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TRAVELS, 
Ife. Ife. 

CHAPTER I. 

Difficulty of procuring Hi.torical Recordl for a History 'If Ioannina­
Cursory View of the different Nation. who have itl4abited Epirut-Con­
jectures on the Origin of Ioannina-Its History in the Middle Agel­
Its Capture by the Turks-Story of Dionysiu. tile SkIo60pnul-Pre­
sent Condition qf Ioanni7&a in Public Buildings, Schools, ~.-Commerce 
-Produce of it, Soil-Food of the Inhabitants-Climate-Diseo ........ 
Cruel I"stance of Ali Pasha's Tyranny. 

I HOPE I shall not ad contrary to the reader'. inclination by 
commencing this vo1ume with a few historical details respecting ~he 
city in which we at this time resi~ed; especiaHy since it has been 
hitherto very slightly noticed by travellers. Indeed the difficulty of 
collecting any accurate information respecting it is very great, since 
neither in its origin, nor in its early progress towards grandeur, was it of 
consequence enough to engage the particu1ar attention of historians: 
they merely mention it casuaHy, and in a very unsatisfactory manner. 
Many historical documeots however are said to have once existed in. 
the archiv .. of loaonina; but I was informed that all or greatest part 
ofthesehad been destroyed by Mahomet Effendi, Ali's prime minister, 
to .hew hi. sovereign contempt for the literature of the Frank.. I paid 
a vi.it to this extraordinary character for the purpose of rescuing, if 

YOLo lJ. B 



\lEW OF TilE DIFFERENT NATIONS 

possible, some of these fL'Cords from destruction, b~t he put me off with 
a declaration that he had nonc at all in his possession: the vizir himself 
had no better success, although he condescended to make an applica­
lion to the minister in my behalf. Just before we left Ioannina however 
1 ,was fortunate enough to procure a considerable number of extracts 
relating to its annals which had been copied at various times by a very 
learned anu respectable Greek gentleman, before the originals came 
into the possession of Mahomet: of these I shall make considerable 
use in the latter part of the prescnt memoir. 

Defore however we enter upon the particular history of this city, it 
wiJI be right to advert, as briefly as is consistent with the connexion 
of events, to the various tribes who. have acted a part upon the 
theatre in which it is situated . In yery early ages Epin-IS was in. 
habited, as I hal'c before observed. h)' fourteen semibarburous nations, 
intermingled with many Grecian colonies. North of these lay the still 
more rude and savage Illyrians, with whom the Epirotic tribes became 
insensibly intermingled-, They were long defended from invader!> 
not more by their own valour than by the lofty chains of moun­
tains that intersect their rugge4 country, and prevented the Gred .. ~ 
from subduing them. In process of time the l\Iolossi first emergeo 
from the state of surrounding barbarism: Tharyps, their patriotie 
prince, improved both the manners and the language of this nation; 
Philip king of wlaceUonia raised them into notice by his nnion with 
OJympias, sister of Alexander their so\'ereig~ and Pyrrhus spread 
around. them the glory of martial exploits and consummate military 
,kill. Before this time hOlVever the IIlyrian provinces had been 
united, though with no very firm bond, to the Macedonian dynasty, 
under which they remained till the defeat of Perseu,: but the period 
DOW approached when the Romans, those inveterate enemies of every 
thing great, and Doble. and free in all other nations, took a severe re-
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vcnge for the invasion of Pyrrhl.1s: after variou!S and cruel ravages in 
the Illyrian, lEtolian, and Macedonian wars, the whole country was laid 
waste by the Consul lEmilius Paulus, wholie fierce army in one day 
sacked seventy citie~·; sold ]60,000 of the wretched inhabitanls into 
slavery, overthrew their waJls, and left them in a state of ruin whieh at 
this day attests the fury of those inhuman conquerors. 

After this scene of destruction the Epirotic nations were governed hJ 
Roman prefects, Macedonia being divided into four distio'ct provinces, 
called Macedonia the First, Second, Third, and Fourth; in which latter 
were comprised the lIIyrian tribelt. When Augustus separated tbe 
provinces of the empire into Imperial, and Prretorian or Senatorial, he 
left amongst the latter class Macedonia and IIIyri., with Epiru8, 
which, conjointJy with Acamania., iEtoiia, Thessaly, and the rest of 
Grecia Propria, formed the province of Achaia.:t.. Tiberius took Mace. 
dania and Aehaia into the number of Imperial provincc~. but the,. 
were restored again to the senate by Claudill'lI. U oder the reign of 
Constantine the Great, 111yricum and Epirus were compriijed in the 
province of Pannonia and governed by an officer with the appellation 
of vice-pr",fec~. 10 the division of the empire after tbe deatb of 
COllstantine, lIIyricum Macedonia and Greece, witb Italy and Africa, 
acknowledged the sovereignty of Constans his youngest 80ft, who after-

• A.A.C.IGtS. . 
+ MAKE6.0NlA npOTH, .6.£n'EPA, TPITH. TETAPTH. I hav8 ieeD many 1Il8da1. rellting to 

these diriaiODt. OD8 i.in the JXIIIB8IIion or my friend Mr. Parker, on the obY_ of which i. I beeuti~ 
fill female head wjth • diadem, and on tbe reTene a knotted club 'IlrTouncl.d. wilb III oak "r1lnd aDd 
the leseud-
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N. 

t Dion C .... t liii. \ it. Btrt.b. 1. 'nit. tub fiu. 
, TIC. Ann. I. i. e. 18. 
a DiOD CUI. I:r. \ t4. 8\1etollo e. Ill. 
, RoQle and Coultlntinople at thi. time ",.re governed by pret'&cta. under "born ,.ice.-pmfecta ad. 

mia_red jutice in the PfO';nc.. Zo.ilna, 1. ii. p. tOO. Pancirolul, p. un. Cod. Ju.tiu. l xii. 
"" H ADd 67. 
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VIEW OF THE DJII'\!'ERENT NATiONS 

ward. put hi. elder brother to death and seized upon the throne of 
Constantinople: after his own murder by Magnentius, the veteran 
general Vetranio, who had been governor of the Illyrian provinces, 
usurped the purple. Epirus, with the rest of Greece, appears to have 
benefited by the taste and liberality of Julian, who repaired many of 
its cities, especially Nicopolis, where he celebrated and restored the 
Actian games to a considerable degree of splendour. 

At the elevation ofTheodosius to a participation of irnpcrial honours, 
the pnefccturc oflllyricum was dismembered, whil~t TlJcs~alollica was 
strongly fortified against the incursions of barbarians, and made the capi~ 
tal of all the Illyrian provinces. No ravageswhich thl'se countri('s "miter­
ed since the day. of lEmiliu! Paulus, are to be compare<l with those in­
:ft.icted on them by Alaric iu his invlision of Greece at the latter end 
of the fourth century, when he retre ated froUl Peloponnesus. after his 
def.at. by Stilicho: through the timid policy of the Byzantinc court this 
Gothic gen..-al was himself created prefect of III yricum, from whence 
be issued to plunder the fruitful plains of Italy. 

In the middle of the fifth, century, under the <ontemptiblc reign of 
Theodosius the younger, these provinces were again afflicted by the 
scourge of war in the hands of AttiJa, nor did they suffer much less 
in the subsequent devastations committed by Genscric and his Van_ 
dal •. 

Near tbe middle of the sixth century they were laid wa.te, together 
with tbe rest of the European empire. by a terrible incursion of Huns 
or Bulgarians, so dreadful, says Gibbon. as almost to efface the memory 
of past inroads·: these barbarians spreading from the suburbs of Con~ 
stantinople to the Ionian gulf, destroyed thirty-two cities or cnstles, 
razed Potid",a to the ground. and then repassed the Danube, dmgging 
at their borses' tails 120,000 subjects of Justinian, wbiiot 3,000 Sclavo­
nian. plundered with impunity the cities, of D1yricum and Thraee . 

• Vol. i'(. p. HI. 



WHO HA VB INHABITED EPIRUS. 

On the contraction of tbe Byzantine empire after the death of 
Heraclius, it was divided into districts called 'l'hemes, ~eventeen of 
which were included in the A~iatic, and t\veh·c in the Europl':m part. 
One of these was called the Macedooiaa Theme, anuther the Theme of 
Nicopolis, comprising old Epirus and Acarnania, another of 'l'll(':;salo~ 
nica, and a fourth of Dyrachium, which was the capital of those southern 
IIlyrian tribes, comprehended under the title of New Epirus or 
Provincia Pr~valjtana. 

or all the barbarous nations which overran that part of the Byzan­
tine empire DOW called European Turkey, none I c nt fortb such jm~ 
mense and continual hordes as the Bulgarians. From the middle of 
the sixth century to the rail of Constantinople in the fifteenth, this wild 
and fierce people isauing from tbe vast plains of Russia, Lithuania, and 
Poland,spread themselves over the "nest provinces. sometimos being de~ 
feated with terriule slaughter, at others obtaining settlements by force 
of arms or the weak policy of the em peroN, to whom they paid a nl)~ 
minal suhjection, or exacted tribute from his coffefij accor~ling to their 
own circumstances. They occupied very considerable . districts in 
Epirus and 1l1yricum, in which country, about the Jatter part of' the 
ninth century they c8tablishcd their capital at Achris or Oehris, the 
ancient Lyc hnidus, to whose ruler, named Pett'T, the emperor Ro­
manus gave the title of king, together with his gralld-daughtcT....,n 'of1lal'~ 
riage. Tl1is capital wus in the beginning of the 10th century destroyed 
by Basil II. surnamed' the Bulgarian-Killer., (/3t1A"IIIPO I(T';~Of.) At the 
sacking of the city, he found a treaslire consi!ting of 10,000 pounds 
weight in gold, but his cruelty left an indelible stain upon hi. charac­
ter which no valour could obliterate: he blinded 15,000 of his captives, 
leaving 8 lingle eye alone to one out of each hundred, tbat he might 
lead his coolpanions to the presence of their sovereign: that com~ 
passionate prince i •• aid to have died with grief at the sight, but the 

. , . " 
• Acropolita, c. xi, 
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6 VIEW OF THE DIFFERENT NATIONS 

unfortunate victims lived to excite the spirit of revenge in a succeeding 
generation, and bequeath it to their posterity. But though the Bul­
garians lost Achris they 8tm continued in possession of other districts, 
and by the end of the tenth century had extended themselves to the 
most southern parts of Epirus, being masters of the city of Nicopolis-, 
Probably at this time the Albanians were driven by these and other 
invaders into the more inaccessible parts of the country, from whence 
they emerged about a century after the destruction of Achris and began 
to act a more important part upon this theatre. 

Conjointly with the Bulgarians we often find the Servians mentioned 
by the Byzantine historians as making inroads and establishments in 
the eastern empire. These people were of a SciavoDian origin, and 
chiefly establi!jheu thcmseh'es upon the Danube, in that district which 
8tiJJ bears their marne: they were governed by an hereditary monarch, 
under the title of Cral, a Sc1avonic word signifying king, and in the 
twelftb century they are mentioned by Cantacuzene as having colonies 
and settlements in the southern part of Macedonia, towards the borders 
ofThessaly, where a city remains to this day, which testifies theirdomi­
nion by its appeIJation of Servia. Even 80 early as in the tenth cen .. 
tury there is reason to believe that nearly all Greece was colonised and 
inte~persed with various tribes of Sclavonian descent, who contributed 
to a1ie.the manners and debase the language of its peoplet. Among 
these tribes a very curious people were found, who still exi'Bt in con­
siderable numbers, retaining all their peculiarities of language habits 
and customs, amidst the mountain ridges of Epirus and Macedonia. 
The.e were the Vlakhi or Valachians, whose dialect, containing. large 
intermixture of Latin words, supplies a reason for referring their origin 
to tbe Roman colonies planted in Dacia and Maosi. by Trajan and his 
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successorlS. The original ValachiaDs were so warlike that they fre­
quently endangered the very seat of empire", but their descendants 
are a peaceable, inoffensive race, addicted principally to pastoral occu~ 
pations. They were extirpated in the more northern districts by the 
conquering arms of the Turks, and the remnant DOW found were pre~ 
served in the mountain fastnesses oftbe soutb. 

It seemed as jf each tempest of war that troubled Europe cast a 
wave upon the devoted shores of this country, and that everyemigratory 
inundation left a portion of :slime upon its plains. In the latter part of 
the eleventh century Robert Cuiscard and his son Bohcmond led their 
fi~rce adventurous Normans out of the kingdom of Apulia, in which 
they had been lirrn,ly established, to attack the frontiers of the eastern 
empire on the other side of the Adriatic. Their first enterprise was the 
siege ofDurazzo, which was bravely defended by its govecnor George . 
Palreologus till the arriyal of the Emperor Alexius Comnenust. TJlis 
enterprise not only introduces the Albanians for the first time into his~ 
toricalnotice, a people destined hereafter to act so conspicuous a part 
in the annals of Epirus, but occasions the earliest mention of Ioannina, 
the capital of their extended empire. 

