
INTO THE HANIJI OF ITS INVETERATE POE. 

,.hothe'iustly or unjuIUy, by the Pargbiotes; whilst he will ha'-e need 
of extreme caution ttl prevent his involving innocent partiL"S with. the 
guilty, Dud to guide him in affixing blame where blaine is UlIC. In 
spite of this, the duty of an historian, wit"" undertaken, must be imp""_ 
tially ful6lkd. 

U ndC'r the powerful "'gi, of Great Britain, Parga remained for about 
Ihree yea .. comparativc/y bappy, increasing both in wealth aDd popu_ 
lation, although the mention of its name was omitted in the treaties of 
Vienna and Paris, which consigned to Eoglisb protection Ule Septin .. 
sular repllhlic. Strange rumours however were soon set afloat, highJy 
calculated to disturb the lrnnquilJity of its citizens; but they were 
still ·unabJe to bel;ev~ that a Christian power, so noted for its inte~ 
rity, would give them up to their bloody and iaveterate enemy: uDder 
this COnl'iction their devoted a.Uachment to their protectors was sbow¥ 
in every mode that a grateful, industrious, and moral people, like the 
Parghiotes, could possibly devise': but whoever bas perused the 

• General CampbelJ, in bi. in.tructions 10 Lieu!. Drouan, ~V611 the rollo.lI'ing 18I'timo.ny to. tbmr 
dIRr.cIllr. .. The inblluitaattl .r~ Albioian Oret:k~, eXlremely lenarioll. of their freedom, and of the 
liberty. of their small commllnity. and habitll llJly ad.,.rT~e 10 the dominion of the Turb. Tltey Ire • 
• piriled and todependeot fMIOple, th"qb .t the samo time do.cile and CallY or command when tre.tod 
l i~r:aHy and jll!lly ; and .lIlbe male population a~ trained to ann., .nd espert in the use of them." 

The fQll o,.,ing ia Colonell..e.ke', opiuion of tbe Par,:;hiQ'" (R_rd»e~ ~ GNIIICe, p. 413). ~ 
reference to an unfavourable oUliun of the-ir ch.racler. which Mr. Bobhoule had unwarily contracted. 
.. Thi~ cbar.Cler of tbe p."hinioltll i. not JURI. and tlley are Oreeb, Dot Albaoi. m. Parga i, oDe of 
thOle plaen wbich, being lu a JI<itlJ .pproaclting to illdept"nd t"IICC!, may he supposed 10 fumi.h tIae 
stronp! ",lembl.nce 10 the ancient rcpublia of Greece. Und~'f the VenOliallS tboly elljoyed I muoicj. 
pt:lity of their own and certllin pri l"i ll'g1!f. which, when they Meiffie va_I. or T urkey, were IteUr.d 10 
tbem by tbe powefl who guaTanteed lhe Septin~nlmr rt'publil:. H~uce a1 P.rga pro~ ",!" ~ IllCUre 
mnd iodWitTy more ClIcouraged than tit Iny plMce upon thu COntinent of Greece; but welt IlwallOli b .. 
been altered .ioee the Irrival of the French! Col. d\l BOS~I'e opinion of tbisullfonuolte people iitbul 
flltprened: nor hed Rny one ever a better opportunity of disco,.erin,; their cbaracter than lh.t oftIoer. 
"The Itlte ofho.tility which hn always prevailed between th<' Plrguinotetl aDd the Turka, h .. r811dn.i 
them brave, and bu lamiliarized them to 1IIm1! and dange,..; they.re temperate, IJld commonly attain 
an adu"lced age". The w0"!'1erJ or Parr. are geotrl.l1y lutml;wme; their dT~. i •• j~ of ~1otb or tiLt, 
tiIIhroidered or trimmed wllb gold, With a Ion~ pll/ lt'd pelllcoat. The halT II eonnced With ... doubt. 
cord or red . illr., and gra«fully fUte1led vp behind." . . . 

.. Tbeo rorei&o gamlllo, .bich ha,... occ:upied P arga. at diffl!rent penod&, b,,"e bad lhtle udueoOt on 
the maJlDen of the iDhabilanla. The, Ir. au.cboo to their ancient usar-: tbeir DXKie of life i. limp!e; 
their wou:.eo. .'e chute, though tbey eojoy tbe peaten d~gree 0.' aociel ,....dom. " . 

.. Th.y ara ho.pitable, and one of tbe .... ona for which At! Puha botel \hem .. "1._ \0 ~ 
l1lt:il couotry, it, tbat it atrorded aD .. .,Ium 10 the victim. or hia tyrau.y. 1\(..., .. mpl.l "lIht be 
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foregoing history of Ali Pasha, will be prepared to believe that hi. am­
bitious mind would not rest quietly when disappointed in a desigo 
which lay nearest his heart. His gold pro\'cd in this, as in many 
other instances, all.powcrful at Constantinople. Parga was delllanded 
by the Porte as the price of her acquiescence in our occupation of the 
Ionian isles ; and a secret treaty consigned over to Mahomet.m des­
potism the Jast Jiltle spot of ancient Greece which had remained un­
polluted by her infidel conquerors. 

An article however was inserted in this treaty which provided that 
every person who emigrated should be remunerated fur the loss of his 
property; and if the terms of this agreement had been tairly and 
strictly adhered to, the Parghiotes would not have bad so IlIud. ap­
parent reason to accuse their protectors of adding injustice to a cruel 
policy. The resolution of the high contracting powers was not com­
municated to Ihis people before the month of March, 1817. It was 
then announced to them by the Lord High Commissiuner of the Ionian 
i.land. through the medium of Lieut. Col. de Bosset, with whom a 
reinforcement of 300 British troops were sent to repress all commo­
tions, and secure the garrison from dange-r. It i!!l but justice to that 
exceUent officer to say that in this cJdlcale situation, ohliged by lJJjJjtary 
duty to fuJfil his orders, and urged hy a natural generosity tv give ear 

adduced of their hotpitality. The protection wbich they afforded to the unhllpPY Suliotet who had 
ftea~ the .word o( Ali, would alone elltablish their reputation lor thi, virtue . 

.. Con!idered «itb respect to their nei«uboun and to the!r fo:nile soil and mild dimate. they may be 
pronounced an induitrioul people. T o bu CQnfinced of thl" we bue only to view the prO!lperity and 
tmiling .. pect of tbill httle country. and to obsent Ihat by whicb it is boundt!d. Btoyond the boundariee 
of the ImiIOt. of P arga. e .. ry thing belpt"ke desolation Ind tyranny. The eye dilltO'fers nothing 
but "ute I.ridt. abandoned \0 lOme lItlttered fiock" of which the IIhepherds lire wretched .laves. 
Ruined and deterted dwellinr annOUDttI to the traveller, that tb.i. country, efe it btllon(l:ed to the PUb 
of IOMliniu, "'a" 16111 unhappy . 

• ' Within theM few y_"' the illh.bitatlll of tbat rtJion hue been torn ftom the land of their birth and 
tranlJ>Orted to remote countri .. whbout ~uccour, wlthollt mean. of 8ubli&tenot, and a rr-t proportion 
of them have beeo all'ftldy deIlroyed by ,icknllU, wallt, and dl'llpair." 

Th.... accollDWi or tbe chllfactl.lf of the Par,hiotH were amply confinned to me when I ,i~i\ed tbeir 
eountty. by tbat ucellent officer the Hon. Sir Chll.rle!l Gordon, under wboee government the people 
.ppeanMi to Wljo, u great a degree of rational civil liberty, BUpporWd by firmn_. and digniied by 
.r_ity," J 8ftr ~olleet "itnetliog in any IelUement oecupied by tbe Britilb arm •. 
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to the pathetic remonstrances and despairing resolves of the misrrable 
suppliants, he shaped his course in such a manncr as to entitlc him to 
the praise of t.he good and virtuous, the approbation of his own con­
science, and the eternal gratitude of the untortunate l>arghiotes. 

Considerable pains were luken in persuading this people to transfer 
allegiance to that intriguing foe who wished to become their sove­
reign ; but in vain: a thorough knowledge of his character acquired l>y 
an expt'rience of thirty years, sav(~d them from this extremity of cala­
mity. With one voice tht'.y resolved, if the decree against their be­
Joved ('ounlry was irrevor:ablct to beg their bread in foreign lands 
ratilt'l" tll<.lll be butchered in cold blood by a tyrant who had sworn 
to sacrifice cn'ry Parghiot to his implacable revenge. 'Vho that has 
perused th('se pages will be surprisrd at their rl'solution? Under such 
circumslance!i Colonel de Bosset ordered an estimate to be taken of 
puLlic and of private properly. This amounted, un a very mouerate 
calculation, to morc thun 500,000 pounds, a very small pittance for a 
well-huilt city· containing near 4000 iuhabitants, and viUages peopled 
with lIIuny morc, in a tract of the most fertile territory that can be 
imagined, within a circuit of twt'nty miles, f'nrichcd with 81,000 olive 
trees, from which the finest oil in the Levant was made and exported 
on the most advantageous terms. 

With this sum however the poor inhabitants professed themselves 
satisfied, and consented to be transported from the land of tlieir hirth, 
the sepulchres of their forefathers, the edifices of their religious worship, 
and all those sweet associations which rt'ndcr the name of our country 
60 sacred. Ali Pasha however was not quite so contented, as he 
thought it very hard to pay any thing at all for a place which he 
always affects to consider his own by right of promise. Agents there­
fore were sent to him a.t Ioannina, who entered into a long and 
,tedious negotiation, which was studiously protracted by Ali, for rhe 

• The a"IOOr bu rniW in Pup. and here .pe .. u generally from obll!rnlion. 
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purpose of gaining time and watching any opportunity that might 
occur fot seizillg his un~\larded prey. In the mean lime the. poor 
victilD8 had been depri,,,-..! of the';r best lii,'nd: Colonel de Bosse!, 
being considered an unfit. agent in these transactions, was retieved 
from his post aod departed for England: other commissiOllt'rs Wf"r6 

appointed to value the property of the Parghiotes; Ali pourf"d his 
troops around their frontiers, and exertL-d every ner\'('~ to gain poS4 
session of the place by endeavol,ll'ing to '!lOW dissensions, to poison 
the water and bread of the inhabitants, to introduce a number 
of his adherents into the city by strutagem, and to terrify the propl. 
by the most horrid tllrcats and menacf'S of vengeance unless they sub­
mitted to his authority. All tl1t:'sC etfurts however were rebutted 
by their constant"y and vigilance: but being in daily expectatioo 
of seeing their country delivered over to their persecuOOT, they ne­
glected either to sow the ground or to engage in commercial specula~ 
nons; so that in addition to tbe rt."8t of their misf'ries , famine and 
want began to stal"e them in tbe face. In this state of distress, aug­
mented to the utmost by Ali'. agent., who prohibited all supplies 
wherever his authority extended, the ministers of religion,jo-incd by the 
primates, set a noble exumple of patriotism and liberality for the 
relief of their suffering hrethren; and by their means a supply of com, 
though scanty, was procured. 

At length appeared the new valuation of property, for which a 
sum less tban 150,000/. sterling was deemed an equivalent"' and 

• Thi. nluation "'d. I believ •• made between British and Alb.nian commiu ionen .. lone! and no 
::1oehiot 'llt'U allowed a voice in what 1 0 intim .. tely c~eml.'d. hi. intere.t.e. rr .. fair estimate had been 

of ~iot property. I know Ali Pasha egough to lSRy. that he Re,1t would. ha", become th9 
purchaser. \ViII .ny traveller in Greece. or .. ny other perlOn .cquainted witb tbtl sul)jec:C ... y that 
81,000 o( the iaett 011." ~ in tbe world {all die di.trict ill 'Which: Parg. i, lita_ i, called 
Elai.IM by Tbu~ qr' l~,.. (or tho .buadance eud eJl'cellence of tbeM treN) Ite not alone 
'Wortb '!DOni 'I111U1o tl. 'Whole .urn gnen by Ali ,.... for the PaTghiOttl tetrit0\'7' "l'Iri, I will nbture 
to "y. without f ... of contradiction, that the galMrinK of the fruit aloDt in an abundant ... on it 
wonh mote tUft ... ~iven for the lreM. .. An acre planted with nDti OT oli1lt., however arid or 
f'OCIky the fIOil ma, be. will 'flTJ euily be made worth ten time. ... much u an acre of the richeet corn 
kad." ~ OIl (be IA .. or M.otet, 'Y01. iii. p. '18. 
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afte.r some further delay, during which all remonstrances were answ.ered 
only by threats, preparations were at length made for the evacuatioD 
of Parga, which took place on the lOth of April, lR19, during the 
festival of Easter. 

The concluding details of this mournful hi.tory are extracted chiefly 
from the papers of the day, confirmed by the best authorities which 
I could procure. By the Lorc.1 High Commissioner's orders, the officer 
comruanding the British garrison at Parga made known to the in· 
habitauts, that according to arrangements made with Ali Pasha, a 
Turkish force was to enter their territory without delay; but that the 
English troops would remain for their protection until the emigration 
was complcteJ. On receiving this intimation, which was confirmed by 
the appearance of a large Ottoman force, the Parghiotes, having held 
a consultation, sent to inform the commandant, that such being the 
determination of' the British government, they had unanimously rt> 
solved, that should one sing"~ Turk enter their territory before all of 
them had a fair opportunity of quitting it, they would put to death 
their wives and children, and defend themselves to the last ej,tremity 
against any force, Turkish or Christian, that shoulll \· iolatc the solemn 
pledge which had been given tJlem. 

