
ALl TURNS THE SIEGE OF SUJ,.l INTO A. lU..QCKADE Jj' 

tude, of the Sewn Illandl-Ruinl Preve.a-Rece ives Artillery.me/l 
and Storufrom his French AUin-Colonel ValldoncouTt is sent to Ali 
-His Opinioo.of the Vizir-Fortijieo Prevesa-Joint In,urTfcti",. of 
Tzamouria, Dtlvino. and Berat againn Ali-Reduced by him- Admiral 
Duc1nrorth', Erp<diJion ogainn Cannantinople. 

AGREEABLY to the determination of Ali, alluded to in the pre
ceding cbapter. he divided his army into five columo., with which he 
occupied the entraoces of tbe principal defile. leading into the 
recesses of the Suliot mountaios, throwing up, in the course of one nigh&'" 
sixty-four small towers, which were sooo afterward. replaced by Ii 

,mailer number of redoubts or forts, capable of cootaining from iOO 
to 400 men. The leaders of the republic were of course necessitated 
to adopt .imilar measures of delence; they therefore divided their 
army into five separate battalions to oppose the enemy, and attached 
to each a troop of female warriors, who provided them with food, 
relieved them frequently from the duty of sentinels, and on occasions 
of attack supplied them with ammunition, or even mingled in the 
contest. As soon as the forts were constructed, a general assault W85 

made by the vi.ir's troops. wbo again sulfered a total defeat, aod were 
saved from destruction only by the protection of their new fortifica
tion.. Nothing but the oath taken by the beys, previous to tbe com
mencement of this war, could bave kept them firm in their allegiance. 
In the mean time a fresh firrnan was obtained from the Porte. and 
amongst other beys and pashas who were required to furnish con
tiogents, eveo Ibrahim Pasha of Berat was obliged to dispatch tOOO 
men to tbe assistance of his bitterest enemy aod rival : so completely 
was the Divan deluded by the craft and cunning of this extraordinary 
ID&D , 

To these solwers of &rat, who are very warlike in their nature, a Ie

para!e.tiI>n "' .. assigned at their OWn requ,,"t, to give them an oppor
tuWt.J of ~tjppiahiDg their ''fperior prowfU. This sllllion lay oppo-
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sile to one oftbe Oldvanced guards ofthe republic, which occupied a hill 
called Curill.. Of th" hill the Beratian, determined to disposoess the 
Sulims, and prepared themselves for a fierce attack: timely intelli
gence of these motions being sent to Foto Teavell .. , be hastened with a 
select corps to the relief of his friends, when, at):er three hours hard 
fighting. he succeeded in driving the assailants down the heights. In 
the eagern .... of pursuit this young Achilles far outstripped hi, com
panions, which being observed by one of the fugitives who was in 
danger of being overtaken and cut down, he slunk unperceived behind 
a rock, fired off his musket with deliberate aim, and Foto fen: the 
maD tben ran after hi~ companions, who, elated by this event, raHied, 
and turnen their faces again to the enemy, when a fierce conRict ensued 
over the body of the fallen chief, like that which the poet has described 
over the corpse of Patroclus : not a musket was now tired, but e'ach 
party fought desperately with their sharp Albanian sabres. Foto 
being only wounded, and not dead. earnestly entreated his compa
nions to sever hi. bead fwm hi. body, to prevent tbe possibility of his 
being carried a1i.e to the paaha: but his gollant oomrades replied, 
that tbey WO\I!0 carry him back in triumph to his friends: and in this, 
&fie< the most prodigious efforts, they finally succeeded. Immedi.t~ly 

on the fall of TzaveUa, 8 soldier ran otfto convey the welcome tidings 
of his death to the ""sha, who re_rded him with a hundred sequins 
upon the spol, aad promised him four hoodred more if his news should 
prove correcL 

Soon after thi. otturrence, and whilst Foto'. wound WIllI cured, an 
ingenioul _wgem ..... played off upon a large body of the new 
Ievieo, by a Suliot whose _ is DOt recorded. Hearing that they 
were OIl dleir _reb to joia doe main army, be """""rtec\ measures 
with his countrymen, and then throwing himself as if by accident into 
their .. ,.. " .. till IIioaaeIf to be -.Ie prUoner: ;..,.endy, ft. they 
edv"","" ... . tbI!ir rowe, a obarp firing wu Iot.ud OIl" mountain at a 
Iitde diotance, aIIIi the SaIiot Poiag q~ .. ·to the _ an-

:I 
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swered, that a party of the vizir's troops were engaged with those of 
the republic, and advised them strongly, if they wished to shew their 
zeal, and gain great honour and rewards from theil' cl)mmand~r, to run 
instantly to the assistance of their allies. The infatuated 'Albanians 
take bis advice, and ascend tbe hill; in the burry of this maDreuvre 
tbeir insidious adviser steals away; they soon lind themselves placed 
between two tires, lose half their men in killed and wounded, and 
almost all the rest in prisoners. 

This affair terminated for a short time all aetive contests between the 
parties. Ali, despairing to subdue such valiant and detennioed ene
mies in open warfare, turned the siege into a blockade, during the 
delay of which he hoped that famine and treachery migbt effect what 
he was unable to do by force of arms. The Suliots however, ac
quainted with various mountain passes unknown to him, found mean~ 
to procure food, and in the dark nights they sallied out in parties of 
fifty or sixty, falling upon the surrounding villages, from whence diey 
carried off corn and cattle, even pillaging the very camps of their 
enemies, who dared not leave their entrenchmento; in the d8l'kness for 
rear of ambuscade. Tbe vizir at length, tired of &0 protracted a 
contest, proposed a truce, and demanded twenty-four bostages a. a 
security against the violation of hi. territory. StrODg necessity urged 
tile Suliots to accept his terms,. and tbe hostages were delivered up. 
Then the deceitful Ali threw off the mask, imprisoned these unfortu
nates, and threatened them with death by torture, unless the republic 
should .urrender unoonditionally. To his perfidious proposals the 
foUowiug ansWer was returned . 

.. Btl¥t 'A"- UII.,ji n )tQ4/WrIptl'. 
f. M, M b l .. 11& l'phll& 6ir' ;yc",,-. ~l' /Cd~"" &>..>..0. trap« 1'0. M')'O'lU,C ,",I' ;'trO~,,-.jd,. "". ,,~;v.i 

ciu&.l,.,c n),. ,allC4)' I'll, 1JCx,,'poc"ap&.I' ,,.1U·l'[O)' 0-11' ~I£wp' 0.,.. 1l1l'lO lxo/,ul' lO:Qt...,.o. ~.,III' t'lje TllfP(lOf;, 

., ,.1,.." ,,_ ,,~ ~,.,...d),IIC &it tr'p'HOf'/pllY iv~Jll!l!'t,.· 4T. 1) ftl'plt. alii aurd( rue $ uO"IIl( atl' Til· 

~ Al.l-c ri l4tc d,.oll"lJI' .. ;y'.". In. ;X0l'''', b. n),. !!)iADl"" ~'1111" l.ua~ l.o-Ill i.~~ /Cani 

ft,.,a -t,Jrc .. III'UT6n. " 
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TRAN5'LATION. 

U Jlizir Ali P~ha, we greet you. 
U By such treacherous conduct you do nothing else but sully your 

own reputation and increase our determined resistance against you. 
Know this, that we have already lost seventeen victims sacrificed in 
their country'. cause; let these other twenty-four then he added to the 
number: their memory will live in the breasts of their fellow-citizens. 
But the republic will not on their account surrender itself. Hence
forward we neither desire, nor wHi wc entertain any friendship with 
you; since in an transactions, and on every occasion, you are a "jo-
lator of good faith." 

Thil infamous bel1aviour of Ali so exasperated the Suliots that they 
prohibited aU correspondence with him and threw his lctters unopened 
into the fire. The hostages in the mean time were sent to loan nina, 
where, as it was a custom with the SuJiots never to deliver up their 
arms, and nO onc was found daring enough to demand them, a stra
tagem was devised for this purpose. Being all sent to the island in 
the Jake, the hegumenos or prior of a. convent there invited them to 
attend divine service on occasion of a solemn ' festival: his proposal 
was unwarily accepted by the Suliots who, according to custom, de
posited tbeir weapons in the church-porch under the pledged faith of 
the hegumenOB: one man, however, named Fotomara, retained his 
arms, and in reply to the remonstrances of the monk observed, 
II Whilst my country is at war, caloyer, I lay not down my arms, 
nor do I commit impiety, in my opinion. by entering armed into the 
temple of God under such circumstances." 

At their egress ou't of church they found their arm!I conveyed away 
and a party of Albanian soldier. ready to ..,i,e and bind them: the 
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commander then approacbed Fotomara, and desired him to surrender 
his weapoos. The gallant youth made a motion as jf he would have 
shot the person who made this request, but in a moment the prohahle 
fate of his companions flashed across his mind: he restrained bJmsdf, 
and thus calmly replied: .. The worthIes. coward lays down his arms 
to preserve an ignoble life, the palikar in death alone: see then how a 
Suliot lays down his arms." At these words he turned the pistol to his 
own breast and fell shot through the heart. Hi. companions were all 
kept in close confinement, distributed amongst the different convents of 
Ibe island. . 

In the mean time Ibrahim Pasha, disgusted not more at tbe want ot 
success than of good fuitb which marked Ali's conduct, withdrew from 
the confederacy and secretly supplied the Suliots with slores and am
munition: but the conduct of Pronio Aga of Paramithia, who en
deavoured secretly to befriend the republic, being disc10sed to the 
vizir, be demanded and obtained the son of that chieftain as an 
hostage for his future behaviour. During a cessation of hostilities he 
dispatched his selictar ~ga, accompanied by Kitzio Botzari, a brother 
of the late traitor, to Suli, with proposals for the surrender of their 
mountain citadels for the sum of.2000 purses, with permission to 
settle in any part of his dominions free from all taxes and contribu
tions. The Suliots, being 80 of!en forewarned, easily penetrated into 
hi. intentions and returned the foHowing spirited reply: 

" n,Vp A),1t nua ., XQlptrlll"l" 

.. 'K ll"TP'C P'1' 1"'.0 anjp~ .,).tllM'ipa "ill lute) ,.It AI1'II'p4 cr., Kat .'11'0 rlie iYnlxi,c ,.me, on 
ffl"Xtl'Q' I'll. }Jiit ~w<rp'· 1i3-0· puTa,eIf .l:0fI''''''', mu\)" l>..t~tpla far: ac .. II'w).(.,..., "', ciyop4C'ltlU 
'X,rwl' fII ;""t r." ~,,"vpt., nh rit, _pel pi T~ d.~ nt. Sq"IITO" laIC 111'/1 "'PO" ~".n 

TRANSLATION. 

" Vizir Ali Pasha, we greet you . 
.. o..r conntry i. infinitely more deaz to us than your wealth, or 



158 ANSWER OF THE SULIOTS. 

the fme territory which you promise to bestow upon us. You labour 
therefore in vain. Liberty is not to be bought by all the treasures of 
the earth. We will fight till there exists not a Suliot to dettmd hi. 
country." 

• 

Alier the failure of these public proposals, Ali turned all his 
thoughts to excite individual treachery within this brave republic. 
Accordingly he dispatched a letter secretly to' the valiant Captain 
Dimo Zerva, promising him 800 purses, with all tire honours he could 
desire, if he would betray the republic. Zcrva immediately convened 
the chiefs, read the letter in their presence, and returned the following 
answer on the spot. 

• 
.. I thank you, vizir, for the kind regard you exprezs towards me, 

but I beseech you not to &end the purses, for 1 should not know how 
to count them; and if I did, believe me that one single pebble be
longing to my country, much less that country itsel~ would in my 
eyes appear too great a return for them. Equally vain are the 
honout. you olTer to bestow DP"" me. The honours of a ,Suliot lie in 
his arms. With the.e I hope to immortalize my name and, prezervc 
my country." 

7 

Ali, fertile in expedients, now tried the effect of hierarchicrl inter
position, and a long correspondence took place between the Arch
biihop of lcannina and the Bishop of Pararnitbia, io .. bore diocese Suli 
it .iIuaIc4. This waa aorried "" by means of an UUamous moniI; •. ca1led. 
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for hi. wicked character, Kako-J osepb (".";."'): butt he goud bisbop,> 
who deoervedly bore the appelldtion of Chry,anthes, steadily rebutted 
all attempts to corrupt hi. principle!: he was atterwards Obliged, 
through rear of hi' life, to escape and fly to Parga. Ali', troops DOW 

began to desert: he had loat, it it said, near 4000 iu the last nine 
months of tbe war, whilst Wily twenty-five Suliots had perished'. 
These latter. however became greatly distressed for "ant of provi
sions, being cloaely blockad~d by tbe besieging anny and deprived of 
all their external dependenoies: yet ne.er at any period did the'/lame 
of liberty burn more brightly in their bosom., nor did tI,ey ever male., 
greater sacrifices for the love of their country. Contriving to send off 
their useJess mouths to Parga and the Ionian i8JaMs, they distributed 
their provisions to the diife""Bt captains of tbe republic in P,?portion 
to their number of followers. 

About this time they received a quantity of arms and other stores 
from Bolldparl(', by the }'rench brig of war, the Arab, .... hich landed 
them at Porto l"anari, from whrnce they Wf're secretly conveyed to 
Suli. This circuuu.tulIcC howeveT proved rdther a misfortune than a 
benefit, sinct.· it produced a jealousy of their cause in the minds both 
of the Ru,wIDS and the ElIgl"h, who might otberwfte lIa"" ""sitlt:d 
them in their dt'sIH'l1lte ernt·l'gettcJ. 

