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caique to row toward. the upper lake, where he intended to spend 
some hours in shooting: we bent OUI' course towards the city, listen
iog to the songs of the Albanian boatmen, and viewing the rcfieclion 
of the lights from the castron in the rippling surface of the water. }'or 
aevernl days aft!."f this excursion we wt'rt~ neady confined to the house 
by continual rain, though the time was in some IlIC'lsure lightened by 
the society of Mr. Foresti and Mr. l'ouqucville, uud by occasional 
visits from the friends and connexions of our host. 

February lOth.-On this day we rect,j"f'd a compliment which we 
ljttle expected, and for which we were indebted to the kind interces
sion of Mr. Foresti: it was an iuvit::ttion from Ali Pa.s}m to accom
pany him to a splendid feast ,given cit the- bouse of Sigtlore Alessio 
aDd to dine at his own lahle: to this honour he had never before ad
mitted any foreigner, of the highest distinction, except the. prescnt 
Lord-1:iuilford: even Sir John Stuart, and Gt'nC'r ... 1 Airf'y governor of 
thc Ionian Isles, though invited to a dinner,. were seated at <Iiiferent 
tables apart from the vizir. \Ve recci\'cd intimation of the honour 
awaiting us just after we had finished our own dinner, but we willingly 
took the chance of death by a surfeit, for the satisfaction of dining 
with Ali Pasha. We harl scarcely time to array ourselves in our best 
apparel before onc of the chaou",hes was at the dClor to prel:cde us 
through the streets, and we set out accompanied by our host. 

All the approacbes to' Signore Alcssio~s man~ion, as well as the 
court and galleries, were crowded with Albanian guard.s and others in 
the pasha'. train. The room. were brilliantly lighted up, and tbe 
clang of cymbals, drums, and Turkisb instrument~ of music, denoted 
the pre ... nce of a potentate.. We .topped for a sbort time in a large 
ante-room, where the vi.ir. band was playing to a troop of dancing 
boys, dressed in the most e1feminate manner, with flowing petticoats 
of crimson silk, and silverwclasped zones around the waist: they were 
revolving in \>De giddy and interminable circle, twilting their pliant 
bodies . ~pto the most cootorted figures, and using the most lascivious 
gestures, tbrowing about their arms and head. like infuriated Baccba-
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nals, and sometimes bending back their bodies till their long hair 
actually swept the ground, iUustrating thereby a distich of Clau
dian which has not unfrequently been misunderstood by his commen
tators. 

Qui. meliul vibrat. pUet vertigine molli 
Membra rolet t verral quia mannor. enDe lupino ? 

In Eutrop. ii. 3SU. 

A nother Latin poet describes these-dances so accurately. that I can
not forbear quoting the lines. 

JUTIt et vago rot4tu 

Dare ftacta membra Judo, 

Simulare v. 1 tremeAlei 

Pede, vllIIte, "oco B.cchu. 

As we cJltered into the banqueting room we observed the vizir 
seated as usual, at a corner of the divan, upon cushions of rich silk. 
Next to him sate a Turkish nobleman, named Mazout Effendi, one of 
the most venerable men I ever beheld, with a long white beard hang
ing over his breast, that exceeded even the vizir's by at least six 
inches: this old gentleman Jived at Constantinople, but generally 
came to spend a few months in the year with Ali, being a vast 
favourite on account of his convivial propensities. Below Mazout 
sate the Archbil:lhop of Ioannina, with the two epitropi or Greek pri; 
mates; so that the whole party, with oUl'selves, made up seven,the exact 
number of the Platonic symposium. Signore Alessio, the owner of the 
mansion, coming out from the midst of a crowd of Greeks who stood at 
the lower end of the divan, advanced with us towards the pasha, who 
received us with every mark of civility, and motioned us to sit down 
upon the sofa at his rigbt hand. He then ordered Signore Psalida ta 
act 88 interpreter, who came up with a face decked i~ smiles and re
verently kissed the hem of bis master's garment, in token ~f submis
sion 1.0 his commands. Ali was evidently in extreme good humour, 
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and dealt out hi, jokes and sallies of wit profusely, which of course 
bad the effect of producing peals of laughter. At last, turning to my
self, &lid stroking his long white heard, he asked if the people in Eng
land wore beards. I replied, only the Jews; at which he srcmed as if 
he scarcely knew whether to smile or frown. Old Mazont in the nl(>an 
time preserved the most dignified silence and' demeanour, nor did his 
impenetrable countenance once relax into a smile·, I scarcely 
thought it was in the power of Bacchus himself to turn this venerable 
Polysperchont into such a merry rogue and very buffoon as he after~ 
wards exhibited himsf'1f. In fact, we learned that the striking contrast 
between his extreme gravity wnrn soher and his boisterous yjvllcity 
when half seas over, renders him so great a favourite with thc'vizir tiJat 
he never goes to an entertainment without him whilst he resides in 
Ioannina. 

After the lap'" of about half an hour the lady of the house carne 
forward with a sih'er pitcher and ewer, and a findy embroidered nap
kin thrown over ber arm : having advanced to the \'izir and made her 
obei8ance she poured out Wann water into the basin, with which he 
'Washed his hands, turning up bis loose slcc\·es for this purpose, and 
washing half way up to the elbow!: tlftl'r he had finislJcd his ablution, 
the water was brought to us and the other guests: this custom certainly 
seems requisite in a (X)untry where the modern use of knives and forks 
iA entirely precluded by a partiality for the fingers. The "izir now 
motioned us to draw roood a circtJlar tin-tray whicb bad been scraped 
bright for the ceremony (Eoli 'f •• '~.)' and wc accoodingly ranged our
selves at his highness'. right band upon rich velvet c","ions, several of 
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which were placed one upon the other for our accommodation: on his 
left sat l\lazout gffeudi, the rest of the !:ip~ce being fill('d by the 8rch~ 
bishop and the primates. Rich scarfs were now thrown over our 
shoulders, and napkins placed before us, so embroidered with gold as to 
serve for no earthly purpose but that of decoration: a fine silken shawl 
being laid upon the vizir's knees, he courteously spread it out and ex. 
~lldcd it to Mr. Parker and myself. 

Before dinnel' a dessert, or antecamium, was placed upon the table, 
consi~ting of applt,s, dried fruits, and sweetmeats. After some of 
the party had nibhled an almond or swallowed a faisin, this quickJ,Y 
disappeared, and a tureen of thick soup was placed by the mistress of 
the iiuuily before the guests; into this the vizir first dipped his wooden 
spoon, and was fi)lIowed by the rest of the company: "next came 8 

roasted lamb, brought in by a servant, to which all fingers round 
the tahle were immediately applied, stripping the meat from off 
one side till the ribs were fairly exposed to view: 1 ought to observe 
that in deference to our customs knive5 and forks were placed before 
the Englishmen, which however they thought proper to dispense with 
as much a. possible: the lamb was followed by a brace of partridges, 
which the vi.ir took up in both his hands and placed one upon 
Mr. Parker's plate and the other upon my own, as a token of ex
treme condescension : scarcely however had they lain there a moment 
... I~n they suddenly disappeared like Sancho Panza's delicacies, being 
snatched up by tbe dirty fingers of the bare-legged Albanian guard. 
who stood around us: this however was done merely to relieve us from 
Ibe trouble of carving, lor when they had pulled them limb from limb, 
tbey very carefully and respectfully replaced them upon our plates; 
and in this manner was every fowl, or duck, or any other species of 
poultry served whicb the courtesy of the vi.ir and of the other guests 
induced them to offer us: and indeed these marks of civility were 
""-ered down 80 thick upon us that I was quite 8url>ri,ed hoW' we 
su"iwd tbi, day', cramming, ... pecially when it i. considered that we 
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had ealen our regular dinner before we came to the feast, and that 
etiquette in this country demands tbat the guests should at least taste 
all the dishes set before them. 

No liquor was drank at this entertainment but wine, which several 
beautiful youths from the vizir's scntgho stood to pour out from 
pitchers into gJa....,s goblets. Two pages would scarcely be sufficient to 
describe the different viands which were placed upon the table singly 
and separately, and upon whleh the first-rate culinary science in Tur
key seemed to have been lavished; some of the ragouts and piquant 
sauces would not have disgf'dCed the civic table of <I lord-lTIctJ"r: the 
most insipid article was the pastry, which was nothjn~', mon' Ihan 
cakes of men], honey. and pibtachio nuts. We had to run the ,caunl .. 
let for about two bours through eighty-six dishes, ull placed ~ingly 

before the guests in a varied 8uccession of TOast and boiled IDt'ats, 
fish, stews, pastry, game, and wild-fowl, &c. until the dessert again 
appeared. In the mean time the Ganymedes hael not been idle with 
their pitchers and goblets, and Signore AlelSsio, the ~1~ ';liTT'" of the 
feast, supplied tbem witb his best quadrimum. Old Muzout had 
once or twice during dinner shewn symptoms of the Bacchic fury 
rising within him, by throwjng open a sash window behind the divan, 
and joining in chorus with the Albanian band that was playing and sing
jng in the anteroom. The vizir however now ordered him to be plied 
with larger and more fre'luent goblets; and, as he i. very fond upon 
these occasions of seeing everyone around him inebriated, he com
manded the crowd of Greeks to advance from the lower end of the 
room and to drink like fishes. As for himself he took only a mode
rate portion of wine, and very considerately requested Mr. Parker 
and myself to follow hi. example. 

The fllmes of the wine began at length to operate SO strongly upon 
old Mazout that hi. tongue seemed resolved to make amends for the 
silence to wbieb it had previously been doomed: be sang droll songs 
in the Turkitb language, exerted hi. lungs in the most violent shouts, 
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rolled about upon the divan, and throwing off his turban exhi bited 
his bare head to view, whilst the spt'ctators, and e-sp('rially the vizir, 
were convulsed with Jal1ghter. Soon afterwards he called the dancing 
hoys into the rOOlll , and snatching a tambourine from tile hand~ of 

their leader, jumped and capered about, beating the instrument like 
a n ancient Silenus: he then ('ndeavoured to catch the boy, who eluded 
his grasp with th~ pliahility of an eel, whilst the old fellow, failing in 
many of hi!i attempts, fell flat upon the ground to the no small merri
ment of the hy-standers. In the midst of this inte-rlude however 
Mazout several times ran lip to Ali, caught hilU with his arms round 
the neck, and Hlmo.\lt suHocated him wi,h embraces, kissing hjm 
on the tort-lif'ad and hosom, and addressing him with expressions of 
the most t<md att(l chll1t'nt: from the vizir he rao off again to the 
dancing huys, and at I .. st ~t'i:ting their coryphreus, he nearly stitled him 
with careSbCS ; then dragging him up to thf" divan, he coaxed Ali to 
give him a handJul of small gold coins, which he wetted with his 
spittle aud steck like spanglt"s ova the boy's td.ce, who struggled very 
hard to get free, that he might pocket the affront. 

When the dancers had quitted the room the toasts hf"gan to circulate 
with g~eat rapidity, all of which were drank in full bumpers. Ali gave 
the health of the Prince Reb",nt, and the lWyal Family of Great 
Britain; in return for which we drank to the prosperity of his house 
and dynasty, and to the immortal memory of Pyrrhus, his heroic 
anct.lor. At length 1 proposed a toast hy way of experiment. to see 
the effect which it would produce : this was-healtb and pr05perity to 
Salce Bey-the vizir's youngest and favourite son, who, as it js 
strongly conjectured, is designed for his successor. This proposal was 
received with evident satisfaction by the vizir, and by the most raptu_ 
rous applause from all tbe company; Ali took a full bumper. old 
Mazout three. and tbe archbishop. who had tor some time foug~t 
.by. demanded two ; P ... lida reiterated hi. shouts with Stentoria" 
lung.; SignOre A1eQio ordered a fresh barrel to be tapped. tbat aU 
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might do justice to the loast, and the Greeks encircling the vizir and 
kissing the hem of his robe., tossed oil' glass after glass 'ill h,' desired 
them to forbear. This tou.,t, by-the-hye, wa.~ proposed and drank 
twice again during the evening, but no one thought of giving the health. 
atht'T of ~fouclltar or V t'ly Pasha. ·Soon after this ebuHition, the 
archbishop prudently drcampcri, and Psalida, who had for some time 
been guilty of clipping the vizil"s Greek, being leil off the field hors de 
combat, our host Nlcolo occupied his place as interpreter of tongues. 

During a short 10t(,T\'al of (Iuictt I took the opportunity of alSking 

Ali whether there was any truth in the report that he illtcndt'd Salre 
Bey to e~;oy the aeh-antages of' foreign travel by visiting the different 
European courts: to this he answered, that the plan had bC'en 8trnngly 
recommended to him, Rnd that he bad taken it into serious considera
tion, but it '\VB ftO (:ont""1 to the custom of his countrymen that he 
fdtobliged. todeeUne it. He asked how we liked Ioannina,anrl whether 
our host conducted himself well towards us: upon our answering that 
be Was a good fellow (IUI:>'~( :~9f!ol""'), he shook his head anti said-u His 
father was." He then desired us, in his usual hyperbolical style, to 
consider all his posses~ions as our own, anrl commanding silence in the 
room, he declared in a loud tone, that he should consider no man his 
friend who did not shew us civility and attention. Some lime before 
this .peech was ended old Matlout began to be very impatient, and at 
length commenced a humorous song, whi(:h alas r he was unable to 
fihish, for unfortunately overbalancing himself in one of his outrageous 
IIftitud ... , he fell off the sofa and rolled under the table: whilst be lay 
Ulere, the Greeks seeing how the vizl-r was inclined, seemed to forget that 
.. we .. hich tbe presence of an autocrat, upon whose breath their very 
liveo depended, might inspire, and began to 1,layall.ortfof practical jokes 
upon each other, tripping up beelo, knocking off calpace, and exploding 
4Ietonating ban. ell., to the ear: the noi ... and confusion thus occa.. 
oioned fOused bid Maaout Effendi fi'om hi. trance; for, statting up in 
II IpI."Ilies of deliriulll, be tlIn.t hi. band and arm through the sash win-
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dow bebiud him: the joke seemed to be relished; Signore Alessio thrust 
his arm through another pane. and J\rlazout immediately broke in the 
whole sash with bis luwds and feet: all the Grc(.'ks now {t'll to, a.nd in 
like OlanDer demolished every window in the apartment, amiihit t\\e, 
loud lliughll·r of Ali, and the Bacchanalian triumph of the Effendi, who 
ran to caress the vizir aiter every teat ~vhich he pcr~ormed. 

