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.dif~t vicinal ... ays with otbm, in the adjoining 
countiee; and on I~ aite have been found coina and 
ftIIery otbft' ordinary relic of Roman occupation. 00. 
tJIl overlooking tbil IJpOt ia a lo.rge Roman camp of an 
'imguJar oblong form j but the mOlt remarkable mi­
litary intrenchment it that called Totternhoe Castle. 
situated 011 tbe- brow of a high bill. about two mile. 
w the north·weat of Dunstnble, and col\lli~ing of a 
lofty circular mount, surrounded by two distinct ram­
lJarta: • little louth-eul ... '.nl of tbia i . Il camp in 
the fonn of a parallelogram, about five hundred feet 
long, and two hundred Dnd fifty broad. About k ruile 
from Dune.table il the large circular encampment called 
,Maiden.no ... ·u, about t ... ·o thousand five hundN:d feet 
in circuDlference; and formed by a lingle ditch and 
rampart : another extellllh-e fortification of the lIomc 
kind, and nl'lll"ly of • circular fonn, III lIten near Leigh­
ton-Duuard i aod " third circular intrencbment~ onc 
hundred and t"'cl,'e feet in diameter, il situated about 
four miles from lkdford, atljoining the road from tbat 
town to Eaton-Socon . 

.to-t the period of the Refonnation, thi. couuty con­
tained fourteen religioUl hOUlI6, btl!!idetl a preceptory 
of the Knightll Hospitallen, aix hospitah, IUld oue 
college of I)ricn.. There are con. id.rahle remain. of 
Ebww abbey and Dun8table priory ; nnd Inuiller ves­
tige. of WardeD abbey, of the Grey friart!' monastery 
at Bedford, and of the priaM of Bushmead, Har­
rold, Newenham, a.nd C.udwell '11c m051 ancient 
specimenll of ecclesiastical arehitecture ~ seen in the 
ebun:h of Ebtow, anciently belonging to the molllUltery 
at that place, which WUII founded, and the PI"I.'IIeIlt 
cllUrch bnilt, lOOn after the Nonnan ConqnCllt. The 
parish church of Dnnlltable, alllO originally conventual, 
and built in the reign of H~nry L, yet exh ibits col)8ider­
ttble remains of itl orirnru style of architecture. The 
other chur<:.ht'8 p08&etJ1IDg any remarkable auhitectural 
feature are those of St, Petei' at Bedford, Caddington , 
J~ittle Barford, Puddington, and Thurlcigb, all of which 
bave doo",'8Y8 of Suon architecture I IUld those of 
Iliggieswade. Eaton -Dray, Enton-Socon, FeJmenhnm, 
Leighton - Du1.zard, Luton, lIlarston, NorthiU, Odell, 
Studham, Willington, and Wymil1gton. Many of the 
chnrchea bave ricllly oroameuted nichet, Illld contain 

• fontll curiouAly decorated, Ilud in lIQTDC iust .. mcetl of 
great antlquit.r. Hardly any trneea of mural fort:ref!set 
bOW exin, es.cepting tbe strong earthworks which )'et 
!Mdt IkIr alu, .. ienl frites. The m08t remarkable or tbelle 
are sitUllted al Arlsey, .Bedford, BIe.t8Oe, O&iuhoe, Me.p­
penihaU, Puddington, Ridgmont, Jlillinghoe, Sutton, 
Thurleigh, 'foddington, aud Yielding. Among the mon­
"ton. of the lauded llrollrietorl, those mo.t worthy of 
pvticular notice are, WobW'D Abbey, Ampthill Park, 
.La&ob Hoo Parle, Wrest Park. Brogborougb llark, Blet­
ale Park, and Melchbounl Park , There are mineral 
~ at Barton, Bedford. 81et.loe, Blunham, Drom­
~, Bubmead, Clapham, Cranfield, Holeutt, Milton­
Bn.t.t, Odell. Pn1cDba11, Rimy, Silsoe, aDd Turvey; 
tbey poeHU dlft'ueot proprrtietl, some being D line, 
otbmi cbaI)beut, bat DOlle of them are much ire-_..... . 

BEDBAKPI'ON, • parisb in the hundred of Po.n-
1Xnnt, Pmudowa wvialon of the county of SOUTDAM.­
....... 01. mile (W,) &om aa,'ant, containing 413 iJl­
"'1Ituta. The li,iDs it. redorf, ill the archdeaconry 

and di(lC('BC of Winchester, rated in the kiag'. booU: 
at £ J O. S. 9., and in the patronage of Andre. Reid, 
Esq. Thi. pan-h i. " itbin tht jurisdiction of tM 
CbeYlley Court held at Wincheater every Thursday, for 
the recovery of debt. under 401, 

BEDINGFIELD, a parish in the hundred of 
Box",)':, county of SUPI'OLK, -4- mileIJ (8. 8. 6.) from 
EYt; contlli ning :I1S inhabitant.. Th~ living i. a di .. 
eharged vicarage, in the arebdeaconry of Suffolk, and 
dioceac of Norwich, rated io the king's boob at i.8 
alltl in tile patron. of J . J, Bedingfield, EIIq. 1'b~ 
eburllh is dedieakd to St. Mary. 

BEDlNGHAM, a parillh in the bundred of LOD­
DON, coullty of NORFOLK., 4* mile. (N, w, by W.) from 
Buug.y, couta.ining 343 inhabitants. The living ill a 
diJIChargcd vicarage. in the arclnlcaconry of Norfolk, 
and dioccae. of .Nor.' ich, rated in the king'. books at 
i.e., endowed with i ,llOO privllte benefaction, IWd £'100 
royal bounty, and ill the presentation of R. Stone, r:Aq, 
Oil the nomination of tbe Bisboll of Norwich, The 
church ill dedicated to St. Andrew. Another churt:la, 
dedicllted to St , Mary, formerly stood in the church­
yard i Imd the living conais ted of ruedietietl, which havf; 
long been un.ited. 

BBDLINGTON, a paril.h in the eastern division of 
C UEII'rltR ward, county palatine of D URU ... , of which 
it is a detached portion, lying al the 8()utb-castcm oor­
ner of Cutle ward, coun.ty of Northumberland, 56 mile. 
(S, E. by E.) from Morpetb, compri8iug the toWD8biPIL 
of Bedlington, North Blyt.h with Chamboi8, Chopping­
ton, Netherton, East Skckbum ,and West SIf;C\r.burn, and 
oo,lltwning 186'2 inhabitants. The living is a ,'icuagc, 
in the archdeaconry of Northumberland, and diocese of 
Durham, rated in the king'lI bookll at £13, 6. 8" and 
in the patronage of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, 
The church, dedicated to St. Cutbbert, whOlie remains 
rt'lited here for one night in 1069. wile:! the monks Red 
from Durham, at the meuacing approoch of the Con­
queror, was enlarged and relJllired in ISiS, There IIJ"C 

ploooa of wouhip for Primitive 'aud Wt'8leyan Melbo­
distil IUld prcsbytcrio.nll, This pari@h,commonly termed 
Dcdlington&hire~ i_ li tuated on t.hc eoan of the North 
sea, and ill bounded 011 tile north and IIOUtb by the rh'cr 
Blyth .. it bad ancieutiy conN within it. , own limit8, 
lIJld the office,.. of jUltice were apl)()ioted by the Disbol) 
of Durham , to whom tbe manor belongs, Petty ~­
sions for the diltriet. IlJ'ti held monthly at O l~ of the 
illlli iu tlae ,' ilIage. Bedlington iron_works rank allloug 
the oldest and nlost exten,h'e in tbe kingdom : they 
are romantically situated on the bUllks of the river 
Blyth. wh.ich il Dilltigable for , mall craft, and affurd. 
the tnClll1S of couveying their produce, conlisting of 
cllain c.ablea, bolLI, har and Ilheet iron, lind nearly all 
the heavier artic1ef1 ;11 wrought iron, to the port of Blyth, 
where it is 8hipped for London. '1le viduity contaiOl! 
several stoue quarriefJ, producing grind8tonel an'd 
whetlltones of a lIuperjor (luaiity; .nd there are lOme 
qw.nsive collierietl. A IMltrifying .pring riaea at tbe 
Weilteru end of the village, 

BEDMINSTER, a pariah in the buw.:lftd of RUT­

CLII'PK with Dr.:DMII'lITER, OOllDty of SoM"UKT, 16 
lDile (8, by w .) from Bristol, containing 7D19 inhabit­
anti. The living i, a diacbaraed vie&ra&e, with the 
perpetual curaciea of St, Tbomaa' Redcli8'e aDd Abbot'l 
.Lei&h annexed, in the archdeacowy of Batb~ and diu-
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cue of Bath ad Wclls, rated i.D the king. booD at 
.£ 10. S . .... ud in the pltl'onllgC of tbe Prebendary of 
BedmiMter in the Cel.btdral Church of .Salisbary. The 
churcb, dtdieated to St. John the Baptiat, dirpl.y. 
variout portions of ancient uchitecture~ mixed with 
modem ill .. ertiOD.l : a .tpire 01'1 the tower ..... thrown 
down in 1563. A chapel of eue ill In PJ"OIft .. 01 
erection, UDder the ace. pueed in the 58th of George 
lll., the fl.1'fIt rtoDe ba'ling __ 0 laid on the 8th of Sep· 
tember, lSiP. Tbtre are ple.ca of worship for Hap­
tim, lndepcDdmtl, and Methodilu: that belonging to 
the lndepeodenu i. (I'De of the moat. bandsome and 
tpaciOUI buildingtl of tbe kind in the kingdom j the 
principal entrance ill adorned with G~ian columna, 
and the exterior coated 1\' ith freestone. Bed.m.i.ut.er 
anciently ~otulilJtcd only of a few co~. hut, from 
ill proximity to Bristol (being separated from it by the 
new cut, whereby tbe natural channel of the river A\'OD 
has betn converted into a fl oating barbour for veucl. 
frequeoting the port), and the main road to tbat city 
from tbe Weltcrn counties p!L!Ieing through it, It hu 
become a cone.Jdt!J'able suburb to Briatol, participating 
ill it. manufactln'e&. trade, &c. Hue arc tan.yardl 
and rope.walb; and in the cnvirorul are IICvuai gaT. 
denl, with the produce of which tbe occupien lup",ly 
tbe city of Bristol j but many of tbe ia~itantl, the 
number of wbom now exceeds teo tbo~ are em· 
ployed in the collieries withlll the~. About the 
close of tbe twelfth Wltury. Robert de Bukeley founded 
an hOlJpitaJ, dedicated to St. Catherine, for a muter and 
IIIlveraJ I/OOr brethren J it . tood on tbe weatem l ide 
of a I~ Dear the utnlplity of Bright.low bri., and 
was lIubeequentJy tued as a glu,.manufattory, but bas 
aillce been CODVerteti into swaU tene~t.8 : another 
bOlpital was foanded by a IDe IDbv' of the .. me family, 
but every vemge of it has di.appeared. A court baron 
for the prebead i.a held bere. 

BEDNALL, 'a joint cbapelry and toWlUhip with 
Adou.Tniud1, in tbe parisb of BAlIWI OH , cuteru divi· 
'ioa of the hundred of CUTTLaIJTON&, county of ST""· 
roao, • miles (N. E. by N.) from Ptnkridge. The po. 
puJation iJJ returned with Acton·Tru.ueIl, The living i. 
a perpetual CUf'aCy, in the peculiar jurisdiction of the 
Prebendary of Whittington and Buwieb iu the Catbe· 
dral Church of Lie-Wield, endowed with £600 royal 
bounty. The chapel i. dedicated to All Sainte. 

BEDSTONE, a ,.nAb in the bnndred of PuULOW, 
COUIltyof S ... LOP, .t mile. (N.E.) from Knigbton, con· 
Waing 186 iDbabitanta. The living is • dlllCbarged 
rectory, in the archck&coDry of Salop, and dj()CeaC of 
HeJ"eI'ord, rated in the king's boob at. IU. 13 .•. , eD· 
dowM witb £ ioo prj vate benefaction, and .e. 200 royal 
bouDty. and fa. the patroaap of Benjamin Brenna, y,.q, 
The clnU'cb is dedicat.ed to St. M...,.. 

JlIIDWAJY)1NE (ST. JOHN) , • pariob I_ !be 
IGwer diYieioD ol the budnd of o.w ~WW, ClOCat~ 
m Woacana, compWiaa the townsbi~ of St, Jou 
&edwardine ad Biabop's Wick. and eoatairlbti loW 
inbabitan .. , vi wbil!b bamber, U81 11ft hi. the towD-­
Ihlp 01 SL.loIm. BedWU"CliDe. J mUe (8. W, r.yw.) from 
WOI'OeIIta'. Tbe U"iDc ill a dMc:bupd ...... ia cAe 
~ IDd diooae 01 WDI'CCIIter, nIed fa the 
ki ..... boob lit .1.1. II. 8., ud ia thll ......... vi eM 
Daa aad caa.p... ol WmUl&a. The cb1lftb, dedicII· 
ted to St, .lobIt. tiM! a.pu., &. lID .. ('Mea, .... J*d1 

in tbe Norman, bu.t (.bMd'ly fa the "ter.yle of EagliG, 
architecture. 1'be pariah taka Ita DUDe frolD. ita bal'· 
ing lltlCu aI.lutted to npply the sable of the IDOW 01 
W oreester with proviliODll. Tbe vlUace. pleasantly id. 
tuated on IItI eminence riling from the watern. bulk. bl 
the Severn, fann • • IAlburb to the city of WOI'<:ftter, 
from wbich it i. IICparatcd by the river Severa. A fail' 
il held on,the Friday before Palm.Sunday, on .... hicb 
day (by ancient usage, ol'igiaating in a fVIl\lof certaiu 
privileges to the bailiffs and corpo ... tion, by the prior of 
Worcester, in the reign of Edward IV.,) the mayor and 
corporation of Worcester walk. in pl"OCewon through 
the ,tillage, 

BEDWAS, a pari. h compriaing tbe hamlet of'Van, 
in the hundred of CAI!:IlPHILLY, couoty of GUlllo_a"N 
(Walet), and the harnleu of Lower and Upper BedwlUl, 
in the Inwer division of the llUudred of WItNTLLOOG, 
county of MONIIIOUTH, and containing 850 inhabitant •• 
of which nwnber, !l98 are in tbe bamlet of Upper, and 
272 in tbat of Lower, Bedwaa. 9 miles (W. by N.) from 
Newport. The living is a rectol')', with the perpetual 
curacy of Ruddry annexed. in the archdeaconry and 
dloeete of LlaudatT. rated in the Jcing's books at 
£ 10. l., 91" and in tbe patronage of the Dil bop of 
Llandalf. The cburth II dedicated to St, BI\JTOg, 

BEDWELTY, a p.a.rillb in the lower divi.lioo of the. 
hundred of WJ!:N'TLwoo. county of MONIIIOUTH, 16 
milea (N. w .) from Newport, compri.ling the ham1eta: 
of hhlawreoed, Mambole, and U.hlawreoed, and eon· 
taining 6382 inbabitantll. The living i, a perpetual 
cm-aey, in the archdeaconry and dilK!fle of L1ondaff, 
cndowed witb £600 royaJ bounty, and £1600 parlia. 
meutmy graut, and iu the patronage of tbeJ)jahop o( 
Llandatf. The churcb, dedicated to St, Sannan, is of 
early English arehitecture ; and the churchyard, whicb 
commands extensive and variegated proape«e. il I\U'. 

rounded wilh lOme trifting remains of an intf1!:ncbmmt.. 
BEDWIN (GREAT). a 

borougb, parisb , and mar· 
ket to'flm, in tbe bunili'ed 
of Kllllw .... anIrTONC, county 
of WILTS, 5f miles (s. W. 
by w .) from Hungerford, 
2S (N.) from SaJiljbury, 
and 7"Oi (w. by 8.) from 
Londou, conwllinK. with 
t.he tythingt of Crofton, 
Ean and West Grafton, 
Martin, Stock with Ford, 
Wixeombe, Wilton, and Ann •• 

