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the kitehclJ gal'dell. W(~ oolltempLaterl, wid} vJeWour.e. the fa

vo.".';t~ ""at of l'atl""ine the Great that h .... p"",,,,"te<\ltscIf: 
it WI", a lon~, t""tpful gard<>u lIOpha of irou,inkrlace<l, painted 

gI'<'P"; 'lOd ,tood under the hnlndl'e$ <if an oak. Here .~e 

uSl'd to take tIer ('offee i and, upon tlli::i Vt'ry ~t. ~he gave 

I'rl\3.1c and uun~tl1\iucd audu:.nce to tlH.· late King ofSwt:'den. 

] aiD (·nahlt'<i. ti'f)m~ indubitablt· authority. to state, that the 

agi.' of f'athf'TmC wbf'n !--hr: expired was M"Vf'Jlty-fivt'. although 

three vears al'~ takf'll from it in tile caleudal'. 
• 

As wt! c.l~nded a liltle ~)ill )C from Catllt~rjne''5 t<tcat, we 

pa.%ed hy two hirch trees, f(·vered hy th(' sU})(:rJ.itu,u", n" .... 

sinn,. 011 O1Cl'OUllt of their havinq I"cen. wIth a Hurd oj tLf' 

saliJC ~1)1 't.:IC~t PJ't':K.'rl't.J, wm--n tile morass in which the) SJ't.' " 

was fin:;t convertc~ into a g'drUcn. aud the vegetable patriarch ... 

of the place ~ we ,\ cre gravf'ly tolu that, when Paul dit~d, the 

(IIJC which is niis~illg pt'l'isJK.'<i from e.H·('~~ivf' sensibility_ ] 

Uf'vcr knew hcfm\', that' llutul'f' haU endued. the lurch \lith 

acute f;'~ling!': 1 rememiM:r, at ~hoolJ it was W:bllitted, liem. 

COft, that it had the po\"{( 'r of t'xc:itiIlg tlU'nt. 

TIlt' first room we 'ent<:rt.~d tcnl'Q til€' ganlen, Wa!) the cele

brated hall in which Prillce Potemkin g'dve the m""t gorgwus 

and coslly cowltaimnent t'vel' rccordC"d !>inCt' the da~ S of..Ro-. 

man \'()luptuolJ:t,flL~: I am not able to commuIli~ to JIlY 

t<'ade", the ide-d. Ivbich !hi!! liI)Ormous rovro cllt'ite<l. , ,ff a 
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ragau were -to Ix' tr-.. m~portcd. into it ill hi~ !;h'f'p, wli€'n he 

awoke -he could ·not ' fail of tliiuking that hi' had UUliCl'gOllC 

an apOtht>~"i, anq. had.,. heen (..'Ouductcd to "the haliqUelll lg~ 
room of J.upitcl'. It, was built aftf>r the una. ...... istf'ti dc::.ig·J1 of 

Pot.emkin.,l and tUliteS, to a sublime COhCel'tion. all the grdCt"-i 

of finio;hed ta.rtc. This prodigious room is supported hy 

dOllule rows of colossal doric pillan-, opening on one !o.i<i( ' into 

a vast pa.~il!ollt composing the willter-ganiro, '''''hich I I'aw 

prepa.red for t IJe Emperor, "ho r(:'~idf>S Iwrc for a ~hort time 

<,yery year, ju')t Itt'forc I len. Pct('f:')lmrg, This g-ardcu JS ,,'f 'r\' 

('x:renslvc: the trf'f''';, <'liicfiy orauge, of all CllonnOm, siz<\ are 

h\.Hlk in tile tarth ill tht:ir tubs, and arc t'lItjrf>iS' co:'t'(\·d with 

fine mQuld: th~ walks ure gravellt.'(I, \1 iuti and undulate iu 

a vpry ilclightfiJl manner, arC' nt':ltl~r turfed, and linPd w~." 

l'OI)('~ and other flowers : th(~ '" hole of the pnviJion is Jig-htp.} 

by loily Wllldow::,: from th(~ ceiling depell~1 St:l 't'ral Olagniti

,, '('nt lu~t~ of lh~ richc~t cul g:la~s_ 

I len', whibl the lH)lar wililer i:- r(}~iUh ,\ itholll, ( 't)\ 1'J'illg tIl!' 

world ill whitt·, .. Uld harth-uing the earth 10 Ulurhh,; \\IU"II 
• 

water to"':"l'J ill tilt: air dr{lpl:( tlown in ic('; tUD)' be: N't'U till' 

~uljage. :md iulialftl the IragnuJt'(', urall Arahi::u j 5r.f O\( ', til th(' 

sof\ and benign ('iilfJatc uf au ] tallall ~priIig-, Th(' lIu"\ l'lt~ 

lU)d ,vol:uptuoui5 luxllrl<lrl1cc of thi~ 3Tt:t'1l ft..'1.rc ... hiuH ~pl.·ttad('. 

seen thtoug4,a (:ulouuad~ of ma..;~y whiu; pillar:-, aud rt-dupli

'oateU ' by vast ruirron;, ~ fuatchlc'~. lkhH,t'n tll~ C()J lIlnIl'7 







ngings, forniture, and de-

corations, have been re~ positeO in ntagazin s. In 
one of the rooms th re i t of uperb 10 ires-,: every drop f 
gIns in· Which may be t in motion by cl~k-work, conceal d 
in the ccntre, wh n it .presents the ap ceo a little cas
cade. The' theatre, which has been much r 

It may not be unint.eJ"e,tinrt to give a 'Vf1ry brief description 

of the entertainm nt hich I have befOre aU uded to, as I re

ceived it from Mr. G uld, ho contrilluted his talents to au • 

ment the ri h vafi tY ,of that resplendent festival: oori after 
Prince Potemki~'s return from· th conqu t of rim Tartary, ' 
tlllder the influence of a iJoomy prepossession that it would 
be the last time that he shol2l~ ha e it in his power to pay due 
honour to his imperial ben £actress, he resolved upon . viog a 

lquet,'which, in modem'Europe and Asia, sho~ld ha e no 

paral 1. What the expences attending it amounted to, w re 
never kn wn, but' they m t have \)pen prodigiou. For -
Yt'ral ntm pre' s to the gala, the most distingui bed arti ts 

·were invited rn distant co~trjes to assist in its comp) tion. 
ou me was designed by the ~tinc , and so vari us 

vast w re th part " that not one of the ;' assistants 

··WWll!'.~~~ any . vi(lus idea. of the whol of it In e g -
~'-'I_ of preparation, the following allecdote, that proves 

of PoteIDkm' mind, is fated : He h 



u tr r, and 

arti thad 

th forma.l . appearance in Wa -

worl ; th critical ey of thi ' ri thou h h has been 

t rmed, aud in SQme "instance ju tly, a pI ndid barbarian. in 

jved eficiency of grac in the attitu 

and rdered die sceRb"e ~ inclined: til arti t retired t ' . . 
another room io chagrin, and -. lain d, '" Thi great savage 

than I ha.ve, who have beeii brought up ' in . 

