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" l'REPACl:. 

to so hasty,a narrative; though, for tny own part, I bhall 

.alway~ reflect .... ~jth great satisfactiou on the adventures of no 

journey during which] enjoyed the pleniOurc of the society 

of my fri~m:I Mr. Legh. one of the most enterprising tra

vellers of the present age; and who lias the merit of having 

been the fir1>t, since thc days of Norden, to pass the fOf> 

mid able barrier oflhe cataracts (If' Syenc. and to demonstrate 

the practicability of penetrating into Kubia, a country where 

&0 JUallY cunous discovencb still continue to be made. 



VALUE OF RUSSIAN AND TURKI~lI MONEY. 

A ROVBLI: contains 100 coJx:cks. According to the nitE; of exchange 

upon Lonfion, Itt Pctef~uurgh, during the winter of 1 ~ J 7, 20 roubles 

.wcrc gin>n for 9 poumt sterl ing. 

One roul/le in l>ilvcr lit that time equalJt'tl ill value four rouh'es of the 

dl!preciatcci 1lB.l lCf. The (lullnut)' of bilvu contnined in till' silver rouble , 

8ud consequcutl)' its value, have undergone very little ,'"r jlltion duriug 

tile last cemur)' -. 

F ... . m ~ I'a,,,,,~,,, In a 'I",,<h m",I, "y [.o,d ' C'a,Io, I" ,n lh~ C%~ , AhHy ~ l l<.h ... I,>

~1I. (16"4), " ",,,uld .... <lIl. ,,<" .. · .. ~I. ,,,,I,,,,, 11" .. I", an "t'u' H' )". c.1cllbuon, th .. , .. 

very It"'..c aoo .lIn',,' IIICr<'d,hlc ,hll.·",..;. ~"S!c(l kt .... ·,..th< 'I"at,my"r ,,1<,", III 

• oollbl~ ,,[ ,h"t pcr",d, and ", "II" '" II,,· <1.1I~ "r 1', ',T 1['" ( :",al, th" .. ~h ill<' ""r, •• 1 "f 
IIml am,"mb...-ar<dy to (nrty yn" T h., .,hle.! "f lh~ n""",on "I Lon! Carh~l ~ '0 

d,~ <-Gun 0' MOKQ'" .... iii !,"'~Ut~ 11,,- ,,-,WllllOn of II", ronunl'rc,al 1""11,,8'" 

k<rnl~.ly r 'IJ"yMl b~ Ih Lnslo ;h In,>rcilanb a, Arcb~ ,,:;:d, bUI 01 ... J,,<I'lh,) b .. <t btt" 

d'-p, .. <"d h~ c h~ C .... , on cJ." .I' ,~t"'c oc 'h , ".lI"""A been "noh,oJ on d,e ",bt,lh<ln 

ag' ''''' (;10 .. 1,,> I •. TI ... C/~r' J',,,,,ou.l ) u~fCfn",,,-~1 n,>I 10 ~ r .. ", ,h~ ""1,,, .. 1, u..:'<1 

~ . .. ry ars:~ m(- nl (t. ",'ade 110 ,' ' IUt'Sl"''', ",_,I .m",,~.1 oljta dlflk .. lues winch ,,~ .. , 

th rown In 'h<' " . y, mad.' .. '''-",and nl dn (',lrd'''S .. m )""" I .. ",,, Chdd .. II" of \11",1, 

II,,, """10 . ...... 1". ~k. In 110,- f"Un .. ,ns \<"0'1<, 

.. J h" I"':o() "np<'''I~I, ... umn,.. '" Ih~ J:" .. ",' 1""1« nl ('h"'ol""d"n", I" ~.h."'ce 
~ Ihe . udd"", bl-mg I lIldY naml''' ,,, yny. ' I la"~,,y M")01ly , !t-" It ... ,u,.tJld )"",,1, ,,' 

I,h'~r, 10 th .. 'Rluc " f . bo. " c 11"1'1) hu"dnd tI",,,,,,,,d rubl"". " ... ",>\ d<'m~·,,<I ... 1 n" 
purl""" 10 Ioavc a I'"-,,,,t In M n)' Ih.- 1',"" 1");,,,, ~nti by pr"p<I>UI~ . 11 In'p' ... ,h,I", 10 
~( ...... .,h>.t " railonal."_A R'/;II,,'" Q( '1 '1",~ 1:",6.1 .. , .. , I' \! j O, 

Rut " pou<l = ~) u" nu",." (36 It", U(l)nlu!,,,,,) ~U:h (Onld''''''g: _l~ loll .. 

= 1280 L,~ hs )( 3 = ,I MIoO ".Iu\mr~s, N"", ,, ..,,,bI,> = ti l <>f 6,1'2'0 ",(,,",,, k.; 

tbl-rdo",,, po"d = .:;;. = 6'n ro~J.,I ('" ('()nor:'« ' II'Il, I), l U,OIlO l",,,d, = 6,Qi O,OOO 

"""bI ... , IDllud 0( only 3,000,000, Ihe " 01"'10<', m~nl 'u"l'<1 1>)' Lo.tI (;a.h,k. It I. 

probablf., Ih" fl>f; ,..,. Ihlll Ih~/'t' "' a grrU blUhd"r ,n We cale ula""n "e 11,8 a,,, t.-dor • 

... bt<:b bit> ('OO~lIcntly IAkeo frutn bi, .rgultl"nt more: dial, OfIP balf BIn. fore", 



V, Y ALUE Op nUIISIAN AND TUR K ISU MON£Y. 

•. d 

'Ibe silver rouOle of Peter the Great ..... .. . = , 3 

Empress Anne ..•...•••. = , 6! 
Elimbeth •.•........•. . , 5\ 
Catherine •..••... ... ..• , II 
Emperor Alexander .. . . . . = , 

A Turkish piastre contains 40 paras. Accordinj( to the rate of ct

change upon London, at Constantinople, in ISIS, 28 or 29 piastres 

"'ere WI-cn for a pound !>tcrling. 
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MOSCOW-ITS PltJ;S F. ... T STATE-THE KlIEMLT,,-i,;xER{"IR-JlAU5-

»ONUHtNTS o. MI~I" AND POJAnSKY-FOIUIER CONFLA(,.RA

TIONS 0.' MOSCUW-M1LITAlll HO'PIT.\l.~-QUIT MOSCOW

TOULA_ORI':L-THE DA'IEPEK -"-II:.W-THl.: U KRAlllo't:-oU1ol'AN 

CmSACKS- OLWJOPOL-:->OV-POyBO~AHI- THE DNJESTER

KICHE'NAU-TIlE RIVER PRUTH. 



.lOU RN E Y. 

THE imr~erjal fumily had occupied for several weeks the 

palace of the Kremhn, when the Qumerous balls and fetes, 

given to celebrate the reviving splendour of Moscow, wcr€' 

:;mJdenly suspended by the melancholy new~ of tht' neath of 

our lamented Prinl'I'SS ChHriotte. At this gloomy IIllJluent 

we rcaclled the ancient capital of the Czars; J had passed 

some time amongst its (uins three years before, and was now 

to witness the almost iftcredible efforl~ of Russian industry 

in repairing the devastation~ of tile cR mpaig n of 1812. Early 

i~ the morning of the: 4th D~embcr. when the curtain of 

the kibitka. in which we had travellt.:d from Pctt;rs~urg , 

was drawn aside, and we ventured to thrust our heads 

through the congealed breath that coated and stiffened the 

hairs of (tur bearskin pelisses, the moon's cresceut was seen 

illuminating the gilded domes and grotesque turrets of tllis 

immense city. It isjustly observed by the author of " A Re
n lation of Three Embauietl, performed by the: Right Hon. 

!' 



4 JO~' ll~'I:r }' UOM ;llOSt:OW 

Before the conflagration, which cammcnccJ on the 

Sd Sept., 1812, the houses of Moscow were estima.ted 

numerically at 12,000, but under each number were com· 

prehended two, three, and sometimes c\'cn four, distinct 

d,,'cllings . The greater part were of wood, the r{,5t were 

huilt of hril'k, ("rp" with "'''1'1'0, uf tllf" whole nUlIlber, ';t 

was cak'ulated that llinc·tenths were comulllct!. The 

quarter of the tOWIl, called the Biclgorod, {tht! While City.) 

was preserved by the exertions of the Frl'lll:h, and the 

Kremlin, where Uuonaparte lived, rClIlained untouched, 

till the morning of the 23d October, when sc\'cral parb of 

it were destroJed by the four di~tinct explosions, that 

annoWlced the'ilnal departure of the enellly. 

" By the two first explosions," say~ l\1r.Jam('s·," part 

.. of the walls, and one of the' towers lowards the river, 

" were destroyed; by the third, the church of St. Nidi!).. 

" las. and the f~ur great bens of Moscow werc blown up 

.. with tremendous violcllCc; at the !lame mOlUcnt, thc 

.. lot\y tower of Ivan Veliki, the 6111t of the CzaN. was rC~lt 

" ffom the top to the base. The fourth ~hoek was by far 

.. thc most dreadful ; tbe walls oftbe arsenal, which werc 

" upwards of three yards ill thickncss. with a part of tile 

.. gate of St. Nicholas, and several adjacent pinnacles, 

.. were at once blown into the air; a concussion succeeding, 

•• that shook the w,bole city to it. foundations," p. SS6. 

,. J outrowl or a T Utlt in Guml n,.. Sweden, RUJlia Poland, ke. 



TO (;OSSTANTISOI'r,r" 

In the !Summer of I B14, when 1 visited l\fO!COW, III 

company with my friend, to whose full and accurate 

detail~ of that evt~ntful period I have nothing to add, 

few of the marks of the dc\'astution, which hl' ha~ descrilwd, 

had been renlo\'ed ; but the scene was now greatly dlHllgcll , 

within the precincts of the fortress every building had 

been renovated, The ElUpre~s Mother occupied the 

bel hoge of one of the chief palaces, and the standard 

of Alexander wavetl o\'er the former residence of Napo

leon, The rema ining lllell1ber~ of the imperi;d fau1Ily, 

with part of their numerous sui tes, WCI"(~ acco llHllodatcd, 

as well as the confined apartments would adlllit, in other 

buildings within the walls of the Krelllli;l. To St'e tll(' 

court of Rmsia estHblished on the banh of the i\Ioskwa, 

recalled the days of the D"ukcs of Mrn.covie, the hans alld 

the Fedors, b{'forc the policy of IJ(~tcr the (jrcat had 

forcibly transferred the· seut of gO\-crnlllcut ti'olll the C{'lltrt> 

of the empire to the shores of the J.~a!ti,·, 

• One morning we mOllnted to the sllllllnil of the ramom, 

tower, the" Creat John," to enJoy the llIagnili<.:ent Pfl,;!'

ramie view seen from that elevation, Below us, the C~a1 
• 

of Casan, Astrachan, and Sibtria. the ~elt:'upholtler of all 

the Great, White, and Little R\l~sia, aCl'olllpallied U)' tll\: 

Grand Dukes Nicholas and Michael, alld Prince WWiant 

of Prussia, was reviewing thc lmpcrjal Gllards on the 

esplanade of the Kremlin, Illlllwdiatdy helle-ath the wall~ 



JOfiItNr:r FROM MO.~COW 

of 'hC' fortress, "Uls sceu the frozen river that gi\'CS its name 

to the city; und beyond it, the quarte!, which has a. 

Russian appellation expressive of its ~It\lation, "on the 

" other side the Moskwa," I-lllalogous to the 'J'rastcII('rc of 

ROIllC, and which still exhibits many melancholy traces of 

d('~lruClion. StiU farther towards the west, the tlat land

scape, wrapped ill one uniform co,·cring of snow, appeared 

bounded hy the inconsiderable eminenccs called the Spar

row lIill". Turning rounu, thc Kitai!..i;orod, or Chlllc!>e eity, 

where arc the Exchrmgc, 8ml the chief magazines of the 

men·hants, seemed entirely rebuilt, as well as the greater 

I)art of the Se1l11ialllgoro{I, and the ~lobod(', or Fauxbourg. 

nut the pala(""('s of lhe nobleo; remain much in the state in 

which thcy were left by tllc fire, nor i<; it likely that they 

will be speedily repaired. It is well known, that though 

T'etcrsbur!!: hao; heen for a (""entury the residence of the 

Emperor and of the great officers atiachcd to the court, yet 

the costly hott'ls and immense e!Stabli~hlllcnts of the chief 

llobJ~ ofHlI~sia have been alwap to be found at Moscow, 

-of their magnilicence an idea may be formed fi·om the state

ment. that the number of domestics maintained in the hour.e

hold of the Counte:;s Orlofr, amount" to eight hundred. It is 

true, she i~ the richest heiress of the empire, and fortunately 

did not suffer in the general calamity consequent on the 

inllasion of the )"rench, but from the enonnou:; retinue of 

serfs in her hotel, some notion of the proportionate aeale 
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observed in minor establishments, mny be acquired The 

ruins of palaces, capable of containi ng so many inmates, 

are not easily repaired; besides, it is said, that if SOIII ('OI' the 

proprietors h<l\'c been hitherto restrained frol1l building by 

the want of funds. others have been glad of a pretext to 

remain quietly on their cstah!s in thc coun try, 

The reg'<llia of the empi re and the c-uriou 'i reliques (of the 

patriarchal palace, whit'h had be<'1l rClllo\'l!fi to Ni:.:ney 

Novgorod , during the occllpatioll of the ci ty hy the tnh,,)ps 

of Buon:1p:1rt£', ha vin!2- hc<!n brought hack with the rl'slota· 

tion of jH:lH'C, were thc rbid' ob,lects ot' curiosit y in the 

Kremlin, e xhibited to stTan~rs: ]1\ thc pat riarchal palace, 

ure prescT\'ed the splendid robes of the f~l'lllcr haug hty 

ruiers of the Hmsiall dUIrI'h. t/". oridlt'~ of whose horses 

were held on solemn proce'~sions hy the Czar hilliself; and 

of these, togcth t"T with the preeiolls s t OIl CS that wcre reported 

to be found there in great profusiun, we were promised all 

inspection, throug h the kindlless of ,1\.1. Sturrh, who procured 

us. admission, Hut the Archimandrite had failed in his 

appuintmcllt, and on ascending tbe narrow 1:itt'P:< of .tll(

palace, which brought us into SOUle dark chambcn., resclll-
• 

hling dUllgeons, we found two ignorant priests, awaiting om 

arrival. As they bad not the keys of the ward roVcs, tlnll 

were unable to gratify ottr curiosity, we were o bJigt'd to 

cOntent ourselves with peeping through s~)Jl1c glas,~ Cl1!SCS, at 

diamonds, rubies and sapphires, llHllly of which hat! the 
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appearance of heing factitious. The treasury, howel'er. 

recompensed us for our disappointment; in one wing we 

sa w the ('Towns of Casan, Astrnchan, Georgia and Poland, 

enriched with superb turquois, the impC'Tial robes, aud 

('ofUnatioJ\ chairs, from the time of Peter the Gr(,3t, hesides 

magnificent presents from Persia, alld a remarkably (jue (;01· 

leeliOIl of sih·cr.p;ilt embossed plate. In another part of the 

buildinp; W('tC kept the 5" 'or<l worn by Peter at the 1'>'1.t11e of . 

PuitnwH, nnd the litter in which the wounded Charlc!> XII. 

wa~ carried on the salIle celebrated occasion. A rarc disl}iay 

of Dama!'clls !>words. housin g... lOT horses, mid sadd les 

"tuddcd and literally ('overed with p<'aris, rubies. sapphires 

aud turqllois, ((mllcd a most imposillg sigllt. and worthy of 

the g:reatn(' .. ~ of thl" RIl .... i"ll cmpir('. But all Wl: passed 

fhrough a gllte to tlw north-we~t of the Kremlin, this fecling 

of admiration was a liUle disturbed by a s<"euc of a "ery dif

ferent description. Below the fortress in the fos&C. to the 

left. were crowded rogctllcr four or fi,'c hllndred ~1foogila. 

:o;hi\'ering with I'old and clad in the most wrctt'hed mannc,. 

With the squalid appcamncc of a horde of the rudest 

sa\'ages, they were eagerly devouring their portions of mcagrt· 

gOlJp. cooked before them in the open air, whi<:h happened 

at dlat mom~l1t to be of the temperature of _2:)' Heaumur. 

Thus it is, in this strange country; every thing is in extremes. 

11lc sumptuou'l palace ilf plnced by the wooden hut; in the 

Ktrt-ets, the llllintelligibJe Sla\'onian dialect is heard, mingled 
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with accent'! of the purest Frelh;h ; 011 Olle <;ltlc. you an' 

jQ!ltJed by a petit maitre, on tftc o ther l'O!H( ' in rough !~on tn('l 

with an unsophisticated bearded lIlullp,ik. 'I'll\' H'0 ' climate 

partakes o f the sallle cxcci>sivc incOII\'cn ;CIl('c, for if the 11;11-

t('r is too cold, till' summer is too hot. The heat d urillg the 

laUer :-.cason rises often to 28° ltea uw ur ::: 93 Fahrcnheit: 

anti in the winter of ~OlllC f('II' years ago, Prof('~so l' r i!>ehl'r 

obscn 'cd by the spiri t thermometcr, a degree of cold (,lIrres· 

pOlHliug: to 3 7° Heaumur, in th e neighhourhooo of ,.I\1os

' 'ow. l\ S lI e ('oulillli cil our walk, ItC ('<l Illi ' to tile spol . a ll thc 

mound to the lIort h-wc!>t of the walls of the K rellll in, ncad) 

opposi te th(' palace of Jla~M,:ol· . II bere workmcn wc,c 

rmployed il] fini !>ilillg the immense building:. called the 

E,/('/'fir-lI(III~, Of dilll(']I.,iom said to he greater than tbose 

of lilly oliJ(' r room ill the \I'odd, who~;(' roof is ullsupported 

by ('olumm, il is of brick, wiLh til(' c:\.c('ption or the sOlltmsst

mnll, which is of r('u ~ud~tonc, obtaiJle~' Irom qunrries ill 

the neighbourhood. W hell the severity of the winter will 

n~t allO\1 the l]'Oops to bc paraded in the open air, their 

cI·olutions are to he performed jn this cnormous apal'tll!l,nl. 

On tlw other side of the Kremlin, in the open space he fore 

the sacred gate, and ill front of thc ('hurdl of the _Bles"cd 

William. \\ hich was considered of such {'urious COllsl ruction , 

that the Czar Ivan the Terrible. caused the eyes of the 

architect to he put out, in order that h~ might not be CUl

ploycd in erecting any similar edifice, stands the ("010,,5al 
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group of bronze, intended to commemorate the recent 

delivery of the city frOIll tbe bands of the ('neIDY. the suO

ject of' which jl> taken from the following historical c~·ent. 

In the turbulent interregnum that ~uccccdcd the fil'nl 

pretensions of Choui~ki find the false Demctriu!>. the troops 

ofSigismond, king of Poland. aided b)' a radiou of discoll. 

tented boyaN! in his mtercst, took possession 01 Moscow in 

the year 1611, burnt a consj(\cr>lhic part of the l'il)' , pil

laged the ('hurch{'~, and cxcrci~l'd the grea test cruelties 

towards its t.lcfencelc:-.:. jll~abitnnts. lIavJIlg forti/ied ,helll

seh'Cs in their position, they Imdt, dcfilJoc(' to Ihe rest of 

the empire; and the slate of anureh,v WlllCh every where 

prc\'ailcd, offered no pro~J>{'ct to thc Russians, tlwl their 

country would be speedily dclircrcu. from tIl(' mvag:c .. of 

its CllI'rnics. At this momcnt of dc~pondcn('y, howen' r, 

Kozllla_l\linin, an oh~cure inhahitant of Nizllcy·No~·.L:orod, 

by trade a hutdlcr. assembled ~UlO harangued hi .. rdlow

citizens, exhorted them to nlllke cvery sacrilicc fin the 

gOQu (If the state. and cndca\'our to expel thl.'jr insolcl.lt 

oppr~"iors. Troops were collected from Dorogobougt,. 

ViazlIla. and the territory of HmolCllsko: and, at the slIg

gestlOll of l\linin, tilt: Prince Pojar~ki who had narrowJy 

escaped with his life (Juring the timc of thc as\ussinations 

committed by the Poles at Moscow, was nominated to the 

c('mmand of the patriotic army. The capital, ill the hands 

of the enCIll)'. is rigorously block;tdcd. and the inhabitants 
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reduced to the greate;t extremity by famiOt>, and the usual 

miseries attendant 011 a long sieg('. The humane Pojarski 

yields to the bumble solicitations of the rchel bo)'ar'> within 

the walls of Moscow, and kindly rec('ives their wi"es, for 

whom they wcre no longer able to procure sustenancc . 

nUL the siege is carried on with unabating vigour, am) the 

Co~sack~, under their leader 'I'rou~~tski, who had joined 

tht:' camp of Pojarski, lak(' the Kitai gorod by assault, 

making the greatest hanle lUlIOI!,g" tbl' Poles. Tbc' bp-.~jegcd 

intrench th('lllsch'6 , how('\"cr, in other (1:11"1" or" the cit)', 

ulltil tlleir di:.lre ...... i!1(' rca~l'<; to ~t1ch a height , tila! after a 

r£':.istancc of eighteen mOllth~, during t.he latt er part of 

II hidl periOlI, tbey \\' I're obliged t o li\"£' ()]I" the lIIost dis

gH~tin,!.; food, cals, dug~, nIb, aml cn'n tl)(' flesh of their 

kll')1\'-"' \lflcrl'r~, thc.'" arc "compelled to capi/ulate, under 

the simple :-.tipulalioll that II!!'y :;.!'ould 1\ot b(: put to death. 

The sculptor ha.~ selcckd tllis portion of"nUSSilln history, 

rdatcd lliore t'il't'urmtatltially h) I'£~c~'luc~, on which to 

j~t1nJ till' "tor)" of tlw 1!1Oll\\lllenl, lhat IS to pel pttuatc the 

memory of the retreat of the I"rench from :Mos('ow. (Jr ." 

lofty pedcstal of granitc, th(' tigure of Pojarski, is repre

~ntcd ill a sittillg posturl', his right hand resting 011 a 

short sword, and, with ,I <;t('rn countenaul'C, he is apparently 

ruminating 011 the disasters of his countr),. The twroical 

Mmin stands by his side; with his left hand. IH' touches . . 
• lIislo;r..,,je n ,,".r, T Oni. III. 
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the sword of Pojarski, and with his right points upwards, 

imlicating that the hope of dcliveranee must l'omc froUl the 

interposition of Heu\"cll. Moros IS tile name of tilt, Russian 

artist, and the statues were cast at Petersburg. and con· 

vp.ycd by water from that cupitnl to Moseow. During om 
stay at the latter place, th(,y were lIot exhihited to tI le 

public eye, but concealed by a temporary building of 

wood, and it was with difficulty I obtained the glance which 

enable!> me to gn"c the above geller-d dc!>criptioll. On the 

6th January. (the nu!>!>i.m Chri!>tma!o-day.) the cefemony of 

blessing the water:'! was to tak(' plan" the Sl<Itncs to be 

cl.posed, and the review of 120,000 troops was expCl'led to 

inc rease lIlt' splendour and solemnity of the o("{'a~IOIJ. 

The buming of i\(os(,oIl", the theme of admiration of tile 

prescnt age', will descend to posterity as one of the 1II0st 

remarkable el·ents of the late war; and si nce tlie' ohstinacy 

of the Russian~ ill refusing to appropriate to thclIIsch·c~ tli(: 

glory of thc dcc-d, ba:. thrown an obSCUf1t.Y on the aft~ur, any 

anec~\ote that tend, to illustrate the history of that disaster, 

may be thought worth preserving. Among the inimbitaills 

who made their eS(";lpe on the approach of the }'rench. II as 

a mcrchant <)f the highest respectability. who, carrying with 

him what prop~rty he could coiled, left his homt: and fled 

to Petersburg. On thc entranc-e of the enemy, his n .. 'Sidence, 

.. itllatcd in the Biclgorod, the quarter that uitinJatcly escaped 

conflagration, IHIS occnpied by olle of the chief offi('ers of 
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the et(1t major. Some dap ufh:r, a Hussian sen ,.lOt of lilt' 

proprietors, who had remained behind, llIade \'arious at

tempts to secrete himself about the premises, but wus as 

often detected and repulsed; until, at the request of tlj(~ 

tempor".lI'Y poli('e ;>..stablishcd by liuonaparle, he was ad

mitted, Hnder pretence of tuking care of the furniture and 

other properly of his absent master. But no sooner 1mtl hI' 

fixed hilllsdf ill his old quarters, than he wus discovered 

makin g se\'cral ineffectual trials tn set the house on firc; 

and when intcrrogutr:d as to the motivc for such {'xtraordi~ 

nary conduct, (~oolly rt!plied, that" ('\'cry thing; 'll'oUlul 

.. him was hurning, and hc did not see why his maslo,::r' ~ 

.. honse should escape:' With a degree of' lenity almost 

surprilling in an cnragc(1 enemy, he was onl,), thmst out Ill' 

doors, discontented at hisbwn \lant of success, alld'c\'i

Ilcntly eOllllitiering hili master and himS('lf disgraeed h)' lIot 

being permitted to part\ikc of tbe brcncra!' sacrifice, Hul 

this feeling seems now to IJ:J\'c ~ub!<iideJ: m}(/ 'he Uus..,inn", 

so far from assuming to themselvcs the mcril 01 1>0 heroi\ 'al 
• 

an act, ha\'e the strange incollsistency of ascribiug it. I;) 

the French. to whom the burning of the city, <Inti the de

str;lction of the ma~zill(:s it cvntailll:d. were the sen'rc!!t 

calamities. Connected Ivith the question of who set tire t(. 

Moscow. is the destiny of the governor of the cily during 

that momentous period. Whether the decisive step WliS the 

result of the determined zeal of' Couut Rostupcilill. takillg 
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UpOIl himself the tremendous responsibility of so bold .. 

measure, or only carricO. into cAecution hy his immediate 

orders, after Im\'illg re('ci\'cd the countcllllllee of higher au

thority; still, liS the destruction of the town is allowed Oil 

all lmnds to have been the saving of the empire, it would 

seem tljat the gratitude of the nation could not I.M' -too 

strongly expressed towards the governor of :Mos('ow. And 

yet Count Hostopchin was soon after removed from hi>; :1))

pointllll'llt, and has now lca\-c to travel. All expliUlatioll of 

this ohSl'urc O('{'urreoec has becn gi\'cn, which is extremely 

('urious, and illustrate~ in a stroll g point of vu::w the !HIlla. 

hilit)' of popular lin'Olll'. A short time bd(JT(; the arrival of 

the f.'rcllch, a lI:Wl/'urg paper was .,topped at the Jln~t-ofiic(', 

containing a pretended prophccy , that the enemy would 

soon he 1Il PO~:'('~sion of tile two capitals of Russia, alI(I 

the Cxar driven Iwyond Casan. ThTllHgh thc ilHliscl'etion 

of the ~on of tllC post-mastcr, tllC ' !lllragraph was shewn to 

a young man who trall slated it JIlto till' nU b~i:JII language, 

by wluc:h lUeans it ~OOIl bccam(! ulli\'cr~ally circulated. Tbe 

effect of thi .. unlucky prophc('y On tllC mlllds of a bigoted 

people, may {:<I ~ iIJ bc con ccived, and thl' iudiglJation oftl:<! 

governor wa~ naturally directed against the publi~hcr of ~ueh 

an ill.timed and ominous report. 

He WllIS accordingly imprisoned, and Juring the interro

gation thnt follo\\ed, it appears that zeal for the public weI. 

lure carricd the goveruor too far; for after ha\'ing upbrnided 
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thc lInfortunnte culprit with his treasonahle rondu(:t, be 

~truck him with his ~word; und, finally. Aa\~ bnn up to he 

torn ill jlieces by the mob, and the Cossad.s a..,..,emhlql in 

the court of IlIs'house, At this season or doubt, am,iet), 

and popular fury, his fate (ild not excite lIluI'h attcotioll ; 

thc 'importallt events which immediately ~ucc(.'Cdcd ~uflic:i

cntly o('cllpied the publIC mind, and ClJunt Rustol'ehin II as 

continued in his office for a ycar :Ind a half after the C\TH.tl

alum of the countr), hy the Frem:h. Rut IIIJI'JI tbe r('turn 

of peace iwd brought Inth it JlIorc modl'rHh' ..,enllllJI'llts 

and ('()olf'r f('fh'rl i"ll, t \)(' ('oJ1lluct of thl' ~Ol cruol' 1\":1 .· C;III_ 

\"a~~cd in tilt' moments of security. The friends of the 

wrt'khed \'ictim loudly demanded redress, alJd tit(' po~t

master, who had becn sent to SIberia, petItioned to be h .'

called from his exile. In sliort, the tide of pupilla)" feeling 

Ilad taken a cOfltrary direction. and lIotwitllst.1.nd mg tile 

. powerful prote<'tion of on.c Lraneli of the ,i111pcrial lillllll),. 

it was thought expedient to ~acrificc till.: )"ea lolls gO\('I"llQI". 

A ~um of money was given hy the emperor to the bther of 

the indiscreet translator, alld tile post-lllaster lias clc\"a l~'d 

to the nlllk 01 a senator. 

The entire destruction of a capital, 011 t!:t, approach of ,III 

enemy, by the spontaneous and hcroical devotion of It.. JlI

habitants, ill unprecedented in the ;ulllnis of Ili~lory ; for the 

Athe,lians, when they fled to Salalllj~, . II'cre ("OIlle}11 to 
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evacuate their native city and leave j~ empty walls to receive 

the advancing Persians; but it would .seem that few towns 

Ita\'c been morc subject to contiagration from various and 

accidental causes than the ancient metropoiis of Russia. 

Moscow began to bt: con~idcrcd the capital of Russia in 

the time of Vmitri J I'lUlo\,itch, who pOSM:s~['d the thronl:: in 

the Jcar 1380; and it was during his reign that the Tart.1~ ot' 

Sarai ant! of the \' olga sacked the cit)' aud put its inhabitants 

to the "won/. On I),e r('!rcat of thl'st: formidllvJi' j"nl,tlCl"s 

Dmitri, who had fl ed w Kostroma, returned to 1I{o~(·ow. 

which he rebuilt, and ('on~tnH'lt'fl tht' "KrC"miiu. 01' forlrc~s, 

of stOIlC . 

.. Bul hefore this period, in I ':!4-J, tll(' en iI di,,('Md of die 

" great dukc!! or }lrinccs of Russia," sap Gihhon, .. betraycd 

., their co untry to the Tartan .. ' They spread fruUl Li vonia 

., to the llIac k Sca, and both ~losl'o\1' anJ Kio\\, the 

" modern and the ancient capitals, wcre rcduecd 10 ushc!>; 

" a telllporary ruin, le!>s fatid than the deep, and pcrhap,; 

" indelible, mark whidl a s{'r\"jtude of two hundred y~ars 

" has i1llprinted Oil the charadeI' of the Russians."-Giu.. 

bo,, 'lj Deciillf and Fall, Yo!. Xl. 1). 4~O. 

],] th~ reign of han Vassilic~jtch. the fir!>t Cllar, the ']'ar~ 

tan, of the Crimea, at the imtigatioll of Polalld, malic an 

inroad into Russia, and set fire to Moscow, in the flames of 

which 100,000 people arc said to have perished. The ful-
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Jowing relatlon of thi., event is to he found III Hakll\ft's 

Collection of the early Voyages, Travels, and DI.,coveries, 

of the English Nation.- Vol. L p. 45~ . 

• , A lettcr of Richard Vscombe to M. Henrie La ne, touch

.. ing the hurning of the citic of Mo~('o, by the CnmmrTar

" tar, written in Rose Island, th e 5. day of August, 1.'.171 ." 

.. Master Lane I have me commended unto you. 'fht' 

« 2i of July I arriued herr with thC' Magdalene, a nd Ihe 

.. !:Iallle daJ and hou re did tht> Swalow and Harry arnllf' 

.. here al~o.-At ollr cornmlllA' 1 fi"llmd ~Ia~ter Proctor Ilert>, 

.. by whom wee vnder<;Utlld vcry hcav lr !lew('<; TI,(' 

.. Mosco is hurnt cue ric st)(:k(' by tile Cri lllllle, the . . 
" 't4. day of May last, and an IIlOulllcrablt> !lumber 

.. of peol)\e: and, in the. English house was slllother('d 

.. Thomas Southam, Tofild, Waverley, GrecnC'S wifC' and 

.. children, two children of Rafe, and more to thl' 

.. number of ~5 per;ons \olaf' stifclcd' III our becre 

.. seller : and yet in the same ~ell('r ~"as Rafe, hiS 

.. i.,ife, John Browne and John ClarkC' pr(,!>C'Y'Ucd • 

.. which was wondcrfull. And theft' wen t into that 

,. ~cJler Master Glouer and Master Rowley also: bllt 

.. because the heate was so great, the'y came foorth ugallle 

" with much perill, 90 that a boy at their hcele~ \~as 

.. taken with the fire, yet they escaped blindfold into 

" anot!lcr seller, and there, as God's wiJl wa s, they were 

• 
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"Ilrescrued. The EmperoUl' fled out of the field, and 

" many of his people were carried away by the Crimme 

" Tartar: to wit, all the )'ong people; the old they 

u woulJ lIot meddle with, but let them alone; and so 

" with ell:cccding much spoi le, and iniinitc prisoners, 

.. they returncd home againe. 'Vhat with the CrJlluhe 

" on the one side, and with 1Ii$ crueltie on the otiler, 

" he hath but few peoplc left . Commentle lIle to Mislresse 

" Lane your w]/(', and to l\f. ul('ke, and to all ollr 

.. friclld!. YOIIT.\tO command, Richard Vs{'oIllhe." 

StiHlatt>r, ahout the middle oftlle 17th ecutury. during the 

etUbass)' of Lmd Carli~lc to the Czar, AleXIS ~lIchaelO\' itz, 

these u('('idcllts sccm to ha\'c hecn \'cry frequent, and to an 

extent that makes e\Tn the fires of Constantinople appe<tf 

in!>ignific:mt ... ] have before'represented Mosco," 6a.ys 

the author of tht.' relation uf thelle emlmssics, " milch sub

" je('t tu fire. aill! we bad t11Tt~C instances of it durin~ our 

.. rl"!>idcllce there. The greatest of all happened on Eastcr

" clay, bllt devoured only !>ome hundreds ofhouae,; and )!.et 

" t~lere was DO more notice taken of It than of the two 

.. other. .For to make a conflagration remarkable in thIS 

.. countly. there mmt Lc at leit'!t 8('",en or eight tbousamt 

.. houses (·onsumcd. But they have this adnmtage at 

.r Mosco, that they may buy houses ready made, L'Specially 

.. m that part of the town called Scoradom, which houses 
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" they take to pieces; and, having carried them to the 

" place wh(>re they de~ignc their habitatioll, it rClluires no 

" great time to put them together again."-p. 301. 

At the dose of the samc ccntury, it is prohahle, the de

struction oftht· t: ity flOI11 the sallle cause was ' ·er.y con::. ider

abie; as the acc icient, though its e~tent is not spceifit'd. i ~ 
recorded hy E\'el)' n in his Diary, in the following te rlll~:

.. 1699. 2.'ld. July. The city of ?\'1oscow burnt hy tll(' 

" throwing of ~qllih!l: ' But the late calam ity, a~ it lI'a~ 

distinguished from nll prcccliiup: conflagrations by the nobk 

enthusiasm by II'h1('h it wa.., oo'as;ollcll. Iw rhap.., cxc.'l'ded 

all others in the ex tt'nl of it-. ral'<lge!<; the cit\. ho\\,c\'('r. halo; 

riscn from it .. ruim. st ill pr~rvin~ the ~ingular l )' Asiatil' 

character of i L'i (' hurcll('~ a,~d puhllc t·difin'~. hilt impro\'ed 

and heautificd in the wideness of its strC(!b and the greater 

uniformity of its privutp. huildings. 

Though, in the wililer: the clim .... tc of M('I~co"' is gcne~a")' 
cxtremely severe, a considerable variatitJll in the thermo

meter take~ place, C\'cn within vcry shorl mt('rvuk 01\ the 

day of our arri\'al, thc 4th Dcrcmher. thc mercury lItoo(1 at 

~4.0 Reaumur (cqual to 540 Fahrenheit, helow tl lc freezillg 

of water). On thc day tollowing. the cold wall still g reater, 

being _250 Reaumor; on thc 6th it was only _ 15°, 011 the 

8\h ._r. and on the loth day it thawed, the thermollleter 

indicating 2° of heat. It i!S curious to remark in this eoun~ 

try tbe importance ofthe thermometer; in!Stcad of the vabTtI(' 

02 
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obSNnltions Illade by people whose conversation is of wind 

,1IId of wcalht.'f in morc modernte elillJatcs, the clC'g.rre uf 

cold i!:> spoken or by women, dllidreu, and hearded pea

sants, with a precision that to the car of the ~traIlgc!' has 

all the cfft'ct of ~cientifi(' affectntion. 

In the summer, a~ ha" !>cfare bccn ()bsl~l'\'ed, the heat oftcn 

rises to 9.>0 Fahrenheit, and at that !:>cagon of the yenr it 

is u!:>ulIi to ba\c II thunder-!:>toTm every day. It b sc~'rcl'ly 

pos!:>iblc to COnCl'n"C UIIY thlllg IlIOrt' Sill gular than the spec

tuck prcscntcc.1 III the :.trccts of a norLllcrn cIty during their 

long protr-dctcd period" of illtt'll!>C cold. The HiS! number 

of sledges, the tlllkling of the bell!> !:>uspclldcd at the necks 

of the hon.cs, the frozen bt'<mil> of the pcasant!o. clothed In 

sheep !:>hm~, the rapidity wilh which c~·cry one glides along, 

appar('utl.\' eager to reach ~omc shelter from the sevcl'e ::tnd 

m(>l'cilcl>l> f]'o~t. lorlll a novel. and. at the !lame timc, a mc

Janchol) l:ilght. In 1\'lu5(;0" tllghts of carnal! crows, either 

hOlllllng about in !>Cl:l;.rch of food, or perched on the bmnchel> 

of the leafless trees in thc gardens of Ii fcw houses, adcJed 

to' the comfortle~s eharHcter of the pictur(". The 

hOhC!. and the dri\'er~ of the sledges are exposf'd for 

hours. 11.111.1 even fur the whole day, lo the inclemcncy 

of the weather, thc prospect of gaining a few copeks 

rcndering thc Mougik$ insensible to tbe severity of the 

clemellt!. The das!!, distinguished by this appellation. 

lornl!. a great proportion of the population of Petersburg 
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and Mo!>cow, and, ha"in g obtained perOlj s~i'ln frolll the 

landed proprietors whose serf~ they are, on the paYlllcut 

of II ('ertain !>Illll or obroc, to resort to the great t"WIlS, 

engage ill "urious tmoe.'> lIno cmployments, hy wh](.:h t1wy 

acquire a jivddlOOd. Sometime!!, judet'l], tile), a LlIUSS large 

fO'itunc~, hut as it serf ('annot po~scss either bou~cs or lands 

in hi i> 011'11 nallle, he I ... obl iged l!l these c<.tse!! to horrow 

thltt of IllS lord , who thulo Uc"o[]Jc~ the nOluinal I'fopfi ctm' 

of' the cstate or hi~ pca.'~ ant, and might, jf laillllc~s. ~l'jy'c 

upon it at any JUomcut, and appropriate it to hi~ o wn Ul>e. 

It IS C l en an uslcntalioll :ltllOngst man)' nnhlcl>, to 

hal'C it s.t1d, that they Jlos",~·lolo ~~~rf~ d l ... tHlgui:.lleJ Ji,\' 

tlleir opulence. Tile riche:. t indi l' id uai· ill Ru ... ~ia I:. 

Count Sherelllctol; a min ur, n ho lm ~ 120.000 l>el'l"s, awl 

an iueollle of 3,OOO,{X)() ·uJ' roubles. 111 estimating tllC 

value 01 ;lll e~lale , the IlUIH u e J' and price of the IWllsanl!> 

are the ouly circnm~tanh' ~ ~pt>('ifit::d; Oil. "Oille Jlropcrti<;~, 

wherc the lalld i~ iuuifferellt, a ~t:rf will not Jetell Illor(' 

than thrl.'e Of four hundred rou bles : \\ hile on others . 
• 

particularly 011 !)IUaU estatt'lo where the '>oil is produc~i~"" 

he will be estimated at 1,000 rouble .... The prescllt elllpcrur 

is 'represellte<1 to enlert..lin the lavaurite l> l'ilelllt; ofhberating 

tile berfs, but to encounter considerable oppoloitioH 011 ti le 

part of the- noblell to lIuch a measure, 

A constitution, conferrillg on the great ];mded pro

prietors adequate privileges ill lieu of the seigncurial 
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rights they now exercise over their vassals, would 

justly be demanded; for if tllp. noble is entitled to 

regard his serfs liS belonging to tbe soil, be has him

self, on the other hand, no protection against the 

mandate of the emperor, which may !>cnd him to 

Siberia, without assiglling any cause for his ex ;lc. 

The power of life and death over his serfs is not 

vested in the noble, hut the right of corporal punish_ 

ment is In hi s band ... ; lind should thi~ be exercised so 

severely as to occasion t~ltal conseq uences, it is well 

understood that the bribe of 100 roubles will purchase 

the silence and COnmm.llr.;c of the magistrate. And when 

it is recollected that mo~t of these civil officers have 

been l"'diSt~d from lhe rallk of domestics, and that tht'ir 

yearly appointments alllOl\llt only to 100 roubles. it is 

not rcu!>onablc to pxpe('t, that thp.J should be quite 

inaccessible to temptations of a ' pecuniary natuf(" 

An excel1cnt cod(' of liI 'vs i~ ~aid still to exist, which 

was promulgated in an assemhly of the lIohles, by tpe 

great Ivan Va:;silievitch, and known by the IlUDIe of 

Jcmdelmik. There arc aho some few edicts of the 

time of Peter the Great; but the truth is, that every 

succeeding or contradictory ukas(~ of the cmp(~ror hae 

the effect of a law, giving rise to a system of intrigue 

and abuse, not the most favourable to the Iibertiel of 

the subject. So ' formidable a despotism, when in the 
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hands of the present clJlightened, liberal, and humane 

ruler, may not be productive of any exeesscs; but it 

must he eonfesscd, that the <lctual StlJtc and Jlolitical 

condition of the natives of Russia, differs little from 

the following description, written more than a century 

ago. 

.. The emperoUT exerciseth absolute rower ; if all)' 

" mall dic, without male issue, hi.~ lan!1 rdurns to lile 

.. emperour. Any rich man, who, tllmllgll age or utllcr 

,. impoten('l', IS unahlc lu ~ervc till' pllhlirk, b("ing 

" informed ol~ IS turtlt'd out of hi~ esl<lt(·, alld forced, 

" with his family , to li\'e on a small pcn~ion. while 

.. SOllie other marc cteser\'illg, is, hy thc dUkC\ authority. 

" put into possession. Thc manlier of informing tin' 

" duke is thus. • Your grace,' saith ont', ' bath such a 

" subject, abounding with riches, but li)r service of the 

" state unmeet, and y~u havc otiwrll po.or, and in want, 

"but well able to doc their country flood service.' 

.. Immediately the duke sends larth to cnqllire, and 

" calling the rich mall belare him: ' }'riend; saith )Il~, 

... you have too lIluch ii\"iug'. nnd arc unservIceable 10 

" your prince; less will serve you , aud the rest main

" tain others who deserve more.' The man thus calle,l 

.. to unpart his wealth repines 110t, but humbly answers, 

" that all he hatb is the dUKe's, as if he made rcsti-
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.. tution of what more justly was unotlu>r's, tllan parted 

" with his own·."-p. IS. Until, therefore, a frcf' and 

equitable constitution be substituted for the presellt 

despotic form of government, it is not likely that the 

nobles will willingly relinquish the authority they exercise 

over their serfs. 

But, laying aside the o~iectjon of the nohles. the 

Russian P«'..asant IS so little advanced in riviliv.atioll, 

has so fcchic a sense of his cicgraoc-d ('ontiition, that 

it is much to ill;! questioned, whether, if tbe offer 

of liberty were fairly made and explained to him, with 

a1l its shew), advantages of dignity and elevation in the 

scale of humanity, he would be able to appreciate the 

\'a1ue of the boon. or willing to alter his present situation. 

As he is, the neC"essarie~ of life are abundantly supplied 

to him, and he naturally looks to his lord for protection 

against the ve~tions of the law. He is expected to 

work three da}'s in the week for the proprietor of the 

eatate, and receives an allotment of fifteen acres of 

lan.d. to maintain himllC\f and his family. On the other 

band, he is liable to punishment for misconduct, whicl1 

is generally awarded by the sentenct', and at the di5~ 

cretion, of the antienl of the village, who is, like himself, 

• Ducriplion or MOlIcovia, by Jonn Milton._I&i. Thil curio\u book 
il 'aid to hne ben II' the Jwut .. wriliug of ill cele~ted author. 
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a pealiAnt, To thC'ge cascs, howc\'cr strange it may 

appear, the discipline i~ nsualJ)' more !>evl'rc than if 

left to th(' dc(oj. .. ioo of the proprietor him§clf. 

On the suhjcct of the pre .. ent stolte of intellectual 

refinemf"nt in th(' empire of Russia, the /ollowing jllst 

ohservations are mad" hy a late writer of Tr,w(')", in t~w 

Caucasus and Georgia, M, Julius \'on Klaproth, who, 

from particular circum'ltanec .. , i~ not likely to return 

into that ('ollntry. and therefore ('an havl' no motive 

for witlrholdiu !; IrIS ()pinion~. 

" The political "0I1'1litutioo of Ru!>sia," ~a.\''1 Ire, ",>Wers 

.. an insurmountahl c ob~t"de to tlrc progress of know

.. ledge and l' i\'ilization in that eonntry. It i .. an ex

" cl'cdi ngly illjudiciou'l !>tC"jl to attl!lIIpt to introduce kllOw

.. ledge into nu.~sia hy m"l'ans (If for('igners, and to rais!' 

.. a fahric which requirt·s the lahour of ages, as expe

.. ditiollsly as a trium·phal ,]f:'h 111a), .be patched lip. 

" The whole nation i~ divided into , ,,',) parts, masters 

".and slayes, and till a mid,lle cia..... of citizcl's shall 

" arise in Russia, no exertions of the various Gt'rtTllu. 

" professor'!, who are emplo)"Cfl in thp different uni

" ve~ities of the empire, will effect a real diffusion of 

., knowledge." p. 77. 

To this picture of the state of society, it mUllt be 

added, that the imprudence of the peasant too often 

keeps pace with his ignorance, and that the "ice of 

•• 
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drunkellness, SO prevalent among them, 1S productive of 

the 1II0s t mischievous COIlSCqllCJI('Cs, 

In tllat part of Poland allHe~ed to Russia, thc Jews 

are always at hanu to stlpply th~~ thoughtless serf with 

spirits, distilled from ryc; lor which, as he pOS!Ii['!'!S('s little 

or 110 mOllcy. he pap lI'idl till: grain intclJtled for seCtI. 

As thc seasOJl advances, I\'IH'11 tid .. is r('quin'd, the peasaut 

IS obliged to halle rel.:(lurse 10 the retailer of spi rils, who 

IS giml. on cOIl(iilioll or recciving two third... of tht': 

han·cst·, to advance the seed required fur the futurc 

crop~. Thus the inconsiderate se rf i~ ruined hUlh ill his 

]lo('ket and in his health: aml whcn l'ulbarr,bscd, and 

~uilty of JIli ~(,oJlduct, l~ Illark(,r; out ;I" a rC('l'lIi t, ami 

~ellt to the arlll)'. The lfall ,.rOTlIl<llioll 01';1 p('a~ant into 

a soldier is a ,-cry sUllllnary prOCt· ~;;, ill whidl tlie harher 

and tIle laiJor perforlll the llIost ~lri"lJJg: , alltJ 1101 the 

Jell st essential office!'!. A~ ~oon a~ Iw is caught. he is 

del'ri\'~d of the hairy appendage which lonm·r!..,. dCI'H

rated his chill, and being tl,eu encilsed ill a ellat l'}.('I~S 

si\'e!y wadded aboUI the shoulders, and lightened at the 

• '11, .. f"U" ... ·"'s all~<·d"lc of H chr~w ~.ari<·,· I h~ .. d ~I M u.cu ..... r.,'at~d 
by 'h", moot c,.,.lIbl", ,""thomy' 

In lb.,· r~u .. al of II, .. French, 110 .. .. i!~' "f W.lna wu Idl .0 (ull of d",ad, 

that a culll,act "u mad,' "'Ih Ih .. J ew_, lu clean ... tl'''IUWIl, a rrd ... ,ry oul 

the j>e, lil.,rrlial l .. _"hes. 1'h,') ...... n; Iu ,f'('ci~e ti v~ ",her cUI'~h for ",ach 
• Ofl''':, 1.,,1 ,,," C<lDt~"1 "l1h the !,rutil 0 .. th .. ,I""d, th, y Were .kt~ c t.,.1 

Ih,,,wHlg the dying uut of the window. d the Ir olpit:i/s, to Iwe ll the amOunt 
,,( !I .... , c1ai",_. 
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waist, ht' stancb crcct, wi th vcry mueh tll (\ appcarnn('p 

of un inscct, sct up upon its hinder legs. 1n thi ~ 

costUIllC, with a suitable Instruction III the m)'!'>ler.v 

of marching and countermarching. he Ii> as mcre a 

machinc, and, CO'}!>t'tjucnlly, a.~ good a soldlCr, a1> can 

wdl he imagined. Th(' pay he rccci\'{~s amounts onl.v 

to 15 rouhlcs a year, but, as hc has allowances, Ihc 

con(\ilion of a cOlllmon Russian ~oldicr, l~ !ou penor : 11 

comlort to that of the suba!tt'rJI o/li('crs. 

rt '('('J\'('S 250 rhls. pl'r allnlllll: a ('aptai n of the g llllrds, 

AOO rhls.; and H ('aplail) of hnr~c lII'tilicry, wi ll, the 

milk of ('olonel, 1,'201l rhk In lime of Wiil', when the 

ann.v is t'n.l;.l/-:I'd J1J 3('lulll ~cr\'ic(', all tl le ~(" ~ UlllS arf' paid 

in silvf'f I'OlIhlcs. ('aI'\' of which i~ (,qual to abou l lour paper 

roubles. But it lIIU" t apj)ear Ir01l1 this statement, thai 

such pay is "cry inacic'luatf' to tht' ~upp(Jrt of all offi('er, 

who, lJlllc!-." h(~ IIlll'c a ·prj , ,Itt' fCxtllllC, Ip"ust unavoi(lahly 

!iuller eonsjd era hlf' p\'i nJtioll~. Thl' l'lI ~tO lll, howc\,cr, of 

thf Coulltr.\', tn adm it of none hut military rank. will 

a lways makc the army the favourite p]'ofcs~iol1 of .the 

young li nd the ambitious. or the nU lllher of t roo p~ 

mailltaim.xI at prcsen t by the emperor, it i~ iliffit'u!1 !O 

speak with exactness : they were calculated to us, as 

amounting to 800,00.), of which 600,000 were dii.:<:li\'c. 

But this is probably a great exaggcratiop. thou.u;h it would 

. " ... 
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appear that even formerly the sum total of a Rus!>ian 

army was very formidable . 

.. Tile Russian," says M ilton, " armedl not less in IUne 

.. of war than three hunJreo thousand men." (Descrip~ 

tion of hloscovia.) 

As COIllH,ctcd with the arm)' of Russia. it is illl]>',)5-

slbl(~ to omit speaking of the adlllirable ('olld ilioll of the 

different military ho~pitlll~ throughout the empire. At 

Moscc..w, I \" i!>itcd tlmt appropri,ltcll to the guard!>, in 

which were 28S patients. .\ young: officer, who wa~ on 

duty, attended us through the different wards, III which 

nothing could cAn'cd thl' air uf comfort , and stale of 

c1callline~s, t:H'ry where visible. To :>'lIdl perlef'tUHl Il'as 

the system of \ entilation carried, that wc werc solicited, 

na}, C\CII ohligt.'d, to entcr apartml'lIts, whidl are Ilsually 

rCJllo\'l'd al:l Jar a .~ po.~siblc froll! tile eye of t'uriol:lity. 

to be cunvinceli that purit), pcnadctl evcry corner of 

the establishment. 1\ ttachetl to the hospital was a Hussian 

vapour_hath, on the higher liteps of which was a fell9w 

in a state of perfect nudity, flagellating himself till he 

had attained the colour of a boiled lobster. In the 

kItchen of the hospital, we tasted of their soup, or 

lchichi, made of cabbage, and bt,'CI~ or pork. their quass 

and their black ry(,'-hrcad, as well alo' of a sort of insipid 

.idly, obtained also frolll rye, and intended for those 
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who arc very sick, 'fhe artidcs of food were perfectly 

good, and {'very attendant in the building was au till' 

alert; lor the elllpt~ror might surprit;c them in a 1ll01lWlll. 

and he secn ullcxpt.·ch:dly walking through the wards, 

or eating of the foorl prepared for lhe paticllls, JII tii/: l, 

his imperial Illajcsty'~ guards appeared to be eured of 

f~\lcrs aJll~ catarrh~ with as mud. attclllioll lo disciplim, 

ilnd llIilitilry pft~ci~ion, a.., if they \\ere at the c1t.erci..,e 

of the ordinary drill. Tb e ~illllC (·.\ ("{'licnt rl'g ul;l1jOJl~ 

ar(' ob~rved ill the olher military illJ~pit.ds of the empire, 

ami reflect lhe highest credit Oil lhe I':Cal and a c t ili ty or 

tllc cluperor'!> pilpician, Sir Jallu.!s \V)lie. U) " llum Liley 

ha ve hccli illtrotlu('t:d , JI i., after witne!>.,i,ig ~l!eh "'gh' ,~ 

as I have ,i\l~1 described, which transport the Illlllli at 

once into the lIlid~t of the Ill(.st perlee! llIslitutlOIlS of 

rhiJi:l.ed life, t[wl the tru\'eller i~ ;'0 !urcibly ~tl'Uck Ilith 

the ~trong contrast prescI1ted I'i the harbaritJ' uf the natln:~ 

around him. The Russian noblemen, the nlililar)" as well as 

tho;;e who hal'c civil appointments under the goverllll1ellt. 

with some corresponding rank in the army, generally spl4lk 

,Frcllch, and adopt the dre~s of that natiun: but 1111 below 

this degree, which comprehends the great wass of thl' 

people, talk Sldvonic, ilud wear beard~, It is but lair, 

however, to confess, that I have heard that a few native 

merchants have ocea!>ionally Ueell seen ,all the exchange 

at St. Petersburg, with abraded chillS, and a loose hand-



kerdllef round their necks, thal looked something like 

11 (·ra\'at. Bul it must not for a mOJJlent be inwgiuecl, 

that simplicil)' of character iH at all rnnn('l't('(J widl the 

gross ignorance of a Hussian; on the contrar)', III Clllllling 

he surpa~),('~ all people, Th(' Greek of Athens, the Jew 

of SaJollica, el'CIl the A rmenian, so celehrated h r' his 

duplu:itJ , mu:-.t yield the palm of }iI/OSf' to the hearckd 

!\Ius('ol'ltc, Herojd of original tuknl, bllt wilh powers 

of im itation, whICh Ila\'(' IWt'll liCJti('cd allli extollcd hy 

all traveller", th(',Y arc also sometimes po~:-.c:-.),ed of habi ts 

of ilU..Imtr~' , that gct the beller fl f thcir di~positioll to 

druukennc!>!., alit! make titpir 101, wh('11 compar('d with 

that of thr pl'aSlJnb (If otll('r cO\lnlrie~, (;\'CII ('m-iable. 