WoUhalJ, lUiS iIlhabitanta. Thi. place, euppoeed by 
Dr. Stukehor to be the UlU:mMg-/U of Raveonaa, der:iVf!l 
ita name &om the Suoo BHg lJytt , or Bedpfa, apI'M. 
live of itl situation on an eminence, iD • abaUr.,. IOU, 
It .. as anclcoU,. a city of great enent:. uul the IIletIDo • 
poliJ of Q .... ODe of the three .aM of ADIa, the Su. 
cllieftaia, who la"eded Britain in 477. Ci-,_beD. 
viceroy of Wiltthire uul part. fII BedWdre. ill laid "10 
ba .. ...- "'" __ Chio ...... CaooIe, DOW 

a DObIe nl1c of SuOD ~ .bout a aWe to .. 
north-eM& of the to-. iD tile puiab of LJttIe.Aadwia •• 
In sr., a batlle ,... to.pt IIare betwe. W ..... 
.Kin(r of Mercia, aod AEKula,. • DObIemu hi &be .m. 
01 iiUbmp, QIIeMa ., W.-s. ill wbkb. ........ 
_ ,-'" IIoe _ _ _ 'l'be" '" 
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~ Bed ... ,. ~, ad the ~ upert. of the (6.) &om NUDeUOD. CODtahuDg 3510 inhabitantt. '(he 
CO'IlDU'y lunriant. Tbe KII!DDet and Avon amal.,.... living i •• rectory. in the archd~aconry of Co~.try. 
throoP cbe parish, uad "ordl • medium for tbe eon· and diOCOle of Liehfiekl and Coventry, rated In tbe 
veyaneeol ncdleotcoal. The market I. 00 Taeaday; king' .. boola at £10.3. Iii., and In tbe patronage 
and fain art held OD April ~rd and Jul,. 2Chb: the of the Earl of Ayletlford. The church, det.lleated to AU 
muket.bouee i. IIU ucll!ot buiJdin~ lituated in the Sainta, hu recently reoeived an additional number of 
priDd~ ttreel. A portreeve, who 11 CUltomarily callM aittiDgi. by Dle&na of • ~~ of £950 from the IntoI'. 
mayor,. bailil', and other officen, are annaaUy ~ porated Society for enlarging cburt:het and chapda. 
at the covt k8 of the iord of the manor. ThlI There i. • place of wOI"Ihlp (or Particular Baptilta. 
borough eeDt npreeeota· Ncar the vil.lagt: iI • coU mine, from which • nil-. 
tive. to aU the parl.iammts l"Oa<l utmdt to the Albby de. 1a Zouch and Coveot" 
of Edward I., from the canW. wru~h ~orm • JUIlct.ion within the periah, the 
cloee of whOte reign to the latter terminatmg here. Two clwity .cboob, and 
Pth of Henry V. there were allllSboutlt. for twenty·four pe:rIM)nI, are endowed with 
r~ul!Dt Intenniuion. J but land produclng. £700 per annum, bequeat~ by the 
Ilnce.thl!D it has conttautly Rev. Nlcholu Chamberlain, in 1115. 
returned two memben. The BEEDY, a parilh in the eutern divi.ioo of the 
right of election i8 vetted hundred of Go.COTIC, cowlty of LlucltfTn , 6 milel 
in the fnlC!holdcr"I and in- (N.B. by E.) from Lo!!icest.er, colltlUning l'.ilO inhabitants. 
habitantt of the ane~t The living I. a rectory. in tbe arebdeaooury of Lei~ 
hurgage meuuagee. in num- w , and dlocae of Lincoln, Mlk<\ in tbe king'. boob 
ber about ninety.five: tbe C~ SeaJ. at. £L5. i. 6., and in the patronage of the Earl of 
port.reeve is the returning officer. and the in.flumee Shaft.e8bury. The church is dedicated to All Sainu.. 
of the Marquis of Ailesbury pmlominatee. The living BEECH, a liberty in the pariah of STONI, IOO.thern 
h a vicarage. within the Jurildietioo 01 the peeuliv division of the hundTed of PIUBILL, county of ST .... -
court oC the Lord Warden. of Savernalc..c Forest, rated roao, containing 838 inhabitantl. 
10 the king's books at £8. 10.10., endowed with £400 . BEECHAMWELL, oompriting the pvish of AJI 
private. benefaction, £400 royal bounty. and £600 par- Saintl, and the united pari.hes oC St. J ohn and St. 
liamentu.ry grant, and in the patronage of the Marquis Mary, in the hundred 0( CU.CItCLOSI:, county oC Noa· 
of Ailelbury. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, and )'OLIl, 5t milel (w.S. w .) ,from SWalfham, and contain-
1)e only rtmaining one oC seven whlcb arc aid to have Ing 'l8S inh.bitants. The living of All Saints' I, • dil ­
anciently ulated here, .Ppe&r1I to have boeu cr-ccted ch..-ged rectory, with that 01 SWngbam annexed, rated 
at "uriOtll timea, and uhibitl good specimenl. of all iu the king'. boob at 1£6. U . 4" and in the patronage 
tile styles of U'ChItecture, from the Norman to the of the Crown, St.. John'. and St.M.".'1 are discbargtd 
later Englisb j it il • cruciform. structure,. with • rtCtOriCl COOIOlidat.cd, raUd jointly at 1£9, 13.4" IlDd 
lofty embattl~ tower riling from th6 int.entection, .nd in the patronage 01 J . Motteau, Eaq.: they art: in the 
contains AeVeral ancient me.moriala, 'RIIKnlg whIch la the uthdeaconry of Norfolk. and dioce.e of Nonrieh. 
5gqrc oC • Knight Temptu, and the monument of Sir BEECH-Illhl., a tythinr: in tha~ part of the pilriih 
J ohn Stymour, flther of tbe Prot.ector Somerset, and or 01 STa.l-TrIILD.SATC · which is in the bundrtd of 
Lady JaDe Seymour, consort. of Henry VITI., ~'ho were RlIIA-OIXO, county of Beau, 6 milca (S. by w.) Crom 
born .t Wolf Hall, DOW a farm.houae, in thIa pariah, Reading, containing 274- lDltabitanUl, There is • pbce 
ThC!rt is • plaoe of ""orahll' for Wesleyan Metbodistl. of worabip for Particular BaptiliCJJ. 
A acbocil i, endowed for the JllItructlOD of ten boys J BEECHING, or BEAUCHAMP.STOKE, • pariah 
and Sir Andrew Hungerford, in 1694, left an annuity In the hundred nC Sw.uDoaouolI, county of WILTt, 
4If &10 for apprenticing poor boys of the borough. 5i miles (E. by 9.) from Devizca. oontaiolug 156 iob.· 
Withla tbe mouncU of CILI.bury CutJe, oompriaing an bitalltl. The liviug is • rectory, In the ucbdeaconry 
~. of flfteeD ~, are the remaina o( an IUlcient cha· of Wiltl, aDd dioce.e nl Salil hwy, MltA!d In tbe lcing's 
pel, DOW uaecl .. I ham. Half. mile to the IOUth. books.t &1. i. 11., and in tho ~tronage of George 
" '1St are IOIDe ytllip or a Roman building, but they Wylde Heneage. Eaq. The church I. dedicated to St • 
• re DOW ac:arcdy ru.covuable. A &De \eUd.ted pave- Stephen. On opening. tnmulus in this parilh I.tely. 
ment ... ~ed bere till .ithln tbe Iut few yeara. a conaiderable quantity of ltap' horns ad hamarto 
Dr. 'l'bomM Willd, • celebrated pby.iclan, ... hom honea ... diacovered. 
... 1ft 1811, ud died iD London, iD 1615. DEEDING, • pariab in the hoadred of Bu .... "cH • 

.B&DWIN (LITI'LE), • pariah In the bnlldrOO of Mlpo of Ba..utua. county of Svuu, compriaiug Up­
It ......... ......, ... IXMiIIltf or WILTS, fj mil~ (W. 8. w .) per and Lo.er Beeding, and ooataining Q4M inhabit­
m.. Huaprford, coatainiDI 604 Inhabitant&. The li",- anti, oC which number. 499 arc In the. fonner, I miLe. 
hit ... ~ wlthia tbe JaritdlrllOD of the peculiar (s.), and .0.5 in the latter, 1 i miJo (s. 8. B.). from 
~ ttl tale lMd. Wardea ~ Sa..--ke Fol'Clt, m.ed S..,ag. The living ia • w.ebarpl vic:arace. in tbe 
III ... ~ ..... 1& .g. e. 8" aDd la the patroGIte arcbileaCoar,. of Lewca, and diooeae of Cbicbeaw, -rated 
alt. M. ,. of ...... ". Tbe.eb1ll'Ch il dedicated 10 the king'. boob at £8, and in the patrouge of the 
to IL NI ,... ,.. a.... .. d A'IOD canaI.- PreIkIeu' aad Fellowl of JIaida.IeDe OoUeae, 0D0nl. 
................ wWeb Ie .. iDteneded by t.be The chorch i. dedioUed to St..P&!r. AD Al6ea priory 
....... W_Jyb. of BaedictiDe mooU .... £ouded here about. 1076, 
... BlDWGIlTS, ......... tile KJrb7 cUriDao vi tile the l'eft'Due or .hlch, IIDOUDbq to £!UI. D. g., ... 
-dnd 01 s. •• Mft.OW. ClDlat1 of W .... lea. Sf mllel giyeo to the Society of Magdalcoe Cou.. iDo the reign 
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of Htmy VL The .. ~ mer Ada NU iD the 
'ricinity. 

BKBDON ... puiIh in the handrtd of .F.,acao_. 
ClRIIty of Bnu, ~ mi1et (8. W. by w.) from East 
1We}', mutaiaiug SlS iAhabitaa.ta The living ia .. 
Iliecharged vicarage, in the ..u.dacoery of Bub, 
and dil)CBe of S.U .. bury. rated in the kiag'. book' at 
£6. 10. to., endowed with i.'l6O private bmelaetiOD, 
aod £ iOO FOyil! bounty I aDd ia tbe pIItrou.age. of Sir 
J . ~e, But. ne cburcb La dedicated to St. Ni­
chow. 

BEEFORD, .. pariah III the oortht.'TD divilWD or 
tbe wapeotake of HOLDEa.N.£'., But. riding of tbe 
county of York, compriJllng tbe cbapclry of Liuett, aml 
the toW1\lbipt of Beeford and Dunnington, and contaiD· 
iog 7tH inbllbitantfl, of wbich Dumber, 620 are in tbe 
townahip of Bedord, 9 milt!1 (E. 8 . .E.) (rom Great D,.i(· 
field. The living i ... I"CdOry, witbin the peculiar ju­
rilClietioll of the manor court of Bed'ord, mtt'd in the 
king', book. at i.!Z'l, and in tbe patronage of tbe Cro,,-n. 
~ churclt i, dedicated to St. Leouard. There are 
plaOH of wonhlp for Lldependcnu and Weeleyan Me­
thodilUi. A free lChool lwe II OOlldueted on the 
NationallJlan. 

BEELEY, .. cbapelry in the parish of B ... XEWr:LL, 
bundml of BlGn P~-a:, OOttuty of DelllY, j mia 
(H. by 8.) &om BakeweoU, containing 350 inhabitant&. 
The living i. a perpetual cu.raey, witbin the peculiar 
JuriAdictiOD of tbe Dean IWd Chapter of Lich6e:ld, en· 
dowed ""ilb £fOO private ~Ie.&etion, and £1200 royal 
boontr, _d m the pall'Ont.gc' uf the Duke or De,·oo-
• hl,re. The. c:bapel ~ thdicatt.od to St. Anne.. 'There i. 
& place of wonWp (or Wl!IIleyan Methodi,ts. Several 
...u beutf&d.ions have beto made (or the relief of 
the poor. 

BEELSBY • • parish in the wapentake ot DUDLEY. 

H.."'E .. .,.oa, part.I of LI NDSEV, county of Ll1rfCOLN, 
5. miltt! lEo) from Cailtor, containiug leo inhabitantll. 
Tbe living i, a rectory, In tbe archdcaccmry and dio­
CMe of Llnoolu, rated III tbe king'. bookll at. £8. 11. 6 .• 
and in the patroliligo of the Chapter of the Collegiate 
Church of SouthwcU. ']'be cburch il dedicated to St. 
Andrew. 

BEENHAM, a parilh in the hundred of READINe, 
county of Bun, Sf mib (W. 8. w.) from Rnding, 
coDtaipjng 487 Inhabit.auta. The living I, a di8clluged 
Yicange. ia the arc.hdeaconry of Berk.. and diOCt!lCl of 
&eli.bury, raWd in the king'l book. at "1. 11., ILDd in 
u.e pat:roaage of Mn. SleVea..8. The c:burcb is dedi· 
cUed to St. Alary. The aavipble rift!' Kennd n1I1I 
.. the vicinity. 

BEER, a chapelry in tbe p&rlab 01 S •• TOW, bon­
dred of CoLYTOIt, tOUtJ ofDnolt, Si miIea (8.8. w .) 
from CoIrto., toataiWD« IIlMJ ialtabitanta. 'J'bc Cove 
til lies- is 1UchI,. faYOlU'llbie. for 6Wac. 1a IBiO, Lord 
IkrUe obtaiDed an act. for CODIlnICtiaa • pier and im· 
....... the borbour. Ed_CoIMoa...-- ...... 
prod"cioc about &&00 • ,ft!', for .. imain"'" doth­
.. , and ...,...iag ODe bandred pool' ..,.. til lUtock 
.... ~. Lady lIoIIe.....- £11100 ...... "" 
_ til. (or chuitable par,..., from wbieb fuad alou-
boa.N far twt'DtJ~I" poor t.bermea, IIDII tweDtf 
idna wido ... , sad IICbooIa for tbe u.ta &Jtion of 00,.. 
ud ctrt-. GIl Dr . .Ball' .......... __ ..... ud 
,.hmd. 

BEER·.D.STON .............. tIoe p.lu. '" Bu •• 
Fr: ....... IuIDdred ol..RolMtaovG_, COUDtJ of DnOl\. 14 
mae. (N.) &om PIymoatb. aad ill (W. 8. w.) m­
London. The popalatlost. it I"darDed with the puitb. 
Thi' place, about. the year 1iQ5, recrived the cr-t 01 
• wetkJy market and IlD auQIJ fair, whic:h ba¥e .... 
for a conaicitr&ble time diaooDtiDoed. It. i. pkuud,. 
.it1l&ted within. mile of the aavipb1e river Tuau, 
but. conl.im owy of • few nMlan houaeI. • sOme k$d. 
mines, o~ed here in tbe rdp of Ech .... rd I., prod.oed 
abundut'e of ore, from wbich a put quantity of lilver 
wu lle.J*rated j aftu a long period of dilU8e t.hey 'Wf:ft 

again worked, but their produce had greatly dimilliabed . 
A portreeve and otber offiCC'ft are ~nually c:boeen ., 
the court. led. of tbe lord of tbe manur, wbich i. held 
under a large tree, where &lIfO the elec:tipn of the 
parliamentary representative. (or tbe borough tuee 
place. 111C: e1eative francblee wu conferTed in the ~tb 
of Elizabeth, .iute whicb time tbe borough boa returned. 
two memben to parliament: tbe riglit of ~tio.n iI 
vestcd by bnrgage tenure in tboac:: wbo bli\'e land in the 
borough, and pay an acknowledgment to the lord of 
the manor, upon whoae will their number i, entirely 
dependwt : the port.ree.e ~ the murning officu. Here 
Wall formerly a chapel of ease to the rectory of Bett­
Ferri,. There i. a pt.ce (if wonblp for 'Wealeyan Me. 
tbodiau. 

DEER-CROCOMBE, a pariah in tbe hundred of 
MDICII: and B11LrrOfl X, county of SoMXU£T, 6 milet 
(N. W. by N.) from llmiuiler, oontaining 186 inhabi\o. 
ant.. The IiYia, ia • dillCharged ~ry, in lbe arc:b­
deaconry or Tauotoll, and dioc.eae of Batb and 'Wella . 
rated 1.0 tbe kIlIg. boon at £ t I. 12. 6., and in the 
patrou&ge of tbe Earl of .Egremont. 1'be chW'th i • 
dedicated to SLJamea. 

DEER-FERRlS, a pllri.h in the bundred of Rollo­
ROUGU, county of·DltvON, 1i milct (8. by w.) from 
Ta"ifltocli:, containing, ,,!llh t.he borough of J~r·Al8tOD. 
2198 inhabitaut •. 'roo IIvin, ~ M ~tory .. ill lIle arch· 
deatoory of Tome.., and dlocete of Bath aDd. Welb, 
rated ill the king'. book. at &'24. J. Oi., IUd in tbe pa. 
tronage of VilCOuot VaUetort. The cburch II dedicattc1 
to St. Andrew. TIle pari6h I. bounded on the west by 
tbe navigable rin~r 'ramlU', and on tbe cut. by the 
..... ve,., wbicb vaire at ill aoulb{:m extremity, IlIId f. 
into the Eugu.b c.hauncl on the WeRenl aide of De­
,·on).lort. 

BEER-UACKET, a parlth in the hundred of Sau­
DOaNa, S,htrboroe clivi.lon of the county of Do •• tt • .& 
miles (8. W. by 8.) from Sherborne, cootaininl18 m,. 
babitaata. Tbe liviac i, • Uillcbarged rectory. withia 
the peculiar juriadidioa of tbe Dfu of Saliabary, .-.ted 
in the king', booka at &6. i. Si., and in tM ,....... 
of Sir JobP MvodnL The cburdl ;. «hdlmted tID St. 
Michael. Tbere;' lID eodowlneD' for .. ., ... 
ofebildrm. 