The English comma.I.!dant, perceiving by the preparQtioJls that 
their resolution was fixed, instantly dispatched information to tbe 
Lord High Commissioner at Corfu, who sent to expostulate with the 
Parghiotes. 'Vhen the British officers arrived at Varga, the iolla· 
bitants were disinterring the bones of their ancestors from the churches 
and cemeteries, and burning or burying them in secret place!5 to prevent 
their profanation by the Turks. The primates, with the protopapas at 
their head, assured the officers that the meditated sacrifice would he im­
mediately executed, unless they could stop the cntranee of the Turk. 
who bad already arrived near the frontier, and effectually protert their 
embarkation. This appeared to he no idle tbreat, and fortunately 
means 'lte", found wbicb prevailed witb tbe Ottoman commandau! 
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to halt his forces: in the mean time the Glas.gow frigate, which had 
been sent from Corfu, having arrh'ed, the t"mbarkation ('ommenced. 
It is 'Said that the appearance of this bra\'e people, kncding down to 
kiss for the last lime the land which gave them hirth, and watering: It 
with their tears, was a most affecting scene: some of them carried 
away a handful of the soil, to he a solaee in .Iwir mi~fi.)rtunes, an 
inheritance to their children, a memento of their wrongs, and a stimu­
lus to the recovery of their country: others took for the same pur­
pose a small portion of those sacred ashes from their pile. which had 
been once animated by the spirits of their forefathers, and many carried 
away the bones which they had not time to burn. '''' hen the bands of 
Ali Pasha Tp.achf'ti the wall!;, all wa~ solitude and silcllc{'. The city, 
as it has bl'( 'n observed, received its infidel garrison as Babylon or 
Palmyra salutes the Christian traveller in the desert-nothing hreathed, 
nothing moved; the houses were desolate, the nation was extinct, tlte 
bones of the dead were. almost consumed to ashes, whilst the only sign 
that Hving creatures had been there was the smoke slowly ' ascending 
from the funeral piles· . 

• In the above details, I pror(,!f<j myiWlf 10 bove been uninAuenn'li by IIny party feel ing~, and une~­
eil.ed by any tIlotiv9!\ 10 dl!lrliction. I am lOllil ly unll.l'quainted With the indlvlt.lulI1~ conllt!Cled. or 
~uppo<;t.od to bl! conncc:li:d. with the en,ion of Parga. and no one, 1 think, who bas rilld Ihl'St! plgtl:l. 
",ill accu.'le me or ·a de~ire to cRlumniate my country; a country whose C048t1tutifln I VIlII!;'rate and 
wbose v",ry lIlOil I love; but he \1\'110 lovell hi, own country bt'5t will be m05t tender of lhe ngbl,8 of 
a/heN!, and I own J have been anxiou,' thai every ,hadow of reproach ~hou!d l'al1i~h from the name of 
that country amon~t foreign nations, "nd that illl IDCil'lI! charaet!:!r for honour lind ~ner~ily should 
be prefdrved inviolate: having moreover been I rHld!:!nl upon tilt! rock of Parga and al!ll) te!lident 
in Albania, when the tyrant, whose blllory I bave undl'rwken to portray. made his fint attemp" 
apill.t tbot republic, 1 felt called upon to det\l.il fearlenly and impartially "very cireumalance 
of this unforlunate caBe, upon the authenticity of which] could rely. I preliuma hot to blame 
any individual, I wi~h Dot to euaperate sny party; but I wi~b e&rneltly to impreM upon a Govern­
ment wbich i, Illway. reedy to correct any o"e~lght in its politiea.1 melllurea, tbt! nece.aity of in'luirip.! 
Itrictly lI1d impartially iolo the cond.uct of it. agenta: it i. very euy to Opprelfl the oppr • .ect. and 11 
i. certain that tbe whola coatSnent rirlfPl with e.xc\amations. not more at tbe decreet made agaioR 
Puga than at the es.tmne ftonMtas with .... bicb thOM decr~8 h.ve been put into execution: a hartb. 
'*' ' ery diOereDt rro. that ~ and. UNraAty which appear 10 promigeg\ i. tIM ~b of the Lord 
High Commillioo.-' befo!,!! tb~ ~slati,e A..e:mb1y of the Ionian alates, OJI ~ 7th of April, 1SiG. 
Let the reader weiP we1l UI hill mInd tbe follo"lII! paragraphB, wbicb apf*: .... III tbe same paper with 
bja EJtcellency'. tpoech, and tben .. y whether lOme inquiry upon th" Important subject. whicb. co&­
,",mi .. lbe bODOllf of a great natiolt, ja not inditpeuMble. 
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The unfortunate exiles nre now principally at Corfll and Paxo, 
no longer a nation, no longer united by the same puhlic and pri­
,'a te ties; but houseless wanderers, either waitillg f(lr tile distribu­
tion of that miserable pittance which is called a compensa1ion 
for the loss of property, natal soil, and social existence, or living 
upon their copitol, already drained down by many expenses, and 
reducing themselves slowly to want and beggary. In the mean time 
the fierce implacable tyrant triumphs in their ruin and glories in 
his success at having wresred this last tract of Christian land from 
the hands of Christians. "As we pursued our way/' saY8 an en­
lightened English traveller-, "over the Thcssalian plain, the Alba­
nians frequently 'burst forth into clamorous war-songs in praise of the 

" On the 'l:td or November lut a notification on the part or Sir Thomas M.itlund waa made to the 
Parguinolo emlgr.nts who ure still at Corfu, informing them thol, up,m. cDTlnduQlion, his excellf!nCJ 
intend ed 10 rt'imlllll",t 10 fhem the dtlillctilln made for J,·cighl.i.lge IIf the monty broughl on boo,.,{ 1M 
EII/[Iil/l f,;glllt GII'I.'lmu/e, C~ptain Spenser, from Preveu. to ( :Orfll, ond other erptlW;;.; bUI that ha 
~hould exped from them, Ilflf' r ~lIch re imbursement, a recmpt in full for thl'! v~lue of Ihe prollerty tbeJ 
IllId Icfl at Parga. Tbry were 1I1!lO informed thaI, shullid Ihe JoniKn goverllment hnt' any ulloecupi~ 
landB, a grant would he malic 10 theIn, and a church built It Ihe expen,;e or Ihat government. 

" The all~Wf'r of thl' l'arg;Ullloto'll W,\~, that if the \l .. duct;un in que-;tion hod belln improperly eX8\.'1.Lod, 
thl'y did 1101 concelvu Ihat any condition!> cowld 00 imposed on rt'l!toring the Ilmount to tlUlm ; that DO 
{'onsideration, not I'ven the di~ tre~s whicb many of them were sufI't1ring at tue time, llliould //Idue/:! \helO 
to give .n acknowledgment ror an indemnification of which they had recei"ed only. !,lIrt. 'l'hol if 1\ 

wu hi8 eJ:C.,l\cIICY'. Intention to grant them lands, tbey begged that lueh [8nM . hould he !1tt'ClficaIlJ 
poi ntLod out. thllt it might be lloon whetht'r Iht'y wert' really ~u>!l'I'plible of cultivation, or ,terile ~nd un_ 
cultivatable, like the litt le island 01 Meganizi, of wlileh mention bad originally been made; th.t they had 
~nt depllli!'1! 10 Enghond \0 obtain rcdM~ for the wrongtl they had ~IJMta1Ued; lind that, until an answer 
Wall receivtd, it Willi not in their POWl'f to enler into any nl'w Ilrrang .. me[Jt~ . 

.. AUOlher accounl.tHles, thol Ali Puhll hns IIII('[Y made an olliclnl application to lhe British govern_ 
ment, f?r rei!"burecmt'nt of tb~ money.which he hHS paid InlO thl' ~~t\th of Sir 'fhom.,. l\·luithtll~, for the 
indemmllcaholl of the PnrgulllfllU ernlgn.nta wlm .b~ndoned Ihmr property. The r('lIlIOnl a,,!ngned by 
him for thill t'xtrnordinary rechlmation are SIIid to be prinC'ip.lly roundt.a on the violation of two secret 
agret'menta made belween him and Sir Thomas "Maitland . 'fhe fir~t reln te8 to a vromi!16 which he pr&o 
I('nds 10 118Vt' bf'.en n'aJe 10 him, thll.I the Briti.h government ~hould a~~I~1 him in p.)<iog the indemmty 
due to tilt' P,rguinolefl. which promiul Wa! not fulfilled, hI' h~\'ing hf'I'n obliged to pay the whole of the 
reduced indemnity, amounting to 15-0,000/. The second ref.,rs 10 a compsct mil-de at Prev_, at th. 
time Sir 1'homu Maithmd recf'ived Ihe abovementioned Mum, ncc()Tding to which Ali WM authorized to 
Mod to Corfu one 01 his agents, to be a member of the eommiuion appointed to wtll .. tbe c1.imll of the 
Pilrguinotes·; .nd this compact he declafetl to have bt.oen vio[.led alft o, .ince hi~ depUly wu not allowed 
to continue in that oommimon, allhough he wu received and in,,~\led as one of it, membera. otJ which 
exciuaion the !'4'l'It entered a form!!.l protflllt." 

• J, B. Wript. Esq. f0::110 ..... of JesUI college, Cambridg •• 
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great deeds of Ali 1)~lSha. The chorus of one was-That his last action 
had surpassed aU the preceding, for he had made the Ch,.isfirJ1ls' Land 
become a part of Turkey-alluding to that brilliant achievement the 
cessum '!f Par.![ a. " 

Soon after the c\"acuation of this lInfortullatc city, it is said that Ali 
callie to \ jew hj ~ lle'wi)" Hc<]uir{'u ten-itory, with the beauty, fertility, and 
happy :-ituaLioll of wlJich he was so much struck us to confess he W,IS 
nut ~urJlri ... cd at the determined resistance made by the inhabitant<; 
again!-.L iJis attacks. Dut it is not thc occupation of Jlarga that will 
cOIl~cnt his ambitious mind, although its po~scs!'iion makl's him 1113St{'l" 

of continental Greece ii"oIn the Attic boundary of .Parnes to the ruggt'ti 
mountains of 1I1),ricl1m" As IO\lg a':l he Iivcs he will ('Xl'!'t nil hi!o! 
cllcrgicl) to gain it footing ill the Ionian island!;, anu uJ-loI) his dcath~bed 
he will bequt'llth these sentiment!; to his suceC::iSOI". The late insur~ 
rections in Santa MauTa, which have not been quelled without much 
bloodshed, may shew upon what a frail tellure thi!; island is held in the 
vicinity of so powerful and ambitious a potentate whom England has 
taught to despise rather than to fear her, 

We have thus brought the history of this extraordinary man to a 
close. In estimating his character we must'" not he d<.iJo:~leJ by a flame: 
the splcndour of ('onquest is too apt to mislead the judgment anu 

throw into shade those vicf's which darken and deform the portrait. 
The epithet" great" must not be indiscriminately applied to the hero 
who treads the strait path of glory in labouring for the advantage uf 
his fellow~creatures, and to the daring adventurer, who, following the 
crooked ways of an interested policy, and unrestrained by any con-
8cientious scruples, practises upon the simplicity and abuses the con­
fidence of mankind, for the organization ofindividual despotism. 

The great basis of Ali's chaNcter is extreme sel6shne8s, aDd he pos­
iesseB many qualities positi,vc and negative, natural and acquired, 
whieh are well adapted to promote this ruling pa¥ion. He bas fell' 

1 
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feelings in Common with the rest of men: he regard:-. all human heings 
as o~jects ca1culated to advance his own views :md intcrp ... t .. , ,~hil"t hi~ 
very successes have resulted as milch from a dcficiL'llf'Y in hUll1an .. y m­

pathies and moral virtues, 8S from his talents and his courag<'. I\() pity, 
no remorse ever turned him aside from the o~jt'ct of his pllr'iuil: " .. illl 
him faith and ju~tjce are but terms invented to dupe the ignorant or 
unsuspecting; and the most favourite art with which he is acquainted 
is that of deceiving all mankind. 

