
RUSSIAN TOMBS. 

their heads they wore a high hat, covered with black crape 

flowing dawn the back: the habit, which fell below the ancleo, 

was black cloth lined with a sombre dark blue stuff. their 

beards were of a great length. and each monk carried a rosary 
of brown or black beads. As I was returning. se""",, beau

tiful monuments in the church-yard attrocted my steps; they 

appeared to be constructed and arranged as in England. 

While engaged in examining them, an elderly lady, in 

deep mourning. apparently about sixty years of age. with 

a pale but dignified fnee. lealling upon the arm of a gmt<'

fill youth, clad in the same suit of 80rro .... slowly passed by 

me, and at some distance otopped beIOre a small but ele

gant tomb. which. &om its unsullied white...... had the ap
pearance of baving been but very lately erected. 1 notioed 

them unobserved. They stood under the shade of a wid. 

spreading silver birch. and tullling towards the church of the 

monastery. the youth pulled oft· his hat, and they both pros.

trated and crossed themselves, according to the forms of the 

Greek fwth; the female then. c1a.'piDg her hands. dropped 

her hend upon the pede.a.l of the monument, and appeared 

to be lost in profound and affecting meditation. The young 

man knelt by her side, an~ if I mistook not the canse which 

moved his huxl. he wept. 80me minutes elapsed. they theu 

arooe, tenderly sun-eying the spot, ascended a hillock of grass. 
and kissed a little marble urn. which surmounted the monu

ment. My oonjecture ·....,losed in it the heart of some Iong-
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loved husband and father. They then withdrew ill the same 

sad. 9Olemn. and impressive manner. with which they entered. 

and I approached the object of their melancholy regard. The 

pedestal which supported the urn was embellished with two 

medallions; one represented Resignation. with the litce of a 

beautiful female. upon which the most angelic sweetness ap-. 

peared to triumph over languor and pain; the other depicted 

Hope. modestly. yet ardently looking to heaven. There was 

a omall inscription between the two head.... in Russ, and un

derneath. the figures 1804. The Ru .... ians, like wise people. 

always bury their dead in the SUBurbs. The late Empress 

never permitted burialo in the day; she thought, with some 

reference to the popular prejudice. that the gloom of the spec

tacle ought to be confined. as much as possible. to the rela

tives of the deceased; and I should suppose that her ukase. 

regUlating this awful ceremony. still continues. for I never 

saw a funeral during my stay in Russia. 

The reader will. I am sure. be pleased with the beauty and 

pathos of the following stanzas, which form a part of tbe hymn 

recited over the body previous to its inhumation . 

.. Oh. what i. life / a blossom! a vapour Qr dew of the 

0< morning I Approach and contemplate the grave. Where 

.. JIOW is the graceful form I where is youth I where the or

•• S"''' of sight I and where the beauty of COIIIf'exion ! 
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44 What lamentation, and wailing, and mourning. und 

u struggling. wben the !lOul i. 8ep"rated from the body! II II. 

If man life seems altogether vanity, a tmnsient shadow; tlu,: 

44 sleep of error; the unavailing labot4r of imagilled existclICf . 

.. Ln us therefore fly from every corruption of the world. that 

.. we may inherit the kingdom of heaven." 

, 
" Thou Moth .. of the SlIn that never sets; Parent of God. 

" we beseech thee intercede with thy divine offi;pring. that h" 

" who hath departed hence. may enjoy "po.., with the soul. 

u of the just. Unblemished Virgin! may he enjoy the eternal 

u inheritance of heaven in the abodes of the righteous." 

The superstition of the Russians is very great. Upon the 

ceft'mony of blessing the waters in the winter. when a large 

hole is perforated in the Neva. a woman supplicated a prieot 

to immerse her newborn child; the priest oonsented. but ill 

dipping the miserable little sufferer. his fmgers were so be· 

nllmbed, that he irrecoverably dropped it under the ice; tbe 

(1IIfent, with a smile of delight, exclaimed. "He is gone to 

#1 heaven." 

In one of the churches I .. w a woman doing penance for 

the following crime: She had DOt long been married before 

she polluted the hed of her husband. whom she used to keep 

.in an almost conotaot !!tate of intoxication. One day. whilst 

rotM 
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she was indulging hel'lielf in her adulterous attachment. her 

husband unexpectedly appeared perfectly sober: stung with 

jealousy by what he saw. he sprang upon his guilty rival. and 

with a knife stabbed him to the heart. The laws of Eng

laud would have proteclf'd the miserable man. but by those of 

UlIssiu he was knouted and sent to Siberia; and his wiff'J who 

was the authoress of this bloody h"dgcdy. was ordered by her 

pri{'st to prostrate hef:lelf ~ix hundred times u day for two 

years. bd'"'e the Virgin. ner conscience and her bigotry en

l"reed punctual ou.en·ancc of the prescribed mortifications. 

By the Russian laws. if the husband is of a tyrrumical and 

violent temper. a woman may commit adultery with im

punity. 

The R.ssians lJ'e fanatically attaelted to tile very ston". 

brick. wood. and plaster. of their churches: they bave a re

mark. that whilst the Russians build their churches fU's! and. 

their towns afterwards. the English never think of a tempI • 

• mtil they have erected their own dwellings. 

Tt is somewhat singular. that with all their religions enth.,.. 

siasm. the Russians pay their priests more miserably than 

\\'e do our curates; but pemapo it may be traced to the ex" 

!reme ignorance of Ibe former. After wealth and birth. know>

ledge awakens respect. and ' perhaps the Itussian populace 

wDui<ll'e1'ol1 at the idea · .. f making their IDiuiBten indepen. 
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dent berore their minds were culth'att.:d: to tlu~jr saints thC'y 

would devote their livCli; to their priests they give black 

brl'ad. 

That Ille Greek faith admits of confession, the following 

anecdote will prove: A priest came to hear the conf<.'SSion 

of a great man: .. Holy futher," says the Count, .. have you 

"a good memory~" If Yes." If Then you remember what I 

.. told you at my last confession; since that I have had Ille 

,. same temptations from without; the same weaknesses from 

" within; amI. here is the same number of rubles." 

Another reason was now assigned for Paul's having intro

duced the magpie colour which I have before mentioned: it 

was that the soldiers, raw recruits, and boors. employed r.lr 

gOl'crnment, might the more readily distinguish the Imiiding' 

which belonged to it. 

As I crossed the draw-bridge of the Ligova canal, the latter 

appeared 10 be almost chooked with barks of a prodigious 

leugth, filled with billets of birch-wood, for the immediate u,", 

of the kitchen, and for a winter-stock of fuel; this and the rent 

of houses, and necessary equipages, and bread, constitute the 

most expensive part of house-keeping in Petersburg, which ill 

most other respects is modezale. These ve"",lS; in which not 

only wood but charcoal is brought from the sbores of the 

M M2 



('ARRrAGE..'. 

tlt 'arest rlvers, or of the Ladoga. lake, never return, but are 

hrokon nl' and sold, for building house. for tbe poor, or for 

fuel. _ These barks, unavoidably necessary, sadly disfigure the 

beautifi" canals which fonn the pride and comfort of this ca

-pital; and here, as upon the sides of the Seine, the washerwo

men are the principal woter nymphs. Most of the canals are 

finely embanked with granite, and have a rich iron railing 

mnning on each side. The Fontanka Canal is eminently 

""antiful. These intersections of water assimilate Petersburg 

in some. degree to Venice. As I returned through the Grand 

Pcn;pective, I took a peep at that part of it which is called 

the }-temsko" wiswering to the Long Acre of London. where 

there is a long row of carriage builders' shops; here are drosh

kae", calashkies, chariots, sledge., and all sorts of carriages, 

many of them very neal, some of them very heavy, but none 

\'ery lasting; yet there is no knavery; those who build them 

II'" the best materials the country will afford, and in shape and 

fashion, where the curriage will admit of it, they imitate us 

very closely, and a otranger may buy a .. ery comfOrtable ca

lashka for about live hurulred rubleo. for which, a little more 

eleg1Ultly and substantially made, if caJaobkies and rubles ran 

ill England, he would at least pay one thoUl8lld of the latter. 

This depot, or the yardll of the mechmabn, amongst whom 

there i. an English one, ill the second IiDe of the G~ 

are the best pIa£ero fur a iOreigner to JlIIIcl>ae a curiIse when 

..., is about to quit RlBia. 
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A. I walked along I observed, 011 each side of the .Ired, so

,-er.d stands, each attended by a reverend looking long-bearded 

RUSliian, with piroghi, or little pies filled with meat, lIt'xt to 

which were eggs, and salted cucumLers, of wh:dl the Russian .. 

are particularly fond, and in a third were pyramids of berries, 

much resembling a mulberry in shape. but of a light yellowish 

colour, called the maroshki; the cranberry, called the glukoi; 

wild straw berries, whortle berries, and cloud berries, said to 

be excellent antiscorbutics_ I cannot say much of the attrac

tive cleanliness and delicacy of the patissier, but a Uussian 

stomach is not squeamish; and for a very few copecs it may 

be, in the estimation of its owuer, substantially and completely 

filled. The fasts of the Russians are very frequent, and very 

rigidly oboerved. 

As aflUl in England always reminds me of a fea.t, I will 

just give a brief sketch of a Russian dinner, which is seldom 

later than three o'clock: upon a side-board in the drawing

room is always placed a table filled with fish, meats, and sau

sages salted, pickled, and smoked, bread and butter, and Ii· 

queu",; these airy nothings are mere running footmen of the 

dinner, which is in the following order: a cold dish, generally 

of sturgeon or some other fish, precedes, followed by §Oup, a 
number of made dishes, a profusion of roast and boiled meats, amo. which the Ukraine beer is dilltinguishable, and abun

dance of excellent vegetables; then pastry, and .. desert of 
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very fme melon~, and ~ur flavourless wall fiuit; the hlhlc is 

covered with a variety of wines, and excellellt ale and beer. 

The master of the house or a cook ran' .... and slices of every 

di,h llTe hamlcd round to the guests, One of the most grati

fYing things that I always saw upon the table, was a large va.", 

of icc broken into small pieces, with which the guest cools his 

wille and beer. In the yard every Russian house ba.Ii two large 

('ellan:, one wann for winter, and the other filled with ice for 

the summer. The soup, and coRee, and chocolate are frefluent

Iy iced, One day at dinner, I sat by a lovely R'lSSianlady, thllt 

is, born in Russia but of German parents: the explanation will 

save me a remark cm~illg to gallantry, and which I wish 

to avoid, respecting the beauty of the proper Russian women, 

at I(>ast of those whom I saw. This accompli .. hcd woman, in 

my own Inngu3g-e as pure a~ ever it fell from English lady's 

"'ps, rcqll~tt'd some salt; upon my pn'S('llting it she said, 

... '''liencn~r you gi"e salt, never fail to Iimile; it is a supcrsti

tioll~ cu~tom ill Russia." A smile is in thi~ country considered 

as a ehann against poison. Heavens! surely they have not 

, ·e( to learn dlut 

" A man may smile, may smile, and be a villain." 

They ha\c a I><'llutiiul proverbial expression: 

II Banter, but never make: the cheek red." 

)I; at.ur<' has I",", to do with climate than library gossip" sup

pose, l1t least I thought 80 when J committed the following 

blunder: u You never saw my Sophinka before," r;ajd Moi-
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dame L--, pointing to a fine little girl at table, .bout tell 

years of age; U She is your daugJder, I pl"t$ume?" "}\rIa

It dame 1---'5 daughter '" cxdaim<..'tI a gentleman, It ~urcly 

u that cannot be, she is more like your sister." The fact "'R~. 

the child was neither daughter nor !lister, but a little "isitor. 

The I't'SlJlt was, that the principal pact of Madame L--'s 

enchanting conversation during dinner WID! withdrawn from 
mc, and addressed to the gentleman whose error was the 

most fortunate. After a few glasses of delicious wines, cham

pagne included, the lady rises, and the company retires to 

coffee in the drawing-room. The rooms of respectalJlp houses 

are never papered, but where the sides are not covered with 
silk or cotton, they are coloured in .. brilliant and beautiful 

mWlIlt!r to resemblt! papering. II! thi:; uct the nali~'cs are UI1-

commonly tasteful and rapid. 

The hospitality of this place cannot be sU'P""scd; W hen a 

stranger is introduced, the f.'\mily mention the days of the 

week wben they receive their friends, and expect that he will 

include himself in the number, the invitation ;. frank al1l1 

cordia~ and is seldom repeated; where it is wnder.;tood there 

is no occasion for it. The frippery and formality of forced, 

and. frequently treacherous ceremony_ is not knOWD here. 