" the lap of th Arts. " Upon giving another direction, th 
ani stared, and remo trated upon the normous sum which 

it would cost: " .,\Vhat! 



a.ftd servants, in the most cOStly 

dres..~, and magnificent liveries, The orchestra exceeded 

six hundred vOall and instrumental musicians, and announced 

the ntran~e 0 the Empress nd her court, richlyaUi , b 
a grand overtUre and chorus, which reverberated through the 

.colonnades and saloons. Potemkin conducted his Imperial 

visitor to an levat chair glittering with gold and diamonds : 

mid ray b tw en the columns were boxes gilt with pale gold, 

nd lined with gr en ilk, filled with ~pectators in gala dresses. 
The fe ltivity com men cd with a ance of youth of both. c. , 

-babi ' d in whi ,and c v r d with 1 arls and jewc]s, at th 

heael of whom were the present Em.£>pror and th grand du 

Constantine hi ' broth. fier the dance, and th mo t c stIy 

refre'llIDcnts, the party repair 1 to the theatre, at the otl~er 

nd of the palace, where au occasional p~ ce, composed in 

honour of the Empre '5, wa performed, in which all the 

powers of imring, acting, dan inO', dr , seen ry, and d c ra-

tions, wcr (li 'play d. pon th conclu 'ion of the dra,ma, th 

audi nee ro , and a if impelled by mao'ie, the b nch J 

touched b s 'ng ', n)ov d and [oro1<.'d into table and little 

len were almo t instantaneou ly covered with th 

iands, .erved up in gold and. ilver. Th urtain again 

a hall of mirrors, from which desc nd dO 
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Imost e,,' ry region, splendidly er.v d in gold; 

and t th h ad npon a thron gilded and glittering with 

pr dous .'ton s, sa th Empress surrounded b h r com1, the 

mo t brilliant in u h W re th arrangements in 

thi pI , that very on uld e and b n. In the colos--

uI hall wer pr ad table fiU d "1 h d Ii aci _ and th most 

c . tly win ", and at th hc d of jt w a prodigious massy ci ~ 

t .rn of 'olid silver, containing ,terlet sOlll ' which is said alone 'k 

t have co t. ten thousand nlble. . During this spI ndid Te

p t, in v ry r om th ofte 't mu ic w heard, which rath r 

nliv ned th n r trained the curr nt of conv rsation. U ni~ 
v rsal decoruUl and hilaflty pr vailed; v ry" i h wa antici

ated, ev 1'y en was gratified. 

The banqu t was followed by a ucce ion of magnificent 

exhibitions, and the Empre s did not retire till · midnight, A .. 

he proeeedtd to h r carriag , it ,"va. ob. erved that she ap

pc~ed much affect d by the h mag which had been paid to 

h 1', nc ased, perhaps, by the tcnder remembrance of d -

part d hours; and a he turned to bid the })rjncc adieu, he 

could care ly support h rsclf: at thi touching moment, Po

t mkin fc n upon hi kn s, and cover d her hand with his tears I 

and kis 'S: it was de tined that he should never more. behold 
h r ,under that roof, and hi. miud se med to be fully~_.,. 
of tile idea. A short time afterwards, as he was ~~M~ 

from Yassy to Nicolaief, he was seized with a "·,-a'( ~~P1' 



• which It is supposed was produc d by his ingular irrcgul~ 

rities; he. aliO'ht .d from his travelling carriage, uppo d' by 

his ni ces, with difficulty reache a bank on the side of the 

road, and xpired in th ir arms. Hi rem' were interred 

with magnificent h nou , at Cllerson, on the banks of the 

Dlli p r, and a splendid mausol urn was raised tb his me

mory by the order of her czarian majesty. 

\ The dislike which Paul ever bore towards Potemkin, prin-
# 

cipally OIl. account of his bein the favourite of his imperial 

. mother, induced \the Emperor, durin the dreadful su ver -ion 

of his mind, to order the body of the Prince to be raised and 
I 

exp sed, and the mausoleum destroyed. A lady whom I 
met, arid who, as obliged,. during this fearful period, to ~akc 

r fuO'e in the Crimea, b held the ruin of the tomb, and the 

remains of the Pririce expo d to th bird of th air. 

To what trifl do many p I on ow> their el .vation : 

temkin' indehtcd for hi · honoUI n and fortune to a fcuth er. . . 
In the revolution whi -11 ~v the late · mpre 01 1->0 ', 'K' n . 

of the throne, he appeared .at the head of the I 'mailor gouatd , 
when Potcl'Dkin, a young oHic r in the cavalry, perc ivin(r 

that-she had JlO fc ath r in h r l)at, as she appem' d on th 



obtain d glory. The cru 1 fair one ill ~ cted him, notwith. 

stanruog hi scar and honQurs, b arne viol y smitten with . 

an' u ly old man, whom he mam d, and hated fOt ever after. 
. , 

Potemkin very r qu ntly refused to· pay his tr~desmen: it 
is said that a v ry celebrated ' ren h veterinary professor went 

from ienna to Pctersbur(), for the purpose of curing a 

. b autiful charger, t1 at had been pr ntcd to the Prince by 

the Eml eror Jo ' ph II., and which "as so ill that the me
di al w rl f P tersburg had given it over. The Profes or 

built a tablc for the animal upon a particular construction. 

nd. after th IDO t ~ncessant attention ucceeded in restori!l~ 

it to health. ,\Vhen the ho :.doctor waited upon Potemkin 

with the joyful new , 'and expected to 'be profusely paid for 
th heavy sums of money which he had expended, and for his 

time and skill, he as forbidden the sight of the Prince, never 

could him afterwards, and ney r w ~d: yet notwith

,standing these occasional acts of avaricious dishonesty, and 

although his property was estimated at nint! millions of rubles 

. in cash, forty. .. fi e thousand peasants, besides 'two t)eI_ihS~one 

0{ seventy-five" thou d rubles, and &Dothe of thirty tllott!ail<i 

rubl , for his table, such W88 his prodigalitY that 

quently In inteJ he used to 



Prince requesteU him to travel in hi 'carriag ,wbich frequ ntly 

occurred, was obliged to put up with th roo thorn ly fare, 

which Potemkin, always irregular and c ntric, gen raUy 
preferred. At a sumptuou entertainment, where every rarity 

of cpicllrism invit d the appetite, the Prince b' been known 

to order a raw ('arrot, or turnip, and ine upon it. 

I must relate the followin little anecdote, and then I haye 

,done with Potcmkin. On day, in the course of their jour

ted at &nder, in Bessarabia, here, whilst the 

Prince at dinner, Mr. G. rambled about the neigh

bourhood, fOr the purpose of di covering the . te, or rcmaips, 

Of ~ of C~l XII. of weden, in which, on the 

~~{ •• i~f February, 1713, he and a few fQllowers madly bade 

~.!uo th wh~le Ottoman army, after having been re 

entreated to leave the dominio of 



After a diligent search, with the assistance of 

the nati es, tbe Ellgli~h gard ner discovered the ruiI 'w~lich 
the eccentric pirit of the .. 'edi h King had rendered so in

teresting, and exulti~lgly returned to the Prince with the in

telligence, who e. ciaimed, with liberal joy, H the English dis
H cover every thing," irnmediat Iy proceeded to it; 'and, after 

regw:rung it remain with a very lively sensation, ordered the . . 
house to be repair d, und partly rebuilt, and a garden to be 

constructed round it, ~hich were accordingly done, as a ~onu

ment of his respect for the conqueror of N arva. 



GROU D IN ltUSSIA--NATIONAt. BATH -A NEW SECT

HOW CUSTOMS VAR.Y-A l'ANACEA-VISrr TO THE E fl'EROR'S 

GREATE T FAVOURITE-A RECIPE POR REVOLUTIO, 1ST -WILD 

DOGS-THE MARBLE CHURCH AND PASQUINAnE-ACADEa.n OP 

ART-A TRAVJtLLEa.'~ ClVILIZING ID~A-A. ROW TO KAMMENOI 

OSTROFF-l)ELlCACY AND GRATITUDE-,BRAVERY AND GENERO-

• 5ITY OF GUS AVUS III. TO HIS BARGEMAN-AN ELEGANT A'D 

GRATEFUL COMPLIMENT-RUSSIAN MUSIC-IT . 
LU.N EARS AND COWS-FOREST ON FlaE. 

DURING my stay at P te burg, I paid eV'eraI vi its to the 

country houses f the nglish merchant on the Peterhoff road, 

where tl y liv in gr at legane. In the gard n of one of 

them, I trod ,,,ith delight upon Briti h grouiltl: an ardent love 

for his country had indue d the hospitable owner, at great 

pence, to bring a qU~ltity of Engli h ballast from Briti h ships 

to cover his walks with. E ry gard n js fumi"hed with large 

swing , capable of holding tw per on tanding, and one be

tween, sittin. Of thi diversi n the Russians are very fond. 
A I as roving in my fri nd's grounds' I heard the cry of 

some hounds in an adjoining kenn 1, belongi!lg to a Russian 

i~t~~".~~~14~WIlLll: the nobility ar very fond of the ports of th. 