BEER· REGIS •• markf'l towa ..... puiM II die 
bUDdre4 0( O .... a.. ... Bludford (Sc:cII) clifleiea 01 
the _oIDo ..... 7 _(N.W.)_W __ • 
aDd 113 (I. w.) &0. ....... eootai ..... willa tM .,. 
..... 01 _ ...... _ ...... "... pIooo. _ 

.. tuppc*d byDr.St" '., to bavc ...... J ....... tJI Ro __ J .. __ tIoe _ ...... .... 

die MtJuac&. ..... lta ..... ~ Wd ta..,at d=_, -_ ... _"' ... ...,_ .. _ .. 
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~e retireIlldtbeI' to .fti4 nepicioa; md. Itiag lohn, abbq m St. Mary at York : ... l'ft'eIloe, at the cU.1. 
who octMkeal.,1D&de &his Iu. 1'Midmce. gnnted the in· tlan, " .. eat.imated at "l~. lQ. G. The church. c:nIo­

babMDt. the pri'lllet:e of alDU'ket, in the .eventemtb clfonD, h\ving • stroog tower of early Norman ardU­
.". tJI bia ftip. JWftI'd L made it • free boroup, bvt tectun; but tbe felt of the ediftoe i. ill the decoraIed 
it. dod not appear to have e9tr retcu .... d any membeN Englilb It,.1e: the nave i. tlIed for the cdebratioo of 
to parlilldleDt. A.,.t put of tb .. .town .... dettroytd. di\'ine .terVice; aod the chancel, ",hich bad long lain 
by fire iD It's. : it. uperienced •• imilar calamity in nliDOUll, WAIl repaired in 18 19, and 6tted up AI alChool 
1188. aad, in 18 l1, anotber destructive fire occuned, for divinity, in couoes.ion with a clerical iDJItiwtiOD, 
In wbtth the pari.b regllfteI1I wcre hunit. The town i l founded bJ Dr. Law, a late bishop of Cbester, for tbe 
pleaPGtJy . itoat.ed 00 tbe Ihnall river Beu j tbe hOUlet, benefit of yOWlg IDCn intt'nded for boly orden, who do 
in peral, are modem and well built, and the inbabit- not mean to compleu: their Immel at Oxford or Cam­
aoU are amply aupplied with ' water. The market ie on bridge, and who 1"OCcive ordination after baving fluwed 
Wedne.da, : a fair i. held, September 18th and the four fora certain period u. this place) but theyean onlyentu 
fo11o,.lng days, on Woodbury hill, for borlU, homed upon their ministry within the province of York. In ad. 
cattle, shetp, c1otb, and chi'!ll!iIe. The living, whieh, in dition to this, there ill a c:debru.ttiI free grammar .cbool, 
conjullction with Charmoutb, fonnerly OOltltitut.ed the founded by letten patent, dated April 24th, 158S, ob. 
golden prebend In tbe- Cathcdml Church of Sati.bury, tained by Edmund GrindaU, Arcbbishop of Canterbury, 
and i. no" in tbe peouliar j uri.diction of the Dean of wbereby ita management i. ent.r\l.lted to a corporation 
SaUlbury, l8 • vicarage, with the pupetual curacy of of seveo govertlOrtI , of whom tbe Prmroat of QUH:n'. 
Winterboume-KingstQIl annuoo. rated in the king'l College, Oxford, and the R.edor ofEgrcmont., are al ...... y. 
books; at ;£25. 5" and in the patronage. of the )faster two, the fonner enjoying the 'Privilege of nominating 
and FdloW8 of B8.Uiol College, Oxford, The church, the muter, wbo chOO8eS an uBher. The annna1 income, 
dedicated to St.John the. &Irt.ist, iB a spacioua ancient ariaillg from land, illl i.l'l5 : of thia BUm, .£50 are paid 
Itnlcture, with 8 lIquare embattled tower c:tOwued with to the tlLUter, and ;£10 to the ullber, but their.alarim 
pinnaclee, There are Illaces of worship for Indcpen- receive con8iderable augmentation from entrance-feet 
dents and Wesl"'Yan Methodi8t.1 i that for the Indepc.n- and dooatioDtl lit Shrovetide, and the former takes 
dent! bas an endo ..... ment of £ 18 per annum, A eba~ boarder.: gratuitoUi iMtruction is limited to Ibe cl8l~ 
rity echaol ..... 1&1 foundtd and endowed by Thomas WiI- 'ioe:. The .ehoal enjoy. the Kdvancage of a fclJo ...... hip 
Iiam., EfIq. , and fwthn endowed by the Rev, Thomae and two ICholarships at Queen'l College, Oxford, "ith 
W illiaml, for two additional scbolant. In I11S, the the privilege of acuding , candidate to be enmined for 
Rev, Scury F i.e:ber beqU('8tbed ;£lOO to tbis in8titution : Olle of five exhibitions, fowlded at the same. coil. by 
tbe muta baa .. eaIary 0.( £, I 0 per annum, witb, bQUSe Lady Eliubeth llutingl; a fellowBhi)) IUld three do­
and garden. On Woodhury biU, about half a mile from ' hmbipa at Pembroke Coll~, Cambridge, a schola.n.bip 
the town, tbere ill a circular crunp, comprehending an of i.4 a year at Magdalene College, Cambridge, and, in 
area of ten acres; and to tM Well of it are the l ite failure: of scholan from the scbool Ilt Carlisle, eligibi. 
of the anciellt chapel of Sancta Ancliorttta, and a wclJ Hty to two cxhibitioDtl, fouuded by Bi.hop Thorn .. , at 
called Anehoret'8 well. Dr, J obu Moretou, ArcbbJahop Queen'. College, Oxford. A good library is conneeted 
of Canterbury, a'hd a cardinal j and Dr. Tuberville, with the &chool. The parilh extenda for about t.eo 
Bil hop of ExcteT i were uativce of thi. place i the for~ milCfl along the coast, which in &orne partB II rocky and 
mer also di. tinguiabed himlcl1' in the wan, and pro- precipitous, and contain. coal, limestoue, aDd frestODe: 
jected the union, of the hotl.set of York and Lancaetu. lead·ore i. obtained at Kiuneyaide, where there are 

"BEERBALL, a tything In the parish and huudred amelting~furn8Celi, and lron-ore wu formerly got in 
ofAx.MIMft'U, eountr of »"'01'1' , containing SSt in~ Eskdale. A lighthouse was erected in 1711, on a pro-
habitant., monwry called St,.Beei' Head, 
• BEES (ST,), a pviah in At.L'U.DAL'It wud above BEESBY, fonnerly a di8tinct parish, now united 
Darw-mt, coonty of CUMBX .. LAND, compris ing the port to HAWICIlBY, ill the wapeutake ofllIlAOLEY-lLLv~a . 
and market t(.l1lfD of WhitehaVen, the chapclries of STOIC,IW1.l of LINDIiI:V, county of LINOOl.N, 8l miJel 
Earterdaie, EUdaie with' Wudale (including Wasdale- (N,W. by N,) from Louth. The popuJaLion 18 retumea 
Head), Beuingbam, and Net.berwudalc, the to""DIhiptl with Hawerby. Tbe living i .. a rectory, colUlblidated 
of St. Bees, ¥1aDflyalde, Lowside-Quarter, Prdton-Quar- with that of Hawerby . 
.... , B.ottbaatoa, Sutdwith, and Wbedd.ioar, and CODtain~ BEESBY in the MARSH, a p.:riah in the Wold 
... aeoordiag tG the laat. eeaau, 19,* inbabltanbl diviB.ion of the hundred ofCALCaWORTH, parts of Lntn­
( .... peatIy iDcreued) of wbich Dumber 655 are lEY, tounty of LntCOl.N, i l ml1efl (N. by H.) from 
.. tbe........aup of St, &e.. it mllet CW, by N,) from Alford, ~ntaining lSi inhabltantl,. The livlllJ i . a 
......... The IiriDg • • perpetual cuney, in the rectory, 10. tho archdeaconry and diocae of LiDcom , 
........... ,., 01 RJebmoad, ad ~ of Cbeater, en~ rated In the king'. books at 6. IS. 10. 21 .. a~d in the 
............ Jll'lftte b.=+ctloa, £,000 royal patronage of the Crown. The church I..s dtdicated. to 
"--*7, ...... _ ,..u.m-.,. pat, and In the St. Andrew. I ''''0 • lit ...... allAMMd."'. Tbe ebUl'Ch, dedi· BEESTON, a hamkt parOy In the parilb of 
CMie8 to IlL ....... ,-" Ute envmtaal. ch1ll'Ch Noa'rllILt., ud partly in the pariah of SANDY, handnd 
fila. s-:r. J.i. del "'150, b, B,p, or Begugh, of WI,UMTUZ, COWIt., of Bxoro..." S miles (!II.N,W.) 
.......... .....,...........,. rectlved tbe boDoar hm Bigglesv.-adc, containing ~ l' inhabitant&. 
'" -.,' dilL 'ftiI~,... ddb'Oyed tIy the BEESTON, a toWDIhip iD that put. 04 the ,.~ 
~ .. Ii I "'- ...... nifra or IfeQry J" by wn~ riO of BI1NBvn which i. ill the 6I'tt diria.iOD. of ibe 
.... , n' "IM 01 Cops' ......... eelI to tile hUlldred of E DDlhUU, COUDty palatioe of CKana, 
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S. miles (8.8.W.) from Tarporiey, CCGtaiaI.DI "I in­
babitautl. Ou. mci::y emiDtlllCe, al'0I"dia& .. fiDe view 
over the Vale Royal, are tbe mu.ive rWDI 0{ Beeston 
Cutle. oompriliog part of .. tower which gaarded the 
principal entrance, flanked by temicirc:ular oae., which 
fanned the inner ward. oc:cupyiDa btU'1, an acre of 
ground, and proteded by .. moat ucant.ed In the 
eo1id rock i the outer walla were guarded by elgllt 
round towere irregularly plattd. ud are now. (01' the 
~ater put. I'OmaDtically covered with ivy aDd other 
foliage : in the out« court i, .. coDiiderable none 
quarry. 'I'b.iI fortlUll. founded by Raoulpb de BinD· 
deville, about litO, wu made a royal ganilOn in the 
war between Henry m . and the baron.; and, in 1643. 
it.M held by a detachment of the parliamentary forces. 
Having been IJUblequentJy taken by tbe royaliat.a, it 
wu I51lJTendered by them for .... ant of provision., af\u 
.. long lIi~~ In 1645, and, early in tbe following year, 
.... demolillhed. Courts leet and baron are held here. 
There ill a amall endowment for the instruction of 
poor cbildre.n. A mineral spring wu dillCOvered about 
f\ft(en ye&r1l ago. 

BEESTON, a pariah in the . authem divieion of the 
wupentake of BaoxTOw, county of NonUIGHAM. S. 
Dlilce (8. W. by w .) from Nottingham, containing ISS. 
iuhabitants. The Ji,ting ia a di.scluu-ged vicarage, in 
the archdeaconry of Nottingham, and diocese of York~ 
rated in the king'. bookB at £4,. 15., and in the patron. 
age of the Duke of Devouhire. The church ia dedi­
cated to St. John the Baptil t. The inhabitants are prin­
c.:ipally employed in the wauww:ture of hOlliery IWd 
lace: a larRe l ilk_mill baa also recently been erected. 
A bl'1lD.ch Of the Nottingham canal, called Beeaton Cut, 
CI'OUCII the parish on the IOUth·cut, to ita juuction 
with the Trent. Cooaiderable portiael of a Roman 
road, uniting with the .. old Coventry road " in the ad· 
joining paril h of Attenborough, and the remaiD8 of an 
ancient building. are di l cemible here. There are some 
wen. in the village. the water of which il Ilightly chair' 
""'to. 

BEESTON, a cbapelry in the pariah of ST. Prrn, 
within the liberty of the borough of LUDa, though lo­
cally in the wapeotake of Morley, W elt riding of the 
county of YORk, 2j- miles; (S.w . by 8.) from Leeds" 
compriaing the townahipa of Beeaton·Shaw, Cottingiey. 
lJaIl, New Hall. Parkaide, Boyda, and Snickdh. and 
coucaining 1670 inbabitanta. The living ia a perpe­
tual curacy. in the arcbdeacolU"f and diocae of York, 
ea.dowtd with . S!10 private beoefa.ctioa, and £iOO 
royal bounty, and in the patronage of the Vicar of 
Leeds. The chapel it a very IIDcieDt atnleture, dedi­
cated. to SL Mary. There ia a place of wonhip for 
Weeleyaa. Kethodi.u.. Enerwve cotl IIliDM DeU' tbe 
village have hem worked &inee the nip .r Charles D. ; 
awl there are v.nou MtahliabmeatAl eowaected with 
the cloIhi"l buiDeU. An bMpital .. _ted to have 
aucieady edited bene, bat there are DO ~ aDd 
neD ita aite ia not distiDct.ly ImowD. 

BEESTON (ST. ANDREW), ............ the hUD· 
dred of TAU •• "", etNDty of Nouou. .. mllea 
(N. N ••. ) &om Nomch, ....IahUq '" ..... i ...... 
'I'be livlDc D a cUacbupd redoI')'. in. .. ~ 
and dioceee of Norwich, rated I ...... Idac'a boob at 
.... e. Ii. W. _ .IIoq. ODd ....... _ 
ia 1801. 'I'M cb1ll'Ch ia dmcrated. 

BEIISTON (ST. LAWBENOE) .......... ia ... 
bundred of 1'ol'faT."D, coa.r.ty of No.""., ti mne. 
(E. by N.) from Colli.baD, coa.taiDint: M in.habitaata. 
The living it • dilebarpd rectory. ill t,be ardIca.cc.ry 
and diocae of Norwich. rated in the king'_ boob at: 
£6, endowed. witb £200 private beDefact.ion. ud £iOO 
royal bounty. IIDd in the patroaage of J . Prtstob • ..x.q. 
'l'bcre ia a place of wonhip forWea1eyan Methodist&. 

BEESTON (ST. MARY) • • pariah in t.be buadred 
of L"UNDITCH, COUDt1of NO.POLK, 1 miles (N. H.. by.t) 
from Swaf'ham, containing, with the pu'Wh of LiUIe 
Bittering. 666 inhabitant. . The living il a diacbarpd 
rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocde of Nonricb, 
rated in tb~ kinIr'. boou at £ IS. and in tbe patronage 
of the King. as buke of Lancuter. A I um. of money 
~ been left. for tbe instruction of poor children j IIDd 
tbere it an a.1.ml!IhouR with a amall endowment. 

BEESTON·REGIS, a pariah iD the northem di • 
vwon of the hundred of EaPINOH A. ... county of Noa • 
ror..x, 3 miles (w . N. W.) from Cromer, containing 238 
inhabitantl. The living iA a diac:harged re<:tory, in lhe 
arcbdeaconry of Norfolk, and diocese of Norwich. rattd 
in the king'a bookl at £. HI, and in the patronage of the 
King, as Duke of Lancaster. The church i. dedicated 
to All &inta. The sea baa made conaiderable encroach· 
menta on thi. part of the eout. H ere IlI'e lfOme 
remaina yf a priory of Auguatine canonl. founded in 
the reign of John, by Lad, Iaabcl de Cresscy, the 
revenue of which, at the di.&,.",'oltion, was £50. 6. 4. 

BEETHAM, a pariah i'ii'9K.IINDA.L ward, county of 
WBITMOaL,ufD. comprising the chapelry o(Witbera1ack. 
and the toWOlbipl of Beetham. Farleton~ Havcrbrack. 
and Metbop with Ulpba, and containing 161 8 inhabit_ 
anta~ of which number, 830 ore in the township of 
Beetham, S mils (N. W. by w .) from Burton in Ken· 
dal. The living i. a di lilCbarged vicarage. in the arcb · 
deaconry of Richmond. and diooe:ee of Chester. rated 
in the king'. bookl 8:t £1 3. 1. 4., endowed wi1.h £400 
private benefaction. and £400 royal bouoty~ and in the 
patronage of the King, as Duke of Lancut~r. Tbe 
chnreh il dedicated to St. Michael. 'Thit mouolainOQl 
paril h I. aituated at the lOuth,wCfltem extremity of 
the county, 00 both aides of the eatuary of the river 
~t. which i . na"lgable for amall craft .. far .. the 
hamlet of Storth. and on the shore of which are t--. 
wbarl'a. where alate and other articlea are llbipped for 
varWQI porta on the western caul. : t.bere ia alao a 
ferry acrou the river. The Kendal and Laocuter 
canal. the river )klo, and lOme smaller IItreamt. alIo 
int.enect the parith, through which a new mad ... 
formed betwee:n Lmcuter and UbentoM, about liiO. 
The oonds ... ...u .....,1«1 ('" 110...... ...... .... 
place it DOt much .....,rt.ed to for that paI'J)C*. 'J'bere 
il a IbaIl1II&etory for paper and pu&eboud _ u.e 
........ ODd_ .. ~wkhIa ............. A 
grammar eebool,. boUt about 16&1, uad rebuilt iD 1821. 
baa lID eodowDteat ·oI about £40 per __ ....... 
_lad, for .... _00 of ...... 1ftr hofo. -. 
&be acbooI.boae stood lID ancisat cbapII. dIdi .... 
to St. JoIm. _ben ........ boOM baWl fnq _ ... 
dac up : the -* bu belIU 0(8 ........ irdo ....... 
A eoart )eel and buuD. wtUa riew cl hnkphdp ... held........,. by lite IaN of t.M __ , _ed­
IIaII, Iera.eaIJ .. fcriIad. m......... a II. wiIIdD • 
...,..w.. pI:I'k;. 11 ..,. ....... ; ad 11& a ... «lire •• 
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to the lJIJuth are the. ",m, of Ilde.lack and Arnlide 
towers, which wt!1"e probably eJ'ect~ to gurud the bay 
of M~be, thue M:in" remains o( similar t()wera 
on the oJ>potite shoft!. At Beetham Mill il II 'I\'aterfall 
on tbe ",,(Or Belo, near where tbe new road croUeII that 
river by mean. of II; bridge. 

