
HIS MOTHER AND SISTER CARRIF.D OFF BY THE C"'lDlKIOTES. 10' 

early age, nnd his eyes glistened as he recounted his gallant C'xploiti 
and the fine manner in which he would lead up hi') 1roops lo the as
sault of' a town. 

In the mean time Ali 's mother, who had resisted the at111{'ks of llcr 
confederated enemies with various success, fdl at once, by one blow of 
fiJrtune, into the lowest abyss of misery. The inhahitants of Gardiki, 
a large town situated at no great distance from A rgyro-Castro, amidst 
the wild mountains of Liapuria, made a secret cx~ition by night 
again<;t Tcpf'leni, Hnd succeeded in carrying off both tbe mother and 
daughter: Ali himself narrowly escaped the snare by a fortunate 
absence in a marauding expedition, or, as others report, by his attend
ance at a marriage feast. The women were carried to Gardiki, and .. 
there treated in a manner unbecoming the most rude and savage bar-
barians. being kept in close confinement. during the day, and at night 
led round the city hy a guard to every house in rotation, and subjected 
to the brutal passions of its masters. 'rhey continued more than a 
month in this dreadful situation, when their misfortunes excited COfJl

miseration in a bey of the family of Dosti -, whose turn it was to rc· 
ceive them into his dwelling. This gem~rous man, with a few confi
dential servants, conducted them, at the hazard of his life, out of the 
city, and brought them in safety to 'J'epclt'lli, where they found the 
indignant Ali just prepl:lfing to attempt their liberation with n large 
body of troops which he had collectcd together. The Gardikiotes, 
\vhen they discov('red the flight of the c.aptivcs, pursued ,hem, but in 
vain; after which they returned home, and burned to the ground the 
mansion of their benevolent preserver, 

This stain upon the honour of AIi\ house was considered indcJil>le 
but by plood. The authority of his mother, and the never-ceasing en .. 
treaties of' his sister, who inqerited all her mother's spirit (and who, as 

• It .. a oono", circumatance tbat the ablu' general with whom Ali a'fer OOlI~Dded. aod ",11.0 COlD:
Jtlan~ed ... iuR __ w tbe aiell& ofGutbki, forty yea,. .fIer, WII or t~. Aallly. nAIIMMl Demir ~ or 
Dosh, 



ALl'S FIRST ATTEMPTS AT WARFARE. 

the old governor of Tepeleni told U5, had she hee'l a man, would have 
fought with Ali inch by inch for his dominions) werc exerted to keep 
alive, within his heart, the flame of vengeance. The formcr ou hl'l' 
death-bed conjured her son, with her last breath, never to rest till he 
had exterminated the guilty race; and the latler, in all her conversa
tions with him , ended evcry speech by thc expression that she never 
could know peaee of mind, or die with satisfactiun, till she had 
st.ufied the couches of her apartment with the hair of the Gardikiotc 
women. Atte,· a lapse of forty years the vengeance of these furies was 
executed to the fuB hy Ali's stern decree- the guilty, but unfortunate 
Gardiki is no IlIOIT', and Shainih:a's head reclines upon the raven 
tl't'sses of its daughters·. 

Soon after tllis adventure Ali was desirous of leading forth the
troops which he commanded, and of trying his strength with the ene
mies of his house. NaturaUy of an ardent temper, and impatient of 
controu', he burned to escape from those t.rammds of' dependence 
in which he was kept by his mother, and at length extorted from itt'l" 

an unwiUing consent that he should take the field. He WHS Ji.)ftunatc in 
his first attempts, but had neither troops nor mOJlcy enough to pro
secute his success: he was then defeated in his lui'll, <lIuJ wllndcrinO' 

. . 0 

about the country to escape his purs,uers, was indebted for his safety to 
the bene\'o)('nce ami fidelit.y of several individuals. 

On his return . to 'J'epeJeni he was received with the lUost inJignant 
reproaches by his mother, who jt is said threatened to clothe him in 
female attire, and shut him up in the harem or apartment of the wo
men; and when, after the most ardent solicitations, he gained from her 
fresh supplies, and permission again to try the fortune of war, she 

• The temper of tbi. woman i. ~id to be moat cruel and inexorllble. Ooce, when the emiSSllries of 
her brother bad carried oft' .. bdutiful virgin from the '.own of Kalantel, to be imprillOned in hi~ detes
table harem. th. 1f'omeo of the phlC8 formed a deputation to Shll.lnitza to ~lIIlrelit her intt!rCl'!Ision wita 
Ali. to reltore \be damsel to.her disconwlate parenta. Her IInHwer to their request wu, " Get ye gone. 
Slat would bate married!! ptbugbmllo, and now . be will lead the life of .. queen." 
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added, in the true laconic style, that she expected to see him return 
upon the shoulders of his troops, either as a conqueror or a corpse. 

In the campaign which ensued, his evil genius at first predominated: 
he was defeated in battle, but in his retreat, having entered within 
the ruins of a deserted monastery, he there accidentally discovered a 
t.reasure that relieved him at once from bis distresses, appeased the 
anger of his mother, and enabled him, young as he then was, to con
nect himself very advantageously in a matrimonial a,lliance. He now 
determined to make onC:' last and desperate effort against his ancient 
foes. He raised fresh levies, and departed eager for revenge, at the 
head of a considerable iorce. In this expedition however he was ac
compa"ied both by his mother and his bride. The former still held 
t11e reins of government, endeavouring to curb the impetuosity of her 
SOil, and direct him by her counsels and experience. Still every thing 
appeared unavailing; the confederate beys of Argyro-Castro, Gardiki, 
Kaminitza, Goritza, Chormovo, and some others, brought an over. 
whelming arm.v into the field; the 'fepclenites were routed and dis
persed among~t the mountains of Mertzika, whose barriers alone saved 
th('m from· the fury of the conquerors. At this critical juncture, when 
the star of Hisl:Ius St..'CDlCU inclined to &et in darkness, Ali planned and 
exccuted a manreuvre which shews at once his sagacity and decision 
of character in those trying circumstances which tend to caJJ forth aU 
the latent energies. Himself, his mother, and his wife, were quartered 
in the house of some friendly partisan, amidst the remains of his little 
army, colh . .'ctcu. together after his defeat. Knowing "that a very con .. 
siderablc detached portion of hi~ enemies were aJw encamped lower 
down upon the plain, and that the chiefs of Argyro-Castro and Gardiki, 
the mO!:,t powerful of his opponents, had retired to their respective 
cities, he at once determined upon his mode of action. 

!.cavio, his bed about mid,night he gave strict orders to his wife 
that ahe sbould keep the door. of their apartment locked, and that 
when hi" motber came, according to custom, very early in the morning 

VOL. 11. p 
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to inquire after her SOD, she should answer that be was asleep and 
wished Dot to be disturned. He then departed alone and unprotected, 
gained the camp of the confederates, and soon after the dawn of day 
.tood in the presence of those who sought his life. Astonislwd at bis 
appearance they demand the moti\'cs of his conduct j when the young 
ohieftain with a modest but undaunted air thus addres~es them: 
" 'file life and fortunes of Ali are in your hands ; the honour and exist~ 
ence of his bouse depends upon your will: here 1 am, driven to de
spair: I have fought till my means are exhausted; I now throw myself 
into your power, and .You must either destroy or support me against 
my enemies: hut do not deceive YOllfSclvc!!I and suppose that you would 
derive benefit from the death of 44..Ji: my enemies are ill luct your 
own, and (hey seek my destruction only to be enabled more easily to 
place the yoke upon your necks. The chiefs of Argyro-Castro and 
Gardiki., already too formidable for the liberty of their neighbours, win 
profit by my fall to gain the sovereignty of the whole district. Tcpe
leni, strong by nature, forti6ed by art, and garrisoned by my faithful 
Arnaouts, might, if I were supported, prescnt an invincible barrier 
against their umbitious designs: hut if they once gain posse~sion ·of this 
fortress they win not ouly have the means of allnoyillg their neighbours, 
but of securing themselves from ull retaliation. Destroy me then, if 
you please. but be assured that my destruction will be the prelude to 
your own." Ali well knew that he had no danger to apprehend from 
thus placing himself in the power of his foes. The voluntary suppliant 
of an Albanian chieftain, is sure, not only of protection in bis presence, 
but of an escort on bis return! thja security is accorded even to a 
.obner, or to the greate.t ootcast of society. The grandeur of Ali's re
solutions, his manly open countenance, the fame of his valiant deeds, 
the name of hi, .... mily. and. abnve al\, the jealousy which be artfully 
rontrived to insinuate into t+oe minda of the beys, escited i. all an in
terest fur hi. "wetra...,. nod ""'ermined them not ooly to spare bis We, 
.,.., to mage th......,)_ uader hi. otaada.d. 
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In the me.an time his mother came as usual to his chamber door, .. d 
was answered by the wife according to her instructions. In about .a 
hour she returned and received a t;imilar answer: thlS being repeated a 
third time, she began to be alarmed, and suspecting that all was not 
right, ordered the door to be broken open. Not finding Ali within, 
aDd learning in what manner he had departed, she tore ber bair, and 
rushing out of the bouse in wild disorder, took tbe same route her son 
had taken. shrieking violently, and calling upon hi. name till the 
mountains echoed with her cries. No long time elapsed before she 
met tbe obje~t of her search returning to her presence at the head of 
those very troops who had espoused his cause, and whose assistance 
.enabled him so effectually to make bead against hi. remaining en<>
mies, that he obtained a peace, strengthened the fort.Htcations of his 
native place, and secured his family and fortune. It is from this deci
sive act that be dates the commencement of all his future glory. 

Ali now resolved to take the maDa~ent of affairs into his own 
bands; he no longer suffered his mother's interference in war and 
pohtics, but conClOed her to the apartments of the harem. Her deat.h, 
which happclH!d soon afterwards, has been ascribed by some to h;s 
jealous policy: but this accusation I totally disbelieve. From a con
sideration of his character and a review of his acts, one wouJd be in .. 
dined to think that no fear of remorse. no tie ofhurnanity. no impulae 
of affection. would he an obstacle to him in the perpetration of' any 
atrocity. Yet, after all, Ali has scarcely ever shewn himself,likf' man,. 
oriental tyrants, wanton in the waste of cruelty: let his own interest 
indeed be concerned, let hi. safety in the remotest degree be threatened, 
and woe be to the victim whom he suspects, or the criminal whom be 
bas discovered. But I cannot consent to brand hi. name with the 
crime of matricide. Crimes of the deepest dye he has committed, hut 
!be fieroeness of his nature seem. to relax when he is approached by 
the objecl. of natural affeetion; and to his children and their offspring 
be "i'f"'8"I DW8t sensibly and cordiallyattar.bed. I bave read in an 
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account which pretends to be genuine, that he shot his favourite 
nephew in one of the apartments of his palace ofLitaritza. But mark 
the difference! 1 once spent an hour in that very apartment ,.,."ith Alj's 
chief physician waiting f()r an audience. Thi~ gentleman, in wbose 
arms the young b£'y expired, gave me the particulars of his death, 
which \Va!. the consf"qllcnce of a fever: he informed me that the vizir 
was so doatingly fond of the 'youth that he could scarcely be induced 
to quit his bedside, and so inconsolable at his loss that he had never 
once entered into the room from that time to the present: and this rc~ 
Jalion was amply confirmed to me hy olhers. l,fcel the Inore anxious 
to rescue Ali's fame from those unmerited asprrsions, because Ill)' duty 
to ti,e readrr ann IlIV regard for trllth will nf'ct'ssarily lead me to ('",hibit - . 
his charactcr sometimes in very unfavourable points of view; so that I 
can scarcely help reproaching myself with a species of ingratitude. 
when I recollect the:': good offices and protection we recl.:'i ... ·cd in his do~ 
mlnIons. Such fedings h0!Vever receive some alleviation from the 
consciousness that Ali would consider himself flattered by that picture 
from which an Englishman starts back in horror. In Turkey the life 
of man is estimated by a very different standard from our own, and 
those deeds which we should. designate as crimes of the blacke~t dye, 
would be extolled by their perpetrator as aets of the most refined 
policy. Another thing, now I am upon this subject, let me be per
mitted to mention. In all the anecdotes relating to this extraordinary 
personage, no pains have been spared to sift; the truth from wllat was 
false or doubtful, and to penetrate into the rcal motives of h~s actions, 
nor have any been introduced into these pages but such as I had the 
means of authenticating fully to my own satisfaction. Could the 
reader Bee but half the stories I po."es. re.pecting Ali Pasha, collected 
both from friend. and foes, he woulrl be convinced that I might have 
compiled a bi~tory of his lire, in comparison with which that of Jona. 
than Wilde himself would have appeared like the memoirs of a Saint. 