III the Ilciv;hbourhood I)/' :\lo.:;coll', Ii)]' l'xHllIpk, tilf".\' ran 

carll , hy hcinv; j'mployc(J during the winter in trilnsportiug 

(Iiflcrellt ('olll1tll)ditie~, ~ rouhlt,,, pl'r (1:1),. and hy the help 

of their wives a~)d (laughters, who an: u~ua1J)' occupied in 

spinning at hOIU e, ('all easily makt, their Jcarly rcccipts 

amount to 600 roubles. The wheat of the province of 

01;ci an(1 t!IC U kraine is brOllght b.,' the peasanb in 

sled~cs during the severe froSb, and depositcd in lIlag:; •. 

ziu{'s at Tw('[ ancl Vizney Volochof; frolll when('('. in 

the spring, it is distrihuted, by 1IIe<IIlS of the water 

communication , to Petershurg, and other parts of the 

empire. For it i~ from thc~c Cou lltrie ~, !;iluatct! to the 

south. that the great supplies of gmin arc furnished, rye aud 
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oats beiug the prillcipal crops of tile vicinity of Moscow -, III!' 

$Ioi l of wlii(;h i.~ too fi(;h fOf the RUs!oian mcth()(] of pJouJ.!:hing, 

whi(;h con!oists in little IIIUre thall scratching the surfU{T of 

thl! eurtll. 

Before dismis:sing thl' topic of the coudition of tile· RlIs· 

sian sub.iect, it llIay he obsenul, that with H'spect to re· 

ligion, all !Occl!> urc tolcmLcd hy the policy of the govert'· 

Hle llt, with the c;..ceptioll of th ose \"i~ional"il'~ 11"11(, are l1lon· 

peculiarly dc!>ig"IHttcd by tIll" ,~ppd\;lti(>1I of 1l1f.~cl)llIir:.. 

As thcir tenets arc ,,<lrtl('ularly h().~tik to Ih,' prin("ip1,· of 

populatioll. ()f the (,llefJ,.;in of which 1)1\: cmpin' "Iallih !oO 

IIIllch ill lIcecl, every effort i~ made 10 put .a !>top to lIlt' 

junalicisill Oftl ll' ~l' deludcd \\'retc·lle~. l\ ut IIOI\\"itll ~ta nd JI I g: 

the severest I'llactllJeuh, a J\lO~ t IlI ChlllC'hl,I.\ iu!o lalH'l: oc·· 

c'uncel, during OUf ~ta.y at 1\i osl.:ow, oft/a' ctle .. ts ortlll~ in· 

salle ami incl"cJibk bigotry, lIIHh'r the illtiuenl ·c of which 
• • a tilthc !" had perfol"llll'd a mo~t .Tlld oprratoioll UpOlI h j.~ iu· 

f:tIllsoll. The tender age of the child IHt· ,,'!'led the (.'Olll· 

plc\.e sueccss of the experiment, and there lI'as a probabililJ 

oflus ultimate recover)". .b then· j~ now IlO ea p1lall' uni:!h. 

lIlent ullowccl uy the law), of nus~ia, the iatill'r wa~ sell • 

.. Th" ncighbu" rhQOd Qf MQ!,·"w ~o,,'''ts jlrlllcil'all} "f bll '''j!,I1~ct'o", ".,.1, 
f ",,'aining """'('HU" ir,,!,·.crut ammo"il ... "",! "Ih~r (" .. if_. ,,,,<1 ,, · .. ·1II1IJ"'1" !lit" 

L"udon day; <Jf a bed of oand or ~~,,,I,,o,,e, "hirh I'r" l.ahl~ cum·'polI.!, ,,,tI, 111,· 
Kenti.h rag, or gr~~n .. "d IQrmatJQIl, a"d of "" ""hue li",~.to",·, "1' III OaLl ,;,,!!; 
t(I the cbwOIcter of PQrtialld ftolle. C,," • .JCI abil' t.!,,.:,h "r groll' ·'· ~ r c { .... ulld 

lOOk on Ib ~ ' 0' flc,' of tbe 80'1. 
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teneri! to be exiled to Siberia, for his literal and absurd in

terpretation of 11 verse in " Th,; Hf'velaIHlIl!>:' 

Such arc the h~w observations which our short fel\idrllCC 

in Moscow ga\'(' us an opportunity of making. and which 

my entin' ig norance of the language of the ('ountry neec!!· 

sari!)" fenders, in many respects, extremely incompiek. 'Dut. 

the Sla' ouian dialect ~pok(,11 by the Russian s is of vcry dif. 

ficult att.ainment: and hayiug 110 analogy with an)' of the 

(,ollllnolllJ.spoh~n Janguagt·s of civilized Europe, would 

certainly repll)' no olle the trollolc of acquiring it, who wa~ 

not doomed to pa~s his life among the inhahitant. ... of these 

northcnJ regions. Then' are, howe\-cr, two word s which it 

is impo!lsihlc 11 traHller should C\'cr fi)rget ; Kf/ra.~dlOs and 

Cidlll.WJ. The first of the~c tc'n.m, which is constantly in the 

mouth of a Russian, signifies" very well ;" and the hitter, 

literally rendered by the French phrase, tout tJ i'l1t'ure, is 

generally usc(i"-in the aCf":Cpbltion' of one, two, tlirel:', four 

hours: in short, expresses any indefinite period. If the 

traveller, for in!>wnce, has reached the wooden hut of a post

mOister, (\lilIes!> he be fortunately provided with Ii courwr's 

passport, when he is always quickly expedited), hc ret:ei"es 

in reply to his demand for horSf'l'I , a promise thaI he 10lIall 

ha"c them dcJuuI : after the lap~ of half an hour hc again 

makes the demand, and agaill hears the SBDlC consolatory an. 
swer, cichau. On these occasions, unless he will submit to be 
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kqH for I!el'cral honrl! at a wr('tcil('d ';;Ifllion, 1111' ,loon, of 

thc sblhl~. perhaps full of hor~('~. will nol fly opcn IInli] hI' 

has great;('d the palm of the irlt'"orahly H !llal pO)sl-r)!a~h-r. 

The rate ofpo~tin,g 011 the grf'at mad~ !t:iltlill.!{ In PCIt , ,.~hur!! 

i ~ !l,·c ("opl'ks to! CIlC·1t Iror.~~' p(~r \ erst, and Oil IC'is- li·(·. 

(Pll'oll'd routes on ly three (·ol'('l.:s, hullJ.h(' b ri he 1J111~1 !->OIlJ('· 

time .. amount to lire exorbitant 'Will of a bIlle-paper note of 

III{' va lue of five rouhles. 

Dfl·. Hi.- II,n·ill/! p!"()(,UI"cd a JJ(Jt!QI'!I.~"J/(!ill. or order fi: 11" 

11IIn.(''i, WI' left i\!OM ow III OUl" kihilh,s ahout cleven o'(' JO{·k 

in the IIInrui n~, Ilith thl' Ileather (,OIllparatil·cl.1 11Ii1,1, till' 

Ill('r1l1ollWIN illdi{'atill~ only a ti·w (legr('es of ('old, At til(' 

harrit~r. th(' .. uualtcrn who \I'a~ OIl dilly, on iusppdillg nul' 

pas'i pOl"ls. ob~en' c~1 111('), w('re Hot ill filrlll. and that they 

must he selll hack to 1)(' ('~rr('( ·te(l; hut this WI' dis('oW'red 

to be a prete:>.t to e"tort 11r" miM'rahlc hrill!' of a rouhle, on 

pa'y ill.~ which WI' \\'('r(' tfl hI.' nll/,wed 10 ""i·o('ccd . \\'t ' rf'. 

fusf'd, lIntl ultimately gained 0111' l'niut. After ji\'e hours 

tl'l\,l'cl ling ol'cr a <lislancc of thirty-fil'f' \'N;.I~. we ff'~{' h(', 1 

Poool. an ineonsi{ll-rahlf' tOWll, hurnt during til(' l'ampai)!11 

of the Fr(,lIch. but now complctcJ.\' repaired. fn a !llIIall 

room, warmed to nn exCC'ssivc degree of heat. were a 'lUm

ber of peasant... drinking: tea, a beverage that we found to be 

substituted on this road for tlUlI of coffee. the usual luxury 

met with in the post-houses all the other side of Moscow. 

During this oay 's journey. we met several caravans of 
, 
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slcd~rcs, laden with lllcr("handj~c of evcTY dl.'scriptioll, hemp. 

Gillow, brandy, com, o/r-" We tmvcllcJ all night; but lest 

the motion of a sledge 0\'('1' the frozen surface should be 

cO[Jceiwd to be agreeable aud call'ulatcd to promote sleep, 

it ma)' be Oh;'CfIlCd, tlla I from tht' {'onstant inc'luuiitic!'> III the 

road, and till' occa~ional dcfic;cllcic" of !>IlOW, as well as SOiIlC

times fromdnth aull riligeso\'cr which we were to be draggcfi, 

thc loltin •• wa!> tremendous. alld obli'~cd us when we halted • 0 c 

ill the lIIoming. thlrtJ \ ersu. ch!>uwt from Tou];l, 10 remove 

the windows of OUf kdJl'tklls. These COll\'CIlH! IlCCS we had 

I.'uusl'd to be madc at Moscow, hoplIlg tllU!> to bc !>hcltcrcd 

frolll the \'iolcncc of the wind and sleet, without helllg 

doolJJed to darkllc:o.~, hut the sudden ~hock~ we werc every 

momcnt ~ubjcct to, rendered it hmml'dous to han' so hrittlc 

a sllbstallC'c as glass about U~, 'alld we were ('ompellecl to 

supJ.ly its place by a loose co\'ering of JIlat, to hang in li'OIlt 

of our vchide. 

TOllla, the Shcffield or Birmingham of Ru~~ia, is well 

built, with wide streets and a thriving population. GCfl~lln 

mechanics, and a few Enp;li~h who have latdy bceninduced by 

the promises of thc H.u~sian governmcnt to ~ellic hcre, greatly 

ContritHlte to increa~e the skill and activity ofdu: manufacto

riesofstcel "lid fire arms, established since the days of Peter 

the Great. The articles, among which the ehief are, bar-iron, 

bayonelll, swords, and muskets, arc fabricated from an iron 

ore, founcl in the neighbourhood . The country now became 
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Hlore ulleven and covered with I cs~ wood: in short, we were 

getting out of the dead flat, lhHt fl)rm~ the tract to the north of 

lffoscow, Thcrei snot, in conscquence, such wa~tc and proftl

siolluftimhcl' in the construction of the hmLSL~s of the pea!>ants; 

the sides of whiclJ, iustp.ao of being huilt oflnrge trunks of trPt',\. 

arc 01' wicker work or wnuleu, The huts of th~~ \"illages that 

range along cu{'h :.idc of the road, arc also more !>illlple ill 

their ap~earalll'e IhalL thOSl' we had seen Oil our journey 

frolll Petersburg to Moscow, and which :IT"C pretty unitfJrfJtly 

or the following dc,;ni ption :-Thc,Y generally stand with 

their gable ends to the ro;.td, ami hefore caeh IS ll',,'ail), 

placed a well. Vcry Ileat ('a n'cd work, ornaments their 

frollb, ulld the wiudow shutters arc fi)r tlt(' 1ll0~t pat1 painted 

with reprcsentations offlowers, From till' st;.hk at the had of 

the house a woudell staircase leads into a small room, con

taining 11 stove, hl':ated by a fire lhat is humin,!!; in a confined 

hole behind, which serves ti,e Jl lirpose of a kitchen, On 

the top of the stove, rell1ovt'd a I't:w feet from the cciling of 

tht; hut, thc mothcr and children pass the greatesl part or 
the da)', and thc MOllgik sleeps at night. Belore the im'l,!.{c 

of the Virgin, painted on a board, and placcd in a ('orner 

of the room, burus a small light, towards whirh cvery olle 

on entering Ol;tkc~ a profouud obeisam'c by taking 011' his 

cap. and cros~ing himself dc\'outly tim,'C times, carefully 

recolledillg to observe the Greck ('ercll~unial of touc hing 

the right breast before the left, At Metzinsky, a large town 

" 
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witl. lJUllicrous churches, alld a considerable trade ill tar, 

where we stopped Oil tbe 18th, '\C I()und aiJ the t<liOV" shut 

in hOllour of lile tc.u,t of St. !\idlolu!>, tli(: patrol! Saint of 

Uussia. The c""pc{,tcd arrival of Prince Kourakin, at the 

illn to willch lIe drolC, pro{'urcd til<! a ~ood dilJllcr, COli

"IMlH!-\" of a pOflioll of wllat had been coul-cd lor 'hi ~ 

H'gll1lcl>~, though it (il-prj, cd U~ HI' po!>t hone!>. Tht' 

Prince had ordered tlllrIJ-,i;.., ami we \lcrc cOhsequelltly 

obliged Lo lIin.: uur~ of the pC<I!>ilnts. 

Ore!. the capital of the gOI'CflUIICILl of tlu.; 100\ III C naUle, 

where lIe arnlcd at lIille o'doc).. III the t" 'ClIlllg, IS 

"iluateJ 011 the IJH'f Ol-a, whu:h here bl'('ollling Ila,"i

gable, 1l1.I"C ... · It a pJU(;C of cl!.lcmive COllllllc t'l'C. Its 

c"'port:. arc dlletiy of \Iheil! and tlOUI'; tite tin,t to. 

Ca~an alld I\::.trucitaLJ, the lauel" to ;\lo~t·ow aLIt! Pdcl':I· 

burg. :\ Jltiicuitl' of J.!,cl l.wg hur~e~ ugaiu illlpedeu our 

progr~~~, aud ;,·c lIIade only ~n:l) \ er~t.s in the course 

of this night. 

On Icavin!! Tchowardno wherc we breakhtsted on the " ' . 
HH!I, we en{'oullteretl a Ulo~t \ ivlent ::.torm of snow, 

that con tinllcd till our arril aJ ut ~('u~I... Proc(:edmg 

SIOl',J) durill!.!; the night, we awoke ill the Illorulllg III 

Littlt> HU~~la, and \\crc agreeably surpri::.ed at the air of 

greater rcfinclJlcnt and ci\"ilit.ation obscn-ublc ill the up

peafilllCC of the iuhabitants. At Gloul..JIOW, the post

JlIa;,lcr II as able to speak a iew w ofd~ of Latin, and 
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here also we mel with a most excellent 'l't'(lftjerrr; the 

name genera lly given to innkee per;, throughout Hussia. 

The walls and cicling of his bou~c were formed of 

trullk~ of trees ; hut there wa .. au ef.(·cllcl1t suite of 

cxtrerndy clCill1 roolU~, wilh !-. hruh~ in dower pob, <Iud, 

wloal was of much m Ole {'OIJ;,l'qUC IH"C, a n ;J".v gOOd 

sort of sparklillg ft'd Wille, lIot uulikc CIJalll pagne, fI"(IJU 

the Don. 
Fur t11c Ia~t 1; \'(' day" and /lights, OH[" loledgillg, tll'IUg!! 

the 1IIotion WlIS I"ude and .j ol{ill~ III the elo.lrelHc. had 

been I<tpid. ali<I rdarded by III) other oh"ladt· .. , l':\{·t'pt 

the oc('a;'Hmal /liltieul l )' of prot"UI"ill~ Ilor<,c!-.; but a., we 

approached thc l!oulh , thi~ method of tra\- clllll!!; IWI'<lme 

ev('r.v hour Illore arllloym.!! all(/ [m p rac ti<-ahlc. It ralllcd 

during the n ight of th l" 'lIs!, a lltl Ill' fl'ac hed Borzn:l. 

floundering thrnuc:h Illud and water. /1 1 II IC pOl!t~hO I Il>e, 

where we we,,: dc-tHinel! II Ion!! lime wy.itin.1!: 1;11" lJOrlics, 

we saw a Hussia ll eolOild 1ll ;. sin:!lar pl"C'dit"ament. 

w~o was g:om,g to Soud.1<l, [0 judge, a'! tIC c .~pr(' .. !>cd it , 

a n oftiel'r ot" tht' gOI"Cl"Illll(,Jlt, a("("used of having sold 11 

publie magazine of ("Ol'll, llnd lo~t the 1Il011C.V 1Il ~alll

bUng. Thou~h tht' t'old had hel'n alrcad), a s g:rcat <I' 

_'100 IL, it Wl\'! onl)" since the la~t three days, that they 

had H .. "Cn snow here. This I·cr.v nllu~ual ..: j r("ulll~taIlCC 

had I 't~a rl'y ~ completely pren::II!ed our. further prog ress, 

and it was with greHt d iffi culty, when we did u!timatc!.v 
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procure horses, that we wcrt: ahle to reach Niczill at 

eight o'clock 111 tht, evcning. The road was full of deep 

Iluagmlre~, bardy covered wIth a Ihm surface of ict., 011 

which wc werc fi'equcntly ohliged to walk \\Ilh the 

greate~t caution, IcavLllg our ktbilklls to plunge through 

them. a~ II ell as the skill of the JlJolIgik, ancl the ~trc"glh 

of the h(lr!'c~ could COlltri\'C, 

Drc. 'l'l.--A cOIl:.idt'rable lilli of \oIlOW during the night, 

which \Ie I'a~~ccl at !\iczin. enahled u., to pron:ed \001111.'

what more ~ul()othly I II thc 1lI0rlllllg t(lr tht, distanct: of 

a le w Icrst..,: hut Ite soon agam IlUd to cont('ut! "ith 

mud, water, ami decp hole." {rolll which lIe IIcre e~tri_ 

catcd Wldl g reat tOIl, lind did not, II) cOllscquClJec, r{'tleh 

Kosolctz, till latc in the c~'cnlllg, Through a dt..'Cp lorc~t 

of pme treCs that e:-.tcnd:. hen ce to the Lallks 01 the 

Dniepe r, we pa~~ed II illt I{rcat rapldll}; all(i, in tilt' moru

IIIg. at fivc o'doe.k. entered the cottag(' of a Malo-Hu!>siuu, 

distingUished hy an air 01 l'otuftJrl, ca~e, aud l'olllparath'e 

opulence, far abovc the wretchedness of the huts whc,'re 

we had u\o ually stoppcd, !>in('(' our departure from Moscow. 

Nor I!> dill> !>uperiorJt,Y ('onfillcd to their imbuatlou8 alone, 

but dlstillgui~hcs III a remarkable mallllf'r the IIlhabitants 

of Littie H.u~sla, who reselllLle Ta rtar., in their "ppearancc, 

and wear only mustachio!! instead of the hu~hy beard of 

the more northern boor. A little helore micf-day, our 

kibltlat,) hailed 011 the left bank of the BorYlithenes in 
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the mid st of at least 100 pC"a~c nls, thC" l\rcllJnulat('l] 

crowd of tile thrC(' or lOll I' p r('ccding days. The thaw of 

the last twenty~f()\Ir hOI1r~ hall hroken up the thin ('fll"t of 

ice, with which the .~ urla cc of the river had lXX'n prc\ 101J~ly 

covered , and rendf'l'cd its ra ~~a'Y(' uO'ain I>Ta I·tieahlc. o 0 

~he Lo.lt which \\'a~ to 1;:1'1'.\' us across Wtl!> SCt'l! 0 [, 

the other sid e of the tin' r, ~lo\\'ly maklllg toward s 1I~; 

und the prospect of our ~ 1)('('diJy n'aching the \fi~h('d-Ior 

shore \tas lIot vcry chel'rlng, when Wt' looked UP/Ill the 

IIUIiICroUS cllIifllant~ arouud U~, ;lIld, IHcas ured hy til(' eye, 

the bread th or tlk str('alll, amounting to at 1t-a~t the third 

of a lIlile. The hllp('lc!>~ [lU III 1'(' of die alblr, a mi II ,e 

(;XCn; l~C of patiencc which the p('a~lIlH had alr.-'ady 

endu red. sCt'med to have recon ciled tll('1Il 10 tliei r .., ituatioll ; 

their horscs were tahell fl'\)tJl thclr ~le(iJ!:('~, an.! Ih!'.\' hiltl 

fo rmed a. sort of temporary t!lIca mplll('llt. M(,It, WOIII(' II. 

and children , compos~d the t'Tmnl, 1,~iJ)it('(1 III \' arioll~ 

dresses, of tbe 1ll0llt grotesllllI' dt'scri ,ltiOIl , Mld c .. leulatcd 

in. difl'f>rent ways to resist tlw seyerity oftlw dim.lt.... SOllll' 

I)" the pca~ants were dotllCd ilL wigs. Wit h long p('n~Ic,, ! 

ears, not unlike th(' gra ve coilfure of a judg:(': oth('r~, agalll, 

Imd large hrown serge cloa ks, with COIl Is dosel", drHll'1l 

ovcr their fa,:p.s like so man)' capuchins: while the girl s, 

who wore long tails of their own h,m plai ted, had the ir 

heads enveloped in numerous fold s of li~en, ill thl' manner 

of a turban, Huge glovt~~ without fingers, enormollsly 
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hell\') bOOb, and !!,lnlk ... rouud their wllbts, IIlto \\' Illch their 

"hIps were th ru~' Ul1d IUIIl !.!, II ]\{ from 1)I'lIlno, ~olll l) ll'ted 

the lIl'CQul rCIIl('1l1 of the IlWll, \I 110"\' ai'p~arnll('e \1 ll !t> ren

dered !otl ll more PJ t'tur('~qu(' h," the \I llIte ,mil !;ll lli'1Cd 

half of theil' lx·anl ~ . A t length the boat an 1\ cII , lind, liS 

the nt:11t 01 \'l1l harklll,U: "('(:II1\'d to he reg ulateJ morc ohy 

the <'''peeled lIlll/limt 01 rCIlHllwmtlOll than b,' anv \ 'llg,U£' 

notJOm, 0 1 pnOnl) 01 chullI , Ill' 'ICTC Jllt'k)' (,llouu:h to he 

allo\H'd to go on hoard TIlt' \"('~<;('t wa!> no t ,I laf!.!:t> 0 11 f', 

Ullt the) rnll tnv('d to \1 I'll I!(' three kil,/tkll.I, !,,('h'c IloT"!.·", 

;Uld a ... mall.' 111('11, 111\0 II !> <;111all (·npaclt.\ . In the hu"II, ' of 

the moment, a .1 ('11" had llJallll!!cd to em hark alollj! \llt ll 11<;, 

:lUd fwd ~('("r('t('d 'JJJn~c! f 'lcllllld one of thl' clirnag'I"': hut 

he wa~ dd{'cwd JlJ hl~ IHdlllg-pla('(" IIl1d, lor "'OIl1e rca~on 

or o tllt't, h ... no !lipan ... apparen t, Ila ... kl('kcd out of the 

hoat '1l thoul the It.'a'''' ('Crt'IIIOn\. He 1l1:(t\C no rc~\!>tal}{,(', 

a mi h .... tanl(' U('([UI(''''{,(,lIce ... h('\\ed thai hI' either though t he 

tlc!>cncd tillS IIsage, to II 1I\t"h h,'r hahlt he wa .. r rohahlJ 

accll~t()]llctl, or that he dare(] not resent the ill-treatment. 

Perhaps, he had no oU!>.lIle!>s 011 tillS s](le the Dnieper, for 

though the ll(' ilrcw populatIOn of KIl!w i!> con<;idl'rah\e, 

the re are Ycry li:w Jcw~ III HU~Ma: and If they art> gene

rally :.crved m tillS manncr, tht',Y have a :.llll stronger 

motive than lIle !>.upcrior :.aguclty und ('ullnm~ 01 the native 

Ru!>s, to induf'e them to prefcl a resldencc 1/1 Poland. 

WhclI thl:' t.:j('ctlOn was effected, and the party which had 
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usurped the boat was left in quiet possession, we attempted 

to push off .and. quit the shore. But this was nol the 

affair of a moment, for we were bound motionless, and 

fairly caught and entangled in the great masses of ice that 

had drifted down, and were accumulated on the margin 

of "the river. Greeted by the shoutings of the discontent d 

peasants on shore, the efforts of our boatmen, who, with 

long poles, endeavoured to push away the frozen im di

me~ts, (for which purpose they sometime even ventured 

several yards on the sllrface of the loose ice,) were, for a 

long time, unavailing; but their strength and patience were 

ultimately succe ful, and we then got into .toleiably clear 

water. We rowed up the middle of the stream for a con-

iderable distance, constantly beset by large floating masse 

of ice, and landed under ·the high banks upon which the 

town of Kiew i buitt, amongst women employed in beating 

and treading linen with ·their half-frozen ruld livid bare feet, 

by the sides of hole. made in the ice. 

;rhe-sacred city of Kiew, the Mecca of the Russian 

empire, to which pilgrimages are made from a great oi -
tance by the devout follower of the Greek faith, stand 

on the soutb-west bank of th Dnieper, on a high ridge of 

santI, ov·erlookmg the immense woody flat that xtends on 

the other side of the river, as far as the eye can reach. 

It was one of the earliest settlements of the Slaves in this 

country, and became in the ninth century, the capital 

G 
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city of their gm'crnment. It lost that rank III 1156, but 

the present town is still of enormous extent, abounds ill 

churches, and has a diversi fied population, numbCft"J at 

30,000, and consisting of Jews, Poles, and Little Ru~

sians ;-of these inhabitants, the lauer, whatever vi rtues 

they may exhibit in the COllntT)" whell cmploJcd in \he 

labours of llgriculturc, art~ re markable for lbeir extreme 

laz iNess. They POSl>c",s thi s vire in sneh a tlegree. as 

to allow all the ordillary mec hanica l art!> LO be t:xcrcised 

by !Jf o/l{:rih from Mo~('ow lind other parts, to thc north 

of the c lIl()ire. For a I"·w mOllth" in the year, these more 

t' nterpri~i~lg and ill(luslriou!. arli .. alls arc cllC'oura,gcd to 

travel to ~i('w; from whence, aller gaini ug II c('r1<1111 

!'iU IIl of money. th(')' r('turn to th('l r nativ(' provinces. 

POlloi, or tilt' Low '1'0\\ n, I!> tbe ;'hil'f rc"orl of the lsml'litt·~; 
old Kie w i ~ titmous lor its church of '>:1. Sophill, lhe fir~t 

Christian temple\.in the Hu~siall empire; hut l', ·c/w.,k, the 

thirt! dh'ision of the city. is the best inhabited, li nd the 

mOllt agrcC<ible rc!>idcnce. III it arc thc palace '01' Ibe 

emperor, and the beautiful pHillie gardens, fmlll whose walks 

is a mOllt muglllficent view of the willdiflg~ of the Dl1iept·r. 

It is, how('vcr, the llI () lla ~ tery of SI. i\1It1101\Y, with its 

catacomhs w g •. dlcriL~ cu t out of tile sluH.ly rock, and 

enclosed within the circuit of the fortress, which has rendered 

Kiew the object of peculiar ,'cllcmtion. In these subter_ 

ranean passages are deposited the dried carcases of 
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!le\,cnty-threc good and ,>ai ntly pcrsonag:('~. To convince 

our guide, that, though schi~matlc~, we hurl !'.til1 some 

<;,ort of fellow-feehng with tlif' Greek worshippers,-·lI'c drallk 

out of the htli low formed in the cros!'. of 011(', and put on 

the cap of another of thcse desic.eated monks, whosc heat! 
wa!'. at our leet, \\hilc bj:-, body \Va,> buried lip to tlll? 

!'.hou lders m the earth. But the SCa.,Oll of the year \\a~ 

unfil yolll.lIhlc to a curialiS ill~pe('tion of these sacrcu plact '~' 

and we hurried over them \~Jth 11 degree of haste, thilt tllt'i f 

!>allc!Jty ought perUaps 10 1m\"(' rcpr{'~~cd. 

111 JUUUlU','" Wt· II'cr(' mtorm('d tim! til('; grea1 nnnual.t.:1te, 

or P(Jli~h COllfmet, lI"ould lake placc. when. Kit~ l\' was to 

heeomc thc ~l:ene of much gaiety and ~pkl1do11f. Oil these 

OCCllhlon!>, the nohJes of the neighhourillg province.;; aShCR!· 
• 

bit', buy and sell cstates, borrow 1H001Cr. make tllClr 

purt ha<;es of variou~ 

mouths, and tran~act 

articles li,r the ~u('cccdillg lwcl\'e . , 
the bIlSJlll;~ , of the year. nut the 

prospect of the busLie and pleasure that wt'rc to be ullIHxl 

at thi~ period, was not ~ufiicit:llt to re ... tralll our desilc to 

reach more !'.outhcrn climes, and quit the regiolls of f(ost 

and snow, sledges and fur pclisse~, 

DlUing our stay of fh'C days at Kicw. the ground had 

l)('eomc c·oycred with seyeral inches of snOw; but thc cxtent 

of this aett80nable jail was vcry lUlccrtain, aud we had felt 

so much annoyance from the rudc sle.dging all the other side 

the Dnieper, that it was advi!>ablc to cbange our equipage. 

G S 
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the dress of our hostess. who wore on her head a cunOUl> 

cap, the distinguishing Irlark of 11 married woman, which 

was ornamented with II profusion of pearls. It is the hridal 

pre!>cnt made by the hu!>band to his wife; and , heing in 

!>OIl1e sort thc e:\tcm,,1 indicatioll of the wealth of her lord , 

is displayed with Of) ordinary fcl'iillg'! of vani ty. I have 

seen some that were t:~t il!Jated at 4,000 £llIcat.,; but tl ... s 

was at ~rody on the confines or Gallic'ia, a Jcwi!>h free towll. 

full of the most wealthy population, 

Dc{'ci\'t'd by the darkness of tht, ]light, we leam('d in the 

morllillg or the. 29th, when we '! topped lit the I khrcll' 

Tractln'(',.' ,~, that instead of being on the rOUlI ~o l,ipuwit:>:, we 

had reached Bogouslaw, on the riH~r Ros!>, allll, as we had 

travell~d too lilr tv think of relracing Ollr :.teps, it W,1-> re

sol\'ed to conti nue in the p~;,ent route: which, Ihougll rather 

circuitous, would ult imately bring w. to Nov, noul)(J~ari, 

the point we were makiilg for, amI the la~ frontier town of 

Russia, 

_But the tillle was now come when all further hope'! of 

sledging were to be abandoned , and a ~crit>s of di'iasll'l'!:>, 

from the conti n8al hreaking" do" n of our na:!.)' carriag{'~, was 

to commenc!', of w})ieh a faithful ret' it"1 \\ould be ,I:' clull 

and tedious, as ti.t' delays we suffered from the ('on!:>tant and 

imperfect "-ttempts at repairing: thcm, wert' "e:\atious and 

annoying, It may be suflicit'nt to say. dlat it \Ht~ a IIdral'lc 

to complete a stage without an <t('ciucllt; aud \l' iI:!t lll~ue 
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the matter still more Illolti(ying, lh(' best and most shewy 

of our bridgka.~, for which we had paid 600 roubles at Kiew, 

and pureha .~d lor our own use, was il)('omparahly worse 

than the carriage of onr dOlllestic!>, who!>.!' original co!>.t had 

been only 355 roublc~. '\lllile the slc·dgcs were rClllo \'(~d ant! 

onr n :hiek ... plac!'d tlpoll their 'I l)('el ~ , II"C had a long ('ollver_ 

satiOll with O llT ,kwi sh ho~t, a shrewd a nti inldligcnt tdlow, 

who SCCIlH'd actuated hy feeli ngs of ("urio~i l .\' that di!>.tlll

gui~l)('d him from most ()f his brethrcn, II hOM~ l'>ortlitl VICW~ 

were chiefly directed to cont ril"Ullce ... for fCl'ding U~ ill and 

charging us t'xorbitantl .v . His am.iety to.know the ohjel:t 

of our journey was e:-.. trcme, nor could he bt: p{'f~lIad('( 1 that 

rnotivCll of pleasure were the on l.,· indul'cm('nt!>. Lo :-'0 long 

and cOlHfortl c!l~ a ll undertaking . He was, on his owu ~mrt . 

\'cry {'olllllluniC'ative, and desirous to answer all our in_ 

quiries; and 1 obtmucd from him the ('x planation of it 

praclict! among \!he Jew:-.. willch imd oftf'n attractcd my 

attention in the d iffercnt ,·.lIages awl town s inhahitcd by that 

JlCople. AttadJcd to high poles, and extending ill various 

dire-ctions across the streets , we had obscrvetl many cord!>., 

connecting, a~ it were, olle bousc with auotl~r at a distance. 

" .1:-. long," i>aid our bost, .. as 'hcsc stringi> an' seen 

.. strctdJcd 'Jetwecn the different poles, it ii> permitted to 

" have fn .. 'C intercourse with Ollr neighbours ; bUl."when they 

" urI; taken down. 011 the sabbath, for iustance, a Jew is 

" Jorhldden, in easc he quits his' own house, to carry any 
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.. thing loose about his persOll ; ill his pocket mu~l be found 

.. ueither snuff-box nor handkel'chief." 

The authority for this strange custom, he told me. II ill! 

derived f!'OlJl tbe Talmud. To a question auout the climate, 

hc replied, tiJat the prcscllt winter was ull5casonahly mild: 

all<r, con~equentlYt prt'.!udi{·ial to their ('arry ill g trade 1'1'01 11 

hence to Odcssa, which fOl'Ill~ the prin('lpal branch of thcll' 

('Ollllller('t:'. The ~cveri t .Y of the wililer is, howevcr, oeca 

~ionalJy very £Icat, the thenllolllett'r indicating ~nl1lCIIIllCS 

a degree of ('I,ld equal to --20 of H.eaum ur. The popula

tioIl of Hog()u~law IS chietl.v .k\\i ~h; alit! though :.lie 

llIerc haflt~ ; In' Hot .,0 opuknt as tho.,e of HI~od.V, Cr;wow, 

and otlll'r towns ill Poland, it IS not rar~' to lIleel with iud i

viduals umong"t tbelll worth 10,000 dueats. They afe 1I0t . . 
allowed to posst'~s land, bltt buy the p roduce of the ~Oll. 

chiefly wheat, frOl1l the proprietors, and carr.v it' on skll ~l'" 

dm wlI by remarkably s ll~a!! o;\.CII , 10 the pd'rts of til(' Bl:ick 

Sea. We had had occasion ill the IOfl!lcr par t of our j OUfI!t'Y 

to .uscrve the cffed!J of the spirit of' COlllmcrec, when il. t he 

hands of thi~ industrioU!, people, in dlfiiJ~i ng Over the II lir,II' 

surface of EU\'f)pe the hl}.llric~ of England . In the 1110-;1 

miserable " illages o f Poland , hct\\'~'l'n Waf~a\\ <lml H',ua, 

where fn;quclltly the only food to he ohlaiul'd wa~ :, kw 

eggs, we scarce ly ere]' inquired 10]' lIIatl liquor. hilt th(;'y 

produced some excellent hrow n ~lollt. or hottkd i .Hudon 

porter. For this delicious draught they made us pay. it i ~ 
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true, a sil\'er rouble. Here also at llogousJaw, we aaw some 

of the very hest refined E!,1glish sugar, at the price of 17 ~iJver 

roubles per IMid, eqUid to 40 pounds. There arc large 

establishments at Moscow for the IMbrication of this article, 

and the trade is contraband; but such is the superior 

quality of the British commodity. that the ukases of the 

government arc c\cfcuted by the ingenuity and enterprise or 

the Jewish merchants. 

The rin:r Ross rfividcs Bogouslaw into two unellual parts, 

and the eastern divisipn, through which we drove when WI; 

left the towll, t"xhibit("d a very ruinous appearance from the 

conse<lncllce~. of a late accidental fiIT', that had ('onsumed 

many houst's. Oil the banks and in the bed of the stream. 

large masses of gmnitic rock were to be seen in !litu, afford

ing us the ;nly opportunity w~~ad had lor a long time of 

making a geological ohservation. The soil of the uneven 

tract we were how travening with our wheeled carriagel, 

was ofa rich loam, and the farm-houses of the villages on the 

road, surrounded by immense stacks of wheut, announcecoour 

ap}1roach to the fertile com districts, that form the granary 

(If the Russian empire. Having fairly broken down a lew 
versts before we reached Olchanla, we entered on toot that 

village late in the evening, and dislodged from the houle of 

the J~' Tradierer three Russian priests, who were getting 

drunk with wine from the island of Santorini. The 'Celhus 

of our hostcss were weD supplied with this beverage. which 
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she sold at two roubles the bottle; informing liS, at the samt· 

time, that sbc pror.ured it from Odessa, betwC{'1) which p ori 

a nt! the islands of tbe Archipelago a great cummerce WilS 

carried Oil in wine; til€' Greeks reccil'iug ill re turn corn, 

cm·iu re, and iron. 

The magistrate of Olchan la line! the steward of M. El1~Jf'

hardt, to whom the viIJu,I.,'l! belonged, had tlte kindness, 011 

our appl,ic!l lion to him for that pUITU)S!;, to send si). of tIll' 

serfs of his employer, to IabouT all night at the repairs 01 ' Oil\' 

lu· jflgK". and we were enabled carlyon ti lt: lilllowi ng <la\, 

to recom mence our ,iournc)'. 

D ec. so. \" c perfornwd the jirst stage wi tho~t a n lu.:ciJelll : 

but lILt; usual cause of delay, the want of horst''', kept u_~ 

somt~ h OUTS at tbe po!>. t-bousc, Il'hcre we fou lld an oftkc:r of 

hussano, detained in a s ll~ liJar luauner. He told 115, ill 

(J erman , that he IfUl! hy hirth a SCf\'m n, though !lOW in the 

Russian sen·icc ; and th7lt he had heen attlt'dwd, for a long 

tillie , as an aidc-de-calllp to the fiullO\LS Gt;M!!C Pdrol,ite h, 

IIsft ally known by tllC name of Zerni, ()f Bhu' k Ucorgc. 01'11 1'0 

former cOlllmander hc spoke ill terms of high connuclidati.oll . 

as lUI active Hnd cntcrpflsill.!!: parti .~an, ..... ho wa$ adorcd h.1 

the urlll)' (,1' rehel SCfvians, wilh whieh he had for tell 

years braved the whole force of the Turkish go"ernment. 

But as to his death, he candid I)' ackno ..... ledged. that, though 

it might be considp. red an assassil.latioll , and W1I5, it! 111('t, a n 

act of revenge and private pique, 0 11 the part oCthe Hospodar 

.. 
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of .Belgrude, wllo, having caused him to be seized in the dead 

or the night and decapitated, sent his head to Con~tanti· 

nople; ,yet, the suspicious circulll!;tlinccs under wbich Zerni 

Georgehud clandestinely entered the Turkish territory, woultl 

have fully Justified hi .. execution us a traitor, hy all e:\.prcs~ 

order from the Porte, It might be bald, that at the time 01 bib 

death, he had the rank ofa Ilt:utenant·gelleral ill thc Hussiuo 

service; but when he diOse to pass the frontier, ano st'cretly 

enter the ('ouotr,Y ill which he had formerly bllfrcd up so 

lormidahle a rebellion , he had torfeited all d"illl to pro· 

tcctioll ab a foreigner, IIl1d had uo nght to expect frum 

the Justice of" the Turkb, willch tb gt~ncrally of a I'cry 

<;mnmary character, that HI cabe of discovery hi~ fale would 

he olhcrwlbc, The inhahltants of the Village ncar Belgrade, 

where the murder took place, among whom were Illall) Hf 

IllS former tiuthful follower!>. a~Sl'mbled ill anm, dug lip the 

trunk which had'beell bUflCd, aud conlJllucd for som\; tillle ill 

a !itate of insubordination, Jt was not possiblt: to ascertain 

frOIll the officer who related these particulars to us, wlll . .:thcr 

lhL~ ltussian government eOllsidered itself insulted ill the 

pcrllOIl of Zerni licor~!, by this outr.lge; but we heard aftcl'. 

ward~ at Huchorest, that th(' Eillperor AJcJl.1tuder disa'·l)wcd 

him altogether. Our in/ormant at the po~t-hoube, ~cemed to 

think, that the affair was btiU the subJel't of negotiation at 

COllbtalltinoplc; aud that among uledelllaudlloftheRulIsiaus, 

on the !core of reparation, IVa!> the ~inguJar one, tbat their 
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fleets should be allowed · to sail th wugll the straits of the 

Dardanelles. 

When we again set out, the filCC of tile ('ountT.y assumed 

the appearance of a pe rfect Heppe, or wi ld Iwath, entircl), 

destitute of wood: but cxtrt'lllc]y productive, whercver it 

wail cultivated by the population of the villages that were 

here and thcre to 1)(' met with 011 its surlac('. 

Dec . . '31 At P('stdlUnoi Brod, webrellklilsu.'(lln the hOllsc nf 

a J ew, t';al stood in the ('(>ntf(' o f ~hout fifty small mi 1:>('rablf· 

white cottug('s, built of mud , and covercd with thatch, but 

surrounded and literally hid I, .... larp:c stacks of wheat. 

T he wret('heJ poli e y 01" raislng: a revenue frat? the vil:es, Ilnd 

at the c:-; pensc of the health of the thou.ghllcss serl ~ wa~ hut too 

ohviOlI1:> in tbe disg\lsting s(:cnc w(' had heTC an oppor

tunity of witnessing. '1'he ra scally J ew pointed out to \lS, 

in a tone of t:x u!tation, se~' eral parties of peasants. who 

were swa llowing his perilidaw. ~ ri rjts in «jiReTf'J1t corners 

of his hut. .. A ~ood customer," sait! ht, .. would drink 

" I~m one bundred roubles worth ill the course tit" the 

"week." Now, as a tumbler (for the poison was sold· in 

no less a measuTC.) cost only twenty coped,s, about 4d. ; 

the iQ.ordinatc quantity that must be consumed lO make up 

'I1,; .... permiuiun which it i, IIV! ,"ery prob~b!e th<l Pon~ will be ;ndlllcd 

to cunrell,, ; and _houhl it be .ttempt~d U) forc.'. (he add ,tiol\~l ' Ir" "1: forts, 
Iitely COll8tnlr(t,d by tM TilTh near Sutol III.d Abyd'n, will gl"Culy increM~" 

the d&n«er Ylld dJffifllhy of tbtl mlerp,i»e" 

" . 
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this amount IS almost in cred ible. 'fhe serfs of this "iIlagr: 

belong to the Emperor, to whom they puy Icn rouhlc!l only 

per annum ; and in return fOT this triflin g t<lx, ;'tTl' pro

, 'ided each with a house, and ha ve as milch ot' the 

steppe allowed them to till, a .. they arc able or willing to 

cultivate. The corn they rilise is carried to Odessa, #tom 

whence they return in a comparative state of wealth, hesides 

possessing g reat herd s of cattle, and ind(~ed a !>u pcrabull

dance of aJl the necessari es of life, with the ('xceplion only 

of fucl , for which, as the countr,Y aronnd thclII is dcstituh' 

of wood, th<'y arc obligf'C1 to empl oy dunp: and straw. 

But the cli ~ l i ll crics are ill the hallth of ~nvcrmll ('nl, and 

the Jew is the ilge nt by whom the hant~ flll liquor is 

distributed to the imprudent Sl'tt~ whose ea rnings thns 

rel"ert to the coffe rs of tIle· state. It would appear, 

however, that the Ill j~chiC I'om policy has the sanction of 

long-establi .~hed· c u~tOIll. as m<t): he ('ollected trolll the 

following remnrks, to be found In the descriptioll of 

Moscovia, hy ?\-1ilton . 

.. The reve nues of the empcrour," says he ••• arc what he 

" li~t . and what his suhjects arc able to pa)' . and he omitl'l 

.. Hot the coarsest Int~ans to rnise 111f'11I: lor in cver'y~good 

" tOWlI, thc.-e ill <t drunken ta \"crn, ca lled CllrSl:m~J.'/, which 

.. the emperour cither lets oullo farm. or hc~ t{j ws on SOIllC 

" duke or gentlCKlan in reward of his sct·,·icc." (p. 514.) 

U nahle to n:.!>ist the tcm ptatiOIl, there arc but few of the 
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pe8Jallts wbo 8,re provident enough to hoard their wealth. 
though tbe fertility of the &oil is &0 great, and they hoW 

their farms on such easy and liberal terms, that one of them 
was shewn to us, who, notwith,tanding lUs frequent visits 

to this den of jnifluity, had contrived to ama.ss a SUlD not 

less than 20,000 roublel, Upon the whole, Pestchanoi DTfx}· 

may be con!)idered one of the fairest spccimeos of aD 

agricultural village, in the richest corn district of R usaia; 
and its peasantry. as helonging to the emperor, who treatJ 

his !)crf!) with uniform liberality and kindness. CP,)o)i. pec~ 

haps, as great a degree of comfort and independeuoe. all 

is compatible with the present form of go\·emment. The 

only circumstances to be regretted in their oood.ition are, 

the mischievous consequences that resule from tbeir o\vn 

imprudence, and the Darro\v and miaguided views of the 

department of the revenue. 

DurilcQuntay at the fractwf.1"'" more tJ.a. thirt;y fellow. 

e.otered tlae house, and reeled out in a state of wtoxication; 

bu\ u & 80rt of contrast to this degradiDg picture, .oil 

looking Oo\I.t of the hut, around ua. many of the IDeO and 

w<aea were busily engaged in more useful employments . 

• ,.. ~ of the .. all river that Sow. nur the ,illage, are fonned by 1011' 
.lwpt cli6 0( cr-Jte. eontaitlill, fJe.h-eoluured i&ftptlr, wtrite /{1MIrtr, aud a 
'er:Y f_ pwtW. of aUea, bvt Ilhoullding ill red pmetll. Cl"Oniu, the Ixw:I of 
the Imam. Ire ....... multi or the "me rock, in IIOmt: of the l peci\llela 

o£-.bid."e .-'-.'~ itt a ID.-r aimilar to t"at obllUYw. ill gn.phic 
If .... , 
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Some were tbrashing, and othen treading out their corn, by 

rapidly driving horses jn a circle, over the sheaves apread 

upon the ground. 
Numerous barrows of no great elevation, and resembling, 

jn their shapes, Battened cones, were to be seen 00 each 
side the road, 81 we crossed the Steppe, that brought LS to 

the post-house of Lyfsaia Gora. The village was at the 

distance of two verets from the place where the relay was 

kept; but the hut of the post-master afforded no accommo

dation8 wlutteverfor a traveller; and as our unlucky carriage 

again wanted the entire repair of a wbeel, we were glad to 

be received into the bouse of a neighbouring peasant. 'rhis 

is the country of the Ouman Cossacks, to which tribe, 9ur 

boat belonged; and his character was 110 civil and obliging. 

that we felt pleased witb the accident that had brought us 

acquainted with his quiet and domestic ljfe. Fuel was the 

O8Jy article which. they did not pOsIClS in abundance. but 

the winters are not of long duration, Dor i, the cold very 

intmle. On the top of a large stove, tbat occupied I)ne 

tide of the room into wbich we were admitted, sat his wife 

.. d three children, while the peasant made us a mNt 

esceUent soup of chickens, thickened by a 9011 of _.mall 

yel!"";,b white oeed. 

The ~re 'I'J'U maintained by con.tant lupplies of reOOl, 
IIUbble, Bod gnw,. p<OCDJOd from tbe adjoi .... ~ Our 

entertainment wu in every respect Ulost h.,sp.bIe j &ad we 
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were told, that we should have been treated III the sallie 

maullcr by allY other of the pea ... alltl'y, into whose hut cbauce 

mig ht have conducted u!:>. They were all ill simii:u ~·ir<." ullJ

stances of comfort, and bad hut OIH! ~lIbjcct of discOlllclH, 

w!iich arose from a J"(~CC[lt onlcr of go\"crnmeut , II 

appcarclJ that the fivc ["CgjlllClIl~ of Co~sacks, furnished b) 

the district, had hitbcl"to pedormed their military duties ilt 

home, 1\l'IJIlg as a sort of llJilitia, ont lhe.v wcre now to lH': 

com'erted into Uhlaus, and sellt to serve in an)" dj~tal1t pari 

of the empire. At thi!-. ilillovalion they were much inclined 

to nHlrmur, aUtI wert' lIot t'>..pcrted 10 yield lo Iht! chall,!;t· 

without the employment of ~OIUC meall ~ of (·ocrt:ioll. 

Before day-light tILt" tlllilily had wa~hed Illclll~eh'cs. and 

were Imly ing in li'oul 01 pi("t.un!~ of the Virgill. and \' ariou~ 

!>aiuts, arrangcd in a ('oruer of the :lpartulcnt in which wc 

had all skpt; ami whcn .our curnagc~ were again ill a !;illtc 

to proceed, wc nwJc II tritlillg ili'kIlOwl(:dgIllCIlI to our 

host, and continued our route a('ro~s tht.! heath. 

')rut. I, l818.-0n taking our leave, am! thltnkill~ him fur 

our night's aet.!olnlllodation, we jocosely invited him 10 coille 

to Englulld , where we would endeavour to relmn hi:. 

hospfialitj'; at which he shook his head, and iutinmted that 

th£' journey was too dj~tant; " but," said he, " ),ou cal my 

.. bread there." The great numbt'f of English ves~cls that 

take in cargoes of wheat C\'Cf)' year at "cidessa, where he 

travelled annually with hi:, harvests of corn, naturally sug-
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gcsted to him, that England must he, in a great measure, 

dependent on its import~ from the Black Sea, lor the most 

nccessary article of subsistenee-. 

At Olwiopol, the most considerahle town we had seen for 

some time, situated un the edge of tile steppe, on . the 

eastern bank of the Sinukha, we had a greater occasion for 

tlie exercise of our patience than on the ordinary trials 

occasiofl( .. -d hy the usual accidents we ha(l hitherto 

experienced. An entirely new ci rclc{)f iron was to be made 

for one of our wheels, and the rude material, which we 

bought at the rate of fifteen roubles per }JOIld, was to be 

forged into. the requisite shape. Long as the process 

threatened to be, it was not to he set about immediately, for 

the carriage of another travcll~r was already in the hand s 

of the blacksmith. Our companion in misfortune was the 

Russian ,icc-consul, Oil his road ~ l3uchorest. 

He had crossed the country from "Moscow h.v a different 

route from that we had taken, and told of various disasters 

un his road; that he had been detained by half-frozen ri\t~rs 

in'somc places; by the want of snow sufficient for sledging in 

others; and by the ceaseless accidents of his ullfortlllllltl~ 

• In !he .pnp( of IS 18, the impurt. of gr.ill from Ihe Bll"l. .CI illto Mar_ 

"ilk" ..... ere, ,,~rh.p¥, g.nt beyood Illy formtr precedent. The premillm 
vlfered by Ih" French govemlllDllI of lix franc. per cluzrgr, equal 10 abolll two. 
thirdl of a quarter, ...... 'lifticieul 10 pay Ihe upellael of freighl. 811t thy 
00n1i1 expired OD the 15th of May, and it ....... then diffin!t 10 find a market for 

the gre.t I lIp"lie. vf wheat in any of the portll of the MediterrUle&u. 
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carriage, whose miserable appearance confirmed any 

mishap he could possibly relate of it. In its most perfect 

lltate it could never have assumed a very respectable 

exterior; but in its present shattered condition, it wore ,I 
truly piteous aspect. 'There was not a single spoke of ally 

of Its four wheels, that was not supported and kept in its 

place hy innumerable pegs. round which were bound cord:. 

in almos~ inextricable knots; in short, I think it is probable 

a tonsuJar personage has never before been seen to tntvcJ 

in so lamentable an el{uipage. He had already been iiome 

hours at Olwiopol, and complained bitterly of the tardiness 

of the mechanic, who was attempting to {latch up his 

decayed vehicle. while we were compelled pati/ntly to 

look on, till the skill of the smith had been nearly 

f"..x.hausted on his almost· irreparable carriage. In the 

house of a Jew, to whicb we were conducted for refresh

went, we ohmined aD. omelette. and '5ome indifferent 

Hungarian and Moldavian wine; and 10 the same room 

el!\ered into convenation With a wounded- Russian officer, 

whose story aerved, in some degree. to beguile the time 

that we were obliged to lOIter away. while waiting for our 

~bl. He had fought gallantly in the late campaign. 

aod had· distinguished himself 80 as to attra.ct the notice of 

the emperw .. who had rewarded his bravery, by according 

to him the p~ of his mother. Thi).}ady, who was by 

birth an .~hwoman, had, for some reason or otber, 
, 
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been. during leveral years, an cs:ile in Siberia; and the 

bappy son was now traveUing toward8 the frontiel'll, tel meet 

his parent. He was, as may easily be imagined, in high 

apitits on the occasion, and loud in hit praises of the 

good. the generous, clnperor. tbe dobro Alexander. 

From the Jews we returned to the post-houle, and found 

the consul on the point of starting. It was now past noon, 

and as it was not possible to repair our broken ~rhecl. in 

less than five or SiI hours, there wa~ 110 prospect of our 

being able to leave Olwiopol before nigh t. As a parting 

word of advice, the ("onsul endeavoured to dissuade us from 

such a determination; for his imagination, (as if not 

satisfied with .he numerous little miseries to which the 

ordinary accidents of the road, and the infirm condition 

of hi. carriage. necessarily subjected him,) was haunted by 

the tear of bands of wolves; who, as he positively affirmed, 

prowled about the steppes, and were extremely dangerou. 

to advcnturerN, who might trdverse them in the dark. 

Olwiopol. like most of the towns we had pa.aed throu~ 
from Kiew, cootaintt ma.ny Jews, but its cbief population 

consists of peasants, employed in agriculture. The bound~ 

lett stt'ppe lies before them, and they a~ unrestrai06t':! in . 

the .potA they may cbooae to cultivate. Bl"ftkillg up fresh 

land every year, their labour ill eomparatiyely trifting .... it 
is su~eni to 8Cnt'tch the surface of the eartb, ,ami having 

lOWed the &eed, the grater part of the relt! of ttt.e \YeU is 
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spent in indolence and drinking. At night-fall we cros&ed 

tbe nver Sinukha, on a dying bridge; and, at die distance ot 

five versts more, were ferried over the Boug. The road along 

tbe level steppe wa~ lD capital order, and having pa~sed 

through many villages, the cottages of "Iuch were gene

rally concealed from view by the countless ('orn ~tacls 

that surrounded them, we stopped at Balta on the following 

mornmg~ 

Jan. 2. 'frees, chietly willow~ and elms, were observable 

on each lIide of the rolf.{{; the country begao to lose the 

character of a steppe, the heat of the ~un was so sensibly 

felt as to oblige us to lay aside our fur ~ts, and snow 

had here entirely disappeared. According to the mtonna

bon of our Hebrew host, the &lnall fiver that divides the 

town of Balta into two pa°rts, was the tormer frontier of 

Poland and Turkey; and ou the bill, to the north-west of 

the stream, st&nds a chateau, that belonged to the family of 

Lubominki. At the period that Otchakow was taken, . 

Dta was also annexed to the Russian empire, in the n:igll 

of CatheriJJe, by Count RomaDzofl~ It is a place of SOUle 

trade, being frequented by Greeks, who give, in exchange for 

cblYJ.p.\the great commodity of the country.) bucalUlu, and the 
• .nne at the islands of tbe Archipelago. After anotber 

JerioUi ~, with our carriage. wretched fare, and 

plevous ~on at the post-hOU9~ we traveJled till 

fa~o'~.1athe~Qmi.ng,and tbenentered a Gennan wi.ot> 

l' 
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house at Nov. Doubosari. the la8t Russian town on the left 

hank of the Dniester. 