Deprived of the advantages of early education, hi:-. stuoy has been 
the human h('.<\rt, and with the intricacies of' that complicated labyrinth 
he is well acquainted: the native vigour of his genius readily suppli~ 
expedients for the snggestions of his ambition, and his moral cour(Jge 
always rises in proportion to the exigencies that require it. He Ilas a 
quick perception of circumstances, and very rarely allows the oppor~ 
tunities of action to escape him: he possesses decision, and that deci· 
~ion is followed by the most indefatigable persevprance: he feels his 
ground before he commences operations. but never neglects to go 
where fortum' ~t'elll~ to point: he is p;ifted with the talent of discover. 
ing amongst his followers the fittest instruments to be employed and 
the most faithful guardians to be intrusted j nor does he allow the 
etiquette of' oriental dignity to prevent his communication with society 
and intercept the knowledge thence to be acquired. He has dexterity 
enough to dazzle the multitude, and strength of mind to discard many 
national p~iudices which might oppose his advancement. He aUaches 
his troops to his interest not more by no ready participation in their 
hardships, difficulties, and dangers, than by the easy familiarity with 
whieh he engages their confidence or flatters their vanity, and by the 
ability with which he associates their military enthusiasm with his suc­
cess anu identifies their glory with his own. He is a great master of 
political intrigue, and so versed in the arts of simulation and dissimula ... 
tion, that he has not only deceived his own government, but every 
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other which has attempted to turn him to its advautnge: each in 
turn has discO\'creo its plans bdrayecJ. and itself deserted, as soon as a 
more powerful ally or a more belleficial cause attracted his regards. 
U Divide and conquer," is his fiwollrite motto: he has no remorse in 
setting father agaiIl3l son and son agaiust futher, brother against 
brother, <nul Ji'iL'lId H~;linsl friclllJ: ilJ cvt!ry 10wu or district which 
attraets his cupidity, dissensions arc studiously prollloted, jcalousy and 
distrust increased, and intestine wars excited to disunite the inhabit­
ants and desolate the country: he then procures for himself an invita~ 
tion as an ally or arbitrator, when he contrives to eject hoth the innocent 
aDd guilty, and relllains master of tile contested territo!'y. His perfidy 
is more than Punir-: lie will make a treaty und violate it in the saUle 
hour: he will allure his adversaries iuto his power by the kindest words 
and fairest promh;cs, and then destroy them without compunction. 
His desire of vengeance is deeply seated, knows no limits, and jn· 
creases by delay; neither does he possess the least portion of that 
magnanimity of soul which can requite valour and generosity in a foe. 
In discourse he is equally skilful at discovering the scntimcnt..'i of 
others, and veiling his own amidst impenetrable obscurity. As his 
actions seldom correspond with his promises, so his looks rarely indi­
cate his thoughts: he can throw into his manners and his countenance 
the appenrance of frank honesty and an affectation of gentleness, 
whilst rage and fury fester in his heart: he frequently seems O1ost gay, 
when he is inwardly torn by chagrin, and most courteous when he 
meditates the darkest deeds. Yet Ali is not wantonly savage, nor 
does he require, like a Djezz.r Pash., to be lulled to rest with the 
cries of innocent and agonized victims; let his own safety or even 
his interest be endangered or threatened, and no principles of religion, 
no ties of friendship, no dues of gratitude, will restrain him in his. 
sanguinary career. 

AI Ali gazee at power with an eagle'. eye, 50 be clinga to wealth with 
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the appetite of a vulture. His avarice is so excessive that one might 
almost think his desire of dominion proceeded from the wish of grati. 
fying this insatiable cupidity. In procuring wealth he ha!i recourse not 
only to a legal revenue, hut to the meanest artifice~ and. the most 
shameful extortion. He has not political knowledge enough to sec 
that the encouragement of commerce and agriculture, with equitable 
Jaws and financial arrangements, would, by an increase of capital and 
extension of credit, augment his revenue and support his government; 
but he prefers to fill his treasury by forced avanias and grievous exac­
tions, annihilating industry and stifling a)l the bounties of nature in 
their birth. A vast deposit is always kept unemployed and used as the 
exigency of the times may require; when this is satisfied, the expendi­
ture is replaced hy additional contributiolJ~. The great repository of 
this stationary wealth. to the amount, as I was informed, of more than 
two millions sterling. is a lofty tower in the garden of his seraglio at 
'J'epcleni; but he possessc:i also jewels of immense value, wilh nume_ 
rous slores of furniture and utensils of all kinos, which he has pillaged 
not only from individuals but from cities and towns taken by assault 
or received under his protection. On one occasion he distributed 
many thousand pounds weight of brass kettles, pots, and such imple­
ments, to the French engineers at Ioannina, for the purposes of a 
cannon foundery which they had established by his orders. 

To no art does he owe more of his success than to that of bribery. and 
his gold has often penetrated into those places which were proof against 
his arms: neither does his inordinate avarice repress, but rather pro­
motes this system, for he scarcely ever fails to recover the bribes sooner 
or later with interest, whilst the lite or liberty of the traitor is sacrificed 
to his skilful hypocrisy: yet with the power of assuming the most win­
ning manners and clothing his stern countenance in ~omplacent smiles, 
he cootri\'cs to draw fresh victims into his fatal snares, directs their 
villauy to hi. own advantage, and persuading each d.luded votary that 
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his furtune will be more prosperous than that of others, overwhelms 
at last both adversaries and adherents in a common ruin. He once 
gave a man a bO\lyourdec to kill allother wbo was nbllOxioll!i to him: 
the hloody deed \HIS perpetrated, but the as~assin found in the pocket 
of his victim a similar bouyourdec for his own destruction. He car­
ried it to the vi zi r, ,and cxprcs!:icd some siglls of astonishment; when 
Ali, Jaugiliug, replied, "Hey murrie, if I had not gi\'cll him this, he 
would never have put himself in your way, and yon would have had 
no chance of effecting your purpose." In fact, the tyrant wished to 
get rid of both or either of them. 

Let us now contemplat.e the portrait ill a light which will perhaps 
show some of it .. fi:aturrs ill a morA iJgrceablr~ point of view. Though 
we l'auno1 ~ivc our unqualified admiration to any man, however bril­
liant may have been his career, whose actions have been directed 
solely by self.interest and discoloured by the mo~t glaring "ices, and 
though it is easy for a despotic tyrant to benefit one part of the com· 
munity by oppressing another, or excite the admiration of future 
generations, by adding to the miseries of the preliCnt race, slill we 
ought to estimate the character of a person with a reference to the habits 
of his country, the system of his cdm:ation, nnll the pl'inc.:iplcs of his 
religion, keeping in view also the example which others, placed in 
similar situations, exhibit for his imitation. 

Dearing in mind these considerations, I should pronounce the 
people of A.lbania comparatively happy, whether reierenee be made to 
their own state before the consolidation of Ali's power, or to that 
which still exi.ts in other parts of the Turkish empire. In one case 
the contiguity of many small, fierce, independent tribes, engendered 
constant and implacable discord. If blood was shed even by acci­
dent, vengeanre,. uncontrouled by law and intrusted to individual 
discretiQII •• wa1IPwed up all otber passions and relll/ered society II 
scene of terrar amI Jlusnicion. So law)p.II.!il were the natives of these 
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wild mountains \hat en:)'y defile und rock was rife with muskets 
aimed against the unwary traveller or the unprotected mcrrhant; jf 
he escaped with life, his property was plundrrcd and llis prrs{J1\ sold 
into slavery: to such an extent did brigalldage prevail that agriculture 
was neglected, commerce languished, the very arts of ci\tjlization 
began to disappear, ancl the whole lanel to present one unvm-icd scene 
of poverty and wretchedness. In the other casC', I me;1Jl that \vhich 
regards the general state of the Ottoman empire, it is suflicient to 
allude only to that horrible theocratic principle which makes· power 
dcpentl solely upon faith, and convcrts every Mahometan zealot into a 
remorseless tyrant. On the contrary, in Albania, though ali arc sub­
ject to one mighty despot, no petty tyrants are permitted to exist, nnd 
protection is given equally to the Turk, the Greek, and the AJbanian, 
against the aggressions of each other. Relip;ious toleration is freely 
granted, and the regularity of monarchical power has in some measure 
succeeded to the filctions of aristocracies anli republics. There exists 
at present a security in these dominions which we sbould ~ek in vain 
where the baneful influence of the Crescent elsewhere extends: a 
police is organized. robbers nre extirpated, roads and canals are made 
or repaired, rivers are rendered navigable, so that the I.llen;hant t.:au 
now traverse the Albanian districts wjth satety. and UIC traveller with 
convenience; agriculture in spite of all obstack:s improves, commerce 
increases, and the whole nation advances perhnp!J unconsciously to.. 
wards higher destinies and greater happiness. 

With regard to the domestic habits of Ali Paslia, his attentioll to­
business, and the distribution of his time, arc amongst the most ex· 
traordinary. So jt'illou'S is he of POWt'f, that he rarely calls .UpOD 

the services of his ministers, but transacts all affairs of government 
himself. He rises very early in the morning, and. takes a. cup of 
coffee with hi~ pipe: he then gives audience to his various officers, re.., 
ceiv .. petitions and decid.s cause" pronounces judgnlent, settles the 
concerns of his army, ua\'y, and revenue, till nOOQ.j he tlEn dines upon 
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,"cry frug~l fare, a few plain dishes, and a moderate portion of wine. 
After dinner he sleeps for all hour or two, alltl then srnokes Ilis houka 
whilst he is occupied in similar o('c lipati l" }s till six or se\'cn o'dock at 
night, or even muclilatcr: he afterwards tukes his supper anci retiJ'f's to 
his harem. ]n the ex peditious which he ii'('quclltly lIIukf's through vari· 
ons parts of his domini(lns, he will sometimes partake ohile frugal tilre 

·of a cottagr.r, .HId sleep beneath his humble root No one knows be· 
fordmnd where he intends to transact the busillf'SS of the day: some­
times he fixes upon the Serai of Lilaritza, sometimes thCtt of the 
Castron, aQd often he retires to the gal'Jcns of the Kiosk, or to some 
one of the numerous tenements which he possesses bOlh within and 
without the rit)'. 'Vhcre11cr he mAy be, a large quantity of Albanian 
troops arc generally seen scattered about, in their white capotes, wait­
ing for his exit. This extraordinary attention to business is produc. 
tive of great inconvenience to his su~iects, for i~ spite of all his quick­
ness in decision, and the impossibihty of appeal, a vast accmnlilation 
necessarily takes place, especially during his frequent absence from the 
capital. 

He is not at all strict, and is thought by no means sincere, in the 
article of religion. He visits a mosque but 011('(' in the yC'ar, at the 
festival of the Ramazan, when lie goes in grand procession. His 
mind, strong as are its natural faculties, being untutored in philosophy 
or scieucc, and unaided by religious truths, clings to the marvellous 
and bends beneath the power of superstition: hence it is that he is 
!,'featly alarmed at thunder and earthquakes, at which times probably 
remorse /inds an opportunity of applying her vindictive lash. 

Hi lUut qui trepidaut at ad omnia fulgura J*tlent. 

He believes. in charms. and think. that chemical combinations of 
matter might be discovered. which would cure all dise...,.. and pro­
long life to an indefinite ""tent; this makes him often the dupe of 
cunning and dI:oigning men. 
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Though strongly addicted to sensual lusts, and proud of the success 
which formerly attended his amours, he pretends to take great concern 
in the morals of his people, and perhaps no town eXlqls where public 
prostitution is so se\'erely punished as at loannina. In his exterior de­
portment he discovers little of that ostentation which often sits so awk_ 
wardly upon persons who have risen to very exalted stations. Ali on 
the contrary is affable and condescending as weJI to strangers as to his 
own subjects. His firmness of mind and command over himself is 
well iIlu.trated in the following anecdote. In the year 1813, .. he 
was inspecting some repairs in the great serai of the Castron, a large 
block of stone fell from a scaffold upon I.is .houlder, and laid him 
prostrate on the ground. Everyone present thought he was killed, 
and a !:,reneral alarm was spread: but Ali, though seriously hurt, 
orde-red a horse to be equipped instantly, upon which he mounted and 
rode round the ci!y, with a single Albanian attendant, without dis­
covering the least mark of pain, though he bad received a wound 
which confined him several weeks to his bed. After his recovery he 
told Mons. Pouqueyille that he acted thus to assure his people of his 
safety, and to de.prive his enemies of the pleasure of thinking he was 
likely to die. 'fhe consul replied, that every mao had his enemies, 
but he could not think those of his highness went so far as to desire 
his death. "What?" said Ali, " there is not a minute of the day in 
which they do not offer up prayers to heaven for my destruction: how 
can it be otherwise? for forty years I have been doing every thing bad 
to every body: in this period I have caused 30,000 persons to be 
hung and put to death in various ways; and they know that if I live 
longer I shan do more: would you have them not hate me then? their 
hatred however will not affect my health,"- and upon this he burst 
into his usual Sardonic laugh *. In his dress Ali i. generally plain and 

• 1 had tBi. anecdote, not from Mr. PouqlleTille. but from another penon wbo wu preteDt at the 
confllll'8llea. 
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simple, although some particular parts of it display the magnificence of 
a sovereign. In person he is about the middle size, but his body being 
long in proportion to his legs, he apprars to t.he greatest advantage on 
horseback, Of when seated upon.,the sofa of his divan. He was ex· 
tremely urtive in his youth, but had become unwieldy by reason of his 
corpulency sf'vera) years before OUf arrival in Ioannina; and I undcr~ 
stanci, that since our departure, his increased bulk has tended so greatly 
to sour his temper, and urge him on to so many acts of wanton cruelty, 
that his character is likely to take a stain of much deeper dye than it 
had before acquired. One of my Albanian correspondents, in a letter 
which I have Jately received, expresses a sentiment on tbis suhject, 
very similar to that of the Pel::;iaJl grandee, who never left his mo~ 
narch's apartment without being inclined to feel with his hand 
whether his head was upon his shoulders. The following instances 
have been related to me of his atrocious ferocity .• In the year 1816 
he laid waste, without any pretext, the whole canton of Kimarra, 
burning aU the villages, and turning the poor inhabitants adrift upon 
the wide world, to subsist upon the charity of their neighbours. In 
the year following. one of those young Albanian pages whom I have be­
fore mentioned as belonging to the Seraglio. stole some article of 
trifling vaJue. The chief eunuch reported it to the vizir, who ordered 
the poor youth to be cast into the leopard's dcn at tllC entrance of 
the Kiosk. This cruel command was immediately put into execution; 
but the animal, by constant association with the guards had become so 
tame, that he began to fawn upon his victim, and play with him, in­
stead of tearing him in pieces. The circumstance was reported to 
Ali; and the tyrant, more ferocious than the beast of prey, ordered 
the wretched boy to be cut 'alive into ,mall pieces, and then Ibrown 
back to be devoured. 