At the back of the G&<tinnoi.door are the fruit. bird, and 

I"'ultry markets, in a street of wonden sheds like those at II. 
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fair in England. Apples, pears, rasberries, currant., pca('hrs, 

excellent melons and pine apple .. are temptingly presentt'd 

to the eye, and are all intolerably dear, even when you QrC' 

permitted to buy for half the price at first demanded, for the 

custom of asking double the sum intended to he taken prevails 

in all this neighbourhood; but as it is well known, it seldom 

answers. In the bird quarter were pigeon?" sparrows, hawks, 

birds of the rock, and a few others, in greater numbers than 

"ariety: upon a beam in this place wos suspended the image 

of a favourite Saint, with a lamp burning before her. In the 

poultry dep"rtment very fine ~. ducks, and fowls. were in 

great abundance. The bank next attracted my attention : it is a 

large and very beautiful building of brick stuccoed, containing 

11 ""nlre and two wings. and adorned in front by a very hand. 

""me and elegant iron-railing. The whole of this neighbour

hood is filled with kahne. and public-houses, where dinners 

Itre dressed. and beer. and metld. and brandy sold. 

At the end of the Grand Perspective. the church of the 

Admiralty. with its lofty spire, plated with ducat gold, having 

a vane in the lorm of a ship. presents itself; and. like a haughty 

lemale. ashamed in her proud attire of her mean origin and 

humble relations, seems soornfi!lly to lift henoelf above tile long 

gloomy line of low brick buildings which, with the yards be

hind, constitute the Admiralty. and disfigure this part of the 

capital_ Time has p"""ed that Peter the Great aeted wisely 



SIllP-nUJLDI'~ , n3 

in chusing the situation for his city, The shallownc", of the 

Neva presents an insupemble barrier to the fleets of SwedNl, 
and a noble river, so clear that it is drank without filtratioll. 

divides and enriches the quarters of the city wIth the beauty 

and purity of its waters: bllt, w':ft the powerful facilities of 

building ships at Cronstadt, a large impregnable island at the 

mouth of the Neva. in the gulf of Finland, and the grand 

naval an;ena) of Russia, I must ('onfess. in my poor olliniol), 

he has not heel) ('(Jually judj(;jous in establishing an Admirnlt.r 

at Petersburg. So little is the depth of water at the I01tt('1' 

place. that whenever a ship of war is launched, bhe is oblige(l 

to be llooted down to Cronstadt upon camels, Of the troubl" 

and eX[Jeocc of such a removal let the reader judge. whet) J 
inform him that I saw this stupendous machinery mountt>d 

upon thousands of wedges of wood, in a meadow, about half 
a mile from any water in which they could be floated, My 

a,tonishment could not have been exceeded, had I beheld a 

first mtc seventy-f;n" upon the top of Saint James's palace ! 

Suppose tbe clear sbell of a larger ship than ever yet was 

built were cut in two. and each part put into an outer case. but 

at such a distance from it as to lea\"e throughout a hollow space 
of from eight to ten feet: such was the appearance of tlu;, 

camels. But how tht·y are removed from the place wht'rt' 

they lie in ordinary. supposing allY number of men were elll

ploye,d. surpasses my imaginatioll; however, like every thing 

"''''' ill RUJ§ia, when they are wante..! they make their appear-
~ N 
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anee. and come when they are called to the Admiralty. where 

..ach takes its station on either side of the ship whieh they are 

destined to carry to Cronstadt. By the means of vsot move. 

able weight" and by opening several apertures in the external 

.id"" of this mighty section of a ship to admit the water. they 
are sunk, drawn dose together under the cun'e of the ship, and 
braced with cables ; a work fit for a mee of gianl.i! To see 

them moved and directed by men. must p",,,mt the image of 

the recumbent body of Gulliver eo"ered with Lilliputian,. 

But whilst the frame of man becomes diminutive by the side 

of his own works, his soul expands, and rises with his labours. 

The Admiralty is a VIlIIt oblong square: the side towards the 

river is open. and fRr from being ornamental to the adjoining 
palaces; that toward the city i!'l defendetl Ly eartht'n ram~ 

parts, fortified with cannon. and secured by draw.bridges. 

The store-houses appeared to be well arranged: there were 

two ships. one of seventy-four and the other of sixty guns. 

ready for launching. An Englishman cannot filiI being struck 

with the prodigious waste which occurs in the dock-yards. ill 

consc"Iuellce of the carpenters using their hatchets instead of 

the saw in dividing timber. The chips form the perquisite 

of the workmen; but the government would save an immense 

quantity of valuable timber would it give an equivalent, and 

insist upon the use of the saw. In the naval eoIlStitution of 

Russia there is a regulation which cries aloud for reform; it i. 

balloting for rank. and the right of black-balling; terms which 
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sufticiently explain the nature and abuses of an arrangement so 

degrading and odious tomerit, and detrimental to the sen'ice. 

It appears also injudicious to send a young marine cadet to Eng

land to learn navigation, upon a salary of from one hundred 

and eighty to two hundred pounds per annum, or perhaps to 

send him at all. Struck with new customs and fushions, he 

neglects his pursuits, establishes habits of expenee, and returns 

with dissatisfilction to his country upon a pay of twenty-five 

pounds per annum, 

There are several English officers in the service of the Em

peror. The late Sovereign made overtures to the celebmted 

Paul Jones to take the command of one of his ships; as soon 

as it was known to the British oftieers, they immediately sent 

in their resignation. The intermixture of so many English 

subjects in the naval and commereial departments of Russia, 

so c-ssential to their advancement, and consequently to the ge
neral interests of the empire, must ever pr~serve a favourable 
disposition in that country toward the British nation. 

NN2 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A CAUTION-THB HOUSB OF PETER THE GREA.T-IINGULA • .o\N£C .. 

DOTK-POLICE-A TlAVELLBa.'S DUTY-AN BXTIlAORDIHA'RY 

PUJlGATION-A BRITISH COUItT OF CIUMINAL LAW-NOISY BELLI 

-PRUITERBlt-lCB-THE RORROWPUL MUSICIAN-DROLLBRY AND 

DR\."NKENNKSS-IMPSBIAL THEATRS-HOlTHB1Uf GRANDBBS. 

I WAS much inconvenienced by shipping a trunk contain

ing books and wearillg KPf"U"1 at Stockholm for Petersburg, 

which, I was assured would be there as soon as I should, yet 

it never arrived till just before my departure. Let me recom

mend every troveller to avoid this mode of conveyance, not 

merely for the uncertainty which always attends a Swedish 

hye-hoat during such a voyage, but on account of the difficulty 

of obtaining [>OSS<'!<,ion of property ro sent after it reaches the 

eu,toID-house at Petersburg. If it should contain books, they 

lTIust be submitted to a censor, and the owner must pay a duty 

of thirty pounds per cent. ad lIa",rem upon the things. Whilst 

I was at Petersburg, a book called the Secret Memoirs of the 

Court of Petersburg was prohibited. The author was a French 

emigrant, and had been cherished by that court whose secret 
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intrigues he had ungratefully exaggerated to the world. This 

mao, a short lime !'ince, had the audacity to request tx'rmis
sion of the Emperor to return to Petersburg, which he had 

quitted some ti me before. The Emperor, with his areustomed 

sound sense and liberality, sent him word, .. That his domi

l( nions were open to every body, but he was not so much his 

" enemy as to recommend his entering them." 

The bouse.. or rather cottage, in which Peter the Great 

resided during the foundation of Petersburg, a city which is 

the growth of little more than a century, stands on the left 

of the Emperor's bridge in the road to the fortress. This 

little building, so sacred to the Russians, was covered. over 

witft a brick building of arcades by the late Empres., to pro

tect and support it against the ravages of time. The rooms 

are three, all upon the ground floor, and very low: it wa"i in 

this very coUagt:" Ulat a whimsical scene occurred whilst the 

fortress was building. A Dutch skipper, hearing that P,o(ers

burg wa., building, and that the Emperor had a great p .. ssioJl 

fOr ships and comlJlf'fOC, resolved to try his good fortune there, 

and accordingly arrived with the fu-st merchant vessel that ewr 

sailed upon the Neva, and was the bearer of a letter of int ..... 

duetion to the captain of the port from a friend of his in 

Holland, requesting him to use his interest to procure a jr.,ight. 

for him. Pewr Ihe Great was working like 11 comlDon I ... 
bourer in the Admiralty as the galliot pBSged, and saluted witb 
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two or thn::e MllUH guns. The Emperor was uncommonly de~ 

Iighkd. and having been infonned of the Dutchman's busi-

1lP&S, lu_~ resolved to have some frolic with him, and accord. 

ingly commanded the port captain to see the skipper. as soon 

HS he luudt-d, and direct him to the EmJX'ror. as a merchant 

ju:,t st'ttlt~d theft', wllom he intended to personate; the bettt'f 

to ('U1T~~ Ull the joke. Peter repaired to this cottage with his 

Empl't's.", who, to humour the plan, dres..<oed herself in a plain 

bourgeois haoit, such as suited the wife of a merchant. The 

Dutchman was introduced to the Emperor. who received 

him with great kindness. amI they sat and ate b .... ad and 

chee~. and smoked together for some time, during which the 

Dlitchman's eye examined the room. and began to think that 

no oue who lived in so mean a place, could be of any service 

to him: presently the Empress entered. when the skipper 

addressed her. by observing that he had brought her a cheese. 

a much better one than she had ever tru.ted. for which. affect

ing an awkward manner, tshe thanked him. Being much 

pl""""d with her appearance. he took from his coat a piece of 

linen. and begged her acceptance of it for shifts. .. Oh!" ex

claimed the Emperor. taking the pipe from his mouth ... Kate • 

.. you will now be as fine and as proud as an empress! there • 

.. you are a lucky woman. you never had such shifts as you 

.. will now have. in your life before," This was followed by 

the stranger begging to have a killS, which she coyly indulged 

bim in. At this moment Prince Menzikof, the filvourite and 
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minisler of Peter the Great, who represented him "pon mat. 

ters of .tate, entered with all his orders, and stood before the 

Emperor uncovered. The .kipper began to stare with 

amazement, whilst Peter, by winking and making privat .. 

signs, induced the Prince immediately to retire. The .. to

nished Dutchman said, "Why you ~ppear to have great ac

" quaintance here ?" lC Yes," replied Peter, "and so may 

"you, if you stay here but ten days; there are plenty 

"of such needy noblemen as the one you saw. they are 
U always in debt, and very glad to borrow money of anyone, 
" and they have even found out me; but, sir, beware of 
"these fellows, resist their importunity, however flattering, 

.. and do not be dazzled by their stars and garters, and sucb 

" trumpery." This explanatory advice put the stranger " 

little more at hi. ease, wbo drank and smoked on ,·ery cbeer

fully, and made his bargain with the Imperial Mfrchant fur 

a cargo; just as be bad settled this point to his wish, the offi

cer of the guan!, which had been changed, entered to receive 

his orders, and stood with profound respect uncovert.'({, . and 
before Petcr could stop bim, addressed bim by the title of Im

perial Majesty. Tbe Dutchman sprang from bis chair, fell 

on hi. knees before the Emperor and Empress, and implored 

forgiveness for the liberties be bad been taking. Peter en

joyed tbe scene, and laughing h~rtily, raised up the terrified 

suppliant, and made him kiss tbe Empress·. hand, presented 

him with filteen hundred rubles, gave him a freight, and or-
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~red that his vessel, as long us her timbers remained together, 

shouHI,1>e'pennitted to enter all the Russian IXlrt. free of duty. 

Th'fS '!'I'WlI~ge made the rapid /Ortune of the owner. A friend 

of In., .&equently saw her, some years ,incr, at Croll,tadt. 

On the light hand side of the cottage i, a hoat. huilt bv thf' 

hands of Peter the Great. It res€'mhle" a larg<' Thamr<; 

wherry, and does honour to the skill of the prin('cly hoat
buildt:r. A ... I sat in the camage, waiting for MJuwof III! 

companio~, I made a tikCcrJl of the house, boat, a dro~hka, 
and a groupe of RussialU-and.:8Il American, wl,o Wt'l'e thert'. 

Upon our return the evening was advanced. and the night 

.wateh was set; we met the polic..;c mru,tcr mounted upon n 

droshka, drawn by two horses in full gallop. {ollowd by two 

of the police ou Ito~hack, ~"<.l in light STeell, and armed 

with sabres; they were going their round. through the citro 

to soo that order was preserved. and that the nocturnal guards. 

amounting to five hundred, were at their respective posts. 

