature's sweet restorer" fi-om my lids the greater part of 

the night. In the morning, at five o'clock, we entered the 

great road to Copenhagen, from the city of Siesvig. and pro
('ecded alollg the shores of the Baltic, through a sandy and 

dreary country; our progress was now encreaSOO to fh"'e Eng

I .. h miles an hour. We found the population very thin, the 

land but little cultivated, and the solitary cottage, which ap

peared to cover more misery than industry, had rarely a little 

garden by the side of it. The only vegetables which we met 

with were small stinted asparagus and pan;nips, both of which 

the good people here boil in their soul" The lew houses which 

we saw on the road side, were, however, neatly built, with a 

light brown urick, and thatched. The steeple and the body of 

the church were every where divided from each other; whence 

their ~paration arose in Denmark can be no more accounted 

lor, I should suppose, than their conjunction in England. 

Upon strolling into one of the church-yards, I remarked that 

their monuments were principally composed of a fmme of 

an oblong .quare, divided by cross pieces of wood painted 

black, and the spaces between filled with stones. 
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The country aOOut Abenraac, a small fishing town, where 

we changed horses, was very pretty, and much resembled that 

beautiful slope of wood in Lord Borringdon'. park at Saltmm. 

which parts the high road to Plymouth, Th~ country from 

Abenraac ro Haderslebjs hilly, woody, fertile, and romantic, 

q'he cattle were every where tethered, or fastened by a cord 

to a circle of pasture, 

At Haden.leb, whih;t dinnl'r was preparing, we wcnt to the 

Bank, to exchange our Holstein and SIc>'Vig money for the 

currency of Denmark Proper, previous to our embarkjng for 

the island of :Funeo. Here the exchange, which i'i governed 
by that of Hamburg, is always in fin'our of the traveller going 

to Copenhagen, For one hundred and thirty-five rix dollars 

Siesvig we procured one hundred and lifl:y-six current dollars 

and !o,ix skillin~, which was at a premium of seventeeu 

pounds per cent. in our fa\!our. Upon our showing tht! 

banker one of the ncw dollars from Bolton's mint, he ap .. 

peared to be much gratified with it> beauty, alld begged 

that we would IX'nnit him to exchange it; a li ttle la.\"our, 
which we gladly gl",Ullt."<i him, 

On our return, we found a good dinncr, in a long rooUl, 

painted of a I"aden blue colour, having th~ floor well 'all(k-d, 

three little windows decorated with fe,toons of mu!olin, an old

tu.hioned chandelier threatening peril to those ,'ho pa;st-d 

E 
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under it, am) two ancient portraits of a king and queen of 

Denmark, who looked very Mnirkingly uPO" each other. 

I must not omit to introduce the reader to the kitchen, in 

'which, in Denmark as well as in Gennany, the fire-place is 

raised ubont two fi ,t 'l and u half high from the floor, and verf 

much resembles that ofa Llachmith's forge ; the meat is ooked, 
QT, a.~ they call it, roasted, in ft. sort of cheese-toaster, anu having 

undergone the previous operation of three parts boiling: such 

is a Dani.h inn. The traveller in this country would do wdl 

to contine his supper solely to bread, butter, and eggs. The 

winp evpry where is very poor, and the beer detestable. 

The pea<;antry appear to be clean and happy. It was pleas

inA' to see, early in the morning, as we travelled, groupes of 

young milkmaidlS, whose cheeks glowed with the bloom of 

health, balancing th.ir pnils with great dexterity, and knitting 

:.uKi singing a<.; they wcnt. 

As we could ,,"ve several tedious miles by """"ing the Little 

Belt at its broadest part, we pNCeedffi to Aversund instead of 

Snoghoi, where we found the .country very undulating and 

beautiful, but the roads rather heavy. Nothing can be pret

tier than the situation of the post_house, with its gardens slop. 

ing to the water, to which a bright sun, distinctly marking out 

the little island of A 1TOC to the south, and the greater one of 
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}' unen ill front, distant about eight English mile». added new 

charms. The boatmen, wlth uncommon dexterity, in about 

tell minutes hoisted. by mean. of tackles. our carriage entire 

and luggage into an open I>oat. and having a twr breeze, we 

crossed the Little Belt in about an hour and a half, and landed 

at Assens. 

A stmnb~1" cannot but be surprised to see a kingdom so 

composed of islands.,.. The province which we had just left 
notwlthstanding the 'desolate appearance of some parts of it 
from the main rood, is, on account of the lndependent spirit 

of its peasantry. the most valuable of the crown of Denmark. 

The passage for ourselves aod caniage was 

To R<sistant. getting the latter into the I>oat 

Rilt 
Dollars. Mark Skills. 

j 0 8 

o 0 I!i! 

At Assens we, for the first time, experienced the chaHgf> of 

a large feather-bed. instead of a blanket and sheet.. To an 
untravelled Englishman nothing can be more singular. In 

the morning, as the horses were putting to, a singulur proe~ 

sion passed us: a young woman in gala, "hos(~ hair wa...; stiff.. 

coed almost to the consistency of stucco with powder and po. 
matum. on which was raised a high cap of lace. decoralPd "ith 

a profu.ion of artificial flowen. and with a large nosegay of 

spring aml artificial flowers in her hosom, and a book in ht'f 

hand, and turniug·in her toet; mo:-t abominably. l ms5ro in 

J.: ~ 
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the most stately manner up the street, preceded l>y three 

girls in mob caps, decorated with little bits of silver and gold 

lace, and in red jackets, each with a book in ber hand, and 

followed by two old women, holding books also. The fair 

heroine of this singular groupe moved to me as she passed. 
She was proceeding to the church, where her bridegroom 

was counting the lagging moments of her absence. The 

old and the young peeped out of the doors and windows as 

they passed. Heavens keep me from any thing like pomp or 

publicity on the marriage day I 

In this island, a, I ha,·c before intimated, the coin is pro

vincial, thus 
16 skillings make I mark. 

6 marks 1 rix-dollar Danish currency. 

And one skilling of Holstein and Slesvig is equal to two of 

the currency of Denmark Proper. 

The post regulation as under: 

J horse per Danish mile 

For fetching horses per pair 

To the ostler 

11 marks Danish currency. 

6 skillings Danish. 

4 ditto. 

At Odensee, which is a large respectable town, an episcopal 

see, the richest in Denman: next to that of Copenhagen, and 

the capital of the island, we diDed; there was nothing singu

lar in our repa.t, but that the ftrst dish was ",anna soup. 
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There is a public school here, where a small number of 

boys are educared and maintained gratuitously, and a gym

nasium for .tudents of sixteen years of ..,<>e. The cathedral 

is an ancient plle of brick. and is remarkable for nothing more 
than containing the tombs of John and the sanguinary Chris. 

tian II. who seized upon the crown of Sweden by the right of 

conque!>t, and, in a cold-blooded rna"""re, put six hood .... '!! of 
the flower of her nobility to the sword-that scene of slaughter 

is exquisitely displayed in the beautiful tragedy of Gustavus 

Vasa, published, in 1738, by Henry Brooke, OS'!. and with 

which I am sure my reader will be delighted. 