As Ali is now more than seventy years of age, and bas for many 
yean past been the prey of a mortal disease, his dissolution cannot be 
far distant, when the reins of power must drop from that iron hand 
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which has long held them with so firm a grasp. On this ('vcnt his 
three sons will probably be competitors for his throne. ~1ouchtar the 
eldest, having not one virtue to re-commend i1inl I,ut his martial 
courage, has made no progress at all during his residence ill Albania 
to secure the affections of any class among his father's sl\~icct!" C},.­

cept perhaps a portion of the Albanian soldiery. Brutallcrocity, de­
grading sensuality, and monstrous perfidy, are the leading features of 
his character: he is considered as forgetful of f.rlVours and a deserter 
of his thencis, without any portion of that political talent which might 
enable him to retain dominion, if fortune gave it into Ilis hands. 

Vely Pasha, the vizir's second son, is in many points of character 
totally different both from his rather and his elder brolher. He is COI1-

sidered the most accomplished gentleman in the 'I'urkish dominions, 
and tllough a strong bigot to the Mahometan faith, has a decided taste 
for the habits, arts, and luxuries of civilized Europe. Dissipated to 
excess. he is generous in his prodigality, though the indulgence of his 
inordinate passions often urges him on to acts of the wust rapacious 
injustice. He lias a fine person, aided by the most engaging mall~ 
neTS, with much natural sagacity and good sense: nor is he devoid of 
courage, or uninfluenced by the love of military glory. In his political 
career he has devoted himself constantly to the interests of hjs lawful 
sovereign, and probably there does not exist a more attached and 
fruthful suhject of the Porte. When he held tbe government of tlie 
Motf'a, he received a proposal from the inhabitants of the flourishing 
isles of Hydra Spezie and Poros, to place themselves under his pro­
tection, aud pay the tribute to him instead of the Capudan Pasha. His 
father Ali would have gladly accepted such an offer, and lought with 
the Capudan l)asha for his possession; but Vely, in a court.eous aDd 
conciliatory manner declined it, and recommended the islanders to ~ 
main peaceable and submissive to lawful authority. Vcly aspires to 
the high .. ! posts in the empire, but the Porte hitherto has not thought 
proper to indulge him in his wishes; it prefers keeping him in the 
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vicinity of hi. father, since there is no doubt but that the Sultan would 
SUp[lOft him in his attempt to succeed Ali in his dominion, in order, 
by his means, to recover tholic provinces which are now in some mea· 
sure disjointed from the Ottoman empire. In that event Vely would 
abandon all those foreign relations which arc courted hy his father. 
and wou]tl own implicit allegiance to the Sultan: 011 this account 
there is a Jurge party of Osmanli Turks who fi1.VOl1r his pretensions, 
and exult secretly in the hope of recovering that power which they used 
formerly to exercise O\'er their Christian slaves. 

Salce Bey, the "izir's youngest son, whom he himself evidentl}" 
designs for his succeSSOI", is now about twenty-onc years of age, the 
son of a CircassJall ::,hiVC. '''hell we were introduced to him at his 
residence in the fortress of Argyr<rCastro, he appeared to he a youth 
of good understanding and amiable disposition, but his dJal'actcr was 
not then developed: it is said that he possesses most of his father's 
good qualitieit and some of his vices. He has a fair complexion, with 
a pleasing countenance, very much resembling that of Ali in his 
youthful days. Those who are beat acquainted with the vizir's elm· 
Tacter and sentiments are decided in their opinion that hc intends 
Salee Bey for his successor, and that if he Jives five years longer h(' 
will ensure the accomplishment of this design. It is supposed that 
the great fortress of Argyr().Castro was built on purpo!'e to give him 
that strong hold as a residence amidst hi. father's faithful clan, and an 
opportunity of rendering himself his successor in their affections: the 
mode of his education, which, whilst it improved his mind, hardt'ned 
hi. con.titution, tended to qualify him for this undertaking. His food 
was plain, and his ex.ercise regular; he was obliged even to carry 
bricks and stones,. and submit to the same labour as the common work­
men, in the construction of the fortifications, whilst his .tutors and the 
governor were enjoined (0 exact tbe most implicit deference to their 
command.. For .everal years pa.t all the landed property purch.sed 
by Ali bas been regi.tered in the name of Salee Bey, whil,t hi. im-
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Inense stock of jew<'1s and the contents of his treasuries arc aJl in­
tended to support this soo's prctrnslOns after his own d{'('ease. With 
this view abo he hns put to drath so many pa .. has und beys, and 
endeavoured to exterminate all those indt>pendrnt Alhanian chiefs 
whose 1itrllggJrs to regain their power wight intt>rtere with the in_ 
terests of his heir. 11' hf' lives much longer, the whole race will be 
extinct. As they are lIC'uriy all MaholJlctans, the indignation of the 
Turks against Ali is tin greater than that of any other class amongst 
his suhjects, and they would gladly join any power that would give 
them assi~tance in throwing off his yoke. 

The Ottoman Porte, which has been long convinced of his insi­
dious designs and treacherous system, and has long lamented its own 
blindness, intl(,li1'ity, and temporizing policy, would gladly hurl him from 
that pinnacle of power to which Ius VIces and his valour have raised 
him: but this is now impossible; the old eagle is too strong upon his 
pinions fur the Porte to curb hi!) flight. and the mountain barriers of 
Epirus1 defended hy their Alhanian palikars, arc not to be scaled by a 
set of Turki~h janissarit's. No nlan knows better than Ali this decre. 
pitude and imbecility of the Ottoman empire, the want of prompt 
decision in its councils and of communication whh its provinces, the 
relaxation of that military systt'm wbich once kept the worJd ill awe, 
the rapacity of its officers. the dissatisfaction of its suhjects, the dimi­
nution of its population, and every other sign of a ~tate tottering upon 
the vt'ry bril)k of destruction: it is said that he entertains serious ideas 
of throwing off that nominal allegiance to the Porte which he has 
hitherto profcsst·d, and of assuming the title, as he hils long a ... sumed tfie 
authority, of an independent sovereign. In the mean time the follow~ 
ing anecdote, which is extracted from a letter dated Constantinople, 
April, 1820, and inserted in the ~"taT, will sht'w with what audacity he 
dares inslilt his sovereign, and beard the lion in his very den: 

U An affair has just occurred here which has caused a grt·at deal of 
nUlse. Two Albanians, on horseback, rode briskly up to the ooor 
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of the Grand Signor's chamberlain, Pashow Bey, and on the 
chambedaiu's looking out at his window to know what they wallt~ 
ed, they hoth fired their pislol, at him. The balls whizzed pa,t the 
bey's head, fortunately without touching him. The assassins in~ 

atantly scllmpered off at tull gallop by the road to Adrianople. A 
well-mouul(,d party was in a few minutes in pursuit of them, and at 
a village about sixty miles off they came up with one of the fugitives, 
whom they seized and brought back to Constantinople; the other 
effected his escape. The Albanian in custody refused at first to say 
<) word in explanation of the ext.raordinary and daring adventure in 
which he had been engaged, but, on being put to the rack, he COli· 

fes.'ied. what was generally bclievt:d tu be the case, that he and his 
companion had been hired by the famous Ali Pasha to murtler IJashow 
Bey. 

u Tbe fact, I understand, is, that this is on1S one of many machi~ 
nations on the part of Ali Pasha to take away the life of the eham~ 
berlain, against whom he appears to have conceived an ullextillgtli~h~ 
able batred. The hitltory of Pashow Bey, for years past, lm~ been 
nothing but a narrative of hair-breadth escapes from the vengeance or 
his persecutor. At one time, by mealls or bril)t'ry and intrig ue, Ali 
Pasha contri\'ed to procure a selltcncc of death frum the Porte :lgaill ~ t 

him, to escape which Pashow Hey fled into Egypt, from the \-';ceroy 
of which he received pl'Otecbon. 

If While residjng at Alexandria, some Albanian marin~rs called Oil 

him, and solicited his advice, as a cOllntryman, as to tile disposal 
of ""me good~ which they said they had just brought into the harbour, 
aDd which they wished him to go on board their small bark to inspect. 
P.show had learnt by this tilDe tbe danger of being too confiding; he 
sent a person to make a private survey of the Albanian vessel, who re~ 
ported that, illlltead of being -laden with goods, she was all in sailing 
'trim, ready tostnrt at a moment's noticf'. Pasbow, of course, declined 
the friendly invitation of hi. countrymen, who, finding themselves 
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baulkc(l in their too obvious de.:iign, left the port with all possible ex­
prciition. The circulHstan('e coming to the <'ar of the viceroy!O 
str(,ll,!!,tlicncd the intt'rcst which he had taken in P}to:,how Bey, that he 
applied in his be'half to the Grand Signor. from whom hI' obtainw a 
revocation of the sentence of death, and permission to Pashow to re­
turn to Constantinople, where he has since resided. 

H The Sultan, I am told, was 80 incensed at this Jast audacious at. 
tempt of Ali Pasha's that he had determint·d to visit him with his 
utmost dispJeagurc; but he has since adopted a more cautious but per. 
haps as seven' a policy. He has appoin!<-'d new governors to a Dum .. 

ber of military po~ts. particularly of tile principal passes into Albania, 
whidl have been hitherto allowed to be held by per.;ons of Ali's a~ 
pointment. This i::i supposed to be a great step towards the ultimate 
downfal of this formidable partisan. His agents have been also sent 
away from the capital, and aU property of Ali's in their hands has been 
seized." 

Tlw Sultan has acted wisdy in adopting the more cautious line of 
policy. It is perhap~ practicable ior him to dispossess Ali P<lsha of 
those governments which he holds, by means of subordinate agents, (,n 
the ('astern side of Pindus: but an attempt to eject him from Epirus, 
would prohably have no other result than to show , the real weak­
ness of the Ottoman go\'ernment and to hasten its uownfaL Even the 
govt·rnors who shall be (.Ippointcd to the Thessalian or Macedonian eli.,.. 
tricts taken from Ali must hold them at his discretion, for no force 
which they, or ('ven the Porte can establish, will prt"'ent him from 
thundering oown lIpon their plains from his mouutain holds, wasting 
tiu:'ir territories, burning their cities, and carrying off their persons to 
imprisonment or death. The gradual and natural cit'cay of Ali's 
POW( rs seems to be the only remedy which the l)ortc can now con­
template for those evils to which its unguarded policy gave rise ~ this 
decay ind...,d has been for .ome time past perceptible. and though the 
faculties of his mind are t;till in full villour. his cOTDoreal streDRth is 



VIEWS REGARDING HIS SUCCESSOR. 

daiJy yielding before the attack. of an incu·rable disease: so that before 
these memoinoJ meet the public eye, there is an equal chance, whether 
he be seated on a throne, or the tenant of a tomb. 

Such is the present state of Ali Pasha, his sons, his suhjects, and his 
government: probabJy by this time he finds, or if he lives much longer 
he will find, that the elevated station to which his talents aided by his 
crimes have raised him, is unable to secure for him so much happiness 
as falls to the lot of an humble and contented peasant upon his wild 
mountains; for if injustice is ever visited with punishment, or crimes 
made their own ministers of vengeance in this world, it is when the jn· 
firmities of age creep sJowJy on a tyrant, when activity and bustlc are 
no longer suiled to his strength, nod his habitual restlessness cannot be 
appeased; when a sense of approaching death excites a certain indescrib­
able fear of retribution, and conscience hoJds a mjrror to his view where­
in every action is rellected which was instigated by the selfish and male­
volent passions. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Vi.~it to Mr. Pouqueville-His Opinion respectiug Parga-Visit to 
Jt,{ouchtar Pasha-Adve1lture of a Robber-Accident at Signore Ni­
colo's IIo/tse-.sup~l'.stitwlls of !liustaja- Old Tatar set.~ out on hi!! 
Pilgrimage to Mecca- Spring at lommina- Appearance of Hou,ks 
and Storks-Excursio" to the Nor/A '!f Albania-Zitza-Fall of the 
Kalamas or Thyamis- Tzarovina-Vizir's Powder-Mil18-Delvinaki­
Misery of its Inhabitants-Inscription "pari a Church-Vio/cul Conduct 
of Mustafa-Valley of Deropuli-Rtiflections thereon-Palaia-Epis_ 
copi-Snuff Manufactory-Libochobo-Remains crf Adrianopolis- Ap­
pearance if' Argyro-Castro-Albanian Soldier$-Captain Gianko­
Cries of Women for the Dead-Description of Argyro-Castro-Illspec­
lion of the Fortress- Visit to Salte Bey the 17;2.ir'$ youngest .son-7'he 
unfortunate Demetrio Anastasi-Statistical Paper sent by tlu' ~ishop 
of A.rgyro-Castro-Mi,take of the A.uthor ""peeting tlte BeaTel·. 

