
(j(J LEVEE DAYS AT COPENHAGEN. 

ther of the king, and the favourite son of Juliana Maria, are also 

much beloved and admired. 

The court days in ~ummer are few: in winter there is a Ie. 

Ye<' Ollt.'t' a fortnight: on these clays there are suppers, when 

strangers, upon the presumption of their having the rank of C~ 
lond~. are invited. At thi1!t meeting the numocr of men and 

women j~ l>qual. and. all prccf'dcnce, except that of thl' royal 

family, is determined by drawing lots as at a ban in England. 

In the winter, when people aggreg'dte from necessity together. 

the wcial meetings in Copenhagen are said to be very fre· 
quent and delightful. and the minister.: are very polite to 

!:ob-angers well introduced. 

The action of the 2d of April was of too short a duration to 

produce any other impression on the country than a temporary 
irritation, and the event of that day taught her the impolicy and 

danger of departin); from a state of unequivocal neutrality; at 

the snme time it display(.'d to the world what n~ver yet was 

questioned. the valour and enthusiastic patriotism of th(' Danes. 

It will be considered, however. as somewhat singular, that for 
two successive years, they commemorated the return of that 

day. as a day of victory. A whim.ical Dane adopted anotl,~r 

mode of softening the affair, by endeavouring to prove. what 

was his own irremoveablf> conviction, that Lord Nelson was of 

Dani3h extraction. They now? however, confine themselvf>S 
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to the glory of a gallant but unavailing resi~tance, and. In a 

little lapse of time their love for the English will return to its 

former channels. 

The condud of England upon this memorable occru.ion, re­

minds me of tht' policy of a certain fCllohionahle school-ma'iter 

who had the care of thn.""e pupils of di~tinction, a dukl', a vi!)­

count, and a baronet; the boy of the highest rank, who was 

the oldest and the most miSC'hicvoll'3. dtlrin~ tht' alisenc(' of til€' 

learned doctor, prt:'\'ailcd npon his comrudt'!' to sppnd an {"Vf'n· 

ing at a fashionable bagnio; the doctor lInE"xpectt'(lIy retumed 

in the interim, and upon discovering whf'rc hi~ pupil~ had bC't'n, 

ft.'It a reluctance in wounding the high freiinf:,"S of thE" dukE> 

and viscount, and vi~iterl the sins of all three upon the hapl~ .. 

lower seat of honour of the poor little barond. Thus Hussia 

and Sweden Iftl Denmark into the' northern confi->deracy 

again~t the supremacy of the Hriti~h flag, and 1 .• ord N ebon 

whipped thE" latter for the presumption of all tile partie:::. to the 

said It'oguf'. Denmark has rC'uped the frnit::, of lwr Ill'tltralit~r. 

and without fatiguin~ the reader by a long ::,tring of compa­

rative export,;; and imIXlrt.·.;, nothmg can be dearer than that 

her interests have been in a state of progre~'1ivc amelioration 

for several years past. The radical emancipation of ller pt'fi­

iiantry has remunerated her with a merited reward. the love of 

a free people. and the happy results of unsha('kled enterprize. 

This blessing ha' not only been fel~ but expressed. 
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A few miles from the capital. on one side of the public road. 

is a plain and simple monument, expressive of the condition of 
those who raised it : it was crected by the peasants of the late 

Count Bernstoff, in gratitude for their liberation: 

'Tis liberty alone that gives the ftow'r 
Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume i 
And we are weeds without it. COWPIUl. 

Curiosity led me one day into the principal court of judi. 

cature: it was a handsome large room. in a !".luge of buildings 

in which the governor of the city resides: the throne was in 

front; twell·e judges presided attired in rich costume; there 

were only two advocates present, who wore emoroidert,-d capes 

and blue silk gowns. The laws of Denmark. with an excep­

tion to the forest laws, are simple and wholesome, and are im­

partially administered. although the king is despotic. J u>tice 

does not appear. preceded by COITUption. wld followed by Fa­

mme. There is one law in D~nmark which restrains tht! ty­
ranny of parcnts towards their children. that doserves to be 

particularly mentioned: No parent can. by hi. own act, disin­

herit his child: if he thinks that his son will dishonour him. 

and diSSIpate his fortune. he cannot change the usual channel 

of his property. without applying to the sovereign for penni ... 

sion, who, in council, cautiously considers the allegation and 

answer; and thus the refusal or permission is the result of 8 

public process. Admirable as the laws of England are. it 
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would be well if such a law as this, adapted to the genius of 

the constitution, could be introduced. Alas! in England, 

how often is the happiness of an excellent child sacrificed to 

the unnatural caprice or pride of an angry, foolish, mercenary 

parent I 

The mildness of the Danish government is such, that when 

the king and the subject, as is frequently the case, happeu to 

be engaged in litigtl.liun, respecting titles to land, the judges 

arc recommended, if the point be dubious, to decree in favour of 

the subject. A short time before we arrived, a woman had 

been found guilty of murder, and she was sentenced ouly to 

four years of solitary confinement. The Crown Prince is un­

willing to see the sword uf jUl)tice stained with human blood : 

he is merciful almost to a fault; 

The qu:llity of ruercy is not strained; 
It droppetb, as the gentle rain from heav'n, 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blessed I 
It bles.scth him that gives, and him that takes. 

The internal taxes are raised or reduced at the discretion of 

the king, which with the customs and tolls upon exports and 

imports, the duties paid by foreigncnl, and his own demesne 

lands and confiscations. constitute the revenues of the crown. 

The land tax ad valurem is admirably managed in Denmark, 

by which the soil is charged according to its fectility, which i. 

estimated by the quantity of grain required to sow a certain 
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quantity of land. This tax is formed into classes: the pea_ 
sants have no a-;"~lgnable property in the soil, like tenants in 

England upon long leases; they contract with their lord to 

cultivate so much land, in the manner prescribed by the ordi­

nances respecting agriculture. and pay their rent either in mo­

ney or pronSIOll . Such. is the law now, that they can expert· 

cnee no 01'1 )J'eSSlOn : 

Princes and Lords may flourish or may fade, 
A breath can make them a, a breath hath made, 
But a bold Peasantry, their Countl'J"s pride, 
When once destroy'd can never he supplied. 

The hospitality of the numerous and highly respectable fa­

mily of the De Conincks, the principal merchantsatCopenha. 

gen, would not suffer tiS to quit the capital, without visiting 

their uf'uutifui seat called Dronningaaru or Queeu's palace. 

As we reserved Sunday for this EttIe country excun;ion, Wt' 

learned. not without some' in(:onvenience, that the Danes 

are remarkably rigid in tht:oir observance of the hours of wor­

~hip. On that day during divine service no one is permitted 

to quit or enter the city but at one gate. Immediately after 

we had passed the wrong draw-bridge, the clock struck eleven, 

and the gate closed upon all erratic sinne .. : this unlucky 

event compelled us to go round tl,e ramparts, and make a de­

viation of several miles. Thoroughly impressed as I am with 

the necessity of preserving the sanctity of the Sabbath, I must 

conr .... I am at "loss to see the utility of barring gates to keep 
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religion in, This expedient appears to me as useless as that 

of a burgomaster, who, upon a favourite lady flying to him. in 

tears to tell him that her canary bird had escaped from its 

cage. ordered the drawbridges of the town to be raised to pre­

vent the elopement of the little fugitive. The gates are shut 

tn summer at twelve, and in winter at seven at night. 

Dronningaard is the Hrst private l'e~idence in Denmark. lies 

about sixteen English miles from til(' city; the grounds. which 

are very extensive, and tastefulJy laid out. slope down to 8 

noble lake, twelve English miles in circumference, and i:-. 

skirted with fine woods, and romantic country hOllSf'S. At 

the end of a beautiful walk I was struck with the appearance 

of an elegant marble column. on a tablet allixed to which WI1.' 

inscribed: 

Ii This Monument ill erected ill g ratitude to a mild mId 

beneficent Government, under whose auspice:~ 

1 enjoy the blessings that surrollnd me," 

1n another part of tile grounds, in a spot of deep ~c1usioJl, W(~ 

beheld the ruins ofa hermitage. before which was the channel 

of a little brook. then dried up; and a little further. in a nook. 

an open grave and a tomb-stone. 

The story of this retired spot deserves to be mentioned. 

Time has shed many winter snows upon the romantic beau­

K 
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ties of Dronninganru. since olle who, w("ary of the pomp of 

courts and: the tumult of cam[>l', in the prime of lit~J covered 

with honours lind witlt fortune, sought fi'om its hospitable 

owner permission to raise a scqllcstered cell, ill wi lid I he migllt 
pass the remainder of his days in aU the aU!:iteritics ano priva. 

tioll of an anchorite. This Mng'ular mUll had long, previous to 

the revolution in Hollaud, distingui~lH.·(\ himst'lf at the heru.l of 
his regiment, but in an unhappy moment the love of aggr.m­

dizement took possession of his heart, and marrying under its 
influence, misery followed: and here, in a little wood of tall 

firs he- raised this simpl(' £\bric: moss wannet.l it within, and 
the bark of the birch defended it without; a stream of rock 

water once ran in a bed of pebbles before the door. in which 

the yonng willow wpt its leaves; ami at a little distance from 

a bed df wild roses the Iabcrnum gracefully rose and suspended 

her yellow flowers: he selected an adjoining spot for the depo­
fi:jtory of his remains when death 

--like a lover',. pinch 
That hurts, but is desir'd, 

should have tenninated all hi. sufferings here. Every day he 

dug a small portion of his grave until he had tilli,hc<l it: he 

then compose<! his epitaph in French, and had it inscribed upon 

a stone; the reader I think will he ple"st'd with it in the Eng­

lish dress which it has received from the distinguished pen of 
Willianl Hayley, E",.: 
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TilE HERMIT. EPITAPH. 

Here may be rest, who, shunning scenes of IItrik, 
l':njoy'd at Dronning.ard ;\ Hermit's life; 
The faithless splendour of a coun he k.new, 

And all the ardour of the tented field, 
Soft !luSioR'S idler charm, not less untruc. 

AmI all that liatlc:is I,uxury can yield. 
He tasted, tender Love! thy ch.aster swcet; 
Thy promis'd happineu prov'd mere deceit. 
To Hymen's ballow'd fane by Reason leJ, 

He deem'J the path he trod, the path of bliss ; 
Oh! ever mourn'd mistake! from int'rest bred, 

Its dupe was plun~'d in MiKrY's abyss. • 
Bnt Friendship ofter'li him, benignant po"er, 
lIer cheering hand. in trouble'. darkest hour. 

Beside thi. shaded .tre;un, her soothing voice 
Bade the disconwlate again rej~ce: 

Pence in his heart revives, ~nely sweet; 
The calm content so sought for u hili chOKe, 

Quits him no more in this bcluv'd retreat. 
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In this ~ingular solitude he passed several years, when the plans 

of his life became suddenly reversed, by a letter of recal from 

his prince, Wllich contained the most flattering expressions of 

regard. The wishes of his sovereign and of his country were 

imperative, he /lew to Holland, and at the head of his regi. 

ment fought and ic·H. The night preceding his departure, he 

composed a farewell to the enchanting scenf'ry in whose I)(). 

som he had found repose, which a'i an afic..'Ctionate rcmem­

hranCf' of the unfortunate hermit, is inscril:ted upon a tablet 

of mal'hk, raised jJi a little grove not far from the hennitagc; 
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for the following translation I am indebted to the poetic and 

elegant milld ofLRigh Huut, Esq.: 

FAHEWELL OF mE HERMIT OF DRONNINGAARD. 