__ Think upon Stockholm 

Whe:n Cristie:m sciz'd upon the: hour of pe3ce, 
And dreneh'd the hospitable floor witb blood, 

Then fdl the Bow'r of Sweden, mighty namest 
Her hoary senators. and gasping patriots. 
The tyrant spoke, and his licentious band 
Ofblood_train'd ministry were loos'd to ruin. 
Invention wanton'd in the toil of infants 
Stabb'd to the breast, or reeking on the points 
or sportive javelins -Husbands. sons, and sires 
With dyin~ ears drank in the: loud desp41ir 
Of shrieking chastity. 

The thatch of the cottage in this island, and in most parts 

of the north, is bri.tled at tlle top with cross braces of wood, 

to keep it together, and has a very inferior appearance to the 

warm compact neatness of the English thateh. The road 
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fi'Oln hence to N iobor!( is good. partly paved. and the country 

on aU sides "cry picturesque. The lambs, in the flocks which 

we passed. had one "JOt fa.tened to the body hy a piece of 

t'tring. A custom so painful to the luckless o4ject'O was in. 

tenrled to fix them more closely to their dams, and, lly abbre

viating their exercise, to fatten tItem. 

I was much surprised at not seeing either in Denmark 01' 

any other part of the north that I visited. a single member of 

u very ancient family. the n"",t useful. the most ill-treated alld 

ucspi!.ot'<l of any that moves upon all-fours, an ass. 

About Hine o'clock in the evening we arrived ut N ioborg, 

which is a slllall hut lIanul'()IJ1e fortifif.u town, containing about 
niue l,tllldrl'u illhabitaut .. ; and dt'h'nniJled, as tile wim) \Va.. ... fair, 

to cross the Great Belt that night. We were there obliged to 

~ho\V our , 'm.ssport. ... ; the captain of the passage .. boat, 011 ac

count of tht· lateness of tlw hour, threw many difficuitiE'!oo in 
the way of our determination, which, however, the tendt'l' 
luok:. alld ('lo(Juence of a Frt'nch ~rirl at the irm, aided hy a 
little bl'ihery on our part. effectually removed. Here the 

wheels of the carriage were obliged to be taken 011; and after a 

tldightful sail of about two hoUJ'l and an half, we t'!Jected our 

passage. which is twenty .English miles. awl landed at Corooer. 

in the metropolitan island of Zealand. 
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As I passed over tlus mighty space of wat"r I could nol 

help reflecting with astonishment, that ill the month of Fc

bruary W58 it iormed a bridge of icc for the hardy troops of 

the warlike and ambitious Charles X., who, contrary to the 

advice of his council of war, marched over it to give hattie to 

the Danes. During this tremendous passage a part of the iet, 

gave way, and a whole squadron of the guards were immo

lated. not one of whom were saved. an orner having lJeen 

given that no one !'houlc.l attempt to assi~t his neighoollr in 

SIlch an emergency upon pWn of deatll. After passing the Lit

tle Belt in the same way, Charles Gustavus Adolphus obliged 

the Danes to make the peace of Roschild. This enterprise 

may he mnked amongst the most marvellous achievements, 

and a recurrence to it will furnish ample means of ()('Cupation 

to the mind of the \mveller during his passage over these por

tions of the sea. 

It was midnight by the time we quitted tile vessel; the 

wind was very fresh, and the moon occasionally darting in full 

effulgence from a mass of black cloud>, illumined the front of 

an ancient castle, of little strength, near the key, which is the 

occasional residence of the crown prince. Upon the mmpart> 

the cloaked centinel kept his solitary wateh; it was a .. nipping 

and an eager air," and the scene, more than any other which 

I saw in Denmark, impressed the imagination with the simili

tude of that 
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U In which the nujesty o( bury'd Denmlrlt 
n Did sometimes march." 

The good people at the post-house were 10 bed. but after 

many a rap at the door. it was at last opened by a figure. who 

most completely corresponded with the bard's description of 

Bardolph. With Shakspeare we might have exclaimed. 

If Thou art an admiral. thou bear'st thy lantern 
Of In thy poop--but 'tis in the nose of thee-
II Thou an the knight of the burning lamp." 

As the night was very sharp. we made our way to the 

kitchen to catch a little wannth from its expiring embers; but 

here we found we were distressing the coyness of a comely 

young cook. who had just quitted her bed to prepare some

thing for our supper, and who was very uneasy until we had 

left her territory. After a comfortable repast. Bardolph light

ed us to bed. 



DANISH CHARACTKk. 

CHAP. III. 

DANISH CHARACTBR-GIN-ZEALAN'D-TV'RIfPll[B OATS-MILE 

STONBS-INTELLIGENY OF WOMBN"-THE TOMB OF IULIANA MA

llIA-HUSBAND INTRIGUING WITH HI8 WIFE-MAtlGAl\B I OF 

VOLDEMAll-THE MOURNING MOTHER-COl'ENHAGE:f-A DANISH 

DINNER-TOMB OF THB HEnOBS OF THE '2D OF APRIL, 1801-TUB 

BATTLE OF THAT DAY-LOftn NELSON-THE BB.AVB YOUNG WBL-

MOE •• 

IT is scarcely necessary for me to observe that the govern

ment of Denmark is despotic. The Dane is a good natured, 

laborious character; he is fond of spirit.,. but is rarely intoxi

cated; the severity of the climate natumlizes the attachment. 
and his deportment in the indulgence of it, is inofi'<>nsive. 

At breakfu.st at Corsoer a respectable Dane entered the 

room; the landlady, a vast unwjeldy good-humoured Cfeaturt' 

in boots, without saying a word opened her cupboard, anq tak

ing down a bottle of gin, presented her g'ue,t with a Jargt: WiIll' 

glass full, which he drank off, as if it had been so much ('Ocoa 

milk, and immediately retired. 

The island of Z"aland is said to be very luxuriant, and 
f' 
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:tbouuding with picturesque scenelY; its shore!) are lilleu with 
pretty towns, noble chateaus, and extensive and well-wooded 

domains, but ul'0n the high road we did not observe, ulltil our 

ncar approach to the capital, any indication of such exuberance 

and beauty; although it was at this time the third of June, the 

gooseberries and currants were but just fonuoo into berries. 