BEETLEY, It parisb in the hundred of LAONDlTCD, 
cmmt,. of NOIll'f'OJ,K, Sf. miletl (N. by w.) from Enst 
:Dereiuun, contllining 3&6 inbnbitantll. The liring is a 
discharg«l rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese. of 
Norwich, rated in the kjng', book!! at £9. 7. 11., and 
in the patronage of the Rev, C. Jt(rumingt. 'l'be churcb 
it d~icllted to St. Mary. 

BEGDROOKE, a plU'ilh in the hundred of WOOT­
TON, county Of Ox roaD, if milea (a.E. by 8.) from 
Wood8tock, containing 1M inbobitante. The living il 
Q rectory Dot in charge, in the archdeaconry and tlio­
cese of Orlord, and in the patronage of Sir G. Dnsh­
wood, l1nrt., for three tuma, and the Principal and 
Fellows of Bruenoee College, Oxford, for one. The 
church ilJ dedicated to St. Michael. A little wetltward 
from it ilJ au ancient military work, called Round 
Cmle. 

DEIGHTON, a parish in the hundred of SCARa· 
J)ALE~ county of DKllBY, 7* mile!! (E. S. B.) from She(· 
fieJd, containing 856 inhabitanu. TIle living i8 a dia­
cbarged vicarage. in the arc.hdeaoonry of Derby. and 
dioceee of LichfieJd and Coventry, rated In the IUng'a 
boon at. .£6, 11 . lOj., t!Ddowed with .£ 10 per annum 
Ilril"Bte benefaction, and £1200 royal bounty, and iu the 
patmnage of EIU'I Manv('I"fJ. The ehurcb ia dcdi· 
cated to St. Mary. In 1666, William Jeaop bequeathed 
land, producing about 1..14 per annum, for apprenticing 
poor children of tbi. pariab, and other charitable pur­
po&Cl, A 1C1iooi for the illltruction of ten cbildreu has 
an eudowment of about.£6 t>~r annnlD.. 

BEIGHTON, _ pariah in the hundred of W ALS­

IIAH, county of NORYOLK, 2 mil~ (8. W. by 8.) from 
Aclc, conwning 244 inhabitants. The living ia _ dia­
charged rectory, in the IU'C.hdcaconry and diocete of 
Norwich. rated in the king's booka at £IS, and in tbe 
patronage of R. FeUowel, Esq. The church il dedicated 
to All Saintl. 

BEIGHTON, county of SUn"OLK,-$ee BEYTON. 
BEILBY. _ cbapelry in the parish of lLLVTON, 

Holme-Beacon divilion of tbc " 'apentake of HAII,tOlLI., 
East riding of the county of You:, Si mHCII (8. by w ,) 
from Pockliogton. containing 239 inhabitants. The 
chapel is dedicated to SL Giles. 

BELA UGH •• paritb in the IIOUtbern division of 
the bUDdI'ed of ERPI"GB.lJl, connty of No_roLlc. If 
mile (8. E,) from Coltiahall, containing lSS inhabitants. 
The 6vh., i. _ dilCharged rectory, annued to the 
t1~ of fkottow, in the arebdeaoonry and dioce.e 
(l{ Narwicb, rated In the king'. boob at £6. The 
~. dedicated to St. Peter. 

BELBANK, • to ...... hip ill the ,.nIh of BEWOASTLJ:. 
Ba..,.~ ....... C\II'Q'lty 01 ev ... ltllL.l"O, containing 
.. 16 bdte..... 'Dte:te are coU.iene. and Iimeworks 
.............. ~ ill th. tmrnabip. 

8EJ RA:NK., .. towDahip iD lhe puilb of S,.4lOLI:­
--. Bla.au.. ward. C!OIIDtf 01 C1I •• aUAJlD. e aillea 
( .) from .-= contaiDiqlSi iDhabitant&: 

81t1.Baou TON ... pIIritb in tht lo'ftt' division 
tbt ....... f1I Ku.natu. COUDty of Woac.I!tn:a. 
VOL. L • 
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5 mite. (N, W. byN.) (rom DromsgT'Ol'c, eont~ing 14iG 
inhabitalltl. The living it a rectory, in the archdea­
conry aad diocese of Worceater, rated in tbe king's 
bookl at £ I 9, and in we J)atrouage of the Pree-idcnt 
and Fellows o( St. John'l CoII~, Oxford. TIle ehurch, 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, hili n!Cently n.'I'~ved 
an additional Dnlnber of l iUlng-, by means of _ grant 
of £ 100 from the Incorporated SocIety for elltllrging 
churchetl Bud cilnl)CIIJ, Here i.$ an utelltive rnllllufac­
tory for Icytbt:t. huy-knh·et. !tc, ll.il'll are bdd 011 the 
lut Monday in April, lind lhe Monday before. St. Luke'. 
day. A sberilf'l court, for the recovery of Imall debtl, 
i.s held on tbe third Wedncaday in every mouth, There 
il an endo ... mmt of abont £ 10 per annum for the in­
Itruction of poor children. The poriah i.$ divided into 
four yieitllJ. riz., tbo8e of Iklbmughton, Brian'l Bell with 
Moor·HaH Bell, Forfi!!ld, and Broomhill. 

BELDY, a towuship in the parillh of HOWDEIf . 
wapentake of HownENI IUIlIt, Eatt riding of the county 
of Yo,,:, Ii mile (E. by N.) from Howden, <.'Ontain­
ing 49 inhabitanU. 

BELCHAMP (O'ITON), a parilh iu the hWldred of 
llal'lCKfflRn, county of E Ul:x, 5f milet (N, by 1>,) 
from Cutle-Hedingham, containing 852 jnbllbitnntl. 
The living il a rectory. in the archdeaconry of Mid_ 
dlesex. and diOCftC of London. rated in the king'a 
boob at I:. 12, and in the patronage of the Rell. John 
Cox. The church il dedicated to St. EtbellJcrt and 
All &intA. Albrigbt's cbapel, formerly in thil pariah, 
bas been long since dcmoliabed. 

BELCFI.A.MP (ST. PAUL'S), _ pariab in tile bnD­
dred. of HINCKrOIlD, connty of Ea"I. 2 mile!! (So £. 
by E,) from Clare, containing 685 inbabitantl. The 
living ia a vicarage, in the peculiar jurisdictiun nod pa. 
tronage of the Dean and Chapter of St. PaUi'I, Londou, 
rated in tbe king'. books at £14, The churcll il de­
dicated to st. Andrew. 

BELCHAMP (WALTER), a pariah ill the hundred 
of B1l'ICX.FORD, county of EIIU, S milt!! (w.) from 
Sudbury~ containing 608 inhabitants. The living ia a 
discharged vicarage ... COUIJOlidated with that of Bulmer, 
In the archdeaconry (If Middleeex, and dioceee of Lon· 
don, rated in the king'l books at £6, aud endowed 
with £100 and £6 per annum priVllte bcnd'action. and 
£200 royal bouuty, The church is dedieated to St. 
Mary, 

HELFORD, a parilh partly in ltu.Nn8nlRII:, a d~ 
tachcd pot1ion of the county palatine of DUlI.nAH, but 
chiefly in the nortb~m division of BAMDII.OUOU ward, 
county of NORTHU .. 8ERI .... ND. oompriling the muket 
town of Belford, alld the townships of Dctchallt. EMing­
tou, Euington.Grange, Elwick, Middleton, uud Roill. 
and containing 118.'1 inhabitantll, of which number, 1208 
are in the toWIl of Belford. 49 milea (N, by w.) from 
NewcutJe upon Tyn~, and S25i (N, byw.) from Lou­
don. Tbil place, thougb ~ug litLie architec· 
tural beauty. baa a \'ery plea.ling appearance: it is 
l1ituated 011 a gentle eminence .... ithin two milell of the 
ICI, of which, and of &mbroo.gh castle, it commandfl 
• be view on the nortb·etm; on all other aides it 
is I!hd11!rOO b)' hilla, 00 one of which ue teeD the 
nina of an ancient chapel. The town ooaOau prin. 
cipaUy of two 8pl.cioua ~, ioteraected "by a few 
narrow lanes, badly paved md not lighted i the hOWlC8 
are irregularly built, but the iD.babltaDts are. amply 

t T 
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llupplied With water : the oeipboorbood aboandl with 
"ltUiDl'y djl'cmfted tceaery aDd agresble .. alu. 
Bdford i , main1y iudebttd for It. rille to the .pirlkd 
exertionll of Mr. Dixon, • fonau proprietor of the 
manOr, who bw!t &eVeraJ houe. OD .. larger and 
more convenient lCale. cleInd .way ~dy objeeu. 
and established .. wooUeo pumm..ctory, a taDoo:ry', &C. 
m, f. tbu bad pre\"ioaal, proc:ured the privilege of 
bolding .. marketaad run : the market i, on Tue8day, 
and i. Doted for COI"D, laUCh of wbich is .old for u~r· 
tadon I and the fain are on the Tuesday before Whit.­
liw\tide, and AupsI. 'lSrd. The pu1.s.b abounda with 
coal, limClJtonfo, Ilt1d fn!f:ltone, and cooliderable quanti. 
tiet of cocldea, talIt!d Budle wcld el, art! got upon tbe 
COIUIt. The tint,. I.e within Ule juriadlction of the county 
magi. t .... tefJ. and conftahlee arc IJIlI.ually appointed for 
thlllel'era!. to'llo'JUIhipl. 1'be li ving i . a perpetual curacy, 
in the arcbdeacoory of Northumberland, and diooeae of 
Durham, endowed with £800 private benefaction, £600 
royal bounty, and £ 1100 J)lU'liamentaTy grant, and In 
tbe patronage of William Clarke, EIq., u lord of the 
manor. The church, dedlcatW to St. Mary. i. a band. 
tome atJ'ucture, erected in 1700, at the nortb·wmern 
t'Xtmnit1 of the town. 'I'hw! are Illaeea of wOTSblp fGII 
Anti.burgbenJ, Wesleyan Methodi.lu, and PreabykrianJ. 
A charity flChool i. npport.ed by SUbecriptiOIl. About a 
mile ttl the 8Outh·we.t of WI: to'kll III II. quadclatttal in_ 
trenchmellt, having an Cllb"allce 00 the norlh.eat, and 
defcndtd by a wide dltch and 11 double rampart : It 
i. by .orne . uppoaed to bave been a .troog hold, or 
place IIr IeCnrity fronl the Ineuralon. of tbe Scots. 
dnring the border wan I by othl!l'l It i . thought to be 
of Danu.h origin. The racea, formerly belt! at Beaducll. 
have hem remol·ed bither, where a COtlJ1le has jWlt been 
oomplet.tod for holding tbem. There are a few miucraJ 
I!]lrinkS In the paruh. 

BELG RAVE, a pariah cnmpming the eb.pelry of 
South Thannutoo in the c:attem , and the chapclry of 
B lrstaU in the weatcrn, dh'ilion of the b\U\dred of Go.· 
COTE. ooantyof LIlICltIlTKIl, It mile (N. N. lt) from Lei· 
cester, and oontainillg 190' inhahitantM. The living ill 
a "irange, in the arebde&t.'Onry of Leicester. and dioce.c 
of Lincoln, rated 10 the king'. bookl at i.13. 6. 8., en· 
dowed with i.8 per annum and :£600 private benefac· 
tion, i.'00 ro)-.l bounty. and 6 1000 podi~utary 
grant, and in tbe palrOnage of the Bi. bop of t.ic.b6eld 
and Col-eDtry. The church i8 dedicated to St. Peter. 
This parieh la in the hoaour of Tutbary~ duchy of Lan· 
cuts, and withill the juNdictioll of • court of pte. 
held at TU1bury every dUrd Tutaday, (or the recovery of 
dI!bts under.o.. The rinr Sou, 01' ~ canal, 
which it na.ipble for buge.I, and over wbicb there i • • 
h~ (OI'IM • jonctJon with the 1Wt0000·Mowbn, N.­
vipttoo, by __ of aa artUlc.iaJ cut, iUUnMw.llllyafter 
I ... CO\U'MI throUCb tbt' pariah. Traoet of tim Romau 
FOIIe.way aft vilible in the vlcillity. JWpa_ giVei the. 
title! of ri~ to Eu-l~. 

BRI,I,ASIS. a towDIbtp la lobe pariIiIl of BTUlf'KG­

TO". ....een. dh"oo of Cun,a .....s. eoanty of' 
NoaTln' ."aLAJlD, 'adJ. (I. by I.) r.- lIorpelh. 
",., ~ .. _wltbthe ...... 

BilT 4 . • -....... ......... '" £u.. 
a.JtCWOll. ~I.'" 01 HOWD._.ru." ri~ of 
",_" y ............ (-. IrrL) .......... 
en $ , ... II" b' """Ii 

BELLCIJALWELL, • puiah (orrafDc. with tile 
,-"tbe. of Sbjllinptnne uad 1\amwOl'tb •• decacW 
ponlon of that part of tk bunclred of elLUl_axa 
which It III the ~ (Wett) divimoa. beiag 1ocUI, 
in t.he buodml of Pimpernr, Blandford (Nonb) di. 
vi.ion of the county of no .. n, 8 DII~ (W. N. w.) 
from Dlandford.Forom. ooal.ainiag 1" ialulbitaDt •. 
'The JIving i •• discb ...... ftdory, united, In 1170, to 
t he. rectory of F i£ebead·Nt!ViUe, In the arc:b~.,. 01 
Dorset, and dioceee of Briacol, ra\ed in the kiDg'. boob 
at 1,1. 15. 

BELLEAU, . pui.h in the M...,.h dh'iaion of the 
hundred of C.u.CEWOATII, parts or LINDlEY. county of 
LINCOLN,/) milHi (N.W. by w .) from Alford, containing 
88 Inhabitants. The liYIllg i. a d iachatged rectory, to 
wbicb the vlco.~ of Aby ... united ill 1732, in the 
IU'Chdc8conry Ul1d dioccllC of [.Incoln, l'awl in the king'. 
books at I, IS. 8. g., and in the patronage of Lord 
Gwydir. The cburch. it dedicated to St. J ohn tbe 8ap­
ti. t. The flame (Belle taa) i. deriv~ from a fine ItreaJO 
of water, which j .QUtl (mm a chalk hill wi th cow.ider. 
able force.. 

B"ELLERBY, 8 cbape1ry in lbe parish of SI'£I(NI_ 
TOOIUI, western divliion of the wapent&ke of u..:. o, 
North riding of tbe counl)' of You, Ii mUe (N.) from 
Leyburn, cunwning ",,01 inhabitanll, The living is • 
~rt>etual curaey. in the arc:bdcaronry of Rkhmond, IWd 
dioctR of Cb~r, endow~ with £400 private bene. 
faction, and i.800 royal bounty, Illld ill lllc patronage 
ofW. CbUyte .... Esq. 