After an unsuccessful battle fought by Alexius under the walls of 
Durazzo, he fled to Acheis, leaving a Venetian garrison in command 
of the citadel, and the city itself under i1e government of Cq~ii;corta 
an Albanian chieftain t. The victorious Robert deliberated for some 
time whether he shou.ld press the siege, as the season was far advanced, 
or retire into winter quarters at Glabinitza, and rf)oCommcnce opera~ 
tions in the ensuing spring. A secret correspondence which he entered 
into with one of the Venetian garrison determined him to remain, and 

• They contributed chieRy. with the Bulgtri.p and othe~ Dortbtlrn tribes. to gain the baltle of Adri­
aDOple, "hicb led 10 the OIpultiou of Baldwin.from t~.B"z.aDtino tbrone, A. D. ~~5. The Vlrokbi of 
Epiru. are called KliT{o-B"'xOf. (Of lame Vlak.bl) to dirotUlgul!Jb them frOID tIw ongln.1 seulen Oil m. 
Danube !lamed Mavpo.n"' Xtll (or bla.ck Vlakbi.) . 

+ F'-.lber ofilla celebrated ADoa tbe hi.tome. TbtNep comtneDCed in JUDe, A. D. 1081. 
:t: .\riDIC COlJ)D. Alex. 1. if •• ub 60. 



EARLY 1U8TORY or lOANNINA. 

the city wa. delivered up on the Rlh of February, 1082. After this 
success he was recalled to Italy by a rebellion amoog his own states-, 
and Jeft.8 IOn Bohemond to prosecute the war. 

T.i, celebrated warrior trod in the footsteps of his V~toriOU8 father. 
According to the account of Anna Comnena he led his troops through 
the beart of Epirus, and occupied a most important a'Ad advantageous 
station at loannina, fortifying its castron Of citadelt and repairing the 
walls, whilst he L'Tltrenchetl his army amongst the beautiful vineyards 
in its "IClDlty. From this post he sent out parties to ravage the adja­
cent towns: these committed so many enormities that the emperor once 
lUorc collected an anny with all possible expedition a:nd marched fortb 
to give them battle. In the conflict which ensued urHler the walls of 
loannina, and which lasted from the rising to the sdting of the sun, 
the imperial forces were totaJly ronlcd, nlthough Alexius, according 
to the partial but very pardonable account of Jlis filial historian, per~ 
iormed prodigies of valour, stuDding like a vast tower opposed to the 
raging waves of battle, remaining till his best troops and officer!! were 
all cut in pieces around him, and (hen only flying to preserve himself 
for better hopes and greater dangers. 

'rhe course of events hath tl108 brought 1:1s to the city of {oannina: 
we shall hoW'ever have oecasion to dwell for a tihort time only upon its 
early' ittJ'.J)sls; since no historan has left us any account of its origin, 
or progl't'ss, or the character of its people, in those ages when human 
beings were reduced to the lowest poinl of ut>gradation and all the 
..,ergies of mind corrupted or destroyed by the enervating influence of 
the Byzantine government: neither does it derive any imporlance 
from its conotiXKm with literature and the fine arts, nor olaim a share 



omtM!:01'URK~ OK THE ORIOIN OF lOANN1NA. 

of that partiBlity which ,we so indelibly Bcquire for tbe Grecian .name. 
Its 80",,1. Bre enveloped in aD obscurity which I 11m afraid no labour 
of researcb can flOW dissipate: its inhabitants have passed from the 
face of the earth without leaving Bny Iraces of their existence that can 
enable us to enjoy their triumphs Of sympathize io thej.r misfortunes, 
and even those .which an imperfect history endeavours to desjgna~, 
appear like .h.dow. in the twilight, which the eye call barely distin_ 
guish from the surrounding gloom. The sole interest connected with 
Ioannina resh, for a bat;is, upon the character and exploits of its pw­
sent rult'r, who, during a series of the most eventful circumstnnces, has 
raised it Ii'om the head of a small pash.lic to be the capital of Old and 
New Epirus. 

Respecting the first foundatiun of this city nothing is certain. 
Some refer it to the celebrated John Cantacuzene, otht'rs to Michael 
Ducas and an unknown despot TllOlU~S· , others again tu an t"qually 
unidentified despot J olto: bQt many things seeln to denote that its 
fuundation took place long before the title of despot was given to the 
Tuler of a province: nor an it be surprising that the security of its 
site, the fertility of its plains, the advantage of its spacious and mag­
nificent lake, the barriers of its llIountaiu ridges, sllould aUruet the eye 
of the citizen and the soWicr, both as an agreeable residence/ und an 
impregnable fortress. There can be no doubt but that it was occupied 
in ,"'cry early ages of tbe Byzantine empire. From Anna Comnena, who 
first makes mention of it in the elc\·enth century, we find llJllt its calltron 
or citadel was then dilapidaled alld repai,·td hy the "dllant lluh('llllllld: 
many ccnturit.'8 therefore had probably elapsed before this dilapidation 
Wok place, through neglect and cOQfidence; for the very .iletlce of hio­
tory ~ncerning it affords presumptive {'vidence that its commanding 

• .,.hi. epilloi.,a IeftDI \0 ba .. .mea from _ moct\I~t.1 illlCription di.co.ertd in dig'-g fOf the 
ICHunl.uooi of. bo_ in JoaOGlfI_, which tisni," HERE LllI:8 DUKh " 'HOMAIS, OOVt:R­
NOUR OF lOANNINA, Tbi. Mr. JOD. UW, btl, I did .)lot : illww ••• r flO." notJu .... wlIb re­
prd \0 taw founcletioa. of Uae ely. 
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situation ..posed awe, and respect upon invaders. A minute iospeo· 
tion of(~m~ ancient ruins still remaining in the castroD inclined me 
to~ the origiual edifice to the age of Justinian, who, as we Jearn 
'n.n .Ptocopius, erected innumerable castles and fortresses througbout 
aH 'parts of his dominions, particularly in Epirus and Macedonia·: 
;ttie style of building too very accurately coincides with other edifices 
attributed to that emperor, especiaJly with one at Konizza, situated at 
the distance of one day and a half from Ioaonin.. What light may 
be thrown upon the matter by the following inscription, which I 
copied at the mosque of the serai, which slands upon the site of an 
ancient church, is left to the decision of those who afC hetter ac­
quainted njth pttireug,<tphy lhan myself·t, 

-_ .. _. ---~-----------

• He i. mentioned by thi, author a~ ID.."" T~" E>.MiDa ~,~" toi, ~patfl' he gi'et Jills of 
the fort, built and r"Paired. or wbicb thOle in Old and Ne" Epiru. alODe 'amounted to 44 built, 
and 50 ... ,.ired. De A!:dif. 1. i", e. 1. 'Till ft'Jlf)(fi rlz. ip",..a.,a i" roif Xl"Plo.c O' ... ¥'fGI'GfUVOf. 
4 ... , d')'pUt u'a'l'Ot ,; "'0)' d. ... .,."rrdp"rura •• "T"i fllX"',J"¥ 'll'ptioro'II',j, ; .... v. il'Ti,g.;: n nil I" 'If'witptt Tp 
" "if clat ? "Mnof ~,.,. Lib. i", c. '1. 

t The name. wbich il .h'.J' wriUea ia the pl1lhl1 number Ta ·IW<i.~"u'a. le,d, UI to ,uPP01I(I th.t its 
i1!uaedlate fouad.er .... eome penon of lbe Dame of 'I"""'tt. or J ohu: ~W'il(l we mipt 'Ulpect, 
.......uD« otber cifcUiD ..... "';th it, 'M' ill appell.tioll ,..u dcriv:ad.. from loaruIiDa, tbe d ltugbt. 
_d,IOMI bei_ of the ar.., ~Ii.ariu .. no w .. forcibly married to Anutuius, who i. called thII 
~o (~fpl~') of the Empr ... Tbeodora. (Procop. Hisi. Aroau. c. iv. v.) Gibbon "o..w. 
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}'rom the time of the Norman invasion, loannina. ,eems to have , 
been totally unnoticed by historians till the capture of CO>lStantinQpie 
by the Franks, aud the consequent foundation of the great despotale 
of' Epil'us, or of tbe West, as it is sGllletime. called, by Michael An­
gelo., a bastard .on of' John the Sebastocrator. This Michael had 
married 8: daughter of the governor of Durazzo, which gave him such 
an interest in the western provinces, that he quickly suWued and 
united under his sway Epirus, Acarnania, and lEtoJia, with the strong 
cities of )ounniua, Arta, and Naupactus·. Michael having "5ent for 
his b,'ol hN Theouore, who resided at the court of Lascaris in N Icrea, 
and cledareu him II is successor in the despotate, was 5000 afterwards 
murdered in his bed, together with his wite, by onc of his owu domes­
tic~ named ROl1lffiUb. 

'j'llt'ool>rcllllglut:nt"u Ilis possessions hy conquc!;t. sub<luing not only 
Thcssaly hut the Bulgaf),llI district of Acilris, Albauon, or Alhanopo~ 
lis, and many other strong places in that vicinity t: he' defeated and 
took priSOIH'f Pelel' of COUl'tt!llay, the nt'wly-crowncd Emperor of 
Coustautinoph·, j'n the strong defiles of the Alhanian mountains be­
tween the territories of ])urazzo and Thcssalonica.t; and frem the 
dark c""prcssions of AtTopolita the historian, I agree with Gibbon io 
supposing tl.at he put him treacherously to death: having afterwards 
couqucrcd Dcmetrius son <1 the :l\1arquis llonifaccio, and taken pus-

trauslate the word ~lIyaTrnl"~ a ncphcw, contrary to it.. merming, wllich 9iA'oi fies a granosoll by the 
!laughtCl'1I side j and the historian In the ~cry n..,xl chaptcr call~ Ihis AnlI9t11~iu, To .. e(O~c:.PQ~ 
; .. ..,,0 .. 0 .. . 

• ·l ........ ; .. "' .. "up ~PX' 6<U "Ap7"'K' t:a< pixp' NQvlI'Uc.. Acropolilal Hist. c. viii . Ni~t. Ann . HaJ. 
duln. c. ill.. p. 410. So.-e a\..o Uu C&fIge Flm. Aug. BY1.:IOI p ..... 08. Ioanllina aDd Arlit ar~ menlioned 
aa the two ~rincipli ciliet of tru. despotate, in an anonymou_ poem writteQ Ilbuut Uall year !SOO, 
quoted by Colonel Lelk\l in hi, Reaeal'(:betl, p. 10t.i. . 

'HTIIY cl.v$-l,.1''1~ TijC nAGXlG~ 1:0:< &>"'1" Mi" 'D.Alt&", 
Tij~ • Aprir" "ilt 1'.;;,.1_ .... 1,."',. K(u 0,", r. ~,.1I'O'u.n· . 

t A.cTopoli~ ~ xiy. 
+ "f.,. nIi't rii IV./Xav. 2vcr)(llIplal/;.· AcropoL c. xi.,.. 
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session of ~lonicftt Theodore' caused himself to he' crowned em" 
peror ill't~\flt city hy Demetriu. Archhishop of A<lh,is, on the refu ... 1 
of €omt!ttrttine Metropolitali of The;salonica-. 

Wllen"rlteodore a .. ~med this ~m"ire it would !!<'em that he left th" 
~te of Epirus to Michliel Angelus, son of Michael Angelus No­
t1tfts, who was confirmed in his title by the EIJlI>eror V utaces. He 
..... w a vety warlike prince, valiantly oppo.ing and retaking many 
p"!f!esoi0ll8 from the great Manuel P.h"ologu., who recovered the By­
zlultine throne from the u.urplllion of tbe L.t.i.... At hi, death he len 
his Epirot;c and lEtoHan dominions to his son Nicephoru~ Angelult, 
S'UfDamed Ducas, together with the islands of Corcyra, Cepllalonia and 
Itba'caf. Du Cdllgc seems to be in error reMprcting the death of ~i­
cephorus, which, according to him, took place A. D. 1288; whereas 
he' is described by Cat:l:Utcuat'ne a.~ taking aD active part in the lEtolian 
wI11'II during tbe reign' of AndronicQ' junior, who .as not crowned till 
tbe y~ 1325 t . 

Hi. son Thomag, by Anna Palreogina, succeeded him in the despo­
tate of Epitus, being confirmed in its possession by Andronicus the 
elder, whose grand-daughter he mll'l'ried. He was slain by John 
Count of Zante and Cephalonia, who invaded bis dominions and mar· 
ried his widuw. 

After the death of the Emperor Andron\cui junior. and during the 
commotions that ensuro. upon the uaurpKtion of the Imperial throne 

• After thi. be conquerrd. mt.ny citi .. of Tbrace ••• 00& wbich tru Adriatlople, .Dd ad .. 1:Iced eft. 
to _til Mu,bI of CoMtaotinOSlle itlelf. tre •• dl ........... 1\00. bit (lOQqll" by • rupwre with tU. .Uy 
A.nn Iti .. of 1M &.\a-ri--- by .. hom be .... cWf".tId i. bwtdtt. taken prilClPer, .Dd •• .d of bit 
aitM. l1li • .n.er,.,,,,d.iiheftU!d f'rid. Aeropol. 0. J8) be -.oftNd the "IIIIJd~ of T~loQie. from 
bit brod_ Menuel, wbo had uwrped it in hi, "t--•• 'Mlt,.. ... tmed th4Ititle ., emperGl' to hi • ..,. 
Jobn, ...wains for bim .. lf that of d.pot. with 'M Met_ mloapmeDt.r ... in. 1'bll John howe..-
_ obiire' by tb.t Emperor V __ to .. , ...... w iM,.,.1 litle, thoup be "at .Uowed to I'l!tfoin 
thr.t of cleepot ~ witb IU, Fft'"IIMM. Hit ..... ,. .. ...uu- .,. ... MIlO&i.ed. by t~ hitto-
..... A~.... HI dt.t. A. D. lft4. 