Vain 'Would life's pilgrim, ling'rmg on hi .. way, 
Snatch the ,hort respite of a tummcr's day; 
Pale Sorrow, bending o'er hi. sad repose, 
Still finds a tear in ev'ry .helt'ring rose: 
Still bre:aks his dream, and leads th' unwilling .Iave 
To weep, and wander to a distant grave. 
E'en he, whose steps since life's ungeniai morn 
Have fobnd no path un&etted with rude thorn; 

From all he lov'd must turn his looks away, 
Far, f.rr from thee, fair Dronningaard, must .tray, 
Must leave. lhe Eden of hi. {aocy's drcma. 
Its twilight groves and long.resounding streams; 
Stream., where the tears of fond regret have nn, 
And back return to sorrow and to man I 

o yet onee more, ye graves. your sighs repeat, 
And bid farewell to these reluctant feet: 

Once more arise, thou 50ft,;11ou s<H>thing wave, 
In weeping murmurs, ere 1 seek my grave; 
Ere yet a tbousand social ills 1 share, 
Consuming war, and nlore consuming care, 
Pleasures that ill conceal their future pains, 
Virtue in want, blest Liberty in chains, 

Vice, proud and powerful as the winter', wind, 
And all tbe dire deliriums of mankind. 

Yet e'en this heart may hail it. rest to come; 

Sorrow, thy reign is ended in the tomb! 
There dose the eya, th:at wept tbeir fires :away; 
There drop the hands that cbsp'd to mourn :and pray; 
Tbere sleeps the restlessness of aching bearts; 
There Love, the tyrant, buries all his daft'! 
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o V2Dt me, hen'n, thw tweedy to repose! 
Til thus mYlOul ,hall triumph o'u its woes : 
Spring from the world, nor drop one painful tear 
On all it leava, on all it tteatures here; 
Save once, perhaps, when peruive moonlight gteams 
O'er Dronningaard's meek. shades .and murmurin, streams, 
The sacred grief, to dear remembrance true, 
O'er her lOft flow'rs may shed iu gentlest dew, 
May once in sounds, that loothe the ,utF'ring mind. 
Breathe its Jorn murmurs through tbe solemn wind; 
Lament, sweet spot, thy charms must wither'd be, 
And linger e'en from heav'n to ugh for thee! 
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The dispatch with which nature pushes on her vegetation 
in these cold climates is amazing: this delightful spot, which 

was now in full foliage, presented nothing but naked branches 

a fortnight before. I quitted Dronningaard with almost as 

much regret as did the devoted eremite. 

A visit to the Crown-battery was very interesting. A young 

Danish ollicer, who was present at the battle of the ""cond of 

A pril, pointed out the respective positions of the fleets and 

block ships, and described with gre.at candour and liberality the 

particulars of the engagement. This formidable battery is 

about half an English mile &om shore, is square, and the:' watf'r 
nows into the middle of it; it is now very rapidly enlarging, 

and undergoing such altcrntions as will make it a place of great 

,;Irength. It is also in contemplation to mise a fresh battery to 

the southward in addition to that called the lunette. The bar­

hour is very capacious and safe. The holm or RJ'!'('nal is not 
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.hewn without the pennission of the admiral. The ships in or­

dillllly are flllely arranged and make a gallant show: a g'dllery 

tlf narrow bridge, ri"bting upon piles, runs on each side of the 

liuE', which is patrol cd clay and night. The magazines. {iJrgcs, 

ana wurkshops are upon an admirable comtruction: each !-Ihil) 

ha ... her diRt-rent nmgazine, containing all the materials for 

her rapid equipment. This depot is fumislu.-d. with iron from 

Non,'ay. hemp from Riga. cloth from Russia and Holland. alld 

wood from Pomcrnnin. The rope-walks are eaeh a thousand 

feet long. As I was enjoying, one fine afi:cmoon, a row 

in that part of the harbour where the arsenal is, and nothing 

can he more beautiful or interesting than ~uch an excurs.ion, 

I o!>served a man of war lying near the quay of a peculiar 

construction: she swelled amazingly in the upper sides, fonning 

a considerable portion of a circle, for the purpose of cnuuling 

her to bring seversl of her after guns to act with her bow 

guns or with her stem chasf'l'S: she had a very clumsy app('ar .. 

ance, and I was iufonned that the experiment had not Ull .. 

swered the wishes of government. The number of mer .. 

chant vessels we saW at the quay confirmed the account we re­

(x:ivoo of the magnitude of the Danish commerce. Naturf'. 

which has broken the kinb'<iom into islands, h .. < iru,lincti,'e1y 

made the Danes, merchants and sailors: their principal foreign 

trode is with France. Portugal. and Jtaly. and the F.ast and 

'Vest Judies: their principal domestic trade is with Norway, 

and even with Iceland. which. to all but its I,atriotic and con-
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tented native, is a most deplorable country, the , 'ery out!:ikirts 

of the world. The seamen are N'gistercd, and are divided into 

two classes. the stationary sailors who are always in. the employ 

of the crown; the others are, in times of JX'ace, permitted to 

enter into merchant ships, subjeet to recal in case of war, and 

have a small annual stipend. The academy of murine cadets 

furms one of the palaces in the Octagon; it was founded by 

rrederie V. ] len~, and at an hotel which helongs to it, ~ixty 

youth!:i are maintained and in!:itruct.eO in thc principles of ml\'j~ 

galion, at the expt!uce of the crown. There are also scveral 

other young gentlemen admitted to the s('hool, hut arc not 

maintained there. En>ry year several of these gallant pupils 

make a cruise in a brig of war, that Uwy may hlenu Jlmctice 

with theory. The academy of land cadets is pretty ncarly UpOiI 

the same establi~hment: finy boys are maintaincd alld edu­

cated for n military life, hy the crown, and others are admitted 

to the school, but maintained at their own ('xpencc. The for­

mer are well fro, but are never pennitted to driuk tt:a. III the 

academy is a riding houSt', and in the adjoining staUles t'i~lit 

horses are kept for the use of the young pupils i;1 the art ufriding. 

In the course of my rambles I visited the citadel, which is 

small amI stands at the l>xtremity of the city. and contains two 

battalions; it has two bratt's, one towards the city, and the 

other towards the country; the latter is well fortified by tin.' 

bastions. Adjoining the chapel is the dungeon in which the 
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Couut Struensee wa~ confined; it i:-; indeed a most dillmal 

hole; it was here that he lightened th(' weight of his chains 

and the horrors of imprisonment by his flutt", upon which, so 

little apprehensive wa'i he of his impending fotf', that his favou­

ritt· air wa'i from the De!:lerteur, beginning with Mow'i,. ("est 

llotre derllier ,'eSSol't, Upon quitting this melancholy ahode 

we I"Pquestcd. the soldier who conducted us to shew u~ that of 

his unhappy fellow-sutferer Bmndt; he accordingly led '" 
through a gloomy stone passage. and after unlockillg amI. un­

barring a massy door L'Onducted us up a winding stone stair­
case into the cell, where. to my surpri!4e. a sun-beam slanting 

through a smaU grated. window. presented to liS the figllre of 

a man of respectable appearance, and of abo lit the middle ag(' 

of life, emaciated by IOllg confinement and bowed down by 
grief. As we approached him a faint blu,h partially sp .... dd 

over his sallow cheek. and a tear stood in his eye, which he en­

deavouTPd to con('eal with his hand. and with a how of hu­
miliation turned from us to a little bird cage which he ",a._ 

constructing. We apologized for our intrusion, and hastily 

turning towards the door, we beheld a beautiiul boy standing 

near it, apparently about eight years old; his look at once ex­

plained that the prisoner was hi. father: the lace of this little 

child of sorrow was the most artie .. and expressive I ever be­

held. As we descended he followed, and when at the bottom 

of the stairs, we asked him why he looked so pale, the little 

creature replied in French, "Ah, Sir! I look 60 because I 
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.. have just recovered from a fever; I do not always look so : 

I shall soon be well. but my poor papa never will." We put 

money in his hand. and begged him to take it to his futher; 

this he immediately returned saying ... No. sir. indeed I mnst 

not, my father will be anb'I'Y with me." All our efforts were in 

vain; it was a scene of affecting mystery. The ""ldier took 

up the child and kissed it, and bidding him retnrn to his fa­

tller, closed the door. He illfonned us that the prisoner hall 

been (.'onvicted of forgery. hut btated that there were many 

strong circum~tan(.·es in his favour. Oh. how I wished that 

that merciful prince whose ears arc ever more open to the 

""unds of suffering than of flattery. had heard what we heard ! 

the looks and language of the little prattler would have pleaded 

for the wretched prisoner_ 

The little ancient palace of Rosenherg. said to be bnilt. by 

Inigo J ones, attracted our notic(', the gardens belonging to 

which form the principal town parade of'the belles and beaux 

of Copenhagen. The statues in these gardens are not worthy 

of notice. although recommended to the lIoticc of travellers 

by many of the Copenhagers. III the street a(ljoinillg are the 

barracks for the foot guards. and a covered hall lor military ex­

ercise. of four hundred feet long. This Gothi<: edifice is prin­

cipally remarkable for containing the room in which the 

King holds his annual bed of justice. and for the jewel office: 

the lormer is a long low room. the whole length of the build-

L 
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UlII-': before the throne upon the floor stand three lions of 

massy silver, in different Clttitudes as large as life, and excite 

a fine idea of barbarous grandeur: the walls are surrounded 
with large pieces of ancient tapestry, somewhat the worse for 

age, representing the exploits of the most military of the Da­

nish monarchs in their wars with the Swedes. In a little 

room adjoining the hall are several services of plate, 'V8Se!l, 

wine-glasses. and goblets, in ChryNtal, which were presented to 

Frederic IV. by the Venetian States: the collection is ,'ery 

valuable and tastefully arranged. 111 another small apartment, 
we saw the saddle of Christian IV. covered with pearls, said 

to he worth SO,OOO/. which he once used llpon a magnifi­

cent gala day in Copenhagen. In the cabinet of jewels are 

the coronation chairs, crowns, and various valuable and curi­

uus assortment~ of jewelry; but I was most gratified by a 

iJeautiful service of Danish porcelain, which was made in the 

new manufactory of china, on which was exquisitely paintt>d. 

the Flora Danica, or the indigenous botanical productions of 

Denmark and Norway. 'Ve fimnd it difficult to get a peep 

at this place, on account, as we were told, of the grand marshal 
of the court always having the custody of tile key. An old offi­

cer of' the ronk of colonel ~hewed the curiosities, and through 

the hands of an attendant received a ducat for his trouble. 

From the palace I proceeded to the observatory, a noble round 

tower, one hundred and twenty feet high, in which a spiml road 
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0/' brick nearly winds to the top. so that thus fwo any olle might 

ascend or descend on horseback with perfect ease and saf~ty : 
at the top is the observatory of the celebrated Tycho llr .. .he. 

The instrument., are good and in exeellent condition; amongst 

the telescopes there is one that is twelve Danish feet long, and 

magnifies eight hundred times, made by Alh of Copenhagen. 

From this tower a young Dane precipitated himself. aslJort time 

before we visited it, aild was dashed to pieces: at the school to 

which he belonged, the master had I~ over his tnt"ribs, a.-; he 
toomshly thoug"ltt, to compliment a boY' of higher ronk, but his 

inferior in learning. The wounded sensibility of the former droYt· 
him to frenzy, and caused the melancholy catal;jtrophc above re­

lated.. N or far from the observatory is the univ('r~ity library ; 

it contains about four thousand volumes, they are chiefly upon 
theology and jurisprudt"nce; there are also about two thOU~'Uld 

manuscripts, amongst the most Tare of tile latter is a hible in 

Runic characters. This library ha~ all annual revenue of eig-ht 
humlrt.·d crowns for the sole pllrpo~e of purchasing hooks, awl 

is open to the public. The school of' su~ery is a small, neat 

and handsome modern building: under this roof a 8ingular in· 
stance of acute sensibility happem .. ->d a few yean; since, which i ... 
,till much talked of: As Kruger. a celebmted anatomical Ie,,· 

turer, was addressing his pupils, he received a letter announ­

cing the death of a very dear friend at Paris; he was observed 

to be much agitated, and exclaimed, u I have received intelli· 

gence which 1 shaU never long survive; I cannot recover the 

L 2 
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• hock." Hi, scholars, who very much loved him, pressed 

round, and bore him to his home in their anns, where he ex­

pired a lew hours Bfter. The hospital for secret Iying.in, is • 

handsome edifice: here pregnant women. who have reasons 

for seeking concealment, are received upon paying a small sti. 

pend; they enter at night in masks, and are never seen but by 

those who are necessary to their comfort, and their names are 

never required. This is a noble institution, and is said to hal'e 

produced a very visible diminution in the crime of infimticide. 

