
GA.BOENS en THE 8lCRAl. ~l 

verging ridges of Mount Argenick, a branch of the great Acroceranniah 
mountains. Here the vilZ:ir hu established extensive powucr_mil~ 
and the scenery is very romantic. We crossed the river by a hand
some bridge of a single arch, and proceeded in an easterly direc
tion to the object of our excursion. '!'his we SOOR discovered upon a 
moderate eoUDeOce, in a 5Dlall diluict called Jarresi, but we were 
disappointed in our erpectation of finding either a Greek or Roman 
fortress: it appeared from its mode of construction scarcely "" 
ancient as the time of Justinian, and may possibly have been erected 
by the Norman invaders of this country in the reign of Alexius Com
nenus. 

On our return to Tepeleni we took a walk in the gardens of the 
seraglio, which are extensive, and laid out by two Italian gardeners, 
somewhat in the style of their own country. These men were de. 
serters from the French army at Corfu, whom Ali received gladly 
into his se"ice, giving them houses, with a good salary t and wiVeA 
from hi. own harem of Tepeleni. 

We caught a view of these liberated captives during our walk, but 
the'y seemed to possess neither beauty nor elegance. The great tower, 
or treasury, in which more than two milJions of money are withdrawn 
from circulation, is a vast oblong building three stories ill height, and 
secured by ponderous doo", of which Ali alone keeps the key. Such 
are the resoorres of ambitious tyrant. who are unable to establish 
or sustain public credit by any constitutional guarantees, and are 
dependent upon their people'. fears rather than their love for sup
port. 

'l'hio day the sultana !!eDt us a very excellent dinner from the harem, 
ClOIIsiotiDgofsoup, ragouts, pilau, and various kinds of pastry, at which 
we "'''''" again gratified by the company of the governor. When the 
'""'" of wtHdI be partook freely, bad opened the hean of thi, worthy 

.r~ 



iSt DEPA1I'I'tJRE FROM TEPELENI. 

old Mus8ulman, his tongue became very auent, and he enrertained us 
wit.h many curious and highly interesting anecdotes. This night we 
slept in splendid misery, and if I had not teared it might have been 
taken for incivility, I shoul~ have made a retreat into my snug 
little trunlt-bed. 

Early in tile morning, after sending our best acknowlf".dgments to our 
kind huste'is tor the hospitality we had experienced, we departed for 
Berat. taking Demetrio alone to attend us, and sending Antonietti 
with greatest part of the luggage thl'Ough the defile of Antigonea 
to wait our arrival at Premeti. Upon mature consideration we pre. 
ferred this tour to one which we at first contemplated along the coast 
of the Aorjiltic through A dona and Dehl ino. That part of l':pirus 
however has been subsequently visited by my friend the Rev. '\' illiam 
Jones, who has kindly permitted me to make an extract from his 
manuscript journal, which will be found at the end of this chapter. 
As we descended towards the river, a mad dervish came jumping out 
of the portico of a new mosque near the serai, vociferating the most 
horrid imprecations against our Christian heads: the application of some 
paras quickly changed his tone, and the poor wretch remained dancing 
in the wild manner of his fraternity upon the bank, and eulogizing us ill 
a Jtlmt Stentorian voice till we were out of sight. 

We crossed the Voi'ussa in a curious kind of trough, scarcely oblong 
in shape, but broader at one end than the other: the horses were dri"en 
with great shouts and cracking of whips into the river, and made to 
gain the opposite bank by swimming : much confusion ensued, as some 
of the animals swam to a considerable distance down the stream, aod 
others turned back when half way over: at length all arrived safe at 
the other side, when, the saddles and luggage being replaced, we pro
ceeded on our journey, and follawed the course of the Voiul8a north, 
10 the dislaDoe of .ix miles, where it takes a sweeping tum we.tward. 
in the direction of A poIlonia. The country now "J'''8''0 to lie in a 
reguJar ascent, the road winding along the lide of continued chains of 



MAGNIFICENT SCE-'RY. 

low hills, rising one above the other. ~rly half way between Xepe
leni and Berat. we gained the highest point, when the vlcwli hoth befont' 
and behi.nd us were extremely grand. In front we lookp.d over a moun
tainous country, which can be compared to nothing so well as to the 
Atlantic in a storf; the extreme horizon verging to th.lt:ft was 
bounded , by the hills around Durazzo, that on ti¥' right by the mighty 
Tomour, which in bulk and general outline bears a greater resem
blance to lEtna than any mountain I have seen. His huge he<\d, 
clothed ,n a bright snowy mantie, rose splendidly sublime, like a cita
del which the mountain Genius of this wild tt'rritory might fix upon for 
his dwelling. Behind us was a spectacle still more superu: the 
Voiussa pouring down its foaming torrent between its Alpine bounda
ries; the distant slimmits of Pindus; the noble scenery of Deropuli; 
and the vast mountains of Kimarra, those dreaded heights of Acroce
raunia, little inferior to the huge 'rornom itself, which r('fleeted in 
their bnow-capt peaks the brilliant tints of the rising sun. After hav
ing feasted our eyes some time with these enchanting prospects, we de
scended into a deep fiumara, through which the road continues for 
about two hours: from this point all the rivers take a ditfcrenl Jircc
tion, and instead of flowing towards the bed of the Vo·iussa, seek tu 

pour their tdbute into the river of Berat, the ancient Apsus·. The 
maHners of the people in these northern regions seemed nmell more 
wild and Larbarous than those to which we had hitherto. been accus
tomed. The peasants ~tared at us with a curiosity bordering upon in
solence, whilst the women and children ran away, or jf we came 
upon them unawares, turned their faces from us till we had passed • 

• 'J'here can be little doubt TeSpecting this identity. The river of nerlt is tho only one of any eon
tequellCe betWIIf::I Dunzzo and Apollollia. through the intermedi~ttl ~nlo~ uf ,,:bich places il fto~ 
iatothe Adriatic sell. That this wa. the direcllon of Iht) Ap~U8, v,d. LlV. lIb. xxx,. c. '1.1. "Con.Ul 
ilulpjeitl. eo tempore inter ApoUouiHl'l ac Dyrrachium ad Apsum ~umen habcbat Cllllp~m." SeIi! also 
Ca. de Bell. Civ. I. iii. c. U. It Wat on the banb of thl!l TlVllr tbat the fil1t actlOn8 look place 
between c...lOd tampey ... InUlI" b;"a cutn. Pompeii atqueCll'Illri1 unum ftuml!ll tlDtum lilter. 
ruA.JI'IUI,." 40. .De .Bell. Civ. lib. iii. c. n, Ikc. 
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... CURIOUS DWELLIN,... •• AND MANNliRS OF .. PEOPLE. 

The "'\ages, lOme on tbe d4Fvities of the mountains. and otbers in 
the vall~. had a very dull and gloomy appearance. the hou ... being 
built of a dark red stone, all widely distant from each other: their 
construction lerved to give us a prope-r notion of that dreadful insecu .. 
rity w~ust have rendered society a perfect s. of misery before 
the conquests of Ali Pasha: each mansion W8! formed 1ike a tQwer, the 
entrance to which was in the second story. at least three yards from tbe 
foendationt and whenever any member of the family wanted ingress or 
egress. a rope ladder was lowered and drawn up again by the rest: no 
apertures admitted tbe free light of heaven to these keeps. or dun
geons. except a few loop-boles pierced in the wall. from whence the 
filmily musket> might be pointed against an advancing foe. Almost 
alJ the inhabltants of tbese regions profess the Mahometan faith. 
though tbey know as much about Mahomet a. the Grand Lama: they 
abjured Chrutianity to save tbeir pos .... ions. and are despised 
equally by the Osmanlis and Greeks. A few years ago this country 
was quite impas ... ble to a fureigner; every house which he had ven
tured to approach would ha.e teemed with muskets aimed against his 
life. Surely eYeD the tyranny of Ali Pasha i. happiness compared 
with such" state a. this 1 

When we arri .. ed within a few miles of Bernt. which i. distant 
twelve hours from Tepeleni. the a.pect of the coontr, appeared more 
pleasing and cultivated. and the manner. of the people more civilized. 
Just about S"""Iet we entered a charming valley extending towards 
the north. througll which a gentle stream flows into the Apsus and 
dittributes .erdnre Bnd fertility in its co.",.,. Here we observed. in 
several instances. a nearer approach to the country villa than we had 
before seen in Turkey: some 1I0uses on the banks of the river were 
...-rounded by a 1a1l'll. plantations, o:nd fenoeo. ..meh, w+ttt a little 
more taste, ..;ght. .... bcea reHere.i IIIOOt ag.-hIe,."..".... Tbe rich 
mellow wllooftbe sky oIaed 811 adcIitionalluslre ........ laruJocapor .. 
as ",e turned to the right up the ~ceDt ..u.,d1lle A~· iII1Ie", 
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APPROACH TO BJIIlAT. 

the towen ROO minarets of Berat burst iull upon the .iew, witll huge 
T_ rearing bi. gigaotic bead into mid-air: the grandeur of ~ 
view was IQ striking, that we should have thought this alone ~ sutl ... 
cient recompence for every fatigue in our journey from loan nina. 

Such scen"" as these will ju.tify the bard, who tbus desoribeo them 
after his inspection of the most classic regio ... that bave been cele
brated in the songs of poets. 

From the dark burien of that 'llKged dime, 
Ev'n to the centre of lIlyr;a'. vales, 
Cb.ilde Harold p.~'d o'er many II. mount sublime, 
TbrollKh laPdlltCll'CIt notic'd in bietorie taleI; 
Vet in ram'd Attica _uch IOl'ely d.1oI 
Ar~ rarely teen; Dor can f.ir Tempe bout 
A charm they kno ..... not; lov'd Pamanul fail, 

Though clwic ground and eonleerated molt 

To match .ome .pola that lurk within tai, 10WenDI' cout. 

At the distance of about half a mile up the valley a fine bridge of 
eight arches thrown across the Apsus, leads into a picturesque burial
ground and suburb of Berat, to the east of which rises a noble 
hill crowned by tbe fortiJications of tbe citadel and serai of tbe 
pasha-; botb of these have been lately much enlarged by their 
conqueror. From the bridge a road runs along the right bank of 
the river to the city, wbich is higher up the valley, and lies chielly 
around the south-east side of its acropolis. The inbabitanlo of 
Bcrat being almost entirely Mahometan, we were lodged with a 
Greek merchant named Nicolachi, in the large suburb of Goritza, 
on tbe left bank of the Apsus, wqere the Christian part of tbe 
population bave their dwellings. Tbough this bouse was one of the 

• n. ~ p,te ""u -licitl, '-Ic:bed by dw autJaor from the wiod.ow of hi, loic'11J' in tile 
'Ilburb: it receiNfthe high IDd be.Lltiful fini.h which it DOW ~ ftom the pencil of the lime 
.... 11 1 _.-.11IIIII1O& ..... 1Q ___ Med. 



CURIOUS FASHIONS OF THE WOMEN. 

best in the place, and the family turned out of the best room in it for our 
accommodation, its filth and suffocating smell was quite appalling! 
We found the master seated round the fire with half a dozen loungers 
who were nearly hid from OUT view by a de.llse smoke which issued into 
the room instead of passing through the citinnwy. How insignificant 
loch trifles appear to those who are accustomed to them, may be interred 
from the following short dialogue which took place between .Afr. J>arker 
and our h05t:-" C' e fumo qui, Signorc."-" Sl, Signore, <.lnl fuoco." 
The night did not pass without our apprehensions being fulfilled re
garding the nocturnal enemies which assailed our quarters, and u{'xt 
morning the Augean stable was cleansed by our atlendanl.;;, to th(' per
fect astonishmellt I)f the llO::.t, who appeared to glory in t1lt.~ alltiquity 
of his dirt. 

Unable to s1eep I arose with the sun and accompanied Mustafa to 
the city. In passing over the bridge, as well as in the suburbs, we met 
several parties of Turkish ladies riding out Uti horseback to take 
the morning air: they sat astride upon t.he saddle with their teet in 
stirrups, whilst a male attendant gencr"lIy walked before each horse 
and carried a short I5tick in his hand. Some of them were unveiled, 
not expecting, I slIppose, to med the polluting eyes of a Christian at 
this time in the day. Throughout Upper Aluania it seemed as jf a cer
tain coJour predominated in female apparel as connected with parti. 
cular districts. In Argyro-Castro this was a light straw colour: here 
at Berat it was blue; in which latter city a fashion also prevailed in the 
head-dress of the women which was very singular and striking: this 
comisted of a cap or bonnet, nearly two feet in height, in the shape 
of a bishop'S mitre: it was made generally of blue cloth, well stuffed, 
and fastened uDder the chin by ribbons. 