Upon our fin.t post in this island, we met willi, for the 

first time in Denmark, a turnpike gate, which was erected at 

the end of every Danish mile. As the roads were tolerably 
g(}()(], the impost was unobjectionable, which for a carriage and 

four horses is six skillings Danish currency. This toll, in 

consequence of a recent ordinance, is paid before the traveller 

sets off, to the po&t..master, which saves the inconvenience 

of stopping. The turnpike-gate, like all the barrier gates of 
the north, is simply constructed of a long pole or bar, which 

turns upon a pivot, fa .. tened in a htrong post, about four feet 

high, placed on otle side of the road: the end of this pole is 

('harged at the end with a prepondemting weight of stone 

or blocks of wood, !K) that when the postmaster slackens 

the string or slight chain which attaches it horizontally to a 

post on the other side of the road, the bar rises sufficiently 

high to let a carriage pass under. 

The mile-stones here, the first which we saw in the coun

try, are /orml'<i of granite in the shape of a hand""me obelisk, 
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and enumerate the miles and half miles, and hear the nam .. 

of Christian and sometimes of Fred. V. In our route we saw 

several storks, who shewed no other symptoms of alarm when 

we approached them, than awkwardly moving from us upon 
their red, tall, lean legs, upon which the body seemed mounted 

as upon stilts. The country from Siageise to Ringsted was 

very picturesque. The mo!'!t ancient church in Denmark is 

in tltis town; it is built of brick, with two low towers: there 

arc M)WC royal tombs here very ancien~ which arc principally 

filh·d with the ashes of the descendants of Sweyn 11., mld 

are level with the pavement. We passed many forests of 
fine beech and oak, feathering the shores of several extensive 

and beautiful lakes. As we approached the capital we were 

a little surprised to find every thing become cheaper, and the 
hol'SC's and drivers leaner and shabbier. 

I mu~t not omit to st:ate, fi)r the honour of the femaIl" 

rex, that however we were at a loss to explain ourselves on 

account of our ignorance of the Dani,h language, and had 

exhausted our stock of ge!oltUreh upon the men in vain. we 

always found that the women l'omprehended us with onc

third of our pantomimic action; and to the fOnd of my rlay~ 

I shall gratefully and experimentally cOlltend for the ""P"
rior quickness of female comprehension. 

'\\' e arrived 011 a Sunday at Uoskild, which, ac(."ordillg to 

... 2 
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Holberg, WIll! fonnerly a city of many parishes, and c0n

tained within its walls twenty .... ven churches, and an equal 

number of convents, though now a place of very little im

pol't- We went to the cathedral, a heavy pile of brick 

covered with copper, with two SPlfeS, the most ancient 

part of which was erected under the auspices of Harold, 

the grandlBther of Canute the Great, king of England 

and Denmark. The inside of this building owes its gran

deur to its size: the ceiling is stained with little sprigs of 

/lowers ina vile taste, and are wholly unenriched by those 

~"qui.ite interlncings ill the roof that fonn the principal 

beau~y of Gothic architecture, the rudiments of which na

ture first imparted to our early forefuthers, by placing b& 

fore their imitative eyes the graceful intersections of a simple 

bower: the organ is upon an immense scale, and the tone 
very fine: the stops are moved by the feet of the organist. 

In a large octagon chapel, divided from the body of the 

cathedral by an iron grate, so finely wrought, that at a dis

tance it resembles black gauze; and in a subtemmean vault, 

repose the remwll8 of the royal fumily of Denmark, in se

veral raised stone coffins, which are coveredwith black velvet 

palls, embroidered with small crowns of gold, fulling in full 

drapery upon the floor. ,-I\:: i. fureign to my purpose to enu

merate them all. The mcst superl> tomb is that of Juliana 

Maria, whose sanguinary conduct towards the hapless Queen 

Matilda and the unfOrtunate Counts Struensee and Brandt, 
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excited 80 much senaation oome years since. As I gazes! upon 

this gloomy deposito.,. of unrelenting jt:alollll)' and ambition, 

imagination mioed the bleeding sluules of those devoted men, 

£Onsigned from the pinnacle of power and royal fuvour to 

the dungeon and the scafIOld. Alas' the rommon tyrant, in 

on wide lapse of time, has closed the eyes of the ruthless de

stroyer and hc .. ,ietims. 

I must not omit the tomb of that wonderful womWl Mar

garet of V oldt'mar, or, as !J1e was styled with a derision 

which she well revenged, the king in pellieoal" She flou

rished in the 13th centu.,., and bore upon her brow the crowns 

of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. The northern Semi

ramis was destined to astonish the world by her marvellous 

exploits, and her very entrance into it was rendered some

what extraordinary on acrount of her being the legitimate 

daughter of her father and mother. The former be£Oming 

diBgusted Wlth her mother, confined ber in a castle, and about 

the swne time' fell violently in love with oue of her dames 

d'honneur, and was a ~uitor for her favours; the good-hu

moured girl affected flo consent, but imparted the assignation 

to the unhappy queen, was instrumental in conveying her in 

disguise to the spot, and MIIrf!"l<'l was the lroit of this sin

gular intrigue. 

We were much gratified by seeing in ()Ile of the chapels 
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the rich and beautiful mausoleums of Frederic II. and Chri .. 

tian Ill.; they were designed and made io Italy. at an im

men", co;t. by the order of C hri.tiao I V. The sovereigns are 

represented in recumbent postures the size of life, under a 

stone ...... oopy. supported by Corinthian pillars; the basso re

lievos which adom the tomb of Frederic II. are exquisite 

piece, of sculpture. Here are aiM> interred many distinguished 

heroes, who have raised the glory of their country. and live in 
the page of history. 

The beautiful ideas of Addj~m came into my mind

.. When I set' kings lying by thO>e who depo>ed them; when 

II I consider rival wits placed side by ~ide; or the holy men 

H that divided the world with their conh..,>sts and di~putes, I re~ 

.. fleet with sorrow and astonishment on the little competi. 

" tion~ and debates of mankind; when I read the seveml dates 

.. of the tombs, of some that died y<'Sterday, a1ld some six 

H hundred years ago, I consider that great day when we 

., ~hall aU of us be cotemporaries, and make our appearance 

" together." 

As w{' crossed. the church.yard to return to the inn, We' 

were stopped hy the ap~nce of an interesting young wo

man, who, with much grief in her countenance. was scatter· 

iog slips of lilac and half-blown tulips and fine sand from a 

little basket which ,he held in her hand. upon a fresh grave. 
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w-Ioicb li»m its size. and &om her looks. I conjectured to be 

that of her infimt child. It was the custom of the country. and 

an aJfecting 000 it was. 