C!l mCl1 ~Ol~~~:,t;02'llish 

sporti bli 'hment ~t G aving assum d a t?I~rab]e 

shabby ~r ' no difficult thing for a traveller at any time to 

com~and, for th ptq:pQSe of qualifying oursel VCR for th ap

proachiI g seen and to prevent the su picion 0 mpropcr mo

,tiv '; Wi proc eded to the' great national bath on a Saturday, 
which em to be a purifYing day every where. 

OV ra rnL rl w'Ooden path, by th ide of a lQng 
wooden all, we hal at a hou ' built of the Sam materials; 

which torm tile grand entrance. Here, upon pa: ing five 

, from a hole in a dark shed, or magazi~ birch 

f' leav on, a band poked out onc of them to each 

r U " which w tOok, without at the tim kn wing for' what 

purpose they w re to be used. On the entranc on each ode 
we stal~ of blll(;k bread, little pi :I quass, and liqueurs. 11\ 



• ar near Q riv r th plun 

them lv in the n w . . 
I opened the d r f th v~pour-l' tn, in which I 

not continue aoo e a minut , and in that time a profuse T

'piration cam over rri . Th room was capaeiou , women and 

m 11 weI' pil d one above anoth T amphith atri ally; til va

pour which fill d the room, and gay it th atmo 'ph r of a 

dig ter, was produc d from water being thrown upon a gr at 

number of heate<l ton s, ome of them ~ d hot. In thi 

place, to a 'i,t tl e cause of) rspiration and , ashin , th .y 
e 'chan ~ the little t ncler' and delicate office of fl ring, 

soaping, and rubbing acb oth l' down. The Uu -ian in this, 
as well as many oth '1' cust m., b ar a stroDI}, analooy to th 

Grecian. bee n , uch i ' the effi,·t of habit, al' . 1-

dom producti r f lib rtini In, v n amOllO'st the mttivcs; to 

v ry 10 ign r th y cannot fail t h otE n,' j n~ and r pul 'iv , 

If a painter wi he: to delin at.e a 'UtI', or "n any ] art 

of th fiO'ur~l 1 t him 110t go to a Ru. sian bath f ram de1. 

My uri'ty \'3 " soon sati,'h d, 1 vi~it d n oth r part of the 

building, and right glad wn. I t quit this di' u ting 

Thel:l c th,', h, ," r, which Hr t b· f mnu in ew'r r ilJag<", 

prove that th Ru."ian· ar naturally d ~ll. Aft r th . ab· 

luti 'hirt and ~lufts ar ~ put II fiJr Sunday .. 



each oth r i their cu oms, and h w fr quently they rev rse • 

ware upon th subj ct of bathing, I capuot h Ip 
mentioning that, I was walking with some nglish ladi 

in th umm r Garden on ev oing, I saw about sixty m n 

Rnd women do in m~ Iv in a small canal which runs 

from h Micha 1 i palace. Public this 

flpcctacle was, th re R em d to b I the ffi ' t perfect inno enc 

am ng ' all tll parti. n man was v r d if 0 that l 
sh uld how well hi i ~ could wim; and a Poli h ervant 

in waiti g sui , ,ith eat naivet', to ne ~f our ngli h 

ladi , (a v ry amia.ble and n ibl w0Il?-an, in who ~rvice 

h was,) "Mada 1, ~h is a fin ' at there," . pointing to one 

upon the id th water," where you can h ve an xc l-

Ien vi w, and th . mann r in which th Ru ians swim." 

Their manner is m what curiou ; th y wim. if a dog 1 ad 

taught th m. A I was 11 day walking by the ide of the 

nal which run ' b fc r tlLe pera-bou, I saw two young, 

and I think may add, modest women, king shelter from 
• '1 he fonns of th Musid9ras 

x, tl~n any which I had' b fore. 



R"EAT FA 

you art) 16 II at cpurt, it i 

pr -j ed with tbi truth, I r 

of hi ' Imp rial Maj ty. gacity ,"~as {' traordinal' ; 

n 'id ration to xt rior him If, nor minded 

it in others; and, mor ov r, a ' his re jd 'nce was in the nejO'h. 

bourhood f tIl bath, I maue up m mind to avail m self 

f hi liberal n tions, and , k an audience with ut rcturnin 

t6 my hotel, a distanc of three mil at least, to chan 

dr '. Alth ugh, with re 'P ct to the ppea n 

vj itors, h was very accommodating, yet I found him, lik ~l 

courtiers, inacce sibl wi~ho t a bribe; and accordingly, tiie 
honOt~r f' beinO' introduced to him cost me omething, it is 

useless now to 'a what. ,V it not ingular? pon "'nlr.,. ... , ... ,... . .o.:.r' .... ~ I. ' ..... 

his apartm nt, which wa "cr loft, found him heavil 

ironed by one 1 g, and guard d; t, trang as thi api> ar d, 

I was rejoiced t find, for hi , chara t r tands v ry high, tha 

h was n t in disgrace. Th persona I am peaking of'\ as 

hi Maje ty's L phant, who was at least lev 11 feet higb, and, 

lik hi Imperial master, majesti, t Taciou'; and though 

fi arfull armed with power, mo t discr t and ntle ill it · 

u . Hi e tabli 'hment con istt>d f a faithfhl Persian, who 

receiv d and repaid his affi ction . 



dIS 'HIEyot:S EMI 'ARlE " 

.'peie.' of Hllimal in oth runt. i' by a vrut baO' of hard fat, 

\ hieh grows [rIft th rump. A I was r turnill from hi, 
cl phanti ' maj sty, a &iemlof miue I oil ted to a Itu ian who 

Wa cro 'sil g a bl'i~lcr , and infor ned m that som y ars 'ine 

11 w of th leading 'hamct r of a 

x nd d mal r war 1 f happine s to th who, crO ' iug 

th g t d ign of God in CI' ating man, d [rive l th m, elv 

of the comitY!' th fath l ' of milie: again t 

tb pr adincr fanatici 111 of the. moo. trous vi -iooari , which 

aimed a h radical ex incti n ofociety, 'ath rin 11. di

r ctcd a prou)p and ded~h' Uow; th . of it wret h d and 

d Iud d fi How . who ar knO\ n, ar brand d, wher ver th 

appear, with pu Ii, d ri 'j 

- Catl~ rin put down a et tiJ1 mor 

foLlo":'?g whimsically wi mann r, saved h r p pIe from the 
ao fill contagion of Fr neh prio ipl . During that r volu

tioo, which port nd d ruin to all the sacred establishm nts of all 

nati IlS, when in England Pitt trampled out the brightening 

em r, and saved hi country from the d vQuring flames. , 
a FOllP of ~ jschi \'ou' mi "lfi~ from Franc arriv d at 

P tersburg. and b gao, in whispers amongst the mob, to 

persuade the poor droshka driver, and the ambulatory vend

er of honey qu ., that tbron s we~ only to be considered 

as stooL", and that they had as much right to sit upon one 0 

tb m as their. empress: Catherin , concealing her real 



heQ i ,availed hi r. 'elf of th pow rs with which he was 

cloth d, vithout 11 dding a, drop of hI od. "'he knew ridi
cuI t~· , in able hands, a powerful weapon, and re Ived to 

wi Id it upon th pr nt occa i n. On evening the polic 

officers were ord red to eiz all the illuminated apo tl of Ii. 

be~ty, and b ar th m away to the lunati asylum, wh re the 

. Empres h dir cted that their heads hould be hav d and 

bli tered, and their bodies w 11 scoured by aperient m dicine , 

and kept on meagre diet; thi r im n was continued for four

teen day, ",h,o tpeir confio m nt tenninat d. The com- . 

mon Ru sian had heard of their fate, a~d really believing 

that they had been in 'ao , negl cted deserted . th m upon 

th ir re-appearanc in the city with s heads, hollow eyes; 

and sunk cheeks, and all the striking indications of a rec ntly 

bewilder d mind. If thi mild and in eniou proj' ct had 

fail d, Cath rine would have let loose all the en r y of p weI', 

and for thi purpo e he rapidly caused to be built that t 

difice, now til ed f4 r th . marine barrack, ~hich she d tin· d 

for a state pri n. 

