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A tnveller will find much gmtification in occasiunally din. 

"-"4 at the merchants' club, to which strangers are introouced 

by subocribel1l; here we found the dinners excellent, and served 

up in a handsome otyle at a very moderate expence; the apart

menta are elegant, consisting of a noble dinner·room, an anti. 

room, a billiard.room, and a reading·room where the foreign 

papers are taken in. The view from the rooms over the 

MlEler, upon the rocky clillS, crowned with straggling part, 

of the suburbs. is very beautiful. There is another club 511· 

perior to this in style and expenee, but as the rooms were 

under repair, its meetings Were suspended, One afternoon. 

as I was quitting the merchaots' club to go to the church of 

Ridderholm, the quay in that quarter pre.ented an uncom· 

monly crowded appearancc of gaiety and vivacity; the little 

canal which runs under the bridge leading to the church was 

covered with boats filled with garlands and small poles wreathed 

with flowers; the old and the young, the lame and the vigo

rous, pressed eagerly forward to purchase these rural decora· 

tions, destined to honour the festival of St. John, which was 

to take place the followiug day. 

The national religion of Sweden is Lutheran, but without 

jealousy it is pleMed with seeing every man worship hi. God 
in his IlWO way, 

The palace is weD worthy of notice; it is built of brick stuc-
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coed, and stained ofa light yellow, the four sides of which are 

visible to the different quarters of the city. This very ele~t 

edifice wa' begun by Charles X I. and finished by Gustavus 

.I I I.: it is composed of four stories, three large and one 

small; in the front are twenty-three noble windows; ten 

Doric coJumu5 support a hke number of Ionic cariatiocs. liUT

mounted by ten Corinthian pila.,ters; the roof is Italian. At 

('itht'r end of the grand entrance. which faces the north sub

urbs, j .. a bronze lion; the basement story is of granitt>', and 

the arch of the doors towards the quay arc compos"d of rude 
masses of that rock; on this side there are parterres m 'Cf two 

projecting galleries, and a garden; the chapel is very rich, and 

opposite to it is the hall for tilt, meeting of the Estates, where 

the seats are amphitheatrically arranged, those of the nobles on 
the right of the throne, and those of the c1CTf1Y, the bourgeois, 

and peasants on the left; there is a gallery round it, and the 

whole has u grand effect. As only the senators and their 

ladies have the privilege of entering the grand court in their 

carnage on court days, those wbo are not possessed of this mnk 
arc as milch expo;ed in bad woother as the English ladies of 

fashion are when they pay their respects to their Maj""ties at 

81. James's, where many a nur one, enveloped in a mighty 

hoop, is frequently obliged to tack according to the wind. 
Not many years ,ince, an erect stately duchess dowagor, in en· 

deavouring to reach her carriage, right in the wind's eye, W3Il 

completely blown down. 
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I considered myself fortunate in seeing the King's rrtllo;eum 

immediately after the opening of several packages containing 

fl.e hundred valuable paintings and antique statue. from Italy, 

where they had been purchased about cleven years .ince, by 

Gustavus III., but owing to the French revolution and the 

wars whid, it engendered, were prevE'nted from rea('hing the 

place of their destination before: they lay in great confu

sion, and some of them were much damaged. Amon~1. 

the antique statues w(>rt' those of Cicero and Caracalla. won

derfully fine. The ~tate rooms are on the third ~tory, to 

which there is a m~t tedious a<;eent, under arcades of por

phyry, Prince Charles's apartment., which are the first, are 

superb: his little drawing-room is well worthy of nollee, the 

seali of which are in the form of a divan: at their back is a va"t 

magniticent horizontal mirror, the frame of which is of yellow 

and purple-coloured glas..-;. and was presented by the I'Clgfliug 

Emperor of Rtl~ia. The Queen's apartment .. arc elegant, 

but the windows are old f~hioned. ht-'Uvy. very large, high 

from the floor. and look into a quadrangular court; however. 

if they command no finc !:>Cenes in the summer, they are 
warmer in the winter, a better thing of the two in such a cli~ 

mate. There are several pretty little rooms, called cozillg or 

chit..chat rooms; nothing could be more neat, snug, and com· 

fortable, or better adapted for the enjoyments of unrestrained 

conv_tion, The King's apartments are very handsome, 
some Or the rooms are adorned will. beautiful Gobeline ta

pe.'I1:ry from Pari •. 
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The chamber moot interesting to us was tbat in which 

Gustavus III. expired. We saw the hed on which he lay, 

ITom the time that he was brought wounded (0 (he palace 

from the masquerdde at the opera-house, until he breathed his 

last. In this room it was that the dying prince IJeI~ollaJly exa

milled his murderer Ankerstroem, when he conlt:..;M his guilt, 

and was immediately ordered to retire. The general circum

Htanet'S of this melancholy catastrophe are well known i per

haps it may not be as generally w, that Ankerstroem preserved 

,uch resolute coolness at the time of the perpetration of the 

deed, that, in order to make sure of his mark, as the King, 

who was dressed in a loose domino, and without a mask. was 

reclining, a little opp"~ssed by the heat, against one of the side 

scenes, Ankerstroem placed his hallds upon the hack of the 

Sovereign, who, upon leeJing him, turned shortly round, when 

the regicide fired. The King, who thought that he was a 

victim to French machinations, as he fell, exclaimed, .. My 

.. assassin is a Frenchman I" the consolation of the illustrious 

Duke d'F.nghein was denied him. The hero, tbe friend, and 

the idol of Sweden, {Jerished by the hands of a Swede. As 

J;()()n as this outmge was known, the most eminent surgeons 

flew to his relief. The fim words whieh the King uttered, 

were to request that they would give him their candid opinion, 

observing, with great serenity, that if he had ooIy a few hours 

to live, he would employ them in arranging the aflBin of the 

state, and those of his family; and that, in ouch an extremity, 
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it would be unavailing to augment his pains, and consume hi. 

time, in dressing his wound. The surgeon having examined 

it, assured his Majesty that it was not dangerous; in conse

quence of this opinion he permitted it to be dressed, and wa. 

conveyed to the palace. The next day an interesting and 

affecting scene took place; the Countess Fersen, the Count 

Bmhe, and the Baron de Geer, who had absented themselv,," 

fur a long period from court, were the first to enquire after tbe 

health of the King, who requested them to enter the room 
wllere he was, and received them with the most touching good_ 
neos, ~ressing the cordial delight which he kIt in oeeing 

them thus forget their animosities in these memorable woro.: 

" My wound is not without a blf>SSing, since it restores to me 
" my mends.» He languished in great torment for eighteen 

days. It is generally supposed that the malignant spirit of 

politics had no inlluence in this horrible Qutmge, but that he 

iell the victim of private revenge and fimatical disappointment. 

Several young men, who thought themoelves aggrieved by 

the neglect of their prince, were concerned in this conspiracy; 

but it was his dying request, which was observed, that only 

Ankentroem obould rrulfer death. Upon the tomb of this 

brave, eloquent, and magnanimous prince, should be engmved 

the beautiful and beneficent oenl£nce that appears in the new 

form -qf government with which he presented the Swedes at 

the tiWe of the memomble revolution. "I regard it as the 

greatest honour to he the first citizen amongst a me people.» 
8 
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It has becn asserted, and I believe with truth, that his sen

sibility towards the female sex was far, from being lively: he 
seldom cohabited with his Queen. Strange to tell, gifted 

with acute fee1ings, and a warm and IJrilliuut imagillation. 

this accomplished prince, descendillg' from a T'dC(, of beau

titilf wumell, dispfaycd an example of almost moukish COII

tinr.ncc. But that love. had not wholly renounced his ht'art, 

"'e may infi:r fi'om an anecdote of' a little picture. which 

adorns Oil€' of the npartmeuw of the palace: it is a portrait of 

a lovely young woman, of whom the King became c"a~ 

muured-during his tour in Italy. Upon hearing of her death, 

he is said to havc ,hed tears, and displayed all the impassioned 

indications of an afflicted lover. The royal libmry is \Try va

luable, containing twenty thou!-.-and volumes, and four hundred 
manuscripts. Amongst the collection are some precjou~ hook ... 

particularly ·one call.p the Codc.1' Am'eus, fi'Om the great 1111In· 

ber of gilt letters which it contains. There are also two enor .. 

mOlls latin MSS., tile leUurn lea\'es of which an' mauc of a"l't''''' 

skins, and are of an amazing size. 

The Prince Royal, or heir apparent, a child between six 

and seven years of age, inhabited a part of this palace, which, 

in.trod of presenting the gay bustle of a court, bore all the ap
pearance of neglect and desertion. The mysterious questions 

of the rustic were explained. The people of Sweden bad not 

beeD gladdened with the presence of their young Sovereiga 
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t\nd his beautiful Queen, to whom thl'Y arc dC'\1ott.·(lIy and d\'

servedly attached, fi,r a long space of tiOlf', ouring ,\hil;h the 

court had been removed to tile territory of the Prince of Badell, 

the father of the Queen of SWl.-dcu. The eflt:et of ~uch UII 

absellce wus lidt and deplored every where. No uouut till' 

virtuous suggestions of his OWI1 heart will speedily restore tilt" 

King to his pc'Ople. and anotlH:r tmvellcr will have the grati

Jication which was denit~<i rot', of seeing him in the bosom 

of his country. whtre a Prillc(~ always appears to the most 

advantage. The Killg is said to pos::;t:ss a very amiable mind, 

and to regard the memory of his illustrious father with enthu

!oliastic adomtion; I contemplated a powf'Mul proof of it in an 

obelisk of one solid block of porphyry. forty feet high. which 

is at once a mOllumt'nt of hi:> taste and piety. I should not 

Ue doing justiL"C to the King, were I not to mention t}w air 

JlOrrence which hf', in common with his subject.'I, ha~ mani~ 

tested at the cold~bloodccl outmge committed ugain~t the pt'r

son of the devoted Duke d' Enght:iu. 

The opera-house. built by Gustavus 111.. is an eleg-.UJt 

square building: upon tIle ul'chitf'dve is ius(~ribt ,tI, .. PalJ'i:i 

MU$i~·." The frout is aoomed with Corinthian ('oJumns 

and pilasters; the illterior, which is :'ilJmH, and will lIot cou~ 

tain above nine hundred pensons, is in the form of a broken 

eIIi!'"i!; WId. even by day.-light (fur there was no performance 

during Qur !'tay). appearetl to be superbly decomted. The 

s2 
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dresses and decorations of the perl"ormers, which solely belong 

to tht> crown, we were informed. are of great ,'alue; nnd in 

these ""peets the Swedish opera is said to surpass every other 

in Europe. The royal seals are in the pit. Swedish plays are 

performed here, many of which were composed by the accom

plished Gustavu. I II., whose taste in that species of com!*,"i

tion excited the literary jealousy of old Frederic the Great. 

]t was an admirable policy, worthy of such a genius as Gusta

"US, to attach a nation to it. own language, by making it that 

of the stage; the sure,t. b<""use the most flattering mode of 

raising it to its utmost polish. The first Swedish opera evPr 

performed, was Thetis and PeIeu.: the favourite national piece 

is GU,taVHS Vasa. Upon the death of Gustavus J II., the 

opera lost much of its attraction. When it is considered that. 

in hi. time, a ballet occupied ninety persoRages of the light 

fantastic toe, and put into activity no less than eighty funry

dress makers, it was nereowy that the pruning-knife should 

be used, to curtail these luxuriant suckers of the state, the 

graceful, but too costly growth ()f a princely and munificent 

mind. In this building there are some very handsome apart

ments for the King's j,rivate parties. I had much to regret 

that no plays were perfonned. here .during my ,tay. 

The female, who shewea me the building, ""'" much affect
ed when she pointed to the spot where Ankenltrocm com

mitted the bloody ,J"ed. Alas I how inottutab~ are the way. 
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of Heaven! When tbe illustriou. victim raised this beautiful 

mbric from the ground. he little thought of the part whieh he 

was to perfonn in the II&IIguinary ""'ne of the seventeenth of 

March, t 792, and tbat mimic .. mow was to yield to genuine 

woe. Thi. structure, and the opposite palace of the Princet<; 

Sophia Albertina, tbe King's aunt, which i. unifonn with the 

fonner, form the sides of a handsome square called la Ptac. 