In the government of Kherson, and the tt8ct of country 

that extends hence towards Odessa, flfC many Gennan 

settlements, of whose condition, we collected from our 

landlord the following particulars :-To remedy in sOme 

degree the deficiency of population, in this part of the 

Russian dominions, a bounty had been offered by the 

emperor, to encourage the spirit of emigration_ that had 

manifested itself, particularly in the states of Austria. 00 

his arrival in one of these newly colonized villages, each 

settler receivt:s the sum of 355 roubles, granted him as 8 

loan for the tcnn of ten years, without the payment of any 

interest. In addition to t~lIS seasonable supply. he 18 

allowed, for the space of three years more, pecuniary 

assistance, which, under the denomination of Nallrungsgtld, 

is destined for his subsistence. 

As a check, however, upon the indolence, extrav.,ce, 

or inconstancy; of any member of the new colony, ~"b 
mi~bt be tempted to abuse the liberality of the government, 

the whole community is bound for the payment of the debt 

due from f'...ach individual. The state of the settleme~~·wli.B . 
not rwerted to be very flourishing; and notwithstanding 

the specious generosi')" of the emperor. most of the eOli. 
P,8nta (if we wek to give credit to the story of our 

informant,) were deeirous of returning to their native counttj, 
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(;()uld they but once discllargc the obligations they had 

volulltarily contra(·ted. 

But it appeared that the IIpirit of emigration hat! now 

groa.tly 8ub&ided, which WIlS attributed partly to the tale!! of 

disappointment that had been transmitted home by thoM: 

who had already !luRi·ted from the delusion; and partly to 

some prohibitory stipulations that were agreed upon at the 

Jate congress ofViennu. 

Nov. Doubosari, though enjoying some }lrivileges as a 

free commerclalwwn, is but a miserable place, and sufters 

greatly from the want f)f a sufficient supply of fuel , whirll 

the inhabitants are obliged to bring from th~ other !>Ide of 

the Doiester. The freezing people fly for ("omfort to the 

govemment brandy, bought wholesale at til(' Imperial 
• 

c.ornp(oirl. at the rate of one rouble torty copc{"ks pe r 

oke-a little more than a wine quart, and of which It.!. . 
weakn.est is its only good quality. 

On the bigh sand-bunks that form the eastern sicte of the 

~?er below the town, huts have been con'\tructcd for the 

accommodation of persons and merchandise comiJlg froUl 

the south, and subject to the laws of quar.mtine; tor though, 

a~-ths peace of 1812, the dominion of Rus!oia has becl! 

exteDded to the Pruth, a ~econd 01" interior line of frOlltler 

i. still marked out by the coune of the Dniester. 

Thus a traveller, entering Russia \trom the side of 

Moldavia. would b&ye to perform t\\'o quarantines, the lint 
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on tbe PruUt, the other at Nov. Doubosari. The leap of 

these periods of penance and probation is regulated by the 

uncertain and usuaUy jnae-curate reports of tbe 'State of 

health at Constantinople; at tbe time we crOPed the 

Dniester, it was only of three days'duration, but it had 

been during the previous month, without any sufficient 

reason, (>xtended to the tenn of eighteen days. 

Then' arc two roads that lead from the steep banks to 

the edge of the river, the one (distinguished by the appeUa

tion of the clean way), conducts the traveller, whom business 

OT cunoslty mo.y tempt to leave the healthy regions of 

Russia. mto the. country of pestilence; and the other is the 

path, by which those who are going to perform quarantine, 

alICend to the huts that serve. tbe purpose of a luareuo. 

The breadth of the Dniester is here about ODe hundred 

yards; it wa~ partially frozen over, and our Pals.ge, in a 

boat, was consequently rather diffi~ult. In a lofty enclosure 

of reeds, where we were len by the boatmen who hMd ~ed 

us across, we awaited thE' return of a peaSL?"WDom. we a.t 
found In the fields and despatched to the neighbouring 

VIllage, at the distance of a verst, to order horses for our 

carriages; the decisive step had been taken, thea; ....... .Go 

return, without undergoing the neceuaty purification of a 

quarantine. One of our eervanu had already tmveBed in 

Moldavia, and spike of the velocity with which tbe.']N>Itil

lions of that country drin, in terms that made III JoaIr. 
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with . • hri'ul eye at the state of our unfortunate bridgkfU. 

When they did: at length arrive, the cord harness was spread • and arr&oged' upou the ground, and five hor~eb being wlll:':cd 

into it were attached to each vehicle, though two wuuld 

have been amply sufficient. We now begged, with as much 

earnestness, and all little effect, that our lurugee (the term 

by which a Moldavian driver is known ill thc coulltry.) 

weu1d P~ at an easy rate, as if we had been entreating 

a Saxon postillion, by the elldcaring appellation of-Scltrmgcl', 

to mend hjs pace; but all in l'ai n, for, as in tile latter case, 

it avails little to stonn or bribe, bO here our conductor, (an 

uncommonly fine looking fellow, with a handk:rchlcf fold('d 

round bis head to imitate a turban,) could scarcely be pre

vailed upon to compound with us for a gentle canter. Hi~ 

ordinary speed, a full gall~p, would ha vc shattered OUl' 

vehicles into a thousand pieces. 

The rate of po'lting,' ana the met/JOU> of calculating 

distances, were now changed; til(' firbt, un comparison with 

t~RU8.ian tariff, was one_half cheaper, and the Turkish 

way of estimating by hours began to be adopted. Fol' 

the ten horses, which they compelled us to take, we were 

.. ~ ~irty.three roubles from the village on the Dniester 

to th~"to1t'n of Kichenau; at the ralc of five versts for every 

• Tbit wcrd ~ " brother-in-law," and, aince,pte lime of the Emperor 

~ • u...n, F"" to Germaa po.tilItonJ, par\.cularlY if the tra.elltr 
....... to be iD a .... bumour. 
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Moldavi&n bour the distance is called etght hours. but we 

performed it in less than half that time. 

From this statement it will appear, that we paid nearly 

the same price WI in Russia, viz., about five C()pecks for 

each venot; but this was occasioned by our not being 

provided with Turkish money, which continues to be" the 

current com of this part of Moldavia. If the calculation 

be made in paras (twelve paras per hour for each horse), and 

with reference to the exchange at Constantinople during 

our stay in that capital, (thirty piasters for a pound sterling,) 

it will be found to amount only to one-half the rate of 

RUSSian posting. Night overtook us on Ii. wild and barren 

heath, a few \'ersts from Kichenau, where we had some 

difficulty in procuring lodging, notwithstanding its increaeed 

size and present consequence, having been raised by the 

Russians from a comparati,.c1y insigoificant village to the 

rank gf a government town. 

Jan. 4. The following day was Sunday. and we fell 

transported into aD entirely new &cene, during our walkfin 

the bazaar. which was the nppellation given to the nar. 

row atreetoccupied by the principal shops ofK.icbenau. Low 
buildingt covered with shingles, without windoW'S, 10.1 ...... 0' 

were wb&tituted wooden shutters that were lined up IWd 

SUlpended from the roofs; in ahort, the shabby houtel bf 

a Greek or Turkhh town, were filled "itO. commpditiea 
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of all descnptions. Under the projecting shed .. were 

djs~ honey, frankmccnse, pepper, seeds of all lIorb, 

plums, oranges, s\Jlphur, mtre, cfc.; on the grou nd IllY large 

blocks of rock-salt from the mines of Okna, III Walldchia, 

the price of which was 14 paras the oke; In another 

part were earp. stulgeoll, and other kmds of frozen fish, 

from Bender. Amongst the cunou!o assemblage of people, 

were observable, the Russian officer, pa!.smg rapidly III hi'> 

hgbt drO:hko; the fine robust Moldavian peasant, contrasted 

with the IIOldlcr of the emperor, wllh his Calmtlk teatul'e!l; 

a few Turks of the lowest order; and many Armenians, 

who are here so numerous. a'll to occupy an, entire street. 

Seated In the middle of the crowd, were money-changing 

Jews, havlUg bmall table!. placed before them, on which 

were spread VenetlQD sequlOs, Dutch ducats, jfmduclu, 

ltambQl.t, and other specimens of Turki!.h gold. mingled 

with heavy copper ltu:.sian coped. pleces. The carriage 

of a. smart bea.utiful young lady. the daughter of the 

Arilllcuia.n bishop, was slowly movmg through the narrow 

and wretched street; behmd It stood a servant drCllsed in a 

tple.ndid Albanian costume. Such were the singular objects 

""t\IM..~poeed the picturesque group of the mean quarter 

of the baJ.ar; but other parts of the town were built In a. 

,better style. with streets more SpaClOUS, and hamh.oroe , 
-.. con.t11Icted of stone. 

Qu the 6th of January, which, according to the Greek 

• 
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calendar, is obeerved by the RUlSiana lUI Christmal-d&y. the 

churches were filled, and the Moldavian boyan "ere e,xhibit

ing tbemselve& in the streets in their most shewy equipaget. 

For our own part, we were serenaded by a band of giptte&, 

tall, swarthy fellows, who accompanied, very discordantly, 

with their voices, five violins, upon which they played 

varioull plaintive Moldavian airs. As this extraoniinary 

race of people forms a very considerable pal1: of tl1e 
population of Moldavia and Wallachia, IKld we had 

frequet'lt opportunitiet of observing them afterward!, a 

slight notice of their present condition. and of the most 

plamible speculation. that have bertn suggested by an 

examination of their language and peculiar customs, rna, 

not be entire1y without interest. The Cyngarus are stated 

too equal in number the nati,.e ~ntry of Moidal'ia ; and, 

il teem. DOW pretty generaJly agreed, to con.ider them 

of lntlian alraction. This opinion rests chiefly 00 

aimiiarit, of language, and some analogies, perhaps rather 

fanciful, that are coaeeived to e:si.t bcMreen the ban 
of the lower claa. of HindiU and thOle of the wandering 

tribel of gipeies. Of the latter reeembhmces, the cltiel 
are • fondneal for red dratel. the atone anvil ~6" 
theit fwrourice occupatio~ of blackamitba, the volup. 

tooUI daDeeI t)f sheir women. Ind their trade of fomme.. 
I 

telJiDg: all of them cwtom. and propeotitill, .. are 

ooid to prenil eq.ooIIy ....... g tbt> Pariah. of JI--'. 



TO CONSTANTISOI't.lo: 67 

They first made their appearance in Germany In the year 

1417, from whence they have spread over the ""holt' 

coalinent of Europe; and are, in fact, to he found in 

every part of the world, with the exception of Amenca. 

Slaves of the boyan, in Moldavia, under the degrading 

appellation of lJtdaruk, they are DOt employed in cultivating 

tbe 8OiI, but like some of the serfs in Russia, obtain 

~nnilsi~ from their masters, on paying an annual contri. 

bulion, or 00r0c, to wander about the country, and exercise 

different mechanical arts. The amount of this yf'arJy tax 

is 18 piastres for each chief of a family, and they travel in 

troops of 50 or 60 tents, carrymg along with ,them all they 

poMeS8, encamping, with their cattle feeding around them, 

and chiefly exercising the. trade of tinkers. This is thf' 

mode of life of the greater proportion of tbe gipsies; but 

there is another chua that is fixed in the towns, where they 

become carpeD~, maa:,os, tailoNl, shoemakers, and musi

cians. These latter, who have pertllanent residences, are 

6aJ1Il to speak ooly .. Walak," like the' nativp.s of the 

country; but the others, who rove about, have a diak:::t 

pecutmr to themeelves; aDd it is from an attentive com

~f various words in this jargon with the Janguage 

spekea ob, • people in Hindostan, that the chief argument has 

been dl'toW'O retpe<:tiDg their common OqgiD. A rich Molda
_ DOble WiD po-=- tome hundred gipsiea, whom he am_ 

•• 
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siders as so many cattle, obstinately refusing to sell them to 

a stranger, but occaslonall.v effcctmg an exchange of a few 

individuals with a neighbouring boyar. The pilfering and 

roguish dispositions ob'len'able among them in Ellglund, 

charaeteri:r.e them also in Molda\'ia; but the horrid storics 

of their being cannibals, and fond of the flesh of children, 

whom they stole, for the purpose of flfterward, devouring, 

and of which tl1('1 were accu~ed in Hungnry,~ and, in 

consequence, executed in the reign of Maria Theresa, 

are idle and utterly without founda.tion. 

An open and uncultivated tract on one side, with low 

hills occasiollfllly co\'ercd with small copses on tht> other, 

brought us, after some mishaps, from the ungovernable 

speed of our )lostilhons, to a h,ut at the seeond stage from 

Kichl·nau· , 

There was not much to be sa.d for the abode of the 

captaih of the po'st, as he was called, tllC windows of which 

were of bladder; bnt he appeared ci\'i1, and offered to 

give up the half of a rude elevated wooden sofa tMlit 

oc~upicd two sides of his room. He had. besides, a 

plentiful supply of fit'&wood, which, added to the state-

----• 'l"lv lo"n of Kl\;b~Il'o i. '\l~lound"d b) IGW hilb, having .~II ri'el 
'ow"" to the lIorth-n.r, nur tbe Innk. of "hie" ~ tbe qUlrrie. Ib.t (unaiah 
the .tOlle (mplo,.o:d iu bUlldtng the town. It i, • IIAlntone rock, 'IIItidt Much 
the .ppe.rance of Frencb IUIT, 01 c-nou, qlW'tJ, con.i.ling ofa coaserie., of 
. .... 11 bi,a1ve, and cooyoilited 1lbtUI. The .uata .~e nearh hotiio.l.!. hul dill 
a lillie to th~ we," 
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ment that tbe road beyond was very bad, full of ruts, 

and crossed by frequent smaJI but dangerous britlges, ami 

the storics of our Greek !ocrvant, of the I'Obbt:ries lind 

murders commiued by Serv ian and Alban ian fugllires, 

who, having taken refuge in the adjoining woods. illft'~t 

the country, clctcrmint:d us to await here the approach 

of the morning. 

]n the con venation that took place during the ('vening, 

between ·~ur interpreter alld tlte post~lllaster, the cOIl'ila nt 

occurrence of corrupt Latin words, of whid. tile few 

following may scrve as a l>IlCcimcn, could 1I0t fail h .• attraet 

ollr attention :-

Limba, Lillgua. 

}lllini, -. Pallis. 

Jo'erastra, renntm. 

Clip, CIiUlt. 

Apa, liqda. 

Homo, 1101110. 

Femea, fl'nlUH.I. 

The ordinary salutation, " Good day," is 13uclla deminazl!., 

and the interrogatory constantly in tbeir mouths, .. where 

i~?".~.?de est?-To explain these striking analogies, it 

may ~ ob!lerved, that the inhabitants of Wallachia (and 

with reference to their language, that. term embraces not 

ooly the province of that name, but also the I:Ldjoining 

~pa],it.v of Moldavia.) consider themselves more pecu-



10 JOURNEY FIIO. MOSCOW 

liarl), than the people of any other country. the deecendants 

of anlient ROlDan colonists. 

The great space of country extendmg from the banks of 

the Danube to the frontlefll of European Sarmaua. and 

peopled by two alsociated nations under the appellations of 

Geta'! and DaCJ, submitted to the arms of the empire, 

and formed the province distingUl!lhed by the name of the 

Dacia of Trajan. Its northern limit was mark~d out by 

the river Tyrll.s, or Dnieater; and the antient namet of 

Jallsloruru MunicipiuDl. Parata, or Poretus, evidently refer 

to the Pruth and the present capital of Moldavia. But 

the conquestI'> of TraJdll were yielded to the Goths and 

Vandals III the year 270, by the Emperor Aurelian, thougb 

many of the old Roman colOllistfl remained behind, pre· 

serving trace!> of their native tongue. and still boasting of 

their ROlDan de!Jcent. lu more modern times, that portion 

of Dacia, comprehended under the names of Temeswar 

and Tranllylvania, after man}' revolutions, has been annexed 

to the crown of Hungary; whilst, until very lately. l.he 

wbole of the prmclpalities of Moldavia and Wallachia 

ackDowledged the supremacy of the Ottoman Porte. 

The word. WaJak. which is of Slavonic orig~ art:r' 
said to lignif'y a nation of shepherds, is applied alao to 

the dialect spoken ~Y the natives of these two proYiDCCl, 
the oae half of which is of Latin derivation, aac:l die other 

a ' corrupt admi~ure of Greek, German, ~ ,ud. 
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Slavonian. It has '. been attempted to be proved, that 

the antieot Roman colony of this country was cartied 

away by an irruption of Scythians, ami forcibly transplanted 

beyond the Caspian sea, from whence they afterwards 

returned to occupy their primitive dwellinb'S ; but whcn 

it is considered that tllC various Asiatic hordes and 

barbarians of the north, who overcame the Roman empire 

in the f~.urth and fifth centuries, traversed this region. 

no further reason will be reqUIred to explain the confusion 
of tongues spokell by il~ inhabitants. 

Jan. 7. High steep banks, clothed with oaks, ('h.ls, and 

plane trees, formed the sides of the road for ~ome distall('l' 

after we left the post-house; and the country, broken intn 

bill and dale, was well cultiv,ated, and abounding in wlira!

stubbles; large herds of ashen grey-colou red oxen IH're 

grazing around, Rnd the stacks of hay, with which the face 

of the tract before us wa~ eo~ cTt"d, were illhumerabJe: 
'fbis and the neighbouring province of Bessarabia are 

cel~~Til.ted for their rich pasturages ; and immense dmves of 
cattle are sent annually into the states of Austria, 'by 

~hilef and Kamenetz, where they pay. on pa~sing the 

t'r{.utiet. a tax of seven roubles thirty copecks per heatl 

to the emperor . 

• See MtllUlIJe.ut I" Peupl~¥ qUI bailltent aUJu~rd'llIn la !>tee de Tn)." 
'tOl. 3Qt De. M4moire. de l'Aead~mte d.,b lus<'flllllQll>· 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE last t~aglc i ~ piant('o 01\ tlw left han l-. of the j'rutJJ, 

on the IIH!llromblc spot wlt('rc Pdt'r till' <jwut was saved 

from illl1u incllt dang;\'j' hy till' butd and (k!'i~irc "haril,~ tl'r 

{If l h(~ Li volliall peasallt, Catherine, WlJOlll II{! lmd just 

raist'd to ti ll ' Jij..!;Hity 01" ElIlJJl'('~!> of l {u~s1:l. 1':1,\1('11 by 

the success of the ral1lol!~ hattk (,f 1'ulla \\",I, t hl! Cz,l r had 

penetrated into the interior of Mold.n'ia, 111;(,11 his arm)' 

cx t(;lIuah'd h)' famine and di~ClI~', wa~ sll ti<h.:nly surro lllukd 

by the troops of lilt: l;ralHl \,il.i cr, ,lUll tlll"C;ltcned with 

coml)\c tc cxl('rminatioll. .\\ lhr~ critical juncture the 

courage aud prc!>ence dr llHUd of the t' .llp )"c~;" brought 

ab(lut a Ilcgotiati{)l), I hut st:ClJ rl'd the jlf'rs. )\1:11 sa Ii: t.r of the 

Cz~r :md lhl' llUIlU Ileslcd rl'trcli t of his arm)".. but the tt"rms 

of'the peace were nlrcuH::ly har~h and llcgracling, hcing )10 

less t han all I'Il ,gagl.:UI\;Jlt tu demolish the latl'l)'-t'rc l.:wd 

iortresscs on the PaltJ~ J'la,:o l i~, and to rcnc.:lr the di:.gmceful 

yc~ rly tributp. of 40,000 !'cquins tu till ... ' I'; lrtan, li'olU II hic h 

])ctcr had reccntly cxoncrakd hi~ ~u hi ecl.;,.. Thc )o{'CIlC of 
" 

thi :+ 1lIlt1lilutting treaty is now lite tl.:mpowry limit of 

the ac{luisitions of the gigantic empirc or Russia, and here 

I. '2 
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we were to produce our passports, and quit the territory 

of Alexander, 

We found thc Russian coloncl. who had thc (".:)mmalld 

of this station, engaged with hi s officcrl'o, and a part y oj' 

ladies in the ft~~ti\'i'ie~ of Christmas, of which, after tlu~ 

formalit ies of inlroductioll, and inspc{,tioll of our p: l sspurt ~, 

we wcre politely im'ited to partake, Ditmer WII '> o\'('r, 

cofli:!c and rum were therefore produccd, and we wert: 

strongly urged to join in the <lallec; b ut cxcusilJ g'O:Il'St~ I\'I'!< 

under the pretext of import.ult buslIless, and the llt'Ccs'iit) 

of crossing the ri\'cr, and readllJlg: Jas~y he/ore llark, 

we were allowed to depart. This pcntl i~sioll, ho we\'cr, 

\\"IS not to I~t' obtaiued without ollr being ohli,!!;cd pre· 

\" ioll~!Y to clUlure tile honours of a llnssian embrace, 

rendered, by ou, hm!\ stati~ or Ililarity, milch more 

I'ord ial thull agn:eaIIJt·. The 1'rllth, which i ~ Ill'rc about 

tili rty. yards br~ad, WIIS frozen u\'er; t 11\; (1l'llIalids of our 

postillions wer..: to be _.;ati s/ied before thcy would pro('c('d ; 

om carriagcs were till'll drivcn aeruss, the horses iy a 

m~J!lIC lit taken fro\ll thCIll, alld hastily conducted back 

by our guides, who II'('ff, ellf,!:er lO csn'JIlC the (-unt.aJuinatiOIl 

.,1' the plaglw. WI' wen: rCf:~:I \'ed It)' thc oRiecrs of the 

llrincc of :\1()ld'l\'ia, on a .~ J))al1 ~:llldy "Iaill m:ar It \'Wage; 

S IX plastics were dcman(lcd uf ,. ~ j~ )r thc passage of 

the ri\'cr, tor though the Icrry.hoat hy which it is crossed 

in the SUlIllllcr, was now of 110 usc, thc fcc was still exacted; 
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and we gave bc.~ jdcs, a douceur of tllrcc pjaslrc~ to the 

custom-house officcrs of the Hospodar, The rillagc Wit.!! 

crowdcd witb Greeks and Jews, who wcre cllrou~in" in o 

the coffee-houses , and 1\fohhn'iiln peasantry, who wert· 

most of th,'llI silting, and p:amhling Olt the ground. Thc 

street .. W('fC CU('U111uctl'li with ca~b of wille, carts, oxen, 

and hors('~, 

J -oo kil,lg back to tIl(' Il lIs~iall ~id{' of lhe P rlllh , wc sail 

th" l\"oudt'lI hUl s cOII ~lru("tl·d /\)1' the purpoM')oo ni" qlla ran linc, 

110\1' lixed at ('ldllcl.' l\ days' duration. and Oil the Mld:ICC of' 

lhe icc, \':ll'io ll~ l-!-roups of !j~ul'c"" ~1:lti()lIcd Iwar th( ~ lIl iddh: 

of the rin'r ; th('~c 11'('re th(' l)('l~O\lS from tlw LI,lzan'tto, wllo 

were pCl"mitted to (,olln'l'~(, "itll IlwiT fril'lah frolll thl' 

Mnlda\"iall .,id(', at the distancc of a 'mall mll'n·Ii!. ,,\tiel! 

Russian .!Icnlin('ls were appointed to sce rigltll,\' oh~l'r\"cd . 
On tIll' Turki!,h frontier there \\"jh no :lpl'l 'a r:IIHT wlmlel"('1" 

of an)' milita ry authority ~ hut lI"e W('T{' :-.Ii('\'\ II 1(1 tl lc hom!' 

of the !'ccrctary for passpol't~, III II IlChl' pohtc ,!lui Ci l~)' 

llHII\ner~, il was easy to recoglli~e the ;,ouplo-:l mIl1l .. rit'ulIlg 

Greek of Constantinople, H(' re~akcl U!> \', it ll ('Oll'ct" 

pipes, and wine; III return for whIch II w<\). not lliffi('ult 

to induce him to acc(Opt fou r pia~trl's as a rCIllIl1H'l'atioll . 

The drive from the hanks of the Pruth to J'l "sy is 

called three hours: it is o\'el' n. Vl'l'y hill.\' country. corel'ed 

with wood, amongst which. here and there werc ob!:>cn'ahlc 

the country houses of the l\JolOal"inn boyars. The cI'enillg 



78 .lOl l nN~:Y .-IlOl\l "IOS{'OW 

was rendered extremely fine hy a hrilliant SUlH'Ct, nnd we 

entered the capital just as it \If'camc dark, passil1g through 

}I long stred, formed by large brick hou ses, built at the north 

cntr-dllCC of the town. As there is no inn at .l dl>SY, we 

oro,"c to the hOlISI! 01 the F.ngliHh vicc-consul; alHl in hi s 

UbSCIll'(', were "cry ci\-iHy ["c('cil"cd by hi!. dragolllai'i, a 

young Greek from the i~lalHI of Corfou. 1n th~ de

sultory conw:'rsatioll thaI pa ~s('(1 during ~uppcr. we. collected 

~omc ,e:cncrnl notions of the slate a1l(1 politieal eOlldition 

of the nnllliry into whi ch we hlld now cll lcrc(l. 

During the period of l> ix 'y(,<lrs 11l1lt the fiussians o(Tupicd 

this portion of the Ottoillan empire, the hcad-quilrkn; 

of the ilfllly were at Budlorcst: a st'llator, or ciril 

gOH'fnOr, bc illf!: ~tation cd at .Ia~ ... )', At the pCOl('Pof1812. 

tll(>." felrcHled b('yond the }lrnlb. retaining pos!>('s~ion of 

thc lIloSt fertile hOltf of M u!dal'ia. !)'ill~ to tlw t'a~t of the 

fin'f. But if tbeir troop" 110 !o!iger occupy the tcrritory, 

Illt! Hmsiulls arc sti ll sa id to cx(:rcisc ('on .~idl'rllhlc influcllce 

o\'('r the internal policy of both the trihlltm)' stal<;s of 

1I-'lolUavia and WaJla ehia. In favour of tIl(' Christian 

SUbjects of the Porte, they stipulated at tllc )W<U'C , that, 

whereas fo rmerly their princes were fr('quenlly removed, 

(gi\'ing ri!>C to great and v('xatious impositions 011 each new 

uppoinlmenl) , c\'Cry Hospodar should, III future, IJC 

continued in hi~ authority for the space of sevell years. 

On the occasion also of allY ,"cry grievous contributions 
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levied by the prince upon the people, the inhabitants look 

to the Russian consul f(Jr rcdn:ss. and, througll the Il1t';J,lS 

of the amhas~ador of that natioH at Con~talltinupk , Jilr 

remonstrance with the mini~ters of the Cmnd Sci~lli()r, 

Fceliugs of justice, lind tIlt: sYlllpat ll,V ari1>ing from a 

similarity of religion, arc pleaded as the llIoth'es or all 

interference, that admits, perhaps, of :l more reall), and 

obvious S t ~llItioll, from consitkrations uf a less JisJIIlerestcd 

!Iatnf!'" , 

The hoyarlo, or IllJblcs, of J\loldaria, weft' IYjlH'SI'hlf'd :1'1 

Ji\,ing ~ellcra ll y in vcry afflucnt eirCulll~taIUT~, ~()me or lhclII 

('ven as possesM:J of an amlttitl i)1colllc of :m,(X)() ducab, 

They pass most of their time ill the city, ;lIHI spend the 

greatest plirL of their money ill p;alllbling, The ('oulltry is 

now free from the plague, wliich {'olllmitted dreadful havoc 

among its iuhabitant.'1, immediately ailer the tcrlllination of 

the late war, ill IBJ2,' Perhaps, thi~ 1Ct't'1lt ill~hllJce 

Ims made so great an impres~ioll Oil their .uimis, tbat the 

l\Iol~avialls have drawn a general (:oll(.'il,lsion hom all 

insulated fact; but they all pcr~is t ill dcdarill,!!: that 

Turkey in Europe is destined to suffer continually from 

one of the two most dL'Structivc st'ourge~ with which 

humanity is aftiicted. war or pestilence. Whell the olle 

ceast':S. the other makes its appearance; qut they have: Ocen 

rarely, ifever, known to exist together, at one and the :;ame 

time. 
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WOe were awakened in the morning by the loud and 

continued ringing of bells, :1t'COIllIJIlllicd by a peculiar 

deafening datter, that, on inquiry . proved to be occ.lsioncd 

by the rapid striking of two sticks upon a board. 10051:'1y 

suspended In tIle belfry of the neighhouring church. 

The followers of the Grc<'k religion, in thi s part o( the 

Turki.,h empire, arni! thcm~elvcs to the utmost of the 

tolcratiOIl they cn,io/; aud perform tit"ir rcligipus ("crc

monu's with a clamour, which, hOll"lel" ,·xhilamting it 

lIIay be to thCIll~clv('s, make ... the Jesf> zealous stranger 

regret the abscnec of restrictioll!> imposed elsewhere by their 

Turkish masters *. 
As 111 Hus!>ia, ~o ubo at JllS~y, the Greek ('hurdlCs have 

uniformly the noss ereded ove\' the crc~('cnt on the tOJl 

of the dOll1e~, which f01'1ll the onlinary terminations of 

their tOilers. This (;ireum!.tancc lcd mc to call ill qUC!.tiOll 

the accuracy of: the usually fcrcil'cJ aCCoullt, fcgarJing the 

origin uf this pecul iar ornament, which is as follows:-

, " AI (;ou~u.u\i"Ql>lc the vr"eko aTO' [l(ll ~n(lw~rltl"'l'n~ilcge of lH;.U., ,,],jeh 

n",, 1 lie a ,·"",Lderablt lori~"tion, In J"«j!;e f,un, tht ilnt'''rI,'''~e :o,lhwl",rl tv the 

u.e and ,",cighl of Ihcm in It"."i., "he.~ aU Ihe fc.~n'o"i,·. of Ih,· G"'ck {.ilh, 
dot· ~staWi.lted .eligion of II", C"""tr~', ar~ I'erio""cd "lIh the grnte.t I'omp 
~nd mMI:"iliccllce. JI ""ulol np]l~ar, lhat Ihe lu 'e for bdl. of ('lIoronou. d,me", 
.ion. r:Q"till"~~ . ti\l to prevaIl thNr, •• I hne heu.!, ,!lu, during tI'e lu t 
'bmmer, .cve",' m"n'h.,.f1~r """ '1u,lIed ;\10'('0,,", olle lou been cal t, ... ·cighing 
4,1'.lO pmul" "'1 "~1 In noonl fJ6 101", ."'pa",iug, tlH'ldorf, .n other "",Us in 
'he world, "ilh 1h., u""rtioll of Ihat ",l,,~h Ii,·. in the Kremlin, Lu.i~d in the 
,'artl" .t the fnot of the tower or the' (;rul John: 



\\then the Tartars eonqucrcd nus~ia, the)' prolitllcd till' 

temples of the C hristians, by fi:\lH~ the cn'secllt UpOIL their 

su mmits, which the great C~mr Jnm "w~ilo\"ll("h, II"ho 

aftenmrds ranqu isllt'd the inmdcrs, alld dro\'c 1111'111 oul 

of the counlry, did nol take dOIl'II; but cOutcllt cd Ilimsclr 

wilh c/('I'uling the el'Os", ,dlOn; tht' ~.r lllhoJ of Al a l:olllct. 

in tok en of victory. But if ~uch a !otoq' wen' corre("t, the 

C hristiall, SUbjl'cts of the ]>o rtl' wou ld ~carccJy I'(~nture 

II) hra\"(~ thc ir f\JaI IOUictau tyranls, by Ill(' dj~pla.v 01 S{) 

iu!oulting a troph," 

l \tIlOlI g' the IIU lllcrOIH (:rl'('k chlHc hcs 011 .l as;,.,', Ollr 

,Ittcn tion \\,;1$ particularly ,lttractcd by the ,"cri' anliellt one 

dcdi('atcd to their three ~aints, (;eorgc, Hasil, and .1 0 1111 . 

Tile 111101(' of its ex terior is co\"cred \ll til stucco, moulded 

into the most curious and intricate f()rm~, not unlike tht' 

irrt~gu l ll r patlcrns sOllletillll"~ ~cen 011 papC'r or ('arpcts. 

Trad iti on reports, that atl t1ll~ highl,r-ornallll'lltcd surJiu.'c 

wa~ forlllerly ('oated with gold, of whidl It was despoiled 

at thc lillie of HI) inroad of the 'fartal'lI, I\y" the CtJl~',!Ucron 

lIla~ing a fife fOund the church, am} me.\ting its ~lI llCth 
gilding, 

The capital of "Moldavia is situated on the de

cli"ity of u hill; to tile west and north-west is a lllars hy 

flat , through which flIns a small ri\'ff, that in spring 

overflows, and inundate, the wholc plain. To the south 

of the town the mountains arc high ; th(' plain above 

" 
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mentioned is bounded on the west by a small bill, ou 

whose sides arc vineyard:,: on the summit stands a 

monastery · , The city itself cOIlSi:,ts of a mixtuw of low 

miserable huts, covered with !>hinglcs, and of ~ Ita(: ioufi 

house~. built of brick, aud whitened with plaster. These 

latter WCf(' Illost of tlJCIlI erected dUring the occupation 

of tile country by tl l1.: Rn$!'tians. The st reets arc laid 

with flat planks of wood, constlllllly decay ing. :Iud seldom 

repaired. Oil walking out, the first, and Illvst :-. triking 

object that medii the eye of II ~ • .lrangcr, is the ellormous 

balloon-shaped Moldavian rap. or calpak, of an appear

ance ~o Ullwid(ly. as to ~Ill reml)' to annihil:Jle tilt' persull 

who has the ('olH'agc to 1ll0\' C under ~uch an oPI)rcssi'lc 

burden. They arc, howc\'cr, not quitt' so forlllida blc, 

being in reality very lig ht, ' Jnad( ~ of pasteboard, ami 

covered with ~rc'y fur, which, I believe. \~ generally lamh

lokin from the Criult'a, 

The boyars, urNoseu iu loosely-flowing roocs, some with 

beard'), and othf't"S wearing only ulUstachios, are seen in 

the streets, walking, or riding II UI TUT( ' , with Tnrtar 

saddles ami stirrups; or, perhaps, more frcqu(,IIIJy indo~ 

lently lolling, and looking very forlorn, In shabhy caR~chcs 

built at Vienna. These vchicles arc driven by ('oaclimeD, 

dressed in tbe unif~rlJl of hussul"!I; hehind tbelll are mounted 

• Jp the ""ighbourbood are qUlTri(" of )cllo .... u lld.ltone, "lid ... bile . helly 
/iuu.aone. 
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footmen, accoutred after the oriental manner, with turbans 

on their heads, pistols, and ataghans in the sash round 

their waists, and usually carrying in their hands the long 

amber-mouthed Turkish pipes of their rna ter. The 

combination of Oriental and European manners and 

costume is irresistibly ludicrous. The boyar looks like a 

grave Mahometan j but speak to him, and instead of the 

pompous and magnificent sounds of the Turkish idiom, he 

will add;ess you in tolerable French, and talk of novels, 

fuo, and w\,ist. In the afternoon, between four and five 

o'clock, is the grand promenade, when a long string of 

caleches is to be seen moving in solemn procession along the 

jolting streets of Jassy. The carriages are drawn by two 

horses, generally covered with large shaggy blue bou ing , 

and harnessed so wide a part, as nearly to occupy the whole 

breadth of the stref!t. Mingled with the solemn figures above 

described, are occasio~lly to be seen. the wive~ and 

daughters of the boyars in close chariots, enjoying this 

their only public amusement .• When the promenade is over, 

the Moldavian noble retires to whist or faro: where he will 

lose at a sitting 500 ducats. So much addicted are they to 

gambling, and so lax are their notions of public morals, 

that the officer who has the title of Aga, and the duties of 

minister of police, in the city of Jassy, is frequently to be 
• seen holding the bank at Faro. The place swarms in 

consequence with adventurers, one ot the most celebrated 
1\1 .2 
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of whom was pointed Ollt to 1IS, in the persun of a Polish 

Knight of Illtlustr.r, whogc whole fi'rtunc, 011 his arrinll, 

consisted of a ring of small r;tlllC'. U pOll Ihi s ht~ hud 

raised all incomidcrahlc 5\1111, and, hy a nl1lslant series 

uf good lurk . had ama<;sl'd :1 largl' properlJ, and was 1I0W 

to be sten en'ry tlay ill Oil(' of IIIl' lIlost spicndid clJll j pa~c~. 

Uut if lbe boyars ha\"c adopted the \" icc<; of ("j\'ilizc(1 

F:Ul'Op'-\ they ha\"c made liltlc or I~O pl'ogrcl's ill the 

im pron' lI1cnls of polished socie ty. Tlwy arc c~trcUleJy 

iliiICr.lIC, their only aUainlllcnt app,'a rin~ to be a little 

facility in ~p('aking Frc-Ilch, which gin's elliployment In a 

few rt'fugccs of that nation, who af(' c:-.tnhli"hctl here, lIml 

live by gi\' iug"lcssolIs ill lhat langu:l!;{'. We met also wilh 

SOliI(' ()crlllaTl~, anlOngst olh(~rs wilh t \\'0 I Iallorcrian dot,tors, 

aud tll'O or tllrf'c Creeks frOIll '(1)(' i.,)and of Candia: the 

occupation I)f the laller wa.~ thai of Icaching modern G rct·k , 

the htl~,!!;uage spoJ-en ilt the court o~ the f-I osJlodilr. One of 

tilesf' Candiulf's had 11 preSs lit litss}, employed t'nlircJy 

in prjllting Greek )Jfa:rer.books; but it :Ippeaf('d that his 

trd?l~ wa!> not \'e;y tllth-ing. a~ he lIpokc to us of the slrJllg 

cic!>irc he had to r(~\"isit his nalino islaml. In Candia, he saitl, if 

he CllUld he so fortUnate as 10 relum there, ill the suite of 

sOllie ridl English traveller, he WllS certai n he could point 

out some curious remains of untiqnity, ami Jlurchase, at an 

(:asy rate, nmny vaiuahlc manuscripts. Jt was curiolls to 

find usscmblctl ill this small city, people frolll such l'anOU!) 
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parts of the world ; but Il le most interc!>tin g ohject remains 

still to be descrilwd in the pers(J l\ ami courl or tlit; 

Hospodar of Molu a\" i:.. As tran'Hers in (.;rect"l', w,' had 

Ix.'cn accustomed to see the dcsccndanls of thc illmlriuus 

herocs of antiquity, basely t> lIhmitlill g 10 tbe gro~:.c~ t 

insults fWIlI the mealiest Tl,rks, without daring 10 lifl. tl ,~: 

dl'gratlcd hanu of it "/dillt again st the :\laholllctan dl'~ I'0t : 

the spec,lilcle, therdort', of a G f('ek, t ' M'rl·i~in.~ the fI ~h h 

of soverciguty. could not hut grea tly ('\ (' il c our c urio~i IJ. 

Our presentation a t )hc court of tlrt' lI o~pod: II ' W:J !> delayed 

tor a short tilll(, II) t be de.d h of hi~ gr:llll l-daught.:t', all 

l' \'{' nt that look platT tilt' d:ly "ltcr ullr arrinl l. She wa~ 

the child uf a fin'ourite (laughter. :111<1 hi ~ ~Ji ghlles~ wa~ 

reported to he grcatl)' alHi t: I" tl at her los!>; though ti l\' 

melancholy c\cnt did not pillnge the court into grid~ or 

mourning of allY H'ry Ion!! duratioll , <I~ il Ir,lS iulinmtcd to 

us, that in h\'o day s Ire .!Ihoul d jta ~'>: 0111' ll u tlit.' Jl l't! . lJra th i ~ 

speedily jallowed b," Ih(' rill", of hurial m til ;:; "ouulry, alld 

on the following lIIoruinp; the "::Ih't'Cls of ,Ia <;~y werc ('ru\((~"tl , 

to \vililess the splendour of the funeral prot'cs!>iu l\, A gl;eal 

number of Grcek priests, holdiug lightl,t! tapers in llrci r 

hands, preceded the body, exposed ill au open coffin, lilll'd 

with green silk, ami ly ing with its lilce uncuvered ; hehiml, 

followed the l\ibanian guartl .. of Ille, prince, dn:~scd in 

their most gaudy a uire; in the rea r Wl're a few 1\TI! tdlCd 

c:aicebc!J, some empty. and olhers c:arry ing the umius or 
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honour, I presume, of the princch. The crowd was great, 

and we made an ineffectual effort to coter the church 

along witb the processiou-. 
In the evening of the same day, we went to see the 

mustering of the guard, in the court of the house of the Het

man,or commander-in-chief,for such was his high-sounding 

title. lmagine, the mean yard of a second-rate inn, in the 

centre of which were to be seen, by the glare of a fire 

burning on the ground, half a dozen turbaned figures, on£ 

with au ataghan, another with a pistol, and possf'~!ling in 

all three muskets among them. They stood with foh1ed 

arms, and a most assassin.like air; nearer the gate, at 

vanous intcr:uls, and fonning two rows, were ,'isiblc 

twenty half-clothed l'tTctchc8, without sandale. stocking", 

• I "'a" p,u~nt, for d'e fi r. 1 tim.', al a G,~k fllnenl, in the opring of the 
ytar I MI '2, at Linrlim (antientl~· Let,ad ... , in n..-olla). whr,e _ wrre delain~d 
fOf ..., ve~1 day" by tI'F arriul of a r ... ha going from eooatantinople to hi. 
go'~ .... n,,,nl on rio .. ,. to,.o or Eg, ii''', . ",J I """1'.1 (,"'" ''')' j""nIBJ, the following 
olo.erntio"" mlde on that occu ian :_ . 

" Apt"il <:1;. Loud ol.n.:h and IllQlental\onl, which continued for five minuw-. 
" werC heard illl bouie adjoining tbe OM we OI:oopiedi Ind, OD in'iuiry. I fQ(wd 
" d,,,lsomc One had j Ult npircd; three hour. after ..... rd. IIUended llor ('"oe,"I ; 
" Ihe boody .... u pllced on I bier ill the middle ohhe church, with li,tbted tlpera 
" arrlllged lUoupd it; e~et1 one p~...,nt held ,I ... , tape!", ud wbeo Ihe .... 
" ...... cOilclukd, moot of the J>"rson. in the e lou,eh adYilleed and killed the 
" fact of the corpte. The grlfe will uoly two feet deep, inlt) whicb, wbell 
.. the body WI. depu.i~d, ODe of the IlIl inlot prien. threw a liule evtb, IUld 
" Ifurwln!. the .wn of the CWln; the cOfJMe .... a. wTllpped in linfl\ doth, 
.. and the bead will ' ''pponedby I pillo .... filled .... ith unh. Al\erthe ceremOClY, 
.. bread, .. me, .011 oliye., weft dinribu\td among tloe per'OUf pr_I." 
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and some even without other more essential parts of dress. 

Along this line moved slowly the band of his Excellency 

the Hctman, consisting of a drum and fife; and when it 

had reached the cJ.:tremity and returned to the fir<', the 

ceremony WllS concluded, and the guards filed off to their 

respccti\'c posts. 'rhey were to watch aU night, near the 

gates and 011 the outskirts of' the (own, to prevent, or, 

what they appeared much more fit for, to comlllit IIlUrd{' l1t 

and robberies. 

Monda,,!. JQII 12, was the day fixed lor om \'isit to thl~ 

H08podar ; and \\'C were to he gratified, at the same tillie, 

by the sight of the most regal of all t.he ceremonies 01 the 

court of Jw.sy. The nomination of the bigl, ~fflcers of tllC 

govl:mmcut was to take place in the audience-room of the 

palace. 

Accompanied by the dragoman of the vice consul, who 

was the only persOIl herr~in the characterofa Dritish :.lgent, 

we drove in an open call-che, about nine o'clock ill the 

morning, to the palace, It is 'a cOIl !l iderabl~ brick edifice, 

and' notwithstanding its air of dilapidation from the stuCCo 

having fallen off in various places, wears upon the whole 

mther an imposing appearance; it looks, in :short, like 1I 

public residence, and the-arms· of the province arc fiJo:cd 

over the chief entrauce . 

• They conljllt o( tbe head of In 0_, o"er \\ hich ~re ~ 5t.ar and a crown,IIId 
on each Itde, the repre tenlaliooB of Ihe lun 11K! moon; of th ... e devicu Ihe 
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The carriages of those who had arrived before us, together 

with several horses richly caparisoned, fwd destined to carry 

off the official characters wbo were about to be nominated, 

were waiting in the court. On alighting we were received 

by a person bearing a staft~ and dres~d after a grotesque 

fa~hion. who pro\'cd, bj' his antics and grimaces, to· be 

the court jester or builoon. He took charge of our 

pdisscs, and danced before llS into the grand audicncc

room. .Moldm jan boyan. with huge calpaks, the Hus-sian 

and Austrian consuls in thcir respecti\"c uniforms, Albanian 

and Sen"ian soldiers, the chihouqllr gee, coffee gu, and 

other domestic officers of the Hospodar, were lounging about 

a spacious h~lI . which tile delay of the pIiuce's arri,'al 

gave us leisure minutely to examine. Ncar the throne, 

which was an cle,"ated chair placed against onc of the 

walls, were sll!lpcnded a bow and quiver, and along the 

sides of the aputrncnt were figure-d thearros of the twenty_ 

two different district!; into which Moldavia is divided ; they 

wcrt' painted i~ fresco in SO" many circular compartments, 

and exhibited the characteri.tic products of the several 

provinces. 10 one, for instance. was a representation 

of the vine; in another, of different species of tii!lh; in a 

third, of va .. ioos sorli of game. ! 'be number was complete; 

moot promino:nt ill th" bull', bud; and .. tbe MoM .. ;"n. are prenrbiail, _pid, 
their neigbbouR apply 10 them I term of .~proach, deri.eeI from it, c:a1li'lJ a 
n.tiu of that provi!u;e, " Cap di bo •. " 
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the whole of Moldavia WHS depicted upon th •. : wall, thoug h 

the Russians are in possession of the most ferti le half ufthe 

country. 

At length a buzz, in the passages leading to the aud ience 

chamber, 3hnoUilced the approach of the Prince. lit, 

came, supported by the Grand P astcluik . and another 

of his chief oAlcers. li e Wll!'! about forty ycars. of age, 

wore a ,beard. and !.eemed still to labollT under the 

('ffCCls of his recent loss; he appeared olherwi~c in had 

heahh. alH.I had an ex pression of great an:\.iely ill his 

countenance; whell seated Oil hi!'! l11ron(> Ill' lIlade a speech 

in Greek, annollllcing the h\isiness upon \~hwh hI' was 

about to proceed, and d welling 011 tht, respollsihility of 

the high oftidal si tuation!. to wh ic h ill' \Vas going to cicC I, 

(of course), the most worthy of the l\(olda riilll boY.lrs, 

who surroumlcd him . A Greek fl'01I1 ConstantiHopll', \\il/1 

the title of Grand Po!.telnik, 11'/10 is his· prime 1IIi.l1isll'r. 

stood on the left of the throne. On a suddell, 11 hoyar 

advanced from the crowJ, ail(1 being dotlnx' ill 11 cal\aJl 

(a yellowish. brown l'Ob<,), ascended thl' steps of the thrOt ..... 

and received frolll the Hospodar, the statf llppropri1illed to til t.: 

office to which he was nominated. He kissed tl.c halld 

and tbe garment oflhe Prince; and. baving retrl'ated a lew 

paces, bowed, and commenced a long speech ill modern 

Greek, praising tbe wise adOlinistmtion of his Highness, 

and promising an equitable exercise of the authority now 

N 
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delegated to him. When he had concluded, the Grand 

Postelnik led the way through the <.rowd. to the outer 

gate of the palace, where a crier announced to the popu. 

lace assembled in the court, thc sty le and titlc of the 

newly-crcated magistrate. In this way we saw !:icven 

boyars advanced to the following offices; they arc 'the 

chief 8p,pointments under the Prince, all greatly coveted 

by the Moldavian nobility; all of them Ilurchased.; and, I 

dare say, llave all the same gencmi character of impartial 

and efficient administration "'. 

Chill Jurlg".~ 1f Moldavia, ulw hart flie prwilege f!f fCfari71g the 

Rl'ardt· 

Grand Logothcti de Tzara dc Dy.oSISC, that is, of the 

lower, or southern, division of Moldll\'ia. 

G~nd Logot~eti de Tzara de .. Sou~sc. of the uprer, or 
northern, division. 

Z Vomiks de Tzara de Dzosse. 

2 Vorniks de Tzara de Sousse . 

• We "Were tQId, the GraOO pQstelnik bad problbly reech·ed tht momia« 
for the dlfl'treJIl pl.cci Ql!enl.bl,.,iYcnIW1l),. the lum of 100,000 pi.,trel. 

t 00 the other oide Qfthe Prulh, dul."t onl), 11 few bour • . the belrd i_ the 

ct .. rlcteriltic Ippmdar fJf the Krf and ignoble Rut.illl ; but bere, OJltten are 
d.I .. ,ed, _00 IIOlle ta,e lhe riJbt to uhibit I bel1d, but r.boH wbo, in Idditioa to 
thrir dum, of nobilit)', .e1ml,. e~erciK, or blVe uerciaed, the ,reat Wgnitiu 
,,( the IllIe. 
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Vornik d'Opstia, or Judge of Civil Affair!>, and Grand 

Almoner. 

The foregoing, together with the Grand Postclnik, have 

the privilege of possessing eighty peasant. .. , or Seotelniks, 

free from trihute. 

The minor offieers of the government have the follOlnng 

uncouth appellations, the privilege of possessmg forty 

Scotelniks, and the right of beard. 

Vornik des Approds-a sort of sheriff. 

Aga-Ola!o,ter of police for the city of Jassy. 

Spathar-hcarer of the anns of the Princt', and generlll 

minister of police. 

Hetman-cOnll11ander.in.chicf. 

Bano- member of the Divan. 

The Hospodar himself has the rank of a Pasha of three 

tails, must have filled the important office of Dragoman of 

the Porte at Constantmol1le ; and, in addition to his mother· 

tongue, be able to speak Turkish, French, and Italian. 

The grandfather of the reigrling Prince, ~vhoiie name i ~ 

Lr .. f), ..... ~ A)'.(u~. K").).II'';:XIK, was a Moldavian peasant, wi..o, 

by his talent for acquiring languages, raised himself to the 

pastor Dragoman of the Porte, and afterwards to the enviable 

Tftnk of Hospodar. In these appointments he has been 

succeeded by his son and grandson, p,?ssessed alike of the 

same talents for intrigue and fluency of speech. 

In addressing the Hospodar. the tide of Highness ia 

N2 
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usually given him by strangers; but his correct style is, 

.. Waivode Effendi, and Duke of all "Moldayia," as we 

learned from the following authority. 

On our arrival at Buchorest. we saw m the possession 

of the former British Consul-General, l\'Ir. Wilkinson, an 

elegantly buund book, intended as a literary prescnt from 

the Hospodar of Moldavia, to the Uni versity of Oxford. 

It was the political code of the principality. compiled by 

the Prince, and printed at Jassy; the language ~as modern 

Greek, and it was accompanied by a letter, highly flat

tering, ll!> I was told, to that celebrated University, written 

in the purest Hellenic of tile Faual a, by the hand of the 

Hospodar hiinsel[ The superscription of the letter was 

in Latin, and as follows :-

Magn: Brit: Celeb: Uni,·crsitatis; Oxoo: 

Magnifico Rectori. 

O).oniulll. 

The title of the book was, 

K"'&( rJ"A'~""O( 

~~ 1lp''Y'''''''u '"'I( ~1oA&.j3.'K 

u \ ... "'. 

and tile Btyle of the princely author, wbolle portrait appeared 

as the froIttispiecc, T"dll thus :-

B<>I~t A..o.",'K' 1(0' 

·H'YfI'-"'~ "!J'"I~ Mul.8a#c'l':. 

a Greek quarltr in Con~I."li"0l'lt. 
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Whcn the publk cercmony was ovcr, the Hospod'ir 

retired. supported undcr thc shoulders, in thc !,amc manner 

as on his first entry; lind in a short timc we were admitted 

to an audience, and formally presented. The interriew 

was strictly Turki!'h ; we sat on l>oiiIS, ami had <;uili:.-<-. 

sweetmeats, and pipes presented to liS. Thc only diff;:-f

cnee observable between this and an ordinary 'l'nrki!'h 

visit, co~lsisted in our being a ble to carry ou ollr COIl

vcrsation in French immediately with the Pllsllll, 1II ~It·ad 

of being obliged to antil oursclvcs of the msistau("c of iI 

dmgoman. Thc dialogue also was a little more- jute-

resting; for the (lllc!,tions of a Turk arc usually Ml lrivH· ' 

and unmcaning, that, lit the end of the n:rt!lfloIlY, il i~ 

difficult to recollect the topic'S of COllvcrs.1.t iulJ . Hut 11i(' 

Hospodar had heard of the (I cath of tht' l'rill(,{!!">s of 

England, aITected to lament it ; :lntl , us we C;J1ll1' fWIll 

nussia, made wally Ul tl'rirics cOIJ(,cl"UjJl~ thl' I'c~id('JIC(, oj 

the Imperial Court ilt Moscow, the .;tate ortlrc army, and 

the probable ol~ie{'t of the 'Emperor in. mllintaillin!! so 

great H. number of troops: q\le~tiol\b, ..,OIlW of them rall wr 

delicate, and 110t admittlllg of a "rr·.y t·al>'y fl'))I.\·. 

At the close of OUi audience. his JJi j.( IHII' ~~ beillg w jimr rt'd 

of our route, desired his sccrt'tar)' to m;li;c (lut a g:ratujtl)ll~ 

order for horses from Jassy to the frontiers or .\luJdu\la . 

We t1lunked him for his politel1es~, hmH'd, lI1uiITtir(,tL 

It was at J assy that the curious diulognc tonk pla t ... 

between tbe exiled King of Poland and the Jlo!"> l'o<iar of 
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Moldavia, of wbich Voltaire gives an accouot; Ilnd which, 

though a well.known story. deserves, perhaps, for the neatness 

oftqe repartee, to be recaUed to the memory of the reader. 

When the generous but unfortunate Stanislaus set out 

for Bender, in search of Charles XII., with the view of 

inducing him to consent to his own abdication of the 

throne of Poland, (at that time the chief obstacle to the 

general pacification of Europe), he travelled inco,gnito, and 

after encountering various dangers, at length reached the 

frontiers of Moldavia; through a country tributary to the 

Grand Seignior, who had protected, for so long 8 time, 

and treated ~th such noble hospitality, his gallant butenthu

"iastic ally, the King of Sweden, Stanislaus expected to 

be allowed to proceed without interruption. But the 

capric(' of Charles had exhausted the patience of the 

Turks; they had adopted l('!Is friendly sentimenL'I towards 

him, and had resolved to get rill, at any rate, of such a 

troublesome inmate. In consequence of this determination, 

thc Hospodar had received instructions conceming the 

person and secret journey of the King of Poland, so that 

when Stanislaus entered Jassy, under the name of Majol" 

Harnn. a Frenchman who had been long in the Swedish 

service. he was arrested, and brought into the pre5ence 

of the Prince; the. conversation between these personages 

was carried on in Latin, and when the stranger (being 

interrogated as to the rank he held in the Swedish army,) 

replied, .. Major Sum ;" the Hospodar rose up. and respect. 
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fully saluting the King, said, .. Imo maximus C'," He was 

then detained as a prisoner In a convent at .T assy, until 

orders could be received from the Pa!>ha of Bentler, 

rciuti\'e to his further treatment. 