The transition from revolutionists to wild dogs· is v ry 'im

pIe and naturdl. About three verst on the left hand sid f 
the Zarsko Zello road, i a wood infe ted \\;th the aniIhal~ . 

T~ this plac d horses, and I the rank garbag of the 

a Ru ian stomach car-mot r li:h, 



, 'we went to th 

aint Michael, wh r , I have rela d, th last 

rio hed. As Paul had pr' . . 

rial mansion in hi h hi mother deli ht d, I 
ity minut ly to ex.amine a palac of his own r a

. ddition to what hru be n before l) rv , the 

has an animating appear

hewn gmnit , that reI' m ] s a 

e from th great 

perspective throu h the riding-ro m and office , i :ry hund-

me. pon th architrave is wTitten in Ru s cha! ct rs, a 

it as tran lated to m , the following sin ular motto: H May 
u my hou ndure lik t)1 Lord's." Th us ian observ, 

Ith tlleir accustomed superstition, th t th number of I tt 
f tlli inscription correspond with the number of Paul' years, 

• . and that oui of them an a agra.m may be composed, denoting 

th h who raised th building would peribh by a vi lent 

death. The interior is v t, but very gloomy. Th cham

stripped , of their furnitut and 

which lodged in th cabinet 

hich remained exhibit d le 

doors, some of bich we~ 



\,artoutl-OOl llf d gla " and Ii bi gilded; 

llper.b: We saw ill r III ill which the 

rei n peri hed, and hi. privat tair-case befo 

All th room., ex ept thos which were used 

cupi d by rson b 'long-in to the crt; amon 

lVIr. Cameron~ the imperial' 'architect, has uper 

apartments, those which wcre fonn Tly oc upi the pre. 
'ent rnperor and Empt· fore they usc nded th thro 

e of which is a fire-place w i h had been encro 

j weI. To th· til te and 1U f this ntleman, Ru sia i 
indebted for many f her beautifUl archi ctural obj c . 

phyry, and jasper, at an immen cost, ha a v oopper dom 

. gild d, and i . the rno t magnific nt place of wor I,lip in Peters

burg; yet, after all, it has a very 80mbre appE'.arance without. 



mperor, &c." 

"In morbll should thy mother's mem'ry shine; 
In perishable hrick and plaster thine." 

di c vered, knouted, 

had hi no tril ' torn, and was sent to iberia. Upon the ac
,ion of the pre nt Em r r, application was mad by hi 

friends for his release, whi h was granted, and a mi erable mu

tilated wretch was resto to ~o who could with difficulty 

truly rna nifi nt, being n

tirely coml mo t preciou ib rian mal'bl . Near 

the altar was an elegant pUlpit, the. only on that I saw in 

an f th Gre k churche : it was built by th ord ntof the 

la~ Empre , who was d irou ' of enli ht ning h r p opl 
t ir faith by devotional discourse . 

Th Academy of Arts i an enormou ,pile f quadrangular 

brick building, in the T r • ili-O troff. In the ' council-ro m 

we were sh wn a b autiful old n m da! of the h ad f Paul, 

by tli pr nt mp dowag, , .. :hich at once pro,," the 
taste of h r mind, and the pow rful affi ctions of her heart. 



du a el, and maintaiucd, at th 

aw om 1> omisinO' ,forks f art; but, stmnge to relate, they 

Wet prin ipally con incd to th oun' r artists: the tree looks 

healthy toward. tit roots, but weaken as it spreads. I could 

not heJp 0 rvin r, that m t of the at u\t tuden were OCCU1' 

pied ill painting vhole and half length liken , , of the Em-



ball of architecture w're om . quisite .model ; 

many in cork, of RomRn ruins; tit principal were pr li~ 

gious OR of •. to Peter.' at nome, which entirely fill d a larg 

)'oom; it dimen ions adm~tted two of u to tand ur d r i 

do ,and another of the kazan. In th . hall of tatuary w 

w ~v ral tud ntf at their occupation , who displayed con

,iderahle ability: there wer here some beautiful 

Canovre's tatues, many of which ar in Prin e 

S'''Uery. The adjoining r oms to this were fc r th 

modati n of th ngrav 1':5 and medalli ts~ 

Th late Empre s lswi.'hcd normou sums upon thi In 1-
, .. 

tUtiOll, hi 'h, if it d . not ultimat ly ·h th perfi ction of 

:imilar tabli 'hmeut, in more genial climate, will at least 

have the merit of haying mad' some advancement. Aft r 

the profu' ma nificcnce of Cath rine, add tl e thoughtle s 

wast of the imperial trea."ur during the hort r ign of his 

elisa t1'6u. pred ces!OOr, Al andcr has most judiciou ly contlned 

himself to a ca 'OU and scrupulou' xpendituT. Ru sia is 

unquestionably much indebted to th g niu and spirit of the 

lat Empre ' ; but it as impossibl that extended civilizati n 

could be the fruits of ber CO!\tly cultur. In f"clising magni

ficent pala '~ h raj so many monuments to h r mem ry, 
which at first lurpl'ised the common RU$Sian, but nev r in

formed him; and, in doing so, she too much n g~ the 

If I dare te the !P01 w 



the spirit Of civilization -hould commence h~ o~rations, I 

would p<?int to th . hovel of relied trees, where the mok 

is u throu h th same hole which admi ' th light: amelio
rate the domestic economy of ' rude and abject 1UJture. Take 
ca're of the peasantry: the hi her classes are pretty nearly the 

same allover the world. The reverse of this plan will ev r 

present the hideou - spectacle of a voluptuous and viciou no

bility, and of a people corrupt fore they are refined; or, 

in the Ian uage of a shrewd 0 rver of mankind, (I rotten 
• 

" ere th y are ripe." As fur as my observation and informa-

tion e t nded, I -houl conc iv that the civilization of Ru sia 

would be rapidly promoted, after the removal of that most 

frightful and powerful of all check, sia'Dery, by i proving 

the farms, by e tahli&hing coIl ge for the education of those 

who are d tined to the priesthood, by reducing the number 

of holidays, by instituting rewards for menial inte rit at the 

el,.d of a given peri , and by preventing parents from be.
tl'othiuO" th ir female children before the age of con.cnt, an I 

contrary to th ir will. 



, the a err young lieut .nant" 

""""n,,,ple, Admiral Creu e, to atherine, ho was at that tim . a 

the pala f 1...arsko 7~10, with an account of th.. c.' ful 

of bel fleet. or four days and ni hts precedin 

Emp taken no t, and but little refr hment, 

ater part of wbich time she bad passed upon th beau.-
the hs of porph ry; listening, with the 

, to the dibtant thund r f the cannon, ¥hich 

so tre that vera! window i Petersburg w re 

hroken b i s concu ion. It j said that, anticipating the last 

. aster, h r h ' and ca,njages were ready to cony y her to 

Mosco. Y Ol~ Elpl: instone arrived at the palare late at 

uj bt, i h' nghting clothe~ 0 ere<! with dust aoo un

powd r, and AA" II ly fatigued ith long and arduous duty. 

His di patches we instantly a.rried to Ule Empress, who Of

d 00 .. ng to giv the bearer refreshm nts and 

reqlues~ that be mi ht on no account be di turbed. 