.du, Nord, aDd is :luomed. in the centre with a fiue equt,'Striau 

.statut', in brOllZf', of Gustavus Adol}Jhus, who, cxCt'ptillg his 
head, which is cro\\1l00 with laurel, is in complete annour. 

and in his right hand is an inclined truucheon: the horse ha.'t 

much animation, and the cider great clegance. This colossal 

statue was cast from the design. of Archeveque, a very distin

guished French statuary, who dying before it was finished, len 

its completion to the masterly hand of Sergell: it was erected 

in 1790. The Intter has introduced the ligures of HistOlY 

pointing to an inscription on the pedestal, and of the Chan

cellor Oxenstiern. The pedesta~ which is of gmllite, is deco

rated by medallions of the principal favourite generals of Gu .. 

tavus AdolphuJi;, viz. Torstenson, Baner, James de la Ganlie, 
Hom, and Saxe Weimar; all by Sergell. The WJooundcod 

liiendship and confidence which existed between this great 

Prinoe anci the upright Oxenstiero, fonn the theme of hi .. 

toric delight; and the gentle counteraction of their mutual, 

and ~ther opposite, characters, rendered eaeh the idol and the 

benefactor of his country. It is said that Gustavus having, 
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IIpOIl ~OIllC atfitir of state, ohserved to Oxenstiern, that lie was 

cold and phlegmatic, and that he checked him in his career, 

the Chancellor replied: .. Sire, indeed I own that I am 

.. cold; but unless I had occasionally tempered and modemted 

Ii your hcat, you would have been burnt up long ago." Gug.. 

tnvus ./\dolphus never engaged in any uattlf'. without first 

praying at the hcad of his troops; after which he used to thun· 

der out, in a strong and energetic manner. a German hymn. 

in Wllidl he was joined uy his whole army: the eRect of tlurty 
(IT tfHty thOU,,"1lHi people thus singing together was wonderful 

H"U terriulc. I Ie used to sny, that a man made a better sol

dieT in proportion to his being a better christian, and there was 

no person so happy as those who died in the performance of 

their duty. ()f the death of this great hero, it was ::;aid, H that 

u he died with his sworn in his hand, the word of command 

.. in his mouth, and with victory in his imagination." Only 

the complimentary part of the following witty epigram, which 

was made ulKm the e()uestrinn statue of Louis X II I., which 

formerly stood in the Place des Jlictoi1'es in Pari~, with the 

four cardinal virtues ~;tanding round it, would apply to that of 

GustavlIs Adolphus: 

o Ie beau monument I 0 Ie beau pedestal I 
Les VenUe8 IOIl.t a pied, et Ie Vice a chela!. 

Oh I noble Itatue, noble pedeatall 
Vice proudly rides. the Virtues are on foot. 

In front of this statue, to the south, the eye with pleasure con-
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templates an elegant stone bridge, nol quite finishc,l , crossing 

a rapid. stream of tbe Mleler, at the end of wliich the palace 

displays a m'\iestic and highly graceful back scene; this spol 

presents the frnest architecture in the city, 

The traveller will be b.,..tifieu, uy noticing the beautiful c0-

lonnade of solid porphyry which forms the entrance to the gmnd 

stair-case of the Prince", Sophia Albertina's palace, A tasteful 

observer must regret that these exquisite columns are so much 

concealed. The strcds of the Qucrll and of the Rcgenc~" ill 

the north quarter, are by far the Jnfr.:it handsome, and form II", 

residence of fashion. The spire and church of Hiddefhoilll, 

rising from the centre of the princ:ipal island, 3(M to till' 1'0. 

mantic beauties of the surrounding scen(>r~· . The intf'ril tf of 

this edifice, which is large and heav~' , is ollly worthy of lIoti('(>, 

011 account of its (·ontailling the ~I\("!- of sudl ilIl1~trioll~ per. 

sonages as GI1:-tavus Adolphus, and hi:-; ('qlial in bmwr,r. Iml 

Ilf'idlt'r ill I)rudence or justic(" Cllarles :x II .• wllo (,:Irri('(l tIll' 

f'ystelll (If daring to prf'tty Ilearly its utmnst l'xtt'ut, :liul. III 

his end, \'( ~rificd the words of the gl'f'at clramati!>.t: 

u Glory is like .... circle in the water 
Which never ceaseth to enlarge itsetf. 
Till, by broad spreading, it disperse to nought." 

The tomb of the latter is very bimple and characteristil-: it i!'> 

of black marble, upon which are thrown a lion's skin and cluh. 
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in bright yellow bronze. In another part of the building are 

the ashes of a general mueh more entitled to the admiration 

of p"'terity, the illustrious John Baner, who was deservedly , 
the favourite of the great GU.tavu8 Adolphus, and who, aIla-
a series of splendid victories, expired on the tenth of May, 
1641. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

&. \'I!lIT (ft THB COUNTJlY-QIISBRVATOR1"-Dl.NBIt AND FASIIlOS'"S 

--BLOO~IlNG GIRLS 010' DBLP.CAtILIA--DnOTTINGHOLM--QUP.EN 

CHRISTINA'S CUSHING-WARDROBE OF' CHAkLES XlI.-BRAUTY

CONCEALMENT AND rnUDERY--NA'fIONAL IMl'OllTANCE Oll' A 

BRITISn AD,'OCATE--CONTRAS'rSD JUSTICR--HAGA--CAUSE OY 

THE PRIENDSHIP Ok' GUSTAVUS III. FOR SIR SIDNBY SMITH-A SIN

GULAa ANECDOTE-A lI.EVIEW-lr.ON MINElt-L1NN..EllS. 

AN invitation into til(' countn' enaLled us to contemplate a 

little of the rural characttr of the Sw<--dcs. In our way we 

passed by the obscn·atory. which ~tands upon an incoll!o.i

derable cmiueJlce in the north suburbs: its horizon is too cir

cumscribed on account of the rocks which surround it; and 

as Ih. artificial heat of sto"o5 would cloud Ihe gla'<l(" in the 

winter night.;;, which are the best for omen'atioll, it is of Vt:ry 

little utility. Our ride to our friends was occa~jonally ' t'ry 
hcautiflJJ, but the funereal heads of our old acquaintant.'Cs the 

tirs were ever and anon presenting them!'<'lves, and l-11('<.iuiug 

melancholy upon us. The chateau to which we werc invit('d 
was of wood, small, but very tru.tefully fitted up: the ground,', 

which ","ere vcry extensive, wcrt' delightfully laiu {Jut, alld 

on one .ide nppled the waters of the lIla,l"r, ('mLdli,hed 

l' 
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by ve".,ls of various sizes gliding upon it>; tranquil bosom. 

A :,hort time before dinner was announced, a table was set out 

with bread, cheese, butter, and liqueurs: all these good things 

in this htY.'ipitahlc re~iou arc considered as lUere preparative., 

for the lIlt'al which is to follow; amongst the superior orders 

this custom is uuivFrsal. Our dinner was ill the following Of

der: pickled fish. meal". soups, fish, pastry, ice, and uri<-'ti 

fruits; prcsen:ed goo:sebt'rries forml.'ti the sauce of the mutton, 

and thr. fish floated in a new clement of honey; oy the bye it 
rather sUTl'rises a &tranger to meet with. so little sea·fish in a 

country which is wa:;hed by so many seas. The herring fishery, 

which has hitilerto been of so much importance to Sweden, 

has nearly disappeared. To return to our dinner: each dish 
was carved and handed round, as in Denmark; a regulation 

Inlly delightful to one who abhors carving and carves badly. 

The spirit of French fashion, but a little disciplined, reigus 

in Sweden, and gives a lightoess and elegance to dress : the 

table. and the furniture, and even their manners, partake consi

derably of it. gaiety, except that as soon as our anliable and 

elegant hostess arose, upon our rising at the same time, we 

stood solemnly gazing upon each other for half a minute, and 

then exchanged profound bows and curt.ies; these being eli!;. 

patched, each gentleman tripped off with a lady under his arm, 

to coffee in the drawing-room. Nothing else like fonnality 
occurred in the course of the day. 



DF.LECARLIAN FE:\IAI.E.o;, 1.'9 

.J u~t as we were quitting this spot of cordial hospitalit.y, we 

were stopped by the appearance of two tine female pea.."Unts 

from the distant province of Delee..1rlia: their sil'tcrhood par

take very much of the enatic spirit and charocter of our W clch 

girls: they had travelled all the way on foot, to oR", them

selves a'i hay-makers; their fi.lOd on the road was black bread 

and water, and their travelling wardrobe a solitary chpmisc. 

whidl, as cleanlinCi>S dcmandt.'(l, they washed in the pa..·""iing 
brook, and dried on their healthy and hardy fmme. which, 

however. was clega.ntly sha[Wd; the glow of Hebe was upon 

their dimpled cheeks, not a little heightened by the :'\lll. 

u which had made a golden set upon them;" their eyes were 

blue. large. sweet, and expres..;;ive; their dress was sin~1I1ar, 

composed of a jacket and short petticoat of various cololl"; 

and they were mounted upon wooden shoes with prodigious 

high heels. shod with iron. There was an air of neatness, in

nocence, delicacy, and good humour about tl1f'm, which \yould 

have made even a bilious spectator happy to look l1pon them. 

Unextinguishable loyalty, great stren,o-th of bodY, content, and 

sweetness of temper, beauty t9f ~. and "ymmetry of pt"rson. 

are said to be the characteritlotics of tile Delecarliall moun

taineers, a race rendered for ever celebrated in the hi,tory of 

one of the greatest men tlJat ever adorned the historic page of 

Sw~enJ Gustavus Vasa. It is thus he describes them, after 

he has dil'COvered himself to them in the mines, in the beau-

T2 



140 PEASANTS OF DELECARLlA. 

tiful language of the bani, whose dramatic genius has con

spired to render his hero immortal : 

--- ht:re last I came. 
And rout nu: from the uln, whose luteful beams 
Serv'J but to shew the rUins of my count..,.. 
When here, my friends, 'twas here :It length I found 
What I had left to look for, gall.lnt spirits, 

In the rough form of untaught pea~antry. 
Yes, I will take these rustic sons of I.iberty 
In the tirst warmth and hurry of their SOllls ; 

And should the t )' lolnt then attempt our heights, 
He comes upon his fate. 

Lc .... on by Gustavus Vasa, they restored liberty to their coun

try, and expelled {he bloody tyrant miscalled Chriatian. 

These, too, were the peasants who, having heard in the midst 

of their mines and forests that their sovereign Charles XII. 

was a prison« in Turkey, dispatched a deputation to the Re

gency at Stockholm, nod offered to go, at their own expence, 

to the number of twenty thousand men, to deliver their royal 

master out of the hands of his enemies. Their sovereigns 
have ever found them the inco""ptible and enthusiastic sup

porters of the throne. Surrounded with treason and peril, 

their king has found them faithful amongst the faithless, and 

never sought their succour in vain. In consequence of the 

terrihle defection which appeare,!' in the Swedi.h army in the 

campaign of the year 1768 against the Ru86iIlll8, when, owing 

to the machinations of the Swedish traitor Sprengport.n, who 
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was in the pay of the Empress CatJlt'rine, the Swedish otticcr.::, 

although confident of victOI},. refused to march. hecause Gus

tavus III. had commenced the war without consulting the 

estates, the King was compelled to retire to Stockholm, where 

the insolence and intrigues of the nobility threatened the re

duction of his regal rights to thc mere phantom of soH'reignty. 

Menaced with revolt and assassination. this great prince, at

tcnded by a single domestic. in secrecy reached the m01:lutaiu~ 

of D elecarlia, the immoveable seat of Swedish loyalty, where, 

with aU that bold, afft'cting. and irresistible eloquence. for 

which he was so justly f\lmed. upon'the very rock on which, 

in elder times, their idol Gustavus Vasa had addressed them. 

he invoked them to roily round the thN.lnC, nnd preserve their 

Sovereign from the cabals of treason. At the sount! of his 

voice they formed themselves into battalions. with electric 

celerity. and encreasing as they advanced. proceeded under Ihe 

command of Baron Armfdt to Drottingholm. where they 

ovemwed the factious. At this very period, an unexpected 

disaster made fresh demands "I'0n the inexhaustible resources 

of Gustavus's mind. which encreased with his emcrgencie~. 