Ali being now free from all immediate danger, determined to pu!"!ue 
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that path which at this time frt'quently conducu.'d its follower!) to the 
highest honours of the state-. He became a leader of banditti, and 
in his capacity of klcftes so infested the mountainous d.istricts of Zagori 
and Kolonia, that Knurt Pasha of Bcrat took up arms to defend the 
country, defeated his band, and captured their chief. His youth and 
the bt.'auty of his person recommended him strongly to the favour of his 
conqueror, who, instead of treating him like a rcbeJ, retained him in 
his court and honoured him with his confidence: nor, if reports be 
true, was the wife of lliis pasha insensihle to the charms of the young 
hero. In a war which soon afterwards hrokeout bet Wet'n Kourt and the 
pasha of Sc-utari, the most powerful of all tile Albanian chic/taius, Ali 
distinguished himself by so many acts of bravery and ingratil..lted hirn
~(>If therehy so much with the soldiery, that Kourt's hasnadar or .rea ... 
surer, a man of deep policy and great experience, strollgly advis('d his 
mast (~r either to put him to death or to sccure his fHldity hy giving him 
his llaughtt'r in marriagei-.• The first parl of this counsel was incom
patible wilh the pasha's notions of honour and his humane disposition ~ 
the second was rejected, on account of the indignity of taking a needy 
ad"enturer into alliance with one of the first families ill the Ottoman 
empire, whose pedigree could shew at least tcn individuals dignified with 
the title of vizir. A middJe course therefore \Vas p·ursued, and Ali 
heinO' honourahlv dismissed from lierat, was sent back to his native 

~ . 
place with pres{'nts of considerable value: the daughter of Kourt, 
much to her dissatisfaction, for she had seen Ali and beanJ of his valiant 
deeds, was affianced to Ibrahim Bey, whose family was equal to 
her own. 

It was impossible for a youth of Ali~s disposition to remain long in. 
active. Being at peace with his neighbours, and scarcely strong 

• Sometime. indeed thi_ naltl.{ion 'tV" upon a gibbet; .0 trlle i. thl:! old adage-" IUe crucem _Ieria 
pretium ~Iit bie: di.dema.>l • 

t EI&ctly .imilar D.d~ice WII giftm to Augu8tuS by Macen .. with retpect to Agripp.. TII)"",irn 
_Of' "..-ol~t like • ~t' no 'IUCII'SCU ~ fO,,(~ijf'(tl. !)jon C ••. c. liv. G. 
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enough to commence ofi'ensive operations against them, he resumed 
his former occupation of kleftcs, and ravaging the mountaiDs of Epirui 
was taken prisoner by the pasha of Ioannina. Earnest application 
W8.I now made to this chieftain by his own bey8, as well as by tiJC 
paaba of Delvino, and some other gf.n·ernors of the neighbouring dis
tricts, to consign the young robber over to condign punishment, and 
Ali had an hair-breadth escape from death in that very capital where 
be was destined to reign 8S bOVcreign. The pa~ha long hesitated, but 
conceiving it more consistent with good policy in the turbulent state 
of his own territories and of Epirus in general, to permit his prisoner to 
live, he not only liberated him, but supplied him with the means of 
carrying on his future operations. These he employed jlJ emhndying a 
large b<a.nd of freelwoters, who committed so many depredations in the 
various districts of Bpirus,. 'I'hessaly, and Macedonia, and rendered the 
countTy so unsafe for merchants and traveHers of every de!:lcription, that 
the FOTte found it necessary to take cogni.ance of their outrages, and 
sent an order to the derven-pasha of Rumelie to attack and c>o.tcrmiDatc 
the .... enders. 

The derven-pasha at this time happened to be that very KourI in 
'Whose service we have seen Ali once engaged. He marchC'd Hgainst 
the banditti with a considerable force; but the tri .. ·d courage of these 
wild Arnaouts, their intimate acquaintance with the mOUDtain p&l~es, 
and above all the abilities of their chief, were more than a match for 
the vizir, who thought it adriseble to ¥ttempt by negeciation what he 
'Was ..... ble to ./leet by force of arms; IUld he accord'ingly desired a 
conference. The acuteness Hnd natural eloquence of Ali were 88 Con. 

gpi~s in debate as was his valour iQ the Held. He recovered the 
!!""d will and eonMcnce of Kourt, who he knew wU about to march 
against some rebels of the Porte,. and persuaded him not only to secure 
his paroon at COllItantillOple, but to accept of his services for the war: 
in this hi. military skill and courage contributed maitdy to tbe ,uccess 
of hi. protector, who not oNy reprei"oted his COIlallCt iD a _I fa.. 
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vourable light at Constantinople, but gave him a high l11ilitary com" 
Oland at his own court. Tills however he did not retain long: the 
daughter of Kourt, who had been married against her own melioa. 
tion to Ibrahim, made overtures to Ali which were answered by him with 
proportionate alacrity. Ibrahim !Soon became suspicious of their in
trigueli and laid a plan to surprise them in the hour of dalliance. Ali'lj 
good fortune again prevailed: he received notice of his enemy's ap
proach, made his escape with great precipitation, and tlet.l.: a wail of 
grc"t height is shewn to this day at Berat which he scaled in his flight. 
Arrived at Tepeleni he did not think it prudent to remain so near the 
powers whom he had offended; on which account lle ('ntered into the 
service oftbe pasha of Negropont, who, beiuga stranger, and having just 
'entered upon his go\'ernment, was glad to purchase the assistance of 80 

experienced and bruve a palikar as Ali Bey. }'rom this engagement 
he reaped considerable advantagt.~s in"point of wealth, which enabled 
him on his retul'D to Tcpeleni to commence the execution of those 
projects which he always meditated, and to hecome a rouhcr on 
so cxh.'m}ed a scale that the llIagnitude of his crimes should. hide 
their natural deformity. HilS first attemr)t was too daring tor his 
lIIeans: he end,eavoured to take advantage of internal sedition in the 
great city of Argyro..Castro and to introduce his own troops into 
the place j but his designs were opposed by a momentary concurrence 
of all parties. and he was ohliged to retreat, He next 1\>11 upon tbe 
town of Libocbobo, on the other side of the plain , upon the mountain 
chain of Mertzika, which, being unprepare.d to resist himt .6ubmitted to 
his arms; in a similar manner Lekli, Giates, and some others were sub
dued. He now determined to attack the strong place of' Chormovo, the 
inhabitants of which bad irreconcilably offended him. not only because 
they had been amongst the earlit-'Si <..'onfederatt.'s against his family, but, 
as it is said, because some of its citizens instigated and accompanied 
llIe Gardikiotes in the espedition wherein they carried' off his mother 
and .isla, 

Hi. operatio .. against tbi. city strongly indicate tbe character aod 
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disposition of the mao, his settled principle of revenge. and his prefer
ence of artifice above open force. "Vhilst he was collecting troops for 
the enterprise, the Chormovitcs ill alarm sellt their two prilllates, 
named Gicca Dillos and Gicea Allio. to Tepdeni, requesting to know 
the cause of his threatened hostiliti('s, and the methods by which they 
might be averted. Ali received the deputies with great civility, re
plying that he had no cause at aU for hostilities against Chormovo. but 
merely of coni plaint against certain families, whom he named, and 
8.8Sured them that if these persons were expelled from the city, and 
their habitations burned, he would not molest them. The primates 
then returned, assembled the citizens, and gave in their report. Tu 
save their country, the families thus designated, unanimollsly consented 
to e.""patriate thcmsch'cs, and retired to Argyro-Castro, having first re
ceived ample compensat1on for their houses and effects. Thc pri
mates DOW returned to the preatDce of Ali, and iuformed him of the 
result. His reply WBS-" 1 am pleased with YOllr conduct; JOu have 
shewn yourselves my friends. indeed: go back to your tell~w citizens, 
and say, that in a few days I will pay them a vi8it in person, and as I 
wish not to put them to expeDce, will hring with me only 200 men: jll 

the Incan time take back with you some of my people, for as yet 1 Can 
scarcely trust those who have so often deceived me." Accordingly the 
poor primates were obliged to accept this guard of honour, and SOOn 

afterwards Ali paid them his promised visit, ilccompanied not by 200, 
but by 1200 of his best troop', He was ne\'crtheless received with 
every demo~stration of feigned joy, magnificently trt'ated, and his 
troops put into the best quarters possible. These, however, after a Japse 
of four or five days, began to pick quarrels with their hosts, for which 
many of them were severely reprimanded, ano even punished by their 
hypocritical masrer, who asked how they dared to inault the good peo
ple of Churmovo, his excellent friends, who had invited him so kindly 
into their city 1 Soon afterward. he called the principal inhabitants 
together, ann thus addressed them: .. My good friends, I feel greatly 
for your situation, as my residence amongst.you must embarrass your 
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finances: I will therefore relieve you by retiring~ with the greatest part 
of my attendants, to the monastery of rrribuchi·, where you .,hall 
come to me, that we may draw up and sign articl~s of friendship and 
alliance." 

Accordingly, to the convent he went, and next day about one hun. 
dIed of the principal citizens were summoned to attc>nd the conference. 
The treaty, for the appearance of greater solemnity, was to be drawn 
up and ~igned in church, and the hegumcnos, or prior, in fun robes, 
was seen standing at the great altar with all due preparations for its 
formal execution. It is a clIstom with the Greeks never to entcr into 
a place of religious worship armed: they unfortunately, therefore, de
posited their weapons at the church door as they advanced towards 
the pric'St; and these were a1l seized immediately by Ali 's orders. In 
the mean time the solemn farce of the treaty was acting at the high 
altar, when one of the Chormovites having occasion to quit the 
c1lllrch, perceived the seizure of the arms, and ran back to his friends, 
crying out-H that the priest might stop proceedings, for the infidel 
had betrayed them." His troops then rushed in. tied them together 
with ropes, and dispatched them to Tepeleni: they then marched. 
under the conduct of Ali, and fell upon Chormovo itself, massacred a 
great multitude of its unfortunate inhabitants, sold the women and 
children into slavery, and razed the town down to the ground. Having 
taken one man, the head of a family named Prifti, particularly 
obnoxious to Ali, he ordered a spit to be run through his body, 
and roasted him alive: it is asserted by many that he pf'rformed the 
inhuman office of executioner with his own hands: but this is not true; 
it was dODe by his foster-brother. Darned Usuf-Araps. the ,on of a black 
slave in his father's harem. 

By this horrid act of vengeance he spreacl 8 terror of his name 

• Dedicu.od too the Pu"ia, iulhe DlOtllI.Wna, only ... hon diltlll(:e nom Chormo'o. 

~OL.II. Q 
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throughout the surrounding tribes, mnny of whom submitted without 
resistance to his power. 1leing now comparatively ,,'ealthy, he began 
to practi!tC that art to which he owes so many of his subsequent suc
cesscs, the art of bribery. By means of his emissaries at Constanti
nople he procured a commission Jar attacking Seliru Pasha of De)
vino, who, tor some rca:;on or other, was obnoxious to the Porte, and 
made himself secure of being appointed to the vacant pashalic. Re
sorting to his favourite measures of decei t, he carried with him only a 
imall band of troops, under pretence of flying from his enemies: with 
these he was received into Delvino, and gained tbe confidence of the 
unsuspecting ScJim. He then contri"cd to surround him with his own 
creatures, fomcuh..d cn nali; amongst the officers and soldiers of his. 
guard, and at Jength assassinated the pasha and arrested his son, 
whom he carried off, when the people of the city rose upon him with 
indignation and compelled him to retreat. They were however 
obliged to ranson~ his prisoner for a hU'ge sum of moncy, which at 
this particular crisis ,"cry materia11y contributed to the aggrandh~c
ment of the captor: for a new DervcnaPasha of Rumelic having bC(,1l 

just appointed, Ali, by aid of large bribes, was nominated his liculi'
nant. In this post he determined to pursne his fhvourite m8xim-" Get 
money, and that will procure aU things." lnstead of attcmpting to 
clear the district of handitti, he truded in licences, which he sold regu
Jarly to the kleftes, receiving not on]y a certain sum, hut a share of the 
booty they might obtain. These worthies now pursued their course 
with auch unbridled insolence and rapacity, that in a short time the 
country became quite impassable, and thc Pasha being recalled, lost 
bis head at Constantinople, for the fault of his lieutenant. Ali him
self lVas obliged to expend a great share of his illicit gains (0 secure 
hilt indemnity; but 80 high did his character now stand for bravery 
and success, ~hat in the year 1787, when war broke out Octwt.'en 
Turkey and the allied powers of Austria and Russia, he was in,·ited to 
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fill an important command in lhe army of the Oran(1 Vi:..:ir, Usouf: 
under this general he behaved with great gallantry, and was cOll5idcrccl 
one of the most promising officers in the Ottoman service. 

An event however occurred in this campaign whieh led to the early 
development of his ambitious views. His favourite nephew Mahmoud, 
whom I havc before alluded to, was t..,ken prisoner by the Uussians. 
It is said, and I believe with truth, that in the negociations which Cll

!\ued respecting his release between Ali and Potemkin, each of these 
ambitious men contrived partially to discover their particular projects 
of aggrandizement to the other. Certain it is that an interchange of 
presents took place, and a regular correspondence between them W"'dS 

commenced, from which Ali entertained strong hopes of being acknmv
letlgeJ sovereign of Epirus when his friend should be seated upon 
the throne of Constantinople. This correspondence which Potem· 
kin held wilh Ali, as well as with many other Greek and Turkish 
chieftains, became knowil to Catherine and probably precipitated 
his fute. 