,me85el1~ uauea hi if of her gra£io B;Dd 
q 'tted 

adVlIilDOed, ch!riug weh 



retary, 

menCed ncbaDting conversation, in w1iicb compli .. 

mented the gallallWY and many naval achievements of his 

family; and after pr~ing upon variou topi for anout 

half.an hour, abe ·d, .calling him u my n,"" ow J t U 

II pro<-.eeci to business: I e recei ed the diBRatches, which , 
" have afforded me jnfini~ satistaction; I thank you k)r your 

Cf bravery and zeal; I beg you ill describe to me the ~ 

U jtion of the ships," which, as aptain E. explained, 

j~jcated with her 001 upQn a leaf of her ~ket-book; and 

he.gav him her orders to too ommander in Chief: 
presented him ~ith a rouleau of du~ a beautiful littJ 

F~och watch, and, although very young, promoted him to 

th rank of Ca~n. 

It as during this battle that the edish monarcb be-
haved with hi aceu tomed di~tinguished gallantry : 



l?ar wa." board d by t nem , 

th eu 'hion of which were preserved in th apartnpnt of, 

Iphinston , in th marine barrack, as trophies of 

ar and of humanity. 

w('oi:h fleet h:ld retired, th~ . -

lant and v nerabl dmiral r u 1 who c mmand d th 

Ru ian fleet, paid hi respect ' to hi . v r ign. Owing to 

the orpulency of the Admiral, the narrow pIalll floor of. 

the pr .' nc - 'hambcr shool' with his w i ht, which th h ro 

, marked with some littl' humour, to 'Cath rine, wh 11 he 

turn thi trivial clrcumstaQc."e into the following autiful com

plim nt :_f& My bray Cl' u. , wh vcr YOll 0'0 you il1ak the 

" urth hak lInd:r YOll, and y ur enemi trembl >," As w 

row d aJ ng we pa. Sed _"enu national bath, from which the I 

p pIe precipitat ly i' 'ued in a stream of pe pil"ation, and 

plun )'ed int the river. They regard th tran ition: from ex

ir m h at to xtrcme 1<1 a condu iv to an invj l'atjon of 

th fi-ame. • turned lip the littl vka. w sa, v ral 

. b autiful ountry hou, and grounds : th hat au of lount 



the whole had an Ajatic appew.ilnc . 

plea ur bar)' with twelv row rs, COy red with a; rich awning 

from ~t III to tern, p d U', in which , as a lady of rank, 

amI a littl yc110\ humpbacked f;'{llalc ideot, who had the 

good fortune of being her pet! The Rl ian nobility, wh th r 

from whim, gcnuin compw ion, or uper. tition, I know not, 

are uncommonly fc nd of there littJ , irkl" , shapeless, blight d 
beings: uniting man to monster, and apparently formed uy 
Heaven t mock the proud presuming nature ofthosc whom 

he has made after his own imag. The imperial chateau j 

small, has a terra. i front toward ' tJ)e wat r, and a wood be

hind.: as th Emperor was her we" did not attempt to see 

the inside of it.. but I understand most of the rooms are for 

use and comfort only. Th Empr s , who is <!.ll of th mo t 
amia Ie and the hye t bing that ever wore a diadem, hurrj s 

with d light from the gaudy tumult of a court, to veil her ' If 
in the tranquil 'hade of thi" , q~ ·ter d place; and th Em
p ror Khibits th same loy of priv~lC '. I there no moral in. 
th ir ch . ~ it n t point to th , pot where onl 

happinc s is to b ' fbund ? 

We went on board one of the imperial yacht'l, 

ve el, th tat -room of which was most legantl fittea up. 

oon after leaving arrunenoi-O. troff, w p . d Qunt h'o.; 

ganoff' gardens, which are prettiiy laid out, and mbelli b d , 

ith the customary decorations of hillock " ru.tic tempI .,: Ul'-



te on unday to the public, wh n th walk ar 

v ~ry mu h crowded;, and re8embl " bu in miniatur , tho' of 

en 10 n arden. u: n out return, w row d again t th 

am of th eva a' on i erabl way, and float d down ,. itlt 

it, for th purpose f ,nablin ur oatm n to take in their 

ars, and aflord u a pecim n f Ru. ian 'voc I m~ ie. Tit ~ 

faced each other, and ~t ery clo to' ther, and up n a 

ignal bein given, th lead rang a little song alone, which. 

upon hi' striking a tamhoriu , all the party, teadfastl zing 

upon ~ach ther, join d in, and althou h th ir voic s at a dig., 

tanc fr qu utl pr<xlue an aO'reeabl harmon" such was 

th hriUn on th pr nt occasion~ , that I could nth lp 

thinking th ~ncluHion of tll song by far th ~t part of it. 

, I aptain E. ,vas lying in hi ifi!!1lte a few years since 

off Palermo, he invited a party, in which w re t Italian 

prince , to a marin breakfi 8t, durin which the latt~r ~ 

qu ted to be indulged with a nativ Ru ' It t:,u , th fame of 

which had reached th m; th sailors, who w r " mble 

unt -

rs, and 

, with 



it t I was upon a 'vi. it at the hou f my mu -h re~ 

51 cted and hospitable fri nd John Venning, E q., I d ge-

rally t be a vak n d by a cow-keeper, collecting, Orpheus

Jik., his cows t g th r, by a very long pipa, fi'om whi It he 

produced orne train by no means unpleasing. Th dress 

and attitude f this fellow, with his in trument in I is mouth, 

• re mbl d 'v ry much s me of the figures ~hich I ha,'e n 
• 

upon trusean vru _ For two or three day, whilst th wind 

w northerly, we· were much ann yed in th city by a den e 

smoky atmoSpher , ari ing from a large fore ,which had been 

burning for several ay, about thirty versts from P burg: 

to prevent the spr ading of thi terrible c nflagration, two r -

giments were march d to the spot, who, after gr t ex rtion, 

by felling trees and digginO' tr nch , ~ucceeded in impeding 

its pr re s. Accid n · of tm kind are attributed to th re'-

action of it en ea fi'om the dry 

which i fr quently found upon it. 



VII. 

TER PALACE, RERMl'U.GB-PLAYXIl8 :A. ]) CO" 

VERNME T CAR,IAGES-CONVENT:DE DEM018BLLlll--tN8TA)J(

~lq'Y OF PORTUNE-GBNEROSITY I A CHILD-THE ·POUNDLI.NG 

HOSPITAL. 

order 0 0 e ments with punctuality, it ~ ne .. 

~""1:1~ that Q tta 1 to' watc hould be s t by the clock of the 

winter pala , which i the un" vice .. regent in P ~bur , and 

. inly ot reign than that of the Ho Guards in 

U:m on. learn thi pi of important infonnation, as 1 
pr d with a party of frietld to th Hermita e; not the 

J:tlatt d cell of an anchorite, but a ttl! nificent modem ~aee 

built b th la mpress, and connected y a light e1egant 

ith an bormou m t)f building, called th winter 

. .' 

oed, and consisting of a basem nt 

floor, a grand and lesser story, supported with Doric columns, 

and adorned with halu trades, and an immense number of 

statue , many of which are said to be excellent, but as they are 
associated with the chimnies, their· beautie are not di ernible 

to gazers on the ground. This pile was built by the Empress 

Elizabeth, is grand from its magnitude, but very beavy: 
• 



· "HE HERMI'fA E. 