The bazar, which is an extremely handsome and spacious quarter 
of Berat, Ii .. cl.,.., to the river and abound. in-all sam of articles 
brought from Constantinople and the large towns of Macedonia, as 
well •• in foreign goods which are imported through the sea-port of 



VISIT TO HUSSEIN BEY. !l57 

Avlona. It was now full market, and the appearance of a foreigner 
excited no small degree of curiosity. Mustafa however, who is of Ma .. 
cedonian origin, was soon recognised, and kissed upon the cht:ck ac
cording to custom by many old acquaintances, and before we thQught 
of returning to OUf lodging, his brother, who had heard of his approacll, 
and made a journey from the city of ~fona!jtir to meet him, alighted 
from his horse at the door of a han. The affectionate embraces and 
tears of joy shed by these two semi-barbarians at this rcncontre were so 
affecting, that I felt loth to separate them and returned home alone. 

Soon after breakfast our kaivasi rejoined us, and we proceeded to 
pa.y a visit to Hussein Bey, eldest son of Mouchtar Pasha, who resided 
here in quaHty of his father's caimacam, under the guidance of old 
U suff-Araps, in whose fidelity the most unlimited confidence could be 
placed. The young bey was lodged in the old seraglio at the loot of 
the acropolis. He received us very civilly, and expressed a wish of 
rendering us all the services in his power; there was nothing remark· 
able either in hi& person or his manners, but his disposition seemed 
more amiahle and his mind more cultivated than that of his father. 
Though not nineteen years old he had been married two years, but 3S 

yet remained without any progeny. Before our departure . he inti~ 

mated that some ancient remains might be seen within tlle fortifications 
of the acropolis, and made an offer of sending us upon his own horses 
up the heights. This we accepted and orders were given for the steeds 
to be brought immediately out of the stables where they generally stand 
ready caparisoned. Before we mounted we aJjourncd to the apart
ments of Usuff-Araps, but were unable to see him, as the old gentle-
man was indisposed-. He was flattered however by our intention, for 
he sent us a magnificent turkey for dinner. In descending down the 
staircase we heard the prancing and neighing of the horses in the 
court, and observed two cream-coloured chargers, destined for Mr . 

., Tbil IInguinary character and E.ithful adhllr811t to lhe ,.izir it .ince d81d. 
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258 ASCIINT UP THE ACROPOLIS. 

Parker and IDY"'lf, plunging about with an appearance of ungovern
able fury: they were the mO!lt picturesque animals J ever beheld, aDd 
in their broad haunches and chests, thick curved necks and waving 
maBeS, small beads and eyes of fire, finely illustrated tbat splendid 
oriental description of the war~horse in the book of Job. OUT ride was 
not the most agreeabJe one that we had experienced ; nor was it very 
easy to sit these spirited animals upon a Turkish saddle, that precludes 
aU pressure of the knee, which in our own style of riding contributes 
chiefly to a good seat. My steed became so ungovernable in ascending 
the acropolis, that if his groom had not ran and seized the bridle, J be
lieve 'We should have both made a precipitate d.escent down a chasm 
many hundred ft:et in depth. when I dismounterl, this vicions beast 
threw out his heels and then TaD at me open-mouthed, when I only 
escaped by running up the staircase of the seraL Another source of 
alarm also occurred at this time : great repairs and augmentations 
being carried on in the fortress, the court was nearly filled with carts and 
.Iedges drawn by buffaloes: these animals have a decided antipathy to 
the colour of scarlet, in which Mr. Parker and myself, haYing just paid 
• visit of ceremony to the bey, were dressed. Pidcock's menageri(' 
broke loose would give but a faint idea of the noise and tumult which 
ensued. Some of the beasts even upset their carriages and broke their 
yokes in the exertions which they used to get tree. To quiet tliis 
affray we made a speedy retreat into the interior of the serai, where we 
were coarteously received by I .... ail Bey, a rich Turk of Ioannina, the 
fathe .. in-Iaw of Hussein Bey, who was now upon a visit to hi. daughter. 
After the usual refreshment of pipes and coffee, and a very interesting 
conversation with tbis polite and high bred Osmanli, he accompanied 
us through the oeraglio and fortifications, pointing out a hill, abont 500 
yards distant, from whence Ali battered these works in the time of 
Ibrahim Pa.hIo ";th four pieces of onInance. and forced him to a capi
tulation. Ibrahim bad not recourse to this measure before the ball. 
began to penetrate into bit own apartmeftt, where we still saw tbe 
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ANCIENT lBODOMON IN THE FORT1\ESS. i59 

vestiges, wruch are designedly preserved. In our egres~ from the grand 
entrance of the citadel, we observed some massive bUilding of the 
ancient Greeks, which formed the lower part of its cvn~tructioll, and 
extended to some distance in the adjoining walls. It is a rough SpeCleft 
of 16O<.lol11on, and the blocks employed are of immense size. I"rom 
hence we made a circuit of the hill, to which the titJe of acropolis well 
applies, since a small town is contained bet.ween its Jines of circumvaJ· 
lation, wherein are many Greek churches of the Lower Empire: indeed 
I entertain "ery littlc doubt but that anciently the whole city occupied 
this site, and that the lower town is an addition since the Turkish can· 
quest>. What thc ancient city was caHed, I confess m,...,Jf unable to 
decidcf; nor is it at all certain at what time it received its present ap
pellation. It is mentioned by many of the Byzantine historians undel" 
the title of Balagrada and Balagrita, and is now called Arnaout Bel
gI"ddet to distinguish it from the celebrated city of this name upon th~ 
banks of the Danube. The Greek emperors sometimes made this their 

• Indeed I find It asserted III the Life of Scllodef~ tuat the city wa9 aitllattd upon the top of th.e 
mount.in. By Melettus it is caned., ,...41~.c nrux"".ui,,'1 brl rij, ropll1>ItC TI"", 1311,,1111, fll 6po~ 
·E,..",c.s,..... • 

t Some have ucribed il 10 Eordel, erroneously, III J think, b.cluse Pliny places the Eordcnstt. 
amoog tlle tribe!l of Peg.Qi. (bb. jv. c. 10.), in whieh be WI confirlUlld by Stn.bo, who, in dellCribiftJ th, 
gfl'!It Ignatian road, Sly' it ran from ApoHonia through the Candl~ian 1ll0uutliUI of l1Iyricurn t9 
Lycbnidul and Pylon, Ilt which litter place were the cODterminoll8 borden of Itlyricum Ind Mat'lldonia: 
frolll t.heJtce it led through Heraclea to the country of the Lynce.!l~. next that of Ibe Eo,d" .00 tA.u 
Edessa Hlld PeU., till it ended at Thf'!!!lAlon)(:a. PolyblU3 aho places E ordea in Mac&donia (lib. niL). 
aDd 10 doet 'l'hucydides (lib. ii. p.164, ed. Dull.) MOTeOl"er 1 do not find a01 mention in ancieat 
ButnO", of 9. cit; called Eordea, but only 0. rounlry (vid. Steph. Hy:!:. in Voce.) Amon~t Ibe many Ull~ 
certain names 0 thE. cilj", of thia fflgion, I should be itlclined to fix upon Antiplltria for thc site of BOlrat, 
a city which was 18kl'n by APUltiuI, a lieutonant of SulpieiuB, in the war ~tween die Roman repubhc 
and Phil ip King of Maudonia; for Livy.vpeab of tbi3 place .u beinf; on Ihe bordcf9 of MaL'Hionia, .a 
altuated ill faucibu l ang~ti., and at! inlpirieg coflfideuu into its inbabul.lIU1 by the Itr~nglh of 118 wl.n. 
aod titt' (magnitudioe ac momibua !ituqutl urbis,) lib. xui. c. i7: but III tho topngl'1lphy of tbis country 
ia "tre~ely oblcure, and it II ttrudl e8~ler to find fault with the conjectufol9 of other people tbln to fOfm 
a good olle. 

t Nomen habet hoc Albanil! ... e.1 Arbania;! (sicut vuJgu~ Gr&ecoru~ vocat) Bt:Jigl'l~u.~, h~ ell, IU: 
Alba. Quippe cc.njullcta cum oppldo lUX, est,qUiIl .. y .. lo.n~. ccle~r~m.a lIunc ellam l!:ptn CIVltata (~ 
Impentot Auloniam, .. elett'll Auiooetn dlll:erunt) UDIU, Itinere dllJl dl"at. Leun .. 1a"'l, Pando Rllt. 
Tun:. p. 444. 
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260 H1BTOIUCAL ACUOUNT OF THE CITY. 

hcad-quarters when they came tn chastise the revolted Albanians or 
other lawless tribes among these districts. It is a most important post, 
the key of all this part of the country. The great Scanderbeg himself 
failed in hit attempts to recover it from the Turks, though he encamped 
against it with 8000 horse and 7(X)() foot, amongst which was reckoned 
a strong corps of Italians sent by Alfonso King of Naples, "men 
skilful," as the historian observes, "in the assaulting of walles and 
holde •. " The defeat he suffered here from the Pasha Sebalias, wherein 
he lost nearly all his Neapolitan auxiliaries, was amongst the severest 
by which his almost uninterrupted career of success was checked·, 
The battle was most bloody: l\tlusache de Tbiopie, brother·in·law of 
Scanderbeg, beiug kWed, with SOOO foot auu .2000 iJOrse ; though Scan
derbeg in SOiDe measure restored the fortnne of the day by pouring 
down from the hiB, on which he was encamped with a select corps, 
upon the rear of the victorious enemy, and slaying with his own hand 
two desperate Osmanli captains who had sworn his destruction. The 
bodies of the Christians slain in this battle were shamefully mutilated, 
and their heads carried in triumph to Constantinople. Berat was 
conquered by the great Sultan Amurath II., since whose time it has 
never been freed from the Ottoman yoke. 

After Jwvjng surveyed tIle iortifications of this citadrl and enjoyed 
a vjew of the splendid scenery which it commands on all sides, 
we remounted our steeds at the door of the serai and descended 
down the acropolis: I own 1 bad no grcat zest for mounting my 
Bucepbalus, but amongst these people it is quite necessary to shew 
DO sigos of fear. When we had thanked Hussein Bey for his civi
lities, and distributed the customary prCHents amongst his retainers, 
we took a walk through the city, which is large and contains thir
teen Turkisb. mosque.: from thence we strolled through the beau_ 

• KnoU.'. Hist. of the Turu, p. 310, .c. 
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tiful cemetery represented in the annexed plate: beyond this are 
numerous and extensive gardens bordering on the great plain, which 
extends to Valona on the west ann very near to Alba::o~an and Kctvui3 
on the north: ,/lfe observed large droves of bl\ffalocs cropping the 
herbage, or cooling themselves in the river, which is here about as 
broad as the Thames at Richmond. 

On our return home we dined sumptuously upon old Usuff's 
turkey, and in the evening received visits from some respectable 
Greek gt'ntlemen: they were the only persons we had met with who 
spoke with any degree of satisfaction at the government of Ali Pasha; 
but they contrasted it with the turbulent insecure state in which they 
existed, owing to his aggressions, during the latter years of Ibrahim's 
reign: besiJes which, it is certain tllat the despot's views still turn 
north,\\lard, and tbat he is very anxious to gain possession of the 
pashalic of Scutari; the advantages therefore of a good. character in 
this part of the country are not to be overlooked. W"e retired to rest 
carly, having a long journey to perform next day in the direction of 
Klissura, Premeti and KOlli~za, up the valley of the V Olussa. I now 
gladly use the kind permission of my friend Mr. Jones, to take an ex
tract from his MS. journal, feeling confident that in this I do but anti
cipate the wishes of my reader. 

Berat, Oct. 2d, 1815.-The pasha having sent horses, according to 
his promise, we left Berat about nine o'clock in the morning for the 
ruins of Pollina, the ancient A polJonia. Below the hI .. , upon which 
stands the gr~t fortress and seraglio, we passed th(uugh a Turkish 
cemetery, containing an astonishing number of tombs, unacr the shade 
of which the Albanians, employed upon the works, were eating their 
breakfast. Our road lay in a direclion nearly N. W. until we crossed 
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the river, which is the Apsus of antiquity. After th .. we entered into 
an immense plain covered with. aU kinds of cattle, buffaloes, horses, 
sheep, and goats. At about the middle of this plain we again reached 
the bank. of the Ap.us, and followed its course till i~ took a sudden 
turn to the N. W. It was our intention to have reached the monas
tery of Payane, which lies close to the ruins, this evening, but night 
coming on, we took up our quarters in a wretched village called 
Shaclk : our lodging, which was the best in the place, was a miserable 
hut built of the stalks of Indian corn, twigs, and mud; three large 
openings in the wall serving for door, windows, and chimney. Early 
next morning we Jeft these quarters and reached the monastery in two 
hours, where an old monk undertook to be our guide to the ruins of 
Apollonia. 