Alter a year', sie~.· their condition bocame 80 lamentable that they 
were obliged to live upon acorns, hems, and. roots, and to grind anti 
mix up the bark of tree. with a _y scanty proportion of meal; yet 
under all these calamities tbeir enemies could gain no advantage oyer 
them when they came to engage in oooflict. In their es:treme distreea 

• J.taM ,,1'1\1 of theIe rf\atio.u fnMn the work or • Pa'@;b\.te, PlblilW i. vem. 4. D. 181a, 
1Ipon t~ 'I ...... of Suli. I bave alteNKl roany from mor .. nOClirate informatien : indeed the writer. 
GtM.th he gi ... 6e chief event. of the _r, "''i!'ID~ ,.ery IgllOtant of Ulotius and -po1irieal. 0MlIII j 
altd I.Pllot lie'" awpectiu( tlut ill G1U1y Olner 'l'*toc* b,...id" tile DIM ,.fenoed to UI. tbe te.t.t. he 
enw ..... dJ in t6 •• umber of SuliolB who 1811 in diff'enDt encounters ",ith the puha', troopt. I. 'Pile 
.. d ... ,.... of tiwatia or 1Uf*io*1. ~ 1M Al&o.noe «Ilkil!.ot_ C>tpa\.. 
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the followiDg is one of the mao"'uv...,. which they executed to obtain 
supplioo. , . 

F_ hundred of their bravest palika.., witb 170 female heroines, 
-.Jed by Mosco, sallied out by night, escaped uoder cover of the 
darkness through tbe defile of Glyky, and arrived in safety at Parga. 
There they ,vere joyfully received by tbe compassionate inhabitants, 
fed for the space of four days, and on the 6fth dismWed ,pth as moel; 
provision as they could carry for their famished countrymen. One 
hundred of this troop, with lighter burden .. marched as aD advanced 
guard, to protect the convoy; next came the women in the centre, and 
then the _t of the men, each carrying as much as he could possibly 
support. The Albanians, to the number of more than a thousand, 
endeavoured to interoept the .. return, but eitber through fear of the 
men, or from that respect towards tbe women which is carried in this 
coun.try to luch an exceos that the soIdiero sometimes fire from behind 
them without fear of a return, they refrained from attacking the 
party; illl arrival was most welcome to the Suliots, reduced as they 
were almost to .keletonl, through famine: yet even in this extremity 
their constant cry w&lliberty or death. 

10 the mean time the vizir was constantly at head quarters with the 
army, except when his presence was required in his capital; nor did 
he omit any of those allurements and seductive arts which he so well 
kn\>wI how to l'Pply, for bringwg over some of· the Suliot captains to 
bis interesto. Among th .... two only were found capable of listeniug 
to hi. promises and of preferring thI' favour and money of a tyrant to 
a ...... of honour and patriotic devlltion. These two, viz. Cunonica 
and Diamante Zerv... helll frequent interviews with the common 
enemy; and corried messages l'nd propooals from him to the collDcil of 
the repnblic: ~. _ all i~..Y repelled by tbe streD!l<>Us exer
lions of ;Fow ,'1 .... ~Alla an<! DiI!IO ;pp.co, or by tbe pat,;i!>tic exhorto. 
pons of So!'!lIV' tbe caloyer. to whom the SuliO\O ~d the highest ..... 
VcrtlDce. l'beoe brave captains lOOk a *"'" .QIlth, in which they 

1 
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invited many of the citizens to join, that they would war with the 
tyrant till victory or death ,hould release thorn-they dared aU dangers 
in defence of their country-they animated the brave-they encou
raged the timid-and by their experience, sagacIty, and courage. 
fully justified the implicit confidence reposed in them by their coun
trymen. 

In the mean time Diamante Zerva repented of his conduct, and 
broke off all C'onnexion with the enemy: he endeavoured to penuade 
the Suliots that his motives for engaging in it, were to gain money for 
the public service, and to procure the release of their hostages from 
Immnina. Notwithstanding this he was never able to regain the 
confitfence or good opi.nion of his fe1Jow-citizens. The worst horrors 
of famine now began to uppear again at Su}i: but the mjsery of 
the people made them ingenious, and many stratagems were exe~ 
cutcrl for procuring food even from their besiegcr~. Amongst these, 
the contrivance of one Gianni Strivinioti is particularly recorded. 
This man having received intelligence that the Turks had lately 
procured a large supply of cattle from the neighbouring pastures, 
dressed himself in his white capote and camise, and concealing 
himself till the shades of evening had descendod, walkod out on all 
fours from his lurking place, and mingling with the herds, enter
ed together with them into Ibe stalls whm they were shut up. 
In Ibe dead of night he arose silently, opened tbe doors, unloosed 
the oxen, and c1rove them towards a party of his friend!!, who were 
in waiting to receive them . The Albanians heard the noisc, but 
were so alarmed by suspicion of an ambuscade, that they lay stili, nnd 
prof erred the loss of their cattle to the danger of their lives. A tan. 
other time some troops of the vizir took an 8S5 belonging to the Suliota, 
which had strayed near their camp. At Ibe earnest request of the 
latter by a flag of truce, it was restored under promise of an equivQ_ 
lent, when one of their Mabometan prisoners of the bigh .. t rank was 
in conllequence released, with IUl intimation, Ibat if the exchange wet\' 
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not thought equal, the Suliots were ready to make more ample com
pensation. When the vizir, enraged at their obstinate defence7 offen·d, 
by ptoclall'lation, a reward of fifty piastres for every head of a Buliot, 
they in return, by a counter proclamation, made light of this reward, 
aad proposed ten charges of gunpo,,:dcr to every citizen who should 
bring in the skull of an enemy. 

About this time a bright speck appeared in the midst of that 
political gloom which hung over the crags of Suli. The ambi
tious and extenninating designs of Ali became apparent to many 
other states, and they hastened to rorm an alliance, offensi\'e and 
defensive, with this intrepid republic. Amongst these new allies w~r{" 
numbered Ibrahim Pasha of Berat, Mustafa uf Delvino, Proni(J Aga 
of Paramithia, Mahrnout an independent bey of Tzamollria, and 
DaliaDi Aga of Konispoii; and tbus the whole coa.t, from A,'lona 
to Suli, W8.I now engaged in arms against the tyrant. Against this 
torrent he opposed the invincible force of gold: by vast largesses, 
distributed among the independent beya" be soon excited a civil war 
iB the states of lbn.him, and drew him iato ms .own dominions: by 
opening a secret oommunication with its governor, he introduced a 
large body of troops into the fortress of Delvino, carried off" some 
Suliot hostages from thence, and obliged MusUlia to make a separate 
peace. The other alli .. howe""r continued true to their engagements. 
The Suliotl, in order that the zeal of tbeoe might not have time to cool, 
planned an immediate attack, iu concert, upon the Albanian out
poatl: in the execution of this they partially 8ncceeded, taking a 
OOBIIiderable number of pri80ners, ... bom Lhey di.......,ed and released, 
lelliag them to go bome, provide fresh weapons, and then return, for 
&bat the Suliots ~till wanted arms. Soon after this attack Ali .ent a 
large force ._ l?uamithia, whicb ... ovld probably ·have succeeded, 
had not ~ and Dimo.Draeopoured do .. o ".;tb t:l!eir troops ·like 
• mountaia..,.,.,nt opon the ·invading enemy, ",loom they totally de
iMed. and liberated their ally /Tom hi. <laOJ!llllWI oituation. Ali, in 

2 
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revenge, cut off the heads of all the Suliot hostages which he bad taken 
at Delvino, except two, the brother of Tzavella, and the son of Draco, 
boping, by tbis reservation, to bring the cbaracte,,; of these chieftains 
into suspicion amongst their countrymen. In this however he failed. 
They called together the people, lind. after a most animated harangue, 
in which they declared that they considered these dear relatives as 
victims sacrificed upon the altar of their country, they persuaded the 
Suliots to arm and follow them again.t the foe, where, by a terrible 
slaughter, they took ample revenge for the innocent blood which had 
been shed. Whilst Ali was preparing a blow of retaliation for tbis 
disgrace, he suddenly received orders frOID the Porte to lead his con
tingent to the army of the grand vi.ir, which lay before Adrianople, 
against the rebel P.swan Oglou. These orders he did Dot think 6t to 
disouey. · During his absence the SuliotB laid in stOTeti of provisions 
and arms, and by the advice of Samuel, greatly enhlrged the strong 
fort of Agia Paraskevi, upon the hill of Kunghi. 

Ali, at his return, began his usual arts of negotiation, endea.~ 

vouring to impo~e upon the SuLots with a false and treacherous pr().. 
posaJ of peace, under condition of their allowing him to build and 
garrison one tower in their distl'ict, and banishing from their territori~ 
the brave Foto 'rzavclla, u. the chief impediment in the way of tran
quillity. 

His ambassadofa on this occasion were Kitzo Botmrj and Cuzzo.. 
nica, who, by dint of threats and promises., hopes and fears, prevailed 
upon the republic to request the secession of their bravest captaiD 
from those mountaine of which his valour was the noblest ornament. 

~'oto, like an ancient Roman in tbe early times of tbe republic, ali
dr~sed the assembly 00 this oocasion in a speech full of dignity, as 
well as of compassion for hi. deluded countrymen; be exhorted them 
to beware of their inveterate enemy'. insidious design., but disdairaed 
to pleAd in behalf of himself. After the council bad broken up, DC 
proceeded to hi. dwelling, and taking a lorch in ilia band, be set We 
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to the roof, and waited till it was burnt to the ground; declaring, that 
no enemy of Suli should (' n OT cross the threshold of the TzaveHas : he 
then ' buried hi~ .!. word, Hnd taking an affectionate leave of his friends 
and family, bid adieu to the mountains which his valour had so lung 
defended, and left his countrymen much in the SRllle state as the silly 
sheep who were persuaded by the wolves to dismiss their guardians. 

The vizir now sct every engine to work that might bring Foto into 
his power, and the reader will be able to form some idea of the arti6ce 
and cunning of this man when he learns that success attended hi~ en
deavours. Tza\'clla however did not proceed to loannina b efore he 
had made the offer of returning to his country, upon condition that 
certain traitors, whom he named, wae banished: this being negatived, 
he wellt to the desired conlcrence upon the most solemn protestations 
of Ali's good faith: he 800n however found upon what a frail founda
tion he had buHt his ho~, for when he refused to enter into the 
tyrant's views of enslaving his country, he was throwu, in spite of faith 
and promises, ioto prison. 

May 12th, lSOS.-About this time the Suliot8, having received some 
supplies, made their last attempt against their besiegers. The most im
portant pOSt occupied by the Albanians was that of Villa, wht'rc 
they bad built a large square fortress with a strong tower at each 
angle, and a lofty central one in the area, which 5ened as the princi
pal magazine for the vizir's army. 'rhis fortress it was determined to 
attack, and 200 picked men set out upan the expedition in a vcry dark 
and windy night, Hllving made their approaches unperceived by the 
enemy, one of them, Danled Metococcales, took a spade and pick-axe, 
with which he worked patiently and perseveringly until he had exca
vated a large hole under the foundation of a corner tower. In this he 
deposited a barrel of gunpowder, lighted a slow fusee, and returned to 
his companion. ",ho had concealed themselvetl behind a ... ck . They 
tIIen set lip a tremendous shout which brought the garrison quickly 10 
.. luspected place of attack, where tbey had ICarcely arrived before 
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an explosion took place which buried tht'In ben{'uth the rllins of the 
alJgle. The Suliots tlJf'n rushed like a torrent through tIl<' nrl'uch and 
gained possl'ssion of the great central lOWl'r; thl.., they cmptit'tl of .. 11 
its stores, which they delivered to their womeu and Chlh.l.rcu, who ar. 
rh'eti in great. numbers, and the whole time till the dawn of day wa~ 
occupied in their remO\.'al. That part of the garrison which escaped the 
efft'cts of the explosion had retreated il~to the three remaining anguJar 
towers which they strongly harricadoed. I n the morning thf'y were 
summoned to surrellder, and required in token of ~tlhmissjon to ca:st 
down their arms at the toot of each tower. This the Albanians pre
tended to do, but when the 8ulio15 came to pick them up, they were 
firt 'd upon by a. reserve and great numbers killed. This want of faith 
so C'nragro them that they sent for a large reintj)fCem('nt of their coun
trynwn, upon whose arrival they applied a vast heap of pilch and 
other eomnu!;tibles to the entrances of till' towers and burned alive Of 

suiloeateel these perfidious enl'"lllies. 
This howe\'cr was the last action of any consequence that they per· 

formed and tbe evil star of Suli now began to predominate. The vizir 
in tile fury of his' indi,!(nation sent forth proclamations ca1ling upon 
en'ry Mahometan throughout hi~ dominions and among~t his allies, in 
the name of their grrat prophet, to avenge this slaughter upon the heads 
of the Su]iots. Having by these means collected a large army, he 
placed it under the command of his son Vely, who encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Glyky. Besides these, 500(} troops were stationed 
under two distinguished captains named Mezzo Bonno and Agho 
Mordari, at Villa; 4.j0(} at Zabruco under Hassan Zapari and Ibrahim 
Demi; .'3000 at Syritaiana under Bekif Giog<ldorus, and 4000 at 
Tzecurati under Usuff Aga surnamed' The Arab: 

