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the kitchen garden, we contemplated, with pleasure, the fa-
vowite seat of Catherine the Great that here presented itsclf':
it was a long, tasteful garden sopha of irou,-interlaced, painted
green; and stood under the branches of an oak. Here she
used to take her coffee; and, upon this very seat, she gave
private and unrestrained audience to the late King of Sweden.
1am epabled, from’ indubitable authority, to state, that the
age of Catherine when she expired was seventy-five, although
threc years are taken from it in the calendar,

As we descended a little slope from Catherine’s seat, we
paséed by two birch trees, revered by the supesstiious Ruw~
sians, on account of their having been, with a thurd of the
same speotes, preserved, when the norass in which they grew
was first converted into a garden, and the vegetable patriarclis
of the place: we were gravely told that, when Paul died, the
one which is nitssing perished from eacessive sensibility. 1
never knew before, that- nature had cndued the harch with
acute feelings: 1 remember, at school, it was adwitted, nem.
con. that it hud the power of exciting them,

The first room we ‘entered frony the garden, was the cele-
brated hall in which Prince Potemkin gave the most gorgeous
and costly entertaininent ever recorded since the days of To-
many voluptuowsness: 1 am not able to communicate to my
readers the ideas which this enormous roum excited, - . If a



WINTER-GARDEN. 338

pagau were to be transported into it m his sleep, when he
awoke he could -not fail of thinking that he had undergone
an apotheosis, aud had_been conducted to ‘the banquetiug-
room of Jupiter. 1t was built after the unassisted design ol
Potemkin, and unites, to 4 sublime cobeeption, all the graces
of finished taste. This prodigious room is supported by
double rows of colossal doric pillars, opening on one side into
a vast pavilion* composing the winter-garden, which 1 saw
prepared for the Ewmperor, who resides here for a short time
every year, just before I left Petersburg.  This garden s very
extensive: the trees, chicflv orange, of an enornous size, are
sunk in the earth in their tubs, and are entirely cm_rerfed with
fine mould: the walks ure gravelled, wind and undulate in
a ﬁary delightful manner, ave neatly turfed, and lined wit}fg
roses and other flowers: the whole of the pavilion is lighted
by lofly windows: from the ceiling depend several, magnifi-
cent tustres of the richest cut glass.

Iere, whilst the polar winter is raging withowt, covering the
world in white, and bardening the carth to marble; when
water towed in the air drops down in icc; may be seen the
fuhage, aud inhaled the tragrance, of an Avabian grove, in the
soft and benizn cinnate of an Ttalan spring.  The novelty
and yoluptuous luxuriance of this green refreshing spectacle,
seen through a colonnade of massy white pillars, and rédupli-
cated by vast mireors, is matchless, Between the columns,
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’mon,ks of Smolnoi, who have been renmd to accomn o
much‘more useful and lovely members of society. In e . 7%
centre is a vast neglected church, surmounted with a dome in
the centre of four smaﬂcupolas, all of copper gilded. This edi-
fice forms a venerable and prominent feature in the city. We
were received at the grand eéntrance bysomeoftbeoﬁcen _
attached to the establishment, in full uniform, a dress which is -
wbm by all male persons belonging to Imperial institutions,
onacoonntofthe government being military. We were first
' conducted to the kitchen, where we saw and tasted a sample
of the diy"'s dinner, consisting of ‘excellent soup, boiled beef,
vegetables, and pastry. The young ladies are divided into
classes of age, and distinguished by brown, blue, and green
and white dresses. In the first school we were presented to
her Excellency Madame Adlerberg, the directress of the con-
vent, who appeared, decorated with the order of Saint Cathe-
- rine, a lady of great beauty, and elegance of deportment; her
mind and character were explained by the smiles and looks of
affection which every where attended her, as we prdceadecl
through the schools. lntheﬁckmom&mwmodythxee .
patients, who were most tenderly attended by the proper
nurses; the name, age, disorder, and tmutment of the im-
vahd.umscnbed upon a little mhletﬁqumher head to
the back of the lnd. The domm were remaxkably B
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vo thousand five: humired infants recewed hvtTic pm- g

ceding year, five hundred perished ! The eonclusion is plam

~ Whilst the
propmous to liber :
are ungemal to populauoﬁ. If this establishment were upon '

pnncnple of this infant asylum is unquestionably

Inism, its present constitution and economy

smatkr scale, it might posmbly answer; but, extensive as ¢f

s, lt seems to overstep its object by too large a stride, and to
countendnce an oplmon, that the cause of humanity and po~
licy wou\Tdbe more eﬁcﬂtﬁously promoted even were no othg;
barriers opposed to mfanhcide than nature and the laws. - We
repeatedly observed that the boys did not look so healthy as
the girls, which may be owing to the nature and hours of their
labour i)emg somewhat greater : indeed, elght hours toil is too
hnch for boys of teuder years. The gardens ware very ex-
tenswc we there saw a recreation which is a great favourite

thh the young Russmns A broad* flat board, about eight

Je

feet ltmg, was placed centrically over another of the same size’
~ and shape : a girl, about fourteen or fifteen years of age, stood

: at one extremity of the upper board and at the other end two

smaller girls, who, by alternately sprmgmg up, tossed each
 other to the height of five. or six feet, from which ‘they de-
qpended with uncommon skxll and steadmess A genﬂeman ¥

 of the party, at the great hazard of his neck, unsuccessfully

~endeavouredm partake af the pastime. Frorp the wmdows;
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" the room where the presentation was to take place; the names
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Jing his right hand covered with a napkin, served the lmpe-‘ A

‘ ;nul dinner: a noble band of music played, and several fine
_@irs were sung by a dlstlngmshed sinfer, which, on account
- of the vastness of the room and the frequent roaring of .
the cannon, were vervqmperﬁectly héard, When the Em-
peror rose and drank felicity to the youhg couple from a vase
of gold, if my sight erred not, a tear bedimmed the eyes of
the beautiful bride. During the banquet one of the pages,
~“from excessive agrtatlon, spilt some soup upon her robe, which
she returned with a mmt gracious smile. In the hall were
several running footmen who have the privilege of wearing at
all times and in all places, their caps and feathers. With great
dlﬂiculty we reached our carriage, through rooms crowded
~ with cooks, and a great number of sailors in their best dresses,
_ who, upon this occasion, were assistant scullions, Whilst we
were at dinner at the hotel, we received a note from our am-
bassador, informing us that the Emperor had appointed half
pasi six o'clock in the evening for our ntroduction to him,

;p’revious to the ball: this honour, at such a time and on such
. an occasion, we were told, was against the usual etiquette of

t thc Court, and therefore the more flattering. A short time

“before the Tmperial family appeared the nobility retired from.

| of our pmtyamounungto six, of whom four were Engkah,
were,gwen to thg Emperor by Count Sh ne intro-
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