DELLES'rER, a toWlllhlp ill tbe PAri.h of lliLT. 
WUISTLE. wcat.erlt dil'iaion of TII'UJALJ; ward. county of 
NOII..TUnIlliIlUusD, 16 miles (w. bra.) from Hexham, 
containing 11 8 inhabitant.. On the bank or the South 
Tyne are the ruins of an ancient cut l!!, once bcJonging 
to the Blenkillsop family . • 

BELLINGHAM, • 1>&riah in the uorth·westtoro cU· 
vl. ion of TINDAL. word, coullty of NOIlTDUIlliD.EIl.L.UtD, 
compn-ing the. market town of Be.Uinghal.P, and the 
toww,hipt of Eut Charlton, Weat CharltoD. ~I. 
ing, the Nook, and Tarretbum, and contaioing 1896 
Inh.bitantl, of which number. 404 are in the ton ot' 
Bellillgham. SO milCi (W. N. w.) fro m NewtalUe upon 
1'yue, and 20~ (N. N. w.) from Lolldon. This place, 
from the l'eUWM of lIWerai camp. apJllU'Cntly of Roman 
origin, i. IUPpMeCi to have 00eI1 occupied by that peo. 
ple; butlitt.le ollti early hinory hi 1'e(.'OI'ded, tboup the 
DCighbou.rbood abounds with circular iotrtDchmeotl, 
and the remairuI of BritiJJh fortiflcat.iou. The Iorela de 
BelIiDglwD are .ud. lO hal'e bad • caltie, or buvniaI 
aeat, bare, ereeted 011 UI ~iDt't1ce It.ilI eaUed. u..u .Field.. 
In Lbe ...... vi Ric!hard n . .. Henry IV., the maar 
aud cutIe wen! in the pouaaioa of Riebud de JIeIliDc­
bun, the ... te alknrarda became the property fII die 
.Earl 0' Derwentwa&er. upon wt.a.e .... , ..... k .... 
giVeR to the Governon of Grtawicll IIoIpItIIL 'be 
town. iI p&.IaDtlJ .tt1UIted OlIo the 1tOI't.baa .... 01 tbe 
Nonb ,.,., ...... u:u that. river ad ...... ..... 1IareIbur.--. 0Yd' ~ ... tIM __ .11 •• t) 

