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so~ ROUTE TO PARAMITHIA. 

1\1 A Y ll.-An early bour in tbe morning was fixed upon for ou. 
departure; but &0 long a time was occupied in arranging our affairs, in 
receiving viai'ta, and in distributing appropriate tokens of gratitude 
amongst our friends and hosts, that it was near noon before the 
cavalcade cou1d be put in motion. At length notice was given that 
all was ready: we mounted our horses and made our way with 
some diRiculty through the crowds that lined the court and ad
joining streets to witness the procession, which consisted of ten men 
and at least double that number of borses. Our first stage was to 
Dramisus by the road which I have before described. We were accom
panied thus far by l\fr. Ccrbere, a young Frenchman, who had arrived 
from Corfu on a VJsit tol\>Ir. PouqueviUe, and was desirous of inspecting 
the ruins of' Cassoprea. The evening was delightful, and Wt' retraced with 
pleasure the remains of this venerable Epirotic city. In addition to 
my fonner account I have very Jittle to add, except tJJ3t the wa)Js of 
its fortress are from eleven to twelve feet in thickucss, whilst those of 
the lower city appear to have been constructed only of a single stone, 
and could not have been more than two feet broad in the widest part. 
We observed a large piece of defaced sculpture lying upon the ground 
near some recent excavations; it represented a Triton in bas-relief, but 
the style of execution was indifferent. Upon a further consideration of 
this locality, I have my doubts whether it may not have been the site of 
Passeron-, one of the most celebrated cities of Epirus, where it was 
customary for the kings of Molossis to take a solemn oath, and exact 
one in return from their people; the former that they would govern, 
and the latter that they would defend the state according to the pre
scription of the laws: this was done after sacrifices to the Martial 
Jupiter; and that stupendous theatre which still exists may have 
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been appropriated to the solemn ceremony. I give this however as 
mere matter of conjecture. 

We slept at Dmmisus; but though we changed our cottage we did not 
escape those indefatigable torturers which had uestroyed our rest in a 
former excursion. On the morrow we parted with our compcmion nnd 
took the road to Paramithia, proceeding at first in a northerly direction 
till we turned round the extremity of Mount Olitzika towards the \\I{'st, 
in which course we kept gcncrally for the next six hours. Our routc 
during this time lay through the sinuosities of contiguous valleys, 
watered by h'dlH'purcnt streams, shaded with evergreens and thickets of 
beautiful shrubs, amidst which a thousand nightingales made the air 
resollnfl with thcjr sweet notes. It was here and in other parts of this 
excursion tlmt I felt to the full those ecstatic sensations which a 
Grecian spring, to which no description can do justice, is capable of 
inspiring; when a balmy softness and serenity pervade the atmosphere, 
when the richest tints are painted on the cloudless sky, when every 
vaney and plain is clothed in a deep luxuriant verdure, superior even 
to that which OUT own island boasts, when every grove is voc~, 
with the melody of feathered songsters, when a thousand ftowers dye 
the surface of the earth and shed a perfume through the air, when 
the bright splendour of the morning sun animates the soul of man, and 
the coolest shades of evening refresh him after his daily toil. Nur .. 
tured as they were amidst such scenes, breathing such an air, and in ... 
spired with such sensations, who can wonder at that delicacy of taste, 
that vigour of imagination, that tenderness of sentiment, that concep
tion of the beautiful which distinguished the sons of Greece, when 
Greece was free? 

In these valleys we met many partie. of Vlakiote shepherds driving 
th.lr flocks and herds from the great plains of Thesprotia, to which 
they had emigrated from the colder regions of Zagari and the Pindtrs 
mountains, tor the sake of pasture during the severity of winter. The 
vizit posreoiles immense tracts of land in the.e parts, and to him they 
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pay a ('crtain price for every head of cattle which they turn into his 
pastures. The wives and daughter!; of these people rode upon aBse'S 

and mules, whi1st the sons assisted their fathers in driving the cattlt:; 
the infants were packed up jn panniers together with the scanty ar
ticles of household furniture, aoJ carried on the backs of horses, 
being dosed lip in these receptacles till their heads only could be seen. 
In about SCH'1l hours wc arrived at the village of 'F.lefthcfochori on the 
top of a rugged defile at the northern extremity of the Cassoprean 
mountains of Snli. At this spot many sanguinary contests took place 
between Ali Pasha and the people of Paramithia: the conqueror has 
built a small fortress to defend the pass. The sun was setting wlit:n 
we began to dest;('ud through thi:. dtasm into the greut plain of Para
mithia, which extended before us its magnificent scenery: we could 
count five undulating ridges of mountains~ all rising one beyond the 
other towards the Adriatic coast and tinged with the colours of the 
setting sun. Emerging from the narrow part of this defile we coutinued 
along the mountain path on OUf left and soon saw the castle of Pard
mithia hanging as it were on a vast height abovc the city, which Jies 
supine upon the side of a large mountain. 

Paramithia j~ considerable in size and contains many good houses; a 
few of these on the outskirts had not yet recovered from the effects of 
assault in the wars with Ali. Almost all the habitations are separate 
and shaded by luxuriant plane-trees, beneath which there are more 
fountains of delicious water than I ever saw in any town: this, added to 
the channing scenery which its site commands, made me think I 
should prefer it as a place of residence to any otber part of Epirus. 
To what ancient city Paramithia has succeeded it is now diffi
cult to determine; Pandosia, Gilan"" and Bati"" all put in tbeir 
claims; those of the last-mentioned place seem genemily allowed, 
probably because its name bears the nearest resemblance to the mo
dern appellation. There can be no doubt but that an ancient city did 
once occupy this site, both from the remains of Hellenic building ob-
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servable in the fortress ano. the number of beautiful hronze statues 
whi.ch have heen dls('ovcreJ here In excavations, sC\'cra\ of whl.('h are 
very finely engraved and illustrated in the Specimens of Ancient Sculp
ture puhlished by the Society of Dilettanti·. We were conducted to 
an excellent )odgiug by the governor's SOD, who then left us and 
proceedp,d to the dWf'lIing of his father. Next Qlorning, whibt W(' 

we're at breakfast, we n:cci\'t'd a visit from two great personages, the 
Greek Primate aud tlle 13i~hop of Paramithia. The latter was very 
chatty, and as he sat cross-legged upon the floor beside our table, 
gave us a cotnplt'te hi~tury of his diocese, and described the manners 
of the people beforc the ,rjzir's conquest of the country, as barbarous 
and ~avage to the gre,dtest degree; not a person of any tribe or any 
religion daring tu approi.lch this inhospitable tract, where life was heM 
so cheap that the barbarians frequently used to fire upon each other 
when in want of employment against foreigners. We expressed a 
desire of proceeding a day's journey northward of this plain to visit 
some ruins upon the banks of the Thyamis, which have been supposed 
to belong to the ancient IJ~ndosia; but were deterred from this plan by 
the representation of our yisiters, who infmrned us tbat the who\e tract 
of that country was encircled by a cordon of troops, on account of the 
plague, and that if we even approached h, a long quarantine would 
await us at our return. We therefore contented ourselves with paying 
a visit to the governor and inspecting the fine fortress of ParamiLhia. 
For this purpose we took horses and employed full half an hour in the 
ascent up thesestRep and rugged acclivities. We passed many large iso
lated houses, surrounded with gardens, and having only loop-hules, in
stead of windows, from whence the musketry of their defenders might 
be most advantageously directed. We observed also a huge fragment 
of calcareous rock at the north end of the town, which had been de-

• Vol. I. 
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lached tbig very ... inter from an overhanging precipice: it had over
wh.lmed two boo..,. and killed several persons in ito fall. A t no great 
distance from this spot !ftood the ruined mansion of the ce'ebraterl 
Pronio Aga, one of the greatest warriors which this country ever pr~ 
doced. 

The fortress is very extensive and surrounded by an outer waH, in 
\vhich are silbstrtlctions of ancient maSOnT!; but this is much tnore ap
parent near a gateway at the south-east angle, of which a repre!et1ta. 
tion is given at the head of the .chapter. The foundations of many 
hous •• and other buildings "itbin its circuit shew that probably the 
whole city, or at lenst a considerable portion of it, once stood in tllis 
quarter; the view from hence is magnificent, . the height being pro
bably a thousand feet above the level of the plain. After having 
smoked a pipe with the go\'crnor, who received us civilly, and seemed 
much pleased at the opportunit.y we had given him of seeing hi. son, 
we returned into the town, ~ing thrO\lgh the bazar, which is hand
Some and spacious, cooled by delicious fountains and shaded by um
brageous platatri; from thence we descended through gardens and (rr
ebards at the southern extremity into tbe plain, and proceeded on aur 
route towards Suli. 

We were delighted with tbe cantinual pro'pect of towns and villages 
peeping oot oftheir green mantle of cypr ... es and oriental planes which 
adam this mountain scenery. In about four hOtttS,.e arrived at the 
district of Phanari, comprising that grand sweep which the plAin 
make. toward. tire S. W. op to tire cu ... t of the Mediterranean: it. level 
i. lo .... er than the plain of P.ramithia, and di,tinctl, marked by 8 

moderately high boundary like a shelving shore; this together with its 
perfectly eYen surface, urrbrtYken b, a single t1I'Idulation of gronnd, 
seems to confirm the ttaditiOl't that it was a.eriio ... ed by the .ea in the 
remote ages of antiquity. After riding half an hour and then turning 
to the left we were astonished by a view of til. dark rocks of Suli and 
the defile of the Acberon: but no pen can do justice to tbis scenery! 

It 
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It seemed as if we were about to penetrate into Tartarus itself and the 
awful recesses of the Plutonian realms; !~. · Al'll~ xW~~t ~>t""'1 $!;;~' 'rhe 
magnificence of this scene is but imperfectly represented in the annex.ed 
plate; I was unable to take much more than the outline, and it re~ 
quired the talents 'of a profe.sed artist to do Justice to .11 its parts: if 
that friend who has kindly embellished this sketch bad been prescnt to 
take it originally, the reader would have gained a much truer im
pression of the mountains of the Achcron. This river Ao"'s in a fine 
curve tbroug~ the plain after it has left the rocky channel, which during 
successive ages it has worn through this terrific chasm, amidst the crags 
of which its hoafse murmurs are distinctly heard. Proceeding a little 
further we came to the ruins of a Greek monastery which had been 
destroyed during the Suliot wars: it stood on the very brink of the 
Acheron and withitl the precincts of an ancient tcmple: this was evi
dent from a considerable number of columns, some of which lay Hcat
tered on the ground, whilst others~ though broken, still rested upon their 
bases: it seemed as if the temple itself had been at ~otne time or other 
repaired or enlarged; for though many of the pillars were of antique con
struction and the granite of which th£'J were made was in a state of de
composition, others were marble, of smaller dimensions, and a more mo
dern form. 'Vhilst we wcre debating with oursc)ves whether these frag
m£'nts were e ... ·cr included in one of Pluto's Aeherusian temples, or whe
ther we might not be standing upon the site of that Pandosia which 
with the fatal Achcron Alexander king of Epirl1s tbought he was com
manded by the oracle' to avoid, a party of Albanian peasants came up, 
of whom we inquired the name of' the place where we stood, and heard 
with no little surprise thut it was called Aidonuti. Thi'!! appeared to 
confirm our conjectures-for Aidoneus or Pluto, a king of the Molossi t 

waa fabled to have carried off Proserpine, the beautiful claughterof Ceres, 
from Sicily to thi~ very regioll) where Theseus and Pirithous were af .. 
terwards confined, when they attempted to deprive him of his prize. 