MARCH 5th.-This morning we received an invitation to dinner 
with Mona.. Pouquevillc, at which time we learned all the particulars 
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VISIT 1'0 MOUCIITAR PASHA. 

of Ali's attack and massacre at Aja, as well as his defeat by the valiant 
and patriotic Parghiow.. Our conversation to-<lay turned chiefly 
upon this event, and the consequences that might he expected to 
en!ue from it. It is not very consoliug now to reflect upon the sen­
timents of the French consul upon this subject. He seemed fully 
aware that Parga would eventually change Frencb for British protec­
tion, but he exulted in the prospect of its fate, Rnd paid those compli­
ments to our national faith wbicb are particularly gratifying from the 
acknowledgment of a generous enemy. I recollect the almost enthu­
siastic fondness wbicb he expreooed for the character of the'Parghiotes, 
with which his frequent residence amongst. them had made him well 
acquainted; a character 'Which we invariabJy found acknm",'ledged by 
all who had similar opportunities of observing it, and which our own 
sojourn upon their rock tended strongly to confirm. And for whom 
did Briti.h authorities think proper to expatriate thi. interesting people, 
and to rivet tbe fetters of Greece I 

Next day we called upon Mouchtar Pasha at his serai. He received 
uo with civility, and confirmed the intelligence of the capture of Ai", 
tbough he studiously concealed the defeat before Parga. The mention 
of these evenOJ turned the conversation to his own exploits at the 
attack of Prev ... , where he headed the charge of Albanian cavalry, 
aDd drove in the out-posts. Like the generality of these warriors he 
boasted much of' his 0'"' valour, and expressed a contemptuous opi­
nion of the French which they little deserved: had they possessed a 
single troop of cavalry, probably Mouchtar would not have lived to 
tell the tale; nor would Pre..,... have fallen so ea~y a prey, had the 
French troops heen properly ·supported. As we sat smoking our pipes 
in lOCial convene, a ~tary of the pasha's came to inform him that 
a desperate leader -of banditti, ... ho bad long infested the forest. of 
Acamania, bad voluntarily surrendered himself, and deoired to make 
the ad"ration (we""''';''') upon condition of receiving pardon and em­
pIaoyaJent. In tbis ceremony !be criminal proattatleo himself hefure 
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ACCIDENT AT .IGNORE NICOLO'S HOUSE. 1lI7 

the chief and ki,setI the hem of his garment, after which bi, life i. safe 
whatever. may have been the crimes he has committed. Mouchtar 
admitted the man to this expiatory rite, but in so doing he incurred 
the diopleasure of his father, whose vengeance was implacable against 
thilr individual, who had committed the malt atrocious excesses and 
long eluded all attempll to take him. To give up the plea,ure of 
revenge is Dot compatible with Ali's Dature; whilBt, on the other hand, 
to violare the customs of his country and destroy all confideDce be­
tween himself and his old companions the kleftes was thought adverse 
to good policy. In this dilemma therefore he released tbe man, and 
gave him safe conduct to the baunts of his associates, determining to 
wait patiently until chaDco or a diligent police should again briDg the 
culprit into his grasp. 

Having left Mouchtar we paid a visit to young Mahmet Pasha, 
with whose conversation, as at all other times, we were highly in­
terested, and then returned home to be witnesses of a catastrophe 
which had nearly laid all IoaDDiDa in ashes. On this day we had in­
vited a party of natives to dinner, and Antonietti, that he might 
do honour to us and give satisfaction to our gue.ts by his .kill in 
cookery, had ligbted a fire to which the vizir'. kitcheD itself could 
.carcely have aJforded a parallel: but the hoU<e8 in tbi. country are 
not built to stand fire; iDdeed, 80 seldom io a GreciaD hearth ilIumi­
Dated by any thiDg like a blaze, tbat the architect tak .. no precaution 
to secure the beam eDds of the upper story which may jut into the 
cbimDey. Sucb was the case in the present instaDce; a large dry 
beam coming into contact with Antonietti's flame, took fire, aod the 
smoke soon ascended tbrough the roof: luckily this was formed of pan­
tiles inltead of tbatch, or the next messenger dispatched to the vi.ir 
might have told bim • half biB Troy was burnt:' for as more than one 
balf the bou.e, in all instances, i, construcred of wood, whilst the 
modern in¥eDtion of a water..,ngine bas Dot yet found ill way to loan­
niDa, and moreover, a. a high wind finely calculared to spread a coo-
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128 SUPERSTITIONS or MUSTAFA. 

flagration was then blowing, Antonietti ,'cry narrowly escaped gaining 
a niche in the Temple of Fame by the side of Erostratus. On our arri\'al 
we found every body and every thing in confusion; but Signore Nicolo 
alarmed not 1ess for hjs head than for his house, mounted the roof with 
uncommon agility, aud acted the part of fireman : tearing off some 
dozens of the tiles, nnd exposing the enemy to view, he cooled his 
courage by the application of successive buckets of water, which we 
banckd up to him, and Ioannina was saved: but the dinner was 
spoiled; and our guests were taught to sympathise with the Horatian 
party in their misfortune at Beneventum. 

Ubi sedulUI ho~pc~ . 

PIeUC "J.il macro~ dum turd09 ven al In igne. 

This however was not the only misfortune we experienced: the 
French consul, llaving understood that we gave an entertainment, 
kindly sent some sausages to garnish a turkey: these having been 
saved from the wreck, were amongst the articles dressed for dinner, 
none of' the party recollecting that pork was a principal ingredient in 
their composition: but Mustaf8. was too good a Mussulman to forget 
it, and no sooner did his olfactory nerves give him notice that this 
infernal viand was to compose a part of our teast, than he consigned 
us aU over to perdition, and with every mark of horror and disgust 
picturro. in his countenance, packed up his goods and retreated to 
his little den within the castron. At the expiration of two days, when 
he thought the house was tolerably purified. he re-appeared. bnt 
refused to break bread with us until Demetrio had washed every dish 
Bnd platter in his presence, and we assured him that no more of tbis 
abomination should come under our roof. Mr. Parker indeed con­
trived to persuade him that he had not partaken of the sau.age., and 
by that mean. gained a step o.er me in his affections which I was 
never able to recover: as for Antonietti, who cooked the trash, he 
loqked upon him with infinitely greater abhOlTellee than if )Ie. bad 



OLD TATAR SETS OUT ON HIS PILGRIMAGE TO MECCA. ii9 

ToastNi a Cbristian, nor could he ever after hear the name of M. Pou­
qucvilJe mentioned with any degree of patience. This was not the 
only time when we were amused by the superstitious peculiaritlcs of 
poor Mustafa. One day as he was putting in order a houka lor Mr. 
Parker he happened to break the glass vase: for this he took not the 
]ea~t blame to himself, but ascl'ibf'd all the fault to a Greek gentleman 
who had left the room ten minutes bcfi:)rc, and whom he had observed 
to look at it with an evil e,lJe (I(Qa( ~ ,.."'T:): he !iaid he was well aware that 
some mischief would betal him, and was glad it was no worse; for in 
going to the bath the day preceding he had broken the ribbon which 
fastened his amulet round his neck, and was thus left defenceless against 
the glances of every wicked eye that might be cast upon him. The 
fear of this eye-battery is c4uaJly prc1'alent amongst tile Grt'eks, many 
of whom are struck with horror if a stranger praises any article of their 
property? or one of their children, for its beauty; tlwy generally observe 
the ancient method of averting this evil by spitting upon the admired 
objc(·t, or into their own bosom. 

On the morning after this conflagration scene we were awoke early 
from sleep by a violent oulcry in the street, which we found to pr().. 
ceed trom a 10ng procession that was convoying the vizir's favourite 
tatar, named Delhi Yachjil Aga, out of the precincts of the town on 
his road to Mecca, where he was going to be made a hadjee, or " holy 
man." He was accompanied on this occusion by all the different trades 
of the city with silken banners flying, and the collt'ge of dervishes 
carrying axes and halberts; these were preceded by a chorus of young 
men singing hymns in a fine sonorous strain, rt'Jieved at intervals by a 
band of music: . his horse, magnificently caparisoned, was led by two 
tatars, his ataghan and pistols being tied to the saddle, whilst a Jarge 
body of the tatariall fraternity in their picturesque attire closed up the 
rear. When he .arrived at the outside of the town, near the plain of 
BoniJf, he took an aftectionate leave of his relations and friends, each 
of "hl-Ill be ki...,d upon the cheek, then mounted hi. steed, aDd de-



ISO APPEARANCE OF HA WItS AND STORKS. 

parted on tbe road to Prevesa, where a sbip was waiting in which be 
intended to embark for Alexandria. This man was very celebrated, 
and higbly valued by his master for the astonishing journeys which he 
had performed in his service: he had the faculty of sleeping on horse­
back, which cnabled him to make the greatest possible dispatch, since 
he. never stopped longer than was necessary to take the refreshment of 
food. He was now sixty years old, and so anxious to make this grand 
composition for sin, and secure a safe entrance through the gate of Para­
dise, that no entreaties of friends, not even thooe of Ali himself, could 
divert him from his pilgrimage. 

It was near the end of March before the germs of vegetation began 
to appear and sereuity was rC!ltulcJ to the atmoo,;phere. The first har­
bingers of spring at I0800ina are innumerable flights of small hawks, 
extremely beautiful in appearance, of a lighter colour, but about equal 
in size to the common sparrow-hawk: they come in such numbers that 
they may be seen upon every tree and every house of the city: no 
doubt this bird i. sent by Providence for some useful purpose like it.. 
immediate successor the stork, which is caned by way of eminence, the 
bird of Mabomet, and held 80 sacred in many part. of Turkey, that he 
who kills one is subjected to the severest penalties: this js not indeed 
the case at loannjna, though even here its murderer is looked upon with 
an evil .ye. Nothing can add more to the picturesque appearance of 
Turkisb cities tban tbe frequent occurrence of this majestic bird 
either standing upon a mosque with all the solemnity of an imaun, or 
seated like a moralist amid.t the ruins of antiquity. The veneration 
paid to tbe stork bowever proceeds not so much from its appearance as 
it. utility; it is furDmbed by nature with that long f~rmidable bill for 
the destruction of eerpents and other reptiles with which the country 
abounds. I lurre aeen many desperate stmggles in the air between 
these implllcal!le oombatanll. . 

The weather now appearing settled and the .now partiall y di~lved, 
we became anxiou. to oeioe the earlieot opportunity of makiDtllll eJ:-



EXCURSION TO THE NORTH OF ALBANiA. iSI 

conion into Albania for the purpose of ,riewiog its noble scenery and be­
coming bctte-r acquainted with its singular inhabitants. Our first iuten .. 
tion WitS to hU"e \'isited the monal'lteries of Meleora on the eastern side 
of Pindus, from which we were diverted by the earnest representations 
of Mouchtar Pasha, who gave us a lamentabJe account of the ravages 
made in that di,trict by the plague. But the North or Upper Alba­
nia lay open to our researches, and its handitti being dispersed from 
all the provinces subjected to the vizir's authority, every possible faci. 
lity and accommodation was offered to the traveller. 

On the 28th of March therefore at uoon, one fortnight before the 
festival of Easter, we commenced our expedition, attended by Signore 
Nicolo, AntoniettiJ Demetrio, four suradgeesJ and Mustafa, armed 
with the pJenipotential powers of his bouyourdee. In our first day's 
journey we advanced no further than to Zitza, which is four hours north .. 
west of Ioannina, situated upon some turfy knolls so as to command a 
fine view of that mountainous region through which the Thyamis flow~ 
into the Thesprotian plains; those plains wherein it once imparted 
verdure and luxuriance to the grovel» of platani that sheltered the Amal. 
theum·, To their umbrageous shade the munificent Atticus retired a 
voluntary exile from the calamities of his country: there he endea­
voured to forget hjs BOrrows in the exercise of generous hospitality, 
in philosophical studies, and rural amusements, amidst scenery whose. 
80ft features were so congenial to the amenity of his own disposition. 
At the entrance of the village we passed a monastery on our Jeft hand, 
situated in a tuft of fine trees upon a lovely eminence, and on the right 
a small serai belonging to the vizir, to which a granary is attached for 
containing the produce of hi, chidick: throughout the whole of our 
route we constantly observed simHar mementos of tyrannic power .. 
Zilla contains about 150 bouse., with four Greek churche,: it i. cole-

c... , .. Attic! nostri Amaltheo, ~latanitque illia q,uidquam eDe pneclanul. 
Ci<. Proem. hb. ii. de 14. 