Ali now employed the wealth which he possessed and the credit he had 
gained by his milital'Y talents, in procuring for himself thc government 
of Triccala* in Thessaly, to which he was nominated by the Porte with 
the title of pasha of two tails. The situation of Triccala was peculiarl, 
adapted to his views. It commands the passage of lIIerchandise from 
loannina to Constantinople, and whoever possesses tllis country eau 
ilttop all supplies of corn from the fertile plains of Thessaly, upon which 
the pash.lic of loannina frequently depcnds for the support of its popu
lation. Here then he planted himself at a time when anarcby and con
fusion reigned in tbe last mentioned city. The authority of its pasha 
was at best almost nominal: its turbulent and powerful beys were not 

• It bu IIICCMded in eilQ and. altnOit in name to tbe Incient Tricea, concernin;: which ,.id, StTt". 
lib. iz, p. en. IJilld, p. 111). 
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only in rebellion against him, hut engaged in the most fierce and im
placable quarrels amon,gst themselves. I have been assured by most 
respectable people in loannina who renlt'mht'fcd those times, that it was 
frequently unsafe lor a person to stir out into lht, puhhc streets. Each 
bead of a party had com·erled hi~ house into a spc'cic"l" of turtr(,s~, frum 
whence his adherents used 10 fire upon their oppOlllnt"l if they ap
proached too IIcar; the 1110st atrociuus murd(~rs were daily COlJlluittcd 

in open day, till the \'ery bazar itself became allllost deserted: at this 
time however, the pasha was dead, and every rival chieitain was ca
bClIJing to succeed him. 

Ali employed all the agents in his pmvcr to promote these dissensions 
and to incrcasf' the public distress. V\'h('n he thought affairs were ripe 
enough for his presellce, hccolJectcd aconsidcrable nUlIlber of troops, pass~ 
ed the chain of Mount. Pindus and made his appf:'arance un the plains to 
the north of Ioannina. This manreuvrc caused great consternation ill the 
city: the beys, in imminent danger, stitled their cnmity towards ('ach 
other, joined their forces together, and advanced to meet the in\'ader. 
In a great hattie which was tought at the head of the lake, the'y were 
beuten und driven baek into the {-ity by Ali, who encamp(~d bel()rc it 
with hi$ victorious troops. Not bring strong enough to attempt it by 
storm, he emplo)'ed a surer method f()r success. He had already 
gained a considerable nUllIber of adherents amongst the (jn.'eks in the 
city, nnd especially in the dl5>trict of Zagori: tLese by hribcl'Y and 
large promises he engaged to enter into hi!> views anu send a cleputa. 
tion to Constantinople to solicit for him the pashalic. They acted as 
he requested: but the opposite interest proved too strong for them at 
the Porte, and they were made the bearers of an order to their prin_ 
cipal to retire ilBmediately to his own gm'crnment and disband his 
troops. One of the deputics, most attached to his interest, rode forward 
night and day, to give him early informalion of the failure of their 
mission, and on this occasion Ali executed one of those strokes of pOo! . 

S 
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liey whieh have given him such advantage over the imb('('i\ity of the 
Ottoman Porte, After a short co~sllitatioll with his frielHI. lie dis-
missed him to rdurn and meet the deputies, who W~lItl 1\ a !l'w (Iay~ on 

the road, and then proceeded straight to J03nllina. Tile beys, 1o \\ lioll} 

its contents had bt'f'n alreacl y intimated, ad"anc( 'd as I:u' ~s t ht' sui lUi bs 

to meet the firrflan. It was produced 811(1 dfHwn out of lis crimson 
case; whell CliCit reverently applied it to his lim-heu(l, in tokell or 

suhmissioll to its dictates. It was then Opt 'lwd. and to the utter con
sternation of the assemhly it anllounred Ali, paslli.l of loannifla, and 
on/e n ,d Illslant suhmission to his authority, 

The torgl'ry wus suspf'Cted oy many, hut sOllie cre(iited it; whilst 
others. hy tilliely submission, sought to gain favour with thc man who 
they foresaw would be their ruler: in short, his partisans exerted 
tlwllnwlvl s on all sides, the beys were dispil'itt -d, and \Vhil!'!t tlH'Y were 
jrrt~sollll( - and undeterminE'o. Ali cntf"red Ihe city amidst Ihe CI('c!ama_ 

tio11s of 1\1(- pOl'llid(;e : his ('hief enemies in the mean tlillC soughl t!ldr 
safety by lli.!,d.l , pa,,"'llg o\o'er the lake and taking rd'uge in the districts 
of Art ... , ElOli,} <lnd l\('arnama. 

All's fir!:!t ('arl' WCI'! to eHhn tilt" fears of 811 ranks: to the prople he 
promi!-.c(1 prot{"ttinn, to tlu,- h(')is who rcmaiOt'(J ri('h offices and plulldt't': 
his fri('ods wac amply recompellscd, and his c-nt'lllies reconciled hy hi8 
frankness and engaging afli.hility: in the Olean time he !'tlt a strong 

g.trrison into till' (':l5tmn or tClrtrrss, and thus acquired firm possession 
of the pashaHc bet<Jrc the imposture of the firman was dilJ('ovt-red. It 
was now too late to dispossess him of his ncqui!-.ition: Ilis adlH'Tf'nts in

creased daily, a numerous and resp('c table deputation, led by Signore 
Alessio's father, carried a petition to Constantinople, and seconding it 
with bribf'8 to a large amount ultimately prevailed in establjglJing bis 
usurped dominion. Thus, according to custom, despotil'lm succeeded 
to the tUTbulence of faction, ond the people not unwillingly 8ubmitted 
to the change. 
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Soon afterwards Ali obtained from the Porte the important office of 
Deryen~Pusha of Rumclie, which not only materially ~lIcJ'eased liis rc~ 
venue but gave him the means of creating an influence in many pro
vinces of the Turkish empire. That proud tamily which had t{}rmer1y 
rejected his alliance now gladly accepted his overtures, and Ibrahim 
pasha of Berat affianced his three daughters to the tw() sons of Ali, and 
his favonrite nephew Mahmoud. 

Having thus established his interest on a firm footing as well ill 
Constantinople as Albania, and wielding the resources of an extensive 
dominion, he began to act upon a larger scale, aud to pursue his grand 
plan of consolidnting an independent power in Epirus, a country 
which nature hcrs"Jf seems to h:tvc marked out for inJcpelldcllcc by 
the impregnable mountain barriers with which she has surrounded and 
protected it. The means which he resolved to take for the completion 
of this plan, were to amass treasures, to keep agents in pay at the Otto
man court, to infuse suspicion of other powers into the minds of the 
Divan, to render himself useful to whatever European state was most 
able to return his services, and finally to seize upon the prol>crty of his 
neighbours whenever and by whatever methods he could. In the exe
cution of these measures, his rapacity has been hound less, his penetra
tion deep, his aggressions innumerable, his perfidy morc than Punic, 
but his success complete. 

After the projects of Russia with regard to Greece had failed, lUld 

.11 cODfidence in that power was lost by the insensible and cruel conduct 
of its agents, Ali's enemies at Constantinople endeavoured to undermine 
his credit, by disclosing as much as they knew or suspected of his cor
respondeDce with Potemkin: fertile however iD expedients, aDd fearful 
of a rupture with his sovereign, he found means to counteract these 
ploto, and allay the coming storm, principally, as it is asserted, by the 
good offices of the FreDch minister at the Porte, whom he contrived to 
engage jn his interests. Being now secure in his most important posi-

1 
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tion he 500n found a pretext Jor quarrelling with his neighbour the 
Jlasha of Arta, conquered his territories, and anncxpd then), as well as 
the whole of Acarnallia, to his own dominions.. Thus he secured the 
free navigation of the Ambracian Gulf and gained possession or many 
valuable ports in those districts. His Dext step was to open a free and 
safe intercourse between loanniua and his native territory ofTepeleni. 
To this end he attacked and took possession of the strong post of Klis
snra, where the Aous or VOlussa enters that deep defile caBed the 
Fauces Antigonere,or StenaAoi, which was occupieu by Philip in the 
first Macedonian war, where he stopped the advance of the Roman 
legions, until the key of his position being betrayed to Flaminius by a 
shepherd of Charopus he was drh'en from this strong post and obliged to 
c"acuatc Epirus·. The occupation of Klissura was followed by the 
reduction of Prcmcti, Ostanizza and KOllitza, all capitals of roost im .. 
portant districts which secured the whole <:ourse of the VOlussa from 
its source ill 1\1ount Pinuus as far as TepeJcni. 

\Vc h:l\'c now traccd the course of this extraordinary personage by 
tllat imperfect light which his early annals ufford, from his infancy to 
the timc when he fixed his scat ill the Great Despotate of Epirus. 
One would have thought that this success might have sati&fied the 81U. 

---- ---- ---------- -----
.. JJi~ occupation of thi~ pllt5 is thus dl'scri~d by Livy, lib. xxxi i. c, 5." Principio veris (Philippus) 

'lUll Atlu:un&orn omnia externll auxilia, quouque lll vi! annatUTlIl erllt. in CL.aonillJll per Epirum !d oe~ 
, nplIn,J"s, qUal ad A Illigoniam l~lIucc~ sunt (Stell!!. vocau t GtlI!Ci) mi6it. Ipse ()Ost puuci8 dieuulI graviore 
~pcutu, 6gllline, quulll situm OlnnelIl regioni! a5pOlli6<iet, maxime idoneum ad munlendum locum credidit 
essc pra:!tcr amnem AouJIl: IS inler mool"'. quorum alterum Ai:ropum. altcrum AlIllaum iocohe vo. 
('~nl, JlU{;IIShl vall., fluit. ittor exiguum ~uper rir-m prillbena." The mount.llinB fonning thlt d"file are 

"OW CIIIlt>d, thOf>e on the north aide 'l'rebcchina aDd Mejourani, those 00 the south Me1cbiovo. The 
defile i~ nbout Icn mil~ in length f rom KlissUJa (which from the 'emllina of Cyclo~lIn masonry obo 
IItrv.ble tl .. :re J taktl to have been Antigonea) to tbejunction of the Aoua with the river of Argyro
Castro, IIbove Tepdeni. The precipice8 on each side are tremendoua, being appart'1.l1ly Ulore than a 
tbouund faet in perl"H!ndicular height. The positions of Philip and Athenasoraa mUll have been about 
rnid.1\<ay in the d"file, 118 Fillminiu8, when Ill' IIrtiveu. at the Aou~ with 'llllll rmy is laid by L ivy to 
have eoclmped u the di8tance of five miles from the MacedorWlI.nll. (cap. 6.) Many peflOn8 hne lix.ed 
llpon Premeli, about !,,-dve miles higber up the AouA, for Antigooea; but J 11 m confinned in my opinion 
of il~ being IJUcceeded by Kli .... ~UJII, from a runge of Polybius, who IIpeab of IhctC &trai,hta u beiDJ 
close to. Anli(C'lJu: ~«l 1'4;;1' . "p 'A ,n'lvI'H(lI' oru'';;". J. il. C. tJ, 
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bition of an Albanian kleftes! bllt ambition', pafh is deceitful as the 
mountain, which tempts the traveller's astCllt to its false summit, and 
then e1bibits to his view another equally pn:cipitouti and lofty, to which 
it sened but as a base. 

The remainder of his history, when it became connected with Euro
pean politics and important enough to engage the attention of his con
temporaries, offers itself much more readiJy to historic elucidation. 
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WHILST Ali was extending the limits of his sway towards the 
north, the southern districts of hi6 dominions were subjected to the in
cU1"8ions of a clan, contemptible to all appearance for their numbers, 
but impregnable i~ their mountain .. holds. and capable, by their daring 
c~>urn.ge and enthusiastic love of liberty, of Kttacking him in his capital, 
and alanning him in the very recesses of his harem. These were the 
Suliots: a people which sustained the character of ancient Greece, 
and assumed the spirit of its independent son8. Their abode was like 
the dwelling of a race of genii, upon a kind of natural citadel, amidst 
the wiJd Cassoprean mountains, where the Acheron r01ls down a dark 
and truly infernal chasm, overhung with rocks and woods of deepest 
gloom. 'rh,. Jligh peaks of precipices bounding this mysterious 
glen were surmounted by fortified towers, whilst the paths leading to 
the impending heights above scarcely admitted two persons to walk 
abreast. During the worst eras of Grecian sla\'ery, the flame burned 
bright upon this hill-altar of liberty, and its worshippers breathing a 
purer air, and excited as it were by those stupendous energies of 
nature which they constantly had in view I preserved their physical and 
moral strength unimpaired, not only defying tyranny, but pouring 
down from their rocky fastnesset over the plains of the oppressor, and 
carrying off tI,at booty which was considered as their lawful property. 
At Suli the rebellioD was plaDned, UDder Lambro Canziani, to liberate 
Greece from the Ottoman yoke, aDd the collllpiratoro had their head
quarters in these impregnable fa.toes..,.. 