+ Nie.ph. ~ L i .... pp-7e. PI. 
t CUlllCIIIMDe alIo ...... I0Il of ........ JaIua. _ il a ~ ....... .., _ ..... two of 

tm.MlDtI. 
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" 
by Jonn Cantacuzene, Stephen Duscian, eral or prince of Servia. Oyer­
ran Macedonia, 'fhessaly, and Epirus,.assumed the title of Emperor of 
the ROlllans,and mstitutec..l an order of knighthood w-ith all til€' dignita­
nes of a Dyzuntine court. He united the districts of loanniDa, Triccala. 
and Larissa under the command of one ofbis satraps, called Prelupua, 
constituting his brother Simon, or Sinissa, as he is sometimes called, 
despot of lEtolia and AcarnaDi.. After the deatb of Stephen, this 
Simon contended with his 800, the Cra! of Servia, named Uresis, or 
U rosius, for the throne, at which time, Prelupus also beinS dead, 
Nicephorus o took tbis opportunity of regaining greatest part of tbe 
despotate of tbe " ... t, forcing Simon to fix biB residence at Caltoria 
in M acedolli.: from thence bowever he returned upon the death 
of N;cephorus, who was slain in a battle with the Albanians n~r the 
source of the Achelous t, that people having now become very power­
ful, and estended themselves over the greatest part of Epirust. 

Simon, upon these tidings, returned into that part of his former 
territory, which was called Grecian Vlakia, of which Triccala was 
the capital: in this city be fixed his wife Thomai., and proceeded 
himself against lEtolia, which received him submissively, as al.o did 
Arta and Ioannin.. From these successes be was 8000 called away 
bJ the insurrection of a Servian chief named Clapenu., who had 
married tbe widow of Prel~us and taken up his residence in Berrhoea; 
from thence he made incursions upon the possessions of Simon, insti .. 
gated in all probability by his wife; for hi. enmity was lOOn appeased 
when Simon gave his daughtt>r, the beautiful and accomplished Ange­
lina, to Thomas, her IOn by Prelupufl . 

• c.a~ tall. Ibi. N~ •• IOD of Jeha DIlY of Acarnani .. whoM death ta. _lieu 
til.. ii . ., a 

t 80 1 taU the .. ,....;00 of c..tMU ..... who UJ' tbe baule took place.,. 1'1 X...,'AXIAb 
., ... ~~_. L. I • • e. a. He emplo~ -ame AliaW! 1latUai .~ ia ......... -, 

t Ce ... _. HiIt.,..un. 
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Simon ub'w. confi~eu his attention chiefly to the aff.irs of Vlachi.; 
be-ing unable to resist the arms of the Albanians., who took possession 
of lEtolia and Acarnania, which wel'e divided into two disu'icls, under 
cdmmanCl of the chieftains GhiDoll Buiaa and Peter Leoses. Ioaunma 
however resi!o>tcJ all their attempts to subdue it, and its spirited 
citizens heing reduced to great straits, sent a deputation to Simon, im­
ploring his as!)i~lallcc. But in avoiding a Icssel' c\"il Ihey unfortu­
natel), fell into a greah'f! Simon, with the forccll for thell' protection, 
!Sf'nt hack also as their gO\'l'I'l1or, his son-in-law Thomu~. whom my 
l\fS. dt.'si~natel!l by the gentle titlt.'6 of~ an imp of darkllt's~, and a son of 
Satan. With his princess l\ogdina, he made a triumphant entry into 
Ioanl'!ina amidst tile <tcdalJlalions ot the populace; he conducted him­
self for a short time with candour and moderation, but boon threw off 
the l1188k •. apd .appeared in all his native depravity. 

The firot uttttclr. made by this tyrant was upon the church and il8 

tleasurel, which he pillaged to enrich his Servian 1ollowers. driving 
the excellent bishop, Sebastian, into exile, and tuwing the cathedruJ, 
at\~r he had stripped it of its ornaments, into granaries and store-­
'botJses. He next raised his hand against the principal aod wealthiest 
of t~ inhabitants, confiscating their estates .... and .driving into clI.iie, 
without lIU'fCY. u1l CXC('pt .\ few, who, by the basClt cOluplianccs and 
vilest flattery ingrutiated tbemselves ill~ his favour. Amongst. 
these unworthy citizenh are particularjzed 6.,1~ Bardious, governor of 
San. Donatot. and Jobll Capsoc8.ades, who commanded ill llako­
vitza; these men were his chief couDseUors in iniquity and his asso­
ciates in debauchery. Amidst the tYl'annical acts of this monster, 
which became so great that even his own Servians deserted the city, 
none excited greater horror than that which he committt>d 3gainst 

' W" ' 

• Nt1 10ft, belGre:dM." .. tMY 1iaa gt8atly wnnoytd dte imperi.1 &;LJ IIWHh ma fort~ in the 
lUyrit.tt pto"t'i,. ... 1\IIrMIIM ... ~rely·cbuliwd (or tbeU ludll'ity Andronieut jan. lI'!riIted b( 
• formida.bW auxiliary force of A.i,tie Tarkl. C.o.taCU&, I. ii. c. n. 

t A place in tbe Hiabbourbood of Paramithia. 
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Elias Clauses, one of the best and ricnest of the ci~zens, whom 
he compelled to reveal his treasur~s by unheard-of cruelties, making 
him drink wate~ mingled witb asbes, and burning his naked body wit,h 
torches and brimstone, till he expired under the torment. 

During the government of this wretch in the year lS68, a terrible 
pestilence invaded Ioaonina, and swept otf great numbers of inha­
bitants: at its conclusion be forced all the rich widows who survi"'cd, 
to marry his despicable companions, and appropriated to his own 
use the property of the orphans. Whilst the unfortunate city was 
reduced to a state of misery by the oppressive Jaws, taxation, mono­
polies, and other burthens of its domestic tyrant, it was exposed to the 
greatestel:ternal calamities by an Albaniao invasion, under lleter 
Leoses, who was induced to retire by receiving great bribes, arII the 
haud of Ircne, Thomas~s daughter, in marriage. During the Dve 
succeeding years, in which the city was frec from aU incursions of tbe 
Albanians, the depravity of its governor continued to increase. 

In the mean time a second pestilence broke out in these parts, 
raging with particular violence in loannina and Arta. At the latter 
place Leoses himself fell a victim to it; after whose death a very 
celebrated chieftain, n~d Spatas, usurped the sovereignty, .and 
joined together under his ow formidable dominion, the two Alba­
nian principalities of lEtol and Acarnania. This warrior came up 
against Ioannina soon· ,fto/its sufferings by the plague, and was only 
diverted from sacking the city by receiving Helen, the tyrant's sister, 
in marriage, with a regal dowry. 

The despot, liberated from this last and most pressing danger, sunk 
deeper and deeper in iniquity, giving himself up to the goidance of 
a most abandoned miscreant named Michael Apsaras, who not only 
led him into the commission of the most enormous and unnatural 
vices, put B:l:ien3ted his affections from his wife Angelina, a woman 
who, to great beauty, added the mo.t angelic di.posilion, and who 
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had hitberte""'n able to alford protection to Inuy Inppliaats -against 
the ty_,. and brutality of her husband-, 

III the year 1578 the Albanian. of Malacaosit under G hino Frati 
made an irruption into the territories of I08IlOina during the """"on of 
rifttage, but were defeated and lost a great number in killed and 
priBOnen. In the month of February the following year, a tower of the 
eastron was betrayed by one N icephoru. a name of f'eramast, to !OO 
Albanians, who next morning were joined by a large body of their 
eountrymen from the island of the lake, witb Valachians and Bulga­
rian. mixed, when the whole co.tron, .. itb its principal gula or citadel, 
fell into their hands. During three day. tbe most terrible commotions 
entljid, and a general assault was prepared against the city by the AI­
banl'Ls in the fortress and their allies in the island. From this danger 
the citi.e ... were delivered by the interposition of 'Michael the arch-
1IIIgd, who 1lJ>P"&I'ed 1It 'the bead of their armament witb Iris 'ftaming 
.word, atllbrti1l continues to be the patron of the city. The expedi­
tion 'from the island being thus met and defeated, the Albanians in tbe 
castron surrendered at discretion, all of ,.hom were I'ut to deatb 
oxeep't a certain Dumber who were sent back 8S a warning to their 
countrymen, "itb tbe lOIS of eyes, ea .... am~ ... : from tbis m ... aCfe 
Thomas took the surname of the AIbaDlanfiller ('A>/l& ... T ... ,j§. 

In the ensuing month of 'May Spatao took revenge for these enOf­
mities by laying""ow tbe vineyordo and ~elas in tbe vicinity of 
Io.onina, in spite of tbe mean vengeance of Thomas, who hung up 
before the city wall. all the AlbaniaDl that fell into hi. power, or acnt 
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them _tlJated il'ltl> the _is camp. Nor did his cruelty toward, 
bio own 8Ubjeota ~: in thit very yeat he put to death Eli .. , the 
..enerable Bioltop of Meourovo, at tbe IlIstanC<! of his con6dant Apaatal, 
eut alive into .1D8Il piece. Tbetlcllorea an excellent citizen, and dragged 
another, _ed Gastiziot.es, to death at a hone's tail: many lost 
their eyes or were kept in mi .... ble dungeoM tiU they discovered their 
riDIleo to the tyrant. I .. the year 1$(1 be fortified various strong castles 
of hi. own district-, CIIIled in the .... ;'laoce of tbe Turks, and carrying 
lire and sword into Ibe te.ritone. of Malaeassi and its vicinity in-
1Iicted the moot horrid ctueltleo upon tbe victims who fell into his 
haods. In 1882 he repeated th_ incursion. with the assistance of the 
same allies, conquered the cities of Vel .. , Drynopolis, Bagenetia, and 
Catuna: he repelled alllO an itlCUflion of Spatas, who came to demand 
his "ife's dowry which bad not 811 been paid. 

In the .. me yea. tbls apostate, by wbich title he is chiefty designated, 
received the title of despot from the Emperor Manuel, SOD of John 
Palreologus and hi. associate on the throne. 

In the year 10385 the Turks made an incursion against Arta and car­
ried .way many Christian captives. Spatas on this occasion dispatched 
Matthew Archbi.hop ot"oannina, who happened to be in Arta, to 
requcet the ... i.tance of Th\?m .. ageins! these fierce invaders: this was 
rcfueed, and the poor arehblsbop baniobed for his interfurence. At 
length bill enormitiee tJ!,eaQJe!lO tevolting that foar ofhis own bndy-guaril 
oonspirt!d torid tile -.,rld of such a monster, and effected their design 
by stabbing 'hin. in hi. bed on tbe night of December 20, ]S85. 

This wretcll having IJeen buried .. itb tbe obsequies due to royaltyt, 
his wido,.. Angelina in the month of Jannary 1386, to the great joy of 
hIr subjects -eepotl8ed '411s Co""t of Cephalanls, &Ii elceUent atld 
""trlOUi prinee-. amodgst 'his first acts W85 the recall of the ateBbi'lIop 

• ~ WIIUO»6d ~ OrjtzoG.iItaI~ D~ y~ aDG R.ko"i .... 
if Mit" iepCilcbIre 10 wbld:a tbo JlIl)Dameulal iUeription _tioDed ill p. O. meno 

YOlo. ll. D 
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from exile, the restoration of the dilapidated walls and revenue of the 
chllrc~!1'I' the. destruction of those borrid dungeons in which the late 
tyrant confined his wretched prisoners, and the punishment of hi~ vile 
counsellors, the infamous i\psaras being deprived of hi:o; eyes .and 
""a~ished with all his family from the realm. After this he protected 
his country from , the depredations of .Albanian marauderst many of 
whom he subjected by his afms, and conciliatt:d others by tre.ltics 
which were faithfully observed. Hi. pd character pr,,(:ured lur him 
tb~ approbation of the Byzantine court aDd the regal title, the c.'re­
mony of his coronation being performed in the ('athl'dral by thl' arch ... 
bishop and two of his suffragans, the Bi.hops of V <las and Dry no­
polis. 

In the year 1387 the good Archbishop Mauh('w died, aou was suc­
ceeded by Gabriel prior of the ancient conv,eot calJed the Ar('hilUan~ 
dreioD; its tower was this'"same year struck by lightning, aud hlUing 
down crushed fourteen persons to atoms under the ruius. 