Soon alkr. we met with a patrolling troop of Coosacs on ho,,"

bark. In no city is there greater safety and tranquillity pre

...... ed tb&n at Petersburg. which for this pU'lXlSC is dividc'<i 

into. ten department., and the.e di,·ided into seveml ,mailer 

partS, eaah of which hOI its proper chief and subordinate offi

certI, who, by a very simple organization, preserve the capi

,tal. at all bours of the night, in a state of quiet and security, 
• 

-that C8IlIlqt. lioi}. to esrite the admiration of foreigners, and 

particuI"",y of Englishmen. Those detestable ageats of go-
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"omment, Spies have no existence in Petenlburg; without their 
baneful a",istance, the police is so admirably and powerfuUy 

extended, that, like a spider's web, whatever comes in contact 

with it, is felt from the centre to the extremities. The com. 

manding officers of the police do not rank with the officers of 

the army. nor are .they received with much reopect in society. 

lone evening saw nn instance of severity which surprised 

and disgusted me, but probably it was intended to strike ter· 

ror, and to abbreviate the labour of the police, by command

ing an i.nstantaneous submission to its fLlnctionaries. A quar
rel had taken place between two men in the street through 

which I was passing, and befure the third exchange of impreca. 

tiollS, t .. o of tbe police appeared, and ord~ these disturbers 

of the peace to walk before them to the nearest sieja, or little 

watA:h..bouse, hut one of them refused to go, upon which an 

officer dJ"e\\T his 8Ilbre, and cut him in the fare ; the man, like 

a true RU5..lot.ian. more affected at the sight of the blood, than 

Ity the pain of the wouud, submitted himself to the law, and 

,narehed oft' without further delay_ 

It would be well for the safety and trnnquillity of the inha"i

tants of London, and more particularly of its immediate neigh. 

bourhood, if its police were more e.rtended, swift and power. 

jllf. In this respect we are assuredly inferior to most nations. 

I am aware that arbitrary governments have, hithelto, dis-
00 



28::1 REGULATION OF IMPUREB. 

played the most perteel S)''ltems of police; l>ut is tlli. the 

reason why the genius and constitution of a j;'ee one calUlot 

admit of its extending domestic protectiull to it:i sUbjects? Is 
civil liberty illcoml .. til>le with preventive poli<:y 1 Is the tree.. 

dom of the country gone, when murderers and robbers cease 

to he free ? or is it to preserve OUI" chartl'red priviJegcs, that 

a balld of superaulluutt. .. u watchmen, wilo, to protract their 

becoming an additional burden upon the poor-rote, bpyom] 

the ordinary {'ra of f'lecmosynary aid., are helmeted in flannel 

night-caps.. and with a T(lftie ano n iantitorn, admirclLle equip .. 
ment ror .~econd childhood, and p,'le. dim with age I ~re \:'t'nt 

forth to guard the lives and property of the inhabitants of the 

most crowded, populous, and wealthy city in the world? To 

find fault is an (·asy and an odious office. But a traveller. 

like a bee, should never l>e upon the wing without bringing 

home rome sweet to en('rease the honey of his nath,c hive. 

N~ither at night, nor by day, are the streets infest~d by wo
men of the town; they live in a quarter by themseln~s, and 

I believe are not \'cry numerous; some of them are Polish, 

of course handsome; some Germans, of course fcl.SCinating; 

and some, and. the most of them, fair and. frail wanderers 

from the up!"'r parts of Finland, which, although the portion 

of the province that we saw was so destitute of every thing 

like beauty, is said to possess many pretty faces and good I",r

sons amongst the temales. If it be true, as Mr. J ustice Co~ 

quhoun·. regioter assertB, that the prostitutes of London 
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amount. to fifty thollsanll, I :-;hollid not suppos<" !i'om all that 

I could it'arn. that til(' fi'Uil sistt>rhonu of Petershurg ('xcl,( ,ds 

a tenth of their numllPr. \ Vht'rc tll(>S{' uuhalll)Y l){'ill ~:> ahotllHl, 

it is always a C'omplimC'Ht. to thl' cha..,,,tily of the ptlf(' f part of 

tilt' sex. There was wme portio)) of ~"gacjty in tJlI~ remark 

made hy a poor little night wanu(:rt' f. ill a city on the conti

ncnt which shall Oc numdcs, ... ,\llell a travdlt'r. who pil!\:d 

anti rt'lic\'cu her uistres..... olJscrn:-d. that he was surprised to 

6(.'C so few of the sistcrhoud in such a capital. .. Alas, sir," 

said the Ullh)flunate, "we (;,,1Onot lil"c for the 1)i"tuOlU part 

u of our S('x." One morning presented a \'cry sillgular jo;P('C

tade. A numher of weJJ urf'~ Wom('n. walkillg in JY..lir ... 

fastened by tile ann to t'ach other with cords, with their bande 

boxes in tlWil" hand~, and each couple attewJ.ed by a poJic~ 

officer, were vcry qui{'tly and decorously marching to the Em ... 

peror's cottolHnills, v. hich are c...'OrTcctional houses of industry 

ti,r lauics of this description. There were no r<>pining looJa. 

amongst thfom. not a pouting lip. !-IO grt'at in gPflt"r..d is tJu: 

.f:on!o.titntiollal !iOllbmissioll to the law ill tile north. Upon 

(,ll<]uiry. I found that a man had been "iolcntly ill-treated in 

the haunts of th,'!e ),Ialian godd"", .. , and that "pon the af. 

fair being reprt"6ented to thc J':mpcror. ho om('r('(1 three hun

dred of them to be marched 011' for a few month., os above 

m<'ntionM. lIow the list w .. filled "p, wl ... thrr by ballot , 

or promiscuously. I know not. PaS8ing by the senate in 

which the {lObIe. assemble to digest and di.'iC11S8 such laws a, 

00 :! 
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the Emperor may chuse to submit to their consideration, the 

image of Justice which adorns Ille right hand side of Ille grand 

enlrance "t.,wards the statue of Peter the Great, attmcted my 

notice; she was blindfolded as usulll, but the equipoise of her 

scales wus destroyed: a 'wag who some time since had lo~ his 

cau~e, in consequence, as he thought, of the venality of his 

judb"'" betwcen frolic and pique bad dexterously cast a copee 

into one of them, and had thus kicked up the beam. 

It would be unfair and invidious to investigate the present 

laws of Russia; the Emperor is coovinced u their mdical ae
feet<, and it is intended, with all possible speed. to bless the 

empire with a Dew rode. . The brilliant elementary outline "f 
legislation, which Catherine II. with the most imposing p<>mp 

and solemnity submitted to the deputies from all parts of the 
empire, in which she professed to give equitable laws to all 
her subjects, from Lapland to the Caspian, and from the 

1IaItic to the wall of Chill&,. which excited the homage, how 

sincere I know not, of Frederick, aad. what abe wlued mere, 

of Voltaire, has Dever been acted upon_ At this meeting-the 

JOIlowing cmious incident happened: Two Samoid deputies 
were directed by the Empress to state thooe Iegi&lative provi
oiooa .which they thought were betJt adapted to their own 
nation. One of them replied, ,. Our IaR are few. and we 

H want 110 more." "What I" exdainwl the imperiallegisla.. 
arix. .. do theft, mUlder, and adultery. Dever ~ II!QOIICSI 
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"'you?" '''We h~e such crimes," answered the <leputy, 
~ and they are punished: the Qlan who deprives ,,"other of 

-' his life wrongfully, is put to death."-" nut what," said her 
Majesty, inteirupting him, "are the punishments of theft and 

"adultet:y?" " How I" said the Samoid, with great "'1on;,h

AIeIlt, "are they not suffieien!l.y pwnished by debecl!i6n I" 

Many events have conspired to prevent the accomplishment 

of the magni6eent plan of Catherine; and heavily oppressive 

iadeed would the present laws of Russia be, if an appeal to the 

Emperor did Dot lie from the most abject of his lIUbjects. 

The courts of the grand police office opposite the Admi

JOlty, are crowded every day, where the laws are expoundL>d 

and adminietered. according to the discretion of the judicial 

officers appointed. to "..,mde over them. Whilst England 

might borrow SOlIM! ideas from the police of Russia, she i. en

aWed to present te the IatteJ the sublimest spectacle of jllstice. 

Let us press for a moment through the .rowd; into a British 

court of criminal justice; see that emaciated tattered wretch. 

at the bar I he is without friends and wiUlOut money; he 

<aD bring 110 witnesseo. he can,.taln no counsel. What then I 

Is all the force of the law. and the powers of eloquence agains! 

him 1 Listen: the judge hefolC whom he standi is hi. advo

"<IlIe I Hear that acute and tilvourable intelTOgatiOll to the wit • 

...... that presses against the culprit's life; mark that henign 

exposition; the miserable heiPg is saved: tears gush. from. his 
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eyes; he falls upon his knees, and in broken a.cents blesses 

heaven that he was born in a country whose laws befiiend the 
fiiendless and the p<'rse<:ut.ed. 

I ha,'e hitherto omitted to mention the temble annoyanre 

of the bells of the G reek churches, the moo;t deep-toned of any 

I ever heard: those of one very near my chamber naed "'cry 
moming to curtail that tittle portion of sleep which legiollJ of 
flies had allowed me. To a stnmger, the alternate clashing 

and jingling of these deep-mouthed tenants of the steeple, Iilr 
an hmn without any interval, is very harrassing; the beU .. like 

.rueable horses going to a fair, are tied in SUcceSOD, and by 

pulling the rope which connecb! them, the agreeable hannony 

-of clashing is effected, 1\·hilst the melody of chiming is P'" 
dueal by striking the pnrticular bell with a "'ro,;e of iron. 

The Russian saints are said to be "ery fond of this malin 

music; and many was the ti"", and aft that I ,..;"hed it con. 

fHled exclusively to their cars. 

Among;t the other early sound. of the busy morning, witb 

which you are saluted, some are ,~foreign. and others very 

iiuniliar, to an Eoglishmul. and might, if the ilies would per

mit, half induce him to fuiDk that he were in the capital of 

his awn coootry: Il\1lOngst tbe lattEr I "' .. puticularly <Ie. 
lighted with the cry of the fruitere" who. with a ..... erend 

beard, canied upon his bead ... obIoag booord, ' on which,. in 
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little baskets of birch bark, very neat and clean, the choict'st 

summer fruits of Russia were disposed. N oth,ng could be 
more gmteful than a block of ice, brought in cvcry morning, 

to chill the water of the N e,'a with which we washed our· 

selves : I am at a loss to conjecture how the natin'S of tro

pit-al climates can survive their sultry summt'rs without ict'. 

Soon after our arrival we dined at the elegallt and hospitable 

(:Ountry bouse of Mons. B--, upon the Pcterhoff road, wbere 

we sat down about thirty to wnner, and after coRee, retired to 

the gardens, formed of little romantic islands rising out of a 

lID\all lake, the whole surrounded by a wood. 'Vhen we were 

weary of rowing !!OJJle pleasure boats, an amusement of which 

the Ru,,"nns are very fund, we returned to the house, and the 

rest of the evening was spent in cards a.nd waltzing. The day 

IOli0wing we were introduced to the English club hy a memo 

ber, where the company is very select, consisting of Russian 

and Potish noblemen, foreigners of resp<'ctability, and that 

truly dignified character, an Englilh me1'cltant. The dinnef 

is always excellent, and served up in the English fashion: ad

joining are rooms for billiards and reading, wbere the princi

pal foreign P"I"'''' are taken in. The porter was ornamented 

witb a very broad ...a of velvet, richly embroidered witb 

silver, thrown over the Irft ","oulder, and held a staff tipped 
.nth 8il .... , as do mQ5t of the porters of the principal nobility. 

'I'he building 00 til.. outside is fiu- from being handsome; but 

-tile apartments are good. and particularly ' the t'Ilting'_' 
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which is very lofty, and has two enonnous stoves made of 
brick, covered with ulue Dutch tiles: upon the whole, its ap
pearanc.., i. very inferior to the clulHtouses of Stockholm. 
Aoout two o'clock, the dinner hour at this place, the court

yard is crowded with carriages and equipages. 