We met with nothing to denote our approach to the ca· 

pital till we reached Fredericksberg. one of the king's country 

palaces, about two English miles from Copenhagen; the ap

pearance of much bustle, and lounging lacqueYl!I in scarlet 
and silver, announced that the (.'Ourt was here. As W~ rolled 
down &om the beautiful eminence, upon the open summit of 

whicl! the palace stands, the city. crowned by its palace in 

ruins, the Sound. and the surrounding country. pre;ented a d", 

lightful p""'pect. The road was crowded with people in their 

Sunday dres."" and merry /aces, hurrying to pass the eveuing 

in the gardens of }'redericksberg. which. with the pennission 

of his maj"'ty. is the favourite resort of the people. 'Ve were 

detamed a few minutes at the custom-house, adjoining tht, 

first draw-bridget over which and an inner One we passed to 

the gates of the capital. which we entered through a IOll~ 

arch. fonning part of the ramparts. 

A. we approached lAlbel's hotel. to which we were recom' 

mended. we passed by libe walls of the royal palace. wl,ieh· 

bore ample and alllicting testimony' to the colossal size and 

magnificence which must have forinerly distinguished it, "'" 
fore it rell a victim to the flames in 1794 .. , Upon our ,-i,i!i,,@:" 
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this splendid IHle, after ditmer, we round by an inscription re

maining undefact><!, that it was raised by Christian V I . out of 

his own private pnrse, without pinching his subjects, and cost 
six millions of dollars: it stands in an island, fonned by a 

canal, and bas several gall'S; the principal entrance is of 

wrought iron, and has a noble effect: the front bas twenty-five 

enonnous windows in a line, and is composed of six stories, 

three of which are upon a large, and the remaining three upon. 

a small scale. This front is three hundred and sixty .... ven 

leet long, the lateral sides three hundred and eighty-nine, and 

the ele,-ation one hundred and fourteen; all the grand apart. 

ments of state were upon tbe lourth story; the court is sur

rounded with two wings of piazza twelve feet deep, and on 

eacb side are stables lor sa4dle and carriage horses, which are 

arched: these have escaped the fury of the conflagration, and 

are truly magnificent; the racks of that which holds forty..,ight 

horses are of copper, .nd the pillars which separate the stall, 

are of brick stuccoed. In anotller we observed the racks and 

columns were of Norwegian marble; the fluor of the !tlIl.Is is 

of stone, and the breadth of acb is six feet. The court is three 

hundred and ninety feet long, and three hundred and forty in 

its greatest breadth; the pilast>-es are of the composite oroer, 
and the columns Ionic; there ___ two lateral court. which .-
are surrounded with bujWings of two hundred and rurty-live 

ket by one hundred ana' Aix. The stable to the.left is divided 

by the riding-house, which is one hundred and oeventy-six feet 
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hy lift~'-:-tix, awl lig'hted by liftccn cruss-bur wiTlduw~, ,vith a 

gallery fi'r the r()yal fumilyand sl>ectators, ulld has altog(,th('r 

a H'ry gmnd appenmnce. Here aU the LH'anche~ uf the royal 

family were forrnf'rl~r lodged: so rapid wa .. the fury of the COII

flagration, and sHch the panic which it inspired, that but littlt· 

of the treasure of its pictures, furnitnre, and gorgeous de

corations could be say('(l. Of' tlu~ illternal Olugnificcnn: of 

this paluL'e. some idea muy he tc.mnl-'4..l by the t;)llowin~ UI·· 

scription of tht· ritta sual or knight':-t saloon: it wus one hun

dred aud cI,,.htet'n feet Ion" Iw tith,-t'i!rht, wa" lighted bv du\' o o. ~ 1':1 _ .' 

by nine windows, and at night by three lustres which eon· 

taineU more than twelve hundred wax lights: on (",dch !->ide 

was a gallery richly gildeu anu supported by forty-four <,0-

lumns of ('innumon wooo, the buses and capitals of which were 

also richl~' gild4..~cl: an arti::;t of the name of Abilgaad wa'i ('om~ 

missionL-u to cmudlish the hull with twenty-three large paint. 

inb"';, from l"uhjects arisillg from the Dallish history, at one 

thouoand rix dollars a-piece. The library of the king, which 

suffered much by the tin.', contained ouc hundred and U,irty 

thousand "olumes and three thousamJ mUlluscripts. Its ~izc 

is too enormous for thut of the (,apital alld kingdoJJI, .and 

forms a striking contrast to the pre~nt residence of the royal 

family. 

Whilst I was contemplating these stupendous remains, a 

splendid English vi..a-vis dashed by, drawn bv a pair of' noble 

c. 
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~reys. "tnch. with a prohl~ion of gokl lace upon the coats of 
fhe coachman anel iootman, attracted the notice and sur

prise of thf' good people of Copenhagen, who had lleVt'r enD 

~ef'n their bl'ioved Cro\vn Prince in such fUlery: it wa.~ the

'''l";P"!(t' of a foreign q""('k doctur. who had had the good 

tl)rtllllc to liH' and flullri~h in England in an age of pills. 

Copenha:;cn i!) a l:omall but vt'ry neat city. its circumfercnee 

bctW(,t:1I four mld five Engli!3h miles; the streets arc uroad and 

hUlldM1I1W; the hOllSf'S. of whieh there are aoout four thousand. 

~XclUS1"C of the quarter belonging to the saiioJ"!', and ganisons 
lor three regimen ... are generally of bri"k ,tuccoed to ...".,mble 

stont'. and some are of free-stone, and in an elegant !oItyle of 

Italian' architecture: the shops are in the basement story. and 

hy making no prominent appearance. do not di~figllrc the 
heauty of the rest of the building. Such is the case upon every 

part of the Continent which I have visited. In England every 

trad<'Slllan's ,hop is the mree show of the street, and perhaps 

it is in allusion to this as much as to any other cause, that our 

neighbours on the other side of the channel. have pronounred 

liS to be n nation of shopkeepers. The _ are divided by 

''anals. which afiOrd great fucility to the transport of goods. but 

have narrow and inconvenient foot-paths: the population is 

estimated at ei!(hty-two thousand. La ",e de Goths is a beau

tilul street; and ;. ahont1hree <jUQrten! of an English mile long. 

The Kongen. nye'i'ow.~r King. place. which is also the mar-
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ket Vlace. is a noble, spacious. irregular area, udOrllL'd witll 
many tiue houses. several of which have been mised since tile 

late tire. The only theatre in the city ii here: it was not 

open during our stay. This building is detached, ,,,,all but 

handsome without, aoo within is elegantly decorated: in the 

)£QSOn, the pcrfonners play four times in the week. alternately 

opera and play. which is generally in the language of tbe coun

try. On account of tile vast number of person. wbo have free 

admission to it, amongst whom are all lnarifle and land offi .. 

rers, the receipts are but ""y little, and the deficiency, which 

is supplied by the king, generally amounts to about one hun· 

dred thousand rix dollars p"r annum. Upon the whole the 

court is not Q. very munificent patron of the drama, and the 

p .. rformers seldom exwed mediocrity. In the middle of the 

marke~place is an equestrian statue in bronze of Christian V. 

but too deficient in merit to attract the notice of a tmveller. 