The present Hospodar is said to be extremely lahorious 

in the discharge of his public duties, and to write his 

despatches, with his own hand, to th(' (;rand Vizier at 

Constano.nople. In his private life he afic('ts the Oriental 

mannen, and lives in apartments separated from tho~e of 

the Princess, his wilc, who occupies l.I wmg of the palac£', 

that has the Turkish appellation. harem. Bnl, if thl' 

dignity of Hospodar has llJallY dmnJls to :tlllIre lhL 

ambitious Greek, its tenure is vcry uncertai u, and it is 

a station surrounded by perils of no ordinary magnitude. 

It may, perhaps, be said, to be less so now, III conse

quence of the stipulHtions of the last trell ty of pc"lce 

with the Russiaus; but, "'mon~ the Turks·, prollli~ and 

oaths are but feeble guardnt<.>es against the suggestions of 

• Thi8 anticiptlUon hu b~cn fully ju~tifi"d by the ... ceul condllct of ... , 
H o.podlT of Wallachia, who.e ' lId"e .. escaVe iulu the A" 8trian dominion. IIw, 
bee1l publicly wllnl)llnced in the following mall"e. ;-

" COHltumi»ap/e, Od.26, '''HI. 
" The Porto<. hI! recei.ed the following information .e'l,ecting II,.. lI igbt of 

the H oapodar of Wall ,chi.; hn wu accomp.ni"d Ly lou "ivc. , hi •• ,'''. hi. 

two IOI\.I-ill·111\I, Argizoplilo and Blakudy, and tbe. Boyu, Man tn Cordala. 
He ..,.,.,11 to have tH:en lOGS preparing for hJ. flight, h.-ing r"milled large . ums 
within . ollle monthl, by bill, of uthange, to SWII ~erl."rl . }:"sland, Bud Ru •• im . 
The Porte bu amitabl, notiied to the RUlliau arub.nador, the fl igh t of Ihe 
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interest or ca(lnce, The usual termination of the short

lived dignity of an Hospodar is as ,,1It1den as it if; trea

cherolls. If he has tailed in remitting to the treasury of 

the Grand Seignior. the expected sums of money extorted 

from his oppressed subjects: is sU1>pectcd of intri~uing 

with a neighbouring nation, or has been out-bid at Con_ 

stantinople by a more wealthy Greek am bitious of 

hecomin~ his S\lccessor, his removal from the th,rone. and 

the termination of his lite, are secretly resoh'Ct'l upon. 

The confidential IDissions of the Porte, arc intrusted to the 

officers, called Copigi }Jashi, or chamberlains; nor IS there 

any thing un~omlllon in the arrival of one of lhese emissaries 

at the court of a distant P.lsha; wj,pre, as a Turk of conse

qllcncc. and the bearer of an official commuaicatlon from 

the i'lCat of government, he is treatet.l with great respect, 

alld admitted to an early audience of the Hospodar. But 

the matter is ht'ghly delicate; thl numerous attendants by 

whom a Pasha is surroullded must be dismissed; the 

Capgl Ba~hi has busines'§ of the greatest imporlance to 

communicate: in short. he OIU1>t speak in secret, If the 

Ho~podar has receivell, from his frienrls at Constantinople, 

any intimation of the intended plOI, he resolutely refuses 

to dismiss his guard. and calls on the Turk to declare his 

H (l. podlt, I nd tCJ'~loenr"d to him Ibc necelilly of lining up apin lhe _nt 
office. 81tOll SlTofI0nofl' I&TN1 with the POtle ; but h .. ob.enel1, that, till 
Ibe uplnlion of tbe lel'en yea,. ltipulaled b)· Irell),. Ille place of lbe Ho .. 
podar un 001, be lilled ad inttrlm by a CaimIiClo." 
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mission openly; but if. unhappily uninformed of the snare, 

he desire his attendants to withdraw, the COplgz Bo"h, 

seizes tbe opportunity, the blow i~ struck, and the hcad of 

the unwary prince rolls at the feet of the executIOner. 

The Fehrman of tbe Porte is now instantly displayed, to 

protect the Caplgi Bow from the sudden fury of the 

guards, who bow to the sacred authority of the successor 01 

Mahome~. Such, however, seems to be the innate I')ve 

of duplicity and treachery amongst the Turks, that the 

order must not be produced till the deed is donf'. An 

emillsary who should fail in this respect, would fall a 

victim to Ins imprudence; and his own he~ be sent to 

Constantinople, as a proof of his want of skill, and a 

punishment for his indllicretion. 

We left Jassy in tbe afternoon oftbe day of our 8uciJellce, 

and were now to change, for the fourth time, our tra. 

veiling equipage. So ·much snow fell 'on the day of 

our amval at Petersburgh, that, had we been a few hours 

later, it would havc been impossible to bave proceeded 

witli a wheeled carriage. From the capital of Russia· tll 

the banks of tbe Dnieper, we bad journeyed in klbitkas 

pJ.oed upon .Iedges; but at Kiew, the snow twlmg us, 

we had been obliged to abandon that mode of travellmg, 

and purchase the unlucky bridgkal,. whose numerous 

aooidents bad been tbe cauJe of so much delay and ill· 

bumour. The abort experiment we had made of the 

o 
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perilous rapidity of a Moldavian postillion, convinced us 

of the necessity of laying aside all ideas of the comfort 

of lying at full length in a oormeuu:. and, of finally be

taking ourselves to the jolting of the common carts of 

the cauntry. These vehicles arc made entirely of wood. 
without a single particle of iroll about them; consequently, 

vcry light, readily upset, Rnd as casil), righted: they are 

about three feet high, and four feet long, alld cap~ble only 

of holding a portmanteau, upon which a small quantity 

of ha." being placed, th~ traveller sits. Tile rtldeness of 

their constl'uction makes them easy of repair; they are 

changeable a,t evel'Y post-house, and four horses are 

always harnessed to each, \\ilo uniformly proceed at a 

full gallop .. If OUT vehicles were of an extraordinary 

structure, the figures of our postillions were no less re

markable; they wore either a rough goat-skin rap, of 

mm;t hideous appearance, or their hair was shaved off close 

to the skull, in such a manner as to leave a large tuft 

attached at its . roots only to the crown of the head, but 

falling with its sbaggy Jock.!! about the ears, over the eyes, 

aad down the neck. A short distance from J3"1. 8.!! 

you go 1:1'1 the south, the road ascends a considerable 

biD; from which, on looking back, the numerous churches 

and wbite houses of the town, with the palace of the 

H05podar. form a very picturesque and striking view. We 

continued to travel over • billy and wooded eountry fot 
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three stages, when we stopped f(lr the e\'euing. We arose 

early in the morning, and lioon after leaving the post~ 

house, passed by the expiring fires of a small enc811111ll1ent 

of peasants, who were busy in yoking their oxen to carts 

loaded with hay and casks of wine, and preparing to leave 

the lipot where they had hivouacqued for the night. As 

lioon as it was light, we found ourse!l'es proceeding across 

an elevat,ecI valley (for we had obsen'ed no corresponding 

dt..'Scent after reaching the summit of the mountains to <:he 

south of Jass),), bounded by moderate hills, c1otht'd with 

wood to the left, and having on the right an unenclosed 

country co\'el1'd with hay~stacks, The valley. 800n opened 

into a succession of small plains, the soil of which was 

of sand and cia)" and so perfectly alluvial, that not a stone, 

of allY magnitude whatever, was any where to be observed, 

On the surface of the country ahounding in fomge, great 

herds of cattle, and dumerous droves' of hurses' were 

grazing in every direction; lht' sides of the hills which 

sloped to the small plains, were enclosed,. and extremely 

welf cultivated, and the soil appeared a rich black moma, 
We continued to gaUot) along; in case of an upset from 

the 1085 of 8 linch. pin, the postillion descended, and cutting 

a peg from a neighbouring tree, replaced the wheel; and 

when the velocity of our pace threatened conAagraLioD, 

the use of grease was not recurred to, but means more 
02 
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natural were "employed to obviate the effects of fric~ 

tioo. 

The continued effort requireJ to keep the body crect 

00 the top of the bundle of hay placed all our port. 

manteaus, would not allow tiS to call this mode of travelling 

agreeable; but y("t, ut th(~ ('I(l~e of the evening, with a 

beautiful sunset, when a turn of the road gave me a 

glimpse of the whole of our party at> it passed ,along the 

windings of a valley, the van 'ed by two Tartar couriers, 

whom we had o\'f~rtak(,ll. and OUT horses animated to 

their utmost speed, by the prolonged cry of the Moldavian 

",rugees, resembling a loud ~hol1t heard at a distance; 

there was something so extremely fine in the wild air 

of the postillions, and the una bating rapidity with which 

we traversed the country, tha t I forgot. for a lUoment, 

the rude joJtmg of the miserable vehicle, 

The country partially covered ""jth snow. seemed thinly 

inhabited; but at tl short distance from the town of Birlat, 

we observed , 8 "iIlage. consistlng of about fifty low 

thatched mud cottages, Ilrranged round 8 plain large ,,'hite 

building. the chateau of the Boyar, to whom the Jlamlet 

belonged, 

It wat our intention to have slept at Pereskiff, ,,·hich we 

reached at night~fllll; but finding the only room in the 

pollt-houte occupied by the two couriers who had here got 



TO CON!lTA)I;1') ,,0 I'L 1:::. 101 

the start of U8, and appeared neither wilJiug to (·cde,or divide 

their apartmellt, we were obliged to drivc on to Tekuten. 

Here the family of the postmaster, eonl>i!>tillg of himselt: 

two sons, and a daughter, a very fine girl, who was 

Buckling her ebild on the floor, consented to allow us 

to sleep in one corner of their hut; our rest was disturbcJ 

in the middle of the night by all alarm occasioued by 

a wolf; and we could easily distinguish, in the cries of 

the family. who Jumped up 10 ovcrtltke the r':l\'CB'HlS 

animal, the words Illpo and p0rt"fJ. III the lIloruiug they 

lamented to us their ineffectual pursuit, ami lil(' loss Ilf 

one of their swine; aud deplored the freque!!t damag,! 

done by th(' att<lcks of lhese animal!', wh'o abound iu 

the neighbouring woods. We could ea!\ily hclic\·c the 

stories of the boldness of these depredators, us the dlly 

before we hnd shot a t ODe, who came within 11 shari di ~l:m ct: 

of our carts, as we gallopp~d along tbe road. 

_ Jan. 14. Early in the morning VIC left. the po~t-housc, 

aud at the distance of a mile reaehed the bauks of the 

river Seret, which, to judge from the appearance of .:! ~ 

bed, (at least a quarter of a mile broad,) must be amoS! 

fonrudabJe torrent, when swollen by the melting of the snow 

in the .pring ; at present, it was shrunk into a comparatively 

small stream, giving us au opportull~ty of examining the 

'Various pebbles it had washed dow n from the lIlountains 

on the west and south· west. We had been tnl\'cIling from 
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Jassy over a country so entirely alluvial, that the sight of a 

stone was become a curiosit)', but these were all of 

secondary rocks, and chiefly calcareous. The passage of 

the Seret was a service of some danger; it was only partially 

frozen over, and our postillions were unacquainted with 

the winding course it was necessary to observe. Some 

peasants from the opposite side saw our dilemma, and 

came to our assistance; they were provided with long poles, 

and pointing out to us the situation of the holes to be 

avoided, led the horses, one by one, and aftcrwardf' dragged 

the carts separately across. At twelve o'clock we reached 

the picturesque town of Fokschani, the limit of the territory 

of the Hospodar of Molda\,ia. We had a Jetter from Jassy 

for the Starwla, the title of a native of the island of 

Zante. who ilJ the protector of the British subjects in 

the town and neighbourhood of Fokschani, and in some 

sort, t,he representative of hiij Mbjesty of England. The 

King's anns were suspended over the door of his house, 

and we entered a small rdom, containing an extremely 

clean and comfortable sofa; which. a comparison with 
the usual accommodations of the post-houses, made UA 

feel doubly luxurious. The proti-ge~ of the StarOlJa (who 

waa appointed to tbis post about two year!! ago by the 

Briti.h COD.u1-Gen~ral· at Buchorest). were aU of them 
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natives of the former Septinsular Republic; and the emolu_ 

ments of his office arose from a kind of capitation tax 

on each individual, of ten piastres per annum. 

The reciprocal benefit they I'ecf'ivc, in exchange for Ihi .~ 

contribution, consists in the good offices of an u,ecnt, 

recognised by the native magistrate, or lsprmmik, to WhOlil 

they call appeal in caS(' of oppTf'f'f'ion. The appointment 

of the Sta,rrlSta is, 8.. .. ma)" well be imagined fwm the small 

number of Mllijccts, not a very lucrative one: but we found 

him living ill very romfortable circumstances; wllieh he 

explained, by informing us, that he rented some lands 

on the sides of the mountains to the west pf the town. 

This fann was of sufficient cxtent to employ 400 peasants, 

whom he ft~prel'ented to be, like all the natives of the 

country, extremely lazy; he rears a considerable nUlilber 

of poultry, LlUt wine, whieh is the chief article of com

merce of this neighbourhood, lorms the IJrincipaJ pr6ducc 

of his land. 

The best wine is made at' the village of Odohczd, at 

the distance of three hours; it is sold at the rate of t~1l 
paras the oke, and the greater part of it exported to 

RUJJllia; it is a p)casant~tasted white wine, but of:1 thin 

and meagre qua1ity. Fokschaoi, though small, contains 

ad Staro.ta, _ latot! been aboli.bed U UIIntcc',.ry; 80 thl we hAve nOW 

ao ~ "'1 repRMIltatiYe at the COW'U of tbeir Hiabuetle. the Waivodea of 
MoId.,.. and W.lI.ch •. 
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twenty-four Greek churches; it i. divided. by an incon

siderable stream into two part!!; the one Moldavian, the 

other WaUachian. 

The house of the Starolta was oo' the Wnllachian !lide. 

To prevent the quarrels which might arise amon~t the 

inhabitants, and the numerous couriers who pass to and 

from RU!il~ilt, twenty-four Tl1rki~h soMien, under the 

command of two inferior officers. are quartere:d in the 

town. TIle population ofFokBchani, and the neighbouring 

villages. has been much diminished by the plague, which, 

two years ago, carried off 5,000 inhabitants. Having 

reposed ou~lves for a few hours in the comfortable house 

ortbe &aroua. who treated us with great hospitality, and 

procured a renewal of our order for horses· from the 

I'pravnik of the Wallachian qj"ision of the town, we again 

mouuted our carts, and set off for Buchorest. 

We crossed, ·at the distance of a mile from Fokschani. 

the bed of an immense winter torrent, wider than any 

Fiumara I had eVeT seen in Sicily, the banks of which were 

e1tremely precipitous, and more than thirty feet high; 

the section of the soil exhibited thick beds of sand and clay. 

On clearing tbe top of the opposite bank, the magnificent 

• TIa~ i. that IJnd 0( coaru.,. "tween tbe Dcigbbollr11tj: Ho.podan, t_t .. !fa.'" WM Irri<rn at lite frOiltien of tire OJIe priaciptllit" fllnmlMd witIro aD 

order for kol'Mf, it -.lW'JI;P larwanled b; Iht other in the .. _ puitoWi 
.anlltr. 
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plain opened before us which reaches to Buchorest. 

Towardl the west, at a considerable distance. wa~ a range 

of mountains, the sides of which were well cultivated, and 

iotenpcrsed with numerous villages. To the cast, as far 

as the eye could reach, the flat was bounded only by the 

horizon; patches of maize were here aud then' observable on 

the surface of the plain, but, in gent!ral, the road wound 

throu~h an interminable forest of dwarf oaks. We coo

tinued to ~lIop along the even country, occasionally 

crossmg small Fiumara$, for the loose soil is easily ploughed 

up by the winter torrenh, till we reached the rj\ er Bouzes; 

It was a moon-light IIlght, thl' stream ollly half fr07.en 

over; the first part we crossed on the ice, tIle latter we 

furded. At the end of the lourth stage we halted for the 

evening. and took up our abode in the most wretched 

cabill either of us had ever witnessed; it wa!> the cal'ern of 

a Troglodyte; an almo~t iOofiess out-house, fuJI of pOl!ltry. 

forllled the vestibule to the sou/erMin, into which we 

descended by three steps, .and whcre we fflUnd two 

women and three children, squatting round some Iight.c:J 

sticks burning on a hearth; a chimney made of baked 

mud projected over the fire, Bnd approached so ncar to 

the Hame, as scarcely to 1ll1ow room for the persons 

who were thus warming themselves, to thrust their heads 

over the volumes of smoke that were partly ascend

iog the outlet, but chiefly diffusiog themselves around the 

• 
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den that recei\'ed us ; it was not possible to stand crect ; 

so that, bidding defiance to the smoke, and the danger of 

.uffocation, we were obliged to lie down on the wooden 

bench that was mised along two side§ of the apartment. 

My companion had been in the huts of Nubia and Egypt. 
and I had occasionally myself been but indifferently Itccom

modated in Finland. Sicily. and Greece ; but we both 

agreed, that this wall the most miserable hole in which we 

had ever been obliged to pass tbe night. The jolting, 

however, of the whole day had prepared us for rellOse, 

and we slept for se\'cral hours. When we emerged in tb(' 

morning from our subterranean abode, we found the 

weather excessi,'cly cold, and continued our route over a 

country now quite denuded of trees, in fact, a perfect 

steppe; innumerable bllrrowlI were scattered over its ex

tcnl ; a range of low hills was seen on our right to the 

nort~-west, anD the scene was- occasionally varied, by 

villages of low brown-looking thatched mud cottages, sur

rounded and almost hid by hay-stacks. At the distance 

of three stap from Buchorest, the ground was covered 

with 50 much snow, that it was advisable to quit our 

wbeeled carts, and move our portmanteaus and hay ioto 

IK) mOoDY light sledge.. 

We glided along the smooth frozen surface with utoni,h. 
ing rapidity (for we always travelled with four horsea). but 

the irregularity of the ground, and the occuional deficiency 
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of anow, made it a matter of doubt whether we had 

much benefited by the change. 

We entered the capital of Wallachia at l'ie\'cll o'dock at 

uight. 

The extntorrlinary pbenomenon of a pure clell(>Otism 

exercised by a (jr(.'Ck Prince, wbo is himself~ at the <mOle 

time, an abject sla\'c, OCcurs again af Duchorest What adds 

also to the curiosity of so unusual a sight, is the recollection 

that this ~iolent form of government is upheld without the 

aid of any military force; no where is there the least 

Ilppearance of an army; the Hospodar has no troop", 

except about twenty Servian and Albanian guards, who 

are atlached immediately to 1115 person, and used rhie6y 

for state ceremoniClO. The authority of the Prince IS maiu· 

wined by intrigue; the habitual terror inspired by Turkish 

domination, the forbearance of neighbourlllg nalious, and 

the absolute want of cllcrgy on the p<1.rt ot the IIlhllb~tanu 

themselves. The BOyltr, exempt from tru.: cs, ami given 

up to licentiousness, is greedy.of office, that I.e may gratity 

his own corrupt venality; while the peHlllnt ' seelliS C i llif'll~

terized by nothing S(I much as a patient endurancc of 

every act of oppression. To begin with the head of the 

government · the Hospodar has probably paid lor his own 

nomination three or lour millions of piastres, ill dltferent 

brihes, to the Grand Vizier. the Reis . Etfendi, and other 

great officers at Constantinople. From the capital of his 

,2 
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province, where he appears in the eJ.ercise of hill delegutf'd 

authority, more like a farmer·general than a sovt"reign 

prince, he is expected to send annually twenty million, of 

piastres to the treasury of the Grand Seignior, besKtes 

\'anOU5 monthly presents to the friends w}lO protect him at 

court. Here, as at Jassy. the different offices conferred by 

the prince, are eagerly coveted and sold to the highest 

bidder ; for the hereditary Boyars, as well as they who have 

raised themsclves to the rank of nobles. by the p;lTchase of 

aci!frun, are (ree from contribution. It would appear, how. 

ever, that if the nohles pay no direct taxation, yet they af(; 

obliged to let their lands to the oppressed peasants at such 

Jow rents, ihat their immunity is merely nominal. 'fhe 

Wallachian boyartl arc said also to havetewer privileges and 

It-ss influence with the chief of the government, than the 

nobles of the adjoiningprovinccof Moldavia, which, perhaps, 

may. be expJaiocd by their great{W;· proximity to the Turkish 

frontiN. 

Bul the same s)' stem of cerruption • exists in the admini

s~ralion of both principalities, nor is it confined to the morc 

important offices, but pervades the whole body, and extends 

to tht' lowest agenl of government. The I~pra1Jmk, or 

magistrate of a vilhtge, has also purchased his place, and 

• A, • l pecimen .,( . the nlue of I pllce .1 Blleboral, tllll of Ap, or 
..... t\er or police. i. worth 1,so,OOO p •• tret annlllil,; it. reteolle .n- fron. 
vim .... ' duUe,.,f wll1evied on lrude' ''( provilion brougbt iPlo the city. 
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con!le<Juently his right to oppress the unfortunate peasaDt 

who is subject to his authority, and whose condition is as 

hopeless and lamentabl~ as can well he imagined. If he 

complain of injustice received at the Ilands of his pctty 

tyrant, the all_powerful influence of money, makes" the 

" worse appear the better reason," the affair is decldcd 

against him, and the importunate 'mitor is heatcn for his 

pains. In other paris of thf' Ottoman empire, the Kamlch, 

or capitation tax, though ~till admitting of some modifica_ 

tions, is generall.v fixed at tile sum of twelve pia!otrcs, to be 

paid by every male who is not of the Mohammedan faith; 

but here in the tributary provinrcs of ]\f,oldavla lind Wal

lachia, there is no limit to the extent of contrihution; the 

demands of thc government art~ unbounded, ami a prasanl 

may be called upon to pay, at various timcs, two or three 

hUlidred piastres ill the course of the year. Apprized of 

the approach of tht ta'lrrg;athercrs, he f~qllcntly d~scrl!> 

his home, in the vain hope of cscuping Ihe hc<wy exaction; 

but his wife and children lire lcft ut'hind. ami nothing ("an 

he more rC\'olting to the common leciings of il\lIlmnity, tl1~1l 

the stories we heard of the crueltie~ practised toward!> 

these helpless wretches, for the purpose of compelling them 

to produce their hidden treasures. They lire flogged, or 

the doors of their huts being closed, are cxposf"d lo the 

fumes of burning wood, till suffocation is almost produced ; 

in short, they are tortured by every imaginable refinement 
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of barbarity, to eompe] them to coofetis, where the husband 

or the money is concealed, At leogtb reduced to Tuill and 

despair, his cattle driven away, and all his stock taken from 

him, the peasant quits his native cottage in search of a. less 

mercenary Isprarmik, under whose protection he ma)' place 

himself. He travels onward bargaining with the different vil_ 

la!:,"C despots, until he finally meets with one who is content to 

take a moderate annual sum, as a sortor modus of contribu_ 

tion. Possessing no capital, the fugitive has no other resource 

but the labour of his hands, with the earomgs of which he 

may endeavour to SIltisfy the claim!> of ~\'ernment and 

maintain his own family. It is not, however, to be sup.. 

posed, that the Ispravnik considers himself bound to abide 

by the lenni. of his agreement; the least appearance of 

increasing wealth on thc part of the peasant, or even the 

wantonness of ulerc tyrannical caprice, lIIay call lur fresh 

and uncxpectC<t IC\'ies, 

Notwithstanding the great fC'rtiiity of the soil, and the 

low annual rent paid to the.proprietor, amounting only to 

one-tenth of the produce of the land, the wretched fonn of 

government is so hostile to population, that the ordinary 

pri('e of labour is fifty paras per day; now this, cOllsidering 

tbe cheapness of provisiolls, is an e)"orbitant flUID; but the 

country is very thinly inhabited, nor can any m~urCi 

check the spirit ot emigration into Transylvania and the 

adjoining provinces of the empire of Austria. Should the 
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peasant, after a few ycar1l' absence, be induced to return 

to his native country, he takes the precaution of being 

previously natur.tlized, then claims thc protection of the 

Austrian consul at Buchorest, and enjoys HII e>.t!mptlOn 

from all contrihution. 

TlIUS the principalitif's of :MolJnvia and WaJJaehia 

resemble a newly~l)ettlcd country , cont..1.ining on I}' a SClIllt)' 

population. The land is plentiful and proJuctin', but the 

labourclS' to cultivak' it are scarce: hence, compun·J With 

the priee of pr(lVlsion~, wages are vcr}' high, as thcir rate, 

according to an established axiom of Jlolitical economy, 

depends allmy!> upon the proportion that ca pita l hedf~ to 

the labouring I)art of the community. 

Such are the el'ils rc~ultill g from the rapacity that dis_ 

tinguishes the ephemeral admillistru.tion of all Hospodar: 

under u mote mild , stable, and enlightened form of g<II'ern

men I, the peasant woulol I,,'c in ea!>y nus:! even a~lIcnt 

circumstAnces, for nothing can (· ... c('cd the fruitfulness of 

Wallachj", which is the grawar), of Constantinople, and 

supplies that capital with provisiolll> of cvcr}' 'descriptIon . . 

The inhabitants of 13uchorc!>t are al~ ahundantlJ fur· 

nished with the necessaries as well a!> luxuries of life, ami 

we were particularly struck with the great pmfmioll of 

game. 
Beef was selling 10 the market at 10 paras the oke= 

2tlbt. 
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An OJ( fit to kill would fetch from 50 to 60 piastres. 

The following were the prices of the corresponding 

articles ;-

A brace of partridges·· ........... · 70 paras. 

Ditto black cock· .•........ , 70 ditto. 

A wild duck ....••.••..••.....•• 45 ditto. 

A roebuck with its skin. 22 piastres, about 148. 8d. 

Tbe wine of the country is not good , for the summer, 

though bot, is of too short a duration to ripen die grapes. 

The city is also ill supplied with wood, which is daily brought 

in small carts from a great distance, and being cut from 

young forests. is green, and ill adallled for the purposes 

of fuel. 

The city of Bucharest is situated in a hollow. the environs 

are marshy, aud the inhahitunts suffer considerably from 

the prel·alence of low fevers and agues. U ndemcath tbe 

w~en !>Ieeper~ laid acrO!!!1 the lI,rect!. the liquid filth of 

the town, in. the stale of a quagmire, accumulates in sewers, 

which it is next to impo!osibl~to drain, a.nd which are Dever 

cleanl.>d. Many of thc larger houses and convents, as 

well as the churches, all uniformly built of brick, and 

whitened with plaster, are surrounded by lofty walls formed 

of Oat bricks, In the malmer observed in remains of Roman 

construction. 

The Hospodar i~ not lIO well lodged all his neighbour at 

Jassy, for his palace was burnt accidentally two years 
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ago, on which occasion he is reported to have suffered 

a loss amounting to" JOO,OOO piastres. He now occupies 

two houses of rather a lihabby appearance, conne('ted 

together by a wooden gallery. 

On Montiay, Jan. 19, the day of thc Epiphany, the Prince 

received the visits of tht: principal Wallachian nobles and 

foreign ("onsuls, and, on that day, we were also admitted to 

a n audie~ce of his Highn~ss:' the Princess his wife, and 

her daughters, were sitting cruss~leggcd on sofus ncut 

the Waioock, and to them also the visitors paid thei r 

respects. To the usual sailltations was added tl>e ex

tmordinary one of kissing the palm of tile hand at tht! 

I1ospodar ; a ceremony which ) observed ail the ladies, 

i:lS wdl as tlw III!!", performed. There was nothing remark

able in the room into which we were admitted, except what 

appeared rather singlilar in the house of a nati vr of the 

East, that the floor was (;bl'crOO with an English carpe~. 

Most oftbe European governments mainlailt consu ls here 

and at Jass)" who arc considered and treated as dle guests 

of the Hospoclars, from whose table each reccives a d~jly 

allowan('e, called Taycen, of four okes of meat, and eight 

loaves of bread , Besides, they are furnished with wood 

for fuel, 80rl forage for their horses, in such abundance, 

as to be enabled, occasionally, to sell a ~art. 

The Prince of Wallachia is said to affect more of the 

Q 
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Turk than the neighbouring Hospodar at Jass.v. and to be 

el:luaJly skilful ill the admini!;tratio~ of his ii.uthority. 

Though it bas heen frequently ohscrvcd that there is no 

government in the world , professing to be represented 

at all by diplomatic agents, that is kept in such protound 

ignorance of the political atfain; of other courts, as the 

sublime }'orre; yet, we were credibly informed, the 

Wilivode at Buchorest maintained a secret corresl?ondence 

with the secretary of olle of the lIlost efficient personages 

during tbe Congress at Yicnna. 

The bribe wus a considerable Olle, being no Jess than 

1,000 d Ilcats 1II0nthi y; hut, by this means, he obtained the 

earliest intelligence of the tramsactions of that important 

period: the immediate tr.l.llsmission of which to Con. 

&talltinoplc, was of no small importance to the Hospodar, 

in strenithening his interest with the ~lIinisters of the Grund 

Seign-ior, 

Our visit to the Hospodar offered nothing worth men

tioning; and after the us~al routine of qUe5tions and 

aMwe~, we retired throll~h Q crowd of importunate 

servants, who were most indecorously eager to catch slid 

struggle for the douceur, which it is 1IIways cU!ttoOlary to 

distribute among the attendants of Il Pasha. As we drove 

away, It. ducat ha~ unluckily fallen on the ground. aDd 

the IIcuffie that eJJ.llued among!!t the domestica to recover 
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the pieceofmoney from the elirt and mud of the court, was far 

from consistent with the dignified deportment usually observed 

by even the lowest attendants on a princely audience. 

On another day we paid a visit to the Metropolitan 

of Wallachia. formerly Bishop of Cnaiovu, but lately 

nominated to the ArchbishopriC" of Buchorc!ol; he IS at 

the head of the Greek church throu~hout the princi pa lit.r, 

and receive~ from every POpa.!, or pries t, the SUIU of fifteen 

piastres a'nnually ; his income ill stated to amount to Ilemly 

400,000 pia:,trc;" but he is occasionally obliged to yield 

a portion of this considerable rc~'enuc to the sudden 

demands of the Hospodar. The mctropolitun cllUrch and 

palace stand on a santl~ballk that ovrrlooks the town: 

and, on a pproach ing the liltler, we were rather I\utpri&ed 

to find the Russian tlouble-headed eagle, with an escutcheon 

of pretcoct'., bearing the Ii TmS of Wallac·hia, vi::., a magpie 

holding a cross in ih 11I0uth, painted, 'U"1d stilt al!owed 

to remain on the wall. We lound the Ar(:hbishop, an 

elderly white·beardcd rubicund bon vi\·ant. rcdinillg on a 

sofa, after an early dinner, to which he ap'pcnred to haye 

done ample ju"tice. His whole cODversation, which was 

carried on in Greek, fo r he spoke no other language, 

turned on lJubjccu of gounnandise. Though rather infi rm, 

having lately recovered from a 6t of the gout, be was 

estremeiy lively, talked incessantly, a~d endeavoured to 

amuse us with a very long story, of a visit he had 

Q 2 
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Vaid to an acquaintance in the country, to which be 

had been much importuned, and wbere he had been very ill 

entertained. 

The table had been I\Crved with three dishes onl)', and he 

had been so sparingly supplied with wine, that it was 

by dint of contrivance he had obtained three gla~1I 

of a very indifferent quality. The reJatioD of the disap

pointment endured by the jovial Metropolitan from the 

slender hospitality of his friend, greatly excited his mirth, 

though it somewhat fatigued the patience of his heareN. 

When our interview was concluded, we were shewn the 

library of the paJace, containing a great number of books; 

but treated in a manner which indisputably proved that the 

Bibliomama bad not yet infected the interior of Dacia. 

Greek and Sclavonian MSS. were lying rl!le--m~le on the 

floor,or covered with dust, and piled up on shelves. together 

with ,very e}:ceUent modern FrcRch works, which latter 

formed at one time the library of the celebrated traveller 

Sonnini; and, if I am not mistaken, bad been lately 

be.queathed to the palace by a Wallachian nobleman, 

who had either purchased. or inberited them from the 

French traveller. We were turned into the library as into 

a lumber 100m; and, in its present state of confullion 

and neglect.. more curious or less scrupulous visitors thaD 
ourselves, might have carried off, without the leaat diffi

culty, many a rare and precious manuscript. 
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The inhabitants of B~chorest are as much addicted to 

the vice of gambling, and the love of dissipation in generel, 

as those of the capital of Moldavia. There was, howe"er, 

no theatre open, und their chief public amusement con

sisted in the jolting promenade along the streets, similar 

to that described atJassy. But as we were here during 

the carnival, there were puhli(~ balls two or three times a 

week at one of the principal inns, and we were prc-,cll t one 

evening at a sort of .theatrical exhibition resemblmg the 

feats of horscmanship at Astley's; the entertainment, which 

was given hy some itinerant Germans, in a puhllc ~>uild

ing called .. TIu: Club," '*gan with a dance executed on 

stilts, and concluded with a ludicrous _c'in imitation 

of our popular farce of the" Tailor riding to Brentford." 

The dialogue was in German, a language much spoken 

here; and it gave a laughable air of dignity to the repre

sent&tion, to Iislen to the calpaked courtiers of the. Hos

podar, translating into modem Greek parts. of the ridi

culous cOllversation of the players. When, for instance, 

the inexperienced rider askll the inukeeper in the farce, 

jf he has any steady horse he can recommend to him, 

the WalltLchian gentry thought it a very good joke to 

IKIrround the officer of the Prince, who is at the head of 

the department of the post at Buchorest. and teaze him 

with the question, 'Xf'1't "xvyoi ",,;Uoi, " Have you good horses." 

Many of the trick. of the performers were of the coarsest 
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• description; but the Princess knd her daughters who were 

present at the entertaillDlcnl, scated on solas at the 

upper end of the room, and dre~!led with a profmion 

of jewels, seelDed highly delighted, and laughed immo.. 

deratelyatjests, not much distinguished by good breeding. 

As a proof of the state of Ulorals in the capital, the son 

of the Hospodar (dressed like a Turk, and wearing a 

turban, in which he would not have dared to be seen at 

Constantinople,) eotered the club, where sat his mother 

and slstE-rs, having on bis aTtn his mistress. a beauhful 

Wallachian lady, who bad lately deserted her husband 

and six children; there appeared to be nothing extraor· 

dinary, or 'that" was considered indelicate, in his con_ 

duel. The Prince him!telf was not at the club, hut most 

of the officers of his court, Rod many of the prin_ 

('ipal nobles uf Wallachia were assembled in the room; 

thes . were unijonnly dressed ,in huge calpah, 't\:ith 

long flowing robes, and many were smoking Turkish 

pi~; in short, every thing ;was EH.stern in the appearance 

of. the men, though in the co~tume of the ladies, who 

w~re sitting cross-legged on sofas, there was an evident 

admixture of French and Oriental attire; tbeir coiffure. 

were richlJ ornamented with jewels, and they wore French 

silk dreSletl, probably made at Vienna, together with the 

Greek zooe and turkish 8lippers. Under the jealoos eye 

of the suspicioUl peromellt of Turkey, the ankle of 
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dress is n matter of no small importance ; and the use 

of the costullle of cil'iJi:r.eti Europe would be considered 

as dangerous an innovation, as the adoption of the mosl 

enlightened viewr, of modern policy. 

During the occupation of the country by the RlI~~iam. 

the boyars eagerly laid aside this loose attire, and worc 

the French dress; bllton thcir return to Turki sh authority, 

they wer~ obliged to resume thc rQbc and the cnlpak. · It 

was with reluctance they saw thellls(~h'el> rrvCl't to thrir 

former masters: and. it is said, th('y env.y the lot of 

the inhabitant!, of that pan of Moldal'ia, who ii iI' ~o 

happy as to enjoi the protection of the au~ocrat of all 

tht: Ru!'sias. Whell the imperial hcad-quarteN were at 

Buchorest, the army !lpcnt considernhlc !>Ulns of 1I1ont·y 

in the town, a circumstance which make! the inhnbitanb 

regret still more their abscnce. 

It would seem, thcrefort. tllat the lapst! ell ' a century has 

made a great change in the political feeling!> of the natives of 

these countries, ns may be interred from th.eir conduct in 

17 II, at the most ('ritieu! period of the war carried OIl 

by Peter the Great against the Turks. Canlemir, the 

Prince of Moldavia. who, in addition til hill boasted desccnt 

from the great Tamerlanc. was distinguished by talents 

worthy of the aotient Greeks. possessing:. alike a knowledge 

of Jetters and arms, had thrown off hi!l allegiance to 

the Porte and joined the army of the Czar, wllieh was 
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encamped on the north bank of the Pruth. The tentl 

of the Grand Vizier were on the opposite side of the 

river; and the fate of the campaign might depend, in 

a great measure, on the decision of the people, 10 the 

centre of whose territory the hostile troops were assem

bled. But neither the example. nor the entreaties, of the 

accomplisbed Prince of Moldavia were able to shake the 

former attachment of his subjects; aDd they. as well as 

their neighbours, the inhabitants ofWallachia. espoused the 

party of the Grand Vizier, and abundantly supplied the 

Turkish camp with provisions. .. '1'801," says Voltaire, 

.. I'ancienne idee de la barbarie Muscovite avoil ahene tous 

" les esprits.;' 

Jail_ 23. lIaving remained a week at Duchorest, and 

obtained a Wallacruan passport to the frontien of the 

province and the banks of the Danube, as well as a 

Buiurldil, written in Turkish characters, and containing a 

recommendation to the Agas and Governors of the towns 

in Bulgaria and Romelia; we made preparations for 

C9ntinuing our route, and were adviaed. to t.H.ke one of the 

janissaries of the former ~ritillh consu)·genercll, who was 

to act as our guide and interpreter. The Yauakget't 

having been employed in the service of the consul, aDd 

still wearing the ,lofty yellow cap of a Tartar, would 

be ulleful in procuring us horses, and, perl~pll, hy his 

preaence, protect U8, in &ome meas.ure, again" iil.ult from 
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the Turks. For it must be observed, that a traveller, 

entering the Turkish dominions by a distant fronder, 

bas not the same facilities 8S one who sets out from 

the CApital. Had we been leaving Constantinople with 

the fehrman of the Grand Seignior, and a Turkish janis

sary of the English ambas.qador, we might have adopted 

a higber tone, since, to speak the truth, every thing in 

tbill country js done by bullying, nor .is there any le!pect 

shewn t~ a stranger, nDless he appear to have the right 

to c>.act it. With the passport of a Greek Prillce, and 

under the escort of a Christian courier, it was necessary 

to be firm, prudent, but unussuming. 

The route, from Buchorest to the Danube, was to be 

performed in an equipage similar to that in which we had 

travelled from Jassy; and we left the WalJachian capital 

in a consider:tble caravan, consisting of five small carts, 

each drawn by four harscs Wf' Sf'l (Iff.' at full ~Jop; 

and, as it had thawed during the nigbt pre~'ious to our 

departure, the situation of '& traveller, seated in one of 

these low vehicles at the distance of a' few feet o~i) 

from the heels of four animals who were advancing at full 

speed, may easily be imagined. When we bad fairly 

got through the streets, and up a steep bank of sand 

close to the town, it was impossible to distingui~h the 

dUfereDt indiyiduals of our party, for we were all covered 

with one uniform coating of mud. We proceeded over 

• 
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a tract of country very JCl'ei, covered with dwarf oaks, maple 

trees, and underwood, consisting chiefly of black thorn. 

Tho village at which ""C 6rst stopped to change bones, 

might well be taken for the rude ab~e of the mOft 

uDciviliaed horde; the houses were all constructed alike, 
and upon the same plan as the lubterranean I'elndence 
in whicb we had passed the night previous to our arrival 

at Bucharest. A square room, made of wicker ~r basket 

work, wbose interstices were filled with dried mud, and 

baving a roof of reeds, fonned a sort of entrance to a 

hole in the earth, into which was a descent by a few 

steps; on the outside it was scarcely elevated above the 

ground, except where the chimney (made of reeds or 
twig. wattled together,) indicated the centre of the mound, 

that had much more the air of the bidingMplace of a 

mole, wh.ich, having buried itself in the earth bad tbrown 

a ~p of loose AOil over its back, tban the residence 

of man·. Before our anini at the second stage. we 

('rOIled the river Argia, whieh is in spring (when swelled 

.. Ftther A>ril, t JHuit, wllo " .. ted tbi, ~try ill 1688, ducribe. the 
nlli~ u li"ing II tb., time io Nnw ... bternnean hlbitation" which the, 
retorted to ror protectiDll •• d MCUrit,. 

" ThU pronflu." .. " he, " would be ODe of the ri.:.:b.ett ill Europe, were it 
" t.. npoted to the iOllUh. of the Turb Iud T.m,.; but thl (oree. that the 
" t*" aM me othu of Ibem coa.~a1I, ,tad th'ou,lt it, to delIentl C"-":, 
" "'n denroyed it to nUleb. t.Mt it lie, unlJWlured io many p1¥:". rw • .at or 
" mb.billlolll to e\llli"atfl it; e.pecially io the elllern part, ... bieh coafioe. to 
.. Tut.ry, .. ·beR wen of eM ianhlWltt that lin ill tile op.o eGUD"", .,. 
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by the melting of the snow), a 1II0st formidable torrent; 

nnd , having ascended !'lome high banks, clothed with oak, 

lime and beech trees, pursued our route over an elevated 

plain covered with long grass and dwarf oak<!. A beau

tiful moonlight accompanied us to the last Wallachian 

post-house, about an IlOur's drive from the Danube aDd the 

Bulgarian frontier. Here we were shewn the spot, where 

the Russians had formed a considerable encampment, 

during ttu~ last war with the Turks, and on the adjoining 

steppe, were told , there had been some hard fighting-, 

The lofty minarets of the mosques, and the turbaned 

inhabitants of the village of Gcorgiova, who surrounded us 

as we reached the left bank of the Danube, early in the 

morning of the 24th of January, announced that we were 

on the verge of Christendom . 

.. oblis;ed to dig lodges IInd"r gro\lDd, to . ,·oid the fury of d.o,e ImplJcable 
" eaemae. of Cbruli.nit) ... - Ttll ........ i lllt> DiM" Parl$O~1 Lrope aUji A ..... , 
,<NierttJktlf by tltt J'rtnrh K ing's OrMr, / 0 })U COrJrl a Nt ll' WpJ b!f Ltzud ;nll} 

CAi,.a.-Book V. p. 94 . 

• 10 dIe '11'&1" which wDA termin.ted by tbe pe.<:e of IS I'i:, there were nl> great 

battle. the chief .If.in COlIMltcd in t.lUng the strong pl~cel 00 the U auu bc. • • After the palilge of the rh'cr, the Ruu ians advanced as rar .. Chun,t .. , .... llIch 
die,. benqed., but did lIot ge t ponenion of, and a few cOlla<:'" galloppo-d eVeO 
.. €v II Adrianople. II i. difficult to acquire any pred.., infurmatioo of the 

particulan of tloi. campaisn, but I have heard, there i •• "'ork now printillg at 
Vie""., i. modem Greek, under the title of" 4 Hillf)T"9 of W/Illachw," ... hieb 
will eOQtain aD aceouDt of this war, 

.2 
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CHAPTER III. 

THERE are lome batteries near the shore of the river, and 

on a sma!1 island opposite is a forttess, in which, bowc;'er, 

neither guns nor soldiers were visible. We dismissed our 

Wallachian carts and postijlions, and, with our baggage on 

the bank, stood bargaining with the Mohammedan boat

men, wbo were to' ferry us across the Danube : as they 

saw our necessity and haste, they had the conscience to 

ask sixty piastres; and it was intimated to WI, that we 

ought to think the demand reMOnable, as a courier had 

been obliged to pay one hundred piastres for a boat, only 

a few days before. Having cowed aerob a small· ann 

of the river, our boatmen jumped out 011 th~' banks ofan 

island, which divides it from· the principaJ stream, and 

roused a vulture that continued to ft y before them, as 

they hauJed our boat along; our crew re-embarked, when 

we anived at the main river, and by the help of our oars, 

after two hours from the time we left Georgiova. we 

landed under the walls of the ruined fortress of Rudschuk. 

The eutJe. wlUch, .ince ita destructlbn by the Russians, 

remaW untouched. stand. upon a limestone rock, close 
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to the edge of the Danube, ""ho .... e banks in the immediate 

neighbourhood are io many places ho,coty feet high, very 

precipitous, and formed of beds of sand and clay; the 

breadth of the river may be estimated at three-.quarten 

of a mile, the slream is very rapid. and the waters, at the 

time of our passage. were very muddy. Little has been done 

towards repairing the town of RudRChuk, since its burning 

by 'the Russians; Bod, cold and wet from our, boat, we 

waded through its muddy streets amongst ruined buildings, 

till we reached the stranger's Foom at the Turkish post

house. Perhaps, a description of our apartment will not 

justify any ~rcat expectations of com fort, though, upon 

a comparison with the Wallachian post-houses we had 

been lately accustomed to, it had considerably the advan~ 

tage; it was, at least, elevated above the surface of the 

ground, we had even ascended to it by a fhght of steps; 

it wan, besides, 'cleaner, more spacious, and much lighter. 

This latter advantage it owed, unfortunately, to large aper

tures, of very different construction from the double 

windows of Russia; on the outside of a sort of iron 

gralulg, or jalousie, at the distance of a few inches, was 

fixed a slender wooden frame, with panCf; of oiled paper. 

ha"jng here and there a few perfurations. transmitting air 

a5 well as light. 

When to lhis situadon. al fresco, it be added, that there ia 

bere a great deficiency of fire-wood, it cannot be supposed 
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'We had much to boast of, bUl still, after being seated or. 

the low divan, when coffee and pipes were presented to 

us with that air of easy and graceful politeness that 

always distinguishes Turkish hospitality, our arrival in 

a new country was a subject of congratulation. At 

twelve o'clock we were served with excellent carp and pike 

from the Danube, followed by the Turkith dishes, Pilau 
and Ya~urt; and, as we were to travel from Rudscb'uk to 

Conlltantinopie on hor!ICback, the remainder of the day 

WItS employed in completing our purchases of brulles and 

saddles, necessary for the expedition. TherE" were ninety 

horses kept at the' post-house, of which our plirty required 

ten; five for ourlieh'e!l and servants, three for our baggage, 

and two for the Surugees, who were to accompany us, 

to bring them back. The distance from hence to Terniva, 

is computed at eighteen bours, a low estimate even for 

a courier; for we foul1d tbnt, travelling with OUI; bag

gage. at the rate of four miles an hour, it 'required two 

long days. As there is no Tegular price for post-horsell, 

the moderation of the bargain always. depending upon the 

strength of the fehrOlan of the traveller, aod we could only 

exhibit the B~iurldU of the Hospodar, . we bad reason to be 

satillfied with the demand of the polt.master, amounting to 
tbree sequins for his ten horses, which ,"!erc to be employed 

in our service during at least four days. 

iBefure day-light on the 25th of January, 88 the M,ltui,m 
, 
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was ca1ting from the gallery of the minaret, the faithful 

followen of Mahomet to theil' earliest prayers. we rode 

out of the court of the post-house, and descended the 

dirty wretched streets of Rudschuk. to the banks of a 

small stream Bowing on the south side. in which were 

anchored a few Turkish gun-boats that had been employed 

against the Russians in defence of the town, The road 

conti'nued. for a short distance, aJong the foot . of 'lOme 

bold perpendicular rocks of a chalky nature, full of 

caverns; and brought us at length upon a tine unenclosed 

undulating country, intersected occasionally by deep 

ravines, with . here and there a few wi\d apple and elm 

trees, Fountains by the way-side. ornamented with 

verses from the Koran. were of frequent occurrence; 

and sometimes we passed by Turkish burying-grounds 

on the wild waste. at a great distance from any habita_ 

tion, the monuments of which were generally rough 8tones 

set upright, decorated occasionally only by rudely-sculptured 
turbans, 

Some herd ts of buffaloes were IeeO gnWog. and a few 

traoes of the labour of man were ob&ervable in IImall . 
patches cultivated with maj:ae; but though tbe soil seemed 

every ",bert' euremely rich and good, we trareUed for lIix 

boon o't'er a tract., tbat appeared .hnOllt a deaert, The 

Bulgarian village of erato. where we halted. ia tiftlated 

Oft a hill, and IIUrroUftded by fruiMrees, pears, .,pIres. and 
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walnuts; at its entrance are two burying-grounds opposite 

each other, the one Christian, the other Mohammedan; the 

tomb-stones of which are distinguished by rude resemblances 

of the respective symbols, the cross and the turban, that 

chardcterize the different religions. The low and dark houi>es 

of the peasants, are made of twigs wattled together, and 

each is !>urrounded by all enclosure or fence, within 

which t1~e winter provision of Indian corn is pileI! up 

in lofty inverted conical baskets, of a similar construction. 

As the present inhabitants of Cresto are of the Greek 

religion, our Yauakgee procured us accommodations with 

all the insolence and authority of a Turk, lording it over 

the submi88ive peasants, under tbe assumed uamc of J usuf 

Aga j an appellation we obsen'ed be always continued 

to take whenever we reached a village inhabited by 

Christians, and he spoke Turkish so tluently, that he 

occasionally \'entured to-puss for a M ussuiman among the 

faithful themselves, for which hazardou!! experiment, he 

would undoubtedly have been punished ~n case of dis

covery. 

From Creato we rode over a country covered with 

wild apples, beech, elm, and hazel trees, and baving 

paased tbroagh a fine valley, ascended towards a very 

large barrow, at least fifty feet in height; from the top of 

tbia eminence i. a moat extensi,~ view of an uneven 

ai¥l wooded b'act, reaching to the foot of the Balkan 

" 
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mountains, the whole range of which was 8CC1l stretching 

along the borizon to the south. 

Early in the evening we arrived at the large village of 

Bielo, situated on the sloping sides of several hills, con· 

taining a ruined mosque, and a considerable proportion 

of Turkish mhabitants. At the coffee-house, where we 

6r..t stopped. we were refused admittance; and it was not 

till lifter ,'arious attempts, and wandering tllr~ugh the 

greatest part of the "illage (pursued every where by troops 

of dogs, barking and howling at the strangch). that we ob
tained pennission to entcr the hut of a Servian or 13ulgarian 

peasant. 

The houses here are gt'nerally built of rough stones, 

cemented together with mud, thatched with reed:!!, and 

each surrounded by the usual high fence of basket work. 

Our hut JJad two small rooms; in the first (he family 

was employed ill bakillg, and in the inner one behind, 

stood a sto .... e made of mud. projectiog from the wall, 

and wanned by . the fire from without, to a degree of almo!)t 
ins.ufferable heat. 

The native Christian inhabitants of this country. an

tiently known by the name of Mtesiil, hut now divided 

into two di~trict8, denomi.nated Servia and Bulgaria, are 

collectively called. Serbiani, and apeak the Siavonian 

language; for tbe eriginal Bulgarian8 were a Tartar 

people, who came io the fifth century from the bank8 
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of the VOIg'ol, and successively adopted the Slavonian 

dialect of their new countrymen the Scrviulls, rcta in:ng 

only a few words of thcir fo rmer language. 

The following notice is given of them by the intelli gent 

Busbcquius •. 

" Gentem BulgarorulII. ;\ flumine Scytharum Volgo, 

" c um plcrrequc nationes aut sponte aut vi coactre, sedc~ 

.. mutarent, hue commigrasse existimant, dicto!S<lue nul • 

.. garos tanquam Volgaros, ab co, quem dixi ilUl'io: 

.. montes Hmmi. qui sunt intcr Sophiam et Philivpopolim, 

" insedcrunt: loca sanc natum munita: ubi diu Gnc· 

" c~rum impcratorum potenliam contcmp&e runt; BaJdUl

.. num majorem Flandri::e comitem Constantinoplis illl

.. peno potitum tumultuario pudlo captum intcrfccerullt . 

.. Turcarum vim te rre llOIl potuerunt, ;\ quibns dc"iet; 

.. rniserrirure servitutis jugum su bierunt. lingua uWllfUr 

" Iliyrica, ut Serviani et R14ziani. 

" Epi~tol. J ....... Pag. 45." 

• BlISbeqlllllS wa • • "nl al arnhu ado. I,y the Emperor l,'t Tdinanrl, IGng 
of tbe RomanI, 10 Soliman, a l Conlt. ntiu0l'I •• , . ... 0111 th.· )UT . ~!J4, as it I~ 

conjeclumi, (or thve m wme di' pllt" aboo t the .. uel d~ l e. He lIIad~ ' '' ''' 
jounlfll' inlo Turkey, •• whicb," np Rayle, •• rle.er~e th .. IPP'l>balioll I>f 
" tbose who He able to judge of l uch ",iIUl!';"" Thc opinion of 'l'hllIWU", ...... 
the AlZlo&uadOl' and bit w«h. i. II (oUow. :_" A man ellllnent ror ',,4 
" h ... miDi. Uill ill tIION.cting duu, ·C.OOOII', alld I'robuy. who di.cll~.ged 
" two emballie. 10 lhe OtiOfOln Porle pnder the Em~ror Ferdillilld, "jth 
"prJ: hOMIIt, I>Od gue a ... ccount or them juoveTY ,,It'flIllt Ilid .. ntertainintt 

" !,ellen." 
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summons, an e}derJ y peasant ".. Been making toward! 

us "ith all possible speed. whom our conductors, on his 

apprOQ(';b, saluted with the dignified appellation of 

&horbotchit.. or captain. upbraiding him, however, at the 

&arne time. with his delay. He, it appea red. was the chief 

of the village. and 011 him devolved the duty of providing 

strangers with food and lodging: should the traveller be 

a Ttlrk, these accommodations are harshly cxact~, and, I 

believt', never requited; and though we always endeal'oured 

at our departure, to satisfy our h08tS, yet, 8S this remu_ 

neration was uncertain, our arrival in a village WaA never 

greeted by any very smiling countenlmces. On this oc

cation, the Schorbatchie conducted ,us to a hut, where we 

obtained our usual refreshment of bread, eggs, and wine, 

of not an unpleasant taste, though very weak in its quality; 

these article~ of fOod wcre to be procured in almost 

every village 'It'e passed througlJ, and if it were a large 

one, the Turkish lu.xury of Yaourl, was generally to be 

found. 

·At the distance of three hOUR, having crossed a 

small plain, covered with Qlore than fifty barrows, ou the 

right of which were obeervable tbe wall!! of a ruined town; 

we again forded tbe Ianua that hue Bows to the east, 

and had before \IS a most magnificent view of Mount 

HtemUJ, whose bale '¥Fe were 1I10wly approe.ching. A. the 

day wu on the decliDe. and Temiv8, the town where we 
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were to change bones was still far oft', and was chiefly 

inhabited by Turks; it was thougllt prudent to stop fOr 

the night Ilt a Servian village. distant two mile! only 

from the place where we had crossed the ri~er, Tlie same 

ceremony of 8ummoDin~ the Schortbatchie was put io 

practice when we entered the hamlet, but it was not 80 &OOf1 

luccessful. 