What could induce 

and el co t palaces ip . UT r by the nam the Hermitage 

I cann t im gin ; not 1)1 re pI.' po t rou ' would it b to hea 

Windsor Castle d no inated th tltshell. I 
the banks of the 
still magnificent, altho?gh much f their rich furnitur 

been remov d, and are embelJi hed with th Hou h on 

oth r ,choice collections, to which arti v fre ac to 

copy. One room was entirely filled with om of th fin · ,t 
producti ns of Vern t; there i al a eat number bye. , 

nier. Upon the ill floor with th i 'ture gal i , vbi h; 
with the tate-room., occupy the second tory, i ' a paciou 

cov red wint r ard n, 1~1 with orange tr , an forei n 

sin ing bird, p ning into;,t umm r ,gard n upon th top of 

th palac, in whi h th re i ' a autiful long v 11' d walk, 

lin d with hrubs and lar graceful bire tree!;, wh root'I 
should think mu t hav for me time tltr aten d to make th ir 

\ way through the ceilinO' fth drawing-room bel w. Th whole 
's adorne ith tatue, legant soph8$, and t mp1 , 

and on each id ar m gnifi nt llerie. ]n th cabinet of 
I , as much p'leused with 

3A2 



POTEMKIN~S PEACO k. 

a Russian boor's farm-hQuse in wa.'f(. Iu th music:, 
room adjoining to tIri are ome large and admirabl ,pictures. 
by • neydcr, representing fi h, fowl, and fruit. In th cabinet 

of jewel there is a rich display of all sorts of jewelry; and 

. among t o~her , under a great glass case. are the eel brated 
mechanical p acock, owl, cock, and grasshopper, of the ize of 

life, which was made in England, at a vast ex pence, and pre

. ented by Potemkin to the hit Empl'e s. The machinery is 

damag.ed: the cock, mount d on a tree of gold, no longer 

crows, nor hoots the ow), nor does the peacock spread his tail, 

at the expira~~:m of the hour, hu~ the grasshopper still skips 

round to denot the m ments. This animal is nearly the size of 

his mor a imatcd brethr n in Russian Finland,which are said 

to be an inch and a half long. The w re also seyeral ivory 

cup., the {ruits of the ingenuity of Peter th Great, whose ,'er

satility was such, that' apparently with equal ease, he could 

bend from the founding of cities, leading armies into the field, 

and fighting battles, to building boa. s;, turning wooden spoons 

and platter., and carving in ivory. Hapha I's hall, one of the 
galleri . running parallel with the gorden, is u~rbly pai'nted 

and decorated, and has a fine collection of minerals; its inlaid 
floor is uncommoply rich and exqui ite. . . 



into a private apartment below, and ,vas 
reason assigned was, that the Ru sian have a u rstitious bor-. . " 

ror of death, and that the ubj ct was the strangling of the 

erpent by th infant god, it was on that account unpopular. 

Upon our return through th ro m, ve went to the court 

th atre, connected with the Hermitage by a gall ry oyer all 

arch, which crosse a cut of water from the eva to the 

~ 1\loika canal. The space befor the curtain is filled with at 

risipg amphitheatrically, and the whol , without ~in large, 

is legant. The perform rs el'e reh~arsin at th time: af-

. tetwards, a we w~re quitting the palace, my curio "ty W' " 

excited by a number of Imperial coaches, pr . nting a grada

tion of qualities; some were tol rably good, 'orne habby, and 

others very old and crazy, to 1 hich must b added a very 

long vehicle, such as is u d in England for cony ying ,vild 

beasts, havin four horse abr t, aU drawn up b fc 1'e that 

part of the palace wh rc tIre theatl'e L situ at d. Upon th 
concIu iOI of the r h arsal, the players descended: thc ' tra

:redians and nted comedian 0 'cupi d the bett l' carring t 

the low c medians the mor ancient and d fective on , and . . 

the horus- in rs, to the amount of about thirt,. skipped 

into the 10nO' coach. and were all driven to th ir 'p tive 

home. The.:e maclrin s are kept f4 r th sole servic of th 

players. 



VE. T DE DEMOI ELLE • 

rai d b Cathe' II. for Gre 0 . 

allotted; by the late Em r r,. t,?- th 

01 nd: . j uut f gre 

1 • om d with column and pilasters f he sam . 

st n , of a brown and reddi h colours. Tile b lu trad of 

h balconi , and tl e frames of the windows, .ar of bra 

richl gilded. All th lendid furnitu nd m veable u ~ 
hav n moved, and tl wh now occupied by 

belon ,iug to the ourt. 

f the gracious orders of the Empr 

ct, w vi ited v ry interestill institl,l

ti n und r h imm diat pr . ction, ttl Con :ent d De.

moi 1 . Tl i Imperial minary, which has 110 equal in 

ur , co tain thre hundr and eventy-two youn ladi 

• ()f nobilit ; and two hundr d and fi lty dau hters of ~itizen ., 

Ther. i a1 anoth .r in titution under th roo, called 

hat 0 Saint 0 therin, in hich t re ar n hu red 

1 inferior rd ' of nobili . 

. Th nobl,e youn ladi 

rench, Italian, drawing, mu . c, 

ogra h , embroidery, d every othr elegat t pur uit, T 

dau ht.e of u [ul 



THE DIREC'l'R~S. 

mg is like a t town; it wa formerly occupied by the 

mon.ks of molnoi. who have b en removed to accomm • 
much more u 1Ul and 1 v ly members of society. In the 

centre is a va~t neglected chu .b, sutmounted "vith Q dome in 

the centre of ~ur small cupolas, all of copper gilded. This edi
fice fOl!Ds a venerable and prominent fe;lture in the city. We 

were receiv at tb grand wtt:ance by some of the officers 
attached to the establishment, in full unifc rm, a dre' which' , 
wom by all mal persons belonging to Imperial in titqtioIlS, 

00 a<!count of the government being military. We were 'first 
. ,conducrted to the ~itchen, where we saw and tasted a sample 

of ·the day' dinner, consisting of 'excellent up, boiled beef, 

vegetables, and pastry. The you!lg ladies are divided into 

classe' of age, and disti guisbed by brown, blue, .and green 

-and white dresses. In the first school we were pr nt to 

her Excellency Madame Adleroerg, the directr o . the con .. 

vent, who appeared, decorated with 1he order of aint Cathe .. 

.. . rine, a lady of great beauty, and elegance of d portment; h r 

mind: and character were explained by the mile and looks of 

affection which every wh attended her., as we proceeded. 

throu h the school. In the sick room there \V re only three 

Ftients, who w re most tenderly at~ended by the proper 

nurses; the nam " age, disorder, and treatment of the in 

, alid, is inscribed upon u little tablet fixed over her head to ' 
• 

the back of the bed. The dormitories 'Were remarkably 
neat, ~d even elegant. ome of the. little girls sprprised us. 



ANECDOTE. 

which the had attained in drawing. 
the 1 ngin to the con -ent, we wer , at.. 

tended by the pri t in hi full rob ,who ·h wcd u a rna -

uificent c p of gold studd d with jew Is, u ed in devotibl~ the 

"ork of the "mpress dowager. 

Th mortalityamon the children is very inconsiderabl ; upon 

nn a erag only t 0 die annually out of eight h(mdr d, unle . 

after filling up of several vacancies, occurring at th~ same time, 

when the childr n admitted,trom the provinces sometime bring 

eli a ,,;th them. In the blue class we saw an instance of . 

he mutability of fOltune, in a little gi 1 about el ven years of 

ull'e, the .Prince - the grand-daugbter of the lute King 

. of ]>oland. In the di persion of the famiJy she was left desti

tute. Her moth i', in a fr nzy produced by the dethronement 

of her father, threw her on, a child, fi'om a balcony into the 

tr t. and dashed out his brains. This orphan relic of an 

auo t and most unfortunate famil)r, w say d from actual 

want b t11 humanity and u eling of th Prine Biroll, with 

.whose daughter he is educated in the convent. The youn 

rincess Biron, in the blu ill s of h r -Ia' und rw nt an 

. millation in rench and writing in our pre nc. and ae. 
• 

. quit d h If with infinite' cr dit. In tIl gre 11 and white 

c1as.Q, where the eId t ~Toung ladies are, ,,,e w re nterlain d 

with . orne y ry delightful. Ru' and 1;rench airs and chonl ' 5, 

accompanied by the I\arps~hof(l. 