A fortunate removal of people from the hotel, enabled me 
to change my apartment for another more pleasantly situated; 
tlle price was the same, viz. seven rubles, or nineteen shillings 
English. per week. This I'OOm was divided, d I" R_, by 

" .creen, bt:hind which lily b..t or crib was placed. The 
wind"w. looked upon the Moika canal, where of an evening 
I used to he serenaded by ,the oommon bw-gemen, and some
times by the rowers of the pleasure.harges. Of the Russian 

song and muoic I will s~k by and bye: Ifill only now, as 
some modest barristers say, kumbly iRmt upon it, that barba

rians have not a IlQturol and ardent taste for music and singing. 
One evening, while amusing myself with a young bear in 

the court-yard of the house of a &iend, my ears were gratified by 

some wild notes, which, upon turning round, I IOund issued from 
an instrument reoembiiBg a guitar, upon which a native of 

Archangel was playingveryD'eOtly: thetendemess of the soene 
improved the mUBic. The poor kUow was weeping as he play
ed, to mitigate the su/lerings of his wife, upon whom deatk 
hod fIXed his seal, and "bo,,,with ber,~ recliniug upon he, 

1l8D<\, sat at 811 open wjnduwn in !be b.sement Boor to enjoy 
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a little air. The rude and solTO\vfid musician, and his pale 
and interesting wife. formed a subject for the paint,>r. Tnis 

sensibility, which would have charmed a traveller had he bc~ 
held it in the love-inspiring groves of Italy, \Va' the produce 

of tbe frozen regions of the White Sea! The natives of 

Arehangel are looked upon as more civilized than their more 

southern brethren, and servants from tillS part of Russia are 

prefen-ed for their integrity, intelligence;and activity. 

Although I have expressed my attachment to the Russian. 

and like the good-humoured fellow prodigiously; yet I must 

admit that he has no objection to improve his notions of 

earthly felicity by a little occasional inebriation. At a house 

where I passed tbe evening, previous to supper we had been 
drinking some ale, which in this country is prized on account 

of its being both excellent and forbidden, having left a couple 
of bottles about half full upon the table when slipper .i·as 

announced, a most demure looking menial, with a long Leard. 
who stood behind my chair, was ordered to bring them in : 

after some little hesitation, he infonned his master H tllat he 
u was very sorry for it; but that, as he passed through the 
" room, by mere accitknt he had emptied the bottles." N a

ture, by some of her odd freaks, very soon confIrmed the truth 
of one part of this statement. This propensity is much en

com-aged by the extraordinary IlUmber of festivals which oc

cur in this country, particularly at the end of Lent ; almost as 
pp 
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many as those of the civic corporation of London, which it 

i. said would present, if they were duly oh<erved, a feast for 

every day in the year, and some over. 

One day whilst I was at Petersburg, as the Emperor was 

returning fi'Om Crollstadt, when the weather was most oppres. 

sivcly hot, he halted at a little village about twenty versts from 

the I'c~idenr~, in consequence of the relay of horses not being 

immc(liatcIy ready. An English merchant who had a country 

house adjoining, willi that warmth of heart which forgets and 

surpasses aU etiquette, ran out, and presented to the Emperor, 

who appeared to be in great heal and covered with dust, a glass 
of excellent Burton ale, for which his Majesty, with his usual 

uffability, thanked his attentive host, and drank. Both the Em
peror and the merchant forgot that the beverage was pro

hibited, or secretly relished it thc more on that account. A 
German who was present, and was struck with the frank and 

c"Ordial avidity with which Ille Emperor emptied the glass, 01>
;en·cd, .. that had a Frenchman offered it, his Majesty would 

u llavc rO<lc..k· nue of his horses tastt> it first." 

U I)()n another oc..:L'U. ... ion the Emperor exhibited the native 

goodness of his h ... ",t; some British bottled porter, which is 

,",so prohibited, was shipped for an Englishman whose lady 

was very much indi,posed, and to whom it was recommended 

by her physicians. :;(-arcely had it reached Petersburg from 
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Cron>tadt, before it was seized by the custom-house ofiicer: 

upon the Emperor hearing of it, he sent to the cuslom,. de

claring it to be his own (tor such. in truth. the law of contisca

tion had made it). and immediately forwarded it. with some 

very kind expressions, to the mir invalid. 

The princely magnificence in which some of the Russian 

nobility live is prodigious. Having occnsion one day to find 
out a ~rson who occupied a suite of rooms in one of the 
great town hotels of Count Shermboff, the Russian Duke 

of Bedford, we had an opporlunity of seeing this enormous 

pile. in which a great number of respeetaule familes re

side; and the rent, amounting to twenty thousand roubles, is 

applied by its munificent lord to the relief of the poor. Ex

clusive of another superb mansion in the city. which he in. 

habits. the Count has a town on the road to Moscow called 

Paulova, containing about two thousand five hundred. houses. 

and tive churches: this place is the Birmingham of Russia, 

all the inhabitants.of which are his foilaves. who carry on an 

extensive trade on the Caspian Sea. In the neighbourhood 

of this place, he has a palace rivalling VersaiUes in extellt and 

splendor. Many of his slaves, all of whom adore him, have 

realized vast fortunes, and display at their tables sumptuous 

services of plate. every costly luxury, and have foreign masters 

to teach tI,eir children. Though rolling in unwieldly reve_ 

nue,. the Count is frequently em~, from his princely 
pp2 
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munificence; yet he never replenishes hi. exhausted treasury, 

by exercising the sovereign right which he has to raise the ca

pitation-tax of his peasantry_ What additional blessings might 

not such a nobleman bestow upon his country, by converting 
his ,a"sals into tenants :-how great and immediate would be 
the influence and example of a spirit so liberal :-with what 

power has Fortune invested him to accelerate the civilization 
of his country I Olle of the Counfs slaves advertised, during 

my stay in Petersburg, for a family preceptor, with an offer 

of two thou.and rubles per annum, and six rubles per day for 

his table, and a cook I The Count was under severe do

mestic affiiclioll at tI,i. lime, having just lost his amiable lady, 

who had lonDerly been one of his slaves: she left behind 

her a little son to console him, whom the Emperor ele

vated to the rank of nobility; a measure rendered De""""ry 

in consequence of his mixed birth, to enable him to enjoy his 
father's wealth and honours. Prince Shermboff, who is the 

lorel of one hundred and forty thousand slaves, lost eighty thou

!>alld rubles one night at the gaming-table: got having so much 

mOlley at immediate command, he offered to transfer to the 

winner an estate of ~Iaves of that value; as soon as the unfor· 
tunate vassals heard of the intended assignment, dreading to 

have another master, they immediately raised the money 

amongst them, and sent it to their lord. Many of the nobles 

have three hundred servants; and one of that order, it is re
ported, bad thirteen tbouoand in constant attendance. 
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The manners of the Russian nobility very much partake of 

the manners of the old school of Fran('e. and, in conlplimen_ 
tary profession. perhaps a little exceed it. TItC'y are aClttt~ 

observers of human nature; ano kllo",-ing that tlu:ir urbanity. 
on account of their polar ;ituation, is generally suspected, they 

arc even anxious to make a profibc display of it. Thev nrc 

remarkably hospitable, and very attentive to So-dllgers. Con

lIubial happiness amongst the higher orders seldom endures 

eleven months after the honey-moon, when the parties gene.

rally kiss, pout, part, and a£len\'arus are happy. Divorce is 
1I0t recognized uy the laws of Itus., i.. The road to Moscow 

frequently exhibits a singular spectacle of lords and their la

dies, taking a half yearly gl.nce at each other as they meet, in 
exchanging their residenccs jn thc two cities, for thcir mutual 

accommodation and amusement : this is the nt'arc~t point of 

contact. The education of the young' nobility "lory fi-cqucntly 

suficrs from the free and unguardoo manner with which they 

receive every needy ruh"enturcr in the capacity of uotne,tic 
tutor, particularly if he be an Englishman : English taylors. 

and servants out-of livrry. and travelling valet'l, fre(Iuentiy 

l>ecome tl,e preceptors and governors of children. A fellow 

of this description said one day: .. In summer I be derk to a 

.. uutcher at Cronstadt, and in winter I teaches English to 

.. the Rus;;ian nobility's childn>n." I knew n lady whose 

valet left her at Petersuurg, in consequence of having !Jeen 

appointed to tIle superintendence' of the children of n Rll»siun 



294 iMPI!RIAL OPERA. 

nobleman of high distinction, with one thousand .rubles per 

annum, a table, and two slaves. The Russian nobility are in 

general very extravagant. and consequently frequently embar

rassed: their bills are often at a diseount of sixty, and even 

seventy pounds per cent. 

Soon after our arrival, we visited tile Grand Imperial Thea

«e, or Opera House, called the Stone-Theatre, which stands 

ill a large open place, nearly in front of the Marine Garrison, 

formerly the New Goal, and the Nicolai Canal. At lour an

gles, in this spacious 81ut., are foUl' pavilions of iron, supported 
by pillars of the same metal, resting upon a circular base
ment of granite. within which, in winter, large fir fires are 
constructed, the wind being kept off by vast circular move

-able shutters of iron, for warming and screening the servants 

of tllOse who visit the theatre in the winter. Previous to the 

erection of these sheds, many of those unfortunate persons 

were frozen to death. The government. attentive to the 

lives of the people, has interdicted performances at the opera, 

when tbe frost is unusually severe. The front is a noble por

tico, supported by doric pillars; the interior is about the size 

of Covent-Garden, of an oval . shape. and splendidly but ra

ther heavily decorated. The lower tier of boxes project from 

tbe sides, at the back of which are pilasters, adorned with ap

propriate decorations, richly gilded, above which are three 

rows of boxes, supported by corinthian pillars, each of which, 
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as well as those below, contain nine pe'''lns. Nothing less 

than the whole box ean be taken. It frequently happeru; that 

8eJ'Vants stand behind their masters or mistresses in the boxes. 

during the performance. and present a curious m.,tJy appear
ance. The Imperial box is in the centre of the first ticr, pro. 

jecting a little, is small, alld very plainly decorated. The pit 

has seven or eight rows of seats with backs to them, in which 

a commodious portion of spaL'e for each spectator is marked 

off by little plates of brass, lIumbered upon the top of the hack 

seat; this part is called the fllltteuils. Such is the order ob

served here, and in every theatre on the continent. that how

ever popular the piece, a spectator may, during any part of 

the performance, reach his seat, in this part of the theatre, 

without any difficulty. Behind, but 1Iot hoarded off, is the 

pit and the parterre, The price of admission to the boxes 

and fauteuils are two silver rubles, little more than five shil

lings. There are no galleries. The massy gir-dIldolc'S, one of 

which is placed at {'very pila"iter. are never ilIumillated Lmt 

when the Imperial family are pre8Cot, on which occru,;on 

only, a magnificent circle of large patent lamps is used, de

scending from the centre of the roof; at oilier times its place 

is supplied by one of smaller dimensions, when the obscurity 

which prevails induces tlte ladies generally to appear in an 

undress, Although this gloom before the curtain is said to 

be advantageous to the effect of scenery. yet tile eye is sad

dened, as it runs its circuit in vain for fonns adonted with 
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graceful dnlpt'ry, the glittering gem, the nodding plume. and 

looks of adorned beauty. that give fresh brilliance to the gay 

~Iaxy of light. This theatre is furnished with a great number 

of doors and passages, reservoirs of water. and an engine in case 

of lire, and with concealed flues and btoves, to give it sum· 

mer warmth in winter. It is always strongly guarded by a ue
tachment from the guards, as well as by the police officers, who 

preserve the most admirable order among tqe carriages and 

."'M'8Ilts. Jt is not an ungratifying sjght. after the opt"TD. to 

pause at the doors and see with what uncommon skill and 

velocity the carriages. each drawn by four horses. drive up to 

the grc:md entraoce under the portico. receive their company. 

,md gallop off at full speed; pockets are very rarely picked. 

and accidents seldom happen. 

O"ing to the size and quantity of d{'('omtion~, and the spa· 

cious arrangement of the boxes, I should not think the thea. 

tre could contain more than twelve hundred pc,,",n.. Its re

ceipts ha"e never yet e~ceeded one thousand six hundred and 

eighty rubles. or two hundred and forty pounds. 1I0w dif

{{'rt'nl from a London th(>atre. which, on a crowded night. 

when n Siddons or a Litchfield delight their audience. is lined 

with f""" ... and the very walls appear to breathe! 