At the tabltl-a hole at Copenhagen, a stranger is at first 

.truck with the al'pearanee of noblemen with stan! glittering 

upon their breast, being seated at the same table with the ... t 

of the company. This seldom occurs but in the summer, when 

the heads of noble families who pass that season of the year 

at theirdmteaus, come occasionally to town, where their houses 

are generally shut up till the winter. It was at one of these 

places that I met with an extraordinary instance of the igno­

mnee in which a natil'e of one country may remain of the 

manners of another. A Danish gentleman, .. he was picking 

his teeth with hi. iOl·k. a delicate custom very prevalent upon 

the continent amongst all classes, observed that he had hean! 

the English women were very pretty. but he was confident 

that he never could love them: upon being pressed for his rea. 

j;()n he replied, becaase he understood they we're never seen 

without a pipe in their mouths! We told him that it was very 
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true they had frequently pip .. in their mouths, alld very sweel 

ones too, but that they never smoaked; nay. so much did they 

abhor it, that they regarded the man with disgust who inrlulged 

himself in the habit. 

At Copenhagen I had an opportunity of observing, tl,at a 

Turk in a Lutheran country can get tIS gloriously drunk a.'i a 

Chril!.tian. At a table d'hute whicll J frequented. we were occasi­
onally amused by a little fat follower of Mahomet, who had just 

arrived. with some appearcil1ce of consequence, but with a su~ 

picious application to the Danish government: the mus. ... u)man 
very soon forgot or defied the sumptuary provisions of the AI­
(:oran, and became enamoured with sotne excellent port wine 

and Engli~h bottled porter; his libations. which were jJIT'tty co­

pioust werc gencmlly followed by dancing and kicking his tur­

ban round the room; at length, he was suddenly told to look 

out for other quarters. A little facetious waiter wa ... asked wht .... 

ther he had removed him, to prevent his fluther au~rnenting 

the anger of the prophet 1 .. I know nothing aLout Iii, pr" 

.. phet," said he, .. all that I know is, that he has got no more 

., money." 

After having perused the description which traveller.; haw' 

given of the grounds and house of Count Bcrnstotf, I Wa., 

l!Omewhat disappointed upon visiting them: the former are 

certainly finely wooded, and commwl(1 a beautiful view of the 
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Sound, but theyarE' not laid out with much taste; the latter is 

by no· means splendid. I \Va. .. more gratified with the King's 

park. which is extensive and highly picturesque. a'i I was 

with the grounds and gardens of Prince J'rederic. the King's 

brother: this spot is very delightful. and on account of the mot­

ley crowds which flock to it, is ill miniature la very small one) 

at once the Versailles and Greenwich-park of Denmark. 

The Jaws of Denmark prevent the gratifications of :,hoot­

iog: a young Dane, who had hecn in England. obscrvro. to me 

one day wilh a most serious countenance, that nothing could 

exceed the impertinence of the hawks, who. availing them­

selves of the laws, flew into the room and killed his canary 

birds. 

A gloomy curiosity conducted us to the Rasj>-house, where 

capital offenders are confined for life: the male cOllvicho, some 

of whom were ironed, rasp and saw Brasil wood and rein-deer's 

horns; the latter is used in M>Up. The females spin. The 

prisoners are separately confineU: the house of correction is on 

the right: here ofiendefS of both sexes are enclosed in the same 

room, many of them young and healthy, but strange to relate, 

I only saw one little child in the apartment: they all looked 

neat and clean, and are made by their labour to contribute to­

wards their support. It h .. often surprised me that the latter 

arrangement has not been adopted in the principill pri!01lS of 
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England; surely it is a subject well worthy the notice of the 
statesman. W e have hUJl(In.....u.s of miserable wretches shut lip 

in confinement after cOllviction, who, with the exception of 
picking oakum in some of the correctional houses, and that 

too in a very desultory and unprofitable manner. do nothing 

uut render their depravity more dc'Sperate. J u;tire demand, 

that their services, if possible, should atone for their crimes; 
policy. that they should help to maintain themselvc'S; and hu­

Inanity. that their health .hould Ue promoted by their labour. 

The Admiralty-hospital. the Citizcn ... hospiL,I. the Orphans­

house. and the hospital of Frederie. are all very humane foun­

dations and well maint-dined; there is nothing in. them worthy 
of elabor-dte description. To an Englishman ,uch estauli.h­

ments, and every other institution by which misfortune can be 

relieved, misery alleviated, and infmnity recovered, ar(" proudly 
fB.miliar to his eye: they constitute the principal beauty of rvery 
town and city in his country. Although the manllfilctories 
of the north arc much inferior to those of the south, I must lIot 
omit to mention the gratilication which we derived from ,; ... it. 
ing the manufactory of china, which is very bea.utiful, and al· 
though in its infimcy. is thought to rival those of Saxony. Ber­

lin. and Vienna. This manufactory furnished the beautiful 

...-vice which we saw in the palace of RosenUerg: it is UII­

der the care of di recto.... who very libemlly and politely 
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shew the whole of this very curious and elegant establishment 

to strangers. 

I did not leave Copenhagen without visiting the Dutch 

town in the isle of Ama!<, about two English miles from the 

capital, which is inhabited by about four thousand people, 

descendants of a colony from East Friesland, who were in­

vited to reside here, with certain privileges, by one of the an­

cient kings of Denmark. fi>r the purprn;c of supplying the city 

with milk, cheese, butter, and vegetables; the neatness and 

luxuriance of their little garoens cannot be surpassed: they 

dress ill tl,e Dutch style. and are governed by tl,eir own laws. 

The road from this village to the city is constantly crowded 

with these indefatigable people. who by their bustle and acti­

vity give it the appearance of a great ant-hill . III Denmark 

no other money is to be seen than the money of the country. 

the currency of which is penally protected: I mu,t except, 

however, Dutch ducats. which pass all over Europe, and are 

very seldom below par. There is here a plwtiful lack of gold 

and silver coin, and abundance of copper. 

Having seen most of the lions of Copenhagen, we pre­

pared to bid adieu to our friends, and to shape our course to­

wards Sweden: as a 1""""""" preliminary we exchanged our 

Danish money for Swedilh #nail notes: the exchaQge was 
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about three per cent. in our favour ; by this precaution we oh­
viated the difficulty of pl'OCuring change for large Swedish 

notes in the country, and the inconvenience (and not a small 

one it is) of carrying its ('oin. We also procured a senrallt who 
spoke Swedish, which was very necessary, and purchased ropes 

and cross bars to enable us to (.'onstrud a new harness and 
tackling in Sweden according to the custom of travelling there. 

When a man is about to set out on a long journey, it is a for­

tunate thing for him if some little pleasant or ridiculous event 
occur to set him off'in good humour; nothing therefore could 
happen more opportunely than the following circum.tance : 

Just before our departure we had occasion to go to a leather 

breeches maker, to which we were conducted by our lacqllu;/j 

d. place: our gentleman, who by the bye was an Italian, alld 

the coolest of his countrymen, with the greatest sangfroid ad­

dresoed himself very familiarly to the Baron B-, the Bava­

rian minister, who was in the shop when we entered. and at 
last begged to have the honour of introducing him to us. We 

bowed to each other with a smile of astonishment at the inln" 

pid assurance of our mutual friend. We took tlle road to EI­
.ineur, attended by several of our Copenhagen friends, who 

begged to accompany us as fur as }'redericksborg, where it was 

agreed that we should dine and part. Every thing in Den­

mark i. very dear, pretty nearly as much so as in England, 

J\l 
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CHAP. V . 

••• DEaICIUOIO-BTOaI.8-PASl'lDIOV8 .. A.la.-raBBlT Lj."I­

P.lJII,u,Tli.8 01' TIlAVBLJ.ING-PRINC& WILLIAM 01' GLOVeBITE.­

CONTI N&N TAl. EQU ,. AGBS .. -·HAIILBTS- OaCHA.BD-CflONB la.O 

CASTLE-80MB A.PFBCTUIO SCRNBs WHICK PASSBD THBaS-THB 

lo'A.llBWBLL KJsa--TRB OALLANTIlY OF CAP'rAlN J4ACIIJlIDI--TJ(B 

LITTLB COVRT OP 3BLl.-'J'H& DU.T8 01' THE QVIBN MATILDA. 

THE road iom Copenhagen to Fredericksborg, distant about 

sixteen En¢oo miles, is very beautiful, and preoents a luxu­

riant dilpla.y of lakes, woods. com-6eJda, and fore<ts of beech, 

oak, and fir. Befure we """"hed that town, we paSIied through 
a forest of wild honJeS, some of which we ,",W; they had 

a noble, rough appearance, and presented a fine study fur such 

• pencil as Gilpin's. Whilst our dinner ...... preparing we 

Tioited the palace, a heavy and most incongruous massy pile of 

building, in which bleck IJlIII'bJe """tend. with red brick. and 

the simple graces of the Grecian order, with all the minute fiet. 
ted perplexities.oftbe-Gotbic; the whole ia covered with ""P' 
per, and was built by Christian IV,: it stands in a Jake, and 

seeJJlII to be fit only fOr the residence of frogs, and I believe, 
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with the exeeption of two old houoe-lreepell!, it has no other 

inmates. The Sal de Chevalier is a very long room. cM"~ded 

with paintings, badly arranged. and perishing with damp and 

mildew: l!OIIle of them seemed to deserve a better !ate. The 

pillars which support the cornice of the fire-place in this room 

w .... once crowned with silver capitals, which the Swedes car­

ried off in one of their irruptions. In the chapel we saw the 

throne upon which the kings of Denmark were fonnerly 

crowned : the roof is most superbly gilt and decomted. and the 

walls are covered with the arms of the knights of the first or· 

der. As we passed through one of the old galleries. over a 

moat, a gust of wind shook the crazy casement, and the gre'dt 

clock hea,oily struck its hour: it was altogether a place well 

suited fur a second edition of the exploits of Sir Bertrand. or 

would funn an appropriate academy for the spectre-loving pu­

pils of the Gennan school. 

In the gloomy grounds of this palace we again saw our olrl 

friend the stork: this subject of his Dani.h Majesty genemlly 

quits his territories in October. and returns in Spring; and what 
is singular, he always retUnlS to his own nest. 

From this place we walked to the royal stud. "bout half a 

mile distant, (the road to which was exquisitely picturesque) 

.... here the king has two thousand fine horse" each of which i. 

diBfigured. by being marked with a large letter on ODe side of 

M2 
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the haunch. and the year of his birth on the other. There is 

here a beautiful and very rare breed of milk-white horses: they 

always herd together. and the mares will not pennit the stal­

lions of any other breed to approach them. I have been in· 

K>rmcd that there is a similar breed in the island of Ceylon. 

There is a'i much good nature as policy in the pennission which 
hi. Danish Majesty grants to all the larmers. to have their mares 

covered by his finest stallions gratuitously: hence the fine 

breed of horses in Denmark. the keep of which happily for that 

noble animal. is tbe only cheap thing in the kingdom. 

This part of the country is said to abound more in game 

than any other. but although the forest-laws prevail with all 

their rigour in Denmark Proper. except that the punishment 

of death is commuted into perpetual imprisonment, yet there 

is but little game. and but little increase in the breed of deer. 
It is a just retribution for the severity of the prohibition. After 

a glass of excellent Burgundy. which. as it was the signal of 

departure. seemed to lose half its flavour. we pressed our ex­

cellent friends by tbe hands. and proceeded on the road to 

Eisineur. 