The Prince of Hesse. at the head of twelve thousand men. 

marched from Norway to Gottenbo'g. at the gates of which. 

at a late hour. the King. having surmounted great difficulties 

in his way through Wermlandia. presented himself. and the 

next morning surprized the Danish herald. by informing him 
in person loom the ramparts. that oooner than surrender the 
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place, the garrison should Le buried under its ruins, and ac

cordingly oniered the bridge over tJle ri\'er Gothael to be 
hurnt. It is well known, that the wise and active mediation of 

Mr. Elliott, Ollf then minister at Copenhagen, prevailed upon 

the Prince of Hesse to retire. To return to the Delecarlians : 

the dress of the men is always of a grey or black coarse cloth, 

and, on account of the many services which they have ren· 

dered to government, and their IJroved IJatriotism, they enjoy 

the flattering and gracious privilege of taking the King's hand 

wherever they meet him: the pressure must ever be delight

ful to both parties. From the m.ountains of health and 

liLerty, Gustavus III. selected tbe wet-nurse of the present 

Ktng, that, with her milk, he might imbibe vigour and the 

love of his country. This woman was the wife of a De

lecarlian peasant, lineally descended from th~ brave and honest 

Andrew Preston, who preserved Gustavus Vasa from the mur

derers who were sent in pursQit of him by ehri,tian. The 

houses of the Ddecarlian peasants are as simple as their 
Qwners are virtuous: they have but one hole in the roof, ex

posed to the south, which answers the double purpose of a 

window and a clock: their meals are regulated by the SUD'. 

rays upon a chest, placed Leneath this bole on one side; or 

upon the stove, with wbich all the Swedish boo,"", are wann

ed, standing on the other. 

We were much gratified with the palace of Drottingbolm : 



ANECDOTE. 143 

a pleasant drive of about ten mik'S brought us to the i,land 011 

which it stands in the lake M,der; the road to it lay through 

rocks <'Overed ,,·jth tirs, and over two large floating bridgt'S ; 

the building is lorb", but light, alld is of brick stu(x,oed white; 

the hall and stair..cruie are in bad taste; their ornaments art! 

white upon a dark brown ground, resembling sugar plumhs 
upon gingerbread. The stnte rooms are very rich and elegant, 

and all Englishman is much gratified to find in the library a 

very large and choice collection of English authors. There 

is a beautiful picture here of a weeping Ariadne, by \Vertmul~ 
leT, n Swedish artist, who, unfortunately tor his country. ha .... 

for ever left it, and settled in America. 

Whenever I .-.fleet upon a neglected artist of merit, a de

lightful little anecdote, which is related of Francis J. alway. 

occurs to me: that sovereign having received a picture of 

St. Michael from the hand of Raphael d'Urbino, which he 

much coveted, he remunerated Raphael fur beyond what his 

modesty conceived he ought to receive: the generous artjst, 

however, made him a present of a Holy Family, painted by 

himself, which the courteous monarch received, saying. that 

persons fumous in the arts partake of the immortality of 

prinoes, and are up9n a footing with them. 

In-this palace there is the head of a Persian Sybil, ill mosaic, 

exquisitely beautiful, and two costly and elegant presents from 
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the laoo Empress Catharine II. of tables of lapi , lazuli and 

::-;iherian ubl1l.tc. There are also some exquisite statuL'S in ala. 

lta:::.tcr and marble, anti. Etruscan "ases, purchased in Italy by 
GustU\"US Ill. during- his southern tour. The Etruscan vases 

arc yt'ry beauliful; hut in tone of colour, c1a:,sical richnes. ... 

elegance and variety of ~hape, not equal to those which I had 

p,eriously seen in England at Gillwcll Lodge, the seat of 

William Chi,mery, Esq., who unquestionably has the finest 

pl;Yate collection of this kind in England, perhaps in Europe. 

There is here a portrait of that eccentric personage, QUt't.'1I 

Christina, ,,,'ho abdicate..l the throne of Sweden in 1660, and 

left to her su"""",",r, c::;hal'les X., rhe costly discovery that;. 

mnidst all her whim ... ical l.'ltprices, ~hc had taken good care to 

dear most of Ole palaces of their rarc~t fumiture previous to 

her retirjng to Rome: picking out even the jewels of the crown 
before she resigned it. So complcOOly had ,J,e secured every 

thing that was valuabl~, that Charles X. w,," obliged to borrow 

~·vf'r.ll Ilect'ssw-y utensils fur his coronation. Thi~ los..:;, for I 

sUI~JOS(' it mu>t U(lt be called a depredation, has been amply 

resto .... ..! by the tasoo and munificence of Gustavus III. In 
tI,e state s1eeping·chamber, the royal !Janner of light blue and 

sih-cr was fixed at tI,e foot of the bed, and had a very c1uval

rous appcorance. In the garden there is a theatre, which is 

large aud handsome; but sillce the death of Gustavus I II., 
whQ was much attached to this plaC(', and made it the seat of 
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his brilliant festivities, it has been little used. In the garden, 

there is a range of small houses in the Chinese taste, but n(>j~ 

ther the fonner nor the Jatter are worthy of much notice. 

After our return from Drottillgholm we g-dined admission, 
but with much difficulty, to the arsenal. This depot of mili

tary triumphs is a brick-building, consistillg of a ground floor, 

with lofty windows down to the ground, stands at the end of 

the King's gardens, the only mall of Stockholm, and has all 

the appearance of a large green-house. The artillery, which 
is planted before it, has the ridiculous ellect of being placed 

there to defend the most precious of exotic trees within from all 

external enemies, who either move in air or pace the earth. 
The contents, aJas! are snch fruits" as the tree of war bears," 

and well deserve the attention of the traveller and antiquary. 

Here is an immense collection of trophies and standards taken 

from the enemies of Sweden, and a long line of !o.tufied kings, 

in the actual annour which they wore, mounted upon wooden 

horses, painted to resemble, and as large as life, chronologically 

arranged. I was particularly struck with the clothes of 

Charles X II. which he wore when he was killed at the siege 

of I'rederiekshall, and very proudly pllt them on, viz. a long 

shabby btue frock of common cloth, with large Haps and bra ... 

buttons, a litlle grea;y low cocked hat, a handsome pair of 
gloves, fit to have touched the delicate hands of the Countf-ss 

of Koningsmarck, ~ pair of stiff high-heeled military booL" 
IT 
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perhaps it was one of those which he threatened to send 10 

the senate at Stockholm, to which they were to apply fi)r or~ 

tiers until his return, when they were impatient at his allSellc~ 

during his mad freaks in Turkey. As it is nntural to think 

that gn'at souls g<memlly inhabit large boWes, my surprise WR" 

E'xcited by finding that when I had completely buttoned tilt· 

frock ofthi. mighty madman upon my greyhound fig .. "" my 
Jungs gave sensible tokens of an unusual pressure from with· 

oul I must be indulgro in gi.-ing the followillg extract from 

an account of this marvellous madcap, which was given by a 

person who had seen him, and who thus speaks of him: II His 

H coat is plain cloth, with ordinary brass button~, the skirts 

H pinned uJ> behind and befon', which shews his Maje~1:y's 

J' old leather waistcoat and breeches, which they tell me are 

" sometimes,", greasy that they may he fried. nut when I 
" saw him they were almost new; for he had been a b",lIant 

" a little before, and had bccn to see King Augustus'S Queen 

u upon her return from Leipsic, and. to be fine, he put on 

II those new leather breeches, spoke uot above three words to 

" her, but talked to a foolish dwarf she had about a quarter 

" of an hour. and then left her. His hair is light brown, very 

10 greasy, and very short, never comlMd but with his fingel'S . 

.. At dinner be cats a piece of bread and butter, which he 

.. spreads with his thumhs." 

Think of al\ this as applied to .. the most powerful among 



ANECDOTE. 147 

«the kings that worshi(, Jesus; redresser of wroAgs and i.uu

.. ries, and protector of right in the ports and republics of 

" south and north; shining in majesty, love of honour and 

.. glory, and of our sublime Porte-Charles, King of Sweden, 

II whose enterprizes may God crown with success." 

The said blood-besprinkled gloves, and bullet-pierced hat, 

have fumished auundant and mtiguing sources of vague and 

violent disputation: pages, nay volumes, have been written. 

to ascertain whether the ueath of Charles was mil' or foul: a 

fuet to be found only in th" records of Heaven, and of small 

import to be known here. Let the blow have been gi,,'en from 

whatever hand it may. Sweden had good rea'iOn to bless it, and 

happy are those who live in times which fiJrnish bllt little of 

such materials Jor the page of history as Charlt,s supplied. 

Thoug-h Charles was said to posses...; a great eolrlll(,flS of dw" 

racter, the following anecdote wiI! shew thaI lu· wa .. sllscf'ptibJe 

of flattery; Whilst the hatteriC'S of the ('ita(),,) of Frcd"rick

shall W(>TC tiring hf'avily at th(' enemy's (rellC'hes, a. young- \\0-

man who wac; looking at the King H'Om an Adjoining howw, 

dropped her ring mto tht" street ~ Clwrles ouscn'ing hpj' sairl. 

H Madam, do the guns of this place always make slich an up

H roar ?" U Only when w(' have such illustriolls visitors a" your 

.. majesty," replied the girl. The King was much pleased, 

and ordered ooc of his soldiers to return the rin!!_ This ex-

u~ 
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traordioary ""ing mw.t have sometimes excited the slimes, as 

he often did the tears of mankind. After the Turks. irritated 

by his relusal to depart, were obliged to bum his house over 

his head. and by main lorce send him to Bender. Charles XII. 
a fugitive. attended only by a few wretched followers, ruined, 

and l,is cufien. complcteiy (·xhau~ted. wrote to his envoy at the 

court of Louis Xl V. to send him the exact ceremonials of that 

brilliant and magniticent court. that he might immediately 

adopt them. 

Hurried away by kings, palaces. and statues. I have to my 
,hame. (my cheek redden.. whilst I write) staid thus long in 

Stockholm ere I noticed those, without whom a crown is un~ 

enviable, the most magnilicent abode cheerless. and of whom 

the most grac<'ful images of art are but imperfect imitations. 

The Swedish ladies are in general remarkably well shaped. 

en b.II point. and have a fuir transparent delicacy of com

plexion. yet though the favourites of bountiful nature. strange 

to relatt>. they are more disposed to conceal than di.play 

those charms, which in other countrieSp with every possible 

assistance. the lair possessor presents to the enraptured eye 

to the best advantage. A long gloomy black cloak covers 

the beautiful Swede when she walks. confounding all the di .. 

tinctiollB of symmetry and defol)llity; and even her pretty 

leet, wmeh are as neat and as well turned as those of a fme 

}·renchwoman. are ",!!dam seen without the aid of a "vouring 
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breeze. Even the sultry sununer has no influence in with

drawin;; this melancholy drapery. but I am informed that it 

is less worn now than fonnerly: often have I wished that 

the silk-wonn had refused his contribution towards this tan

talizing concealment: occasionally the streets of Stockholm 

displayed some bewitchillo seceders from the abominable ha

bit. This custom arises froID the sumptuary laws which for

bid the use of coloured silks, 

The Swedish ladies arc generally highly accomplished. and 

speak with fluency English. l'rench. and Gennan. and their 

tenderness and sensibility by no means partake of the severity 

of their northern latitude; yet they exhibit two striking ella

racteriatics of whimsic-.u.I prudery: in passing' tile street .. a Swe

dish lady neYer looks behind her, nor does she ever welcome 

the approach or cheer the departure of a visitor by ",'rmitting 

him to touch the cherry of her lips ; tilt: ardent admirer of 

heauty must be content to see that 

----Wekome evu smil~5. 

And farewell gOCl out sighiDg. 

This chilling custom is somewhat singular, when it is COl\8, .. 

dered that the salutation of kissing. even between man and 

man, hateful as it is to an unt.nlveUed Englishman, fJre,·ails 

almost in every part of the continent. 



LoO FonENSIC ELOQUENCE. 

I was ver~' clesirous of attending the courts of justice, or af 

they arc called the luemners-1'aiteT, of which there are fonr in 

l>tockhohn, hut I /,>und they were all c1<>"", and only the 

judgps and parties and necessary officers p('l'mittcd to (:uter. 