When thi~ work of destruction was fillished Ali gal'c thc signal for 
breaking up the party, and silence iUlIllcdiatdy succeeded to thc yells 
which a few minutes ucfi)l'c would have astoundcd an Indian war-tribe. 
The Greeks IlOW rtotired to the bottom of the room, the pitcher and 
ewer witll warm water were again introduced, and the custonlAry 
ablutions pertoflu.ed: then several guards entered and preceded the 
vi.li:lr with long wax tapers to the bead of the staircase,'wherehe stopped 
a lew minutes, asl..cd f«lI' his English fricnus, and took a \'cry courteous 
leave (If us. At tlle outer door, in the area, &tooo several hundreds of 
his Albanian retinue with a finc Ar.bian charger richly caparisoned: 
vaulting into his saddle be sct ofl'in a gallop towards the St'rai of Lita .. 
ritza, tollowed by hit; motley crew, shouting, waving their torches, aDd 
running at full speed to keep up witb their chief. Mr. I'ad,er and my
self walked sileDtJy home, listening to the retreating uproar as ~t lessened 
on the ear, and when we arrived at Signore Nicolo's mansion w~ 
stared at each other and asked mutually whether it was not all .. 
dream-? 

• I .ubjoin to this accqunt one OUI of many puuges in we Odyuey wluch mark II ~1r(Jog' eimill(l,. 
between ancient and I1.odlnn cU!ltom. III convivi.1 entcrtainmlml': 

}.c,w,{Ja , GjJ fl ."..}.oc r/'f'Xo., '"xl:tlf ~ 
KOAp xpVG'ilp, i.orie npY"PlO'" Xi!3>Jr"r, 
Ni~l(u';;G" 'll"QPf& " £'''4'' lraw.ffl "par,' .. ,,' 
~'i1'''), ;; cWloI" 1'«~., ftpi~'111'( ;tp.."G, 
E,~ara lI'OXX i'll"tS-i'ffG, x~,.u" rGjKo,..,..,)' • 
.6«,rpOc &I ~y 'll"i)'QlCG( 'll"api3"':l), .~ 
110,..,.01 .. )', rapa. Ci ~ 1'(3" )(pVl'''« 1t~1rt).M. 
R~pllE;; «Vriw. ~' iwtlxfTO OI~GXOII.~"". 
'Et r ~A90)' ""9fITvptt Jyfr>'spcr' o. "_,, t."f'Q 
'E(£tl/{ U'oJ"/'O ".,.. "M<r~ rl .9~"( fl' 
T"" U o:ipVO''''r ,.. .. ,~ Jrl xitp"r lxtWy, 



56 SIGNORE AL"ESSIO. GOVERNOR OF ZAGORI. 

Next day I believe the sun had not run through half hi. course ere 
it was known to every persoll of note in loannina that th"e two English 
milordi had dined with the vizir: in consequence our room for several 
luccessivc mornings was crowded with visitors, and from this time we 
enjoyed tile most li'cc and uninterrupted intercourse with the society of 
the place. Amungst the carlit'st arrivals was our late host Signore 
Alessio, who was evidently considc:red first amongst the Greeks of 
Ioannina, and stood highest in the despot's favour: this favour how
ever he was obliged tu retain by great sacrifices: it was but a short 
time since he had pn'sented him with a complete service of plate, exe
cuted in the most .superh style at Vienna; and yesterday very mag
nificent gifts wcr~ sent to the inmate .. of Ilis haremt-_8s is customary 
when he honours one of his suhjt'cis with his company at dinner. Ales
alo's father had been the pTinc:ipHl inslrulllPnt 111 galliing the Pashalic of 
Ioannina for its present ruler: in rCIlIt ·mhrallce of which sen-ice he had 
made the son gov('rnor of Za,gori, olle uf tile four <listricts into which 
the prmrince is divided. It lips 1I(,l'lh-ea5t of the city 011 the other side 
of Mitzikdi, extending up towarcls Konilza aod Ort'vna, and including 
forty-eiAht towns and vtllages, o\'e r wliich Alessio has almost sovereign 
away, and from which lit, draws a princdy revenue. At I08nnina his 
]evces are aUended by the principal inhabitants, and Ilis society is as 
much courted 3S if he were a pasha himself. I have often s('('o him 
mounted upon a richly caparisoned whi,tc charger, taking his morning 
ride, followed by young men of the first Greek families in his train, 
Many persons however augur no good from this ostentation, knowing 
the capricious disposition of Ali, as well as that crafty policy of his 
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which leads him sometimes to strike down the towering eag1e that the 
smaller birds may be kept in awe: in the mean time Alf'ssio sticks to 
the old maxim of living whilst he caD, endeavours to keep his master in 
good humour, and sacrifices a part or his fortune to retain the rest. In 
the list of our other visitors may be di3tinguished Signore Colovo, 
the vizir's dragoman; Signore SakelJario, one of his physicians, who 
possesses a superb collection of coins and antiques, but seems totally 
ignorant of the value they might acquire by arrangement, since he 
keeps them all mixed together in a leathern bag, and looks at them as a 
child d()t>s 'at his playthings; Signore Giovanni Mel.s, who has been 
already introduced to the reader', notice; the two primates of the city; 
Signore Stavro, a merchant of great opulence; Demetrio Droso, chief 
secretary of Mouchtar Pasha, whose mother is a branch of tJle Doble Ve
netian family of Maruzzi; he came accompanied by two beautiful little 
girls his daughters, the one five and the other six years old, w~om we 
made very happy by a present of 80me English toys. It is .carcely 
possible to conceive any th!ng more lovely than these children: their 
parents seem extremely fond of them, dressing them in the riche.t gar
ments, carrying them in proces~ion8, and exhibiting them to stran .. 
gers, tbough they take good care 'to immure them from sight as .oon a. 
their beauties begin to expand. 

February a.-This afternoon we thought proper to call and pay 
our respects to the vizir. after the extraordinary civilities we had re .. 
ceived. W~ found him at his serai of Litaritza, in his favourite little 
Albanian room, the only one in which we ever saw him more than 
once. His prime minister was with him, named Mahomet Effendi, a 
.illy old man "ho studies astrology and occult sciences till he think. 
himself gifted with inspiration, and will pore for many hours together 
over an old globe, though he know. not whether the earth moves round 
the SUD, or the cootrary: it would be well if he were content lo pro
nounce oracln upon ,cience and politic.; but he i. withal a violent bigot, 
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fierce aDd implacable again.t heretica or unbelievero, and ready to ex ... 
cute the tJlOSt horrid commands of his despotic ruler. 

The dress of the vi7.ir hoth now and at other times appeared costly 
but never gaudy; his magnificence shone rather in the brilliants that 
actually cO\'ercd the walls of this apartment. He is extremely fond of 
tbus concentrating his wealth into a small compass; certainly it is use", 
fu) to guard against the possible effects of a reverse of fortune: a little 
before our arrival in his dominions he had purchased six pearls, said to 
be the largest in Europe, and siDce our departure he has bought a dia
mond from the ex-King of Sweden lit the price of lS,OOOl., which, with 
a number of others, he has had formed into a star, in imitation of one 
which he saw upon the coat of Sir Frt:dt:ric Adam: this he now wears 
upon his breast, and calls it " his order .... 

He was in .uch good hllmour this day that he would not luffer u. to 
depart .... h ... we bad finished ollr first pipe, but ordered a second aDd a 
Ihird: he .poke freely upon Ihe revenes of Bonaparte, informed us of 
the defection of Murat from the French ?use, aDd called for a very 
fiDe Turkish map of Europe that we might point out to bim the ge0-

graphical situation of the armi .. at this time contending about the 
liberties of the world. He appeared very ignorant, like all the Turks, in 
geography, not knowing where to look for Malta, or even for AncoDa, 
which it behoved him much to kno .... as an important .... port oppooite 
hi. own coasts. 

D.lmatici. oboozi. 8octibu. AnCOIl. 

Mr. Pouqueville indeed llIISured me, that Ali once """"boned him 
upon the expediency 'of """ding a ohip of war to be coppered and 
rigged at Paris, and at another time .... i.bed the French army a fair 
.... ind to carry them to Vie .... a. eoDOtantinople being a seaport, Ihe 
Turk. presume to think that "''''1 other capital city D1ustnecessarily be 
to 100. Our eonversation turned chiefly u~ the great militarYeYllD1I" 
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at this tht>e pending, and he seemed well aware of the tottering pow"" 
of the French emperor: he spoke of his own wars as petty actionl in 
comparHioli' with the extensive operations of the great continental 
armies; though subsequently, wlren I was better able to converse with 
him in Romaic, he related some of his adventures with great apparent 
satisfaction. He asked us hOlY we liked his Albanian room, and upon 
our expressing approbation of its comfortable appearance, he said, 
with some degree of vanity, that in this he was his own architect. At 
our leaving the palace he requested us to call frequently upon him, 
and as usual made u. an UDqualified olfer of all hi. poss .. sions. 

On the day after tlUs interview we made 8 shooting excursion with 
Giovanni Melas, and ouTtwo.hOlts: having received pennission to shoot 
in the upper region of the lake, which, according to tbe game 18 ... 
established by Mouchtar Pasha, is preserved for his private amuse
ment, we had excellent sport, and Mr. Parker had the luck to shoot 
what is called a thalasoopuli, or bird of the Ilea. One or two of these 
fowl~ arc generally seen in every flock : it is nearly twice the size of a 
duck, and is decked ",ith a superb top-knot of scarlet festhers upon 
its bead, whilst iIB .... ings are beautifully variegated with porple and 
white: it is eometiIDes called the 604 Pasha's bird/' (.,...;),.1 Tii Dot,,"I"): no 
one presumes 10 kill it if the pasha be present, but each endeavours to 
procure him a Sbot by ""Jl'lAting it from the rest, and whoever sue
"""cia i. sure of being liberally ",warded. We returned to dine upon 
the jsland, in a very Beat and comfortable mansion, and were 80 
pleased with our accommodations that we sent for our trunk-beds from 
the city, and Antonietti to dress the wild-fowl. Next dRY we made a 
second excursion upon the water, visiting several monasteries, and the 
ruins of Gaitriz1..a. In the evening, as we returned to Ioamu,aa. by 
moonlight, I ordered my boat with Signore Nicolo, to row round the 
precipi<:es of the castron, which beautifully overhang the lake: as we 
gliikd genUy over the SuTmce, and had just passed a high projecting 
ang'e, we hearl1 A. c:ntlrlCD plunge, as if some heavy body had fallen into 
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the water. I inquired of Nicolo what this might be, who coolly replied, 
U he suppoeed it was some incontinent lady tied up in her sack and 
thr_ over the, rock;" for thus it is that tbe inhabitants of these 
region .. in tbe solemn stillness of the night, hear-

Plunpd amid tbe 9UlJ~u waves, 

The rrequenl corpse -. 

We returned immediately to the spot, but the water was extremely 
deep, and the unfortunate victim, if such it was, was then hid from 
mortal view. We landed on the south side of the fortress, aod in 
passing through the narrow intricate Janes in this part of the city, we 
observed the patwle cArrying off a man to prison who had wounded 
another in 8 quarrel. My guide assured me that these occurrences 
are "ery rare in loanninll. since the vimr hu instituted the strictest 
police regulations, Rnd acts with great impartiality, as far as regards 
the different classcs of his subjects, in punishing the disturbers of 
public tranquillity. 

Next morning after this excursion, we went to see a grand re
view of Albanian troops, which for the last month had been drawn 
together from all parts into the capital, to tbe terrible annoyance of 
the poor illhabitants, upon whom they were quartered. It ,was sus
pected that the vizir had some deep and important" design in view, 
upon which conjecture was very busy. The review, jf such it can be 
called, took place in the paddock adjoining the kiosk. The soldiers 
stood conversing in group", strolling about, or lying down upon the 
ground, all except one regiment which contained maDY FraDks, and was 

• TtM ~"ilhment for the I&INI crime IfIIIIDI 6GCe to ha .. been lIno"l1 in Euctuad:. See Cb.ucer', 
M •• D.tII.T ..... w ......... y..ptoJu.\WJ. 

ADIl jf 1 clo dwt Ill:h, 
Do stripen me aod }Nt me in ... lI:h, 
Aad .in the aut riftl' do ... drencb. 

Col. ..... , in biI ~ (p. 410), ~ IOIIIe iDItaacet to prow that it exiJtod also &mq the 
_0N0I00. 
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ahout half disciplined: to this a band of heterogeneous music " .... 
auached. Mr. Pouqueville once asked Ali how he proc:ureJ these 
musicians: his answer W8S--r.~ rx;1-,I"'~' u I "tole them :?' that is, he in
duced them by promises and bribery, to desert from various regiments 
in the Ionian islands. No military c\'oiutions took place, but the 
names of the men were caJled over, and those who wao.ted money for 
anns or other accoutrements, Of had great arrears of pa; due to them, 
or any grie\'ances to complain ot~ were allowed to make their com
plaints, or offer their petitions to the vizir, who sat in a small room 
with large heaps of money near him, and his st~cretary by his side. 
He once eodeavoured to discipline more of his troops according to the 
system of European tactics, but was too prudent to persevere j(J thi!:l 
plan, wilen he saw how extremely Hdverse it was to the prejudices of 
his Albanian palikars, and how it interfered with their customary and 
almost natural system of warfare. The troops which struck us most in 
this as!lemhlage were the Miriditi or l\Iirdites, the bravest of all the 
tribes settled iu Albania, and who wear the red shawl, and the vest 
a la Tancrede. They inhabit the country between 'l'iranlla and 
Alessio, bordering upon the pashalic of Scutari, and can arm 10,000 
men against an invading enemy. They arc supvosed to be descend· 
ant8 of those Latins who Bed towards the west after their expulsion 
Ji-om Constantinople by Lascaris, and those whom Roger II. killg of 
Apulia, employed iri his unfortunate 'I'hessalian expedition: their 
language i. lull of Latin and Italian terms. They proless the Roman 
Catholic rites, and are governeti in religious matters by a bi8hop, caned, 
in their own language, Knez, ond by priests ",nt from the Society de 
Propaganda: they are much Olore intolerant and bigoted than either 
their Turkish or Albanian neighbours; nnd very few instances eVe! 
occur of their changing their religion. Their temporal cbief i. deno
minated Pringla.s: they live in small villages and are very poor, but 
hUneM: tbey acknowledge the nominal authority or the pasha of 
Sculari, &Del oend him a small annual tribute; bat they never admIt 
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4i' troops within their terriwries. Tbe predeces80r of lh.ir present 
chief " ... treacherously .... assinated in the very palace of Scutari: 
this 9De never enters the pasha's dominions without an escort of three 
huadred meo, fifty of whom attend him in the audience chamber, with 
their hands upon the triggers of their muskets, ready to fire upon the 
fiJSt appearan~ of treason. On another occasion the pasha hung one 
of their pricbts; for which they immediately retaliated by catching and 
gibbeting three Turkish dervishes. Ali has contri\'ed to gain them 
over to his interest .. by distributing presents among their chiefs and 
priests, and giving double pay to the private individuals: he always 
employs them in JJis most uesperate underulkings, and I understand 
that, without tLem, he would lntve found it diflicult to hav(' taken 
Gardiki. We soon returned borne from this exhibition to superintend 
the operations of Antooiett.i, whom we had left preparing a dinner in 
the Frank fashion, to whi<:h we had invited several of our Greek ac
quaiotance, 