J' u. 2 
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The name of Aidonati therefore preoerved apparently from this tradi
tion afforded grounds for the supposition that this was the Temple of 
the God of Hell. Anxious however to prevent mistake> I questioned 
our Albanians upon the reason of the appellation, and was rather dis~ 
concerted at hearing it proceeded from an old Greek saint, who was 
held in great veneration, called San Donato, (A'Y'~' 6.0~.zTO') and who was the 
patron of the ruined monastery which we beheld. This confounded all 
0"1' reasonings upon the subject till I recollected tbat the devil had been 
converted into a saint in Sicily·, and it was possible the Greck church 
might not wish to be behind her ~jstcr in paying a similar compliment to 
so great a personage, at the same time a story concerning this Saint 
DonHto Rashed across my mind, which the Bishop of Paramithia had 
related to us in our conierence during the breakfast yesterday. U At a 
little distance from the village of Glyky," said that prelate with great 
gravity, " rllI}!~ a small rivulet which s~pplied tbe inhabitants of t.he djs~ 
trict with cxce1Jent water, until a fierce dragon, with fiery eyes and 
poisonolls bre.1.th, taking up his residence at its SOurce infected the 
stream to such a degree that aU who drank of it immediately perished, 
insomuch that the country became almost depopulated. In this ex
tremityan ancient hermit, who for his extremc sanctity was reV('fCIlC't'd 
as a saiJlt under the title of San Donato, mounted Ilis <l!lS, and armed 
only with an osier twig undertook an expedition again:'!l the formidable 
monster. The dragon, as 50011 as he espied his antagonist maue fu
riously at him, roBing volumes of flame and smoke Ji'om his nostrils: 
then twisting his tail about the legs of the ass he was upon the point of 
throwing both animal and rider to the ground, when the holy man call~ 

• Mcl,.tiu~ ill. his account of Panmitbia cans it K&,.po" Tii • Ayl", .o1G"d.TII, TO iI'lI'O'lo>' 0:0.. naf'<ll'w.'/a 
~'ItTal. , til ioJrti rWy Tlrpult' A·i~d., ~ ~a ... p6r.po~ f'~,,~~ :K4At:ITO· (Mel. Oeog. p. lSI7.) where be 
is 1""Hainly mi~~'ltm, (or Ai~,:cl or A';~o"cif'1 il a diltri.ct in which Glyky il situated at the bollom of 
tb, fOl"kll 01 Sull, and P.tatl.llt~,a neYt'f wu t.Jlei by either name, b I coul? learn in aU the inquiries 
I mode at the place; bill MelehuR mikes the fiver Ache-ron run from the hel1htl of PuamLthiR "here 
110 riter flo", at all, aDd this hu led, hiD) into t~ mo,. . ' 

1 
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iug aloud upon the name of the Panaghia, smote the heast on the 
head with his osier twig and killed him on the spot: tht.:11 advanciu(T to . ~ 

the stream where a concourse of people had collected togcthn. ht~ took 
up some water in his hand, and drinking it in thClr prC'!:>enl'C, cfled 
glyky, glyky ('}'>"UK~,'}',).\lII~)' 'it is sweet, it is sweet;' from which action 
the village of Glyky at the bottom of the Acherolltian c,,",sm is 
said to derive its name. A consideration of all these circumstances 
served to confirm us in our original conjecture; for in this old 
monastic tradition we still kept sight of Aidoneus, or Pluto, or Satan, in 
the form of" the old serpent, whose poisonous breath in the rites of 
paganism infected with deadly venom the water of life, until its sweet
ness and salubrity was restored by the holy saints and martyrs of the 
Christian faith. We concluded therefore that one of the~e pious men 
having cstahlished a monastery upon the ruins of the pagan temple, 
had not given, but received. hi~ name from the district in whlch it was 
situated, a name which had descended through all the different ages of 
superstition down to the present lime, from that Aidoneus, who, in the 
very district from which he carried off the daughter of Ceres, is com
IIIcmoratpd in a similar manner; for there exist:; at this day a small 
town in the vicinity of EDna which bears the appellation of Aidone-. 

From the ruins we advanced to a strong fort built by the vizir about 
half a mile distant from the village, where we were received with 
great civility by the Albanian governor, a man who had been en
gaged in the seventeen years war of Suli, and who amused us with 
many intere~ting events relating to that eventful history. At dinner we 
drank the waters of the Acheron, which have either been much misre
prescntcd, or if they ever were bitter have entirely changed their 
nature, being now extremely cool and agreeable to the taste. Though 
we were much fatigued by yesterday's journey, not one of the party 

• Vid. D'Orville, Sic. p. ICO. 
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could obtain the least sleep during the night, owing to myriads of 
vermin which haunt every Albanian dwelling, but more especially the 
forto and quarters of tho soldiery. We therefor. rose berore the ,un 
and pitched our tent amongst the ruins of the l)luttmian temple 
upon the bank Df the river. Alter bl'('~kfast we ~l o\Jl to make an 
excursion through the plain of P1J1tnari, iu scnrcb of' UJC ti.lmed Ache~ 
nuian Lake, from whence we knew we could not be tar distant by the 
description of Thucydides, which also plainly designa tes the rdative 
situat.ion of the AcheroD and ThYBDlffi, bJ mUllY travellers and geo.
graphers so stmngcly confounded.-His words are these :-'op"":~O~TIlI 
af Xf"";pm ,,~, fllf1'ff~wr:l'f ,.;(' t" I, ),.,~,. r.~, ".i~ .. ~ .i,..ip ,i1/T; II.II"~I oiwo. .sQ;M'''G'''~ 

... T; E,,-'UA'f'I/, ""' 8",'ft'ftlTilH 'lfuf'" jEu.eF' 4. 'lJ"a,' '&\lT~~ AX,Hlltr:" ~;,..,~ .. h T~~ 5"'A<l1f'~ 
. ' /' - 0 '~'A ' \ " ,t:l.! ' " ".. , , Q",U' " Ill' • TII{ <g'1Q"'II"~T"O~ xlelol~ " . Tll',.,." IINfI llf,.,...;u,U U( !l.VTJlt ,,~ ./I lot", TI!V 

, , ~ '-. ' a' • • 'r - ~'K ' 'r' \ urlol~U""I"V 'Xli, f" fl' ./III-I o,;:rlJ"i-"I{ "'J71£/4'~' PPI.,r.J~ T'I~ 0'If'1r'fI<>TlII!I. )I.!l.I f)f'~JlV 1oI~ 11TH 

~ ~./Iell' ci~'''U TO X"fIoi(IOl!. (Lib. i. cap. 46.) 
Descending for" short distance ~long the right bank of the Achcron 

we left it where it p}akes a bend to the S. 'tV. and soon arrived at th!' 
village of Pot8uJiat more rude and miserable in appearance than olle 
of Otaheite Of New Zealand. The be&t of its honses are constructed 
of hurdles, one side of which is ]cft open to the jncicUlcncy of the 
seasons alld the gight of J»lsscngcn;, where the inmatcs Illay be "Cl'1l 
huddled together wjth their pigs and other domestic animab <.IJmost 
in a state of I)udity, Some of their huts actuaUy consist only of 
branches of tr..,. half cut through, which being turned down and 
faJIte.)('d to the ground forlll a kind of tCllt, to which the trunk of 
the tree iCrVe$ ai a pole, but ill which one would suppose it impossible 
for human beings to e:llst. Notwithstanding all this apparent llli~cry 
the village b~d a curiAl, .. and "icturesque appearapce, being very large 
and iutersecled with pUllleroUll gt"eeo ~"cys covered with vines, shaded 
by trees of every description, and adorned with a vast quantity of 
flowers for the n~urishment of bees, which every family appeared 
to cultivate. Their hives were of the inost simple con!ltruction, con· 
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slstmg merely of hollow cylindrical pieces of wood phu'ctl upon a 
bench, and covered at the top "'ith a tile. Leavitlg Votarnia we 
passed. over a marsh or bo~ formed by the overflowing of the river 
Vava, which is probably the Cocytus ofanti(Juity·. It flows from hep 
low the mountains of Margariti i opposite Paramithia, and uflt'r skirting 
the oppo~ite stele of the plain eUlptie~ itself into the Achcron at a 
small distance from its mouth helow the village of l'cheuknidcs. Having 
passt'd this marsh, not without some dtlllgcr of sutfo('ation, we found 
in the midMt of 8: bcantiflJi grove, not a palaio-castro as \Ve had been 
Jed to expI'ct: hut an ancient Grct,k church and tlte rl'mains of a mo
nastery dedicated to St. George: it was bUIlt probably eluring the t ron hle
.. orne times of the Lower Empirc, like man.v of alit English COli vents, 
In this illa("('('~~ible situation, for the ~ake of s{,~LJrit.r. From fWllc(' we 
toiled OVer the roots of the Tr.amouriot hills to a lake whos(' super
fluous waters are carried off by a catabotliron or suhterrancan channel 
into the great mnrsh hear Porto Phanari: hut thi!o. we soon perccivt'd 
wa.'; not tlH' hike of which 'vc were in sCiiTch; we therefore made , 
towards:l high pr~je('tiTlg point of land, at the extremity of \\ hieh, 
overlooking the plain, stands the deserted monastt'TY of St. John, huill 
witllio the peribolus- of an ancient Greek tt,ttlple of very fine eyelopt'all 
lIIasonryt. The view fram hence of the plain, with its majestic circle 
of m{mntains~ oof Potto Phanari and the Ionian Sea interspersed with 
island!l is extremely beautiful. Nothing of the monastery is preserved 
but its chapel; at the altar we observl'd s('v(>l'al pain, of crutches Icft 
there by credulous devotcee, ,tbo ascribed the cure of their mala. 

---------------------- - -
• Patl~. lD hi. description or the Achet'on, rlllllftotH that the Cocyhu 1I1~ 1I0w~ ill thl" ~o.m8 

plain-" 'II'~t i5i. "fj U(vpto' ),ljJII'I rf ''fIJI 'AXlp"II'la ' ·")."I-'(VI), ... , 'll'O'Tdl,tlt 'AX/pwv pi, lit "l" Kw/:{m.l, 
;&"p unp,,"cII'raroll," and no other river except the Acheron, now calk-d the 7:ora/.It r. },;,;)," and tbe 
Vava 18 to be di'ICovered lD the PhanRri. Thf! very appello.tlOll VILV.i. «(in/3o), winch I' lin clI.preuion 
or grief or averaion, '!<'em, to . trengthen the conjccture, and not only tillS, but the water of tb\' VIVa. 
exactly llOincides .ith the cltpressiCln Mwp ,htpn.,.u:rov, for It fluws Rlowly over a dr<:p muddy 8011, im
bibing noxious qualities from innumen.ble weed. upon it& banks, and fonn, greatest par' of Ihe Malaril!. 
of the -'plain. 

+ The epeeimen giftn in 1'01. i. p, ')14, i. take. from thl~ pt', iL.uI..,. 
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dies to the miraculous intervention of the saint. Probably this very 
spot on which we stood was the great N ccyomantkulIl, or place tor 
evocation of the dead, so celebrated in the early periods of Grecian 
history; for it is dose to Cichyrus, and Cichyrus was the very capital of 
Aidoneus. Herodotus informs us that it stood amongst the Thes
protians 011 tbe banks of Acheron, and at the same time relates 
a curiolls story of Periander tyrant of Corinth, who sent hillier to 
consult the shade of his wife Melissa-, Pausanias also makt''Il mention 
of it, and says that the adventure of Orpheus was referred hy sume to 
a journey which the poet made to this oracular shrine [0\' making the 
spirit of Eurydice. 

A papas or prJe'll t, who was well acquainted with the topography 
of the place, pointed out to us the real situation of the Acherusian 
Lake, which appeared at this distance like a small copse of underwood: 
he offered at the same time to conduct us thither by the nearest route, 
as the roads along this part of the Pbanari are difficult and dangerous, 
on account of numerous bogs and marshes. Before we proceeded 
with our intelligent guide in this direction, we accompanied him to a 
very ancient palaiO-castro, about half a mile distant behind the con
vent, the walls of which, though for the most part they lie in a con
fused Ulass of ruilJ, may be distinctly traced in a circular figure; 
those parts which remain perfect exhibiting a specimen of masonry 
apparently more rude even than Tiryns itselt~ though the blocks used 
in the construction are not of so large dimensions. The annexed sketch 
will give the reaJer some idea of their antiquity . 

• Herod. lib. Y. c. lit. '"l'tIm", yelp 01 if; e,,."plIITilc i7(' 'AXipol'ru 'lfOf"apo)' limN-I: l,..l ,.d 
Nuwopa.,.",to)', &c. !bot. c. xn:. 3. 



RUINS OF CICHYRUS on EPHYRE. 

1 suppose this to have been the ancient city of Cichyrus or Ephyre, 
not ooIy from the situation assigned to it by Thucydides in the 
passage above quoted, but from one of Strabo, which on several ac
counts is worthy of insertion: 

, " ' ''a. ' ~'E' ' I" Kl&lrfTloI"""IIoI~J f'IKfO~ U1ne 1"" .J1tA.I&T1'lH n Iteu AI&Tpllt. Kit! nlt~ G(fl(l(.. 1t(l(.1 8(1(.1'1"'1 n 

f'1(f~'Y"I~. (L. vii. p. 524.) 
The district anciently calJedElaiatis, from the olive trees it produced, 

and in which Ephyrc was situated, is still noted for the excellence of that 
plant which confers so many benefits upon the human race. The city 
was anciently celebrated for its poisons, in search of which Ulysses is 
brought here by Homer. It is said to bave been taken and its king Pbi
leu. sluin by Hercules (Od .• 259.~. 32B. Diod. Sic, J. L p.281). and 
within its walls, according to Pausanias, Theseus and Pirithous were 
kept as prisoners of war by King Aidoneus, after the failure of their at
tempt to carry off the beauteous Proserpine. Pirithous died in confine. 
ment; but Theseus was liberated at the intercession of Hercules, probabl' 
in return for some servite performed, odn token of hospitality, according 
to a custom still prevalent in these semi-barbarous countries. 

Returning to tbe monastery we de.cended into the plain. and having 
VOL. IJ. • s 



ACHERUBIAN LAKE. 

crossed the Cocytus by a lofty stone bridge, arrived at length upon 
the borders of the Acheru.ian Lake. Its site is only to be discovered 
by the willows and alders, intermingled with reeds and an :sorts of aqua~ 
tic plants, which grow to a great height aud almost cntirdy choke up 
the water. Yet there afC many chaunels in this morass through which 
the peasants pass in boats for the purpose of cutting ret'ds and faggots, 
catching eels of an immense size, and taking the egg., Of young of 
wilJ Jowl. Its lengtb from the spot where it ahsorns the waters of 
th(' Acheron till it again disgorges them is nt.'arly twu mill'S. It ('mits 
no pestilential vapour, although the malaria in all pmts'of the plain 
of Phanari is very abundant, from the great accumulatioll of vegelahle 
matter and stAgnant w~ter: its destructive effects are p('rceptible ill 
the sallow and emaciated countenances of the surrounding peasantry. 
Hence probably it was that the ancients, ignorant of the natural 
causes of disease, transferred the miasmata of the plain to the P}utonian 
Lake, and represented it as emitting a deadly effiuvia. 