It is one of the penalties of travelling. and a painful one it 

is. to meet with here and there a being. who delights, attaches, 

and i. gone for ever. It was even so with one from whom] 

parted on this very spot. in all human probability never more 
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to meet on this side the gmve. He was a youth full of genius. 

accomplished. diffident, gentle. brave. and generous: he came 

from the region of mountains and cataracts, from the Swi ..... _ 

land of the north, where the winter snow is seen undisturbed . 

to settle on the naked breast of the hardy and happy peasant. 

I must again borrow the language of my adored Shakespeare, 

to paint my noble young Norwegian : 

U His bead unmellow'd, but his judgment ripe: : 
And, in a word (for far behind his worth 
Come all the praiael that I now batow), 
He was complete in feature and in mind, 
With all good grace to grace a gentleman." 

My memory will long dwell with delight upon the name of 

Knudtzon. 

Time would not admit of our seeing F rcdt'ricsvaark, which 
is near this place. The cannon~foundry and manufactories 

were established by General Claussen. who. by his skill and 

pen;everance, has triumphed over the most formidable dif­

ficulties of local situation: the whole is at present under the 

superintendence of our ingenious countryman, Mr. English. 

It is said that this establishment can completely equip a filly 

gun ship in two months, in all her gun5, powder, and stores. 

The country houses. many of which we passed. are b",nemlly 
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built of .... ood, painted red or light yellow: they seldom exceed 
t .... o ~tories, &eq""ntly containing only a suite of ground II_ 

apartments, and are fior more comfortable within, than hand,. 

lOme without. Sometitnel they are built of brick, when the 

frame and timbers are visible. ami have a very unpleasant ap­
pearance. The gardelUl are in general fonnally laid out, and 

the garden door is remarkable for being formed of a fi1une 

covered with fine wire netting, through which the grounds 

behind appear as through a muslin veil, and the garden railing 

is almost invariably heavy and tastei_. 

Through a forest of fine beech, the sun shining gloriously, 

and making the trunk of many a tree look like a pillar of 

gold, and illuminating the casement of mauy a romantic little 

eottage, we reached the palace of ];'redensborg, or the Mau­

sion of Peace: it stands in a valley, and was the retreat of 

tbe remorseless Juliana Maria, after tbe young Crown Prince 

had taken poooession of the reins of government, wbich, having 

stained with blood, sbe vainly endeavoured to retain. Here 

in solitude sbe resi'l"ed ber breath. No doubt ber last moments 

were agonized by the compunctious visitings of conscience, for 

the wrongs which she had beaped upon the unfortunate Ma­

tilda, ami her savage sacrifice of Struenoee ami Brandt. The 

grass was growing in the court, ami upon the steps. Tbe 

building i. a 1arge square front, surmounted with a dome, and 
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extensive crescent wings; the whole is of brick, stuccoed white. 

The window-shutters were closed, and the glass in several 

places broken; all looked dreary and desolate: after thun­

dering at the door with a stick. we at length gained admittance. 

The apartments were handsome, and contained several good 

Hemish paintings. The domestic shewed .... with great exul­

tation, the han in which the Crown Prince entertained Prince 

Wijliam of Gloucester with a gmnd dinner about two years 

before. The Danes always mentioned this Prince with ex­
pressions of regard and admimtion, that shewed how fa­

voumble were the impressions created by his amiable de­

portment and engaging manners during his visit to Denmark. 

The gardens and woods are very beautiful, but neglected, and 

gently slope down to the extensive lake of Esserom. As 
we roved along, the birds, with plaintive melodies, hailed the 

moist approach of evening, and our time just admitted of our 

visiting, which we did with real satisfaction, a vast number of 
statues, which are circularly ranged in an open space sur~ 

rounded by shrubs, .. preoenting the varioUII """tumes of the 

Norwegian veasar>try: some of them appeared to be admi­

rably chiseled. 

Upon returning 110 the carriage, the images of wbat I had 

juot seen produced the IOUowing lines : 
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FREDEN$BORa. 

TlU! U£S£JTED PAL"ell. OF THE U .TE Q!l£BM DOWAGER JULIAtia )I,\a,la. 

Blest 2J'e the stept of Virtue', queen ! 
Wbere' er she moves fresh, roses bloom, 
And when she droops, kind Nature poun 
Her genuine tears in gentle sbow'n, 
That love to dew the willow greea. 
That ovtt-canopies her tomb. 

But ah! no willing mourner here 
Attends to teU the talc of woe: 

"'hy is yon statue prostrate thrown. 
Why has w grau green'd o'cr the Itone, 
Why 'g2Iinst tbe spider'd CnetneJ1t drear 
So sullen seems the wind to blow? 

How mournful wu the lonely bird, 
Within yon dati:: neglected grove! 
Say. was it fancy? From it, throat 
mu'd a Itnnge and cheerless note; 
"l'w;u not 10 ad as grief I heard, 

Nor yet 10 wildly .weet as love. 

1n the deep gloom of yonder dell, 
Ambition'. blood ... tain'd victinu sighed: 

Wbile time beholds, without a tear, 
Fell Detolation hovering ncar. 
Whose angry blushes Kern to tell, 

Here Juliana mudd'ring died. 

As we <Iesoonded to Ehineur, the town, the Sound, enliv~n­

ed by shipping at anchor and under sail, and· the shores of 
Sweden, pJeU>ntPrl Sin p.nchantina nmmP.ct. which thp. hrilliA.nr.v 
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of the sky at this seaoon of the year, in these northern climates, 

enabled me to contemplate tiD midnight, The next lJlorning, 

... I was quitting my hotel to take another ramble, the Go­

vernor of Copenhagen, Prince W .. and his Princess and 

suite, who had heen spending the preceding day at EI,ineur, 

were setting off for the capital: they were all crammed into a 

shabby coach, drawn by six horses in rope ham.... It is ast0-

nishing how little a handsome tr.lvelling equipage is under­

stood upon the continent. The town, which is principally 

built of brick, is large, and has a very respectable appear­

ance. 

The gardens of Marie Lyst, or Maria's Delight, which arc 

within half an English mile of Elsineur, cannot fuji to prove 

very interesting to every admirer of our immortal Shakespeare. 

I here trnd upon the very spot, where, with all the uncer­

tainty of antiquity, tradition asserts that the Father of Hamlet 

was murdered: that affecting drama is doubly dear to me. It, 

beauties are above all eulogium; and I well remember, the 

desire cf seeing a ghost occasioned its heing the first I ever 

beheld. As I stood under the shade of a spreading beech, 

the .. Majesty af buried Denmark" seemed to say to th. 

oiIlicted prince : 
____ ' 8I.ecpiDt 'Within my otcbsrd, 

My custom always iD tile afcemooaJ 

N 
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Upon my scc:ure hour thine uncle stole, 

With juice of cuned hebcron in a vial, 

And in the porches of mine. cars did pour 

The leperous distilment----

Thus was I sleeping, by a brother's hand 

Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatcb'd. 

Cut off. e'en in the blolsoms of my sin, 

Unhousdl'd, unappointed, unaneal'd, 

No recleoning made, but $Cnt to my account 

With all my imperfections on my head. 

A more beautiful spot for such a frightful conference could 

nollJa\'c been sclecletl. TIle walks from this ('ei('hrated ~en('. 

to the tuwer which overhangs the cliff, and from whence tllcre 

is a fine vjew of Cronberg Ca..~tJc, are enchanting. There is 

a little chateau near Hamlet's Orchan] belonging to tht' Crown 

Prinre, who permit'> one of' his chamherlains, called a kam­

merherr (a nobleman) to reside here : the ,ymbol of his dis­

tinction lS a singular one; a goldcn key, fru;tened hy u blu(" 

ribband to the back part of the body of his coat. 

The spires of the fortress of Crouberg, which appeared im­

mediately lwlow me, and the hattlements upon which the 

hapless Matilda war.; permitted to walk during her confinement 

in that castle, excited an irresi~1;jble wish to lay before my reader 

a few of the most affecting circumstances, whir.h nas.<;pci nnnpl' 

its gloomy roof during ,her.eaptivity. 
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It is well known what noglect and suffering the Queen. ill 

the bloom of youth and beauty. endured. from the fald! imbe­

cility of the King's mind. and the hatred and jealousy of 

Sophia Magdalen. the grandmother. and Juliana Maria, the 

step-mother. of his Majesty; and that the anger of the latter 

was encrellSe<i by Matilda's producing a prince. all event which 

annihilated the hopes that Juliana cherished of seeing the ele­

vation of her favourite son Prince Frederick, to the throne. 

The Queen. about this period. 1769. was saved from ruin. only 

by attaching to her confidence the Count Struellsce. who. sa­

gacious, penetrating. bold, enterprising, and handsome. without 
the pretensions of birth. had ascended to an unlimited power 

over the will of the sovereign, had obtained the reins of go­

vernment, and had fur advanced with almost unexampled ce­

lerity and unshaken firmness in reforming the mighty abuses 

which encumbered and distorted the finance. the laws, the 

admini$ation of justire, the police, the marine, the anny. 
and the exchequer. and in short every department of govern­
ment. Struensee restored the Queen to the bosom of her sove­

reign, and with the assistance of Count Brandt, the friend of 

Struensee. envimned the King. and made him inaccessible to 

eveIY other pel'SOll.. . His Majesty's great delight at this pe­

riod arose from the sOcietyl.o! a negro boy, and a little girl about 

ten years of age. who used tJ~use him by breaking the win­

dows of the palace, soiling and teking the furniture, and throw-

N~ 
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iog dung lUId turf at the statues in the gwden. Strue....., 

e"P"rienced tbe usual l8te of rdOnne.... the abhorrence of 
• 

those whom he corrected. and the suspicions or indiJferenoe of 

the people whom he served. He dislodged .. nest of hornets: 

Juliana. with the keen unwearied vigilance of the tyger-all, 

watched her victims from the gloomy shades of Fredeosborg ; 

where her .. M and her party. consisting of Counts Ranzau, Kol. 

ler. and others, f",ed on the 17th of January. 1772. to clooe the 
career of their hated rivals: their savage resolve was facilitated 

by the last tatal and iofutuated measures of Struen"",. who 

beheld too late the phrenzy of precipitate systems of re­
IOrm: he prevailed upon the King to issue an edict empower· 

ing every cre<litor to arrest bis debtor without reference I<> 

birth or rank;. the nobility flew to their estates in all direo. 
lions, with revenge in their hearts; he terrified and grievowly 

offended the mild and rigid citizens of Copenhagen. by ossi­
milating its police to that of Paris, and by disbanding the royal 

foot-guruds. compooed of Norwegians, for the purpooe of draft,. 

ing them into other regiments. His days, his hours, were now 
numbered: on the night of the 16th of January.&BJBgI3i6cen1 

b41 pare was givea at the great palace, since, III I have related, 

burned. The young Queen never looked ~ lavely, she was 

the very soul of this SDene of lestivejrllndeur : 

Cdxc was in C'ftI'J ~ .... in her eye. 