Izaus entering into alliance with the rult!rs of Vlakia and 'I'hc!o(salo­
nica, governed his states in peace and tranquillity till the year 1595, 
when he bad the misfortune to lose his wife Angelina, whose refUCiins 

were foU.o.wed to the grave ~Y a vast concou~ of citizens utter.jog the 
most unfeIgned accents of gnef and JamentaYoD: In 1.397, at the instiga­
tion of his coullcil, be espoused Irene, the daughter of hi, old antagonist 
Spatas, a woman of great beauty and talent,- "¥'" after his nuptial. he 
lent his assistance to his Albanian father.iD .. )aw agaiDst an invasion of 
the Turks, who were defeated in a bloody battle near Drisco. In the 
following year Imu. having collected a large force marched against a 
powerful chieftwD of Albania named Ghioni Zenevisi, in the province of 
Lower Dibra: by him he was defeated and taken prisoner. The ne"" 
of his captivity being carried to Florence, where he bad relations of ' 
high rank, tbey, with the assistance of the Venetian government at 
Corfu, procW'811 hi. release by a ransom of 10,000 BorIns, which was 
paid at the City of Argyro-Castro, whither Izaua ... u brqvght and Ubo-
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rated: from thence in company with his brother Sghurus, he passed 
over to Corfu, Santa Maura, and Arta, where he was kindly received 
by Spatas and conducted to Ioannina, in which city he died pt:aceably 
on the 29th of April, 1401. 
. Sghurus succeeded by will to tbe dominions of his brother, and at the 
death of Spata. to the government of A rta. Against him came up a cele. 
brated chieftain named Bonghoes, heading a large army of Servian., AI. 
banians, Bulgarians, and Valachians· who drove Sghurus from his do­
minions, laid waste the country, burned whole towns and villages, and 
massacred tbe inhabitants by thousands; so that the MS. concludes 
this part of its history with a pathetic exclamation of Acarnania weep­
ing for her children and refusing comfort because they are nott. Ac· 
cording to my documents this Sghurus was the last Christian prjnce 
who reigned at Ioannina~, which was thenceforth governed by an aris- . 
tocrac.y. In the year 1432, the inhabitants, alanned by the extensi\'e 
conquests of Murat or Amurath II. in Greece and Macedonia, sent 
Ollt a detachment of their best troops to guard the passe. of Mount 
Pindu., who cut to piece. all the Turks tbat were opposed to them. 
On this occasion the .ultan sent the following epistle to the city: 

'TRANSLATION • 

.. Sultan Murat &wtieign 'If the Ea.t and Wut,lo til. People 'If Ioan· 
flina, greeting : 

U I counsel you to deliver up to me with good will your fortress, and 
to receive me as your sovereign, lest you should move me to gren.t 

• At leut thi. MeIIl' implied by the lurt1&ma gi ... en by the MS. to this leader. who i • • tyled M1I1I'Y. 
-,0", 0 ~J./3a..ol3"),,yapof3v.xo,. 

t Tlai.apultion of Sgburu. did Dot ~ke place tin after tha yee.r 1413, if he be the tame governor 
wJao i~ mentioaed by the bistoru..n DuCal u hning lent.. u well .. lOme other . t.tee, aD en ... oy to 000-.. \0_ Mabomf't I. 00 his 'ettoration to the thrODe of Adrianople. Duce Hilt. Byz. c. n. 
. t ~nra&a bo,,~er mua mentioD of a d.pot Chula "ho di«lat loannina A. D. 14SO, jU11 before 
It (an l1li10 thI ~ioD of the Turb. 

Dll 



wralb, aqli l mould rome up against you with my army and take your 
~ty "Ii.tJI Ille .word: theo y()U will .ulIer all the calamities that otber 
p'- ~ve suffered, which refusing to ""knowledge my power, baye 
been conquered by my arlllS ; whose inhabitants have been sold into 
fl4very through the East and through the Weot. Come then, let U8 

~ke a treaty and ratify it with an oath, I on my part that I will _ 
sp,ect youl" rights, and you on yours tbat you will obey me faithfilUy." 

Upon receipt of this letter the principal inhabitants of loannio. took 
counsel together, and tearing to bring down upon themselves the re­
sentment of so powerful a prince st'"nt au emba3SY to Thessalonica, 
where be then J"CS1JcJ, \\Lodehvered the keys of their rortress into his 
hauds·, On thejr return he sent back with theru a Turkish garrilK)o 
who took possession of the ~$Stron with great rejoicings, but soon 
shewed their enmity against tbe Chri.tian faith by raziug to the grouod 
the ancient church of St. Michael near the great gula or tower. 

10 a short lap,e of time these Mahometan, built houses in that part 
of tbe city which is now called Turcopaico, and wishing to domiciliau. 
here, obtained the Sultan's permissioD to take for themselves wi"e5 
~Ollg the d~ughters of tI~e Greeks. D~pajtfOg, however, of success 
wIth the ladles, they deVISed the followlll~ scheme to effect their 
purpose. 

Watching. tbe oppoztunlby. of • great feoti~ at which the Greek 
families attended diyine service in the cathedral. they arlllOO them­
oeIves secrelly. and waited at the dool"! of tbe church till the congt;el!"­
tion caJlle out; lhl:D. each per.&pn SlliziJ)g upon tbe d;unsel that pleased 
him best, carried her off in defiance of her relatives BDd friends. The 
parents, after a short time. seeing no remedy for the evil, consented to 
the nuptial., and gaye tbe customary· dbwry to the,buoband •. 

4 ...... , " ' i> 'ii ' j " 
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Alter this event the Mahometan population of course increased; 
but, the Greeks ltill retained possession of the city or castron, though 
not of the gula or citadel, paying a very moderate tribute and being 
free from many vexatiolls to which other cities under the Turkish do­
minion were subject. At length, in the year 1611, the evil star of the 
Greeks gained the ascendancy and brought upon thelD such a train of 
calamities that my MS. can trace them to no other cause but the per. 
sana I interference of the arch-fiend himself: Their immediate author, 
or satanic instrument, was Dionysius·, called the Dog-sophist (IxlI­

).O:<rf?ff) a fit vessel of evil, who had been ejt'CtOO from his bishopric. 
Triccala for practising the arts of astrology and necromall<:y. This per­
sonage had the misfortune to dream a dream, I'D which be 118'" the Sul­
tan himsetfrise up in his presence to receive him; and hence conjectured 
that he was tated by the stars to deHver Ills country from the Ottoman 
yoke. Full of thi~ chimerical projec~ he roamed about the country, 
with a wallet behind hi. back and a large flaggon of wine slung by hi. 
side, gaining proselytes to his opinion and adherents to his Cause. In 
the course of these wanderings he arrived at the monastery of San De­
metrio in the vicinity of Delvinaki t at the distance of about ten hour$ 
from Ioannina: understaAding that the Turks were Jess numerous in 
this city than elsewhere, and that they d welt for the most part outside 
the fortress, he determined to make this the scene of his finit operations. 
Having by his pretend&:! skill in astrology and predictions' of the /aU 
of tbe Byzantine empire, as well as by the application of money, collected 
together a large crowd of followers, he led them by night against the> 
city of Ioannina, which they entered singing the Kyrie Eleison: the~ 
they put to death about a hundred Mahometans, and burned ,evt'ral 
houses, Asuman Pasha the governor, escaping with great difficulty by a 
_ret pa .... ge into the citadel. 
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This iufatuated mob soon turned their hands to phmder, and became 
iocuriated by the contents of the wine casks which they broke open: 
thi, gave the Turks an opportunity to rally, and make a charg~ upon 
the rebels, when they slew a great multitude and took mallY prisoners, 
whom they reserved fi}T the most exquisite tortures. Dionysius in the 
tumult cscapecl, and hid himself in a deep cavern under the north-cast 
precipice of the castron, which is to this ooy called the cave of the 
Skelosophist. 

Here he eluded for a considerable time the diligent search that was 
lIl3-dc for him by the Turks, being supplied with bread by a baker, who 
wa~ acquainted with his plan' of concealment: be was at last dis­
covered by sornt,; Jews oftlJl~' fortress, and delivered up to his enemies. 
By them this arch-rebel was fluyed alive, aud his skin stufted with 
straw, sent to Constanlinopit', and carried into the Seraglio: there it is 
said, Ulat the Sultan baving heard of the singular character of the man, 
rose up from his divan to view the spectacle, and fulfilled the pre­
dictions of the astrologer. 

After Ihis rehellion Ioannina was treated hy the Turks like all other 
conquered cities. Tile principal conspirators, together with many in­
noce"nt persons, were suhjectcd to extr('me punishments, some being 
impaled, others sawn asunder, and many burnt alive: every Greek 
church within the ca"tron was then razed to the grouud t from which 
place all Christians were banished for ever bj a special firman of the 
Sultan; but the Jews were allowed to retain their habitations, and re-­
ceived various immunities in consequence of the assistance they had 
rendered to the Mahometans·. 

This expulsion of the Greeks from the castron tended greaLly to 

• 'Ttli'MIOOunti for \he fflIIideo.ee of It'tMIlIllm~ of Jew ....... in the prtItMlt day, lad the total ex_ 
eIoion of tbe Gr.ek.. I find thi. eeditioD of DioDy.illl allnd"" to in KiioU.'1 Hiltory of tbel Turk" 
~ It .... ppenecl iD the riliS" of Acbmet the eisbtb emperor of COGrtaDUDopie. The ~tuffiDg of the 

i. 11.10 ..... DtioJaed, but Iw i. tber. lItyted • paln.reb: it i. also Idded, that the co-operltioD of 
..... .hue kili,bta, Neapolitla. IDd SpaDilro. wu 8.l.peeted. HItnI the 101DDin. MS. ends: the 
-" • ool1eded alimy from die aecQtlDlJ Gf li ... illl pno~ 'If uom my own ObaenatiOD. 
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increase the city, which soon began to extend its arms along the banks 
of the lake. It seems to have enjoyed a consic1t"rahlt,. dt'f.!:rec of tnm~ 
quillity amidst the convulsions that agitated thi!i p.Ht of lhe wot:ld 
during the last efforts made by the Christian power.!i to preserve 
some portion of European Turkey from the overwhelming fi)rce of its 
Ottoman invaders. It was governed by beys, and pashas of two tails, 
scnt by the Porte, but never became the ht!ad or capital of a ~nndgjac 
till the time of its present sovereign-. His experienced eye soon saw 
the advantages of its strong central situation, and from the first ht' de­
termined to make it the focus of his extended dominion. Under him 
it has risen to that degree of splendour, importance, and population 
which it now possesse!l. The number of inhabitants is computed, ac­
cording to the best calculations that can be made, at forty thwl*d: 
sinet· the in~uldli()n of the castron and the fortification uf LltaritzH. it 
may he said to have two citadels, three palares. hesides a vast number 
of small serais.ei)l.htcen lI).osques, and six Grt'{'k chnrch(>s. There arc also 
three tekes or Turkish monasteries, ~md two .1ewish synagogues within 
the castron. The hospital, which was founded througb the eXI'rtions 
of Signore Nicolu's father, i~ capable of receiving 150 patients, who ure 
comfortably lodged and attended by a surgeon, • chaplain, and regular 
nurses: an annual governor is appointed who inspects the accounts 
and superintends the whole concern. The public prison is a dreadful 
place, sutticient to make the stoutest person's heart ~ink within him. 
A procuratore ettends there daily to administer food and raiment to 
the wretched prisoners, many of whom would otherwise inevibthly perish 
with hunger and c<lld: to the credit ufthe Greek inhabitants tbey make 
no distinction in this distribution betweeD Christiao,Jcw,or Mahometan. 

Ioannina contains two schools in which the ancient langm.gl~ are 
taught. The first was fouoded aboutone hundred and thirty years ago by 
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one Ghioni, a merchant of this city, who had acquired a large fortURo 
by commercial speculations in Valaehia. He placed the funds for the 
supPort or this' foundation in the bank of Venice, which being confis­
cated when the }'rcnch took possession of tbat republic, the school has 
since been supported by the genuine liberality of aD excellent family 
named Zosimas, long settled in Russia, Poland and Austria, and who 
being free from the oppression of despotic power, and ellli.ehtened by an 
intermixture with more civilized nations, set'k, in their enthu!'iaslic love 
for their native country, to pour the treasures of literature into her 
bosom; and as they are unable to assist her degraded sons by arms, 
aim at supplying thrln with the more sure, though slow remedies of 
knowledge-. Ahout ~oo scholars are taught in thiS semillary, at the 
heat6t.0f which is Signore BaJano, a most venerdhle man and excellent 
scholar: bis long whitt' beard descending to his wailSt, with his nlild, 
amiablE': manners, brings forcihly to the mind a picture of an ancient 
philosoph.r t. At the school over which Signme Ps.lida presides, 
about one hundred boys are educated: it was founded only thirty 
years ago by a rich merchant named Picl"Ozoe, born at Gr8m~ 
DOUt a small village in the vicinity of loan nina. '1'0 both these semi­
naries are attached excellent libraries: that of Psalida's possesses also a 
pair of tine globes, and some good astronomical instruments. A 
systcm of teaching, partly similar to that instituted by Dr. Bell, h •• 
Ileen long established in this place. The Turko do not give themselves 

.. 1'bMt beaftolent brothers Yo" dfIpotited a le.ap IIlID for el," putpoae i1t the bank or Mwco'fl"! 
by $beir exertions ~nd lIlunilic.eac. a fnt nurnber or Romaic boob are .co~tly puhliJhed a4d cl~ 
t"bltted O¥e1'Oreect!, witb. graMmuund e1emenh ... ·y tret.tl_; tbeJ alford arli.l.ante (or aD, promising 
li~ t;-blication. aod .. pply many 1en1ll! JMD of IIoUet wNi.h ... nIftoD. of traftllhnc for improv«neal, 
or ItudylOg at roreign univereitiM. 1 believe 111 .... exeellent Pltnot ud aceompliahed seho[ar Korai, who 
i. lIMn,....,. eUrUoa to clear iii. lIaliflJ lanpar hom 1M eo~o ..... mi:loo.ou. lItyle illto 
which it bad rll1len. owe. hi. £rat RW0iap to \be Deonol.mce of Ihe Zotimadel, 

t ". rograpber MileI:iu •• a naUYfI OffMntlina, Ind afterwlrdS lrebiillbop of Atblnl, 19" muter 
oftbi.acbool ... allo .... the celebrated. EugeDiua,ofCorfu. who traoslatedthe &neid intoGree.k hex.­
........ ~Ofe IWuo hu pqbli'hed a T,..u.e on Algebra and Aritkmerie. Hil 'ather and bia 
brotb.r .... both mUten or the IChool before him. The pTlQcipd Qntek tcboob io. TlU'key b.idea 
~ Dl JouMae .. at Coramntinopht,8fh)'ftla. Buelareat. KldIIouM. &Joaic.. Miliea on Mount 
PIIIioIl. AlOUDt AdaoI. AtheA., Cb,iOl and PaUII~. Venice and Vietlna are the chief mire. (or boob. 
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much trouble about the education of their children: a man amongst 
them who is able to write, is looked on as a being of a superiof order, 
and assumes vast importance by carrying a calamhoio, or sihcr lnk~ 
stand, as the sign of his mystery, stuck in his girdle. Still there are 
two large buildings in loannina Appropriated to this purpose, and to 
every mosque a small room is attached, in which children are taught 
to read the Koran. 'rhe Greek churches of Ioannina arc in genentl 
large and ornamented with much gilding: they form a striking COIl­

trast with the Turkish mosques, which arc singularly plOolin. As the 
viz;r {'ares very little about any re)jgion, he is extremely tolerant of aJJ, 
and in no part of Turkey arc the Gr~cks allowed so mHny privileges: 
that which 1h<,y seem to value most, is the power of caIJing together 
their congregations by a bell: the Mahometans disdain to do this 
by any other sound than that of the human voice; and certainly the 
sonon,us tonE'S of thf'~r muzzt'ins issuing from the light galleries or the 
airy minarets, waftf'd over all the city at the hours of prayer, proouce 
an extraor(linary and sublime effect. 