A single Dark column forms the sale vestige of this once great and 
populous city, the theatre of Cre.ar and Pompey'so contests, and the 
place of Augustus's early education. A few other relic. remain in the 
waUs of the rnonastCTY, and in ,ome Turkish sepulchres on the road 
from Berat there are several inscriptions, but aU sepulchral. In 
every map which I have seen, Pollina is placed too far from the sea, 
and too near to the Voiussa. From hence we pursued our cou~e in a 
southern direction through the small village of Lievano, crossed the 
Voiussa in a ferry-boat, and proceeding along a fertile plain, arrived at 
Avlona in the evening. This town contains about a thousand houses, 
almost au Turkish. );'rom °hence we crossed over the hill, just behind 
the town, and proceeding in a S. E. direction, came to the river 
SUl\itza, a OORsidembie stream, nuarly as large as the VOlussa, into 
which it flows just below the villa~ of Armen: this i. probably the 
Cclydnu. of antiquity: it· takes il8 rioo in the mountains of Kimarra. 
From the village we proceeded, 'Dearly ill an eastern direetion, till we 
came near to too V 01 ... 88, and then turning to the ri!;ht. arrived at too 
Yillage of Selenitza, about half. mile from which is tile principal sbaft 
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of the great pitch mine!!, which bring in a considerable revenue to the 
vizir· . Placed in the noose of a TOpe I d~cendeu down this shaft : 
it was about forty feet deep, and of recent fonnntioh . Adrancing 
near two miles further up the VOluss&, I came to a spot of ~round 
devoid of all vegetation, from ,.,hence prooeeded a strong 8ulphnreous 
smell. My servant struck a light with which I set fire to the gas that 
issued out of the crevices; the flame spread rapidly in different direc
tions, and burned with great fury o.t the time of my departure. I 
perceived n number of bee. and reptiles lying dead upon the ground 
near these crevices. Close to the spot are three oblong blocks of 
stone worked with great nicety, which had been turned up out of the 
ground by people digging fur sulphur: these probably are fragments 
of the ancient oracular Nymphreum t. From the village of Romou. in 
this vicinity, we proceeded through Carbonara to the ferry of Lundra, 
for the purpose of crossing the VOlussa and visiting the ruins at 
Gradista on the right bank of that river. 'rhis ancient city sur
mounted the summit of a loft.y hill, round which the outer wall may 
still easily be traced: a transverse one of later date runs across the site 
formed of small ston~ and mortar. In a westerly direction from this 
transverse wall are the remains of a temple, and on turning southward 
I found a long subterranean chamber of an oblong shape, but narrow 
in proportion to its length: at no great distanoe from the southern 
wall of the city stood evidently a theatre; the angular corners of tbe 
proseemum are visible, and the ground is seen rising in a graduated 
manner • 

.. Thi. pitch 86ems to have been celebrated in lneient times. 
FulCl. Vocetllf 

Nignor ILLYIUCA cui pice sanguill erit. 
Ovid. de Arle Amlndi. ii. 1557. 

t CQilgerlliog thi, apot Btrlbo thUI "'"t.... ,£" at: rj X~ 1' .. ", A,..oXlu,.YUlTWto 'UMC1'cll TI NlII"~~'" 
WlTPU 8 ''1'1 'lriip dYUaC~II'"' v,..' iii,"'; ~1 ,pIJ""1 Pfll~1 ,XX-up;; dll',a).1'11 (Q'~,uY~, ~, i"~ rij( ~,,~ .. rijr 
~rirdoc. L. vii, V. S,HI. A MGftI full t;lescTl,I:'Ilc:m mllY, be [ouod In DIOD CU~IU'. whG «lve\I lin 
aecount ofUle oracle, I. xl!, , 4~. See &180 In', xlII. 3C!. Phll, Ill. je. Van DaltldOi Orac. p. '87, Me, 
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From Gradista I meant to have proceeded by the direct road to 
Tepeleni; but my Albanian guard had lately taken a wife, and as he 
had not seen her for some time, I indulged him hy passing the night in 
his house at the village of Fratari, on the mountains which lie to the 
left of the road. The customs of the country did not permit me to sec 
the lady who was the o~ject of OllT visit. 

In the course of the evening several of his Albanian friends came to 
see him, in their large shaggy capotes, with long pipes and white staves 
in their hands. Some of these were the wildest looking fellows I ever 
beheld. A wandering dervish passed the night with ·us. He was 
above eighty years of age, wore a very long white beard, and was ex
tremely talkative tilJ about the hour of going to rest: then he assumed 
a sudden seriousness preparatory to his prayers. I could not help 
feeling a degree of respect mingled with pity, when I snw this venera
ble old man go through hi. ablutions and prayers: he performed part 
in silence and part loud enough to be heard, repeating the name of 
Mohammed two or three times with great solemnity. 

From Fratari we did not arrive at Tepeleni till the second day, as the 
roads became extremely bad on account of a heavy faU of rain. The 
vizir is fortifying this town and has already cut a deep trench at the 
back of it. The direct route from hence to Ioaollinais through Argyro
Castro and Delvinaki; but as the plague was now raging at the former 
place, I deviated to the once beautiful city of Gardiki, now utterly 
overtbrown or rendered desolate by the vizir, who has "owed that it 
sh.U"evel' again become the habitation of man. From hence I con
tinued my route . between two high mountain ridges till I descended 
into the plain of Delvino; but here also I found the plague broken 
out and the city surrounded with troops to prevent all communica
tion. The sick were in a kind of barrack on the hills behind the 
town. Being mid there was a paiaio-castro or BOrne ""dent ruins at 
the village of Phenike, about half an bour diltant, I proceeded 
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thither, !'tending my guard forward to inquire if nny symptom8 of the 
plague were known to be in the place. Upon receiving ac;~urance that 
all was right, I determined to take up my quarters ther!' ! ~)r tIll: lll ~bt. 

Soon after my arrival a large fire of wood was lighted at the ruot of 
the hill, and a goat roasted whole to welcome me. The whole vl\\(\ ~' ~ 

formed a circle round the fire and I seated myself amongst them. It 
was a beautiful moonlight, and in spite of that unwelcome visiter the 
plague being so ncar, I could not help enjoying the singularity of the 
scene. 

Early next"morning, being told there was a curious fountain on the 
eastern side of the hill, I ascended thither; but foulld in it nothing ex .. 
traordinary, though the inhabitants assured me that it had u regular ;11-
crcru)c and diminution daily during the SUlIlUler. .FroJ1l hence I 
ascended the hill by a steep path covered with fern and briars to an 
ancient wall, which highly gratified my curiosity. I found it in a vcry 
perfect state to the distance of sixty yards in length, and twenty-thrCtl 
feet in height. The stones employed in its construction are ill1mcwscly 
large. I measured one which was seven feet long, twenty-one teet high, 
and three feet two inches broud: another was nine fee\.. eight inches 
jn length by seven feet two inches iu breadth; and in one spot throe 
stones alone form a piece of wall thirteen feet in extent. These blocks 
ilrc cut with great accuracy and seem a5 firm as if tlley had been 
placed here but a few days. 10 the interior, the ground is almost 011 a 
level with the top oftbe wall. I entered by what appears to have been 
the principal gateway, and soon observed two octagon~1 COiUlilDS about 
ten yards distant from each other, the fragment of a tiuted pillal', and 
some other rclic8. The area .is covered wjth briars and hcrbag(', l-mu 
CKbibits evident marks of its having hcen occupied at two di!ttinot 
periods by morc modern inhabitants than thc u-llcient IIellcllt.$. 
Tbinking it probable, from thf': appearance of the stone~, tlll-lt some in
scription might be discovered, 1 procured assistaucc from the pea:mut .. 

VOL. 11. 
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in removing Beveral, and discovered one inscribed with the following 
worJ w large characters: 

AMBPA 

KInTA 

Excavations here in all prohability would be very successful. Not far 
distant I found two other octagonal columns standing, like the others, 
crect, and about two feet in height, with many other' architectural 
fragments, and foundations of several edifices. There is also what I 
take to be the site of an immense theatre, facing the west, where the 
ground is seeD to rise like a succession of steps onc behind the other. 
The wall i. most perfect on the eastern side of Ihe hill along its "row: 
it appears also at intervals on the western side-: the whole circum
ference seems about two miles: in some parts it is scarcely thirty 
yards in breadth, and is intersected in its sides by deep hollows: at its 
north-west extremity (for it rUDS north-west and 8outh~east) it is lower 
and terminates almost in a point : towards the other end and on ('ach ~ide 
it is 50 steep as to make the ascent extremc1y difficult . The whole ri s(,s 
quite abruptly near the centre of the plain of Delvino; at the 50uth.t'8St 
end of which i. the little village of Phenike. This situation is assigned 
by Signore Psalida to the ancient oracle of Dodona; bnt the only tea
tures which appear to correspond with Strabo's account are the follow
ing :~l. The plaint very marshy, particularly towards the south, where 
two rivers lose themselves in a considerable lake, viz. theBistntza, which 
flows from Mourzina five hours south-east from Phenike, aod the 
Kak .. proli which runs on the west side of tbe hill.-2. The bill itself, 
surrouuded on all aides by magnificent mountains, except towards the 
soutb where the .... and tbe island of Corfu are oeen above the low 
eminences.-S. The fountain on the east side of the bill. 
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The epithets ;UrT')G'Ir-'PO' and .l'In;,wToh which Homer and lEschylus ap
ply to Dodona well accord with this situation: there arc many trees

t 

principally willows and poplars. on the plain ~ hut 1 C'1)\l.ld discover no 
trac~ of the prophetic oaks·. 

From Phenike I went along the banks of the Bi,tritza to it, 80urco. 
I visited in my wayan old Greek church, dedicated to Saint Nicolo, 
distant about one hour from the village; it is evidently constructed 
with materials brought from the ruins: the interior is supported by 
granite columns some of which are twenty inches in diameter, but 
others less: they are not more than seven feet in height: in the walls 
are several blocks sculptured in relief with figures of a lion, an eagle, &c. 
well executed. Amongst others I found one with an inscription de
faced, but terminated by the word XAIPETE " .Farewel!1} The source 
of the river is just below the village of Mourzina. Half issues 
out of' the rock in at least fifty streams of the sweetest and most trans
parcnt watcr: the other halfproceeus from u pool, whieh appears very 
deep, as the surface is not ruffled by the least ebullition. I was shewn 
at another place a round hole in the rock, from which a. few years ago 
water also flowed; but this is now dry. The rock appears oflimcstone: 
the water issues out in most places with great velocity and forms a 
stream as large as the Avon at Bath. 

From hence, passing through Mourzina, we proceeded between two 
immense riclges of mountains branching off from that which forms the 
western boundary of the great vale of Deropuli, whose scenery soon 

• From tbi, o.ccmate l!.'Count of Mr. Jones, the desaical render will, I think, agree with me ill what [ 
have befoffl observed ft'garding the fallibility of Signore P~hda'! opin~on rl!f;ardlllg the lIte ~f D~ofla. 
In fact. tbe nUlls above mentioned belong to tbe anclc~ t cIty ~f Ph(l!nlce. ~bOBC very, name l~ sull,pre
tlerved in the modem villag1l: it wu the stronge~\ and fleb~t Clty of all Eplru~; ('lfo>'u;' 4'01 .. 1 .. " ~K~p!! 
I'c!n rwv I::oru n, .. :H 'lfIIPO" 'If4~~w" l"ao,~ .. i'f· Po!yb.I.,n.): It wa~ be~rllyed by~Om.,Ollllh!h merCEl~ 
nlnee to the l1IyrJa~111 III tbe reign of QU~D Teuta.~ a CJrcum~tlnee which PolY,blUB ~.Ily~ 8t~~k terrol 
HUO the Grecian CI\ICII ",hen tbey sa" nlV oxvp"m;"I" &,,0 ~al ~OvaTwn:I.':"I" lI'O~tV r ..... U' .!II . KlI'tlp¥ 
'II'<lpaMlyw, ';r~ l~"ICPQ"'OaIC0f"""'" tl. ii.) and fro~ h~nce be takea o«'lIBlon.to blame the EpllOtA for 
relying on ,nch .. raithlen crew 85 IU Ga.ult, Ind hmta It the danger of truiling An opulent city to tbil 
protection of :nan:enlrie8. 
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burst upon our view, exhibiling a prospecl of unparalleled magni
ficence in its noble mountains and its numerous towns anu villages. 
'" e passed across it to a village on its eastern side, but the inhabitants 
would Dot receive us when Lbcy he.u·d we came frolll the neighbourhood 
of De1vioo : we w(.'rc obliged therefore- iu keep on our course, and as it 
~ a tine llIoonJight night, and we were travelling under a Grecian sky, 
we scarcely regretted our disappointment. We rested at Pondil'atis, 
and next day reacbed Zitza, a place celebr .. ted in the stanzas of Chi Ide 
Harold, though I think his encomium is much too lavish. The view is 
certainly fine, but far inferio< to the vale of Deropuli and' many others 
of Epirlis. Here is made the best wine in Greece, and this was the time 
af vintage. All the ,~jnc j51mult:' out jn the fields, where the grapes are 
put into large casks and trod upon by men bare-footed, till the juice is 
quite ex pressed: it js then carried in goat skiDs to the village, put into 
barrels, and left to ferment and settle: it is removed in this manner 
four or five times before it is put into the cask for drinking: 

In my way from Zilza to Ioannina I passed through the "ill age of 
Protopapas, which some consider as the site of Dodona: I made dili. 
geut inquiries for ruins, but could find none. The approach to loan· 
Dina from . the north appeared to me much finer than that froUl the 
south, its grand seraglio, fortress, minarets, and cypress groves being 
seen from this quarter to great advantage. The laot few days I passed 
in Ioannina were rendered melancholy to me,. from a very distressing 
circumstance. On my arrival, October Uth, I was informed that two 
English gentlemen were in the city, one of whom lay dangerously ill. 
I went immediately to visit them and found the sick person to be a 
Mr. King whom I had known at Corfu, and from whom I experienced 
many civilities. He was chaplain to the Ioni811 forces, and had COUle 
with his friend Captain Scriven of the Royal Artillery, to see I""nnina 
and pay .. yioit to Ali Pasha. Great alarm.s were eJ<presoed, for fear hi' 
Gisorder might he the plague, and I was earnestly requested to leave 
the place; this however I could not consent to do, especially a. I per-
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cei"ed Mr, King's illness was the malaria feYer, which he. as well as his 
servant, had caught at l)rcvcsa. He wa~ apparently abuut forty ,Years 
of age, aDd possessed of AS strong and robust a. constituliclIl as I ever 
met with; but he died in my arms on the 15th, and L buried him next 
evening in the cemetery of the Greek church of St. Nicolo. On the 
following day I proclIred a stone slab, which, after I had inscribed upon 
it the name and titles of thf> deceased, I placed at the head of his grave. 
The day befure I quitted Ioallllina I visited the vizil' in company with 
Captain Scriven. The chief sl1bj('ct of our conversation related to the 
unfortunate death of Mr. King: he appeared affected by the CY"OI; hut 
whether this proceeded from Immanity j will not pretend to say. The 
samt~ day we also paid a visit 10 Sall..'e Pasha, the vjzir'~ youlIg('~t SOil. 