It was the ..,Uected brilli~ of the expiring flame. At three 
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o'clock a dead silence reigued throughout Ibe palace: the co ... 

sl'imtors. with several guaM;. paosed the hrid&'e over the ""001. , 
IUld sUlTOunded the avenues, Juliana, Prince Frederick, IUld 

Ramau. went to the door of the King's apartment, which at 

first the fidelity of a page in waiting refused to unlock; they 

terrified the monarch by their representatiOll' of an impend­

ing plot, and thrust into hi. hands lOr signature. the orders 

for sei7.ing the Queen. Strt>ensee, and BrIUldt. Upon seeing 

the name of Matilda upon the orner, love and reason for a 

moment took possession of the King's mind. and he threw the 

paper from him. but upon being ardently pressed. he signed it, 

put his head upon his pillow. pulled the betkloaths over him, 

and in a short time forgot what he had done, Koller pro­

ceeded to Struensee'. room, and being a powerful man. seized 

the latter by the throat, and with some assistance sent him 

and Brandt in a close carriage. strongly guarded. to the ci­

tadel. Ranzau and Colonel Eickstiidt opened the door of 

the Queen', chwnber. and awoke her from profound sleep 

to unexpected horror, Tbe .. savage intrud .... are said upon 

her resisting 10 have struck her: the indecency and in­

diguity of the . sctJIe can """"",ly be imagined; after the 

Queen bad humed .. her c!oaths. .he was foreed into a car­

riage. attended by a squadreA of doagoon .. and sent off to the 

IOrtreos of Crooherg; upoa her ..... ival. abe was ""pported to 

her bed-chamber. a cold. damp. stone room : upon observing 
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the lwd "he exclaimed, u Takf" me away! take me away! rest 

.. is not for the misemblt", there is no rest for me." After some 

"iolt'lIt convulsions of nature, tears came to her relief: "Thank 

.• God," ~id the wretchPd Queen, <4 for this hlf'S.'\ing. my en~­

.. miL's rannot rob me of it." Upon hearing the voiCf' of her in­

f~\Ull he Princes. .. Louisa, who hud been sent after her in another 

t'arriugp. ~he pressed her to her borom, ki!'st'd heT with the 

most impassioned affection, and bathed her with tears. .. Ah ! 

art thou here?" said she, <4 poor unfortunate innocent; this is 

indeed some balm to thy wretched mother." In the l"'pital a 

~ne of terror, tumult, and forced fe5tivity followed: at twelve 

o'clock the next day, .Juliana and her son paraded the KinJ{ in 

hi~ stale coach, armyt>d in his reg-alia. through th€' principal 

streets, but only here alld there a solitary shout of joy was 

heard. For three days the imprisoned queen refllsro to take 

any fOod, and 

II Thret: limes me crossed the wade of sleeple" night." 

It is mid that the King never once enquiff'<l for hf'r, and now 

became the sole property of the infamous ,Juliana, who guarded 

her treasure with the eye of a hasilisk. The court of Great 

Britain made a mild but firm communication upon the subject 

of the personal safety ofthe Queen: nine commissioners were 

appointed to examine the prisoners: the following were the 

principal charges against Struen""". 
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I. A horrid design against the life of his sacred Majesty. 

2. An attempt to oblige the King to resign the crown. 

S. A criminal connection wjth the Queen. 

4. The improper manner in which he had educated the 

Prince Royal. 

5. The great power and decisive influence he had acquired 

in the government of the state. 

6. The manner in which he used. this power and in1luence 
in the administration of affairs. 

Amongst the charges preferred against the Count Ilnmdt 
was the following ridiculous one: 

.. While the King was playing in his usual manner with 
.. Count Brandt, the COllnt bit his Majesty's finger." 

I'-our commissiollCf!oo proceroed to f>xamin~ the Queen, who, 

with the wretchctl Com;tance, might have exclaimed 

- Here I and Sorrow sit, 
Here is my throne, Jet kings come bow to it. 

Her answers were pointed, luminous and dignified: she denied 

most solemnly any criminal inter('ourse with Struensee. S--, 
a counsellor of state, abruptly informed the Queen, that Stru­

eosee had already signed a confes..ion in the highest degree 

disgraceful to the honour and dignity of her Maje;ty. .. 1m­
.. possible!" exclaimed the astonished Queen, .. Struensee ne­

.. Vet could make ,nch a confession: and if he did, I here call 
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"heaven to witness, thllt what he said was false." The artful 

S- played off a master-piece of subtilty, which would have 

done bOllour to a de-mon: " Well then," said he. U as your 

.. Majesty has protested against the truth of his confes,';on, he 

.. d~en'es to dip for haying so traitorously defiled the sacred 

" character of the Quren of Denmark." This remark struck 

die wretched Princess senseless in her chait': after a terrible 

conflict between honour and humanity, pale and trembling, ii, 

n fiUlltering voice she said, u And if I confess what Struensec 

" h'L'S !-aid to be true, may he hope for mercy?" which worus 

~hc pronounced with tlw most affecting voice, and with aU the 

captivations of youth. I)('auty. and majesty, in distr<.'SS: S­
nodded. as if to ao,;sure her of Stmeusee's safety upon those 

h'rm". and immediately drew up her conf~ion to that effect, 

and Jlft.'M"'nted it to Iwr to sign; upon this her frame uecame 

agitated with the most vioif'llt emotions ; she took up the p<>u 

and began to write her name, and proceeded as fur ". Carol-, 

whf'1l ol~'rving the malicious joy which ~parklt\d ill tJU' eves 

of S--, she became convinced that the whole was a U3S(, 

stratagem. and, throwing away the pen. exclaimed, ,- I am 

If deceived, Struen.'iee rK'''er accused me, I know him too wf'1l ; 

" be never could have been guilty of so great a crime." Sbe 

endeavoured to rise, but her streugth fiWed her, she sunk down, 

fwnted, and full back into her chair. In this state, the barba­

rous and audacious S pat Ib.e pen between h~, 

which he held and guided, _ before the unfurtuD ... .-~."" 
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could recover, the letters -ina Matilda, were added. The 

commissioners immediately departed, and left her alone: upon 

her recovering and finding them gone, she conjectured the 

full horror of her situation. 

To afford some colouring to the mock trial which followed, 

the advocate Uhldal was appointed her defender: his speech 

on behalf of the Queen, was in the highest degree able, pathe­

tic. and convincing. Uhldal discharged such duties, a ... in a 

few years afterwards devolved upon the eloquent MalsherLc" 

and with equal effect: the illl1strious clients of both wert' pre­

judged: it was the show of justice. not to inyestigate. hilt to 

give a spurious eclat to their fate. How opposite w:~ .. thi!-> tri­

bunal to tlmt which Sheridan, in a blaze of eioqlwllcc, apo~tro­

phized upon the trial of \Varren Ila ... ting.;;, ESt]. ·! " From such 
u a base cariacaturc of justict'," ('xciuilJl f'(i the orator, .. I tum 

" my eyes with horror. I tllrn them hen' to this dignified and 

"high tril.mnal, where the l\'h~t.·~ty of real J ustice ~ts (~ II­

H throned. Here I perceive lu.'r in iwr proper robes of truth 

If and mercy, chruste and simple, aeccssible and patiellt, awfill 

" without l!ieveritYr inquisitive without meanness, lwr lovelie~t 

"attribute appears in stooping to raise the oppressed. and to 

.. bind up the wounds of the amicted:· 

~d tril>unal divorced the Queen, and separated her 

o 
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lor eVl'r "OIU the King, and proposed to blemish the birth of 

the Princess Louisa, by their decree, and reduce the little in· 

nocent to that orphanage u which springs not from the grdve • 

.. that Hill::; not from the hand of Providence, or the stroke of 

.. death;" but the cruel de-,ign was never executed. Uhldal 

also exertro all the powers of his eloquence for the two unfor. 
tunate Counts. Humanity revolts at their sentence, which 

the unhappy King, it is said, signed with thoughtless gaiety: 

they had been confined Ifom the seventeenth of January, and 

on the twcnty-dghth of l\fnrch. at eleven o'clock, were drawn 

out to eXf'cution in two separate carriages, in a field near the 
east gate of the town: Brandt a...;;cended the scaffold first, and 

displayed the most undaunted intrepidity. After his sentence 

Wus read, and his coat of arms torn, he calmly prayed a few 

minutes, and then spoke with great mildness to the people. 

U ron the executioner endea,'ouring to assist him in taking ofl' 

his pclisse, he said, Of Stand otT, do not presume to touch me:" 

he then stretched out his hand, which, without shrinking Ifom 

tilt· bluw, was struck off, and almust at the same moment his 

head \la' scvcft,d trom his body. Struensee, during tills bloody 

srene, ~tood at the bottom of the scaffold in tremhling 3."O'Ooy. 
and became sn ",int when hi, friend's blood gushed through 

the boards, and trickled down the steps, that he was obliged to 

be suPlx,rted as he ascended them: here his coumge wholly 

toorrook him; he several times drew back his hand, which wat; 
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dreadfully maimed before it was cut off, and at length he wa, 

obliged to be held down before the executioner could perform 

his last office. Copenhagen was unpeopled on the day of this 

savage sacrifice; but although the feelings of the vast crowd 

which surrounded the scaffold, had been artfully wrought upon 

by Juliana and h,'r partir",n .. they beheld the scene of butchery 

with horror, and retired to their homes in sullen silence. No­

thing but the spirited conduct of our then ambassador, Sir Ro­
bert Keith, prevented the Queen from being immolated at the 

same time. 

On the 27th of May, a squadron of two Briti,h frigates and 

a cutter, under the command of the ~'dllant Captain Maehl'ide, 
cast anchor off Helsillgfors, and Oil the J(lth {'n'ry thillg was 

finally arranged for the removal of the {111("('I1: UI)()1l til<' barge 

being announced, she cla.<.;ped her illlulil daughter to hel' Im.'a.<.;t, 

and sht.'<l upon her a shower of tears. The Queen 11\('11 :-'lIuk into 

an apparent stupor; upon recovering. she pn.~pared to leal' 11I·I':.df 

away, L)lIt the voice, the smiles, and endc'aring Inotion!'- of thl' 

babe chained her to the spot; at last, summoning up all 1H'l' 

resolution, she once more took it to her anns, aud ill all 1111' 

ardour and agony of distracted love, imprinted upon ib lips the 

farewell kiss, and returning it to the attendant, exclaillled. 

4f Away! away! I now possess nothing here," and was sup­

ported to the barge ill a state of agollY which balDes clcseri!," 

02 
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tion. Upon the Queen approaching thp frigare. the squadron 

saluted her as thp sisrer of his Britannic Majesty. and when Bhp 

came on board. Captain Macbride hoisted the Danish colom ... 

and insisted upon the fortress ofCronbcrg saluting her as QUPen 

of Denmark, which liiBlute was returned with two gUOf' I~. 

ThE' squadron then set sail lor Stade. in the Hanoverian do­
minions, but. owing to contrary winds. was detained within 

sight of the castle the whole day. and ill the early part of the 

fOllowing morning its spires were still faintly visible, and until 
they cmllpletely faded in the mist of distance, the Queen sat 

UPOIl the ot!ck, ht!r eyes nvetted upon them, and her hands 

cla.ped ill silent agony. Shall we follow the wretched Ma­

tilda a little farther? The path is solitary. very short. and 

at the end of it is her tom~. Upon her landing at Stade she 

proc(-eded to a little remore hunting seat upon the borders of 

the EII)('. where she remained a few months, until the castle 

of Zell. destined for her future residence. was prepared filf 
lJ('r: she removed to it in the autumn; hert" her little court 

was rt'lliarked for its elegance and accomplishments, for its 

IKlIlIIty to the peasantry. and the "heerful serenity which 

reigned throughout. The Queen spent much of her time 

alone. and having obtained the portraits of her children from 

Denmark. ,he placed them in a -retired apartment, and &e­
<luenUy addressed them in the most affecting manner as if 

prl'&'nt. 
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So passed away the time of this beautiful and accomplished 

exile, until the eleventh of May, 1775, when a rapid inflam­

lnatory fever put a period to her affiictions in the twenty-fourth 

year of her age. Her collin is next to that of the dukc" of 

Zell. Farewell poor Queen! 

" Ah! while we sigh we rink, and are what we deplore." 
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(,IIAI'. VI. 

CItOSS TIll': SOUND-SWEDEN-CINDERELLA'S MICE-RAPID TRAVEL­

LING-S1RASGE QUESTION-ROOY·GkAZING-MJSLED BY Tlti-: 

LIGHT-A DISCO\'SRY-A CAUTJON-A FRENCH HOl'EL. 