The chief commerce of I03nnina is carried on with Constantinoplt', 
Russia, Venire, and MaIL'\.. }'rom the first it procures shawls, tur­
bans, amber, and a ,'ariety of toys; from the second oxen, horses, 
skins, and ermine; from Venice come rich ,·elvets, red skull-caps, and 
many artick--s of hardware; from Malta various Engli!lb manufactures 
and colonial produce: many houses of Ioannina have a partner, or 
some cannexion, established in these places. Every article pays 811 

ad valorem duty at the Dogan. of four per cent. The chief exports 
sent in exchange are, cottol1 from the plains of Triccala, Zeitun, and 
Livadia, raw sHk from Thessaly, Lepanto, and Salona, Valonean bark 
from Acarnania, prepared goat and sheep skins, and sometimes, 
though not very trequently, grain. Great profit accrues to the mer~ 
chants of Ioanniua from the distribution of their imports over the 
smaller towDS aDd villages of Epirus: their domestic mAnufactures are 
not numerous: indeed here, as in other countries, the state of manu-
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mctures i. a fair criterion of the state of civilization: whilst the work ... 
mansbip of an a~ticJes that may conduce to general comfort, conve­
nience, and ntility, or to the interests of phi1QSOphy and science, is 
quite conbemptibJe. great industry aud cOlisiderabJe skill is exhihited 
io tbc embroidery of "loth, in filagree. iD working silver handles for 
pistols, mu~kets,. and ataghaos, and in ornamenting pjpe-heads. 

The soil around Joannina yields gnun of most kinds, viz. wheat, 
barley, arabositi, calamboci, beans and peas ; its fruits ,are grapes, 
figs, peaches, apricots, plums,. almonds, cherries. quinces, oranges, 
Jemons, pears and apples; great abundance of the latter are imported 
from the district of Zagori. on the othf"r side the lak~ antI conveyed 
jn boats across the water JI: hemp and very fin~ tohacco is also grown 
in certain spots. The town is plentiliJlly supplied with fish unci wild­
fowl frQm tbe lake, and the surrounding plains and mountains furnish 
~bundaDce of game: hares, however, owing to a particular super­
stition., are never eaten either by Turks or Greeks. Very little 
Bnimal food is consumed ht're comparatively, as in other Grecian 
clbes. The diet of all ranks is rather spare and simple: oil enters 
ioto almost every article of culinary composition, and is relished 
the better for a slight taint or haut-gout. Botargo, which is the roe 
of the red or grey mullet, and caviar, which is that of the stur­
geon, imported from the Black Sea, form a very favourite djet, ~spe­
ciaJly during the season of religious fa.ts. Cow's milk is never used for 
diet. only I .... t of sheep aDd goats, from which also a cheese i. 
made whi<;b is very pungent and dil\8greeable to tbe taste. Ducks 
and gees. are scarce, but fowhoaod turkey .. very plentiful: turtle-doves 
are also plentiful and much esteemed. BI also becca6cos at the proper 
seaoon of the year: the wme used. at table is less impregnated with 

• Epintl ... cet.bratecl iD ucnftt tim. for 61111 appt., e.lled orbicu.lata. .. O,biclIlatl 82. figl,lra 
..taM io rotl,.ditlo~ w .. cli: -. iD .Bpim prillllllll FoveaM .,....w nat ar.ei qui Epirotlca 
~t." Plia. N. Hilt. I, av. (I, If. 



CLIMATE-DISEASES. 11 

resin than in other parts of Greece, except what is drank by the poorer 
classes, which is a villanous compound, and like most other market. 
able commodities, bought by weight: the cbief food of these cla"es 
consi ... of a COo"'" yellow polenta made of arabositi, which looks very 
like a rice-pudding·; under an idea that it might resemble it also in 
taste, I once purchased a lump for a para, and WIlS nearly choked by 
tbe 6r.t mouthful, being obliged to wash it down with a most nau­
seous draught of rcsined wine from the same shop, almost as bad as 
spirits of turpentiDe. 

The climate of loannina i. 1Il0re variable than is generally round in 
Greece: in the sumruer the heat is quite oppressive: the winter is 
sometime! very rainy, at others extremely cold~ and the inhabitants, 
who at one season of the year clothe themselves in tbe lightest ap­
parel, at the other wrap themselves up in rob"" lined with fun: the 
common people preserve their shivering limb! from the severity of the 
weather beneath cloaks of thick homespun fleecy cloth. Earthquakes 
are common, and most frequent in the autumn: they sometimes 
throw down the houses, and the fish have been known cast out of the 
lake upon dry ground. 

Amongst the maladies generally prevalent in large cit.ies, fevers of 
all kinds are common at Ioannina, especially nervous ones: these 
arise chiefly from insalubrious dwellings, dirty habits of life, accumu­
lation of filth in the 8trt.'ete, deficiency of wholesome nutriment, and 
above all from the great Dumber of Albanese troops which are quar­
tered hy the vizir upon the houses of the citizens: this is, without 
exception, the most grievous and vexatious imposition to which these 
poor pooplc are subject; and nothing tends so much to corrupt their 
morals and to vitiilte their manners: mdeed all domestic comlort and 

• Tbi. polenta rtlltomb\e'I tbe "a.{a cifUl).yal" of Helliod,. cU:tI made of milk and m.ize for laboariD( 
people. Atbeneus mentIon' a maIze cUe .. the food. of the lower c1utee. who oOuld not aft'ord to buy 
bread. (Lib. xiv. 66'.6.) Such.n one .. e..t It wa'lOmetiUUII called l'GCa')'ptnn, wlUota aipih a 
... OTUiou. .110 .. , lhIa would deTour an1 thiu«that came ia hilwa,. Lib.:r:t'. OBeJ. 
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28 CRUEL INSTANCE OF ALI PASHA'S TYRANNY. 

purity of life must necessarily be destroyed in that family upon 
which ten, twenty, thirty, or even forty of the most abandoned sol. 
diery are quartered, who join, both officers .md men, in the most wan· 
ton exercise of power whiIout any respoJlMbility or dread of puni~h­
ment: sometimes they are sent for the very purpose of gratifying the 
vizir's resentment, whether just or unjust. The venerable old Turkish 
gentleman whom] have before mentioned as having been sent to play 
at chess with Mr. Parker, had been obliged for many months to sup­
port fifty of these soldiers; they had broken e"ery window in his 
house, destroyed aU his furniture, torn down his portico for fire-wood, 
and obliged him to reside in the confined apartments of his harem, 
from whence not a temale ot his family dare stir Ollt; and all this for 
some imaginary offence which he had given to the pasha: yet this per­
son was universally considered the most inoffensive and amiable Ma­
hometan in loannina. Such are the blessings of tyranny! 



CHAPTER II. 

Marriage Procession of Giovanni Melas-Marriage 'Pea$t and various 
Entertainments-Reflections upon tlte State of Female Societ!l in 
Greece-Story rif Phrosini-Story of Gclisem-MulTiagc Ceremonies 
-Albanian Weddillg. 

OUR friend Mr. Cockerell had not left liS many days before we 
had opportunities of witn( 'ssing m,my intefC'!)ting and cu,.ious scencs, 
in the enjoyment of which we woulJ l1Io~t gladly have l\lld his partiM 
cipation. One of these was the marri<-lgc fca!:>t of Cioyanui Melas,~a 
young Greek lUt"'fchant, one among the best educatc(t. most intclli­
g('nt~ and most respectahle llIen of' the city. It was ou a Saturday 
evening that we went with Signore Nicolo to vi(-w the nocturp.ul pro­
cession which always 'accompanies the bridegroom in escorting his 
betrothed spouse from the paternal roof to that of her future hus­
band: this consisted of near a hundred of the first persons in loannina 
with a great crowd , of toreh~hear('rs and a band of music. After 
having received the lady they rcturne~t but were joined hy an equal 
number of ladies, who paid this compliment to the bride; thfse were 
also attended by their maid. servants, many of whom curried infants in 
their arms dressed in prodigious finery. The lillie bride who appeared 
extremely young, walked with slow and app~tf('lItly rcluct;lnt sIers, 
according to custom, supported by a matron on each side anu another 
behind - . The streets were crowded with people, among whom 

• Thi. ceremony may throw lorna light upon tbe expnuion or SL Paul, 'Y")'''u;a. 'npwrUJ' (Cor. i. 
e, is. T • .5.) mi_uDdcfllood by mlDY COmlMlitalDlto 



so MA.RRIAOE FEAST AND ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Signore Melas threw several bandfuls of money at the door of his 
dwelHng: we ourselves were here introduced to him, and with great 
politeness he ordered the band of music to accompany us back. 
Nex~ day, being Sunday, we understood that the Archbishop of loan­

nina attended at the house of Signore MeJas t.o place the tinsel crowns 
upon t.he heads of the new ("Duplc, light the tapers, put the rings on the 
fingers, and perform all the other tedious ceremonies of a Greek wed­
ding. Tbe consummation of the marriage rite and the unloosening of 
the mystic zone is deferred till the tbird day of the ceremonial •. 

On this day a grand nuptial entertainment was given, as is u8ual, to 
which all the particular friend~ and connexions of the bride and brid~ 
groom were invIte,!. In the evening we sent our congratulations to 
Signore MeJas, with an intim,ation that if C;tgreeable we would pay our 
respects to him personalty on his marriage. This. as we had foreseen, 
was considered as a compliment; the band of music was sent to pre­
c~e us to the house, at the door of which we fuund our host waiting 
to receive us: from thence he lcd us into the festive chamber and in­
troduced Uti to his guests, I mean to the male part of them, since, as it 
has been before observed, in this semi-barbarou,s country the sexes are 
separated at all convjvial entertainments; a custom which, more thall 
every other, stops the progress of refinement, throwing O\'cr the amuse­
ments of society languid insipidity or tainting them with sottish de­
gradation. We found Signore Melas's friends, after having partaken of 
the equal/east, pouring out copious libations. to the rosy god, and sing­
ing hymeneal songs to the discordant harmony of fiddles and guital;'. 
All rose up at our entrance, receiving us with every mark 'of attention, 
and seating us at the upper end of the divan, one on each side of Sig­
nore Alessio, the governor of Zagori. a great faf'ourite with the vizir, 
who it seems acted for the bridegroom as master of the ceremonies·. 

t .. _ _ 



MARRIAGE J!'BAST AND ENTERTAINMENT!. 