It has been made a subject of discussion how this lake received its 
appellation, as well as the Acheron and Cocytus, or how this particu
]ar district became celebrated faT the residence of Pluto and Charon, 
aod for other circumsttUlces intimately connected with Grecian fable. 
The general conclusion has been that the early Greeks established these 
topographical situations of the infernal rivers and the mansions of the 
dead on the utmost verge of civilized Europe, and as population 
increased, constantly placed them further westward " W'e~' t&l(Tall flrW"e¥ 

~'i," that being the direction in which civilization extended it'iclf. 
But on this point I rather incline to the opinion of M'r. Bryant, who 
supposes tbat the Cuthite or Ammonian colonists in the different places 
to which they emigrated establi.hcd not only the idolatrous rites but 
the appellations also of various districts of the Memphian plains, those 
regions 80 fertile in aU the gloomy horrors of .j:gyptian superstition. 
Heuce it is that we find an Acheruaia in Pontus, from whence Hercules 
W&O .upposed to have brought up Cerberua from the shades below: 

s 



CONJECTURES ON ITS MYTHOLOQ\"" ~15 

(~i.od. Sic. Ii? x~~.) an Acheron in Apulia, wherp. Alexander King of' 
EplfUS lost his hfe through the ambiguity of an' or~dc: an Aver
nus and Cocytus on the Campanian shores; an Acheroll in Elis, men
tioned by Strabo, connected with the worship of Pluto, Ceres. and Pro. 
serpinc, and another celebrated by Apollonius Rbodius, in t\l(~ ter~ 

ritory of the :Mariandyni. The region around the catacombs of 
.Egypt was called the Achcrllsian or Acberonian plain -: here the 
bodies of kmgs and princes were deposited in superb mausoleums; 
here also stood temples in which the rites of fire-worship were' exer
cised, cX l'i:;tory sacrifices pCrlc)rmcd, and judgm(·nt pa'iscd upon 
the characters .of the decease,!. As these dark and silent llhodes 
were inviolable, Hnd the daring intruder would have lJJet with cerlain 
punishment, the Egyptians were anxious to be entombed there, and it 
became a gem'ral custom to tmnsport the bodies of tht~ir friends to 
thi .. burial place; for which purpose it was necessary.to pass over the 
lakes and canals which separated it from Memphis, which were cut 
originally to convey materials for the construction of that ancient 
city, anu received their names from the temples on their banklS. 
Hence arose the notion of the infernal rivers, of the judgment of 
Minos and Rhadamanthus, and of Charon's feet, which was a remu
neration paid to the ferryman of a temple on the brink of a canal, and 
which, sma)) as it was, must have augmented greatly the revenue of the 
priests. The beauty of the plains beyond the catacomb .. , intersected 
by canals which covered them with luxuriant foliage and eternal 
verdure, gave rise to tile Elysian fields and the mansions of' the blessed. 
Orpheus, Homer, and the early poets of Greece, conversant as they 
were with the ceremonies of Egypt, and acquainted with its topo-

• DiodoruB Sic. lib, i. ~ 
'rb. Egyptian Arheron is all'D mentioned in som~ ancieot Sihyllino verse, quoted by Clem. Aluaod. 

ColKlrt. p. 44. , 
t Tbi, f .. lmon!'t tbe GreeD "18 an obolus,put into the mouth of the ~~a'led~, "O~l tlff~~Y 1'"~~ 

,."!d.-,,wl' ollr/_, "'p~,a pi" rpovlu l!{3c).iw It'H tn6pa "4Ti 91f&'1lY ml1'"~ p,!1.0Y Ttl -r.op'7pu Tl'Jt 

Y'U,rt)JCt ",,",n,a.,oy, (Lw:. Dill. de Lllctll.) 
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316 ANCIENT CITY OF BUCHETIUM. 

gmphy, immortalized both in their noble poetry, and the Ammonian 
colonists, addicted to the religion of their native country, instituted 
similar rites and attached similar names to certain situations in the 
regions to which they emigrated. 

That an Ammonian colony of Cyclopes settled in Thesprotia seems 
evident. from the very ancient Cyclopean walls which we discovered in 
the neighbourhood; and, as was the case at Hermione, which we know 
to have heen a Cyclopean foundation and to have contained an Ache
rusian lake with a temple dedicated to Pluto, (Pausan. I. ii. c. 35.) so it 
is probable that they built here a temple tu the same G';d (that is, to 
Achor-on, the SUDt under the titJe of Orcus or Pluto) and instituted the 
rites of fire-worship in his honour-. These subjects however I am very 
ready to confess are far beyond my comprehension, and their elucida
tion requires an extensive knowledge of Orienta] languages and mytho
logy. 

Leaving the Acherusian lake we bent our steps towards the' ruins of 
Buchetium, which are about one mile distant: they arc situated upon 
a. beautiful conical rock ncar the right bank of the Acheron, and the 
Cyc10pean walls, constructed with admirable exactitude in the second 
style of ancient masonry, still remain in a high state of preservation: 
they have served in many places for the substruction of more modern 
ramparts built by the Catalans or some other tribes who have posses.ClI 
the country; "mean reparations upon mighty ruins." In some parts 
this ancient work remains to the height of ten or fifteen feet, contain
jng several fine towers and gateways. Two re.radar Jines encircle the 
hill, ODe at the bottom aDd aDother near the top, which latter encloses 
aJso a fort or cjta~eJ: at the bottom, on the sOllth side, Tun out some 
itrong transverse lines, between which the modern village stands, .. 

• The learned reader i. detired to tare notice thlt the wife of Perianeler. "bOle'hJd,e that tyrant 
.eat lQ iu,o\e in 1M AcherontiMi NecYOIMDM.lUD w .. Dlmed Mu- ;-ttllCl ~he i. referred to 'ot. i. 
po S71 of \hi. won. fqr lOme ehlcidation of ~mltilloe, wbich \ends to,llfetlgthen the conjectwetl 
that ban been here formed ",pecting the ori&in Of tb8le ow a.o.d. ceremo&1i. and almel. 
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called Castri, the inhabitants of which having pcrhnps nf'ver seen a 
Frank before, flocked around us in great numbt:rs anti aUlloyed U8 
much by their cunosity. 

I have no doubt bot that this city is the ancicnt Bucht'tiull\, from 
the situation assigned it, near to Epbyre, by .Srrabo in tl)(' Ild~~ilgC 

above quoted, as weJl as from its appearaTltc, which seems to have 
been the origin of its appellation. The curious and cffectll&J man
ner of its fortifications admirahly adapted it as a phlcc or secu
rity for the confinement of prisoners: its utility in this point of view 
seems to have struck the Epirotian allies of the Roman con~ul, M. Ful
vi us Nobilior, who in the first instance thought of sending hither 
some lEtolian ambassadors whom they Ilad cCl pturcd near the island 
of Ct'phalenia, though they afterwards immured them ill the for
tress of Charadra *. Perhaps a hetter sr(~('im('n of' ancient military 
architecture no where t'xists than tllat wllich this ('tI!o.lellated hill exhi
bits: it is picturesque in the highest degree, and is surrounded 0,Y four 
other conical mounds embellished with Alhanian villagt's, and rising 
like isolated rocks ahove the level surface of a calm St'll: there can be 
no doubt but that the salt waves once beat <lgain!ll lhelll: at that time 
what a magnificent scene must this iuland guJt~ surrounded by its 
mountain barriers, have displayed! 

}'rom hence our road lay chiefly along the banks of the Acheroll 
which here becomes a fine pdlucid river of no contemptible magnitude. 
The shades of night dosed around us long bt'fore we arrived at our tent, 
which being lighted up by lamps within, not only servrd as a beacon to 
direct us in our path, but gave us comfortable assurance of an ex~e}.. 
lent meal after the fatigues of the day. Vpon our arrival we were not 
disappointed. Antollietti had well employed his talents in the cu
linary art, and the wine of Paramithia is excellent. The old gover""' 
nor, who act.-epted our invitation to dinner, forgot the rigid rules of 

• Bee PoiybiUl (lib. xxvii. c. g) who call. it BuchetulJl.. 
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Mahometanism when he tasted it, and we .at to a late hour dis
cusslIlg the battles of Suli and the glory of A Ii Pasha. As we ex· 
pres~ed our intention of sleeping under the tent, the commandant 
ordt'red out all the garrison, whieh eonsiste ~1 of about sixty Alba
nianll, directing them to kindle ~cverallar/Le fir t's, a nd bivouac upon lltft 
spot; jntiumtillg at the sallie time that if tIle least harm should hap
pen to ,us the vizir would put every ~oul of them to death. III this 
malllH'f we went to rest surrounded by those wild moulltaiuee rs, and 
1ulled hy the murmurs of the Acherontian waves. As the nOl-elly of 
this situation kept me some lillie awake, 1 arose from 'my bed and 
seated myself at the door of the tent, to contemplat(-· a :->C'{'Il C so full of 
interest. The llight WHS caJ:n and tranquil, the air so d t!ilr, alld the 
stars so bright, that J could easily discern the grand ul'ok t' ll outlilu' of 
the SuJiot hills, with their craggy precipice~ and ('a~tcHatcd lurts : the 
lower regions were involved in deepest gloom, t.'x('ept wbnc tile broad 
stream of Achel'on retlccted the fed glare of our Albanian watch-fires : 
these rendered a considerable space around the tent as bright as day, 
including the prostrate columns of the Plutonian t<"mple and the tot
tering walls of San Donato, on which were delineated the portraits of 
aocient saints alul wartyrs, awl uther suhjec ts taken from super
stition's legends. Not Ihe least interesting objects in the scene were 
the Albanian guards, stretched upon the bare ground, with ataghans 
and pi8tol~ in their belts, and shehercd from the dews of night by 
their thkk fleecy ciJpotes: cOltched at their fcet lay a great numher of 
large Moiossjan dogs, their faithful companions both in peace and 
war. 

In tbis calm of nature and oilence of the nigbt my mind strayed back 
to scenes of hi:s1oric interest, and cast a retrospective glance over the 
str.mge events which had occurreod' upon this theatre during the 5UCCC!S

live ages of mankind. It wa. a spot which Mythology had .elected as 
the scene of her wildest fantasies, ,and in the innermost recessf'S of these 
mountains Ambition·, cruel satellites had forced the last holds of Gre· 
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cian Liberty. Deeply impressed. with the fatal effects of tyranny and the 
still more degruding vassalage to which superstition suhjt.c1s her "()tari~s, 
I took up my journal and thrcw together a few thoughts hy way of poe
tical address to the Acberon, which was flowing ncar tH y ttTl : the 
reader will probably pardon its insertion, since I have not before ob
truded any similar effusions upon his notice. 

The IUn il 8et, and solemn ailence reignll 

Above, around, on Acherusia'8 plain! ; 

Save wheN on Suliol hilJ~ the watch-doga hay 

Bo'ne lawny robber prvwling for hi~ prey, 

Or dillan! Arh .. ron trom rock to rock 
Bounda W1UI impetuou8 force and thundering shock. 
Hili! AcherOIl! thou dark myBlenous Htl'1!lIm! 

flaiJ! tho' thy terrof"ll hke a frigh tful drllam 

Be vanish'd: tho' thll fellrl~~ eagle 60llT 

III cirdinjt flight IIround tb' Aormlln 8hore, 

And 8tlart' Will.! rlpld JlghtulClg~ of 111M eye 

The tender brood.lhat in thy COVllrli lill: 

Tho' thy tran~pHrellt wave8 DO longer glide 

Bellelth the grlloit", temple'. lofty pr1de; 
Nor Iht' b lllck victim willI his reeklll{; blood 

Stain the bnght iurface of lltat cry~tal flood, 

Which plunging headloog to Tartarean night 

Sprang blck in horror 10 Ihe realms of light. 
Still hl.1i immortlll!re.m! lhy mYlltic name 

ShinOll in the recordli of Ht<Uemc rime: 

And he whose IIOU\ tht flame of g"nius fires, 
Whom r.pture loves, or 1I01emn thought inBpiree, 

00 the green margin of thy waves redio'd 
Mlly tUDC to medItation Bweet his mind, 

Or 'mid thy ~oundiD~ rod. , ilnd (ouing Aood, 

Dark Su\i'a cr.gI Ind KI.tfa's night of "ood, 
From Fl.llcy'. t{'enure ,1('al id!'11 bli!l8, 

And cln thy spirits from their dark IIbysa, 

While 10 lmlgillalion'! mirror true 

Dim shadows of past ages , tart to view; 

API tb.t toil'd to Glory'S heia:ht lublime, 
'l'beD floated down.ani on ~ weam or time; 
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That noitelee 8tream which on its current bean 

All human joy~ and grandcllr, woes and carel; 

Still rolling onward to III ~horl'lles, sea., 
Tbe boundless ocean of Eternity. 