Our general style of living in loannina varied but little from that we 
were accustumed to in our own country. We had cufflJe to breakfast, 
.nd French bread li'om a baker established here by Mr. Pouqueville, 
with whit:h we used an excellent substitute for butter in a spt·cies of 
scalded cream called cairnac-, At dinner we generally eat stewed 
meals, ""Tied with pilau, poultry, hares, partridges both of tbe com
mon and tbe red-legged species, snipe .. plover, aDd wild fo .. l; of 
these iatto< we sbot 80 many, that after dressing them ill every possible 
JXI.Ilnner, and even llIBking pies of them, we became 80 tired of ducks, 
tiaat we distributed aU in future amongst our frie&d.. lrIutt<>l1 i. 
the best meat in this colin try: the beef i~ I6ard and void of fat: the 
pori i. often ""tremely good. I "ever recollect seeing ~eol at any 
table whatever. For vegd&'bles we """".lIy eat bpilcol ""ions, the 
cultivation of the ~ not :yet havHag been introduced at loon-

-----------.--------------------------------------.,.~ 
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nina; but in the spring we procured very fine greens and lettuces: 11* 
Greeks are as yet extremely deficient in the art of making cheese, it 
being very salt and crumbling, without possessing any distinguishing 
flavour: it is made from the milk of sheep and goats, which is turned by 
a rennet from the intestines of a lamb: our wine was generalJy the pro
duce of the islands, which is better than that made on this part of the 
continf'nt: in the evening we took a cup of coffee, and prepared OUf

selves for repose by the narcotic influence of the most fragrant tobacco. 
In thi!i system we deviated from the habits of the people among whom 
we s~journed. 

T!le modern, like the ancient Greek, is abstemious in his mode of 
li\·ing. He rises very early in the morning, the dawn of day being the 
most delightful part of it in these climates, wllere aH the business of 
the market is generally done long before an Englishman has taken his 
breakfast. After a pipe and cup of coffee, with which alone the 
G reek breaks his fast, he sannters about, calls upon his friends, or at
tends to business till noon, when his principal meal is served up: he 
generally takes this with bis family alone, friends being rarely jnvited, 
except ob particular festive occasions like a marriage or the anniver
sary of a birth~day. The fare consists of boiled rice, sometimes mixed 
with oil and vinegar, vegetables dressed with oil, an article which enters 
largely into all their dishes, mutton boked with almonds or pistachio 
nuts, stewed meats, pilau, olives called columbades, thin pastry made 
of eggs, 60ur and honey: the wine of the country is gl'nera\ly drank, 
and the fruits of the .... 80n are served up as a dessert: the dishes are 
placed separately upon the table, and each memher of the family help" 
himself with fork, or spoon, or tingen, out of the same recep~· • 

. • Tbetimetl of taiins food Rem to oomlfpond .,ery accurately with thollfl obter'fed by tbe aocilllDtf, 
~l&. tM apm,,, early in the ~~illl. tbe ali'll""" in the middle ~r the day, and the J6p1l'O~ i~ the 8'fe~ 
iq. lClCOfdilC to AtbenllUl (lib 1. Co 10.) "ko quotll w foUoW1J1C fRgment of .,&cbJlu. In tapport 
of ........ 
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• fier dinner the females retire to the g.~nekQw., and the men indulge 
in a siesta; in the afternoon visIts are generally made or received, at 
which sweetmeats, pipes and coffee are presented to the guests. ] f the 
weather be fine, parties are made to walk in the environs of the city, to 
row upon the Jake, to visit the island, or the monasteries on its banks, 
and about sunset they return to supper, which, for the most PliTt, is a 
very frugaJ meal. At some houses cards are introduced, and IIlUOY 

French and Italian games arc in vogue. This amusement was very 
common at tbe mansion of Signore Alessio, from which our hust N i~ 
colo frequently returned with lighter pockets. Those who rise early 
general1y retire early to rest, and this is the case with the G reeks, who 
rarely keep late hours. 

'Ve were now in the latter end of the carnival, when the severity of 
the police laws is a little relaxed, and the inhabitant. are allowed to 
parade the atreets at all hours of the night, singing to their guitars, after 
having sacrificed to Bacchus. As the upper ranks indulge now and then 
in ma!fquerading at their convivial parties during this season, we eo-

:!:iror t d otr,u ';'':''''',0. 
~ Apno., ';('10'0., U¥'flt (f o.ipc:jcr$-o./, rp(o.' 

Tbis distributlon is al80 confirmed by Juliul PolluJ: (lib. ,i. c. 17.) who _,. the 6"'t meal wu called 
dPlroJ', the&econd &i"J'OJ'. aDd the third, wbidtcmly omain perlDOI and not all took, n. Up_, ';6p,,~, or 
&!p'"f«(' it it alia the cue amona the modern GreeD that many l"taiD from this meal. 1 'be gourman~ 
orancient time. appM' to bue .. I four timM a day •• inee Pbilemon quoletfby Atheneul (in loc ClI.) 
'pn-It. of the rl~"'n"~, ,I,.ftJ', i"".",,,I"'. aud c.itnW'. In tbe heroic a~ two meat. _m to hue 
aulRce4, tbfI ~f&t "ailed dr:pcin~J"l or _aptQr (Cor PI.utan:b. Symp.1. fiii. Q. vi. tbiuk. the termll !lyno· 
llyaoua.alJUmg Ctom EumatUlln the Od,....,. prepum, tbeOpi'oJ' at tbeda"n of day) uti the Mnoor, 
ukalt. a£tertbe bualftflll DC the day W'U Dt'er,·UI-IOC ~ ",,"01-lOC trqt Ii";' w..AoiCl'elro o.:'''J'Or. Ci'liiiu.tioo, 
with ita OOUlqllfll1t luxury, introduced tbree menl meall ; but tbe M'buiOOtltl orboo·fi,.antl indolged io 
fOllr, wbibt.ome abltemiolll ,.eneratol'l of antiquity ad.bered to two. I cannot ap1MI witb the opinion 
of cIiiIe who thillk tbat at any time the encit'nll lUCie only one meal, except aT,,, ecet':lllric chane. 
ten, ii.1Jecl po_,riJ<'r1!C, "hom w. SDd ridiculed CD tbie .ery account by 1M .. ririe pMlI (v;d. frag. 
Alo:r.id.apud Atbee.um,1. ii. CJ. 8.) no. oftbe aociemIIC<whoate thrice. diY, seem, liketbe modern@, 
10 h.t'II made but Dae hearty.-l, tbe tint .1Id. •• _fboing . Iight repulIo. Ju.t luftici.1I1 to prl'vt:1I1 
1llIe&SY _.tioea. dwI el'ecta or futilll> .u.c. we Sod Placo ee,e~ly ropntbeadl1J8 Ibl:! SyracUlllna. who 
d;i- aDd lUppe4 ~11 OD the IUNI day, ud C'I*O in.ti,;ba arilll\ droe RoDlaal, ~l.io encuurased a 
"mnu praeti08. 



MA.RRIAGE PROCESSION OF ONE 01" Al.l'':5 C():\(:Ulll~ES . ('S 

tcred into the spirit bf the custom, and arrayed oursch'es 11\ assumed 
characters, Nicolo as an English officer, Mr, Parker as a Turk, and 
myself as an old Greek lady, decked out in the rieh "elvet clothes of 
our venerable hostess. My two companions were frequently discovered. 
but my own disguise was 50 complete that we nearly made the wboh ' 
circuit of our visits before I was u!1masked: this occurred in the last 
house we entered, belonging to a sister~in·law of Signore Nicolo: 
here I was at first permitted freely to sit amongst a large purty of fe~ 
males, until a fine young gir1, named Alessandra, eyeillg me attentivel)", 
cried out, rl~ola ~y.9'PW7rO'. " it is a man," and the whole party scampered 
off as if they had been stung by a gad-Ily, hiding themselves in evcr)' 
nook and corner of the house. 

The same evening, after changing our dress, we witnessed a very CX~ 
lidordinary marriage procession from the window of another of Nico· 
lo's relatives. I never recollect seeing such a. crowd in the streets of 
Ioannina as on this occasion, lVhich was the deportation of one of 
Ali's own concubines from his harem to the house of an officer to whom 
he had given ber in marriage. One would have thought it impossible 
that a victim who had escaped from the bara of such a prison; in which 
sensuality reigns without love, luxury without taste, and slavery with
out remission, could have complied so far with custom as to walk, in 
the first ecstasies of liberty, with a motion not much quicker than the 
minute hand of a town'clock : she was attended by no persons of her 
own sex, but her train-bearer and supporters were Albanian 8oldiers, 
friends of her future spouse; from the great number of torches carried 
in procession, we were enabled to get a perfect view of her face, which 
was by no means handsome: ber figure was very lusty, but t.\Ij. 
amongst tbe Turks is considered more beautiful than the proportions 
of the Medicean Venus. She was superbly attired, but we were 
informed that the pearls and brilliants which adorned her head and 
neck were only lent for the occasion, and would be returned next da, 

'"OL. 11. " 
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to the oeragIio. The dreos she wore, and two bther ..,its, which, to
getber with the furniture of lhe bridal bed were carried after her by the 
Albanian guard" .. as all the dowry she received from bcr former 
maoter. 

It is not by any means an unusual thing with Ali P.sha thus to di .. 
pooe oflhe females of hi. harem; Ite.gives them not ooly to his Turkish 
Greek and Albaoian retainen, but very willingly to FraDks who enter 
into his servioe. At Tepeleni we sa .. two ltaliall gardeners who had 
been thus generously provided with coosorts: but, as I ha~e before 0b
served, be is free from many Turkish prejudices, and is very ready to 
dispense with any forms, civil or religious, if he thinks his own interest 
can be thereby promoted; perhaps some of my readers may not give 
him much credit ror liberality in this C&IIe, wben they are iniOnned thaI 
be posseooeo about 500female victimo,gUllrded by eunucbs,and immured 
within the impeoetrable' recesses of hi. harem; though it may be sup
posed that most of these are retained merely to augmeot hi. dignity., 
and to wail UPOD hi. favourites. Before age had chilled his blood his 
oensuality was uDbounded. Wherever hi:! satellites heard of a beauti
ful child: of either toeX, they dragged il from the paternal roof; and 
manacred the faruiJy OT burned .the viJJuge jf any resistance was 
offered. On~ of biB mas! beautiful females was torn from tbe bymeneal 
altar whilst ,he was pledging Iter vows to a fine youog .... 0, SOIl of the 
primate ofVooi ..... who, .. nable to bear the I ..... or to avenge it, blew 
out hill own b ...... with his pistol. Such disgaoting &OeDes are reported 

• Tbu, it teem_ to .b.,.. hMn ill uei.I liEDel, \0 iUUllte oDly Apmanno,," oh.hoIe harem. !'Dell-
.... ill t" (oll,owhlt Jio. or Hoam. 

lIM1cti ,...~ ~.I ~ JJ ')'UlIClictC 

~"ri ~ U""",,.Ac: ftI ""xa..l 
u,.o-' ... II!O,.... 

AriItotle ma_ .... r.ltowhll rtlDlork: 'AU' -.: ltKk lie """'IV .T .... TO 'll'Af.9.r ,.Iii, ~. i!i.U' 
...... C' A ...... lia..ii.,. &II, 
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to be acted within his harem, and esper.ially that of his son Mouchtar, 
as are little 6.t for description in these pages: even the 'l'urb tbemselves 
are aCC'WItomed to speak of them with astonishment and abhorrence. 
Hi. present faoourite is a young Greek slave, named Vasilikee, born 
at Paramithia aDd brought up in the serai from a child: ahe is said 
to be extremely beautiful, and bears an excellent character for charity; 
her kind diepooition is frequently .hewn in mitigating the severities of 
her lordly lover over his .ubjects. In her patronage also she has been 
thought ,emarkoWy judicious, for greatest part of the offices about 
court and other provincial appointments are settled in tbe harem, 
wbere Turki.h and Greek ladies daily atteDd to vi.it tbe inmates, 
and to p'romote the views of their busbands and relations. Wherever 
Ali goes Vasilikee constantly attends him; she has retained hi. a/lec
tions longer than any other woman, and in 1816 he marned her with 
great pomp and ceremony, aDd permits ber to retain her own religious 
rites and <loctrine.. At Tepeleni also there is an establishment of 
womeD, over which the mother of Salee Bey, a CircBSsian slave- for· 
merly a favourite mistress and still highly respected by the vizir, pre
sides. 

In other .... peets Ali'. court i •• upported with a great degree of 
splendour and expense far exceeding those of many princes in the Ger
manic confederacy. J '!"II informed that provisions .. ere cooked in hi. 
palaces at Ioannma for near }500 persons daily, amongst whom are 
found visiters and retainers from all parts of the globe, attracted hither 
by his fame, and whose services he seldom refuses to accept. At the 
time of our residence be hnd for a guest one of tbe khans or princes of 
Persia. 

His three principal secretaries of.tate were at thil time old Mahomet 
Effendi the astrologer, chief of the divan, who bad the general manage
ment of affairs in his malter'. absence-; Sechrl Effendi, the most violent 

• nu. old. ptletnD.D i. pace deI.d. 

J<i 
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1\JahollIelan bigot in Ali's dominions, who generally accompanies him 
in his excursions and execlltt's his most important commj~sions; Dwann 
Effendi, who carries on his correspondence with the Porte, for which 
purpose a capi-kehagia or procurator is appointed at Constantinople. 
Besides these he has foUl' uuder-secrctarjes, all Greeks, whose business 
it is to correspond with the beys, agds, and governors in the different 
Albanian proviuces; the two first of these named Mantho and Costa 
are men of the most crafty and subtile disposition, the ready instru· 
ments of all the pasha's scheme& of vengeance and of power·. 

His two dragomen, or interpreters, 8rc also Greeks, the first Sig. 
nore Co]ovo, and the l:iecond ::Beyzady, the son of a prince of the 
Fanar. . 