FOlU large villages con.Lituted the principal seats of thi. independent 
clan, .in a situation 80 singular, as probably to be unique-. They 
lay 1!pOn a fine COD"'"'" plain at the perpendicular height of about 
2000 feet above the .btad of the Acheron; a grand natural breast-work 
deac<ll\de<l poecipi.'.Y to 1he rwer ; . "hilit behind the .. rOle a tower-

• 'n. ddnce o{Soli from Yo.nnin il14 hom; from Pre ... I'.; ... .An. 14 ; '- llup 
'; &0. Marprili G; from Paramilbia S. 
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iog cRai-n of mountai~ at once an ornament and defence. The 
Acbe",n, after p .... iog througb the valley of Dervitziana, fint eoterl 
tbe Suliot chalm, where it is called tbe Gorge of Skouiti .. , from a 
small village of that name: a narrow path, which .. inds amidst the 
dark .. t wood. upon the right bank, conductt the traveller in about two 
bouro to a narrow cut aero .. his path, called Klissura, admirably cal. 
culated 10 stop the progress of an enemy. Thi. defile was commanded 
by a fort called 'Tich08, and near it was the first village of the Suliot 
republic, calle!i Navarico or A •• rico. From hence a gradual ascent 
leads to the deserted site of Samoni .... ; thence to Kiaffa, signifying a 
height, and lastly to Suli, the capital of the tribe, which was gmerally 
styled Kako..Suli,like the Lo.,t .... of Homer, from the difficultie. it op
posed to a conquLTor. Near the spot where the mountain-path leav .. 
the side of the Acheron, to wind up the precipices between Kiaffa and 
Kako-Suli, a conical hill overhangs the road, called Kungh;, on whicb 
stood the largest of the Suliot fortresses, named Aghia Paraskev\·, or 
Saint Friday. At the same spot another small river, flowing from the 
Paramithian mountains, joins the Acheron, which, descending down 
the romantic defile of Glykl, enters the great Paramithian plain, and 
empties itself, after f1owiog through the Acherusian lake, ioto the 
Ionian sea, near the ancient city of Cichyrus or Ephyre. (See tbe 
plan at the head of this chapter.) 
. Such was tbe situation of the Suliot republic : no vestiges of any 
ancient cities have been discovered within its boundaries, nor is it 
clear to what tribe of IOrmer ages they h~ve succeeded, though the 
Selli of Homer apparently offer the faireot claim to pre-occupatioo of 
the .oilt. The date of the Suliot settlemeot on the .. mountains i, 

• Uapa",ullJ and KUPIOn), i. o. Friday Iud Sunday, ani &mOD« eta. COftIIIKIf. blUb.. gt1'e11 to the 
Greek girl •. 

+ Homer «rtalOly places the Beni tomewhere in tbi. neighbourhood, in the 10th book c£ the 
Iliad, lin. 

Ziti, a"Q 4...Ow"ate. IIIMcryll:i. nt~1 1/fJ..,I', 
~"'" jU&,.,. ~,... "I'fl N. J.U.).M 

l:-' "ow" " .. ~ ."In~. x..,....,.. .. · 
And Il-e nry 8elli .".., 10 ..... to. .t..ir Dam., or p'. it, to tile rif'M Athero!l, the ideatioal 

R!l 
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referred by tradition to tbe middle of tbe 17tb century, wben some 
goat and twine-herds having led tbeir animals to feed upon the heights 
of Kiatra, were struck witb the eligibility of tbe situation, and occupied 
it with their families. 

Aa the population of tbis small and bumble colony increased, it 
attracted the attention of ita neighboun, and sustained many wars with 
the bey. of Paramithia and Margariti, as well as tbe pashas of 
loan nina and Aria. In all these bowever it was del\,nded by the in
accessible nature of its rocky lite, whil.t the detemlined. bravery of its 
citizens enabled it to wrest numerous posaesSiODS from the hands of its 
opponents, and to extend the limits of its .way far be-¥ond the bound
aries of its original territory. Before their first war with Ali Pasha, tbe 
SuJiota possessed siJ:ty .. is: villages, aU conquered by their arms. The 
citisena of the republic were claued in diviaioDs calJed faras: each fara 
contained 8 c;ertain Dumber of familiea, and was commanded by its own 
cbief or captain. Of tbese 

Kako.Suli contained 
Kiaffa-------

19 fara. 
4. 

and 
and 

425 families. 
60 

""(If (If Suli, in 'l'ery flU!y times. See .. P-SNpiD Homer', Catalogue, v. Ifl6, where the poet lar-that 
Hercul .. carrilKl off AlltJoch6a out of the cit, of Epbyre. froID we river ~'f;' 

TIP """ «'~"",, nnyai cin ~.fnot· 
Strabo, iodeecl, plKel Epbyre and \hi, riVIN' in Eli.. ",beN ] find DO m~tioD WIde of ,ueh by P.u
l.olu or til,. other luthor: but the 8cboliut inti ..... teI the probability of this being the The~protian 
:Epbyre, "hieh is (reqlleAdy -uoned by Homer UDder tbi, IpI*'atiOJl, 01' that of Cieb,.rul: and 
Stt.bo bimtelf, uJICOucioully GOup. 'gift!! ,ood I'UaOI\I for -cr-PI ",ith the Scholiut: for be aye, 
that tbe .1lpeditiOl'l' of H""cul. W8'e (requ8CI1 in lbia region, and that it wu cawbrated. for poisonl : 
110" ". know, that Hercul~ ... the (r.d IDd r-t of AiQoDeUa or Pluto, IIi ... of the MolONi, 
wbo reigned in ttI,- neighbourbood. (rOIn wbom he liberated bit frienc;l Ind eompanion ~; 
led Homer bu paniculul,. diaUDlUitbed. .. Blph, ... for ita prodllctioD. of pcNoG. miDI Uly .. 
co thoro for the Vet, pwpoae of ptQCOrin, it. 

~o.xC'I'CI -yQp r;;ao.. ~ 1ft ~ 'OD.O'nVr 
.t¥I'OIflW 4~!p •• hi. ace.","" &fpl .. il" 
Ur XlJh.63-tu ~.,."C. Od. ~ t4D. 

Witb reprd to tlla D.mlll of Z&llO. and ZlU.", I bo" DOt wtwnN the,. ere derived; but il a pro
"ble thai they may allude to toaIe rtligiow rita. E"~I.thiu •• ill bill Commentary upon. 110_, Db
...... ., lbl' "Wever tbeIe ". aD. EphJAI, tIIIrt " ...... a Ii .... aame4 l'otM .. ". 
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Avarico contained S faras and 
Saruoniva - - - _...:3 and 

55 fammes. 
SO 

liS 

When the inhabitants of these lowns increased beyond Ihe means of 
support, seven were selected out of their sixty-six tribuiary villa~) 
to which they sent colonies of native Suliots, who were exempted 
from paying either forced contributions, or the regular tribute, which 
was a \enlh of all produce. Thus in the village called Tzicuri live 
faras wt>re settled; in Pericati two; in Villa two; in Alsocori three; 
in Kondati one; in Gionala three; aud in Tzephlcki two. 

The chantcwr of flus people was warlike in tbe extreme; aod martial 
exercises comprised almost the whole system of thejr education. Their 
chief amusements were the dance and song, the former of which con'"' 
tributecf to incrc<lse their hodily bolrenglh, and the lattcr to animate their 
zeal and Iced their national enthusiasm: they were passionately attach",: 
cd to their country, which, in spite of traitors who were seduced hy the 
gold of the paslla, would probably have continued to defy his power, 
but jor tbe pressure of political circm:pstaoces. They had a chosen 
baud of 1000 palikarst all citizens of the four principal towns; but 
1.500 more were embodied. from the seven colonies and the other de
pcndt'ncies, during their contests with Ali Pasha. The plan of their 
warlarc, as '",as the case in ancient times, consisted more io skirmishes 
than pitclled battks, in daring expeditions, sudden attacks, and quick 
retff'ats: grf'at examples ()f heroic devotion were exhihited by indivi .. 
duals; and their harangues breathed in a great degree the fire and spirit 
of al1tiquit.y. The women of this republic were scarcely inferior to the 
men in bravery, or less eager to share in aU the peril. of w,r. Troops 
of heroines constautly au-ended upon the IOldiers, to carry provisions 
and ammunition, to assist the wounded, .. nd, if necessary, to engage in 
battle. The m .. sl celebraled of Ihe .. amazons was Mosco, tbe wile of 
Captain Tzavdla, and mother 0( tbe gallant Joto. the Hector of this 
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new Troy, .. bose name i. still celebrated ill maoy a Greek and Alh ... 
nian 8Ong. Her exploits miJ1;bt rival those of the heroine of Zdragossa. 

The Suliots bad no writteiI Jaw, but many customs handed down 
DOl time immemorial serrred to regulate tlM!ir conduct: judicial affairs 
were generally referred to the captain of the fa.m, or in cases of diffi
culty to a council of chief!!!, convened froID the tour towns, in Kako
Suli. To animate their men the more, the women look prt:cedence at 
tbe wells and fountaius, according to the characteT which their hus
bands bore for bravery, and if a woman had the misfiuotune to be 
wedded to a coward, she was obliged ignominiously to wait till the r£'8t 
hatJ filled their pit(·hers. It was found that few men could endure the 
torrent of reproacheJ that W3S generally poured upon tbem at the 
return of theJr indjgnant spouses. The femalt,s of this republic 
1t"el'e held in such esteem that no man was allowed, undt.·r the severest 
penalties, to iDtertet-e even in their quarrels, It'st by accident a woman 
might be kiUed; and whoever committed such an aet WHS put to 
death a8 a patricid~ with the eXf'crations of all the citizens, 'rhey 
.bad an extraordinary custom ip tbeir wars of sending out a sma)] body 
of troop" against a luperior force, and, on the contrary, a large body 
against a small one. In the 6rst in~tanct't they intimi<iateu their foes, 
who knew tbf'Y were prepared to conquer or to die; in the latter, they 
were able to serure more prisoners, and gain a greater nlDsom for the 
purchase of arms and ammunition. Like the ancient Spartans, they 
never inquired about the numbers of an enemy, but only where tbat 
enemy might be founci . . 

Such was the republic with wbicb now Ali prepared 10 engage: 
without its.d,·struction be fureoa", that all hi. future plan! must fail, 
liD"" the Suliob were not 0",. tbe beet ""I<lien in the ranks of hi. 
eneouieo, but weoo ~ of tbe Itn.>ngest bold in the very lBidst of 
his don,iuioa, where they gaye ndli@.e w tbe di .. ,,"-.l. Mnd from 
whence \.lao, u-J. ....... bi. tenitories wb.-ver be wo. engaged 
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in distant warfare. The preparations for his first expedition were made 
in 1792. He then assembled an army of about 10,000 men, aU tried 
Albanian troops, giving out his intentions of attacking the town of 
Argyro-Castro, the beys of which had been his most inveterate ene
mies in the early stages of his career. Under this pretext he endea
voured to lull the Suliots into a fatal security, requesting their alliance 
and co-operation, with the offer of double pay and rewards propor
tionate to their acknowledged valour. The following is a copy of the 
Jetter which he wrote on this occasion to their two most celebrated 
captains, named Botzari and Tzavella . 

.. 4>o.DI~" Ka.,ro1l' M.&r!np'l ~'QI Ka.m<I'T(a/3i"1r."1r.a, 'Ey'::' d 'AA" lIari, "oi.c xalfKrw, o:i" ,,01, 

, ,"1r.w rQ p6r.a. '}Ar'"m) nil ly., bu".., r,,"1r..\ic .<llI"1r." MI" JI'~ya!Jla" .,..,. "';.. ra).,,,ap(al',.a,. pi 
9aiJIt't'QI lid IX'" p • .,~ )(pl,n" 6....0 My_ac' ;\4",0)'~" o:lIJWrf ~~ -,.-<11';' t!U' l,,~ M 

'Aaj3lrl TI," ypc.~" 1"" .. d pa'~tI S>..a,,"\ rd tra>..,,,"pt" ~d, I'd U.S,n "d ,u '''fM" &at Old "1"""' ... 
"1r..p~" ... rilc 'X8p1.t p'" Tom, :",n. " .:ip ... ~a. ;, "<I'fIUc. 0"'';:; ~X'" )(pi, .... tl...o 'Aoy~ (7llt, ~d, I." ..... .. 0 I~ 
r~I' ,,'AI .. v ""C. o::d, To)V ciydnW b.; ~X(T( ~.<l My" JAil' '0 ).~( ""t Si'Au I",", l • .,." .. ~ ... ,' ii(f<W ~It ... 
t., r'" 'Ap/3a"lrac' atllr} o::dt It II'<IA.co::opru (fllt U,., trWc I,,,., _AAOl "lyaMlrtpyt ci...o To)" l~,rlw noc. 

AO'nI" iy" t ... ,",yOt" .... d ~p.;',,/U ",p,v ... i'A9'm; iii 'C. t:dt N, • .,np;;' "').I,y-,xt ,.Q ;).3t,,· 

Tav,.a, lid. (fo1, X'upfr .... " 

TRANSLATION. 