In the interval between our introduction and supper, a tool or zany 
was caBed in to divert the company by acting with a clown a kind of 
pantomime, the ludicrous nature of which consisted in practical .1oketl 
and hard knocks upon the clown's pate, which strongly excite(} the risi­
ble faculties of the spectator., 

Vie were much more pleased with the next species of entertain­
ment, which con8i~ted of an exhibition of the Albanitico or national 
dance of the Albanian palikar., performed by several of the most 
skilful among the viltir's guards who had heen invited to the feast. The 
evolutions and figures of this exercise served to display the astonishing 
activhy and muscular Etrength of these hardy mountaineers, who grasp­
ing each other lightly bJ the hands, 1Il00,.d lor a time slowly back­
\Vard~ and forwards, then hurried round i.n "Ii quick circuJar I~ent 
according to the excitement of the music and their own voices, whilst 
the coryphreus or leader. who was frequently changed, made surpris­
ing Imps, bending backwards till his head almost touched the ground, 
and then starting up into the air with the elastic spring of a bow, 
whilst his 10ng hair flowed in wild confusion over his shoulders·, After 

• Th;& A lbanilico h., bi:>1.'1l con·.idered by m.ny 108 a remnant of thl.' aocient Pyrrhic d,nce: but /I 18 
a8toll;~hing how ancient autho~ differ amollgat {hemaelvea regarding the nature o f tbe Pyrrhic, whlcb 
&eems g .. nl'TaHy allowed to hAve bad ile origin in Crete, or alleast to hUll Mn fiu! mad" known to the rn t 
of Europe from thaI Island. T",. "vhUX'1" IrpWTO( lllp' I1vpp.)(oC K,,~,.,..drllc Kpqr ru "(1"oc. N It'. fuma­
len. de MOT. Gent. in Stollei, Se~m. xIIi. &elll~o Luciao, wlao rere", it til Crell.', though hedenv"," it from 
thutlcred dances of the Curetn: de ~.ltatione, ~ 8. Anttoun\l., quoted by AtheOileua (lib. xiv. c. 7.) laY. 
it wu ,In iovenlioo of PyrrhieulI, a SPIITt. 1I at Lact'CI.mon, al1d (:all, it a miliulTY eX\!1ci!H!: but u the 
lewa and cOllstitution of th is country wl"re brougbt from erell', a mi~lIlkn concerning the o rIgin of a 
CUlllam might ellnly IIrise. Str.bo useru (l ib. x. p. 701, e<i. Ox.) Ib.t the Pyrrhic wu dift,rent from 
tbe armf'd dence, iJ<cw).lor o,X;'",(, end AmtopbaDI'II t ... feN itlo a !p4ICit"8 lO f ,hat lallCivious aod immo­
d eat dance called the KOpJat. for d.1ighting in' which Philip of Macedon i~ w scverely upbre ided by 
Demolthl'ne&: and hcnw tbe olin!:.1 poet condemn' .11 tho!le who practise it to punlihllltnt in the in_ 
fernal reglOna. Han. 153. MOIIt a"thoT!! howe~ereon.ider the Pyrrhic IS It military daoet·, nd many 
ucribe illoongn10 Pyrrhul ihe-lOn of Achille~ wbo j.uid greatly to hlVt! nceJled in,t. From a 000-
aideral ion of .11 ci.CUUdLanc. I llhould thinK it 110\ improbllble lb.t l.~rtI Wen! two kind!! of Pyrrbic, 
tbe one a Tile I.~elviou. movemeDI, the other a manly and martial eltCrc1l1ti: and thi! laller WII cbieB, 
practi.ed a' Sparta, whert! cbildren were taught it at tlw carl,- age or five ycart; and of tbi, lauer 
P .yrrhic il ia lIot impt'Obable tbat the Albanitico la a remnant, .ince we learn from Lucian that the Spttr~ 
taM in tMir "-nee bepu like wre.t1eno, ca.t.thing ful bold or etch oLbera hancU, whicb practice w .. 
c..lled -.....x ... ~. It il 10110 &inSUI ... tbil. amotlgal tbe Maino'- or Eleutbero-Laeooes. u tbey e..­
ca.U.d, 1M Alilultico or military dlll.l»» Ittll belt perfOfUlN. aDd beld in bipest repute. In lhe wikl 



MARRIAGE FEAST AND ENTERTAINMENTS. 

this was finished, the bridegroom with several orhis guests imitated their 
example, with )~~ agility, but with much more grace and elf'gance. 
Dancing is still con.,luered by the muderns as it was by the ancient 
Greek~f a requj~lte ac('ompli~hment in the composition of agentlcman*, 

.When supper W 5 HIHlounced W(~ all ~at down, except the bride­
groom, who!>c presence '~as C'Jl.cused, at a long table plentifully sup­
plied with poultry, game, pil.H1, various madc-di~hcs, alld pastry. In 
token of extreme civility, every person near us lu~aped food upon our 
plates, which sorn{,times prftoentt'(\ !)uch an hct<>rogeneou') mixture of 
fish, flesh, and towl, that if W(' had heen oblIged to eat it thil) proba­
bly would have been our last meal. I observed a beautiful hoy ubuut 
six yean old wlJO sat O('.>..t me cr,lIJ11ning hllnsclf till he could scarcely 
hrca.; the )JttJe urchin st'C)lIf't.I),o dett'l'llIincci that I sbould follow his 
example that he gt>nerally put half his mess upon Illy plate. Mr. Pilrker 

happening to SDt.'eze at this ent(,Ttl'IilllHent, he was quite electrified by 
the boisterous congratulatory 1'ivos of til(' guc:,t<;. Tili:, CU:,tOIH is vcry 
general in the south of Europ(', iwd S(,(>nJS to be a f( 'mnant of a very 
ancient 8upersljliont· In the mean lillIe tile guests poured down co-

.ong8 Ino inlen~'y strt'l('htd 'O I Le~ of the!!\' palikllTI' dunng ,111' exerct~e, onll mly pt'rhoJlll recogAl'IC those 
~h.( pv~""e wllllh AlhenEu5 BUyS ought 10 Blcompany Ihe P)rrhtc. Thill Ihe nlllne Ofl'lI~ dltllctl at 
JeAloI w .. !1 ~dtnow J t'dg!'d &I cOIIl("ldtng wIth a mortlal t"lIcrCltItt III thl! timc of lhtl Byz Inttnl' t'l1lpero" 
.ypl.'Hr~ from II pRB'IIIge of Curopillalu, who sa)!&. ~pea"lIlg 01 JI all an O('cllf'lllion of Ihe ,oldlt~r~ tlllcler 
Romtnu~ DlofWnes, ~O'QV ynp ill Toii .. ~ .. v paAI'I'o T"V nV;;IXwv ilC~p(MT'lrdT(, Up)(IJO'tl'. Except. 
app. ,d Hist. Comp Cedr .. nJ, p. S:UI • 

• Dy 8Iml'ar(~t.I 19'11 Ulyde8 entertained at the Court of AJcmou8, who l5eemtl 10 have spokeD ofbis 
dancer. with a regal pride. 

'/I).).' &')'l' +o.tf,(tIIV O>lf"(l.PPOVl( 0110'01 lipl<:ot 
noi_ft' ", X'l! £i.voe IvlO'1rp .1'/1 ~Ao'O", 
-0'(0& v~O'ue, 80'110" Tfp.')'I')'VOPf.&' li),,\,,, .. 
NQUTIAlp d. 1nI000'lciu t1pX'l'l'Vt (ill lto.ap· Od.~. !60. 

t 1'h. cullom of " adoring the IDeeze" I. alluded 10 by many aUlhor., Atbeolllu.. mentiOUI it by 
the phrase '/ITOPJA~' "'pot'lCYJIliv, refl;'rr1ng the origin of tbe cu.tom to Ihat general idee. of Ito.cllty wblcb 
Wli .(tubed. to the bead: If.1 WptW , .. oe.~v ,..,.c~l)v· lib. Ii. c. 'IS. XeDOphon in hi. ExPtlciltlOD of 
Cyrlll (lib. iii.) t .. la~ tbe eunoul e~l whlcb ao. accIdental .neece had ~D the whofe U,ecll. 
,rm,. who all ,with one ~ ado~d it a. ~ deilJ-pl4 IIPJA; ~ ~ltw. By many however the 
mene ""COIiBlderM. ratber 10 Ib~ light of. dl&euE'. or It It'a~t "tIM IndicatlOD of one, and thenOll 
arote 1M 11k.1eot form of emlily from tbe byslInd .. rs In Ihe words ZEY ZOZON, from wludllba JtaJin 
Vi ... i, deJlflMl, .00 tbe EDgH.b espreuion of .. God bleM you." 
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piOUA draughts of wine, toasting the bride and bridegroom, the English 
Milordi, Signore Alessio, and others : and now it was that I fancied I 
could discover the meaning of old Anacreon in some of his Bacchana­
Jian expressions from the manner in which these Grecian topers drank, 
("",,1) many of whom filled two and othen even three gnblets with 
wine" ; then taking up one with the right hand they applied it to their 
lips pouring the contents· of the other two into it with the left, and 
never Dloving the cup from the mouth till the whole of the liquor was 
dispatched: these triplets were received by the rest of the company 
with unbounded applause. Possibly the celebrated Thracian Amy.tis 
may have been a similar trial of Bacchanalian skill, and not a goblet, as 
it i. generally rendered. 

Neu muhi Damalil men 
Bu.urn Tbreicia ,incat AMYSTIDE. 

The feast 'was kept up with great merriment and noise till Signore 
Melas came in to pay us the highest compliment in his power, by in· 
troducing us into the gynteconitili, where the ladies were assembled . 

• A greU d;stipdion between the ancient and the modern topers of Greece seeml to be, thai the 
J.ttel ne,er mingle waler wilh Ihtrir wine, th0u«b tbtl former obter,ed thi. cuMtom .. a very peral 
rule: 

'0. fli" ~ ~,J'()" Iflltl'Yf/" I,,) t:p1frilpfn t:lu ~cwp: 
They even worshipped the Acrotopotee Of ~u .. win .. drinker at • beillg 10 superior in atl'ftlglh of bead 
u to be wonhy of di"ine honour. (AtheoEI, lib. ii. p. 39): they eluted their wines iolo two 1I01U, the 
dA,'Yoftipo. and qX~ •• according to the pro~rtion of ".ter they"ould bear. Plutarch mentionl 
Ihree different mixture. in 1.116 amongel winu-dnnke,,: Itt. Three partl of ",ater to two of "ine: ~ 
Two of water to one of wioe: .nd 3d. Three of water1.o one of wine (8yml" I. iii. Q. 9). Atbenteul 
hO""eT r~porta that tbere "at .nother mixture in vep .mongel the detelTllloed 'Dian. of Bacchu; 
thill "'Mil the ,..hn-I:lu-Uw (lr five JXlrte of wine to two of wlter. Some WiDell are reported to hue been 
flO .trong .s to admit of twenty parta of waler 10 one of "ine! Vid. Od. I. 'W9, and Hippocrat. lib. il. 
de Morb. in fin. The aDCteDII tempered their willC18 with cold or wann water, according 10 the IMMIOD 
of the year or the ,late of tbeir ItOmacb,; but th,t ouJlpm which lOundl the mOBt extraordinary to a modern..,. il tbe miJ:tore of ..... ".Ier with thl wine, tho 6,,,,,,, SQAQtI'riflc~IW, .. it i. called by Hi~ 
crate.. I u.ed to hue my doubt. .bout the ~ge of Horace relpecting the Chium maris expen, aDd 
Wd indioed, to I~ willi lbo.e eommeotators "ho conlidMed it u bome-brewed. until I round. the 
CUllom moat uphddy mentioD«i by Adleneu8 (lib. i. c. 1 g), wbo eayl that under it lbe allegory of 
Bucbu fl,illg to tbe Ilea i . .. eiled: ~.,a, tI~.l .,.o~ &1.-0". 'lMf"l'XLO",""1: S.M{IJ'"fI:· Cert.ainly thi. 
1IliEtUre.r:ouki lIot be IDa'" revolting or IUIUIeOUI daaa the ~ reMGco of tbe modems. "hieh becclMl 

p-latabl. 'Z!'bit. It i. cunoue that the Romaic name for wioe it IfP4tI'I. "hich, lib the wON crater. 
11 ~... lIM aorifut CUJto1D of aiD .. .,..at8f with it. 
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In flM"i~ through the gallery or portico we observed .. great quantity 
of riclt bed-furnitu .... , consisting of purple velvet embroidered with gold, 
wbieb is a1_ys sent with tbe bride and displayed for public admiratioa 
....... these occasions. We had heard tbat Ioannina was celebrated for 
die bfoauty and fine complexion of its females; and certainly \ve were 
not disuppointed when we entered into the apartment where a party of 
the wost channing women in this capital' were collected together. 
Tht-y 1St in B large circle round the room, tuperbly attired; but the 
liquid lustre of their eyes put to shame the jewel. that sparkled in their 
raven trea'les. Tbe rellection came forcibly aero .. the mind, what 
brutea the men must be who could desert the society of such master­
pieces of excelling nature, to indulge in the low gratifications of 
riotous intemperance f By the smiles and whispers that went round 
the circle, we soon perceived that OUf appearance excited much 
cqrioaily, and that our persons and every article of our dress became 
SUbjected to the minutest scrutiny. We were seated on each side tile 
little bride, wbo was scarcely twelve yea ... of age, and was comparati.ely 
80 girli~h that it required a great st;etch of imagination to consider her 
in the character of a matron. She was magnificently dressed t the value 
of the jewels with which she was adorned being estimated at about 
!<X>OI.; an ancient family appendage (that 1I'~"uot X'I"~fA'''' of the Greek 
tragedians) in the shape of an old nurse, ,tood near her, and this 
Argus was actively employed in guarding ber charge and repelling the 
advances of Signore Mela., who was ansioul to impr ... the marks of 
IUo aft'ectioa upon the lips of bis betrothed. One of tbe Albanian 
guardJ haying brouglot in coffee, tbe young lady arose and with a very 
pretty air handed it to Mr. Park ... and myself, who were obliged to 
.... er this i ... eniOll of tile right GI'der of things and aeeommQ<!ate our_ 
.'111 to tbe c"._ of tbe plane. We observed tlu!t her manllers and 
cJeportment _ &CCfIIDplinied -.itb a great sh~ of mildn .... and aft' ... 
1liIity; but lief m.rureo !>ad ftOt niiciently ""patloied .. judge of thei< 
esprelSion: it appeared to us u.t .... 01>_""'" migbt become.b>-

2 



RIIPL11CT!OIIS ON IlllIIIAU IOCInY IN auBCa. 