He has four regular physicians, who serve him also in the capacity 
of secretaries and interpreters, as occasion may require: for every 
person attached to Ali's service must be able to walk out of his OWIl 

particular course. 
Besides all these, there are many sage counsellors who take their 

places at his divan, tbough tbey are not dignified by any peculiar 
office: in these he places the most implicit confidence, for they are 
aU tried men. 'fhe principal of them are Mezzo Bonno, Dcn-isb 
Hmsan, Agho l\1ordari, and Athanasi Vaya, his favourite and most 
successful gcnem.1, who might indeed be styled commander in chief. 
This person is intrusted with his masters most intimate sec reb-, and ha5 
free access to him in the hours of his most perfect retirement. 

In addition to the abov~entioDed officers employed in affairs of 
council he bas a multitude wbo attend to those of ceremony. There 

" is the 
Sclictar-Aga, who carries the sword of state, 

• Vely Pub •• fter hi. NCOnciliatiOll with hi. rather 10 abhorred theM men that he requ.tod u • 
faft)lJr ch.\ hi. COl'l'llpondellCB with the "i.ir mighl lIot be carned 00 throogb theIr .gency. Malltho 
1'fU bit aeon' i. tbe dau or ParI" 

1 
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Bairactar.Aga, who carries the standard, 
Devichtar.Aga, who carries the inkstand, and 
Mouchourdar.Aga, who bears the signet. 
The Capi-Baloukbashee lodges in the palace and superintends the 

police-guards. 
The Ibroghor-Aga is the chief groom of the stables. 
The Capsilar.Aga is master of the ceremonies. 
The Cafian.Aga throws the pelisse over such as are so honoured 

by the "izir. 
The Rachtivan-Aga has the care of the silver bridl"" and housings 

for the stud. 
The Shatir-Agas arc four in Dumber, who attend the vizir in pr().o. 

cessions, carrying a species of halbert by the side of his horse. 
The two Bouchurdan-Agas perfume him when he goes to mosque. 
The Shamdan-Aga precedes the wax candles into the apartment. 
The Sofrageebashi sets out the table. 
The Ibriktar-Ag-l pours the water from the golden pitcher over the 

vi7.ir's hands, and the I\iacramageebashi holds the towels. 
The Peskir-Aga throws the silken shawls round him and hi. guests. 
The Cafigeebashi superintends the coffee, and the Tutungeebashi the 

pIpeS. 
Two high officers are the Mechtcrbashi or chief of the band, and 

the Tatar-Aga, who is ·.t the head of one hundred tatars. 
There are about twenty Chaoushes, and the same number of Kai .. 

vasis, who carry silver-knobbed sticks before the vizir in procession, 
and are the porters or keepers of his door: woenever he puts to death 
a great man he sends a Kaivasi to act as executioner. 

The house-steward or officer who superintends the general expencea 
i; called Vechilhargi, and bas many subordinate persons under him. 

It would be tedious to pursue this detail further, neither can I 
anlwer for the accurate orthography of all the names already quoted, 
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though I took them down with 8S mnch care as possible from the 
mouth of a person high in office at the seraglio. 

In addition to his proper officers, the court of Ali i. crowded with a 
maltitlOd., of dependants and others, skilled in every art of adulatiQn 
and mean compliance. Some of these turn him to good account by 
working upon his superstition. At this very time a Turkish dervish 
and a Greek artisan had coospired together to cheat him, and had 
per.!uaded him they were able' to make a panacea or esseoce which 
should render him immortal: they had been working a long time in 
the ..,raj with crucibles aDd alemJ»cs, and will probably continue to 
gain money from him for their pretended preparations, until death 
sball core all his complaint •. 

The retinue of Mouchtar Pasha is very large, though inconsiderable 
when compared ,.ith that of his father. He supports two hundred 
officers and others of his boooehold, aDd a thousand troops or Alba
nian guards. Hii annual income is estimated at about S50,()(X) 
dollars, thOClgb the viair takes to himself the greatest part of hi. re
venue from the puhalic of Berat. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Stale of Literature in Ioannina-Romaic Longuage-Turkish Socitty
Anecdote of a Gruk Papa.-r""per. at the Catlw.dral--Clwrch of 
Sta. Marina-Vizi,"s Both-End of Carnival-T.1JTamlical Acts oj 
Ali Pasha-Tenu"e of Lwul ill Albania-Chif/icks-Comparatitle Stale 
of Albania with tlte rest 'if Turke!/-Greek Funeral-Ezpcditum of 
Ali against Parga-Ditmer with Mr. Pouquevitle-Au's Council
Visit to MauchtaT Pasko-Occurrence at Ids &,'oi-FeliwaJ lit tA, 
Church 'if St. Tlw.odore-Greek Superstition., Clergy, <}c. 

lr may perhs"" be expected that I should say something respecting 
the literary society ofluannina: but to confess the truth, I saw very 
little w describe; and if this city i. called by some writers the Athens 
of modem Greece, I must .own tlte term seems to me 00 bad specimen 
of the figure of .peech called amplification. 

Literature throughout G.....,.,e i. but beginning to awake {rom 
that lethargy in which. soo ha5 WiD 80 mauy centuries: at present her 
motion is feebJe and w.e.ak, she creeps on with torpid Janguor instead 
of soaring .Joft, ItS {ormerly. iu eagle /light. The minds of the people 
IIa vc becn too loog debased wi tb sordid car •• , alld relt<'red too ",""vily 
witb the manacles of despoUc JX>""<lr, for sublime aspiratio"" at preoent~ 
they 00 longer possess, Dor ..... tbey pos ...... that creati ... fire of gen;"" 
tbat untrodden 8"uI (the y,,,,. ~ .... ~) .. hich clwracteri.oo their gt'eIlt 

progenitors. In their WritiNgs we ob ..... e .. t present only ieebleoopies<Jf 
the ancients. or vaiR attempto at origiaalrty. wherein all true taste and 
liiuplic.ity io violated. EIa"","-tru~ ... perliQU remarka,lIJetaphy
Sl 
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sical absurdities, inaccurate details deform the pages of their historians, 
politicians and philosophers, whose writings give but little colour to 
policy, consistency to facts, or propriety to character; whilst the fire 
and spirit, the igneus vigor ct ct:£lestis origo, of antiquity, is totally ab-
6ent from the conc{"ptions aDd expressions of their poets. 

Yet is not this said for the purpose of censure so much as of com
miseration. In estimating the literary character of a people, we must 
take into consideration the circumstances which surround them. , 
Nothing is great but by comparison, and jf we perceive the modern 
Greeks deficient in that powerful talent, that extent of information. 
that accuracy of criticism, that eloquence and discriminatiJ.lg jU{lgIU(' llt 
which distinguish the polished capitals uf civilized Europe, we IIIU ~t 1'1-'. 

fleet also upon their misfortunes and debasement, we must remember 
that security is necessary for speculative abstraction, that the prin
ciples of truth are essential to eloquence, that independence of charac
ter is th~ nurse of Science, and that Poesy extends her impetuous 
flight only upon the wings of Liberty. But ill these unfortunate realms, 
where tyranny has so long been established, suspicion, like the sword 
of Damocles, bas uniformly banished joy from tbe hearts of the people; 
self-interest, and the acquisition of wealtb, have been their ruling 
passions; snperstition has long lent its assistance in blunting aU the 
energies of mind; few have been the aids which education has given 
to talent ; few the rewards proposed to emulation. 

Still it would be wrong to .ay that the germ of genius no longcr ex
ists among the Greeks, whiJst the substratum of their character seems 
to remain very similar to that of their ancestors. We may remark in 
the moderns the same perspicacity and pliability which distinguished 
the ancients, the same ingenuity in lupplanting a rival, tbe same ap
petency for honours and distinctions however dangerous, the same de
aire of pomp and magnificence, the same liveliness and gaiety of heart 
wlren relieved from the presence of tyranny: the chief difference 
_ms effected by ..uemal circumstances; the ancients were m .. ter._ 
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but the modems are eiaves; those moved io conscious diRuity over a 
land immortali,sed by their valour, tbese are obliged to bow the neck 
beneath the foot of every petty tyrant. In such an atmosphere it il 
imposoible fOO" geniul to bloom; yet when her scions are transplanted 
into a more ~nial climate "" find them rigorous and full of sap'; and 
.. bilst such _ble-minded men 88 tbe Zooimadel cootinue to pour the 
stream qf bounty over their native land, planting the .ee<!, though the 
time of -harvest may be far diltant, and wbilet wch patriotic souls as 
that of the venerable Korai eJ(ert their energies to infuse purily into the 
language, goodtalte iDtQ tbe writings, and generosity into the Ielllli
ments of their countrymen, we need not despair. Knowledge is in ... 
crea.ing and .. ill illCfeue; ovith knowledge DOt only the <leoire of wee
dom but the ~nesl tor it wiU iacreaee a180; true patrioti.w will 
spread throul\h an rank.; and when Greece shall escape from bondage 
corporeal and intellectual, then ita genius wiH revive ; the MemnoniaD 
statue, now mute, when struck by the rays of Liberty will again utter 
itl! harmonious 1I0Ulds. 

Perhaps there i. 110 part,;f Greece w-here its language has been pre
servt'd in greater purity than the mountainous districte of Epir:J8r OT 

...oore rno", e~ ...... -been made tG restore it than in 10anniDa. 11 
is here much less ...... d ovith Oriental barbs,;smo, 'or exotic FnlDk 
and Ita1ian terms. Thou~ tae ltGmaic in its idioms, terminations, and 
pl" ... eology has ne"" ... dq>arted .. far from ill original, as the Italian ·bas 
frOID its Dl"tber toogue, it may be doubted ..nether 'Ihit ·be an ad • 
.... !age or the oootrary. The latter language, after a succe"';on of 
/Oreiga intermix!""" .nd a variety of changes, .... regenerated, ... it 
.. ere,'n the .uddea·lIIege ....... tion of the peopl~, and assumed Ht once'll 
DoblelConBitte""y,,,,,,,;oul e:vpreHion, and delightful hatmony: but tile 
former has remainro, and must ever remain, a debued enervated dia,.. 

~ The ~lOIOd.nt .bilit;et or Uao FOICOlo, • GnM:illO btre.'" ed~tod iD Italy, ma.y be cited III 
.. lu..u..o" of tbiI truth. 

VOL. II. L 



ROl'lAlC LANGUAGE. 

lect of tbe IDOIt glorious language ever yet formed by tbe ingenuity of 
mankind, eclipsed for ever by tbe brightness of ilB ori&ioal. Still the 
etforta made to repair ilB defeclB and eradicate ilB barbarisms are ex
tremely praisewortby, especially since every good compoaitioo we can 
e&pect from the modern Greek. must be written in Romaic: if tbey 
attempt the Hellenic they will.urely filii: no language can well express 
the genuine dictates of the heart in tbe eloquence of genius, but that to 
which we have been accustomed from our infancy, that in which we 
have li.leDed to the accenlB of maternal tenderness, the admonitions of 
paternal care, the sentiments of friendship, or the soft whispers of a still 
sweeter affection. 

Yet reform ill the Romaic language, like al1 other reforms, ought 
to be grad .... 1 aDd not violent. .A bove all things it must not be com
mitted to such a eet of radical reformers as appeared no long lIme ago 
in loa.enin8, who formed themselves into a committee of management 
for this purpose, and published a number of small works in then new
fangled dialect, the P~I"'1t1l1l "A.crll-, as they chose to call it; in which, by 
universal consent, they banished poor .. from his alphabetic 88Sociates 
for no fault at all ; ,for that system of iotacism to whicb he had given 
rise; punished the diphthongs ., and H, by making them change places 
with. aDd " whose sound tbey had usurped, usiag ~ for. wherever this 
latter was pronounced as a conlOoant, witb many other alterations, 
which may be observed in the ode which I have lubjoined, composed 
by the physician Velara, wbo wal at tbe head of this association. 
Hi, principal coadjutors were Signore Psalida, aod an ignorant pre-
1eIIder in the medical line ollDleCl Sakellario, who wrileo lIODJIeIB upon 
love and ladies' eY<H>rows, in deli",lt of prescriptions. The species of 
reform introduced by tbeae innovators would IIOOIl put a final &lop to 

all u..~ io the language. 

_ NOD derenlOribllJ'" 
Tepu ... 
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But let tbe Romaic scholar judge for himself". 

IDa .. ., .. 

1. U.,Xllnr (tyo So Bpa61a(' It '/UP«' 3. 'R ',uf'U ti/lyrj 
Z'("'f'I'CfUyo ~orUt 'UpII. 'R VWXTQ PIU'" 
U.A'1 XafUl'o Kc Cl,xOt np'1. Nil I).rqxa{" 

D., va .. aSo; n.,.. .. a!o; Ka.9c ",wA.,· 

n",.. a:u~" 0", .. a foX,all'~ 'Eyo 'I'(J'Q{' 

Na£wl/xr'lll'U l'.c ~o &u'~ T~ TIP'f orp«{o 

Ha ,.." Xa.9o; Na "'If Xa..9~; %"'O'K"').rj' 

4, It~{. r' cypa 5. n,p.,,~ va{1po G. 4,1' JU YJ'Opq{"v' 
n.Aut {(j3Y.''I 1I."1l ca~~ K' S&t f"l &OX" ... · 
AM",."xa,'I Na~ ... B.'Un, p' .""Xl'.", 

Ael' 'X' .. ).ca. K"'pwaX~' n. J'U ... Soj 

Nrjua P' a,p" Ka", !I').qpahl AX! 'II'Ot va y ..... 