The first opera I saw was Blue Beard. perfonned by Italian 

perfonners. the suhject of which varied but little &om the re-



BLUE BEARD. ~97 

presentation of it in England, ex~'t'l't that the la,t wife of 

Blue :seard has a lover, who in the concluding act lays the 

sanguinary tyrant breathk'Ss with his sword. The catru,troph,' 

was finely worked up, and drew from the Russians "l1cces."ii()n~ 

of enthusiastic acclamation. Do th€'SC sentiments of tender~ 

ness, these noble notions of retributive ju~tice, denote an im

mutable barbarism? The proc<'ssions were in thp fin..t styl .. 

of magnificencE'~ the dl'{'S5es and onlaments were very costly. 

and it is not unusual to illtr()dl1c(~, on these occasions, one 

thou:;and men, selected from the guards for the expression of 

th('ir facps and symmetry of their figtlrt,!'l, to !-owell the SC'cn{' 

of pomp. The orchestra wa. very full, and combined the 

first-rate powers of mU!'ic. The scenes were handsome and 

well manahred. A room wa~ fonned of entire sides, and 

Wf'1I fi1rnished; and a garden was displayffi with all its cha

racteristirs. The Emperor contributes very munificently to 

the support of this tht"atre; and. as all the machilli"b and 

worl.men are his :-,Iav('!', th('Y are all lIlldt.·r admirahle <1i .. "i

pHlic. The introdut1:ion of a trtt' IIlto a ~tlldy, or fringing 

Ithe top of a fort.--st with a rich ciding. scenic bhmdcrs whidl 

frequently occur on the EngJi~h. ~tage. would hazard thr 

backs of the Russian scene ~hifi.t'rs. This theatre lIa ... a v£'I'Y 

beautiful set of scenes, which is ncver displaYl"d hut on 

nights when the Imperial Family honour it with their pre

sence. The silence and decorum of the allriienct' L'UIIBot but 

impress Ule mind of anyone, who has witn{'s8t.~ the hoisterou~ 

QQ 
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clarno"", of an English audience. The curtain ascends at six 

o'clock precisely. No after-piece, as with us, only now and 

then a ballet, succeeds the opera. which is generally con

cluded by nine o'clock, when the company go to the Summer 

Gardl'lIS, drive about the city, or proceed to card and supper 

parties. 

This theatre is as much dedicated to the Russian mu!K:'S, as 
to those of more genial climates. In this respect Catherine II. 

pursued the same plan of domestic policy, so wisely adopted 

by Gustavus III. but the plan since her demise has lIever 

been encouraged by the higher circles. A Russ play has the 

same effect upon fashion in Russia, as George Barnwell has 

upon the same class in England. Although in the former 

there are some inimitable performers, as in the hero of the 

latter, one of the most perfect and affecting imitations of na

ture, in that walk of the drama, ever exhibited upon any 

stage, is displayed by Mr. Charles Kemble. 

I wellt one evening, in company with my wniable and gal

lant friend, Captain Elphinstone, to see a Russ opera. called 

.. The School for Jealousy:" it is not much esteemed. As it 

proceeded Captain E . explained it to me : the sentiments were 

trequently coarse, sometimes very ob&:ene; the actors, who 
were Russians, appeared to perform with great ability; the 

beroine of the piece was represented by a very pretty and inter. 
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eating girl, who was taken from the hospital of IOllndlinb" : 

she manifested grace, and 11 bewitching naivete, and played 

and sung most sweetly. I am sorry I have furgotten her 

name; she is the principal Russ actress, and is a very great 

tavourite. In the course of the play, to my astonbhment, was 

introduced a scene of the inside of the mad-house at Petersburg. 

in which, amongst a number of hOITible grotesque figures, a 

mad periwig-maker threw a handful of hair-powdt>r into the 

face of a frantic girl, who ran raving about the stage with di

shevelled locks, which excited strong risibility aTIlon~t thp 

audiencc. I was so disgusted at the spectaclp, and the ap

piau,"" that I wished it had not happened; but as it did, I re

cord it. Although an English audience has been delighted 

at a dance of undertakers, laughed at the feats of skeletons 

in pantomimes, and in Hamlet has expressed great mirth at 

~ing a buffoon grave..cJigger roll human skulls upnn the stage, 
and beat them about with his spade, it could not endure a 

sight in which those object", whom pity and every tender feel
ing have consecrated, are brought forward with ridicule. But 

let it be remembered that maJne~s is less frequent in Russia 
than in milder regions; and hence the pcopJt', i()r thC'y are 

very fa from being strangers to l"elin!,,, which would do hoo. 

nour to the moot civilized of the human race, are I('ss ac

quainted with, and consequently less affected by its appcardllce ; 

and when it is thus wantonly displayed upon the stage, it ap

pears under the mask of buffoonery. The government would 

"" 2 
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do well to suppress this and every similar exhibition, calcu

lated only to imbrute a civilized mind, and postpone the re

finement of a rude one. 

I was mucb more pleased with tbe Russ opera of the 

N )'lIIph of the Dnieper. which is ro popular and attractive, 

that it Ht'Yer fail~ tu fill tbe scats of fashion. It is chiefly in

tended to display the ancient costume and music of Russia. 

The story is n "1J' simple; A prince has sworn eternal con

stancy to a nymph, who is violently attached to rum; his fa
ther. a powerful king. wishes him to marry a princess of an 

ancient house; the prince rnnsents, but the nuptials are al

ways interrupted by the stratagems of the jealous nymph, who 

appears in various disguises. The first scene was singularly 

beautiful: it displayed a river and its banks, and nymphs 

swimming; the manner in which they rose upon the water 

was admirably natural; the music of the ancient Russ airs, 

in which the celebrated Cossacka is introduced. were exqui

site; the scenery was very Hne. and displayed a number of 

pantomimic cbanges. 

The Russian noblemen are fond of the drama; almo>t 

every country mansion has a private tbeatre. Those of tbe 

nobility, who, from disgust to the court, OJ" some other cause, 

confine their residence to Mosoow and the adjacent counby, 

live in the voluptuous magnificence of eastern satrap.: aft.er 
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dinner they frequently retire to a vast rotunda, and sip their 

colle.. during a hattie of dogs. wild bears. and wol"",; from 
thence they go to their private theatres, where great drama

tic skill is frequently displayed by their slav,",. who perform. 

and who also '''rnish the orchestra. Th"," people are tutored 

by French players. who are very liber...tly paid bv their 

employers. 



( 30~ ) 

CHAP. XIV. 

A GLOOMY CATASTROPHE. 

IT is with deep regret that I approach the delicate and aw
ful subject of this chapler. Humanity would gladly cover it 
with the pall of oblivion; but justice to the memory of an un~ 

happy monarch, and to the chief of the august fumily of 
Russia, demand a candid though careful developement of the 

events which preceded the fall of the lasl Emperor. The 

original source of my infonnation is from one who beheld the 

catastrophe which I am about to relate, whom I can neither 

name nor doubt; a cat"',trophe which is too near the period 

in which I write, not to render an unrestrained disclosure of 

all the particulars with which I have been furnished, unfair if 

not imprudent. The causes that first created those well-known 

prejudices which Catherine II. cherished against her son, have 
perished with her; but all the world knows, that, during the 

many years which rolled away between the Grand Duke's 



UNNATURAL CONDUCT. 

arrival at the age of maturity and his elevation to the throne, 

his august mother never admitted him to any participation of 

power, but kept him in a state of the most abject and mortifY

ing separation from the court, and in almost total ignorance of 

the affairs of the empire. Although Paul, by his birth, was 

generalissimo of the armies, he never was permitted to head a 

regiment; and although, by the same right, grand admiral of 

the Baltic, h~ was interdicted from even visiting the fleet at 

Cronstadt. To these painful privations may be added, that 

when he was recommended, that is ordered, to travel, during 

his absence Catherine seized and sent to Sibelia one of his 

most cherished friends, because she discovered that he had in

fonned her SOIl of some inconsiderable state affair. Thus Paul 

beheld himself not only severed from the being who /rdve him 

birth, but from all the ordinary felicities oflife. The pressure 

of his hand excited suspicion; peril was in his attachment, 

and in his confuleucc guilt and treaMln. I Ie could not have 

a friend, without fUTuitihing a victim. 

A gentleman nearly conncct(-'d with me, now no more, a 

man of talent and acute observation and veracity, had severcll 

l'cal'S since the honour of spending a short periotl at the little 

secluded court of Gatchina. upon which. as the dazzling beams 

of imperial favour never shone, the observer was Ielt in the 

tranquillity oftbe shade, to make a more calm, steady, and un

diverted ourvey. At this time, Paul di,played a mind very 
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elegantly inclined, and without being bJilliant. highly culti

vated, accomplished and infonned, frank and generous, brave 

and magnanimolls. a heart tender and aill."Ctionnte, and a dis-. 

positio)) very sweet. though most acutely and poignantly SU!J

ceptihle: his person was not handsome, tillt his eye wa"l pene~ 
trating. anu his manners such a"l denoted the finished gentle

mun. In 11i~ youth he was seen uy the bed~side of the dying 

PaLlin, the hoary and able minister ofCath~rin{", and his tutor, 

kis.."illg and bathing his hand with tears. A~ an evidf'Tlce of 

his intdleetual vigour, let the elaborate and able ukase, by 

which he settled the preL'Cdence and provision of the imperial 

fumily, unquestionably his own unassisted composition. be re
femxJ to. He loved his umiahle princess, and his chilrlren, 
with the most ardent, the most indulgent fondlle!;s, and it wus 
the labour of th~ir love, as well as of his servants, who were 

devotedly attached to him, to requite his affections and gmei. 

ousnNl'S, and to-ende--d'-out' to fill up with cvery endearing, cvery 

studit"<.l attention, the gloomy chasm which had been formed 
by an unnatural and inexplicahle neglt-ct; but this (;hao.;m was 

a bottomless abyss, upon the brink of which his WOlllldL'tl spilit 

was ever wandering! Paul possessed a high martial inclina

tion, and, reflecting that he might one day mount the throne 

of a military empire, he made the art of war the principal object 

of his studies; but neither this pursuit, 90 copious, so interest

ing, nor the endeannenb! of th""" who surrounded him, could 

expel from his mind the sense of hi. injuries. He beheld 
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himself; the second f"'l'Sonage and the destined ruler of tho 

empire. postponed to the periodical favourite of his mother,. the 

ministcr of her unboundt:d voillptuoHSnes.". not unfrequently 

elevated to the "residency of the Hermitage from the mnk.,. 

with 110 other prerensions than Vi!,roTous health and a mighty 

frame; whilst, on the other hand. the bleeding shade of his 

father was for ever. in his morbid imagination, pointing to his 

wound. and whispering revenge. Thus exiled from the heart 

of his motht"f. i~ it a matb'r of !:Iurprise that he should exclude 

lwr fi'om his own? 

CatlH'riuc more thnn once observed. that her son w01lld not 

long occupy the~onc ~ftf'r her deceu.."iC; and it has been the 

fast.ion to soy. that her uJienution from him WflS justifjt..'tl by 

the events which Mlc('cetied h(,I' ul'iith, With this prophet ic 

:-,p1rit. she de\'oh:d all her ('are to the education of hef gran~ 

wn~. Akxand€"r and Con~tantinf'. and excrciSf'd aU the powt'~ 

she 1)()!O."'( ':o\~ccl toward ..... tlw cOIl!'-lnnnmtion of IICf pnxlidiou. ~lm 

foretold that the flowt'r which ~hl' had plallted would witlll'r 

early: she ~h()ok it till evcry blos,o.;om tell, and shruled it .so. 

that the dew of I leaven ~hould never vi~it it mol'(': bhe pressed 

and l'i(:rced the delicate and ardent mind of her SOil until 

she subverted it. Was it then a proof of inspil"d.tion. to Pro1-{4 

nosticate the brevity of his reign over an empire, the hi!ltory 

of which has too often and fatally proved. that however des

potic its government, and there is not one under heaven more 

RR 
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abrolute. a cautious and dexterous cultivation of the interest, 

feelings. prejuJices. and nff",,-\ions of the people. is illlleramble 

from the ...rety of the ruler? 

A short time before her demise, Catherine committed to 

p-Z-. her I",,"t favourite, whom she highlyesteemed, 

B declaration of her will. adJressed to the senate. purporting 

that Paul shoula be passed over in the 8u""",,"ion, and that 

the Grand Duke Alexander should mount the vacant throne. 

As won as the fa"ourite was acquainted with the sudden 
death of the Empress, he flew to Pavlovsk, about thirty.five 

"ersts from the capital, where Paul occasionally resideJ, whom 

he met on the road; and, after " short explanation, delivered 

up to him this important document. Paul. charmed with his 

zeal and loyalty. preserved him in all his honours and fortunes. 

whilst B general and rapid dispersion. to all \Xlints of the com

pass. instantaneously sucoeedeJ amongst the members of the 

male &cragli. of the Hermitage. The Emperor ascended the 

throne without difficulty. but a total .trang<'r to his su~ject •. 