of llM! towD,. • aood -- ::st:' ..... fa .... 

~~~_~i'::W,. =.t ::"l 
lIueIIIInr.lI.a ... Fe' ........ .....,. ... la.J:...... .... ......... Idt 
_ ... ,' \11 t, .... .-.. ..... 
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A book cluh W'U established in tlle town in 

Tbe market i, on SlLtunJay: a fair ill held on 
:r --~_ Saturday after September 15th, unll there are 

fairs on the SAturday. before 'Moy 1 ~tb o.ud 
I N.;;;;;,~ lith. ThllllJarish wall ro~y pnrt of tbe 
esttashe pariah of Sinumbunl, which wsa divided into 
lIill djlltfpct periebea by act of parliaml'nt obtained iu 
J811. Tbe liYing i, 8 rectory DOt in dnl.rge, in the 
arc.hdeacnnry of Nortbum~rland. Ilnd diocese of DuT­
bani, and in the plltronage of the GovC'nlOrs of G~­
... ;cllll08pital. The chu~h, dedicated to St. Cuthbert, 
ill a IImall .nci~t fftrncture, with. find)' groin&! roof 
of atone; the chancel (:ontaillA many mural tablets and 
mllnumenU : the t:hurchyard. occullying an elevated si_ 
tuation, (orms a beaut.iCul terruce overlooking the rivet'. 
There is n place of wurship for Secedcl'8 from the Soot­
ti8b church, hesidu a R(lman Catholic chapeL A 
school \Val endowed here with .i.CZOO, by 'Mr •. Reed of 
Trougbead, with whicb aum, and a k'gfley of :£40 left 
by Mr. John Charlton, ill 1 i S2, tbe tbird plU1. of .II. fann 
WDJI purebalJed, which wtlUld have now produc:ed :£50 
per annum, but tbe Reeds of ChilK:hue baving pur­
chased ihe whole eatale, IOld it without allY resen'e, and 
the truateetl having 1000t t.hdr dl'A!da, the ICbool bu been 
deprived of tJle endowment.. 

BELPER, a market town and chapelry in tbe. pa­
rish of DurnllLD, huudred o( Arpl.lr:Tu:,X, county of 
DuoY, 8 miles (N.) from Derby, and 134 (N.N.W.) 
fronl London, containing 7235 inhabitantll, 'fbil place, 
at which Wa! formerly a park and . bUllting leal belong­
ing to John of Gaunt, Duke of LanClUlter, WBI an in­
conaid4.!mble "illn~, inhabiu.-d principally }.Iy nailen, till 
tbe yeu 1117 , when the cotton manufacture was intro­
dnc:ed by Meuno Strutt, lIinoo wbich time it hn risen 
into a con8iderable town, It il pleasautly aituated on 
the rh'er Derwent, over which a handllOme 8tolle bridge 
of three arcbet bal been recently erected, the fonner 
bridge, Mid tc> bave been built ' by J ohn of GauDt , 
baving been destroyed, In 1795, by II- gl'('at flood. The 
town, eOllwing o( leVeral lItreetl, ie po.rtially paved, 
lighted with gu, and amply I5Upplied witb water. 
'fbt!f'e art: fi"e mille for Ule 8Jlilllling of cotton, all be­
longing to Meeara. Stnltt, wbo make their own machi­
nery on the .pot; two of theile, hnd al80 a bleaching 
mill, are about a mile and a 1uUf lower down the river, 
(I\'er which the proprietol"l5 have built Il neat Itone 
bridge of two ILrCbes, for their own acc.:ommodntioll. 
Here iI 000 of the largc8t. et!Itablisbrnenta in tbtl lUng­
dom for ailk and cotton. boRe, in wbieb upwards of four 
tboDsuul l>fl:t'tIOllI lU'e employed, principally residing in 
the lurrouniling villaget : tbe nails made here. ellpecially 
thoae for the sboeing of honea, are much in demand, 
r.va. the IUpmOrity of the rod Iron made at Aldervo'BI­
.,. four mila diRaDt, uiling from the peculiar quality 
of 1k ooU in tbat neighbourbood. TIle Cr<lmford 
.... ,....within two milea of tbe town, aud the IUgh 
Peak: railway wi&IliD aix. The market ill on Saturday: 

fUn ~ Mar 12th and Oct.obu S hit, for homed 
...... &ad........ 1be OOUDty magiltnltC8 hold 
.... for the diltrid. every SalUfday: cowtI 
__ .... Wet ,wlce in the year, und. thp 
at of wbkh I.'OUCab1ea and other ofIicna 

'I'be Jhotaa' II • perpetual curacy, in the 
01 Darby. aad cHooe.e of Lichfttld and 

1 .... lOOpri •• te beodaction,.800 

royal bounty, and £'l300 parliamentary grant, and in 
the patronage' of the Vicar of Duffield. The chapel, de­
dl(;ated to St. Jobn the Baptiet, Wall erected in ltN4~ .t 
an 911t'1lSC of UPWD.tili of f, I ~,OOO, which Wall partly 
dclrayed by a plltllD.loentory grant . it ie a band­
eome . tructure ill tbe (Iecnrat.ed style of English archi­
tecture, with a lofty tower, and containl one 1hoUMnd 
eight bundrtd and four littings, of which one tla\)llIland 
two hundred and four an! free . Thc old chopel, built. 
by J ohn of (taunt, the burial-ground of which ie etill 
used, i 8 now ~ppropriated to the use of 8 Sunday 15(:11001. 
There are 1) la~ of 'Wof'lhip fol' Haptistl, lndepen_ 
dente, Wwey&n Methooiau, and Unitarhm.IL. A Lan­
CBlIteriau IICbool i8"iupported by the Pf'Ollrictort of the 
cotton-works, for the benefit of the children belong­
in!!: to tbe factory. Henry Smith, EIC!. endowed twO' 
alllUlbOtlses fO'r poor '(K'l1IOnfI, and bequeathed an estate 
producing £30 PCJl annUID, directing the rental to be 
dh-idcd equally between the minister and tbe voor of 
Delper ; two other a1nuboWIH were endowed by James 
Sime, with £ l~ per a.nnum, In a field in the neigb­
bourhood muy etill be traced tbe mastive foundatiou 
of the maneion in which John of Gaunt reeided. 

BELSAY. a towushijl in that pan of the pari8b or 
DOLAM which is in the north-eutcro division of TIS · 
DALI: ward, county of NORTIl U MUKat.AND, Hi mil .. 
(N, W,) (rom Newcaatle upon Tyne, oontaining 3:ii in· 
babitillitl. 1bcre are COILI5iderahle remailllJ of an an­
cient CIlfItle, occupying an ekvntL-d lite, above wbieh ie 
a atoue cro88. Belany Ila11 is a splendid edifice of Gre­
cian architecture, but the entire design has not been 
oompleted. 

EELSHFORD, 8 Imris.h In dlo northern d.h'il!ion of 
the """p<lutake of GAR-TaEE, t)8.rts of Lll'msp.y, connty 
o( LISCOLN, 4!- milea (N. E. by N.) Crom H omcastle, 
containing 400 inhabitantl. The living is a rectory, ill 
the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated In the 
king'e book. at £ 18. 6. 8., and in the. patronage of 
the Crown. The chnrch is dediea«:d to St. Peter 
alld St. Paul. The parieh abounds witb excellent lime­
stonC. 

BELSTEAD, a parish ill tlle hundred of SU'FORD, 
county of S UI'J'OI.l[, sf milCl (8. w. by w .) from 
Ipswich, containing 255 inhabitants. The living is 
a discharged rectory, In the archdeaconry of ult'fllk, 
and dj~ of Norwich, rated in the king's books at 
:£ i , 6. oi" aud in the patronage of Ambroae Steward, 
Etq. The cburch ia dedicoted to St. Mary. 

DELSTONE, a pari"h in thc hundred oC DL,\cK 
TORRINGTON, oowlty of DEVON, S milet (J;~.S.E.) Crom 
OD.khampton, containing 157 inbabitanta, The Ih' ing 
i8 a discharged :rectory, in the arebdeaconry of Totne8t, 
and dioceae of Exete.r, rated In the king'a boob at 
£9. o. J., endowed with £iOO private benefactioll, and 
:£300 parliammtary grant, and in the patrowtge of the 
Rev, John Hole, The cburcb, uedicated to St. Mary, 
contain' the remains of a. cucking etool. The ri"en 
Ocltmcllt and Taw, h&ving their IIOUrtdl in Dartmoor, 
ftow tbrough the paril;h, in which lCVenl copper miDCfI 
were fannerly worked. , 

BELTON, a pariAh io the Wt:fltun divimOll, of t.he 
bundred of GOi5COTI:, county of LErCItn'Ek, fo milea 
(s.w. byS.) Crom Kt:gworth, containing, with tbeutn­
parot:bi&lliberty of Gnu.'e-Dicu,", inhabltaDta. The 
liviug i. a dllCbarged vicarage, io the arc:h4e.coo.ry of 

T . 

• 
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LeiOH:ttt, and dioceae of Lincoln, nted in the king', 
book. at :t8. 18. -l" and in tbe l)I,tronacc" of tbe Mar­
quis of lJa.uings. The cblU'(.h i. dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist.. 'J1lere i •• place of worahip for WOlilcyan 
Methodilta. A considerable ft.lr for bw.ea it held here 
unuluilly, 00 the Mooday next aft.er Trinity week. Atoll­
vent for nllOll of the ord~r of St. Augutine wu founded 
at Grace-Dieu. in the reign of Henry Ul.. tbe revenue 
of which, at the dissolution, ..... *' 101 . B. 9-1-. Sir John 
Beaumont, author of. poem entiUed "BofIworth Field," 
brother of Fraucia BeaWDont, the odcbrated dramatilt, 
was oorn at Graee.-Dieu, iu 15fn. 

HELTON, • pariah iu the lUke of GIlAHTHAlI. 

I)l.rtl of K'E~·n:". eounty of LINCOLN, 2i milt'S 
(S. N. E.) from GranthulD, roulalniug 118 iubllbitAlltA. 
The living ia • rectory, in the 1U'c:bdcuonry aud diOtflC 
fir Lincoln, rated in the king', books at £1'l. S, 6,., 
and in the patronage of Earl Brownlow. The church 
i. dedicated to St. Peter and St, Paul. Here il an tUUlJI· 
boute for air. poor IN!rIOU8. Belton gives the title of 
baron 10 Earl Brownlow. 

BELTON, a pari.b in the ~elt.uu di.il.ion of the 
wap:mtake of }U.HLCY, )>arU of LIND8£Y, county of 
LOICOLN', 11 mile (N.) from Ep~"Or'b, couwQlng 1"3; 
inhabitaott:. The tiring I • • perJ)e:tual curacy, In the 
archdeaconry of Stow, and d1lJCelle of Linenln, and in 
!be Imtronage or the Mayor and Corporation or Llncolll. 
The cbttreb i. dedic.nted to AU Saint.l. There i. a place 
of wouhil) for Wesleyan Mct.bodi.tII. 

BELTON, a parish In the ijOke of OAI,,"", OOWlty 
of R UTLAN D,. milet (W.N. w.) from Uppingbam, Mil_ 
taining. with GuuthOI'))fl Lodge, 4.0J inhabitant&. The 
Ih'ing ia • vicarage, annutd to the rectory or Wardley. 
In the archdeaconry or Northampton, and diocetlC of 
J'rterbnrnugb. The cburt:b is dedicated to S1. Peter. 
A k'hool for the inttruction of twelve poor children is 
endO"'ed wilh about *- I 0 per annum.. 

HELTON, a pariah in the btlDdred of M.trTl'OaD 
and LOTDIN'Ct...t.N'D, COWllyor SUl'roLX,4! mileis (S.W." 
from Grut Yarmouth, colltWuiug SQb inhobit.o.nLl. Tbe 
livillg I. 1& diacharged rectory, in the IU'Chdcacoury of 
SulJ'olk, and diocese of Norwich, rated in the Ic.iog·a 
book, at £11. 16., and in the patrons.ge of the Bi-ilbor 
of Nurwich. The church ia dedicat«l to All Saints. 
The wl\' ipble rifuWaveney fOmLI the .. estero bound­
ary of tbl! par;.b. 

BELVOIR. lUI extra.parochlal liberty, partly in the 
we of G .... NT"AM. partl or KnTSV8N', couoty of 
LINCOLN, but chidy in the hundred. or FIll...Ult..u,o, 
eouaty or LlClcursa, 1 miJe. (w. by 8.) from Gran. 
tham, coataiblag 88 inbabitanta. Belvoir cutle, the 
mapit\ceat .. t or the Duke or Rutland, at&ndll on 
tie .ite of lUI mcient rOrt.rc'N, aid to have. bttn built 
MIll aI'ter the Couqut.t, Mat wbleh a BenedictiDC 
priory 'WU founded, in thl! !'den of William I., the 
1"I'l\f!Jme or which. at the diDOluttoa., ..... 135. 

BEJrlERTON, I parish in the. hunclmi uf BRAJfCH 
Iud DoL., conaty of WILTt, Ij mib (w. by N.) (rom 
,!,aIi,bury. The popnIation it: retuDed wkh Fugg&e.. 
~ The liring i, • rec:kWy. aniWd to cUt of he. 
1ettoae, in the. ardicIcatoary ad ~ 01 Salisbury. 

The eharcll .. dedieated to St.~. nil ~ " 
murkable for the oeIt'britJ 01 thnIe 01 iIII ftoCt.ort,­
Georp! Berbm, CUD ... I,. eaDed •• DiviDe," who 
died ill lISS6, Job NorriI, .~,... writer, who 

died La 1111 i IUId Archde.con Coxc, lhe traveller and 
blltorian, who died In 18iS : &he t1nt greatly ~ 
tbe chlU'ch. and rebuilt the J*IOBaflC-bouc. at w. owb 
cxpen.IC. 

BEMPTON, a pariah In the "Ipeotake of D,cu •• 
lNG, Eut riding of t.be COtlDty of Yuu. 3* m.i1eI 
(N. N. s.) from Bridlingtou, containiug 231 inhabitanu. 
The living ill a perpetual curacy, in t.hc ucb.deacollTY 
or the Eut. riding. and ~ of York, endowed with 
i,800 royal bounty, and in t.hc patronage of Jobo Broad. 
ley, PAq. The church ia dedicated to St. MicbaeL There 
11 a place of wortlbip for WeaJeyan Mcthodilta. 

BEN ACRE, CUtlDty of Surrou.-&e BlNACRE. 
BENAGER, oounty of SoMKIl8CT.-5ee BlNE­

OAR. 
BENEFIELD. a parilh In the bundred of Pon. 

B&ool:, CQtlDty of NOIlTUUII'TON'. :ti milel (w.) from 
Oundle, containing <H4 inhnbitlmu. The living ia a 
I'CClory, In tM arcbdeaconry or Northamllton, and dio­
cc.e of Peterborough, rated in the king's hooks at 
£35. g. 1., auft in the patronage of J . Watta RUheU, 
EIKJ· The church, dedicated CO St. Mary, b.u been 
lately repaired at the Upf:1UIe of Mr. Ruuell : near it 
are the ¥.ito and moat of Ill) nld cuUe. The parochial 
ICbool ill endowed with £ 10 per IllW.um. About a flU'-
101lg to f.hft Y1'.8t. of the village a".. nine of thMe: eavitiet 
ill the earth, commonly calkd .. Swll11ow .... into which 
the waUft of the Iaild. ftooda flow IlDd dieappear. 

BENENDEN, a pariah ill the bundred of Rol,. 
V'EN'D£/'f, lathe. of SCIU.Y, county of KCI'iT, 31 mile. 
(So H.) from Cranbrooke. ooutalnlna: 1746 inhabit&nt.. 
The li'iug ia 11 diacharged vicar., ID tbe archdeaconry 
and di()QtIK of CUlterblU'1, flik-d in the king'l booka at 
£11. Ii. G., eodowed with £~OO private benefaction. 
and £1800 parliamentary grant. IIlld In the patronage 
of T. L. lIodge8, Esq. The church. dedicated to St. 
George, waa rebuilt io U'1"l, the former edifice baving 
be.!n damaged by ligbt.ui.ng. Fain for hor8CII and 
homed catcJe &l'e held on May 15th aud Aogun 4lh. 
Edwanl Gibboo, in HkYil, founded a .choul, which b.u 
been aubleque.ntly enduwed with property produciug 
£11. per AUUUID. There is another IChool with a fi:mlllJ 
endowment, tbe bequet1. of Tbow .. Ducklaud, in J 186 i 
and there are enduwwcnr.. for I.be iwrtn.action ol girl.. 

BENFl£LD..bWE, a to~U!.hip in that part of lhe 
parish of L.t.N'Ca£8T1C1L. which is in UlC weuem divi.lou 
of CBU'TIUlWard, COWIty palatine of DuaB.ut.lf mimi 
(N. w. by N.) from Durham. cootaiWog Ml inhabit. ..... 

BENFLEET (NORTH), a pariab In the hODdred 
01 :s...a.nUlo&o county of EMu, 3. aW.!s (w.) from 
Ra,Ieich. c:oataining 3(),3 iWlabitanr... 'fbe li.·ing ... 
r«tory. in \he archdcaooDl'y of ENcs, ucl cliuceIIe of 
Lowluo, rMed. in the king'. boob It ioUS, aDd .. \be 
pUroDap 01 the Rev. C. R. Rowlatt. 1lae cb-.:b 
dcdicased co A.ll SaWu, bu a ImIIP woodea I~ 
Caavey Wud pudy be.l1>Dp to \hil ,..,.. 

8ENnJU:f (SOUTH), a pariah ia 1be ..... of 
B .. uruu. couaty 01 &.u, • __ (L w. bJ L) 
from a.,..., MOhIWa161f. WWN&llDCIL Tbe b ... 
I.s a diecbujed T~ aD the UTh.... ''7 01 B-. 
aDd ~ _ Lc-dus. nicd in ........... boob .­
£14. 6. 6., .... iD Cbe ~ of .. n.. .... 
ct.pkr ., W... b Cu. The e ...... U .... , 
............. &IoIc Alfnd.ia 1110,.. __ u4 
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tleAtmyed a eut1e here, built by the celebrated Danish 
pinte Heating. The creek called lladleigh Rey. or ' 
Bay. from ItII patAing by Hadleigh, ruos up between 
thl. place and ClUlvey ialaud, and 18 navigable for 
,man cn.ft l lind the other cree,,,, entering (Tom the 
Tbaroe- round Beo1lect. an:! noted for producing good 
oy.ten. 

BENGEO •• parisb in the bunclrcd and county of 
Hr.:aTroaD, 1 mile (N. N. E.) from Hertford, containing 
131 iDhabitanlJl. The living i, a vicarage. io tbe arch; 
dcaconry of Huntingdon, and diocelle of Lincoln, TIlted 
in the king', books at £1. 8. 6!., and in tbe patronage 
of T. H, Byde, Esq. Tho chW'Cb i, dedicated to St,. 
Leonard. . 

BENGWORTU (ST. PETER) , It porisb within the 
jurisdiction of tbe borough of Kn:8IL1.)I, locally in 
the lower division of tho hundred of Blackeuhunt, 
county of WOlleY-aTKR, i Il mile (8.8. E.) from Eve.e­
hrun, containing 858 inhabitants. I t I, situated on the 
southern aide of the navigable river Avou, oppollite the 
to,!"" of Eveeham, witb whicb it WILl incorporated in 
the rei~ of lames I. The living}s a pCI1»etual curacy, 
in the peculiar jurisdiction of the Billhop of WorCCflter, 
rated in the king" boob at £1. 10, 10., endowed with 
£200 private benefaction, and £400 royal bonoty, and 
in the patronage of ·dle Rev. W. Alie/. The church, 
whicb bu a haodlorne tower ana Ipire. iJI dedicated to 
St. l'ctu: It stands on the lite of a castle which be­
l on~ to the abbey of Eve8ham, and which WQII de-
8troyed by William D'AndevlUc, one of the abbots, who 
reoovered it from William de Bcaucbaml), hereditary 
sheriff of the county, by whom it had been hcld, in COD­

travention of the abbot's rights. JohlfDeacle. a1dcnnan 
of London, who waa bom here, left £ 2000 for the Cll­

dowment of a free school for thirty OOY8, who arc 
dot.hed, educated, and apprenticed. See EVlt8u ... .w. 

BENRALL, a parilh ill the hundred of PLO¥XS­
o .... TJ'::. county of SUlI'rou, 2 miltt: (w. by s,) from Sax­
wundham, containing 110 inhubitants, The living j" a 
di8charged vlc:ange, in the archdeaconry of SuB'olk, 
IIlId diocese of Norwich, rated in the king'a hooka at. 
£1. I. 8., and in the patronage of Edward Hollond, 
Esq. The church i8 dedicat.t.od to St. Mary. oSir Ed­
ward Duke, in J7!H, bequeathed I>roperty producing 
about £is per annum. for the endowment of a free 
8<:bool. 

BENHAM, a tyt.bing In that part of the pari8h of 
SPUN which ia in the hundred of K1NYlltJlLV-E ... OL£, 
county of Beau, Smiles (w.), from Spec.l1hamlaud. 
c.ontaining S80 inbabitantl. • 

BENNINGBROUtiH, a wwn8hip in thl! parish of 
NtWTOK upon OUE . ..... pentake of BI,lL"J!II, North 
riding of the county of You, 1" milCi (N. W.) fronl 
YOI'ir. eoatainiDg 09 inhabitants. 

BBNNINGHOLllE, a joint township with GI'&Ilgf!, 
la tbu. part. of tbf pariah of S .... uu: which i8 in WI! 
rnWldIe dJri80a of the _penWc of HOLD&IIIUaa, East 

~
t.be eoanty of You, 91 mild! (E. by 8.) from 

, ~ with GNngc, f11 inbabitantl. 
B , • pariah iIltbe hundred of BaoAD­

WAU .. cone, 01 Ht:&TJfOILIJ, &j milel (1;).8. B.) from 
~ cootebtl,. 468 iDbahituta. The liviog ia a 
~.1.l .. ..-wen 'W, of Huntingdon. and dioceee 
:!.... ......... 1Ued ill tbe king'a booka at £IP. and in 
- .......... 01 Georp Protter,Uq. Tbl! church La 

dedicated to St. Peter. Thcre il a place of worsWp for 
WcsleYIlll Metbodi8t8. On an intrenched emineoce Oil 

the western 'ide of the church anciently ltood a caatlc. 
Tbe kings of Mercia ate stated to have had a IJalace 
here: eeveral aucient coins have been fuund in the. 
pIll'uh. • 

DENNINGTON, a pari8h (formerly a market town) 
In the Wlipeutnke of SItH~.BECIt, l)Uti of HOLL4NO, 

county of LINCOLN, & mllel (E. N. &.) from Boston, 
contninwg ""M inhabitants. The living is • rectory. 10 
the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated in the 
king's books at £!J!'l 8. 11,., aoo in the patrorwge of 
Vi8count Goderich. 'I'be chnrcb ia dedicated to AU 
Saintfl:. A free ACbool is endowed with abQut £60 per 
annum. 

BENNlNGTON (LONG), a pariah In the wapen. 
take of LoV&D&N, partll of KE8T&V&N, county of LIN­