Me o"X~ riP" 8a'l'fll ". .. ).a"" n .. I'a 1rIIY'''', 
X'P'It fo>"la. Zq3yapoTo' Nil lUI xa~,; 

The style of conve",ation amongst a people is generally found to be 
a good criterion of tbeir literature; and as I have before observed, that 
of Ioannina, though superior to what is met with in the rest of Greece, 
is not much distinguished for bnlliaocy and t10w of soul. We cer
tainly met with many persons wbo had improved their manners by an 
inspection of foreign countries, as well as their faculties by tbe acqui-

., I have neither time aM iDclinatiOD to enter into a 1oD« cl.iICUlliOIl re.pectiu, the oriJia &lid ~ 
I'M' of the Romaic l.anguap alld literature: neither could I add much to the eopiOUI accoui 
al,*y JiftD by Col. I.e." ill Iaia • R..n::bee ill 0....,.,· a wor. which ilwall worth tJW atteDtioa.ot 
aU who InteGcl 10 proeecute inquin. in this branch or literature, or who are dtllirou. of ..... alIi .. ill 
0 ... with adYaDtar- I thiDlr; bow ...... that the modera dialect, or RomUc. -upt -t, be ........ . 
...... bMa chiefly (onned from tbe writing! of eccletiutict, and the tdl of \be N"ew TelWDeD': ... 
__ tel'lDl for the common aniclea or life are deri'.d, from that IOUree. wbeN iDdeed. ....., _ lip
P'f'HCI* .... foued to the Romaic illhili ..... and to the 'Ole of the atniliary ..... ; __ ~ =:r: of Latin uc1 other £oreip .,GrIh, GnlCiud aDd incorporated into the new dw.at bJ a ,.,. 
. ... With rerrd to the plWMDt coDrlllioa of acant ud 'If&Utity, o?tbe wly ill ..rt.ic6 1M 
............ ,.. diltinm:.ilbed them, J bow JIOIhj ... aboIIt me-Io.:";' .. UN' aaet willi.., _""'WL ~- ~......... . 
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,ition of modem languages and some few other accomplishment'; 
but we neither saw nor hCHrd of any that were noted for attainments 
beyond mediocrity: we found some who had gain!'d 8 smattt·ring of 
philosophy, falsely so calied, and who had paid very dear fill" it by 
acquiring a scepticism on more serious ~u~jects. Upon the whole 
therefofr, the chief jnterest in the society of loannina is derived from 
novelty t and when this wears off, nothing succeeds to relieve its mono~ 
tony, agitate the stagnant ide-as, and occupy the faculties of a reflcc· 
tive being ; no musical or theatrical exhibitions, no exhibitions of the 
fine arts, no politic-al discussion, no courts of Jaw, not ev~n a Dew 

book or a pawphlct; for neither a prjoting press nor a bookseJler's 
shop is to be found ill this capilal'" 

For the sake of varidy we sometimes paid visits of ceremony to some 
of the Turkish beys and "gas, by whom \\ e were iO\tariably received 
with urbanity and politeness. We generally found the mastcr of the 
house seated, according to custom, at the corner of his divan, dressed 
in that rich oriental garb, whose ~ceful folds confine, without dis
figuring the limbs: pipe:! and coffee, sherbet and sweetmeats, were 
always introduced as a matter of course, and the oonvcrsation, though 
it might not be cnli,'cned by that play of flillcy in which its greate.t 
charm consists, was Ircquently rendered jnterest~ by the ..,nsible and 
acute observations of our dignified host. 

The Turk, though he applies neither to philosophy nor science, is 
well versed in tbe knowledge of the human beart, inasmuch a8 he 
studies men much more than book.; and he frequently displays a per
~tit.1 of inteHect, which, with aue cultivation, might enable him to 
~ " d\still~i.1ied nnlament '<if rociety. The most insnperable 
IjbotaI:Ie to hi. p~. in ... i-...t is the 8Y*1Il of his relfgi<ms 
lioith; !bi. ia eo :;dj:/itilied .ilb bit political institutiGDI, as to fix an 

• 'II •• ' 

~_"-.. "'1_ bo~ .. Iho"po 01., __ , W _.Ie,_ .,Wt'ba.d. komait trIMIIhu o( \hi p'riaD, T.1a .t \be wiaao. or. tobueOOIst. 
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indelible stamp UPOQ all his ~lLbits, mannerl, and cusloms. which ae
cordingly are found at the present day tD vary very littk, if at aU, 
from the accounts transmilwa to us by BeSbequiu8 and olher early 
writers. 

Feb. 19.-Thi-s morning we received a letter, dated Prevesa, from 
Mr. Foresti, who had left loanoioa for that place several days before ; 
and we were highly gratified by the intelligence of our army having 
passed the Pyrenccs and entered Fnu)ce. Thi!6 departure of the 
Engli~h envoy, thc great accunJUlation of troops in the capital, the 
employment of a large body of Miriditi, together with several obscure 
hints from Mr. Pouquevil'e, aU announc(."C.! that some important 
action was ncar at hand, and various rumours were afloat upon the 
subject. 

After breakfast I made an excursion upon the lake with Signore 
Nicolo, and in rcturning ~hot a fine eagle just as he was about to pounce 
upon a duck: this bird mea:;ureJ five ft'et eight inches from the cxtre~ 
mitica of his extended wings, and three fcet-two inches from the beak to 
the end of his claws: poor Antonietti in attempting to take him up 
received bloody marks of his talons upon his hand ~ he was then se
cured by one of the boatmen. On landiug we were met by a priest 
with a long black beard, and a 00., into which he requested us to put 
alms for the Panagia. I begged Signore Nicolo to repeat to him the 
reply of AntistheDes upon Ii similar occasion: '011 '1fl'" '1"' "''!TIe- .,;~~_ 
.~ .i .9-, •• ~,1f11W,,,. U For which." replied the · papas in his zealous iodig .. 
nation, "be is undoubtedly damned;" appeaJing to Signore NjooJo 
for a confirmation of his a88el"tioo: Nicolo however. who is rather scep
tical on these points, .chose to Jea\·e the matter in doubt !Witb the in .. 
terrogative answer. In''rJJf~, " who can teU f' 

In the afternoon we went to hear vespers or e\lening service at the 
~athedral, called lhe Metropolis. adjoining to which i. the palace oftbe 
arohbiohop : the edifice itself is neither large nor handsome; aU that 
can be Mid oi .., chauoting lo. that it .... oat 4isBgreeable, ·thougl>. 
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like the Greek singing in general, it was much indebted to the nasal 
orgaos of the performen;: the women were all separated froID the men 
in a gallery appropriated to them at the west end of the church, whose 
thick lattice-work hides al\ particular observation from the male con
gregation below. From hence we adjourned to the chtlrch dedicated to 
Santa Marina, which was founded by the ruther of our host, old Anas· 
tasi Bretto: this is the handsome&t place of Christian worship that we 
saw in Turkey, and as profusely adorned with gilding a, the second 
rate church .. of Spain and Portugal. 'l'be singing was just concluded, 
but a deacon observing our entrance, came up with a large silver plate, 
upon which lay a wax taper and two pictures of the patron saint: we 
deposited thf'reon two dollars. and reL'eil't'd in return each a picture; 
probably the offerings were not thougbt considerable enough to de
serve the taper. 

At nigbt I went to tbe public batb, whilst Mr. Parker, wllO had I.mg 
been disgusted with its filthy appearance, adjourned to one which is 
aonp.ed to the palace of the vizlT : but the state of his clothes when he 
returned home evidently proved that in this country no rank is a pro
tection against the intrusion of certain animalculre that carryon a con
stant war against mankmd. This being the Just day of carni,'aJ we 
were kept awake great part of the night by drunken parties of Greeks 
and Albanians, who seemed eager to seize that shadow of gaiet.v to 
which the real austeritit'8 of superstition were 10 soon about to ~uccced : 
the oight .. ao rainy, yet even this could not damp the ardour with 
whicb Bacchus bad in.pired them • 
. We were this time particularly uofortunate. for at tbe very dawn of 

day, "ben the Baccbanal. had retired and we were just beginning to 
enjoy the comfort of repose. the loud and piercing shrieks of hmlule 
distreoo prompting the idea that nothing Ie •• tban murder was going 
forward under \he roof, impelled us iostantanPOusly from our bed.: 
but before w& had advanced SO mr as the outer gallery, whence the 
DOiIe proceeded. ADtonietti met and informed ... that all this .... tcry 
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arose from our old hostess, Nicolo's mother, to whom his highness the 
vizir bad that morning sent a present of ten kilOf's of wheat. He had 
scarcely 6ni.hed his speech belore the old lady herself ran up howling 
and crossing heT8elf, entreating us to have compa,sion upon her and 
interfere in her behalf with the pasha. We were at first quite a~tunished 
how all this affliction could be caused by so handsume a gift, and 
were inclined to reproach her with madness or ingratitude, until the 
bystanders informed us tbat this pres",,/ must be paid for at douhle the 
market price, and that the messenger was then ill the house WHiting for 
the money. Upon this the old lady began to renew ber lamentations, 
which we thought best to quiet by assisting her in paying for the 
wheat, rather thaD by aonoying the vizir in what he might think 
an impertinent application. We found also tlmt the calamity was 
common to all the inhabitants of loannina, {'.ach of whom .had re .. 
ceived a present according to his reputed means or the esteem in 
which he was held by his sovereign. The great extent of this avania 
tended still more to strengthen our conjectun.>s that some im
portant blow was about to be struck; for Ali never en~agcs in 
an expedition or levies any troops without contrlving suu.£' such 
method as tbis for the ways aDd means. Sometimes he takt,s similar 
measures merely to increase the contents of his treasury and improve 
his finances: once however he had nearly gone too fin even for the 
most obdurate patience and well-practised .Iavery to bear. This 
occurred in the Jear ISn, when he took advantage of a deficient 
harvest to .stablish a monopoly of corn, prohibiting at the same time 
its importation from the fertile plains of Tbessaly, whence Epirus is 
always in some measure supplied. On the 2Sd of June the poor 
people were reduced to such an extremity that they asaembled in ... t 
crowds around the serai of Litarit •• , unawed by the presence of tbe 
tyrant, and with the most clamorous importunities demanded bread 
or death. One of the Albanian guard .. of the tribe of .Dgeg<"', fired 
hio piotol 8IDQngot the multitude, and the rest were on the point of 
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following hi. example; but Ali foresaw the consequences. and .... 
alarmed; be ordered them to forbear. bung up the olfender instantly 
in oi~t of all the people. and told them that if they would disperse 
they should be satisfied. They did so. and be oent 2000 horse-lORd, of 
wheat immediately to be sold at a very low price, lowered his demand 
for the contents of his store-houses, and oJtened t.he communication 
with Tht'Ssaly. About a fortnight after this affair. determining not to 
be a loser by bi, bumanity. he laid a heavy contribution upon all the 
principal Turks of Iosnnina who derived any salary or emolument 
from his gOl·ernmf'nt. His own son, Afouchtar Pasha, was made to 
pay 150 purses; GeJalim Bey. and Mahomet B ey of Kastoria , two 
very rich men, disbursed twenty each; olel Mahomet and Sechri 
Effendi fifteen ; Agho Mordari, Mezzo Bono, aod Ut>rvi"h 1Iassan 
were aQleroed in twelve, tu'ld others in due proportion. 

For tb~ contributions, vexatious as they appear, he may have 
some plea of financial r~gulation ; but the tlicks to which he some
times descends fur the purpose of amassing money, are so mean and 
absurd as to be quite unworthy of one who assumes the character of a 
sovereign. For instance, he wishes to borrow a large loan from his 
subjects ; he orders them to pay it in gold, and he returns it in silver, 
not accor,Jing to the value of this metal at loannin8, but at Constan
tinople. where it bears a much less ratio to tbat of gold. 

He once purcbased at a very reduced price a' rargo of colfee. which 
had been totally spoiled by the entrance of the sea water into all 

English brig. He tben sent for some colfee-dealers and Je,.,s <>f loa ... 
nina. and thus opened the conference with the priacipal tradesman: 

" At what price now is coffee, Murrie-?" 
" Please your highness. we purchase . it at Malta for three pioat ..... 
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the pound. but the freight aDd duties oblige us to sell it again for four 
and 8 half.u 

" Well, Murrie, I have some excellent coffee which I will sell you 
at five piastres. by which you will avoid all trouble and risk." 

" Please your highness, we bave a great quantity at this time on 
hand. and it i. quite a drug in tbe market." 

.. Haithe haithe. keratOdes-get out. you horned rascals. you .hall 
purchase it for liz:' 

It i. almost needles. to add that the coffee was sent and the money 
paid. On a similar occasion he sold some hundred dozens of sword 
blades which he hall purchased from a villain who. not being able to 
.ell them on account of the badness of their manufactnre. went to the 
vizir and offered them to him at half price. In like manner he bought 
a large assortment of watches made to Bell, as well as snu,tf-boxes, 
rings, and toys, from a travelling Geneva, merchant. He then sent 
for the Archbishop of I08nnina-" Here is a watch for you, very 
beautiful and very excellent: I expect tbat tn,morrow you will make 
me a present of sixty sequins:~ 

The two Greek primates next received each a gratuitous snuff-box, 
and almost every Greek possessed of wealtb and reputation in the 
place, was gratified by his 8Overeigri~s gracious condescension and 
a present, with which, after receiving it in silence, he touched his fore. 
head and lips. in token of respect. and departed. 

Thele however are only a few trifling modes of tyranny with which 
Ali amuses bimself in drawing money out of the pockets of his sub
jects. His grand and truly oppressive system is that of the chiflicks :. 
this will best he underotood if I explain the tenure under whicb laDd in 
Albania is held. AII .tbe .illages then are eitber free villas or chiflicks. 
The free .illa is divided into certain portions according to tbe numher 
of proprietors. aDd a tentb· of the whole produce is due to tbe sultan 
for the maiotenance of the .pahia. a species of m.ilitary fotce somewhat 
reoembng our y_aory cal!lllty. es<;ept !.bat _.are liable to serve 
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in foreign .....rare either peIllOnaily or by deputy. Tbe oizir, in qua
lity of collector for the sovereign, generally doubles tbis impost, though 
be sends bot a very small part of it to Constantinople. He appoint. a 
baloukbashet:, with a party of soldiers, to govern tbe village and receive 
the taxes, wbo are paid by the poor inhabitants: these latter abo are 
subject to the expenses of lodging and boarding all officers civil or 
military, all soldiers upon their march, and all travellers, whether na
tives or foreigners, who are furnished with a bouyourdee-: neither is 
any tran.fur of land allowed to take place .. it~t the vi.zir'. per
mission. 

Can an Englishman credit it? These poor people, wheo allowed to 
possess their property on this tenure, considf'r themselves under the 
peculiar favour of Heaven 1 But the insatiable avarice of their despot 
urges him daily to strip them even of these scant,y privileges. Ali', 
aim is to become the greateat landed proprietor in his dominions, and 
I think I shall not err if I assert that he possesses at least one third of 
the whole cultivated territory: he i. little aware how much more 
rapidly his treasures would increase, by the encouragement of arts, 
agriculture, and commerce, and by the promotion of happiness 
amongst his subjects. 1'0 gain possession of a villa he generally con
trives to purchase the portiun· of some indigent landed proprietor, 
which is not Vf>ry difficult on account of his sevue ordinance respect9 
iog the saJe of estates; then, when the poTl:upjne js once settJed in the 
nest, the soakea may hiss, but they are soon di.pos .... ed. If this 
plan does not succeed, and he i. unable to make any purcha"" he 
..,ods Albanian troo,," in succes,ion through the district, with orders 
that they .hall make a long sojourn among the ""fortunate inhabi
tanto of the villa, ",hich is tbe object of hi. cupidity. It may easily 
be conceived in sueh B ease bow the injuries of a savage undisciplined 
ooldieryare con"i.ed at aad encountged, rather than _trained or 
,.niobed. Indeed the accumulated mioeriea to which the wretched 
-.ictim. are th ... *'11 e~pc»N ClUJ scared, ..... of its propaoed 
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effect: they thTO'" Dp all their land into the hands of their tyrot, 
remaining npon it as tenants at will, to recei~e a certain portion of the 
produce in mum for the labour of cultivation, expenses for seed, and 
implemenlll of hUibandry. The free villa then loses .U it. ancient 
rights and beromeo what is called a chillick. 