One of the first measures of his reign display(·d. in a very 

singular manner, the native goodness of his heart, under the 

clouds that rapidly began to overshndow it, in an act of piety 

towards his murdered father. whose remains he removed from 

the churcb of St. Alexander Nevski. called the Monastery; 

and having exhibited them in great funeral state. he consigneJ 

them to the sepulchre of Catherine 11 .• in the cathedral of SI. 
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Peter and St. Paul. The latter part of this extraordinary 

transaction ha. otten induced me to think tbat Paul did not 

believe thl:l.t his mother issued the order for the asBrutiination of 
his father. At this eccentric solemnity, he compeUed Count 

Alexey Orloff, and Prince Baratynski, under whusc hand, the 

unhappy monarch is said to have IJeri,hed: to stand on each 

.ide of the body as it lay in state, and afterwards to foUow if 

to the tomb 8i the principal moumers. 

Not long atter this event, his mind began occasionally to 

display the most foorful symptoms of distraction; but when 

hi. reason w.. restored, the hapless Emperor never failed to 

endeavour, with the most alIecting sellllibility, to repair the 

ruin and havoc which ru. delirium had occasioned. The de

posed Stanislam, the broken-hearted King of 1'01.00, partook 
alternately of hi. benefieence aod severity; but with what 

demonstration of respect and genuine grief did the Emperor 

attend the obse<juies of this last of the Sarmates? On that 

gloomy occasion, he commanded in person the guards who 

ru;si~tL'd at the funeral; and uncovering himself; with the most 

atfecting emotions, saluteu the coffin as it passeu. To the 

memory of the hoary and heroic Sumroff, who feU a broken

hearted victim to the distraction of hi, Imperial ma.<tcr, in 

periods of "gonized and compunctious retlection, he raised 

a colossal statue of bronze, in the vast area behind Dens. 
koi', palace, opposite to RomantzoR's monument; and, on the 

nn2 
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days when he reviewed his troops there. he used to order them 

to march by in open order. and face the statue. which he said 

represented one of the greatest and bravest generals of his 

own or any other age. 

N ohvithstanrling the important service which P-7.
had rendered him, the Emperor could nevf'1' separate him, in 

his mimi's eye, ti'oUl the caresses of his mother. and speedily 

becamr disgusted with him; spoke of him with great asperity 

to his friends, and at length. converting the bounty of Cathe

rine into a robbl~ry. he denounced him as a detaulter to the 

Imperial trc.asury of half a million of rubles; and, cOllvint'Ni 

of the justice of the allegation, procec'tlt'ci, without lo~'i (If 
time, to beqll('~tt'r the vast t,:..wtt's which bdollgtd to Jllm and 

to hj~ two brothers. Driven to det:;pcration hy ~uch conduct, 

one of the sufferers. the second broth,>r. one day holdly walked 

up to the Emperor upon the parade. and. with manly elo

.quencc, represented the injustice of his measuff'~. l'aul re

-ceiv(-'<i him without anger, heard him WIthout interruption, 

reflected, and rt'$tored the property: but the original di~gust 

rapidly returning. he ordered P- Z- to reside upon his 

-estate, to which he subrnittffi for a con~id{'..rdblt' time. nut 
the mind of the exile was too ardent to endure seclusion; am~ 

bitious, bold, active, and enterprizing, he determined UJX'fi re

leasing himself from the unju't con,traint imposed upon him 

by hi. sovereign. the delirium of whose mind /lOW frequently 
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hurst forth with all the fury and desolation of a convulsed vol

cano. Mes. ...... Otto. lSieyes. and Talleyrand. who at that 

time formed a diplomatic trio, or rather were spies, at the 

court of Petersburg. with the dexterity of talent, ond the suI>

tilty of Frenchmen, resolved to turn the gathering storm to 

the advantage of their own country, by means which, extend. 

iog beyond their calculation and their wishes, finally and ra~ 

pidly led to the overthrow of the Emperor. Under their tui

tion, a French actress was introduced on the boards of the 

French t1wutre at lleterslmrg, and placed in such situations of 

allu'rc;'llcllt, that the eye of the Emperor could not uut noti<.'e 

her. 'file ruin of domestic happiness furnished these politi. 

duns with the means of' their success. A J-'reneh actre~ was 

destined to est.range the Emperor from his family. and to create 

a temporary and terri hie change in the affairs of EUl"Ol)C' 

Madame Chevalier P"""'ssed that style of lace which. without 

being regularly handsome, was more sweet, expressive, and cap

tiYatillg'. than the exact symmetry of a fiuisht!d ocauty. Her 

J)('rson was small,. Lmt d('licatR, amI mther en bon point: her 

manllers were of the highest order. and enchalltt . ..J. everyone 

who approach<.'<i her. The Emperor was fond of music: 

·Madame <;hevalier excelled upon the harp, and sung to 

it some sweet and craft.y VenIt'S, composed by oue of her 

three employers. and which she herself had set to music; 

the subject of which was, the martial skill, valour, and gene· 

rosity. of the Emperor. She bad not spread her witcheri.,. 
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long, before an evening "'lIS appointed for a private gratifica

tion of the musical taste and 1'8ssion of the Emperor. Thi. 

Syren very soon became the sole idol of his shattered mind, 

which she moved according to the direction of hcr secret prin

cipals. until the Emperor withdrew himself from his a1liancc 

with Austria, recalled Suvaro/!' and his army CO\·ered with 

glory, crowded tllC roads to Siberia Witll Britisb subjects, and 

filled Witll terror and consternation tile Exchange of the Bri

tish eml,ire. I mean not to enumerate all tile calamities whiel. 

followed: they were too signal not to be widely known, too 

reoent not to be well remembered; and, from their very na

ture, inconteslahly proved the aberration of those r,culti .. 

which could alone, by their presence, render the Emperor re

sponsible fur all the misery, dismay, and ruin, which threaten

ed the very existence of tbe empire. P- Z-- resolved 

upon availing himself of the iotluence of the fair favourite, to 

whom be addresoed himself with all the insinuation of penon, 

malmet'S, wit, and money; having engnged her in his favour, 
be made her ncqullinted with Count K-, II man wh~ 

from hal·ing been about the person of Paul in the menial ca
pncityof a ,·alel, at last obtained a high place in his alfeetion, 

distinguished honour, and great wealth. The more firmly to 

hind K- to his interest, P-Z- feigned an honour

able passion for tbe dangllter of the formor, whq,;Wll5, like all 

the sudden favourites..r jCfUmto, muel. "leased at the pro'!'«t 

of an aJlianre with a.-ery diotinguitihed fiuniJy. COWlt K-, 



SUCCESSFUL l\RTIFICE. 311 

and Madame Chevalier. conceived many plans for pre,·ailing 

upon his Majesty to restore Z- to his favour. At len~th. 

one evening. when :-;hc had tmnquilli7.td the miud of the Em
peror, and excited in him an apperuance of gaiety by the vi\u
city of hcr wit, and some of her most suceessful songs. she 

artfully insinuated that P - Z-- was the most unhappy 

man alive in being deprived of the Emperor's favour. and 
of the power of promoting the inte...",ts of one of the greatest 

geniust"S that ever mounted the Czarian throne. to whom he 

was mo>t inviolably attachcd. The Emperor paused. and ex

pressed some doubt of the truth of the statement; but upon 

her reassuring him of its sincerity, accompanied by some of 
those httle blandishments which no woman ever knew how to 

display with mOl .. fini,hed adUrt.'8S than Madnme Chevalier. 

Paul granted her petition. and recalled Z-- to the resi

dence, where he Hew with the celerity of a courier, and threw 
himself at the feet of the Emperor. by whom he wa>; gra
ciously received, and from whose presence he withdrew to pre
sent his fair advocate with the .tipulutcd rewani. a magnificent 

nigrctteof diamonds. 'lIlued utsixty thousand rubles. Whatever 

private pi~ue Z- might have cherished again.t his Imperial 

master, I Uelicvc that it was 'f'holly lost in his review of the de
teriorated and dreadful condition of the Empire. and in th".., 

awful measures of restoration which were aftenvards resorted 

to. Z-- gradually and warily unfolded hi. mind to K-. 
who as cautiously entered into his views, until their confidence 
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was completely estaulished. The result of their deliberations 

was, that, to save the empire, it was necessary that the Em

peror should be removeu. They next prevailetl upon Count 

P--, the governor of the city. and COllilt p--. a very 

youllA" nohleman. but of considerable tamily luterc:st, the' son of 
the celebrated geut'ntl, Count 1'-- P--. who so cmill(~lItly 

disting-uished himsclf in the Turkish war, and also tlw l'l'ince 
• 

Y--, and some other persons of grt·at milk and (,o ;~"'(·rlll(>'Wt·. 

All of these noblemen were ' actuated by no otlwr lllo1n",", UI • . • I 

to prevent the final ruin of their country. anti fi)T this purpo. e 

they determined to place in peril their lin's and their fUJtune:-. 

In their conferences, whi('n weTC manag'Cd with admimhlc 

discretion, it was resolvccJ that Paul ~hould die; and, like 

Ca:w.r, it was destinru that he should pt"ri~h in the ides of 

March, on tlw day of the 1",tiYal called Maslaintza. 

) think I hear the voice of humanity exclaim. II '\i\7hy not 

II provi~ionally remove tllC unhappy Monarch from tilt.: thronc ?" 

Alus! the constitution of Russia possesses nOlle of those mild 

and !"eneficent provisions. which endear our own constitution 

to us a thousand and a thousand times. When the ruler is 

once mounted on the throne, an abyss opens below, and the 

descent fi-om the last step is into eternity. I am endeavour

ing to iIlu.trate motives, not justify tllem; the record j,; before 

another tribunal! It is scarcely necessary lor me to observe; 
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that the august fiunily of Paul were wholly uuacquainted 

with the meditated blow. 

The Emperor. from an avc .. ion he had taken to those pa. 
laces, which fOrmed the favourite residence of Catherine. 

resolved upon building a palace for himself. The gorgeous 

magnificence of Zarsko Zelo. and of the Winter palace. and 

all the Oriental voluptuousness of the H • .rmitage. were hateful 

to him; indeed. to such an elevation had his abhorrence of 
these places attained. that he had det.nnined to reduce them 

to the dust, that only 

u _The blackness or ashes should mark wbere they stood." 

His fute. which was fast approaching. prevenW the accom

plishment of this irretrievable act of delirium. The Emperor 

and his fiunily resided. at the time when the confederacy had 

resolved upon his removal. in the new palace of Saint Michael. 

It is an enormous quadrangular pile, of red Dutch brick, rising 
from a ma~;~y basement of hewn granite; it ~tal1d.., at the bot

tom of the Summer Gardens. aud the lolty spire of it. Greek 

chapel, richly covered with ducat gold, rising aboye tht' trce!oo, 
has a beautiful appearance. 

As Paul was anxious to inhabit this palace a. .. !oOOOIl after 

be was crowned as possible, the ma-;ons, the carpenters, and 

various artifice". toiled with incredible labour by day and b)' 

s s 
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lerch-light, under the BUltry sun of the swnmer, and in all 
the severity of a polar winter, and in three years this enor· 

mons and magnificent fabric was completed. The whole is 

monted roWld, and when the stranger surveys its bastions of 

granite, and numerous draw.bridges, he is oaturally led to 

conclude, that it was intended lOr the last asylum of a Prince 

at war with his subject.. Those who have seen its mllSll)' 

walls, Dlld the capaciousness and variety of ib chambers, will 

easily admit that an act of violence might be committed in one 

room, and not be heard by those who. occupy the adjoining 

one; and that a massacre might be perpetrared at OIle end, 

and not known at the other. Paul took possession of this 

palace as a place of strength, and beheld it with rapture, be. 

cause his Imperial mother had never even seen it. Whilst his 

filmily we'" here, by every act of tenderness endeavouring to 

soothe the terrible perturbation of his mind, there were not 

wanting those who exerted every stratagem to inflame and 

encrease it. These people were constantly iJlsinuating, that 

every hand was armed against hilll. With this impression, 

which added fuel to his burning brain, he ordered a secret 

stair-<:ase to be constructed, which, leading from his own 

chamber, passed under a false stove ill the anti-room, and-led 

by a small door to the terrace. 

It was the custom of the Emperor to sleep in an outer 

Itpo.rtment next to the Emrt-'.. upon a BOpha, in his reg;. 
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mental. and boots, whilst the Grand Duke and Duchess, and 

the rest of the Imperial family, were lodged at yarious di .. 

tances, in apartments below the story which he occupied. 