'rhe d9gs barked. the children cried; our arri\'lll ~med 

to have spread consternation amongst all the inhabitan18, and 

every door was shut and locked against us ; to these sign!! 

of terror were added also the discordant notes of merriment, 

accompanying a procession in honour of the maniage (If 

one of the peasants! the bride, covered with a large fiaming 

red veH, was seen attending to a Ihort distance front her 

c-Ottage. some of her female friends, who had been to pu,\" 

her the visit of ceremony. and were now returning in a cart. 

in which they stood uprighl; the vebicle was drawn by 

two buffaloes, preceded by two men who were playing on 

imgpipel , The chief at' the \~ilIage had b~n participating 

in these fCJtivitiea, and it was uot till after much yelling 

aod vociferation on the part of our SUMlgeu, that be 

~,. tnade bis appearance, aDd compelled one of the 

peuat'lD to open hi, b.t for QUI' accommodation, 

Jan.. 21. Several boun before da}'.-light we were un 

~k. aM UlliMdias a ateep' road, having 00 our 

leA, in I. deep'JI8I'I'UIIr raviDe, the river Jana., and Oil our ' 

T 
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right, precipitous limeltone rocks, planted, wherever there 

was soil, with vineyards. After a ride of two hours by 

moonlight. a sharp tum of the road brought us .udden)y 

to the wooden gate of the town of Temi.,a, conjectured 

to occupy the site of the ancient city of Nicopolia ad 

Hremum. The houses, built dote &0 the very edge of 

steep rocks, hang over the torrent of the river that wind~ 

its cOurse through the con6ned and difficult ~ below. 

Surrounded on all lIides by mountains, the town stands iu 

a situatioo at once bold, dangerous, Mod picturesque. The 

streets iJl paved, were excessively dirty. and io maDy 

places darkened by wooden projectioda extending from 

the oppotiite houses, built, aa is u.; case in all Turki~h 

toWDl, .0 .. to approach. and nearly touch each other at 

the rop. 

In the post..house, where we were detained a few hours 

waiting for borsh, we unexpect&Uy wiLDeued the cere
mony of a Muuuimao', devotions. 

An hour before sunrise the' Cf!/Jeep baYing prepared us 

ooffee, retired into a corner of the room, aad having, witbout 

the leut reaerve, performed the neceuary abJutioos, . pread 

~ garmeDt on the greund, and began his prayen; he 

IUl'llfXI bim-eU' to the east, and, though teYeral penon» 
mteraJ.nd left: the apartment dori.g m. ciefotioa., he 

-..I quite aboo_. and .-. and ...... t, and pro
IIIIatod bimtdf with u much appcIlU'8Ik!a of piety, .. 
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Jf he had been praying in the holy ttmple of Mecca 
itself -, 

Aa 800n as our Yauakgee had bargained with the master 

of the poet for our horses, we resumed our journey through 

a confined and rich valley. crossing the Iantra several times, 

DOW gradually becoming narrower, as it flowed at the 

foot of mountains that were cultivated with vines to their 

v{>ry sUJ1Imitt. The road was occasionally near the bed 

of the torrent, sometimes on the steep slope of the moun. 

tains, and now aDd then it crossed their highest points, as 

the defile became too narrow to admit of our continuing 
in the valley, 

We dined at a village distant four houn from Terniva, 

and afterwards continued to ascend hills covered with 

oak and beech trees, frequently fording the river, until, 

at the expiration offour hours more, the beautiful town of 

Gablova, built at the southern pxtremity of a fruitful "alley. 

and Aurrounded by mulberry trt'C'S, afforded us accommoda

tions and repose for the night. 
A romantic bridge, constructed over a fall of the river, 

fonna the entrance into the town, which is remarkable for 

• n-p~ c",t be JIItde 0tI e carpet, or pnmpl, Ipread 00 tho: 

rroand. ~t, i'oidiac.'"1 tblll« which doe. pot pni'H:II1 aD even .~r_ 
1'1« . . EiPt 4GCD ............ are ..-:4 • tbe NaqeQ', fonning ... het II clllied 

• rik'ath, aad the pn,.. -1 ~It of. repetition of •• ,eraI of tbe.e rik'elb,. 
Ir ie-of dte utrDOIt iaporcac:., thet the face thould be turned toward. the Cum.. 
01' __ of God, at-x... 
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Its neatness, and a celebrity not ff1tY tattering to the 

('hastity of its female inhabitants. 

Jon. !8. Yesterday, though the rctftd from Temi.a'bad 

Jed us over a varied scene of hill and dale, yet we had 

been generally climbing, and might be considered to have 

hegun the ascent of the Balkan; to-day we were to oom~ 

pJete iu passage. and trace the Iantra to its source. 

Soon aner leaving the toW", we rode aeron a ,bold and 

pictureM}ue bridge, built over 1\ fall of the river, and 

followed the wmdmgs of R steep and rocky path, up the 

'!tdes of hilla, sometimes pre!enting sections of beds of 

shale, limestone, and ochre, hut generally covered with 

beech trees, appearing of a stately growth at a distance, 
though uniformly di!lfigured near the road, by baving their 

hral1C'hee lopped off for the purposes of fire-wood. The 

mountain torrent tumbled. at our feet in innumerable 

cHscades, till at lengtlt we lost sigbt of it in a narrow pan 
where the road took It diRerent direction. Higher up were 

a few stone huts near the way"",ide, fIJI' the accommodation 

of -guards who were occasionally .tationed there, ,.Olt 

tbe depredatlons of robben; the tt>p of the iflOUl)tain W811 

bare oftl'tt8, and covered with snow, but the tempenLture 

by no means unpleasantJy cold. 

'The palMge of ,Mount Hremul!I from GabJova to the 

village of Shipka, sitdMed at ita foot on the IOUtl. tld~ 
occupied us only five hours; and, upoo. \be whole, we .... 
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rather disappointed in our expectation of fine acenery. 

To the right of the spot where we crossed was a point 

somewhat bigher, but in general the outline of the mOUll

tain, wa~on nearer approach, o1'a tame character, offering 

no bold or prominent peaks. The descent, however, was 

much more rapi.d, and we had to lead our horses down a 

path, over fallen and projecting ma~ses of schist·, that re

quired ~nliderable precaution. 

The village of Shipka is cmbosoll1cd in walnut and mul

berry trees, On the skirts of a small plain that is covered with 

tumuli of various shapes. and in considerahle numbers; a 

lofty conical orie, around which were arranged with an 

appearance of symmetry five smaUer barrows, attracted 

our attention, as well as one thrown up at some distanct' 

from this group, Bnd distinguished among the others by a 

ver, long aDd truncated summiJ.. 

We were now in R.!Jrueha, as the Balkan forens the 

natural boundary between that and tile pro~ince of Bul

garia, and having refreshed QUrsclves at Sh~pka, we rode to 

Kuav.lik in two boun. 
Jim. 29. We slept in Ule post_house, and were early 

S!JlQ'moped ·to remount our horses, and by sun-rise were 

• The .ttata oa the _Ih .ide of Mount H~DlU. Ire gene,.lIy calcveou5, 
\he. _mil i. .. ~' pr varier-ted _ble; but, the UIIIIGI JOII besin to dne.d, 
... utute of the n;.cQ RIIIdoaI, ~ ~o • bud l"IillactoWi Khiat, 
abow .. ill qe vriM of~. 
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advancing over a plain witb here and there a barrow, on 

the top of one of which was built 8 kio.tk. Craning a ridge 

of low mountain!!, I observed, for the first time, the appear. 

aoce of primitive country in a number of granite points, 

which here come to the surface of the ground; farther on 

we travelled in the bed of a river, whose banks were formed 

of hornstone schist, and down the sides of which fell many 

rills lhat were generally employed in turning over-shot 

mills. 

On our approach to &ki Sagra. the country became 

hIghly cultivated with vines, and every species of common 

fruit trees, m~lberries. cherries, plums. . The town is very 

Turkish, and the inhabitants, as we passed through the 
streets, regarded us with an air of savage curiOliity. though, 

as we entered the court of the post-house, the post-master 

and his attendanl-. held our stirrups, and helped U5 to 

descend, with the usual jnterch~n~ of salutation;-
KJUJth Galdik • Welcome·. 

KhOJh Bold(,k Well met. 

On the arrival of a stranger at a Turki,h post-houte. he 
is always shewn into a room reserved for the use of tra. 

veJJers, which is generally matted, and has aloD« Doe Dr 

two aides of tbe walls a low sofa, or long cushion, on 

• R.Ddered IUOn! litn-aJiy, pah-JIII. by the ltaI_ e:lJlreMocl:
Jkr. lNlMIo, 

&n inronlratl). 
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which he sits, or should sit, cross-legged. His enterlain~ 

ment uniformly commences with coffee and pipes, "'ith 

which he passes the time, till a more substantial meal cun 

be prepared. Our dinner, to-day. consisted of the fc.llowing 
• 

articles, whieh I give al; a specimen of Turkish cookery. 

We had, of eOUflJe, no knives nor f()rks. but there werc 

several wooden spoons placed on a circular metnllic table. 

just elevl;l-ted above the floor. Having washed our hands. 

we began to finger, bJ the help of pieces uf bread, some 

sheep's trotters. stewed ill grease. a dish of rather an 

indifferent flavour. Ncxt followed some harico muttOIl, 

which was extremCly good, and then 3 large pile of pilau, 

or plain boiled rice,-the repast was concluded by a dish of 
eli.cellent yoourt, or sour milk-. As infidels. we werp 

allowed wine. besides the vinous liquor, called sorbet, 

drunk by Turks themse1\'cs, and made I;)y bruislDg and 

steeping grapes in hot water, which is kept, and lermeuts 

lor a short time in a close vessel, till it begin; to aequirc a 

slight acidity. 
On riding out of the town of Eski Sagra. we obsen'etl 

on the capititl of a pilaster. not in very good taste, that 

• '"'it i" ~e" flvourile di.h lmong the Turk. , and the ,",rocess ... f n •• king 
it is tal.lr.ed of u a tort of ..,cn;t. BUlbequiu., when pr&i.ing the mode .. ti ... ., 

o f that people in theu diet. .peak. of it in the following term_, .. Quibut II III 
" .it et PiPit, alliu_que lui Cl!pa, aut ,cidi Ia"jis genu~, Glleno lIOn ignoll, 
.. ,uod ip" Oxyc.II .. , iali Jtlprt1«lm dicunl, nihil requinnt pn"teru!' 

E,mlol. I. pog.!IO. 
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wns ly ing on the ground, and pardy covered with long 

grass, the Greek characters 

e 
------

TA'l"Po/l.oMETloN 

It is difficult to assign any precise meaning' to this 

inscription; perhaps, the latter word may be the Ilppellation 

of some neighbouring town or village. D'Anville supposes 

that Berrea, or Beroe, situated on the confinet of the 

pro"illcc of Thrace Proper and Mresia, and re-established 

h.Y the Empress Irene. may be Eski~Zadra. or Sagra: but 

it would seem that the conjecture rests chiefly on the 

Turkish adjunct, Eski, signifying old, and employed 

frequently to in.dieatc other aneiqlt cities, of which Eski

Stamboul, the modern name of Alexandria Troas, in Asia 

Minor, may be cited as an e~ample. 

From the plain, upon which we got immediately OR 

quitting the town, we enjoyed, on looking back, a beautiful 

",iew of tbe fine situation of Eski Sagra, with its eight 

ma&ques, built on the southern declivity of hiUs of the moat 

gra,ceful fonns and in the bigbe3t state of cultivation. On 

II sides the fiat we wety cl"OtUling seemed. abut in hy different 

branches of Mount Heemua, until after 8 ride of four boun, 

the fint part through 8 foreat of dwarf oaks, the latter 
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over a very marshy ground, we reached the village of which 

a sketch is given. 

Jan. SOtho There was something very imposing in the 

ceremony of our departure from the places where we had 

lodged during the night. At the early hour of three o'clock 

we usually drank our coffee, of which our Christian and 

Turkish attendants alike partook. We then rode in silence 

for a fe\'{ yards, till we were clear of the vilJage, wheb the 

foremost Su,rugee, who led a baggage-horse, and regulated 

our pace at the rate of about four miles an hour, began his 

gentle trot with the Turkish exclamation - Oughourlai olaf 

receiving in reply the corre ponding salutation, Allah ran 

oltll This mutual greeting was repeated along the whole 

line of our party, and we observed that it was always 

interchanged between travellers who might meet on the 

road. When proceeding from the mouth of the haughty 

Mussulman, as he passed 0 ocr the wild country subject to 

his dominion, and uttered ,vith the d ep-toned guttural 

urkish pronunciation, there 'was an air of dignity in the 

imple ceremony, that approached almost to the sublime. 

Having travelled for four hours across a tract, in some 

by. in others cultivated, and even occasionally 

enclosed, we stooped to enter the low door of a eMn at the 

ge of Karabona, where we were to breakfast. This, 
• 

• " May you have good omens !" 

.. M.y it 10 pleue God !" 
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like all the other villages in this part of Romelia, consists 

of brown-looking thatched cottages, surrounding a tall wbite 

building of a more ambitiflus Ilppeara.nce, having a con

spicuous balcony projecting from one of its side' walls, or a 

kiosk built upon its roof: from whence the Ago, whose 

residence it is, surveys the neighbouring country. 

We were IJOW approaching the Hebrus -, celebrated in 

cla~!-'i[: story as the scene of the tragical death and mira

culous constancy of Orpheus. On its banks he was torn in 

pieces by the fury of the neglected Ciconian women, and 

the be'ad of the wretched lover floated down the stream that 

rolled its waters over golden sands, still calling 00. the Dame 

of his IOllg-l~st Eurydice. But, fD leave the seductive 

fictions of antiquity, as we I'f"Acbed the river, DOW caUed 

Mariza, the countrJ became more uneveo, and was broken 

into rugged granitic rocks; wild roses, intenningled with 

stunted oaks, were growing in profu'sion, and, 8S a proof of 

the mildn~ss 6f the climate, we were not able to wear our 

clOaks in the n~iddle of the "day, though it was now the 

depth of wi?lcr. Swallows were flying about its banks, 

which were covered with the crocus, and, in the islands or 

sandbanks in the middle of the stream, several storks were 

observable. We were ferried across the river, which ill 

• The Hebrul lou ill lI<IU¥e ill the vaUryl bel .. ·cell MOlint H ... uI .mt 
Rhodope; .ud hIVing recriud vllriou. tribilluy Ilrnml, filally d~ch'rr' 
u.lr into lbe EgeNi In, oppotite the ill.nd of S~. 
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about two hundred yards broad, and terminated this day's 

journey Ilt the village of Hevitza, at the distance of half a 

mile from its right bank. 

In the evening we walked from the post.house to the 

farther end of the village, to witnesK the rustic fcstiviti(>!; tlla\ 

precede the nuptials of a Servian peasant. A few days 

before, we had seen the processif)n of the friends of the 

newly "!arried, now they were enga,!lCd in the fca!ltin~ and 

dancing, that IIrc kept up for eight days at the bridegroom's 

exr~ense, beloN" the day of marriage. 'Joe bride hCJ"!Ielf 

was at home in a neighbouring village, hut the rrit:rids of 

her intended husband were assembled, some eating and 

drinking on the ground, and others, male- and female. 

dancing the romaic in a circle round those who were 

carousing in the middle. The dancers held cad other by 

the hand. hut the two sexes were apart, forming distinct 

ends of the chain, and twt) minstrels rla.yjll~ on hagpipes, 

making most harsh music, were accompanying tllCIll in all 

their steps. Many of the girl; wore head-dr.csscs rp.scmbling 

helmets. formed chiefly of paras. 

There was nothing very elegant in the movement." of the 

dance. which was rather characterized by a very ullbrra('cful 

sort of stamping, but they invited us to partake of their 

refreshments, and in return shewed no s('ruple in levying 

oolatributions upon U8. When we drank to the health of 

the bride, the husband replied, .. Amen." As we quitted u. 
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the rude merriment of the Chrititian marriage, tbe rays of 

the setting !lUI) shone upon SOIllC MO!lieOl figures, occupied 

in a distant burying-ground, in perton11ing the lHst rites to 

one of the faithful 

Saturday, .Tau. 3 1. The road hence continues on tbe 

right bank of the Mariza, as tar as Dsi~r Mmstafit, wbit:h we 

weft' ferried a('ro~!>. as the heuutiful bridge - erected by 

that sultan has five of its arches broken, and ~as been 

allowed to remain ill that state of decay during the last 

twenty yean;. Refore we reached Adrianoplc every vestige 

of w1ntcr t had disappeared, not a particle of SilO" was 
obscrvable on the surtacc of the country, which was well 

cuhivated and planted chiefly with mulberry trees. About 

a mile from the city, we pa!lsed MJllle low sand hill!> to the 

left, the minarcts of thc lamons mOl'que of Selim began to 

appear; and , instead of the coarse tombstones of the 

1'urkisb burying grounds, which 'we had been hitherto 

accustomed to see, white marble mOlluments, with well. 

!>culptured tur~ns. and ornamented with inscriptions in 

gilt .characters, were crowded together by the ro.'l.d-side. 

Ncar the confluence of the Tundscha and {he Arda with 

• We be.~ frll in With the route of BUlbequius, ... 1'0 l poe_ln of thi. bridp. 
oriJinllly eOIUlJObng oft" enty .ro;be',;n the foUllwing terml ;_. 

--- Ie dCIILul1l per Vlledarul" :\Iu.tl.ph ... ponten, 
Hebro IrallSm, .. oveniOlU. H _drianopohm. 

Epi. t. i. p. 46 .• 
t In lb.· ror""h of Deccmber there is lornetime. I coolidcnoble f. 1I or Inow 

&t Adnallople, "hie" rem_JIll, bowevu, only two or three d.y •. 
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the Hcbro!l, and on the custcru bauk of the former tJver, 

stands the fin.t European capital of the Turki~h empire, 

on a spot celehrated alike in the earliest traditions of 

antiquity, and the rccord.~ of morc authenticated aod 

modern history. It was at the jundlOlI of thc~ three 

rivers, that the infuriated Orestclo pUTlfied him!lclf from the 

contaminatIOn of the muruer uf his mother, and a 00\\'11 

erected in commemoration of that event hure hi!> HalllC, 

and is frequently mentioned b'y the B'yzantine alll..hnn. 

Here also, where the Hebrus fjr'it changes ib ('ourloC from 

the eastward, to descend to the south, the Emperor A1.irian 

afterwards built the city that at a later period I.!IlJoyed 

the dignity of' a lIIetropoli!l in the provincc of' Hlemi~montus . 

and still retains the appellation dcrived froru Its Roman 

founder. "By the pale and tainting ligh\ of the Ryzantiu(' 

.. annals," sa.vs Gibbon, " we can discern that Alilurath. ( 

.. subdued, without n:!'<istaIKt:, thc wllofe pmvi[Jcc of 

.. Romania, or 'I'hrace, from tile HdlcslJdllt ttl J\fount 

.. Hremus, ane! the verge of tlJ\! capital; Ulld that Adl'ianop1t~ 

.. W~ chosen for the rOJid st'at of tl1~ government .ami 

.. religion ill Europe" Vol. Xl., Chap. 64, p. ++4. 

The event here alluded to look plal'c ill the 7015t )'eur of 

the HeglCa, (A. D. 1860.) and the .';ullan who had the 

merit of muking so impoJ'tallt a (,Ollq1Ic,t, enjoys also the 

glory of perfecting, if not of' hari llg cst"blishcd, the cele

brated eorps.oftheJanisllaries. It would appear, however, 
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that the subjugation of this part of the ancient ~man 

Empire, WaB oot so ea..ily effected as ought be inferred 

from the expressions of the eloquent autbor of the DeoJ;Ae 

and Fall. Amurath 1. despatcbed Schabio. his Grand 

Vi:lier, to complete the conquest of Thrace, but itw6B not 

until after a long and vigorous resistance that Adrianople 

was taken by stratagem, and given up to plunder. The 

conduct of the despot of Servia, against whom ~e Sultan 

afterwards directed his arms, proves also, that the [I1'ogress 

of the Ottoman conquests ill Europe, was not an uninter

TUp~ march of victory. 

According to Froissart, who relates' the story on the 

authorit.y of 'the Amlellian king, whom he had seen in 

France. Amurath sent, along with his ambas&8dor8 to the 

despot, a mule,laden with seed, intimating thereby. tbat the 

army with which he ulteudcd to invade his country. would 

be alOl,lumerous a~ the grams call tal ned in the sack of millet. 

The Servian desired three days to deliberate on the proposals 

of the haughty Sultan, during which period he gave orders 

tha.t all his poultry should he kept without food. At the 

expiration of that time, and, in the presence of the 'turks, 

the:.ced was thrown to the hungry fowls, who devoured the 

whole in Iells than ha1f an hour; upon which, the despot, 

turning to the aiOba~sadors. made the following e:lclamation, 

thus related in the qU&.int language of Froiuart: u BeaU::I 

" Seigneurs. avez VOllS veu comment le millet que VOUI 
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.. m'avez apporte de par "otre maistre en moy mena~ant • 

.. elt devo~, et mis au neant par ('clle poulaille'1 ct en('ore 

.. en mangeroient.ils bien plus largclIlent ~'i1s en avoicnt. t, 

.. L'Amorabaquin," (by which name the Sultan Wit!> kuown 

in the west.) continued the spirited dcspot, .. threatens m(:, 

u that he will send into my country, men at arms, ,wIthout 

.. number,- tell him from me, that I expect him; Lut no 

" sooner.shall they be arrived, than they shall be devo~lrcd, 

" as the millet has been by this. poultry ." Nor was this 

an idle menace, for though the troops of Amurath were 

ultimately victorious, his first army, consisting of 60,000 

men, was successfully r('pulsed. and the grefl,ter part put 

to death by the bravery of the Servians. 

But the warlike tribes, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bosnians, 

and Albanians, inhabiting the country between the Danube 

and the Adriatic, were at length subdued by the valour of 

the Ottoman troops, and'the Greeks were i urrounded ootll 

in Asia and Europe, by the arms of the ~ame hostile 

monarchy. 

The prudence or generosity of Amurath postponed fIJi 

awhile the cally conquest, and the humbled emperor!> were 

allowed to keep the shadow of sm'creign authority, until, 

after the lav-e of nearly a century, Maholllet n, planned, 

within the walls of Edrenc·, the destruction of Constan-

• The modern TurkUb name of the cily II ObY10lilly a corruption or iu 
... ~t .ppellatiog, 
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tioople. Since that period, though it hM lost the rank of 

It capital, Adrianople has been frequently chosen B8 the 

seat of government, by succeedmg sultans, and was' the 

favourite resirlence of Achmet III., Mahomet IV., and 

Mustafa: it i~ now the chief town of an extensive and 

impol1j.nt Pashalkk. 

We cntered the city by a long narrow bridge, built over 

the Tundlocha, which fans into the ManzR, at a little distance 

below the town to the sm,th. PUl!sing along narrow streets, 

darkened by wooden projt'c-tiono; from th", opposite hoUt,es, -we stooped under a very low ruined brick arf'hway in the 

wall of the fQrtres\, and alighted at a chAn, crowded with 

Albanian troops of the Pasha. Our hO'lt, who proved to 

be one of the most ciVil Turks we had ever met with, 

clcuTf"d out a room for us, previously filled with grain, to 

which we ascended from a stable, that contained fitly 

horses. belo.ngi~g to tIle solUle;s qnartered upon him. 

Thp Pasha, who had as&em bled hiS troops. a<j we were told, 

for the purpose of a general'inspection, has the reputation 

of extreme severity, for which good quality he was probably 

removed from his fonner government of Wid in, and pro

moted, about nille months ago, to his present Pasbalick. 

Widin is a n important fortress on the right ban.k of the 
Danube, which W'IU long in the pDII~sjon of the faotou, 

n:,bel PaMwan-OgJou, 'and after his death "'at retaioed. by 
this successor Mol1ah Pasha, who had married- Ai, widOw. 
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The pre&eDt Sultan Mahmoud ... ucceeded in obtaining the 

restitution of the town, on a promise that Mollall should be 

alJowed to Jive unmolested, and retire with his ~iw;" and 

treasures. On hearing oftbis event, it j", scud that Ali, the 

famous Pasha of Jannina, e>.ciaimed against the pusil. 

lanimons conduct of tht' governor of Wid in, so different 

from his own spirit of sovereign independence. .. JJe is an 

" cllnuc)l," said the vizir of Albania, " without talent; who, 

" ru. I always predlded, WIll end by losing his hie :.nd his 

"city." The prophecy, how('vcr, of the l'llt('rpnsing Ah 

was not fulfilled, for contrary to the u",oal lot of d~l~osed 
or abdicated pashas, Mollah lived undisturbed at Scutan, 

in front of the seraglio, till the year IHl'2, when he died of 

the plague. 

But whatever may have been the character of the former 

goveroor of Widin, lenity forllls no part d the Iilsposi· 

tion of his successor tllC present Pasha' of Adriullople. 

though it may be urged ID Ill '! hchaH~ that it is not without 

reason, that he has adopted" measures of Jic"crit.v. for the 

Turks of Adrianople have as bad a reputation all thos(: .;;1" 

the islands of Egripo or Crete; but, since the Russian 

war, it has been ob8erved that they have become les ... 

in80lent and overbearing. 

The population of the city is now estimated at ~omething 

\a& than 90.000, of which one--tiurd may be accounted 

~"', the rest being Greeks, Armenians, and Jews; but 

x 
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the number of its inbabitants, Rnd the extent of ill com

merce, bave been greatly diminisht-cl by the plague of 
rour yea~ ago, and the disturbanc~s and depredations 

committed by robbers, before the appointment of the 

present pasha. The two annual fain; which were held in 

the neighbourhood, to which Russians with furs, and Ger~ 

mans with cloth, were in the habit of resorting, no longer 

exist; still, however, Adrianoplc remains a p1ace.of conai~ 

derable trade, consisting ,;biefly in its exports of raw silk, 

Hnd the colouring substance used. a~ n yellow dye, kllOwn 

generally by the name of grains d'Avignon-. There is also 

so great a de~lIand for the manutilctured' goods of England, 

that the appointment of a Briti~h consul t at Adrianople 

has been resolved upon hy the u\'ant Company. That 

part of the town ca1Jed the Fortrell!l, surrounded by a 

ruined wall, witli here and there a dilapidated tower, i!l the 

chief residence 0'1' the Franks and 'Greekll. We could hear 

of no remains of antiquity, except the bU!lt of the emperor 
Adrian, of wh~se existence' everyone seemed. oertaiD, 
though its precise situation could be pointed out by nobody. 

But the mosque of Selim and the hazaar of Ali Pasha 

an: the pride of Adrianople, and merit the attention ef 

• 'nit AVlgnon Berry i. the fruit I)f Il lpeeiu of l,duln, lelll th ... ~ 
of .Ift"ilh ye'llow colour, .Ild IlIl I_\nng~t bitter tute. 

t Tlae aentle1na, DGmiIWecl \0 thi, POtt, i. fIlPpoeed ~ M;¥lI ~ 00 .. 
...... e f,om Manedl. \0 CoIIIWltinople. 
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every traveller. \Vc paid a ~equill to he permitted to 

ascend to the top of one of the four minarets of the mosque. 

which .are fluted and of a very elegant construction. Three 

spiral staircases, winding round each other, separately 

conduct to the three diflerent galleries of the minaret, to 

the highest of whidl you mount by three hundred and 

SC\'cnty-se\'cn steps. On our de~ccl1t we were permitted, 

on condition of taking off our shoes, to enter the intenor of 

the lIIo,>q ue. il'lelf From the ,hasty \'iew Wl' took of it, 

(for we were rather hurried through than alll')wed to Illllke a 

,"cry minute examination) . I could only recollect thl!' fol

lowing particularS. The floor was co\'ereu .witlt carpets, 

many lamps and ostrich eggs were suspended from the 

ceiling of the immellse dome. In several recesses, similar 

to the side chapels to. be obsen-ed ill large cllthcdrals, 

devout Turks were reading or praying. On the walls 

of the interior 'Wcrc inscriptions in Turkish characters; Oil 

one side of the building 'Iwod all elevated chair or pulpit, to 

which a very narrow and Ite(!P flight ot Slq~s conducted, In 

the centre of the mosque was a spring surrounded by a.cir

cular screen, and we were invited to apply our mouths to thc 

top of the marble fountain, to imbib(; the sacred water which 

• It h .. b«oDl~ 1tI0re difficult IIOW to .~ tile ;lIferiot IIf Turkish mo.'lue. 
diu it fOl'JDerly ... , and i. " pri,-ilege granted to an amballador Il,d hi. Ulite 

0lIl" .tter .n llldi.ace. ~ thi. il 10 elent of ,rare occ"rreLlce, we wen nol ,....,te lIIQOucb. duriP, DIU .lal'! Coa,taIlUoop!e. to enter the eelebtated 

fit. Sophu" 
x2 
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did not jet out, but merely rose to the brim. Strook with the 

prodigious Dumber OfWlDdows around me, I was attempting 

to count them, wben our guide hastily intimated to us that 

it was time to withdraw. The }'rench consul, who had the 

kindness to accompany us Oil this occasion, explained this 

circumstance, by telling us that it was considered a bad 

omen among the Turks to allow a Christian to make sucb 

n calCulation, which, however, he had once made, 8!1d found 

to be nine hundred and. ninety-nine. Several boys, ap

parently employed in keeping clean the interior of the 

moslfue, beset us and greedily demanded a back,huk. or 

present. Th~ exterior court of the mosque is paved with 

large slabs of white marhle, and the antique columns of the 

cloisters built round it are of various orders and dimensioDs, 

but all of the Illost costly materials, either Verde Antico, 

.Bgyptian granite, or Cipollino marble. Near the building 

is a college of det'vishes. 

From the mosque of Selim, which is reported to be one 

of the largest an.d most beauH'ful . Mohammedan temples iQ 

the.world, we walked to the famous bazaar of Ali Pacha. 

It is a brick building, vaulted with arches consisting of 

alterwlte red and white bricks; a gate at each extremity. 

and foor lateral ones, form so many entrances, and it!lleogth 

is about three hund~ - pace!;. The coup-d'(l!il ot1'ered by 

• I...dy M • .., Wotdey M~ ,relr.ly narru1tea: ,lie Iii ... ' .. of IfIiI 
bu.r, "ben lite ~ tblt it. hllf. mile 10111. 
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the entire length of the bazaar of Ali is more striking than 

any thing I anerwards witnessed at the Bizesteios of Con. 

stantinople; and my companion was of opinion thll.t i ~ fHof 

exceeded any buildill~ of a similar description that he had 

seen at Cairo. 

It is allotted to the more precious commodities, such as 

jewellery, shawls, muslin, ¥. 11l another part of the 

town we. visited II. bazaar appropriated to tanners. 

As Ad rianopJe is not in the qirect foad from Buchoretit 

to Constantinople. the service of the post r:eases Iieft), and 

we were conseq uently obliged to agree with our Turkish 

host for tell horses to take us all the way to the capital. 

The time to be employed in the journey WlIS to be faur 

days, and we were to pay thirty piastres for ('..nch hon;c. 

A courier would have performed the distance ill two Jays 

and 11 halt~ but the baggage-horses with which we trdvelled 

necessarily impcdp.d the rapidity of our nl(lvements. , 

ft;fr.nulay, Feb. j. Sepulchral monuments or white 

marble. many of which 'lferc covered with ornamentcd 

canopies of the same material, and all having a Ipore 

splendid appearance than any we had hitherto seen, Jint;d 

the road on each side for a considerable distance, as we 

turned our backs on the ancient capital of Amuratb. The 

• The wbite marble, 1)( which tbere i. 11 pat ·ptofu.wn both here aDd .t 
Conatanli..ople, i. broupt ~ from qullrrie. in the' iollnd of MlIrn)on. 1Intiently 

the ~onnuu" ill tbe Proponlio. 
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country before us assumed the appearance of a brown and 

barren heath, upon whose surface the grey plover was 

flying in numerous flocks. After a ride of four hours we . 
halted at Hafsa, where was fOTmerly a great caravanserai 

built by Mahomet Bassha. The gateway, the ex.terior 

walls, and the mosque, which was always a necessary 

appendage to these establishments, are standing, but the 

inside' of the court is disfigured by the present meap coffee

house, and a few wretched wooden sheds. In the room 

allotted us as our sleeping apartment, the light, the rain, 

and "ffie wind, were equally admitted by the chimney; and, 

as firewood is ,extremely scarce here, we passed a miserable 

evening: over a charcoal mangal, ruminating on the comforts 
of the hospitable cMos, that formerly abounded in this 

part of the Turkish empire. 

In these public edifices, says 13usbequius, who is giving 

an account of ohe in which he 16dged on his route from 

Vienna to Constantinople, the stranger, whether Mussn)man, 

Christian, or Je,w, Basshaw, -Sangiac, or the poorest tra

veller, was entertained at free cost, during the space of three 

days. From his description of the Caranvan8Crai at Nissa. 

and the remains of this at Hafia, it is probable these buildings 

were all of IJimilar construction. " 'I'he fonn," says he, " is 

"thus. It iJ a large edifice, that bas more of length than 

" breadth; in the mida\ of it there is kind of yard for the 

" placing of carriages, camels, mules, and waggons. This 

• 
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" yard is compassed about with a wall ahout three feet 

.. high, which joins, and is, as it were, built in the outward 

" wall that encloses t1le whole building; the top of this 

" inn« wall is plain and level, and is about four feet hroad . 

.. Here the Turkllodgc. here they sup, and here is all the 

'1 kitchen which they have (for in the umbient wall, before 

" spoken of, there are ever and anon some hearths built-)," 

.fe. ¥ . .At Hafsa, in the exterior wall the hearths are dis

tindly visible, still blackcneJ by. lhe smoke uf tllt~ iormer 

fires. 

Feb . .s. The Nolia, or south-wC9t wind, blew strongly 

upon us as we trav ersed the brown beath, that brolOght us, 

at the end of four hours, to Eski Baba, a small town with a 

handsome mOllque nnel a very neat bridge. An uninterest· 

ing tract, bounded to the right and left, but at a great 

distance, by two chains of mountains covered with snow, 

extends from heucp to Csatai Borgas, ,·/Mel! we entered 

over a good stone bridge t. 
Feb. 4. Hence to Cbourli' i::. sixteen h~unl. The wind 

and rain accompanied us also to-day across the same hrGwl\ 

waste, on which we saw several flocks of wild geese, that 

at a distance we mi&took for bustards. When we werl' two 

• Tr"lIlatioo of the Truel. o( Bu.bequjul into Turkey. Ep. i. p. 'lJ. 

t The minaretl of the 1II01q1Hl of Selim at Adria1lllpie, the Wi ll . of tbe dnin 

at Hill.. and the nrioul bridr' we croned 0,,\ our ...,.d. lore all buill of the 
.. mt ki~ of celJu\u Iime.toDt, lboullding in geode., lined witb minute cry.tIIl. 

eI caleareoul.pt.r. 
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hours from Chourh. our Suru~ pointed out to us the spot 

where, twelve years ago, two English travellers and their 

Tartar were murdered h.Y some robben. An eagle rose 

from the grave on our approach. At present. the n~ 
cessary severity of the Pasha of AdrianopJe has so greatly 

intimidated these lawless banditti, that travelling is become 

Illuch less dangerous. The town of Chaurli is situated on a 

high ' bank, its streets paved, and houses built of basalt. 

Adjoining the stable wllt~re were our horses, we occupied a 

small room, into which a sombre light was admitted lhrough 

windows formed, (as is the general custom in thi~ country) 

of paper: should the person from within have occasion to 

see any exterior object, he must apply his eye to a small 
triangular bit of.glass stuck into the corner of one of the 

tj·ames. 

Feb. 5. Having travelled two hours in the morning, we 

first C2.ught a glitnpse of the sen of Marmora, and the lofty 

mountains of the island of Proconnesus, and, in six hours 

more, over a boggy stiff clay, passing by severnl barrows, 

we .reached the beautiful town of Selivria, built on the 

weatcrn side of a hilly promontory. As I have so frequently 

mentioned the occurrence of tumuli on our route, a few 

observations on that subject may, perhaps, not be consi

dered an uninterestipg digression. 

We bad traced these artificial mounds of earth from the 

neigbbourhood of the Valdai Mountains, situated to the 
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north of Moscow, across the steppe between the Boug and 

the Dnieper, in Bulgaria and Uumelia; and as we ap

proached the Propontis, it required but a little stretch 01 the 

imagination to descry the tombs of Ajax lmd Achilles on 

the &hores of the Hellespont, the'l'hrosmos, and the various 

other tUUluli scattered over the surface of the plains of 

Troy. Monuments of this description arc found in every 

country ,of Europe. in many parts of Asia, Africa; and 

even in America; and, as lal" aoS r.escarch has llithcrto gone, 

they appear gencrall.v to have been destil,ed to CO~'N alld 

protect the ashes, weapons, and ornament'> of the delle! ;

Of the trllth of this as!;crtion the barrows of Cornwall, the 

cairns of Ireland and Scotiant.i, the tumuJi of Greece, (lnd 

the pyramids of Egypt, aflord so many exampler.. 

In England. urns, swords, spear~hcalis, shields, armillfl', 

daggers, knives, battJe~axew, have been Joulld in the 

barrows of ht:rocs; in th.')sc appropriatcd too thc rem,!ins of 

remaIN, gems, bracelets, beads, gold <lml ~lvcr buckles 

and brooches, ornamented ",ith prel"iml!! "tones, together 

with several magical instruments. I am i~forl!le,l hy .1Il)' 

friend Mr. DodweJl, (so well known for his diligcllt ad 

successful researches in Greece), that, some years ago. a 

large hmlUlus of earth on the left of tllC road leading from 

Athens to the Pir~u!l, at the entrance of the olive grove, 

Wall excavated, and found to cOlltaill broken vases, plates 

of terra cotta, and bones of birds lind fish, C\,jdently the 
y 
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fragments of the funereal feast, the Nekrodp.ipnon of the 

ancients. This barrow has beeu gf'..Ilcm\ly supposed to oe 
.the sepulchre of the amazon Antiope ; but without recurring 

to fabulous ages, it is far morc likely to have been the 

"""",<1 "'''''''' or cenotaph of Euripides; and the cIrcum

stance of no hUlmlll bones being found in it, is a further 

corroboration of that opinion. 

In · the tUlllulus attributed to Achilles on th~ Sigrean 

promontory. were found ff!1gUlClll'> of terra COUll vases, pi(~ces 

of charcoal, and calcined bO,ncs. bcsicl(.'S portiolls of a small 

statue of bronze, of which the following is a de~niption :-

.. EHe etait portee sur Ie plateau sculiforme dont j 'ni 

.. pari/:, et ce' plateau {'tnit sOlltenu par deux petits chevaux 

" dans Ie cote dcsquels il etait implant/': . 

.. La statue, jointc nu picdestal qui la soutenait, a dix 

" pOlices de hauteur. Les chevaux sont Jourds et lIlal tail", 

.. lis porta;ent chacun un guerrier.dont il nc Teste plus <Iue 

" la partie iv.f{'rieure. Lc visage de la figure est dt~truit; 

.• on distingue encore une partie du sein; les piedi'! sont 

" c? avant I'un de I'autre et sur deux lignes parallelcs, 

" corome aux statUCIS egyptiennes. Les symbolcs qui 

.. sW'chargent sa tete ct ses epaulc5, sont la partie la mieux 

.. conscrvce. Deux sphinx places sur les a~ant-bra8 eU:~vent 

.. leur ~te au nive8? de sa coiffure o~e d'ulIefeuilk de lotus, 

" au-deslU8 de laquellq on voit deux lion. ou deux sphin.J: . 

.. On distingue sur Ion cpaule une cbemille d'un tissu 
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u dont les fils semblent fri~cs a pcu pres comme les chemises 

" de soie que les femmes portent encore dan s tout l'Oricnt. 

" Elle est v£ltue d'une robe avec un grand nombre de plis 

" perpcndiculaires; It,,!! pans en SOllt rclcvl's sur les euisscs, 

.. et Ie! honls sont par.tout contollrn{'S SUi\'811t la dispm,ition 

" des plis et uvc(; lu plus grande uniformit6. Dc "on bras 

., gauche, die soutient sa robe, <Iu'elle saisit avec Ie pOllce 

" et l'index." 

M. Lc Chemlicr, froUl whom ~ llave mad(' this ey.tracl, 

concludes that the statue was that of the goudC$s MiocJ'Va, 

who had a temple in the citadel of Tro.r.-Vo.lla~e ,de fa 

Tl'o(lde, Vol. ii. p. '320, 

In the PJrumi d of Cepherncs, which tile snga r:: ity ulld 

enterprise of M. Belzoni ha l> lately <; u{'c('c(h·t\ in op(~n ill g, 

a granite sarco phagus wa~ disco\'cred, ('olitaininA" bom's, 

!>ome of which have been proven. to 1)(' those of the Egy ptian 

god Apis, thoug h il i5 not illiprohabic otllt'-rs will hereafter 

be detected, that have belonged to the re(llited huilder of 

the monument. 13ut, pcrhalh, the h:-!Trow~ we had pas§ed 

on our route from Moscow to the sea of Marmora ma.'.~ be 

conceived to ha\'c more affinity with those that h:n"c been 

described as existing in the wilds of Silwrill. 

In II. paper inserted in the second volume of the 

Arclueologia, an account is given of the opcning, by order 

of the Russian government, of some tumuli of Tart8.rian 

origin , in Siberia, n'ear 'romsky. a town siluated on the 

river Tom, which fall s into the Oby. 
y2 
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.. The barrow of the Jargest lIize was opened. After 

.. removing a very deep covering of enrth and stones, the 

.. workmen came to three vaults, constructerl of stones of 

.. rude workmanship. That wherein the prince was depO

.. sited. which was lfl the centre of the largest of the three, 

.. was easily distingui~hed by the sword, spear, bow, 

.. quin' r, and arrow, which lay beside him. In the vault 

.. beyond him, towards which his feet lay, were his horse, 

" bridle, saddle. Rnd stirrups. The body of the prince lay 

.. in a Trdinin3 posture, upon a sheet of pure gold, ('X_ 

.. tcnjing trom head to toot, and another sheet of gold. of 

.. dIe like dimensions, was spread OVl!r him. lIe was 

" wrapt in a rich mall tIe, bordered with gold, and studded 

" with rubies and emeralds. His head, neck, breast, and 

.. arms naked, and wllhout allY ornament. In the le~~l:1 

.. vault lay the princess, di~tillguished by her female orn:a.

.. menu. She Was placen rccliniltg against the wall, with 

.. a gold chain of many links, set with rubies, rounn her 

.. neck, and gold bracelets round her arms. The head, 

" brea!!t, and anns, werc naked. The body was covered 

.. with a rich robe, but without any border of jewels, and 

.. W8.8 laid on a sheet of fine gold, and co\'er('d over with 

"another. The four shr.els of gold weighed forty pounds . 

.. The robes of bot~ looked fair and complete; but, upon 

.. touching, crumbled into dust. Many morc of the 

.. tUDluli were opeued. but this was the most remarkable . 

.. In the otben, a great variety of curious articles W8.8 
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.. found,-rings, amulets. idols, a copper tripod, figures 

.. of lions, leopards, .f<:., in silver; but in nonc was there 

.. any piece of coin whatever," <1"(". ~"C. 

Archa:olo4ia, Vnl.H. , p. ~'23 . 

A few columns of marble and some Corinthian {apitals 

lying on the ground in the :-.treets are all the remains of the 

ancient town of SeJy mbria·, where we feasted on excellent 

Scomhri, ~r mackerel, Just caught in the sp.u of Marmo'rd .. 

The scenery on the Europcall .side is taint', hrown, and 

ugly , but looking over the Propontis towards the opposite 

coast of A ... ia, the fillt": fi1l1gC of Mount Olympus iOrlncd a 

nohle objf'<:t. a'3 we rode for ~J~ bours o\'erthe wrky lOllll fry 

tuwards Buyuk-Chekmed.iie, which we clltered hy a long 

straggling brid ge. 

J'eh. 6. Mountin g H ~tecp hill Lhat overhangs the lOWIl 

where we slept, and having pa ~sed u Jeep raviuc, WI' pro

ceeded over a dtdl ~t()ny tract, wilh hCH"Hn(/ lliere.a few 

cypress or sycall10re trees, 1I1Itil, :.J ' length. we cle!>lTied the 

minaret'! of the mig hty Stamboul. We len the gate of 

Adrianople Oil our right, and rode tbrou,e..h an il1llll\'11SC 

burying-ground, till we reached the upper extremity of the 

Golden Horn, wbere we took boats, and landed al Pcra. 

A re!lklence of two months in Constantino pIc gavc us 

sufficient.opportunity to examine the curio!>itics of that city, 

• The c".ot near Selivrill (:Olllili' of t.e.t. of .anJolollc, d ay, aud grecnSIOfte , 
beyond, lo", .rd. the E'UI, the rock. Ire amygdaloid and lind . Ione. 
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described perhap'l more minutely and more frequently'than 

those of any other capital in Europe. 'The remains of 

antiquity are neither very numerous, nor of much interest, 

especially if compared with the monumenh to be seen in 

otber cities of Grcece and Asia Minor; hut the situation of 

tbe capital oftheOttoman Empire, when viewed. for instance, 

from the summit of the tower of Galata, is beyond all con

ceptibn superb. The city itseJt~ with the elegant mi,narets of 

its innumerable mosques, the t1ca of Marlllora, the lofty 

range of the chain of :Mount Olympn~. the callal of the 

BOSp~'OruS, and the populou~ Asiatic town of Scutari. 

combine to r~rm 11 pirture familiar to mafl.v from pano'dmic 

representation, but otherwise of such ~plendid magni6cence, 

as to baffle all powers of descriptio II. During our stay, we 

had almost daily occasions of witnessing considerable con

flagrations -, as well CiS most of the extraordinary sights that 

usually attract the attention of the Mranger ; amongst others 

the exposure of a dead body in the l>treets, naked and 

decapitated, with the he"cld· placed in the ignominious 

pos~lion that characterizes thc trunk of a rfr!Juh. It lay 

not very distant from our hotel, during three days, guarded 

• Two dR" tx.fore m) <kplrture thr }lah'ee of the S"eo,h.h mi .. I<)D,.. .. 

burnt to Ibe "" • .lUd : bot 11 wdl I.N: m'm~, "I con:; ralulltlnn 10 e~ery antiquarian 
tn lean. that the Hry utetlSLve .... bllld oj m~dal. beionglllg to;> the mlm~ter of 

that nation, .. well u hi. CUrloU' Et:Yl't1311 Int.qwtin. were sued; th.:.u"h the 
Nevel of l.:ounl P llin him...,1f ~ae not to., be n ptelled lithe lou of an innlulble 

IIIlnul<.ripl, relltlllg to Ih import of IlieroglyphLcl , Upoll ... hich be had been 
emplo)'ed the greatell VIl1. of hi. life. 
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by Some janissaries, who were appointc.d to keep the 

numerous ravenous dogs that prowl ahout from ticvouring 

the carcass. A thousand piastres, we were told , was the 

sum paid by the friends for permis~ioll to burJ the budy, 

otherwise it would have been thrown inlo the sea. As no 

audience was given to any E uropean minister durin g our 

stay, we were depri\'ed of the opportuni ty of being present 

at that ~eremonv, though we saw the still-m ore untIsual 

procession of a Persian amba~~ador, during whi ch an 

elephant W8'\ admitted into the inner court of thc seraglio, 

notwithstanding the superstitious fears of the Turk! with 

regard to these animals. 

The preceding autulllll \n! had heard at Vicnna most 

exaggerated ~i('counts of lht, devastation of the pln ~ue ill 

the city of Constantinople, occasioned chiefly b.v the 

extmordinary circumstance of a dcath from that cause ill a 

}'rank family. One 0:' the t:hi ldrcn of the Au.strian 

inlernuncio had caught, it wa~ ::.aid, the infcction from a 

Greek doctor, and the malady proved fam!' But du,;ng 

ollr residence, and even for several months prc·,.i'!lls, 

accidents from the plague were of vcry rare occurrence. 

As I have mentioned the subject of plagu£', though I was 

myself fortunate enough to be at Consta ntinople during a 

period of comparative health, and cOlisequentJy have little 

or no experience of the treatmeut or. that disease, ] cannot 

refrain from stating a few of the fac ts tha,t have comc under 
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my own observation, and which would seem to mill.tate 

against tbe doctrines contained in a recent work·, having 

for its object the abolition of the Jaws and reguJab.Obs of 

quarantine. It is not my intention, nor would thi~ be a 

proper opportunity, to entcr upon a minute inquiry into 

the nature and treatment of the plague, or to attempt to 

follow tbe author of the book alluded to, in the various 

reasdnings by which he endeavours to establish his 

hypothesis; but the novel~y of his opinions. tbe notice they 

have attracted, and the sanction they appear partially to 

have 'received, may perhaps excuse my incidentally men~ 

tioning a few, of the more obvious inference.'! suggested by 

a perusal of his publication. 

According to tbat author, the effect of quarantine is to 

increase mortality, because it obliges people to remain ex· 

posed to the influence of the pestiferous atmosphere, and 

because it restricts access to the "means of subsistence. as 

it is well known that sc&rcity is the most powerful auxiliary 

eRuse of plaguet. But in the next paragraph he userts, 

that it rarely happens that an affiuent native, at least among 

the Turkish population, and ,'ery rarely indeed that an 

Englisho~an, is affected with plague in the Levant. 

• Ruullll o! an in¥elli«alioo re_pecting Epidemic aDd Putilenti.l Dileue.; 
i.c1udinc R., __ chel ia the LenM c"nterUIII& the Plague. By Curte. 
Maclean, M. D . .!re. . 

t Suaeltionl for the Prnedtioa IIDd Mitigation or Epklernic and PHtill!lltial 
Di..teue., eGlbpre_d.ins *0 AbolmoD of QuarantiDe., Ir~. By Charlet 
Mad_. M. D., 4-e • .te. rUk Preface p. 4. 
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Tllere is no question that the lact is a~ it is here stnted, 

but what is its natural ex planation? the affluent native 

takes precaution, and the Engli~hmnn, together with all 

othcr Frallks, uni fo rmly shuts hillli'>clf up, Ub.,lulIling from 

all cunllllllllicatioll with the I'~t of the inhahilllu ts, Plague. 

according to thi~ Muthor, is prod uced by a deteriorated 

state of the atmosphere. uC'tinp: on bodies already weakened 

by scur~ity, Dut those who confine thcm~ch' ('i'> breathe the 

sa llie atmosphere wi th those who. go about; IIml tile latter 

lIIay e"en rC"!lonah!y he supposed to han: a more ready 

acre'!s to artides of lood, and (:onsequcntiy to be less 

ex posed to the debi litating effects of s('unty nonr!lIhment, 

than their more prudcnt ncighbtJurs who ha\'C mlulltarily 

('omig ned themseh'cs to temporary seclusion, The onl,v 

difference in thei r contl ition which call account for these 

different resull'! is, tlmt conta('t is ri ,!!id ly ,n'oirled in the 

one {'a.<;e, and free inter,·ourse permitted in the other: 

Hut Dr. Maclean goes 011 10 ~ay, thai 110 disea~es, 

except small-pox and mClIsJos, perhaps, arc propagated by 

contagion; that typhus. for instance. is as incav.:.hl~ of 

propagating itself as gout or dropsy. and .. that epidemic 

.. diseases never depend on contagion· ." 

" Nlif will it filii to be regardl.'<f," he observe!>, " :~ a 

.. singular pbenomenon, that the Turkish go\'ernnient 

.. alone, placed in the very focu, of pestilence, should 

• SrlggutionJ, &;,., p. 'i'i. 

, 
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.. hare had tbe wisdom and forbearance, as 1 shall ihew 

" it to be, to reject those fatal institlltioIlB, even when tbe)' 

" were strongly urged to adopt them by n neighbouring 

•• power. By some pc~OUb. ,\ ho ha\'c considered tht' 

" subject superficially. the frequent recun't'llce of plague 

•• in Turkey h,,~ been most absurdly imputed to the want 

.. of the.e eSlublishments j since it wiH be found, that 

.. wherever they have been adopted, instead of pn:;venting • 

.. they have but increa,sed, mortality, and aggravated 

.. dIsease. The establishments, to which I here more 

" par.cularly allude, are qnarantines and lazarettos·." 

Such are tile assertions of Dr. Maclean: But what is the 

real state of the case; in the Levant, and in the countries 

on the coast of Atrica, where either no precautions are 

takell, or, 8! ill some parts of 'furkcy, are but vely 

imperfectly attempted, the plague cOllstantly exists; whereas 

in places whereo lazarettos are established, the di&ease 

eitber never shews itself, or may be traced to an infringe~ 

ment of the Jaws of quarantine. 

In proof of the efficacy of these regulations, J was 

informed, during my residence in the lazaretto at J\forseille!l, 

that &.iDee tbe great plague which afflicted that city in 1720, 

tbt;. disease had tWice raged among the persons performing 

quarantine, without . peDetrating into the town, separated 

only by aome high wall& from the seat of pestilence . 

• .... iOfa, 4(., p. iO. 
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But the aS5ertion so confidently made ahovc, that, in 

the Levant, there is no attempt made at r!ltorcing the 

restrictions of quarantine, is 1I0t quite correct, as tho 

following facts will ~ufiicielltly demonstrate. On Illy 

retUTH from Constantinople, 0 11 board a merchantman 

bound to Marseilles, we were driven by 5tresS of wcather 

into the port of 8yra, opposite the classical island of Delos ; 

and whep we attempted to go on shore, tht: Greek, who had 

assumed the title of English vice:conslIl, with several of the 

inhabitants. eame down to the water'" edge, and, on hearing 

whence we came, pollitively refused us permissicn to land. 

We were in want of bread and some other anicle~ of 

food, and tlw prospect of the small slim of money we 

might be induced to lay alit in that miserable and almost 

barren island, might be supposed to have llIld some 

weight with the natives, in inducing them to relax tbe 

severity of their law!'; but we were un'nble to persuade 

them, and sailed from the port two days after, without 

hal·jng had the least commtlllication. 

In the year IB12, I was prevented also from landillg in 

the ililand of Hydra, in the Archipelago; because the ~·essel 

in which I sailed had touched at 8cio, and been off the 

Coatt of Troy, in the vicinity of Smyrna, where the 

plague existed. 

Mr. Legh allO asserts·, that Oft his return clown th(' • Jo_, ill Efypt, $.;(. 

" 2 
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NilI', in the year 1813, the }Ja .. hll of Cairo. where ' the 

plasue was raging with grclit ,- jolenct', had shut himself 

up in f1 fortrC!:l~ opposite l~o\l[ac . and would ,uffer no 

boab to sail Oil the w('~ tcrn side of the riVCI', ncar his 

residence. Tile ~amc tmvclJcr inlorms me a lso, that, 

while he and his palty were shut up at Rosetta, a 

<Iuardotillc had been cstablillhed at Alexandria, by the 

order' of the Pasha of Cairo, and Albanian. soldiers 

appointed to see the regulations enforced. At the 

beginning of thill experimeot, the Albanians executed 

their duty in II. very negligent ,Lod insufficient manner, 

visiting aod l> ulnking with the mcrchllnts and passcngers 

confined in the lazaretto, until the deaths of several of 

those who had caught the plague. rendered them more 

cautious . 
. My friend, :Mr. Dodwell, who travelled in Greece in 1805, 

has related to me an attempt at tilt! establishment of a qua

rantine on the-part of the Turks, which is, perhaps, still more 

striking. In the spring of t"e year abon: mentioned, he 

ani"ed at Livadia in Breotia, where it was reported that 

some accidents from the plague had taken place, which, 

however, proved, upon inquiry. not to he the {'sse. On'his 

quitting that town for Thebes, he was furnished with a 

biJI of health. not . written in very choice Italian, but 

·which is a document-of some curiosity, and he Ims 

obligingly pennitted me to copy it:-
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" -In auscnza del ll ouiJt~ ~ig', Gior,Hii .':>taillu Logoteti 

" mio princil'alc, liu.:<:iu Icdc giu rala, dlc in Ij UCl-Itu l'uese 

.. di Li\'adia, si godr, grazic a. D io Silt. ottima C )ll'rlctta 

" slJ.lute, e per dover purtirc III podlL IILOlUculi 1' 1111110, 

.. Sig<. Dodwcll , viaggiatorc lngle!.e vcr ' ,\tcne, <lvclldo 

" seco }'inuano della sublime P orta OUolllllnll, rillasCIfJ 

" al med- la prcseute in o lla r della n :rlhl, e mi sotto. 