He had lately reccived two tails from the Porte ilBd beeu .:reate(j Pasha. 
Ht, rt'('t'ived us sitting like hi~ father, and asked us sf'vt'rai pc··rliuf'nt 

quc~1 iOIl!'> respecting ()ur (lWn country and our opinion of A Ihania Next 
day 1 departed for Athens o\'er the mountain barrier ot tilt! l>lIldus. 
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APRIL 6,-This morning we started on nUT return. For a short 
distance we ascended up the fine vallt'y of the A psm,: terminated far 
off by the huge Tomom'·, and then turning to the right 'PTOcee(\rd in 
a southerly direction through a valley of two houts in length, bounded 
by moderate hills covered with evergreens, and interspersed wilt. muny 
culth'ated spots, but few habitations, We then Hscended upon higllCr 
ground and had 'not only a noble prospect in front of the (lark moun~ 
tains of Kolonia, but a very fine retrospective view of BeTat with its 
fortified citadel, and the gigantic Tomour. For the next three hours we 
prof'ceded in a general descent of country through l'uUey.!! and beds of 
torn'nts, and found the country exhibiting signs of greater population: 
at the cnd of five hours We passed tbe largt~ Turkish village of'l'ojar, 
upon the side of a mountain on the right, where about fifteen years 

bl'for~ Ali and lbrahirn had Cought several sanguinary battles; about 
two milcs further appcared a small fort built hy the \"izir upon the 
summit of a hill, at the bottom of which stood a spacious Il<In called 
the Han of Ali; we had 'passed another called thc Ban of Ihrahim ncar 
an hour befort'. For the next four hours the road was gf'f)eraHy uuin~ 
teresting, up Hnd down hills and in the beds of torrents; only a feN 
hou~es wCrt' bcattcrcd lIbuut, ~lfid each of those gent'rally occupied. 
the sUl1l1llit of an t'lIIincnce, isolated as it were for the sake of se~ 
curity. 'rVe crossed at ka!)t as many as thirty streams, and two of those 
nearly thirt) times. A~ the ('nd of these last four hours we arrived at a 
han, hut so di!-gustingly filth), anti miserable tbat we determined to pro
ceed to anolilcr abuut two hours further on. The latter part of this 

.. Th;~ mount.in ;! ralll,,1 by Slrlbo TOllnpoc oTTlidpot; but E\l~t.th;u1l Id Od. '11'. ,«i't'et, it a~ appeU .. 
lion mudl neder 118 modem .ouod, TOf/I<POf. It 15 oftl'n mentioned by the Byuntl1\e hllllO.,IUII, and 
.et>ms to lw~ .. had II ~trong citadel or fortlt!Sll in Its Y;ClDiIY. Tlll .... p"lo' 4>p'"P'Ulo' n nll 4",,, fll''ll"if'''''' ~l 
B .. "aypITa 'f"'''p{lo'Oll' (( !lInl~CIlZ Hilt. p. :to\.) If t~e 'Iomaru8 of podon. be co~fiDt!d to !bIt tpot .1I 
"ill u!Ht"t .. u Ihe th;,orlH yet formed upon tbe 8ub;e<:t: but u th,,' lalll'r place n al".yt rec:ko~ 1110 
El'iru8. Ind TOlllOUt 111 lar beyond It. limitl, Borne other range of blUe m~.t have bad tbl' appellatlon: 
in lact Uut UIooun\«ID8 of h..olonll~ Ind z.gori Ippear to be but br&Dcbes ordu. eaollllOUl tnulk. 
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route lay through it lovely plain under a magnificent mountain on the 
right called Tl'cbeslieena, opposite to which we i(HlIl(l the han destined 
for OUT resting place, situated in one of the JJlO~t picturesque sites that 
ean be imagined. 

~ Next mornil)g ,,~e resumed our journey fi:)T one hour through a 
beautiful va lley, uud er .Mount 'J'rcbcshccna to Klissl1r"a, which is 
situakd on a tremendous precipice of that mOllntain, where the 
VOllI SSll pours its foaming watl'rs through the grcat defile, anciently 
known by the name of " Stena Aoi." 01' "Fauec') Alltigoucre." 

The situation (Jt' this town is singular in the {'xtri:lJlc.· It lies at a 
considerahle height up the moulltain, which is a rock totally hare of 
vegetation, <tnd beyond it uJ)pcars a large fortress, huilt hy Ali, to 
curb the spirit of this district, upon the very edge of it precipice more 
than a thousand feet in perpendicular height. 'Vc rode up to the 
town, which contains about two hundred iniJaoited hou ,o.;c<;, wlrich arc 
cc·rtainly amongst the most miserahle tenemcnts we heheld in all our 
travels, and their occupants exhibited such a picture of misery a') wa s 
frightful to the imagination. A few dirty rags served as an apology 
for clothing to the adults, and the children ahsolutdy \V"Cnt stark 
naked; though the thick coating of dirt witb which. tilt'ir bodics 11,(,1'f: 

lined Illigllt almost he said to stand in the stead of' garmellts. A large 
colon'y of gypsies still more wretched in appearance, if possible>, were 
mingled with the inhahitants. In ascending to the fortress we oh~ 

served a great number of ruined habitations, amounting to betwecn 
three and four hu.ndred, which gave a still more desolate ap-

Pearance to the view of this urid rock·. 'rtte ca'Stle is iar(J'c, tho\lO'h 
~ ~ 

. not built for long duration; artillery could with difficulty be brought 
to bear ag~inst it. Neat· t;lle fouDdation of the first entrance are 

• A very uteltllftl cemetery io the pl.il'! bdow KliMurll , whme I iGrge Te~ or Turkish mormllte,y 
Wall jost~. deootet th~ former poptllatiolt or !-bill rh..ce. The peopie ale .aid to have' I!fllig,al~ 
alIoaalialf • G8IItuI'J -co to tbe motlOlaios cf Kolonil. 

:J 



DESc.rRIPTION OF THE TOWN AND FOR'·RE!:;~. 

sevp.rallayers of Greek masonry, which shew that this important post 
was not neglected by the ancient masters in the art of war. If a city 
cver existed in their time upon this spot, 1t was probahly Antigoll(,u. 
B tltore we tlntcred into the castle we ventured as ncar as safety a\\()wl.'c\ 
to the giddy height upon which it .tand" Looking down we beltel,\ 

the Aous still chafing its channel between two tremendous w~lIs of 
rock, which scarcely leave room for the river and the narrow road 
which winds along its side-. The noise of the foaming torrent at thi~ 
height is heard on ly in gentle murmurs. Beyond the Trebeshccna, 
upoo which Xlissura is situated, another lofty mountain runs parallel 
to it JroIU north to south called Mesgourani, both of which form one 
side of this contracted defile, The opposite height.<; ore called McI
chiovo, and are branches of the vast chaiu of ~ler12ika. From this ad· 
\"antageous position the Roman Consul Flaminius drove Philip King of 
Macedon by means of treachery, and thus gaincd an inlet into the 
interior of his territories. We were received into the fortress by its go~ 

vernor, and conducted over the fortificati ons. To this place Ali fre
quently scuds his stat<- prisoners as to one of complete security. We 
observed several of these wretched victims of his tyranny and suspicion: 
one of them was a poor Greek of Lepanto, who had heen seized at 
the dead of night in his bed, and hurrjed away instaQtJy to Ioanoina, 
from whence, after having been detained in a noisome dungeon 
eighteen months he was banished to this dreadful prison, where be 
had remained two years without even knowing the crime for which he 
suffered: the poor man could attribute hi!i misfortunes only to having 
procured a protection from the French ambassador at the Porte, 
Another prisoner was a young black eunuch, sent hlther for havmg 
struck with a knife and wounded one of the vizir's pages: this appear
ed a malicious urchin, and could scarcely be restrained by manual cor .. 

rection from his savage propensities . 

• It inter manu. quorum alteru.m )Erop~!l" altefllDl Alnlutn incol ... Toeant, angl1.ta n Ue flUII, iur 
uirum MlJM!T ript.m pr_btn.. LIT. I. znll. c. 5. 
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R01JT& 'to l'Rl!MHI-LmTRAL EGG!. 

Having oatio6ed our curi""ity, we de.cended into the town to .ati,fy 
our appetites with some coarse calamboci bread and eggs, and then ~et 
forward again up the valley of Aou., taking the same road as that by 
which Pbilip fled from the Roman legions. At the outokirts of the 
town we met a poor dervish in ragged appareJ, who beckoned me from 
the party and begged alms in a most piteous tone: after I had satisfied 
his request, he whispered in my ear the following sentence : ETuu J n"o"l~ 

X'UD~ ;~:7fl<l "'G" Xor.A~?PI TW, TMPXII('_u The vizir is a bad mun, for he ruins 
the Turks." A curious character for a Turkish pasha in a district of 
Grt.'Ccet The torrent of the river, which is always rapid and impe
tuous, was now greatly augmented by the melting snows : the bridges 
thrown across its channel are numerous and handsome, many having 
been erecled by the Byzantine emperors, and distinguished by marks of 
the Greek cross. The distance from Klissura to Premeti is about five 
hours: we crossed the Voiussa to enter this town by a handsome 
bridge, upon which a Turk of some distinction had been hanged a 
week before, for having shot a poor Greek in a brawl at a tavern. The 
gallows WB.6 erected over the centre arch, and the criminal hung for 
several days, a warning to aU who came in or out of the city, that 
the vizir has no respect for persons in the punishment of delinquents. 

Premeti is situated in a beautiful recess under some of the loftiest 
crags '" Mertzika, which here rise perpendicularly from their bases, 
shooting their .pir! forms into the sky with all the varieties of Alpine 
scenery. The snow at this time lay deep on their summits, and is 
"""tained in ca.,ities during the whole of the year. Numerous wolves 
iafest" this district, against wh""e ravages the fierce race of Molossian 
clogs is the only """nrity. We found Antonietti with our luggage 
sately lodged in the house of an elderly widow lady, which, like all 
the other houses in this place, stand. separate and distinct from its 
neighbours. After dinner our hostess came into the room with much 
_eDlODY, and having kissed our hands, preoented UI with some boiled 
eggs dyed in various colou1"II; an offering vt:<y general amongst the 

t 



TOWN AND SEllAJ OF PRBMJtTI. 175 

Greeks in the seuon of Pauion-"eek. For these lustral eggs there 
seems to be good classical authority. 

Et 't'eai.t que lutlret .nul lec:tumque locumque 
P, ... lit tNmula tulpbur ., on aWUl •. 