\Vhul n COlltra.-;t to the unreserved 0Pl'lIIU .. 'SS widl which the 

law:-i ill Eng-Iauo arc administered! By uufolding tlu! gate~ 

nfjusticc. and displaying her ill all her awful majesty ~ her or

dinance:-. Iwcomc widd~T promulgab~dJ and the rl' '>pt..'<:t paid to 

lwr decrct'S augmented by the revC'rpl)C(' which IS excited by 

her presence; her seat is not ( ,1,1\" the depo:-.itory of the law. 

out of all c\escriptions of' k;.:. J,, ;--. ,mel IS a ~hool of t'loquencc 

in which the languag'c at tilt-' (.'ouutry receives it:; hig-laest 1'0-
fish. Of what national importallcc till' powers of an iIIustri-

01lS advocate may iJecome-, let those l'I3.y, who have witnes."Cd 

the l)riHiant genius, exalted pt'r:masion aIH} profonnd know. 

ledge of an Erskine, and can trace their consequences to a. 

country which knows how to appreciate them. The lUWl:i of 

Sweden are considered to be simple. mild, clear, and ju!'t, and 

since the labour.; of Gustavus 1 J 1. to remlcr them so, have 

been impartially administered. In civil causes each party pay~ 

his own costo;; this must &equently be unjust; hut whilst 

Sweden, however. may learn oomething from the manner in 

which the laws are dispensed in England, she presents to our 

admimtion a spirit which we should do well to imitate: the 

prosecutor sustains no share whatever of the expencel of prose

cuting a criminal. 
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In England the~e is a highly important society. first e;tab

lished uy the celebrated Sir Juhn l'iddiug. the ohject' of 
which are actively ancl ably conducted by its wlicitor and se

cretary. S. S. Hunt, Esq. for prosecuting felons. These oh

jects arc to prevent the impunity which too frequently 1oUows 

depredation, frolll the heavy cxtra expenees which often at~ 

tend the discovery, apprehension, and b'ial, of delinquents. by 

raising a yearly sulJscriptioll jimd to illdemnify the suffering 

i.ndividual who prost'cutes ill the name of the Crown. How 

n foreigner who takes u k{~PIJ and dose peep at us, must be 

~iUrprised to ousen:e an ill!o.titllti()Jl. wlliell, wllilst it cxl,ii>its the 

patriotic spirit of individuals, I'dleeb with Hot a little justified 

severity, upon the a~nce of a legi"latiYe provision. which is 

of so much consequence to the COUllt~·. It may be said, that 

there arc a certain descril)tion of these t!xpences which a judge 

in his discretion may allow upon application. The natural 

pride of a respectable Dritish slJhj~ct, to whom stich cxpem .. 't·s 

may prove an olUect, ollght not. in the pt'ri(lrlnancc of a ~f(-'at 

puhlic duty, in which the n'posc of the nation is cOJlct!rnt'tI, 

amI the King in consequence the aVOlvt·d and Tt..'col'dt'd pro!'C~ 

cutor, to be put to the blush by asking jor it in .fiU'JlUl pau

pet'is. Thi" most just indemllity ought to J()fm a p<'1lt nfthe 

law of the land. By another admirable pru\'isiou Swe<it!n is 

enabled to mrtain the state of her population evel'Y third 

year, and which is effected by the r~eriolli('al rt'tufiI'i (i'olll the 

clergymen and magistrates, of Ule birth!', death:-:, maITiagf':-:, 
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and the number of inhabitants that are living in their several 

districts. "measure highly worthy of adoption in England. 

Th. laws of Sweden, the most novel to an Englishman. are 

those by which primogeniture is disrobed of those exclusive 
I'ighto.; which attach to it in other countries: all the male chil~ 

tlren of a nouleTUuu are equally noble. but to prevent the cou

tusion ornum!>"",. the eldest only. upon the decease of the ta
ther. represents the tamily at the Diet. and all inheritances are 

equally divided. but created property i. subject to the will of 

the father. 

The punishments ill Sweden are Leheading, hanging, whip .. 
ping, and imprisonment: tilt three fonner are inflit.1.t:d in lhe 

market-place; the instrument of flagellation is a rod of tough 

birch twigs. There is a horrid custom in Sweden, as odious 

as our hanging malernctors in chain.. of exposing the naked 

bodies of delinquents who have suffered death, extended by 

their limbs to trees until they rot. Two or three of the.e shock· 

ing objects occur in terrorem upon the road from Gothebt!r/: 

to Stockholm, on account of its being a greater thoroughfurc. 

and more robberies having been rommitted there. The cri· 
minal laws of Sweden may be considered as mild. and the DU

Dishment of death is rarely inflicted. 

I was rather disappointed upon seeing the HotJ4IJ!' Nobles ; 
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it contains the hall and room which arc reserved for that 

branch of the Diet, and which, as it is now convened at 

the will of the so,·.reign, may be considered as a mere 

phantom of power. If the authority of the states were any 

thing better than nominal, the country gentlemen would han, 

some cause to complain, as they are wholly exclnded from 

any legislative partiCipation, this shadowy representation be

ing confined, and it was even so when the Diet was in its pk'
nitude of power, and held the Sovereign dependant, to the 

nobles. clergy, citizens, and peasants. The exterior of the 

building is simple but handsome. In the square before tlw 

House of Nobles is the pedestrian statue of Gustavus Vasa, 

by Meyer, erected by the nobles at a great expence, bnt in 
my humble opinion unworthy of the immortal man wlll»'C 

memory it is intended to perpetuate. 

A delightful morning attracted me to Haga, which i, at 

the short distance of a mile and a half English from the north 

gate of the city. As this little palace and gardens were built 

and disposed after the design of the graceful Gustanls III. 

with the rutSistance of Masrelier, and were the favourite retreat 

of the former, my gratification was certain. The approach 

to th.e riIa is through a winding walk of luxuriant shnlbs, tho 

mIIOt /Iouriibin/l and beautiful of any that I saw in the north: 

..., 11 · ~ "1SW)ce there IS a line of pietn"""!,,e rock<, 

x 
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crowned with firs; and at the bottom of n rich meadn\\', 

by the side of the MlIller, presenting a noble sheet of 

water, surrounded with forests of fir, stands the chatt>all. 
built of wood, and painted to resemble stone, containing R 

,mall front of three stones and two long gallery wings. The 

~round, and ornamental buildings reminded me of the Petit 
Trianon of the unfortwmte Queen ~f l;'rdnt,~ at V ~r~\\~\'~ . 

The rooms are ,mall, but elegantly fitted up. Gustavus 

spent much of his time here; it is said that this spot was 
particuhu:ly cndeaJ'('d to him, on account of his having se

cretly consulted with his friends. in the recesses of the rocks 
which constitute one of the great beauties of the se<!Dery, upon 

die revolution of l772. This circumstance induced Jlim, 

when he travelled. to assume the title of count Hags. Ad

joining. upon an eminence, is the foundation of a vast palace, 
which Gustavus III. commenced in the year 1791, but which 

has.,ne\ er advanced since his death. The undertaking was , 
too V8~t and expensive for the COWltry, and is very judiciously 
laid aside by the reigning sovereign. 

III the library I was gratified by seeing several drawings 

and architectural designs of its acmmplished founder, whid. 

di!ipl,!yed much taste and genius. The friendship anti conll':: 

d~n<.'e wilh y;lUch this f'"""" honoured the heroie S!!; ~ 
~!th is ~ known; the Kill!( 6rst conceind an at1iiiment 





Sla SIDNEY SMIT". 155 

for him &om the re!lemblance which he thought, and which 

he &equently was heard to observe, existed between the fac. 
of the hero of Acre and Charles XII. 

As Sir Sidney i. one of my mvourite heroes, I will run the 

hazard of being blamed for de"iating from my narrative a 

little, and for detaining the reader an extra moment to re

late a singular pre"""""",ion he felt, when a youth, of his 

filme, and the theatre of his future glory, which has just oc

curred to my memory. Being sent, some yea.rs since. on 
.hore upon tbe Irish coast witb a brother officer, who is now 

holding a deservedly high situation in the service, to look 

for some deserters from their ship, after a long, /atiguing', and 

fiouitless pursuit, they halted at a little inn to refresh them

selves; having dined, Sir Sidney on a sudden became silent, 

and seemed lost in meditation: .. My dirk for your thoughts," 

exclaimed hi, friend, gently tapping him on the shoulder; 

.. what project, Sidney, has got """ .... ion of you now 1" 

.. My. good fellow," replied the y"ung warrior, his expressive 

countenance brighlf>ning as he spoke, .. you will no doubt 

." suppose me a fittle disordered in my mind, but I have 

.. been thinking that, before twelve years shall have roUed 

.. 0\"": .~. I shall make tbe British anns triumphant 

U in H<Jr'Land." We need not knock at the cabinet 

dOC!' of St. Ctoud to know how splendidly tbis prediction .. as 

veritiedo 
x 2 
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In tbe afternoon. after our return from Haga. we went on 

the Baltic to the park. situate on the east side of til<' city. 

three English miles dislatlt. to see a review and sham fight 

of about four thousand troop>. encamped there. The park is a 

place of great resort in fine weather. like our Hyde-park. 

Our water excursion was delightful. The manreuvres com

menced at five o'clock in the evening. upon the arrival of 

the Prince Royal. a little sickly child about six years old. who 

on this occasion represented hi. father. He passed the line in 

an open carriage drawn by six horses, attended by some mi

litary officers and two pages of his household. followed by an 
escort of body guards. Aller the pages. who wore a Spanish 

<ostume. consisting of a jacket of stone-coloured cloth, with 

slashed sleeves and a short robe. had seated their little cha'b'" 
upon a rock, jutting out of a rising ground, the regiments Were 

put in motion. and displayed a strong. martial, and well disci-
1,lined body of men. When the bloodless batde was con

cluded. the regiments passed in open order before the Prince. 

who with great docility held his little hat in his band during 

the ceremony. then remounted his carriage and returned to his 

nursery. The costume of the two pages was the only relic. 

I met with. of the fantastic change which Gustavus 111. 

produced in the dress of hi. subje<ts; the difficult'y and dan

ger of which. it is said. was artfully .u~ Catherine 

II. when he visited her at Petersburgh, ill order to induce 

hi. pride and 'pirit more ardendy to attempt the change by 



COSTUME. r57 

which she secretly hoped that he would disgust the Sw!>b, 

and thereby induce them to attempt ti,e restoration of 

the faUen privileges of the states, overturned by the cd,,

brated revolution, which he effected by his fortitude, con

summate address, and eloquence. It wa~ on(> of the dis

tinguishing marks of the policy of the modem Sf>miramis 

of the north, to embroil her royal neighbours in perpetual 

conflict with each other, or with their own subjects. The 

Swedes were too loyal. too good tempered. and too wise to 

quarrel with their Prince, and such a Prince as Gustavus Ill. 
about the cut of a coat; but they reluctantly adopted " 

fiL"hion which had no similitude in the north, and assimilated 

them in appearance with a [><'ople who hear no analogy to 

them but in national honour. the su1tie<'ts of his Custilian 1\fa

j",t)'. Before we left the camp, we presented a fine little 

peasant boy, who WII.'! playing near us, with some fruit; his 

mother sent him to thank us, which he did by kissing 01lr 

hands: a token of gratitude all over the north. 

The military force of Sweden is dividt>d into regular or 

ganison regiments, WId national militia: only tlJ(~ latter will 
require some explanation. The levies for this (·!-.tahlishment 

are made fruIn the lands belonging to the crown, the holders of 
which <Mribute not only to the support of the troops, but uf 

the clergy and civil otlicers. The estates are called Hem

.man&, and divided into rottes; each rotte is charged in a settit'fl 



158 

proportion; the most valuable with the support of cavalry, the 

others with that of infantry, The men, titUS selected from 

the very heart of the peasantry, are almost always hewtby, 

stout, and well proportioned, In war and in peace, the crown 

land-holders are compellable gratuitously to transport tllese 

levies and their baggage to their respective regiments, and to 

allot a cottage and bam, a small portion of ground, and to 

culti,'a!e it during tt... absence uf tlte soldier upon tlte ",,,'i .. < 

of government, for the support of hi:! family, and also to suP{,I)". 

Lim with a coarse ~il of cluthes, two pair of shoes. and a 

~mall yearly btipeud. In peace, where tlle districts adjoin, the 
wldiers a.·s!'elllhic l>y cumpanies every Sunday aiter divine 
\\ o~hip. to be exerci.-;cri by their ofiict'l'S and serjeauts. Be· 
iore and niter hanest, the regiment i~ drawn out and encamp .. · 
ed ill its district tor three weeks. In every third or fourth 

year, encampments of seycral regiments togetber are fonntoO 

ill some province, which is generally the centre of many dis-

tricl .. ; and, during the rest of their time, these martialllu", 

Inmdllll'tl. who an' C'llTollcd for lifi·, are perl1litteti to work ru; 

laoour'('1J'S fc'l' IIIf' lundholdcr, at the usual price of labour. 
~. uch is a i))'id' a~tnH't ,of the manner in which this great con

"titlltiolJaI lorce', t4 tllis cheap defence of nations," is organised. 