COLN,1 miles (N. w.) from Grantham, containing SSt 
inh.bitanu. The living il a dilcharged vicarage, with 
the pcrpetu.aJ curacy or Foeton annexed, in the arch· 
deaconry aud diOCCle of Lincoln, rated in the king'. 
boolls at £CZO. 1. 10., a.nd in the plLtrouage of the 
King, as Duke of La.ncaster. The cbUl'Ch is dedicated 
to All Saints. Tben! is • place of wOrlbip for Wes· 
leyan Methodilltll. Tbe river Witham forms the north­
eastem bow\dary of the pariah, in wbich there i •• 
mineral Ipring atrongly impregnated with iron. An 
Alien )riory of Cia~ilUl UlOUO Will fOUllded here 
about 1115, the revellue of wweb, ill tbe reigu of 
Richard U., was 1£50 per wnum. 

DENNfWORTH, a pariab in tbe eaatcrn divieion of 
the wapcntake of WRAGGO£, pal1.I of Ln;ou:y, county 
of LU'OOLN. 6, milca (E.N.H.) from Wragby, contain­
ing 346 inhabitnntl. The living is a I'f'Ctory, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Liuculn, rated in the king'l 
books at :£28. 8. 6i ., and in thc patronuge of IL Aius· 
lie, Esq. Tbc church is dt.odieated to St. Julian . 

BENRLDGE, a joint towuahip with Kirkley and 
Cart.ermoor (but fomlerly distinct), in the parish of 
POHUU,ND, wea(.em division of CAnL!: ward. county 
of NOItTUVMBJ:ItU,1'I'D. g~ mil1!:8 (N, W. by N.) from 
Noweutle upon lyne. The population is returned with 
Kirkley. 

BEN RIDGE, a township in that part of the parish 
of M'Tr'OllD which i& io the western division of Mo ... • 
I'lCTIi ward, county of NORTUUM IU : IlU,NO, i miletl 
(w. N. w.) from l'tIorpetb, containing 51 iuhabit· 
~ ... 

DENSINGTON, or BENSON, a. parish partly iu 
the hWldred of Oollcn.£8TItIl, but cbiefly in that of 
EWJ:LME, coW1tyof OxroRD, 111Ui1es (N. w. byN.) from 
Henley upon Thames, conwlI.ing, with the hamletl of 
Crowmar3lJ.·Battle and Fifield, ~l inhahitants. The 
living il a l)Ct'J>Ctuai curacy. within the jurisdiction of 
the peculiar court of Dorche.ter, tJ¥lowed with £200 
private benefaction. fWd £.200 royal bowty, a.nd in tbe 
patrouage of tbe Dean and Canons of Christ Church, 
Oxford. The church i8 dedicated to St. Helen. Th~ 
ancient. place il reporr.ed to have been taken from tb~ 
Driwus, about u1i, by Ceawlin, third king of th~ Welt 
Saxona, wboac l ucceuort retalned it for Ilbou.t two hun­
dred yelU'l, uutil it w .. IUlT'CD.dercd to OiI'ILI Kiug of 
Mercia. 1'be Roman. way leading from Alcheater to 
WallingfOl'd croued the Tham9 here. A royal palace 
anciently &toad in the vicinity. 
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DENTElELD, a hamlet in that part of the parish 
of ST.t.!'I1JTII:O-)10lJlolTl'ITCHr.r 'Which la in the hundred 
of CUV&ltI'N"C, county of Eseu, 1-1 mne (N.W. by N.) 
from Stanited-Mountfitchet, containing hiS Inhabit­
anUl. 

BENTRAL, II. towtll!.hip in the pnrillh of A8nEn­
BURY, hundred of }~olln. count}· of SALOP, 1'be po­
pulation ill retunled with ·Sbrawardillf'. 

BENTHALL, a parillh within the llbertif's of the 
borough of WIt!'lLOCX, county of SALOP, it miles 
(N. R. by N.) from Much Wenlock, containing 654: inbu­
bltanUl. The Ihoing ifJ a pupetunl enrncy, in the anh­
deacoury of Salop, and diooole of Hereford. endowed 
with £800 royal bounty, and & 11200 parliamentary 
want, nnd in the patronage of the Vicar of Much 
Wenlock. The cliUrch is dedicated to St, Bllrtholumew. 
'nle population IU'C principally employt.,,<l ill the potteriea 
e£ltablillhed here. The navigable ri,'cr Severn flow. pillt 
thisIJla~. 

B.ENTHA.'\f, a parieh in the weatenl division of the 
wapcntake of ST,uNc Ll .... a and EWCR08S. West riding 
of the oounty of YonK. comprislng the chapelry of In­
gleton. and the townshi" a of Bentham and Langcliffe, 
and containing 8824 inhubitants. of which nmn.ber. 2102 
Are in the township of Bentham. 112 mile! (W.N,W.) 
from Settle. The living ill a n-etory". in the archlka­
conry of Richmond, and dioeelle of CbestCT, rated in 
the king'a bookl!l at £35. 1, 8t,. and in the !lntrollage 
of T. L. Parker, EfH}, The cburch. dedicated to St. 
Johu tbe Baptilit. ba, late1y received an addition of two 
hund.-ed lind ~ighteell flitting.!, one hundr~d and twenty_ 
tevcn of which are free, the Incorporated Socicty for 
the enlargement of cburchcs and chapels having granted 
£ 100 toward dcfraying the expense, Rere are miU .. 
fof' the tpinning of flu and the manufacture of linen j 

thtft are alllO lOme potteri(.'tI in the pnrish , William 
Collingwood. ill 17'i!6. ~u~lI.lhed IJrol'erty for the en­
dowment of II. free tehool for boya in VPI>cr Bentham. 
and Iln b081Jitw for wi): men nnd six womell, which was 
" ested in lrWiteell under II. decree of the Court of Chan­
ct'ry". in 17SS, and nOw prcduCI'I f.!.40 I~r annum i 
lOme trifling donutiOIlS ha' e @inee been made to the 
8<':hool. 

BENTLEY. a paril!h and liberty in the hundred of 
BAaINOfJT{JKK. BR6illKllfoke di\'iJliou of the county of 
SOUTHAIIIJ'1'OS.4 milCfl (W,S.W.) from Farnham. con­
taining 690 Inhabitant s, Tbe Ih' ing is n perpetual 
curacy. in the archdeaconry nnd dioceif! of Winchester. 
tlldo.-I!d '\\'i tb £600 pri\'ate Ilt'odaction, £400 royal 
bounty, alld £800 parliamentary gnnt, J . Andrew8 
and otbmf were patrons in 1820. The cburcb ia dedi­
cated to St. Mary, Dentley i8 witbin the juri.diction 
of tbe Cbty1lf:y Court held at Winchester ever)' ThUJ1;· 
day, for the recovery of debts to any amoUnt. 

BENTLEY. a liberty In the pariab of ALb.IOGE. 
aouthun diviaion of the hundred of OFJ'LO ..... count)' of 
ST.t. .... o.o. Jf mile (W, by N.) from WalsaU, COIltainhlg 
" inbabitanu. 

BENTLEY, II. paritb in the hundn:d of 8.t.1I,.0.D, 
toutyof StJrt'OLK, 6!- milet (fI.W.) from lP"itb. 
eotltalning 386 inhabitants. 'I1Ie living ill II. dilC.'barged 
"\e&nIge. in tile IIJ'Cbdftconry of Sdolk, aDd diOCHf' of 
Non !ch, ... ted hi tbe Ir.iDI'. boob at .. e. i. 11,. and 
in the patroDlltp: of WI~' fAq, Tbe dnU'~h i. 
dediC'l.ted to St.. Mary. 

BENTLEY. II. ebapelry in the: pu1lb of SlfvllTOCIt. 
Atbentoue divitioo at 'be bundred of HCIIILUl(lf"(HtD. 
county of WAR .... ICK. S miltt (S.w.) from Atbtntone, 
containing ~46 inbll.bltantll. 

BENTLEY, a township in the pariah or ARII:eu. 
northern divillion of tlle "apcntake of s-raAf'I'OIlTH 
IUld 1iCKnILL, West riding of the county of YORK, 
2 miles (N.W. by l"t..) from ])onc.st.er. The popruatinn 
ia r:ctumed witb the J*"il h. There II D. ptal'e (If wor­
ship for Wesleyan MethnditUl, 

BENTLEY (FENNY), a parish in tbe hlmdrcd of 
WIRKSWOIlTU, count.y of Dt:Rn~. !oZ! miletl (N. by w .) 
fronl AahOOuru, contniniug 2.12 inhabitant.. The li\' ing 
is a discllarged rectory. in the arehdeuconry of Derby, 
and diocese of Lincoln, rated in the king's boOb at 
£6.12. 10., and in the pat.ronagt of the Dean of Lin­
cnln. The church, dedieuted to St, Mary Magdalene. is 
a limallitructure with a low tower. 

BENTLEY (GREA'l'), n IJarish in the hundred of 
TENDRING, county of ElW:x, 8 milet (E.8.E.) from 
Colchl'8ter. containing 194 illbahitnnta. The living la 
a ditchu.rged viClU1lge, in t.he arcbdeaconry of Colcbes­
ter. and dioccle of London. toted ill the king's book. 
ttt f.7 . endowcd with .:£400 prh'8.te bendactlc.m, and 
&400 royal bounty, and in tbe patronage of tbc BiBhop 
of London, Tbe chu~cb is dedienled to St. MlU'y. 
TIlere i. a plaoc: of worship for Wesleyan Methodl,a. 
The parochinl .chool fa endowed with about £ 1[, l>er 
annum. 

BENTLEY (HUNGRY), a Jj~rty in Ole Ilarish of 
I>I)1'IQ.-oRD. hnnd~ of API'LP."J'RI:r., l'()lIllty of DEk1lY. 

1;J.1Ililca (8.) from As.bbounl, coutaining 88 inhabitants, 
H ere WI\l!I formerly a ehapel, long wince. d('ffiOlished. 

DENTLEY (LITTLE). 0 pnrish in the hundred of 
T&NDIlING, county of Eau:x, 6! mUea (8, by E.) from 
l\.1 e.nningtref!, contnlning 4.CY.t inbabitant.l. The thing ia 
a reetory, in tbe archdeaconry of Colchetlttr. and diu­
(!die of London. rated in the king'. book. at £J S, IUld 
in thc ptllronage of Robert Foot, EIIq, 1'be church i. 
dedicated to St. Mary . There ia " place of worship for 
Wetleyaa Methodi8tJl. 

.BENTON (LONG). a parish in the. e08tem diviAion 
of CAIITJ,J; ward. county ofNoRTBvMBzaLA:<Oo. Sl mile! 
(N E. by N.) from Newcanle upon Tyn~, compriling 
the toW1llbipe of Long Benton, Killingworth, Walker, 
and Wectsted, and containing 6541 inhabitants. The 
Ii"ing is n. dlschl&J'pl Vicarage, in the arc.hdearonry of 
NorthumbeTlllnd, and dioceae of Durham. rated in the 
king'a books Rt £3. 1. 8., and in the patronage of the 
Muter and }'cliowi. of &lliol College, Oxford, The 
church, dedicated lo St. Bartholomew. i. a Deat un~ 
adorned edi6c.e, with II. tower Ilnd lIPire;; it ... ntbuilt, 
except tbe cbanccl, In 1791. This parilb ta boantkd 
on the IIOUth by the river Tyne, un the baDb (If which 
are nuioul uterWve manufl1ctoriee and a*.wbarft: 
it ctJnwna a very gmt quantity of ooU, ad there are 
lome ftODe qunie:t:. A. parocbial achool-I'OOID, mel a 
hOlLge for the muter, were built "Ilrne fl!U'II qu, d lUI 
expena of £106, wbich ..... putJy niaed by nbterip­
tic.>n, The Romu. .. of Se"lmla pUlled tbroup tM 
pari b,priorto iWiillllletUatetmtlinatiouatLe,rt '., 
on the adlolnlna .,..w. at Wllbeod. . 

BDoWOllT1I, ............ ""'~~ "i~ 0. ... ... ,---"' .... .....,. TOO,:of ..... (W,) _ AIIao, ""' ...... 
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aDtt. The Uriag .. a rectQry, in t.be arc.bdeatoary and 
ruoo-e of Wlacbener, rattd iD the king', boob ., 
1,1 •• 10. 6., &ad I. the patrooage of R. ¥attbewa. 
EIq. The cbvcb ;. dedicated to St. Mary. 

BENWELL. & toWUllbip in tbat part of the pari8h 
of ST. 1o •• which 1110 the we.tera dh'I,lon of CA8T~ 
ward. COQIlt)'of NOHBUilUIlLA1'ID,iIl milet (w.) fronl 
Newcutie upon TyDe, eontaiDiag 1'l.t:HJ inbabitantM. It 
i, altuated OD the 'ftotth bank of 1he river Tyoe, and 
eontUna a grMt qomt.ity of coal. [0 t.hb .urtbeDth 
centw'y, • velD of cOO accidentally caogbt fire in the 
viciuity. and continued to bum npwarcb of thirty 
ytWt.. bunting out, in varioUli places, like 8 volCl\DO. 
It i, In CODtemplatiou to erect '& cbapcl here. Lying Ai 
• ,bort w.taDce 1OU1b"WUd from the wall of Se\'enw, 
the lite i, supposed to have been occupied by the R/).. 
man .taiOD, Conda-cuIM A building call~ the. Old 
Tower .... tbe ...mmer l'CIidcooo of the priM'l of Tyne­
moutb, who hod 8 '&mull t:bapel bere, the lite of 'the 
burial-ground 01 wbich i, marked by • few tomb· 
ltoDtfl. 

BENWICK, 8 cbaptlry in the pariah of DODDING­

TON, Dortbel"lll diviliOn of the hundred of Wt'J'CU.OILO. 
ls1e of ELY, count.yor CA)lSaIDGa. 8l milee (8, w.) 
from Much, containing 514 lnbabitantl. The chapel 1I 
dedicated to St. Jame:.. 

HEOLEY, a parish in the upper division of the 
hundred of PXUROal'!, county of \Vo,aClurrK., j~ 
milel (8. by 8.) from Bromfgrove, containing 640 inba· 
bitanu. Tbe lilting is a vicarage. lu the archdeaconry 
and diocese of Worcester, rated in the king'. book, at 
i.j, l6. l~., and in the patronage of W, HollDes, &q. 
The church iB dedicated to St. Leonard. Here are some 
remain. of an ancient caat1e, 'Which bd~ SUCCClB· 

ail'ely to the noble Camille. of' MortiUU!r, Beauchamp, 
and Rolland. In the reign of Charles 1. the m.anor wna 
tbe 111"Opertyof Ralpb Sheldou, II diatinguiahed royalist, 
wboae mllll,llMm ..... burnt, to prevent ita falling into the 
))08fM!MiOD of the parliamcptariaDJII. 

BEl'TON, Ii pariab in tbe bwulred of E.ueoOUllNC. 
raJ"! of CHIt'JHI:IrTEa, county of Svuxx, 9:! miles 
(S.W,) (I'()I1).Midhunt, containing 140 inh.bita.ntl. The 
Jiving i, n rectory, ill the I1I'chdea.coory and, diOCflloe of 
Cbicbeat.er, rat.ed lu the ki4g'1I boob at £8, aDd in the 
~ of W. S, Poyuu, Elq, 

B£RDON, a I*'im in the huodred of CLAYr;aI-'lG, 
CQIIloty of E ...... , 6! rni1e8 (N. w.) (rom Stanfled ... 
MOUlltfitcbc!t, contaioia,g S38 iohabitaDta. The Ih'ing il 
.. ~r'))AWal~, ill the ~~ 'Of Colche$lU, 
aud. clioce.e of Loadon, and in the patrooage of tbe 
GowUOQn of Clarht'. lIoapital The church is dedi­
..... to St:. Ni.... '1'be. "!l-U Stun NllI through 
6o~. A. priory of Auguatint. canou wu founded 
!aM .. 'die Nip. of Henry UJ., the revmue of which, 
..... ___ "'G. 6. 'i. The ..... ,...". 
......... ..,..... .. taaor (aU the Book 01 Revela· ---_ .. ",''''. 
~.,.-;.h""" the U ......... 01 

';'1'" 2 .." '" Onw ... _fJofElu .. i. mila 
~~%t~o.' d ..... IWm~ ... ~ ....... .-,.iD"""'''''''''''' 01 Eli ... of t.>ouIoa. _.od with £GOO 

~ II ...... AIDO...,.. buutJ, aDd lD \be 
~.L._", __ .ded; ..... 

BERGHOLT (EAST), a pari.1t iD the bllDClnd of 
SAN.":,llI), co~ty of SonoL':, ~ milet (N. w.) ftoDI 
!'Iaurungtrce, oontalniog J i46 i.nbabitantll. The li"iDI 
!.Ii a perpc!tuaJ mtracy, annexed to the rectorJ (If Bran. 
tbtOl,. in the arclultlUlOnry of Sui'olk, and cliooete of 
~orwlch. Tbe church i8 tledicated to St. Mary. There 
I~ a place of worship fOr Independent., The llAvigabIc! 
rlV~ Stour flo'W. along the lIou\hun side of the puiu. 
Lctti~ Oyket, la.l liQ9, gal'~ property, n(lw producil1l 
about £40 per anown., t.o endow Q, free !!Chon) wbieb 
W88 bU,i.It by l.U~riptiOCl, on laud given by:Edward 
:Lamb, In ) 594. 

BERGUOLT <,VEST), a IJarUh in the Colcbcsttr -
'divUs,?n of the hundrtd ul Lr.XOXN, COWlty of EII81:](. 
SJm\1es (N. W,) rrom Colchester, containing ~ inha· 
bltauhl. The living i. a rectory. iu the atehdeaoonryor 
Colcbefltt'J', aud dioccle of Londo", rat.ed il,l the king'. 
boob at -i. 10, aud in the patroonge of William Fisher, 
Eaq. l,bc ehu.rc:b i. dedicaUKl w St. Mary. There i.8 a 
place or worship fbr Wesleyan MethowltI. 

BERKELEY, a RlIU'ket town and pariah lu the 
upper clivilion of tbe hundred of B~k&;J':LXY, county 
of Gt.OucuT£a, 11 miles (8. w.) from Gloucester, and 
114 (w. by N.) from Londoo. oompri.i.ug the chaVelry 
of Stone, the tythiuga of Alkiogton, Hinton, Q,ud Ham. 
and tbe hamlel.si of llradlrtone snd 8.mfo11o ..... , and 
coDtai,IUug 3835 iD.b.abilantl. Thi. place i • .liUp»QRd 
to liave been a British. town in the reign of AlectUiJ, 
who, as the au.e0es80r of CarllU8iul, as&Umed the im· 
perlaJ purple in Britaio towarda 'the clo.e of tbe durd 
C(ll.ltury, It ""u a place of cOllfliderable importance in 
tbe time of the SaxOOl, and iI laid to-bave had a f'Co' 

ligious cstalJlilbmeut, aod probably a castle, prior 1.0 
the Conqllc.t, but little of their hiatory i8 recorded. 
Henry 1. viflited thie place in 11!U, where be remai.netl 
d.uriug Ell8terj and in the 'Feign 0( Henry 11., tbe calle, 
which had been t!l'eCted by R~ de Derkdey, woa eon •. 
aiderably c.uI~ by Robert Fiu.Hl1I'ding, toe whom the 
king g&"c the manor (which is divided into Iie.en eon· 
lliderable tytbinga), IUI.d. who wereupon IlUWUC!d the 
title of Baron de Berkeley. 'The castle. whkb I'(lc.-eh·ed 
various udditioWl from its 6tWOO13ive proprietol'l, be· 
came one of the prwdpal baronial seals in thr- country, 
and was connected witb lIlauy tnwaactiOIlJl of iuteu8e 
J>olitica1 Interelt, the m08t important of which WIUI tb~ 
inbumntl murder of the mitguidctl. kiDg, Edward. 11" 
who Willi detainod bcre in confinemellt uuder the nomino.l 
cullcody of the earl. Duriog tht! civil ""at in the r.eign 
of Chuh=- t., it Will garri ... uW!d for th~ king, but afw 
a siege of nine dayw, w which it IUtaiued considerable 
damage. it wa lu.rrcudered to the. plU'UamentAriau. 
The princivru remaw. of the. aucieat building aut the 
keep, a tine 8pecimeu of Norm&lt military a.rcbitee~, 
ftan.ked by three II('mjeir.culat towen. &lui. a square tower 
of later daw, iu • dark room ill the upper l)o.rt oj' 'Which 
tbe inhuman mnrder wtUII perpelir&t:ed, Tbe I.':Dtruee i. 
under a maMi\'tl lU'clied portal, richly ornamented with 
lIC.ulpture: it occupi~ an. IlI'Ca which i. neady circa. 
w, and is BtIrrow:tded ""ith a moat j part of it baa 
bren modmUzed, and i. DOW the reaidence (If Col. 
Berkeley, who euJOYII the mate, bot ,.~ the title. 
Tbe town iA sitaated OIl a geatIe enU'DIIlCe in the beMa· 
titUl Vale of 8erbIey, de the diItanc:e of a mile from 
Ute ri.er Scvena, and toJlI.iltll priDcipUlJ of oae meet j 
tbt! bou&et are indiJfe.N!lltJy built, but the iobahitaat8 
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nre well supplied 'With "".to. It W1IIl OUC'e of greater 
Uknt than it is at pl't'tlCnl j the divenion of the tum· 
pike mad from Gloucester to Brinol, which formerly 
paued through it, is IJUppoeed. to have contributed 
to It, de<:ay. The trade i. -principally in timber, com, 
malt, and cbeese, for whieh last the neighbourhood i, 
celebrated: iron-on baa been found in the vicinity. 
and there are appellftnce8 of lIOme wor., baving been 
fonnerly carried on. The Berkeleyand Gloucater canal, 
navigable for "eacl8 of four hundred tons' burden, 
PAMe& to the DQrtb of the town, and the riVCl' Sesern 
bound. it on the wt8t. 'fbe market ia on ThUJ'llday, 
but it b .. OO1l8idenbly declined of late yean ; the 
rajrtl are on May 14th and Dooember 18t. The town, 
""hieb was • bnmugh in 1M reign of Edward I., b .... ing 
10fIt iu chlU"t.f!l' of incorporntjon, I, within the jurlBdic. 
tion of the county magiatratetl, who hold petty aeseioo. 
here for the district : a mllyor ill IItill a.nnulllIy elected, 
but the office i. merely llominal j conatablce and other 
officeNl are appointed at the court lcet of the lord of 
the manor, and a court. for the. recovery of mlall debta 
is held e\-ery third week. 

The living i, a vicarage, in the archdeaconry and 
tli~ of Gloucester, rated In the king', books at 
£ 32. 15. 7i., and in the patronnge of Col. Berkeley. 
The churclJ, dcl:liC8ted to St. Mary, i, a IipIlcioUIJ nruc· 
ture, consisting of a nave, aialell, and chaneeJ, of 0011-
aidernbJc dimensionl, panly of luter Nonnan, and P!rt.lY 
in the early ttyJe of English, architecture: tbe tower, 
whic11 il detached, hM been ",built within the llUlt cen­
tury. There i. a place of worship forW9 1eyan Metbo­
dim. The free school WfUI founded , in 1696, by lfr. 
Samuel Thuma, wbo endowed it with land, producing 
£ 16. 5. pel" annum. wbicb hili received an augmentation 
of land prolluciug £11 per annum, pUl'1:baud witb a 
bcqUt'8t by Mr. J ohn Smith, amounting in the whole to 