'When I retired to rest, the ()~jects which had employed my waking 
thoughts stiiJ continued to occupy Illy dreams, and a strange spe('ics of 
pantomimic scencry pr('sclltf'd itself to my imagination, wherein Pluto 
and Proserpine, IJercult'R, Theseus, and Pirithous, Roman conquerors 
and Greek priests, AH Pasha and San Donato, with Cerberus und the 
old Dragon, all played conspicuous characters. These. pcrsona~es, 
after variolls evolutions, were collected together, as I thought. upon the 
steepest crags of SHli, where the rock suddenly opening HlHI vOlllitillg 

forth a tremendous flame, they were all swallowed up in the unfathom
able abyss. I awoke with horror, and found that the sun had been a 
long time above the horizon and was darting his fervid rays upon the 
tent immediately over my head. 'Ve now arose and prepared for our 
J,Sccnt up the defile. After bidding adieu to our worthy host, fmel 
4istributing a present among the gan:ison, who continucd to pay us 
the compliment of firing off their pistol!t till we were out of sight, 
we advanced almost as far as the village of Glyky, then crossed 
the Acheron by a ford, and soon entered into the vas t and gloomy 
chasm of tilc Cassoprean mountains. The scenery increased in grall
deur as we proceeded, and the pass was bordered on cac:h sidl~ by per
pendicular rocln, broken into every form of wild magnificence: 
through these some terrible convulsion of nature had opened a 
pas!'age for the Achf"ron, wbosc w.atcrs thundering along their det'p 
end rocky bed, formed, as· they fell from crag to crag, a tumultuous 
kind of meJody, adllJirahly in unison with the scent'. As the notes of 
a bugle.horn, wl.ich we ble.w at intervals during our ascent, were rever
berated in long protracted echoes among tbl' cavities of the defile, I 
almost expected to see a spectre starting from the dark abyss, Dnd ad
dressing us in the words of tlle poet: 
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Adlum .tque .dl"enio Acberonte ,.i1 'ria alta .\que udua 
PST 'peluncu suei •• tructu uperil pendentibul 
Maramil j .bi rigi~ eoDitat etun caliSO Inferllm, 
Vade alii.,., u.oiutur -.cu .. va ... IIPIIrto 0IIi0 
Alti .AdI.onlii. 

Ennii ft. Cic. T. Q. l. i. HI. 

In two hours we arrivodat the bottom of the huge precipice ofKiaffa, 
whose 8ummits arc crowDed by the grand serai and forts of the pasha. 
Here the deep valley of the Acheroll takes .. bend to the right, and a 
tributary stream flows through a similar chasm on the left, from the 
Paramithian' district: we recrossed the ri ver a"" began to ascend 
a narrow winding path cut on the side of pre6pices, so nar(pw as not 
to admit two persons to ride abreast: a very small number of wen 
might here stop the advance of an army. III Ie" than half an bour 
we arrived in sight of Kiaffa, which was one of the four principal 
towns in the Suliot district, and at a greater distance on the left per
ceived Kako-Suli itself, the capital of the republic, now almost entirely 
reduced to ruins; then passing under the fort of K ... ghi, which the 
monk Samuel blew up into the air by setting fire to the magazine, we 
came under tbe beights and ill view of the grand serai and for
tress: its battlements were lioJed with Albanian troop&, who upon our 
appearance saluted \IS with a discharge of cannon aad " feu de joie 
of small arms, the echn of which among the surrounding rocks and 
JDOWl.lain. was uncommonly fine. Leaving tbe deserted village of 
Kialfa on the left we ascended by a narrow steep path to Ihe 
caslle gate, where we were received with another diacbarge of fire
arms and cond""tecI by the governor's son, ill the absence of his fatber, 
to the state apartments, which had been prepared for our reception, 
the commander of the fort at Glyky having oent forward an express the 
day before to give notice of our visit. 
' The singular and striking features of the wild mountain scenery 

around, kept us for a time almost breathless with astonishment: iIB 
huge broken masses, rocks, precipices, and chasms, appeared like the 
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ruins of a disjointed world, or like that picture of poetic confusion 
where P<:Iion, Ossa and Olympus are heaped upon each other by tbe 
arms of Titanic monsters. Strongly impressed with the novelty and 
sublimity of the view 1 endeavoured to delineate it from the window of 
the fortress at which we were s('utcd : 1 got the outline correet, though I 
can lay hut little claim to the beautifuJ representation of this curious 
district given in the annexed plate-; the reader will there obsen'c that 
the highest mountains form t.he eastern barrier of the Paramithian plain. 
The ruined village rec1ining upon the height beneath them is the unfor
tunate Kako..Suli, once the capital of this republic; that which is partly 
seen in the vale below the ctlstle is Kiaffa; and the tower in front which 
crowns a conical hill between the castle and Kako-Suli, is the fort of 
Aghia Paraskcvl upon the top of Kunghi. After dinner, as the evening 
was delightful, I took a lonely walk in the environs of the castle, listcnw 
ing to the waving of the woods and distant murmurs of the Acheron 
amidst these impressive solitudes: as I went along connecting their 
scenes with objects of classical celebrity and peopling them with the 
imaginary personilges of poetic fable, my eye was stl'Uck with something 

. white near the path, which upon inspection I discovered to be several 
bones which had once belonged 10 a human skeleton: being in a 
musjng humour I sat down upon the spot, whilst my thoughts turned to 
the calamities of this afflicted country and the heroic efiorts made by 
those among her valiant sons of whom the skeleton before me might 
have been one: UDder this impression I covered it with stones and some 
green turf which 1 cut from the bank with my travelling sabre, repeat
ing over it a8 the moat appropriate requiem, those beautiful Jines of our 
pathetic bard: 

o (or th_ dea1b of thote 

Who for their country die! 
Sink on ber botom to rqtolfl 

Alld uillmpb wtwre they lie! 

• The firae iDi.b of tJa. it due to the pencil of MI. Cockerell. 
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Unfortunate Suliol~1 the time may yet arrive when your example sball 
animate the great and good in the glorious cont~t for Liberty; when 
the association of your martial deeds shall shed an interest over these 
Acherontian rocks far above that which their coonexion with a fabulous 
mythology can bestow; when the regenerated Muse of Greece shall 
deek in aU the grace of language and imagery of fancy, those in
cidents which these pages have recorded in the plain garb of historical 
narration. 

I extended my walk so far that it was nearly dark before Ire. 
turned to the castle; there I found Mr. Parker with several of its 
inmates enjoying his pipe before an exceUedl fire, which the cold 
night air in this lofty mountainous region rendered almost indis
pensable. A tine young Albanian palikar gave U9 several animating 
descriptions of the Sul10t contests, and promised next morning 
to point ~ut the places where they occurred. When the evening 
was somewhat advanced our beds were spread out upon the splendid 
cushions of the divan and we retired to rest. 

May 15.-Anxious to make my excursions as extensive as possible 
over thC!e interesting scenes, I arose soon after the sun and inquired 
for the palikar who bad promioed to be my guide: but he was engaged 
in carrying out the dead body of one of his Albanian comrades who 
had shot himself in tbe night. This was the lirst time I ever had known 
or heard of the crime of suicide in this country. The incident however 
made very little impression upon the minds of the garrison, who 
teemed to think that anyone to whom life became a burden had 
a right to throw it off at pleasure: no one could assign a reason for 
tbis rash act of the deceased, who had been observed of late to indulge 
in frequent fib! of melancboly: be was a tried palikar, and had been 
deeply engaged in the Suliot wars: perhaps the acts wbich he wu 
tbon obliged to perpetrate lay heavy on his soul; perhaps conscience 
shook over hIm her torturing lash in the dead hour of night, and some 
pale imaginary spectre of an innocent victim, like the Gardikiote 

T T' 
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which dioturbed the rest of Mu.tafa, drove .k",p far away from hi. 
eyelid:d Be thitt as it may, the ml:lDner of his cleath did not 
prt'c1t1de the rites of Turkj~h bUl"jal: his corpse was placed under a 
alw!d adjoining the ca~dle. whilst a sheik who lived in ooe of tbe re.. 
,-ired habitations of Kak,,~Suli, was sent for to perfoITn the previous 
ablutions. 'Vhen 1 returned from my early excursion I found tbe 
holy man anived and busily occupied washing the body in a large 
trough with warm water and soap : be continued for two hours in 
this employment: the wound was ju.t under the left breast nnd the 
ball bad probably penetrated the very source oflife : tbe'countenance 
wu void of distortion and retained that calm serenity in death which 
is said alwRYs to ensue from fatal wounds by gun -shot. After ablution 
the body was sewed up in a coarse cloth for interment in the cemeteT, 
at Kako.Suli. . . 

When we had finisbed breakfast our boot carried u. round. this forti
fied serai or CR8t1e. which is built upon a fine iooIated cliff, com
manding the various avenues of its mountainous district and frowning 
over the terrific chum down which the Acheron pOUTS an impetuous 
tonent. In style of architecture it i. lomewhat similar to the great 
palace of LitaritzR; to which, although it yields in that part of the 
edifice which is destined for a 8erai, it is vastly superior in its corres
ponding fortifications . After we had taken a survey of tbe fortress I 
determined to pUl'Sue the best plan I could dey;'" for observing the 
general configuration of this interesting tract of cO\IDtry, the direction of 
ita mountain ridges and valleys, the course of its rivers, and its rciutive 
situation with regard to other district .. Forthi.purpo8e 1 ascended with 
Antc>metti an<! our obligi8g palik ... to the highett swmmit of the great 
cbain of lJl0IHItaiflS beltinG Kiatfa, which il called Raithovouai·. It 
""" a labour of two hours to acc()(nplish thi. \a&k 1 but the extent and ., 
grandeur "f the riew when we arriYOd at the top c.oHy recompensed ... 

: ' f 
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for our toil. 'Ve could see f~om hence nearly the whule of Epirus, the 
Acroceraunian hills, the Lake of Ioannina, and the distant Pindus in 
its full extent: Arta with its lovely bay sl'emed to lie heneath u!\; all 
the scattered isles, TOl'ks, and promontories of the Ionian Sea were 
brought into view: but the [IIost interesting prospect was that of the 
Suliot district below us, the winding course of the Ach('TOn, tremendous 
chasms and ravines into which the light of day can scarcely penetrate, 
precipices covered with thick woods and surmountt.-d with forts and 
castles. and the beautiful Acherusian plain, through which the river, 
after its exit 'from these truly infernal regio~sJ flows in the most grace-
ful curvature toward. !hI' sea. Having provided myself with paper 
and pencil, I contrived to take that map-like sketch of the district 
which the reader has seen at the head of the sixth chapter in this 
volume-; but I experienced great difficulty in my operations from the 
violence of the wind. Our conductor pointed out the place where the 
traitor Botzari was defeated with hi. unworthy train, as wdl as many 
other spots signali""d by the Suliot combats: but the cold was too ex
cessive in this lofty region to peqllit of our remaining long on the sum
mit, and we soon descended again to the castle. }I' rom thence 1 did not 
stir out again this eveaing, being greatly fatigued with my morning 
excursIOns . 

• In lbi. little sketch are tbe two followinr; inaccufacil"&: Avarico and Samoniva ought to cbange 
place.. lind tbe river Ba6ba to be Vad. The8e mislaketl oc:curred from my rt:tidlOg 1.1 a dial&nct! from 
the encra ...... aDd not IMiDC \he 'ipltes klent the, were .ruck. of. 



CHAYfER XIII. 

Departure from Suli-District called Laka-Forelt. of Oak. in the Route 
to Lelevo-Fire-flies-Route to Castri-Ruius-Albonian Wedding
Route to a,t ViUage of St. George-.Enormous Plane Trees-River of 
Luro-De.eription of the great Aqueduct-Route to ElefthrTochori
Bridge of the Pa&heena-Greek MOllaster,lJ- Route through tlte lfoods 
of Arta-Guard of A/ban;(lTi PeaSOtltry- Dogana mid Canal of Lura 
-Ca.,tle C!f Rogous-Serpent,-Co1Igia-Traces of tile Aqtleduct
Luro--Arrivol at Camarina-Captain Gimmaki-Visit to the (lncient 
Ruin. at Rhiniassa-C.yclopean 'Walls, Citadel, Theatre, Plan of the 
Cit!!, 4-c.-Route through Nicopoli. to Prevesa-Vi,it to Ali Pasha's 
Frigate-Punta and Fartren-Excursions to Nicopolis and Santa 
Maura-Difficulty in procuring Means of Conveyance--Departure 
from Prevesa. 

MAY 16.-We arose very early this morning, and having distributed 
a pre.ent among the garrison, departed through the castle gate under 
a farewelsalute of artillery and muskets, accompanied by a small party 



DISTRICT OF LAKA_FORESTS OF OAKS. 

of Albanian palikars. 'Ve proceeded in the first instunce to the almost 
deserted site of Kako-Suli, amjd~t whose ruined habitations a single 
Turkish mosque rears the crescent triumphant over the cross: fmm 
thence we returned upon our track, and passing through Ki.lffa and 
SamOni\'B arrived at the vilJage of Avarico, near the defile of Klissura, 
which is now commanded by the guns of the great fortress. The 
scenery here assumes every feature of awful magnificence, where the 
gloom of woods, the foaming of torrents, and the precipitous nature of 
the rocks cannot be surpassed. The road was so extremely rough and 
bad that we were obliged to descend from horseback and walk many 
miles of this day's journey. In about four hours we emerhred from 
these gloomy Acherontian defiles where the mountain chain of Suli 
ends and the district caHed Laka commences. Here the ril-'cr winds 
in the most tortuous course imaginable, making several peninsulas, in 
which the isthmus is not so broad as a stonc's throw; on one of these 
spots we eat our dinner under the shade of a noble plane.tree, smoked 
our pipes, and slept for about an hour. 