LTpOD our retum from the reyiew, we were much grati6ed 
with .edng the gun-l>oats from the Admiralty We_vre. 
Thc~" HO,e!. an, u" .. d upon the lake l\'I~. 8IDOQg8t the 
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rock .. and on the coast of Finland; but are incapable <If 

weathering high seas or strong wind, : some of them 11r(' ( • • 

forty-four oars. and cal'ry twenty-four pounde", in th"ir bow. 

Although it was the twenty..,ighth of J ""(', it was so d,ilh', 

that I began to give credit to a remark that the lIorth 11<l~ t \\ J) 

\v1mers, a ""hite and a green OUt. 'Ve now prcparc'u to 
make a little excursion to Upsala, and the mines of Dall

mora, distant about eighty.live Engli'h miles: fol' thi, ex

pedition we hired a little light phaeton for one plote and , ix

teen skillings per day: this vehicle required only two horst'S, 

and was well adapted to the ero .. roads. The prevailing car

riage, used by the respectable part of the inhabitants, is a gig, 

with a small seat behind for a scn'ant, who ott a di~tancc ap

pears to be holding by the quelle of his mwster, and hws alto

gether a very whimsical effect. 

The traveller, whose time is not limnro, would do well to 

visit the foundenes of Sahlahutta, the silver mines of Salllbel'g 

and of Herstenbotten; A/vestad, where the copper is refined; 

Norberg, remarkable for its very curious mineral productions; 

Fahlun, the capital of the heroic Dalecurlian., the farnolL< 

.i1ver mines of Kopporberg, the cataracts of Elfscarlehy, Mr. 

Grin'. anchor-forge a1 Snderfon; at all which places, as well 

III! at Dailniano, the natural treasure and phenomena of Sw<'<ien 

• 'dioplayed in the most interesting and ,uhlime manneI'. 
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To secure admission to most of these places, it wiU be advise

able to procure letters of introduction to the proprietors or in

spectors. Pressed, as I have before stated myself to have been 

for time, my election feU upon the mines of Danmora, and u 

visit to Upsala. 

The country through which we passed, with. our accustomed 

celerity, was rather rich and picturesque, and in many parts 

abounded with corn fields: but as we approached Upsala, and 

afterwards Danmora, the scenery beclune bleak and dreary. 

The first evening we slept at Upsala, and very early the next 

nlorniQg' proceNlcd to Danmora, where we arrived in time to 

hear the ulowing of the rock, which commences every day 

at twelve o'clock precisely. As we ",,'ere looking down the 

principal month of the mine, which presented a vast and 

frightful gulf, dosing in impenetrable darkness, our ears W('re 

a~",iled by the deq}otoned thunder of the explosion below, 

which rolled through the vast and gloomy caverns of this pro

found aby" in sounds the most awful and sublime: frequently 

large masses of rock are thrown out oy the violence of the 

tlischarge. In these mighty excavations, the haud of man 

has toiled for three centuries. These mines produce a vas1 
quantity of ore of a superior quality, much used in the Britiab 
,teel manufactories. feeling an .invincible ~n to 

descend the principal pit in a bucket, we reached the bottom 

of another ahyss, about tour hundred feet doop. by crazy lad, 
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dero placed almost perpendicularly, a mode which was at

tended with much trouble wtd considerable peril: we found 

the bottom covered with indissoluble ice. Our curiosity wa' 

speedily aa\isfied,. wtd we gladly regained the sUmmit. Mark 

the force of habit! Two elderly miners stepped from the firm 

earth upun the rim of a bucket, . which hung over this dizzy 
depth. and, holding the cord, deocended: one singing, and th. 

other taking snuB: The hydraulic machinery by which Ill!' 
mines are kept dry, move a chain of six thousand feet, which, 

after drawing the water from the mine, forces it through an 

aqueduct of five thousand feet: this mine is call.d the Peru 

of Sweden. From the mines we proceeded to Mr. T anller', 

forges at Osterby, about one English mile oR; where one 

thousand persons are employed: 

--Bath'd in the laborious drop 
Of paU>ful induotTy •• ---

The ore, as it comes fi'om the mine, is piled upon lavers of 

fir, and partially melted: it is then Jlounded by va-;t hammers 

mored by water, afterwards liquefied in a furnace of charcoal, 

whence it runs into a long mould of sand, where, a'> soon a*\ it 
hardens, it is drawn out and laid in piles in the open air. 

These cnonnous rough pieces are again melted, ami hf'atcn 

into bars for exportation. 

See, pale md hollow-eyed, in bis blue shin, 
Before the 1COI"Cbm, furnace, reeking stands 
The wary smith I a thundtring water~"beel 
AkcrDa&:cly uplifu hit cumbrous pair 
Of -me ... Uo,",-

y 
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The tOM'll af OMby is IIDBlI, but neat, RJld prillcipally m
~ ..,. ponullS who t-e COIlcertll with the mines. At 

tt.e iM, wllidr,i'Tery pretty and ronulfttic, we ioed sumptu

ously upaI> striomIim o.od • cock of the woods, that had heen 

pretieA'1HI ,in b-.; 8Bd. aft .... a hf'tllty repast. .... turned to 

llpada. 'TIH. toWD. wiid> is BD archiepiscopal see, and one 

of the most ""tie'" chri6tian establishments in Sweden, stOIldo 
ill a vao& plain, in which the general cl>aroctef of barrenness is 

O<'<:8IIionally l'O!;eveoi by some fuw corn-lields and partial spot, 

of meadow. Some of the private dwellings and the colleges 

"'" Lamlsome, and are geaerally &uecoed and stained of a 

yellow co(our; but the IJI!ljority of houses are compooed of 

wood, pUnted Ted, and have behind them little gardens filkd 
with applt" and other fruit trees. The river Sala, which COlD· 

municates with the M~r, divides the town. I never saw 

the grass '" high and so green upon the roolS of the huuses 

... 1.....,. 

lJpon looking from Illy bed-room window at the inn. J 

eould not dil>tingoish several of them from the green hill on 

~ summit the antielll palace "'and". Upon entering the 

co.urt gate of this edit""" which i. of brick. and has at one 

angle a large round tower, with a copper cupola, a number of 

baggage carriages were preparing to follow the Duke of Su

dermania (the King', all€le, and, during hi. mino,rity, the 

R!'Ilent or Sweden), who had left the ".,....uneDIs w~ he has 

Ill'''' the day before, to join hi. regimeat. 





ERlC IV. 

This Prince ~ considerable talents: wuortunatclv 

there ia at present a cooln... been his Royal Highnes. 

atId his august nephew. Part of the palace only remains, 
the rest baving ,been consumed oy lire. From the height 

upon which it stands, the scite of the antient town of U psaia, 

fQI'IDerIy the CIlPitai of Sweden, and the residence of the bigb
priest of Oden, are discernible. Our time would not admit 

of our seeing the celebrated Morasteen. or stOllt! of MOiel. on 

which the antient sovereigns of Sweden were crowned; the 
last in 1512: it is preserved. Witll other curious stones. in a 

.hed aoout seven miles lrom Up."la. Under a heap of ruobish, 

which formerly composed a part of the palace, we were in

fOrmed are the remains of some state dungeons. in one of 

wJuch the following affecting scene occurred : 

I n the year 1567, Eric I V., t he most bloody tymnl evel' 

seatetl upon the throne of Sw~en, l'I('i:zed upon the illustrious 

family of the Stures. who were the n1tif'cts of his jealou~y. 

and. in n moment of anger. dt"SCt:'ooed the dungeon in which 
Count Sture war.; confined, and stabbed him ill the ann: lht' 

young captive fell upon hi~ knees. irnplort:d his clemency. alld 

(h-awing the dagger from the wound. kissed it, amI presented it 
to his enraged. and remorseJe;s sovereign, who caustxl him to 

he immediately dispatched. It would lorm a fi"e sultiect for 

the pencil. 

The cathedml is a prodigiolls unwielJy pile of brick, wilh 
y2 
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two square towers at the west end, in the gothic style, which 

have been recently decorated.with a doric architrave, and sur

mounted by two cupolas of copper, supported by doric pillars 

of iron. In contemplating such a heterogeneous mixture of 

architecture, in a spot dedicated to the sciences. I could 

scarcely give credit to the evidence of my eyes; but the worst 

wine is ulways drank in the vineyard. The present cathedral 
is erected upon the scite of the antient one, which was burnt 

down about one hundred and filty years since. The interior 
is handsome, and is adorned with a magnificent organ, which 

was playing when we entered, and poured forth some of the 
most powerful tones I ever heard. As I was looking upon 

tl,e ground, I /ourKi that I was standing upon the slab that 
covered the ashes of the immortal Linnreus, and his son, a~ 

appeared by the following simple and very illadequate in

tlCription : 

Ossa 
CAROLI A LINNE 

equitis ausati 
marito optimo 

61io unico 
CAROLO A LINN!! 

patri!r successori 

et 

sibi 

SABA ELiZADETA MOR'!eA. 



L1NNJEUS. HiS 

Tbe aflectionate reverence of the pupil. of tbis di;tinguished 

expounder of nature, and the powers of his celebmted friend, 
Sergell. have endeavoured to supply the humility of the pre

ceding tribute, by raising. in a little recess, a monument of 

Swedish porphyry. supporting a large medallion of the head 

of the illustrious naturalist, which is said to be an admirable 

likeness of him; unuer it is the following plain inlSCription : 

CAROLO A LINNE 

Botanl'liCOfUlli 

principi 
Amici et discipuli. 

1798. 

Although this monument is more worthy of him, yet it is far 

below what a traveller would have expected to find in the 

northE'rn seat of learning, and in the place which gave Lin~ 
nreus birtll. His spirit still seerns to pen'adt' and conM'cmte thi~ 

celebruted spot. The traveller hears every remark ('nriehed 
with the name of Linnreus. H Tllcre," tSaid a .swede, with 
a smile of national pride and an cyt! of tit'light. .. i~ the 
u hou8e in which he lived, and there tilE' !,ranlt'1J and bower 

.. in which he studied; over these fields he u",·d to fiy. when 

.. the sun refreshed them with his earliest heam. attended by a 

H numerous body of affectionate student:" to explore the beau

Q ties, ami unfold. with the eye of .. subordinare P.-ovid.""", 
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.. lhe secret. of nature; there, if in tlteir rambles any one 

.. discovered a curious plant or insect. the sound of a F reach. 

.. horn collected tbe herborizing party, w bo assembled round 

" their chiet; to Iil.ten to the wiJ;dom that fell from his tongue." 

lu a private chapel in this cathedral is the tomb of the 

glorious Gustavus Vasa, Wllose effigy is placed between that 
of his two wives, Catherine and Margaret; and in another, 

that of the Slurc" \I hom I I .. ve before mentioned; the latin 

inscription upon this monument thus affectingly concludes: 

.. A II that was noblp and magnanimous could not ",/len the 

H iron heart of their sovereign! Reader, if thou art not a.'i 

,.. unfeeling, lament the undeserved late of such viltuC." In 
OtiC of the recesses we saw a small recumbent statue of Jolm . 
J II. which experienoed a similar late; the ship that was 

conveying it to Sweden from Italy, where it was made, sunk 
lleaT Dantzig, and the statue remained under water for one 

hundred and fdty YelU8, when it was fished up, and presented 

by the burghers of Dantzig to Eric, and was deposited in 

the old cathedral. Here repose also the remains of the cele

brated chancellor Oxerurt:iem. It is surprising that neither 

this great man, nor C/JOBtian IV. of DellDlark, the two great 

ornaments and benefuotors of their countries, have any monu· 

wents ~ to their memories. 

The reader may be pleased with the following aoclOUQt 
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of the C haneellor from the pen of the eceentric C hri!ltina, 

queen of Sweden, who was placL"<i, during her minority, uu

d ... the gU8niianship of Oxenstie",. "This extraordinary 

.. man had ama...oo a great deal of learning. having been a 

.. hard student in his youth: he read even in the midst of his 

.. importllnt occupations. He had a great knowledge of the 

.. atfuirs, and of the interests of mankind: he knew the forte 

" and the fuible of all the states of Europe: he W1IS master 

" of great talents, a comummate prudence, a vast capacity. 