The condition of a chillick i. a. follo ... s. The vizir first takes one 
tt'Ilth of the whole pmdoce, to which he would be entitled were it a 
free viII. . The remainder is divided into three portions, of which he 
receives t ... o, and if he should have furnished the ".oed and stock, he 
.180 takes half the remaining third. Some of these chillicks are let 
annually at a certain price, either to Greeks, Turks, or Albania"s, 
the vizir keeping a large book in which the names and prices are regu
larly enrolled. Ollr hi.asi Mustafl had hired a oaufl ODe for the 
next year, at the rate of 800 dollars: but Ali having transferred it 
before our departure to Mouchtar Pasha, be took it into his own hands, 
and poor M1J8tafA lost an excellent bargain. The purchaser generally 
reoi<!es upon the spot, is dignified by the title of Shubashee, and has 
the command of the village under the vizir. At those chillicks wbich 
Ali keep. in his ...... n hands he builds large barns and granaries, iu 
which the produce is kept lfIld ... the care of the codgiA-bashee, until 
BOrne pressing occasion ra;- the pri,," of gram; and jf this shonld 
not happen, be fixes an .rbitrary value upon the article and forces 
his ..mjecto to become purcba..,.... The greatest evil to whicb the in
habitants of chiflicks are 8I1bject i. their frequent transportation, lilre 
herd. of cattle, to different parts of the country, according to the 
caprice OT .opposed interest of their master. The pictures of th_ 
clans leavi~ the man.ion. of their ancestors and those spots whidt 
ha.., berome en~ to them by the earliest association., are d,,
scribed .s being 8Ometim .. ve:ryaffecting. 

la (lC)Dsiderillg th"", details one i. naturally tempted to ask why do 
not .... ..,bjectz quit ~r e\'er such an inhospitable co";'try, and emi
grate to .... ppier climes? AI •• I tlri. 10 illlpoooillie. Not to mention 
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tllat affection for the natal soil which bind. down the will in spite of 
all the inclemency of nature and the injustice of a tyrant, surer 
measures of prevention are adopted in Albania . No man can )('ave 
these realm1'>~ ('\'en for the shortest time, without a special licence from 
their Tuler, whilst the frontiers and passes are most diligently guarded : 
if any onc shou1rl escape these barriers, his propert'y would be tor
feited and his Telatives cast into prison, to be made answerable for his 
return: besides, after all, the government of Ali Pasha is upon the 
w}lDle beneficial to Albania, in comparison with that state under 
which it existed previously to his reign, and it is happiness i~e1f 
when opp6sl ~d to the government of the Morea and most other parts 
of Turkcy_ H l!f f' indeed one tyrant "eiglls :mpreme, but tlJcre every 
petty 1\1 ussu)mall can lord it over the miserable rayahs. 

February 20th.-'l'his afternoon, as I was taking a walk round 
the city with Giovanni Argyri, we observed a funeral procession mov
ing from a Greek house of respectable appearance: the corpse was 
richly decked, and had a crucifix placed upon its breast, its face 
being uncovered as it lay upon the bier: this was preceded by the 
relations, priests, and deacons, and surrounded by hired female mourn
ers who acted all the motions of distracted grief and made the air 
resound with the most horrid and disgusting lamentations, crying 
out, "Why did you die? why did you leave your wife and family 
and aU your possessions? who shall now bring jou colfee and tobacco 
from the Bazar?" with many more queries to the same effect. A 
very considerahle crowd joined the procession which we accompanied 
to the church of Panagia, when the bier was set down: the service for 
the dead was then read over the body, which after its mouth and fore
head had been kissed by the relations W8lI wrapped up io a winding 
sheet and rolled into the grave. ·After the ceremony, the party, as I 
understuod from my guide, would return and feast at the bouse of 
the decea.ed, where bis friend. would also meet again on the ninth day 
after the funeral to make merry, whilst the women would renew their 
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doleful cries and lamentations in concert with the widow. On that 
day a mess of boiled wheat, mixed up with almonds and ralsms, is 
sent to the church, where prayers are put up for t.he soul of the de
parted. The same ceremony is observed also on the fifteenth day, 011 

the twenty-first, and the fortieth. Then a repetition only takes place 
at the end of three, six, nine, and twelve months, and lastly at the expira
tion of three years, when the bones of the corpse are disinterred, wash
ed carefuHy with wine, and, bring tied up in a bag, deposited in the 
church for three days before they are placed in the common cemetery, 
at which time a solemn mass is performed, and a number of wax tapers 
are distributed amongst the by-standers. An entertainment also is 
given by the relations in proportion to their circumstances. 

Observing an extraordinary numberof graves in this cemetery, whereas 
the church is very small, I inquired the reason from Giovanni,.and learn
ed lhat it is the favourite pJace of burial with the principal families of 
Ioannina, with whom itis the fashion to deposit t.he mortal remains of their 
friends, ont of sight, lest the mournful recollection of their loss should 
obtrude itself upon their minds when they go to divine worship at their 
own churches. The greatest part of these graves are decorated with a 
small stone or marble monument, in appearance like a square pilaster, 
surmounted by 8 .crOS!i; itis hollow within, having a little wooden door 
attached, and containjng a lamp which is lighted on certain festivals, as 
welJ as on the annivcr,;ary of the deceased's birth and death: this ser
vice is undertaken by a priest who is paid for his trouble by the 
family. 

Feb. 21.-Early this morning Antonietti came into our room, to 
say that aU the.military of Ioanuina was in motion, that the vizir had. 
just left the capital in his old German coach, escorted by a body guard 
of 500 palikars, whilst the hen-coops were preparing for tbe ladies of 
bis barem to follow him. I immediarely arose, and as soon as I was 
dressed. walked out into tbe environsofthecity. wberel beheld immense 
multitudea of Albanian troop" spreading tbelll8"lves over the plaiD, or 
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ascending the hills, and <""hing, like ravenous wolves in .... ren of p!'eY, 
towarda tbeir place of rendezvous. Nothing could be more wildly 
p;ctureoque tban the .ppea .... nce they made in tIt,,;r white tleecy capotes 
and. national costume, !'trutting in a kind of martial pride as though 
they disdained to touch the earth with their tread. Few circumstances 
could have imparted greater joy to the people of Ioannina than this 
deporture of the military, for whom they had been 80 long constmined 
to find quarters, to the utter destruction of domestic comfort, ftnd in 
many instances to the ruin of morality amBngst their families: the re.
lief now experienced was like the f('moval of an incubus. Luckily it 
happened to be the cojd season, or the most destructive fcv('rs might 
have bf'en the fatal consequence of this military occupation of the 
capital. 

We dined this day witb tbe French Consul, and from him learned 
what we belOre .""pOOled, that tbe march of Ali', troops was directed 
toward. Parga. That heroic little republic had to this time withstood 
all attempts of the tyrant to sobdue it. He had tried every means, 
and had recourse to every art which he had hitherto employed with so 
~h socces.: but the Parghiot.es defied his threats, despised his arms, 
and r<jected hi. bribes: with them a generous patriotism triumphed 
mer every mean and selfish consideration, supported them in calamity, 
animated them with hope, and burned like the vestal's tire perpetually 
m th<-ir breasts. Every other inch of ground in Epirus was under the 
dominion of Ali: he bad subdued and concentrated the various realms 
of Pashas, Agas, or free republics, round the focus of his power, 
ttnd he was indignant that thi.; little rock should defy his dorts aDd 
pres<'rve its independence; that tlte flame of liberty should burn upon 
this 1m ttl tar in poor ""slaved G"""ce, like a he-4COO to eKcite ber SODS 

to shake off the yoke of tyntOny. 
lmp<'l'Ut'd ";th these idea. and MJOdtately imormed as to the state of 

eonrirrentala1ftlin, he had been for 'some time eogagpd;n assitluous en
d."ours to perlnade M~. Pouq""YiI!e and Ge"""" Denzeiot the go'fet-
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nor of Corfu, to cede .this fortress to bim for a valuable consideration. 
But in this negociatioo be was cruelly disappointed. Tbooe bon~urable 
men, tbough they well kDew the preponderance of &ihsh arms, and tbat 
Parga must eventually be lost, steadily refused under any conditions to 
deliver lip 5000 Christians to theirsaoguinarytl.od atrocious enemy, or to 
sacrifice the lives and fortunes of those whom they had once taken under 
their protection, and upon whose citadel tl",y bad hoisted the standard 
of France. Wbo can reflect witbout horror tbat tbe British flag, whicb 
succeeded it, proved the winding-sheet of Pargbiot independence? 

Our conversa.tion to-day turned naturally upon this interesting suo.. 
ject, and never shall I forget ~ exultation which that excellent lIlan 
Mr. PolltJueville .hewed at the very thought of Parga falling under 
tbe po .. er of England 80 well able to protect it. He described the 
character of its illiuthitants in such favourable terms as made ua ex· 
tremely dl'sirous of visiting the place, and this wish eventually was gra· 
tified. In spite of the vast number of troops which Ali had now led 
against tbem, he secretly suspected tbat .hame and defeat would be the 
result of his at\.empts, and he paid a compliment to the patriotism of 
Mr. Foresti which subsequent events shewed was well deserved. 

Our hoot informed u. that the priest or chaplain of the Miriditi bad 
been with bim th'! morning to borrow one of his rooms, with various 
other accommodation8, for the celebration of mass. Thus those very 
barbarians, after participating in the bene6t of their Saviour~s redemp
tion, bad gone wilHng instruments in a tyrant's hand to massacre 
without tbe least personal provocation, a set of Christians whose onl,. 
fault was their hatred. and opposition to tyranny. What a labyrinth is 
the human beart! 

During the absence of bis father, Mouchtar acted as caimacam or 
vice-pasha; but tbe pres.ure of public busine •• did not seem to lessen 
hi ... vidit] for amusemeDlI, or interrupt him in the enjoyment of them. 
The divan or council, at which old Mahomet Effendi presided. met 
every day ; but its memben were mere puppeta, and could do no act 
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without the permission of their master: accordingly all the tatars were 
put in requisition and were in constant motion between the capital and 
Preve&a. Ali indeed sometimes contri,'cs to throw the odium of op
pressive and disagreeable meaSUft!s upon his council, though he never 
allow8 it free agency. His insatiable lo\'e of power makes him anxious 
that all the minutest springs of slate machinery should depend upon 
himself: and this desire is seconded by that knowledge whic'h he 
has acquired of his territories during his extensive peregrinations, 
and by his extraordinary memory, which t'oablt,s him to rememher 
persons and facts at a wonderful distance of time. Every Olle seems 
conscious of the power whicb this k.nowledgc gives him. and when 
absent, his presence is still, as it were, felt .: nothing can illustrate this 
so admirably as the C~Pfct.~julI made use of by the pllYbician Mctaxa 
to Dr. Holland, " that th~re was a cord tied round every individual in 
his domin,oDs, longer or shorter, more or less fine; but everyone of 
which cords went to him and was held in his hand-." 

One day, during Ali's absence, haviug paid a visit to l\'Iouchtar Pasha, 
as we were silting in his saloon such violent shrieks and.outcrie~ from a 
female were heard beneath the window, that he ordcTt'd her to be brought 
up. The poor creature being introduced, fan and threw herself at his 
feet kissing the hem of his garment an{1 imploring him , with the most 
moving lamentations, to save her daughter, a young girl only touncen 
years old, whom Sechrl Effendi, one of Ali's chief secretaries, and a 
violent bigot, had .seduced to the Mahometan faith. Can it be believed 
that this brute io a human shape set up a loud laugh anti ordered his 
chaou~hes to tUfn the poor suppliant out of his serai? 

February 26.-Thi~ day a ferstival or fair was held in booths upon a 
vacant space, about a mile from the city, at the church of St. Theodore, 
and in honour of its patron. At about eleven o'clock A. M. we s('l out 
for the scene of action, and were passed ou the road by Signore Alessio 

• HolhUld'. TranI .. p. 187. 
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mounted upon a finely caparisoned white charger, and accompanied 
by a Jong train of Greek gentlemen. 'Ve found the people amusing 
themselves in various sports and plJstillles, and the priests just ready to 
begin a sen'ice, which waS delayed only till Alessio should arrive. At 
length he entered and the church was soon crowded with people, each of 
whom, as he came in, paid adoration to a dirty picture of the saint placed 
in triumph on a frame in the middle of the <lisle: this he kissed with 
great reverence, crossing him both bcf()re and aflrr the ecremony. So 
much JHld this paintiug suffered from the lipsofits admirers that scarcely 
a feature could he traced tlpon the canvass. The womell WCI't' as usual 
concealed ii'om public view by the latticc-work of the glillery. Various 
mummeries were now exhibited at t.he great alw,' which stands at the 
cast end of the church hefore the Holy of Holies, a place \'eneratcd Jike 
the adytum of' an ancient tcmple. through the apertures of whieh the 
pri{'sts ran ill and out, 1ike puppets ill a silow, dressed ill their most 
gaudy habiliments: the Kyric Elceysoll was suug and a few psalms 
chlHl1lted, dmingwhich process hoys in surplices came up to rccl'ivcour 
contrihutions, swinging incellst! in hra~('n censers till the whole church 
was fillt'd with smoke: this custom is observed as some say on account 
of its grateful odour and utility in a hot climate, or, aceotding to others, 
to drive away dcmons and evil spirits: 

My friend and myself put each a dollar into the chalice, for which we 
received three puffs of frankincense; but Signore Alessio, who contri4 
butcd a whole handful of sequins, was literally enveloped in a cloud. 
Other chaunts were afterwards sung: in honour of different saints, and 
at the conclusion of each the chalice for contrjbution~ was brought 
round with the censer as before: these worthies however were enriched 
only with a few paras. So ridiculous and absurd arc the mummeries of 