On the tenth day of March, O. S. 1801, the day preceding 

the fatal night. whether Pau!"s apprehension, or anonymous 

inionnation, suggested the idl."8, is not known, but conceiving 

that a stonn was ready to burst upon him, he sent to Count 

p-. the governor of the city, one of the noblemen whC) 

had resolved on his d""truction: .. I am infonned, P

said the Emperor, H that there is a conspiracy on foot against 
.. me; do you think it necessary to take any precaution?" 

The Count. without betraying the least emotion, replied, 

.. , Sire, do not suffer such apprehensions to haunt your mind; 

.. if there were any combinations fonning against your Ma

.. jesty·s person, I am sure I should be aCquainted with it:' 

.. Then I am satisfied;· said the Emperor, and the governor 

withdrew. Before Paul retired Lo rest, he unexp<>ctc<lly ex

pressed the most tender ,olicitude for the Empress ami his 

children, kissed them with all the warmth of farewell fond

ness, and remained with them longer than usual; and after he 

had visited the centinc1s at their different posts, he retired to 

his chamber, where he had not long remained, before, nnder 

some colourable pretext, that satisfied the men, the guurd was 

changed by the officers who had the command lor the night, 

and were engaged in the confederacy. An hus.'8r, whom 

the Emperor had particularly honoured by hi. notice and atten-

ss2 
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tion, always at night slept at his bed-room door, in the anti

room. It was Impossible to remove this Jaithful soldier by 

any fuir means. A t this momentous period, silence reigned 

throughout the palace, except where it was disturbed by the 

pacing of the centincls, or at a distance by the murmurs of 

the Neva, and only a few lights were to be seen distantly and 

irregularly gleaming through the windows of this dark col""",l 

abode. In the dead of the uight, 7~ and his friends, 

amounting to eight or nine persons, passed the draw-bridge. 

easily ascended the stair.ease which led to Paul's chamber, 

and met with no resistance till they reached the anti-room, 

when the faithf"l hussar, awakened by the noise, challenged 

them, and presented rus fusee: much as they must have all 

admired the bmve fidelity of the guard, neither time nor cir

cumstances would admit of an act of generosity, which might 

have endangered the whole plan, 7..r-- drew his sabre and 

cut the poor fellow down. Paul, awakened by the noiS(>, 

sprung from his sopha : at this moment the whole party rushed 

into his room; the unhappy 8overf'ign, anticipating their de

sign, at first endeavoured to entrench himself in the t..:hairs and 

tables, then TC<:Q\·(·ring, he assumed a high tone, told them 

they were his prisoners, aud called upon them to surrender. 

}'inding that they fixed their eyes steadily and fiercely upon 

llim, and continued advancing toward. him, he implored them 

to spare his life, d<:elared hi. consent in.1antJy to relinquish 

th" sceptre, and to accept of any terms which they would die-
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tate. In his raying. he offered to make them princes. and to· 

give them estatos, and titles, and onlers, without end. They 

now began to press ul)()n him, when he made a convulsive 

e/fort to reach the window: in the altem"t he failed. and in

deed so high was it from the ground, that had he succeeded, 

the exredient would only have "ut a more instantaneous reriod 

to hi. misery. In the effort he very severely cut his hand with 

the glass; and as they drew him hack he grasred a chair. witl. 
which he felled one of the assailants. and a desrerate resistance 

took place. So great was the noi .. , that notwithstanding the 
massy walls. and thick double folding-doors. which divided 

the apartments. the Empress was disturbed. and began to cry 
for help, when a voice whispered in her ear, and imperatively 
told her to remain quiet, otherwise, if she uttered another 

word. she should be put to instant death. Whilst the Em

peror was thus making a last ~truggle, the Prinr.e Y-
struck him on one of his temples with his fist, and laid him 

upon the floor; Paul .. recovering from the blow, again im

plored his life; at. this moment the heart of P-- Z-- 1'('

lented, and upon being oOserved to tremble and hesitate, it 

young Hanoverian resolutely exclaimed, H We han' pa.s. .. cd 
the Rubicon: if we spare his life, before the setting of to.. 

morrow's sun, we shall be his vidim50!" upon w~ljch he took 
oft' his sash, tunled it twice round the naked nf'Ck of the Em

peror, and giving one end to Z-, and holding the other 
himself, they pulled for a con.i<lerahle time with \111 their fore ... , 
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until their miserable sovereign was no more; they then retired 

from the palace without the least molestation, and returned to 

their respective homes. What occurred after their departure 

call be better conceived than depicted: medical aid was re

,orted to, but in vain. and upon the breathless body of the 

Emperor fen the tears of his widowed Empress and children, 

and domestics; nor was genuine grief ever more forcibly or 

feelingly displayed than by him on whose brow this melan

choly event had planted the crown. So pa,;sed away this 

night of horror, and thus perished a Prince, to whom nature 

was ,everely bountiful. The ""uteness and pungency of his 

feeling was incompatible with happiness: unnatural prejudice 

pressed upon the fib .... , too finely 'pun, and snapped it. 

'Tis Dot as heads that never ache suppose, 
Forgery of fancy, and a dream. of woes; 
Man i. a harp, .. hose cbords elude the .igh4 
:Eacb yielding harmony, dispos'd arigbt; 
The screws reven'd (a task .... hich jf he pl~ 
God In a moment executes with eue), 
Ten thousand thousand wings at once go )oose, 
Lost, till he tUbe them, aU their power and Ute. 

COWPER, 

The sun shone upon a new order of things. At seven o'clock 

the intelJigel)ce of the demise of Paul spread through the 

capital. The interval of time from its first communication 

to its di/fusioQ over every part of Petersburg, was IICIll'Cely 

perceptible. At the parade Alexander presented himself on 
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honoe'-ck, ",ben the troops. with \ears rolling down their 
rugged aud sun-browned iices, hailed bUs with loud aud wr
dial accJamation. Tbe young Empenr w_ "Wi whei..,..j, 

IUld at the monwol of mounting the throne of the .- exten
*live empire under heaven, he was. seeIl to n.n &om the. graad 
and affecting spectacle, and weep. 

What followed is of very subordinate consideration; but 

perhaps it will be eagerly asked, to what extremity did the 

avenging arm of Justice pursue the perpetrators of the deed ? 

Mercy, the brightest jewel of every crown, and a forlorn and 

melancholy conviction, that the reigning motive was the sal

vation of the empire, prevented her from being vindictive. 

Never upon the theatre of life was there presented a scene 

of more affecting magnanimity; decency, not revenge, g0-

verned the sacrifice. P-- Z- was ordered not to ap

proach the Imperial residence, and the governor of the city 

was tran.ferred to Riga. As soon as Madame Chevalier was 

informed of the demise of her Imperial patron, she prepared, 

"nder the protection of her brother, a dancer, for flight. with 

a booty of nearly a million of rubles. A police officer wa. 

""nt to inspect and report upon her property : amongst a 

pile of valuable articles, he discovered a diamond cross of no 

great intrinsic value, which had been given by Peter I. to 

a branch of the Imperial Family, and on that account much 
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esteemed ; it was to recover this that. the officer ""'" sent, 

who obtained it, after the most indecent and unprincipled 
resistance on her part. Passports were then granted to Ma~ 

dame Chevalier and her brother. Thus tenninated this ex
traordinary and impressive tragedy. 
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CHAP. XV. 

81R JOHN' BOI.LASE WAR.1tEN-THE POLIGNAC8-TH£ PAltADB-THB 

lU,NUlIL .£.F.P.l.CTJ, 0)1' JO.A..5SJOH-THE JiMPBBOR-A 1'1CKPOCX2T 

-A TRA"ELLER'! MBMORA,NDUM9--UNPUGILJSTIC BRUISEIl8~

DOCTOR GUTHK.I£-VI5IT TO TUg TAUalDA PALACK-THB CO

LO~!oAL HALL-THE WINTEk OAllPBN8-THE BANQUET-PRINCS 

POTEMK.IN-&AW CAB.llOTS--FLYJNG GARDENS-TUI HOUn. OP 

CHARLBS XU. AT BBJfDSll DISCOVUBD. 

IT was impossible for an Englishman to visit Petersburg 

when I did, without feeling a justifiable national pride in find

ing his country represented by one of her mo;t distinguished 

naval heroes, who, to the frankne .. and sincerity so peculiar to 

that character, unites the graceful attractions of the m""t cour

teous and polished manners. f'rom the intrepid minister, and 
his elegant and enlightened lady, I experienced that uroo

nity and attention, which eminently distinguished their con
duct, and endeared them to the Ruosian court, and to their 

countrymen. The Emperor, in his private circles, has often 

extolled the nautical skill and undaunted valour of Sir John 

Borlase Warren, and honoured him with his frieud.hip. In 

no period of those political storms which have so long shaken, 

TT 
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and still continue to cOllvulse., the continent of Europe, has the 
cabinet of Itussia manifested a more propitious and conlial 

disposition to the cause and interests of Great Britain, than 

during the diplomacy of the gallant Admiral. 

The house of embassy, a noble mansion, III the English 

linc, was fitted. up with great taste, and the hospitality which 
prevailed in it was truly R .... ian. The parties which assem

bled there were very select and agreeable. Amongst the most 

frequent visitors I met the Duc de Polignac and several of the 

members of that illustrious hOllse, who, from the higbest rank, 

and an inlluenee equal to that of their sovereign, have been 

cast into the regions of the north, by the terrible tornado of tbe 

French revolution, where, in the sensibility and munificence 

of the Emperor, they have found protection. 

Tbe noble fortitude of the Polignacs, and particularly the 

heroic and afleeting eloquence of one of the brothers before 

the tribunal of Bonaparte, created at this period a strong sen 

""lion in the public mind, and in no part of the world more 

lOrcibly than at Petenburg. In another age, when passion 

and prejudice shall repose in .. the tomb of all the Capulets," 

the calm investigating historian may perhaps, but in better 
lang""!!,,, deocribe their erime, as I have ever considered it, a 

oonspimcy of Bonaparte against himself, to enable him to as

SlIme thc imperial purple. 
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Sunday is always at PeteJ'l;burg a day of great festivity. but 

it only manifests itself after the hOllrs of devotion. On this 

day the parade is well worthy the traveller's notice: it com
mences at ten o'clock. in that great area which lies between 

one side of the winter palace and tbe magnificent crescent, 

which formerly constituted the palace of Catherine's most 

cherished favourite Lanskoi; the men amounted to four thou

sand. and presented a very noble and martial appearance; 

their unifurm con'listed of a round hat, with only a rim in front, 

and green feather. a short green coat, buttoned tight round 

the body. and white duck breeches cut very high. so that no> 

waistcoat is necessary. The belly of the soldier is tightly 

strapped in. for the pUI'J"'SC of giving an artificial breadth to 

the chest. With an exception to the English and consular 
guards, I never saw finer men in my life, nor greatC'T neatnes." 

in dress and person. The Emperor came from the palace. 

mounted upon a beautiful grey charger. attended by two or 

three officers; he wore an amazing larg'C cocked hat., fastened 

under his chin by a black leather strap, and buttoned to pn>

'·eot the wind from occasioning that accident, for which a 

cruel disciplinarian (Fredel'ieltthe Great) once severely flogWd 
a poor Prussian soldier. The rt.>st of his drcs.~ was a short 

coat of dark olive-green colour, decordted with a small :-.tar 

and the cordon bleu, white leather breeches, and high military 

hoots, with very long projecting spurs. 11 pon this occasion 

there- is always R great concourse of the commonalty, and a 

TT2 
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great muster of officcrs to pay their , .... pecl< to thc Emperor. 

"ho rode at an easy canter down the line. A. he pllSS<d I 

was much surprised to hear each comllany solute him with 

nccp-tollcd ,"oices, and highly gratified when 1 was informed 

that thc salutation was, .. Good day to our Emperor." The 

words seemed to Lring down the haughty disdain of mili

tary discipline to its proper level, and to place the hearts of the 

Emperor and his brave soldiers in contact with each other. 
Upon his return he alighted and took his station in the centre, 

when the regiments passed the Emperor. who stood unco\'ered 

nil the time, in open order, the band playing and officers salut

ing. As the imperial culours passed. which time or war, or both, 
had reduced to a few shreds of silk, all the officers and spectators 

bowed. As the lru,t oompany was marching off' the ground, 

a lane was formed to the palace through the people, who 

~ed upon their young Emperor with enthusiastic delight. 