E,'en against this overwhelming force the Suliots did not despair, 
but engaged bravely in copflict both day and night, and by the most 
daring stratagems and surprises reduced their enemies to such a pitch 
of despair tbat they began to consider tbem as invincible and to desert 
.'3 
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in considerable numbers. At la8t however Kitzio Botzari h'y large 
bribes and larger promises prevailed upon Cuzzonica and one Pylio 
Gusi to betra.v their native mountains. Just before this time the \'izir 
had liberated Foto Tzavt'Jla upon condition of sending his wife and 
dlildren to Ioannina as hostages and settJing himself wjth the rrst of' 
his fami)y ~ either at Parg-d Of one of the 10niao islaDd~. In the month 
of'September, 18003, this gallant chieftain came to Stili for thr last 
time: assembling the council of the republic in KiaWa. be gave them all 
the information possible respecting the state of atfairs, exhorted them 
to defend their liberties unto death, and advised them to send away aU 
useless hands under plea of his relationship and the security of his con~ 
duct. The Sul;ol .. ( I//OIVed his advice. and Foto Jed these ulllwppy e:o, iles 
to Parga, from whence they embarked for Corfu. In the mean time 
Cuzzonica and Gusi ha\'ing had several conferences with Vely Pashtt at 
Glyky, and engaged the whole fara of tbe Zervas to act as their base ac
complices, led it body of 200 Albanians through some secret pa!ises of 
tlle mountains and concealed them in the houses of the conspi,ot()rs. 
Next day Vely made .. general attack and the Suliot. wbile tile, were 
eagaged in the defiles were assau1ted iu the rear .. CJd dispersed; great 
numbers were kHied and the rest either retn~ated into Kako~Suli ur Shtlt 

themselves up with Samuel in the tower of Kunghi , whilst Kiaffa itsdf 
full into the handsoftheenemy. News ohhis unrortunateevent reaching 
the ears of }'oto Tzavella he was unable to restrain his ardour, ano al~ 
though hi. d ... rc'It pledges were in tbe power of tbe tyrant, he resolutely 
ahandoned them to their fllle, and departing for Suli pa.sed unper
ceived tbrough O",.,nemy's guards by night and tbrew himoelf into the 
furl af Kuughi with the caloyer. From that place be headed a des
perate sally against a large body of troops UDder the immediate COD

dort of Ali bimoelf, who came ~ attack K~ko-Suli 0_ the roountains 
of Dervit ..... and put tbem 80 completely to the rout, ·tbat the vizir 
"'tired to Ioanllina and kft the whole conduct of the .. ar to his 50D. 

flae {>GOr Suliot. were at last so worn down by ..... aDd famine, aod 80 
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strictly blockaded on every side by their inveterate enemies that they 
were reduced to the necessity of ilccepting tenns of capitulation, whicb 
were proposed und ratified on the 12th of Decemher 1803: yet even io 
this their distressed situation the teM'Or of the Suliot name was so great 
that the whole population was permitted quietly to emigrate and 
settle wherevt"r they might please. 

And now follow the most bloody and perfidious scenes in the ca
tastrophe of this tragic histOTS. Men, women, and chiJdren being 
gathered together, they were separated into two bodies, the largest of 
whit'h under the conduct of Tzavella and Dimo Draco bent their steps 
towards Parga, whilst the otber marched in the direction of Prevesa 
with the intention of embarking for Santa Moura. Both were attacked 
on their road by the troops of the perfidious tyrant. Tbe first men
tioned corps having formed a hollow squart~, and placed their wives, 
children, and cattle in the midst, gallantly fought their way through the 
enemy and effected their retreat. The other party were not equally 
fortunate. Bt·ing ovcrtaken by their pursuers at the mODastery of Za,.. 
longo, they entrenched themseive5 in its court and prepared tor a stout 
detence: so many troops however were brought against them that the 
gates of the monastery were soon forced and an indiscriminate slaughter 
commenced; those that could escape took the road to Arta, but a 
party of about' 100 women and children, being cut off from the rest, 
Bed towards a steep precipice at a little distance from the convent: 
there the in';ocent babes. were thrown over the rocks by their despair
ing motbers, whilst the women themselves, preferring death to the 
dishonour that awaited them, joined hand in hand, and raising their 
minds to the highest pitch of enthusiasm hy songs in bonour of their 
lost country, they whined round and round in a species of frantic 
dance like ancient Thyades, till they approached the very edge of 
the clift"; then with a loud about of defiance, and a. it were by a precon
certed ~igoal, one aud all threw tbemoelves headlong down. 
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After the evacuation of Suli, Samuel the caloyer with four privates 
remained in the great fortress of Aghia Parallkevl upon Kunghi, to de
liver up an inventory of its stores to the commissioners appointed by 
Vely 'pasha. Having received intelligence of the vizir's perfidy 'to
wards his countr:ymen, he determined to take the only revenge that 
now Jay in his power. Accordingly as soon as the Albanian· bey and 
his attcndantrt entel'ed, lie descended into the subterranean ,'aults with 
a Iigbted torcb, and plunging it into .the gunpowder of tbe magazine 
blew up the fortress and all it contained into the air; hy which terrihle 
act of relrihution he avoided the horrid fale propared for him by the 
vizir, who had sworn, if he took him, to flay him alive and stuff his skin 
as a curiosity. 

Those of the Suliot exiles who escaped from Zalongo pursued their way 
through storms of wind Rnd rain aided by the darkness of night, fathers 
leading their children in one hand and carrying their naked swords in 
the other, mothers tying their infants on their backs, and some even 
putting them to death lest their cries should attract tbe attention of their 
punuers. Next day however they were discovered by the Albanians, 
lun-ounded and made prisoners; ~b1.1t subsequently were rC'leascd and al
lowed by the vizir to settle at VurgRreli which is at the t<:lOt of 1\10uot 
Tzumel'ka, six hours distant from Arta. After their surrender a party 
of the Albnnians withdrew to a place called Rhiniasa', near the ruins 
of an ancient city, supposed to have been Elotria : here was a small 
oettletnent of Suliot., most of whom had Bed, except the family of one 
Giorgakl Botzi, whose wife and children inhabited a large pyrgo or 
tower, called the Gula ,. 6,~."", which was barricadoed against uttack. 
Tbe barbarous soldiers surrounded theiT habitation ond called upon 
these unbappy femoles to yield: tbe mistress, named Despo, -tben 
.. sembled her family together and· asked theul if they preferred 
d""th to ditbooour? Being llnanimously answered ·is the .ffirmative. 
,he ordered them to fire off alItbe ammunition .• Weh had heen left iu 



EMIORATlON OF THE SULIO'l'S. 169 

tho tower against the ruffians, except ODe barrel of gunpowder: to this 
she herself applied a match and blew up the tower with all its tenallbl 
into the air. 

But the scene is not yet to close O\'er the miserable remnant of Sl\li. 
Ali, whose revenge was still unsatiated, sent a considerable body or 
t()fCeS against the colony of VurgareJi with orders for its extirpation. 
The unfortunate colonists having received intimation of his design de
camped suddenly, and took up a l'Jtrong position at the monastery at 
St'ltzo, at the foot of a mountain called Fruzia, not far from the 
Achclous. In the latter end of January, 1804, they were attacked 
here by an army of Albanians, which for the horrid purpose of 
re"enge had been picked out of the relatives and friends of those 
who had fallen in the wars of Suli. After a siege ofaeveral months, in 
which these miserable exiles bravely resisted the attempts of their 
enemies, Ali s('nt strong reinforcements with a severe reprimand to his 
ofiiccrs, and orders for a ge~eral assault. Thus stimulated, the bar .. 
barians made another attempt which was attended with success: the 
Suliots were all put to the sword, except a few that escaped into Acar
nania, whilst the women in a fit of desperation ran towards theAchelous 
and cast both tbeir children and t!lemselves into its stream. 

The Suliot mountains being evacuated by their brave defenders, Ali 
repaired the towers and torts, aod laid the foundation of that opl'tlldid 
fortified serai which now adorns the highest top of Kiaffa, and is tbe 
strongest post in all his dominions. In tbe mean time the poor Suliot., 
dispersed abroad amongst the neigbbouring tribes, took refuge, some at 
Santa Maura and oth ..... with the Albanian beys; but thegreatest part 
retired to Parga and COrfu: here they subsisted upon charity, or 
enrolled themselveo in the service of tbeir protectors, whilst the light 
of their dark mountallls, _ering above tbe T.amouriot hills, and the 
tbougbts of those dajs'Wtieo they wandered about their native rocks 
free... thp Jl){)ontain .torliI, filled their bearts with melancbol y rceol
lect;~., .' A. souroe from wbleb t bey endeavoured" to draw consolation 

vat.. It. • 
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in their misfortunes was the composition of patriotic songs, which they 
sung upon the downfal of their country and the valour of her sons. 
The principal one of these, denominated ("A'T' i:Eox.~~) the Song of Su1i, 
and .tiI1 a great favourite in Albania, will be found subjoined in the 
margill below', whilst a translation of it i. offered to the English 
reader, in which the sentiments are all preserved, though in a few in
stances it was found impossible to adhere strictly to tbe simplicity of 
the original. 

SONO OF SULI. 

1. 

Shall Suli lubnit to the foe! 
8b~1 her bran Jl'likus bend the bee 1 
Shan the fire iD their bearts C8Ue to glow. 
Whil,t Foto il gallant and r.u1 

s . 

.. GUlli ..... od i. fNe-lfi them neer: 
He .... '"' .. aid&; to .. lord ; 
For hi, mulr.et ia Foto', viEir, 
ADd Foto's paeha i8 hie sword. 



BONO OF truLI. 

•• 
1'0 FraoSbi .. • the hero i. fJ*i. 
Dh! CUrie CD each tnUter'OUi ,I ... ! 
Cruel CII~O IUId Boturi Sed 
From the rub of 1M faithful and bra"-

4. 

To Puga', darlr. rock in tbe Ie. 

A bird has directed its fiigbt;-
.. Bird, bird, from what cn.& dOlt thou a.t 
Where eodII tby ud journey to-nlfbt 1" 

•• 
• On Suli', high c,,*« i. mytleet: 
To ,oader green i.le I nrpair,' 
.. So pelefl 011 thy downy Wlnr real, 

Sweet bird, ... its mesaage they bear. 

o. 
" Then ",bat ne",. from duk Suli, ."eet bird , .. 

• Wh.t new.' 1'hou art Cree, patibr. 
But It Suli DO mOfe sban be beud 
Thy.bout m the frenzy of war. 

1. 

• For Suli lies low and forlom; 
Anrico lod Kidt'a renowoed ; 
And Kunghl', high n.mpart.tar. torn 
Into fragm8lltl and ICattered a.roud. 

8. 

o For the pllint C.loy.r WllI there; 

And t.. laughed u he lighted tbe trail!.: 
Ob! IMlau.shed ere he soued up io .u 
To .. pe from tb8 conqueror" chain,' 

• i. .. to tom. for \be low iIluda are mclw!ed in J'raDcbia or tl»laDd. of 1M Fraakl. 

22 

111 
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The gCOefQu8 mind, which kl1o\fS how to respect valour and detest 
that b_ness which can betray it, may feel some relief at knowing th.t 
of aU those who sold themsches to Ali Pasha for the reduction of Suli 
n9t-Q,Jle escaped l't'trihn1 ion by the nlpacious fangs of him fo!" whom 
they had tJlU~ stained their souls with crime. The chief instrument and 
prime mover of thi~ treachery, who first induced Botzari to turn tr-clitor, 
was named Pa)a5.ca. A brief narrative of the principal c\'ents of this 
man's life may not prove uninteresting to the reader. lIe was first 
known as a robber at the head of a gang ·tbat infested the mountains 
of Zagori and Kolonia, where he pilhlgeu caravans and plundered tra
vel1ers to such it degree that A Ii was obligeJ to s('nd a large force 
against 'Jiw and oifcr a cOIJ~jdcrau)c reward to the perf-on who .,hould 
take him prisoner. After a desperate ('onflict be was at length seeure(l, 
brought to Ioannina, and condemned to the btake. On the mornin!:!, 
llowever which was to have se{'n his execution, a pcr~on found means 
to interest the fitther of our ho!)t, old Aoastasi Al'gyri, ill his b('haJt~ 

and induce him to request a pardon from the \'iZlf. Anastasi ac('ord
ingly went to the serai and urged his petition upon his kll£"e'" berore 
AH. "Leave hiQ1 to his fate, ~{}..l f'''' 1eave him to hi ... lilt(', fllr II(' If:, all 
incorrigible rascal,:' sairl the vizir. i\nnsta~i howcvcrrellcwcd hi ... ('nll{'H
ti{'s, Wllich he seconded by ~lipping a diamond ring of great value upon 
a finger of the hand which he held in supplication. "'VcH then," re
plied Ali, "jf it must be 60, I give you the man; take him anu do 
what you please with him; but I know you will rept'nt this jntl'r

ference." Upon this the old gentleman went to the prison, carried ufr 
the culprit to his OWl] house, kept him there for a month, and then dis
missed him with a sUlll 0,£ money and al.mndance of good counseL 
The first news he h ... rd !1I:lcrwards ofPalnsca, was, that he had organized 
a l~rge band r ,d~ •. in the w6otl, about Arta and Salagor •• 
,.bleh tl)~Y.,dered almost Impassable; and two moI1th, had scarcely 
elaP'led , before .eve .... l bales of rich Genoa vdvet, the property of 
A.o ... tasi Ilimself, were.ei~ by tLa bwlditti. The old gentleman made 

1 
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bitter complaint of this when he next visited his friend at the seraglio, 
buI gained no other kind of pity except a loud laugh and a ",unl re
specting the caution which he had received. U Wen, wen," said AnaMasi, 
" I will at least make one attempt for the recovety of my pmpcrly." 
Upon this he went home and disp'atched a messenger to Palasra with 
a Jetter, to which he received an immediate answer from the robber 
informing him that his goods were all restored at the dogana of Sala~ 
gora, and that if the bales had been fun of sequins not one should have 
hct"n taken: he made an apology for neglecting his advice and follow~ 
ing such a life, hut pleaded the impossibility of inaction, or pursuing 
any other course but that to which he had been so long habituated. The 
outrages of this gang at length became so daring that Ali was obliged 
to send a little army against them, when Palasca was so hotly pursued 
that he deser ted his company and fled for refuge to the rocks of 
Suli. Thnc he lived for some time in good repute, married a daughter 
of the Captain Botzari, and Jed many parties of Suiiots with great 
~ucc('~s ~tgainst the forces of the vizir. At last it struck Ali, who 
J.. new the character of the man, that be might be com'crtcd into a fit 
ju~trUlncllt for the promotion of his designs. He therefore entered into 
communication with him by means of his selictar-ag.l, with whom Pa
la~ca was before acquainted, gained him over to hetmy those who had 
... 0 hospitably received him, and through his influence persuaded Bot~ 
%ari also to act as a traitor to his couotry. Pal(!sca was now .not on]y 
pardoned but received into high honour by the vizir; was made a cap-
tain in his army, and accompanied him in his expedition agaiDst 
Pa!oJwan Oglou: there l~e so distinguished himself that he was soon 
promoted to a stiB higher co"rnmand, and taken completely into COD" 

fidencc. Upon their return to Ioannina he was made a member of 
the divan nnd intrusted '''' ith many important commissions: amongst 
others w"!' that of collecting the tribute in olle of the districts of the 
pa.I",lie . • llere however the temptation became too strong, his old habit, 
returned in full vigour, he ran otT with the money, and again took 
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refuge in Sill\., At the capture of thit place he was ODe of that party 
who wc;re ~taclred by the Albanians at the monastery of Seltzo, but 
with ,.ut lifty otben made hi. eocape and fled illto the fore,ts of 
Ac:arnania: there he took up .gain his old trade of robber with a 
IMge brigade, but was ot la.t routed by Ali', troops, discovered b.Y a 
thepherd amidst the f('oos of a marsh, and carried off to Ioannilla. 
There he found no Anastasi again to plead for him; but having had 
hi. skin Hayed from hi. face, and hi. hand. and leet chopped off, he was 
left to die by the side of the public r0a8., a miserable spectacle to all 
beholde,s. 