" scrivo -Livadia, ~ .Marzo, 1805, 

.. Per Gio' Logot,,:t i.(Jcrasi mo Millollu COil 

" lIIio giurillllcnto," 

From Thebes, where he staid a fcw tl lI)'S , he continued 

his route to Athens, ilnd a rri\'cd' a t tlit· term inat ion of 

the E leusin ian plain, at the 1II.Y ~ tJ(' ga p, through which 

passed the sac rcd road tlmt led 1'1'0111 the ci t,v of Cec rops 

to the temple of Ceres. 

lIere he was stoppt·d by II ,l!:uanl of a ,Ioy-c ll J\lb~lIii\lls , 

whu were smoking ami listlessly rcdinillg on· thc g round, 

amongst the ruins of the tom pIe of Venu s, (A~~~ ~~), 

lUld inlormed, wi,en hc had made known tlui.t hc ca lllc from 

Thebes, that he IIIU::.t return; for it was unilcl'lItooo that 

the plague raged in thal t'ity, and the Waivodc of Athens 

bad, in consequence, given order::., that no traveller should 

be permitted t(l pass the defile occupied by the soldie rs. 

Mr, DodweU being conscious Ibut he had taken every 

precaution to avoid infection during his residcnce at 
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The~. ,..bere, as it appeared aR.t:rward", no plague 

did actuall,. exist. desired his guides, with the baggage, 

to wind slowly round a projectiug rock, that hid them 

from the view of the Albanians, under the pretext of 

watering their ·horscs at a stream, which was in the 

neighbourhood. He himeelf entered into a parley with 

the soldien, and, wlitChing an opportunity when their 

attention was engaged in some other manner, put spurs 

to his horse and gallopped off. FOllUnatcly he escaped 

pursuit from the unexpected rapidity of his flight, and 

O\'ertcok his guides as they reached the gate of Atheno. 

A new difficulty arose, for guards were placed here also 

to prevent h'is entrallc~. and the traveller was told he 

must take up his abode in a cave near the Poys:; where, 

after a quarantine of ten days, should his party appear 

to be healthy, he wou1d be permitted to come into the 

city. As this was the second \isit of Mr. Dodwdl to 

Athens, he sent for his former acquaintance, II Sigr

Logotbeti, who acted at Engli.h Vice-COD.ul; and, on 

his .arrival, they eagerly embraced. 

This baaly el:prcssion of friendsbip on the pert of the 

Vi06-COD.ui had compromiaed hiw, and rendered biOI 

aJto I.iai»e to the purification of a quarantine; to avoid 

wbi.cb, he strongly.u.isted on the groundless report of 

the existence of the plague at Thebes, and ultimately lac. 
ceeded jn negotiating with the Waivode, add obtainiog 
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perruission for the "hole pari)' to enter tile (, ity. It will 

be readily granted that the regulations above IlIcutioncci 

are imperfectly ob~("n'cd, nnd inadcquatc to eusurt: the 

heulth Dnd security of the native~; Imt ~til1 their (!xistcllce 

proves, thltt the Turk! tbcuueln's admit the propriety of 

the principle of non-coRlmunicution. 

If it be asked, why these measurell of precaution, 

observed. in other parts of the OUoman em pire, arc not 

udopted in the capitnl itself, it. lIlay 11(> Hli swerell, that 

the immense population ot" the cit)' of Constantinople. 

together with its fechle a nti inefiicient administration of 

police, would render the attempt almost impracticable. 

These consitlcrations li re, perha ps. the most ohvious: 

but Dr. Maelean furnish(·s us with another argument sti ll 

more satisfactory. 

jj TIlt' Turkish govel"llment," says he, .. has cogent 

.. reasons for withholdin.e: their lIupport' from IlldaSUrel 

.. ha\'ing for their ohject to diminish thc dC\'3station of 

.. the plague." U The Suita!\, it i ~ notor.iolt)!, inheri ts 1\ 

OJ large proportion of the propC'rt)' of every man that dies : 

U when aU the members of a family a re carried off b.y 

"the plague, he inherits the whole r)f their property." 

.. The plag ue, of J81 .9, is said to have filled the public 

OJ treasury to snch tl degree, thut it still co~tinues rich. 

"The immediate advantage which tile Sultan 1hus deriVeR 

.. from the deaths of his subjects, as their heir, appears 
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.. completely to absorb all considerations of the more 

" remote interest which be possesses in their Jives, as n 

.. monarch· ," 

It would be difficult to imagine a statement, the truth of 

which is probably in a great measure und eniable, that 

more clearly ciemonstratcli the humanity, wisdom, and 

enlightened views, which have suggested and enfoN'c 

the adoption of the quarantine Jaws of civilized, Europe. 

contrasted as they arc, .in this imt.'lncc, with the sordid 

and misguided measures of Turkish policy. 

Another of the chief arguments, f!mploycd by Dr. 

Maclean agnlnst the establishment of quarantine laws in 

this country, is, that they are injurious to commerce; that 

the ships employed in the Lemnt trade are compelled to 

Jose one-third of thei]· time, without an object, at Stangatc 

Crt."ek; and, he much fears. that, in the event of the 

continuance of }1eace between I·"ranee and England, thc 

commerce of the former country will so greatly increase, 

as almost to effect thc entire anhihilation of that of the latter. 

~This fatal consequcn<:e, indeed. he presumes, would 

have taken place long ago, had it not been for the circum

Stnhce8 of the late war. that crippled so much the trade 

of France. What is to be the immediate cause of this 

dangerous ~valship. docs not sufficiently appear; for surely 

it. cannot be o('.ca,iotlt~l by the comparative lenity of 

• Rardh of ",.. IlIIC!Uligll lilm, .!rr. , pp. 77, 78, 79, vol. ii. 
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tile "quarantine laws in Fraflce; sin(,e, at Marseilles, the 

only port. I believe, into which "esseis frolll the Levunt 

are admitted, these regulations arc enforced with 11 degree 

of rigour, that certainly equals, if it doc!' not exceed, 

that of any other pluce ill the world. As a proof of it, 

I may sUIte, that some months ago, in consequt'nct> of 

an infringement of the laws of quarantine at Malta, all 

\'cssels ~ollling frolll that island with clean bills of ltealth, 

to the port of Marseilles, WCf(~ subjcct tl) a quarant4pc 

of fiftcelJ days. The sume, or still greater severity, \/3:1 

practised in Italy, wherc GellOll and Leghom were ~he 

only ports open to shIps frolll the Levant. Ju Sicily thert" 

was no port allotted to them, nor any ill Spain, but 

vessels arriving at Tarragona, for instance, ladcn with corn, 

were not allowed to anchor in the barbour, but peremptorily 

ordered to proceed to Port Mahon: ii"om whence, having 

performed their quarantine, they were permitted to returll 

and discharge their carg~s. 

Dr. Maclean has not, JlOwever, confined himself to 

opiniolls of a purely spcculativt: nature, having rcso~v{)d, 

while in the Levant, with a zeal truly laudable, to put them 

to the test of experience. On his arrival at Constalltinople 

he determined to devote himself to the Cllrc of the sick. who 

were sent to the pest hospital, belon~illg to the Greeks, 

situated near the Seven Towers. Tllis establishment stand" 

as he states, near a moras!!, over which the nortb.-easl 

2 • 
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wintl, which frequently prevaill in the HutUlllllllJ. or pesti~ 

IClitial season, (,harged with the naxian, exhalations. by 

which it is loaded in its passap:e, blows directly·. In 

addition to this unhealthy !>ituation of the hospital, he 

be,l(tlll hi.., experiments untler nnfavoumhlc auspices. The 

Rei.; Ellt>nd., it is true, extolled his JlUllHlnity 1" ; ancl one 

of the gon-rflOI'S, or directors, of the Greek ho~piful. whert 

he took up bi!> abode, was O\'erfiowing with professions, 

all~ promised him every a,ccollllllodation he could desire t; 
yet.. as every individual, or family. tbat might be preserved 

in ~onie(luen('c of his disco\'cries, would opemtc a deduction 

of!lo much from the mual r('\'cnuc of the Sultan, ihs interests 

would be directly injured by the s ucce~s of hisendeu\'oun.§. 

The Porte, however, had good reasoll to calc'ulate 011 the 

fuilure of hiS attempt; as, up to that time, no individulll, with 

the exception of Dr, Valli, who had volunteered his 

IJervice~ in the pel'lt ho~pitalt" had sun'j\'cd the cxperiment. 

Notwithstanding thes(' disheartening circumstances. Dr, 

Macleau entered the hO&Jlital Qn the 15th of August, 1815. 

and exerted hinlself with most exemplary zeal iu the 

treaimellt of the sick who were ItCnt thither. He had to 

contend, in this arduous undertaking, with ditiicultie8 of 

no ordinary mltgllitude; for, besides the mwignaut nature of 

the disease. " the pal?" and gmmmatike," (Greeks employed 

• Rault, oftl1l InrutigallQII, !o r., p. Ge. 
t lWd., p. :;'~. :t Ibirl. , p. 70. , Ibid., p.81. 
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III tile huspital), weT<' sur'peeled hy him of hastening rl le 

death of some of his patients, who were doing: well, with the 

design of proving that the plague WHOS not to he cIIfed •. 

The.v wished abo to di~crcdit his practice, b." sCll{lin~ the 

wnrst cases into the hospital they coultl procun', But until 

the ~Oth of AUgll~t, 11\'1:: days after his arrival in the hospItal, 

his aUculiollft ~cre unrcmittillg. when t,e was himself sciv.ed 

with the, symptoms of the plague. In marking this·event 

in 'Il.~ dill!')" the form ill whid,l Dr, Maclean kept his 

observations. he !teems to hHliC forguUt'n entirely the 

opinions c»prcsst'o hy him on Huotht:r OCC<l8;011. __ " The 

.. plagU(,," says h::-, " IS cnpablc. by a mode of treatmen' 

t< which J shall indicate. of being cured in the proportioll 

" of, ot least, foul' (',(lSt~S out fI.'- five, of those presented all 

" or before the third Jay of the disease, in a pestilence of 

.. ordinary severity t." But whell he, himself, falls a 

victim, the confident ~peculaliom of the phy!tician, . in the 

enjoyment of health, yidd imlUediatd), to the.gloomy fore

bn<1ings of the patient, and h~ regi~ters the dliY of attack in 

these words: 

.. SUlidoy. August 20. {was now in a situation sufficiently 

.. embarrauing; sei;:ed with a maiady, in "jlle ca~s Ollt 

.. f.!! ten fa/oJ:' &c. &c.::: 

.. Rault, "!! an InwstWllricm, 4e., p. 10'. 
T S"ggutiom, 40:., p. IU. 
t &",Ih rif a,.. ]Rl'fdigah01l, 4e., p. llil. 

2 A 2 
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Dr. Maclean had entered the hospital with .. a sufficient 

.. reliance .upon his experience of the cure of 3Cute diseases, 

" not to uUow his mind to be disturbed by considerations 

.. which might otherwise have unfavourably affected it· ;" 

and yet, on the second day after the attack, he intima.t~ to 

M. Pisani, his eager dctiire to escape from the hospital; 

and is naturally enough rather angry with the chief drago

mao urthe English emhassy, that he does not put off an 

eXl.'nrsioll of pleasure to . his country.scat. at Buyukdc~. 

for the more urgent busine~s of procuring him immediate 

accommodation in some house in Peru, where he might 

perform his quarantine. 

The symptoms, with which Dr. Maclean was affectccl, 

appear to have been very mild; the first acceu of fc\-cr 

was announced hy a momentary YOllliting, whi('h never 

recurred, and shortly afterwards th::! usus I glandular 

Iwelli':lgs were perceived; but the derungement of his health 

was, upon the whole, so slight, as only to interrupt, for 

one entire day, his benevolent exertions in favour of his 

fell?w~sufferen in the hospital. It is not possible, therefore, 

to conceive a case mOT'C favourable for the exercise of his 

proJe.sional skill, than dlat which presented itself in his 

own person; it W88 one of" very ordinary severity," and the 

Physician must hav~ been aware of its immediate approach. 

The personll in the hOfipital were not made acquainted wi.th 

• Rtltl/tt of GIl /N1"ltigtJIiOll, .!Ie., p. 89. 
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the nature of his complaint for several days; but, at length, 

Dr. Maclean resolved to communicate it to the Greek, who 

had been nominated to attend him as au intnpreter. Tlli., 

man appears to have been a troub!c!oollle fellow, "ery 

unfit for such un office, and to have pos&es~ed no uthel' 

recommendatioll for that dangerous appointment, in the 

estimation of his employer. excellt that" he was a daily 

" and a, standing proof of the non-conta gious lIatU4'e of 

" the di1:lcase·." Yet, such \\l~S hi~ pCTI'CriSclJt>s5, tlmt 

notwithstanding this eO\'iable inllllunily, ht: received thc 

intelligence of the malady of hi,> superior" with a ludierou'> 

" Jlli~ture of IlOrtar and exultation ;" " lltld it hall the 

.. desired effect;' adds Dr. Madean, who wa'S weary of his 

impertinent intrnsion, .. of muking him keep ut a greater 

.. distance." Why thi~ precaution 'Should be stated to 

hllve been adopted by Olle who i~, at the sam£' tim£', 

represented to have boen unsusceptiblc. of cf)Jlta~i()n , it 

would Ilot be very easy to detcrrn;JI('. 

On the 31st of August Dr. Ma.c1ean quitttd the hospital, 

nnd took lip the quarters pro\lided for him ill Pera. . 

Such is a gener'al outline of tile opinions detailed at 

leng~h in the voluminolls work, cntitled, R,uults of all 

lnotst;gtllifJff, &c. &c.; and though the Public may. perhaps, 

he!fitRte in admitting tbe force of sOI~le of the <lrguments 

contained in tha.t treatise, no one ca\1 refuse his approbation 
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of the patriotism of the author, who was induced to make 

known the imperfect statements of his theory ill the 

pamphlet, that was the precursor of his great work, at a 

period when he conceived .• the times were portentous, 

" discontent and scarcity to he abroad, Rod famine. with 

.. its usual concomitallt, pestilence, likely to follow·." 

The observations of Dr. Maclean bimselt~ produced with 

the view of establishing the truth of his own novel doctrine, 

that pl<lguc is not contagious, appear to me tA.) warnlllt 

the \'cry opposite conclusion; and if any additiollal 

argument be rct\\Iircd to decide the question against him, 

it may ) be found in his assertion, so confidently made. 

that typhus ~c\'er. also, is incapable of propagating itself 

by contagion: an as!lcrtion, which is directly at variance 

with the evidence afforded by the great increase of 

mortality that Jlas recently occurred in the metropolis, 

arising, unquestionably, from the-highly contagious nature 

of that di8ea~c. 

But to return from this digression to the subject of the 

local scenery of ConlStantinople and it'! neighbourhood, I 

have only to add, that we made the usual excurtlions, to 

SClitari, to see tbe howling dervishes j and to .Belgrade, 

Buyukdere, and the entrance into the Black Sea. On one 

occuion we went to the Ilttter pltlces in a caique. up the 

canal of the Boephor;us, to have a fuB view of the pic-

• SuggClfifRIf, p. 7. 
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turesque t>eauties of tbis cdeoratt'o strait; its wiNlings, ami 

IJUlI\crous bltYs, the ca~tles erected on the opposite 

European and A~iatic "hores, !:Ino tIll' (,olllltks~ l-iosks, 

l'll l' ilions, or eountrY-SI..'llt~, of the Turk .. , l;rCl'ks, and 

Armenians, Lui" close to the walcr'~ t'(ige. 101'111. ;jlto~e(llt'r, 

a delightful picture; hut the hilly cOast Oil each sidl ' is 

rather of a tallie, arid, and Ilninteresl ill.!.\" character. Its IUllHt', 

perhaps, ~nd ancient reputation, contribute not:t liuk, to 

inercasc the imprt'ssioll made on .the miuJ ot" lhe lttrllllgN 

all he sails up the 'I'hmcian Bo~phorus, The (\;IIlC<l1l 

Rocks, opposite the point ('al1t~d }'anaraki, arc ll( thl' 

Ilaturc usu ally called I'oieanic. cOll"islillg of round, (JJ' 

angular, pieces of ba'!:llt, {'lJ)bi'd{kd in IIIl argillacl'Olls 

sort of matrix, We hUltlcd upon them, and ascended 

to the top tu inspl'ct Ihc marhlc mOllunlcnt, ('al/ell, "y 
!Some, an a lrn.r of A polio; by others, l'ol)sidt'r('{1 lo 1)(' lIlt' 

ha!Oe of a column CI"Cctelr to POlllpey. TIlt· npposih'.I'flilst 

of Asia is also volcanic, and d('~("J"d)(d ~('nl' r:.ll.y ill 'h(:~c 

terllls in the 1II0st rt'C(,ll t work flU the SUbjl·tt.:- -

" Tontes Ie!' TOc-hes duJ'cs, Un!' Sl'Ull' (''\Cf'pll'e (Ia eaku.ire 

.. saccarolue, pres III petite gro lte de Kahakos) e:ulluinl'C!' 

" au OIic-wscope, prl'scntcn t les caraetc-r('s le~ pl us proIlOIl{"CS 

o. des matiert:s volc8niques illconu:~tabl(' s," 4·{·. · 
011 allother day we ro(le to Buyukdep.\ OI'C I" the stony 

• VO,l}l1g(" r I:;",bo"dwrt Ik fo !t1u-Noirt, l'~r M. fr ("omit AndrtoaJ

P.N, l8L II. 
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barren tract to the nortb-east of Constantinople, and !law 

various sections of the transition rock. lIpon whidl the 

city itself is built, and which extends also to the coast of 

the Black Sea·. 
My own observa.tions tenninate here. Obliged to return 

to England, I embarked on board a merchantman bound 

to Marseilles, where, on my arrival, J performed a tediolls 

quarnntine of thirty days; but my companion, :r.~r. Lcgh. 

pursued bis route into Syria; and it is from the remarks 

he made on that journey, that I have been permitted 

to compose the narrative contained in the following 

Chapter . 

• h il of tortUOUI strata of grey Wicke, COlItaining thick beds ur blue 
1I'II.ilion blPeilone. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'flJE Greek ,'csse!, on board of which I had engaged my 

passage .. says 1I.'fr. Legh, had be<'n detained for more' th~n 

a fortllight, in the ('anal of the. Rosphorus, hy {'ontrary 

winds; wben the weather, af length, becoming more 

favour.tble, 1 sailed from Constantinople all the ]~th of 

March. 

I was providt'd with a (erman from the })ort{' , and accom

panied by a Janissary. Mustufa, lJclonging to the ]~nglish 

cmbassy, and a GrC('k servant, Nicolo. a native of the island 

ofCotfou, wholll I bad hired at St. Petersburg. The Hydriole 

calltain, to whom tile' vc~~cI belonged; was bound to 

Tarsus. for corn; but. in cOllsideratlOn of a certain sum of 

money. he engaged to lamr me at Jaffa: After!\ tcm

pe'SlUOUS voyage of ~evcntcen days, during which. we 

touched at the i!>iand of Hhodes, and at th(' port of 

Lamka, in Cyprus, where, at the earnest request of a 

Greek priest, who came to pay me a ris!t, fill)' pilgrims 

bound to Jerusalem, were taken on . board, we reached 

Jaffa on the 2d of April. On my ~aJlding 1 assumed the 

Turkish dress, which 1 had purchast:d at Constantinople: 

2"2 
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and, after a stay of two days, took the road to Jerusalem, 

,lismnt about fourt(.'C1l hours. Tllc first night 1 slept !l.t the 

convent of Ruma, and, on the t(~lIowing day, entered 

Jerusalem. On Illy reaching the ('onvellt of Terra Santa, 

where I was to take up Ill)' lodgings, I had the pleasure of 

fimiillg MI'. llaukcs; allll, ill a tew days, our party wao; 

incl'C<'ls('d b,v the arrival of the Booble. Captain lrhy 

and Captain Mangles, both of the Royal Navy, who had 

heen absent for a short time to visit Bethlehem. These 

three tPavellers had just returned from an unsuccessful 

oHern(>t to penetrate by the north and eastern ('oast of the 

Dead Sea to, Wadi Moosa·, the supposed site of Petra. 

They hat! crossed the Jordan, nod entered inlo a 

negotiation with the powerful trim- of the Bencsakart Arabs, 

who, for a reward of fifteen hundred piastres, had engaged 

to conduct them to Wadi Moosa; but, on the receipt of 

the mpney, were found unable to' pcdorm their promise, 

and the travel len, alier suffering grc.I:It pri\,<ttions from the 

want of tood, effected a most masterly retreat from Salt, 

esc~ped the te;lt\l of their treacherous guides, re-crossed 

the Jordan, and returned to Jerusalem. Though their first 

attempt had failed, they were not to be disheartened 

by this disappointment; and having proposed to myself 

to join their party on a second endeavour, J eagerly 

embraced all oiler tllOlt promised so much interesting 

discovery • 
• The Valley <If Mosel. t &lilt or. tree. 
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1\Ir. Bankcs hat! long Illcdirute<] tlii ~ journey, and 1m 

idea llIay be forllled of the almost insurmountable djfij

cu lties that secmed to prevent il~ aceoll1ph~hlllellt, from 

the CIIUlllcmtiull of the objeetwns that \1 crt' started al 

COIl!.tantlllopll", wben he appli{!d lor a lerman, iii wludl 

tlicl>e di~tant place. \Iere to be 1Il~('rtcd. Karr(lc alHI 

'V1I{li 1\1001>.1 \~cr(' !>mo not to be ill the dOllllllJOU S oftlu:: 

Grand Seigniol'; ami when thl' point wa!o ~tl'ollg l)' Itrged 

by thc hhti~h MlIlistcr, 1\1r. Bankc~ .... al> Icft'rred hy the 

Porte to the Pa .. ha of j)ullla~Lu~, and by hi m to tht' 

MO~)~IIIIlIl, or Governor, of Jcru~al('nl. Thl' latter dt;"ireJ 

him to apply to Ahou-Nabout*, thc (io\'crnor of ,"dfa, ;)f 

whom the Hedoul ... ·U Arab .. , Oil tl,c e(l~tcrn ~Hle of the 

Dcad Sea, wcre !>ald to be in great fea r, 1Il> hI' ha .. , in ~UIllC 

mCUl>u re, the command of thc annual provl~ionl> of corn, 

whil'h they dm"" h"om Egypt. But the Uovernor of Jaffa, 

to \1 hOIll we aU I}()I~ had, re('OIl\"~(" dec1inc~1 intcrferlllg III 

the hmHle~s, as he ("ould not he anl>wemblc lo\"' our 

safet)"; we were thm left ell~lI"cI"~ 111 Ollr 0" 11 I'C~Olllel'~. 

'Ve remaincd at Jcru",alcllI about iI IIHOlilh, lI~ill!!: all 

our endeavouf1:, to discover til{' IIICilll" of prose(·utllJ~ (1111 

journey, and to persuade the MO()~llhm to faCilitate 0111 

views, as tar as lay in his PO\\('T; aud frotH hUll we 

outained, at last, a pronll~e. that lit' would IVritc to tIlt' 

Sheikh of Hehron, and send abo fbI' the StwiJ..h o j' 

• 11u~, fath,) ()f lh .. SI)(~ 
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KalTac. \Ve staid at Jerusa1em in the t:xpecl~ltioll of 

the performance of these promises, and employed OUT 

time in examining the curiosities of the cily anti tll'igh-· 

hourhood. During this period of delay, Lord and l,j,!,dy 

Belmore, and Captain Corry. arrived; and it is not a little 

singular, that accident should have brought togt·thcr so 

many English travellers, all of whom had beell in Nuhia, 

und. c\'cry one, except myself, as far as the second 

cata ract . 

Lord Belmorc alld lJ'is party, consisting of more than 

twen,t.v persons, had crossed the desert from Cairo to 

Jaffa; an cnterpri!le. wllich. cOllside~jng the number of 

females and-children in the caravan. wall one of no ordinary 

difficulty. We might esteem ourselves lucky in being 

at Jerusalem during wter, and in having an oppOrllluity of 

witnet'5ing the ridiculous farce of the sacred fire, and the 

other superstitiuus ceremonies of the Iwly week, of which 

Maundrell has 'given so faithful ~nd lively a description-. 

We also accompanied the pilgrilll!\ to the Jordan; they 

amounted to .about six thousand, and went under the 

protection of the Moosillim, with a strong escort of 

Albanians, Dalbis t. and the motley troops of the Arab 

chief. Abou_Gosha:::, who receives the gophar. or tribute, 

• Vide. A JfJtImty /1'0/11 Akppo tu Jm<lflkm, p. 93. 
t TurkUh canlry, cbielly Datin·. of Uitkhea, Hlmlh, I.IId HoJIUI, MId dil. 

,.i,bed froan Spah;., by .. ring a Ion of i>~r_ cap uulead of I tutb.o. 
~ TIle blber of the Vl nlge. 
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pttid . by ~hc Christians on their wa.v from Jatta to 

Jerusalem. The group of pilgrims, consisted of Russians, 

Servians, Bulgarians, GrP-eks, Armenians, Georgians, Cir. 

ca8!lians, and Christians, from A~ia Minor, and the norti1crn 

parts of Syria: men, women, and children, 011 foot, horses, 

camel", mules, and asSf'..!J; thc green llanner of Mahollll't 

wavNJ at the head of the pro{'c!>sion. The first evening 

we encamped near the village that occupies the sitlla,tion 

of nntienf J ericho, forming one of tilt' lIIost cxtmord i.,ar.v 

sights 1 h:ul (;\'er witnC~st'd; ill' the centre of thl' ('amp 

was pitcheo the tent (If the MoosillilH, hut the greater, part 

of the Ililgrims passed the night on the t'artll, in ttl!' opcn 

air. singing. ann performing other c~cr('ises of devotion. 

At two o'clock after midnight the drum of tIl(' Dalhis 

announced tht' hour of departure, and we continued our 

march, hy torch·1igbl, towards the Jordan, which w(' 

reached at sunrist:. 

The banks of the fiver are so beSf't by tamarisks, wmow.~, 

oleanders, and other shrub~, that the sat retl stream is 

not visible. except on the 'nearest appro:wh. Milking 

their way through the thick bushes, men, womcn, allil 

children. plunged into the water with thc grcatest cagerness 

and show of religiou8 fervour. Many or' the pilgrims 

jumped in with their clothes on, and others had thcir 

garment! handed to them, which, being 'dipped and wrung 

out, were carefully folded up. to be prCllcr\'cd as holy 



19l1 ('ONT1NUATrON Of' TilE 

reliques. Most of our party swam across the rapid s,tream 

of the Jordan, which is here not lIIur;h wider than the 

Thames, a little below Oxford, and, from the opposite bank 

hud a full view of this singular spcctade. The watcr was 

of a wh~te muddy colour, and had a hrackish taste. 

On our return to the western side of the river, we left the 

pilgrim8; and thinking this a good opportunity (notwith

standing the arl\'icc of the Mooijillim to the contrary). went 

hy the ruined convent of St. Jobn, along the plairi incrusted 

with salt, a distance of auout six miles, to the north-wct;tern 

side of the Dead Sea. Our Arab guide!; had endeavoured 

to alarm us as to the consequences of bathing in these 

pestiferous waters; but we made the experiment, lind found 

that, though two of our party were una hie to swim, they 

were buo)·ed lip in a most extraordinary manner. The 

sensation perceived immediately upon dipIJing was. that 

we had lost o~r sight; and a~)' purt of the body thut 

happened to be excoriated. smarted excessively. The 

tast.e of the. water was bitter, and intolerably saline, 

From this el>periment some of us suffered a good deal of 

inconvenience. an oily incrustation being left upon the 

body, which no attempt at washing could remove 

for some time; and several of the party continued to lose 

portions of skin for many succeeding day!!-, Upon 

• Ac~'Ordinr 10 an analY'b of tbe water or the Dead Su, made with tho 
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the shore of the Deal) Sea, we fom;,1 mall)' pipecs of 

hitumen, and ill the water saw s{~\"('ral slIlall shell_fish, 

not unlikc pcriwinkk~. 'I'hi' Ino\lntnins Oil cach side of 

the northern extremity arr cxecctlingl)" bi~h, rislug: abrurtly 

from the margin of the water, :\lId cxklldill~ towan!:. thc 

south, as far as t.he c .\'(' C:1n r('ach. 011 \)111· return \0 

the cump of the pilgrims, till." pro("es~ion was beginnin~ to 

move; they haltcd <It the distance of tll"O hOlm, .frolll 

.Iermall"·u, hut we entered tllf' city that night. 

Tilt: !->(.'hc lIIc of our jOlll"llC)" to l'ctra nOli" ~I\·(·opicd all 

our thoughts, and we waited il1ll'atil!l1lly for the pl'~fOrlll-

11])('C of the pro]l1i s('~ of lhe gCl\'crnor of .I1'HI!->alclll . a:HI 

the arri\·al of thc Sheikh from Kanae: hut ".(' SOOI1 hegun 

to discover lIlat thc ktter til I khrol\ had III'wr he('n 

dcspatdlt~d, and that the M ()o~iIIiln Ilad no serious intentions 

of g ivi llg us the least assistallce. It" llll' t':>.pcditioll W;l~ 

111 0.1 oCTl1 l'ul""8 e~aCln.,.. loy Ur. )I"r ... ·! , (I'e C"' "1e"t~ "r oUe Joul"h ,:d s,,,ill' 

of the »'ater ... ere [OUIU! 10 be M. ("n ....... :-

Murial ,,[ lime 

)f"rml "f maSIl~> ia 

M uriat of .UdK 

Sulphal of lime 

, .. " ... 
:l,!,),21) 

HI,uMi 
10,.1(;0 

0,(1':' 4 

tit I p..cific grnily ;1 1,'1.1 1, and if the ""In Lt: 0111) d,·, ;c~~lcd ;,t 11'1' lem_ 
~eralureor I!IO", they will amount lu 41 II<" ,·0 ·111. of lil" ,oaler, but il .!:dueta 
W a ,,"air "f pericct drJQ~n, Ihr;T ,uigbl i. u"",tuur\h or Iho' fiui,\, 

Vide Phi/QlupflU:all',.,w>{lcliUlI> rOT the 1'~ar 11:107. 

2 (; 
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to be undertaken, we were to depend upon ourselves for 

its performance. We accordingly bought horses. lind 

equipped ourselves and our attendant:. in the most ordinarJ 

dress of Bcdoucens, conliisting of a !>hirt of cotton, over 

which we had a coarse thicK frock of the same material, 

an abba, or cloak of woollen 8tUtl~ with broad browu anti 

white stripes; the covering for the head WM a square 

handkerchiel; with alternate red, green, and yellow stripes, 

folded up ill a triangular fo rm , (iastcilcd to the crown of 

the head by a wONted rope,) with two of its corners 

depeQdiug from the ears, wh ile the other bung down the 

neck. OUf costume wa!> completed by a pair of roo 

bUOb, the most expensive article of our dress, which cost 

thirtccn piastres, and by II belt, or ginllc, in which we 

carried our pistol s. The party con!:oistcd of Captain!! Irby 

and Mangles, and th('ir servant, Ibrahim, a Chri!>tian 

Arab, n native Qf'l'iberias ; Mr. Hanke!>, with his domestic, 

the re~egado Hadgi Mahomf't, n 50ldit'r belonging to the 

1)a811a of Egypt, who was by birth an Italian, and acted 

as his dragolllull; and myself, with James Curtin my 

interpreter -, the Tartar Mustafa, who had come with 

me from Con~tantinople, and Gcorgiolio, an Armenian, 

who wa!! to \ake charge of my horses. The Greek 

• By birlb Mil I .. !hm~n . ,,""0 had beeR fur eight yur. in tbe Ier.ke of 

M . .Belzoni; bi- zeal, fidel~, .. nd kIoowled,e of the AllIbic Imsua",. were or 
dIe g'''at",t lI,e to me. 
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8eTnlnt, Nicolo, was sent with all our baggage a011 

valuables, to await ollr retllrn at Acrc. 'Vc carried our 

money. cOll sistiJJg of the smallest Turkish I-!:old ('oin. Cit lied 

,'Ubt't'.f. each eqnal to two piastres alld thirt.\" paras, rather 

less than two shillings, ('0I1('caJcd in Jcath('TIl he llto aho.l1 

our waists. 

We rcspectivdy assumed the j\rab appellations 01 

Abdallal~. Hassan, Ballecl, to which the title cl Beg- was 

usually addtxl. aud Osman. which was the 11 ~l.1nc I han 

adopted . 

'Ve mounted nur horSt·s. and, two hours beli:".rc ,({usk, 

Oil the 6th of Ma)" rotlc out r,f the gate of Bethlehem. 

under the guitlunce of a single Arah, to wholl1 Mr. Rankes 

had fllnnerly shewn great killdllt"~s . in being the means of 

procuring the libcmtioll of his SOil from prison. We took 

the road to Haleel-rodulIan, or IIchl"on, famous as till'" 

hurial-plnt~c of Ahrahan •• t.ut! lolept the frrst night ill the 

convent at Bethlehcm. 

May 7. At an early Iiour i,,n till" Illorning wc took Icave 

of our hosts, the priests; and, passillg tiy 1he pool~ (,f 

Solomon, asccnJed the Frank i\tmmtaio, a high eOlli('al 

hill. reported to have been ddclIded for fort)' years, at"trr 

the expulsion 'If the crusaders from the rest of the iJoly 

Land. From its summit it is easy . to cawh diHcrent 

glimpses of the Dead Sea, and a ..... r,ltc pOiOl was indicated 

.. Th~ prine,·. 

'2 {" ~ 
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to liS as the situation of Karmc, 011 its ('astern side. From 

tbe mountain of the }'ranks 'o;c visitccl the Lahyrinth, con

sisting of natural grattos, on olle side of a deep and gloomy 

ravine. The ruins of Tekoa, wilkh we next rcachetl, 

preselltiug only tile foundations of SOftlC ('onsidcmiJlc 

huildings, ~talld on a slight eminence, from which the Dead 

St'iI is lll~o to he seen. The country hence to Hebron l ~ 

rllOft! cu lti vated, and of a more inviting aspect, .than the 

ricinit), of Jerusalem; ,and the sides of the hill!! are 

partially covered with the prickly oak, arhutus, and fir-trees. 

Continuing our route, we rode by s('verai call1ps of Fdlalt.~. 

or cultivatillq: Arabs, who treated us wi,h civil ity. offering 

ll~ /dJbill, or sOllr milk, and inviting us to stop the night in 

th('ir knts; hut we mO\'cd on, and pa!lSIll ,!!; Hn ATah 

village, cnkrt'd Hebron at d\l~k, The Sheikh reccived us 

kiudly, and llilolted us a ~Illall room, attached to the 

<'111m;, alit! whr.n \H; sta ted to -him the object of our 

jOllrllt",Y, seemed to make no ob,icctioll to our proceeding 

10 Wadi Mo,;sa, 

~lu!/ 8. The next morning wc walkcd about the town, 

appartl~t\y popu\nm, but of no very grc<l t dimcnsiolls, and 

survcJt'd. li 'olll the ollbidc, the 1l10~quc which is built over 

the sepukhrc of Ahrahalll; an edifice of such sanC'tity. 

that, ~\' el1 in our 'present correct costUlll~ of Arabs, we 

dared not attempt to c\1ter it, 

The anticnt amI lower part of the mosque is formed of 
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I~nonuous t>tones, some that appeari'd to bc ahout twellt)" ~ 

six fCet in lcngth; and, frOIH the gencral aspc("t of the 

hllilding, r{'sembling ncitllcr Cr('cian, Homan, nor carly 

Christian architceturt" it ",cPl11cd to me In 1)1" pO!;~ihly 

of J('wish otigin. ' I 'boll.~h wc WNI' not allllwnl III ('Illcr 

the sacred pl"ccill("ts of the 1110~ qll(" fladgi Maholllet, the 

:Itlcmlunt of l\1r. Bflilkes, a 1111 1l11' Tartar, wcrc ad

miued; ami reported, that tllcy had ",( ',' 11 i ll tht' i Uk!"io!" 

four or fin'" tOIIII"" cOI'crcd \\jlll red \'e1 I"t't, ' I'll(' SC}lllklln: 

of ,.\bmhalll 11'11 .', more rl('ltl.I' dt'I 'OI'Ii!CU tlJaIi <.iny of tire 

others . At thc IlltHllh or a well, sunk in !hl' intl'rior of 

the buildin,g, ~tood a (kl'vj,h, who, for a slight graillil'ati'lll, 

wrote down the lIal11l':. of the dcvotcc~ who ("on~lIh.l.'d him, 

and then droppcli the paper, cardlilly watching it... IIIUIlIwr 

of descent : if it fi. ~ll pl'qlcndicularly, withoutall ,v \illmlioll, 

the omen was good: otiwrwi!>c it 1l("okcllI'd jll. 'flit' tille 

fl f the /lame or Illy T~;r'ar II':IS of IIII' J .. ih'r compl(':\ioll, 

ami thc dic!.'t of tbi~ c\·il :W !.;ill) wa'i \ IsiIJIt' during 

thc rest of the jOIlTIlI'Y; for •• ll:tlur:tlly rallwf l> "oward, he 

ever ali.cr-Ian!!> Uctmyed ~igll '> or Ih(, 1I10~t ridil:uj. ; ~ I ~ 

terrol'. 

When we visited the Sheikh, aud repeHted Ollf I'('qucst, 

he desired u.>to wait; !>uy illg, tllal a caravan wa:.c~"cctcd 

from Wadi Moosa, and that we bhould a('('ompauy it, 011 

its return. We now called upon tll~ Seratl; or .Jew banker, 

who was reported to have great iutluence With the Sheikh, 
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and endeavoured to win him over to our illterellts. -Mr. 

Bankes also presented a watch to the Sheikh, which, how_ 

c\'cr. he received reluctantly, and seemed, all the whole, 

di!tcontcnted and unwilling to assist us. We soon learned 

that the watch had been given by the Sheikh to the Jew, 

app:uciltly with 11 design of shewing that he did not think 

the present of !:iufficicnt value for hilllreif. 011 our again 

c.tlling all the Jew, we found the Sheikh ill close 

eonsultation with him; and we now offered the sum of three 

hundred and fifty piastres for guides to conduct us to Wadi 

Mansa.. the great object of our expedition. At first it witS 

hinted, that for that sum we should . be forwarded to 

Karrac : but ·on OUf persisting ill the substitutioll of Wadi 

Monsa for that place, it was tinally agreed that fOf four 

hundred piastres, which should be instantly paid into lhe 

hands of the Jew, our guides should be ready to auend liS 

early in the morning. 

The Jew afterward s shewed us tbe synagogue, and as the 

bargain sr.emoo perfectly arr<\ngcd we retired with satis

faction to our chan. Hut on the following day the business 

was 'as little advanced as ever; during the cour.'>e of the 

night the Sheikh had become alarmed at his owu detern.i~ 

nation, and t.:alled upon us at thc chfUl, accompanied by tlle 

elders of the town, and the guides, who had been !lelected 

lor the journey. In the presence ofthese people, the Sheikh 

slated who we were, whence we had come, and the place 
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to which w~ were desirous of proceedill g ; and then ottering 

the four hundred piastres to the guides, asked them if they 

were willing to undcrt}lke the "mlir j a .. , for hi ll part, he 

was quite unable to prollli~c us the least aid or protection. 

Thc Teply of the guides, Jlolwithst.aq,djll/.( the tcmptillg ulrer 

of the mOlley, was d\:cidcdly ill the llcgatil·e. On this, the 

Sheikh lUo~t honourably n:lurned the mOtlcy ,llllt! lhc prl'~ent 

of the w~ltch, d(~dining to bit\' (· any thin .~ Hlorc to do j'l} tilt" 

husillc~s . 

We ro~c. ;we! moulltillg our horse.~, illlllletliatdy IIUlU('U 

the town. U IIder the shade of ~OJ1le oli vt:-trccs: a t a 

short distallct~ frl~m Hebron, we hailed, anti ("ollslll\eti 

together what <:ourS(~ to adopt. The BedoueclI Arau, 

who bad uecompanied Mr. Bankes from .lerusalclll , and 

.mother whu had jainI'd us on our road to Hebron, u~ed 

C"f!ry argumcnt to induce Ul> to return ; ~ut , we decidcd 

to send a me"scngcr to thc Sheikh, Oill'l'i'tlg to adopt his 

proposal of going tirst to Kan .. t·, and l'equesting that lIe 

would furnish us with guidlits for that Jluq)4;lSC; but our 

offer met with a. dccidj ~d refusal. An :<\I'Hb hOI'N.',!llln 

now rude up to us, and being told of our dilemma, 

volunteered himself to be our conductor to Wadi Moosa ; 

we immediatdy embraced his offer, and, hal·jng- procccded 

about two miles, perceived two hOr!;C!llCn rilling in full 

speed af'tcr us, and shouting to U~. 10 stop. We halted 

in a corn-fidd, and sent the Arnaout uf Mr. Bankes to the 
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Sheikh, to hear the proposition which he now had to make. 

While waiting lOT the return of the m~$cngcr. we fell 

"sleep. and , on our awaking, found oursclvc .. entirely 

alone: the two Arabs who had hitherto attended it'S had 

availed lhemscln's of. this opportunity quietly to Illal..l~ 

tllLif ('Scupt'. and the horseman who had lately so courage· 

ousl), proposed to he our guide to Wadi !\loosa, had 

l,C] twlly withdrawn. 

Soon aftcr, 0\11' lllCSSCl)gcr rcttlmetl accompanied l1y R 

.J ew, the brother of the Sheikh, and two Arabs, will, a 
• 

letter Ilcldrcs~cd to Sheikh Yousfluf Am/..1Clic, the gO\"CfIlor 

of KUfrat'. R!HJ a demand of three Imndred I'ill!>tres, or 

two hundrt'd piastre~ and the wat(,h, for permission to pro

('ecd lllllher. We agIT'cd to pay ont' hunnred and fifly 

piastn' s, together with the watch , ancl gning the Jew two 

rubel.'S tor hi s ,,,Ilare in the negotiation , and olle (about 

two sllilling!» b1 the hrotiU'r of' the Sheikh, tbr which 

he appeared- very thankful, w(' mde oft· with our two 

guidt:!> tu the t{'l\t!> of tile Yellaheen Arabs, to which tribe 

they belonged . 

We proceeded ollwards in a south-casterly direction, 

ami watered our horses at a well !leur sOUle p.'llcheJol of 

standing barley. of whidl our Arabs cut a sufficient quantity 

for Ollr hon;es; a~d, filling one of their aUbm with it, 

"ointed out to U!>, in fhe di !> tance, tllC black spots on the 

dest:rt, the tents of their brethren, where we were to sleep. 
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It was dusk when we rcae-hed the {'amp, til£' watch dogs 

were on the out.<;idC', and the few tamels, shcep, Hnd goats, 

they posscss.cd, were already placed for sl.:(,lIril.v withill the 

interior l:ircuit (If the cncampment. '1'111:' 1l1ll11hcl' of I( 'nls 

was about thirty-five; the tribc 'iecml~d vl'ry poor, hilt 

thC'J receivcd us with hospilality, nnd killf'd n ~ht·t'p f<or 

our entcrtui11111cnt. The W01l1t'n, of whol11 Ihl' .\filh~ 

apP('(lrcd \ ery jealol1s, rCllIuincd ('ollc{'al('{1 durintr tIl(' 
• • 0 

whole time of our stay. hJ t11l:~, Sheikh's tl'lll, wllf'rp 11"~ 

slept, W{~ contracted, for the fir~t time, an 1lI11'ca!'ing 

source of tonnent, from the tribc~ of vermin \\ ith ~wbi('h 

thcse.people swar:ll: and \lever wercclltirl'ly.fi·cc (rum thi~ 

annoyance uuti] we had washed in the bath'! (If DbreYoar·, 

the lamou'S Pasha at Acre, 

Mtl.'1 10. When we arose on the following morning a 

negotiatioll was to he commellct'd with our host, an 

affair of no slOoll difficulty with a clltlnin,C: anrl prew 

vtll'icating Arah. After nlll( 11 llltel'ciJtioll, jl wa!- :-1!,{!,I'I:d 

tlmt we should pay scventy-fi.ve pj<l~tre s It) the Sh('ikh, ~\HtI 

ten to each of five guides who were 10 atk'ml U~ , 'In.ned 

with IIlU~kclS, to Kurrac. Though the tcrlll!'. of the ('Qntl'aet 

were recei\'cd by tile Arabs with apparcllt indilfcrcnc(', 

and C\'CII reluctance, flO sooner was the bargam cOlldudcd, 

than they all fought, throwing stoue!> at ('lH'll otiU-f, 

... Tile Bu(ch ~r, 

2n 
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dr.l.lving their swords. add contending who should be 

selected for the journey. 

We quitted the tents In the company of the Sheikh, 

and soon .were joined by our five guides, carrying their 

muskets. At a short di~tance. we t~ndeavoured to persuade 

the Arocl.bs to change their route, and lead us direell.y to 

Wadi Moo~a, offering them the considerable bribe of 

five ~lUlldced piul>trt!s; but this proposal they c('jected, 

saying, that not even five thousand piul>tccs should induCE' 

them to undertake !o.O perilou~ an expedition: that the 

Arabs.of that country were of a JIIost savage character, 

and occupied a mountainous (li!ltrict, ronccalill ,~ thCffi&elves 

in the clcfi.!o. of the rocks, and hurling down stones and 

other missiles. on any l>trangers who might venture to 

approach their strong holds. In an hour and a half we 

reached a tallk, where we watered OUI horses, whid} 

occupied us Ilearly half an hour, l!S w(~ possessed only one 

small skin. with which to draw the water. Now, our 

guides finding that we were 1'0 rich, from the imprudent 

offer we had made them of five hundred pIastres to take 

us to Wadi MlJo~a, Tt'50lutcly demanded the same !o.um, 

or they would not even conduct us to Karrac~. Thil 

• III. bill f~jl 10 .,1"'·lv," here, that Ihl. 'Us Ihe only allcmpl "'c ""n mel 
with >llIlong the .\r"o" to depart from the term, ohn agreement tncy h~d ollce 

'"ade ; for, though ngcr to ~upul "t" [he mo. t :ltl~allt.u8'~ou. rOlld'tIO'" ror 
thell.orl."" II,~~, 011 all other (Jcca.,,,,, . , bhc",'d Ihe moot hOl,oul1Ibl", iuc1ma_ 
t .. ", 10 adl" re 10 th'!If btlrg., ... 
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irnpo~itioll we as firmly re~jstcd. telling them they might 

return to tlleir calUp if thcy pl eased, but that "'c should 

cootinuc on our way, as we wen kilt,\\! the direction of the 

routc we had to follow. " 'f' mouutlXl our horsl'~, 3n(1 

ieal'lIlg thclll behind, pursued ollr jnurucy thmugh il wry 

mOlllltainous trad of dt:sert; the prospect wa<; a dremy 

OIlC, hut. imring got ~o lilr, wc werc determined, HI 1111 

hay.ards, to proceed. At till! cx pirutj,U\ of three homs 0 1',' 

of our guides madc his appearance hehind us, on tht' 

summit of a hill, wa~"ing hi" turhan, and I'ocifcwlinp; with 

all his might. Tholl?:h 1I0t a litdl: plca~l'd at this f;lrCUI1l

stance, we still aA~'ctl'd great inditkrcIICt', and, ~('l'm!llgIJ 

regartllt.·ss orilis shonb, r.onlillllcJ ~lowl.v tin our Wily. III 

a sllmt limc he calli" up, to,gethel" with two olher of tilt' 

Arabs, who overlook us hrcalhJc!'.s with ha stt'o and nOli" 

appeared willing to contin1le with thc~ Imrty . a~ if 1)0 tljllcr~ 

encc harl evcr taken place. 

TmvcllinJ.! onwards for about a league," Iht' cOlllltry 

assumed th(' IllClSt fantastic ~hapcs: eon:eal "hills of a 'I hit£' 

chalky appCarilllCt", who!IC S \llllll1it.~ II' t're l"m'Cfi.'ci with 

flinty suhstalH't:!<, seemed lo have hC(;1I proflllO·d hy Sfllllt 

powcrfill convulsion of nature, as if the howels of IIIf' 

earth had bee .. turned up amI exposed to view. "From 

these eminenc(.s we enjoy I'll Ont: of the mu!'.t cOllllnandillp; 

prospects of the Dead Sea, and ~f til(' gre'1l plaill ~hal 

extends from its southern extremity. 1'lw ~ight, though 

'1 n '2 
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cheerless, convinced us, at least, that the project of 

reaching the eastern side of the sea wa" not eotird y 

impracticable. Wc began to descend, leadiflg our hor!lC >I 

down a most difficult and dangerous path for two hours. 

till we reached a small pool of rain-wah-r, llot f.'\r fWIll whidl 

stood the rcmllim uf a ruined Arab fort, with loop-holes, 

1'00lJ1l1uIlding the pas.!>. Near the water a few trees were 

groWMlg, producing a fruit, called by the Arabs, the doom

apple; it is very diftcrcnt. frollJ the doom-palm of Egypt; 

the fruit is of the sixc of u small plulIJ, 9f a n·ddish yellow 

colour. and of a pleasant acid sweet taste, which we found 

very refreshing. About sUIl-set we reached thc plain, and 

procl-edillg southward about onc hour, entered a ravine, 

wherc we detennillcd to stop for th~ night, tbough much 

against the incliuation of our guides, who urged u .. to pass 

the "alley of the Dead Sea, and cross the river Nalwr-el

Hossan, or Ho;\IC BiH'r, where we should be in security; 

but tile darkness of the night, the fatigue of the duls 

journey, and 'the want of copfldcncc in our Arab con M 

tluclors, dctl!rniined us to adhere to our original reso· 

lution . 

We cndcanmred to make a fire with the wood. lying 

about, but owing to the great quantity of salt with which 

• n",;ng ou, uam;"atioo of th,· rout of lhe Dead Sel, we (o1lnd great 
'1"111\11,., I>f the tmnk. of the pflm_tn ••. 11t"'.1I up on the ,hora. and eeeminjtly 
J>"e"" ..... "l by ,heir pt'tfUI imp~alion .. ·jlh _ah. J ericho WI' formerly cele-
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it was impregnated, OUI' attempt wall unsuccessful, and 

we were ubliged to pas!' the nigh t, without even thc 

Im..ury of a cup of l"otii~ . Our only refrc~hJllcnt ('f)II~iMt'li 

of SOulC Hour mixed with the water II"C had urou!!:lll frO lll 

the pool in our goat-;,kius, aud Otlr repo~c wa~ dl~turl )('d 

by the dil,taut I,urking of dog~, whidL our guide ... told II' 

proceeded from a ~tation of BcdoLL\~eUS, who mig ht haw 

seen u;, from the t)ppO~Jle .... itle, aud w~rc proba bly watdLill.!-!. 

our movements. 

Mtly II. D<"/ore d~)'-light we lett' the fHV IIlC, aut! conliH .Lcd 

our routc along tlu.: loot of the hig h lUoLLll lalll_ndg.;, ~I h o~('" 

si des wefe SOl lletllJle~ fOfUll'J of Jlure rock-... alt, t"r. Ll-(mcnb 

of which had rolied dVII"u, or wcr<.· ~u hallgUig ill olh .. ·\" 

places a~ stalactitc~ from til<.' Ill'l"jlcL\dil:ulnr ~\'t"tL01\'" oj" lhe 

rock.... \y c now struc k across the ~a1\ ( I) plain, leal Hlg the 

more marshy country 10 the kft, alld reached a lract 

~rolVn 

and a 

Olel" with rced~, at.:aciu, t:Lmari.,k, II!I~ mtr~lard.lrct.:. . . 
gn.·at lil ri ely of other hh rub.." dml would ' lml'e 

afi(lrded thc most inlt're:o!in!J; ()h.ll·d~ of n;~l:ar("h to it 

hotani~ t. The lUorc open CO;II)tI"Y, llear tile )Mllks of the 

Hot;,e Un'cr, \Ias cultililted \\ith barley and \\ileat, lit.d 

the natives, of a wild 

dark bronze colour. 

and :oa\"agc appearaLicc, weI'" of a 

Though l:arly 

heal \ \ 'lIS intc li i e. and we a pproadwd 

in tlw moruiug, the 

tile "'\f;lb~, \1"0 were 

brafOO f.)I" if~ dal to, btU nnW thero "I', vrobaply, "ot m,,,r th~n a d'l,ZCfl 
ptdm • .g"",·mg ne.r th.\ .",,1, . .. ,j few,..." oL>..:r",L!.· It, the ll ~,!o;!tbollrhoud of 

tl." Onn S,'~. 
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employed in geUinl!; in their harve~t, (contrary to the advice 

of OUt guides, who represented them as being of a very 

\'icious character,) in the hopes of obtaining !lome prO\'i!<iolls, 

for ,rhicb our meagre fare orthe preceding night had lIIade 

us very keen. They conducted liS to .~ome rude wigwams, 

fanned of reeds, where we saw several of their tribe 

employed in heating out their corn; they bchul'cd to us 

with. great respect, as we had thought it prudent here to 

assume the character of soldil:rs, bcloll.!!ing to J\1ahomcd 

Aga, of Jaffa. sent by him, on some, bUl>inc!>s of his, to 

Karr'!-c. We were treated with the doom-apple, poulllied 

into a paste. and mi'\:cd up with hutter. which we found 

very palatable; hut we werc so torlilented hy fii($ , and our 

horses so bittcn by them, at;; to stream with blood, that 

wc were compelled soon to take our lcave, When we 

offcred them a remuneration lor lheir bospit.ality ill mone,v, 

they at first r~f!lscd it; but, at [ep g-th, when we told them 

that our m~:-.ter, "bou-Nahant, of JatJ'a, would be dis~ 

I)lcased wiln u,> for not rewarding their kiudness, they 

rdnclantly consented, 

'\'hc>IC .\rahs call them~eh'('s Goharnee!., 

Tile distan ce across the valley we Il:ul pa ~sed was 

computed to hc about fourteen miles ; and the rugged tract 

we clltere<J Ul)On at the foot of the mountains, 1(\ the east 

of the Dead Sea,' was strewed with large fragment!> of . . 
porphyry, granite, breccia , s l~ rpeliline, and ba!8It, fallen 
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down from the rocks tn the righ t. OUT route wac; E.N .E. 

for three hour.., and uncrll'ard!>, until ~ix o'dock in the 

evening, was north: whcll we halted on the hanks of a 

<;lUall and rapid ri"u!~l. flowing through a ffl\ inc, hl'liUlifull y 

wooded with oleanders, acacia, and a lew palm-tl'ces. 