_ing bet by DO mean. handsome. She was a daugbler of the clUef 
primate of loanoma, """ ber dowry ..... oaicI to be very con.>derable. 
After remaini~ about an hour in the Gymeeonitis we took. our \eave;. 
but in qwtting doe room we remarked a oumber of faces peeping 
out 01 an oppooite Iatticod ... "'do ..... and fouod tbat .. large party of 
yo.mg uDmarried girls bad been keepiog tbe feast io & different apart­
JDeIIt, separated· botb fro," men aod women. The ba.d of music ac­
eompanied ... hack t() ...... lodging. ",h..., we arrived about midnight. 

TIle ..,""" we IMuI 'IriIDeooed n_raIly gaw rioe to 8IlIJIe reflection. 
"port the degradeal state of that..,. .. h .... iofluence bas, in geoeral • 
.. greo.t ... effect upoD oociety. Thi. degradaUOD in Greece is owi~ 
prio";paN,- to • waRt of education amomgst tbe fumaleo, aad an early 
_I:aoion fmm .hat oociety which thay are int.-:led ro ameliorate BBd 
adorn: but indeed if tile lint of these evils were removed. the oecoo.cl 
would soon vlIDidt--fur when good principe. aad a sense of moral 
duties are early iBstilled ioto· the ..md, tbere i. DO need of seclus;"!> 
0' ron6nement. Women who k""", their duties ... e full as apt to prac­
tise them as men, and 1'("."" .... 81 tboy are of a greater share of se&8i. 
bility, are much more easily led to cultivate the mild and social vir1ue&. 
Of all !he cm",tries which· we vi.itetl, I ... '" none "bere Ibis false 
&ystem of treatment was more to be regretted.Umoa in G.....,.,. To 
judge fro .... tbe COlmlen.Dces of the Grecian ilooaIeo, they ""hi·bit .. 
vivacity and brilliancy of exP""";"D tha.t deo<>tn a high. degree Gf 
senti .... ent aOO genioo: they appear also naturally to p ....... a6et1. 
(;"nate and kind dispositions, without an,)' !ieadeooy to lhat opirit 
of prolligacy which ch .... acterizes the sex in maoy countries of the 
SoYth. But what caa ·be elipe<:ted from the s,rstem that is pursued 1 
As sooo as a girl approach.,. the age of puberty, she is more studiouoly 
shut up from public sight than a catholic IlUIl. In the interior of the 
Gynekai ... she is cont!ned·, but taugirt nothing beyooo "'" ut of em­
broid ... y Dr a few other 8uch frivolom accomplishments, and, if her 
nune or mother should be able to read"is inatructed in the science of 
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relics. the biatory of miracl<>-monge .... and other absurditi.,. which su. 
perstitioa. ,has engrafted upon religion. As soon 8S she arrives at a 
mar1'iageable age, she is affianced by her family, 8S a matter of COD V&­

nieace or sordid contract, and may be fe«..'kont'd lucky if she find a 
parity of age in her partner for life. Very rarely indeed is the hyme­
neal torch hghted here at the altar of love: aU preliminaries are 
carried on by the intervention of a third pany; no opportunity is 
givt:n to a young couple of studying each other's disposition, and ac­
quiring that knowledge of each other's character which is so essential 
to connubial happiness; there is nothing to excite those tender anxie­
ties and delicate attentions which interest and refine the soul: the in­
clinations of the partJes most intimately concerned are not thought of; 
the suitor expects nothing from hi!' bride but a silent acquiescence in 
the will of others, and the girl herself, an.Xious for liberty, gives her 
COIl8ent without cousulting or even knowing the inclinations of her 
heart. Very curious surprises sometimes take place, when the bride. 
groom goes to fetch hi. affianced spouse. The beautiful infant turns out 
a picture of deformity; or the plain child is transformed into an angelic 
woman. 

Nothing can exceed the anxiety of parents and friends in this country 
to contract a marriage for their girls·. The brothers in a family, 
make it an invariable rule, Dever to marry until their sisters are 
disposed of; the truth of which was frequently confirmed to me by 
most respectable authority. The strongest instance I ever met with 
of tbi. zeal was in a poor decayed tradesman of Ioanoina. whom the 

• ThUl it wae witb the ancieDt GreU., : nOlbins eeealS to ban been deprecated amotiB them II) 

tDlIeh .. ror • female to remain 'Dnmanilld. 
·A..v~~ cUi ... IkX...w u.......-.. . . 

Sa" the wretcMd Electra iD s.nplUaj.nd ao'" the AII.~nll of Bophocl., 
·0.,.9' "t"l'O.t.,,, 

fyc~'tpo .... H ',"1fV1'f/!t6, 
_ ~ 1"', 'I')'oc 

'''''''''.'''' J).'A' ',AX .. "" .... ~ww. 
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exactioos of the vizir, aod failures in commercial speculations, had re­
duced to the last stage of poverty: his still venerable, though melan­
choly appearance, so strongly excited our compassion in hi:s behruf, 
that we contributed a sum of money for his relief, which might Possi ... 
hly, with good management and good fortune, have enabled him to 
regain a tolerable livelihood; but · he chose rather to give it all a. a 
dowry with his eldest daughter, a very beautiful girl, to a young 
Greek, who, according to custom, refused to marry her without one. 

If the system pursued with regard to f~males in Greece were fo~d 
efficient in pre~ervjDg the morals uncorrupted, and the inclinations 
steady on tile side of virtue, something might be said in its favour: 
but 1 am afraid tbat ignorance and seclusion are quite as bad safe­
guards of innocence as freedom and cultivation: there will be this 
diftcrence indeed, that in one case vice will exist divested of aU refine­
ment, and immorwity exhibit it~elfin the grossest form: the mind too, 
unable to enjoy intellectual pleasures, will yield more easily to the 
seductive influence of the passions. One of the few Greeks whom I 
found aware of this injurious tendency, was Signore Melas, the very 
person whose marriage gave rise to the foregoing observations. A 
more frequent intercourse having subsequeutly made me better ao-. 
quainted with this intelligent young man, I discovered that the real 
motive of his marriage with such a youthful bride, was a wish to 
release her from the fetters· of prejudice, tbat he might place her under 
the care of bis own mother, cultivate her talents, study her temper, 
direct the rising energies of her mind, make the first years of matri_ 
mony only the latter end of courtship, and thus qualify hi. wife to 
become his companion and his fl'iend. These enlightened views of 
Signore Melas may in great measure be attributed to that intercourse 
with society to which his continental travels had introduced him. 

It i. a curious fact that the ancient Greeks, like the modern., were 
guilty of similar errors in the education of their women ( they seem to 
have been quite carel"". of all qualities IlIld endowments in a wife, 



except mool_, and domeotic managelDf!nt·. Those """""" amongst 
tbem who lire noted for talelOt, and con.pieuous in the Ij,t of lame, 
a ........ the most part of tbat <I ... wbo acquired cultivation at th. ex-, 
pace of virtue : they were a superior kind of oourtesans, forming a 
aiddle rank between the prostitute ann the wife, and designated by 
tile tide of 'S'I'"OIIP':U, or female companions: these women, knowing 
.... to gain univerosl admiration tbey must also acquire the polisb of 
education and aCcomplishment, boldly threw off restraint, and asso­
cialet! freely with the men, stndied th.ir ta,tea, infused oj\, into their 
00Dvivial entertaiftmeots, and splendour into their establishments : 
b"""" they became Rot only mistr...... to tbe YOUl'g and d;..i­
pated. but the instructresses of statesmen, aDd the compamofts of 
philo""" •• , ... 

Such esamples are so_times met .,..;th amongst 1116 modern Greeks, 
thotoSh tbe difficulties in the way of emancipation and tho, C\Ilt,v,atioo 
.. laleat are now ml1¢l> greater than they were IOrmerly. , The tragic 
atory 00 ' the unfortunale Phrosini ;. alTeOdy known to tbe English 
1fe8der; but many circumstances connected with it have been 80 ioae­
curatdy deta;led that I shall here venture upon its repetition, This 
~n~ beauty was bighly celel:>rated in Joannina, not more for the 
altractiNe grac .. 01' her person, than for that elegance of manners and 
vivacity of wit, which made her the life and sOlll of society with 
which she r-Iy mixed. I have heord the grav .. t personage. dwell 
",ith raptu,re upon tlte remembrance of her talent., aed the pleBsure of 
.... conversation. With this accompliohed lemale, Mouehtar Fasha 
the vizir's eldest 8On, had formed aD intimate conaexion. The 



STOaT OF PHROBOO. 

etltrangement which thence ensued between him and hi. wire excited 
the most violent jealousy in the mind of that imperious woman, who 
also interested her sister, the wife of Vely Pasha, in hf'r causc. Some 
time elapsed before they could gain any proof against the object of 
their hatred, but at last an opportunity occurred which they eagerly 
seized. A jeweller one day brought to Mouchtar's wife a brilliant rmg 
of great valut', which she recognised as a wedding present made to her 
faithless spouse', and which she found , 011 questioning the jeweller, had 
been left with him for sale by her beautiful rival. Having gained 
possession of the ornament, she sent instantly for her sister, who pro­
ceeded with her to the palace of the vizir: admitted into his pre­
Aence, they raised It terrible outcry and demanded redress for the con· 
tempt thus brought upon them by th~ machinations uf Phrosintt Ali, 
who at this time preserved lns influence in Upper Albania by means of 
his daughters-in-law, and had actually contrived through their aid to 
cheat poor Ibrahim Pasha, their father, out of some very important ter­
ritory, felt unwilling to displease them: ano theretore, raising them 
from the ground, he swore by the beard of Mahomet that their just 
desires of revenge should be indulged: it is also confidently reported 
that he had at this time a criminal intrigue with the wife of Vely, and 
that he could refuse nothing to ber solicitations. 

Trusting none of his officers with the execution of his commands, Jest 
they might either give alarm 10 Mouchlar Pasha, or become the ob­
jects of his future resentment, he went himself at the dead of night, 
attended by hi. body-guard, to the hou.e of the un,u&pccting victim. 
Having gained admittance, and procuTt.,'tI a Jamp, he proceeded at 
once into her chamber, awoke her from sleep, and holding out the 
ring in his hand, inquired if she rf'cognised it. The unfortunate crea .. 
ture immediately read her fate in the stem countenance oflhe tyrant, 
deceit wa. useless, and she confeased the facl. J n a severe tone of 
voice he then ordered her to arise, put on her clothes Qnd follow him. 
At tile fddiog doors of the court he delivered her into the custody of 
the pMroIe. permittisg one tavourite maid aloDe to attend ber mitt ...... 



STORY OF GELlSE)'!. 

They we~ conducted to • Greek church on the borden of the lake 
near the gardens of the Kiosk, and presently afterwards about twenty 
frail women of the lower ranks were conveyed to the same plnce of 
confinement. There they all passed Ule night in prayer, e>a.pcctiJig 
every moment to be their last. The next day however came to a 
close witbout (he fatal order being given. The despot himself seemed 
struck with remorse, and hesitated before he could sign the sentence of 
death: he has even declared since, that he waited only for proper in~ 
tercession to spare their lives. One man indeed, a poor Greek, did 
present him.e1f before him to beg the life of hi. guilty spouse, who w .. 

one of the unfortunates locked up with Phrosini. The vizir laughing 
aloud, asked hllil if he wel't;: content to hvt: in wedlock with a whore? 
and*' the man's replying in the affinnative, he gave an order for her 
release. The t'xecution of the rest took place at night: they were 
taken in a barge from the church to some distance on the lake, tied up 
in sacks, and precipitated into tbe deep : Phrosini and her faithful 
maid, watching an opportunity, before the guards could preveDt them, 
cl&!1ped each other in their arms and plunged into the water to rise no 
more. 

Drowning is the general punishment for incontinency inflictcrl by 
thc Mahom.tnn rulers upon their female subjects both Turkish and 
Greek: but if one of their own women should be caught intriguing 
with a Christian, such an insult upon the faith is not to be expiated but 
by the severest retribution, and the most public example. The follow­
ing scene is copied from Mr. Jones's MS. Journal. baving occurred 
during his residence in Ioannina. 

• 
"1'he day on which I took my leave of Ali Pasha for tbe north 

of Albania, a Turkish girl, of cxtraorJinsry beauty, was stoned to 
death. At IJlY two friends and myself we"" proceeding (0 the 
palace, we heard a person proclaiming something in the Turkl.b lan­
guage, aDd on inquiring of our interpreter, we found it WWl an order 
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for ' every true believer in the faith of Mahomet' to go and throw a 
stone at this poor girl. Her crime was that of intriguing with a Chris­
tian (a Neapolitan in the vizir's service) for which the laws of Turkey 
subj"cted her to this horrible punishment. . 

.. The interviews between herself and her lover bad been facilitated 
by a Jew; but this worthy descendant of Iscariot was the first person to 
betray them. He supped at the Neapolitan's table on the fatal 
evcning, and be had scarcely retired from it ha1f an hour before his in­
formation caused them to be arrested by the Turkish guard. The fol­
lowing morning, Gelisem (this was the unfortunate girl's name) was 
condemned to die. Soon after sentence was passed, her face was un­
co,'ered and exposed to the public gaze, which i. the greatest iu4ignity 
that can be offered to a Turkish female. She was tben conducted, 
amidst the groans and curses of the Mahometans, to a plain at a short 
distance from the town. She had no sooner reached the fatal spot 
than she was partly stripped, and her long black tresses loosened 
about her neck and shoulders. One would suppose tbat ber appear­
ance at this moment might have disarmed even Turk!S of their venge­
ance. But no! .he was obliged to descend into a hole dug for the 
purpose, when these barbarians began to pelt her with stones, utiering 
at the same time a volley of groans ao'd curses. She was tortured in 
this manner for nearly a quarter of an hour, the pebbles being incon­
liderable in size and striking ber mostly about tbe neck and shoulders. 
At length an Albanian loldier, wbo bad probably more humanity than 
the rest, took up a large stone, and, throwing it upon her head, put an 
end to ber misery. She was then left buried under the mass . 