The SnHot~ had not long hC'cn banished f!'Om their country before 
th('y were cngag<'cI by Hassan Zapari and the ht"ys of TZdlllouria to 
attempt its recovery. Ali, after the reduction of Suli, refused to 
withdraw his troops from the Tzamouriot tiistrict, before all its sca
port& should be delivered into his power. In fact, for political pur
poses, he entered into an agreement to rent the dut;eb of these ports , 
from the Capudan Pasha ; but the beys refused to pay the revenue into 
hi! hands, or allow his garrisons to conect it, though tht"y cxpres'ied a 
perfect readiness to receive and pay any otht" r officer whom the Porte 
should appoint. They DOW UTOug~t into the field about 7000 men, and 
retook the important fortress of Lefthcrochori, f'hich Ali had occupied 
by a coup de main: but still fearing tbe event i>f the contest, they ap
plied to the Russians in Corfu for assistanc{', and allul't~d the Suliots to 
join their cause, with the hope of reco\'ering their native mountains. 
From Count Moeenigll at Corfu, they ~ereived an auxiliary force of 
Albanian warriors, and the Suliots landed to the Dumber of about 
1500, at the montb of the AcbefOn or porto Fanari. The issue of this 
contest howefer turned' out moot dita.trou. to the iudependent cause. , 
Ali took ~ 'ftirty towns runt: villages, with much p\IIoder aDd many 
pri.oneto, and would lit this time have conquel'ed all Toamouria, but 
that he thought it his best poncy to act with forboorance and yield to 
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the desire of his advenaries for peace, which was mediated by the 
Turkish admiral Seramet Bey; thus he deceived the Porte by ,bl'wing 
a defe~ce to its authority and .pleading h.5 own wish to preserve ol'tler 
and traoquiUity as tbe ",Ie inducement for taking up anus, 

The Sulioto in the mean time were very ungenerou.ly treated by 
their alltes, ba-.iog been left in total want of clothes, a.mmunition, 
provisioD~ and every kind of assistance ; nor was any attempt ever 
mad~ to rein.tate them in tbe land of their anccstors, though tbis had 
heen held out as the chief ,inducement for their service.. Thus de
serted they fought tbeir way back 10 Parga, repelling their enemies 
wherever they met them, and from thenee retrealed again 10 Corfu; 
there tOOy acceptetl aa offer of tbe Russian authorities to form a regi .. 
ment in the Albanian battalion·, just 8 S they were deJibeJTat:ing upon &I 

plan of emigration, fOT the purpose of founding a repubfic in some othet 
district of Ureece. 

The part takcD in u\ese affairs by the Russians sened but to aug. 
ment Ali', hatred .n.t them; and his jealousy wa. this year (1805) 
still further alarmed hy an event in the north of Albania, where the 
republic of Monte Negro, whicD is able 10 bring 20,000 muskets into 
the field, vcoluawily look the oath of allegiance te> the Russian goyer.,.. 
ment. The Russians on their part were equally jealous of Ali P .. "", 
increasing power, from whence they foresaw the most serlnus ofj.. 
stades "gdinst their OW1I design. upon European T arkey : bence th<JY 

• This battaOon wu coltlma'lfd'ed by a RUMia.n ofti!:er named BekelldOlft'; and WBI increat("d and 
recruited by exil,* frOM an pmU of the. continent wbo ted eitber frortl the tyranny 0, the j u.tillo of Ati 
Puha. Each regiment consisted of nine companies. eacll comptln)' being commanded by II cuptain. 
two linlenanw InHIlone enBign: tlw poy tlf a uptain ••• oaIJ IIllif pi ...... per -'amb, of a h""~nlfl1" 
forly, ohn ellsign twenly.fi , e, and a private nIneteen. In the 'tvar which 10011 enlUtxI belweeu Rupi .. 
and France thiS corp- .. aaemployed In 1M! Nllipoliteo eJ:f!4ltion.1I.Rd' a'ier the ~ace of Til,it it p.-d 
iDlo dw IefYiCtl of llw French uwr Ille ONlinod Gf Gel. Minot. Fot. TuveUI alld Mosco h.., 1IiOIber 
both held commiaioD' , the former tll.t of. uptain. the tatt~r of I major in lil;' bllttalion, but Nt
sisoatJ. ~. like mllJlY oillen fN.m dilSu. a' i ll u_fm4Jl\t_ a ..... l u fmll'! thai ial .. rqliow ia lu A\..o 
h..niaa for hI. native .oil, which, II in tIM CaN of lhe Swiu, never fonaa .. him. 1-'010 with forty mn 
fU"Id o' .... ,..loaui" •• tbre1ll' him«lf at &e feet of the paW. made !:be ~'Jlnr: or .doratioll, and 
Will r.oeived mto lU, service. MOICO whG accompanied him married a eecond k.u,ba,nd. and"H Ji,inc 
in ~t c:a;Nal' .. die time of oer relidence tlMn. 
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,ought by every method to counteract hi~ designs and controul· hi!) 
movements; but not succeeding in allY of their enterprises for want of' 
spirit, Hctivity, and proper intelligence, they alway~ involved t;he poor 
Greeks in the mO':it s(,l'iou'> calamities, anu promoted the very.flao& 
which it was their jntclltioll to oppose. They did how('ver MlccC'ed in 
counteracting his machination:, at Constantinople, where he began to 
put all Iii" art ... jn practice to gain permission for re-occupying the eK

Venetian towns, or at,.lua&t to get the appointment of the cOllunil)siGJlcr 
vc~ted in himself, which would hal'(' led to the same result. 

About this time ~llso the rnpid progress of the } .... rench arms in Dal
matia excited Ilis apprehension'), and in thi!o. tlilemma he turned hi !o. 
vieu's townnh. t lit' }~lIgJjsh g(WernmClll, "itl! which he hli.d ('ontiJillcd to 
carryon an aeti,'c correspondence through Lord Collingwood, the suc
cessor of Lord Nelson in cOlUmandof t he Mediterranean .fieet. Hence 
It was that Major L C'ake, who had this year been scnt upon a com
mission to Ioannina, "as detained to take a military !:ourvey of th(' 
counlr.y and point out the best means of ddi:mce against an invading 
enemy. In these measures A Ii was empIoye.d, building fortresses, re
forming his police, clearing the country or banditti, and above all en
deavouring to sow dis!o.cnsions ill the neighbouring J;tatcs, of which he 
might. take advantage, whcH thevictory ofAlIl:ltcrJitz, wbich wa~ followed 
by the union of ll1yricum and Dalmatia with the }~rencb empire, made 
him think it prudent to recover the fi1.v.our of the Emperor. Bonaparte 
having: at this tiU1C serious designs upon European l'urkt'y , did lldt 

tWllk proper to repel h_s ad,'ances, but even lent him some \'cry valu
ablel'rescnts througb General Ma .. cna. Ali himself declares that he 
alferl,ld to make him independeot king of Epiru.; but he has no do
cument to prove the truth of this assertion. 

As Russia still .continued in hostililY witb .France and at the sam(' 
time manitated deoigos of aggrandizing hellllli(;, ~ the ex pence of , . 
,Turkey, Ali thought the opportunity was now arriV0;4 fpr attacking that 
... ...". in the loni.n island." and of eslabliabing an authority t¥re 
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",hieh he had JOI>g;8fdently.cieoired. lie sent a ~eque&tto Bonaparte 
dIat a F..,llch oeoidentoUligllt be eotabliabed iu his capital. ,'tK\ Mr. P"..,. 
~iIIe .... /Ie~ {or taat ~IIIportaDt omee .. .HI> tl .. title of consul. 
-8"0.ral, <wbilot iIais bMher was .. ppoiould .ict><JODsul .u",\cr bim at 
P..,VQ8ll. 

11,e iFreoc\I ,Qt_.,.. at ~he Porte at Mois time goverood!\he ooundl. 
of Mle ~8n.lIlOt anly oi>y ,the liDllooace of .Iii. emperor'. oucce .. Jbut -by 
.the hribt:s which be diBtabulled alJlOll~t ils 'memhers. Throu"" ,hi. in
terest Ali procured <the :pasbttlic.of Lepamo for hi. son Moochtar And 
that of the l\l.,rea for Vely: in retu .... 1", ...... tod Seba~tia"i in 1"'0-
moting the rupture .... hiob $ucceeded -bet_II' ... key.nd R .... ia, at ,the 
very commeooement ol'.which 'he obtained ~be 'pe,mi .. ioo he 8Q ea8"rly 
coveted of re..oocupy.ing the cootineDtaI dependeucies 0/' ,the ,Ionian 
islands. Upon taking ,possession 0/' Prevesa he red.coo tlt .. t unfortu_ 
nate place by systematic oppression ,to the Mate of ~iecl mist>t'y ill 
which it is now seen. :Having, in ,defiance of tht"trcaty of 'l~OO, de
prived most of tbe original pr.opr.ietors of their lands and 'houSt's, 
which ,ae distrMi>uted amongst his Mahometau 'foHowrl"S, he demo\isht.'ti 
two-thirds.(Jj' tht: -ciby, t)ver~hrew the churches, laitl die iuundatlon of 
a opI ... did seraglio f.". hls 011'0 residence, BIld built .. spacious ""'>que 
AU this was dooe .not only to ",_ent any European elate '/i-om 'If/king 
IIiIl iutenest io 'Is r"li""tioo, .but <to ,fU"Dish a plausible pr",lelOt to 'ihe 
Ottom.... Ronte for rofuaing -ever afler to "".tore a TllrlcQh city ..,-the 
p'l'4riectdon of no ,iotidel power. Vonizza also and Butrinlo were in 
like manD~ mined. tIIollgb these place, in ,the height or their I'm"pority 
were ,ioWgDifiOllllt if {lOlllpMCd wi.h Pre,e... Parga luci<i1y ........ pcd 
thia .torlll by reoeiWog .. ~""';an garrison froID Co"'" iDto iIs tortreos. 

Mi 1ItW""the\eos anticipaling the ,oompl<otion .or hi. views upon the 
Seven JoIand., .trenu .... sI!Y 1lrgec\ ~. ~ouqlleviUe to furnish him with 
aJtilleI\Y .... d ,et>ginee!lI. e~ng to puob 'file·war in this q"a1'l<'r so 

·';~y .. inatthe R .......... ,lbat~~ltould be u ... able to annoy 
tile lioeoo<lh....,y of Dam..tia, or ~end .. ny reinfol'CeDleots to Cattaro. 
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the siege ofwbi.ch was now meditated by the }'rench who were in great 
force at Ragusa. At the commencement of 1807 his wishL-'S were gra~ 
tified ; he received both artillery-men and stores, com·eyed in a g Ull

boat and a con-ette from the kingdom of Naples, whih.t Colonel Vau
doncourt, a skilful enginccr, who had been dispatched upon a mis
aion by Marmont to the beys and pashas of Erzegovina. Albania 
and Epirus, remained in his tlominions to superintend operation ... 
This officer in a dispatch to Marshal Marmont, which 1 ha,,'c seell, 

affirms that he had no difficulty in developing the motivt·!\ ami esti
mating the probahle services of all the other chicftaill~ whom hp 
visited, hut he describes Ali Pasha as a man arrived at the head 
of all indcp('ndcnt stHtc hv II C'omplic::\trd series of the most ('not ~ 

mous crimes, during which he had by forty years practice aCfJuired 
a dissimulation perfectly impenetrable : falsity had become hi ., ha
bitual character and his hardened soul lIever betrayed by the Icast ex
ternal agitation the passion lurking within: accustomed to sacrifice.: 
withQut mercy all the agents ill those transactions which he was not 
willing to avo.wt a bloody and impervious veil covered all hi:, Ina
nreuvres. In the commencement of his residence at Ioannina tlll<" 
officer proceeds to Imy that ht~ was dec~i\'c(j by llu' vill.ir '" apparent 
symptoms of good faith , by the frankn ess of his protestations and the 
calm physiognomy of his open countenance; b~t he soon began to en
tertain suspicions of his character Hna designs by the solicituJc sllewn 
t.o mislead him wit.h regard to his military resources, by the discrepancy 
observable between his discourse and actions, hy the ('onstant je-.-ars 
expressed Jest the }"rcnch Emperor should demand the restoration of 
the ex-Venetian towns, by the merit he madeoftbe fortress which he was 
constructing at Prcvesa, and the fluctuation of his projects regarding 
Parga and Santa Maura: all which things proved that Ali had views 
and in teres" perrectly distinct from his alii"", and he SOOIl found that 
thcse centred in,his own occupation of the septinsular republic at the 
conclusion of the war. Every su.btile art was put in praelicc to disM 

1 
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eovcr whethcr ,\fons. VaudOllcourt possessed allY secret model' respect .. 
ing such an arrangement; in the mean time Ali was constantly making 
a dis pIny of his services, agitating his presumed rights ovcr the i:,l.J.lHls 
which lie aflects to say constitute an integral part of the Epirotic ter
ritory, expressing hi~ expectations ofa reeompence, Of endeavouring at 

any ratc to elicit a promise of reimbursemcnt in case the cession of any 
place should be required. The <:olonel did not think proper to destroy 
these hopes Jest he should uetach him at once from the l;'rcnch in
tel'ests. and though he longed to send a statement of his surmises to 
Marshal Marmont, he was restrained by knowing that his dispatches 
would be opened, and he was not in possession of a cipher. A single 
intercepted {lispatch might have caused Ali to take measures i~jurious 
to the wcllarc of the Dalmatian army, whilst llis ulterior views couJd 
do no harm, and the very belief felt throughout Europe that he was 
attached to the .frellch Cause might iJI reality prove beneficial to it. 