H My friends Captain Botzari and Captain Tzavella-I, Ali Pasha, 
salute you and kiss your eyes. Since 1 am well acquainted with your 
courage and spirit, it appears to me that I have great need of your 
assistance. Wherefore] beseech you take no other resolution when 
you receive my letter, but assemble together-aU your palikan and 
come to meet me, that I may murch to combat against my enemies. 
This i. the very !Wnson Bnd the time in which I need your belp, and I 
expect to Bee the friendship Bnd the love you beer toward. me. Your 
pay ahall be double that which I give to my Albaniaoa, fur I know 
your valour i.o superior to theirs. A. I ,han not go to war before YOIl 
arrive, I ... treat you to come quickly. This, end farewel." 



liS HIS STRATAGEM. 

The Captains Bolzari and Tzavella called a council of their coun· 
trymen upon the receipt of this epistle. It ,,,as read before them, but 
very few were oUpei of its artifice and insincerity. They returned for 
answer that their warriors were always necessary at home for the de
fence of their country, but that anxious to oblige his highness and 
secure his friendship, they had given Captain Tzavella permission to 
lead out seventy palikan; and attend him to victory. 

Ali, 8S soon as he received this force, that he might conceal his 
designs from aU suspicion,· began his march in the direction of Ar~ 
gyro-Castro, but scarcely proceeded twenty miles before he halted 
aod encamped. On such occasions it was a custom with the Suliot! 
to exercise themselves in running, leaping, wrestling, and other 
manly sports,; aud for thi~ puq)Osc, they had now unsuspectingly Jaid 
aside their arms, when orders were suddenly given to arrest them. 
All were immediately seized and bound with fetters, except three; 
two of these snatching up their weapons fought desperately till they 
fell covered with wounds, whilst the other, a man remarkably swift: 
of foot, made his esca~ unburt by a thousand shots that were fired 
after him, swam over the river Kalamas, und directing his course to 
Suli, arrived in time to put bis countrymen upon their guard against 
their insidious enemy. 

In fact, tbe pasha made hi. appearance in their district the very 
day after, witb hi. whole army. But finding- tbe Suliots advised of 
his intentions, and fully prepared to give him a warm reception, he 
deferred his attack unti~ he could try the effect of arti6ce and deceitful 
negotiation. Having ordered Captain Tzavella to be brought into hi. 
presence, be promised bim tbe most ample reward. upon condition of 
hi. procuring the sl1bmi .. ion of tbe republic, witb the horrible alter. 
Dative of being Sayed alive if hi. fellow-citizens continued obstinate 

.iD their opposition. U Release me from my fetten then," said Tza
vella, "for my countrymen will never submit wbilst I am in your 
power." Ali bowever, too wary to let hi. prey escape him thus, 



ANECDOTE OF TZA.VELLA I\.N[) l1lS SON. 

demanded what security he would give for his return if his mission 
should prove ummcccsstuL "My only son 1:oto, who is a tbOU'J80d 

times dearer to me, and more valuable to his country, than mJ own 
life." Upon these conditions 'l'zarella was released, and an c(\ual 
number of Albanians and Suliots met at the bottom of the moun
tuin to exchange the prisoners. 

As soon as the chief arrived in Suli he convoked all the other 
captains in council, explained fully the conduct and motives of the 
pasha, assured them that they had nothing to hope from hi~ promises 
or hls clemency, exhorted them to prepare for a vigorous defence, and 
be under no concern for him or his family, every member of which 
would feel a pride in sacrificing his life/or the safety of his country. 
In the mean time he contrived to gain a delay for the purposes of 
defence, by protracting negotiations with the pasha; and not before 
Suli was armed at all points did he transmit the following letter to the 
tyrant. 

" 'AXij TIalll'a, XQ.,.,flat bri fyiXalll'a i"a 36AI0'" ·Elflat 'I!~ ,,0\ J,a.U'TlG",,,, ri\" 1ratplca f"I1,,<,.n-iol' 

b, l"u "Mft.,,,· '0 ttll, fill SiAU .tWOSd""I, ry;" OflW' d"ICtA"ICi-r"" SiAl< TU" f,:J"c{,.". "'1"" "a d"IC."",· 

KII: .. (u?, T;;pirOl, .. as':', llll'("a, ~'A¥" lllriiil', 61'1 "flat olcnrAuyxyo, .,.ar/pa" pI. 1'0 "d .9,,111'[«"'''' TtlI' 

t.d" fl. lid 1'0" Mu(d" fI" ).""pwfld,,· dftoJ(pl"ofla. 61'1 u:" in ....dplI' rO (J .. "ov. SiMI,III'I:Of"IITU 1'0" bul" f"" 
j.!l TO 1,..o.0&1I"0v 1'ij, .al'f>.ia, P.II, /Ca. ~'vvI'1I"fl1'fH~a, p.... Tort OJ" Sd itp.W'O(Ift- va l .. c.djIll'W rov 
SIl..urcl" 1'11· tip.~ /I." ".I<I,.,wp.r", S/).« lX'" 4).).a 1I"«I8,d' Ii ",,"iit"" p.'" In'a' "/a· 'Eli" /)11";, P. "/Of 

"'S.:.,lt,,a. Of v ,.'''u '""«P'''''1''',,oc "u .s"."aIll'Sj OtU 1'1)" ... orpl&'r¥. 411T0, I!i"l,,,a. ilE,.Qf; "h (""'P' a:h, 
" .. 'Y"..,pl(ua. "" ioulc p. ... P."H "'~1r(' VQ OV0f'44lra, a~Io, ".u, rije ·E)'AuiIo, ""'1'1'(&, f'ac, M

" 
"J 

'Y,,,,,a.on,ra "" b~p" TO" Sa"o,ro". Dpox"p11iTa, ).011 .. 01', a,..I<:', 1.,..«. It,,uwUf'0''Qf; "d llllC/tlJ$wO 

"E)'~ 0 "'p.wIII'p.i"oc lxSp6, <no 

KIl1l""'Uv Aio.P1Tf'O' TCa,Gi).).ac. 

TRANSLATION • 

.. Ali Pasba, I rejoice that I have deceived a deceiver. I am bere 
to defend my country against a robber. My son is doomed to death, 

VOl.. 11. • 



,ALI A'M'ACKS SUI,!. 

but j will desp.J:Iltc1y ",·enge hilll before 1 die. Some 'furks. lik .. 
youl'sclt~ w.i.l1say that 1 alll a merciless father to sacrifice my child for 
my o,v» Jio.eration. I UU!IoWCT, that if you had taken the mountain 
y~ ;would have nmssacl'ed my son with all the rest of my family 
aod. fllY countrymen. In that case I could not have revenged his 
death. If we arc "jctoriOlls, I shall hove other children; my wife 
is youug. If 11Iy boy be not willing, young as he is, to sacrifice himself 
for his country, he is not worthy to live or to be acknowledged as a 
child of mine; nor ought he to be named os a worthy son of Greece, 
unless he can meet death with fortitude. Ad.vance then, thou traitor, 
I am impatient for revenge; I, your sworn enemy, 

"CAPTAIN I. ... \MDRO T7.AVELLA." 

The pasha, a6 it may be supposed, ,vas highly indignant at this answer 
and thc failure of his insidious schemes. He did not however put the 
boy to death, but sent him to Ioannilla, to be confinrd there with the 
rest of his countrYlIIcn. On his arrival he was brought into the pre
senoe of Ali's chief minister Mahomet Effendi, and his SOH Vet)'. who 
put his constancy to the proof by informing him that they lmd n.'crin:d 
the pasha's orders to roast him aJiv('. " Jlm'c YOll 1" replicd the uudaunt
Cl.l youth. "Then jf Illy tather conquers he \\.jJl serve you the SflI1lC. " 

His h('roic answer pleased Vely, who is hy no means of a cruel dispo
sitioD, and Foto was merdy seut into confinement at 011(' of the D1Ullll ~
tcries of the island. 

In the mean time the pasha pre-pared to attack Suli hy force of 
arms ; though an occurrence h,ad \'fell Qigh taken pla(Oc which would have 
rid the Suliots at once of this dangerolls enemy. A band of these brave 
mountaineers, to the number of 200, having learncd that Ali was CIl

camped with his body~gua,d -dlone at some littJe distance from 11is 
main army, marched out with a firm determination to take him, alive 
or dead: but the p""ha wa. informed of the plot ·by a trnitor to the 
""""", and removed iii. head-quarter. to n pl.ce 6f safety: (he dis-



DESPERATE RESISTANCE OIt THE SP l.luTfI: l3l 

covery howevcr animated his fury to such a pitch that he gave orden 
to entcr the defiles, and put hig troops immediatel y in motion. . . 

'fhe Suliots were obliged to retrea.t before soperior numhf>r:;:. from 

their southern frontiers in the district, called Laka, which lit's towards 
Arta and Prevesa. 1'he Turks pursued them with great spirit dOWH 

the valley of ' the Achcron, bllt received a check at the pass of Klis
sura, bein-g there met \Vitlt such volleys of lI1usketry from the fortress 
of Tichos by which it is commanded, as well as hom behind the 
rocks ami precipices, that the passage bermne l1('arly choked up 
by their dead bodies. The pasha, who had taken his station upon One 

of the opposite motJntains called Bogoritza, observed a stfflilge confu
sion amongst his troops, and scnt to inquire the cause: when it \ViiS 

told him he was unable to restrain his fury, but ordered the tower to be 
taken at any expencc, offering various rewards, and one of 500 purses to 
that man who should fir~t enter Kako~Suli. The Albanians now fouoht 

o 
like lions under the inspection of thcir cHief and upon the strength of 
his promises; but the pass of 'rhemlopylre itself· could not have bef'n 
more bravcJy defended than was Klissura by the gallant Suliots, who had 
this advantage on their side, that they fougbt under cover of the rocks, 
huge fragments of which were hurled down upon their assailants by the 
yery women and children. · THe Albanians now felJ in such numbers 
that the dead bodies formed, as it were, a wall between the combatants, 
and chokcd up the pass: the ammunition of the Suliots at length he
gan to fail, their tirc slackened, and fresh troops of their enemies con
stantly succeeding, they retired towards Kiaffa. The Turks did not 
wait to carry the fortress of Tichos, but leaving it in their resr, set up 
the yell of war and rushed after thc SuJiats, whilst the pasha, viewing 
all these actions from his position through a telescope, was aJready in 
imagination master of the capital. In this attack Pronio Aga of Para.-. 
mithia, a man of great cOurage and gigantic stature, who was attended 
to the w~r by several of his SODS, all noted warriors, highly (\istinguislu·fI 
himself, so also did Hassan Zapsri, the most powerful Ot·y of Mar):",.ili. 

s 2 



)3£ HEROINE MOSCO-ALI'S DEVEA. T. 

a large Turkisb town in the district of Tzamouria. Kiaft"a was soon 
found to be untenable by the Suliots; it was therefore deserted by all' 
the inhabitants, who took refuge in their inaccessible mountains, w.hilst 
the troops of the repuhlic, followed by the pasha's army, retreated 
towards Kako-Suli. The great fort of Aghia Paraskevi upon Kunghi, 
which commands the Tripa, a deep chasm between Kiaffa and the capi~ 
tal, was at thj ~ time so thinly garrisoned as to be unable to intercept 
the pur~uers; and Suh would have been lost but for an act of fe
male valour which well deserves comparison with that of Telesilla and 
her Argives. The llt::roine Mosco arming all her female warriors, 
rushed out of lhc town sl,"orJ in hand, stopped the retreat of hu~bands 
and brethren, Ile.Hled thelll in Cl \'aJiant attack upon the assailants, who 
were ncarly hn:lltldc::..; hy their pur"uitlll' these steep acclivities, and ill 
a moment turned the tide of war. The Albanians in their turn 
retreated and fled; the garrison of ])araskevl, which had received a 
number of fugitives, made a liaBy to increase their confusion; heaps of 
stones, which stood ready piled upon the t'dges of the pr~cipices, were 
rolled down upon the fiying foe, who were again intercepted at the 
foot of Tichos and almost annihilated: hundreds of deacl hodies wcre 
Tolled into the bed of the Achcl'On, whose torrent was CIlClllllbcreu witil 
the slain and whose waters were dyed with blood. 

Arrived at this tower Mosco discovered the body of her favourite 
nephew, a youth of great promise, who had ~n killed in the first 
attack of the position. Animated with a desire of vengeance at this 
sight, she kissed the pale lips of the corpse, and crying out, " Since 1 
have not arrived in time to save thy life, I will yet avenge thy death,., 
she called on the Suliots to follow her example, and led them like a 
tigress that has lost her whelps, against those troops of the enemy who 
remained about the pasha in the upper regions of the valley. These 
being rlispirited and terrified by the fdte of their companions, took illl
mcdlatrly to flight, 8ml were pursued by the victorious Suliols as far as 
the village of Vareatis, which i!S within seven hours of I08011ina: they 



PEACE CONCLUDED. 

Jost an their baggage, ammunition, and arms, which weI"(" thrown away 
in the flight, besides an immense Ilun,hcr of prisoners, who'ic ransom 
served to enrich the conquerors. Ali himself killed l'\\o hor')cs i.n his 
precipitate escape, and when he alTivt'd £It his capital he shul hinlself 

up in his harem for several days, where he adillitted no one tu hls pre
sence except a few of his most confi(hmtial friends·. 