H and a noble soul; he wa'3 imlefutigable: he 1K)SS{'SS(>d a 

4l most incredible assiduity and application to busiut>S,.",; he 

" made it his pleasure and his only occupation: he was as 

u sober as any person could be, in a country and in an age 

" when that virtue lV11S unknown. He was a sollud sleeper, 

U and used to say, that nothing had either prevented hi!oi 

" sleeping. or awakened him out of his sleep, during tht:, 
H whole course of his life, except the death of my fatht'T 
" Gustavus, and the loss of the bault· of Nordinguc. 1Ie 

.. has often told me that, when he w('ot to &cd, he put otr 

<I his carcs with his clothes. and let them bottl go to re:-.t till 

if the next morning. In other rf'Sp(>et~, lIe was amhition ... L)IlI 

.. honest, incolTUptible, and iI little too slow anti phlt'gmatic." 

A. we proceedeu to the CoIl<gc of Botallyand its gard<us. 

i& .. ..... singular to see the prof""""rs of philosophy booted. 

Every tlling in Sweden it performed ill boot.: '" .oon ... " 



HiS MUNGO PARKE. 

child can walk he is booted; perhaps the cheapness of leather 

may !Je the cause of this. The college was erected under the 

auspices of the late king. with his accustomed taste and mag
nificence. Monsieur Aftzelius, profes.'SOr of chemistry. and 

who presides ov~r the cabinet of mincl1llogif'S. attended us 

with gl'C'dt politcue!5S. This gentleman has lately returned to 
Sweden from a very interesting. and perilous im'estigation of 

the natu ... '" ru.tory of the interior of Afiica, and hus enriched 

the depArtment over which he ably presides, with severnl rare 
and precious ohjects, which he brought from that country. 

His mineral collt..'Ction is much esteemed, but I confess my 

inability to describe it. 

Amoll,!,rst other matters, the conversation tumw upon the 

authenticity of many of Mungo Parke's manrdlons stori{'s, 

upon which the Professor assurt.'<.l us, that he bclien,"d his rela

tion to be perfectly true, and declared, that in tllat distant and 

unfrequented region he had himself met with many extraor

dinary objects and occurrences, which it required grt'ut cou

rage to relate. I have. since my return to England. S<'('n sonw 

beautilUl d ..... wings made upon the spot, descriptive of the 

manners, and particularly of the rural economy of the interior 

Africans, by a highly ingenious and enterprising artist, Sa

muel Daniell, Esq. which fully confirm tho observation of th~ 

learned Professor, and might, loom their concuning and con

vincing testimony, abate the force of his apprehensions. Upon 
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the suhject of aholi:-hill~ the !Slaye-trade, the Proft..'ssor made a 
remark. which, tlowillg from local knowkdgc timl IOllg jllte\'

course. strongly impn'ssed my mimI: he U('prL'C'cltt'U ar:y (ItiH'r 

than a gradual abolition, jor whic.:h the mi1lus of thl" nt'~'TOt'S 

should be prepared; aud dL'clUJ'(~d. in a \"l'ry emphatic man

ner his perfect com'iction that a 'l.liQ/ellt emancipatioll would 
only shock and endanger tllis great ('ause of humanity. 

Although unacquainted with botany. I was much b'TJ.ti

lied by ~eing one of the rooms, in which tlu:.'rc Wt're ~)JllC 

beautiful and fluuri!'lhing date amI plane trees. bedded in Jiue 
mould, and seyernl rare pluuts irom the South Sea i:-.iumi-:. 

growing ag<lill~t a gr(~en treillage that ran 011 all ~idcs of the. 
nyartmcnt, which was fonned iuto walks, and hau a \"Cry 

agreeable effect. 

Amongst the curiosities in tillS room, I ru,l not fail to pay 

my respects to a venerclble parrot, which we were assun..u had 
exce<:ded his hundredth year: he di.played thc marks of 

great antiquity, part of his plumage was entirely gone, and 

there was a very visible appearance of feebleness both ill his 
eyes and in his beak; but he is still likely to see several j'C'drs 

mol;<' roll over his tufted head. The warmth of the room at: 
fOrds the temperature of native climate to the plants; it was 

gratii)'ing to see art thus supporting nature in a bleak and hos

tile" climate. 
z 
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TIlf' Itot-hon~, which is just finished, is a mat,'rflir~nt han • 
... upported hy don(' pillars. and which, 'When fillished. willl>e 

";lntwd oy f()urtecn !)tovC's and nine ilul"', concealNl in the 

4'nlulIIm.. ThcI'f' w('rc no plants hf're at thi5 time. The room 

j(lf til(' mu-.cum is also not yet completed. the d er;;ign i) 

,·xccllcnt. The Jecturc~roolll is '('J1' cupacious and IUUld

~Olll('. and 0l)('u" into that part of the garden which IS finisht>d 

"1ll1 l"f'uuy for the <;tlU.i('llt.", under a portico of fX'stUIll collll1lJl .... 

Th(' plallt .. in thi~ garden ure ammged a&,JTf'e'lhlc to tht· pIau 

nnd ('Ia!'""ficatlon of Lillna'u~, and afford uo douht a nch men

tal ltalu)uet t t lr th(' cruclih:: IICI bali .. t. The IIhrary of the 11111-

H'I .... 'l\' , .... not now thought d(~n illg of tlU' lugh reputation 

\\ lJidl \\U" 0))('(' aflj~(·d to It: it i" (li,'ukd illto thrl't' apart~ 

HI('Ut-.. til(' fiN i ... decliellteu to hdl ........ kttn· .... lli...to~. UJld n!itu~ 

ral (lI ... tory; the ~conrl j ... mi'-<.'( 'l1anl'olls. alld "as l'f(>~.'nted to 

Ulf' lilli' Cl .... 't) hy the late K.ng; aml the thiN I~ l'ontim,d tu 

thf"ology.juri ... prudenl'e. and mcdi(Oint'. Thi., lihrary IIa. ... het'u 

uugmentf'd at ,uri()u~ times by die hterary collection" of t1u)o>,(~ 

countri<'~ \\ bid. have hOW(D to the S" t'tli!<h "'" ord. The h~ 

hcmiau, ~ Ito had lived :-Ollie ~'ears with Sir .T<koCph Balik" in 

that t'apacity, ,,(}('wed ns a very precious lnanU~lipt of a Go. 

thic trall.~lution of the fc)llr g()t:pel~ Sl.IppoReU to have bt-en 

made in the fOllrth century, upon 'O (~lIum, richly illuminatt'd 

with Jurge I!!ilver and some golden letten., which have been 

made by tll<- bru.h: the former are fuded, but the latter are in 

"~CCllellt llfc><n·ution. This lJook formed a part .of the lite-
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rary pillage of Pmgue, in 1648, and wa' sent to Chri,tina by 

{;ount Konigsmark; from that princess it was pilfered by a 

Dutchmall, upon whose death it was purchased for 2501. by 

some good patriotic Swede, and presented to the university. 

We were shewn some curiosities, which. in justice to the 

ucivenity of Uf"'1Ia. I DII,.t acknowledge that even tho,.., who 

displayed them were ashamed of, and were belli'r cakulak,] 

to augment the cablnC't of some littlt>. ('apricious, spoiled, prin
ct's. .. , who was just capable of nlOning atone, tilan that of a 

grave and learnC'd body, ,·iz. the slip}X'FS of the Virgin Marv, 

Judas's purse, &c. 

In a smaJl room in the liurury we saw a large chf'st, ahout 

the size of a bureau bedstead, doubled locked and seak<l, con

taining the manuscripts of the late King, which he directed 

,mould not be opened till fifty years after his decease. Con

jecture and expectation frequently hover over tilis caSl', which 
will, no doubt, one day unfold to Sweden milch interesting 

memoir, andliterary treasure. Here we were shewn some Icc 

landic manuscripts, said. to be upwards of eight hundred year.; 

old, and several lilpland tmcts. How wonderful, thut litera

ture should have lived, and even smiled, in regions which the 

I· I SWl rare y wanns. 

In one of the mineralogical collections, separate from that 

z 2 
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of M. Aftzplius, we were mucb gratified by seeing SOOle b'ans 

l)Qrent agatc!; (''Olltainillg flies, clastic sand-stones, incombus

tible purses of asOe!;tos, a mineral found in the iron mines of 

Dant'mOl"'d, some beautilill chrystals and many other rarities, 

which wet'(> di .. playcd and explained with the greatcst perspi~ 

cuity and urbanity. The students amount to about one thou· 

sano, lodge. and board themselves according to their finances 

anti inclinations in the town: in general they wear a bJack 

gown witJwut ~Iee\'es. 

By an unarcounL'lble mi::-ltake we omitted to bring with liS 

some I('ttf'rs of iurroUu('tioll to the uniYcJ'l'oity, which were of. 

f('red to Ul'o at Stockholm. hut upon a protc·:-.,. ... or, who h<lJlpeH~d 

to be in tll<" rutit('dr'dl at the flame time with ourselves, observ· 

ing that Wf" were Englbhmen. hr, in the politl~t manner, ('n~ 

ablPd us to SC'C what wa.'i most worthy of ollr attention. Our 

omisl.;ion. and Protessor Aftzcliu!"'s irnperf('Ct knowledge of the 

Engl~h lauguage. produC('d a momentary embUmlSsment: 

.. How (/m'e you," Slid h{', making a low oor.:!, ,. come lwre 

u without letters of introduction?" 'Vhat he meant is obvious, 

from the politeness with which he received us. Th. Professor 

wjll not be angry, I am sure, and the following whimsical error 

will "'!'l'l'leMy k""p him in countenance; it ",as related by 
the brave and wn.rable Prince de Ligne, wbom I had the 

plc&"re of m..,ting at Mr, Jackson's, our ambassador at Ber
lin, of an EllgW;bman who had been introduced to him, and 
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who wali vehemently anxious to make himself rn~ter of the" 

French language. It was the custom with thi~ gt:ntleman, for 

the purpose of restraining a~ mlleh as possilJle the blunders 

"'hich he wa'i perpetually committing, always in col1Ycrsation 

to speak each sentence in English first, and then to translate it 
into French. One day he called upon tl,e Prince, who is a 

'vt'ry acti,-e man, although far advanced in years, and finding 

him on his c()lIch, and wishing to rally him 011 the occasion} 

thus Lwgan: .. My prinL'C. IlIon p"illce-I am glad to _.;ee you, 

.ie suis c!wnll{; de VOlt$ t!oi7--0n your couch, dallS votrc (le

u couchcmclIt-that is, iIbtcad of 'o~ your sopha: 'in your 

.. lying in." 

The revenues of this university, the first in the north of 

Europe, are ruther naTTOW; fortunate would it be for this 

learned institution jf it were more the fashion to commit the 

tiOns of gentlemen and nohlemen to its rare; nothing hut such 

patronage is wanting to exp.'lucl its energies, genius and leam

ing having made this ~IKlt their f:lvourite rt'Sii.lence. The at· 

tentions that we receivN there, and which our ou-n forgdli.ll

n('ss rendered accidclltall have left a lasting impression upon 

my mind of the respect which is paid to Englishmen. 

It is by quitting it that we are able """t w apprt'Ciate the 

value of our country; every Englishman who leaves it from 

honourable motives, beromes a subordinate representative of 
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it. and ought to revolt at tarui-:-.hillg a name which 1:) every 
where honoured. 

The population ufSwe'<len. including Finland.;" rapidly en

creasing; it j:, at present U3ccrtaiued to exceed three million~. 
The rtwcnu~'S of Sweden arise ffom the poll-tax, about one 

~hilliHg ;uld lhrC'<' pence each person, with certaiu cx(:cptious; 

f()yal demesnes. windows, horses, equipages, ~upcrnumcr..uy 

SC'n'ants, watches, tobacco, !'nuif, duties on cXIJOrts and im· 

!",rt, and distilled spirits. on mines and forge'S, part of the 

great tythe.. deductiOI/S from salaries. p<'nsions and pInee-. 

and monopoly of salt-p<'trc. The herring r"hery is said to be 
much on til(' o(>ciinc. \V c found every thing, ('xCt'pt (·Ioth. 

very cheap in S",.dm. 
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('11 .\1'. IX. 

}laO!{ POST~ HOIL SP.S·--LANGU AGE-MERRY e ft I MIN' A L-I'R. rsONS

J'SA.LM-SlNG IS'G W ATCIlMEN-WASHERWOMRN-FK.l-:NCH CO MED'Y' 

-rASSPORTS--INDECORUM OF A LITTLE DOG-SET !tAIL 1'OM. 

SWRDISH r·1Nr . ... S'D-n EGG JNG ON A NJ-: W E LJ:;: :\I ENT- . JSLA :'.'DS 

UPON tsLANDS-A MASSACRE-TltE All TS-AB(}-F'LI ES-l'OIt BS1:i 

ON' YUI E-aVSSIA-l'nEDBllJCKSlf AM-.uUSi IAN COINS. 