In the mean time Ali contiuued his exertions with extnwrdinary 
activity : lie endeavoured to intrigue with the Tzamouriots and llarami
thians, Jor the purpose of currying l)arga by a coup de maiu, but in 
this he failed. Under the direction of Colonel Vaudoncourt he threw 
up works rOllnd Ioannina, strengthened his serai of Lilarilza, and 
(~on!'l meted those forts and Jines at Prevesa which have been already 
described, and which are formidable when compared with Turkish 
fortitications in general: but his unconquerable avarice, and his inse
('urity with regard to indemnification, upon the restoration" of the 
place being demanded, caused him to thwart his engineer in every 
plan: however as the object of this latter was ollly to keep the 
Russians in check, he submitted quietly to all the vizir's caprices, and 
left him a work which is but partially constructed according to tbe 
ru1es of art. Having thus securcd Prcvesa, he pros<;cuted the siege of 
Santa Maura witb all possible activity, hoping to gain possession of 
that island before any general cession ~hould be made, as no one 
know. better \he valuc of previous occupation. Hi. army encampc<j 
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on eh<t heidi of l'I:aya, where lhe cJ.-I of Ihe Dio.-yCM i. narraw
<!St; il~' Gf 8000 Albani."" ""der WmRl8!1d of bi! ok! general 
U ... , Arap" IltId to til .. ,",,,,,,, opposed on the side of the Ruoeian. 
abotut IOIio troops of the line, wi!" a· multitude <Jf the Suliot., Ali's 
HwatdJMe enemieS', augmented by numerous deserters wbo fled from his 
~Iice ot hi. tyrarmy. 

)1 is doubtful wbether he would not have attained Ihis ,"*ct of hi. 
Dkjst .... deM wislHs, had it not b""n for a welt-timed diversion promoted 
"" tin! Russians, which menaced the internal tranqoillity of hi •• tale •. 
This .tose from .. general insurrection of the '1'zarnOUTiM..~ and Parl:lmi
thiens, in league witb the pa5h~ of Delvino and Berat, and if this 
latter had ~n a man of more rlf'rided character, Ali, in&lcacl of 
~ining Santa Maura, might have been driven out of Epirus. Dul he 
eoon ft>und meanA to divert Ibrahim li'om the alliance, sowed di.sen
sioo. amongst the othen, or .bec)<ed them, hy his arms . 

.!!bowI this time oor celebrated naval expcd,fjon s.iled "gainst Con-
8Ufl1tinopJe, the moti\1es aDd CQJ1duct of which have been so mistaken 
ad wis."presen\ed by f>oIitiei .. .,. on this .ide the wat .. , tbat I think it 
rigM te .!lte' what "piniono were entettained respecting it by those 
Marer to the 8cene of action. 

ltu8sia t in sll hef enterprises and polifical schemes, e'er keeps her 
eJe fixed upon the possessiuJ)s of 1'01 ke,V: she is alao aware that she 
~ter· t.D gain ber poillt unlc .. England be willin/( to assist or unable 
IC1 oppose h.,. In tbe , ... t 18Q6 that gre&t northern p"wer .aw a 
fIIt(JUn.ble opening in aff";"& of which she endeavoured eagerly to 
Me .M"nta~ KfIOwing \bat England ..... alatmed at the prepon
dellalmg iiWIb~'- <Jf Bonapa~ Bhe eDleted into an all"D~ .. itb 
litt 9t\lra1&;fe lind llefl!lltrive, «!HI tllen .uccee~ in fo",ing 'rnrkey 
Mil> • collldK 111 .maMa wbiCb .hI! never ,",oold h •• " made had .he 
110\ lIM ItIl1I "" th" _lataattl of her lie .. lin,. iU the .cry com
__ t 01 'bit ... ar 8 fJOlterful BURian ....... y COOk mililary po ... 
_I. fit tile impettaal pm"- of MoJdMola Md Walloochia, ead 
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the very existence of the Turkish empire in Europe was threatened· 
It was not long before England saw the ultimate aim of Russia, but 
she could not refuse her co-operation without a risk of throwing Alex~ 
ander into the arms of Bonaparte; accordingly Admiral Duckworth 
received orders to advance with his fieet against the Dardanelles. 
That.officer sent a frigate to Corfu, with an intimation to AdmiT'.1 
Siniavin that he expected his contingent, which was supposed to con· 
sist of about six ships of the line: instead of this however the Russian 
admintl immediately bent the sails of nearly thirty; which when our 
re.ident in that island observed, he instantly dispatched a confidential 
messenger overland, in the di.guise of a Turkish dervisl., to inform the 
British admiral of the fuel, who, upon tbis intelligenc~, made all p0s

sible expedition, whilst his Ru.sian ally delayed bis course at the isles 
of Hydra, Spezie, and Poros, to procure additional vessels and to man 
his own . Admirnl Siniavin was quite astounded when he met our Beet 
at the mouth of the Dardanelles, on its return from Constantinople, 
against which it had not fired a shot: by this circumstance, whether it 
may be styled a lucky incident or a masterly manreuvre, the Turkish 
capital was saved from that destruction to which it had been devoted 
by the cabinet of St. Petersburgh. Had the Russian fieet once been 
permitted to anchor before Constantinople, an immense force was pre~ 
pared in the Black Sea to co-operate from that quarter, and the 
armies on the MoJdavian and Wallachian frontiers were ready to pour 
down upon their prey. At no time before was the Crescent ever 
in ouch danger, and it may be long ere Russia .hall again be able to 
elrive her adversary SO fur into the toils. The treaty of TiI.it took 
place .oon after these events. 



CllAPTER VIII. 

Ali deserted v.'I !tis French Allies-Sends an Envoy to tlte Conjt'rencc at 
Til.~it-Seven Islands cOllcedcd to the 1'-l'wch-Ali endenvout's 10 gain 
Pmga, hut fail~-His impolitic Revellge-Admits an ElIglish Agcnt 
to a COllfc1·t'nct;-Assi.~,s the EI1f,5lislt in making Peace with Tm'/":.'/, all(/ 
public~'1 e.'~p/JIW·." I/'(' British Illfl'1'ests- E:rpu/sion of lite PI'('ltc/t j1'om 

jive f{t the seven I.~lands-Ali takes lJerot-ElIdcotluw'S /11 gain po,~

session of Santa },!laura and Parga, but fails-]!lukes a Gflin both (tF 
the English atld the Prench-Conquers the T::umollriot BC,1JS- Subducs 
Kimort'a- 1Hilisio1l t!.f Mr. G. Forc,\ti as English Em'u.'f fa lo(omilltl
Ali escapes the Danger '!f a powc1ful 11Jt1a,~iou h.Y thf PI'('J/c/t 'J'roops 
f"om Dalmatia and Corfu-Av~olla taken and lbrahim Pmdlfl 1/l(l(le 
Prisonet'-Ali altac:ks Ga1'diki, conqul'T's it, mul 1J1{)SSllcr(',~ IIit, 111Itrl/;i
tauts-llfllrden the Pasha f!/' Ddvillo- Takt,s 1I1t'wmn:.~ P/'(,}J(IJ'(I/OI:t1 

to }Jutting Ib"aliim to t/('o/h- 1'ftc Pm'le scmb an Qtl1ccr /0 il/qall'(' illiu 

his Conduct-Ali's Cu1tlling-I-JUi Trealment of thl' french ConslIl
Alarmelt at the CU71du.ct of the POl'te- ,4vats the Stul'm - ElUlnn:uu/,s 
If) bribe General Deu::.clut and Mr. Pouqueville to 81lJ'J'l'ndeJ' III' Parga 
to his Arms-Failing in tltis Attempt lu' attacks it 'G,'ith Itis T,'uups
Defeated blfol'c the Ci(lj-Pat'ga sUlTcnders ihelf to E1igli.~h P"Otl'C
tion-Srtbseqlle1Jt Transactions relative to its Hist01'!1 ami jillal Delive1,!/ 
i1ltO the Hands of its inveterate Foe-Summary of Ali's Chamcter
Views regarding his Successor, tS·c. 4-c. 

W HEN the armistice was concluded between Russia and France, 
Ali was still occupied in prosecuting the siege of Santa Maul'a and 
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iorming schemes for the extension of his power. But upon that e\"enl 
taking place, his l<'rench aBies withdrew from the conte"t, and lefL him 
to his .own resources. A Turk either has, or pretends to have, 110 no
tion of this etiquette and delicacy of conduct; Ali therefore alfccled 
great surprise at what he termed a base desertion, discovered. ll'ai13 01 
extreme ill humour, and spread the most extraordinary rumours and 
alarms throughout Albania, being almost thrown off the balance of 
that equilibrium which it was still necessary If)r hilll to sustain. He 
how{'vcr dispatched a messenger to the congress at Tibit, cndc..'H'our. 
jng to gain by negotiation what he had failcd to take b'y toree. Hi .. 
envoy had formerly been in the service of Bonaparte himself: J1e 
WClS originany an Italian friar, and clJief inquisitor at l\-Ialta, li'olU 

whence he accompanied the l'rench army to l~g.vpt, as interpreLer of 
lan~lIagt's: 011 his return to Europe, after the battlc of the NiJe, llf! 

\V~IS takeD by it 'J'urki~h privateer, and sent as a prt'sent to Ali J\lSha 
H! IO<llluma: there he met with a call to the :Mahomclan f~tith, into 
which he was admitted undcr the llamc of I\iahmet; he insinuated 
J.imselt· into the good graces of a beautiful young Turkish damsel 
whom he married, and of his sovereign whom he served with f,uch 
zeal in various negotiations that he was now appointed ambassador 
aud pleuipotentiary at this important conference. Here, however, 
his eloquence was of no avail, and he returned to Ioanniua, ao
Ilouncio.!!. the cession of the Septinsular republic to the dominion of 
France. 

As SOOIl as this cession was madc, and the arrival of Cresar Ber· 
thier as governor-general made known, Ali thought it a favourable op
portunity of attempting to gain possession of' Varga. ,"Vith that view 
he sent his second minister of state, Sechrl Effendi, to Corfu., uccom· 
panied by the schoolmaster Psalida, who urged his demands with so 
many plausible pretexts, and supported his claims so adroitly from 
the tenor of that treaty which he had himself so shamefully violated, 
that Derthier, who had received orders from Bonaparle to humour 
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the vim, .... "meede to I1im 'amy ~oDable requeot, wa. upon the 
opomt of .ur.endering .up the place. I ... t at dsio time • . aepuu.tion 
lWri-'. from Parga to <:onnte"",t doe wiiIe. elf their -in_rate "d.er
~tlry, and 'SO forcihly <lid these patriott; display toi. o ... idioUB arts, their 
~ '('JIf1g at1achment nnd cnnnexioll with loae Ioni8ll govemmmt, and 
their unshaken 4 • .terrninatioR to .bed the last <Imp ..r their blood in 
deff'nce ef the-ir ,jndepe~enee, thnt even Berthit-r was UlOH'!d to com
'PassiHo, -and felt his soul aoitnated by certain feelings of geliterotls en
"thusi.sm. He ·entered 'heartily iuto the c .... "" of the P.rghio(es, and 
~xerted hit))Jielf 80 etfeet.ually w~th tbE" French empt'Tor, that the city 
MId territory were taken under protection, and definitively a.nncxod to 
the Ionian government. 