One of the large buildings in this pi 111.'" is the castle of Charlot

tenberg, part of which is devoted to the royal academy ofpajnt

jng, architecture, and sculpture; it has eight professors and 

four mQSters: the day for the annual dbtribution of the priz .. 

is the 31st of March, the birtll-day of the prince, Frederic, 

who i. the patron. Those pupils who obtain the golden medal 

are sent to travel at the expellee of the crown. Such of the 

productions of the pupils aNd prot"""" ... as I saw did not excite 

a very high opinion of the arts in Denmark. 
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No rcs)lCctaoie strangc-T can enter Copenl1ag<'11 Witilout SI)t.'t'-

dily becoming the object of it. fmllk, and generous hospitality. 

The day after our arrival enabled u' to partake of the hearty 

profusion of a Danish dinner; it wao;; given at the country 

house of Olle of the most fi>spectable inhabitants of the city. and 

appeared in the foilowiug' succession: soups top and bottom, 

Norw{'gian /.x>cfboiled. ham strongly salted. fish, pigeons, fowls, 

!!ttewed spinnag'<-\ and. a.. ... puragus; the meat is always cut into 

Nlices by the lIl~tcr of the hOllSt", and handed round by the S('r~ 

"ants. Etiquette proscribes the touching of allY particular dish 

out of its regular course, although the table may be gro.ming 

under the weicht of it') cmrers ; this ceremony is occrt'iionally a 

little tantalizing. Creams, contl'ctionary, and dried fruits fol

lowf'd: tilC wines were yurious and excellent. Our party was 

(',omposed of English, N on,·cgians. Flemish, Swiss, Hussians, 

Danish, and J.;'rench; would to heaven that their respective 

nations could for ever be as cordial and joyous as was this che

qucred coBt"Ction of their merr,V natives! The rep&t lasted 

a fc}rmidablp length of time: it was two houn; of hard stuffing 

in a fi)g of hot meats. The appetite of the fair ones present, 

was far, I might say very fdT from being puuy or fw..tidious, 

hut in the homely phrase, what they, at did them good. 

The Danish ladies are en boll point, and poo;css that fmllk 

and generous countenance, which, the moment the eye sees, 

the heart understands and loves; they much resemble the 
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higher cia"\.'! of \Vouvennann'ti figures.. and very largel~ partake 

of that gay good humour, which is so geuemlly the companion 

of a plump and portly fiKlIrt'. J luvillg' ~aid ')t) milch in th<"ir 

favour, which they t'mill(,lItly d(~sen'(', T C'J.1I1l0t ht·lp hiutillg 

that they are not M) atknti,"e to llt"J.tllL'!-..'o of urc:,s as their 

f}{'ighhours; they want such a man as Addi!;()11 to rally thl:'l11 

with his dclicatt· satire out of a slovenly habit, \\ hi,:h induce" 

them, when they uuy a gown, almost always to prefer a ual'k 

cotton, bc("clU~ if does 1/ot feallt u:atihiug. The Danisll ladit'S 

ll"ouki immediately feel the force of the !"('mark, without being 

ofieJl(){"d at it!. ir(,pooln. TIH'y "peak EllAli~h witll its I)roper 

a('cent, ru, well as l";'ren('h anu German fluently. The ElIgli::.h 

langua~re forms a prominent part of 1t:malc educatiun. 

Upon my complirm-'lIting- a Danish lady on h<'f accllmt.(' 

knowletlge oftJw .Eng1i!'lh lang'llug-l', !.}IC said, .. 'V (:' art· ooligeu 

u to learn that. anu FJ'{'Jlch HII(.l G~nnan, in our own defe7lcc, 

.. otherwi~l' W(' ~hould fr~qut'ntly !.>t. ouliged to ~it lIlull' . \\ hich 

.. you know is a \"('ry unplca'>i.lIlt ~itllation fi-II' allY WOlllan, for 

.. oeyonu. the j~lalldR," meaning Zealand awl FUII(,II, .. our lall

.. ~liag-('J whjch is a dialect ofthe T(.'lItulH(", i~ lIot lInd(,l'~tood." 

Tlti~ I found aftenl'an!s n ··rififVl: IIpon my rdlll'll to lIol .. tt·jll 

from Pru~ .. ja, a Danish I)(' \jl'alll in dliaill~ a rt'crnit from the 

iormcr place, V,',LS ohliged to speak to hun ill German. 

Here, as in france, the company ribl' and ret\! \ '\ 1l1l the 
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lud~r of the hOllSt... In the garden we fimnd ('offt't." and. a droll 

It.-How of a ,",antle-ring mendinant Nonv~gian who OCCllpied 

sans Cl!rt-mollie one of tht' gurden seatq, and upon his rustic 

"uitar had collected the little folks of the fdmily ronnel him, 

who WM'l' dan('ing to somt" of the wildc!Jt and S\vefkst "ound~ 

that ('vt"r i~"\led from the touch of simplicity. 

On our return to tht' city, and about a milt" from it, a turfed 

hillock of small poplars attractoo our notice: it wa.~ the na~ 

tionn! Iomh of the herot's who fen in the memorable battle of 

Copenhagen roads on the "",-'Ond of April, lBOl, and.tood in 

a meadow aoout two hundred yard, from the rood, and looked 

towards the Crown battery. As we approached. it, we ~w a 

small monumental obelisk which was raised to th(' melTIoI)' of 

Captain Albert Thumh, by the Crown Priore. It .ppean<! 

by the in.rnption, that during the heat of that sanguinary 

battle a signal WllS made from one of the block ships, that all 

the officers on hoard were killed; the Crown Prince, who 1><'

hayed with distinguishal judgment and compoorure during the 

whole of that terrific and anxious day, and was giving his Of

ders on shore. exclaimed u who will take the command?" 

The gallant Thurah replied .. I will, my Prince," and im

mediately leaped into a boat, and as he was mounting the 

de<:k of the block ship. a British shot numhered him amonl!''t 

Il,e dead, which formed a ghaslly pile before him, and con

l'igned ms spirit and his glOry 10 the re~RS of immortality. 
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lIe W8.& a young man of great promi!>e. It lS thu .. that 

death often 

Strikes the poor peasant i he sinks in the Uarlc., 
Nor leaves e'en the wreck of a name, 
He strikes the young warrior, a glorious mark, 
He sinks in the blaze! of hi$ fame. 