The whole was a \'ery intere;ting spectacle, for which by the 

hye I had nearly paid rather dearly, Thinking, p ... h.I'" that 1 

was far removed from the nimble-fingt'rt'{\ disciples of Loudon. 

or what i. mOre likely. not thinking about the matter, I care

Ie ... ly carried my pocket-book tff the pamd.: a cOlilmon Rus

sian had for some time, it appeared, watched me with a cat-like 

eye, and at the moment the Emperor pllSSed me. he affected 

to relicve me from the pressure of the mob, and at the same 

time rtally endeavoured to relieve me of my letter of credit, 

some ruble notes, and what I fear the rritics will wish I never 
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had recovered, many of the memomndums from which I am 

now wTltmg. A, German valet, belonging to a gentleman 

who was with me, instantly seized him by the throat ere 

his hand could leave my pocket, when he as speedily relin

quished his prey_ The attempt was made with a skilful know

ledge of seizing opportunities, by which some folks become 

wealthy, others imperial, and the dexterity and lightness of 

his finger would have obtained a medal of felonious honour 

in the academy of Barrington. However, as I lost no pro

perty by the fellow, I ordered the active sen1U\t to dismi<s 

~m; and the terrified Russian rushed rapidly from my si~ht, 
and was lost in thc surrounding crowd. 

The Russian is not naturally addicted to thicying: he iii 
seldom seen in hostility to life, in order to obtain the ft·lonions 

possession of another man's property. A mre instance (If 
what however may be committed in an ebullition of pas.-.;ion, 

OCCUlTed at the preceding IlQrade. An officer, in couS('(lt1cnce 

of ,'ery improper behaviour, was put under arrebt; in the bit
terness of wounded pride, he slew the ccntinel who was placct! 

at his chamber door: the Emperor. instead of dooming him 
to death, onlercd him to receive twenty-th"c strokt'l'i of the 
knout, to be branded in the forehead with ,'or, or rogue, and 

be sent to Siberia • 

.Ai; I was quitting the throng, two (dlows, somewhat tipsy. 
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began to quarrel; and, after abusing eacu other very ,'iolently 

as they walked along, tlley at last proceeded to blows. No 

pugilistic ""ience was displayed: tlley fought wiili the hand 

<'xpanded, as awkwardly as women play at hattledore and 

shuttlt'cock; 110 desperate contusion ellSued, A police officer 

soon appeared, and, taking out a cord &om his pocket, tied 

the combatants back to back, and placing them upon a droshka, 

gallopped them off to the nearest sieja, The police of Eng

land would do well to act with ilie same spirit and prompti

tude towards those academic bruise .... who, in the most daring 

manner, violate ilie public tranquillity, and bid defiance to ~ 
authority of tile law, 

A short time berore my arrival, an affair, which in some 

degree illustrates tile Russian character, had created consider

uble interest. A gallant English -merchant conceiving him

,.,11' rudely treated at ilie tlleatre by a Russian officer, one of 

the Emperor's uid-du-camps, sent him a challeng<-, The 
officer dt'Clined the combat, and appealed to the Emperor, 

which, according to the cu!!.tom of his country, he might do 
without a :,tain upon his courage. Those martiul notions of 
honour, which reign so imperiol1l'ly in England and f'rancc, 

are but little known in Russia," h<re the feudal sy.tem, ilie 

judicial combat and its chivalrous concomitants, never 00.. 
tained, and where the sword ne,'er forms, and never has formed, 
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a necesoary appendage to the dress of the people, which, till 

lately, has for ages been worn amongst their brethren in more 

southem latitudes. 

It was with great pleasure that I availed myself of an in

troduction to the venerable Doctor Guthrie, physician to the 

N obIe Lmd Cadet co.".. n gentleman of the most amiable 

manners, a philosopher, and well known to the world for his 

various scientific and literary productions, afld particularly 

for being the editor, as he has modestly announced himself, of 

the Letters of his deceased lady from the Crimea, whither 

she went, but in vain, in search of health. It is very gene

rally believed, that the Doctor very largely contributed to this 

able and beautiful work, which, from fondness to the memory 

of the departed, he is anxious should be considered as her own. 

I found the Doctor protected, by his philosophical know

ledge. from one of the most sultry days I .,'er experienced, 

He was in a little study built of wood, raised upon piles in a 

little meadow. Instead of hi. summer windowS being open 

to admit the air, they were all closed nnd fustened without; 

his servant occasionally moistened the branches of the trees, 

that were supsended over the building, with water from a 

garden-engine; and to prevent, as much as possible, the admis

sion of the flies, the entrance was through an outer door, and 

1m inner one of gauze, and in the centre of the rool,Il stood 
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a tuh filled" illt ic,,; by these means the Doctor, whilst every 

other person \Va .. lan~uishing and panting with heat, t'njoyt>d 
a cool and delightful atmosphere. Hos {'oll""tion of Siberi.1I 

miuf'l'al!', gems, and precious stones (amongst which is a bean· 

tiflll riobond agate) from "arious parts of the Russian empire, 

ftnd a variety of marine fowls from the Russian archipeJBe,<YO, 
nn.~ ,'eJ)' curiolls nnd intffpsting. I here saw a fine specimen 

of the t'llcousti{', or wax-painting. the art of which was dis-

c;O\Jcred a jew years since in IIercuiancum, by a soldier ncei· 

ucntally holding a lIambeau to an apparently naked wall, 
when the action of the heat crPated, ~ his &1:onishment, a 

beautiful landscape, by reviving the encoustic colour in which 
it had been painted, The Doctor also obligingly shewed me 

an opera which was composed by the late Empress, in which, 

with great poetical spirit and genius, she has described ti,e 

founding of Mosmw, and the habits and customs of the Rus

,"UllS, The woro. of mallY of the songs were adapted to old 
!tuss tuncs, and oth~rs were set to music by Sarti. Of this 

Imperial production only fOllr copies w{'re e\'er printed i as 

soon as they 1I','re struck oft; the prt,."", the types of which were 

made at Paris, \l'a' broken. Independent of his merited re

putation, the Doctor hus two other reasons sufficient to make 

any philosopher proud and happy : he is the futl,er of two 

lo"e1y daughters; the eldest is lady Gao;coigne, who, to the 

charms of youtl. and beauty, unites the most elegant accom

plishments and captivating manners. So high was report in 
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Iwr favour, and f-O little C3.niibe be ktiown with ilupunitv, thaf 

I relt a eullcn ,satis/iu-lion in learning that sI,o w'" "l"''' " , 
visit to her friends in S<'otland whil"it 1 wus at PctersburJ::; the 

otlWT daughter is a lovely girl, pursuing her ",tudies in the 

()ou\'ent des Demoisclles. 

On \lC('ount of bis long and faithful scmee;, Ihe D Octor 

was en!lobletl by Paul, who :ll\\'a~'~ retainf'rl a ~t partiality 

for him, e,"{,,11 Juring the t('ml'~)I<lry di"gu:'>t whit'll he it'it 

Hgi.iin::-t hi::. cotlntl)'mell: he i::-. honourNl with a hat and fl'a

tIU'::N, amI tllc rani, or a g."H' !'at. It i" se-arret)' IWCC::'~ for 

nlt· to observ( that, in a mililaty governmt'nt lik~ RlhSlU, Int

htary rank prec~dc .. eVLory other. 

Frolll Doctor Guthrip'" ('001 philoMlphk shade, We' pro.-

(·t·(·.kd to tilt' TaUlid .... paln.~, hllilt hy <:atlwrinc 11.. awl 

gi\('1\ II) h~ 'r to her di ... tingni::.h(·d Hwouritc Prine-~ Pflh'mkin, 

UpOIl \\ 11111 11 ~h~ 1:1\ j-.llt'<1 unplY'{'('dentt'u ... : ,).!.lUti(·., UIHI trl'n "'",", ' " 

She Uf'!:>low(·d upon him the name of till' Taurian, in \tolll")m 

of hi::. cor14Hest of tit<' Crimea. and <'aIled tlu."I uuiluHlg nth I' 
him" {TIKIU tllC' (\('ath of thE> 1'rHlel', the Emprcs.<; p-llrdla.seu 

it of hi; f~:ml1tY fi)r a "V3!o,t ~um. Thf' gtand frOId of thi~ j,nild

ing. W1ii i~ of hrick, !-tu('cof'd ,,:hi1R, is towanJ~ the ~tf('l'l 
I('~din' .. ": ht! "C~lUvcnt (1\:~: D(''l(ioi~HC!o" in tll{~ ( .... I .... t ('uel 01 

thC' ('it)~ ' io'nhl~lilH; of a ('t'!ut..rC', adorned with a pol1i('u sup

ported by column", and a Jargf' cupola of "coPl'('r puint(~d 
t l If 
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~e~n, and extem,j"e wings. A 'variety of out~ omu
~cries, ond hot-house" reach (rum t~ kift Wing to a pr<>
dlgiollA distance: in the front is .. co.m-Yard, divided 'him 
the street by a handsome railing. Tlte.exw.ot of this build

ing is very .. xtcnsiw, but loW'; and although it hllS '" princely 
appt'.aranc(" dnes not excite ,the aStoni:;htnrut that. a ~geT 
reels in f'nf'cring it. Throngl, the ci"ility of our ~~ntryman. 

Mr. Gould, tht-' Emperor's g"dr<il·ner. who t!ujoysa ~-rificent 
salary) and a h':l.flOb<lOlt' 110I1"f 011 Iht' wt'!<It !\ide Oftllf> b'1lrdt'OS, 

I was &equrntly ~nabled to I,i,it tili, delightful place. . The 
kikhf"ll, fruit, anu pien .... urf'-gn.rtit'lls. and hot-houses, octmpy a 

'Vast !olpa<:e of gronnd, which ar(' waterf'd by SCVN·.d. cl;luahl; 

oVfT nne of UI('m is tJlrown the c(·lcbrated model of a flying 
COVCl't'ti. hrid~(' (If olle arcli, which an uhsctlrc illiterate Ru:

~t(ln ronstrurtf'ti, f(.Ir die purpose of t'lllhrncing the two sid\· ... 

of the Nt'va. opposih-' lo the Atue of l>eteT the Gn'at: it j" 

about sM'en~y fITt JOIiS' and i!:> a wOllrl~Tful display of nlcdla- ~ 

uienl ingenut~" This f'xttaoroillary pea!:.antJlHs c1(,<lrly dlt

,'idatccl the Pn1<'licuuility ~)f such a Dlea&urc: the model i~ ca

pable 'of bearing more (,ODlpnratiVt' ,"'eight than could f' ,·er 

'»·L .... "1'011 t1w hridg~ it.self. The' enormous cxpmN' "hleh 
mu~t attf'nd sm:h an uHd~rt.akil1g win, in all rt'-

~l'Ve it for a distant" period. The in6rmiou,s a 

band~mc pension ii'om tht::' late E1opress. and the 'll 

of tJaving di"PI.yed w~h what extent of capacity, 1)lI~"i;t<d 
Nature hus giftl-d the Ru",iau mind. ·In this part of the 
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groUnds, Carllllrine II. was in the habit of I;lIung ber mOn!

ing protIIeriade .with a male /i'iend;' and itl the ev.eDin~ at· 

t • .ruIed by her court. 

The pk'¥'lJ'e-grounds IlI'e small, but beatiti~Ily laid out by 

Mr. G<>uld, who was a pupil of ti,e celebrated Bro""e; and 

who, at the advanced age uf' Aeventr-t\l'o Y"",,", Ix'holds tlus 

little paradiS<', which h. created from 11 mephitic bog, 0011-

rishing and exciting the admiration of foreign.,.", and In tUe 

,bade of which Putemkin, Call,erine the GfC>lt, and two 
\ 

.""",eeding emperors of Itu»;", have sought tranquillity al\J: 

repose trom the oppressive weight of: public du·ty. 

This respedtablc Englb,hman. who bas realized a handsome 
fi::utuoe, the fruit of Jrnperial rnunifi{'CDce, for long ~(;'rviC't> 

keep' an elegant and 1,()!;pital,le taule, and i' vi.ited by person. 

of the lil'>t ,"'p<ctahilily. The late unfortunate king of Po

land. du~ing lu~ re-idt.'nce, or rnthcr incarceration, iu Pt'l('~ 
burg, lett a melancboly l)]easun' ill quitting tJlt' phantom of 
royalty, which mocked rather tban collr.olf'd him. in the paJac." 

of Sjlx.flWl m~b1e. to pour the ~Iltrf'rin.!-,"S ()f hill: afHi(1:< .. "<i lfli~ 
into Ille brea<t of the frank. cordial, and ingeniou< En/(h.h-• 
ma~l, in thi;; abode of privacv . 

'fhe pleasure-b'l'ounU; are vcry dega,nUy di"iH).<Cd. I!\Id, "'. 
'!fe passed the little t,icell palisade which separate. thellll'rom 

uu~ 