Mail 12. At three o'clock we turned to thf' cast, alld 

began a steep ascent, through the gorge of th£' mOUtllllil1s, 

that bro~ght U!o, after three hours, II ithj n ,ip.hl of- the 

fortre!>!> of l\arrllc, 011 our W:ly I,hither we 1\I'a' hailed hJ 

some Arah~, who had secn 0111' lif(' dllrlBg Ih(' !light: alld, 

on their approach, we ('\.('hal1~('d till' l'cr'l procal l\'ll1 .,~nh "'lII 

salutation, " Peacc·ht· on you, on Jill! Iw pI'ac('* ," Th"il" 

intentions had, at fln.t, bc{'n hO~\II." hul ~"('il1g II (' "'ere 

well arm(>d, they allowcd \1\ to procl'('ll \\ !thuHt 'lI (,k~ I.ltioJ\: 

and, after passing n .. lream, tilal, n\iug at 111(' fi)nt of Ih(' 

mountain lIf Knrrac, tllrn~ a HJJII, and wale .. , !>OllW 

gardens. planted with o!.i\'CS, fi,l!~, ;llltl ICl'dla 1t ron,)' \If' 

desceudcd into thc deep ra\'ll, i; tlHlt "urrullud" .lhc pl 'l pcn

dicular rock of the f()rt]'c~~, The ao.;('t'nl " ,'% .. 0 ~t\'('P a .... 10 

oblige us to di!>mount, and II itl! mlll'h lilti !.!:u(' W~' 1"';lI'h('<I 

the western cntr.J.II('C, forlll('\1 by il long II indnlg pa",agc, 

apparently cut with great labour throu !!h til!' 1I.IIlll';11 

rock, At the other e"trcmity of tIll' CAcm alWll, ,1)1' rUIllS 

of extensive bwidings appearcd bdi)r(' u .... : Ull the ll,ft stood 
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the remains of a square edifice. which had, probabl)" been 

form~rly the ke<'p of the fortification, and on the right were 

dilapidated walls of another building of some magnitude. 

The whole seemed of Saraccnic architecture. 'fhe place had 

the air of i)a\'in,g 10rmerly been much more populou!!; but 

thl' houses of the present inhabilanl~ were IDcan. built of 

Ulud, flat-mofed. and vl'ry low. Some inf:!'t'lluity was, 

however, displuyt'd in the manner of supporting the roofs, . . 
effected h.~· two arrhcs of ,stOIlC, on which were placed reeds 

and sticks, <Ind m"er all a coatil1g of mu(i. The only mosque 

in Karmc was in ruim, and tiwrc were al ... u to be st."Cn the 

rt'mnin~ of a Greek church; in the eJ.:tcrior walls of the 

fOftifi{'ations\vere sc\'cf'dI Arahic inscriptions. Our guides 

took us to the house of the SI-lt'ikh, situated in the centre 

of the town; hut hI' W85 110t at hOllle. being absent at tile 
village of Khanl!cC'r, di"tant about three hours from Karrac, 

whith:r he had' gone to celebrate his nlorriag:e wilh a young 

bride. of the age of twelve. lint the son of the Sheikh, 

Ahdelk'Hler·, p.:avc U1> Ii frien,dly reecption, invited \18 into 

hi!'. hou1;{'. and hntucdiately presented us with cofi'ef'. Wht:1I 

he' had rf'Rd our letter fft)ll1 the Sheikh of Hcbron, and 

hf-CIl informed of the o~ject of our journey, he dClIpatched 

a messenger to the village, to IInnoun{'C ollr arrival to his 

father. the Sheikh YO\18Onf Amgelie.-We soon attracted the 

It Th., Sllv~ of POwer, 
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curiosity of the inhahitants, who came -ill crowds to see U!:I ; 

Ilnd among them was a (jret'k priest, who recollected 

Mr. Seety.p.n· and our lamented friend Sheikh Ibrahim. 

The imluiries of the Pflcst alkr the fate of the lutter excited 

feelings of regret in us all, ft)r we bad all kn/)wn him ill 

Egypt. The priest, in whose house be bad lodged when at 

Karrac. spoke of him in terllls of the ilight:!<.l (·otrlmenda.. 

liol); and it was, probably. bcCliU!:IC he supJ>o~ed W('. were 

coulltrymClJ of M, Burckhardt, that he offered U~ Ilis good 

offices with the g0,:crnor of the t~wn. Sheikh Yougonf did 

not return tile tollowing day, which we employed ,ill ex . 

ploring thc ruins of the town lind t:a~tle of Karrac, from 

whence the c ity ofJ erusalclll and tilt' ILluuntaili of the }'ran ks 

are clearly discernible across the Dead Sea ill a Ilurtll-westcrly 

direction, The population of Kanw.: I ~ half Christian and 

half Mahometao. who apl,carcd to h,·c till a very amicable 

footing, The women here were nol under tllt u~uaJ rcstnunt, 

but went with their faces UllcoI'crcJ, upon w!lieh were ge· 

Ilerally to be ~en dark bluis~, sputs, JlHHic, l l.!eli(!I'\', II ith. 

antimony; from one of their nostrilllo 11 rill!! wa~ rrc4uently 

sLlspended. The} wore robes of blue cottOll, alld a blaek 

silk veil dralHI across the point of the chin only, 'neir 

t'onversation with us was perfectly unembarrassed; and OIlC 

of them being ill, asked U~ tor IUcdicillC, the Oenefit.:ial effect 

• 'Ot~ 'lithor of A Briif AmuUl' 0/ t!t~. ('uwl/rlel IIlijoini"g ,~ ,1.4k. 
li'6rriu. 1M J~II, t",d Inr JJe,.d &a, publilhed in Lovdon, 1810. 

2 " 
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of which increased the gOOti opinion they bep:lln to entertain 

of us. The Shickh arrived on the iollowing day; during 

which we had been reg-died by his brother, who had invited 

us and sevcr.tl of hi!S fri(~llds to a feast, at which he treated 

us with a sheep. Our interview with Sheikh '!.'ousouf Wfts 

vcr,v (liflcrcnt, ami JUueh Inorc satisfactory, than any \\Ie 

Imd y('1 had ; he was a fine, venerable old man, with a white 

hear,,",. app<Irt'ntl.v about si).ty Jears of' agC', with mallllCf!I 

blunt and sincere. His !irst questioll was, Arc you ('orne 

to sec tbt.· {'OUlltfY of JOur lorefathers? ;And when we ex

pillill~d to hilil the nature of our journc.v, ali<I a~ked him 

to assist m., he replied instantly, that he.would cOllsent to 

at.'company liS to 'fadi l\loo~m 011 the payment of four 

hundred pia~trcs The bargHin was struck, and we left 

Kllrrac on th£' following IlJ0rning:, 17th ;\Iay, in company 

with the Sheikh, 

On ritling oui Df the tOWll, we pas!>cd some sepulchres ('ut 

in the IiI iug rot:k, and cuntinued our route in an I!astcrly 

direction m'ef a fine IIndlllatil~g ('oUlltry. covered with good 

p:lsturage, for two hours, when we reached the tents of his 

SOil' hllJael: for the tribe of which our Shickh was lit the 

bead, have thcir :lIagazilJc~ of (:oru lind places of retreat in 

the fortrcs~ of Karrac, but pa5~ the greatest part of' the 

year in the 0~)C1l and culti\'atcd country around, During 

this day's journey ",:e had heen joined by an Arab, who had . . . 
just returned from the Wahabees, by whom he had been 
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carried oli" at the time tiwy were in the nCl,!!hhourhood of 

Karrae. He had heen det<liued oy th(,111 for IllflX years, 

a part of which lillie he had spent at Dcr:IJch, tlll·lI· <:apltal, 

which he ~tated to be very ... trong; and loill ufotlml while- he 

was among thelll, they" ere go\,('rnetl b.v a female oj :.;rcal 

courage and enterprise. Every c\cll ing:. he said, the 

'raI1<lbcc~ ga~c thei r horses ('HInd!>· milk to drink, 10 render 

tht:tu ~Iroll g awl (·apable of hearing tiltiJ<lIc. . . 
hlllllCl, who appc<lrcrJ to b~ the tiu'ourilc SOl) of the old 

Sheikh Yousollj; had a fine iUlelligcnl counlell;luce, W.'S 

aoollt t\\·cn l).li)ur years of age, and gave Ll~ a I,'ordial 

wt;:\eomc. On entering hiS tent, he :iud cvery olle pTt'spnt 

rose to receive the Sheikh, undcr who~c prot('~·tioll we were 

travelling ; a rl''Ipcct the l\rahs alwap pa.\" to Iht' lr l·hicf, aud 

witic·h they usually ... hewc{1 to ou rs('l\('s. Wc all inlcrl'lmngt·d 

the ki~s of fricfl(hhip; a CPrCIWH1Y lholt cOIl ~i~t~ ill first 

tnuching the hands of each olhl'l", and Ih(lJ; ;lpplyitl 7 .\our 

OWIt hand t.o thc mouth and tOrchcad. On h{:lIlg" '>I'dl("d. a 

fire was made in onc corner of the tellt, of hu~h(".., or {·'1l1wb' 

dung. before which an old Arab placed hillfsdr ,UHf roasted 

some coffee in un iron ladlc, constantly "- lining it \\ i,'h a 

smqll rod of tbe same metal atl<whcd to the lad\(' by a chain. 

It was then pounded in a wooden fIIo rtar, mid atter\\";lrd~ 

boiled. 'fne oojji:e ,l{fe drdnk thc lirst ('up to prol"C that it 

was not poisonous, and the bcvcrw ~'as then di~tnbn.tcd 
among the guests. and to any casual visitors who might 

2 F. 2 
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happen to enter. " 'e were afterwarns served with duds 

and .. hey, to be drunk out of the hollow of our hands, for 

we saw no !lpoons, anti ollr suprer ('onsisted of an entire 

sheep cut in piece!! and hoi led in lrbbin., or sour milk. for 

the Bedoueemi nCl"cr hoil their meat in water, and seldom, 

if (,,'cr. eat bre/l(l with their fjesh. Their manner of eating, 

which we were ohli,ged to conform to, WIlS as follows :-The 

pieces of mutton were thrown into a large wooden ~wl, and 

tile filt oftllc taif being cut ill lumps, wa~ placed on the top. . . 
for this was reckoned the chief clclican. and wa~ bolted 

with the greatest avidity. A smaller howl ('.olltaining hot 

butter twas hrought in and pouTed over, the meat. ]t was 

necessary to 'he on tilt' alert, tor as lIlan~' as could get near 

were squatted round the mt's!!, anci c\'er)' hand was eagerly 

employcd ill snatching and tearing the pie(~cs of meat. 

Tho!!c who weTC not ahlc to approac 'h the howl, stood at the 

backs of the other mOTe fortun8h,\ gUt'sts, Hlld thankfully 

receivf'.d the 11I\1t~p:nawed bone!!, which they finally threw to 

the (I(J~ who formed the o\lter circle, The repa"t was 

concludefl h.~' a -eli"h of burgllJ, made of green wileat, peeled 

• " Tholl .hlt nol "' ~Ib~ a kid in hi. mQth~r·. r.,ilk ."._ F.u .... . d,all.uiii. v. I!). 

1'hi. w .. I .-u.lom probably p.arli..ed by "on'e neifl:hoouriuS ,,,, .. pie: or 
perha.,. thr prolnbltlOIl appbed only 10 the parti~ul .. milk opccili"d, tb l t or 
the mmhe. , 

t Their htlllt"< mltde from the milk of go.u, 0 •• heep, i, ehllmed by the 
,,"'GaleD, .. ho IlIlpend fro,,!' the apes of three uirkl pl.c~.J py .. midically, • Hin 
pMrtiy fil1r:d ... ith milk _od part" iDllatcd. 11,i. they DlOve rapKlly to and fro 
tilL the proce .. i. eompleted. 



and boiled in the same sour milk that ' had served for the

cooking of thf' mutton , h was eaten hy lJeing formed into 

balls by t ill', hand , and then, hy the hel p of tile thumb. 

dexterously thru!<t int.) the mOllth. The above llcsl:ription 

of an entertainment in the tent of a &douecn Arab, is nnt in 

the leKst exaggeratl"d ; anrlllpplies, pretty uniformly, to ever}' 

feast gi"f'n to liS during our residcnce muong!>t thl'st' people. 

In thl', \"i[,lIlIty ()f this camp were variou'§ ruined tmnlS, 

On thl' morning of the J81h, a~ ~ix o'dock , we ]cfi tIll' 

tents, taking a ~o.lI th-castcrly dm'("lion OI'c r :-.OIllC nrh 

country ahounding il\ corn and brood pa!>tump:c ~ and. 

passing II)' the tOTuh of the Sheikh Ahou-Talch, halted, at 

ten o'rlock, al the ('IlC1UII(lIl)l'lIt of Shcil..h 'Salim, lIIulcr 

~'hosc protl'c·tIOIl . our friend YOll!>ouf told m, II wa!> 

Absolutely OI'I ' ('s:-.,lr.\· 10 phlt"c ou~ck(,!t, Ix:lon:' we ('ould 

pro('C('d to WAdi 1\I001lll. The wallller ofellt('ring an Arab 

camp 18 thi ... :-.if the SJli{'kh happt'us ttl,l,1' ill I:Hll\pa lly 

with til{' stran,l1:ers, yOIl ntlt' dll'tctly through tilt,' ci rcle 

towards the h'llt (If the ('bid> hilt, if 1I0l, the ('U:.tOIll is, 

to limn in line lit -.ome di~lanc(' from tlte l'nCamplllcllt, 

Ilnd . on nl'llrer appro;J("h. suddenly to wheel rountl; <.it 

the hllrk of the other tentb, <.inti tilU !> reach from behind till' 

J"I'iidcnre of the chicf, A spear of bamboo, under the iron 

hl'Hd of whi("h usually hKngs a bunch of o~tr ich fl'utlicrs , is 

reared up against his teont, aud distil~ .C;llishes the abode oj~ the 

She-ikh, in front o f which, 'I t IL <;llIIl't dishtflcc, is piqueted 
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his mare. Our first reception from Sheikh Salim was 'v~ry 

hospitable, lind he gave U~ the common rcpBsl of a boiled 

sheep; but when we came to touch upon the su hject of our 

further expedition, ne df'Olanded the sum of two hundred 

and titty piastres lor hi. attendance 011 that occasion. Thi~ 

we oh~tinately refused, as we had been led to think thal 

fift.Y piastres would have been sufficient; and II e rode back 

from. Ius tents, as If Intending to give up the Jf)ur,nt!y alto

gether. rather than sUh";1it to such an illlJXlsition. Our 

conduct enragoo Sheikh Salim. who e.):~Jaimt·d. In a fury as 

we re,trcated from his camp, that he Wished "a rla~h of 

" Iightnmg would come and sweep us aJI from the lace of 

.. the earth ;'" lind he added. tbat if It had !lot been for his 

friend YOll!>ouf, he would have bad fil'c hundred piastreR, 

A tier a g()Oti deal of cli",Hlte, It was arranged that he shuuld 

rcceil'c one hundred and fifty pia,tre .. , Illr wlHcll 11(' agreed 

to ,!fun our pari},.; and we Icll hi!! camp, our route being due 

south. until we reachcd, lh the e,'cn1l1,g, the tents of somc 

Bcdoueen~ of hi!> tnbc, Our, fripud and protector, Sheikh 

\' ousou!", had here some difficulty ill satisfying the c uriosity 

of tht.: Arabs, who were all eager to know who Wf' werc, 

whither 11'(' W('(t' going, and v. hy we had comc into their 

country, He conciliated them by S<IYlIlg that we were 

EnJ(li"hmcu, and, though not '>tricuy l\Johammcdanll, yet we 

ha~ '1a.vcd Ant! from ~il1g burnt by the .French j and, to 

convince them of our COtl!>Cqllcncc, (h~played and read to 
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thf';1'1 Ollr dilf~rclll lrlllHlll,.. .. fIt:re." said he, .. is the 

•• ferman of A bOll Nllholll of .Ia ml: and her(' IS tllc ferma n 

'~ " of Solyman, Va shn of Acre; this i .. the fe rman of Sali , 
.. Pasha of DaIlJlIS('US; li nd this the fcrm3n of l\"lahmoud 

.. AIt, the Pasha of Cairo; and IJere," cried he, k issill~ that 

from Constantinoplc. and Ih~n respcc'tfully appl)' ing it tr

his forelJead, "is the fer man of til(' SUIt.Ul ; and thi s," 

pointing ,to Illy janissary, .. is the 'J'aru, r of the Sultan," .liut, 

notwithst.anding thct\c powerful rC~J)Jntncndatiolls, lh(') per_ 

sisted in thinking w~ had some sillister "i ews in our \'isit, U.at 

we wcre come to disro\'cr the wells of water, for the PllTJmst: 

of informing our 1\ ing of them, who would then au:.u: k :111(1 

conquer their country, Til t'S<, fl'an. YOlIsou(attc lUl'tl' d to 

dis~ipate, by tcll jn~ thCHI, that fr011l all hc hac! heard, our 

('ountry WilS one of the hest in th(' world , a lld that we werl' 

come only 10 st:e tlw old lJujJdiJlg,~, tu ",Iudl Hone )'i lllilar 

existed in England , lluriJlg 0111 ' stay ill" IlI i!> ("lUUP, wc 

observed IlUJO Y of the old women, and a ICII 01' the ) 'OIUlg . . 
onc.~ nlso. with their dlceks sl'ratched anli their faces , 
covered with hlood , lind were inIOflll('O- thRt they had 

mourned the day helorc lilT Ihe .1c:.,th of a female helong

ing to the famil), of tilt' Sh('il.h. 

May 19, This day we p:t~secl ~OlllC ruins, apparently 

RomaD. as we descended into the valley of fo;lhl Slff, which 

was cU\'cred with large JIIaS!iCs of yolcanic rocks; lind 

hHving mounted the opposit<. slope, ~\'e arrived at a caml; of 
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thirt.v-6ve tent". OJl' ~ uf UlJr parl.v lu~"c ha.l R(· ... irl,.ntaIlJ 

dropped a teie.st'ojw, which the Arab~ would not. at first, 

restore, without a large hril~. but ultimate!,)' gave it up. 

on recei\·ing a few piastres. Ncar thi:-. spot wc :-.aw a ruin 

of some irnportall("c, willi a few column!> standing, pro'-ably 

ROlllali ; and froul hence a whitt! streak in ttl(; distant 

desert was pointed out to us, as the Da,·ab-ci-IJIld~, or the 

rQ<td·to :\lecca, After seeing the ruins, we returned, imll 

slept that night in the ca.~lp. 

May 20. Our route to-day was d~c south til! twcJvt' 

o'clo(·,.. on~r a ("ountry cO\·cn,d partially with low hushes, 

when we rca(:hcd an cncampment of fift~'en tents in a small 

milc)", whe;c we dilled. The} I\erc of the tlibc or 

Hadgea. During our stay, a gTe'lt contilsion was occa

sioned in the call1p, hy an .. Iann of thievt:s who were 

stealmg their shcep, and the wOHien Itel lip a loud shout ; 

the men ran h'l.the top of the Illlb with Ihelr matchlocks 

Itlung O\l·r their Ithollldt!ri, and we also wellt with them 

to their asltl:-.[am:t'. but the m,:!raudt'rl> wcre gone. 

From this place we la\\· the fortress of Shuhac, and 

pH~S1Ub h.y two volca.nic ('raters 01.1 our left, and olle 

0/1 our righi, d»;cn·cd a Ruman rouJ formed or lanl, 

upon which lI"e continued for SOIlIC diMtal\(:e, when we 

lost sight of it, aud arrj\·cd at Sbubac at "il. o'clock in the 

~\·~nmg. 

We approached the tOWI1 on the nOfth-('.ast side hy a. 
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C'iteuitoue path, and entered or an Iron gate. 00 our 

a.~nding the hln towards the town, the natives IMd 

4hembled in front of the castle with their anns, takmg us 

for Bcdoueens: Lut when they saw we were accompanied 

by the Sheikhs Yousouf nnd Sal un, they conducted us to 

a chAn, brought com for our hones, Bod treated us 'VIth 

coRee, mutton, and same excellent figs, ptestrTed in sudl 

! mann~r as to retam theIr flavour and green colour, as 

If tilcy were freshly gathered.. Shubac is a very strong 

position, hut chicOy m rums, among which we observed 

the remain .. of a ch urch, probably of the architecJure of 

the t1me of the Crusades. The ravine that surrounds the 

town 18 about thl~ hundred feet deep, cultivated with 

gardens full of fi g-treC'\, and the calcareous rock is 

cxcavoted mto ,"cvf'ral sepulchres. Soon after our arrival, 

an alarm was .!Ipread hert' also, of thIeve! .who had carried 

off' the goab of the Mhabitants, but their pUI"!!,!it was 

fruitless . The Sheikh of Shuba(', Ebn-Ras.chid, wa~ nbt 

in the town, but encamped ",t some distance. 

May 21. At fOUT o'clof"k III the afternoon, 88, the 

Sheikh was Dot yet returned, we received an .. order to go 

to hilil' m liisteMa, but we deferred our departure till the 

follolfin, mOi1iil,. As we rode through the f"towd of, 

ioh!lbi .. ~ '~1Iid 'b1 tlIe Gov~M1or of the fo_ .. 
of Shubrlc, SiIIIyman, we overhea¢ them exclaim, 1'bat 

"wbl'ArMbi! 'In Jlii.oc- hour! we reaciled the cam:p of 
!IF 
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Mahomet Ebn.Rascilid, but he \Va!! nbi ttHlre'! we met, 

however. a mt"rchant, whom W(' had secn at Hebron, th~rt, 

who complained grievously of having been robbed hy h& 

people of :.om!" linen, which they would not return. 

On th{' 2Sd, Sheikh Mahomet Ebn-Raschid arrived, and 

with him also came the Sheikh Abou·Zeitun·, the Governor 

of Wadi l\l~sa. The latter proved afterwards our most 

formiduble enemy, and we were indebted to the .courage 

and un) idtlillg spirit of thr funner for the accomplishment 

of our journey, anti the sight of the .wonders of Petra. 

When v-e I't'lated to the two Sheikhs, who lind Ju~t entered 

the camp, our cagl'r dC5ire to be pennitted to proceed, 

Abou-Zeitun swort', .. hy the brure! of thp Prophet, and by 

" the Creator," that the Caff,'u, or mfideh, should not come 

into his country. 

But Ebn.Ra~<;hi(l, who beg-.m to sllt~W a great inclination 

to obli~e us, from the moment he knew that we had a 

ferman from t~e Pa~ha of Egypt (by whom he had been 

much employed. in carrying wood from Cairo to Suez, for 

the p'urpose of building boats), appeared fimlly resolved to 

further out plan. Now,there arose a great dispute between 

the two Sheikhs, in tile tent, which assumed a serious 3SpeCt; 

.the Sheikh of Wadj Moosa, at length, l!Jtarting up, vowed 

that if ""e !hollid dar;e to pass throl1gh his Jands, we should 

• The Fatber of tbt Oii-.trtt. 
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be\hot like 10 mOlny dog~. OUf frie lld Mahomet moua~ • 

• ~d desired us to follow his example, which when he taW 

we had done, be grasped his spear and fiercely exclaimed, 

" I ha\'e set th~11l on their horses, Id me see who dare stop 

"Ebn.Raschid." We roue along a valley, the people of 

Wadi Moosa, with their Sheikh at their bead, continuing 

on the high ground to the left, in a paraUei directioL:. 

watchiug our movements. In half an hour we halt(:tl at a 

spring. and were joined by. about twenty horsemen, 
provided with lances, and thirty men 011 1~)Ot with lIlalch. 

loek guns, and a few double-mou nted dromedarie~ whose 

ridt:rs were well armed. On the urril"ul of this reinforce

ment, the chief, Ebll-Raschul, took ,Ill oath in the presence 

of his Arabs, swea ring, " by the hunour of thcir women, 

" and by the uCdrd of the Prophet, that wc," pOlllting to our 

party, .. should drink of the wau.r" of Wa~i Moosa, and go 

.. wherever we pleased· ill thl'lr accursed LOt1utry;" The 

Sheikhs, Yousouf and 8a11l1l, had rema ineu. behllld; {lllr 

good old friend, the formet, thinklll g that we ~'ere doomed to 

destruction by our own rashne~~, as he had cmployed ~"cry 

argument, in vain, to mduee liS to dCloi.,t from the under. 

IJLking. But both parties were equally pledged not to 

retreat, and notliing could e).cced the obstHlatc reloolution, 

of our proteCtor, the . Shejkh :Bbn-Ra}jchid, which hitherto 

had been exerted in our behalf WI the most disiuterlSted 

manner, u he had as yet neithe:" received nor been promised 

Sil F 2 



.... y remuneration. Hadllg quilted the ~< &- IiIost 

~t view opencd upon liS; the rugged peak" of 
M __ HoI' wa!) seen toWCflllg Olcr the dark mountains -th 

our Tight; to the lcn, and before us, was a boundless 

expanse of dC<;erl: 011 thc !)Ioping Sides of the lull!> dose to 

us, were gro\1 mg man)' carob trees, iD II bollo" of the trunk 

of onc of which "'·c fonnd lOme good /Inter; lOon 1.Iftcrwards 

IIC arril'cd at lilt' tcnt<; of E~Nl, amounting ~o al.xml 

sc\·enty. pitched in three d,istinct circles. 

As the tenls of an Arab encampaaent.are always of tile 

~8me constructlOll, a gcncl".ll description nitty ... erve for tbem 

all. They an:; madc by the \I'omen, of -gOlll<.' batir, mixei 
with that of the ('limel or ('oanoe w<X)I, and are URAlIJ 
twenty-file feet ' long and about fourteen feet wide. ,000 

half of cach tent 1'4 alloHed to the womC"n, where all cooking 

takes place, and. the other half is C)('cuplecl by the males. 

a s('reel} scparailltg the females frol\l view. In the division 

appropriated to tI.e men dmmg the day, the kids and lambs 

are driven fo; !)helter during, tbe cold nightll of' severe 

wcal~er. The h~lght of the tent 18, In the centre, about !lix 

feet, ~IOpltlg gnduaUy to the .... des, winch arf' stretched out 

by curdl. The middle IS supported by three poles, attached 

to the ground hy ropes, madc also of guabl' h~lr j tbe 

tents ace pitched ill,all instant, lind with so little regard to 

conv~mencc of iQ{'al situation, that Jarge stones lying in the 

way are frequently euclO.ed w~thHl them. The ,idea of tbe 
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tents are ~ed to the upper part' b.r wooden S~wen, 

and can be taken off or put on at pic:l'lure according to 

the state of the weather. The furnitllfC of the<;c dweUing& 

consists of differenl m~ed wooden howls of the rudest work

manship, the common halld-llull of the La~t, two or t11ree 

kettles of ('opper. or iron, a few goat-iokJlls to hold IllIn. or 

wuter, (;Ilshions aDd carpet!! made by the women of coar~ 

matcnal,s, but otherwise not inelegant. 111 the tcnt, the cillef 

seat j~ generally indicated by the, ~addle of a dromeuury. 011 

""hidl the Sheikh 1eclioes. At SUlH.Ct, the flod . ., of .,lIt" I' 

and goats are driven into the illtcnor t.:lrdc of tilt' e~lcllmp

meDC, and arC' stdioned near the trnh of I!leir re:.pt'ctivc 

owners, the kuj., :!"d lalllb~ bem;; fastened by 11 ropc', 

pegged do\\ n, with nOObC" to prev('nt tbclll from ~ueklllg 

their dams. La~ll,\' , the {'amd~ ('Iller maJestl('all)" and the 

old one!O of their ol\n accord ktKcI down do-.c to the tCllt!> 

of their masters. In t!\C mOrtLing, the She-L.ll!lcl!> ,lire the 

first to be Hulked, atfordlllg a bcvera~e \\ ludt I" t11l1tu:'dlUldy 

drunk; they arc then dn\'cli out 10 feed upon tile more 

scanty a.nd distant herbage: afteT\\urds, the sheep and goats 

being milked, nrc turned out to grazc near the camp; and 

liberty is now given to the .)oung olles to play ahout 1Il the 

immediate vicinity. 

'Sext morning we observed thut Ol.r camp was sttuated 

near the edge of a high and prcc"Ilitous chff, from wluch 

the tents of some Arabs were \lsible in the ltollow. and at 
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ita foot, a Imall village, where we were ~ dWiug 

our Ita,. bere. to water our horses. In front of WI lfall seea 

GebeJ·-Nebe-Haroun (Mount Hor), under which the bJack 

aod frovroing cliffs of Petra, assumed the most faot.Qtic 

shapes; in them we were able, by the help of a glaM, to 

distinguish several ruins, amongst. others· what 811peared 

to be an amphitheatre, aod inaum,e.ra.ble excavated tombl 

or temples. 

From this eminence, qcbe1~Tour~ Of Mouut Smai, was 

also pointed out to us in tbe fa.rtbett liorizon, havlOg the 

appea~l1ce of Ii slIIall cOllieal hill, and reported to be at the 

distance ofth~e days' Journey. Tbe DI~arcst extremi.tyof 

the Bed Sea was saId to be only at ~he distance of 8M 

day Rod a half. 

These \'arious o~Jeets. of such uncommon interest, excited 

our eager wisJI t.o proceed, and we awaited Impatiently the 

return 9fthe mesgengcr who had J>e\:!n despatched by Ebn

Rasclnd carly in the morning, to learn if the people of 

Abou-Zf'itun were encamped .at Wadi Moosa. At hrelve 

o'do.ck the spy camc back, and reported that our enemy 

had posted his men to guard the stream on both sides of 

the valley. in such a manller that he would not allow the 

shepherds of our Sheikh to water their flocks. We DOW 

sent a messenger tel Abou·Zcltun, with a propop.] th&t jf 

• 'The MOOatUi of the Propbet Avon. 
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they would alto.... us to pass, wc would not touch thf!1T 

.... ater; but he TE'turned for answer, that we should neither 

pass through their lands nor drink oftbeir water-. 

This message enraged still more our Sheikh, who, when 

we had advanced, in the morning, two miles further. lo 

a point from whence we aaw the "ilIage of Wadi Moosa. 

and tllf' tenh of our enemies above it, again sent to Abou

Zeitlin, to demand if he would not obey the ordcrs Of the 

Sultan, and of the l'aahns, and ,particularly of Mahmoud 

Ali, the Pasha of Oairo, At th(' samc time, he despatched 

also a messenger to his own tents ill the rcar, and· to the 

fortress of ShuhaC', with Ull order to bring up four hundred 

men, and a reqlJe~t, that our friends, thc Shiekhs Yousouf 

and Salim, would accompany them. At one o'clock the 

• The maonul and cUllonu of the 1I~11~!'~ of lhe<e CQuntnn r!'malft 

ullchanged Ill1et' Ihe dJ) 1 of thc ,pusag..- of the duldrcl\~f hrael from E gypl 

mlO til .. L.nd of Prom!!ll'; And II 18 from lhe SIHk'lIg ~l'llle." a,,,!' pecuhar 

("ICity of "'prellionl whll'h con.t.udy oel'''' In tl,e """k! of Ihl' 0;.1 
Tett..llleftl, Ih." e'~n wUbOul Il<lvert,uf IQ the r"chug. of 0.1""01100 jn11' ,.ed by 

the laere<:! ,othorlly of Ibe Scriplll.es, Ihe n,ble II, !>e}ond .11 COmp3fl10n, tbe 

-.0.1 inlt'reluu, 'nd the mOlt murul'tlvc gUide Ihlt c.n he COll, "lted II,. the 
gaveller ... the ,Eut. 

We ""etf! now iu the Iud of Edom, I" II,e I.mg of ""hich country Moteo 

... 1 ~"' from KlIdOb. 
t1 "Let u. pal"" _iii he, .. I P"J' thee, !hrou,h thy COU"II)' ; we win uot 

.. ,.... aN'," the liel.dl, 01' through the "'Re) anb, 1It'11!>l'r ",n we drmk of the 

.. watrer of the weill; we will r by the kin," hl,h~w.y ; we w,llnnl tum 10 

.. _ ~ IIOf to u.,e kft, lIGtii we have ,.'1Uted Itoy border~." 

It • ~ £doul llid unto bi-., Thou "'"It lIQl p.n by me, 11'11 I CotDe out 

':! ~ .,.ith the Iword."-NUMbtn, iOlh Cbap~r. 
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th~nder aod lightning, came on, and we we;e completely 

d~enched in our tents. My interpreter was now sent with 

the present of a blunderbuss to Ebn-Raschid, saying, that as 

it scemed impossible to execute our project without the loss 

of blood, a r.ircumstance that would probably be fatal to ~n 
our party, we requested that he would consent to conduct us 

back. The spirited Sheikh, however, declined the present 

till be ~ad performed his promise, lind vowed " bf God 

" and the Prophet, that we shou~d not return before we had 

" seen the haSIW, pr treasury of the temple of Pharaoh, in 

" Wadi Moosa." Thus matters remained that nig~t. 

On the following morning, 26th, our affairs wore a better 

a peet: three peop}e from Haman, a town o~ the Darab-el

HIl~g· ill the desert, arrived at our tents, for the purpose of 

inspecting our fermans, and they were satisfied that they 

were genuine. Abou-Zeitun, having heard of this, consented 

to allow us to pass to Wadi Moosa, tbougit not to ?rink of 

water i and, in token of peace, he and. all attendants 

were seen advancing towalds our camp \,Iith a piece of 

white cotton attached to a spear. Shiekh 'Yousouf, finding 

now ~ there was no immediate danger of bloodshed, 

became "IfJf1 el9quent in our behalf, saying, that the sale 

~ of our jou~.f was to visit the tomb of Aaron; aDd 
q ed by the ba, if we were Mahometaos, , 

.... idled, "The, we Epglish, and did tbe-t not 

• The rOllll of pilpim. to Meeca. 

~G 
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.. drive the French from Acre. and out of Egypt ?" and 

again had recourse to the ostentatious display of our 

fennans, a ceremony so often repeated. that it was with 

difficulty we presened the necesaary gravity ~n the occasion. 

At:compftnied by Ebn.Rascbid and about twenty hOTae. 

men. we descended into a vatle.v. and mme to the stream 

that had been the subject of so much contention, above 

which"'8tood the mud village of Wadi Moosn. 'fb~ nativea 

appeared to have evaeua~ the village. and were seen on a 

height in lents, observing the movements ,of our party. The 

at.re'dm pf water was dear and rapid, but after a abort couree 

disappeare{! u.oder tIle accumulated fragments of rock that 

had been detached for ages from the surt:nunding precipices. 

Our conductor. Ebn.Raschid. with an air of triumph, 

insisted on our watering our horTteS at the rivulet; and 

while we halted for that purpose, we examined a sepulchre 

eIcava~ed in the' pock to the right of the road. It WM .f. 

considerable dimensions: at the entrance of the opeo..coun 

that led to the'inner chamber ".ere represented. two alllmall, . , 
1?se~bliDg lions or spbio1l.CI, but mucb dUfigured, of colonal 

si,.e. In the sidel of the interior apartment were cut deep 

niches. A. this wal the fint object of CUriosity UJat pre. 
tented jeeel£, we l>egao to lIleasure Itl djmeDliooa; but OW' 

guidee grew impatiel!t. aad said, that if "e ~ to .. 
10 8fCurate in our IIl11'q of all the eJ.ttaordiMlty plabea 
we abOuld tee, w. Mould QCK finish in tea tbouIand 
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years. w~ remountcd our hors{'s, and rode into a most 

!!ombre and terrific pass, var,)'ing from eight to fifteen feet 

in width; the lIides of which were formed by completely 

perpendicular precipices, rising to the height of from two 

hundred to five hundred feet-occasionally the lofty sUlIlmits 

alternately inclined tuwards each other, so as'olien to exelude 

almostentircly the light fwm abo\"e. ]n some places njeh~ 

were sc~lpturcd ill the sides of the rocks, in which MatUI!* 

had prubably formerly been pla~cd; and we saw frt .. '<J.uent 

representations of .rude stOIlCS, mysterious symbol!! of an 

indefinite figure, detached in relief from the bod:,;, ot the 

rock. Water-courses, or earthen pipes, situ~tcd at vuri(.us 

Ileights, were obseryable on either hand of the pass: the 

tamarisk, oleander, wild fig, and other shrubs, obstructed 

the passage below, or hung frolll crevices ill the cliffs above, 

When we bad proceeded rather more than half a mile, on 

looking up, an arch, ,erhaps belonging- 'to un aqueduct, 

was seen connecting the opposite ..,rcr,jpiccs .. We continued 

to explore the gloomy windipg passage for tllc distance of 

about two miles, gradually descending. wilen the bea~lif\11 

faf'lde of a temple burst on our view. A statue of Victory. 

with WjDge, filled the centre of au aperture like an <lUie 

windoW"; and groupa of colosaaJ figures, representillg a centaur 

aud a yaung man, were placed on Cl!ch side of a portico 

of lofty proportion, cowprilillg t .... o stories, and deiil,ient 

in lloUting but a single column: The temple was entirely 

202 
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excavated from the 'solid rock, and preserved from the 

ravages of time and the weather by the ma.~sivp. projec~nl 

of the natural cliffs above, in a state of exquisite and in:

conceivable perfe<..1:ion. But the interior chambers were 

comparatively slllall, and appeared unworthy of so mag

nificent a portico. On tht! summit of the front was 

placed a vase, hewn also out of tin: solid rock, coneei ved by 

the Arabs to be 61led with the most \"4lluabJe treas~lre •. and 

shewing, ill the IlUmero(l~ shot. marks on its exterior, 110 

many proofs of their avidity: for it is SJ) situated as to be 

jllacces~iblc to other attacks. This was the IutSIIQ, or t.reasure 

of Phar.lOh, 'IS, it is cull('d hy the nati\"es, wbich Ebn·Raschid. 

our conductor, swore .. we should bt;hold." While Mr. 

Bankes was employed in sketching the temple. my two 

friends, Captains Irhy aud Mangles, climbed witb great 

difficulty up some broken steps on the left of the edifice. to 

the top of the r~eks; and reporteti. on their descent. that 

tbey had seen., at some distance to the westward, a \'ase of 

colosaal dimensions, probably Velonging to another temple. 

]~ front, but rather to the right of the temple, were many 

excavated chambers. Leaving this splendid monument on 

the len hand, we continued for about three hundred yards 

in the same narmw Hnd awful paslI, whell we,reached more 

excavated apartmen~. and. at tbe terDllDatioa of the rock to 

the )eft, arrived at tbt: aptpbitheatre we had seen from the 

Arab ' camp during our negotiation with Abou-Zeitup. 
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Thirty~thrc.c steps (gradini) were to be counted. but untor~ 
tunately the proscenium not having been excavated like the 

other parts, but built. was in ruins; so that we had here also 

to regret, as in most other similar monuments, die absence 

of that pOilion of an ancient theatre. A large open spate 

now presented itself, strewed' over with fragments of tiles, 

bricks, and the rubbish of former buildings. The only 

cdifrec Qf cOllsequence was on the left of the area, whiell had 

the appearance of a palac!"; the" rocks which cndo!>cd the 

spaee au all sid(~"~, with the exception of the north-cast, 

were hollowed out into innuQl('rable ehambers of cJiftercnt 

dimt'nsions, whose entrances were varionsly, richly, lind 

of len fantastically {lccorated with cl'ery- imaginable order of 

architecture-, 

I abstain from attemptin~ to entcr into a more minute 

aecount of the wonder .. of this cxtnlOrdinar~' spot, conscious 

as I am of my 011'11 iliabllit,V to do them ju~ticf' , and ~ecausc 

the public will probably !ioon he hnol\Teo with a Illuch more 

detailed and accurate dcs('ription of them lrom the pen of 

Mr. Bankes, whose zeal, intellip;encc. and un"wearied aSSlt,hiify 

in copying inscri ptions, delineating remains of antiquity, 

• The city of Petr. , in the til"e of Augno!u" ... u d,e rcsi<knce " "f:l ling, 
wb,o goftrued the S .b.lha!i, or inhabila',lt of Arwhia P~tta:a" TI,i~ ("o .. "try 
_. "COII'l.IH!* by Tno.,.-, and anllesed by him to ,Palestine ; bllt It afkrwarda 

funned. parneular pHl\iuce, caned the Th,nl Pale. unc, or S.tulall. . III '"ure 
.CMtef1l hines, B.ld .. "jn I ", Kmg of JeTlll.ftlDl, becoming ma.kr nf Petn, 
rw it ., MIlle of Mom Repl;", 
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and ascertaining pointa of curiou8 clasaica1 research, cannot 

be 8urpllsBed. The chief aim of my narrative will be . to 

endeavour to give the reader some insight into the mode of 

life followed by the wandering tribes of Arabs we fell In 

with, and to relate the adventurell of a journey not in tht: 

usual ruute of ordinary traveJlibg. 

Taking a soutbewesterly direction from the ruined palace, 

we arri\'cd at the foot of Mount Hor, at th~ in. the 

afternoon: wbere, finding,an Arub boy tending some goats, 

he offered to conduct us to the :ournmit for a small 

rt..'lDunqation. The ascent was rugged and difficult in the 

e1trellle, and ,it occupied us one hour aad a half to climb 

up the almost perpendicular sides. . A crippled Arab 

hermit, about eighty years of age. the one Qalf of .... hich 

time he had spent on the top of the mountain, living on 

the flonations ?f the few Mohammedan pilgrims who 

resort !hither, and the charity of the native shepherds who 

aupply him with water and milk, conducted us into tbe 

small white b~ilding, crowned by a CUpolil, that contains 

the tomb of Aaron. The monument is of stone, about 

three feet IlIgh, and the venerable Arab, ha\'ing lighted a 

Jamp, led U8 down some steps to a chamber bclow, hewn out 

of tbe rock, but containing nothing extraordinKty. Against 

tbe wall. of the upper apartment, where stood the tomb, 

wer~ .uspended beads._ bits of cloth and leather, vOb,,:e 

offerings left by the devoteel; on one side. let iota the waU, 
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we were shewn a dark looking stone' that wall reputed to 

POSSClIS considerable "'irtucs in the cure of diseases, and to 

have formerly served as a seat to the Prophet, 

'From the tiumlflll of Mount Hor, amongst a chain of 

mountains, t'xtending from East to West, Mount Sinai WllS 

clearly distinguishable; to the westward was an expanqc 

of boundless desert; to the East were the high cliffs from 

whelJcc ,we had caught the fir~t glimpse of the situarion of 

])etra, awl behind whll'h were pitched the tents we had left ; 

below us were thl~ !1ark alld rugged rocks that we had just 

cAplored, }'rom thIS p01lnt also we p{·rceived thc.templt

to the north, to willeh hclonged the great ~asc that hh,1 

been observed by, Cartain~ Irby ::Ind Mangles, We 

de!>cenJt:d, and, 1,LtC in the ('\'cmng, aIHI greatly fatigued. 

rt"ltched sOlUe te!lt~, about four mile!> to the north-cD!>t of 

Ib .. mountain, where we \I ere to ~Icep th~t night, Ilere 

a curious scenc OCl urwd.; the hridlf'~ of'our horse,s were 

seized by three or IouI' different h ... n(ls. each Arab strivlllg 

to claim us as his guests; wQcn it w~'" decided who should 

ha\'e the honour of entertaining ollrscl~es and givi,.g 

barley to our horses, we, WIth some difficulty, made our 

way after Ebn.Raschid, who was home away to a tent 

by the torrent of our hosts, The foJlu\\ing morning, 

the 27uI, having purchased 8 shf'ep. ,we returned to the 

ruinl of Petra, which we eIaminPod more at our Icisyre; 

when the discovery of other ravines find of more n\lmero\U; 
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('xc:a\'atlons rewarded our search, and filled U/I with astonish

ment. But, notwithstanding we made many attempts 

to approach thc temple we had plailily secn from Mount 

Hor, and on the summit of which was fixed the vase 

observed by us at a distance, we were unablc to succeed, 

from the constant succession of intervening chasms and the 

in<,xtricable confusion of the various ravines in which we 

got ootangled. We had left orders that our sheep spould 

be cooked by a certain hO,ur, and on reaching the appointed 

spot where we were to dine, were IIOt a,litlle astonished to 

find tllat, after its throat had been cut, it had been thrullt 

into a large pot, without even having it,'! wool or entrain 

rcmo\'cd. TI;at night we returned to the tcnb where we 

had slept the preceding c"cning, but met with a very 

different reception. The eager hospitality of the day 

before was exchanged for the mo~t undisguised rapacity; 

we ha.d bought' .tllc sheer, and the Arabs, finding that we 

possessed mo.ney, set no bounds to their demands, :Every 

article was tu be paid for at, an exorbitant rate, and hO 

sum seemed sufficient to grati(y their avarice. But tbis 

was' the only occasion, during our stay among the Arabs. 

on whicb a pecuniary remuneration was expected from us, 

ill exchange for tbe rilb of huspitality : the bargains we 

weTC in the habit of makiua with the different Sheikhs .' . 
co~ered all other expepscs, and white we travelled under 

their protection, they considered us as their guests. 
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A/ay 28, At an carl)' hour, with the weather 'exceedingly 

cold, we returued to the tents, where we had lodged the 

first night after we left SllUlmc, and whue the Sheikh ,~ 

Yousouf and Salim, were waiting our arrival witll some 

degree of anxiety, 

Here we wetc to take leav~ of ELu*Haschid, who, by hi" 

iutrf'pid <lOci disinterested conduct, had completely wot' 

our ~steem, and our regret at partillg appeared !o be 

mutual. . '\' c rewarded Jllm wilh four hundn,J pIastres, and 

madl' 11 presen t to, his hrothe r of lifty piat. trc:s. To th!' 

couragt· of .E.bn-Rai>l-!Jir! we were indebted for a sight o( 

the wonders of Petra; though, perhaps, a !'.j;int <)f 

lI11illlosity, on his part, again~t the j\rav~ of W"oi 1\'{005a, 

bad its IIhare in ex'citing bitll to Ollo"iiol tllo in our under

taking. It appeared that It free acee~~ 10 the wa1('r ill tilt' 

neighhourhood of that \'illage, had long beel! a ~lIb.lcC 1 ofeull

lentioll belw(!C1l th(' two "'rab trihes, UIlJ lIlis IIUi> probably 

thought a good opportunity to dccidl' the disrttt~ . 011 'tak 109 

leave of the Sheikh, he regrette(l that he could n ~t accompany 

us to Snnbac, but gave us bi~ lton ttullchcOIl. to he shewn 

011 our :.Irrival tbere, to ensure liS a proper reception. That 

l'velling Sheiks Yonsouf and Salilll aecolllpallil)u II!> 10 

Shubac, and carly 011 the nc}.l day, the 29th, we set o.ulon 

our rt'tllTll to Adrrac. which we IIOW began t(l look upon 

alo our home: we returned by a r?utc'ditlcrclll frolll lhat 

by whidl we had cOlUe. 011 a~('cndjllg from II "allcy', ill 



which we hat! travelled during: two hours, Wj~ (el/ in wit/. 

a swarm of locusts 011 the grou/!{], ht;rlHmhcd hy fhe 

t':-.In'..,c co]c]IIC;,S of thc wind, lind slrt;wcu so thiekl), that 

nur ho ..... cs (~ould 1I0t pass ovcr without tramplin g upon 

tlwlIl. III the cI"cnint: we rt~a("hcd the tents we had 

tOrtTwri.r o ("(" lIpit"ti 0 11 Ollr r(lULi to Pctra, where we ~Iept, 

H1Id mt'l \\"ilh the sallie II(l~pilab!c reception as iX'fure, 

Jft(11 :)0, Tllis day wt! tra vdletl ill a llorlh_wc;>te l"l ,Y 

dm:clioll, ;llld n:ll{"hcd a \"illagt: II here 11'(: stopp<,d !()r thc 

III:::- lil , "Iltl wert" IlelJ tre~lkd . The A~'abs il} qllift~cl if WI' 

hnd brotl ~ht back the treasure froll! Petra, and otlcretl . . 
us a boll/'llllll,~ alld a watch for sale, ,,:hidl we supposed 

to kwe hellillgcd , tu SOIiIC unfortunate "Moors who had 

uct!n 11ItmlcrCI] in ti ll: ral'Hll" of Petra, f)y thc inhabitants of 

\fad i Moosa, 011 their n' \urII frolll M en 'a to GlIza, Here 

we \I"('re kusted with eall l<'h,' milk, aile! a pilau of rice; the 

latter di:-.h had br-roilic ratile]" a tr~t. Our difl'ctioll to-day 

was liortb, alit..! i.n the evenin g wc entered the. camp of 

Sheikh Salim, from whom we parted the next morning, 

lie IlUd lIev!!r b(,t!lI u great r~~l"OlIritc with tiS, ami Sheikh 

Yousouf told us, wiJ(:n we were alone. thnt he was of a Lad 

cilalaetcr, Ahout mid-day, JUlie tl ..... 1st, our party was the 

cause; of alarm 10 two Arabs, 11'110 sa il" us approach. and, 

fixing their handkerchiefs 011 tile tops of their spears, shouted 

to sOUle of their brethren ill tell Is at a di stancc, but Sheikh 

Y ousouf quieted their f~ars TO-llay we crossed the vallcy 
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of Elassar, an-I b:lthctl ill the hot baths' of Sol()tI1ulI, si tuated 

011 the sOlJth{'rn side !lcarly at thl' bOlluJll, Ilellf SOIllC I:orn. 

fields, where one of our ,\ ralls having plucked ~OlT1e grecu cars 

of'rorn. parched them for U'>, by puttmg: them ill the fil'f', and 

the!l, when lOa~teu, ru bbed out lhe g:miu III h is haud~·. 

That night we Imltt:d in ,1 (';Imp belonging to the "illage 

of Khanzeer, where waf; the young bride of the nld Sheikh 

YOUSlJuf. Hen.: I lost my B ihk, which \\'11 S pmh.lhJy "lolen 

h.Y Ill)' Ii-It'lld YOIlSOllt; I)J' Jlis t(ltlu::r-ill-Jaw; ji l)' lh.' !aLtC'r 

f;cnt to me to say. tl,lat if I would girc Iii III lJll oka of ('olli'e 

(equal tu two po mitis and a qmll'lt'r), worth l'i~. hleell 

pia ~tres, he wou l(\ rdum It. We l'l'maill(:O ill the ... ..; tenl" 

tht' IIC:>.t day, and Oil the liJ1!owIII!.!, ('l't'lliug an';n'c/ al 

KarrJ{,. Thl: eOlllLtry wc h,ld pa~-.('d (j\' ('1' from Shuha!', 

consi"lcd or <lOII'IiS 11'1'11 adapted to pasturage, awl 11/ sO/lle 

places tole rably ('ultivatcd wi lh wheat aud had"J . 

The people of .KHIT:If~ were elllploJed .i;) bring-ill~ thc lr 

han"c!lt IIlto the fortrel>s, alld til(' h0~! ... e of tl~t.;. Sheikh was 

lull of AlIllsce i\rab~, who Im~ come with thell~ C:HHc!S frolH 

the C;lst tu proclll'l' \'01'11. 

whom their tribe had lately 

To cOlllplilm~n l Yllll!>()uf, with 

had some di~IHlles . thc} had 

hrought him, as a prcscllt, :Ill irull trunchcolI, bJ wInch 

they acknowledf'ed his dignity as 11 chicf'; m!4J , in I'C IIll\1I for 

• Tloi, p,lctice We frc'lucntl~ willl"""".l; II l! ,".,,,ILo,,,·.1 ,,I , ,, '" It", 01.1 

T ".tam"111 :_" And .h" '~I he."l" the "'Rl'''''-' ,,,,,I t", ,~ ;,,·I ... d her I'ar~h cd 
com, ~lId she did Uillud W I ' . uffic,,<l, amllcfl,"- Rlllh, c , ,!" " . !>4. 

:. 11 '2 
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this mark of respect, he bestowed upon them blX caowl 

loads of wheat and six of barley, together with a sword of 

value and a bm;lh for their own Sheikh. 

A furllier examination of the southern extremity of tll(' 

Dead Sca occupied the attention of the r('st of the P3:r.ty 

during a few days after Olfr return to Karrue; but 1 

Ilccompanied Yousouf to the tents of his son lsmael, distant 

!SotTIc-hours from the town , with the intention of hU~lt ing the 

antelope, and to have f~rther opportunities of witnessing 

the llIranners of the Arabg. It appcar.s that thc office of 

Sheikl, is ge n£'raHy hereditary , though it doe~ not neccssarily 

descend to l!le eld est son; and quarrels among the ri,'ni 

childrell, who di spute the succession ~f the luther, are not 

uncommon. The tribute paid to the chief by the Arabs of 

his tribe, con!'ists of' every tenth sheep or goat born, every 

twentieth camel, and a certain portion of all plunder taken. 

The n~ighbouri;o(}(l of Karr.ac is ell'tremeiy fertile , producing 

great crops pf wheat and barley; the first is usually cut 

with a sickle; the latter puJleq up by the roots; the harvest 

is then carriCtI on asses and camels into the fortress, where 

it is trOO out by oxen and horses; for the inhabitauts dare 

not perform this process in the fields, lest they should be 

attacked by some of the wand ering llOrdcs. 

Amongst the pr~t6 sent by Nasar, the chief of the 

A~asees. to onr Sheikh .Yousouf, was a very powerful mare, 

about fifteen hand.!! three inches high; but we bad seen a 
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fine grey horse of sixteen hands bigll' in the po~session o( 

Sheikh Salim, which he valued at one thousand pia~tres. 

Their horses are usually shod. As a remedy for sand

crdcks, they employ sour milk, in which i ~ clissoh'cd a great 

'I.uaotity of 8:tlt; this mixture, in II. lKliiing state, is poured 

into the crack, anJ, as it arl>eured, with a very good effect. 

In their own persons, they have reC"ourse to the lIse of tht, 

actual ~autery: ill the r8l\e of II. sprain, for instance, they 

mix up 3 ba ll of camels ' dung :ll!d sa nd, alld, when reu hot, 

apply It to the p:,lrt affec ted . 1 n('\ cr lillW an example of 

leprosy amongst them. 

Their sbeep arc large, With sllort tine wQ()~ and fat tall,. ; 

the colour of theil·.goat!> genera lly black. To felch water 

from the wells, the womt'" are employed in driving the 

asses, which arC' always kept in the iunnedrate nci~hbollr~ 

hood of their ieo!s, and these anima ls al"e al"o used in 

carr . ."ing the light furtllturc .of their ct;mps. On tiJet.e 

oc .... asions of mo\·i ng their htatiolll>, IlJe chilJ..l rell arc placed 

in panniers sUbpended on c!\ch side of the cninel!>. which the 

mothers ride upon and guidl:'. TJre wives of the Sheikh, 

amounting to three or four, according to his riches, arc 

mounted in a sort of wicker bower, which screens them from 

the sun and observation. An Amb, in gt'llCl"a~, hus, 

however, but one \Vif~; though a Shei~h, in addition to his 

plurality of wives, POS8C!1SCS male ,and female black ~J!,-ves, 

procu~ from Egypt. A few oxen are kept for ploughin g ; 
• but, except in the villages, it is rare to lIleet II ilh cows. 
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With respect to th~ dress of the Arabs, the better sort 

1I1l1ong them have sheep-skin pelisses banging halfway down 

their thighs, the wool worn inside, aud til{' exterior skin tall

Iled of 1\ reddish brown colour. The abba, or outer garment, 

is sOluetimes hlack, at others with broad or narTOW striptl8 

\)f hlark, brown, or yellow colours; attached to a leathern 

belt, worn round their waist, is a pocket containing theil" 

flint and steel, ami the matches used for their muskets. 