After this refreshment we parted with the Albanians and pursued our 
course fur abO\lt an honr in a S. S. E. dirl'ction to the "ilIage of Jt'rmi, 
which had been burnt by the vizil' in his Suliot wars: from hence we 
had a clmrming view down a long valley quite to the gulf of A I'ta, in 
which the t:xtrt:me softness of it!; teatures was rendered more pleasing 
by the contrast of that terrific scenery we had so lately quitted. In the 
course of allothel' hour we took a more easterly direction over some low 
hins and then pursued our way under a magnificent canopy formed by 
the extended arms of aged oaks which appeared coe\'al with thp. forests 
of Dodona: here grows some of the finest timber in thc world, still 
spared by the axe, which may yet be destined to bear the flag of rege
nerated Greece over the waves that now wash her desolated shores_ 
After baving performed a long journey under a brilliant sun, the cool
D"" of these over-arching groves was quite delightful. The evening 
shades had descended before we arrived at Lelevo, a large viUage 



Ii'IRE-FLllIS-RUINS OF CABTRI. 

pleasantly situated in a fertile plain neafly covered with walnut-trees 
of an .stoni.bing growth: uDder the branches of one of these which 
sbaded the cottage of our host, we spread out and eat our supper as 
under a tent, whillt·myriads of luciole, or fire-flies, Bitting about in all 
direcLioDs, ga,'e us almost sufficient light by their "ivid corruscations. 
1 never observed thi!:t insect at an'y other time or aoy other place in 
Greece. In the village of Ldevo cherry-trees are very abundant, and 
ita pastures are most luxuriant; the cattle are generally of a "hite 
colour. 

Next morning we made an excellent breakfast upon C(MV'8 milk, this 
being tbe only time we had met with it since we left England. The 
village, accordiDg to vulgar tradition, is said to have received its ap
pellation from the devil, who was caught here in the shape of a black 
dog by a necromancer, who coostructed the kama res, as they are 
called, or tbe great aqueduct of Nicopoli.. The conjuror haviog tied 
an enchanted cord round the DeCk of hiB prisoner, forced him to 
labour in this great work and to point out a level for tbe direction of the 
water; but in the long stru!!!!l ... hieb took place befot'e the black 
arcbitect could be subdued, he made all the hillo resound with cries of 
Lelevo, which, in the Albanian language, means" loose me," or " Jet 
me go;" and hence the name of the village. Mr. Pouqueville having 
informed us of the extreme beauty of the aqueduct and pointed out its 
situation, we determined to de6ect a li.ttle from our route fur the pur
pose of visiting it. 

ProceediDg for about one bOllr ..... th aloog the plain of Lelevo we 
arrived at the ruins of an aooient Fopirotic cit)', caUed Castri, upon ' the 
top of a beautiful hill aillDoot two mile. in circu.it. The lower pat't oftbe 
walls are built ia the Pseudo-Cyciopeaa .tyle, .lId like I1IOlt roai,,~ in 
this couotry, eKhihit remain. of a ... pentructw:e .. f a DlOO. more mo
dern date. This lIIiU is covered wOlb a .aot -"Iy of line .brubs 
and tree., which, intenniDgled witJa wikl /lowers n8 paruiticaJ plants 
hanging in f._ from the branches, or clint!ios 110 the ancieftt 
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wans, would make it a most delightful retreat, did not danger lurk within 
its recesses from the troops of brigands that frequently make it their head 
quarters: in the rooms of a deserted monastery we oh .. crvcd the rClllains 
of several fires O\'er which these gentry had probably been (Iividing their 
booty or regaling themselves after the toils of their profession. 'Vhibt 
my friend and myself, having 1eft our attendants at the monastery, 
were ranging about the turfy terraces and entangled thickets, we 
were somewhat alarmed at hearing a long hut interrupted fire of 
musketry at the bottom of the hill, and began to think we had been too 
rash in pen~atjng without invitation into the haunts of robbers; but 
upon advancing to that side whence the noise proceeded, we discovered 
the retinue of an Albanian wedding in full procession retuming from a 
yillage church. The bride was seated astride upon a horse Jed by the 
nridegroom; she w'as accompanied by several of her' own sex with a 
great crowd of men, all of whom at stated times fired off their pistols 
and muskets in honour of the festive ceremony. After having watched 
this merry train till they were hid by an intervening hill, we returned 
to the monastery without having di!lcovercd any inscription or other 
relic which might guide us to a knowledge of the site of Castri. In a 
wall of the convent chapel we observed a very fine piece of marble cor
nice which probably once adorned some ancient tempJe. \Vinding 
down the hill we took a direction uearly north-east, and in about 
an hour arri,'eu on the banks of the river of LUTu (n~T.if'1 T. AJp~) 

which some have calIed the Charadrus and others the lnachus, upon 
the very fallible authority of Aieletius, for that river took its rise 
in Pi no us and flowed near the Amphilochi:m Argos. I cannot find 
it mentioned by any ancient author; but its beauty is so great that 
I am surprised it has not been more particularized. The platani upon 
its banks even force one to credit all the assertions respecting the 
astonishing age to which these trees are said to attain: from their size 
and venerable appearance ODe might almost suppose they had wit-
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S~ DESCRIPTION OJ' 'I1ID: 1IIRZN1' ..qIiIlDUCT OF LURO. 

nessea tbe reign of Pyrrhu!, the oelebn."un of the Augustan victury 
and the de .... tarions of tbe f_ciou! Attil". Many of them are quite 
deeayed, standing a'S it were by meaRS of thei'T bark, and would contain 
at leaaa lwel'lty men within their hoHow trunks. Having ascended up 
the stream about two miles north, we crossed it (')Ter a natural bridge 
of rock, beneath which the torrent, eompressed into a narro·w chan
nel, mal'S like distant thunder nnclcr tae ket of the passenger. The 
village of Aghio Giorgios, 61' St. George, stan. upon a· rocky emi
nenee Oft .be left hank, .ha<led with. htxuriant foliage, and at a Httle 
digtance above it are two fine rows of arches built of Roman brick 
thpOWl) Kross th.e valley of the river Lu1"O. 11he children of this place 
mnt probably never seen a furPigncr be&'re, for they rall from us 
screaming with an their might and mail}> as if we "ad been monsters. 
U ode. the conduct of tile papa., who was " .. ly to be di.tinguish.d 
from the poorest peasant by hls beard, we visited the fountain, whose 
abundant source springing out of a hard roek, OAce su-pplied nhe grCtlt 
city of Nicopolis with water at the distatlce of neal' fO(Ttly miles from the 
spot. It is now diveltted from i-ts former ebannd. 81'ld fuJllS over rocks 
in a broad P'ctureequc cascade iotlO the rwer. TlWs water is said to 
posseH certain poi8onolls qualities: aU our pal'ty sipped a little of it, and 
certainly each persoN retained a very disagreeable taste in his IllGuth f(}J" 

several bours afterwards. It must surely have caaHged its nature sir-lCe 

tbe time wheo the Romans taught it to ftow in i'" aAifieial channel; or 
else it may have deposited its Da\iMMl0U8 ingredients in so long and 
circuitous a cou,,",. Desceoo\ng from this spriog to the high bank of 
the river ·we ob."",ed a deep ~ cbannel cut in the rock, but DOl' 

dry, which led to the irs. row of a.cbe. thrown over the valley: I am 
unable to co,\jecture what reason ~ould have induced the arcbited tu 
canyon thia channel for about fifty yards further to meet anoIlher 
aqueduct Built i. & otyle of greatel' eleganee tban the mIlDer, with 
which it formed. ..... ~gl" UQ \he oPflGSite side ... tIM! ""..... Ii it had 



DESCRIPTION oIl THE GREA'r AQUEDUCT OF LunD. j$l 

heeD to increase the volume of water one would suppose that might 
have been doue at a much less expenee by enlalging the channel of the 
first . As it i:i, the ruins of these two aqueducts, forllled wIth double 
rows of arches, bestriding the clear pt>llucid stream whose banks 
are covered with the most splcndid foliage, form a Ijcenc which is 
both novel and picturesque. \Ve descended down to the bed of the 
river, and havjng eat our dinner under one of the alcoves, we after
wards examined every part of the ruins in search of an inscription 
which hir. Pouqueville had informed us might be seen, but without 
success. We then ascended to the top of the aqueduct to view the fine 
scenery which the upper region of this superb valley affords in the mObt 

agreeable combination of woods and rocks and water tbat can be ima
gined. On one of tbe mountains that decorate tlJe right bank of the 
river we observed a channel cut in its side into which 
the water was conveyed by the arches just dcscribed: 0 
its height is between four and five tect and its breadth 
nearly three: its form may be known from the section here 
reprcsen tcd. 

It is covered with a very fine stucco, and the external wall, whtre 
the rock was cut away, is generally supported by small buttresses: it 
has been broken open in maoy places. and was distinguishable in Its 
wiudings along the side of several hills which we passed in our ride 
from Castri - . 

• In a country not thorougilly explored, It must alway. be gratifying to a rcadl'r to compare the 
.CCDWlI.II of dJffwent TtliVuJler8: for thl, reason I glve.II eXlnel from OIlC of Mr. JOllU'g Jettefll rel.lll1g 
to the tract W41 hue JUIi! Pillied over. The letter .ddrl!!lseU 10 Ah PaBhe. alludL-d to 0.1 the end, 18 one 
which I wrnle to the VIZl r 10 fulfilment of • promlOl! WhlLh he el:M:ted or me to give 111m" $hon dewl 
cf our sd"tmlurea from hiS domHlIo[j' 10 our ll"llve laud • 

.. From Eleftherochon we sent torward our h4lggll-gll to Lelevo, and proceeded oUfllel'e~ hy .. difftrGt 
route, III order to visit the remaIn! of the noble dqueduct which brought water to the clty of Nlcopolia 
CroII1 .. dllotallooof forty mlll:11. We IIeJIt two of our guard~ With the lug~lIge, lind took old Yu,u!!a .. 
to ac:cODlpt.Dy \lB. Indeed we were guard. \0 ol.ltildvl'tl, blIlOg armed i. I Albanal8e wltb our ubf. 6y 
our ~ and pl"o.Il~ ID our belb, ",hLc:h by Uw bye wo\\ld haVIl been sufficleot to hue got us murdered 
had we bw1 , .. ;]I, attaUied. 

u u 2 



ROUTE TO ELEFTHERoCHORI. 

Having satisfied OUT curiosity we remounted our horses and departed 
by a different route, nearly south,lt'aving the river winding through 

,. At thl~ Tillage of St. Geo"W' the aqucdu('t croue, the Chllr~dru~ by tl'\'O row~ of arebos which join Rt 
al:l angle on the other ~iJc II ... "olley: twelve archt!~ arc in II perfect .tlte in Olill of \ht!llC bTlIllChL'S, 
with twelve ollu'", ab", \'{' t1wIn of con~idcr~hlc ~iz,': 11.., one whicb is thrown av!'r the principal body of 
the river i~ Ilt lea8! forty ~.'t)t in ~pnn by ~hi~t!'eLl. in l>readth. The vit:w up Ih(' Charo.dru .. 'rolll the lOp 
of lhl' hr"h·u II rd't"" , WlllCh I lI.~nded, U inimitably grand: 1 "ndclIyoumJ 10 llm\,,' 1;1 ~kclCh of iI, but 
the rain f,·Il .o liI~t 1\",1 my pt'!>ci\ Wllij qulIC u!leiell!!. At nhoul fifty yllni~ below Ihtl aqueduct the 
ri"er run' under the rod.. ~ in a most curious mfluner, /tnd washes the ruolll or the Iflrgll!it plane.tre .... ill 
the world; W(" lIleasured onc Ilnd found it twelve yards in circumfcrcflcc, but we afterl¥HrdM!!aw otlwrM 
of much larger dimensions. Ihv ing contemplated thi, chllrming !lCen\lry till we wae drenched With 
cflin we prOCl-"t."tled to the ruins of lKlme ancietlltown culltld Casui, and from thence to Lelevo. From 
1.devo !o Suli ;8 nn interesting ride; bu.t just as wo wert! going 10 !let out, a TurIish officer of thc 
vizir·s wailed IIpon u~, and told liS thut the road was not ,afe wilh dO ~man a gusrd; and liS we J~'t· m."<1 
prudcuce the ~t purl of courage. we deltl rmiued to lokt! Rnother and rather Il longer rout" , .!JUd got by 
uigllt to R vitlng.' call1"d HOllmano, The beIIt house in the vi!1llge WOli ° lIlism"bl(, hut. \V" IhcrC4 
fore "itd",,} '''If '('nl ou lhe "Hie of thc mountain, 1I'lJiclJ j~ C/ll!oo Vou!)~i, having moun! Olm:ika 
immNilltdy ill front of II' to tIle norl!t·ca~t, SOOIl after we arrlv~d the inl lllbitll nl ~ brought II.~ by the 
horus ~ la rgl' gUill, Ilhiel, we begg,ffi m ight i>t;, exchanged for II kid; Ihi._ WIIS 'j uick ly I'ruduced, 
and rOllllleu whol., hy B large fire of wood dOlle to our tr."t door, The Turk siuing cro'l5-legged 
and turning Ihe kid on a large woo\lf'o .pil, witb the wild lookillg Albanian!; on On!! ~idc of lilt' liff', 
and old Yusuf Aga, wilh our olher guurd~, on the olber Ride, formed a curious scene, lind would have 
afforded no bad subject for Il painting. 