As the battle under all its circumstances was as awful and 

afleeting as any in the English and Danish history. the rffider 

will I am ~ure feel no reluctance minutely to contemplate the 

larger tomh which 11f!'t attracted our notice: it is a pyI".lmidal 

hillock, neatly turfed and planted with "'plin~ popla'S, ('orres

ponding with the number of officen; who fell, At the b .. -.e of 

the principal front are tomb stones recording the names of each 

of these ofiicers and their respective ships. A little above is 

an obelisk of grey northe", marble, ml""d upon a pedestal of 

gnUlite bearing this inscription: 

To the memory of those who fell for tlteir counlry, Iheir grale-

ful ftllofl) citize1ls raise this monument, April 2, ISO I. 

And beneath, on a white marble tablet, under a wreath of lau

rel, oak, and cypress bound together, is inscribed: 

The lDl'eath which the country bestows never witlters over the 

grate of the fallen walTior, 

The whole is enclosed in a square palisado: as a national mo

nument, it is too diminutive. 
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The next (lay J vi!'>itcd tlw ~I)()t where !:'O much 1,1000: W~ 

~1l('c1. A yOIlIl~ nalli~1i otiil"c'r UpOIl t1)(' Crown hattJ:~~· oblig4 

in~d~' poilltt'd Ollt the di~positiun of tiH' ~hips. and spokf' of 

the hattie with great iUlpartiality. l,'rom dIe po~itioll of till' 

nriti~1I f1('pt~, before the squadron Hlloer Lord N d~()11 bol'C 

dOWlI, and l"f'lldert'd lli~ inh'ntion iu(lllbitabk, the HUlle:. w('r(' 

finnl~' of opinion that the British commander illwnded to pro-

"'('l-d eilhC'r to Cabcrona OJ' Itt.·vel, and maut' no pI'f'~lIaration 

fi:,r dt·f{ollt'(·; thf'ir ships w('n' lying in ordinary, they thcrt'itJre 

trush'cl sHlely to their block ~hil's and batteries. 

On that day the hero ofth{' "\,ik ~lIrJla .... ,,{>c:1 those ateilie"t.'

n1('llt~, which an atilllil'intr aud a .. lonL"lwd world ('ollct.'in"tl 

JIlII~t fur en'r I'l'uHlin without imital;on a..., til(',\' had IX'('11 with4 

out {'xalllple, in tht.· annals oftlw Briti~h Il~"y, FanHIf('(llIv 

a f(lrtl.lllatt' ~hin of wiud, and all (·xtruordill:.try elt'\'atioll "t' 
tht'tifh',which at thL' time wa.-; higlll'l' than tlK' Dalles hUll IOIlg-

1't·IllCIIllx.'I'l,{) it, Itt.· plm'('<l hi~ HII~llPIX)rted squadron, ami as it 

j~ :-;aid with an wwbtlcn'ed sig'llal of retreat flying at the nUl..,t 

hew] of the ship of the chi{·f ill command, in a most adnll1ta. 

g<'otls alit! ft)rmldable position. The citizt:ns of Copenhagen. 

in n mOllltllt flew to their posh;; all distinctions were lost in 

the 100'e of their L'Ountry. Nobles Rnd mechanics, getitit'llwH 

ami ~hopm(·n rnshcd together in crowds to the quays; til(' sick 

cmwled uut of their beds, and th,· very lame were led to the sal 

side. imploring to he taken in the boats, which were perpetually 



LORD NELSON. 49 

going oft· with crowds to the block ships. A carnage at onC(> 

tremendous and novel only served to enCrease their enthu<;ia.,m. 

What an awful moment! The invoked vengeance of the Bri. 

tish nation, with the fury and velocity of lightnjng, was falling 

with terrible desolation upon a race of gallant people, in their 

very capital, whose kings were once seated upon the throne of 

England. and in the veins of whose inagnanimolls princ(> flowed 

the blood of her august fumily. Nature must have shuddered 

as she contemplated such a war of brethren: the conflict wa<; 

short, but sanguinary beyond example; in the mid,t of the 

slaughter the heroic Nelson dispatched a flag of truce on ,hort> 

with a note to the Crown Prince. in which he f'xpr'f'ssed a wi,,1i 
that a stop should be put to the further effusion of human 

hlood. and to avert the destruction of the Dani~h a~nal ano 

of the capital. which he observed that til(' Dane~ mnst tlwn 

see were at hi~ meN.')'. He once more proposed their with

drawing from the triple leagu('. and ndtnowleciging the s~prc
macy of the llriti!<oh flag. As SCKJIl as the Princc'~ answer was 

received a cessation of ho:-,tilities took place, and Lord N elwlI 

left his ship to go on ~hore. 1] pon his ani, al at the quay Ill' 

found a carriage which had been sent fitr hun by Mr. n., a 
merchant of high respectability, the cO.llfu~ion being too 6'T('at 

to enable the Prince to send one of the royal carria~cs; in the 

former the gallant admiral proceeded to the palll<'C in th(· octa. 

gon, through crowds of people, whose fury was rising to frenzy, 

and amongst whom his pt°rson was iu more imminent dangt'1" 

11 
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than e,'en /Tom the cannon of the block ships; but nothing 

could ,hak,' the soul of such a man. Arrived at the palace in 

tho Octagon he calmly descended /Tom the carriage amidst the 

munnun. and groans of the enraged concourse~ which not even 
the presence of the Danish offic..'ers who accompanied him 

('ould f(·stmin. The Crown Prince rt.'Ceived him in the haH 

and condm'lt'u him up staits, and pro;ented him to the King, 

whose long-shattered state of mind had lett him but very little 

sensihility to display upon the trying occasion. The objects 

of thi!<t impre~i\'e interview were soon adjusted, to the perfect 

","i,fdction of Lor" Nelson and his applauding country; that 

dOIlt'. he assumed the gaiety and good.humour of a visitor, 

and partook of some refresluuent with the Crown Prince. 

During the repast Lord N e1wn spoke in raptures of the 

bravery of the Danes, and particularly reque,tc..! the Prince to 

introduce him to a vely young OffiCt'T, whom he described a .. 

having performc"! wonders during the battle, by attacking his 

own ship immediately under her lower guns. It proved to be 

the gallant young Welmoes, a stripling of seventeen; the Bri

tish hero embm.ced him with the enthusiasm of a brother, and 

delicately intimated to the Prince that he ought to make him 

an admiral, to which the Prince very happily replied, .. If, my 

Lord, I were to make all my bra,'e officers admirals, I should 

have no captains or lieutenants in my service." This heroic 

youth had volunteered the command ofa praam, which is a sort 
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of raft, carrying six small cannon, and manned with twent.y-fi)Uf 

men, who pushed off from shorf', and in the fury of the Latlle 

placed themselves under the stern of Lord N elson'~ ship, which 

they most successfully attacked, in such a mallner that although 

they were below the reach of his stem chasers, the British ma

rines made terrible slaughter amongst them: twenty of these 

gallant men fell by their lmllets, uut their young commander 

continued knee..deep in dead at his P(*'t, until tlw truce was 

announced. He has been honoured, as he m~t eminently de

served to be, with the grateful remembrance of his country ancl 

of his Prince. who. as a mark of his re~rard. presented him with 

a medallion commemorative of hi!' g"allantry, and has appointed 

him to the command of his yacht, in which he makes his an

nual visit to Holstein. The issue of this contest was glorious 

and decisive; could it he otherwise, when its destinies were 

committed to Nelson? 