THE traveller will do right to obtain letters of introductioll 

to l\'Jr. Fl'I1Wick, our colisul at ElsincuT: they will be the tlleanS 

of making him acquainted with an amiabl(' and highly respect~ 
able family, whose manners, information, and hospitality. must 

afronl gmtification. III the' evening we procured a boat, em­

barked ourselves and bagg-ag-e, and, by the assistance of a 

gentle breeze that just curled the water, we crossed the 

Sound, about four English miles in breadth, allfl in thIT'e 

quarters of an hour found ourselves in Sweden. 'Ve pas..-.ed 

close hy Cronberg Castle, which stands upon a pcuirn;uiar 

point the nearest to Sweden. I was ag-ain forcibly ,truck with 

the abbey-like appearance of this building: it now fonns the 

residence of the Governor of Et.incur. It mount< three hun­

dred and sixty-five pieces of cannon, and its subterranean 

apartments will hold more than a regiment of men. F arne, at 

one period, assigned to it the character of the impregnable and 

impassable fortress. On the celebrated second of April, Ad-
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mirals Parkt.~r and Nelson passed it witl) perfect se~urity, am\ 

disdained to retUMl a shot. Two British seventy-tours judici­

ously moored, and well served, would, in a short time, blow 

all its boastt.'<i ba.;;tions and intrenchments at the moon. N () 

visitor, without special permission from tll(:' governor (sel­

dom granted), is allowed to put his foot upon the draw-bridge: 

why a1l this caution is used, ] know not i perhaps to keep up 

the mystery of invincibility. For my part, J am so well a'i­

SUM that the policy of power is unostcntatiou~ly to shew itself: 

that could I have dis.::harg"d a paper bullet from my little hoat 

into this redoubted castle. 1 v>Quid have enclosed in it this sen­

tence: "Where there is concealmcnt there is apprcllt:~nsion." 

This place was open to every onc, until the wand of Fatima 

was broken on the second of A pril. The Crown battery is a 

place of real force, and even Englishmen art' permitted to set' 

it without the lco",t difficulty. 

" ' . disembarked under the steep and rocky short·, of Hel­

sinborg, a small town upon a long pier, where the cH.rriagc wa. .. 

landed with considerable ri~k and difficulty; anti I waJ'll th()S(' 

who travel with one, to take good care that they cro:;s the 

Sound in L'alm weather, ~ it is obligeu to be lifted out uf the 

boat by mere manual strength. On landing, a Swedish hussar, 

a fine-look:ing fellow, in Llue loose trowst'rs and jacket, with 

his two side-locks plaited, and fustcned at the .... d by little 
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weights of lead. demanded very civilly Our passports; and. 

whil,t he went to the commllllder with them. we paid our ro­

hust boatmen in Danish money: 

For the boat 

Carriage 

Drink money 

DDlJaft Mub SlciUiJIr 

S 0 0 

2 0 0 

o S 0 

''I'e now settled all our accounts with Denmark. and pro­

cC<..'(k'tl to a very neat liUle inn. not far from the shore. where 

we found comfortable ll('COmmodations, which I suppose are 

improved by the neighbqurhood of Ramlos. where the no­

bility of this province assemble every season to drink the 

waters. Having refreshed ourselves with some excellent cof­

fee. we hastened. to the duties of the evening, which pro\,f'd 

a very busy one. for we intended to start direct for Stock­

holm. at five o'clock in the morning. and our impatience 

cost our pride nothing less than figuring away a few days 

afterwards in the Stockholm Gazette as a couple of couriers 

just landed. The reader who ne,'er means to make a nearer 

approach to Sweden. than &om hi, frre-side to his library. may 

... well pass over the following dull but necessary detail of 

money matters: 
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SWEDISH MOXF.Y. 

SILVER. 

1~ RUllslycks make 1 skilling. 

48 Skillings I silver dollar or Banco dullar. 

1 Silver dollar is worth at par five shillings English. 

PAJ'ER. 
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The notes of Government woe in plotL'S. Ricksgalds. and 

Banco dollars. 

A plote is equal to 16 ,killiDgs. or one third of a silver dol­

lar. or Is. 3d. English. This small paper is very useful to tra­

,'ellers. 

A luck'golds dollar carries an agio of 50 per cent. so that 

one sil vcr dollar i. equal to one and a half of a Ricksg'dld. 

dollar. 

A Ba1lco dollar is worth at par 58. English. the same ... the 

silver dollar. 

N. B. 13anco mODey is both coin and pnper. 

To the Swedish collector of the customs we paid 

For tax and wharfage -

Porteroge 

Dn. Mark .. Sb 

2 12 0 

1 12 0 

We paid also a little sum to the custom-house officer for a 

slight search, 
p 
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\Vhilst we were sett1ing these little matters, a young fellow, 

from whose face the picture of h()lle~ty might have been pen­

ciled. with the additional recommendation of a military ltd.4 
cockaue ami K'ather, such as might belong to the rank of a 

~('rjcant, made a low bow. and an application. which will be 
more clearly umll'rstood when the read('r is infonnecl. that in 

Sweden, the traveller who is not willin~ to wait an hour and 

a half for his ho,,",s at the end of a """t, wiJI take speeial Cdre 

to uispateh some hours before he sets off, an avante courier, 

called a vorbode, who will proceed to the cnd of the journey 

for a mere trifle per mile Swedish. which is equal to six miles 

and three quarkrs English, and ,,·iIl order horses to be reauy 
at the proper post houses. at the hours which are mcntioneu in 

his instructions. 

The peasants are obliged by law, to furnish the a<ljnining 

post-houses with a certain number of horses, acconling to the 

yalue of their farms. and are under the contronl of the post­

master. The horses are obliged to remain twenty-fonr hours 

at the post.house: their owners are paid for their time and 

truuble, if a tnwcllcr arrives ; jf not, they lose both. This 

regulation must be oppressive to the pea....ant, and injuri­

CllIS to agriculture, and calls loudly for amelioration. The 

pl;ce of posting is twelve skillings, or eight pence English, for a 

hofS{', I"r Swedish mil.. When the """t-house happens to be 
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in a town the price is douhled. The ol~jf'Ct of our visitor wa ... 

to state that he was going to }"eltzu, (a ~at part of the ,\ay 
to Stockholm) and if we would pay lu, th<'. hi,e ofa little cult 

and horse he would aet as our yorhcKlt'J and ('arry some of the 

luggage: to these terms we soon arccdC'd, alld he retired to 

rest in order to !-.tart at two o'clock in the morning, which he 

did in a little carriage, somewhat of the size and shape of that 

which in London I have seen drawn hy a large mnstiH: anti 

iiUed with dogs' meat. Our servant, who had been ill Swc(len 

before. and knew its characteristic IlOnesty. entrusteo him with 

his trunk, to which we adued another. Otlr next ('llre '\;.1.0.; to 

prepare our rope hanlcss. as our tackling was to he entirely of 

8. Bew construction, and to lay in prO\' i~ion for the jonrney. the 

m~t , 'alual>le part of which was some ribs of rOiL')ted muttoll, 

cooked after our own fashion; but)o! and behold! when 

we rose in the Inorning, our basket in which it had l){'cll most 

carefully depoo;ited, had been rifled by some ,·ilc dog, alld ollly 

a mangled and indented wreck remained. The unproyilicd 

traveller may vainly expect to find any thing \\ hich he CHit (':It 

on the road; even eggs in this part of the country arc a f'dl'it,". 

As I had it in contemplation to spend the winter at V cllice 

or Rome, I was obliged with regret to proceed direct to Stock­

holm, instead of visiting Carlscrona, the celehrated Swedish 

arsenal, the town of which we understoou was much improved 

p~ 
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since ib; reyi"al after the dreadful conflagration of 1790, nnd 

that the new docks, hewn out of rocks of granite, as far as they 

arc uc:h-anccd, are marvellous monumf'nts of labour and enter­

pnsc. For the same reason also I was obliged to relinquish 

the gratification of seeill~ Gothehorg. the second city of Swe­

«.len. and the stupemlous falls and works of Trolhretta. In 

these routes I am informed that provisions and 3CL'Ommoda­

tions are better. A lucky discovery made by our good-llU­

moured host in his pantry, supplied the melancholy empti­

ness of our basket, with an admirable piece of cold stewed 

heef, and thus pro\'ided we commenced our journey. Our 

servant drove us, attended by two peasants, to whom the horses 

belonged; one of them was seated on the box, and the other 

~tood behind the carriage, yet with such a w(·ight our «)lIf 

little horses conveyed us with the most surprising velocity. 

The animals looked as if Cinderella's protective Genius had 

waved her wand over them, WId had raised them from mice 

to the rank of tiny horse'S : they started in full gallop, and 

scarcely ever slackened their pace, until they had reached the 

"nd of their post. The peasant, drive very skilfully, and it is 

not unusual to scc a blooming uamsel assume the reins. The 

road", which are of flK' k, thinly covered with gravel and earth, 

are said to be, and I believe with truti., the finest in the world. 

We accomplishc-d several sInges at the rate of thirteen and even 

fourteen English miles an hour. At the end of each stage the 
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traveller is presented with a book called a daghok. to enter his 

name. his age, whence he came, whi~her he is going. the 

number of horses, and whether he is satisfied with his postilion. 

The spring here is scarcely perceived; nnd although it wrut 

the seventeenth of June, the morning air was very cold and 

nipping. Our road lay through Scone or Scania, said to ue 

one of the finest provinces of Sweden. The nightingale has 

seldom been kno\\-"1l to extend her northern visit beyond this 

province, and even here she but feeuly pours u her amorous 

descant," Farther northward, only magpies, woodpecken-, 

crows, and birds of the rock, are to be found. We passed 

through tQrests of beech and fir; many of the latter were 

blasted, and had a very picNresquc appearance. The /in;t 

stage was sixteen English miles, during which the only ani. 

mated creaturt's we ~W, were a group of dancing goats, and a 

boy with a flageolet, going to the fair. Between Astrop and 

Lynngby is one of the most convenient ferries on wbicb I ever 

/Ioated: we drove upon it without any difficulty, and were im­

mediately com'eyed to the other side. At the /irst post-house 

where we stopped, my astonislunent was not a little excited, 

by the peasants. whimsically enough as I then thought, asking 

us to tell them where their beloved king was. 

The first day we dined at Orke Ginga under the porch of 

a little cottage: the scenery about us was very desolate Dud 
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dreary. As we skirted some of the lake" which ahound in 

Sweden. we saw the peasant 'Women, half-knee deep in water, 

.washing their linen: they looked hanly and happy. The "r­

elutect must ever be governed by natuTf' in the sizf', shape, aud 

materials of his building. Sweden is one f'ol~tinuetl I'o(;k of 

granite, covered with fir: hence thl' cottages, wh.ich are only 

one story high. and many of the su(X'rior houses: are constructed 

of wood, the plank' of which are let into each other in a la"er 

of mos. .. , and the out~ide is painted of a I't'd colollr; the roof is 

formed with the bark of the birch, and covcred wilh turt; which 

generally present. a bed of grass sufficiently high for the scythe 

of the mower. The floors of the rooms are strewed with the 
slips uf young fir, wllich gj,,·c 1I1em the nppeardllCe of litter 

nnd dison)cl'. and the smC'1) is fur from being plcn~nt. N ().. 

thing can be more dreary than winding through the forests, 

which "'cry now and then present to the weary eye little 

patches of cleared ground, where firs had heen felled by tire, 
the stumps of which, to a considerable height, were lell in the 

ground, and, at a distance, re;embled so many large stoDes. 

Inexhaustible abundance of wood induces the rea-'llnt to t1link 

it labour lost to root them up. and .they remain to augment 

the general dreariness of the scenery. 