In the in~titlltion of aint atherine, under the direction of 

. Madame Br dk ff, an elderly lady of distinguish d talents, 

nd • : etncss of dispo ition the {oJlowin little circumstance 

curred, which will Pi' ve that the Ru' ian mind whatev r 
• 

may have been said of it, i u ceptible of fe ling and gene-

ro ity. In this instituti n, which i supported by the Emp 

dowager, ~ limited number only of youn ".ladies are admitted, 

free of ex 'nee, by ballot; but others are received upon pay
. ing,;IS it is t nned, a pension. At the last admi ion, two 

little girl", the eld t not xee ding t n years of age, the 

du.ughter of a na'val captain, who in. thi country is noble, the 
hth r of alarO" f.'lmily. pr "en d them lve .. , and drew, the 

one a pr.ize, the ther a blank. Although 0 YOWlg, th Y 

knew that fate had, in tIlis manner, resolved upon th ir 

ration; tlley felt it, anti wept. Another young lady, to whom . 

th next chance devol" d, dr w a priz , and observing the 

di tr of the si ters, without holding' any communicationn with: 
their parentsl or with any 'other p tsOD, pontaneously ran up to 

the ludd ·littl girl, pr nt her with· the tick t, and lead .. 

ina- her up th directre ", aid, II .., e, fadam, I have 

U drawn a priz , but my p pa can afford to pay the pen i n, 

." and I am ur will pay it f( r 111 : pray JC.t . one rho is I ss 

it fOltllnat l1jOY t lC g od that lIa hal pen d to me." Thi~ 

el ar inlJ' an dot w~ i mediately r ported to the Empr . . ~ 

XI r d til hin'It t ddight, and paid, out of 

I ion of the little benefactres • 



t ,th ,n re of 

it nd 

enter soci t 

in th onv nt: in addition' to hich 

it ob rved, that very month, or 0&, f, th Y ha e a. 
public and spl ndid ball, ' which is alwa:~ s crowded by peopl 

f fashion, tIt ir relation or friend ', "ith wbom, upon thes 

occasions, t y ha e unrestrain d. intereours. At Easter, and 

'other festivals, Ly the rder f th ~ mpress-dowagE'r, th y take 

a. rid round the city to see th div rsion of sliding down th 

ic ·hili , Of the various fe tivities ineid nt to th oeca ion and 

son. The Empre s-dowager takes great leasure in visiting 

thi jn titution; and wh never she a 'ars, th oung people 

r, to kis th . palm of h r h nd. as if she were 

. h<>ir ommon parent. In other countrie there may insti-

'tition upon the'sam' principJe, but not on th same rnng

nitud ; t . e th sovrei n thi,nks he has di char ' d a SP~ nelia 
(lut if he allot a sum of money for itS support, without se inO' 

its ppropri on, or ch fishing the e tabli hm~nt, by hi 
Emp~wagerJ the Emp , and 

rial naIly and 



cow to organize an in ti\ution tllere, similar t9 that 
•• 

Cath . ne' , the Empr SS-dowa cr, during her !1p~cne , took 

.oos:scssion of her chair, and dischflrged flll h~ lunqtions. . 

• 
It is jili great pleasure I m ntion another instance of . 

munificence of the owager Empr , in ;lD establishment 

Called the Inatitut of Marie, which is \ -holly qpported out ·~ 

her private purse, and costs one thoqsand five hundred po~Q.ds 

per annum. In tliis seminary, which is under tlle able difec;. 

non of Madame Luky. fifty-six girls are clpthed1 rpaiptained, 

and educated in • Tench, Gennan, Ru s, arit;h~etjc, drawiog, 

.a;nd embroidery. In the latt r, th young pppils have attained 
to ueh a high state of per6 eti 0, that th tate dresses of tl 
Imperial family art' frequently made by them. t eight.e n, 

the (air elCves are provided with re pectabl situ tion in en
teel families; or married, when a little dowry i pre l1ted to 
th m. The qualification required for the admi . J1 of a 

pupil i. D t th t 'he hould have intere t or fri ,hut 

tha.t he h uld b destitute and j1'iendle ' ! The wh Ie r -

mbl d aI, gent I, and happy family. :Vh tl 

inll' up th 

s1 W 0 ' dew. 



to the fOUD ling-hospital, ono of 

tensive and 'uperb l)l~ildings in th r . id nee. ~ 11 thif.l 

tablishm ntt six th u 'a d childr n" the ff,~pling of . hame 

r mi ry, are r ivedt and prot cted.- ublil 1<1 a! but 

let us examin whether th nd f this reat and ben volent 

design i answ r d. Th hilch n ar clas. cd acC.tording to 

their aO'e: in th first rooIl} we seve . 1 little Creatures who 

had b n J ft one, two, or thre , day b fore, at th office of 
secrecy, wher the wr tch d motl or at night, if nature will ad.. 

mit, vith a trembling hand rings the bell, resigns her child t9 

a porter receive a ticket of it number, and in ag ny retires. 

h n \V n n:!u a larO'e room ~'he the nurses w re . uck,.. 

ling the inran , the r suIt of our nquiry and observation, i 
which I was much indebt d to a v ry intelligent lady, who was 

herself a moth r, and who accompanied us, was that, although 

the n s, g nemUy the wives of boors, ,vereexamined by sur

geon , .and bath .d upon theu admission, yet many of them dis-
play d the effi t of invincible habit, and w Ie very dirty, no.. • 

withstanding the gr ate t vigilance and car to k p them 
cl an; and, as many of them had nur u their own children 

n or eight mouths b fore up n wr ·11 d far , th ir milk 

was n itbe.- ricn nor copious; a circum tunc 'which w 
vi ib1y proved, by the eagre and \Jnhealthy app aran' of 

Th difficulty of procuriDg . d quate 

at ind d; and with a sl,lff;cicJ t quan" 

.~~~~. ·ible. Th mat. 



· • out of tw thou an five hundred infant, l'ec iv d th pr-

c ding yerut, fi h ndr d l'i hed! Th c nelu i· n . plain. 

Whil t th principle of this infant ruylum i unql..l ~ti ill hly 

propiti l1 ' t lib rtini 'm, it pr nt con tituti n and on rn 
are ung- nial t population. If thi stabli hment were upon 
a 'malleI' 'cale, it rnio'ht po ibly au wel'; but, en ive a it 

" is, it rn to ov rtep its bject by to laro- a .trid , and to 

count uance ap OpiHi n, that th cau of, humanity nd po

licy would be mol' fficaci u ly promot d ev n w rc n th r 

barrier oppo d to infanticid than nator nnd th law. 

rep at dly b ' rved tba th boys <.lid n 1 ok 0 h althy as 

th ryirl, which may b owing to th na u and hou :s of t ir 

lab ur beioO' m ~hat great r: ind cd, eight h u toil i · t 0-

mu h for b T of tend r years. Th gard n v ry x-
tensive: w th r saw a r creati n whi eat favourit 

with the y unO' Ru ian . A broad flat b ard, about j ht 

feet long, was plac d centrically over anoth f th sam iz 

and hap : a irl, about fourte n or fif!: en ars fa, t od 

at on extremity of th upper ~oard, and at th oih r nd two 

small r irl, wh , by alt rnately pringino- p, t . <l a h 

th r to th h igl,lt of fiv, or. ix fC .t, fi· m w~ch th y d -

~ nd d with unc mm n 'kill and teadin . A g ntI man 

of th party, at the great hazard f hi~ n ck, un uc c. ~fully 

ndeavour <l to partake f the pastime. From the window 

of th Foundling-h pita}, in a que tered part f th ci , 

w saw t1 e top of a privat lying-in hou , wh r~ nly to ( 



fc rtunat in bing at Pet r 'burg durioO' two great 

of national f tivity: th nam da, as th Uu 'ian eall 

it of th > mpre owao' r: and the nuptial of one of 11 r 

r., the Grand ud , < aria, a b autifu} and amiabl 

nn ' , about v nt .n f age, to the ortly son of the 

r ignin prin of :"tax W cime.r, a y unO' man of tw nty. It 

was th wish of tll mpl't's -dowag r that h , V'entl .:hould 

eel brat d 01 th sam day. Thi marriao. , unlik the 

se ' rc poli whi h tate r mony imp 0\1 ueh OC a 'ion, 

in other countri ,lad b n pre d d by a curse of att ntion 

and t nd 1'n for two years pr edin', during vhich period 

tlJ oung Prine bad resid d with the Empress-dowao. r, who . 