To shew lIow brittle m\lst be the bands of a confederacy of 

powers. whose jealoui'Y and dislike is ever unhappily in pro

portion to their proximity, the Swedes ,'cry compost"rlly ('on

templated the battle /Tom their hills, and appeared to lose all 

sensation of thf;'ir share of its mortifying results in the humili

ation of a rival count". So nature pulls the strings of a little 

man and a great nation; the latter is only the larger puppet, 

and requires more strength to put it in moti~n. 

H2 
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La place Frederic. or the Octagon. containing the palaces 

of the royal fumHy. and where Lord Nelson had the audience 

that I have just mentioned. is composed of four small pal"""" 
all uniform. each having two wings: four very noble ~ts. 

principally inhabited by the nobility. lead to this place: the 

grand entrance is through a gate composed of double rows of 

Corinthian pillars and a rich entablature; one of the streets is 

terminated by the harbour. and the other by the church of F ..... 

deric. which has been long left unfinished; it has the appear

ance of an elegant design. aU<! reminded me. both by its con

dition aU<! style of architecture. of L' Eglise de Madelaine at 

Paris. In the centre of the Octagon is an equestrian .tatue of 

Frederic V. in bronze. by 8aly; it was erected in 1769 by the 

Danish East India Company. and is said to have cost 80.0001. 

An Englishman cannot help remarking the slovenly appear_ 

ance of the grass, which is here permitted to shoot up through 

the stones. and particularly within the railing of the statue: 

the soldiers who are always lounging about the palaces, would 

remove the evil in "'most the time that I bave taken to com

nlf"nt upon it. 
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CHAP. IV. 

,.ALOQR P.iCETIOUS-GALLERY OP PAINTINGS-CURIOSITISS-TYCHO 

BRARE'S GOLDEN NO'E-THB GARDEN' OF PllEUEAJeSBERa-THB 

cnOWN PRlNCE-THE FASHIONABLB SCHOOLMASTER AND LITTU 

:lAIlONET-GRATEPUL I'EASAHT-aSLIGION-EXCELLENT LAW

THE BURGOMASTER AND CANAItY BIRD-THB HERMIT OF DIlON_ 

NJNGAABD-QUICKNESS OF VEGETATION-THE P.lUSONER'!! SVN

PALACE OP ROSENBBJlG-TABLK D'HOTE-DJWLL MISCONCBPTIOl'f 

OF THE El"GLJ8H LADIltS-a"Sp ROUSI-DUTCH TOWN. 

THERE i. something very ple"""nt in contemplating the 

most inconsiderable actions. eveo the little badinage of great 

men. I forgot in "" last chapter to mention the playful good

humour which Lon! Nelson displayed soon after the battle of 

Copenhagen roads. By the ship which collveyed his dis

patches to England. he oent a note to some rt'Spectable wine

merchants to whom he was indebted fur some wine, in which 
he sportively said that ... he trusted they would pardon his not 

U having !OOller sent a checque for his bill, on Rccount of his 
.. having heen lately much erogG/Jed." 

fll OlW of the wings of Ill. burnt palace. to w hieh the flames 

did not rxtcnd. the .<rallery of pictures and museum of curi-



54 TVCHO BRAHE. 

~ili~ arc placed. In th(> fonner we found. a few excellent 

pictures, and particularly noticed a Jesus betrayed, by Michael 

Angelo; a naked V cnus, in a ycry singular posture, oy Titian; 

a good \V oman, by l£onardo de Vinci; the Holy Family, by 

Uaphael; a clt::ad Christ on the crOSl', by Rubens; adjoinill~ 

to this is an unaccountahle picture 111)()11 a large scale, the sub

ject, l'allt'll Angels: tIIP artist, with singular whim, has sul~ 

~titllted hutterflies for fig-leaves. 

In the c.'1binf't of curiosities is a very ingenious invention for 
tranquillizing (he fears of jealous hu,bands; a stutfc'<l stag, 

said to have lived several centuril.'S; a lion ano bear; there 

i~ hefe also a re}e:-.tial globe made by Tyeho Drahe, who was 

M'nt to Copenhagen by his father in the sixteenth century to 

study rhetoric and philosophy, hut the great eclipse of the sun 

on August the 21st, 1562, engaged him" studya,tronomy. 

He was the inventor of a new system of the world, and had 

some followen;. but it is said that his learning made him super

ditious, and his philosophy irritable, to such a degree that in a 

philosophical dispute the argument rose to such a pitch of per

sona! violen"" that he lost his nose, which he supplied by a gold 

and silver one admirably constructed; he was also very fond of 

Automata, and the reputati!lD..mich he obtained of a conjurer. 

I was much pleased with the convivial cup of the celebrall!<! 

Margaret of Valdemar; it had ten lips, which were marked 
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with the ",'Spective names of those whom .he honoured with 

her intimacy, who were the companions of her table, and were 

permitted to taste of the Tuscan grape out of the same vessel. 

There are here also some eX(lui&ite carvings in wood, hy a 

Norwegian fa.n:ner. with 1\ common knife ; some mummies 

badly "reserved; a piece of amber weighing more than twentv

,",yen pound..., found in Jutland; lu,tres of amber; sevoral mo

dds of ships in amber. j"ory. shell, and mother of Pf'arl ; beau

tiful works of ivory ; a toilet of ambt'r of surprizillg workman

ship; a great lu!)tre ortlle !!klme. witll tw{'nty~four bran<.1tes. made 

by M. Spengler. A comp!.-dt c1o.et filled with bits of wood. 

cantco hy the peasants of Nonvay, who are extremely t'xpert in 

this work; a portmit of Denner; a bit of ivory. prettily worked 

by Queen Loui .... mother of the present King; others of the 
• 

same kind. by Pierre Legrand; the emperors L.-opold. Ro-

dolph II. &e.; Jesus Christ on the ~ross. carved ill wood. of 

so fine n workmanship that it must be seen through a magni

fYing glass, it is attributed to Albert Durer ; a carriage with 

six horses. of an iooonceivable smallness; a great jug of ivory. 