THE Swedish peasantry are crmillly not so merciful to 

their hoJ"S(.'S as their neighhouN the Dan~: but pl'Ol ident awl 

generous Nature, who, ioresct"ing the cruelty of mall toW'ard~ 

the poor a'S, anne" his sides with the toughest hide, made his 

temper patil'nt, and taught him to fix'll contentedly upon the 
Ihi,tl., Sl.'ems to have fortified the Swedi, h post.horse again_l 

hard,hips and neglect. I have frequently ""en this poor ani· 

mal, after he h .. , brought us to the end of a long station, left 

to stand in the road. refiT:dled only now and then by some 

little bits of hard bWl<l, Lrokm from n circle whieh the driver 

generally ,vears slung over his shouldpl'S. During this excur
sion, as well as on onr fin,t pro~ through the country, my 
.,... was frequently deliglrted by the strong resemblance be-
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hn.'en, and c\-cn identity of the S\n:dish and Eugli:,h lan
guagt·s, as ill the f<)Uowing words: god dag. good day; fan-el, 
lim.'well; cft(,T, after; go, go: vd. well i hott, hat; long, 

IOIlg' ; eta, cat ; fisk, fish; I'cppar, pepper; salt. salt; "inn, 

wine; litcn, little i l\'o, two; go out, go out; strcum, river; 

rod, red, &c. &c. 

The S\l'wlish language, which is derived from the Gothic, 
has two diRe-rent pronullciations ; one in which every letter in 
a word is heard just as it is written, such as it is u5e;d in the 

,"arious hmflf'.hes of omtory; the other, e;tablished by custom 
for common u.<;e, ha.'i nany abbreviations, and, in many in
~taIlCCS, I w·a. .. informed by an intelligent Swede. deviatc~ 

fium the rules of grammar. The language is very sonorous: 

it places, as does the Danish, the article at the end of the 

nouns, as in the most antient languages. contrary to the Eng

lish and German, as the man, der man; Swedish, mannen. 

Some of the national songs are said to be very sweet, and 

to I>reathe the true spirit of poetry. Amon!!"t their modem , . 
poets, they speak with great rapture of Dalin; and amongst 

their antient of Stiernhielm. who flourished in the reign of 

Gustavus Adolphus, and, wonderful to relate, was the greatest 

mathe_tician and poet of his age. Perhaps it was the life 
of that singular man tbat suggested that whimsical saty. 
poem, .. the Loves of the Triangles:' 
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The higher orders of the Swedes are highly cultivated, well 

infonned, and accomplished. In consequence of every parish 

having a public school, almost every peasant can read, and 

many of the sons of the peasants are sent from these schools 

to the colleges at Upsala. 

As I was strolling through the streets of Stockholm, just 

after our return from Upsala. I met with an occurrence which 
clearly established that an innate sentiment of submission to the 
laws will better ensure the safe custody of their violator than 

guards and gaolers; and it is admitted, that the Swedes are more 
under the influence of such an impulse than any otht>r people. 

Turning a corner, I wa.;; overtaken by a raw flaxen-headed 

countryman. who. as it afterwards proved. had never heen 
in the city before, driving, in a little country cart, a very ro

bust meny looking fellow, w hose hands were fastcnl'd hy 
a large clumsy pair of handcuff .. , and one leg chained to 

some little slips of wood which composed part of the body of 

the vehicle. Both driver and culprit had, it appeared. in
dulged themselves with a few snaps on the road. and were 

neither of them very sober nor sorrowful. The prisOIwr, who, 
from his superior size and streJlgth. might, I am sati~fied, have 
easily knocked down the nI!>tic with the iron round his hauus, 
if he had heen so disposed, and effected his escape with little 

.. 00 difficulty, sat at his ease, amusing himself with now an~ 

then pinching his conductor, which was always followed by a 

AA 
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joke, and a mutual hearty laugh. In this way they jogged on 

through the city, the thief shewing his driver the road to tbe 

gaol, as merrily as if he had been going to the house of festivity. 

I saw several prisoners passed from one town to another, under 
similar circumstances of apparent insecurity. They all ap. 

peared to ue too UII(;OIlC('rnl:.d, if not cheerful, to U(' secured by 
the trammels of cOTJscience, which is said to be sometimes ca~ 

pable of holding a ruffian by a hair. 

Upon vi,iting the principal prison, the rooms appeared to 

me to be too sman and close, were much too crowded with 

prisone,.,., and the healthy and the sick were confined together. 

The prisoners were not compelled to work as in Copenhagen, 

to v.·hich circumhotallce, and the preceding caUS(~. their sallow 

looks maybe attributable: they arc I'ermitt<.'<i to take the air 

only for a short time in the court-yard twice in the day. I was 

shocked to see a bar of iron, as long and as thick as a great 

kitcht!n poker, rivetted to each man's leg, and which, to enable 

him to move, he wa~ obliged to preserve in a horizontal pOl'ii

tion, by u cord f",;tened to the end of it, and suspended from 

his waist. To load a prisoner with irons of any other weight 
or shape than what are necessary for security. is a reflection 

upon the justice, humanity, and policy of the government tbat 

pennits it. The women were confined in a separate division 
of the building: they were not ironed, but their cells were too 

dose and crowded; and the):' were also permitted to live in 



SWEDISJI WASUERWOMEN. 179 

indolence. I must confess, when I rdlectcd upon tlu.' (,Illight

coed benevolence of the Swt'dish llution, I was ~urpriM.'{1 to 

see how little this place app<.>arf'cl to have shared in ils solici

tude, and most cordially do I hopt.~ Utat the tilll f> is not distant, 

when these miser'dble wretches will he rendered more comfort

alJJe, and less burthensome to the state. 

The watchmcn of Stockholm. like their brethren of Copen

hagen, cry tilt.· hour most lustily, and sill~ anthnllS allllo~t all 

night, to the no little annoyance of it)f('igncrs who llUvc 1..l'l'1l 

accustomed to confine their deyoti\)n~ to tllt' clay. The~~ im

portaut pcr.,onages of the nig-Iit perami>ulate the town with a 

curious weapon like a pitch-fork, each side of the lork having 

a spring barb, used in securing a running thief by the leg. 

Tht.' u~(' of it re(luires some skill and practice. and constitutes 

no iuconsiderdble part of the yaillable H1't and my~tcryof thief.. 

catching. 

Before I quit this charming city, I cannot help paying a 

compliment to a dc~rving and meritorious part of iL"i femal t.· 

inhabitants, I mean the washcn\romt-l1. which I am slire all 

lovers of clp . .an linen wilJ rc-ccho. 1t is rcfre~hing to see them 

enter one's room with the b'TCattSt p1"oprete. with their ba..,kets 

filled with linen as white as the driven snows of Lapland. and 

lay it out upon the table with that look and movement of con

.cious. but uecent pride. which every creature feel. who has 
A A 2 
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reason to be in good humour with her own works : their bills 

are surprisingly moderate. Perhaps when the merits of these 

ladies are more widely known, luxury delighting in whatever 

is foreign, may seek their aid, and tbe winch< of beaven may 

waft into Swedish harbours vessels freighted with foul linen 

from English .hores. 

W e found the French comedy tolerably well attended: the 

interior of the theatre is small, and of an oblong shape, meanly 

decorated, and badly lighted: the royal-box is in the centre 

of the front, the whole of which it occupies. The perform

('rs were respectable, and receive very liberal encouragement 

from the public: the scenery was tolerable. The embellish
ments of thi" theatre suRer from the prodigal bounty which 

has heen lavished upon the opera. 

As the time fixcod for our depanure was rapidly advancing, 

to enable us to pass through Russia, we were obliged to fur

nish ourselves with a p"sspon from the Governor of Stock

bolm, for which we paid eight ri,,-dollars and a half; and an

other passport from the Russian minister, resident at the Swe

dish court, which cost two rix-dollars; and as it is attended 

with tJle le .. ,t trouble and expence to cross the gulf of Botlmia 

to Abo, by proceeding from Stockholm up the Baltic, we hired 

half a packet. the other half being engaged, for fifteen rix.dol

la.... The distance from Stockholm to Abo is about three 
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hundred and ftfteen English miles. The vessels, which arc 

hired upon these occasions, are single.masted, and resemble a 

shallop with a raised deck, and a pink or sharp stern, which is 

much lower than the fore part, and is frequently under water: 

they cannot live long in rough weather. 

On the day of our departure we dined with one of the most 

amiable and hospitable men in Stoekholm. Few respectable 

Englishmen can pas." through this capital, without knowing 

and consequently esteeming him; I allude to M. Winner

quist the banker. From his house I once more ran up to the 

church of St. Catherine, at the top of Mount Moses, to take 

my last farewell of this enchanting city, which, warmed by a 

brilliant sun-tint, lay beautifully expanded below me. 

Having laid in our provisions,-and let me recommend the 

traveller to secure a good quantity of bread, for none can be 
procurc>d till he reaches Abo,-we proceeded to the quay. wher. 

our vessel lay in frOilt of the palace: herc:-, whilst I was wait

ing on shore the operation of hoisting the mainsail, a little 

trait of national character occurred, which did not fail to set 

me off in good humour. The walls of the casement story of 

the royal castle, and of the garden on tHis side, are of gr'd.uite, 

vast, enormously thick and long, and cannot be taken by sap. 

A tradesman passed with a little dog trudging after him: the 

animal, it is to be presumed, had not had experience enough 
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to know that, in the north, the very stones whieh form the 

royal pile are held even penally saered against defilement of 

every !>Ort, for, irresistibly impelled, he raised one of his hinder 

feet again~t thi!l said royal wall; a ~ntinel, who had a little 

''''hip in bis hand, ] :-;upposc for this special purpose, l'iCnt this 
fOllJ'fi,M"* ·d tli :o.loyal violator of' oL"Cofum IIOWJillg. with many a 

1.3rkward look of reproach, after his lIlru.tt"f, wlJOTII he vehe

rn e-ntly M:oldnJ, for not having taken C'are to prevent such di~ 

rt--Spt'ctfi.tl behaviour toward!' the seat of majc!'ty. 

At five o'clock in the evening of tile "ixth of .Tuly, with 

\Try little' wino, we ~Iowly withdrew from Stockholm. BefoJ'(' 

ni:,rht we "(,TC complcwly becalmed; our captain rowed us 
Ill' tu n rock, and throwing nut a gang hoard, ti ed the v(:'sst'l 

to 11 fir-tret' tC)T til(> lIight. HeTe Wt' landed, and a~pnded the 

rocks, which, sparingly clotht:cl with grey moss, rose from 

the water's edge in the mmt grcllld, romantic, and picturesque 

disorder. Before us the rich crimson suffusion of the sun, 

.i".t ,,,uk behind a dark undulating line of fir forests, gave at 

once tranquillity alld tone to the lake..appearancr of this anD 

of the Baltic, which was enlivened by the white-Iag!(ing >ails 

of a few boats, that on the opposite side sotily and slowly 

ereeped thl'Ough the deep shadows of the shores, crowned 

with the wood, of Liston.eottage; whilst in the south, the 

tower of St. Catherine'., mounted upon her airy summit, the 

houses, the palace. and the spires, seemed composed of light 
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cloud and mist. The silence of this delicious "'pose of na.

ture was only faintly broken by the dashing of the oar, and 

the carol of the distant uoatmen; in the language of the di. 

vine Milton: 

" Now came still evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in ber sober livery all things cbd : 
Silence accompanied; for beast and bird, 
They to their grassy couch. these to their nests, 

Were ,Iunk,------------
- - - now glowed the firmament 

With living saphirs." 

Seated upon a rock, we for a long time contemplated tillS 
exquisite scene, till at length the calls of sleep induced u, to 

descend into our cahin, where onr accommOfjations were very 

comfortable. \Vith the suo, which was an early riser, we 

unmoored, and advanced but very slowly; as we proceeded, 

misery in a new shape presented itself. From a wretched 

hovel, upon une of iIle islands which began to appear in 

('lusters, hanging over the edge of the water, and ready to 

drop into it, an old man in rags, and nearly blind, put off in 

a little crazy ooat, and rowing towards us implored our cha

rity in the most touching manner, and seemed very grateful 

for the trifle we gave him. 