1 Y thought with hake l.>earc, that 

-" Marriage is a lnatter of more worth 
. Than to be dealt in by attorneys1)ip. 
For what is wedlock forced, but a hell ; 
An age of discord, and continual IStrife? 
Whereas the <ontrary bringeth forth bliss, 
And is a pattern of celestial peace.", . 

. . I went with a party f fri nds 

t area for which 
ded up the grand 

room • to an ~part 



'O{le~'o n mov d froll?- the Emp 
1 n Ii of ma -hal and tat · officers, 

ying with nch other in the pI n ur of th ir .... A ,...''''''''~ 

peared the Emperor, in a plain uit of gimen al , 

th Etripr dowager th band, th Empr 1 in a u rb 

om h wo 

h n followed th 

lord a d ladi cl 

alkin by h' sid th for

f th 

high rank1 nd in h r 



• 
commeue d an 

d towar '. th c 1Il

hefor tIl allar, 

arehbi, hop, and her family, and the procc sion re-

t n~l d. I n th do 'C of the ceremony a rocket was d is-
~har cd ft· m the gr nim errace in front of h palace to-

ward e\'a, wh I di charges of cannon aI Hounc d th 

happy tidin/;) to th pcopl. About two hoUrs afterwards a 

• .'pi ndid anquct, for th whole court, w rond 

marbl hall, a room, accordin to my own tepping, two huu~ 

dred and fut f4 t long, and about forty f thigh, ha,-iI o' 

h d gall rie for th 

imm di
Imp ' rial 

" and to l ~ 



TIJE, 

tng his right hand co r d with a napkin, rv 
• • 

rial dinn r: a nobl band of music pIa cd, an 

QI w re sung y ~ distino li 11 d 'in~r" hi h, on a count 

of th astn of the room and th fr 'qu nt r arin of 

th' cann 11, w r~ v ry .. imperf>ct1y hard. Wh n th Em. 

per r ro and dl'ank fi Ii ity t th> youno' couple from a vas 

of g Id, ~f my i 'ht err .d n · t, a t 'ar b dimmed the ye f 
th 4 auti ill brid . urin th banqu t one of th pr ", 

' fr m xce.iv acitation, up up n h r l' be, which 

h 'turn d with a most 0'1'3. ion mile. In the hall w r 

~v ral runnin footm n who have the privil o' ofwearinO' at 

all tim . and in all place ', tIl . r cap and f th r. With r at 

difficulty we reach. dour carria ,thr ugh r om crowded 

with c okR, .and a O'}'<:'at Dumb of aHor ' ill th ir b t dr . , 

who, upon tm cion, wer . as i ant . ullion. WhiL t w 

w r at eliI ner at th hotel, w rived ante fJ m out' am

basSc'1.10r, informing ns that th Emp ror had appoint d half 

past ix o'clock in the evenin for our intr ducti n to him, 

PI' ViOll : to the' ball: till honour, at ~lIch a ti and 011 :u 'h 

an occa 'ion, \ve were told, was again t th II 'ual tiqu it of 

the mi, and therefor th lore flutt rillg. ' or time 

1 for th Imperial fa nily apr ar d, th bility r tired from 

r ntati n was t{) tak pIa ; th > name' 

of our party arnot nti to i, of WhOI f ur wer Enl')'liHh, 

.. w re giv n to the Em} eror b r 



PRE E TATIO • • 

1 n th foldin ' doors opening, a procession si

mi r to that in th momill comm need; when the~Emperor 
appr a h d u . th -whole halted, and the nnt. calling each 
b hi nam, introduced u t th mperor, the Empress
d , 'aCl'er, and the Em , b whom w w re very gracio ly 

ree ived. ~ n Italian 11 hI man, who pr . nted with us, 

fi 11 t th feet f the .. mperor and nd a oured to mbrace 

hi kn which the 0 reign recoil d fi'om, with a look that 

indicated how little a manly generou mind, like hi., could be 

gratified \vith uch rvility.After this ceremony, the proces
sion, whic w f; 11 w d, n tu t. Geor ' , hall: thl mag

nificent apartm nt, mo rich, though not 0 vast, as Pot mkin's 

halJ, is entirely . d d with arious coloured gold, and illumi

nat d by a profusion of richly ilded lu : on each ide 

were (roUeri crowded with ' ~tators: on either side of the 

umnd ntra ere two enonnous milTOrs, rising above some 

. qUi 'I ' tutu f alabaster; and at the end, raised upon a 

fli ht of s ps, tood th throne. As n as the Imperial ~ 

miJy nt red, the band tru up an quisitc polonaise, 

which i. th r a figure promenade than a dance, the weather 

b in t hot fc r uch rei: the Em peror led out the 
brid , and wal oed to th tim of the music, the rest of the . 

Imperial family the Court:, amounting to bout forty 

couple, followi , up and down tb room, forming curves, 

and ,·arious This CQntin 



• 

'PREAD A D ALT. 

hour; a hort tim ~fore it xpir dJ 

through th favour of Madame B-, to th 

brid ahti brio groom. 

vers, we the bride's jew l~, and a 'ervic of 
to her by her auf n, t filmiIy, and a Iden sal 'cr ontainin 

IOllf and $alt, which, accordin to the Ru 'an cw:;tom, i pr 

nted by the Empr s-dowuO'cr to h r dau ,hter on th' ni -b 

of her marriag ,ju t bet' re she unr b : it j int nd 0 ex

pre s her wisl ',that a the connection b tw n par nt and 

I child is dissolved by marriage, 8h may never want the com-

forts oflifi . 

Th bed was a tate one, th hambr of th 

Prince were placed on a stool on the right /land ,~ide, and 

the lippers of the Prine on th left. Heav n I thou ht I, 

what a .trange country thi i ! th po tilions rid th ir hors 

on the wrong ide, and the hu hands sl ep on th wron ide; 
but the r mark wa no sooner made than r m v d: it d , . 

not accord with th eli 'nity th empire that an rine 

uod r Haven 1 uld take h ri ht of a rand Duch f 
Ru' ia. II'm n had touch d the tapers vith hi ' t r h, and a 

band of m rry-I king pr tty irl, dr d in ;yhit, and 

orned with flowe ,wer waiting to re ive the happy bl'id , 

and let 100 - th virgi z n. A I quitted this bower of 

d n I Ion ed to lea e hin me the followin beautiful r -

cipe for pre rYing love: 



LOVE' RE IPE • 

.. Cool as he warms,,and love will never cool : 
Then drop into the flame a tear or 'two, 

hich blazing up like oil, will bum him through. 
Then add weet looks, soft words, aonle .igb~J no pout, 
Ana take my word t tlame will oe'er go out." 

~ 

In the vening the city was magnificently illuminated: 

th hou f British mbassy shone with unrivalled de-
nc and pI ndour, A we rode up th va, after sup-

per, we w re uncommonly gratifi d by ina the whole of 

the fortr , down to th wat r'g dge, illuminated, which pre-

nted a pectacl th mo t brilliant, and completely no el, I 

ever beheld. Our bargemen again regal d us with one of 

their mn ical 11s. the f>ffi ct of which was en r ased by the 

addition of 0 tamborine struck at random. In the evening, 

aft r the nuptials, th Imperial family went to the opera, when 

the theatr was uperbly illuminated" and the court sc ne 

were d" play d, which presented the fme t pecimens of scenic 

ainting I v r beh Id. When the Emperor was about to ' 

leave hi box, tl peopl luted him with the most ellthusi-

asti applau , with which b was vi.,ibJy affected. 