.. The fate of the Neapolitan can be considered as little less severe. 
Af~r having been permitted to remaio at loan nina long enough to wit­
ness tbe cruelties exercised upon bis mistress, be was bimself sent in 
charge of an Albanian escort to the town of Argyr<>-Castro, in tbe in­
terior of Albania, where the plague was violently raging, and wbere 
I ..... thirda of the iDbabitante had already fallen victims to its fury . 
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.. What tetldettd the fate of th .. e unfortunate persons more melan­
choly .AlI, that the girl, who .. as but nineteen year. old, was in a state 
of ptegnancy, and (he Neapolitan wished to marry her; but this could 
not be permitted, according to the laws of the country. I was in­
Formed, however, at loannina, that he might have saved her life as 
Wella. his own by renouncing hi. religion. The girl (00, had means of 
I!!ICaping the punishment of death; but she afforded a singular instance 
<If female heroIsm as w~1I as of that extraordinory attachment which nil 
the Turks beat to the religion of Mahomet. When .he arrived at the 
fatal hole dug in the ground, she was desired by the priest to leap into 
it, 'if tl true btliNlfr in Mahomfl :-if rwt, to leap ot'er it: She took 
the fWther resolution, though the consequence of her not doing so 
.... ould have been tbe preservation of her life. She would indeed have 
been degraded, scouted, and spit upon by the Turk.; but her Ffe 
*<1Ulcl have been spared. 

U Of COUI'!e, we had no wish to be spectators of this horrible scene; 
IlOl' should we have been pennitted if we had had that wish, so enmged 
.ere the Mahometans against the Christians, or, as they are plea..,d to 
term.them, ' the Infidel • .' Indeed it was said at tbe time (and con­
tDderingthe lIDurce from "henet; I received the information,] have reason 
to believe it true) tbata dervish went to tbe vizir next day, and repre­
sented to him the necessity of sacrificing thirty Christian head., in or­
der to save the girl's .onl; but the vimr had him-lurned immediately 
out of tbe room. Had tbill measure been adopted, my head might 
postibly have counted o~. 

"We ... alked througb the 't!eels on this day a. mual; but we 
wereallerward. told that we had acted irnprudebtly in doing so. 
There are certainly maoy parta of Turkey where we might have 
been upooed to \be fury oftbe Mahometan • . Bllt considering the high 
allthonty of Ali t'liaha at' Ioallnlna, All well !IS 'Iris extreme care not 
OIIly to protect but e-ren to p""'ee tbe English, I belie.'<: tte iocurTed 
Tery little danger oft thi. occaaiot>." 



MAllllU.OI! CER'EMOK1U. 

Thus it is these barbarians treat that weak and gentle sex, whom 
tJwy themselvea .drive into error, instead of endt:a\TOllring to retain them 
within the path of virtue: not only do they totally neglect then edll­

cation and improvement, but by their polygamical institution, that 
grOHS ",ioiation of Nature's Jaw. aod the social centpact. they destroy 
at once all those tender affections which llt'e the strongest induce_ 
ments to chastity and virtue. The emancipation of females from 
tyrannical prejudices will be slow but certain atHong the Greeks, and 
they will ultimately attain the proper station to which they are en­
titled; but with the Turk. tbe case i. oery di/ferent, and almost hope­
Ie .. : there amelioratioft i. opposed by the detestable principles of re­
ligion, if indeed it can be called a religion, which teaches that wo­
men are born but (or the gratiOcation of man and the prepagfttioo of 

the species, whtch turns them into slaves, and pC'rpetuates the de­
grading inferiority hy denying them participation e\'~n in the public 
worship of their C_tor. 

The marriage ceremony among the Mahometsns is 6tremely 
'imple, bring merely 0 civil contract signed ami witnessed before the 
cadi. The Greek rites are numerous and absurd in the higllt'st 
possible degree; they hove been 80 often deseribed that a repeti,ioD i. 
unnecessary, but 8S an A~ba.niafl wedding may possibly be new to the 
reader, I .ball fini,h this c!mpte, .. ith the deoc,ipHon of oDe which r 
received from 8 friCftd · ... hl) wa. present at the ce,emon y. 

U The bridegroom goes on boroebavl< to the dwellingofthe bride! 
be i, there presented with .... im""","" loaf, .. llicb be breoks ioo, pieces 
and throw. to the spectator. at the door, who are aU very eager top_ 
cure a piece. When he enters he is invited by the parents to sit down 
to eat and drink, a ceremony which is generally most voraciously com~ 

• PoIyprny man be conaidered u an infringement or the taw nr Nature from tbe general equllity 0( 
"It.. IIM1 fern ... borD into tbe ""orld. in an pllces, and in IU climltes: tbe I?'t'pondetln~ inJeed. 
Iboup ..... n.;. Mid to be on tbe fide of the maltwt, "bieb aeem,1 wise .nd pro'l,dentill rl!gulltion 10 
eovaterbala .... .,.. IDd acoide»" 10 whic:b tbi ... x;' 10 much IDOte upo.d: tha.n th. other. 
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plied witb. Tbe mother kisses the bridegroom, and ti .. round his neck 
a handkerchief, a present from bis fair one and sometimes embroidered 
by ber bands. The duty of the priest is generally performed in the 
house Or garden, it not being at all necessary that it should take place 
in the church. They then mount on horseback, the bridegroom first 
dressed in his best apparel, and carefully wrapped in clo.ks, looking 
very downcast, and supported by his friends, as ifhe were unable to en­
dure so awful a ceremony: the bride is veiled, but loaded with finery, 
which is either ber own, or borrowed for the occasion: at some dis­
tance from the house they are met by their friends and the young girls 
of the neighbourhood, who dance before them to music, which il'l ac­
companied by the vojce~ of the party: this is by tar the most interest­
ing part of the ceremony. On arriving at the house, the father of the 
bride receives her in bits arms at the door, and while she is apparently 
forced to enter, throws a pomegranate agaiDst the wal1 as an omen of 
fertility; the mother of the bridegroom present, her with boney, corn 
and oil, and winding a sbawl round them both, she, together with tile 
relations, drag them into the apartment, tbe bride affecting great re­
luctance and resistance. She is tbere unveiled, and is obliged to stand 
with downcast eyes, like a statue, against the wall. She i, then ,aluted 
by the relations and friends, and is ready to receive any little presents 
which they may be generous enough to offer. After tbis tbey sit down 
to a feast, prepared according to the means of the family, all except 
the bride, wbo frequently remains standing many bours whilst the com­
pany eat, and bows witb great complaisance to everyone that drinks 
her healtb." 



CHAPTER III. 

Shooting Excursion witlt Mouchtar Pasha upon the Lake-Dinner on 

the Island-Invitation to a grand Entertainment b!! the Vi.tir- De~ 
,cription of it-Visits from the chief Grec/cs of Inanrlilw-Signore 
Alessio, the Govtl'1lOr of Zugori-Visil of Ce1'emOllY to tlu! 1-"i2;1'­
IIi. SkiU in Geogt"op/ly-Shooting on tlte Lake-1'halu .. op.uli-Police 
of IOQlInina-Review qf Albania" Troops by the I'izir-Our general 
Manner of Living-Manners and Custom" cif the Greeks-Marriage 
Procession, of one of Ali Pasha's Concubines-Ali's llarem-His 
Gourt and Officers. 

THE day after Signore Melns's marriage fcast, we received nn invi­
tation at about nine o'clock A. M. to accompa"ny Muuchtar PHsha in 
a grand shooting excursion upon the lake. We lost no time in pre­
paring our fowling pieces, and ·desceoded to the quay accompau\ed 
by Signore Nicolo and his brother Giovanni~ where we found two 
caiques waiting for u, by the Pasha'. orders: all the othen belonging 
to Ioannina, amounting to more than 100, were engaged for the sport. 
We observed them already moving towards the southern extremity 
of the lake like a Lilliputian fleet, and our boatmen redoubling their 
efforts, we soon overtook them. Each caiqu{', besides the rOW€'f, con· 
tained one or more sportsmen, with as many guns as they could 
collect. For a considerable distance the squadron moved forward in a 
strait line, driving before it myriads of wild fowl of every 'peeie., until 
at length the boats at the extremities shot a-head, and formed a 
curvilinear line, enclosing a large space of water. • As this circle 
narrowed iy"lf, the birds confined within began to rise in dark masses 
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like clouds, and to fly over our heads. Tben the firing commenced 
from one extremity of the line to the other, and continued about ten 
minutes or a quarter of an hour, until the surface of the water was 
literally !'!trcwed with wild-fowl. \Vc were stationed near the {'('ntre 
of thi~ circle, dose to tbe Pftsha, who had about twenty guns in his 
boat, with one of his Aibanicllls to load them as quick as they were 
discharbted. He is an excellent shot, and very rarely missf'd hi!; bird; 
it is said that he can shoot a hare when he is on horsebttck at full 
galfop, but this feat we ne\'('r witnessed: if practice however can 
make perfuct, be ought to be the hest marksman in Albania. Some 
of his guns w~re of a great length. and he was so Mlrpri .. cd at reeing 
m(' bring down a hird at a long shot with a very short fowling piece, 
that he requested me to send it for his inspection into the caiqne. 
After -the -sporlAn.en had picked up their garno, the squodron was 
again set in motion, to pursue the wild fowl who had retreated to a 
different part of the lake: the scene was exceedingly beautiful, for the 
sun shone brilliantly, and the snow-capt mountains, with the convents 
villages and cypress groves upon the banks, were finely re6ected in the 
transparent water: the firing from the boats had the effect of a naval 
engagement in miniature, the echoe8 of the musketry being increased 
and prolon!,,,,d amidst the fold. of tI.e surrounding bill. : hundreds of 
eagles and YUltllreR flying around the shol'PS of the la'ke, flapping their 
enormous wings, and screaming a. it were witb delight in the p1'Ospect 
of their prey, added much to the grandeur mlhe scene. After we hod 
been th ... eRgaged about four boon, the vizi, him""lf made Iri. appear­
ance iD his state imrge, but did Dot join in the sport; ....,.. afterwards 
the wind began to rise, and oocasioned rather a beavy .well; the 
signal W88 tben given for di8peroion, -and tlte<:,"'l"'" all-baollened with 
their loads tow""d. tbe cily. . Moucburllo,,·e.er had prepa<""" dinner 
at the hou"" of one of hi. rotai ...... OR the i,land, ~ which he invited 
u. to partake:" accordingly we landed at t.he village, and found 'Wry 
excelle .. t fare provided in a bouse remarkable for its extreme _ 
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ness aDd cleanliness. We were placed 00 each side the Pasha at the 
corner of the divan, whilst two Albanian officer. and Signore Nicolo~ 
who was honoured with an invitarion, knelt upon tllt~ floor, to bring 
tht>ir mouths on 8 level with the little round table, or tin tray, upon 
which the provi,ions were laid. My fricnd and myself alone had 
plates, and we all helped ourselves without reserve by means of our 
fingers from the same dish, exc(·pt that now and then the Pasha and 
his guest'J, tllf the :-lake of compliment, dabbed 8 tew handfuls of a mess 
upon our plates. A young Albanian Ganymede, with flowing hair 
and embroidered apparel, stood behind Mouchtar, with u pitcher of 
winc and goulet, from which he helped his master and the rest of the 
party: our fare was pilau, excellent ragouts, fish boiled and fried, fowls 
and pastry, to the number of about thirty dishes. Soon after we had 
dispatched our meal, we It·ft the pasha to the e njoyment of hi,,,iesla 
and strollt'd about the ,'Blage; who::,e neat comfortable manslons and 
clean stre~ts, as wdl as the orderly behaviour and industriou!:\ habits of 
the people, put to shaDle all other places which we visited in this 
country. Palising by a decent church we came into a pretty square, 
where we obsen'ed liIevera) stone seats, in which the old men of 
the village sit basking in the evening sun, after their daily labouf'J, 
and witness the sports and enjoyments of the youth-. I never observed 
a greater appearance of contentment aud happiness than among this 
peopJe; it is so favourite a pJace of resort to Mouchtar, and so useful 
to him ill the pursuit of hi. sport, tbat he governs it oot only with 
mildne .. , but .. ith great partiality. From the village we wandered 
over the islaod, delighted with the fine pro>pects which its eminences 
aWord, and on returning to the house took coffee and smoked several 
pipes witb the pasha before .. e sepamted. As the night was fine and 
c::l~r, Mouehtar, who is insatiable in aU amusements, ordered his. 

• Upoa meoti'm~ dIiI cifQlIll,toee w. leuoed frieDd, he ~ tbd it "u • pd _tIIrr 
apoo ....... o£ ......... : • 

n,etAt II'JIOftU.,. 1 ... lJ,a at} 1tGAa.1TQ1'Ot 
ea .... , ", ... 0,.. cirll IJuritrll' wwp. 