Being tired with our journey we repaired early to rest; next morning 
we paid a vi,it to the governor, who resided in a large serai above the 
town, which Salee Bey inhabited before he was removed to Argyro
Castro. This building was fitted up with greater splendour than any 
we had seen except that of Tepeleni : it contained very fine baths and 
a beautiful kiosk, paved with marble, in the midst of which was a 
fountain: the serai is situated in a kind of paddock, to which exten
sive gardens are annexed; it is also surrounded by strong works, but 
DO canDon are yet mounted. The governor, attended by Lis guards, 
escorted us in our return to the city, the only curiosity of which, 
worthy descriptiont, is a large isolated rock on the left bank of tbe 
river, apparently about sixty feet higb, and tbree hundred in circuit" at 
its base, (see the vignette.) On tbe top of this appear the ruins of 
ancient edifices j but though we were anxious to ascend and ~atisfy oar 
curi06ity, not a rope nor a ladder could be procured for this purpose. 
At length a young Albanian boy, about twelve years old, undertook to 
climb up the steep side with no assistance but his bands and feet, and 
this task be accomplisbed with apparent ease, by clinging to the rock, 
and supporting himself with a rew roots and twigs that gre,. within the 
interstices. From his description the whole summit is surrounded by 
a dilapidated wall, in the interior of which is a ruined cbapel and a 

• enid. de Arte Am. ii. m. See alto JunD.l s.t. 'fi. &la. 
_ Diai. OBDtUDl 11l1lnnrit on .. 

l.Gau. .lIe> tnUnU*ltia. of_ .;,.w u: Pl91lfM'l.. Dial. Mort. i.,\ ~ '. . 
... "'-'ti N IIIdebntec1 in tba followMg Alban;'u pronrb-" PTeme1.i, JelRttl, pt.eh bow.k, 0IlI._ 

.,~"--or ~ ~, r~ pooo pue, molt' M:qu." 
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tank or cistern of water. It is in all probability a small fortress, built 
Juring the times of the F..astern Empire-. 

Having mounted OUf horses at this spot, and taken leave of our 
courteous guide, we advanced for about two hours up the left bank of 
the VOlussa, then crosst.'d it by a lJobJe bridge of three arches, and 
soon came into some of the most magnificent scenery which nature can 
present to the travcller. The richness of vegetation in these concave 
vallc),s, covered with every species of beautiful shrub and the most 
Juxuriant verdure, was finely contrasted with the snowy ridges of their 
mountain barriers: sometimes the defiles became contracted, and the 
road closed up as it were by two walls, paining the eye to scan their inac
cessihle summits: al othertiUles impending rocks and precipices on the 
onc sidet scn'ed only to set off the fine curvilinear sweep of the hills on 
the other, and for many miles we had an alternate succession of these 
grand natural theatres, the semicircular coil on being alternately on the 
right hand and on the left, whilst the impetuous Aous dashed from 
rock to rock as it were in a series of continual cascades. Here and 
there a fine picturesque bridge added a new feature to these romantic 
scene~, a mountain cataract came foaming across the path, and "ilIages 
appeared upon craggy heights that seemed to dc~y e\'cry hand but 
his that wields the thunder. Some of these werc at this time deserted 

• 'rhe following i. tae e.ccount givan of thill reck by Mr. JOO88. "Neu the river ii II. CllriOIlS per. 
pendiclllar. rock, ~t 188t 8~Xty feet high, on which .Ilre ruinl •. I procured II. l~er whicb reached. 111M 
way to the lIummll, Ind chmbed uptbe otber baUWlth gTut dIfficulty, by puttIng the suh of my gludo 
round the root! of a tree "bich groWl from the tide. Round the edge of tlte roelo:. I found a waH about 
si1 feet hi~h. with battlementl at equal distancell. and on the nortb @ide whC're I ascended tlillre i8 a 
I1llolI1 tower. Towarda the .outh are t .... o roo"", and the foundation of a third: the middle one i, 
e:llctly .Iimilar . to a bat11 in the old Moori.h ~tle of Cinlta .in Pottu¥al, but rather .maller in dimen. 
aioDI; It con"mad clear water about three feet In depth ; bUilt Wall e'ldeo! frolo the matk. on the wall, 
lb •• the "ater lIomelim6ll rose hifber. My goide, wbo wu the diducaloa /4nd mosl learned man of 
the pla~, told me it never WaLl WIthout waw, Ind lbat when 80me of the inllabitaUl8 ODce eadeavoured 
to empty it, tbey oould not IUcceed. It je fifteen feet long. nille wide. Iud ~even high, from the water 
to the centre of the arched roar. Tbi., at ",.11 al 'th. room adjOining, "at eoatod witb C611lt!nt or 
. tucco. The account of. the people ~ refen the ;"Whole to a religioua ettabli.hm.r:r.t; but J ~hould 
,alh. eoneM'" it to ha,e bMn a fortrett. At tbe ,ciltance of a fe"Wlu1udred Ja.rcIJ down the ri,er i!l 
anolber rock lIimitlf to tbis inlhape Ind lize, on .lnch are also a r.., remailll of ~Iding." 
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by their inhabitants, on account of the plague, which was spreading 
i.tself in the district, having been introduced by some wandering 
gypsies. In several instances we saw the people who had de~('cnJed 
into the plains and left the sick in their villages ~ these were guarded 
by a cordon to prevent communication, whilst the rest were encamped 
in tents and huts made of the boughs of trees. 

After a ride of seven hours .we came near the once populous town of 
Ostanitza. At the distance of about two miles we crossed a considerable 
river called the Sarandaporos, by a bridge of a single arch, so highly 
pitched, that'we thought it prudent to descend from our steeds. This 
·stream Bows into the Voiussa, and near its jUDction forms with that 
river a beautiful peninsula, which in 8JI probability is the ancient 
Castra.Pyrrhi, at which Philip arrived in his first day 's retreat from 
Flaminius, after his unfortunate defeat in the stmits ofKlissura-. This 
peninsula is a fine eminrnce washed by each of these rivers, and on the 
summit are remains of what appear to be ancient fortifications. No
thing can exceed the beauty of the prospect froUl hCDce, down the 
vaHey of the Aous; though the fine rocky Sl'enery above, clothed in 
rich wood is scarcely inft·rior. The terraces of this ancient fortress 
were covered with a turf as soft as silk, and enamelled with a thowana 
wi1d flowers, intermingling their varions hues. 

Having next crossed the Voiussa we passed the picturesque ruin of 
an old Greek church half covered with ivy, and ascended the steep 
hill upon which Ostanitza is situated. It is now a poor town, scarcely 
containing 300 houses; but the site is superb. It must once have beeD 
extremely populous and large, for I counted near twenty churches 
which appear to have been ruined and deserted for some centuries. We 

• Rex primo dlC lid CUtTiI Pynh' pervenil; locut, quem i~. voeant. est in Tripbylil. te~ . Meloti
dit; inde POSlTO dle (ingeDI iter. agmlDlt, -:ed melu, urgebal) m Mo~te~ Lmgon renult: 11'111 mOIl_ 
Epiri ,unt, intNjecli Macedonllle Tbeuaheque. Latus <luod fergrt In Thlll8iliam, oneIll 8pectat i 
leptentrio. M&eedonio. objicitur. Lif. I. xXXIi. c. U. 
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found from the Inhabitants of this village more incivility than we had 
experienced in 1111 the rest of our journey, and it was with difficulty 
tbat we could procure a lodging. It was pretended that the codgia
ba!hee wa~ abrent, and after riding about for near half an hour, we 
procured a miserable hut some degrees worse than an Irish cabin . We 
ascended to our loft by a broken ladder, and Mr. Parker had very near 
broken his leg by slippinp; through its decayed fioor into the .table 
below: it was with the utmost difficulty we could find two sound 
places to spread out our bed.. Other travellers also have complained 
of similar ill usage in this place: Mr. Jones was refu.cd admittance 
altogether, and learnt that four soldiers belonging to the vizir had been 
murdered but a few days before hit arrival. 

As there was nothing here to tempt our stay, we started hy sun
rise next morning and proceeded through a very picturesque and 
beautiful country inlQ the great plain of Konitz., which city lie. 
about four hours north-east of Ostanitl!a. It i. situated on the roots 
of a magnificent crag, which funm one .ide of a deep defile, through 
..,bieb a foaming tort"e1\t 'Caned Voidoml1ti, oc the" ox-eye," pours its 
tribute into t\1e Voiu$m. The tn()untains on the other side this chasm 
are on'a stiH grander scaJe, and form a noble curvature e xactly similar 
to the exterior of an enormous Greek theatre: thi!i resemblance at a 
distance iIJ remarkably striking, and constantly attracted our attention 
during yesterday'. ride·. 

Koniua stand. at the north-east..,d of its large triangular plnin, 
being beautifully situated upon the deciivity of a mountain .. hose 
8ummit is crowned with the remains of a ruined castle: · to the south of 
this acropolis is a deep ch.Mn amidst rocks which scarcely yield even 
to that of Klissura in the rlark krrors of tbe· aby .. : this defile is 
bounded on tbeotber side by that Doble mountain range, curved in a 

• PlinJ. flJMlAkiu! or the gTNt mOllntain. bet"~n Th _ _ \y .nd thaN inte~oled between it and 
:Bpinu, uJ' they are all eur.ed Jike • thoatre 1 .. Oillnefl ilieatrali modo inSe.-ci.' Lib. i., c. 8. 
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theatroidal fOTm. which had 50 strongly attracted our attention y~ 
tCl'day, Its mo<lern n<tme is Papingo; it i" difficult to dtte .... 
mi.ne its ancient appel1ation: perhaps it lUay be that Mount Lignon 
over which. according to Livy, King Philip rt't~ted into Th~~l:lly, 
when he tied before tbe Roman consul. 'l'be Macedonian monarch is 
much blamed by that historian for this precipitate retreat., since, had 
he opposed bUI a few hundred men to tbe pu ... uing enemy, amidsllbe 
terrific defiles of these mountainous regions, he might not only hltve 
prcventro his advancp, but probably annihilated the greatest part of 
his army. 

KOllitza is onc of thc be~t specimens of an Albanian city that we 
saw: its housc~ stand f()l' the most part separntc, and the courta being 
plunted with trees, a very pretty effect is thus given to its external as
pect. It containc; 5000 inhabitants, ahout two-thirds of which arc 

Mahometans. It is 8 bishopric, but the bi~hop takes his title from 
Veil as, as that of Argyro-Castro docs fr01l1 Drinopolis. The bazar is 
particnlarly neat, and the habitations in general extremely good, being 
built of ston(", with handsome shelving roof~. We rode at once up to 
the grand serai of the vizir, and paid OUT rcspt'cts to h5 Albanian go~ 
vernor, 3 fine man, in 8 green old age, the intimate nnd' confidC'ntio,i 
friend of Ali. \Ve found him at his dinner-table wilh 8 Turkish dcr~ 
vish and six other A1bHllian friends, clothed in their sheep-likios, and 
eatiog a thick rice soup with wooden spoons. They received us with 
great cordiality, and were so urhrent with us to dip into their mf'U, 
that common politene8s forced us to gulp down a few spoonfuls of 
this horrid pottage. A'l we expressed a dcltirc to "isit the fuins of the 
ancient fortress, the ag;:\. sent three of hill guards to conduct us up the 
hill. We ascended by a winding patb, and as we went along picked 
up many of those beautiful crystals of quartz, for which this mountain 
i. celebrated: they are found in greatest abundance after heavy raint, 
detached from the matrix, and as they lie mi.ed witb Ihe gravelly 
particles may easily be distingui.hed by their brilliancy. Tbeyare 
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highly diaphanous and perfect, surpassing even the famous Alenfon 
diamond. in splendour and resembling tbem in form. 

Upon a rocky height, just before we arrived at the summit of the 
mountain, we observed an ancient Greek church, dedicated to St. 
Barbara; but the ruined fortress itself contained nothing worthy uf ob
servation: it is probably one of those with which Justinian covered 
the Hlce of this country for defence against the Huns and Sclavonic 
tribes which in his days began to ravage the Eastern Empire; but nei
ther here nor in the town itself could we discover the least vestige of 
any ancient Hellenic building. We were however amply-recompensed 
for the trouble of ascent by the splendid panoramic prospect which 
this mountain enabled us to scan. 

We mounted our horses at the foot of the hill, and proceeded across 
the deep ravine by a large but rudely constructed wooden bridge 
thrown over the torrent. I n a little less than three hours we re
crossed the V oluJ;sa, and proceeding in a south-west direction over a 
hilly country, arrived late in the evening at Mavro-Vouni, or the Black 
Mountain, whose appellation is derived from the nature of its soil, 
which gives it a very dark and gloomy appearance. On the summit 
stands a little village, where we slept, but starteu again next morning 
before the sun arose. We were gratified by a lovely moonJight, 
and the songs of nightingales resounded charmingly in the silence 
of the night. After the lapse of one hour we passed between two small 
lakes, aod soon afterwards arrived at the fine plain of Kalibachi, in 
which are numerous villages and a new han built by the vizir. In this 
vicinity are tbe ruin. of the city of Vellas, the metropolis of Konitza. 
At about one mile from the lake of Ioannina a noble prospect of that 
fine expanse of water come! into view. By the side of the road is a 
beautiful fountain beneath a neat cupola, which contains seats for the 
accommodation of travellers. Here we opened our wallets, and made 
an excellent breakfast, for which the keen air of tbe mountains had 
given us an excellent appetite. We sat a considerable time after our 
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meal to enjoy the beauty of the scenery, and then descended to the 
upper Jake, whose eastern side we skirted till we arrived at a han 
which is the station of the ferry-boats. Here, as we crolo!M'd the water, 
we saw, under its tmnsparent surface, the remains of many pilasters 
that once supported a causeway by which a pa.sage was effected on 
foot ael'08S the lake. We reached the opposite bank just below the 
hill of Dodona, and having left the baggage to proceed leisurely, we 
put our horses i.nto a gallop and arrived at Ioannina betore our usual 
time of breakfast. 