Ali's .ambassadors returning with the purpole of their mission un
effected, excited ,in his miAQ it. strong feeling of hatred against the 
French inter~; '0:1 present howev.cr ·he did Dot dare to break with 
them; but it is scarcely possible that he should long remain amicable 
.. ith RnOf power that 1'0HSesses the IODian io.land.. Soon after the 
!fai4me of"the.e nqotiBtioDSt he ~ an opportunj.ty of' retaliating in a 
1IJIOlner 'Ddt quite con.sr.tent with bis ioterest&. '.rhe authorities in 
'Corfu beoame 80 distressed for money, owing to a strict blockade by 
.tlre E'l>glis'll ileet, tlrat tlrer s<»>t 8 depl1latioo to the "izor u"qllCstiug 
i,im to -aroommodai*e them with a iloan. His refusal ~was acoompanied 
with '8 +>auglWy illli_tion, that the puha ·of I<oIIlliODina .. as neither a 
banker nor a merchant. Now if Ali had not thus permitted his feel
ingo rJf ·hlrtred or ·avarice to coun_ hi. schem ... ~ policy. he would 
ilavenwtbel'daubJed the.1IID :oequired, aod made the F~ench ·his debtors 
'to as 'large 1m alD01lDt ... ,.,..'b!e: thea '" p1'obibition .of supplies, 
..udell by't'he ~glio\l -blockade, ... ODld soon halle .D~ French philan
'tIl"'!'y, ·antI ¥alga -wtl t-e been transferred 1:<> IUm a. a ... demp. 
tion a{ 'die .4It!bt. '1llmad of thitI:be ircilated :them by e.ery me~ 
~n \M ~,mJ>G8i1lg enormou. duties .. pon the com and cattle ilX

potted'from .Albauis, 'wocl<ie_clingil!e'''''''''''·to Ve'(1aid iQ...wanee. 
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At length, Berthier, moensed in his turn, c.1echtred hi", intention or 
forcing Ali to restore the other three continental dependencies, and 
Butrinto first, tbat being situated exactly ?ppo:,itf" Corfu, <11 the 
narrowest part of the channel, and called the key of the island whidl 
itself is styled the gate of the Adriatic. Had the French gen'Ofa1 at 
this time acted with promptitude, he might have taken thc place with 
500 meo; but he delayed till the vizir had thrown a garrison into it of 
6000 Albanians, and the opportunity was lost. Ali then openly delied 
all attempts, und in addit.ion to his llCltred, conceived a contempt tor 
his adversary. Lest the }-'rench should attempt to recover l'rcves.a, 
IJc moved his army from }>Jaya into that place, and completed the sum 
of its misfortunes. In the autumn of ] 808, a .Hritish agent was rli!~ 

patched to hold a conference with him at this place, and take advan
tage of the growing inclination which he daily felt toward~ the English, 
whose na\'al power he foresaw would prove the- greatest obstaci(", or the 
best aux.iliary to his future designs. Our envoy landed, and was met 
at midnight by Ali, upon the ruins of Nicopo}is. There they con
certed their plan of operation~, and parted before the morning dawned. 
This secrecy was adopted tu keep all knowledge of the fact from the 
}'rench consul, whom the vigir had invited that day to a rural fete near 
Vonizza, on the gulf of Am.. He there left his guest in the midst of 
amusements: a 5.'wift-sailing boat conveyed him across the gulf, where 
a horse was in readiness, upon which he mounted and galloped ta
wards the plain. 

Ali now became actively engaged in close corrC'spondence with the 
commanders of our fleet, for the I"urpnse of bringing about that peace 
between. Turkey and Creat Britain, which Sir A . Paget encicavoured 
in vain to negotiate. Mr. Adair, who arrived at the Dardanelles in the 
latter end of 1808, had just opened a communication with the Turkish , . 
Divali, when the iD,urrectiOD of the janitne.~ and the de-"th of the 
Vizir Mu&tafA Bairactar threw every uing iuto' confusion. OUf 
minister was upon the point of QuittinQ' s station in des nair. but Ali. 
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who is suspected, and J bclic\"c not without reaSOIl, of having assisted 
in fomenting thil' insurn.·ctiOIl, as well as that of the N izam Djcdid 
under Sultan SdilO-, wrote instantly to Mr. Adair, and earnestly 
requested him to wait the event. His advice was followed; his interest 
had great weight jn the Divan, and ill a short time the pt:ace was con .. 
chalet!. During this negotiation Ali took advantage of the opportu
nity it afforded of attempting to engage Mr. Adair in a promise of 
co-opcrating with him in the reduction of Parga: that gentleman, 
however, not only contrived to elude so disgraceful a compact, but 
vcry adroitly prt.'vented the vizir from attempting it alone and UI1-

as~jsled. As soon as preliminaries 0(' peace wrre sihrtled, Ah dis
patched an em'''y named Seid Achme.t J'~ tfendi tp P,ngland, to en
hance as mudJ as possible the services rendered by hi~ master to the 
British cabinet. These indeed were considered so important, that by 
way of acknowledgment a very fine park of artillery, with sel'eral 
hundreds of the newly-invented Congrcvc's rockets, were sent him on 
board a transport: M,ljor Leake, who had the care of this artiilery, 
was ordered to remain. to teach his Albanian troops the use of it, and 
to act as English resident. 

Ali now publicly espoused the interests of Great Britain ; opened 
his ports to OUf lllerchants Of cruisers, and granted huppjit's on the 
mo~t liberal terms for our navy, and the armies in Spain and J>ortugal. 
Availing himself of the importance which this new alliance gal'c him, 
as well as the c()...()peration of our blockading squadron, which pre
vented the French or Russians from furnishing his enemies with any 
species of assistance, he begun to attack them in good earnest. An· 
other event soon occurred, in the autumn of 1809, which gave addi-

• Hi, moti." i. mciellt.. The,N; ilJl Djedid, ..... ell 18 the regulation!J of MUltafi. Bairaet8J. were 
c:alcal.1I4 to iorute at" .igollf'"and 1l~"FiY int(! the T\lrluBb etate, by reformirll the an'lly, abolilhio& 
b jani ... ,iu. and introducin& EuropeaL impronment' into all branche!! ohhe government. The old. 
.,.""m or thinp is ,*~h mort! a;-a1.l"l'!l a ,,,b..lIinn . .... b •• who !let. up • lO.ereignty IPdependent 
aI tU Pone. 
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tiona) strength to his hopes and energy to his measures. This was the 
expulsion of the French from Zante, Cephalonia, Ithaca, and Cerigo, 
and the consequent occupation of these islands by tla" 'English. At this 
time he was engaged in the siege of Berat, in the north of Albania, 
whose citadel, planted upon a lofty hill on the right bank of the river 
Apsus, was hitherto considered as impregnable. Ali however pressed 
the siege with so much vigour, bombarding the citadel and town from the 
opposite heights, and terri(ying both the garrison and inhabitants with 
those newly-invented instruments of destruction the Congrcve rockets, 
under the direction of an English engineer officer, that Ibrahim Pasha 
was obliged to capitulate upon condition of retiring with his suite and 
trew,ures to A vIana. Ali, in his carriage, surrounded by his troops, 
waited on the left bank of the river till Ibrahim had passed over the 
bridge. then entered and took possession of Berat, not only without 
the sanction btlt even without the knowledge of the l)ortc. He 
thought it proper howev{'r to send a dispatch to Constantinople, 
informing his sovereign that a great part of Upper Albania being in a 
statt' of revolt, and I brahim Pasha not only incapable, by reason of his 
age and other infirmities, to restore order, but lying utHkr strong sns
picions irom his attachment, first to the Russians, and lately to the 
}"'rcnch. he had thought propel' to secure this important fortress with 
lroops that could be relied Oil. He also .;;cnt very large sums ofrnoney 
to be distributed alllong the members of the Divan, and thus procured 
not only purdon, but approbation from the Sultan, who yielded imme
diately to his request of conterring the government upon his son 
I\'louchtar. The three tails hO\\'ever were not taken, as is usual in case 
of losing a pashalic, from Ibrahim, whose character was held in high 
esteem both at COllstantinople and in his own dominions. This suc
cess threw into the hands of Ali, not only' the strongest iortress, but .. 
the finest province of Upper Albania, ~i' tllc'grcat plain of 1Vlusakia 
is the very granary of the country. III at first used 1ns victory with 
great moderation, lest the people, if per cuted. should join the stand-
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ani of their former chief, the remem.br.mce of whose virtue!! ~ould not 
soon be eradicated from their miwll. 
Leavi~ tbio new ""<lui.ition in tile hands of hi, faithful follower 

Ueuif Arapo, Ali returned speedily to his capital, to take every possi
We advantage of ODr success in the Ionian sea. During the bombard. 
ment of Santa lIlaura by the British troops, he encamped opposite 
that i,land with a large force, anxiou. to find some opportunity of 
nringling in the affray, and vrgiDg his own claims to the occopation of 
the island: these be pressed vehemently after its surrender, but being 
unable to substantiate them, he df'oeived our commanders, by cun
ningly gaining permi9~jon to build barracks for hi! soldiers; instead of 
which he threw up two strong fortrcsSCb, each of which commands an 
entrance into the Diorycto5 or channel, and one of them even the castle 
<» Santa Maura. . 

But though Ali could neitber gain from his British allies the posses
sion of Santa Maura, nor persuade them at this time to drive the 
French out of Parga, that he might himself occupy that fortres., he 
did not think it his int.erest to ,hew any sig"s of ill humour at present: 
he still had a great game to play, in which no ally could atl"ord him 
such material assistance as England. He was placed in a most advan
tageous position between the great rh'al powers, and he was deter. 
mined to make the most. of it. Five of the islands were under the pro
tection of the British, and two under that of lhe French; the former 
courting his assietance, Bnd the latter dreading his enmity. In this 
cOlljtmcture of circumstances he plltyed hi. cards admirably. He en
couraged us to blockade Corfu under promise of co~operation, whilst 
he took advantage of its distress to introduce provisions secretly for his 
own gain and profit. F<>Tgi..,; lette", of correspondence between the 
French generall aad furabil! Pasha, or the rule", of other states upon 
IU coast of ,,,"lIoania, lie ... .., _ily procured the _ill'tance of our 
_Iooonmalllft/m ;., sit hi. \i>nterprises; whilBt thase hardy and war-
1iIae tribe< "'00 had JKt!Jertll..d.iste<t his aggreeeiOll., becanse their own 
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TllIour had been """onded by the power. which po&Se"ed the Ionian 
Isles, finding their succours from thence cut off, and their oiTers of 
devotion rejected, were obliged to surrender unconditionally to his 
arms, or run the chance of war and extermination. Amongst those 
who chose the former alternative, was Pronio Aga of Paramithia, and 
tbe famous Ha.s.n Zap.ri of Margariti, both of whom, after capitu
lation, were thrown into a dungeon at loanniDa, where probably they 
still remain . The Kimarriots, descendants of the ancient Chaonians, 
and the bravest people of Bpirus, whose very trade was war, defended 
th~ir rugged mountain. to the last extremity, fighting sword in hand 
with very Httle intermission for three successive days, after they had 
"p"nded all their ammunition. Ali however had gained possesaion of 
their principal village, called Vouno, by his old art of briber,·, and 
faning upon the rear of these warriors, cut the greatest part of them to 
pieces. The country then surrendered, and the vizir having garrisoned 
its ~trong holds, carried 250 hostages to loannina, for the peaceable 
conduct of the inhabitants: he has since thought proper to wreak his 
vengeance upon this unfortunate tribe, banisbing them all to va.rioas 
parts of his dominions, and burning all their villages to the ground, 
ex('C'pt one only, named Cutzi, containing about a hundred Greek 
fanullt's, whom he permitted to remain, upon condition of their con .. 
version to the taith of Mahomet. The great protector of the Kimar
riots in former wars had been Giaffer Pasha of Avlona. a man of great 
tulents and high reputation, whose death Ali procured by poison, in a 
bath at St. Sophia. 

It was Juring the.e operations, in the .pring of 1810, that Mr. George 
Foresti arrived at Ioannina in character of' English resident, whose ser
"ices to this country during the time he held 80 delicate and even dan .. 

· , )t wu put into his il.aDdft by mean. of four brot~t tbe DUne sti C .... zi, who reai4«\ for 
*M'!Ie ,. .. " .rter ..... rda In great rlilunotiOl1 .t laantlina : ho1I'ner Ali lhoudlt proper to lay ""ute 
Kim.a.na. he depri1'ld w.e men of all their .e..!I'. aM Ibr thtlld, with t.blir WjN .00 !alUm.. mto 
priSOD. wher. u.y KiU remaiD: .Dd thu. he genITally Hf't' be uuw. whom he bI employe. 
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gerous an appointment, have been such as no one can well appreciate 
who i.o not acquainted with the difficulties he had to encounter. A G reck 
by birth, and endowed with the sagacity of his nation, po~sessing the 
advantages ofa liberal education, wary, cautious, and indefatigable in 
labour, intimately acquainted with the character of the vizir, he never 
ceased to penetrate his design~, avert his indignation, anti keep him 
constant in that line of policy which ultimately contributed to preserve 
Europe from the degrdding yoke of French tyranny. Nor was his si
tuation by any means an enviable onc: many incautious promises 
which it was impossible to perform, had been made to Ali by our 
agents, for securing his support, and there were not wanting persons 
who gladly took advantage of such cases to prejudice the vizir's mind 
and avert his favour from the English minister. That gentleman how
ever having adopted a plan of great forbearance and inflexible fortitude, 
defeated every attempt made to counteract his influence with the pasha, 
and thougpe constantly exhibited an inclination of bettering the con
dition o(fns own country as well as of guarding strictly the interests 
of that which he had the bonour to serve, he continued till the very 
end of the war to possess greater influence over the mind of this ex
traordinary potentate than was ever exercised by any other human 
being. 

In this year Ali escaped the greatest danger with which he had 
hitherto been threatened. This was no less than a plan of operations 
concerted between the French generals, and sanctioned uy the Porte, to 
attack him by a force from the island of Corfu and at the same time 
by a large corps under Marshal Marmon! from Dalmatia. Nothing 
but our success in Spain, which called Marmont's army to that quarter, 
preserved him from destruction: the French however never totally gave 
up the plan, and would have made the attempt from Corfu alone but 
k>r the intervention Of~,ti'h Beet. 

Poor IbrlO'him &sha h been implicated in the formation of this 
enterprioe, lid!! was now Ie alone to resist the attack of his irritated 
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and powerful adversary. Ali besieged him so closely in Avlona. 
whilst two English frigates blockaded the port against the introduction 
of supplies from the Freneh, that Ibrahim fled with a few of his 
principal followers, in disguise, and took refuge in the mountains 
of Arberi or Liapuria. There he was soon after betrayed, and con
ducted by his conqueror in a species of lUo('k triumph to the city of 
Konitza, from whence, after the Japse of a year, he was conducted to 
Ioannina and confined a close prisoner in a solitary tower, where this 
venerable old man, the father-in-law of Ali's two ~OIlS, may be seen 
lik(~ a wild beast through the iron bars of hi!>' c.lUlIgCOIl. 