with a triumph of Ba<:chus of a very fine workmanshil~ by 

Jacob Hollander. a Norwegian; the descent from the cross. 

a superb piece. by Magnus Berg; seveml figures dressed in 

foreign dreS!!es. Indian. Chi"""". &c.; great vases of gold and 

silver; a /lagon or decanter of rock chry,tal. very beauti

lully engraved; a hom of gold. found in J uUand. in 1639; 

the inscription on which bas puzzled the \earned; a bu;t of 
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Brutus in bronze; many precious antiquities of the country ; 

a portrait of Charles XII.: the skull of archbishop Absalom, 

with hi. dress: the prelate's skull reminded me of the ridicu

lou. que»tion which a lady put to one of the librarians of the 

Britb.h museum, U Pray sir. have'nt you a skull of Olh'er 

Cromwell here /" "No, madam," replied lhe man oflcarning 

and antiquity; "Dear mc,:' said she, If I wonclt'r at that, for 
they have a vcry fine one in the museum at Oxford." Then-> 

are aJ!!IO some curious religious utensils, which were u~ by tht" 

ancient natives orthe north. Such is a sketch of the Dani"h 

g-..ulery and mUSPllln, which is worthy the lIotice of tlt~ tra
veller. 

In oruer to have a better view of the city, ueo" leaving 

the m_um, I WlCended by an external spiral stair-olSe, the 

top of the church in C¥stiall-haven, one of the quarters uf 

Copenhagen: from this eminence the view was delightful; the 

city, its palaces, churches. docks. ar.enals. and the little Dutch 

town which lay about two English miles off: the roads, the 

shOre!> of Sweden. and the Sound embellished with ships, lay 

like a map below me. Immediately underneath us we saw a 

funeral procession of a principal inhabitant, proct't'ding to that 

"dark and narrow boo.... wbose mark is one grey stone:" 

the coffin, covered with a pall. was placed upon B bier, sur

mounted with B cruoopy. wbich moved upon four little brood 

wbeels, and .... drawn by B pair of ho1'l!e!l. I regretted to 01>

""I'Ve that the Danes pursue the same pernicious custom which 
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obtains in England of burying their dead in the cIty. There 

art' people who live in the tower of the church, to give signals 

in ca';e of flre breaking out, of which the Danc!o. hal f" a great 

dread, for no people have suffered more from it" destruaive vb.i~ 

tation. A precautionary warning to the inhabitant., to take- care 

of their fires and candles, and a long string of blessings ul)on 

the heads of all the royal family of Denmark, c<""titute the 

elaborate subject of the watchman's comment after he ha-. an. 

nounced the time. Nothing can be more annoying to a r.l~ 

tigued strang'er than his noj!<lY and melancholy ditty every 

half-hour; but the police is admirable, and the city s.~fe at all 

hours orthe night. This church wa.') the only one which was 

worthy of notice. ThE:' Lutheran reli!,:rion seldom arrays her

~'lf in the f,'l'aC'Rful drapery of the arh.; ('onfiding ill the pu

rity of her precept.;;, and the devotional "'pint of her una!;piring 

follower~, ~he is !:<>3.ti~fied if her shed but repel thf' !-tonn of'the 

heaven~ i nor does she M'ek to attmd til(> wanderer to her 

temple. by the elegant and expressi\'e po" ers of'tht' archik('t. 

the painter. and. the statuary. The ExchangC' i" a lar~t' an~ 

eient bllilcling of bri('k: within are little shops, very 11111('" )'1'

l'oembling Exeter Change, in London, but more commodillll .. and 

llandsome. At the entrance ntarest to the humt palan: tile Int'r

eliants u.·.;.~mble. ] n this quarter of the town there arc SOUlf' 

excellent pa>try shops, where the English and other f,.rcigll 

news-papers are taken in. The beautiful appearance of the 

~vening attracted us to FredericsiJerg. the palace of which is 

1 
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small, and stands upon an cmjn~ncc; the gardens slope from its 
terrace: they arc confined, but ["'te/ully arranged; the Crown 

Prillce .hares the delight they afforU in common with the 

meanest of his subjects. 

As the King resided at this time in the palace we could not 
see it, and from all that I could learn we had not much occa

sion for regret. He passes much of his time here, which he di
vides between billiards, romane"", and his fiute; he enjoys good 

health, but his mind is so iufirm that his royal fUIlctions sel

dom exceed the signing of state papers. 1 Was mueh disap
pointed in not having the honor of being presented to the 

Crown Prince, who at this time was in llolstcin with that able 

and excellent minister Count llernstofJ: The Priuce is vir

tuaUy the sovereign of the kingdom, a$ his father h .. for many 

years presented only the phantom of a king. The misfortunes 

of the august mother of the Prince. his virtues and his wisdom 

unite to render him very interesting to an Englishman. In 
person I w .. informed that he was short and slender, his eyes 

are of a light blue, his nose aquiline, his face singularly filir, 
and his hair almost white; his mind is very capacious, culti~ 

vateu, and active: his disJXlSition is very amiable; u.ud in the 

discharge of his august duties he is indefatigable. He is an 

enemy to Ui,.ipation and parade, and .. raids the latter upon 

all but necessary occasions: his virtues constitute his guard of 

llOnour. and excite di..c¢inction and respect wherever he moves: 
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in his youth he was a prince of great promise, and every 

blossom has ripened into fruit. At the age of sixteen he effected 

a revolution in tllC councils, and crushed the powerful am· 

bition of the sanguinary Juliana :Maria, and conl'ligned her in
triguing and turbulent spirit to the shades and seclusion of 

Frieden,berg, . by a master-piece of discretion, eloquen",', and 

policy, 

If the Prince has any fault, it is that he does not sufficiently 

appreciate the genius of his country. which is more commercia) 
tlmn military, Impelled by a martial enthusiasm, he appears 

to consider the encouragement of commerce. as an object less 
worthy of his notiee. than the discipline. and perhaps superfiu~ 
ous augmentation of his troops. whose energies will in aU hu· 

man probability, be long confmed to defensi,'e opemtion; yet 

in another mode this prince has sagaciously consulted the in

terests of his <.auntry and the happiness of his people, by aD
&taining from any material participation in those conflicts, 
which have so long deteriorated the interests of tllC rc .. t of Eu

rope. Small in .ize and resources, Denmark has every thing 

to lose and nothing to gain. A dwarf amongst giants, had she 

moved in the general confusion, she would have been crushed 

by some powerful fOe, or trodden upon by some ponderous 

ally. The king's daughter is married to the Prince of Augus

tenbourg. and is spoken of us a vcry beautiful anu accom

plished woman, The daugl,ters of Prince Frederic, the bru-

t 2 