FALL OF THE KALAMAS, OR THYAMI8. 

brated for a very excellent and fragrant species of white wine, made 
from grapes which have been exposed for about three days to the SUD, 

and which has a peculiar flavour from the absynthus employed in its 
preparation. We procured from the com'cnt a copious supply of this 
nectar, in which Signore Nicolo indulged his genius so freely as to 
bring on ("crtain symptoms of an incipient fever, which, in the course 
of a few days, prevented our having the benefit of his company during 
the rest of this excursion. Next morning we resumed our journey 
through an undulating tract of country covered with vineyards: at oue 
hour's distance from Zitza we passed a beautiful cascade on the left 
hand, caned the fall of Glizani, where the rj,·er Thyarnis rolls over a 
rock about fifty leet in height nnd thirty in brcadtlJ, luJUrllcd on one 
side by a fine woocled knoll, and on the other by a picturesque water. 
mill: the sun was shining bri11iantly and a fine iris playing over the 
spray. The scenery down the valley of the Thyamis would probably 
afford ample gratification to the lovers of the picturesque: our route 
lay upww·ds in a more northerly direction, which brought us in about 
four hours to the lake ofTzarovina, which is said to be unfathomable, and 
seems as if it fiHed up the vacuum of an exhausted crater; its great depth 
gives a deep azure to the transparent water, whose gloom is increased 
by some trees and shruLs which bathe their branches in its margin. 
Tzarovina is the place which Ali Pasha first occupied in his advances 
against Ioannina, and here he has built a small serai aDd fortress, which 
is mou'nted by a few caDDon: below the lake, near the channel of the 
Thyamis, his largest powder-mills are situated; but the article is 
wretcheuly manufactured. Advancing about one hour further we 
turned suddenly to the right, up a very precipitous and magnificent glen, 
down which a small river flows into the Kalamas; at this point of the 
road we met a company of Albanian soldiers escorting several French 
and I talian prisoners who had been taken in league with some brigands 
in Northern Albania. Antonietti entered ioto conversation with his 
countrymen, who did not much enjoy the prospect of an intervi'1'N ,.ith 



DELVINAXl-:MISZRY OF lTB lNRAtsI'rANTS. t'~ 

the dreaded chieftain: a8 we did not hear of any punishment being in­
Bicted upon these rogues. it is very probable that he received them into 
hi. service. After proceeding about a quarter of a mile up the vsUey. we 
crossed it and aocended a steep hill towards the town of Dclvinaki. 
Here we met a nllmber of women returning from the toils of agriculture 
with hoes •• pades. and other implements ofhusbandry in their haod,: 
one poor creature had t .. o infants tied in a kind of bag over her 
.houlden. Almost all the cultivation of the ground in this district i. 
Jeji; .to women. whilst the men are absent during greatest part of the 
year at Constantinople. Adrianople, Saloniki. and other large cities. 
where they carryon the trades of butchers and bakers. Many of these 
sun-burnt daughters of labour had very fine features, (he place being 
noted fur the beauty of it. women: 80me of them accosted u. with 
great frankness and were very inquisitive as to the objects of our 
jou-rney, and the place from whence we came. 

At tbe top of the hill we burst .uddenly upon the town of Delvinaki. 
seated in a large circular coilon, around which nothing but bleak and 
barren rocks appear. It contains rour ehurches and about 550 houses, 
built for tbe mo.t part in a style of neatness and comfort: but at least 
a hundred were at this time uninhabited, owing to the cruel exaction. 
of Ali Pasha. He has long been desiro ... of oonvertiDg the place into 
one of hi. detestable chiBicks, but has been constantly oppooed in hi. 
endeavours by the inhabitants. who are equally desirous of retaining 
their independence: to subdue thi. spirit he has had "';'ourse to the 
most oppreasive avanias, and the most odious impositions, quartering 
.everal thou""nd. of his Albanian troops for six month. together upon 
the unfortunate district, Ilnd removing them only to introduce a fresh 
set and subject the inhabitants to greater misery. No reso1ution can 
willwtand a force like this; and probably long before thi, time the 
miserable Delvinaki has sUBk into insignificance. Ito! site has been 
by,.omc miotaken for Nic .. um. and fur Omphalium by others who 
have l.·eeo aUoIed by its wnbilical appeal'allce; but after a diligent 
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V10LlINT CONDUCT OF MUST AF A. 

investigation we coul<l not discover a tsingle trace of antiql1ity upon 
the spot. The only inscription we observed was onc in modern Greek, 
carved " upon the entrance of a neW church and signifying that this 
sacred edifice had been erected in the year 1812, at the expense of the 
primates, in the reign of the hjgh i;tnd mighty AU Pasha. 

At De/vinaki two prillcipal roads branch off, one towards Delvino and 
Butrinlo, in the direction of Corfu; the other towards the great plain of 
Al'gyro-Castro and the north of Albania. ·We took this latter, and 
enjoyed a superb prospect when we arrived at the highest point above 
DeJviuaki, where the eye is carried down the vast chasm that we had 
passed the day before, and from thence over tllc extensive mOllntain 
scenery of the Kalulll'H;'. After passing through a wild rugged country 
for one hour auu a half north~west, we arrived at the han of Xero~ 

Val to, or the dt'ied marsh, where the process of drainage has been 
carried on to a considerable extent, and a large quantity of very pro­
dl\ctive land brought into a state of cultivation. Near this place.1 had 
a serious altercation with our kaivasi Mustafa. He had just discovered 
that a Greek lad by whom be ·was attended on the journey, had lost a 
small parcel containing 8. shawl which had been committed to his 
custody. Irritated at this accident he drew his ataghan and beat the 
poor fellow most unmcrcifuUy about the head and shoulders with the 
back part of it: this passed over, but in a short time the Turk's rage 
suddenly broke out afresh like a smothered flame ; he began to repeat 
the ca.tigation with double fury upon the unfortunate offender, and 
would probably bave soon proceeded to use the edge of bis .cymi!ar, 
had I not tbought proper to interfere; but it was only by a threat of 
complaining to the vizir that he could be persuaded to remit big indig­
nation . 

. Soon after tbis ·affair we entered into the magnificent and spacious 
valley of DerOpUli, on tbe w ... tern .ide of which stands the large city 
of Argyro-C .. tro. This plain,88 encbanting a. any which Arcadia itself 
can boast, i. watered by the river Druno, commonly mistaken for the 
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V A.LLEY OF DEROPULl. 

Celydnus of antiquity: it extends in length more than thirty miles, 
and varies from four to six in breadth. it is inhabited by a population 
probably of 80,(X)() souls; near a hundred towns and \'illagcs may be 
enumerated, which are seen partly studding the sides of its huge 
mountain~ barriers that rise above them in Alpine grandeur, partly hid 
within their sinuous recesses, or em bosomed in thick foliage: flocks of 
sheep and large Epirotic herds range through the green pastures, and nu­
merous goats browse upon the lofty precipices. A degree of animation i!\ 
thus communicated to the solemn and impressive features of nature 
that is pel"fectly delightful; nor can I Tccal to mind a view which 
unites so much of the pleasing with the grand. In contemplating this 
scene imagination could ~ot help picturing to itself the still more bril. 
liant colours it may assume when the golden wings of Liberty shall be 
spread over its soil, when wisdom and justice shall direct the energies, 
restrain the vices, and encourage the emulation of its inhabitants: 
when industry shall lead into this terrestrial paradise the sister arts, 
teaching the transparent stream to fertilize every corner which is noW 
deserted, mingle the various hue." of every opening flower, spread the 
umbrageous grO\'C along the plain, and cover the huge sides of every 
hill with foliage: when architecture .hall distribute all around its elegant 
appendages of decoration, in the splendid dome, the lofty tower, and 
the columnated portico, scenes adapted to philosophical meditation 
or scienti6c research; and above all, when true reHgion shall once more 
raise her awful head amidst these shades, diffusing moraJ happiness 
amongst the people, recalling them from their long slumber of ignor­
ance and barbarism, and animating their hear1:8 to adore the Author 
of .11 good I 

No district in Albania i. half so ·populous as this, though the 
miserahle tenure of the land, which i. chielly that of the chillick, 
tends greatly to diminish its inhabitants. The principal articles 
of produce are corn, rice, and tobacco, besides vast flock. of sbeep 
and goats, which are seen scattered over the mountains. We r<> 
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U6 PA.LAIA-EPl!OOPl~IIitMAlNt! or ADRlANOPOLIS. 

mained for about an hour at the beautiful village of Paloi.-Epis­
copi, wb.ich is iRtersected by many transparent rills flowing from the 
upper parts of the mountain Mertzika, which turn the wheels of a 
number of water-mills, where the best snuff in all Albania is manu­
factured. A few miles beyond Episcopi we descended into the vale, 
$nd soon afterwards crossed tbe river nearly opposite the la~rge scat­
tered towu of Lil)c.u.:hobo, lying UpOD a steep acclivity of Mertzika, 
and near a vast chasm in that mountain chain, through which a tor .. 
rent pours its tribute ioto the Druno. This town, ,'ith its territory, is a 
chi flick belonging to Shainitza, the sanguinary sister of the Albanian 
tyrant, and. at this time she occupied a large seraglio which had been 
constructed for h~r by tbe \'izir. 011 tbe wel:ltern side of the va.lley, 
nearly opposite Llbochobo. and at no great distance from the river, 
Signore N icoJo pointed out the ruins of a small Roman theatre with a 
few ¥cltiges of otber ancient foundation~ upon a spot which he desig .. 
nated ,by the name of Drinopolist au evident corruption of Hadriano­
polio. w~ich in very early ag"" W88 called Phanote, and in later times 
of the Eastemo Empire Justinianopoli.·. Argyro-Castro bas suc­
ceeded to ita coDeequence. tbough not to its site, upon which it is erro­
DElOll&ly placed in the maps. In a little more than one hour we ar­
ri;ved under that city, whose unequal rocky acclivities, intersected by 
deep chasms and dilliding it into several distinct partitions, give it a 
truly gnwd and im.posing aspect. Tlw houses, which are generally 
good, and beloIIg chle/ly to T .... ki.h proprietors, are not contiguous, 
bat etand in lIamOtM position&, some 00 coQ"lOlanciing eulinenoes. ct_ benwla projectiag crago, many on the ridges of precipices. 
hut the greatest part upon the flat surfaces of rock. between ita deep 
,.,...iOlIl,: u.e whole appearaofl1l';' liagalarly striking, aDd ita fine eaect 
is aupentwl ,~. ,oal, b,. ebe minalets of its lI>08<luea, bu~ II:Y the 

• '0. ~ d. nNe -wi (It. Justilliuo) "ft'qi.,... Xrnrw,riwvMr, 4 ~ 'A.1'p"'r'roA&t cW-
,.., Procop.".iWif. 1. i.-. c. 1. ' 
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ALBANLU' tiOLDIEftB-CAPTAIN OIANKO. 

grand fortress of Ali Puha, which was at this time nearly completed, 
upon a much Jar~er sca1e than has ever been adopted in this country 
for ~:orks of a simiJar description. At about five o'c1o('k in the atter .. 
noon we entered this city and obtained excelient lodgings in a hOllse 
belonging to a friend of Signore Nicolo. 

After dinner we took a walk into the city, accompanied by a 
fine youth, the son of our host: ou.r appearance attracted great 
notice and curiosity from the inhabitants. l\fany Albanian guards 
came up and entered into familiar converse with U8, but there was nO"' 
thing uncivil or impertinent in their address, and they very freely 
communicated all they knew respecting the works going forward, 
th·e "icwli of the vizir, his wars with the ArgyrO-Castrjtes, and their 
suhscqucut cdpilulation. Amongst th('sc troops it wa!!! difficult to 
Jistingllish the officers from the privates, by, dress, by style of con­
versation, or by any assumption of superiority. A captain of artillery, 
named Gianko, was extremely civil, and accompanied us durin~ the 
whule of our walk. This man stood high in the confidence of Ali 
P asha, and was present with him at'the massacre of the Gardiki­
otes, where he led 00 the first body of tW()PS to fire into the court:. of 
the Han. In the minute circumstantial account which he gave us of 
that horrid catastrophe, he said not marc than eighty persons were 
sclet·ted by the \'i~ir as objects of clemency, whom he spared. During 
QUI' excur~jon we heard many doleful cries and loud JallIootatinus, pro­
ceeding from several houses: we inquired the reason of this circulDlitance 
from our guides, who informed us that the women Wt're still wailing for 
their husbands and sons who had fallen in battle against the \'izir: now 
many ofthese had been thus occupied at least licven years prl'viou~ to the 
time we beard tbem; yet no one appeared surprised at the folly of this 
observance. So powerful is the force of custom! I remember listening 
frequently at Ioannina to the cries of a matron who had lost her hus­
band seventeen years before in a Russian campaign, hut had never 
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main.d for about aa hour at the bt>autiful ,.illage of P~laia·Epi .. 
copi, wai.ch is intersected by many transparent rills flowing froDI the 
upper parts of the mountain Mertzika, which turn the wheels of a 
DWUber of wawr·mills. where the best snuff in all Albania is manu­
filctured. A few mIles beyond Episcopi W~ de$cended into the vale, 

• and soon afterwards crossed the rjver nearly opposite the large scat· 
tercd tOWIl of Lihochubo, lying upon a steep acclivity of Mertzika, 
and near a vast chasm in that mountain chain, through which a tor­
rent pours its tribute into the Druno. This town, with its territory, is a 
chifiick belonging to Shainitza, the sanguinary sister of the Albanian 
tyrant, aDd at this time she occupied a large seraglio which had been 
constructed for hpr b.v the vizir. On tile wetltern side of the valley, 
nearly opposite LJbochubo, and at no great dJstance ii'om the Til'er, 
Signore :Kicolo pointed out the ruins of a small Roman theatre with a 
few vtilii:ges of otht!r ancient foundatians, upon a spot which he desig­
nated ,by the name of Drinopolis, au evident corruption of Hadriano­
polis, wbich in very early age. was called Pbonote, and in later time.. 
of the Easle"" E1DpH>e J ustinianopolis·. Argyro-Castoo has sue­
oceded to its eon.equence, though not to its site, upon which it i~ erro­
neously placed in the maps. In a JittJe more than one hour we ar­
rived ullder that city, whose unequaJ rocky acclivities, intersected by 
deep chasms and di~ding it into several distinct partitions, give it a 
truly grawl and iWjlOSing aspect. The houses, wbich are generally 
gpod. and bekag chiefty to Turkish proprietors, are not contiguous, 
bttt stand in vaEiGU8 pONtions, 80IDe on co(llmanding eminences, 
nth .... beneao. projecting crago, many on the ridges of precipices, 
but the greatest part upon the fiat surfaces of rock, between its deep 
ravin .. : the whole appearan£e j • .u.galarly striking, aDd ilo fine eftect 
i. 8l18"'entcd iDOl 0101, il, the minuets of its IDOIIqua, but., the 

• '0.. a..:lc ~ .IIT; (tc. Jutiaiuo) n.-.iIfNC 1n-1.rC4rinI\", ".,m,- 'AJplC,,'"'''' aM-
,.,.. Procop." tMiif. 1. i". c. 1. ' 

i 
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grand fortress of Ali Pasha, which was at this time nearly completed, 
upon a much )ar~r scale than has ever been adopted III this country 
for works of a simiJar description. At about five o'{·lock in the atter .. 
noon we entered this city and obtained excellent lodgings in a house 
belonging to a friend of Signore Nicolo. 