• Plat. Com. in "'then. lib. x. p. 44~. 
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Greck worship within their Clillfciaes, that in all prohahility nothing but 
Mahomet ... n aU'iterity pren'llts thelll from practising wore nonsenst'in 

public than their catholic hrdhrt'll of Ihe ",c· ... t. The Turks iudt'cd hold 
the Greek ritt's ill the tltllJost ('ontclllpt, and Ihl'lf piellll't'-wor:.liip in 
perfect ahhorn' lIc(" their OWII lilitli heing l11tinmlt'ly (~()II'H'ckd with 
the spirit ualit y of t he Deity. of \'v horn t lH'y ('(tUiIOI ('nd nfL' any corpof<>al 
repres~ntations . J ollce had a (:OIn't'l'satioli willi a 1Il0!'lt resp( ·('table 

Turkish a,ga upon this s\ll~j('('t, who assurt,d me thal if the H Greek 
do.!!s" W(TC not such idolHlcrs he should have sOllie re"pcct t<'Jr them, 
but whpl1'he saw thelll It'd by such ignorant and sordid illlpo!'ltors a~ he 
knew thei r priest.s to b(" he ("uuld not. possibly rl'!o.lraili lJis illtligllation 
and "OIlI(,lllpt. lIe rlJ('1l a~k('d lIJe whv the Eng lish frank s Ilt.:\'er 

bowed down 10 ki i-os pictures. ulld why they did not (' ross theJIIselves ? 

and wlwn 1 explained to him some of the ehi(,f artidt's of tllc ]lrolf'stant 
faith and the discipline of our church. whi('h llis('ards <Ill cen 'mollies 
that tend to deha~ the mind, alld rct<lins those only which are 11l'('t'~

sary to ;u'd dignity to religious worship, hc e>.l'Inilllcd tlmt all lilis was 
very good (!lei)'. 1IcI~.«): hut that we w('re no more 'ClJristians thllll he 

was; mean ing to pay us the gl'catC'!o.t l'omplJlllent ill his power. 
Certainly the Greek priest s exert H !I'Y Il~1V ('lIdca\,ours to C'nlighten 

their ('OlmtrY"lcll. ·dlO!'c ignnral1cc imd ('rt'dulity is the source Irom 
wlljeh they derive (he greatest part of their J'('V( 'lIliCS. Tllf')' 1{'<Jeh their 
flocks thercl (/rcjust ~s much of Chribtianity fl~ ' is n('('cssary t(lr their 

craft, instruct them more in legends nnd lIIinH:ks or saillts IlllIn in the 

]ife aud doctrines of their Saviol1r~ inculcate a li\'t~ly faith in purgatory, 
with the dlkaf'Y of mass(,s, l'ros~illg:-;, and tile tedious rept·tition of 
prayers, jUl)l as if di"ine like human charily could be forced by sturdy 
importunity: h('occ attendance upon ceremoniolls jn~titutions COUJl

terbalances the neglect ofrdigious duties, ami the people, unimpressed 
with the true stamp of devotion, possess a most adulterated system, 

not only of'fnith, bu' of morality. ] trust however that the time is Dot 

far distant when these abominations shall cease for ever. 
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The Greek clergy of Ioannina are very numerous anti many of them 
\'cry poor: SOnl.e toBow various kinds of profession~. out cspet'ially hus
bandry and fishing: these are distinguished fi·olll the laity only hya 
high round cap and beard flowing 0\' <:1' the breast: they dcspi~c the 
tonsure as an innovation of the Latin ("hurl'll. A priest is only al_ 
lowed to marry OIlC(', and his wife mu~t he a virgin: if lie marrics a . , 
sf'colld time tlt~ is silellc-cu, and is lCl"lIIt'd an apopapas. The monks or 
ca]o)t'rs an' bound by H \' OW ofcontincncy. aud from them the bishops 
and other Jignilarie~ of the chl1rch are gt!ncnlUy Sell'ttNt The Arch
bishop of loan nina is appointed by the jJatri<lreh of Constantinople, on 
the recommendation of the vizir: he has luur suffragnn bishops I1lldt'r 
him, viz. of Vellas (or Konizza), ArgyrO-Castro (Of IJrinopolis), Del

-vi no, and Paramililia. His jurisdiction is vcry limit.ed, lor Ali PasiJa 
wiU permit neither pri(·~ts nor laity to po"Ssess more power than is 
absulutdy necessary within hi!; domin.ions. 

N2 



CHAPTER V. 

Difficulties which occur to the lYriter of Ali Pasha's earl.'1 Histor.v-Pre
jatoryl Remark., respecting the Country called Albo1lia Qtld its Inha. 
hitants- Ali's Birth-place and Fami~y-His Situatio71 at the Death of 
his Father-Charade',. qf his ft,lothel'-Ali's Educatioll-JJi.~ AJolhe1' 
and Sistn' cort,jt,d C!.fr b.1J the Gardikiote:f-AIi'~ .first Attempts at 11'01'. 
fare oud variom Success-His Adventures in litt' j}1uuf1foius qf M tl'lzika 
-Throws off his Dependence on his Mother-Turns Klej/('s-1'aken by 
KourtPasha amI released-Again turm Kltftes-Tllken 1>,1/ the Pasha l!l 
Ioannino but released-Is agam altack~d by Kouri, but sllccn:tis ill 

gaining his FO'(lour-His Advtnturu at Berat-Enters into the Service 
of the Pasha. of Negropont-Gflius ''Vealtlt and atlempts to seize upon 
Argyro.CoSI1'o, bllt fails-Takes I.ibocllObo, ~c.-Dcstr0.'ls the 7'ow1I (j' 
Chor11JotJ(J-Atinck,~ the Paslw qi De/tJillo whom lie m;sa$sillo fes, bill is 
driven from the Place-Is mrrdc Lieule1laut to tlte Dervell-Pa,~fla-His 

Conduct malces the Pa,~ha lose Ids fiend-Serres against the RtissialI ,~ 

- En/en 111tO Correspondence '{l·itft Potrmkill-·(;aill.'I the Pashalic iff 
T1'iccala--Attacks JflOnnina- Gai1ili a Battle ot.:er the Brys-Succuds 
by Strutagem in taking the City- Appoillted vy the Parle DeMJen Pasha 
of Rumelia-Conquers the Pasha of Arta-Takes Klissura, Premeti, 
Ostaniaa alld K ollitzQ, and secures the Course of the VOlussafrom ~:fou"t 
Pindus to I'cpelclli. 

HAVING proceeded thus far in the journal of aUf residence at 
Ioaunina, during the course of which I have been nect'h!'arily led to 
bring forward tHany characteristic traits as well as some political and 



DIFFICULTIES IN WRlTlNG ALl PASIIA'S EARLY HISTORY. 9' 

domestic anecdotes relating to its celebrated ruler, 1 alll induced to 
think lhat a more regular and detailed account of tIlf' adventurous lafeof 
this extraordinary man, in winch the causes of his uncommon success 
may be connected with their effects, will not prove an unacceptable 
document to the generality of my readers. The earlier parts of this 
wild romantic history never can be very accurately and authentically 
described, since they rest almost entirely upon oral traditions, or ac
counts which have been compiled from those traditions after a long 
intervening time: and though I have perused probably fifty of such 
records, yet I never met with two that agreed with each other, either in 
the relation of facts aT the development of motives. In all such cases 
it is necessary to be well acquainted with the character of the persons 
from whom wc receive information, and to know what opportunities 
they themselves have enjoyed of acquiring it. For my own part, I 
found no persons more able or more willing to impart this information 
than the old Albanian governors of' cities, fortresses, and seraglios 
which we visited in our excursions through the country: these men werc 
the {'arly fri('nds of Ali in his youth, sharers of his toils, and partners 
of his ~uccess: still even their accounts arc subject in agreal degree to 
exaggeration from vain-glory, and their chronological arrangement to 
disorder from defect of memory: the errors therefore that proceed 
from these sources must be corrected by a careful and discriminating 
comparison of written documents·, as well as from thcob!'ervations of 
those persons who have had the good fortune to vit'w and sagacity to 
conned the chain of political events, in the scc1uded seats of litcrat!lre 
and science. On onc occasion, which will be hereafter mentioned, 
I was fortunate enough to gain some elucidation of Ali 's early history 
frolll the chief actor in its scenes: had I been a greater adept in the 

------------
• I mil Wilh • detailoo. a~oouut or the Life or Ali Puha written by an Albaman fOC!t in Rom,ic 

vene, Ind procured a tran~flpl of il from IIOme of SIgnore P~ahda's ~cholal'!l ; ~Ul lne young fOguN, 
in their hurty 10 gCllhe rewllrd, wrote il in 60 confU5Cd .nd illegIble I band tbAl Il haa beeD of Illde 
or nO lMl"flce \0 me in my lahou~ 
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Romaic language, I should not have despaired of receiving an authentic 
detail of the whole from his own mouth. The latter portion of his his
tory, after its hero had es tablished a name, and connected his domi
nions in political union with ~u]'ro l1nding nations, offers itself much 
tnore advantageously to investigation and rcs~arch. 

Hnw('\'er before we (,Ille!' UpUII the biographic;:tl part of this memoir 
it will not be irrelevant jf we take a cursor}' \,jew of that ('uriolls aud 
warlike people, who~t' ,'alour fi)rml'u the hasis of their chieftain's ag
grandizement, and still remains the bulwark of his power. But ill this 
description it will be ncccs~ary for the rt'adtT to bt'ar in minu that th~ 
character of thill people is rcli'rred Inkk a It 'W years, to that tillle' when 
the Albanian. like the Tn!li;!n hunter, sl.ilkt'd rfCC and lawless o\'er Ilis 
native mountains. His peculiar habits, manners, and customs hU\'e 
been considerably altt.>rcd by the despotic sway llnd consolidatt'd power 
of Ali Pasha: though the general dements of his character may 
remain dIe same, yet the strong collision of external circulJl~t.ml'cs has 
worn down many rough points and prominent features in its con
figuration . 

The country now called ALBANIA is extremely dillicult of defini
tion. It wa<) originnlly coufined to the liLtle district of Albanopoli:,., 
(now Albassan) in Southern lllyricum or that region which was after. 
wards denominated New Epirus. From this insignificant origin. lhc 
courage and increase;: of its inhabitants, shewn especially during the 
weak disorderly I'eigns of the Byzantine emperors, ha\'e extended the 
limits, or rather the name of ALB.4. N lA over greate;:st part of lllyricum 
and Epinls; so that in the present day it borclers to the nortb UpOIl 

Bosnia, to the east upon l1accdonia and Thessaly. to the south upon 

• Ptolemy the rogrtopher, who ftourillbl'd in Ibt' reign. of Hadri.n and AntoniOUt ;9 the 6~t upon 
record wbo m .... m.tiOfl of it. A~""" A),,{Ja.,aflw,IC· I. iii. c. It. Dion CaflSiu9 ~ntlm{'raIJng the 
Roman conquHl!; in ASlto Minor. md:", meotion of Albani:!. lind caU. it A).{J4"'a., t"., lO:f'. IS ifio con
hdiltiOCUOl'l ttl an Albaoito elaewhl're. 
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Acarnania and the Ambn\cian Gulf, to the west upon \he Ionian 
Sl'a anu the Adriatic; though the Albanians hy HO 11Il 'anl\ ii 'IlH the 
chier population within these Illuits, bt:in~ intcrf'p('rsni with nu~ 

Dll'rOUS trib(,s of Sefvitms, Bulgarians, VulaclJi.ms, Osmnnlis, and 
Uoma ic or ll :oJt'rIl Greeks: so that in the sallie town it ill not un· 
commol] to ht'ar spukt'll the Turkish, Romaic, Bulgarian, Valachian, 
and Albanian languages, and sometimes a patois, or mixture of them 
all. Albania is nut unfrequciltly divided into Upper nod Lower, 
tlHHlg:h the boundilry 1iue of these dh'i!;ions i~ very undefined: they 
mi~ht perhaps with greatt'r propriety be sty led lllyr;an and Epirolian 
Alhauia. The clistricb which ar~ generally acknowledged in the 
country are as foJ/ow. Scutari, Upper and Lowcr Dibra. Croia, 
])lIlcigno, Duratzo. TiriUlna, Albassan, Oehri, Avlona, Berat, Musaehia, 
Dcsllitza, Ser.lpari, Korit za, Kolonia, Konitza, Dangli, Toskaria, Ma .. 
i;walotra, J\rberi or Littpuria. Argy ro-Castro, Kimsrm, Uelvino, l.iut
zaria, ~ngoria, l)alaio-Pog(~janni, Ioannina, and Tzamouria: to which 
Illight now be addt'd Arta, and Luro, since as many Albanians are 
settkd in thl'8C prodnccs as in most of the others abovemention('d. 

With n'gal'd to the origin of this people. who lay as it were dormant. 
so many centuries. " occulto veJut arbor revo," during the incursions 
of the barbarians hy whom at various times the Eastern Empire 
"'liS overrun·, history is quite silent; itll is Jett. to conjectur~tlnd con
jecture itself has in this instance but !!light grouncls f<)1' the formation 
of an hypothcsis. Their language being elltirely oral, no written uo
cuments can remain to aiu us in our rescHfelics. In the opinion of 
Col. Leake, thun whom few persons are better able to judge, they are 
the descendants of some ancient lllyrian nation, preserved by their 
mountain barners Irom the intermixture of Goths, Huns, Sclavonians, 
and other invading tribes who seulcd in the country; aud tbe only 

- --_.- - - -----
• From tbe n_ of Ptolemy the Ceo".pbu tin tbe 11 th CtiltQ'l I beline w, we Jlot m.QUQACd 

by ""y h'-otian. 
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hypothesis which seems able to stand against this, refers them to an 
emigration of Asiatic Albanians, concerning whom Strabo has left us 
a copious narrative, wherein some trait.') of character curiously coin
cide with these Europeans, lIIodified by the inventions of modern 
science ano the introduction of different religious rites. 