Scarcely a thousand men returned from this expedition with their 
arms: about 6000 are said to havt.' hecil slain or takeu prisoners, and 
the other SOOO having been dispersed over the woods anu mountains, 
did not collect together again at loanuina bc!()rc the expiration of 
seveml weeks. Ali having now given up the conquest of .suli as hope
less for the rr{'s('n~ enten'u into negotiation ",jill its citizens and con
cluded a peace upon cOlldition of ceding to (hem possession of their 
acquired tt'fritory as far U~ .l)cn"it;t. iaml, of restoring his seventy pri
soners, togctht'T with 'l'zu\'clla's son, anJ of payinp: a very large sum as 
a rallsom f()r his capti\·e troops. The beys of IJurumithia and Marga
riti , who had bl"Cn illdliced by his wiles to assist ill this war, made a 
lwparat(! treaty, by whi(:h they hmllId themselves in future to become 
allies instrad of enemies to the republic. 

About this time the politit'al hori~on became darkened with the har
bingel~ of those storms and tt:mpests that so long COf)vlJJsed every state 
ju Europe. J·'rench revolutionists wefe v(~ry busy around Ali; great 
hopes were held out tp make him throw off the yoke of obedience to 
the Porte anJ as:,UfllC the illdcpt:ncicnt sovcrdgnty of Epirus; and it is 
supposeci that onc of Ilis chief redson~ tor attacking Suli was, that he 
might, in calSC of revolt, have e~tahlishcJ himself ill so impregnable a 
fortress. }'ailillg however in hilS pro.lcds. be became wury of his new 
friends, and was too crafty to commit himself with his own govern
ment before he had sufficiently consohdatctl his power: tliS great aim 
was to dispossess the V cllctialHi of thdr settlt:meuts upon the coast; for 

• 'r ! .laugbttJ Q«uned July 20, 17Qt:. 
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he pJainly saw that whilst these affordcd a rendezvous to the discon_ 
tented who fled from his gm'crnment, as well as arms and ammunition 
to bis enemies, he never could mise that fabric of power of which he 
had already laid the ftmndation: but as yet he had neither mcans nor 

opportunity: Ulany powerful independent clans were interposed be
tween them and his territories: he had no marine, nor the means of' 
formillg one : hc had no ports, except one for smaU craft Ilt Salagora 011 
the gulf of Arta; neither had he the power of protccting the small ):) hart' 
of commerce which he possessed; for the politic V cnctiuns had procured 
a clause to be inserted in their treaty with the Porte, that no sHl~l('ct of 
that statc should build a fort within a mile of the Ionian coast, lIor 

sail with any RI'med vc~seJ through the c1mnn(') of Corfu. In til is s1at<' 
of things he HrmcJ IJim sd{~ as he kuCtws well how to do upon occ<.Ision, 
with patience: his penetrating mind could clearly foresee the future 
dlSUniQll of political engagements and the distrdction of foreign powers. 
He determined therefore to wait for the appointed time, and ill!'tt'ad of 
acting in opposition to his government, to use it as the chief instru
ment of his aggrandizement, making his own acts of usurpation appear 
like its equitable claims Of fair reprisals. 

In the mean time he turned his attention to the imprm'emcllt of hi" 
capital, in which he laid the foundations of the new fortsurrOllndillg the 
palace ofLitaritza, to the construction of roads for the greater facility of 
internal commerce, to the extirpation of robbers who at this time in tested 
all parts of the country, to the formation of alliances with neighbouring 
chiefs, and most particularly to the accumulation of wealth, weB know
ing the efficacy of that powerful engine which is not unaptly termed 
the sinews of war: his subjects however had no great reason to bles!I 
the ambitious designs of their ruler, being ground "own by his oppres
sive avanias, and put to great inconvenience by the diminution of the 
circulating medium: at present however he did not think proper to 
shew fully that Beverity of character which has since been displaye" in 
so many acts of consummate cr.uelty. 



HIS INTRIGUES WITH BONAPARTE. IS$ 

}\t this time the convulsions of revolution agitated. tile wbole conti
nent of Europe, and possessions soon began to change their masters. 
In 1797 Ali saw the Venetians driven from the loman i l'lla nd~ and their 
continclltal de·pendencies, whilst the French flag waved upon the shor('s 
of Epirus-: this was the momen t for which he bad anxiously waited, 
Suspecting that the Grcat Repu blic entert.'1.ined views Rgainst 1 he' totter. 
iug power of Turkey, which political circumstances at thls time tended 
strongly to promote, he began to in t rigue with its victorious general, 
and accordingly sent a confidential agent to BonapatiC's hend quarters 
in the north of Italy. The I'rench general, who hHd received accurate 
information respecting t.he character and conduct of tllC Albanian.chief
k1.in, entered with alacrity into negotiations and proposed to make 
use of him as a powerful instrument in the promotion of his ulterior 
()('signs, Thus these two great and cmfty personages were now 
matched; each anxious to deceive the otller and turn him to his own 
part inllar ad"anta~c. The benefits which Ali received from this alli
ance were certain and immediate. He gained permission to sail with 
hi,; flotilla through the dmnnel of Corfu in spite of former treaties: he 
~llrpris('{l the two independent towns of Aghio Vasili and Nivitza, 
massacred the poor inhabitants in church whilst they were celebrating the 
tcstiyal of our Lord's resurrection, and having thns cstRblished himself 
upon the sea coast opposite Corfu, in the midst of the most formidablf', 
wealthy and independcn-t t ribesof Albania', was ready to scize upon every 
adnmtage that futurity might hold forth: in fact he l·cry soon took 
possession of the important fishery at Santa Quaranta as well as the 
large and excellcnt harbour of Porto Palenno, where he afterwards 
built a large fort, and thus drew, as it were, a cordon round the Pashalic 
of Delvino: at the same time his agents made a merit of these Bets at 
Constantinople. bJ' representing them a. done solely lor the advantage 

.. 'rbo IODiu. ie1ee. together with the cootinental 10WDS of ProveM, YODlzzR. ButrinlO, Parga, .ud 
GomC'f1iZZII, wore pIeced under the dominion of the French Republic by the trcaty of Campo F ormio. 

1 
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of the Porte and the sut~ingation of infidds; Ali himself confirmed their 
report by pa.ying tribute to the Sultan for every place he conquered, 
aDd ackoowle-dgiug the feuual tenure under which he held tht' 
government. 

Still further tu ingratiate him~e]f with his sovereign he headed his 
contil.gent of Albanian troops, joined the Grand Vi2ir in his campaign 
against the rebel Paswan Oglou, and highly distinguished bimself in 
the unsuccessful attack of Vidin. An anecdote is related of him at this 
period which deady shews the line of conduct he had resolved tc) pur
sue with regard to his flattering hut insidious court. Thc Grand Vjzir, 
under pretence of bestowing public approbation upon his conduct, 
requested IJis attendance in full divan. Ali, conscious how much 
more he merjted the bowstring than half the victims upon whom that 
punishment has fallen, went boldly, but surrounded the vizir's tent with 
six thousand faithful Albanians: as might be expected, his reception was 
courteous, but the conference was short. Soon after this event he re
ceived intelligence of the invasion of Egypt and the probable rupture 
between France and Turkey. Ever anxious to turn the COUI1'<": of 
events to hi!:! own advantage, and conjecturing that another transfer of 
the Ionian islands might possibly take place, he returned jn great haste 
to loannina, leaving his eldest son l\1ouchtar in command of his troops. 
As was foreseclJ, the Porte declared war against the French republic, 
and a combined armament of the Russians and Turks was prepared to 
wrest the seven islands from a power which had shewn evident inten
tions of making this a focus from whence European Turkey might be 
attacked. Ali however, before he took part against his French allies, 
was anxious to know in what state of ddence the Ionian government 
stood, aDd whether it was capable of resisting the force about to be 
emllloyed against it; for this purpose, under pretence of giving some 
important information to the commandant of Corfu he reque'ted a 
conference with the Adjutant General Rosa, naming him because he 
had raided for a loog time at loannina, had married a wife in that city. 

S 



WAR BETWEEN TURKEY AND FRA.NCE. J'1 

ana was a personal acquaintance. The place of conference was at 
a small dogana, or custom.house, near the toWll of Philates: llaving 
there gained from the general all the information possible Ly fair 
means, be extorted by torture a declaration of the ddencclcss state 
to which the }"rench in the islands were reduced; after which he dis
patched him to Constantinople, under plea of his being a spy sent from 
Corfu to excite a revolt among the Albanians. Soon aftcr his arrj\"al 
at that city he di(~d in consequence of his ill treatment. 

The information which .Ali had thus gained d~cided his political con
duct: pretending a vehement zeal tor the good of his country and the 
honour of the crescent, he offered a cordial c().ooperatjon with the allied 
powers, by undertaking the reduction of the ex·VeJldian towns upon 
the continent, and his offer was unfortnnately accepted. 

The three great powers at this time engaged in active operations 
against I'ranee, were England, Russia, and Turkey" The plan pur. 
sued by them in the Ionian Sea deviated a little from its original des
tiuiltion. It was at first resolved that Russia and Turkey should act 
togt·tlwr ill Egypt, and thal England should tuke upon herself alone the 
task of expelling the French from their Septinsular possessions; in 
consequence of which arrangement instructions were scnt out to 
Lord Nelson to dispatch a division of his fleet for this service under 
the command of the ganant Sir Sidney Smith. l)rociarnations were 
issued by his lordship inviting the islanders to take up arms in vin
dication of their rights aDd liberty, whilst a strong exhortation to the 
same effect was procured from the Patriarch of Constantinople, and ex
tensively circulated. The expedition was on tbe point of sailing when 
the scheme was disconcerted by the cunning policy of one oftbecon .. 
feclcmtcs. The Russians ever on the alert to seize any opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves on this theatre and of amalgamating them .. 
selves with the cause of Greece, waited only till they had obtained a 
passage through the .traits of the Dardanelle. before they declared 
their intention of sailing immediately for the Ionian lsI .. instead of 
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Egypt; and this they did untler pretext of many strong invitations sent 
thew by the inhabitants, who desired liberation and protection at the 
hands of a natIon which professed the same religious faith as them~ 
selves: but that it was only it pretext, appeared evident from the 
circumstance that greatest part of their crews and land forces in the 
expedition, both officers and men, wert' composed of Greeks. It 
was however now too latc for the other allies to raise o~jections 

and huzard a rupture. The English squadron was cheerfully dispatch
ed to the shores of Egypt, since our interests were much more con
cerned in that qnarter, and the Porte, though duped, determined to 
yield with a good grace and to accompany the Russian fleet with a 
portion of it.o; own. though the.y sent the greatest part to co.operate 
with the British admiral. 

Long before the arrival of the allied fleets in these seas, Ali who had 
his own interest atone in view, detennined to commence operations. I 
have before mentioned that the strongest and most advantageous of 
all the ex-Venetian towns upon his coast was Prevesa; a city which is 
now the key of his marine, the Portsmouth of Albania. To prepare 
this place for an easy surrender he had long employed all his talents, 
craft, and ingenuity; the principal agents in his secret trcachcric!" 
were, shame to sa)'! a Christiall bishop, and Captain Botzari , that 
distinguished Suliot whom we have before seen fighting brav('
lyon the side of liberty and honour I By the first of these instru
ments be sowed dissensions among the Prevesans and gained O\'cr 
with deceitful promises a large party to his interests, persuading them 
that their good and the destruction of the French were his only objects; 
by the second he procured a frec pllssage for his troops, all of whom 
might have been intercepted and cut to pieces in the dangerous defiles 
of the Cassopoean mountains. If indeed the Suliots had taken ad
vantage of this 0ppOJtunity, when Ali was engagf1l with Prc\'csa and 
the regular troops of :France, they might have crushed that viper froIR 
whose deadly fangs they have since suffered !jO grievously. 



CAPTURES PREVESA." 

The detention of ohe of his brigs sailing into the gulf of Art." unless 
the story, as some believe, was forged for the purpose, gave the pasha 
a nominal pretext for attacking his former allic!:I. Rapid in execution 
as he is quick in design, he put his army, consisting of about 5000 lIlen, 
instantly in motion, and gave the command to his son MoueMar. Tl\(~ 

unfortunate Prevesans, taken unprepared, had scarcely time to scnu 
their families and moveable property to the neighbouring islands; whilst 
manyactuaUy discrediting the report of the pasha's approach retained 
them unfortunately at home. General Salsettc howe"'er, who com
manded the French garrison, had better information, and summoned 
the principal citizens to take into consideration measures of detence: 
at this council it was determined, under the joint influence of ignorance 
and treachery, to throw up works and defend the Isthruus of Nicopolis, 
over which it was necessary for the Albanians to march in their ap. 
proach to Prevesa. A grcat portion of the people seconued the deter. 
miuation with ardour, and applied themselves to the fortification of this 
4 Plain of Victory :' unfortuDateJy the engineer officer who had the dj
rectioll of the works died within a few days of their commencement, 
Rnd scarcely time was left to throw up two weak redoubts, before the 
paiha's troops appeared, covering the range of hill. tbat rIses to tbe 
north of Nicopolis. 