" We IItrudi our wnt euly next morning, and IIsccnding tIle mountl'lin, enlered into th .. f'xtrnorllin~r)' 
regionB of the Suliotes, rendcf{od celebrated by the 1I0ble defencc these bravo mount"jneerl made agllinit 
the ann~ of Ali. We remained hero 1\ diY, and went through gome of the finCltt S«'IIl'Ty in the world to 
_the renowned river A cheron enler the great Suliot chum. Next d/ly Wll descended in l,., thi~ dl"~1n 
00 OUf wl.y \0 G\yky, where Ali hu I. £orl. lind from thence Iracod Ihe river up to tho Acheru .• I:U I 
lA.'ke, neM which we vililed tbo ruins of lOme old Orl!llk town, to which Mr. Hugh('~ giVe!! Ihf' name 
of Ephyre, 

.. Returning egain to Glyky. l.-c' I ra'·effl~'1J lh,> great und ( .. rtil", plain of Pllrlllllitili" 10 tile IinC' TurJ.i ~tl 
town of that flllm e, From hencn I m.lIInl to hu", ('ro~ the rlll'(,r KalamBs, the Thy(l"li~ of antiquity. 
to have vi~ited the ruin! of PUlldosj/l, on ti,e banks of that ri ver, and to lli"'e I'foCOl:!d"'tl {roLn '/"'n..:e to 
Philati~ and Do/vino ; but IU we had not B bouyourdeeof the PlIshll.'l (hI! being at Triee ... la) WI' d id 1I0t 
th ink it prudent, We therefor!! took tho rOau to Joenn!n., visitto, on our way the ruins ofCa!Jl<oplCa, 
where there i~ a theatre of beautiful Gr(l(;iaD architecture, the largest end mOlt perfect e;yi!lting iu the 
country . 

.. On our arrival al JOlllnina we found tlle vizir returned from Triceala. W e had &eM forward n 
~tv.nt from the lI'ilIege of Dorelesa witll ollr letters to gignor .. CololI'o, hi, secretary. lind upon our ar_ 
ri".1 found the hou>!II of Mr. G. Fore!lti, thl! Briti.h miniMer, prl'pared for our receptioll lb., being in 
England). 1D the Ilvening Signore eolovo wail~>d upon lJ~ rrom the vi7:ir, 10 comphment UII upon our 
arrival, Ind to 'know whether we wt"re pleased wit!' our hous"" &c. Next morning he wlilad upon us 
aglin to lay the 'fit;f wae Jelldy to receive \l8, Ind we IIccompanied him to the palaCt:, where we 
were receivtKI. by Ali in what i, celled his secret chamber. We (oulld him .eated 00 hia dino quite 
unattended except by R few Albanian guard8 ou.ide tile door. 1'he room had but f",w omameu\s, 
/lnd wal by no meanl 80 splendid a~ ~ome which I havt> since Been. H e received utI ... ;lh 811 iodina_ 
till ll IIftbe body, putting hw hand \lpon hi5 bort wroh IJI~Clh grAce and dignity, which is lbo Eutenl mJ1!14 
JleT of silutation. Aft0r our 16tte~ of introduction bid been read, he expreatled much pleaBure et ~_ 
iDg III in loanninl., hop&d that we bad met with no difficulties on lhe road from p~,esa, alld uked if 
we werll wu)fortlbly lodged. ~c, &c. At we were drinking our coffee aJ16 Imoking our long 'fu1kitth 



nmdJE Of' THE PASHEEN A. 

a valley on our right. In le~s than an hour however it again crossed our 
path. at a spot where there is a very handsome bridge, called "The Bridge 
of the Pasheena," because it was built by the wifeofHass3n Pasha ofloan
nina: it is shaded by magnificent platani and elms, to which the vines 
are married, and hang around them in the most graceful f(·stoons. 
We continued our jOlll'llcy ill a direction S. S. 'V. through a kind of 
prairie, covered with the richest verdure and adorned with every species 
of 80wO(' and tree that can add beolUly or grandeur to a scene. The 
road soon kd us hetween two ruilll~d and almost contiguous churches 
built of la1'ge Roman brick, and in the very bc!)t style of that. ma
sonry: greatest parl of their walls are still standing covered with ivy 
and vinE's, amI shaded by trees of astollishing magnitude; one or the 
oaks measured twenty-sc,'en teet five iuches in girth, at the distance of 
a yard from the ground; but I saw others which appearcd much 
larger: the It'aves too of these trees 'were of greater size than usual, 
indicating the extntOrdinary ft.'rtiiity of the soil. 

Our guides informed us that the larger church belonged to a monas
tery, in which there once dw{'lt a hundred caloyers; and the founda
tions of a morc extensive edifice, apparent in the adjoining grove, 
secmed to confirm their evidence. In this church there is a finely buiit 

--- ------------------------------
pipe:., he a~l<ed us &ev!'r~1 (luestionl respecting Lord Byron, Major Leake. HobhoUI!e, Hugh!'s. &c. 
I d,·litered to 111m I1ughe~'b letter, With which he ~cemcd much pleased, and asked mo a greac many 
questions about hun l[l(l llL~ ffltllld Mr. Parker. 

" You alreudy lmow Ihe chancter of lhi~ man • 

• A Ulan of war and woe.; 
Y <.'t in hia lineaments ye cannot truce, 

Wlnl!' g .. ntll'nou lwr mil, l"r radiance throwa 
A [onp; that aged v~ot'ruhle face, 

'fhl! dl!td>l that lurk beneath, aDd ~Iain him with diigrace.' 

" lie can make his countenance one of the mot;! pleasing and :ll1unng thai I ha,.'D ever seeD, aad 
had 1 Dot known hi~ charactor, 1 should have pronounced him Ihn mOlit humane 1IO'I'llreign in the 
world. He .how, d liS g,eat alteation Blld k.indne~, ~nd promi...oo us horee"!! and Il.tly thing e\Ie 
Ileceuary for our Jourull}' 10 lUI}' p~n we pleued tn VUlit. I should have told you that he aBled a great 
many qUelitiOils about Dr. Hollaod. He took me for a bish(lp!- General Camphllll. I luppoae, had con~ 
\lived .o1llC! fUll. of this kind in hi' lltler to hiro.. So much for our villit to the great A.li P ..... " 



ROUTE THROUGH !1'HE WOOItS OF A.RTA. 

cupola, and -the figures of saints and martyrs are not quite obliteraten 
li'otll Ithe walls. 

I n a little 1ess than one hour from this spot we 'passed through 
the village of Phiiippiaua, whose miserable huts are constructed uf 
hurdlest Bod SOOIl ati.cTwurus arrived at Eleftherochori, on the great 
plain of Arbl, where we intended to sleep. This village is but one de
gree better than PhiJippiada, but we were too much filtigucd to find 
fault with our lodging. 

Next morning we breakfasted, 8S at Lelevo, upon delicious milk, 
and then )'csumetl our march, accompanied by about t~enty of the 
villagers armed with muskots, to escort us through the deep woods of' 
Arta, which lny In this day's ,innrlle,}'. At the clistauce of about a 
mile from the vill"gc we entered these magnificent groves which extend 
for many leagues along the gulf, covering mountains, vallcys, and 
plains with their umbrageous shade. They are the resort of numerou::; 
brigands, who for a time escape the hand of justice amid~t their deep 
rf':cesses. To guard us from a sudden attack our Albanian palikars 
spread themselves all around, running about with incredible agility, 
and affording a most picturesque spectacle as they threaded the bushes 
and thickets, calling out to each other in their uncouth tongue, and 
firing off at intervals their pistols and muskets. In a little more than 
an hOllr we arrived at a spot where thc river of Luro emerges 
from th~ .due" cQvers, n,e~r a large wooden bridge and dogann, 
where the boats come up from Pre\'esa, and aJl articles of mer
chandise pay a duty before they enter the canal, which the vizir has 
cleared out, and which joins the new road from 4,rta to Ioannina •. 
Ht're we heard such alarming reports concerning the robbers that Mus
tafa thougllt it his duty to send tor a large reinforcement ofpaJikars from 
the . v~lage of :MlIluuet CjlllOusb. wbich lay about a mile dis~Dt. In 
the CU"''''' ,uf lIP , .h\l~r t4ey arri~~ with the codgiil.basbee at their 

--- • . . _ .. 

• See ...a.-i. p.43.1. 



CASTLit: OP ROGOU~. 

h€'nd. Being thus securcrl, W~ again penetrated into the thickest part' 
of the wood, and were gready amused hy the evolutions of the j\lba .. 
Dians, who having divided themselves into tw~ sets, CXhlbite<\ a species 
of mimic warfare, one I)arty retreating and the other advancing by 
turns; whilst their shouts and the report of their fire-arms echoed 
finely all around. In Jess than half an hour we saw the ruins of 
an imme~se fortress, called the Castle of Rogous, surmounting a no
ble eTllill ~n('e, and said to be a general place of rendezvous for the 
banditti 0 these regions. I'll spite of this we determined to explore 
it, since we ~It assured that die noise of our guard must have scared 
away any robbers that might be skulking within; or if not, we ~hnuld 
probably be more than a ma~h fin" them: accordingly we turned up 
a narrow path on the left hand, and having passed the ruinS' of some 
ancient outworks, soon arrived in front of the castlt· itself. We entered 
hya fine ruined gateway, and found it to consist of three courts, each 
diminishing in size. The lower part of the walls exhibit a very excel~ 
lent specimen of the ancient Pseuoo..Cyciopean masonry, and Mlp
port a superstrncture of comparatively modern date, but of much 
better workmanship than we before observed in any reparation of 
ancient rortifkations. It is w3ehed to the soutb and west by the river 
of Luro, wlJiciJ is here both broad and deep, and ma!es aImait31 perkct 
right ang]e in its COUIlIC: on both these siJcs we found beaUtifiJiT t;er.... 

races, raised above the river, commanding a charming prospect of t_ 
Ambracian Gulf, and covered wit h a turf as soft as velvet, where a thou. 
sand wild flowt:rs dyed the ground with various hues, whilst the cattle 
w.lI. w< re literally hid by ivy and parasitical plants. On the at""" 
side, the view extending over spacious woods comprehending hills and. 
valleys in their circuit, out of which appeared the hlu~ peaks of 
mountains ribing aloft into the aIr, was, if pO!:lsible, still more Jeligh~ 
ful. The style of building iodicales three different reras, tbat of the 
ancient Grecian, the Roman, and the more modern Frank. Many 
roows in Ibis fortre .. an' stiij ' in a toler .. ble state. of perte..tien.; '" 
:I 



SERPENTS. 

the largest court stands a monastery 311<1 chapel, which was OCCUw 

pied by some monks till these holy fathe'rs were djspos~essed hy the 
banditti: we observed rp~lly marks of the latter tellants Ull the smoke
stained walls of the balt:'ruilled <J1Jl-lrtmcllts, but we met not with a 
living creature ('xCt'pt twu ur three large serpents that were basking 
amidst the fuins, Our Albanians had killed several of these reptiles in 
the woods : olle of them was of a most extraordinary form, about 1<lUr 

feet in kngth~ having a head as large as a child's fist and di,linishing 
gradually in thickness to the tail, which tapered in a pbint: the 
scaJes upon the back were of a dark green, each single s{;alc extend w 

ing quite al~ross the body of the animal, and lapping one over the 
other: .I tlJiHk 1 never saw a more disgusting mOllstcr. :l\1any such 
are now bred ill thl.-'Se marshy regions of Epirus, from which the arts vI' 
cultivation have been so long banished. 

Regarding the identity of this fortress I think there can be little 
doubt but that it was the ancient castle called Clmradra or Cba
radm".s-, celebrated in this district as a place of security, and 
on that. account selected for the confinement of the lEtolian am
bassadoTS, instead of Buchetium, by ·the Epirotic allies of the Roman 
consul. Tllis place was chosen b'y Philip King of Macedonia as a 
rendezvous for his army, which he transported over tbe Ambracian 
golf iuto Acarnania, after his illwadvised siege and capture of AhJbra
cus t. Its distance is three hours from Arta, and nine or ten trom 
Prevesa. 