After dinner we took a walk into the city, accompanied by a 
fine youth, the son of our host: our appearance attracted great 
notice and curiosity from the inhabitants. l\fany Albanian guards 
came up and entered into familiar oonverse with us, hut there was no· 
thing uncivil or impertinent in their address, and they yery freely 
cOUlmunicated alJ they knew rc!'pecting the works goiug forward, 
tI~ views of the vizir. his wars with the Argyro-Castrites, auu their 
subsequent capitulation. Amongst these troops it was diffieult til 

Jh.tinguish the officers from the privates, by. dress, hy styje of con .. 
\'f'rsation, or by any u!:!sllrnption of superiority. A captain of artillery, 
named Gianko, was extremely civil, and accompanied us during the 
whole of our walk. Thls lOan stood high in the confidence of Ali 
})asha, and was present "ith him at'the massacre of the Cardiki. 
otes, where he led on the first bouy of troop~ to £irf> into the court of 
the Han. In the miD ute circumstantial account which he ga\o'c us of 
that horrid catastrophe, he said not more than eighty persons were 
selected by the \'iZlf us objects of clemency, whom be spared. Dunng 
our excun,ioD we heard many doleful cries and loud laulentatious, pro­
ceedingfrom several houses: we inquired the reason of this circulnstance 
from our guides, who informed us that the women Wf'Te still wailing for 
their husbands and sons who had fallen in battle again!'>t the \'i7.ir: now 
many of these had been thus occupied at least scven years previous to the 
time we beard .hem; yet no one appeared surprised at the tolly of this 
observance. So powerful is thc force of custom! 1 remember listening 
frequently at Ioannina to the cries of a matron who had lost her hus­
band seventeen years before in a Russian campaign, hut had never 
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omitted howling three times a day after she received the tidings of his 
death-. 

The weather being extremely fine we never thought of abridging our 
excursion, by which means we considerably fatigued ourselves in 
making the circuit of this craggy city, standing, as it does, upon a 
steep acclivity and occupying a very extended space sufficiently 
large for double its population, which is not computed at more 
than about 15,000 souls. The bazar is spacious, and appeared very 
well supplied with articles of commerce. The inhabitants, before the 
vizir's conquest, were the greatest merchants in this part of Albanij., 
and Argyro-Vastro \!;as a great depot for internal trade. Ali con­
trived to seize the persons of many of these traffickers, who were 
scattered about the country, and by this means facilitated greatly the 
reduction of the place. The most picturesque parts of its site are the 
chasms which intersect it, whose sides are lined with habitations beau­
tifully intenningled with trees, shrubs, and gardens: these situations 
however, are exposed to great dangers from the mountain torrents, 
which, after beavy rains, or the melting of snow, sometimes sweep 
down with such a swell and impetuosity as to carry every thing 
before them. About three years ago a terribJe inundation of this 
kind swept away more than sixty houses, with their inhabitants, in 
the deep ravine which lies to the north of the castle, where the ruins 
still attest the extent of the calamity. On our return home we found 
that poor Nicolo, being unwell, had retired to bed. An officer also 

• In a lilllilar manner the wmdering U1r- seems to hlTe been lamented by hi, faithful P8Deiope. 

Od. a, .!lIt, 
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had arrived from young Salce Bey to inquire after O\lr health, aod 
offer his congratulations upon our arrival. 

Next morning, after having sent a messenger to th~ young bey, to 
apprize him of our visit and de1iver a 1etter from his brotht'r Mouchtar 
Pasha, we set out to view the fortress. We were received at the great 
entrance by our friend Gianko, and conducted into the apartment of 
the gO\'ernor Hassan Bey, an elderly man, who had accompanied tbe 
vizir in most of his early campaigns: no greater mark of confidence 
could have been placed in him by his sovereign than the command of 
this fortress and the care of his favourite son and successor. The per­
son of this old chief was fine, though his apparel was coarse, and 
el'en dirty; he wore a little red skulJ-cap on his head, and a large 
coarse cloak of goat's hair thrown ove.r his shoulders: he treated us 
with pipes and cofi't.'C, but spoke to us through the medium of an in .. 
terpreter, as he was unacquainted with any otller but the Albanian 
language. After remaining about half an hour in his little dirty 
apartment, which was totally devoid not only of grandeur but even of 
neatness and comfort, we departed, under escort of Gianko, to view 
the fortifications, deferring our visit to Salee Bey for the present, that 
we might not interrupt him in his studies. The area of this castle is 
extremely spacious, containing not only barracks for the accommoda­
tion of five thousand troops, but a very large seraglio and a mosque. 
'rhe magazines are subterranean and well calculated to secure not only 
ammunition hut provisions: the wall~ are of great thickness, though 
in some places they display too much haste in their construction: sub­
terranean passages lead to all parts of the building, and water is 
brought by an aqueduct, from the hills that back it on the west, over a 
space of about six miles. In one apartment we were shewn a curi­
ous mill for grinding corn without either wind, water, stearn or any 
other power but that of clock-work: it requires to be wound up only 
once in twenty-four hours, during which time the ,toae makes 42,000 
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turns and griIods 1400 ochas ofllour: it is the inyention of a poor Greek 
artificer, who had worked with oome 'Fren"hmen at T.igan in the Cri­
mea. From lhe battlemenla of this emUe we had a nobl. vicl' of the 
p-and plein of Deropuli, presenting an appearance of fertility and 
.imation that is wonderful in this country. Forty canDon only were 
'as yet mounted, but forty-five more were expected: that end of the 
fOrtress which i. tOTned towards the mountain "as defended sokly 
by one large traversing gun at the south-west bastion; amongot others 
we remarked ,",veral pieces of English and French ordnance, together 
with about a dozen bra .. fieid-pieees standing on their carriages upon a 
platform near the south-east corner. I observed to Captain Gianko 
that the whole c3~tJe was commanof'd by a position on the soutb·west, 
and he sa.id it was in contemplation to secure that by the erection of a 
strong outwork. If artillery could be brought to P~dJ upon it from the 
heiglm above, on the western .ide, it could not sustain a siege of two 
boun: but wbilst Turks only are the enemies to attack it, it. deep ra­
vin ... are a auiiicient defence again.t thi, danger. About 1500 pea­
sants were busily employM in \'arious labours .bout this I:Mlding, and 
by a ,hameially op1'I'euive avania were allowed only rations of coarse 
calalBboci bread, by way of remuneration: and this fur the forgery of 
their own fetters! 

After ha\'ing minutely inspected the works, we adjourned to a small 
bou.e adjoining tbe serai, for the purpooe of paying our respects to 
Salee Bey, lOh""" we found """ted on the divan in comp.oy with his 
tutor. He received the respectful obeisance 0/' our attendants with a 
dignity that wonld bave surprised us, if we had not known that lessons 
in etiquette are among the finK in which youth of high rank in 
tbete cOUlllries are instructed: he 8Pf""1red pleased to see us, and asked 
IIIMIJ <jueltiona reopeetiog hi. father and brother; but we thought him 
deicient bodII in manner alld aC'lllirements when compared with his 
IIq>bew &t.tle..Mahmet Puba, who i. !ibout his 0W1l "!". Motioning 
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Nicolo to sit near him on the sofa, he questioned him, in a low tone of 
voice, respecting a. difference which he observed in Mr. Parker's dress 
and my own, as why he wore a sabre and I did not, 'W 11Y hiS pantaloons 
were blue and miDe white; but he desired his informant not to look at us • 
1 .. 1 we might think he was discoursing about us, which. he added. 
would Qot be courteous towards strangers. The com plexioD of this 
youth WlIS fair. hi. hair and eyes light, and his physiognomy bore a very 
strtlbg resemblance to that of his father; he was considered docile, and 
rather of a mild disposition. p.lthough I understand lie has since shewn 
some Iraits of that viruli/:tive spirit which distinguishes the paternal 
character. No paiDS appeared (0 be spared iD his education; he was not 
only instructed in the Turkish, Albanian and Romaio languages, but 
was daily trained in bodily exercises, whilst every opportunity was 
taken to ingratiate him with the Albanian tribes that were to be his 
future subjects. At our departure be promised to send us lelters to 
various governors of cities that might lie in our coute, as well as one to 
his mother, resident at Te.peleni, who, he added, would be proud to en· 
tertain En~lisumen .as her guests. We then took our leave, when the 
young bey BCObC and accompanied us to the door of his apartment, 
wishing us a pleasant joumey aud every kjnd of prosperit]. 

In the evening an Albaniw colonel, accompanied by 8. dozen guards, 
brought the promiti&lldters to our lodging: our friend Gianko.al80 caJ1-
ed, Bod two or three Greek gentlemen dropping in, we detained thew. 
all to pipes and coffee aDd discussed the valour and politic. of Ali Pasba 
ovec a flowing bowl of punch made in Antonietti's bt-st manner. 

Next morning we intended to have resumed our journey, Lut Signore 
Nicolo complained so much of Ihe stete of hi. h""ltb, that we thought 
it right to remain another day in Al'gyro-Castro, to see what turn his 
complaint might take. Early in the morning. being accompanied by 
Demetrio, I ascended the mountainous steep behind the city with an in .. 
tention of gaining the summit; hut we found this quite impracticable, 
on account of so many deep chasms which presented themselves in our 
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path. We returned therefore, after having enjoy'ed a view of the plain 
which fully recompensed us for our troubl('. Ahout nOOD, Nicolo freling 
better, I walked out with him, and we paid <l visit to poor Demetrio 
,Atbanasi, whose fine house at JOHlluina the T('ader may recollect was 
seized by Ali tor the sake oflllS o<'phew the Pasha ofOchrida. A small 
miserable tenement was now the residence of this wretched family who 
bad bccn long accustomed to aU the comforts and the Juxudes of life. 
Its master appeared graduaUy sinking under the attacks ofa slow fever, 
nor did any consolation or any medicine afford bim re1i('f. The cause 
of this worthy man's exile and the confiscation of his property, when ex­
plained, is enough to make one shudder at the insufferable tyranny 
under whic h hE' was doomed to breathe: it was a refusal to let onf' of 
his beautiful children become a victim to the despot's lust within the 
walls of his accursed harem! 

Soon after our return, a person was introduced who had brought, a1-
my request, a paper from the Bishop of Argyro.Castro, containing the 
number of villages and inhabitants in the valley of the Druno. As I un­
derstood the bearer had taken the trouble to copy out this document 
for roy use, I presented him with a sman pecuniary remuDe-ration; this 
he accepted with great good-natllre, for I found afterward:-., to my utier 
confusion, that I had been f~ejng one of the most dignifit:d canons of 
the church. I had not made such a mistake since the time when I gave 
a pair of English razors to the old dragoman at Tripolitza, who prided 
himself upon the longest beard in the Morea, which steel had never 
touched since it first sprouted from his chin and which he nourished 
with more than parental attachment. Besides the statistical paper, 
my friend the canon gave me a curious history of the settlement of 
Argyro-Castro, or rather of Drinopolis, written in excellent Romaic, 
which refers ita foundlltion to Theseus King of Athens, and contains 
numberless inconsistencies and absurdities. 
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APRIL 2d.-Signore Nicolo being still indisposed, it was settled that 
he should remain a few days at Argyro-Castro and then join us on our 
return at Konilza, where he had a sister married and settled. Accord­
]y we set out this morning. without him, in a northerly direction along 
the western lide of the valley. We left at some distance on our right 
the fortress of Schindtiada crowning the summit of an eminence which 
ri ,es abruptly out of the plain. Thi. wall built by the vizir tbout nine 
years herore tbe "",,,,,,,,der of Argyro-Caltto, fur the purpose not only 
or anooying hi. enemies but protecting that line of country through 
which he wall obliged freq\l~ntly to pas.. 10 one hour and a half we 
came to a deep fountain, close to the road, called Viroua, where the 
water rises, as it were, out of a profound crater, curHng at the surface 

iu broad eddies: it then flows precipitously over a 8beep rock and forms 
at once a river: this I have endeavoured to rep~ent in the vignette pre­
fixed to this chapter. In about half an hour more we turned suddenly to 
the Jeft, through an opening in the mountain barrier; the road was no 
more tban a fiumara, over which at this time a torrent from the melted 
snow was flowing rapidly towards the plain, and made it sOIDE'times very 
difficult for OUT horses to keep their legs. The ruins of many villages both 
on the right and left scathed hy the destructive flames OfW31', tcslificd the 
cruel mode of warfare practised by the Albanian soldiery. We toiled for 
mOl"rthan an hour up this wild and rugged glen, when the mOllntains,sud­
denly takingoneacbside a bolo sweep, formed a perfect amphitheatre and 
displayed to view the ruins ofGardiki spread over the sides and summit 
of a conical hill which rises in the very centre of its vast area: high 
above this fine circumference of hills appeared the huge summits of 
Acroceraunia whose wintry snows, now melting, allowed the spiry fir 
here and tJ.ere to peep out from heneath its resplendent mantle: rew 
cities 'could boast of"80 s"l'erb a situation. At a little distance from 
tile foot of the bin 'lte passed a large farm house whicb once served u.s 
an ·outpost to tire garrison: the doors and walls, pierced with ten thou­
IIUld bullets, testified the sharp ""nBicts it Iiad lately sustained. In tbe 



VIS1T TO THE RUms OF OARDIK.l. 

plain beyond we observed a sman village peopled by Suliot" who have 
been congregated together in this spot by the pasha's orders ; it is 
thought he meditates to take some signal vengeance upon these unfor­
tunate victims when he has got as many as p~sibJe within his grasp. 