The }Jasha ofDelvillo, with the chiefs of Liapuricl, Argyio-Castro and 
Gardiki, alarmed at the storm which they saw galhering around them, 
speedily assembled their forces, which were attacked and defeated by 
Ali in the plains between ArgyrO-Castro and Ddvino. He then en
tcred and took possession of this Jatter plaC'e, making prisoners two 
sons of Mustafa whom he sent to loannina and confine,l i.a COllVf;'nt 
of toe island. There these unfortunate youths )angu~shcd in close 
custody at the time of our residence, shut out from eVf'ry consolation 
of society and deprived of the sight of all hUIll.an bein~ except their 
gaolers. Two others made their escape to Corfu where they were soon 
assassinated by an emissary of the vizir, whose houyourdee was found in 
the villain's pocket, who confessed the fact just before his exccution. 
Mustafa. himself retired to Gardiki,and thus deferred the fate which ulti
mately awaited him. The great city of Argyro-Castro next surrendered 
after a shortcondict, upon condition of becoming a chiflick, and thewhnle 
valley of' the Druno, the richest and most populous in aU Albania, tdl 
entirely under the vizir's subjection. No place now remained for him 
to conquer except Gardiki: this had first offended him, and upon this 
be purposed to pour the vial ofbis wrath tll,the very dregs. 

Gardiki, whose population was entirC~'Mati'ometan, surmounted a 
line conical bilJ surrounded by an am itbeatre of the most splendid 
mountain teenery. Its constit.ntinn WAR. IUlP.r.ies of republic, each f. 
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mily ""'dill!! a representative t" the general rouncil, out of which 
thirt_ ...e..bers were chosen by vote to form the executive government. 
n.eit offiot was annual aod they had power of life and death, though 
it ..,.. necesary for eight of them to concur in cases of capital con
demnation. No person was allowed to carry arms within the city 
walls, and a murderer not only forfeited his Hfe to the state, but also 
his property, both personal and real, to the family "f his victim. 

The Gardikiotes well koowing what they had to expect from the re
scntmellt of their ancient foe, prepared for the most vigorous defence, 
giving the command of their trool)8, amongst which were many chiefs 
.. di.tinguished officers of other clans, to Demir Dosti, a general of 
consummate prudence and exalted courage, a descendant of thrtt very 
pa:son who had rescued Ali', mother and sister from the shameful 
trea_t cif his fellow citizens. The vizir's army was commanded by 
two af .. mo.t experienced officer., Usufi' Arap" and Emir Bey, and 
1fIIO '10 14 that 500 hor..,.loods ofcalamboci were distributed daily 
in ratioa~ to Ute troops. 

For .. loDg: time open.tions went on slowly and little more was 
diected towam.. the s"bjugating of. Gardiki than the capture or de
Iltruction of its dependent villages and advanced posts. This delay 
was occasioned by Ali's own generals, who being aware of his vindic
tive intentions and willing to spare a population ,,-!to professed the 
same religious faiiib .. tbemselves, dispatched mesoenger after messenger 
to their ", ... ,Iler, l'ep .. ,.entiog the extreme difficulty of storming the 
plaee "ad teq,ulJlting his permi.oiOft to offer to the Gardikiotes the 
&Bme term. of c .. pitelation as were accepted by Argyro-Castro. Ali 
.-. penetrated their oesigft5, and determined to counteract them . 
• ocardin~y he oent for At!Ium .. i Vay', that military officer "pon 
whose fidelity aod di'~' he ""0 most rely, and dispatched him to 
lIhe .. rmy wid> a Ia'll" Greek and Alba"." troops, gIVIng hIm 
MotnldhODl to ""t promptl ,in combination with all tbe other Greeks 
of IiIIe army. Atbanaoi .<>a.l!'s amva! at the camp assembled together 
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certain officers, shewed them the vizir's bouyourdee couched in the 
strongest terms, attached them to his own forces, and without the 
slightest communication with the Turkish generals, who dared not in
terfere, led them sword jn hand against Gardiki. He flrst carried a 
large farm hou,e at the bottom of the hill which had been entrenchet! 
and converted into a strong out·post: from thence he drove its defenders 
up a steep and narrow path leading towards the city, in which they 
took refuge as well as in a smaH fortres!J which commanded the ascent. 
The Greeks animated by the example of thci'r leader, and joyful at an 
opportunity of exterminating a Mahometan tribe, followed through 
every difficulty and danger, forced the citadel, and soon gained pm
scs!Jion of the city itself~ which was given up to all the horrors of an 
ass:lult in the very sight of the Turkish troops below. Very few per
sons escaped from slaughter or captivity. Amongst the prisoners were 
Mustafa Pasha, Demir Dosti, and a great train of beys and agas: these 
were scnt immediately under a strong escort to Ioannina, whither they 
were brought in a species of mock triumph and treated. at first not only 
with kindness but munificence. This refinement in cruelty is not un
usual with Ali when he wishes to make his victims feel more keenly a 
reverse of fortune. The other citizens of Gardiki were distribut.ed 
through the different towns and villages in the vicinity, which be-came 
answerable for their appearance uuder the most dreadful penalties; 
,vhilst the unfortunate females, they who least deserved it, became con
versant with calamity in its most frightful forms : after having been sub
jected to the brutaJ passions of the soldiery, they were conducted to 
that tigress in a human shape, Shainitza, at her palace in Libochobo: 
there their beautiful flowing hair was cut off close to thcir heads in the 
presence of that sanguinary monster, who first stamped it contemptuous
ly under foot and then ordered that part of her divan to be stuffed with 
it upon which her unwieldy form is acc1:a!.tomed to repose: these inno· 
cent and.. unfortunate victims of inhuman cruelty were afterward •. 
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tumedout aatitute· upon the mountains, when the penalty of death had 
been .,-laimed against anyone ",ho should harbour or relieve them. 

After a lew weeks Ali departed, at the head of a large body of troops, 
to Libochobo, to pay his sister a visit and congratulate her upon the 
satisfaction made to her violated honour. We may well suppose that 
the storm of vengeance now rnging in hi~ bosom WaJ) not aJlayed by 
the soothing entreaties of feminine compassion. Befure he left Ioan
nina he gave orders that all the Gardikiote beys should be east into 
close confinement in the monasteries of the island, whilst secret in
structions concerning them were Jeft with his agents. During his resi. 
denee 'at Libochobo he commaeded all the prisoners to bc brought frolll 
the lurrounding «listric-ts on a certain day ano hour into the court of a 
large han called Valiare in the valley of neropuli, about five miles ';:;,m 
Argyr~Caatro, near the commencement of the Gardikiote territory. 
Thither he proceeded at the appointed time with about 3000 of hi, troops. 
Seated in hir carriage at the gate of the han he ordered each person to 
be caned out separately before him, and whe:n he had minutely investi
gated his age, parentage and profession, he ordered a few to be carried 
into a. place of security (those probably who had been sNtlers in the 
place since the in8ult which he was about to rev('nge) and the rest he 
remanded back into the court of the han. He then commanded his 
troops to advance, who were well awnre of the service upon which they 
were ahoot to he employed: tbe Mahometan. all held back, hut the 
Greekseagerlymollnted the ... lIswhich surrounded the area wherein the 
pri"""",.. .. ere enclosed. Ali then took a musket from the hands of a 
soldier, and baving ordered tbe han gate. to be thrown open, dischHrged 
the firat lIlot into tbe crowd of victims: this was the signal for a general 
mauacre; the SUmluD<iing tToo"" fil'ed amongst them till their ammuni
tion w .... ""peoded, .. twn otbers succeeded and continued tbe work of 
deBtb. 'l.1be tta, ... ..teepa1'f ministered arm, to some of these wretched 
pmo-. "heoorith .1oDei tom m.m the Davement .md the walls wnnn""" 
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Dlany of their destroy .... : ,others retreated into one of the apartments of 
the han, to which fire was immediately applied, and those who escaped 
tbe volleys of musketry fell a sacrifice to the flames, In the mean tillie, a 
few baving burst out of the area, came in despair and flung themselves 
at the feet of the viair ~d cried for mercy in acnents that might have 
moved a beart of liiol; but Ali's ,beart is harder than /lint, and not a 
.ingle rill from the foont of mercy flows into hi. soul: he eroered hi. 
chaoushes aod kaivasis to out the imploring .upphants in piece. w.ith 
their atoghan. before hi. face, The blooily work was thu. oompJeI6d, 
when the bodies, amounting to bp-tween seven and eight hundred, were 
left unburied 10 rot upon the spot where they had fallen ; the gateway of 
tbe area was walled up and an inscription placed Ofer it cut in .tODe, 
which signifies, THUS PERUH ALL Ttll:: ENEMIES OF ALI'S H6UU •• 

On the very day of tbis butchery the Gardikiote bey. who had beeR 
left at Ioannina to the llumber of seventy-two, were brought down 40 
a CODvent upon the island opposite Mitzikeli, where tbey were all 
strangled, their bodies conveyed in boats to tbe opposite .hore and 
buried at the foot of the mountain, From the han Ali p"""'"'<led with 
his troops to the ODce flourishing city ofGardild, whicb he laid in ruins, 
placing it under an anathema or curse, and prohibiting it from ever 
again becoming the habitotion of maa during tbe .,oatiuuaaoe of his 
oynasty;n Albania. The property of it. citi ... ,. be had before converted 
to his own u~ aDd as they were great merchants, be kept an accurate 
account of all the debt. found oue to them, and exacted the most punc
tual paymeot. This then is tbe fate of Gardiki: its walls demolished, 
ito policy dissolved, its riches dispenoed and its people massacred, it bas 

• An Albanian poet afterwards wrote a long inllCl'iption in Romaie "m'ae, which with Ali'. aaaetion 
'INA plaeed over tbe door oft~iI Ban. The lVIIder ~i11 fiDd it ill. the A~ix ",ith a traamti~. The 
wbole trUJuction at the Mn _, be compared W1th one related by hi, biogT!lpker of the deiSm Au
pw.. .. P,"u~a c.pta. iD plurimol aaimad ... ertit: or.fe' ... eni.m 1'81 excUhre Ie oooaotibus ~ .... 
~ MQJIIUDW l!UL 8cribuot quMkm ueoeDWS eJ: dedititiia eleccOt utriu"'lue Qrdinit,..a_ 
Di,o Julio eKltQc:tam ldibul Martiia ho«ianun more Mactatal." 
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become a dwelling place for owls and the coiled serpent basks within 
its desolated courts. 

Every Gar~ikiote that was subsequently discovered within the domi
nions of Ali was arrested and put to death, when his corpse was sent 
to augment the mouJdcring beap of his unfortunate countrymen at the 
han of Vnljan:~ . 'file vizir was grievousl)' offended with his son VeJy, 
who T('fused to put to death some Gardikiotes in his service or surrender 
them up. It is scarcely necessary to observe that Ali glories in this 
deed, whrch he CUII~idCr8 one of just and pi.ous retribution. It 
occurred on the 15th of March, 1812. 

,,"'hen the vizir returned to loannina he gratified a revenge, not )~gS 
.bitter fTom its being protracted, upon his old antagonist Muslafil 
P,hhH of J)elvino. This wretched victim he confined in t.he same 
convent with his two sons, and gradua1Jy stan'ed him to death, alJow
ing him only one small piece of calamboci bread and one dmught of 
lVater for his daily fare. His body was then publicly e}\posed in pre
sence of the cadi and mufti, as is customary on the death of a pasha, 
to see whether there be any marks of violence upon the corpse: it was 
reported that he had died a natural death; but this report was little 
credited at Constantinople. A few months after this horrid murder, 
his cruelly or his policy demanded another sacrifice, and the destined 
victim was no other than the venerable Ibrahim. However, before he 
ventured to imbrue his hands in the blood of this respectable character 
he thought it necessary to discover whether such a deed were likely to 
arouse the indignation of the Porte. In order therefore to sound the 
feelings of the Divan, be put in practice the following manreuvre. On 
a certain day Ibrahim Pasha disappeared from his apartment in the 
tower. The messenger who was sent every morning by his daughters 
to inquire aflcr lheir of ather's health, came back and reported the cir
cumstance of bis ansence, adQing that he had made all pouible inqui
rie. without being able to discover his abode. The daughters hearing 
tbis, and feeling convinced thai their. father bad been secretly put to 