The featnres of the Albanian, his narrow forehead, keen grey eye, 
smail mouth, thin arched eyebrow, high cheek bones, and pointed 
chin, gi\'c II;m a Vt~ry marked Scythian physiognomy j but as ] am 
ignorant of the language [which by the best judges is considered a 
dialect of the SclclVonic with an intermixture of many other tongues], 
and have no otller dub of any ~()nscquencc. I feel myself uJlquali
fled to ofl~r , IllY opinjon upon this point. The name of ALDANI.4.NS 

seems to hav l' heen tak(;n from Ptolemy by the Byzantine writers· ·; 
for the Turks call them ARNAOUTS, whilst their appellation in their 
own language is SKYP:E TAllS, their country SKYPEltI, and tllt·ir 
dialect SKYP. They are uividcd into four great tribes., or clans, (:allcd 
Dc EDGES, 'rUSKIDES, LIAPJDES, and l'ZIAMIDEst. The first of 
these occupy the northern districts of Scutari, Dibra, Du1cigno, and 
Durazzo. The seconu <lwell in the great plains ofAlhassan, 1\lusa kia, 
and Malacastra, strt'lching from the hills of Durazzo to Bcrat and 
Avlona, and along the hauks of the V oluss:J, or Aous, to Tepcleni and 
KJissura. (the allcient Fauces Antigonere), and from thence to the 
boundaries of Koritza eastward. The third are a race of wild m()lln~ 
taineers :spread over the country between Toskeria and the great plain 
of Delvino, bounded by the Ionian sea": they are 60 dirty in their 
habits and so addicted to plulldt~r that the derivation of their name is 
commonly TefeTred to the Lapithre of antiquity. The fourth tribe ex-

.. The title!! gi ... eD them by the Byzalltille bi.torilo, Ire 'A"4/JQ.·o •• 'Ap/JJ.-ot, 'AAI1a.,iral, 'Ap!3aJ"ro.., 

AApa"W'f. Ae. 
t Cilled by the.Rom. ic wrilen, I'dyd",C, TOlI'cdrc. Aui"R".JIC. TClCifl'''''· The Albanian pronun_ 

ciation, accordiD! to Colonel Luke. lYbolll I" oon.;d!, n the betllut~o';ty, is NGEGE, TOSKE, 
LI APE, TZAMI. TbeH Iff mwy .ubordlData lObes, mOlt of "Which the reader may Me in the 
mop. 
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tends over that part of ancient Thesprutia which lif'~ chiefly to the 
south of the river Kalamas or Thyami'\, compr, hcudinp; Philates, 
Margariti, and the Cassoprean mountains. In all thes\~ tribc~s thef(' arc 
certain shades of difference with regard to language and manners, tha~ 
render it possible for a nativf' to distinguish them from each other: 
but the principal traits of the Albanian character seem to haV l: 

remained unaltered since the time of Alexius Comncnusfi:., when tbey 
begin to be noticed by historians as a hardy and nomad, but cruel, ra
pacious, and insubordinate people. After the ueath of the great Scan
derbeg, when theAlbanians, who had made a most brave resistance, fell 
benf"ath the Ottoman yoke, an innovation was introduced into their 
religious faith: tiH this time they at least professed Christianity, how
ever uninstructed they might have been in its peculiar tenets and doc... 
trines : t he progress of apostacy however was at first ver'y slcrn't and the 
religion of Mahomet did not gain many adhercut~ till about the end of 
the sixteenth century: at this time a. law was pTomulgeu which 
secured their estates in the possession of aU those Albanian fnmilies 
who should bring up one of their members in the Mahometan faith. 
This had the double effect, of keeping the country more clear of Os
manli settlers than the rest of Turkey, and of soon transferring the 
chief property into the hands of the new proselytes. At various times 
however whole vi1lages, towns, or di~tricts, for political advantages, 
ha,·e voluntariJy renounced the religion of their anCf'st()r~; and these 
instances occur not unfi·cquently at the:- present day . Yet thl! Alba
nian Mahometan is not more observant of doctrines, rites, anll cere
monies under his new law than he was under his old one, and is looked 
upon with great contempt by the rigid OSlllanli. He trequently 
takes a Christian woman to his wife, carries his sons to mosque, and 

• '0, rel,· 4.tal'1O~u( nIIJp~ "<lt AXJ3av~. y()p.J.~(.. . L. ii. c. 55. AAi3Il"~( « "Up! elTTu)./a .. 0,";;''',, 
tllITo"opot "0l'ri~ft. L.ll. c. '14. '0. rd dpm·d n;c 6nTa)'la, "f~""J'O' AXf,3aviJ, fip....,./Xf ...... , &c. 
L. ii: c. 'tH. '1::lI)Cfpil' ill'u( 'll"pO( pu-a(3o>..d, "d. tv1Jet VUtlrfpo1rOIOI. Canl&cuzew. Hilt, T. il. c. H. 
~\l.b 'Ill\. 
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allows his daughters to attend their mother to church; nay, he even 
goes himself altcmately to hoth places of worship, And eats with his 
family out of the same dish, in which arc viands forhidden to the disci
ples of MaholJlet. Very tew of them undergo the rite of circumcision: 
hence when the pasha. in a fit ofreJigious zeal, lias sent shcik!S to per
form the operation throughout certain districts, mallY of the adults 
ha\'e died in consequence. They are in general too poor to avail 
themselves of the licence which their religion grants for polygamy, but 
are content with one wife, who is ChOHeD, like any otber animal, more 
fix a slave or drudge thall for a companion: they are by no means 
jealous of their WUlll('n, nor do tll<.'Y confine them like the Turks and 
Crt.,t'ks. Tile wrd('hed crt'uture of a wife. with one or two infimts tied 
in a bag bellind her back, cultivates the ground and attends to the 
household affairs by turns, whilst her lordly master ranges ovcr the 
forest in search of game, 01' guards the flocks, or watches behind a 
projecting rock with his fusil. rcady to aim at the unwary travt"lIer. 
These women are in general hard.featured, with complexions rendered 
coarse by exposure to all varit.'ties of weather, and with persons ex .. 
tenuated by con~tant toil and scanty fare. In some districts they meet 
with better treatment, and arc found ready to share the dangers of 
war with the Illcn as well as the labours of agricuiture. One fault of 
vcry ill savour attaches itself to both sexes, being dirty in their habits 
to a proverb, and never laying aside their apparel ejtht~r by day or 
night. Having no such conveniences 8S beds, they sleep on the 
ground, with skins or mats for covering, in the midst of filth which 
might turD the. stomach of ao Esquimaux: their huts or cabins have 
no (:himney, but plenty of crevices are left in the roof and walls for 
the egress of smoke and the admission of rain. Scarcely ever is any 
other furniture seen than a Httle earthenware, with an iron pot to cook 
their victuals: they are far from being luxUI·jons in their food,.and in-

• to.l.icatioD is a vice of rare occurrence: yet at times they will both eat 
and drink immoderately, especially if it "" at another person', COIl: 



REMARKS RESPECTING ALBANIA AND ITS INHABITANTS. 99 

they are very greedy of gain and will alml)st starve themsdvel to pr&
cure money, which they readily expend in the purchase \)f arm!: 
many of their tribes never lay aside their weapons, e\'en during the 
time of sleep: when an Albanian is completely armed, he carries a 
musket over his Rho\ll~er, a pistol Rnd an ataghan in his belt, with a 
nal'row crooked sahre slung at his side in a manner somewhat similar to 
our hussars; thus equipped and shorn after the fashion of the Aban· 
tes, with his little red skuB·eap on his head, his fleecy capote thrown 
careles!Sly over his should.er, his embroidered jacket, his white ca.mis~ 
Of kilt, and his scarlet buskins emOOs9Cd with silver, he caBs himself a 
palikar, or warrior, looks with infinite disdain upon all the world be-
sides, and in his gait assumes that haughty strut which 80 strongly cha. 
j'acterizes the nation, and which is observable. though in a less degree, 
amongst our own Caledonian highlanders. 

A martial spirit and eager thirst after gain lead the Albanian to en
gage very readily in the service of foreign states*; but like the genera
lity of mountaineers, his attachment to his native land is so strong that 
he will never enlist but for a limited time, and the idea of returning 
to his native hills alone supports him under all privations and disasters. 
\Vheo he serves under the beys or chiefs of his own country, his enrolment 
is sometimes voluntary, for the hope of booty or revenge, and sometimes 
purchased, in which case the pay is proportioned to the valour and merit 
of the individual. His school of war is one of unbridled licence 
more than of military discipline, of cunning more than magnanimity; 
aDd the chiefs having only an imperfect authority over their 
vassals, these latter will sometimes disband themselves during a cam· 
paign and return to their own homes: there they may be seen in .. 
dulging in perfect indolence, stretched out in the sun to sleep, or tun
ing their guitars to their wild music ill songs that celebrate the actions 

•. It would 8N'I'n that the people of £pima, like the inhabitant! or Swilzerlud, always bad a pf"· 
penslty for (Qreigo mefl:eDary wo.rfll"O. V'id. Diod. Sic. "'01. ii. P. 404. ed. We8Nl. 
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of favourite chieft.ains or of themsdvcs ; for as their valour is stained 
by perfidy J so is their lIlf'rit by presumption, and they delight io 
boasting of deeth done either in fact or imagination. The retribution 
of blood was in full fi)fCC amongst them until the despotism of Ali 
Pasha put a stop to this c\"iI as well as to that ,system of brigandage 
which llIade robbery a proJession and removed fi'om it every token of 
disgrace lif • 

The Albanian costume, es[)cciall), that of the women, retains a singu
lar resemblance to the 31ltiquc. The abdominal system of the men seems 
greatly compressed by the tight ligature of the zone about their loins; 
this however, together with constant practice, enables them to bear 
long and ditHcult journeys on foot; and their activity ill climbing 
rocks and llIountains is (]uitc uxtraordinary. In temper they .m~ some~ 

what irritable, and very r.lreiy forgive a blow: they are by no means 
deficient in talent and acuteness, aDd it is a rem.arkabJe fact that the 
three greatest men produced in Turkey during the present age, have 
all derived their origin from Albania. These are the late cclchrah~d 
Vizir Mustafa llairactar, Mohammed Ali Pasha of Egypt, and, the 
greatest of them all, the su~jcct of this present memoir. 

Tcpelcni, a l'.malJ town of the Toskides, situah.'d on the left hank of 
the AVlIs or VOl lissa, soon aftcr that river emerges from the straits of 
I\Jj ~s llril, was tile birth.placc of Ali about the year 1750'1". Its beys 

JIC,-'Id it ill a kind of fcm..lal tcnUl'e under the ·pasha of Berat. The 
lami)y t of AH, whose surname is Hissas, had been established for 
several centuries in this place, and one of its members, named Muzzo, 
having been very successful in the honourable profession of a kleftes, 

• A favourite Albanian f'0vcrb .aya, "He tbat knol'18 not how to take ",way another man'!! pol. 
'e.~ion~ d_rves DOt to retalo bie OWII." 

t 'l'lle exact year of hi. birth i. not known: lIor can the illformation be ,procured from Ali blmself, 
tor he i~ Illway. au_OUS to be thought younger than he really is. 

:f. It is thought very probable thlt thiB fnmily was one of those which when Albania fell beneath Ibl 
Ottoman yoke changed their religiou. faitb to retain their poSIICIliona. 
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or robber, secured the lordship of Tcpcleni to himself and transmitted 
it to his descendants. Ali's grandfather, nftt'l' whotu he is lIanwu, was 
considered the greatest warrior of his age. He fell hr:wdy tight!n).!; at 
the celebrated siege of Corfu, just as he had scaled the ramparts 
sword in hand and was animating his troops to follow Ilis example. 
His sword was long kept as a relic in the annoul'Y of Corfu, from 
whence it suddenJy disappeared during the occupation of Ihat island 
by the French. I have heard that Ali offered a large Slim of money 
to gail) possession of it, but without success. The father of our hero, 
llUmed Vel" Dey, was a man of humane disposition and t'xcellent 
character, extreme-Iy weJJ dispf)scd towards tbe Greeks. hy whose intc
rest in the J'anar he was appoint('d to the pushalic of Velvino. From 
this po~t however he was subsequently removcd by the intrigues of a 
cabal and retired to his lIative lordship of l't:pcieni: in his mistor· 
tUDes he WaR cruelly. attacked and harassed hy the nci~hho\ll'ing ht'.Ys 
and agas, chiefs of petty districts, who at that timc abounded in Al
bania .ind werc always engaged in a state of warillre amongst each 
other for the purposes of pillage, or rc\'cngl'. or extension of b'rritory. 
U uable to ma.ke: h{'ad against his enemies, it is !:Iuid llmt be died of 
grief, kaving two wives ano threc childrcn, a daughter and two sons. 
The mother of Ali and of his sister Shai"nitza, \\<"35 a woman of uncoUl
mon talents, undaunted courage, and determined resolution, but fierce 
and il1lplac'lble as a tigress. Her first act was to get rid of her rival, 
whom togethcr with hcr child sltc took off by poison, thus securing 
all the rights and property of her husband to Ali, who at this 
time was about fourteen years of age. Far fl'om yi('lding under the 
disastrous circumstances of fortune, she armed herself with douhle 
fortitude, and rising superior to the wcakllcss of her sex, carried a 
musket against her enemies in the field at the head of her faithful 
clan, performing a ll the duties both of g<:ncral and soldier. In most 

• of these enterprises she took Ali as an associate, though she kept hilD 
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within the strictest limits of obedience. Plainly foreseeing that his 
!:Iccurity depended chidiy upon his military education, she accus
tomed him early to the perils of an active and romantic life, nnd 
itnproved his naturally strong constitutiun by exercise and tempe
rance: she enp:aged the oldest and most taIthful retainers of her family 
to animate his zeal by' a recital of the history and exploits of' his an
cf'stors, to correct his rash impetuosity by their experience, to in
struct him in all the manly exercises of an Albanian palikar, and to 
school him in knowh·dge of mankind and the arts of governing them, 
rather than in the lore of book-learning and science. 

Ali's progress kept pace with her most sanguine hopes; and to the 
habits of his earl'y Jili : m .. II1Y trailS in his future clwracter may easily 
be traced. His great object was to secure the attachn)(,llt of his 
Albanian clansmen: in this he completely succeeded by assidu
oU!4ly cultiva.ting their society, .by partaking of.their dangers in war 
and a.musements in peace, by Jistening to their wants, deciding their 
quarrels, flattering their prejudices, and imitating their customs. 
During his military excursions he tra\'ersed this rugged country on 
foot with his musket over his shoulder, and thence acquired a most 
useful knowledge of all the mountain fastne~ses anrl every opening for 
advance or retreat: hy constant intercourse with his military compa
nions, whose histories and adventures lie was accustomed to learn by 
heart, he so improved his naturally strong memory that on some oc
casions, when an old associate in the profession of kleftes has been 
taken and brought before him, he has astonished the culprit, before 
condemnation, with a recital of all the principal events of his Hfe, 
and in the aame manner he has enumerated the merits of tI\ose whom 
he has rewarded: with regard to bodily excrt'ises, 11e soon became the 
best horseman, the swiftest runner, and the most expert marksman of 
Lis day. The old governor of Tepelcni, when we visited that plac(", 

• 
lpoke in raptures of the young bey's proficiency in these arts at an 