It was Easter Sunday, and we observed the Greeks in the streets 
greeting each other with the holy kiss and customary salutation of 
X(',\'"oi, a..koI, or " Christ is risen." A solemn piece of mummery is on 
this day perfonned in the churches, where a wooden image, representing 
the body of our Saviour, which had heen buried in a kind of Btl

pulchre on the preceding Good FrUlay with many mournful lamenta
tions, i. now raised up and shewn by the papas to the people, who 
view it with every demonstration of joy and salute it with long conti
nued exclamations of, xel\,"o, .:i:~II"7t--tl~"" ~"!hu . :" xe'rh C:~irl\. "Christ is 
risen- it is true that Christ is risen." 

On this day every Greek family that can afford it eats the paschal 
lamb, and, as an old author has observed·, "the severity of their 
Lent i. more easily supported by the expected enjoyment of the fol. 
lowing festival, at which- time they run into such excesses of mirth 
and riot, agreeable to the light and vain humour of the people, that 
they seem to be a\'enged of their late sobriety, and to make compen
sation to the devil for their late temperance and mortification towards 
God." Indeed one would suppose that the Greek church endeavoured 
either to push the epicurean system to the utmost by affording the 
highest luxury of freqUtmt contrast, or to render life a scene of morti ... 

.. PaullUoaut'. PrtIePt Stat. of tho Greek Church, p. lao. 
VOL. lI. , 0 0 
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fication by supporting the llUlllan frame during a small part of the 
year, that it Dlay just be enabled to endure penance all the rest. 
More than half the year is dedicated to the most rigorous abstinence. 
The four grand fasts are as follow; that of Lent-that of the Holy 
A postles, which begins the week after 'VhitsuDtide-that of the Pana· 
gia, preparatory to tbe great festival of the Assumption-and that of 
the birth of Christ, which continues forty days before Christmas. 
Therc .we bC!lides these numerous others of minor consequence, as well 
as every \Vednesday and Friday throughout the year. In most of these 
seasons not only is meat forbidden, but fish, butter, eggs, and oil: 
nothing but vegetabJes and a little shel1-fish is allowed, and not always 
the latter. TJle priests arc ycry zealous in recollllllclH)ing the rigid ob
servance of such austerities and launching forth the thunders of ex
communication against those vile offenders who presume to slight 
them; whilst the crime of eating flesh in Lent is that against which 
the highest price of absolution is fixed: adultery and murder may be 
compounded for at a much lower rate. "In the observation of these 
fasts,n says the author above quoted, " they are so rigid and supf'rsti
tiously strict, that they hold no case of necessity mayor can rlaim a 
dispensation; and that the patriarch hath not powr:r lllld authority suf· 
ficient to gi\Oe a licence to cat tiesh where the chnr~h hath commanded 
abstinence. .For suppose a person sick to death, who with broth 
made of flesh, or with an egg, may be recovered to life, they say it 
were better he should die, than eat and sin. Howsoever perhaps the 
Ghostly Father will be so far concerned in the other·, bealth, as (0 ad
vise the sick penitent in such cases to eat flesh, and afterwards con
fessing the sin, he promises to grant absolution." Times hare been 
when this power of granting absolution was a great source of gain; 
but times are now altered, and yery few of those who can afford to 
pay for absolution, think they stand in need of it: the women are 
the only part of the community who rigidly adhere to these ordi
sances, to the ruin of tbeir constitution and the torment of their lives. 



VISIT TO THE VIZIR, AND TO MOUCHTAR PASHA 

How far such a sy~tem of' deprivation may tend to the debasement or 
their progeny and the deterioration of the species, I lrave to the de
termination of better physiologists than myself. 

As soon as we had undergone the restorative process of the bath 
after the fatigues of our long journey, we paid a visit to the vizir in his 
serai of Lital'itza. 'Ve thought there was an evident alteration in his 
manner of receiving us, and we attributed this probably to its true 
cause, the failure of his designs upon Parga, in which he no doubt ex
peered British co-operation. 'Vhile we sat in the room with Ali, 
~louchtar Pasha was allnounced, who came to consult the v;zir 
upon affsirs of state: as their conversation was carried on in the 
Turkish language our presence was immaterial, and Ali prevented us 
from retiring. MouclJtar remained ahout twenty minutes, during 
which time he stood at a little distance from his father, with his 
hands resting upon his gold-mounted pistols, nor would he have 
prcsumed to take a seat, or been asked to do so, had the conference 
lasted as many hours: such is the filial reverence expected and paid to 
parental authority in TltIkcy! After Mouchtar had retired Ali conversed 
with us about our expedition and expressed his satlsiaclion that we had 
been at Tepeleni: he shewed us a few brass coins which had been dug 
up at Apollonia, but they were all Roman and devoid ofintercst. Vvc 
soon took our leave and adjourned to the serai of Mouchtar Pasha, who 
was anxiolls to hear news of his son as well as our opinion of Berat: 
he told us a long story respecting the palaia-castro at Jarrcsi ncar Te
peleni, saying that it belonged to a daughter of King l'yrrhus, being 
given as her dowry in marriage to an lilyrian prince: where he found 
this legend I am unable to tell. After this visit we adjourned to 
eat the paschal lamb with our friend M. Pouquevi1le, and spent a very 
agreeable day in comparing notes respecting what we had seen and 
heard during our Albanian excursion. The nelLt morning was dedicated 
to paying and receiving visits from our Greck acquaintance, and pro-

00 2 



!IfONZY AFFAIRS AT IOANNINA. 

cUriDg mODey for our bills upon Constantinople: in this latter nego
tiation we bftd no difficulty, for it happeoed to be the time when 
Mouchtar Pasha received his revenue, aDd as he was obliged to for
lVard money to Constantinople he found our bills a gTe-cit accommo
datioo. We procured cash chiefly in gold, for convenience in travelling, 
though we were obJiged to pay a premium for this. The gold coin 
highest in esteem throughout Turkey is the Venetian sequin, executed 
with as much deficiency in point of taste as the ancient Athenian tetra
drachm·; but like it equally valued on account of its superior purity 
and freedom from alloy. The elementary or lowest degree of Turki,h 
money is the aspert, of which three make olle. para: forty paras are 
equal to one l'id::.tre-, and thf" piastre may be reckoned equivalent to a 
French franc. rrhcre arc also pieces of twenty, sixty, eighty, and one 
hundred para., which last is the large.t silver coin. The Ottoman gold 
coins are rare: the largest are equal to five piastres and the smallest 
to half that sum .. Gold alway. fetche. a premium in the south of 
Europe, but more espooillil)' in Turkey, where the despotic nature of 
its goverDment impoeea the necessity of hoarding upon ih people: 
moreover the swver coiB is extremely debased, and is now little better 
than plated copper, which is soon made apparent after the pani. has been 
carried a week in the pocket. Every piece of coin, both gold and silver, 
is stamped with sentences from the Korao, for the 'furks carry their 
prejudices against image-wo ... bip so far that they will not allow even 
their favourite idol to be figured with the resemblance of man or beast. 
No laws being established respecting usury in Turkey, the r;lte of in-

• For a most ingenious Del interutinJ D_rtation U~D. Atheoiu Coiup by Lord Aberdeen, __ 
Mr, Walpole', ftfemoirw, p, "'li. 

t Thla .1.0, though \As \a._eat. coin, iI UIId by the Greeb &Del Twa u the general 81pnuion for 
.... 1tb; thUt WDen the}' wiah to denote a nrl rich ,man l~ My be hu ,many ~ .. 'Xu ,'!rOAM 
hpa," The OJ ;n 1. &. Mark'i ~~ (;. n. y, 8, loll IIOP"bt,t •• Iu &0 WI--:" IJ~ uc ,.., .. 
("'I'l!" X~"'''-''''' so ... or cird1e, it _ ill Turkey and aU other pal'll of the But, In wluch IbtI 
puna 11 curie4. 
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VISIT 1'0 SJONOIt'E' LOOOTHY.Tl 0'1' LlVADlA. 

terest is very fluctuating: it varies generally from ten to thirty per 
cent.lII; but when the rate is very exorbitant the security is propor .. 
tionably slight: some money.holOers prefer the 8"fe, othfTS the specu
lating plan, according as their prudence or their cupidity preponderates. 
Ali Pasha employs a corious method of gaining a per·centage upon 
money in his dominions. When the time approaches for paying his 
troops or otherwise disposing of any large ,urn" he buys up Ihe gold 
coin at the rate which it bears in Constantinople, pays it out at the 
high price to which this very circumstance has advanced it, and lh~n, 
when his own payment has by a plentiful circulation reduced its vnlue 
again, he orders all his revenues and other dues to be paid in gold. 

Next day we f{"sumed our visits amongst the Greek faillilics of our 
acquaintance, and found our old friend the Archon Logothet; oj' J/jva~ 

dia, who had arrived at Ioannina during ollr absence. IJe was lo(lged 
with thrt."e or four companions in a smoky miserable tenement, a p('r~ 

feet contra!t to the elegant and luxurious mansion wherein we had 
visited him at h~ native place. His residence at Ioannina was the 
result of Ali's policy, ~'ho obliges the primates and other officers of the 
Greek citie~ in his dominions to reside a portion of th(' :;ear 10 t,he 
capital. This circumstance, together with the quartering of hi~ troops 
upon the city, has more than quadrupled the expenses of house-rent, 
board, and lodging, since his accession to the sovereignty of Epirus. 
We brought Signore Logotheti home to dine with us, and were bappy 
in this and other opportunities of returning the civilities that we had 
formerly received from him. 

April 13.-This morninp; I set out in a caiqne, accompanied by 
Signore Nicolo, and visited the island, for the purpose of searching the 
monasteries for manu8criptS. In this investigation however we were 

• The rate (If u,ury wIlIl()metimei ~ery high n~ont'~ the ancient!!. In" the Feast" of Luc,iln Ze-
notbl!ll'lia i~ railed at by C\t'Odemu for bit ... we m '"}Or; four per cent. pel month, or forty.elgbt peT 
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completely disappoint<d: not a book beyond those necessary for the 
service of the church, a few folios of miracles or lives of saints; 
110t a MS. except a copy of the psalter and a collection of hymns. 
'Ve searched diligently six convents: the se ... ·enth was prohibited to us. 
being at this time the prison of the two unfortunate sons of Mustafa 
Pasha, and the cells of the monks Qccnpied by Albanian soldiers: as 
aU these religious houses have at various times undergone a similar con. 
version, the reader will not be surprised at the failure of our enter
prise. As we returned home across the lake about Doon, our ears 
caught the tinkling sound of distant music, and on IOQking to the 
quarter from whence it proceeded, we observed two monoxyla row
ing towards us yer.v swiftly: prcspntly we heard our names caBed 
out in a loud harsh tone, and then discO\'ered how the boats were 
frcighted. In the first was Mouchtar Pasha with hi. chief physician for a 
companion, whilst the second carrying his major.domo and his cook, was 
loaded with large stores of eatables and a household fiddler, like the 
ancient bard, that invariable concomitant of the feast·, stretching his 
lungs to the tortured catgut and celebrating in wild Albanian music 
the deeds of Ali and his valiant sons. Mouchtar was iu high spirits, 
but all bis boisterous exclamations could not discompose a muscle in 
the face of this modern I>hemius, or disarrange a note of his inharmo
nious strains. The pasba insisted upon our returning to dine with him 
on the island; an invitation which needed not a repetition either to 
Nicolo or myself. 