1 
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death, set up the Albanian howl for the dead in wh', I tl . . ' C 1 ley were 
Jomed by all the slaves of their harrms as well as by tIle w ' f h d' . . . omen 0 t e 
a JOInIng mansIOns: from thence the cry was spread t' h fom OUse to 
house, and the whole city of Ioannina Tung with lamentation" ~l .. w: 

three days for this imaginary death of H .. - • ~~.. J ne OCCllrrence 

indeed w~s .e-enprllHv hPlir:>v.,rl ..... ...1 ~he French consul dispatched a 
{'olJncr with the inteJJigence to Constantinople. This messenger was 
~tupped by the agents of Ali, his dispatches were read, and he was 
allowed to proceed. The news occasioned a strong prejudice against 
Ali in the minds of all. A council was called, and a capigi.bashee of 
the highest rank was sent to Joannina with the sultan's commands to 

investigate the affair and bring back the depositions of the great 
officers of religion and the Jaw. The messenger arrived, and being 
introduced into Ali's presence surrounded by all his ministers, stated 
die o~icct of his mission, and produced his credentials, attested by the 
signet or the sultan. Ali affecting great surprise, exclaimed, H Dead I 
Ibrahim, my falh~r. dead!" whilst all his divan followed him in expres
sions of incredulity am~ ·.lc;tonishmcnt. Then turning to his two 
ministers, Mahomet and Sechrt ..t..l'''mfli, he added, " Go Flnrl nC'(,{)ln
pany this officer of the Porte to ·the apanuv'nt 01 IbJahim, anf11o. 
him see what falsehoods have been circulated respecting us." Ac
cordingly they went and found the object of their visit in the very best 
apartment of the sera.glio, surrounded by every thiug which could 
minister to his comfort. Ibrahim being instructed in what to say, and 
threatened with the extremity of torture, if he should disclose the 
truth, requested the capigi-bashee to say to his lord the sultan-that 
he kissed the ground on which he trod, and was penetrated with the 
deepest gratitude for the honour of his kind inquiries; but that he waa 
perfectly well and more than content with his condition at loannina, 
being treated in the kindest manner by the vizir, and rendered happy 
in the society of his daughters and their children; that he felt himself 
now II"""D too old for the cares of government. and tbat his domi. 
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niaos CQuld _at possibly be under better administration tban that of hili 

dear I,>eod Ali Pasha. 
The cap~ashee, having received this most unc};pectcJ answer, 

ti~.;ed tA) the council-room) where he was thus addressed. by . tl~c 
-~- ..... -_ n Io:aid he ~'how I am surrounded by enenm.'S! It IB 

"'1 misi'wtune always' to;J eXt.>4e sllspicion, and to have Diy mo
UMs and actions misr.e;presentbd; and this was the case Iate1y, on 
tlte death of Mustalit Paaha of Dclvino: go nolV and report to my 
.sater the sultan all you have seen and heard, and aaiSUl'e him that 
.t1Ji, in his old I\ge, will not dishonour his grey bairs. nor act in oppo
fition to ~he wishes of his sovereign." The capigi-bashee in the mean 
\iw..e W&8 IQaded. with presents and magnificently entertained, hut he 
was nat alJ01Ved to Lc luI' a IDlIlute aiJ6ent ii-QUI All's satellites, who 
ou.rrouoded him .... d prevented the ""cess of .. 11 who could hove told 
him t8e wlllh: iu 1ik<l manner he was .. ttended by a g.ara of flollour 
to too very 8uburbs of Constantinople, where lie gU\le a Ilw~t tiu'our
~ report of AJi's conduct, who in consequence received a ktter of 
thanks from .the grand signor. Ibrahim f'tdJ remains alive in. close 
" .. CHdi.D~ment, from whic.h, as f.il _ he himself is ()QQOOrnc.d, ,death 
...... Qld be a fOlwnate rele~' 

This affair being concluded, Ali, glad of the opportunity, resol\'ed 
to retaliate upon the consul-general for his interference. Accordingly 
he interdickd all his subjects, e.cept tbose who wea<, employed as 
spies aud. juformers, frGJ;ll holcliog the least communication with his 
dwelling, ad thus, ia the mid.t of a large "apita\, Mr. P"",\ueville 
liv.ed ill IUpoeci<ls of the most distre .. ing solitude. To .peak tbe troth, 
Ali bad more reason for this conduct and for his il'ritation agaioat the 
Frmclt, tIut. i>r many other acts. A regular syotem had been /Or 
some ""'e, aDd .till cantinued to be carried 0.0., betweeu ¥-ieur 
A",""""",, FRIIlcb lJIioi.ter at the Porte, tbe Due de ~oo at 
Il",i.. .... ~l Denaelot at Corfu, with the CODsw~ral of 
.tu.oia, to _Ie eVflTY Ip<cies of aUDoyanoe ia their power against 
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Ali Pasha, to stir up rebeUion a.gain!;t him in his own ('ountry, OT l'tof
tillty from without, and most especially to represent him In his true 
character at Constantinople, to draw down upon hi!'; hE-ad the 'fen" 
geance of insulted majesty. All this was well known; for not a single 
couner did Monsieur Pouquevil1e ever dismiss from Ioannina who was 
not arrested, and not a single dispatch did he write that was Dot 
copied for the vizir;s inspection, who posses!';cd the key of his cipher. 
It is also a fact that the .Porle, irritated by the de<.:eilful conduct of 
Ali during the whole of his eventful life, and instigated by these 
ff'presentations, did actually entertain serious ideas, in the year 1813, 
of attacking him in his strong hulds. But, not to compromise the 
character of tbe Ottoman gm'ernment in attempting what it might be 
found impossible to cff~ct, commissiollers were sent to inspeet hiS' 
country and make returns of his forces, his.ulliitary and navltl storeS', 
castles, fortresses; aU of which were freely and immediately offered to 
inspection. 

Ali wa'5 at first alanned by these demonstrations 6f energy, and 
assured a Grf'("k gentleman of my acquaintance that he would defend 
himself to the 1nst extremity, and if then pressed, would blO\v himself 
up, with his senti of Litarjtza, rather than fall joto the hands of hi, 
enrmies. Thin~ however were not likely to arrive at this pass; he 
had made himself too useful to the English, and was considC'J'ed 
Hkely to he too dJicirnt in their cause, to br neglected when he had 
need of their assistance: it was thought therefore that the rf>J>l'e5t·nta .. 
tions of our ambassador to the Divan had no little intiuence in averting 
this ~tonn from the dominions of OUT ally. The arrival of a secretary 
from the Englisb ambassador, a few months before our vi!!lit to loan. 
nina, was considered intimatf·ly connected with tht'se arrangeDlMlts", 

aft<! this, amongst other things, contributed probably to the marked 
civility with which we were treated by the vizir. 

Daring our residence in hi. capital those great evellt. occarred "hidt 
led to tile deotruetion of Bonaparte'. autbority, and !be ultimate ..... 
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moval of the French from the Albanian confines. He knew that the 
English would soon either by force or treaty occupy the remainder of the 
Ionian islands, and he was now most anxious to take advantage of the 
declining state of French affairs to gain possession of Parga, that 
single solitary rock, which alone, throughout the whole ('\ l ent of his 
dominions, was jJluminated by the rays of jibeJ'ly. Hayjng failed 
however in the alluring temptations which he held out to .Monsieur 
PouquevilJe and General Denzelot, he determined upon one of those 
prompt movements which are so habitual to him, and for which he h~ld 
been some time prepared, feeling little doubt but that if he should once 
gain possession of the place, he could find means to justifY his conduct 
or appease resentment. U nanthori'l-Nl tIlCO by his goYcrnmcnt, which 
at this time was at peace with France, and without any ueclaration 
of war, he moved that ,?vcfwhclming force against uuilapp)' Parga 
in the month of February, 1814, to which I have before alluded: at the 
same time he ordered his flotilla to sail from Prevesa for the purpose of 
aiding" in t~~iege and intercepting all the inhabitants that might 

. endeavour to escape to tbe islands: these directions, however, were 
rendered nugatory by the spirited conduct of some English cruisers, 
who refused to let his vessels approach. 
. On the 28th of February Ali's troops carried by assault Aji'; and Ra
pesa, two frontier vilJages of the Parghiot territory, putting to death 
many of the inhabitants, and sending the remainder into a slavery 
still worse than deatb. After this a small fort was erected aud the 
army advanced upon Parga; but the French garrison retired into 
the citadel without any show of resistance; the only opposition 
was made by the bravery of the inhahitants. These marched out 
with exultation to the defence of their country, accompanied even 
by their women and children, who handed ammunition and loaded the 
muskets of their husbands and their parents. The contest was nei~ 

ther long !lor ""nguinary; for the Parghiots having the advantage of 
gro·und and 'shelter, effectually checked the vizir', troops, especially hi. 



PARGA 8URRENDERS ITSELF TO ENGLISH PROTRCTION. 201 

cavalry, as they charged up a narrow causeway leading to the city, 
that they were obliged to retreat after losing several of their com ... 
pan ions, among whom was a near relation of Ali's, the conmmuticr of 
the Albanian forces: the body of this young man was buried on t\le 
frontier. and a mausoleum erected over his remains, at which it is 
thought that Ali wa~ resolved, if he took tLe place either by storm or 
capitulation, to immolate his adversaries in what he would call an ex
piatory sacrifice. 

In spite of this victory, howe"cr, the poor Parghiotes had sufficient 
cause to tremhle, while such numerous and active enemies remained 
hovering over their borders, and their defenders were so inert in their 
behaU: They had stW further reason for alarm, when they discovered 
that a secret correspondence was carried on between their inve
terate foe and the commandant of the French garrison. In this di
lemma they dispatched a message to Captain Garland, who had 
lately taken possession of the little island of Paxo, and requested 
to he received under British protection. This was referred to 
General Campbell, the governor of the Ionian isles, who immediately 
dispatched the Honourable Sir C. Gurdon with a force ready to take 
advantage of any fUl'ourable circumstances. Captain Hoste, of the 
Bacchante frigate, and Captain Black, of the Havannah, met this officer 
at Paxo, and entered into consultatj~n respecting the proper measure.! 
to be pursued j when it certainly does appear to have been deter
mined that if the Parghiotcs would, as of their own accord, disarm 
the French garrison and give guarantees Jor tile sincerity of their in ... 
tentions, they should be taken under British protection and follow the 
fate of the Ionian islands· . 

• .. The fortren of Parga ia eonaidered a~ an appendage of the Government of the Sl1'en Io
nian hllllda and more p,nicularly II an outwork of the garrilon of Corfu towarda the 'l'urwh 
frontier. In' cOnRquenu of ill lilualion on Ihe Ttlllin land of ~reeee.' ita comroln~ns poaiti0rl: II 
a place of lirensth, lind the increued preponderlncy the poa&etl810n of It would. Dot fill to thro" mto 
the banda of tbe Turka, and. more plrticularly the vi"ir Ali Puh, of loannina, whote puhalie aur· 
toQndIJ it. it bu MfK bHn an objeci of much jealousy ..... jlb thOM! pc:>wm •. who han m.de m:ulY eJf0!l' 
10 obtain' (ootiDI in Parp, and, "rice nrd, for Ibelt! lime motlftlll, I' hu bnn .. ully the WIM 
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To t!lese conditions the Parghiotes cheerfully consented, and with 
the u_ secrecy they organized a plot for taking possession of the 
eitadel, An English Bag, concealed under the girdle of a boy, was 
bcoug'ht into the fortress without exciting suspicion ; a signal was 
~ven by ringing a hell to the conspirators, who rushed forwards, dis-
armed the centinels, seized upon the rest oftbe garrison, and hoisted the 
British standard in place of the tri-coloured Bag. Only olle man lost 
his life in this almost bloodless conspiracy; he was a Cephalonian in 
the French service, and commissary of police, who thrusting his 
head out of a window, with loud exhortations to blow up the 
.. gaziD~ was instant.1y shot. The inhabitunts being now in full 
possession of the place, Sir Charles Gordon Janded with a detachment 
of British troops from the Bacchante, sent off the French garrison 
under terms of capitulation to Corfu, and took possession of the place 
Of) the 22d of March, 1814. 

The .ubsequent history of this unhappy state is as difficult to handle 
as it is painful to dwell upon: for the Englishman \'fho shall record 
it. annal. will find himself constantly perplexed by an apparent 
&reach of faith and violation of a compact which i!:l cOOlplaint:d of, 

policy of the pow-era oc<,upying the Sew'n blllnd~. and Corfu in partieular, to mllin!a;n firmly their 
Jac,ld jjf tbat r ... rtIllQ .. nd JIB Itltritory." Thes6 lire General ClU1)Pbtoll'. 11lI;lructiona to Lieul Brultno, 
who commanded at Parga in Mil, 18 1~, aDd ·Uener~ 1 Campbell Will the offkoer and Hign Commll'
mOIl.r wltb "born the Pargbio\eR treated for lh. lurrllodet of their country to the British Hag. See 
Col. de Bon!:!! upon Parga. p. go. Tbe main point upon which tbi. que.UOIl tu rn" i. Ihe compact, 
made or implii!d, betWetlO General C.m~bell and tho Parghiolet:, re8pt!Ctillft" their StJ rrellder to the Bn· 
tPh flaJ. If lhbir lurrendet WIR conditloltal. .. llu:l in~tr\lt:tion. of that officer above quoted. teem to 
prove, It will foUow tbat our delivl!ring up Parr 10 Ali Pasha was unju.\, and it will not be enough to 
.J ibM DO rnntion wal made of Parga in the treatie8 of Pari. or Vienna. 'futh alone would jlllltifJ 
luch a proceeding by ~ut:b In arguml!ot.. If the surrender oflhe Pllr,biotllll wa. unconditional, I atillthink 
the mealure_ pUl'>lued were cruel and impolitic, cruel, because tbe ibbatlilantl did DOt rectri'fe f"l1 cora
peflll&lion (or their property. and could receive nOlle for the rupture of moral tie. and llsociatioa.; im_ 
politic. OOc.&UIIe tbe tide of foelin, amoug tbe iT.habitanta of thl! Levant haa been thereby turned sgllinst 
Orelt Britain; 1M:.L1 .. IOTM port on the Epirotic ccmt it; absolutely neee .. ry fot the """-~ of the 
Ioniab hlaodtj. aod becaMe Ali Pnba. 110 rar from huing :I. clilillll1pon hrp, _nrtlwr 'botrnd to ,. 
I\0f'I aU tile other ~im!Dtal depend~ci .. to tlmr original constitution, IinC&!", in the name of tfle 
Ottoman Pone.N iMra.anly violated the trnty of Marth 1800 , lOOTe aft, becaUIe' a ChriStian pow., 
.. tbWl nhi_tad .. the WOl'ld .~ yi~lding 11:1: tIM right. of Cbri3tialJl to an ia&d4ll tyrallt, rights wJr~ the 
ftI'J' lIame of thlt power could bue dekn ed, aad whote flar wllviaa: ~ the (ortresil of Parga. would 
ba"l1 heeD a lIIi1icient protectioll. 