The population in both the provinces of SC8Jlia and 1iIna­
land i. very thinly diifused: except in the very few towns be­

tween Flellsoorg alld Stockholm, tI", abode of man but mri:ly 
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~"" the eye of the WelII'y traveller. At dawn of day, and 
all day long, he moves in .. wrest, and at night he ,leeI" ill 

ooe. The only birds we saw were woodp<'cken.. The 1"'0-
inntry are poorly hon>ed ami clad; yet, amid,! >I,ell ui..eolJ­

roging appearances, their cheek b"a.ts the bloom of health 

and the smile of content. Their clothe!-. and st()('kings are gea 

nemlly of light cloth; their hnt'i rai:,<>d in the crown, pointed 

at top, with large broad rim, and round their 'vai~t they fi-(,­

quently wear a leathern girdle, to which are fastened h~ u 

knives in a leather C'dSe. The- country in theS<' province ... ap­

peared to be very sterile; only small portions of its rocky sur­

fuce were covered with a sprinkling ofvegctablc moo'd. 

One day. w~ed by the etemal repetition of firs, we wrTe, 

without the least pJl>paration, suddenly enlivened by tiw <;()ulld~ 

-of a military band, and an abrupt opening in the for~t tli::,.. 
played, as by enchantment, an encampment of n line regiment 

of the Lindkoping. or. as it is prolloullced. Limlchipl'ing ill­
jDlltry: their uniform, which is national, is hlue 1it.cN. with 

yellow. The instantaneous transition frOUl the silencc alHl 
gloom of woods, to the gaiety and b""t1e of the camp, wa_ 

very l)leo..sing. 

At the next post from this sprightly spot, whil,t we wore 

horses, our se\Ml!l1 "'lIS again addre..ed by a re­

peasant, whflllvitii 6 serious tare, asked him, as h. 
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was a foreigner, to be good enough to tell him in what part 
of the world his belovc'(\ king was. Heavens! thought J, 

how ~trange it i~ that these virtuous people, who are so Bn/ch 

attached to their !'Ovcl'cign, should not know where ht.'" is; and 

how happy must that prinl'C be who is enquired after with so 

much afft..'Ctioll and solicitude! 

W" e <lined at .Tohnkol'l,ing, or, as the Swedes call it, Jolnl­

chippig: it is a well-built town of wooden houses. situated on 

the extremity of the lake '~T ettern, which i~ about one hun­

dred English miles long. At dinner, het"e, and every where 

iu Sw('dcn, we found that the hread and cheese had in them 

an immt'nse number of (.'Urroway seeds, hy "hich they were 

not irnpro\'cd. 

In our rood to Grenna we l-.assed by the base of vast im­

pending rocks, and commanding a fine vicw of this lake, upon 
which we saw an island about twelve mile6long. The Weller 

lake, which lies further to the north-we>t, ha., I run informed, 

two hundred trading vessels upon its bosom, many of which 

are ~hjps of cOllsiucrabje tonnage, and its shores are 80 wide, 

that ships are frequently out of sight of t11em. 

J mentioned that sometimes the graso grew n"'Y~ ."poll 
the houses; a singular instance of this oecu.,..:a.;.t before.e 

reached Nordkoping, or Nordchi~ ~w ".en 
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grazing upon the side of a !o)mith's house, "hieh was low; an 

adjoining pigstye had afforded the poor animal an easy ru;cent. 

and he apPeared to cl~ioy himself as comfortably as if he had 

ht~en in a rich well-watered IUcadoW. 

N onJI.::oping is in East Gothland, is a large and handsome 

town, and Tanks next to the capital; out the appe-.mlllcl~ of so 

many hou~s covered with high gras~, ex(·ites an imprt"ssioll of 

pOYC'Jt.y and wf(·khNlIlC'5.'i "hieh their interior immediately 

dispels. The principal beauty of this place is produced hy the 

waters of the river Motala, which, at that part where the prin­

cipal manufactories art', descends in oro ken masses with un­

common violence, and presents the appearance of a fine eas­

(·ade. The town has a high mercantile character: its prin­

cipal manufactories consist of ora ... .;;. doth, paper, and guns. 

\Ve made a curious mil-take ill're. On the e"enin~ of our 

arrival, after tea, as we strolled in the streets, we were ~ur­

prised to find them ~ silent and apparelltly desert('u, tilT ''''c 

olll~' sc'lw very few persons who wt-'re !-.Iowly moving home­

wards: at length eleven di"tinct ~trokes of the church dock 

satisfied us that sleep had hushed the populatioll of the tOWIl. 

At this time the light was equal to that of a fillc aa)' ill WII-

_~ wl~ich, 

"lOg 
dl1cti1! 
witl1 

~nitecl to our ignorance of the time, allu tu our 

tea when we ought to have suppcd, pro­

pre".,d the next day to spend it 

.bl •• -ilhabiitaollt; but were obliged lo UI>-

Q 
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dine hi~ civilities, alledging that our horses Were ordered. As 
the little oompliment which be paid us is characteristic of the 
hospitable urbanity of the well-breel people of this muntiy, I 

must be permitted to state that our amiable friend replied­

" It i:-. the fif:)t time that a Swede ever doubted an English . 

. , mall; hut J mllst atb'ntl yon to the inn to see if your rea­

H ~on ue a ~illcl're oltl .. ~that I may reclaim you if it is not; and 

" if it is, that I may see the last of you. ,. 

As we a"",nded the hills which surround N ordkoping, the 

liCenery below was highly picturesque and beautiful, and is said 

to rescmule that of Swisserland. consisting of vast rocks, lakes, 
forests of til', and scattered hamlets: This was by far the 

linest prospect which I beheld in Sweden. It is singular that 

Sweden should abound with Jakes and rivers, whilst Denmark, 

an adjoining country, should be so destitute of both. Whilst 

our horses were changing at the next post, I walked forward, 

nnd was much enchanted with the romantic scenery which 

,urrounded a neat little peasant's cottage. Out flew my sketch. 

book and my pencil, but the latter would do nothing but write 

verses. 

A SWEDISH COTI'AGE. 

Here, far from :aU the pomp ambition seeks, 
Much sought, but only whilst t1Dwtod pnjs'd; 

Content :and Innocence, with rosy cheeb, 
Enjoy the simple abed their ~ baven1s'd. 



BkL.\D. 

On a 1;1'l:y rock it stands, whose fretted b<lse 
The distant cat'ract's llJurm'1'ing watcrs lave; 

\Vhilst o'er its grassy roof, with varying gr.l.ce, 
The slender branches of the white birch wave. 

Behind the forest fir is heard to sigh, 
On which the pensive car delights to dwell ; 

And, as the gazing stranger passes by. 
The grazing goat looks up and rings hi. bell. 

Oh I in my native land, ere life's decline, 
May such a spot, so wild. so sweet, be mine. 

II.; 

J,'ortunatc would it be for the pca....antry, a..., well a..., tllt.:' tra­

veller, if J could present this cottage <L'i a representation of all 

the cottages in SWt.'(len. 1n the interior of these ahodc1'i of 

simplicity, a stranger is struck with the pastoral appearance of 

lines of large round cakes of bread, made of rye and oat..;, as 

hroad as a common plate, aud ahout the thickuess of a finger. 

with a hole in the middle, through which a string or stick is 

pa5-o;;cd, and ~llsl'endcd from the (:ci1inh'"S: this bread is very 

hard, hut SW('ct. Th<, peasants hake olily OI1Cf', at mO!-,t twit'f', 

in the ye'dr: in times of scarcity they add the bark of til" 

birch well pounded, the hard consjbtenc~' of which fl'tl'Jires tht' 

jaws of a stone-eater to penetmte. The family presents a I'<'rp<'­

tual scene of industry in weaving (.:oarse cloths, spinning thread, 

or carding flax. They drink a poor wretched Leer; but, ill 

most of thei~ post-houses, a traveller is sure to find excellent 

cO/ree and sugar. Amongst the peasantry we ",w several 

Swediih women with black crape veils: in the winter they 

Q2 
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cline his civilities, alledging that our horses were ordered. A. 
the little compliment which he paid us is characteristic of the 

hospitahle urballity of the well-bred people of this C<)untry, I 

must hc permitted to state that our ami"h]e friend replied­

u It is the fir~t time that a Swede ever doubted an English­

" man; but 1 must attend you to the inn to see if your rea­

U suu ue a :-:incere ont',that I may reclaim you if it is not; and 

.. if it is, that I may,.,., the la,t of you." 

As we ascendc-d the hills which surround N ordkoping, the 

""enery below was highly picturesque and beautiful, and is said 

to resemble that of Swisserland, consisting of vast rocks, lak.., 

loTe!ti::; of fir, and scattcrtd: hamlets: This was by far the 

finest prospect which I beheld in Sweden. It is singular tllat 

Sweden should abound with lakes and rivers, whilst Denmark, 

an adjoining country, should be so destitute of both. Whilst 

our horses were changing at the next post, I walked forward, 

and was much enchanted with the romantic scenery which 

surrounded a neat little peasant's cottage. Out flew my sketch­

book and my pencil, but the latter would do nothing but write 

Vt"rse5. 

A SWEDISH CO'ITAGE. 

Here. far from all the pomp ambitioo tceb, 
Much sought, but only "hilst tmtuted prais'd, 

Content and Innocence. with rosy cheeks, 
Enjoy th.1imfIc _ their ~ ha .. nis'd. 
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On a grey rode. it stands, whose fretted base 
The distant cat'ract's murm'ring waters bve ; 

Whilst o'er its grassy roof, with varying grace, 
The slender branches of the white birch wave. 

Behind the forest 6r is heard to sigh. 
On which the pensive ear delights to dwell ; 

And. as the gazing stranger passel by, 
The grazing goat looks up and rings his bell. 

Oh! in my native land, ere life's dedine. 
May such :I spot, so wild, so sweet, be mine. 

11.1 

I-'oltunate would it he fi)r the pca<.;antry. as well a.., till' tra­

veller, if I could present this cottage us a representation of all 

the cottages in Sweden. J n tilt' interior of these abodes of 

simplicity, a &trangcr is struck with the pastoraJ appearance of 

lines of large mund cakes of breruJ, made of rye and oats, as 

hroad as a common plate. and auout the thickness of a finger, 

with a hole in the middle, through which a string or stick is 

passed. and sH~pendt'd from the ceilinbJ'S: this bread is very 

hard, but sweet. The peasants lmke only OUef'. at 11l1/!lt twit'(·, 

in the yeW': in times of ~rarcity they add the bark of tile 

[,jrch well pounded, the hard consi~tcnc,v of which requires tht' 

jaws of a ston~ to penetmte. The fiunily pre ... nts a I'erl' .. ·· 

tual scene of industry in weaving coarse cloths, spinning thrcaU, 

or canliog flax. They drink a poor wrel<:hed beer; hut, ill 

most of thei~ post-houses, a tmveller is sure to find eXL'ellent 

OOffee and sugar. Amongst the peasantry we ,",w several 

Sweitioh women with black crape veils; in the winter they 

Q~ 
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atlord protection to the eye against the glare of the snmv; 

and, in the summer, against the fierce and sparkling reflec­

tion of the sun upon the rocks. We were surprised to fihd 

that ahm"t the only currency of the country was paper. I 

nrvt'r saw, although I understood the coin had been much 

ilHl'ron·d. uut OUt' bit of sil", .. 'r, from our entering until we 

'Iuiued SWt'dt' lI. 

l 7pOil uut' arri\ul at Ft'I~a, the last post to the capital. our 

{.'{}rbode tl)()k leave of us, and expressed very afiedionatcly ilis 
regret that he could not proccl.J with our luggage further. 

We were much plea-.ed with his civility on the road; for he 

baited every evening at the same inn with us, and ~tartcd three 

or four hours before us every morning. to have OUf horses 

ready at the different posts, and indeed I never saw a mori'­

frank, honest looking fellow. 