At landing we were met by a concourse of people who accompanied 
us to a neat well-furnished house, where a considerable number both of 
men and women staid in the room laughing and joking with the pasha 
as if they had been his equals. Indeed the manners of the prillce ap-

• 'Ou "lap ~ylol ')'. "I 4'''f f'i,_. A.",..,~d~J/ l,wlt 
°U or"" tll,POih.,,'l jU" lxtl. ~(.I.,)r'lrot lnrioflK • 
.6.atrllpOvrr 8 u"q owJUU' la""MwlI1'"cu 6.0100;. 
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peared but little superior to tho!>C of his retainers, whilst hls coarse 
and boisterous mirth seemed admirahly auap\cd to the llleridian of 
their cap .. wities. In the mean time the cook Rnd people of tht! house 
were busily employed in heating and preparing the viands, and in a 
short tillle abo~t twenty as neat and piquant dishes were set bdorc us 
in regular succession as ever graced a pasha's table. MouchtaT justtook 
off lhe edge of his appetite wilh four hard eggs and a proper quantity 
of bread! and at dinner when I affirm that he eat as much as two English 
ploughmen I believe I am within the line of truth. We made a 
partie quarrce, consisting of the pasha and his physician, Signore 
Nicolo and myself, and we dispatched the meal in Htlle less than OnC 

hour and a half. Two OT three women stood in the room ot.·arly aU 
this time, with whom Mouchtar laughed and joked between comses: 
IIC also rallied poor Nicolo, asking him whether this was not better fare 
tlmn what he lUet with at Rustschuk? Nicolo shook his head mourn~ 
fully at the mention of that dire abode, where, during a long siege, he 
had rrequently been glad to makc one meal a~day, though that wah upon 
horse-flchh. and rarely stirred out of a subterranean cavern which be had 
dug for himself as a uefencc agaillst the shells of the Russian urtt\\l'TY. 
The recollectioll of these privations however (lid oat dilliinihh Ilis ail'"' 
pt.·tite, which seemed rather incUned towards the compenSHtory syhtern 
of thing3. 'Vc drank the best wine which this part of tllC country 
produces, though it cannot boast of many positive good qualities. 
'Vhen an hour hau elapsed after dinner, we left 1\fouchtar to enjoy his 
hiesta, while we perambulatcd this beautif\ll little island and admired 
the channing scenery whicl~ its whole circuit displays. I could oot 
help making a remark upon the voracity of the grandee we had just 
left, to his physician, and requested to know how it was possible fOT a 
person to indulge such an inordinate appetite with impunity. The 
doctor replied that he was as much astonished as I was, " but those 
Turk., the) arc used to it." After our walk we took a pipe anel some 
coffee, and as Moucht.r Pasha intended to sleep on the island for tbe 



VIZIR SENDS HI8 CHAOU8HES FOR US. 

purpose of an early shooting exeu.raion next morning, we returned in 
the cool o.f the evenieg to the city. Next morning it being understood 
tbat I bad heeD to iearch for manuscripts on the isl,md, a persou brought 
to me for Bale an unedited treatise upon astronolIlY by Meletius the 
Archbilohop of Athens: it """'""ted of about 400 pages .in 4to., and the 
tigures as well as the text were ex.ecalted with remarkable neatness; 
bllt I had had too much ""porience of this worthy prelate'. blunders 
upon earth;Q his incomparable geography, to fancy that he would he 
lOuDd more accurate ill his delineation of the beaveos. I therefOre 
left /hi. I""",Ule in tile pot .... i"" of its proprietor. 

Scaroely a week had elapsed since our Albanian expedition, when 
the whole city of loanniDa was throWH into alarm on our account. 
Tbis happened whilst we were spending an evening accidentally at 
Mons. PouqueviUe's, when the viZlr Buddenly sent for us to his serai : 
as we were .»ot found at home, aDd no one knew where we had gone, 
at 1east a score kaivasis and chaousbei, with their gold and silver I!Ilieks, 
were dispatched over the town and environs to find us. Rumour 
stretched out aU her wings, and opened aU her moutbs upon the 
occasion, and wnidlt tb.e thoufi&Dd reports a80at concerning us, the 
prevalent opinion was that the buldnm war, to be our habitation 111 

revenge for the vizir's disappointed ambition at Parga. Even Moo'). 
PouqueviHc himself was infected with the alarm, and with a eharac~ 
leristic trait of generosity offered us tbe asylum of bill consular dwell
ing, which he a&i.ured us Ali dare not violate. 

However, neither Mr. Parker nor myself felt any alarm, but followed 
the chaoWlhes wLtb great tranqui'Uity through the streets to tbe serai of 
Lit.ritz.. Tbere we fouoo the vizir in the bighest state of good 
humour possible, and bia reception of us more cordial than any we bad 
before received. We .... re,hit dear frieoos, tbe Dativ,," of a country 
whi<:h be entirely l ... ed-eotfee, .... eetmeat .. IUld pipet, were brought 
to WI by ,.401eoa1e, alld the 6"" arms in the AlI>anian room taken 
dow .. for .our iD4lpection. The s-d .. oret of aU this sooo came out. 



TRANSLATION OF HIS PAPERS. 1189 

He had just received notice that his frigate, which he had sent to 
Malta for the purpose of being rigged, copptr bottomed, mounted 
with guns, and supplied with stores, had arrived in the. harbour of 
Prevesa, and the good humour bow exhibited seemed as lf it was occa
sion<:d by this sop thrown to the Epirotic Cerberus. A list of a\l the 
articles furnished from the British arsenal, had been forwarded by the 
port-admiral; but that important document being written in English. 
had put all the ,cholars of the seraglio to their wits end. though many 
of them before this had boasted not a little of their attainments in our 
northern langttage. When all had tried and failed. Ali bethought him
self of our assistance, and for this purpose sent his chaoushes to escort 
us to the seraglio. 

The papers being put into our hands we adjourned to the little 
justice-parlour in the court of the serai, where our first introduction to 
the \'izir took place; and with the help of Signore Colovo transft"rred 
their meaning into Romaic, through the medium of the Italian, though 
in many instaDces we wcre sadly puzzled by the nautical tcrms for vari
ous unknown instruments: by the help however of blanks, asterisks, 
and a few good guesses, we made out a tolerable translation, though we 
spent three hours in the labour. 

Next morning, Mr. Parker feeling indisposed, I waited alone upon 
the vizir, to know if he was sa6sfied with Ollr performance, and jf we 
could render him any further assistance. I found him in a room very 
magnificently furnished, and according to his common cllstom, smoking 
the houka. He appeared much elated by his acquisition, thanked me 
in a courteous manner for the trouble we had tuken, and expressed his 
intention of going immediately to Salagora to review his fleet. He 
then entered into conversation with me respecting our late tour, 
asked many questions respecting my opinion of the country, and of 
his son Salee, and appeared pleased with the answers which I gave him 
respecting the latter: he a,ked me aloo if we had discovered any silver 
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mines in hi. _..try; but.J "uted Ilinl that neither iny mend nor my
Self hitd swdfdl Inlherntogy: 'he silid he thought there were sonie in 
the tleigbbourliood 'of Tepelenl, ant! 'many persons had told him '0. 
Wb" tbeoe colild be J am un-able t6 conjecture; but if one ever did 
di&cc)"er Ilny 'it would be the height of cruelty to make them known to 
him, and thus condemn hundreds of his unfortunate subjects to pel'pe~ 
tti.1 imprisonment in 'the n~us bowels of the earth. When we 
arrived at the neighbouthoOd of Tepeleni, I expected he would have 
touched upon tliem~.shcre of Gardlki: bitt in this I was di,appointed, 
for he Was silent 'upon that su~lect, and I did not date to introduce it. 
He tben reqUested solne infbrmalion respecting the nations that 
in ancienl tunes possessed tbt: Jjslricts over which he had extended 
his dominion: ut the same time he paid a handsome compliment 
10 the generality of English travellers, for the knowledge they 
acquired upon such SUbjects. With a much mdre limited range of 
information than the vizir gave 'me credit for, and still having to 
struggle with pecliliar difficulties 'in 'the language that formed the me
dium or oohtmunication, I enaeavoured to 88.tisfy his curiosity by 
gWlng him a &UCclncl account of the '&rly ~etllers in these T<'gions, of 
their colonization by the Greeks. and their suhjection to the Roman!'. 
Ile listened with great attention and apparent interest, but made me 
dwell particularly upon the exploits of Pyrrhu" of whose character he 
never before had ony distinct notion: he inquired with a certain air 
of m;"trust about the elephants which that monarch employed ill his 
military operatitins, and asked, with a laugb, whether I thought ele
phants would be of any 'nse against his Albanian palikars: to this I 
'ainswered, that the mode of warmre was entirely altered since the days 
of" Pyrrhus, owing to the intention of fire:.arms; but that even now 
tho.e Bnimals:were employed ill great numbtrs by (jUr military men in 
\be' EwIl Indies. We tlten pMsed 'on to the Romao conquerors, and 
'be l~'lIot' a"lIi:t1e' o!J.ted :~'J tOld him that· the empire ohbe 
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world had been twice contested within the limits of hi~ dominion, once 
by land on the Pharsalian plain., and once by sea in the Gulf of 
Actium: he said he had heard that the palaio-castr~, near Prevesa, 
was the record of Z!-- great victory, but did not know before that it was 
one of such great consequence. 

My tobacco being now consumed, and being afraid of intruding 
upon the vizir's time, I made 8 motion to depart; but he requcsted me 
to remain, and ordered one of his pages to bring another pipe. In the 
mean time he turned the conversation upon Great Britain; but his in
quiries tended more to the satisfaction of curiosity upon trifling sub
jects, than to the acquisition of knowledge upon those of greater in
terest; for instance, he asked me if King George could cut off 8 sub. 
ject's head, and seemed quite astounded when I assured him that he 
had no more power than the subject h~d to (tut off his, unless the latter 
had forfeited his life to the law. He laughed outright when I told him 
that a member of the royal family or the king himself might be sued 
in a court of justice. He then asked me bow the king procured his re
venue, and when I answered from the voluntary imposts of his penple, 
he shook his head, as if he thought he should starve ifhe had to dep"Dd 
upon so precariou8 an income. Amongst other topics, of which it 
was impossibJe to remember haJf, he asked me what induced my coun
trymen to undergo so many hardships and run so many dangers by 
Jand and sea for the sake of visiting countries which were devoid of 
nearly all the comforts oflife. In reply I endeavoured to give him some 
idea of our mode of education and that general cultivation of Greek li
ter~ture which is apt 80 strong1y to influence the imagination and 
gene(1J.te enthusiasm; which impels us to visit the land that nur
tured and matu~ those ancient prodigies of talent, and to contemplate 
the scene. where '0 many important hi.torical event. took place. The 
vizirmuoed fora.hort time upon wbat! ob.ervedand then .aid, that he had 
not himself had tbe advantage of education. I confess my di"imulation; 
butl could not help replying that I thoughthishighne'8hadmadeabigher 
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use of his facultieo in the study of mankind, and that in England his cha
racter was in greater repute on the score of talent, than if he' had bf'en 
dignified with thetitleofaphilosopher. Thecomplimentevidentlypleased 
him, for his eyes brightened and his face assumed a peculiar expression 
of good humour. I took this opportunity of turning the discourse 
upon his own warlike achievements, and he related to me several parti. 
culars which I have interwoven into the' memuir of his life: he seemed 
to take a pleasure in dwelling upon the early incidents of his eventful 
history, which probably arose from the satisfaction he now receives at 
looking down from the height of security upon those periods when he 
was involved in perils and had scarcely a place where to lay his head. 
I longed to pul a few political questious to him relative to some more 
recent occurrences; but every oblique attempt was eluded, and direct 
inquiries were out of the.ques~on. 

My second pipe was now finished, and when I arose to go Ali no 
longer detained me: he said he hoped we should not leave loannina 
before his return from Salagora, for I had informed him that the winter 
being now past and travelling practicable, it was OUf intention no 
10nger to obtrude ourselves upon his hospi.tality. Thus ended the 
longest and most interesting conversation I ever held with this e~traor
dinary character: I took down as many items of it as I could recollect 
immediately on my arrival at home, but regret that my memory did not 
serve me to recollect ha1f his observations. 

Just about tbis time we had a sudden change of weather, and winter 
seemed again anxious to Tf'Sume its sway: snow appeared upon the 
lummita of the mountain., and for several days the thennometer 
,tood at 4IJ' of Fahrenheit. This melancholy aspect of nature however 
was transient, and tbe Grecian sky 800n resumed tbose brilliant tints 
and tbat harmonious colouring which during greatest part of the year 
add. such a charm to the beauty of ita scenery. 
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During this short gloom I occupied myself in taking extracts from cer
tain documents relating to Alhania and its capital, which were very 
kindly submitted to my inspection by st'vcral per~ons of our acquaint
ance. We afterwards resumed our excursions either alone or in the 
company of friends, and visited the beautiful monasteries on the borders 
of the lake, taking provisions with us, and spending the day amidst 
their shady recesses. The people of Ioannilla are very partial to these 
expeditions, and at many of the convents which we passed, were seen 
large family parties of men, women and children, reclining indolently 
under tile shelving porticos, enjoying the luxuries of the table, and 
listening to the discordant tones of a violin or mandoline, or accompa
nying the instrument in loud strains of nasal melody. These scenes 
brought strongly to our imagination the picture of ancient times, when 
the joys ofHfe appeared to centre in similar amusements. 

-Gc r*r( pl." "pOII'"":" qf'up i.e I/lAIO" ~araU"'r .. 
·Hp.(~ .. ~alVvf'I"Ot r;pia r' &<Tirn-a r;at f';~ ~J{" 

~Uf'Ot t l,i~'Ot ~.m:o", (/:a. i .. l ,:"i,a(: ~X':h". 

Od. (.4113. 

It is to be expected that the habits, manners and customs of a people 
will always bear a certain resemblance to each other in the early stages 
of their social existence and in their decline; that is, before refinement, 
which tends greatly to confound all peculiarities, is far advapced, a~d 
when it is almost extinguished. The amusements indeed which engage 
the minds of the modem Greeks are scarcely exceeded in simp1icity by 

• Such wu e,u tuppoeed to be the chief amusement of their 00&. 
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those of tbe beroie ages. The read« "ill bowever be satonisbed to learn, 
as I wus myoelf to bear, tbat .inee_ departure, theatrical exhibitions 
bave been displayed at Ioatmina und ... tbe patronage of the vieir, a 
temporuy theatre being ereeted, and the whole corps de ballet im
ported fronl Corfu: st:lcb a scene, I will .venture to say, was never ex
hibited in a Mahometan city since the era of the Hegira. The occasion 
of aH theMe festivities WWI the ·marriage of our young friend Mahmet 
'Pasha to the daugbler of a rioh bey of Larissa, "t which his futher 
Vely .. as present. 