In the evening, having made but little way, the master 

again moored the "Vessel to another island for tbe night; as I 
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found was the custom. on account of the danger and diffi

culty of the navigation. This island was indeed a most en

chanting scene; upon its romantic summit of grey rock we 

found a little cottage, embowered in trees of tir, ash, and 

elder. that might well be called .. the pea,anfs "est." A 

fisherman. his aged mother. his wife and his children. formed 

the population of this beautiful spOt. A little field of grass. 
in which a c...'OW was grazing, another of com, a gardeu, and 

the waters of the Baltic. which again resembled a lake. sup

plied them with all their wants, and all their riches. Here 

it seemed as if the heart could no longer ache, as if ambition 

might wish to be what he beheld. and that love might ponder 

on the past without a pang. The inside of the cottage was neat 
and cheerful; the good oM lady, with the children in their 

shirts playing round her. sat knitting by the light of a sprightly 

lire. and under locks of snow presented a face at peace with 

all the world. Upon hearing that we wished to have 

some supper, the fisherman, with a countenance of health 

and gaiety. descended into a little creek. where his boats 

were moored, for some perch, confined in a wicker well 
in the water. whilst his young wife. who had a pair of 
very sweet expressive eyes, laid the cloth in a detach

ed room facing the cottage. Whilst supper was prepar
ing I rambled over this little paradise. Night came on. and 

all the beauties of the preceding evening. with some variety 
of now forms. returned; the same bright bespangled heaven ! 
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the same serenity; the same silence! yielding only to the 

unceasing rippling of a lillie stream of rock water, to which, 

as it gushed from a bed of long moss, and as our fair hostess 

presented her pitcher, thriftily fenced with wicker, might be 

applied the beautiful inscription of Bosquillon, on the foun

tain in the street of Notre Dame des Victoires in Paris: 

II La nymphe qui donne de celte eau 
Au plus creuJ. de rocher se cache: 

Sui.,C"Z un eXen1p1c si beau. 
Donnez uns vouloir qu'on Ie sache." 

Or thus in English: 

U Prompt to relieve, tho' ",i(WllSJ wnpp'd in stone, 
The nymph of waten pours her generous stream: 
Go, gentle reader, do as she hat done; 
See while you bless, but ;Jllling it unum." 

J. C. 

It was just such a spot as the poetical spirit of Cowper would 

have coveted: his eye would have penetmted, and his lx~n 

could alone have painted every beauty. 

On the third day of this voyage of islands, ,n' touched at 

another, and procured a noble pik{', fi""" .. h from the nct, and 

SOlDe eggs. Our .kipper very ingeniously kindled a fire and 

cooked it in his little canoe, which was towing astern, by 

placing upon the bottom of i~ a large >ton~, upon which 10" 

BB 



186 sw EDlSH CLEANLINESS. 

set f"" to some chips and pieces of fir, and suspended over 

it, from all oar laid across the sides of the boat. an iron pot 
containing the fish; our eggs formed the sauce, and with a 

broken saucer for a plate, we made an excellent Robinson 

Cruooe repa,t. 

One morning as I was looking over the deck from the stem. 

I beheld an operation somewhat ridiculous; but as it origi. 

nated in rude notions of cleanlines,<~, and moreover is one of the 

domestic customs of the country, I shall relate it. Our skipper 

was lying at the feet of a good-natured browny girl, who was 

a passenger; Ius head was on her lap. just as Goliah some time 

since rested his in that of Delilah; but the flDgCI~ of our filir 

companion were more kindly employed thall were those of the 

woman of the valley of Sorek: the skipper had no comb, per

haps never heard of such a thing, and this kind-hearted crea

ture was sedulously consigning with a humane, because an in
stantaneous destruction of sensation in every vital part by an 

equal and forcible pressure, every restless disturber of his peace 
ill that region, which most 8$suredly mUl-it be, though doctors 

may dispute the point, the seat of reason; the cabin-boy suc

ceeded hi, ma:.1er, and in return, with the keen eye and nimble 

linger of a monkey, gratefully repaid the obligation upon the 

head of his benefuctre.s. In Italy, theoe· engaging littk of

fie" oj kindness constitute the principal delights of courtship. 



ItEFLECT10NS IN A CAf\;Ot::. 187 

The islands, after we had ~ Aland, and as we ap

proached the Gulf, ""ased to present any pidu"""!ue object; 

they appeared but a little above the water, and were scantily 

covered with slender weak firs, whose naked brd.nches We)'e 

whitened over with hoary moss, and at length, from their num

ber and similarity, became very tedious. and as dull as the' rile

lancholy forests through .which our road lay on shore, 

In the midst of the heavy tIInu; inseparable wm such a si. 

tuation, by good fortune upon rummaging my portmantua I 

found a catalogue of the year's exhibition; with this precious 

prize in my hand, I jumped into th"- little canoe &stem, and 

defied the gloom of the rocks and firs; with fresh vigour my 

memory revisited that splendid gallery of the British arts. 

The genius of West, of Westall, and of Smirke, in histol'Y ; 

of the Daniells, and of Turner, in landscape; and Lawrence, 

in portrait painting. again filled my mind with the proudest 

~nsations of delight. During thet-c UlNlitatiollS 1 had pre

""ailed upon the president and council to confinc the 3tiOli:;sioll 

of portraits to a ccrtain number, that the public eye might no 
longer be confused anu di!!ogusted by a mob '!lfllCC8, in which 

nature had done nothing for th(' origilJais, or the pninter 

but little for nature. With a thrifty use of my treasure, it 
lasted till the tenth, when, as I was gnzing in my mind'~ 

eye, with silent rapture, upon the bust of the Im'ely I.ad), 

""2 
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Ribblesdale. by Baron. the fully fubric of my reveries "'lIS 

in a moment destroyed by 8 cry of .. there is Abo. there is 

Abo:' 

About two F.nglish miles before we reached the town. we 

entered a very narrow channel, not above forty feet wide, 

which wa.. marked out by piles, not wide enough to ad~ 

mit of large v""",ls. which are oblig<'ti to moor a little before 

the entrance of it. On the left we passed by the castle. 

built of brick stuccoed: it is very antient, and has a very pic
turesqn .. apf"'8J"llee, anel was once the prison of the bloody 
F.ric IV. hut is now a garrison. A little further on the 

same side is the house of the g-.tilant Admi~.d Steddynk. who 

in the last reign displayed distinguished skill and bravery in 

:'t'\'cral engagements with the Russians, and who has the com
mand of the gun-boats. which are ranged in a long line of 

boat-houses near his residenL"e. It is a mutter worthy of 

observation. particularly at thi, period. that the gun-boat, 
used in lhe naval conflicts between Russia and Sweden with 

so much elleet, originally suggested to France the idea of 

using them against this country. In the seven years war 

they were recommended to the Due de Choiseul. the mi

nister of Louis XV. by Captain Kergvagelin. of the Swedish 

lIavy. and in the late revolution by Captain Muskein. who 

was also a lieutenant in the same service; this small craft is 
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capable of actillg in the Baltic, where no tide:; ever interfere 

with manreunes; but it has excited astonishment, not only 

in Sweden hut ill every other part of the Continent which I 

l'isited (nnd I mention it with more shame than reluctance, ~ 

cause with the millions of England, I believed at the time ill 
the romantic practicability of the long, very long threatened, 

invasion), that any reflecting Englishman could believe in the 

possibility of a flotilla of gnn-boats crossing such an expanse of 

water as divides the hie of Wight from Boulogne, subject to 

the tides, curren~ and winds, which are with more or less cer

tainty felt there, omitting the proud and confident reflections 

which our gallant cruisers and channel fleet naturally SUggCbt. 

We well know, that in the year 1791 Muskein, without ha,

ing much to dread from the naturdl difficulties before enume

rated, on account of the shortness of the distance, attacked that 

dot in the channel, the island of St. Marcou, with fifty of his 

redoubted gun-boats; that the battery of the little wave-girt 

fortress blew her rd."h and presuming enemies to atom~; ami 

that their commander with dimeu!ty e:o.capcd only lo be di~ 
grdCCd by the Directory. In mere patriotic ardour and cn

lhusiasm. independent of tides, current ... winds, ('ruilWn:, and 

Heels, the French, if they reflect at all, "ill .... gmJ st. Marc"Oll 

as a miniature of a greater island, 

Beyond the boat-houses is the custom-hou~c, from \\ llt'Bn' 

an officer came on board, and proL'C,,-->detl up the riYe-r with 
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us to the town, which, willI the cathedral, now presented the 

appearance of a large and populous city. We soon reached 

the quay, and very gladly landed in the capital of Swedish 

. ·inland. 

In Ollr inn yard I beheld the first indication of our being 

ill the neighbourhood of Russia, in a clumsy kibitka, the ordi

lIary carriage of that country, and which was here exposed for 

sale. It is a small cart, very much resembling a cradle, round 

at Ille bottom, about five feet long, and in which two persoIlll 

cau Sit or lie, the latter i~ n~~ usual posture, and who are pJ'O... 
tected from the weath"r by a semicircular tilt, open in iront, 

made of broad laths intenvoven, and L'O\'ered with birch or 

beech bark; it has no iron in it, but is fastened to the body of 

the carriage without springs, by wooden pins and ropes: the 

driver sits upon the front of it, dose to the horses' tails. At 

dinner we had some delicious wild str'dwberries, the fU'St fruit 

that we had tasted for the year. 

Abo is situated upon a point of land whore the gulfs of 

J:inland alld Bothnia unite. is a large town, and c.arries 011 

a tolerable commerce. Many of the houses are hand;ome: 

they are molilly built of wood, but some are of brick stuccoed, 

and the inhabitants are said to exceed ten thousand. The fir 

of Finland is superior to that of any other part of Sweden, 

and particularly preferred for building: great quantities of it 
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are annually sent from Abo to Stockholm. The cathedral is 

.. very autient mru;sy pile of brick, displaying no attractions to 

the eye; and the gloom of the interior is augmented by a bar

barous representation of drapery in blue, upon Q leadeo-eo

loured ground; it contain. the tombs of mauy illustrious fa
milies. Christina, who with all her le"ities was a learned 

womau, aud the munificent friend of learning, endowed an uni~ 
verSity here, which has a hbrary containing ten thousand in~ 

diflerent volumes: tile former is not in a flourishing condi .. 
tion, and the latter worthy of little notice. W c ascendt~d the 

craggy rocks impending over one sioe of the town, which. with 

the windings of the Aura, and occasional glimpses of the gulf 

of Finland, shining through the openings of tho;e dark forests 
that cover its shores on this !'Iide, presented a somewhat inte.. 

i'C:!!ting. but sombre pro:;opect. 

In the coun,e of my northern excursIOn, it was generally 

my fate, when we pa.<.;Sed a night in a town, to have a ball or 
a public coRee room for my chamber, which, 011 uccount of 

their size, arc gener.illy the most comfortless apmtmeubi 

that a man can attempt to close his eyes in. At Abo, my Oed 
was made up in an appendage to the ball-room, and had much 

of Finnish decoration to recommend it. The walls WCTC lal)(). 

riousJy painted in glowing colours, with flaming swords, fiddlt.':', 
and flutes, and seraphim's heads, which were saved from the 

voracious and expanded beaks of griffins, by the tender inb .. r-
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position of baskeL<; ,of flowers, and over the whole there was 

a pretty sprinkling of sphinxes and the royal anns of Sweden. 

Here we provided ourselves with a stock of provisions for our 

journey, and early the morning after our arrival bade adieu 
to Aho. The regulation of the 110»'1 and the coin are the 

'UlriC hf'l"c as in the other parts of SWL'<ien. 

A, we proceeded the face of the country began to undu

late; \I e ob:;erved that the houses were constructed of fir 

trees ruuely squared by the axe, and laid, with a little moss 

between, upon each other, the ends of which, instead of be

ing Cllt otl; are generally left pn:~ecting Leyond the sides of 

the building, and have a most ~vage and slovenly appt'ar~ 
auce, The roof is also of fir, sometimes stained red; the 

windows are frequently cut '\-'ith the axe. aiier the sides of the 

house are raised. Sm,'h of these as were well finish(>d had a 

A00d appearance, and are vt'ry wann and comfortable within. 

Our servant, who was well acquainted with the Swedish 

language, began to find himself, every mile we advaneed, 

more and more puzzled. The patois of this province is a barba
rous and unintelligible mixture of Swedish and Ru~s, The 

summer, now the eleventh J vly, burst upon us with fiery 

fury, with no other precursors than grass and green leaves. 

On a sudden the llies, which experience a longer date of ex

;'tence in tbe north than in the milder regions of Europe, on 

account of the stoves used in the former, awoke fr om the tor_ 