Having cro ..... a deep ravine, which defended the city of Gardiki 
towards the ,outh and east, we a,cended up its .teep hill by the wind­
ing narrow path which but a ,hort time before led Ali'. troops to 
victory, Upon a detached eminence on the right hand stood a small 
citadel, whose ruined walls prest'nt nothing worthy of notice: after 
inspecting them we entered at onCe into the mournful skeleton of 
Gardiki, U a peopled city made a desert place," where no living 
beings disturb the solitude, except serpents, owls, and bats. A chill ... 
ing kind of sensation, like the fascination of some deadly spelJ, be­
numbs the senses, and almost stops the respiration of the traveller, who 
treads as it were, upon the prostrate corpse of a great city, just aban­
doned by the animating ~pirit. The feeling is faT different frolll that 
which he experiences amidst the fine ruins of antiquity, whose aspect, 
mellowed down by time and unconnectcll with any terrible convul­
sion, inspires only pleasing melancholy, or animating reflections: but 
here the frightful contrast of a recent and terrible Ol'erfiow appals him; 
his heart sickens at the sight; and whilst the deep silellce is broken only 
by the breeze whieh sighs around the ruins or amidst the funereal 
cypresses which here and there wave over them, he almost expects to 
meet a ~pectrc at every step he takes. 

Amidst these monuments of destruction we found our progress often 
barred by vast beaps of ruins; nor after an hour's ramble did we dis­
cover one httbitation which had not suffered in the work of demn1ition ; 
even the tombs were razed to their foundations, and the Vt~ry mosques 
themst:lves had not escaped profanation; so duly had the vcugeance 
of an implacable enemy been executed: one miuar{'t alone peered out 
amidst surrounding masses, to the top of which we ascended, that we 
might contemplate the whole exteut of this melancholy scene. From 
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hence we observed a solitary dervish stealing gently from the covert of 
some ruins at a distance. Probably the poor man had come, in spite 
of Ali's dire anathema, to Jive and die amidst the relics of this once 
populous ci~, to weep over the memory of former days, of friends de­
parted, and conncxions broken. Yet the hf'srt of bim who has thus 
rudely torn asunder all the bands of social Jife, glories in the dreadful 
deed of vengeance, the memory of which, instead of testering like a 
canker in his bosom, seems rather a source of joy and exultation. 

In our return down the fiumard. we marked with surprise the im­
mense quantity of sand and pebbles which a wintry torrent in these 
mountainous countries wi1l carry down into the plain, O\'crwhelming 
many acrc~ of .fine land at its mouth with the most· unfruitful 
materials. 

-- d' infeconda arena 
Semina i prati ~ Ie campagne amene. 

Opp~ite, in the plain, we observed the deserted han of Valiarc, 
whose walls enclose the mouldering bones of the murdered Gardikiotcs. 
The door is nailed up, over which an inscription openly testjfic~ tIle 
bloody deed, and gives warning that a similar punishment awaits the 
wretch who shall dare to otrr-r any dislJOlloul' to the family of Ali. 

At about rkven mil('5 from Argyro-Castro, and nine from 'l'('pcJeni, 
the great plain contracts itself into a narrow valley, where a good 
han appears, near a lofty bridge of a single arch, thrown across the 
Druno. Soon afterwards this vaHey becomes a narrow defile, COlll­

pressing the bed of the river into a very narrow compass between its 
parallel ridge" of mountains. At the distance of a mile from Tepeleni 
we passed that magnificent defile called anciently the Fauces Anti­
gone"" where Philip was attacked by the Consul FJaminius, and 
where the rapid Voiussa, the .lEw; or AGu, of antiquity', receives the 

• Flumell. AOUB a quibufld.a1Il .lEas appellatum. 
Plio.. N. H. lib. iii. c. II. 
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trihutary stream of the Druno hetween the opposite heights of 
A!:>naus and JEropus: it flows from seven fountains on .Mount Pindus, 

.beneath the town of Mezzovo, and passing ncar tbe cities of KOllitza, 
Ostanizza, Premeti, KJissura, and Tepeleni, falls into u\C Adriatic 
below the ruins of A pollonia. 

The shades of evening almost hid Tepeleni from the view as we enter­
ed the town, where we w('rc received into the grand seragHo, and ~ac­

cornmodated with the best apartments: as soon as we were setUed, the 
Albanian governor entered to offer his congratulations upon our 
urrival, bringing also those of the Sultana, with an intimation that her 
ladies were preparing to send us a dinner from the harem. We re­
turned a propel' acknowledgment of this unexpected favour, together 
with a lctter which we had brought from SaJee Bey to his mother: 
and to say the truth, nothing could exceed the civilities paid us during 
OUf stay hy this un50ccn benefactn'ss: we learned however that femalc 
curiosity prompted her to take a transient view of' her gu(,sts, through 
a latticed windm\-·, as they passed into the great court of the seraglio. 
Our unexpc('ted 8f1'ival obliged us to wait a considerable time for 
dinner, which was announced by musical instrulllcnb. and brought in 
by a crowd of ~laves and Albanian guards, who nearly filled the roou" 
and stood around the tabJe during the time of our repast: Ibrahim, the 
Albanian governor of the serai and town, dined with us, and paid due 
respect to the dainties of the harem: he was an intelligent man, full of 
cOllversation, and well acquainted with the early life of Ali, concern· 
ing whom he amus.ed us with many interesting anecdotes : for he remem­
bered the vizir when he had not where to lay his bead. He slJoke to 
us 4.llso of his mother, whom he described (IS possessmg all the martial 
qualities of an Amazon, with the spirit of a Laconian matron: he ex­
tolled the good qualities of Salce Bey, alld appeared as if he entered 
into his master's projects respecting the future destiny of that youth. 
Thus the evening passed very agreeahly till bcd-time, when a party of 
slaves came into the room, bearing in their hands, and on t.ht..:ir heads, 
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silken mattre00e6, ricb coverlets of embroidered velvet, pillows of the 
same material, with a opecies of fine Comtantinople gauze foJ' sheets, 
and aU the apparatus of bed-furoiture, fit for princes in m3gmficen"e.; 
&; .. '&., Ul .NJC.('" "f'''IUf'r£)..rx.",1.. These articles lvere lipread nut UlJOll Ole 
sofas of the divan·, and we retired to the comfort of sltX"I', '\l'hich f t::­

qvires not much wooing from those who have undergone tllefal igues of 
aavelling in this country; not even tbe novelty of the scene or the rough­
ness of tbe .heets could long kee.p u. awake. A. 800n however a. we 
'Were laUd oat in atate, the governor. with ~eral other officers of the pa­
dace, came into doe room underpretenoe of wi.hlDg us good night; butin 
reality to satisfy their curiosity .egarding the Diode in which English­
mfl'l tie ion bt:u. I observed them lOeeriug a little at our effem.inacy; 
their .oWB custom beio.g to throw off mel'ely the upper garment and 
rec/Jiae "pol> the cllImons of the divan, with no covering but" thick 
pa:plama, and that only durisg t!", cold seaoon. Frau. this cause, and 
their great aversion to a change of linen. the hircinus odor atta.ches 
itself V"I')' stllOngly to Albanian society. . 

Next momiRg we took a view of the town, :which is on1y interesting 
1tS the birtb~ce of the pc_t ruler of Epiru.. It .tands upon the 
high bank of the V 01u5sa, which is here about as broad as the 'l'lwJllcs 
at Kew, and like the Araxcs indignant at a bridge: a l'cry fine ~truc­
ture of this kind, which was thrown across it during the times of the 
Lower Empire, had been left in a rUllolJs .tale by the violence of tbe 
stream, and tbougb the vizir expended 1500 purses in repairs, aU 
his eBOrts were jn ,·ain ; not quite two years before our visit. a dreadful 
-inundation swept away the Dew work, and left the old broken arches 

• Had tbe eeaaon been more advanced, and tbe weatber wltry, we .hould have requested to IIleep in 
.. portico, like! Ille ItbacaP'n prinoe ill the paw. of Aleinotll. 

JlC~ (j 'A,4nf A,.c.:.),(w, "flf'I'II"OMt., 
alp"'" :1'11" d,9"~ ~/u"", "iu PhlQ. "Q).J. 
!LIptw".. ;,.I3a)J.II', "":fICI' ,,' '1J'~.9, ~, 
XMt~Q& r' ,,,~iJU"11l 4Ala" );U~il1rspgl" ~tI'Q.a..I. 
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in their fonner state of a picturesque ruin. A very handsome reward 
i. still proposed by Ali to any engineer who shall enable him to defy 
the current. Tepeleni contains about 200 houses, with a population 
exclusively Albanian: it possesses DO architectural beauties, if we ex .. 
cept the grand seraglio which Ali bas built upon tbe site of his paternal 
mansion. This is a very spacious edifice standing upon a fine rock 
at the edge of the cliff: I speak indeed of the ,eraglio which then 
was, for a new edifice has late1y been erected upon the ruins of the 
former, which was accidentally burnt by fire in 1818. The account 
of this conflagration, which I received from an Albanian correspondent, 
is worthy of detail, since it tends strongly to illustrate the character 
of Ali, which these pages are intended principally to portray. 

The mischief was occasioned either by the negligence of some at­
tendants in the train of Salee Bey, who was at Tepeleni on a visit to 
his mother, or by a storm of thunder and lightning which occurred at 
the time. However this Clay be, about the middle of the night the 
whole palace was in flames. In the horror of the scene the Sultana, 
with aU the other ladies of the harem, endeavoured to make their 
escape through the doors of the apartments, but were actually mel 
and driven back again by the ataghans of the eunuchs appointed as 
their guards: these wretches would rather have seen them all fall a 
prey to the devouring element, than exposed to the lawless gaze of 
public curiosity: such is the force of Mahometan prejudice f in thjs ex­
tremity they let themselves down through the casements of the windows 
which they broke and tore away for that purpose. Before morning 
scarce a vestige was left of that superb edifice which Ali had raised upon 
the residence of his forefathers. His rage and fury were so dreaded, 
that it was thought proper at once to ascribe the cause of this misfor. 
tune to the effect of lightning, without hinting at the possibility of any 
otber. As soon as he received intelligence of the misfortune be set off in­
stantly, aDd scarcely rested day or night till he arrived at Tepeleni: there 
he felt some CODsolation wheD he found that the subterranean eham-
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be ... in which he kept his plate and Olber valcabies were uninjured, as 
well all \he goeat tower in the garcien which i. the depcoitory of hi. trea­
sures. He DOW set biB bead at work to contri.e some plan for restoring 
the edifice without incurring any expense. His first care was to issue 
proclamations throughout his domhuoDs stating that the vengeance of 
heaven had fallen upon him, and that Ali had no longer a home in the 
place of his allcestors. He called therefore upon his loving subjects 
to assist him in his distress, and fixed a day on which he expected 
tbeir attendance. 00 the day appointed Tepeleni was crowded .... ith 
deputies from the various district. of Albania, with hi, old associates 
and intimate friends, his children, and relations of every degree. At 
the outer gate of the seraglio Ali IN a,:, seen seated upon a dirty mat, 
cross-legged and bare-headed, with a red Albanian cap in hi' hands to 
receive contributions. He had been cunning enough to send large 
sums of money beforehand to several of his retainers, from whose 
pcverty little could be e.pected; and these tbey now brought and 
restored to him •• if they bad been voluntary presents from their own 
stores. When therefore any bey or primate offered a sum inferior to 
his expectations, he compared hi. niggard avarice with the liberality of 
others, who he felt certain had deprived themselves even of the neces­
saries of life for his sake, refusing the present in the following terms: 
.. What good will this offering do for Ali, a man atllicted by the 
Divine vengeance? Take it bai:k ruurrie, take it bai:k, and keep it for 
your own necetsiti6l.~1 Tbis hint was quite sufficient to double or 
even treble the contribution, and by such means be collected a sum of 
money which enabled him not only to rebuild his ""raglio, but to add 
¥ery considerably to tbe treasures in big garden. 

After breakfast this morning we set out to investigate the ruins 
of a palaio-caet'fO, which, 88 we beeN!, lay at about one ioou7~ distance 
from Topetelli. The road led UB fur about a mile up tile stream of 'the 
Bent •• , a una]) river whicb flowa into the Voieua below Ibe toWD. 
At a village of the &arne Dame, its bed i. ooMrac:ted by two c .... 