Expedition is the very soul of Ali's warfare; having ordered his tent 
to bc fixed upon an el~linence, whence he could see all the operations, 
and where the tcnt of Augustus probably $tood before an action of 
much greater importance in the affairs of the world, he gave orders for 

. the attack of tbe Frencb and Prevesans in their position. The Alba
nian infantry set up the yell of war, and poured down from the heights 
upon their intimidated foes, whilst MOllchtar charged the French 
troops in one of tbe redoubts at the head of his cavalry: these 
latter capitulated after an honourable resistance, but the wretched 
Prevesans were soon routed and driven in precipitate flight towards 
the city: it was entered at tbe same moment hy the pursuers and 
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pursued. and given up to all the horrors that could proceed from a sa
~ge and, infuriated soldier.y, who continued the scenes of murder, rape, 
and pillage during this and the succeeding day". Whatever excuse 
Ali might endeavour to make for this gratification of vengeance, in the 
impmctic(\bility of restraining his soldiers and breaking those promises 
which he made to them before the expedition, his most zealous partisans 
would find it difficult to frame one for the inhuman act which it be
comes our duty now to relate. On the third day after the victory. his 
Episcopal ally undertook a mission to V onizza, which lies in a beautiful 
recess of the Ambracian Gulf, whose inhabitants he persuadeu to sub
mit to the pa,ha and to cut off the heads of four Frenchmen who lay 
sick in the hospital. With this bloody prescnt he was returning to his 
master, when he tounJ at the punta or point at the other side of the bay 
opposite Prevesa, a multitude of poor wretches who had escaped from 
the slaughter and were biding themselves. half-naked and famisbed. 
among the bushes that cover the spot. The unfortunate creatures 
crowded round him and entreated his good offices with the pasha. 
These he promised, gave them great consolation in the assurance of suc
cen, Bnd advised them to return with him to Prevesa. Accordingly 
theyaccoOlpnnied him, contmry to the warning voice of a benevolent 
Turk who happened to be present, and who Imew intimately the cha
racter of him they were about to trust . On their arrival at the city, 
they were, in spite of promises and assuran~s, thrown juto prison 
by the inexorable Ali. and next day transported with about two 
bundred more victims across the gulf of Arta to his dogana of Sala
gora. there to suffer death in cold blood by the bands of an execu
tioner1-; the only criminal act imputed to them being .their union with 

• H .. d Pre,eta been derended, u it ought to hne been, undu it. own "" .. lis • • uch .. check migbt 
h.,.. beeIlliV8D lO Ali II would have induced many plaoea to revolt against him, or It any ule have 
pva Ollie for tty llIeCour:" ttl IrriTe "'~ieh ~ .. ~U7!01l their "..y ~rom Bu.", M .... uft.d/;lr .. gil

·lant JCMlDI PteT"o clpwn named en_tachl, and ""blCh were only detained by .. contrary "'lAd. 
t b It bat ;ju6tIe to the bishop to ... y tllat·thi. tnu .. ~, wbich 1I.e litcwes:pectecl. lay ~o heavy GO 

_mind. that batook Idvantllgo of a mitsiOD upGn wbich he wu lOOn .cUlT SCUll by Ali 10 Corfu. to de
Mt bit J*rOa aDd hie Dative col.llltry: nor W/II the puha tver ible toiAdace him by allY offen or brib. 
toN&wD~ 
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the French in opposing his occupation of their city. 1 waIJ informed 
ofa singular instance ofself~command and presence of miuu conncct:,ed,. 
with this massacre that is deserving of record. 

One Gerasimo Sanguinazzt), a native of Ithaca, happening at this 
time to reside at Santa ~Iaura, and being informed that his brother 
and cousin, inhabitants of Prevesa, hHd heel) included in the Dum· 
her of these victims, collected a consideroble sum of !/Ioney upon 
his own' responsibility and in a swift-rowiag vessel ~et out instaqtly for 
Prevesa: there throwing him8elf at the feet of the pasha and offering 
him his wealth as a ransom, he procured a pardon fOf his relation$ 
from the tyrant who was assured in his own mind tbat they were beyond 
the reach of hUlDsn mercy. Nevertheless a bouy.Qurclee was signed 
for their release, and GeTasimo, whose boat was in rea.<iiDeH8, depq.rte4 
with aU possible speed. Arrived at Sala,,(ora, he found, as the pa.stw., 
had expected, that the work of death was nl'nrly cOluplete ~ and the 
ghastly heads of those who had been ~o dear to him lay wdtering 
with 300 others in a pool of blood: aoout ten of these unfi.)rtunatc 
Prevesans however were still alive, and waiting their doom; the 
wrists of the executioner being so much swollen by his clj.ertiolll) that 
it was witu difficulty he could perform hi' blopdy office. Wit,4 ad, 
mirable promptitude and presence of mind Gerasimo Slept fo.rward, 
presented hi, bouyourdee to the officer of the guard, and claiIu!;(j 
two of these persons, whom he pointed out, for w. brother and bia 
COUSiD: they were delivered to him OD the spot, aDd carried ba.ck i~ 
safety to Santa Maura. 

This island, very soon after tlle capture of Prevesa, WM iq \mrninent 
da~ger from the designs <>f Ali: bd b,e Ollce gained possessio)l it wuuJ<j 
have heen extremely ditlicult for any power to have (llCovered it frollJ 
his grasp. It was saved by onD of tho"" ,ingular aDd ,urp'·i.i"g i\\c\. 
deDts which are beyond all human calculation.· Whilst the fleet of 
the ·RUlSWII. who weN U di.¥>.\ory i. their mQveme~bI •• Ali )V~ ex
peditioua, made ... long delay ~\lt the ililwd. qf Gerig\> .lI,p\\ ~ ~ 
s 
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suddenly appeared upon the strand of Playa, which is opposite the 
city of Santa Maura, with aU his army, and summoned it to an imme
diate surrender; threatening to treat it like Prevesa in case it should 
prd\'oke his attack. Fear operating with dissensions among the citi
zens induced many of them to promote his wishes, and the French 
garrison had great difficu1ty in preventing a revolt. In the mean time 
Giovanni Vlassopulo, a Greek captain in the Russian service, having 
been dispatched by Admiral U czakoff in a swift sailing vessel to 
arrest the small French garrison upon the isle of Ithaca, accidentally 
heard the dangers to which Santa Maura was exposed. As soon 
therefore as he had- executed his commission, instead of returning to 
the fleet, he set sail in R contrary direction, and arrived just in time to 
intercept Alj l s fiotlHa, which had taken about fifty boats full of 
miserahle Prevesans, who were endeavouring to make their escape to 
Santa MauTa and the other islands. With prompt decision he ran 
alongside the commandant of the flotilla, threw himself on board 
dressed in his Russian uniform, and through the medium of an inter
preter, commanded the release of all tbe boats, and the restoration of 
their property, under threats of the Russian admiral's displeasure. The 
commandant, taken by surprise, complied instantly with these orders, 
and Vlassopulo accompanied the fugitives to a place of safety; after 
this he hastened to Santa Maura, and stopped the pasha's operations 
by a similar manoouvre, whilst he was engaged in the very act of 
stipulating with the inhabitants for an unconditional surrender. No 
failure ill his 8chemes ever annoyed Ali so much as this: he still con
tinues to think, or pretenqs to think, that he has an undoubted right 
to the possession of this island, and I know some persons to whom he 
has declared, that he keeps an agreement signed by its inhabitants for 
a surrender, next his heart, and that he will keep it there till his dying 
hour. 

The plaoe to which the pasha turned his view. for consolation in hi. 
disappointment was Parga, a name, at the very mentioll ofwbich every 
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Englishman must \lOW feel the blush of shame tingle on IllS cheek: but 
of this hereafter. He had written a letter to the primates of this 
place immediately after the storming of Prevesa, demftnding their sub
mission to his authority; receiving DO answer to this he dispatched a 
second epistle, to which the Pargbiotes returned a firm and spirited 
reply, rejecting his overtures, and despising his threats: they more· 
over entered into a league, offensive and defensive, with the Suliots, 
who had by this time seen their folly in trusting to so deceitful an 

" 

enemy, ever OIost dangerous when he seems most pacific. In the 
mean time the islands had all fallen before the combined forces of 
Russia and Turkey, and Ali, foiled in his attempts upon Parga, car
ried the ' smaller towns of Gomenitza and Butrinto, at which latter 
place the French garrison, as it retired, blew up thc fort. 

In March 1800, a treaty was concluded between Russia and 
Turkey, by which the independence of the Ionian republic was gua .. 
ranteed, under protection of the former power, upon payment of an 
<lnnual tribute of 75,000 piastres to the Ottoman Porte, whilst the 
continental dependencies were all anncxed to the dominions of the 
SUIt'IIl, except Parga, whose citizens, in spite ofleagucs' and treaties, 
continued to preserve their freedom, in the spirited determination to 
tilH only under the ruins of their citadel. The following are the terms 
which tended to lighten the yoke of servitude imposed upon the three 
other cilies. 

That the same pdvilcgcs relating to religious worship, and the ad .. 
ministration of justice, which prevail in Moldavia and Valachia, shall 
hc prt-served to them. That no Mahometan shaH be allowed to 
settle or acquire property in them, but it shall be lawful to establish 
in them a governor, who \llust absolutely be of the Mahometan reli .. 
glOn. That the inhabitants shall have free intercourse with the 
isJands, permission to rebuild their churches, construct new ones, and 
ring their bells without any interruption. That the Porte shall exact 
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o moderate>tribute from the rayuhs of these places. not exceeding that 
which 1I'aI paid to the Venetian republic, and in consideration of the 
calamities they have suffered, 110 tribute at all shall he demanded for 
tlIe ,two'first years after the signature of this convention. 

This destiny at first sight may not appear a very hard one, but in fact 
-it '.was soon fdt otherwise ; for it opened a door, as might have been 
foreseen, to all the enormities which ha,'c since ensued, in the solemn 
transfer of Christian ~tates to an infidel power that rc~pects · neither 
oaths nor ' treaties, when made with the professors of a different 
religious faith. The 'advantages tlms gained by Turkey were !:i trong
Iy sospected to have been pr~)cured hy bribery, and these suspi
-cions were not a Httle strengthened by the dismissa l of the nu~sian 
envoy froUl the c911ncils of dwemperor, who it is thought woulcJ. have 
"refused -to ratify the treaty-had lie not been alarnwd at the vast pIT'pa
-rations' making by England at this lime tor the expedition against 
.Gopenhagen, and perceivt'd that it was his in terc~t to caress the Porte. 
!fhe- old Count Capo d' lstl'ia, chief del)uty from the islands to the 
eourt of Coostantinople, was also heliev~ 'd to have had rar too great 
.a -mare in theM! disgraceful -transctctions, and was looked upon with 
such an evil eye on this aecount in his lIative place. that when the 
rebellion broke out in 180S at Corlu, ilis file would have been sacrificed 
to the popular indignation, and his house burnt to the ground, !Jut tor 
the intercession of the British residtmt, who sa H'd hoth. 

Ali 'Was' now obliged to withdraw his troops from these continental 
-depcAdencies; but lIe -conceived a · hatred on that account against 
the ' Russians, the flame of -wbich bas never been t'xtinguished in his 
'booom: this,.. •• oot a little -augmented by Admiral Uczakoff, who 
pmcured the restoration 'of tbe pash.lic Qf DelviDo to Mustafil its 
former ruler, ' from ,whom it had been lately tak"n by the Porte and 
given' to 'A_li. This antbitiou8-cbieftain, however, was now gratified 
'''y ,tbe''''biW thanks of hi. IOvereign for his ,eminent services, as 



ALI COM1lll!NCES A SECOND WAR WITH THE SULIOTS. 145 

.. ell ... by a present of the Kelich-Caftan, a fine ermine pelisse, and 
a sword richly decorated with brilliant.; and, to complete his e1e
vatioDt he was made Rumeiie~ Valisee, or viceroy of Rumdia, an 
office which confers upon its bearer the high title of Vizir. His re
sidence was now fixed at Mooastir, a large city about one day's 
journey west of the Lake of Ochrida. This unfortunate place he 
pillaged in the most scandaJous manner, not only levying heavy con~ 
tributions upon the inhabitants, but actually carrying away their 
very implements of household furniture, which he sent to his stores in 
Ioannina and Tepeleni. Amongst the plunder, as I was informed, 
were twelve beautiful busts of bronze, eleven of which have been 
barbarously melted down; but the twelfth 1!'8S fortunately rescued, 
and is now in England. Ali at that time was no connoisseur in the fine 
arts. 

At the place of his birth he built a fine seraglio, with an immense 
tower in the garden, wherein he deposited, and still continues to 
deposit, his wealth, keeping the keys constantly in his own possession. 
Those treasures, upon which he placed his great reliance for future 
success, were augmented by the most rigorous and cruel avanias upon 
every district over which hi8 authority as derven-pasha extended. 
Hi. extortions were so terrible that if he had held his viceregal office 
long, it is thought all this part of European Turkey would have risen 
in pJ"'Il rebellion. 