LeaviDg the ruins we stiB proceeded for more than two hours under 
the delightful shade of these thick woods, through spacious alleys 
which had lately been cleared by orders of the vizir: We emer,;ed 

• Polyb. Hiat. lib. u:jj, c. P. 
Probably howevtlr tbi. latter appellation may be a false reading ill th~ copiea of PolybiWl, Of it may 

rne.n the river from "Which the ChIle look its name,juat as the tharuira. a fortrelllll Pbocil. derived 
itll title fram .. river Charadru!. Pau"Q. I. J[ c. uxiii. 3, 

+ 'AV"r~ r &uXa,&,:. ... Tlj ... ev .. 6,. ... , 'll"poJiy' 'II"~ Xo.pcl~pa .. , • .".,oew ... ~.aPitl'G' .,) ... A,.{3p<I~U:o" ~(t~ 
UpeJfO" dX'/I"O'" Ie ~r I ... ~rQ n'l r'" ·MAp,. ..... " l~ ... ~uM"",,1I)O ~N:rll)". Polyb, 1. iv, 



ARRIVAL AT CAMARINA-CAPTAIN OIANNAKI. 

from their.,coverts into a ft.ne opening in which slands the roman
tic village of Cangia, wher~ we found a young Albanian captain. AOO 

of Giannaki, the governor of Camarina, waiting uur arrival with hi8 
troop of palikars. He had received orders to tbis effect, and had been 
at his post for the last four days. Here then we dismissed our vil
lagers, after having distributed amongst them a !mfficient remuneration 
for their~trouble and loss of time. We remained about two bours to 
dme, an . found the wine of this village remarkably good. 

As we ft Cangia we perceived the aqueduct of N icopolis on the 
side of a 'otg mountain to the wcst of the village, and traced it for 
more than a mile: the wood nmv became less thick, and the trees 
broken into clumps. Having passed the ruins of a small Hellenic fortress 
on the right and a fountain of exquisite beauty, full of large fish, on the 
len of the road, we arrived in about one hour at Luro, a miserabJe 
village, with huts built of mud and twigs: it has a considerable square 
fortress built by the vizir in his Suliot wars, but falling rapidly into 
decay. From hence we turned into a direction north north-west, and 
in three hours more arrived at the beautiful village of Camarina, where 
we were received into the house of the worthy Captain GiBnnaki. 
This was without exception the most gentlemanly Albanian we ever 
met with: there was a commanding dignity, mixed with great ur
banity, in his countenance and manners, that is seldom seen amongst 
any people: he is one of the oldest ond mo.t esteemed of tbe vizir'. 
friends, and is very celebrated for his valour nnd good conduct. 

CamarinB - is charmingly situated upon fine eminences, inter_ 
mingled with trees, gardens, and vineyards, and commands a noble 
view of the Gulf of Arta, the Acamanian mountains, the Ionian SjOl 
with its islands, aDd the isthmus of Nicopolis lying, a. it were, below 
it. Still higber up the fine bill upon which Camarina stand. are tbe 

• I. lY.aMI ia probably deri,.ed. froID ~, an arcb, .. it it .ituated Deafer the K'e&t aqueduct of 
Nicopol.; Of it .. , be. compUoD of COauiu. (rota the plC of COm&nll, ",bleb. 1 ... oul), • few 
111 i lei d.ia&aDt. 
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8S8 ANCIENT RUINS AT RHINtASSA. 

spacious ruins of an ancient Greek city, ~alled Rhlniassa, where fol""" 
merly stood in all probability the city of Elatria, belonging to the 
district of the Cas80pmi. Being fatigued by Ollr journey, we deferred 
the inspection of them tiH the morning. The house of the gayer
I1Qr was lar,bre, and so also was his family: hi!i eldest SOll, who com
manded our escort, had been married some years, and lived under 
the sallle rouf with his fatber: the family was of the Gre~'k rdigion, 
but the same reverence was paid to its chief as amongst M· .lOmetans 
of the highest rank: neither maD, woman, nor child sat d D, or eat, 
or drank, in his presence. 

Early next morning we started under the guidance of young Giao
naki to view the ruins of Rhiniassa. These give the traveller no 
trouble in the search, standing fully exposed to view in the curvature 
of a grand ascent upon two levels or spacious platforms of' rock, one 
above ~he other, and surrounded by the ancient walls which remain 
in a very extraordinary state of preservation. Their circuit may 
be traced for the distance of five or six mi.les in their full extent, 
enclosing a space within sufficient to contain probably 100,000 
inhabitants: this is covered with the vestiges of public edifices and 
private dwel1ings, the remains of which, for the most part, retain se
veral layers of stones above the foundations; hence we are enabled to 
gain a complete and most satisfactory idea of the plan of this city, 
the length and breadth of its streets, the position and comparative 
size of its public and private buildings, &c., which are almost as great a 
curiosity as tbe ruins of Pompeii and Il:erculaneum. The citadel 
appears to bave stood on the western side and to bave been admirably 
fortmed: its wall. remain to the height of fifteen or twenty feet., 
excellently constructed in a very ancient PseudO-Cyclo~an style. A 
postern gateway remains quite entire, exhibiting a fine 8pecimen of 
tbe circular arch in a Ityle of architecture . decidedly Grecian. It 
has often beeI1 made a matter of dispute whetber the Greeks 
ever used an arch in the construction of tbeir building. ' the 



C1TAD!:L-THEATRE. 

specimen which has been ;ecorded at Tiryns and this at Rhiniassa 
shew that both the pointed and the circular arch was introduced, how· 
ever sparingly, into their architecture; yet nei.ther of Ulcm prove that 
ingenious people to have been acquainted with the modern ml'thod of 
constructing the arch upon mathematical principles; they rather indeed, 
afford an argument for the contrary supposition, since both in the in
stance (~he gallery of Tiryns and the gateway of Rhiniassa we find 
the pite . of the Doe and the curvature of the other, formed hy means of 
the chisse lpon the interior surfaces of large parallel blocks of stone. 
With this method of construction it must be evident that no arches of 
a large span could possibly be erected. After I had sketched this 
curious gateway (see the vignette at thc head of the chapter) we ex
amined the interior of the citadel and entered into a very fine subter
ranean apartment, to which we are conducted by a narrow passage 
almost twenty yards lD length : this room is nearly square, bring nine 
feet nine inches by nine feet six in dimensions: its ceiling is arched 
lJke a fin e alcove, and a" well as the walls, co\'ered over with a stucco 
as smooth as polished marble, divided elegantly into compartments 
with rich cornices and mouldings. As this city was probably in
hauited long after the Roman conquest of Epirus. it i. difficult to say 
wbether the work in question was fabricated by ilB Greek or Roman 
citizens. .From hence we directed our steps to a very tine theat", 
which stands near the upper part of the city to the north north-eaet:, 
just under tbe higb and wooded precipice, over which the "all 
wa, carried on thi, ,ide : the general breadth of the wall w .. ten feet. 
In thi, tbeatre I counted thirty-seven rowl of seats, with one broad 
corridor or .. ,tl'''".; each seat W8i one foot three inches high and one 
foot six incheo broad; the breadth of the upper gallery was only nine 
teet: the plan however and dimensions of tin. edifice will be seeD 111",* 

beUer by the delineation ap"""ed. 
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Sto THEATRE-PLAN OF THE CITY. 

On the rocky height to the north north-west of this theatre stands one 
of the principal gateways in a high state of preservation: the prospect 
from its coilon yields in beauty to few which G rcece can boast, and is an 
excellent spot from whence adraughtsman might take a complete ground 
plan of the whole ancient city. At some distance to the north~east we 
observed the precipices of Zalongo once stained with the blood of the 
Suliot heroines. Below lies the small viUage whence it derives its 
name, whose inhabitants have with immense toil cleared away part 
of the ruined site of Rhiniassa for the purpose of gardens and vineyards: 
this seems a curious waste of labour in a country where two thirds of 
the land lies entirely uncultivated. 

In descending from the theatre in a south-east direction through the 
eity we passed tbe remains of a large building whose walls of fine CYc\G
pea.. masonry remain about a yard in height; ito length is olle bundred 
and ten feet and its breadth one hundred; but nothing is left which can 
give rise to a conjecture respecting its use and appropriation; we 
measured the periholu. of another which was ninety feet · by thirty; 
Dear to it, on the opposite side of tbe street, i. B large oblong edi_ 
fice wbich was fronted with column. whose bases are still standing. 

The plan of thi. city appears to have been laid out with collsiderable 



ROUTE THROUGH NICOPOLIS '1'0 PREVESA. 

regularity, most of the streetsfiunning parallel to each other from east to 
west and crossed by others at right anglt'$ from north to south j tht'"y 
varied in breadth from ten to fifleen or eighteen lett; one of these 
last dimensions being the broadest I could discov~r: it appeared to he 
a main street, of great length, running from north to south. The 
private houses seem to have been very small: some of the largest winch 
I ll1easu~d were only forty-five teet by thirty-two and forty-four by 
twentY.fi\e. Animated by the strong interest which this :scene inspired, 
we r~nge~ver the deserted streets, eutered into the habitations, sur
veyed the public edifices, and beheld with a species of veneration every 
fragment upon this deserted spot which had been spared amidst the 
wreck of time. It has hitherto been aJ'llost unexplored, Col. u.'ske being 
the only modern traveller before ourselves who is known to have visited 
its remains: when excavations shall hereafter he madt', wc may expect 
not on1y to discover trea!mres interesting from their connexion with tbe 
arts, but evidence which may enable us to assign its proper name to thi~ 
ancient site: by Meletius it is referred to Elatria, and. 110 other city at 
present puts in a better claim; yet we are astonished to find such little 
notice taken by ancient authors of a place so extensive and apparently 
so magnificent as tbis: for, although we unaccountably missed it, Mr. 
Jones subsequently discovered a second theatre towards the 8outh~east 
boundary, cut out of the solid rock like the other, and in a state of al 
good preservation. 

After spending between four and five hours in this delightful ramble, 
we returned to Camarina for breakfast, and then resumed our jour. 
ney in a southerly direction towards Prevesa, from which Camarina is 
about twelve miles distant. At the bottom of the heights we soon 
entered upon a large plain acro •• which the aqueduct of Nicopoli., hav
ing left the mouDtains, is seen stretching its arched colonnades. It 
enters the isthmus by a paa& through the hills, near the Gulf of Cowaru •• 
Wben we arrived at that beautiful cbain of low mountains whicb bound. 
Nicopolia on the nortb, we remained some tiwe to contemplate tbe 



VIBIT 1'0 ALl PABHA'S FRIGATE. 

~cene of ruin which lay beneath us, and~hen advancing over the site 
of the" City of Victory," arrived early in the evening at Pre\'esa, and 
took up our quarters with the worthy old Italian merchallt who had 
been our hOlt on a fOnIlf"r occasion. 

Next morning we received vi,its from the codgia~bashee and the 
vice-consul, nnd learned ii'om the latter that an English merchant, a 
Mr. Richards of Malta, lay with .everal ship. at Port Vathl ready to 
take in cows and oxen purchased of the vizir for the supp of that 
island . It happened that we brought letters of in trod tion from 
England to this gentleman, and had been prevellt{.,j from delivering 
them by the plague which broke out in Multa at the very time 
of our jntended visit; we therefore glAldly seized this oppOItunity of 
making his acquaintance in a place where we least expected it, and as 
lIOon ... we had finished our breakfast repaired to the spot, about half a 
mile distant from the town, where we found him encamped on the 
!horc, with three vessels lying at anchor. He had been here ahout a 
fortnight, and expected to remain a month longer hefore he _"uuld 
take on board all his cattle. We dined with him under his tent and he 
promised to return the visit next day at our lodging: te-w lhin~ arc 
more agreeable thaD the meeting of fellow.countrymcn in a jorcign 
barbarous Jand. 

Next morning Mr. Parker and myself took a boat and went on 
board the vizir's frigate which had given us so much trouble at loan .. 
nina, and which lay at aocbor in the harbour opposite Prc\'esa. 
Thi., like all other Turkish men of war, was held \loder a divided corn
mand, tbere being two captains i-one for the Greek. and another for 
the Tnrk.! Tbe Greek captain lOat B fine ... eatber-beaten old tar from 
the town of Galaxltbi, but the Turkioh chief WB8 not on board: the 
crew looked rather like a Bet of tailors on their shop-board. being for 
the most part seated cl'088-legged .". deck .moking their pipes and 
playing at draagbts 'If eh.,... The ship bowever _med p>uch cleaner 
aad in betl>er order than Turkiab obipa in general _ reported to be. She 

! 



EXCURSION TO NICOPOLlS. 

was Jarge and roomy, beinytwenty.nine feet. across her quarter.deck; 
and though built in a clu0l8y manner was reckoned by no means a bad 
sailer. She was not intended originally for her prest:nt destination, 
having been a Ilydriot merchant vessel which put inlo the "izirs port 
of Butrinto during a gale of wind in her voyage to Ancona: there 
however the unfortunate captain was decoyed ashore, and disappeared, 
whilst e/e vess~f was detained as a lawful prize and converted to its 
present ·lIse. After having taken coffee and smoked a pipe in the cap
tain's cah~, we stepped into our boat and rowed to the Punta, where 
we landed and proceeded as fur as the new fortress which Ali has 
erected on the Acarnanian side of the entrance into the Gulf. 
Like almost all hi. forts, it appears strong only when the enemies are 
taken into consideration with whom it is probable he may have to 
contend: this is sufficient for his purpose, and he is loth to waste his 
money upon superfluities: in the walls we obsen'ed several blocks of 
marble, which, with their inscriptions, had been sawed asunder: upon 
one of them I perceived mention made of the ACTIAN APOLLO. 
Here we re-embarked and returned to Prevesa to receive our guest and 
talk of England. 