IV e mtered the suhurbs of Stockholm over a long floating 

bridge under a gate, and, at the cU!o.wm-house whit-h adjoins 
it, we underwent a rigorous examination, which we could 

m·itber mitigate by money nor persuasion: it was the delay 

only that we dn:-aded. The search, however, introduced us 

to a very interesting secret. Just as I had finished, in my 

careless way, sitting upon one of the trunks which had been 

strapped, a little eulogium in my memorandum book upon 

the simple fidelity of our young Swed;e, we discovered 11)1 
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cause of his having so tenderly regrette<J that he could pro­

~ no further with us than Fel\j8. His vorb.de./,ip h,d, 
• during his custody of our trunks, picked their locks, and made 

frt>e with a great coat. nankeen breeches. some shirts and hand­
kerchielS; but what our poor servant, who partook of the 10,", 

regretted most, although I never witnessed greater philosophy 
in grief: was a golden locket, given to him by some cherry­

lip'd prince.ss or another, to prevent the usual ctrt>Cb of time 
and distance on roving lovers. Some wanderers, like Voltaire's 

traveller, who observing that the host of the first inn ht' en­

tered had carrotty locks, made a memorandum that all the 

men of that country were l"f"d haired, would, from this unex­
pected development, have protested as'~inst the honesty of all 

Sweden. Heavens! what a tool should I have Leell, had I 

pennitted the felonious treachery of thit' fellow to make m(~ 

think unworthily of a race of ID('n through ages ro justly re­
nowned it)r th(,ir yaloUf ami their virtue: perhaps SWL'tIen 

never cilrolled this mall amon!;."t ht~r (·hildren. The t;")rlJid. 

den fruit too, was plac{'d close to his lip!', and an su:-picioll and 

vigilance withdrawn; and forlorn indeed would be the com.li­

tion of society, if propcrt.v had no other protection than an 
appeal to the virtues of mankind. OUf mi~fortune, however, 

.. as a feather, compared to that which Lefel an English mer­
chant on this very 8pot a few days before, who was proceeding 

to Petersburg; and, as it may operate as a scrvicable caution, 

, . ~l mention it. In his packages were some English bon-
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1It'ts, gl()\'e~, and ~hoes. I'r('St'nls to some beloved !;is~: the 

rude talons of the law poullced UrtOn the whole coll{'('tlon, and 
• 

conuenllleU their unfortunate bearer to the penalty of 1301. 

Having replaced our goods and chattels, we proceeded, pa.,;­
sing through a suburbul part of more than an English mile long, 

terrihl~' paved with large ullwipldy and unequal l)wnes, and 

entered the city which promised us great gratification. We 

drove to the Hotel F,'anfais. so called perchance. because not 

It soul in the hou ... could speak a word of French. Like 

Bottom's ideo, in the Midsummer Night's Dream, u I will get 

" Peter Quince to write n ballad of this rlream: it shaH he 

.. called Bottom's Dream, because it hath no bottom.'! After 
b'TOping up a dark winding mone stair-cru;(', we were, with mu('h 
difficulty, shewn into a comfortable suite of apartment,. It i. 

surprising that tbe botels in Stockholm are 80 few and so bad. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Il.lTlON4L •• LCOME-IRIBF DESCRIPTION OF STOCKHOLM-A GIIRAl' 

GENIUS IN DECLINE-PAINTING-SHORT SKETCH OF GUSl'AVUSl11. 

-rEMALB STRATAGEM-THE PALACE-THE STATR BED-~TttE 

OPEILA HOUSB-ASSASSINATION-l<'ORGIVENESS-A HINT NOT IN­

TBNDBJ) TO OPP •• D. 

IN the moming our slumbers were gently dispelled by music, 

which-" came o'er our ears like the sweet south." According 

to the custom of the country several musicians, I believe be­
longing to the military band, serenaded us at our chamber 

door, with some t;xquisite soft national airs, which induced us 
to rise. After breakfast we ascended an eminence of rock 

.called Mount Moses, in the south suburb, from whence we be­

held in a bireI's eye "iew this singular and beautiful city, which 
apJ><8l" to be a little larger than Bristol, is situated in 59' 20', 

of northern latitude, and stands upon a small portion of two 

peninsulas and seven islands of grey granite, washed by a 

branch of the Baltic, the lake MlElcr aud the .treams that 

t10w from it. The palace, a large quadrangular building, unit. 

q: elegance Ii> gnwdeur. rises from the centre of the city. 
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which it commands in all directions. It will be more particu~ 

lady descrlhed aftf'rwards. The merchant.,' houst'''i, which are 

in til(' south suburb, nm parallel with th€' ~pacjous quay, ana 

front the ships which are moored dO!'I' to it, art' lofty, and in a 

graceful stylf' of Italian architpcturc. Most of UI(' Lmihliugs. 

rising arnphitheatrically one anove ullotlwr, arc either stone 

or hrit'k !oItuccoed, of a white or lig-ht Yt'How t'uiour, ami 

the rooJ~ art' covered with dark or light hrown tjl~, and pre­

:-;ents with the surrounding !'Cenery of ~catt('T('d haU:('overed 

rock, thin forc::,ts of tiT, the laky, and the wjlldin~>'<i orthl' Baltic, 

a most Tomantil' and enchanting prospecL The strccl'i arc 

very hadly ,)''lH'll. 

The reputation of SergeI! the ;tatuary speedily attracted I" 
to hi~ houSt" where we beheld his beautiful Cupid and Psycht" 

which he ha. ... detRrmined shall not be ~Id. until that event 

shaH have happ(·ned which lStop~ and sUlctificlS the works of ge­

lUUlS. These figures display tht' finest conct'ptions of feeling, 

grace. and eleg-cU1ce. and heartily rlirl I rf"joice to find it in that 

country, which I tru~t will never pennit it to be removed. ]n 

a tf'mporar~· building-. we had also the gratilkation of seeihg 

tht' colm..~ l)ed~trian statue of the late Gu~1avus Ill. in bron7.e. 

which had just been cast, and was then ,is- a pre·. 

,Cllt from the citizell8 of Stockholm, and W111~~<lIIII 

I'd, 40,0001. and i. intended' to colmnnerlll!J 
tory, obtained by that illustriOns anne . 





SERGELL, THE STATUARY. I ~ I 

1790. The King, with a mild but intrepid counteuaucc, 

which 1 was informed i. a most faithful likeness of him. i, re­

Presented holding a rudder in one hanu, and extending an 

oliv€' branch with the other: he i:-> attired in the very gracctl11 
costume which he introduceu, rt'S<'mhling that of the old 

Spanish, and the feet are sandaled. It is a lIoble work of art, 

and may_ in aU human prolJability. be considered as the last 

effort of its distingui:;!,ro author: a pedestal of one solid block 

of porphyry is already raised n("fir the palace to receive it upon 

the quay. which in that pa1t is formed into a crescent. 

SergeU. 110 long and so justly celebrated. is rapidly descend­

ing into the vale of years, and although honoured and enriched, 

a morbid melancholy, such as might ar:se from neglt"ct and po-­

verty, disrobes hit; gracf"ful occupation of her attmctions. and 

renders him disgusted with himself and ,,,ith the world. It ha-; 

been said, and wry jm,tly, that onl~ extIt'me mental wretched­

ness can make a man indifff'rent 10 tht:: applallses of his f{·lIow­

creatures: such is the forlom case of the great out haplc3." 

Sergell i the friends of his youth have 110 charm for him. lilt' 

admiration of his countrymen and (If forcigll(~rs 110 l'xl.ilaru.tillll. 

Visible only to his workmen, and that rt>iuctautJy. the illustri­

ous artist is sinking into the melancholy misanthrope; but \\ 11t'11 

hi. ll8IId ~11lO longer display its skill, blstc will worship, alltl 

weal\ll will ~ the marble which it has touched, and tim~ 

will earQl his name amongst the most favoured sons of Genius. 

R 
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In painting, the two Martins, who are brothe.... may 

he considered as reflecting considerable honour upon their 

country; one of them, I believe the youngest, has painted a" 
engraved a series of views of Stockholm with great fidelity and 

beauty. 

In the academy of sculpture and painting, raised by Adol­

phus Frederick, are some fine casts, said to be the first impres­
,ions of the only moulds ever permitted to be taken from the 

antiques at Rome: they were given to Charles XI. by Louis 
X IV. There are abo som~ cast.q from the ba.<;.relielS of 

Trajan's column. The children of trad~men are gratuitously 
taught to draw in this institution, that their minds may be 

furni,hed with impresoions of taste in those trades which are 

susceptible of them. All the pupils furnish their own crayons 
and paper: out of the funds of the academy, a certain num­

ber are sent into foreign countries to improve themselves. The 

funds, unaided, would he inadequate to the object, but the 

munificence of public spirited individuals, which throughout 

Sweden is very great, has hitherto supplied the deficiency. 

The academy of scienees was founded in 17j9, and consists 
of one hundred members and foreign -.:iates. Their re­

searches, reputed to possess considerable leaming and ,!/>i1ity, 
are published every three months in the Swedish language. 
The cabinet of natural history i.. enriched with several rare 
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collections, particularly with subjects which occurred in one of 

Captain Cook's circumnavigations, deposited in the academy 
by Mr. Spannaon. 

Most of the living artists of SWeden owe their elevation and 

consequent fame to the protective hand of the late king. Gus­

tavus III., a prince, who, to the energies and capacities of an 

illustrious warrior, united all the refiut:<l clegances of the most 
accomplished gentleman: hil'l active spirit knew no repose; at 

one time the world beheld him amid.t the most formidable dif­

ficulties and dangers, leading his fleeb to glory in the hoistcr­

ous billows of the Baltic; at another time it marked him amidst 

the ruins of Italy, collecting with a sagacious eye and prufilsc 
hand, the rich materials for ameliorating the task and g('uills 

of his own country. What Frederic the Great was to Berlin, 
Gustavus tht> Third WIAS to Stockholm: almost ('v('ry oJ~jed 

which embellishes this beautifitl £ity arose from l,is patroonge, 
frequently from hi, own designs. and will IK' durable mo· 

numents of that capacious and graceful mind, which, had nol 

death arrested, would, in the profui'ion of its munificence, 

hove impoverished the country which it udorned. Thi!> pl'ince 
derived what hereditary talent he possessed from his moll", .. 

Ulrica, who, by a capacious and highly cultivated mind. di".. 

pll/oYed that she was worthy of being the sister of Frederick th(' 

Oreat. Her marriage " 'ith Adolphus Frederick was the fruir 

R2 
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of her own ull86l!i5ted addreeo, which. as it .... lOme navelty. I 
shall relate: The court and senate of Sweden sent an aruba&. 
... dor illcognito to Berlin. to watch and report upon the cl...: 

meters and dispositions of Frederick's two unmarried sisters. 

Ulrica and Amelia, the former of whom had the reputation of 

being very haughty. crafty. satyrical and capricious; and the 

Swedish oourt had already pretty nearly determined in favour 

of A melia, who was remarkable fur the attraction of her per­

son and the sweetness of ber mind. The mission of the am­

brulsador was !OOn buzzed abroad, nod Amelia was overwhelm­

ed with misery. on account of ber insuperable objection to re­

nounce tbe tenets of Calvin for those of Luther: in this slBte 

of wretchedness ,he implored the assistance of ber sister's 

counsels to prevent an union so repugnant to her· happiness. 

The wary Ulrica advised her to BiSUme the most in90\ent 

and repulsive deportment to every one, in the presence of 

the Swedish ....ma.-Ior. which advice she fullowed. ",hillit 

Ulrica put on all those amiable qualities whicb her sister had 

provisionally laid ... ide: every one. ignorant of the cause. was 

asronj"hed at the change; the arnb......tor informed his '\"Un. 
that fume had completely mistaken the two sisters. and had 

octoally reversed their recipnx:al good and bold qualities. Ul­

rica was consequently preferred. and mounted the throne of" 
Sweden. to the no little mortification of Amelia. who too !Me 
d.iscoTered the stnIagem of her sister and ..... adriler. 