Upon his return to Ioannina he determined to recommence opera .. 
tions against the Suliots, several of whose chief families had proved 
accessible to hi. arts and bribery. Tzavella had been dead some 
years, but the glory of hi, race was nobly upheld by young Foto, 
who, under the guidance and example of hi. mother, the heroine 
Mosco, had grown up into tbe most perfect palikar that modem 
Greece could boast, distinguishing himself not more by his signal acts 
of ·courage, his success' "in audac1ou9 enter.prises, his strength of 
body improved by temperance and hardships, his Achillean swiftness 
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of foot, his expertn ... at the mark, and all tho.e other qualities 
which are .0 admirable in the eyes of a rude and warlike people, 
than by hi. tagacity, acuteness, generosity of disposition, and above 
all, by hi. honour and good faith, in which he may put to ,hame maoy 
heroes of more polisbed nations. 

Ali's resolution to subdue Suli was not a little strengthened by its 
intimate coonexion with Parga and Corfu, affording meaDS to the 
RU8sinns for sowing dissensions in his states, stirring up a spirit of 
hostility against his power, and dispening anns and ammunition 
amongst his enemies. His principal reliance was upon the effect of 
Will bribery and the exertions of the traitor Botzari and his fara, 
"hjch bad bet:n corrupted through his influence. This man had 
greatly distinguished himself in the fOnner war, and from his age and 
experience, was looked upon by his countrymen as head of the re
public. But as the terror of the Suliot name was great throughout 
AlblUli., , and the remembrance of former defeats not yet obliterated 
from the minds Qf hi. people, Ali thought it advisable to inter",t 
them, if poosible, by some stronger motives than \.bose of conquest or 
reveoge. To this end be convoked an ,..sembly of ago'" and beys, 
the dliefs of his ameli ill the ensuing war, at Joannlna. There, when 
they were mel together in the castron, be produced the Kmao and a 
venerable sheik, or miaisler of religion, who undertook to interpret 
several of its obscure passages as prophetical of the p......,t ~ate of 
Albania, and iaeicating their .ucoess ;0 the approaclJing OODlest: 
they were .. ned to enter upon it with that eothuaiaetic """I wliicb 
diBtin~i"'ed tbe Drst 0_0 eonquoeron, wllil,t the rewarda of 
victory and the gIorieo of mmtynlom ... ere pl.oed Defore their eyeo ia 
IDe most glowiDg colours . 

.. Come, tIoea, '.Y aga.,» aid A.Ii, riling ... p &om hi. teat, "as _n, • al't · t\'Qe 1IDII t.ith&t mu_ of tile PropIoet. ell wish In 
.'-" boIit life <and P""P""", Iflt U8 ·swear a""""" oath, ioroOk~ 
.. lDUle of IddlClCllet, Itbat DOtilDBg looot -deaib obaII di .... t ... ",-I 
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warring upon Suli until that haughty republic fall beneath our arOlI." 
The 81l1<'mbly. urged more by liear of the vizir tban by faith in IUs 
propiJecie .. bowed the bead io token of compliance, and took the oath 
which he required. 

Ali 110" loot DO time in colledliog blgether his troops tD the number 
of about 18.000 Olen: having taken care to .pread abroad ... riOUB .e
porte. 6rat that he io~ to lead them agaimt Corfu. ne. t against the 
French in Egypt. and lastly &gain.t Santa Mao .... be marched 00 a 
.ooden agMmt Sullo t.ook aod plundered several of its e.te.-nal dt>pen
dcnoies •• nd oocupied every f>'I8S leadiug to its mountain bold.. Too 
people were taken ;. a ~eat meaB<lre uoprep..-ed. baving boen de
oei¥ed by the arti"- of Bcouari. who bad for 'lOme time lWdioulily 
kept his feUow..eitize05 in igoorARce of Aji'. vie",~ cOlner-ti»g the 
revenues of the republic to tbe "'" of himself and bis frieods. aod 
neglecting to ptlTCha6e stores 8.ftd amanllilitx,r:r. with the money he rea 
«ived for that pur!""e from Russia: no .. ()D the ajJpearanoe of \he 
enemy at the foot of the mountain ·this traitor deserted with all the men 
of his fam to the Albanian camp. He was joyfully recci.ed by Ali. 
whom he 'buoyed up 'With lJepcs that Suli would ,uffender 00 the fir,t 
attack. <!q>ri'l>cd a. it w ... of a leeder. and uopr()vided with all the 
..... "n. of defenoe. The ",,, •• a """ever pmred itow ~ittJe Ihia ea.e 
tnritor and hi. emplo,.,..ltnew .. hat an .. nconqouJrable opint .of liIoerlf 
;. Rble to e/f""t. The re81:.<Jf the Suliets. tbougil de....n..d. did .8(It 

des""ir. They cooyo!<e ... ","uncil <>f their .captains; u.ey animMed 
.,acb .. ther"y tbe 4!e"';c ·deed< "f their aOOfl8tors ... .h""" v.oloor I, ... 'II> 
<Iften .],eon m.inclble; ..... tiley 4etemUoed. 4hat .. they hat! ~tberto 
""i!!le/l in , ..... do"'. !'hey would ""c1ure ~ eottremity -be......., ¢h", __ 

mnted too the ydke. 
The ,t'riooipal1eaders ,DaRWd .in .\hi. w"r were Foto Tzaoella, • Dimo .zer... DialJl1lllle Zen", Giovwllli Zerva. D.imo DlBCP, ClJ,ZlIQu¥:a, 

• DJmo i •• mlllUluti.,. from Detoetrio • . 
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Giorgio Caleapera, Chitzo Pandasi, Giannachi Sero, Anastasio Caseari, 
and some others, besides the amazon Mosco, and Samuel a caloyer or 
monk, a maD of wild enthusiastic character, who ran about animating 
the citizens with a Bible in one hand and a sword in the otber, cut
ting off' heads and explaining texts or prophecies, but whose courage 
and patriotism were more conspicuous than his prudence and discre
tion. The number of Suliots enrolled for the defence of their country 
Dever exceeded at any time three thousand men. 

The anny of the vizir mart'hed from the district of Luro along the 
Ionian shore, and some skirmishing took place in the rt'gioll of ancient 
Acherusia. The Suliots retreated before superior numbers, and the 
Albanians, setting up the yell of war, endeavoured in the pnr!ooUit to 
penetrate the great Acherontian chasm of Glyky. Here however they 
met with a most determined resastance; the Suliots o\'erwhelmed their 
advance with huge stonesfrom the overhanging precipices, und thousands 
of unerring musket balls issued from behind rocks which screened the 
marksmen from Ule view of their enemy. Whilst the contest on this side 
was boltest, a large body of 3000 Albanian troops under the ,c!ietar or 
aword-bearer of the vizir, endeavoured to pour down upon the rear of 
the Suliots from the mountain Bogoritza, where they had Jain in am
buscade. These were met by Foto TzaveJla with about 200 of his 
bravest palikars alld put to rout with great ,Iaugh"'r. The vizir then 
gave orders for a retreat, after having lost about·.500 of his men, whilst 
the whole loss of his enemies did not exceed (wenty·. In his disap
pointment he ordered Captain Botzari to be brought into his presence, 
reproached bim with bringing false intelligence and raising delusive 
hopes, aDd in the end commanded him to give a proof of tUncerity and de
votion to the cause by heading his party of trait01'1l against their valiant 

~ It ~ tea"",l,. ~"\e to COtIcei.". hen. tM.'o- 011 each side could be 10 dispropordonate. nor did. I 
W ... \I tDJ..u' Ulbll .. w the IOn. of action, ",here numbers mutt h ... created confueion ialtead. 
of hili. adnolll'l, &O~ ",here the party &U&cbd. had luch • &uJ*iorit,. &om ita power of eooc.l_. 
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countrymen. Botzari, whose life or death dt"pended upon the nod of 
Ali, dare oat refuse, although, 8S it ('asily may be SUppo':lcll, lie had 
but little heart for the aervice. Beiog well acyurlintcd with all the 
passes of his native hills he led his band over the gn~at ~ulll\n\t caned 
Raithovuni', with the illtent of falling upon Kiaffa and Kako-Suli by 
surprise, whilst the troops of the vizir advanced to create a djv('r~ion 
and draw off the attention of the enemy. The enterprise however 
entirely failed: the Suliots were apprized of his approach, and whilst 
the malo body of their toret's kf'pt Ali from penetrating the ravines, 
a small division met the traitors in their descent, put the greatest part of 
thl'm to the sword, aod drove the rest, with their infamous captain, 
fairly off their territorics. This wretch died, as it is said, of glie-f and 
dis:lppointOlt'nt about five months after his defeat, an object of scorn 
and clet(" lation to all parties, though some report that he hac;lened his 
own t' IHI hy poison. Many 3kirmishes ensued aner this ~ffair, in which 
the Suhots were ilH'ilriably successful, and the vizir 811tf~red such losses 
in his army that he almost d<'spaired of the event. . 

In tht· mcan time the ancient spirit of Corcyrean sedition hegan to 
maUltest itself in Corfu, the Russian and Ottoman interests were found 
to be totally at variance, and Ali did aU jn his power to promote and 
take advantage of this jealousy: he persuaded the Porte how necessary 
was tbe extension and consolidation of his own power in EVirus, to 
counteract the influenoe of the Russians in the blands, and prevent them 
from fomenting dissensions amongst the minor states. Hence he pro
cured a firman from his government ordering Hassan Bey of Margariti, 
ProDio Aga of Para mit hi a, and several other independent chiefs, to assist 
him in his conquests; whereas it was their interest, as it was the secret 
wish of their ht'arts, to have Jeagued together for his annihilation. 

Two of these agas, ProDio of Paramithia and M.hmout Daliani of 
Konispoli, were obliged to lead 1500 men in a grand attack which Ali 
DOW meditated_ The vizir himself encamped at Lippa near tbe BOurces 
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of the Acheron, sending about half hi. army to Ceotruni (the ancient 
district of Ceolrine) under his f.vourile general named Mustata Ziguri. 
AgaiD8t th... forces the gallant Foto T •• vella marched with a 
bedy of Sulint., few indet'd in number but .11 animated with pa
triotic ardour and bllrning for revenge upon their invaders. Hav~ 

iug advanced within 8 short distance from the vanguard of the 
Alba"ian. they laid an ambuscade, ",hid. lhey managed rery adroitly 
from Iheir perrect knowledge of tbe counlry, and then sent forIVard 
.. rew of their swiftest palikars to insult aAd provoke the enemy: this 
conduct had the effect d""ired; the Albanians, irritated by their taunts, 
ra" swiftly after them, fell into the ambuscade and JH:rished without 
having 5~t>n their ellemies. 'l'lre report of musketry relH.'mng the ears 
of Zi.6"H";, he hastened to the encounter, ano as he approached the ltm
buscade waving his sword aDd encouraging hi'S mcn,8; shot from the 
musket ot' Tzavella pierced his heart and he fell d.'ad upon the spot. 
An incident Of 1hls kind is very apt to strike with consternation the 
troops of a semi·barharous people: a sudden panic spread itself from 
rank to rank" when -a genera4 volley from the Suliots and a foarfu1 ghout 
1'IIised ft. a prclode to victory, put them all to flight and occasiom'd a 
Joss tJ\ kitJed anu prisoners that far exceeded in numbers the sum tobl 
"Of their BB1agonists. 

Twe .;"ir j.idignan( at this defeat upbraided his troops with pusilla
mnrilya1ld 'ordered a general atl.deOR the morrow, that they .might have 
<in ~ty of wiping away ~heir diogrdce. The Sulio1l! however 
'were 1IfIIlrir.eol 'fif hi.ilesi!!" by theit',""oret lTietrd !!\ramo of P4Jfamithia, 
eI!<I were 111M""" tby -IrinI,;1' they W'iohed t<> escape .... e.dawget, that dley 
.mtld ~)_r aN ,tbeil' fure .. 'Baei boldly meet ~he1ee already dispirilled 
by hia ·IMe oiioastA!ln. 'lIbe 'republic fOII"",ed this ;..mew. be.,f'!, 
.. lid IfIIaWti ., .... I!r ",I' 'Ihelt _y \I odeT the OOIIIDllllJd of "'" two 
!best .... lfIlIhIo, " .. MIa·IltH! Dimo I)raco. Il'loeoe 'ft~t and e .. joe
-«-I'<!&d.6ed 'Ihtlit idr_ lh?ough ·the ·d06lee of the CU'80P'8"" 
"'''''Dtains, 1Jt1d -came Tight upon th. line ofthe-enemy in his ndvance: 
at this 'ftI1IbMft 'a"tMnClld<!tr8 mower 'of bail potrred dawn, which WOl 
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driven by the wind into the faces of the Albanians. The Suliots 
taking advantage of the moment, descended with terrific shouts upon 
their assailants, who scarcely stood the shock, but throwing away their 
arms, fled with precipitation over the mountains, where great num
bers feU into the hands of their pursuers; the main body rested nut 
till it arrived, after immense loss, at the corps of resen·e under Ali at 
Lippa. 

The \'izir, now totally dispirited, and despairing to conquer Stili by 
assault, determined to alter his manner of warfare, ami proceed ac~ 
conling to the metl.od of blockade. 
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