N ex t Jay we made an excursion. to Nicopolis, when I found that we 
had been fortunate in the iovestigation of its ruins at our fornJer visit; 
for being situated un a marshy plain, instead of a rocky platform like 
most ancient cities in Greece, many of its buildings are literaHy 
choked up and hid from the view, during th~ summer months, by thick
ets of nettles and thistles, which grow to the height of eight or teo 
feet, and effectually bar all human approach. Being however ex
tremely anxious Lo take some measurements of the Great Theatre, I 
made an endeal'our to penetrate up to that edifice; but whilst I was 
cutting ,a path with my travelling sabre t1.rough the lofty Ihi~tles 

that oppooed my progres., a serpent of enormous sire ru,hed by my 
side, making quite 8 crash amongst the weed. in his way towards the 



VISIT TO SANTA MAURA. 

ruins. I st.oo<l stiJI for a considerable\time listening to tbe noise 
which this monster made in his retreat, hDd then retreated myself, 
leaving the Great Theatre to the dramati. pel"llonIE which now figure 
upon its stage. 

Two days after this adventure I took a boat and paid a visit to 
Colonel M'Combe at Santa Maura, Bnd as the quarantine laws 
were not now in force, I 'vas permitted to land .ancl&ailcecd to 
the castle, where I dined with the governor, and then re rned in 
the cool of a delightful evening. One object of my oyage to 
that island was to procure some method of conveyance to the 
shores of Italy, since we could find none at Prevesa j but e"en 
there I was unable to su(;c~d. 'Ve next endeavoured to per~ 

suade one of the captains of Mr. Richards's squadron to bend his 
sails and carry us across the Adriatic, and that gentleman kindly 
gave him permission, since it was very improhable that he wouJd 
be detained longer by such a voyage tban he would have to stay 
idle at Prevesa. 'The fellow however thinking that we were sorely 
pressed, demanded such an exorbitant sum for his services, that 
we instantly broke off the negotiation, and changed our plan of pro
ceeding. 

We now determined to take a boat from Prevesa as far as 
Parga, which was at this time under British protection, and 
try Our chance there for a conveyance to the Italian coast: ac
cordingly on tbe 28th of :May we packed up our baggage, bid adieu 
to our Preves8n acquaintance and settled accounts with Mustafa 
and Dem.trio. These two faithful uomestics followed us to the 
place of embarkation, and a scene there occurred, which, however 
distressing ttt the time, ill D9W pleasing to re6ect upon, because it 
does credit to human nature. They both appeared inconsolable; 
they .cried aloud and sobbed like children, and poor Mu.tafa rushed 
into the water up to hi. knees, juat a. the boat wa. p""hed off the 
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shore, to kiss our hands rot the last time: we then ob!lerved them, as , 
we glided over the Ionian waves, retreating from the crowd of un
concerned spectators, and taking their way towards our late lodging, 
rendered melancholy by the absence of those whom they appeared to 
esteem, whom 'they had faithfully served, and in whose fatigues and 
dangers~liey had shared, 

YOLo II. yy 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Departure froln Prcve!a-Porto Phanari-Arrival at Parga-Deacrip
tion of its Sile, o/c.-Characte,> of the People-Historical-:qetails of 
Parga-Conduct of the R.uIsian Cabinei-U'alk in the E1wiro),s- De
paritn'e to POJ..'o-Descriptirm of that Island-At/dent Lege.nd-Sail 
through the Cham,ei of Corfi.--Coast <if EJ!ir'us-Ac¢ceraullian 
Mountain .• -Celebration <if the King's Birlhda.y on III< tiltle / ,/e <if 
Marlera-Tent Scene-Reflections thereon-Cross tIle Adriatic-Coast 
of Jfo~¥-J{lIins of Egllotia-Bari-Barbar,'1 Corsair-Barletta
Quaratl{ inc. 

IT was about right o'c1ock in a beautiful evening when we sailed out 
of the Gulf of Prel'csa and for the last time looked back with a 
melancholy interest upon scenes so celebrated in the page of history. 
A 80ft breeze blowing from the land wafted us round the bluff point of 
Prevesa and along the Gulf of Comarus; but it died away in the course 
of a few hours and left us to the exertions of our rowers, who animated 
and relieved their toil by the wild songs of their country. Lulled by 
this music and the rippling waves which fell on the adjoining shore, 
we reclined upon the deck and slept soundly under the canopy 
of a Grecian sky. We awoke about sun-rise and found ourselves 
exactly in front of Porto Phanari, at t~e mouth of the river Acheron, 
with a fine breeze blowing right astern. Here we Jay to for a 
short time to contemplate the inimitable scenery of this classic 
region, and by means of our teJe.cope drew nearer to view those dark 
hills and towers of SuI; which we bad visited with 10 much delight. 
We observed a great number of fi.hermen spreading their nets in this 
beautiful harbour, which i. defended by jutting promontories and 
mountains from every wind that blow" and which still, as it appears to 
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have done in ancient times, supplies almOit the whole of this coast 
with fi.h-. 

A. the breeze began to freshen we soon tiet sail agaill, and scudding 
rapidly beside the Chirnerian promontory, ran ashore upon a sandy 
beach in the Gulf of Parga, about a mile from the town, ncar a little 
river that has been mistaken for the Cocytus. Here we pitched our 

I 
tent, under which we .pread out our bed. and enjoyed a few bours of 
comfortable repose after tbe di!IBgreeable motion of tbe sea. When We 
got up, An.tonietti ligbted a fire of dry sticks to boil tbe kettle, and we 
bad scarcely finished breaktast before we observed an officer in the 
English uniform descending from the fortress towards our place of 
encampment. He brought a kind invitation to us from Sir Charles 
Gordon, and we immediately accompanied him to the residence of tbe 
governor. Few sjtuations upon these shores can Til'S} that of Parga in 
beauty. A fille copical bill, covered with houses and sunnounted by 
a [ortres!', juts out jnto the sea and forms two excellent harbours, 
one on the east and the other on the west; but the bay stretches 
out its long arms in two fine curves, of which that towards the 
Acherusian district is terminated by the promontory called Megali 
Pagagna, and the other toward. Paxo and Corfu winds round like 
a sickle towards the high precipices of Cheladi, which are crowned 
by a convent and a light-house. The whole territory of Parga may be 
taken in at one coup d'reil, for it lie~ supine upon a theatre of hills, the 

• The knowledge of tbi. r.ct tend. Tery curiously to confirm' conjecture of Beutley'. upon. frae· 
ment of C,l1il1l.acbu., .. bich before hi. time .tood thllll: 

'Et 4~ , ail:",. .,./,. B.xlr",,. 
-£A.q'I'. Vid. C.llim. ex. edil. Spa.nh. vol. ii. p. 3-77. 

Tbat «,-t critic, with bit U'Ult gg.city. corrected it all folll> ... : 
'U ~ ~ ''''1' d,.l.pa B.Xir101' 

-EA.or",., 
Aad add., .. IMlfenti. pcmpicua. cojllf tI.Dtetl ,.. '"''''' IIlML" 

The reuon however i. now pl.in eQOUp: Buchetium. which lie~ jUlt .bof. Porto Phlnan. PUllt h ... 
hID IDcintJy, u il,till iJ. OItlebratecl for itt 6abermt'n; but the hyc:a Willi 10 difficult. lith to cateb thlt 
taOt ..... fiablrmlD o( Bucheliam, .kjlfal II itl ioh.bitalltt ware, could tal"t it. Aad that \hi. "'" the 
character oftbe byca, lee Athenau. (lib. TU. Co tt), who quotill Hermippus all ""Ill. " .... ,.~ AY~U
P ATOM. ".110 Pbiletu in Ioc. cit. 
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highest of which rises to a peak io the very centre of the chain: the 
whole of these are covered with the finest" olives in the world, inter
mingled with orange trees and cedrats, adorned with gardens or vine
yards. and refreshed by rivulets and perennial fountains, where the 
Pargbiot virgins were once seen, like the llcroines of the Od.v~st'"y, car
rying linen for ablution, or bearing upon their heaus pitchers of the 
purest water for the use of the family; but the finest featur\s in the 
Parghiot landscape are now, alas! no more. 

We wore received by Sir C. Gordon with much cordiali~y and po
liteness, and I can fecal few days during our travels which J spent with 
greater pleasure than those passed within the fortress of P1~rga. Most 
of our time this mvrning was occupit:u in perusing a Jarg(' collection of 
English newspapers, from which we derived a pleasure which they only 
know who like ourselves have for a long time vickecl up no news re.
specting their native land except from French M?niteurs and Italian 
gazettes. At dinner we met one or two of the principal inhabitants, 
and a Signore Vlandi, chief commissary of police t to whose intelligence 
and civility we were much indebted. In the evening we took a walk 
round the town, which is large and for the most part well built, the 
houses being constructe<l of more solid materials than those wllich are 
met witlJ in Turkish cities: the streets on the rack are very narrow and 
gloomy, but those on the lower town which lies around ti,e port ure 
quite the cootrary. The castle is but a weak fortification and very badly 
mounted; but its few cannon were quite sufficient Lo keep in awe the 
savage hordes of Albanian banditti. It was gratifying to observe the 
respect paid by the inhabitants to their governor, a respect which seemed 
dictated by the strongest feelings of gratitude, and to which, from all 
we saw and heard of the conduct of that officer, we were convinced he 
was most justly entitled. The character of the Parghiotes was represented 
to n8 by every ooe connected with them in a very favourable light, 
and I have the !>eot rt"asoos for believing them to have heeo a very in
dustrions, honest and moral people, in spite of all tbat may he said by 



CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE. 

those who ant interested in depreciating their good qualitie!: their at
tachmentto liberty is well kntlwn by the determined and ,uccessful oppo
,ition which they made for thirty years against the attacks of an inveterate 
Bnd powerful enemy;· and by tbe assistance which they always rendered 
to the unfortuoate Suliots or BOY otber Cbristian people whose country 
lay under the fangs of an infidel despoiler. Their valour bas never been 
called in question: but more, tbis valour has always sbone forth in the 
defence of their rights only, never in aggression; for the Parghiotes 
had not at' ~he time of their expatriation increased their territory by a 
single foot of ground since their ancestors first congl'egated together upon 
this hill-altar of Liberty. As for the crime of piracy, with which they 
have been charged, I believe th.t a person who should now assert it 
would be laughed at for his ignorance, since there never was a m.ore in
dustrious and commercial people, nor was ever an instance known of a 
Parghiot pirate on the coast of the Adriatic. This story owes its origin 
to the pages of Mr. Hobhouse, who did Dot visit Parga, and who 
merely quotes the burthen of a song to that effect made and sung by 
the Albanian palikars of Ali Pasha. The people of Parga indeed, 
were very likely to be called pirate! and Tobbers by such kind of 
gentry. With regard to the religion of the Parghiote., though they ad
hered strictly to the rites and ceremonies of the Greek church, they 
appeared to do so very conscientiously, according to the faith in which 
they had heen brought up, and it would perhaps have been better to 
haveeleared their minds from error and superstition by rational argument 
and kind forbearance than to have turned their religion into a.reason 
for delivering up their country to the Turks. 

With regard to the antiquity of the Parghiot settlement it can be car
ried no further back than the year 14()() of the Christian era; before that 
time the people dwelt in a place called Palaio-Parga, on tbe frontiers of 
their late territory, where its ruins may still be seen: they seem to have 
transferred their res,dence to modern Parga, for the sake of greater secu
rity agaillllt the incursion. of Mahometan invaders; though tradition 
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refe .. thi. detemtination to a miracuioo. iatfrposition. It is .aid that a 
shepherd wandering about in _reb of , stray IhC<\p discovered an 
image of the PallBgia in a cave upon the rock: this he trdnsported to 
Palaio-Parga and placed in a church of th"t city; but the divine wood 
unable'to rest quiet in this new habitation, returned without any hu. 
milD aid to its former habitation: from thence the pious, shepherd 
again carried it off. and again it made good ito retreat. As the determi_ 
nation of the limber oeemed now fixed. it became the duty of the other 
party to give way. and tbe ... hole tribe emigrated totheir ro<;k in the sea. 
built a church over the cavern. and installed the image with great 
IOkmnity: there it remained during their days of prosperity. and I 
understand it has accompanied them in their melancholy exile. In 
the next year after tbeir settIement tbe Parghioteo were taken under 
protection of the V cnetian Bag. whicb .... 1 at that time all powerful in 
the Adriatic. and tbis protection was continued by the one party and de
lerved by the other, until the lion of St. Mark full beneath the victorious 
eagles of Buonaparte. Still Parga remained attached to the government 
of tbe Ionian islands, and would probably have remained 10 to this 
day, but for the unworthy conduct of the Russian cabinet in the treaty 
of March 1800, which basely gave up the continental dependencies of 
the Ionian Isles (0 Turkish protection I Never indeed · ha, that cabinet 
interfered in the affairs of Greece without involving its unfortunate in
habitants in tenfold calamities. To see a christian power like Russia 
allying itself with Turks. for tbe sake of gaining an advantage over a 
powerful rival, i. perhaps in the .tate of modern poIiticI not to be 
wondered at; but when we find it bribing sucb allies by the cession of 
unfortunate Chri.tian states. which are too weak to "8f1ert their own 
rights against these formidable arbittators. this appears to be very in
compatibie with that character which governments al well as individuals 
ought to feel an:Dou, to retain. . 

May SOtb.----''n>i. morni~g we oceupied ou"""-' U ' we had done 
yeotetday in reading tbe newlpapers of our ClOUDily, and e~ulting in 