The substance employed for this latter purpose is procured 

from the osc,lr- plant, which grows ncar. the ensteru shores 

of tile Dead Sea, to the size of a small tree, producing u fruit 

juicj' and deli~ious to the eyt', but hollow withill, or fillet! 

with 11 grating matter disagreeable to the palate. The 

filaments contllincd within the fruit arc employed by the 

nati\'es to stuff their cushions, or nr> tinder for their match· 

lock gun .. , ann ,are said to be cOlllhustible even without 

heing imprcglliltal with sul.rhur. 'Most of thc Arnbs go 

barefooted, bot thc richer wear snndals of leather, or un· 

tanned hide. 'Their manner of, eating, as described before. 

is ex~rcmely uncleanly; and as thcy are frequently without 

water sufficient to wa\lh themselves after a repast, they rub 

their hanos with sand and then wipe them on the sides of 

their 'tents. The vermin with which their persons are 

infested, and the tn.anner ill which they endeavour to get 

rid <,>1 them, are in the !;Jighest degree disgusting. One of 

their chief articles of' diet is lebbirl. or sour milk; they fonn 
• 

• C .. II~ by Sed ten I~.chacr, IDd .uppo.ed by him to be the pollia SodDlIIa. 
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besides halls of curds, mixed with:( great de~1 of salt and 

dried in the sun on the tops of their tcnts; of thi'S kind of 

cheese they oe(~aloionally make abo a beverage hy di~!>oh' illg 

it in water . 

. The common Bedoueells seldom pray, but supe rstltiOlhly 

carry about their necks hits ef paper, upun which dmmeter. 

are written by t!"avelJjng dervishc~. su ppo~ed to posses~ 

\-uritlU!> ,"irtues, among others, tlmt of warrllng off \.lIe evil 

eyc. Old Yousouf was, h()\\c\"~r, more regular ill Ills de

,"otions, and duriug the whole of our jourlley with him, 

o bscned the stated periods of prayer, v.ith his j~ce r~li

gio\lsl.y turned tvwards l\lccca. \Ve were on slid) good 

terms witb the Sheikb, that though it· i~ a custom wilh a 

MahoDletan when he prays, 10 take care that an iufidcl is not 

interposed between hilIl aIHI the ~acrcd temple of the 

Prophet at 1\.Jc(·ca; and if that {',1nnot be lll'oidcd . to pllt a 

!>lVord, or some oltH'r .weapon of that !>01"t, between him 

and the stranger; yet ¥ ulls~Hf ~hewed ~s the rCSpt'ct 

to omit that precaution ; an~ Ollce, when one of Iiis attend· 

ants happening to COllie into the tent during his devotions, 

placed a ramrod in that situation, the Sheikh himself took 

it up and laid it on ooe side. On parting I gave Ililll It 

pocket compa'!s, und, as the situation of Karrac is nearly 

due north from Mecca, his satistactio~1 at such a present · 

was not to be expressed, as he nqw lll:I.id he should lilwuys 
• 

know precisely how to place himself at the hour of prnyer. 
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When my companibns returned from their excursion to 

the southern' extremity of the Dead Sea, we were all amused 

by being present ill the tents of lsmael at a lIort of court of 

iuquiry and judgllleut held by his father the Shcikh Yousout: 

Th(dispute was this :-!mme ofthc people belonging to I~is 

<IJOn hall, on a predatory cxcur~ion to the Hauran. a district 

to the Jlorth of Karrac, distant morc than onc hundred miles, 

carried ofl:' abouf sixty cows; and two natives of that «:ouotry, 

together with a lIlan from ~alt, were come to reclaim them 

at the hands of the chief of the tribe. B1,lt notions of cquity 

were no~ l'ery filmly rooted in the mind of Yuusouf; and, 

"ficr great s~uffling and pre\'arication ,on his part, the 

utmost dial could be obtained from the partial judge, was 

a restitution of the half of the cattle, with which decision the 

sufferers were vcry ill content. We were feasted by the 

Greek priest, who had received us so well on our first arrival 

at Karrac; and: ()n the 5th of June, left that town, still . . 
under the pro~~ction of Youllouf, accompanied by his son 

hmac/. Daoilll his nephew \ tile two men from the 

Hauran, and the· man from Salt. A fine flat country, with 

corn growing luxuriantly around Ut, which reapers were 

employed in cutting, and offering various prospects of 

ruined towns. indicating that the population had formerly 

been much more co.nsiderablc than at present, brought U8 

in two hours to Rubbah, anciently Rabbatb-Moab. aDd . . 
afterward. called Areopolis, the capital of the Moabites, 8 
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celebmted country that ~ltendcd ... to the' cnst of till' 

A.3phaltita Lake. There are 110 traces of walls ob!!Crvable; 

hilt ou an eminence arc two rUined Roman telllpl~, Ilnd 

sOule tanks. A small Chl"Hltian camp, pitched ncar the 

hi~I, offered WI accommodation foL' the night ; alld, all the 

following day, at the (hstanue of allC mile alld a half from 

Rabbah, \\ C IollW, among the ruim. of llurt-el-Caru, u large 

structUl;. that reminded us of the palace of Petra, at,d was 

apparently ofllomall architecture. The forty ('attlc, that bad 

been restored to t1~e people of tl;c IJa(tTan, formed part of 

our cara\.u}; but their dlivers were by 110 means sutis6et,l 

with the interested decitilon of Yousouf~ told \15 he was a 

robber, and threatened that" they wQ,LIld drag bun by t1)e 

.. beard to Me~erub," 

~ From the hei~hts Oll wtllch we now wet'c, we enjoyed 
• 

many fine views of the Dead Sea. witO'IC clear unruffled 

surface. ofa dark aspect.from the retlectioll'of the impending 

rocks on its coast. ,,"Ub seen bcrow us-beyolJd, Jericho. the 

\'allcy of the JordllIl. Jerus~lem, and the l\JuulltalU of the 

}'nmks; aDd to the south, the mar~hJ count~y that tel wioates 

the lake in tbat directlOu. The prospect from thIS' cmi

nence, embracin~ as it did, tbe whole e1r.tcnt of thc ~ca. 

OODvinced Ui that its leagth. has been gleutJy ovcrmt.ed, 

aud \hat Mlstead of aeveaty-6,,:e pJ" eighty mtlcs, thc usual 

estimate, it cawtot exqecd fo~J' miles. 

On the 8tb. procoodipg norili\\';rd, we reached the Wadi . , 
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Mosit, the ,'aUey of th~anticnt tprren\ Arnoll. The remains 

or an !lulient Roman bridge, of which one tingle arch alone 

is ~tallding. were obS~f\'ablc lit the foot uf tbe difficult (lath 

thllt hrought UI to tbe hottom of the preripice that over

hllugs the Naher-Arnon, and on ascending the opposi.te 

8tt:cll bank, we lmd len the l.'ountry of the Moabites and 

were in that of the Amorites. This day we saw many 

Romal) Illile-stones, and frequent traces of 1\ road 0' the 

s,nne period. 

The country .,nl s a plain uistrict coyered with smooth 

e\'en turf, and we continucd along the Roman roael till we '. . 
readlcd l>ibHII. tlw Diboll of the Old .Testament. Our 

progress to-day was-much impeded by the extreme heat and 

tluffocating sensation occasioned by tIle halt/siu, or wind of 

Ihe de&crt. which !itenilly raised a fug til' saud, and cxceedtd 

in its intoleriiblc nutsnllce, as old Yousouf said, flny thing he 

llluj Cl"er felt belQre, We rellChed a ca~p in the Wadi

Wale, the vallt;y of a river th~t seemed to be liable to sudden 

and destructh'C! torrents, to jud~e from the great number of 

oleanders wbtch 'vere torn up by the root.. Near the banks 

of die Wale were two rude stones plaeed upright, probably 

the boundary stones of the anti.nt inhabitanls oftbe country. 

Higher up the atrr.am than the place where we cro.:ld, a 

knowl was OblCrv.b~, on which wu pJaoed. qudraagu .... 

platform, made of rougll f'Ones, without cemeat; ~ about 

Ii. mile lower down tbe ..&ley, were tI.e reaainl of. Roman 
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bridge, formerly of five arches, but the foundations of the 

piers ate all th6t are now to be distlngui~hed. 

Passing by the foot of Mount.Nebo. from tile summit of 

w.hich Moscs had II prospect of the PromiM:d Land, we 

e!ltemd. a fertile plain cultivated with cern, and stoppetl at 1\ 

camp near the ruius of Maeil1, near some spriogt of hot water. 

From an eminence in the neighbourhood we had 8 com

malldillg view of the Dead Sea, and saw below us a' ruin of 

" squarf> form, which from its position might pOlisibly be 

Herodium. We took a Guide from tIle tents near Maein to 

conduN 01:1 to the hot springs, antiently called Cllllirboe. 01.11' 

route was south.west, and we ~aw on our roll~, ncar a rocky 

knowl, about 6fiy ~pulchnll OlOnlllJlen'ts, of tbe rudest «In· 

struction and oftbc highest antiqmty. Four unhewn stones, 

covered by one large block, probably covered the ornaments 

or weapons of the antient Arnorites. At the distance of a 

mile beyond, weeame to the bed of the torrent Zerka Maein. . . 
.where we saw ten animals, a spcLies of antt;lope. but of the 

size of our red deer. In fopr hours from Maein we rt'ached 

the brink of a precipice, do"n the sides or which a n~rTf)w 

mg.g P!"'th "ft cut, which brought us, after some diffit'u/t)" 

lO the Urick« ef eanes, upines, Ilnd palms, that grow out of 

the elJfJlriees'Of the rocks, "If"fteece illsue the numerous 'Springs 

of II« ~r"'" were At seareh of. {n one part, a copious 

,trealll precipitat8 ·ifJeJf from 1\ high and pcrpen~icuhir 

Nick. the tida' ~ .Web Ilre coloured of a brilliant ye1low, 

2 I 2 
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from the dePosit of sblphuT with which the water 1'1 Im

pregnated. A hot rapid torrelit, receiving from ::IlI'sides in 

ils COlll'se fresh supplies of ~(,Alding water, flows at the 

hottom. From the confined situation of the !;pot, the lItcaill 

from the wOlter, ancl the Tn)'s of the burning sun, a m<?it 

insufferable he-at was produced"; hut unfurtunately the day 

hefore, Ill)' thermometer, the Dilly one possessed hy the 

party,.was found broken, and we were conscqnentJ~ lIIt.ublc 

10 IIseermill prccist"iy tIle temperature of the stream. 1 t 

was not possible to hold the haud in the \"ater. even for half 

a minute: the de-position of sulvlmr was very cOlllliderablc. . . 
There docs 1l0~ appear to hu\'c been space enough in the 

valley tor any buildings. though Herod, who is slIllposed to 

IUl.\'e viF.ited this spot for the purpose of bathing, mutt have 

had SOllie accollllllodHtion, The distance from the spring'S 

to the Dt"ad Sea, was estimated at about tll'O hours, 

While here, ou~ Arab guide took_ a ,'spour·bath after the . . 
following manp,er :-Ovcr a crevice, whence issued one Qf 

the F.pring;" Q' Lcd of twigs u,nd broom WllS laill, at the 

distanee of about a foot from the water, upon which he 

placed himself, enveloped onty in hi, abba, and remained ill 
that sUtte for several minutes, In the immediate vicinity of 

these )r,ot sources. we saw some of the lIlost curious pla,nts, 

From Callirhoe w~, returned by the same road to Medaba. 

near 1ihich was Q great enf8mpllient of the Bent:sakar Arabs, . . 

consisting of more than two hundred teAts, under the 
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command of the chief, Ebn~Fayes. I? the t('llt of the 

Sheikh, which wa'i about one hundred feet IOllg, we found 

P.bn-Fayes and his brother, who were not a liule astonished 

at the boMncs! of my companions Itl tlms \cntunng again 

hlDong them, after the example they had had of their formcr 

faithless conduct. These '\tere the Arabs wilh whom 

Mr. Bankes nnd Captains Irby and Mangles had made a 

(' OlitTaC~ on their" first attempt to r<'<lch Petra, and from 

whosc hands they had so fortmw,tcly escaped pre\ inus to 

my arrival at Jefl1!Wl.lem. In the camp we saw a messenger 

who had been de!Jpatched from the Pa~tJa of Damascus, 

to invite tht> chief, Ebn-PuJes, to come to tQat cit,Y for tl·e 

purpose of entering into II contract with him for camels. 

and making arrangement, to curry the Hadg, or convey 

the pilgrims from Damascus to Mecca. Thi b was a service 

that had formerly becn done by tllC Anll scc, Arabs, but they 

were now at war With tH'c l'ilShi\, UlJd, D'S the oc'\t l){Iwcrful 

t,jbe to them, tlte Bcne~akar~ wcrc <tl'pjicd to, to undertllke 

that sacred employment. 

From Madaba, where is a large tank of hewn stonq, we 

proceeded to the e:\tcllsive Christian ruins of U merassns, 

situated in a district now in the possession of the .\IUI~ceS. 

by ",bmil one of our party was attacked, and robbed 'of his 

abba, in b. most violent and outragr-ous.· manner. We had 

proceeded alone into this part of the country, and did. not 

reJoin obr friend Yousouf, nnd the lIIao of Salt, till the next 
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day, when we found tbem in the tent oftbe Prince of the 

Benesakars, at Hesbon. 

The prince of thi§ tribe made variou§ attempts to ('xto,rt 

from us a considerable §um of money, for permission to 

vait the ceJebT8.led pools in Ihis ncighbourhood; but, by 

timely resistance, we 8uccee<led, ot length, ill obtaining 

free leave to go thither, though theft! was little to be 

seen .• The ruinl are of small extent, arid the only ,poel We 

observed wal extremely inllignificnnt.-In two of the cisterns 

amongst the millS, we saw many bones and human skulls. 

On the ISth, we left Hesbon j and, taking the road to 

Salt. ar~ved,.in rour hOUl~, at Arrag-el-Emir, where are the 

mins of an edifice built of "cry large sf.ones, some of them 

twenty feet in length. Around it were traces of banging 

gardens, and large caves cut in a long range of perpendicular 

cliffs, some apparently intended 8S stans for horses, and 

others. for tllt' accommod_tion ot a numerous retinue of 

servants; rer'l'CSentatioos of various beasts Vo'ere sculptured 

lin relief about t.he huildiog. . We SpeDt the morning here, 

!lnd. slept at an adjoining camp. 

On the 14th. continuing ourrou1e through a richly-wooded 

and picture&que country,wearriverl, early in the afternoon, at 

Sfalt, 'where we lod~ in the ca!t1e. At the distaaCle of ten 

hou~ from Salt, i. a dire<-1:ion E. S. E., are the ruinl of 

Rahbath-Ammon, afte",ard~ called Philadelphia, probably 

from a. Philadelphus, King of Egypt, but now kndwn b: aD 
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appellation derived from its origil1al one, Amman. It 
was the principal city of the Ammonilre. Tbe ruins are 

those of a theatre, an odeuDl. a colonnade to the eastern 

aide of the rlver Nabr~Ammon, and, to tbe wet.t, a large 

building with columns, from twenty to twenty~two fea 
high. There are many otbet smaller remaiD~ but we fouud 

no inscriptions. We pused the night of the 17th in an 

Aral;. ca,mp, about three wiles distant from Amman, on the 

road to J~rra.scb. 

Here our condu.ctor, Yousouf, who had been persuaded 

to accompany UI from Salt, by an additional bribe, of two 

hundred piastre., was accused of having stoiro cattle from 

tbese people four years ago. There tras much disputing 

aDlong them, and tbe Sheikh had recoune to every s.u.bter~ 

fuge to e\1ade the accusatioa; but, at leI!Igth, unable to 

dellY the fact, be concluded by saying, .. he ,was one of thoM! 

.. men who never returht·d an)' thing aJ't\!r it was ~ce m 

•• his power." 

Jwre 18. After accompn~ying UI two houn on our road, 

Yousouf took his leave to Nturn to K~rrac. We . ha.d 

travelled 10 &Gog in his cOOlpany, lind witnessed such 

utraordiuary -.ameli together. tha.t it W&8 not possible to sec 

hi-. deP,tR -"hoISt some ~ r.ret, though he had latterly 

.beba~ "'ery iodifl'ereotly, aa4 convj'nced us, on many 

~ tMe: honeMy 1tas 1)0 place whatever among, the 

v,,",- oj .. Arab. At lOOn as he left us we croMled the 
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. 7.crka (tlae J~bbok of Scripture), the northern boundary of 

the country of the· Amonte!; and, two hOUN nfter mid-day, 

arri,'OO at the ruins of Jerrasch. 

These ruins lie E .S.E. from Bisan, (Betbsan) at Ilie 

.tance of eighteen hours, and are of a beauty and ma$~ 

nificcnce that greatly exceed "those of Palmyra: a gmnd 

colmmadc runs from the eastern gate to the west, formed 

011 both l>ides by marble pillars with Corinthian ~ilpitals, 

and terminating in a IICmicjrclc of sixty columns of the Ionic 

order. At the western extremity stands,a th('atrc, of' which 

the pro"ceniuU) is preserved. This first colonnade ill cros:;ed 

by another, running from no! til to south. 'fwo superb 

amphitheatrc~ of mkrble, three other te~ples, and the ruins 

of some palaces, together with many Greek. inscriptions, arc 

also to be observed. All the ed}ficcs of the city are of 

the perioo of !hc most beautiful architecture, and con

jl!ctur~d to be of "the dale of the Bmoeror Marcus Aurelius 

Antoninus. 

From JCITaach we took tll,e road to the valley of the 

Jordan, tbrough' a \'cry picturesquecountr" mo.t beautifully 

wooded with the Asi!ltic oak, (vallonia) the arbutus, the 

cedar, fr.. Some tipots were eul\jvtlted with corn, but the 

loug' gross, through ",'bic11 we had to make ... way, 

ubounded in venonlpul.etpents. 

Qn the following de,. we arrived at the ril1age of Baojeb, 

lIituated' witbout and below the woodland scenery~. and 
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reached the valley of the Jordan. at two c1'clock in the 

afternoon. The distance hence to the ford of Bisan is 

four hours, and we entered the town of that name as it 
became dark. 

)n the 2bt we reached Tiberias, a sUlall walled city with 

only one gate of entraoce,. containing a great number of 

Christians, and distant about sixty miles from Acre. From 

MoVnt ,Tabor, where we were on the !lSd, the distp.nce to 

Nazareth is four hours. and the padre $uperWre of tbe 

convent at the la.tt~r place received us with great hospitality. 

On the 25th, we entered Acre. Here our party was to 

separate, Captain.s lrby and Mangles intending w· sail in a. 

Venetian brig to Constantinople, and Mr. Ba'nkes proposing 

to return to Egyp't. In the streets of the towu are to be 

seen some few· beggars, without noses, eyes, and ears; so 

lll9.oy proofs of the wanton cruelty of the famous Pasha of 

Acre, whD mented and acquired the name'of' the Butcher.' 

.(\.mongst other victims, the J e:, Mallem Hei~, who &uppJied 

me with money for a bill on CODatantinople, cJ.hibited an 
• 

col1raordiDar, spectacle, having lost an eye. an ear. and his 
no.e. After a stay of four day", at Acre. I took leave Of my 

funner fellow-tn.vellera, and (having changed my Bedoueen 

dreu. for that of a. 'I'urk) aUeoded by my Tartar. tlu;: inter .. 

prew..r, the Greek llel'Vaot Nicolo. and, the Armenian groom 
Oeorgioli~ took the road alollg. the sea-coast to Sar. the 

a.odcn: DUDO of the UUeI&t city of T,.re. The fint night 

• K 
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we slept at Mesrab. and on the 2d July. going by Zib, and 

over the bold and·dangerous pass of Mount Blanco. fanned 

by RD artificial road cut along the side ot'the rork, the base 

of which is washed by the waves of the sea, we reached tile 

cllterns of Solomon .. t Roselayn,alld entered Sur in the aft~r~ 

noon. 'fhe Moosillim of Ty~ at present a miserable and 

insignificant fishing hamlet, lodged rue in hia bouse; IUId ule 

next dliY, riding still along the coast, we halted at Sid.on,.oow 

called Seyda. Our route from hence for the first two hOUlS 

was N.N.E., till we crossed the Naher-e!.Aoula; when we 

IItruck iota the mountains to the right. and cootioued to ride 
• 

through a small valley, containing a great number of silk. 

mills. Tlte country 'liaS highly cultivated with mulberry_trees, 

'Olives, vinCi, and fig., planted on terraCel illgeniowJy con

structed on the side'S of the bills, and offered tbe most beautifttJ 

scenery, that accompanied us the whole day, till we .topped 
at the palaceoftfi. prince of the Drwzea:, the Emeer.Be.eeer. 
The" Con'Vent.~fthe Faith .... tbe name given to the r~ 
of the Emeer, is partly built of:lllarble, and 8eparated. from 

the town by a dbep vMlley. I fint eDteJcd all ionel' cout, 

in Which fifty hOfSe& were piquetecl, and " •• shortly ac

commodated wjth a roo~ aud lefved with a dinaer. 'I'M 
prince, who l1OOO gave me aa al.Milcooe, waa abo« 6iJ;,.eaft 
of age, extremely . tour&eoUS ia his ......... aad. eU.ed 

• 
partiC'Ularly after Sir . .$tdney Smith. ~ .. ..tIe 

inqu'iric&; through the ,.... of .J QI'IfOOWl. iMo . ·tIIIMe 
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of the politic~ of Europe, he desired' his attendants to with~ 
draw, and put several curious questions to' me, which proved 

be was not altogether uninfurmed of, or indifferent to, the im

portant events of the late war. He asked if it were possible 

fur Buonaparte to escape from the island of,St. Helena, and 

then gave his judgment on'the dilferent characters of the 

80vereigns of Europe, With respect to tbe subjects of the 

Emaer, ,the Druze1l, the commonly received opinion is, that 

they are detcended from some dispersed parties of Crusaders, 

who, unable to ret\1m to their native countr" fled for refuge 

into the mountains hereabouts. In their persons Jhey lI.re 

for the most part fair, two out of three having blue eyet; it 

i. reported that their women, of whom 'they are excessivel, 

jealoUt, are extremely beautiful. One of the mOlt extra .. 

oMiDary parts of the attire of their females is a silver hom, 

IOIDdimes Itudded with jewels, worn o~ their heads in 

varioUJ positions, distinguishin$' tbeir different con,ditioO!t, 

4- married woman has it aOiled on tbe right side of the head, 

a widow 00 the Jeft:, and a virgin is pointed out by its beiog 

placed on the very crown: over this silyer projectio? tht>: 

Jaog 'Mil i. thrown, with whicb the.}' so completely conceal 

tMir faoae, .. rarely w leave more than one eye visible, 

n.e d ... of the meD i. extremely riCh and picturesq.e. 

hit' 5. Haviog made a present JO the chief of the 

-u-odaau 'Of the Emeer, 1 left Deyr el Kamar under the 

pidu_ cl • .-mer fJf dw: prioce. aad entered. 1\ nlley 

2..:2 
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W'rll watered·, and moM richly cultivated with mulberries, 

Jigs. olives, and vines'. At a mill three hours on the road. 

our party was overtaken h.Y five Meta"'baiee Arabs, wbo 

were returning from Deyr el KaDiur, whither they had been fo 

solk-il the prote~tion of the Emeer for their chief at Balb~c. 

It appeared that in con~uente of the death of the Sheikh 

of tile Metawhalees, who had left aD only lon, a great dispute 

had arisen between the two brothert, the uncles of tI~e cllild. 

who had fuUcn into the hands of the eldest. The younger 

brother had fled for assistance to the Pltsha of Dnmascu!I, 

and it w.al against a threatened attack from the troops of' tbe 

lauer that the ,elder had sent a deputation to the Emeer at 

DeYT eJ Kaiilsr, intploring his aid an~ protection. The 

prince of the Druzet had granted his request, and the five 

messengers were returning to Barbee with that inteltigence. 

We agreed to t~vel together, and were loon joined by the 

homadar. or treai\Jrer of th~ Emet:r, who was carryiDg a 

present of two .pelisses for the uncle and the young Sheikh 

or the Metawtialees. 
In. the ~nin'g, we de&oended the steep pan iotothe 

""lley, on the nortb-eastem part of whieh Balbec is situated, 

and arrived, }ate at night, in • village belonging to tOre 

Emeet Besbeer. During lis: hours of !.he ioHotrjag da" 
we kept on the weit.em :.ide of the valley, aDd tbeo. rode 

aero,; it, a distance of four hours, wbeD the ruins of Dalbec 

appearr.d- before ... , I. \be b ..... of .... 8boikh ..: the 
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Metawhalees, everyone was on the alert, hourly expecting 

the arrival of the troops of the Pasha of" Damascus. The 

homada,. of the Emeer was received with great respect by 

the chief, who WitS !.itting with bi:> nephew, about thirteen 

y~n old, surrounded by the cbief men of his tribe. When 

the treasurer invested the Sl1eikh and his nephew with the 

peli:>se8., which were of red silk lined with sable, the chief 

kisS(.d t~)C robe, crying out, .. I am the slave of the Smeer," 

aud all the attf'udants eagerly ~dvan<:cd to endeavour to 

kiili also the garJlIellt. As the Metawbalees have a bed 

reputation for bonesty, the nUl1I6da,. invited me lO,take up 

Diy Jodgings in al1 old ruined house, having a marble cistern 

in the court, which had been allotted him for'a residence. 

In the morning, when we expected to pay an early visit 

to the Sheikh, we found. to OU.f great surprise, that he had 

decamped in the night; 8' it ~med that, notwithstanding 

the promised protectiOlV of the Emeer, Mid the present of . , 

the pelisses, be could not ovel come his .. terror at UlC 

threatened apprOlilch of t,be soldiers of tbe' Pllsba of 

Damaacus. Our astonitbment was alllO not" a. little incretssed 

WMo ' we heard, that. previous to his departure, be had 

ordered. the ~ue of aD. adbereot of his brother to be cut 

out. ' ~Mpeeted diNwbances, (.'Onsequeo.t on· tbeee 

u.oeuet, made it prudent tb ~en mj stuy here •• much 

ae poseible. 

&lbec .. tacda near the DOrtb-ea.!ootern el.~~I\{y .of the 
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rich and behtiful valley tJf EI Bekaa, and immediately.under 

the chain of Antilihanus. The ruina of" the city of the Sun" 

are Oft the lOUth-western side of the Pf'e8el1t Arab town, 

whoee aDtient aDd modem appellations- refer alike to tt.e 

favo.rite idolatry of the place. But the age and foun~r 

of these celebrated monumehta are equally infolved in 

obscurity. By the aatives they are attributed to Soklmon, 

who, it is said, as an eaatem and voluptuous f\lOnarcb, 

could not have cho&«:.n a. more IU.l.urious retirement than 

amidst the streams and the shades of ».Ibec. Olhef'!!l have 

aup~ that the religioo of Heliopolis, in Syria, Wat 

cnported £roD! the city of the same name in Egypt, by the . 

Phrenioanl, wbo erected these templ~ for the culture of 

their new wOl'lbip. To Juliul Cnar, Auguatua, Trajan, 

and Hadrian, they have also been socce8sively given; but 

the most probable conjoctuTC seems to he that which anigns 
• 

them t.o the sUCU8&Or of lhe 1811' emperor, -the wise aDd 
munificent AI)~ninlll PiUI. 

Approaching the ruinl frOI;Jl the ea~ the fint BotieDt 

bui~.g is a round temple of marble, DOW" uted as • Greek 

Cbbrcb, encireleG by columna wid1 rieb Corinthian t::apitaJe. 

W.;.tJIio, the order oftbe«litice is boch Corinthian IIDd Doric. 
TIoe pmtico Iood~ to the guot _pie ... _ ..... oed 

by twomoclernTurlr.ioh '_ builtoa!bela-.! .-..... : 
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beyuqp it you. enter au hexagonal court; from thence, one of 
a quadrangular form, and theu appro8.cli the great temple. 

Of the peristyle oftbis edifice, nine columDs are IItJII standmg, 

811pporting all lughlY...c)rnamented entablature. 'fhe temple, 

in the greatest sta(e of presen'8tion, is to the south of this 

Jast building, and, like it. b'ighly ornamented, and of the 

Corinthian order. Tbe stones of the 80ubassement of the 

great temple are of enormous dimensions. M8IIndreil 

measured I_tee, which were, oollt;ctively, sixty~one yards in 

length. In a quarry near the cit.v. a slone. not entirely 

detached, but evidently intended to be uMXi in bwwlding, 

"'as found.· to bfo seventy feel long, fourteep broad, aud 

rourt.6eJ, deep. The more omameoted parb of all tbctt 

buildings were procured from a quarry of coarse white 

marble. west of the city, and at some distance. 

As it was probable that tbe soldiers of the Pasha of 

Damucus would enter the village that Jay, J thought it 

prudent to quit thc place; and, ascending. the range of 
the Aotilibanus, to the wu~st of BaJbec, reBelled the 

valley of the &'rndi, the river that water's' Damescus,. and 

dept IIIw. nipt at Kosahade. H .. ing CPOIsed the bridge 

Oft!( tbe alram, ~ It~, on * foUowiag morning, on 

'"-... of a precipice .... is tbe oepukllre of Sheilth 
A~t a& she diltlaoe of aboa.lt two houn from 
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Damascus, from whence tbe vicw of tbat city prctented 

itself in all its cdebrated beauty. From this spot, it is 

reported, that dIe Prophet looked down on its aUuring 

prospect, but departed .'ithout yielding to the temptation 

of entering the precincts of the town, that he might not ,be 

~uccd. by its luxury, from the pursuit of noble.t objects. 

The distant mountains of the Haltran temlioated the view 

to thl! south-east: towards the nortb-east was tqe desert 

country tll8t extends to ,Palmyra; but, below us in the 

"alley, were mosques and turrets risin,g from amidst in

nume",-ble garden", filled with palms, pomegranates, bananas, 

vinell, orange, and to!IO-trees, and watered by the several 

branc~ of the cdpious and rapid 8t~am of the Barradi. 

Here, under cool and refreshing shadn. the Turk. repo!e 
on the margin of marble fountains, and think the enjoyment 

&0 exqu181le, tha,t Shnm, or pleasure, ill the only denomination 

by wbjch the cit, of DloImllllr.lu i.~ wllown among tbe natives 

of the eut. 

On my arrival at the Cat}lOlic convent, where I first 

dis~ounted, tb~ monks were taking their Iiuta, and allowed 
me to remain four houn in their coort.yard, without my 

beiog io"ited to enter an apartment, or offered any ref1eab.. 
ment. My bone. were taken to a chM.o, and I eapeeted. to 

be also obliged to 'UDtent my8elf with the tame ~ 

da\i~nll; but the Tar'tal\ who had been sent to the P .. ~ 
retuned with aD order for a boq.e in the Chriltian part of 
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the town, though the blows and authgrity of t\l''o Jallinaric~ 

were required to compel the proprietor to'admit me. 

O~ the following morniug 1 recei<red a visit from the 

preside~t of the convent at Jerusalem, witb upologics for 

t~c treatment of the preceding day; hut, a!> the ill!>ult 

sC~lIlcd to have been studied, and as the monk had known 

me during my stay in IhM city, where I had H,'ed in the 

COllVfnt and paid liherally for its hospitality, I fel! little 

disposed to listen to his cxcuses. The president was come 

to Damascus to ~omplain of tfle conduct of the Greek 

monk!!, and to solicit the interposition of" the authority of 

the }Jashn in settli,ng the disgraceful disputes (proceeding. 

frequently, even to blows. within the s~pulclire it!Jel f) that 

had long existed between them aud the Catholics. On 

behalf of the Greeks was their }Jatriareb: both sides were 

extremely generous in the offer of bribes to interest the 

Pa"ha in their favour: .the Turk was JibFtal of promises, 

and eagerly accepted the prcsiuts of each party . . A few 

rIa,}'s before my arriml, the Greek Patria5t'h .had been 

honoured with an audience; from which he was dismissed 

wilh aJllhc cxterior demunstrations of favour and prutection. 

On .taking his lea\'e. a pelisse and a shawl were gi,'en him, 

together with a borse, which waited at the gate ?f the 

seraglio oCthe Pa!>ha, and on which the.dejighted Patriarch 

in'ta~t1y mounted. But the Turkish soldiers allowed hilll 

to ride only a short distance; whe~l , suddenly meeting 1lim 

i ,. 
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Itt the turn 'Of a street, they umgged 111m froID his hOl1iC, 

tlcprivetl him of ~li8 'Splenuid iohawl and p('liS!IC, and other. 

wise treated him with the greatest ignominy. The law of 

DalliltSl' ul> allows no Chril>tian to be SCC'1l on bor~back ·in 

tbe town; and the Patriarch WliS content quietly to rctrc,at 

to his house, where he rC]Jlaincd confined during the 

\\ hole of Illy stay, slowly recovcring frolll the effects of the 

morlification nnJ bal>tiuado he hat! cndured. Jt is not . . 
ulilikt'ly tile i>8.Ule trcatment was illtenuL-o lor the lirel>idellt 

of the Catholics; but be checked his muit)', and though he 

rccci\"cd the shawl and pcli~~c, was wise" enough to lcad his 

horse tTlrollgh the iotrccb of Damascus. 

The city iio loug a"nd narrow, amI the houses, built of mud· 

brick!., ha\"e an exterior cxtrcn'lCly OIC'an, which little cor· 

rCiopomls with tbe display of maguificclIc(> within. Round 

a s(luare court, planteu with trees allu containing l& marble 

fotlutaill, are ar~nged the apartulents, closed up towards 

tllC cOllrt on three Hides, bufopen to the air on the fourth. 

'fhe floors. of the rooms arc brenerally inlaid with white and 
,"aricgated marble, toe windo\vs are frequently of sbl.ined 

glas!l', amI tbe walls are beautifully painted in fresco, with 

representations, not of Howers or arabesque.!!, uut of the most 

CUriO~1i and intricate angular patterns aud mathematical 

figure!. During m} stay, the fast of the Ramadan was 

obllCJ:\'ed; in the day.time, therefore, the streets' were 

dese-rted 'Bod the houses ;but lip; but at night the city was 
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gaily illuminated by means of lamps rlaccd in three ("Ircular 

pieces of wood, ~uspended frolll cord!!- tliat eros!> from aile 

side of the street to tbe other. After sunset, the coffce

hom~es werc also opened, and I WCllt one c\'ening to the 

n)O~t celebrated place of r~ort of thlb description, 

!>ituated on the ballk~ of ' three streams of the river, 

where the guests were entertained with dallcillg, singing, 

stor,)"-telling, ilnd puppet-!>hows. I remained at Dalnascus 

a week, lind \VlIS fortunate enough at length to ,>ucct'ed in 

makillg arrangement .. lor Illy journey to Palm) ra. Ma_ 

hanna, the father of the present Sheikh of the Anase~ Arabs, 

was ill thc cit)',. cnrJcavouring to effect a. reconciliation 

between the Pasha and his SOil Na!>ar; an event' he was 

the more am,ious about, as the time whcn the caravan 

of pilgrim!! passes through Damascus ou its road to 

Mecca WitS ta~t approaching. The l'ontmct for the 

supply of camels for tilis purpose (amountmg to many . . 
tbou~ands, and being a great !!OUl'('C of profi~. to them,) bad 

hitherto been given to the .."nasee J\rabs; bu't. O"'jl1g to the 

late disputes with that trihe, the Pa!>ila had already begun 

to negotiate with the Benesakars for the perlormance of that 

setvlce, The practicability of gettiug to Palmyra <It'peu<lcd 

entirely on my being able to make tenus with Malwmna; 

for bill son had great authority. III thiit country, lInd the 

ll agha of Damascus, so far rrolll /uf\mrdillg Ill)' "iews, U,lrew 

o~tac1es in m)' way of gettilfg thither, apparenlly UI!willin,g 

2 1, 2 
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tout any traveller shohJd visit that .pot till he had aeuJetI 

his differences W'lth' tbe Anll5eeS. After a few interviews 

with :Mahanna Rnd his sccretar,Y, Abdarosack·, it Was 

arranged, that 011 paying fi,'c hundred pia.\ltrcs I should be 

furnished with two guides and two dromedaries, who sh()~lId 

take myself and my int~rpreltr to the tents of NSSII.T. the 

(:hief of the tribe which 'filS now encamped ill tllC de~rt in 

the neighbourhood of Deir Atilie, 011 this side Pahlly,ra .• For 

this SUIlI, II hic.:h was to be paid down, I was to be forwarded 

by Nasar to Palmyra, lind, 011 my cetuc!}, com'eyed abo to 

Homs, ,whither 1 hnt! ordered my Greek and Armcuian 

servants to proceed and wait my arrival. . . . 
On tlie c\'cning uf the sc\'crlth day of my resideuce in 

Damascus, the two Anascc guides, two dromedaries, and 

a horse, w(!rc brought to the gate of my lodgings, and we 

set out. We travelled all tltat night, lind on the evening of 

lhe second day r&.lciled the cump.of Nasar, distant about . . 
two hours to t1~e north-east from Deir Athie. The grea.t~r 

part of ttu: rribc, amounting ,to two thoUIound tents, was 

collected in thiiS' spot; the cbief occupied ooe of very large 

dimensions: around him were pitched the tents of the 

Jesser Sheikhs, each distinguished by his spear fixed in 

front .. I delivered my letter from the father of Nal&l', who 

received me amicably. and, anxiously inq~ired after t~ fllte 

. 
• The Sl.,,~ of Pi". 
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of the negotiation wi.th the Pasha, iti which his tnbe was 80 

much interested. The ncWs I brought wis of a satisfactory 

nature, and Nassr promi,sed to scnd me to Palmym, when

e\'cr I Ilhould choose to depart. After II. short rcpose, three 

D1.a~e5 and onr. of the oldest and most intrepid Arabs 

appeared ready to accompany me on the journey. 

It was about ten o'clock on a finc moon-light night whell 

I left l,he camp of Nlls:!r; lit three in tile morntng we 

reached Kl:trietein, Rnd stopped f,?r I'f'fre'lhment in the housc 

of a Christian prit','lt. We filled a !>.kin with water from the 

fine IIpring at this village, as wc had twenty-four }lours of 

desert before UI:I, \~'ithout any means of gettin~ II. fresh !>.Ilpply 

of that necessary articlc till we slloull'l arrive at Palmyra. 

The phenomenon of the miragr was very stnkmg dllfin~ 

this day'li journey, In the evcning of which we rode by a 

square tower or fortress in ruins: two h~urs heyond, we 

halted, made coffee, aod°!>!nol...ei' our pipc~: at midnIght wc 

"Iso stopped lor three hours, when renlounting our mares, we 

continued our route over a tJroad flat, with a 6urr~n ridge of 

hills on each side, gradually approachioi and forllll,"g k 

valley, on passing through which at sun-rlsc the white 

marble columns of" Tadmor in the Desert" stood before m. 

Hastening to the stream that flow!>. from the fountain Ellhea 
I 

on the S.W. of the walls of the ,city. we greedily drank of 

its brackish water, and proceeded,to the Temple of the ~llO. 

wit~D whose vast court is contained the present \ illa~'t)f the 
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Arabs who d:.veU amonkst the ruins of ~he once magnificent 

dty of Palmyra. A description of these monuments without 

the aid of luch views as ilIustra~e the splendid work of . . 
Wood and Dawkins, would be scarcely intelligi hle, 'Rnd far 

e};cceds my knowledge of architecture: they seem to b~ ~n 

N'lIIlIins of public buildings, cOncloscd within walls. buill by 

JU5tiniaD, and estimated to be thre-c miles in circuit. On 

the 8ollth..('~1stcrn extremity of the city is the great tel'll pie 

dedicnted to the Sun, fro,m wbcnce extends towards the 

north-wco;t, a colonnade, whic'h, with the exception of a few 

pillars qf gl"'<1I1ite, is of white I1Imblc Corinthian columns, 

anti mca~urcs jn length about fuur thollsa~d feet. On each 

side of this portico are single column!! o~' great size standing 

crect, the peristyles of temples. and in one place the 

lIppea nlnce of the remains of a circllll. Around the exterior 

of the great templc are the ~mall patches of cII/til'ated soil 

which :;upplJ the'wants of ~he Arjbs, who have built their 

wretched mill!. 1mb within the court of this magnificent 

structure .. TI;c origin of Paltv),ra is invoh'cu in the same 

obscp.rity with that of Balhec, and no mention occul'$ of it 

in Ranum histury before the age of Mark Antony, who 

attempted tn plunder it; but the inhabitants escaped with 

their illost valuable ~ff'ecls across the Eup~rate§, the p .. 58.ge 

of w~ich lht'y defended. The city was foroler1y remukable 

for the ricilllesll of the !lSil rmd the pleasant streams in its 

immeoiate neighbourhood, though lIurrounded on all si.des 
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by Ii Vf!;st sandy desert. Thcse IIpr.i.gs of wat~r fcndered it 

a most important station to the COlllme"rcecanicd 011 at tlmt 

period between the Mediterranean and thc Euphrates; and 

dIe inh.,bitants of Palmyra were rich and hll.:mious mer~ 

chants, sclling tile commodities of India and Arahia to 
• 

the ·UolDans. but othcrwi::.e- little known, and sedulously 

abstailJil;g from all .interfereuce in the wars or politics of 

olhe{ nations. In the time of Caracalla it became a.colony 

of the empire, and the importance of its situation, all Ii 

bulwark against the encroachments of the Persians, induced 

(;allienu8 to associate the Palmy rene citizen Odenathus in 
• 

the sO\'ereignty, ¥nder the tItle of Augustus; the history 

of the achievements und misfortunes of~hi~ ;idow Zenobia, 

who assumed the dignity of Queen of the East, are known 

to e\'cry olle. Since the conquest of A.urclian, who put an 

end to the tt"dcle and liberty of Palmyra, the city feU into, 

decay; but its ruins are at this" daJ ill il !>tMtc pf astonishing 
• • 

presen'ution, partly to be ascribed to tbe Cl..tremc qrJllcs$ of . -
the climate, but chiefly, perhaps, to the dist8.IH~C of any other 

city, in the building of wl:ich its ~ateria(g might be em· 

pJoyt'<I. Thc Sheikh of Palmyra, who depends for' thc 

protection of his sOlall tribe upon the powerful a8Si~tan('c of 

the Anasees, rcceived me with great civility. and his hut was 

Anon Aurreunded 6, some of the Snchufi· Arabs, who were 
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encamped willi four thooUlnd camels i~ the neighbourhood. 

awaiting the deci"sion of the Palha of Dam8lcus. on the 

i;usiness of the contract for co~veying the cant.van of 

pilgriml to Mecca. They were in hope9 that the differences 

between the Palha and the AmlleeS would not be terminate(i 

amicably, lind were come to' offer themselves and t\\;ir , 
calliels for the performance of that service. 

Tbe~cbief question put to me was, If it were ~rul;. liS 

reported, that Mahanna, .the father of N asar, had been 
tbY.d by the Pasha of Dama~cus? an e~prcssion employed 

to signif)' the vrcsent of a pellsse, which would bave been an 

indication that pt'..II.ce and good understan9ing hud been re

established. An answer in the affirmative, {rum my guide, 

which was partly corroboruted by myself, induced them to 

think of leaving Palmyra, and alJandoning all hopes of the 

profitable employment they had come in ~t'Jlrrh of. 

This tribe of Ambs is famous fo. its breed of horses, and 
. . 

its occupation of ostrich-hunting; and they offered nu~, 

predolls (0 their departure, s~me skins of these birds, at 

from lour hundred to five hundred piastres a-piece. 

0;) my return from Palmyra, we were chased all night 

by five Antba., wbom we contrived to elude and deceil'e, 81 

to our numbe .... by taking care alwaya to ride in ameli a 
. \ 

luanne.r that they cvu1d opt c1O&Ctly ascertain the It~gth 
of our party. When t¥y were on our flank. we formed 

in lipz:; and, when they came in the rear, we rode one 
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after the 0Ib0r. We p<ri>rtIIed the di_d: to tea......, 
in eighteen hours, ~d were again lOd,ed in the ~ _ 

the Maronite prieaL The Chriltiaia !Uld known Sheikh 
lbrahim. and &hewed 'IAC • paper drawn up by hlip. in 

.Arabic, containing di~ as to tbe mode of vacciaatioa. 
• • It appttared that7 during t~ stay of Mr. Burckhanit in this 

cOUl1try, many of the D8tivesof Karietein were dym,ofdae 

8w¥lI-po~ and he supplied the priest. with a laooet,.aDd was 

Itteky enough to procure lOme ~anoloU8 matter Immediately 

mOl the cow. '('he expenu.lent had been tried, 10 the 6rat 

i.stance. OIl be boys, who were bribed to lubmit.to It b.v .. 

preaent of ten piastres to each; the operation bad pt"rfectJy 

ItUeceeded. and' been. repeated on . m~nY other of the 

inbabitanb; but. untortu~tely, the lancet given by Sheik" 

Ib18him to the priest, had heeD Jost, and he had, c~ 

qucntly, dieooDt\nued the practice: it was with gteat ... 

faction I Wal eoablea to 8uj>pl,f IllS ~ from. a sma. 

calle of surgical inlltrUmenta whiolt I r.arri~ abopt'wlth rmo. 

Between Karietein aDd p,e camp of Na4r, I met: mao, 

of tbe An.ReI'os their marcb. with their ~ and Aock" 
.. hoca the want of water in Ute aeigtabourhood ~ Dei; Athie. 

IIa4 .-,..... ... break up d>oir eneano""""". 
1 "',ed .. i<Io)!lloikA 111 ... _ day .. duriog wlrielo he 

*'" ..... pricle no _iog, me His py.bouDd .. lilte 
Alb,n ... dep. ..rita HMbrJNlll taij.., that he kept for 6unting . . . . .. ....a.pe, 'hio .. wit .. ,.,tb .. hldI b •. ~ the 

j .. 
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partridge ant' the hare\: and &orne o,f his finest hurse9, 

particularly one fot which he had lately exchanged camels. 

estimated at two thomand piastres. He told me, if I 

woQld stay with him a year. he ~ould take me 'to tile 

borders of the land of Yemen, for the territory su~j~t 

to the Anasees extends to Bagdad and ~he Persian gulf. 

On the evening of the third day, he accompanied me 

to tbe v,illage of Deir Athie, and hirt-d mul~ to ~orwey 

me to Horns, distant twenty-two hours. Before my arrival 

at tbat place. I stopped at a ruined clIa.n, near which 

were asse!'lbJed seH~ml pilgrims on their road to Damascus. 

Amongst their t,cnts. J ventured to ric down to sleep in the 

shade of one of a splerldid appCDnmce, WhiCh, as it turned out 

.afterwards, belonged to a Turk, W~lO was trnclling with his 

wwes and attendants in great state to Mecca. My uppear

&lice in the common dress of a Bedoueen w,ns not calculated 

to procure me ~"ch resrec:l, ando my repose was rather 
• 

UDceremoniousiy dIsturbed by olle of bis st"rvants; but, it, 

being explalneti ~hat 1 was an E;nglishman. the Turk came 

out of his toot, and apologized for the mistake and condu('t 

ofbi. dOroeH.tic. At Homs, I beard that my Tartar and two 

servant. "eM gone 00 to Hamab, trawelling with ten 8Oldier,s 

88 a guard, and under the name of person~ of great con

sequence. At that pfllce I o,vertook them, and changing my 

Arab costume for Turkish dOIlies, we proceeded, by Marra,. 

to Aleppo. A short distance on this .ide ihat city, \,elpll 
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in with the Persian I1adg, amon."'ting to st"en thousand 

pilgrims. travelling ' in a body; ·Cor.''pal'lties of Arabs weru 

observable on the edge of the desert; on the watch to pick 

up anx straggien.. I was hospitably received in the hQ.use 

of Mr. Barker, our Consul at Aleppo, aod passcd three 

da}'s in the society of the brother of that gentJeman. The 
. . " 

road to Antioch, and by Scanderoon, to Adana, over the 

ro~~ntic scenery of 'Mount Taurus, to Erech, Konieh, Eski-
S?ehr: and Isknik, brought me, at the el.piration of eleven 

days and nigbts,to the entrance of the canal of the Bolphoru .. 

From Scutari [ crosst:d to Pero, where J was received with . 
every PQl.sible ~indness by the family of his Excellency. 

!ir Robert Liston. 

The above imperfect itinerary, which I have ventured t(I 

lubmit to the Public, requires all its indulgence; for,. tile 

reader will but too justly remark, that, .in perforDling die 
• • 

hurried e1peditlOn, of .. luchol have endlilBvooured to gi'Pe all 
• • 

outline, I seem to have mounted the II courser 0' the coioul , -
of gold," praiaed by the Ion of Shedad; aftd dflSCribed in 

the beautiful lilnplicity of ianguag~ that f~ms the charm 01 

his extraor"inary romance, as a ,teed .. whose rider ~ay Ix 

.. in the morning at T~met, and in the evening at Aleppo· / ...... 
THE END! 



NOTES ON MOSCOW. 

ErtTcir·Haus.-Page 9. 

THE dimensiODJ· of this building, Mtuated opposite th~ Troitsky. or 
Trinity-Gate, OD the IIf(Id:t !ride of the Kremlin: are five hundred and lixty 

• • 
feet long. and one hundred and sixty-eight feet broe.d. TIle number of 
troops that can be eJ:erciaed'in it, is ~'O thousand infantry •. or Ofte 

tbousand cavalry; but a battalion of the former,' or a squadron rIf ;he 
1Mter, are e.ll that aile usually ~uvred in it. ~ degree of cold, eqlal 
to- 10' Reaumur, is thottgftt IItrfficirt to warradt the W!e of ~ bI.IIlding 
lOr the evoludous of the troops, but much more depend~ ~ Ihe .. eather 
beiu«wet,wiad1,orsnowy. Itwu begun in ~"'P.TtagofI817.the 
latter eDd of Apql. e.nd fi~ by the !rut of 8,ptember of the same 
year. It is entirely of brid, with the exception' of the soubftsemcut 
which is ~ "Mb land-scone brought from a plaee caJled Pitgrino. 
about tweDty-etgIu vema from Moecow. aDd four vents from Muhlr.ovl1; 
from wbeDCe COIDeI!I aho the 10ft: cbafk-etone'wit.b which IllOSt of the 
IOUbllM!mellt8 af ~ bouwls in M08COW are faced. 

The ... of W.o.:I-m-1Wl 1I two ~UfOIro...:I and "",~nty·fi\>e fuel; :11 b..-ltb 
_'feIIC)'.k reet. 7be.1'-' aalooa of tiM Pal...., <kll .. GII,UIJI., at T'acj~. t&~. 
11..- r.et -.. ODe 11I1II_d feec ~,.oo or. bllJldftd (<<1 bJ(h-
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Tilt: "'eight of the statues is seven thou!.aod ponds. (~xty·tbree 
poudB equal one toll English), 1Uld th6 groups in bronw weigl. 

• 
twelve hundred, pouds. 

The able ICUlptor and councillor of state, M. Martos ·, made}llf 
model in plll!lter, and the chief foun~er and cou~i11or of (:o!'ct,re, M. 
Y.kimolf, cui them in uronze at St. Petersburgh, on the sth of April, 
1816. In the beginning of June, 1817, the lItatues, under the care of 
1be Corp!" of EngineeJ'll belonging to the department of " the- Water 
Communication," were conveyed ~p the river Volga, as far liS N~·uey 
Novgorod, the scene of the story \\ hich they represent; \\ here. hllving 
been shortly ~p05ed to the view of the inhabitants, they \lcrc carried 
up the rivetlOcca, to the town of Kolomna; from "lienee, by the river 
M05CYa, they I't8c~.their final destioatio~. Ttw;pedcstlll, CONi:!tiog 
of immense ·square blocks of granite, '1'8.5 brought also by the same 
conveyance. On the 20th of Februarj', 1818, a' grand ceremony took 

place on the eJposu~ of the monument to the PuhlW:. Twenty thouaand 
troopa were paraded by hill imperial Maje!!ty in the great area .. 'ben! 
t1¥ Jtatue~ are placed .. called the KrasDOi Ploshad .. and they defiled in 
eolul\IN before th;e A~ of Miron and -Pojarsky. and the imperial 
family ~tat!ooed in front. 1be bas- reltef5. on one side of she pedeataJ. 
repreaent u,e inhabilfnls of Ni:ruey Novgorod briDgng their je~eb • • 
and most valuaLie efltcts to Prince Pojarsky; those on the odler eJ:-

bibit the Prince driving the Pules out of M06COW. 

Kremlin. 

EJ;;TuOaDJ.,uT ~tt:b was used in gclting'tbe Krenilla ready 
fOr the accowmodation of the EnlPeror; for •• early to the .priDl/: bf i 8.tS 
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(he Palace Wa.3 Il complete ruin, but on the 4th of iugust tt the &ame 
year, his Majesty a.rriV!d here and resided in it. 

PapulatIOn. 

Ih:FQRt. tile l.'unllilgration, tile number of wooden and brick hou&ea 
in Moscow, Ilmou~ to oioe thouSIUld one hundred and Jifty-eight; 
now they Ilre, accordmg to the Idst calculation, six thousand three 
hund(C\l and ei~htcen. 'This ~ould appear a very small number of 
hou~s fur so large !l capitlll; but it mu~t be taken into co~ideratiOb 
that some of the houses of Moscu", , tOgether with the buildings attached 

to ~hem. would ahllt{st form one of the SUlall squares of London. 

When the French quitted Moscow, there were only sixteen thousand 
mhai.lltant!!; but lugt wiuter, 181 i- IR, the p"pulation atnOUntet.\ to) tiU'eO 
hundred and twelve tbousalid. mcluding twenty-ope ;housa~d military. 

y'linuzle. 

THi. severe.t {lOst IWlt ",inter, 1817-18, was C<Ullfl to -!2S" Re&um~ 
in l'eter~bUlgh they \IIlU -60 ; bta last wmOOr WlU> reclonld rat£er &. 

Inllt! one, for the quantity of suow W8J! unusually 1;Wl.t; the pest proof 
'of It!!mildue!>II, for, in very severe weather tbe"re (lills !tut htO~ suow· , 

AKONG tllf' specimellJ broaght by Mr. Legh fi'OID tile ooghbour

hood of tbe Dead ~d Petra., the foJlo",j~ occur; 

• 
• rUT llInt ~~"!&I'I I &11\ ,nd .. bIood to the k,ndn .... "r & fr .. nc! ~.c.bhlhcd '" 

Ruw.; but I "'Sf" 11,.1 lhe COIllT!lUhOCIUOII , .m!\!l'J \.~ 10 ~ ",.uI .. d W IhIllI:CO<lnt 

of MoolOw. Cl)])(a'Deo\lQ I~ lint ,fb.pIl'T. 
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Flint OOt hu 'been appaieody embedded in a Wcam:MII rock. .i.: 
boUN IlOUth of Hdn'OU. 

From the M)uth-eut COBSt.of the Dtp.d Sea, the fngruelltll that have 
fallen down from the rocu to the right Of the road tha.t leads to Karrac. 
art \-eo and brown bornstooe porphyry, in the latter of ... hich the feldspar 
is much decomposed, Sj-cnite, breccia. and a heavy ilIack amygdaloid, 
cootaiDing .. -hite specks apporentJy zeolite. 

NQ,t far from Sbubac, llhd in the vicinity of tllc~tmatJ..ed ~ D'An_ 
,ilk's OlI.p (Pattilu-chatus HicrosolymitlUluS)' ns ~ po:iition of antiem 
COPlX!'" mines, are specimens of Scoria. 

The rna in which the Clcavated tDln~ and temples of Peu. eKi.~t, 
is an indurated sand-stone, genemlly red, 001 in some places variegated 
by stripes of~, yello~ . and other colours. 

The summit of Mount Hor is an extremely compact quartzose SUld· 

.1One: very heavy. from a great impregnation of iron, The spocirneos 
of coocrete !!lilt, coDected from the '9uthem extremity of the Dead Sea. 
lire not deliqbescellt, aDd teelll to consist entirely of muriate of sOOll, 

,&,n .. " ... ~ _TU"';;:"~ -;;-... ~ ftu,'" .. --
- - - - ~- -