May 4.-0n thi< day we observed· a bustle in loannin .. and a great 
number of monosyla skimming over the surface of the lake. Upon in
quiry we found that a grand festival was to be held on the morrow at 
the convent of St. George which is situated near the summit of Mount 
Mitzikeli. On the festival <>f our national Saint it would have been 
very unpatriotic in us to have been absent, and we detennined to join 
the throng of pilgrims. HaVing sent Antonietti forward with our beds 
and provision we embuked,about ooon in acaique, with Signore Nicolo 
for a companion, paased over the lake, and mounted our asses, of which 
great numbers were ready for hire at the other side: the ascent occu~ 
-pied about two hours, 1lnd was sufficiently amusing from the )udjcrou~ 
scenes cxhibiterl amongst the various parties through the obstinacy of 
their beasts. The hegumeOO8 with several of his caloY«8 met us at the 
gates of the convent, which stand. in a rocky recess, probably two 
'thousand feet .hooe the level of·tbe lake below, and immediately under 
the craggy summits 'Of ·the mOWltafo, where the SDQW la.y at this time in 
deep ridges. The best r~m in tbe convent w .. allotted for our recep
tion and the superior did us the bonour to sit at table, though bis I. ws 
did not allow bim to partake of our fare. He exulted much when he 
learned that his tutelary saint ",sa the guardian of our native island, and 
.. Bured us there WIIS not a beu..r or a more powerful one in the whole 
calendar. -In· Ute evening we sat in the balcony and amused ourselves 
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in seeing the pilgrims a.rrive, who deposited their It.oretJ in the C01n't

yard, and were accommodated in a long nnge of low rooms on the 
north side of the area; the apartwents of the monks occupy that on 
the south, and between them 00 the easterD side stands lhe chapel. 
Fires were lighted in the court to dress the yictuaois, round which the 
different parties sat feasting and singing to their discordant inslru
ments : in some places various fcats of strength were exhibited, in 
others the Romaika was danced, groups of women and children were 
seen scattered about the mountain, and the whole scene was full of. in
teTe!!t and animation. IIere the Greek character shewed itself in its 
more ligbt and airy cast, whilst the poor people, raised for a time above 
the reach of tyranny and forgetting their miserie., ga¥e way to their 
feelings and indulged in all their native vivacity. At night a lovely moon, 
which was now in the fuB, shed her silvery light upon the -surrounding 
scenery, and her rays, which were reflected in the lake below, I'(,'fH]el1ed 

loannina with all the villages and hills around its plain distinctly .thougb 
faintly visihle. 'Ve adjourned from the convent to the edge of a noble 
precipict·, a few hundred yards distant, where the mountain r~es altuG.l8t 
perpendicularly from the water's edge; upon its top Antooietti had 
pitched our tent in the centre of a large circular threshiug-thlor (similar 
to the ancient j.\lT'~II'''O' III""'~) where the honest caloyers tread Ol,lt .their 
corn by means ofhorscs and oxen. Here we sat to enjoy theJu.xury QfUw 

pipe and to contemplate the deligbtful prospect, whilst the night b,_ 
threw its plainti've murmurs over the surrounding rocks, and the sounds 
of distant merriment in the court of the convent broke upon mlr eBft 
through the gcunal siiC>Dce. The moon in these delightful climates seems 
almost to eUlulate the solar orb in brilliancy, and whilst I viewed her 
beams playing upon the surface of the water as upon a mirror, throwing 
into light and shade aU the rocks and promontories of the lake. and 
bringing into full view the 'line wavy undulation of Mount Olitzika, I 
felt that tbe mighty.bard, ,!.he.glory of.GFOOCe and ,of the human race, 



ANECDOTE OF MUSTAFA. 

must have painted from nature that noble scene, whose beauties it is 
scarcely possible to transfuse into any foreign dialect. 

AI wben the moon, refulgent lamp of night, 

O'er hea~o'B dear azure spread. ber sacred light; 
When lIot I breath disturb!! tbe deep lelWle , 

And not I cloud o'ercutII the . olemo IaIne; 
Around her tbrone tbe vivid planell roll, 

And ,tar, unoumMr'd gild tbe glowing pole. 

O'er the dark treel • yellower verdul'I! .bed. 
Aad tip with li\'(er M'ry mouutain', head; 
Then .hine the nle., the roeb in pro.pect ri .. , 
A ftood of glory buralJ from all tb."kiee : 

The conllciOl.l1 Iwainl rejoicing in the lIight 

Eyt! thll blue 'an!t and blOli th .. tUMlfullight·. 
II. "iii. Pope', Tran. !. 

As the time approached for retiring to rest we returned to the Con

'fent: but before we went to bed were induced by the beauty of the 
scene to stand for a few minutes in the balcony. There we perceived 
our kaivasi stretched out upon his mat, his head resting upon a hard 
pillow and hi, upper garment taken off and thrown over hiin: for the 
custom is very general in modem, as it was in ancient times, to sleep 
under the open portico (v,... «;$Jtr!' ie,/B1r':' . Od. r.399) . Mr. Parker, wlw 
w8sin his night-cap and bed-gown, went up to Mustafiiand gently awoke 
him: the sleeper just cast his eyes upon him and turned himself on his 
pillow with a groan: Mr. Parker then awoke him again, and again Mus
tafa turned bimself and uttered a still deeper groan than before. As he 
slept with his.taghan and pistols in his belt I cautioned my friend against 

• Ho" m!lcb more .imple and grind i. the original of thi. eplcodid pauage! 
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interfering any further with his rest and we went to bed. Next 
day however he appeared unusuany dull and n,cil-lncholy, and con
tinued. so for ncar a week, when Antonictti obsenill~ the change, 
wormed out the secret by dint of in treaties, and learned to hig great 
horror that l\iustafa had seen a .spectre at the convent, the ghost 
of the very Gardikiote whom he had cut down with his ataghun 
at the han of Valiarc. As soon as I knew this I immediately ex
plained the whole circumstance to the poor fellow, and made some 
excuse for awaking him. He appeared satisfic(1 with the explana
tion, but sai61 it was not the first time he had scen that fellow, that 
)( le~T~' of a Gardikiote, and he informed Autonictti that nothing should 
('vcr induce him to pay another visit to the convent of 8t. George. 

On the morning after this adventure I arose very early and attended 
the calayers in chapel at their orisons. This attention pleased the 
good fathers, and they sang in their best style. Yet how much did 
their mummeries diminish the effect of those sensations which the 
act of adoring the beneficent AiJthor of the universe upon this 
lofty pinnacle of his own creation, was calculated to inspire I Af'"...er 
service, the hegumenos accompanied me to the precipice where Ottr 

. tent was fixed: there we enjoyed the view of Ioannina, with its moun
tain scenery, illuminated by the rising sun, which had already 
absorbed the tints of morning in one broad blaze of brilliant light. 
How animated does the face of nature appear at this timt::, and how 
nobly has the bard described it-

YOLo II. 

Night "'anet, the vapouT'll round the mountain curl'd 

Melt into morn, and light awakea the world: 

Man bu another day to sweU the put 

And lead him near to little but his Jalt. 

But mighty nature bound. as rrom her birth; 
The Bun is in the beavenl, and life on earth; 

Flowen in the valley, 'Pludour in the beam, 

Health OD tbe ple, and frelhn_ in tb.1ItrNm. 
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The hegumenos, out of pure compliment to his English gue,t. had 
brought witb him from the convent library, au old Romaic history, 
containing the life of Saint George. When we were seat.ed in the tent 
he opeoed this repository, put on his spectacles, and edified mc·forthe 
space of nearly two hours with the miraculous feats of that great 
champion of the Chrjstian faith. I then heard of his undaunted 
conduct before the Emperor Diocletian in reproving idolatry, of 
his being struck through the body with a lance by the executioner 
without injury to the said body, of his walking bare-footed upon 
planks stodded with nails as if they had been boiled· peas, of his 
rema~niog unhurt amidst flames, of llis destroying a fiery dragon 
which infested tile banks of the Euphrates, aud a thousand other 
miracles, which have rendered his name so illustrious throughout the 
world. The na'Sal tones of the hegumenos, aided by my early rising, 
bad lulled me into a gentle slumber, when Mr. Parker and Nicolo 
arrived t with AntonieUi carrying provision for break fast, and put a 
s-t.op to the worthy monk's recit8.tion. Having made this early 
meal in one of the most superb sites that the world can afford. we 
b)ok a range over the summit of the mountain, and returned to the. 
monastery tor attendance upon grnnd mass, at which time we added 
our ·mites, to those of the other pilgrims, in support of tbis religious 
establishmen t. 

The Grm monks orcaloyers bave onlyooe order, which is that of Saint 
Basil. Their habit is a long cassock of coarse cloth girt round witha belt, 
a felt or woollen cap, and a black cowl. Their government is, or is in. 
tended to be very austere, as they are enjoined ohastity, obedience, 
and abst.inence from tlesh, during the whole of their lives: bread and 
fruit is their chief load during greatest part of the year, and at their 
feasts only do they eat oil, egg., or fisb. Greatest part of their time is 
occupied in their choir" in .tebeanillg. the palter, in singing hymns in 
honour of the Virgin and their 'plitIOo sain~, and in making their bows 
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or P..T'J,~OICt.1 as they are called, which, during the gre,,1 fasts, every 
caloyer IS obliged to repeat 300 times in the twenty-four hours: 
as for the great Lent before Easter, thf'y begin it with thr("c dtlys of 
absolute fasting, not even jndulging themselves in til(' luxurl('~ of bl'l'ad 
and water, and 00 the eves or vigils of feasts, the whole night IS ncarly 
taken up in the ceremonies of devotion: according to their rule, they 
ought to spend the greatest part of every other night within their cells 
in reading homilies and the lives of saints. Yet c\'en all this severity 
does not content some superstitious devotees, who entcr into a mor(' 
strict rule, and confine themselves to bread and water, and almost 
constant watching durir.g the whole of their lives. In tht' Greek, as 
in the Latin church, there are Jay brothers, who take the habit and 
adhere to the rule of the order, caBed fAlT'Ct.H¥P.lnl or converts, men 
wt'ary of the vanities of the world, or who wish by penance and mor
tification to wash away the stain of mortal sins. These unocrt'lkc the 
management of dotlJc~tic affairs, tend thc flocks of the convent, and 
pre:,s the wine of which both lay nnd regular brethren are permitted 
to partake. 

Like all other such institutions, the scveritil~S of tlw monastic oreter 
among the Greeks are considerably relaxed; the progress of inteHec
tua] knowledge begins to make men ashamed of those follies to which 
superstition had bound them, but it is long ere reason herself can 
entirely overthrow tbe fabrie wbich is propped up by prejudice and 
habit. 

'Ve returned to Ioannina for dinner, and in a few clays afterwards, 
when I had completed my extracts, we began to make preparations 
for quitting this place whieh had afforded us so interesting and agree
able a sojourn. Two days were fully occupied in bidding adieu to our 
numerous friends and acquaintance: on the 10th of May we paid our last 
visit to the vizir in one of his little tenements near the palace of Vely 
Pasha, where he was administeringjultice. We staid but a short time, 
and when we';vere about toquit for ever on this side the grave,an eminent 
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pt'rsonage with whom we had been so long acquainted and by whom we 
had been treated with so much ch'ility, it W88 impossible not to fecI cer
tain melancholy sensations, in spite of that horror which the knowledge 
of his crimes and the sight of his tyranny was calculated to inspire. He 
begged us to carry a letter toGencralCallJpbell at Zantc, in which he said 
be had expressed to him the satisfaction he had recei\-'ed from our visit. 
Having thanked his bighness for the hospitality we had met with in his 
dominions, and recommended MustafU. and Nicolo very earnestly to 
bis fil\'our, we arose and made our obeisance: this he courteously re
turned by bowing his head and placing his right hand upem his breast; 
after which we left the apartment and saw him no more. 

Being close to the babitation of 1\.fahmet Pasha, we took an affec
tionate leave of that engaging youth, who d~ired us to think of him 
as a friend highly interested in our welfare, and with great cordiality 
wished us a safe arrival at our native land. We finished our visits with 
Mouchtar Pasha, to whose youngest son, a fine little fellow about 
seven years old, we presented a pair of beautiful English pistols, as a 
slight acknowledgment of the attentions shewn us by his father. 
Mouchtar gave us a bouyourdee for our journey, in addition to that of 
the vizir, and promised to send with us through tile exteut of his pos~ 
sessions a young Albauian in his own service, son of the governor of 
Paramithia. We spent the evening, which was r3thrr a mournful onc, 
with our kind friend. the Messrs. Pouqueville, aDd theD retired to sJeep 
for the last time in Ioannin8. 