1£38.6. per annum ... for which the master teache. thirty. 
nine boy. . In 1626, John .Attwoot11cft by will, for tbe 
benefit of tbe poor inhabitant. of BerkeJt!f. londs of 
the nlue of nearly £ 20 IK'-r annum I and varion. ama1Jer 
fUDllJ ha\'e been given and bequeathed o.t wlTerrnt times 
by other indil·idl1a1., for. a like purpose. Edward J en­
ner, M.D. and F.ILS., who introduced tbe praetke of 
vaCCination, wu borD h~ in 11§9, and died of apoplexy 
in 18gs. 

BERKELEY, a pariah in the hnndred of Faox., 
county of SOK1:RUT, 4lf miletl (8. N . .8.) from Frome, 
containing 650 inhabitantt. The lil-ing I, a rectory, in 
the ardIdeaconry of Wella, and diOC'Ne of Batb and 
WeD" rat(!d in tbe king·,lbook. at 1£1. g. 7., and in tbe 
pah'onage of the Rev. J . M. Rogen. The church, de. 
dicated to St. Mary, Wall lnDlt in 1151. '-

BERKESWELL. a parilb in the SoUbuJI diviIion 
of the hUDdred of U.lrILINOPOIl», county of W .... WI" •• 
61 miletl (w. byN.) from Coventry, containing 1.68 iD­
habitanta. The living " a ~, with the perpet&al 
curacy of Banta'" annexed. in the archdeaconry of Co· 
"entry, and diOCMe of Licbfie1d and Coventry, rated in 
file king'. boob at 1£ a . Ii. 6., and ia tbe pat;I'OUaCe 
of the Di. browc fanlily. Tbc cbarcb is dediC8Wld to St. 
Tohn the Baptillt. There ia &11 eodowmeat in 1aDd, 
amounting to about £'1'0 per .. tim, beiac tbe prodDtJe 
of \'VIou. heoefactj<m.s, for the IUJIPm1. of a IlC!.bool 
at Berlu~lweD. and for vuIooI other cbarltable pur-. 
pooH. 

BERKBAJlPSTEAD 
(GREAT,or ST. PETER·S). 
a market toWD and p,lrilh in 
the bundred of DACOR\1M, 
county of H£RTI'ORD, 26i 
milts (w. by 8.) from Hert­
ford, IlDd 26 (N. W. by w.) 
from London. on the road to 
llolyhcad, containing ~S 10 
inbabitantt. TheSaxon name 
or l.bi ' place, Rt:rg/tomsteflc, 
il derived from itllituation, Arma. 
either on a hill. or near a fortrcu. whicb latter, from 
the lite of the present town, apl>earfI to be the more pro­
bable. It i. IL town of conliderable antiquity, the kinga 
of Mercia having bad a caatle bere, to which circum­
stance itl early growth and aub8equent importance may 
be attributed. According to Spclmrur, Wibtn.-d, Kil"lg 
of Kent. Wlai!ted at 0. council held here, in 697. At 
the time of the Conquest, WiUiam, on hi. arrival at 
(bia place, Will met by Stigand, Archbishop of Canter­
bury, wbo tendered bill IUbmiaaion j hut on leal' ing 
Berkbo.mpatead, hia march WAll greatly obalructet1 by 
the opposition of Frederick, abbot. of St. A1baJu. who 
caused the roads to be blocked uP. by <:utting down tbe 
trees, and, on hia al'Tival at St. AlbanlJ, exacted frOID 
him all oath that he would obaerve the ancient law. of 
the rcnIm, particuJlU'ly thOft; of Edword the Confeseor. 
Robert, Earl I)f Moreton, to whom the. Conqueror ga"e 
thi ' town. built. a cMtle here, which Wall .ub6efJuently 
taken from hiB 1011 Willio.rn, who "ad rebelled :again. t 
Henry I ., o.ud by that mono.rch·a order r ated to the 
ground. Henry II. Ileid hia court here for some time, 
and couferred mally privilcgea on the t OV.'ll. The castle 
wllu'Cbuilt in the reign of J 01m, and lOOn after be8ieged 
by Lewia, Dauphin of France, who had come o,'er to 
usillt tbe barons that were in arm. againat the 
king. 11"1 the 11tb of Edv.·ard ln., Berkhampatead lellt 
two representatives to lhegreat council at WeJl lminllter. 
Jomes I., who Iclected tbill place aa a nursery for hi. 
children, granted the Inhabitant. a charter of iucor. 
poration ; but tlley were 10 impoveriabed during the 
civil war in tbe reign of his Jk)n Charlel I., that they 
Wm'! unable to maintain their privilegell, whereby the 
charter became forfe.itoo . The town il pleaaanUy litn~ 
ated in Il deep \'olley, on the lOuth-western bank of the 
river Bulbourne, and consists or two st.reet8 intersect,.. 
iog at rigbt angles. the principal of which, nearly a 
mile in length, contain. several bandlome hOUSCll : 
air i. highly aalubriou" and inhabitant. are 
a:applied with held 
during tbe 
OPOOOO. 
vailed, hut it it on 
wbicb ... alIlO OQ 

tothepwnmgol,uaw,w ~~~~;;~~~~ 
of the popnlation .~ 

J QDctioD caul. .... 
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fJtead, which I, part of the duchy of Comwall, are bela 
at Wbit.untide and Micbaelm... Tb~ prison ill uted .. 
• h~ of COI'Tectlon, and for the t.l!mporary confi.ne~ 
mmt of malefactoJ'lJ pnwioul ly to tbelr committal to 
the county gaol. 

'(1)e living i, • J'ectory. in the archdeacoru-y of Hun­
tinRdon, and dlocetC of Linooln. rated in tbe lUng'. 
boob at 1£'20, and in the pIIttonBRt- of tbe King, as 
Duke of Comwall. The cburcb, dmicated to St. Peter, 
III • apacWus cruciform Itru~. exhibiting some fine 
portion. in the ""'era] stylet of Engli. h arebitecture: 
the tower, riling from the Inteneetion, and highly en­
riched with R ulpture, was built by Richard Torrington, 
In the n:'ign of R enry vrn.: within the church an! two 
chapell at the cnsleru end , oue dedluted to St. 
John, the other to St. Cathe.rine, and eome interelting 
mOllum~lItl. There &rt placelJ of worth!" for Bap­
tiltr, the Society of Friend. , and Il1dependcmu. The 
frff pmmar 8cl:aool wu founded in the reign of 
Jlenry Vln" and endowed with lands belonging to the 
diuolved guild of St. J ohn the Baptlrt. [n tbe llUe­
~ng reign it was made a royal foundation, tbe 
mut.f!r, UAber, and chaplain, were locorporaUd by act 
of parliament, and the Wardal of All Souls' Collegt, 
Oxford, WIlS appointed visitor. The school wu originally 
endowed for one bundred and forty-four teholars, but, 
for the lallt t.wenty YeaN, not one boy haa received 
any in. tnlction ; the etrtablillhment ill at p~lent. under 
invtltigfttion in the COlrrt of Cbl\n~ry . The pn:millU 
are situated on one lide of tbe churchyard, and con­
l ilft of a 1Ic1lool-room and hOUIIN for the mlUltcr and 
lIlIlter. A charity !!Chool, for twenty boy. IlDd ten girll, 
""BJJ founded in 172;, by Mr. Thorn .. Bourne, who en­
dn ..... ed it. with £8000 : the property now conaiaIM of 
Lg300 in the N~ Soutb Sea annuities. and there aJ"e 
at pretlC'.nt thirty boys and t"<lft':oty girt. in the scbool. 
Almshoueel for aix agtd widows were founded, in 
168), and endowed with £)000, by Mr. J obn Say~; 
tbe f:mlowment Wall augmented wltb £300 by bi. widow, 
And IlUbaequently , ..... Ith £26. 5. per Anoum by Mrs. 
MftrthaDefloe. King James I. gove £100, lIod Charla! 1. 
,MOO, for providing employment and fuel for tbe poor, 
and lh~ am alBO severnl other beqUe.ltll for chari­
table u~. There are IIlight \'estip of the ancient. 
residence of the Merclan kin", on tbe north side of 
the lown, and at tbe north-eut end of Castle-street are 
the remainll of "tbe cutIe, consillting principally of 
.... 11. of an elliptical form, defended on the north-w"t 
.de by a double, ud on the other aida! by a triple, 
mOllt i the entrance wu at the aouth-eut. angle, where 

two , betw~ wbich probably was tbe 
At of tht' High.street il a .pring 

Well, to lI'hieh medi­
ancient hOllpi tal, 

here, but there ... ,,,::0, ... , lI'lUI born here 

a parish in the 
mite. (8. W. by 8.) 
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~d 
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~ft;I~yan M~hotlilta. A National acbool for boy. and 
gtrla II now ID ProgtUl of C':rectiou, and there are three 
al~h~l, the lomatel of which are IUpported by the. 
,Iu.,b. On an dented situation near an old manor­
hoU.8C!, a circular tower of brick, olle hundred feet in 
height, tcnned theOb8ervatory, has been erected wbieb 
commands an utcnah"e )ll'OlpecL , 

DERk.liUIPSTEAD (ST. MARY), or NORTH. 
CHURCH, a pariah In tbe hundred of pAooauM, 
county of RauFO.D, It mile (N. W. by w .) from 
Gmt &rkbampatet.d, containhlg 10'l8 Inhabitanta. 1be 
living I. a rectory, in the arcbde.conry of Huntmg­
don, and WOCtiM! or Lincolo, rated in the king'. boob 
at £il. I. S., and in the patronage of the King lUI 
Prince of Wal~. ' 

BERKSHIRE. an ill iand county, bounded on the 
north by the county of Oxford, aud a Imllll Imrt. of the 
county of Buckingham, from both lI'bieb it i. 8epIlrated 
by tbe 11lamel ; on tbe eut by the COIlotica of Buck­
Ingham and Surrey ; nn the IOUth by tbe county of 
Southampton i and on tbe _ welt by that of Wilts : it 
extends from 5 10 19' to 510 .8' (N. La~), and £rom S+t' 
(E.) to ) 0 .3' (W. Lon.), and. inpludiog tbe detached 
partl, contaiUl about four hundred and aixty-four 
tbooaand aaea, or seven hundred and fifly-.b: aquare 
milt... The popuJation, in 1821, amounted to IM.100. 
Tili, county lI'U anciently called B(Jrocldn, or BtrOt'M:ir~, 
tofu-ned ill proceu of time into Barklbire aud ikrlWiire, 
and probably derived its name from a thick wood~ 
CIIfIcd D(Jrr~, whicb occupied lUI extended tract between 
Lamboum and Wantage, on or ncar the downs; though 
lOme deduce lu etymology from ikrroc, a bare oak 
in lOme part of Windaor F0I't'.81, beneat.b ~'bicb tbe 
llritoTUl, u their CUllom WU, aucmblcd ror devotional 
and legill1atorial purpDfltil. The Bilwod occupitd the 
lOulb-easlcrn extremity, and the Stgollhal'i dwelt in 
tbat part which borden on llampshire, but the greater 
part. ,.. .. inhabited by tbe &Ur~ltii. The Romanll in­
cluded it. within the di.trict of Britannia SnJ>erior, aud 
l ubaequt1ltly in thllt of Britannia Prima. During the 
Octarcliy, it formC':d a part of the kingdom of the 
W&8t Saxone, or Weeaex. and, after the reduction of 
the Anglo-Saxon kingdom into one monarcby, it be­
longed to the w. trict call~ We:at Suno Lalge. Off' .. 
King of Mercia, aftu hi. victory over Cynewuif, King 
of the Wcat SuOM, in 17"5, ee1ud on all tbat. terTitory 
lying betll'ecn lknield-It.reet and tbe Thame&. The 
nanea bning made an irruption ioto We8IM!I, in 811, 
'wee repul8ed near Engleficld by Earl Athelwoif, wbo 
waa .Iain in a 4u!Mequent Mule between thml ud the 
anny under Ethclred ; a rew day. after whicb, they 
wen &gain routed at Alhdown, and compcJloo to retreat 
to ReiWing. where tbey "a.ued the winter of 81'l. Alfred 
gained a dei:i,ive vietory over them at Eddington, in 
678; but, in 1006, they committed gnoat deva.lation in 
the county, and defeated the Suonl Ilear the river 
Ketihet. In JOII, l3ttk.hire "' ... under tbe dominion of 
Etbelred n ., and in the year ellluing, S'oII'eyn, King of 
Denmark, wu at Wallingford. In the struggle between 
Stephm and tbe Emprf$ ~Iatild .. the cattle at Wal­
lingford wu one of ,be IItrongt'-St fort~ which " 'ere 
garriaon~ by the emprua, and wu tbe plaet of her 
retreat when drh'en from Oxford: it wu ~ ~_ 
lieged by Stepben, but was meceufully defended until 
the termination of the wUJ when the amicable arrange-
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men!. whicll OlIIued .... concluded beneub ita w.u.. lk:~lkfr,a.arI"".Comp&-.C_"")J~' 
DW'lng ~ absence of King Richard lOll. crusading Fa.ni.ngdon, Gan6eld, HOftJW', Kintbory.Eagle. lApI. 
expt!dit.ion into Palestine, his b~er John came over bourn,MoretoQ, Oek, Reading. Ripplesmere. SbriVCil=, 
from Normnndy, nod aeized the cutlet of WllIlingford Sonning, TI1caF. Wantage, and W&fII'\'e. It call II 
and Windsm". but tbe Idtter wu retaken by the p.e.rtizana the borough. ood market towus of Abingdon, Readi • 
of th~ k.i~. Two meet-jugA for the rqd"-'U of grievanceA Wallingford, IlfId WlndflOr. the incorporated ,a

l
, 

were held l)ctwcen lIohu and the bart)nll in l 'llS, one at toWUll of Maidenhead, Newbury, and Wokingbam ; d 
Wullingiol'fl ami tbeotlu:r at Re.adi"B; three yean af'tcr- the market toW\l.a of Great }~lUTingdon. Hungerford, ~ 
wards, the foruu:r pw:e was fonified oy the. k.ing( and lWey, Lnmboum, IWd Wan~, Two knigbtl! are •• 
the lAtter bel:licged by the barons, whOle army. undt:r tunled to parliament for the ilbi~-and two rep.n . 
Su"on de Moutfort, obtained poMCIllion 0" it in 1263: tives fOT eaclJ. of the borougbs, acept Abil'lgdon,~'h h 
n tery.P9rar1 teconclliation wu eft"~eted at Reading be- lk.'Dds Dne : the county o)emberl ... Dominated at~ail· 
twteor..1\i.a..d Jt. aud the dillCOote:nt«i noblet. in LS89. ing. and ~ at Abingdon, 'tbtse being tb~. , 
Duriug the.parlilUnentary war, Berkshire was frect..udltly toWIU!. Tb eounty ill included io. th~ Oxford ' j 

the lieeae uf bOllile operll.tiDllt. Wallingford WI.8 gar-- the .Lent Ilnd the. Epiphapy seuions arc d jIIlt 
ri80ned for the king, and 'VindlKlr for the pllrUameut.,1 l teading, th summer lUl5iUll +n4 Hilary aealiollll tat 
¥ld ea~ place contiuued in the poUC8l!ion of ib owu Abingdon, t e l\1icbaelmllil II(D~ ill either town'f:' 
part}' until tbc close of the Will'. Reading. which llad tbe option 0 the magilltrates. IlDd the EllIiter lC~n. , 
been IIt:\zed on by the pnriilLlllentarinnll, .'Il8 t!vacuuWd Newbury. The county gaol and Muse of CO im it 
by tlleftl un tba apilroaeh, in October 164i, of II. detaeh· at ltending, and the couoty hou ot Citrrection, or ri e. 
nlcnt of \he .king', troope, the beaa.quarters of whOile weU, at Abingdon : there are Dill~ty.three acting tnng1B­
cavalry were at Abingdon. At thi' period, the king held tnlU:A. The t1\ le8 raised in tqe eowlty for lht year 
the wbol~ df the county. except. the neighbourhood of ending March 25th, 1827, amounted to £1 1 8,5~, ~d 
'\'ind,ioC', wliicb fortre8a lIustWued but one attack during the eXI.enditurc to £114,970, of which £99,527 ..... 
tht wtU", and that au WlSucctJlsful one, from Prince Willi apl)Ued to the relitf of the poor. 
Rupert. 'to April 16'3, lteading ..... IUI retaken by the .lkrkshire I, bot a manufacturing county, but! th\Ve 
parliRmentary army; and in the montb of September are 80rne cotton-manufactories and a large pRJM!.r-lQill 
fOllowing. the firs t battle of Newbury W88 fought, nnd DCILl' Newbury, n pRJler-mHl at Bagnor, and a lillp 
the vicUlry c1a.iJned by both parties; n few day! lifter manufactory for blll.nketll at GreenbiUD mille, near 
tlm netion, Keadillg again fell into the ballds of the king, Tbatehnm; tbe weaving of IIbeetillg, sail.clotb, apd 
who a1ao placed" garrison in 'Ooonlllgton castle, near sack ing, the manufootnre of ftoor-clotli, and tbat of 
Newbury, under Col. Bo)'ll, by whom it '1\'" bra\'c!Y And .!Iilk ribu.nda And galloont, are carried on at Rending I 
INe<:eaf,lllly defep-ded ugaiun repeated attaek. of the ' taeking aud sail-clotb were formerly est.cn.lively made 
encIJlY, In the eo\lJ'SC Df the ensuing yea.r. Newbury, at Abingdon and Walltage; silk ia manufactured '8t 
Itcadiag (..,,-hich Ilad been w.mDlliJcd of its forti6cr.t.iolls Woklngbam to a BmnU extent, and COllpe.r balta GJr 
by the king'l troOps), and Abiuwlon, fcll BUCC('S8ivcly the uavy, at the Ternllie mills io the parith of Di,· 
into the ho.ndll ufihe parliament, wbo ohtainw poaseuion ham: tbere are a1w seyeral la~ breweries in the 
or the whole. c9tU1ty, ucept Wallingford. The second couuty. ptll'ticularly at Windsor, which i. c:clebrtl~ 
battle of Newbury took place in the month of October, for itt ale. The 'natur.u di~'I);iQn8 of the COWl'" are 
in tws year, tbc reeult of whieh Wall equa.Uy indceisive four, namely, the FolUt dittrit.'1., commencing at u'e 
with the fint. 1" 14$45, Sir Stepben &wkina made an eastern exlrem.ity of the county, lUld extending ~ ~e 
unltu.:teaful attack on the llarJill1ncutary garrison at til'(#' Loddon weatward, and from SandbUl'8t on the 
Abingdon; ~d Cron'IwclI, with lilte fortune, attaclt«l .outh to MUdCJJ.bood on the north; the Vale of the 
Farringd~, whidt v,-as then llc1d by th~ t'O)'8.lina.. btlt Kennet, atretclUUI from ncar Wargn.\'e on the _t 
be sOO1t aftcto'took Slr William Vaughu:l and Col. .Lttt1~ to Hu~ord oa the west the Chalk hills, elttelldijag 
ton pn¥Jber-., wish two hundred .of their troopa, at nevly Ut'Ud the of tbe c;:ounty; aud a 
Radctrtt bridgc. lPrinae R"Ptrt attacked AbiagdOD in \'ale lying bef.wetb and Streadey. The lIub· 
'March 1646, but fttiled, in hill efl'orta to retake it; and atrat.unl coaaiRa 01 gravcl, wiSh portiOllS elf 
thl ll Was tbe Ial!t event of • milittJ'y nature which took cia, at greater 01' leu according to the 

Vlac:e in Betbhire during tbe parliaunt'lltary war. Wal· of the «til. S\Old ::~~~'~;~li'~;~·"=lt . ...:fiii~ Jhlg(ord ond }~uriftl'dOD were lJUn'eDW!red to the par~ c:aJIod s...,.. ... oae., 
llamen1. a few montba afterwards" aDd the king paseed tInd 8Wl' ~ ~ 

hili laft Cbrittmaa ia eoufiDemmt at W'mdtor. Sub- ~_~~"~.~h~I~"~~~~"'~'~: Aequently to the ReBkln.tion. a .. Ught lkirmitb took ~y 
p~ near Re.di1.ig, In December 1688. whieb, with "the 
aeoption f1l a more ttttlIna afl'air at Twyford, wall the 
otdy ~t thai bappeaed in ibiiJ COIlDtJ plfti. 
oua., 19 the. Revolution. 

U.1cahi1"e liee withiD. the dictal*l of SUi'ba17 ... 
province of Caatt"rbury: it ~ aD ~, .. 
divided into the dcaDeries of Abiflldoa, NewinaT, Read 
iag. andWalliotford,and coot.aiDiloaehuu.dredaci t'orty­
eigbt puUbei, ol whieb IeVeDty-two ue rectorieI".lIb.t,.. 
foar Vi<:an(cel, and twdYe (ltlpet'IW earacic&. 1'01' ... 
~ it b divided laW wen" hDndtodl, umel" 'lbI 
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ad _ puU ofWinUor Form. and It. ntigbbourbootl : 
tai. foreIt .,.. f'onoerIy of much greater cir'CWt than it. 
11 at prnent, baring inclu~ a put of the (.'ountiet of 
Bu~kingham and SUrTe)', and tbe whole of the lOuth· 
eutcm pwt of BerJahlre, nI far u Hungerford 1 jtt 
prHf!Rt. dreuit, in which I, a part. of Bagahot heath, i. 
about fifty-liz milet. WindlOr Grcot 1)8J'k. wu Leuened 
by Grorge. 1I1., from three tbouu.nd eight hundred to 
OIIC tbo\1aaod eight hundred at'1'H, two thousand aeru 
ba,-iDg been bronght into culti".tion . From an eni­
mate made in lht' yev 1806, it a,lpeo.mi that there "'en! 

in the county two hWldred and fifty.fh'c tb~d Bert'S 
of arable land. Ie\'enty-two thousaud in meadow and 
dairy land, tweoiy.fh·e thousand in ahecp-wa1k1, crue6)' 
unencloted, on the chalk hill, I twtnty-Ih'c thousaud 
in other dry PUhIN!tl, pub, &C,' and tbirty thoUl8Jld 
WlUltc, cbid!y barren heath •• The cattle are of the long 
horned, or common country breed I many Cal9e& are 
bred for IJtoc.k. but suckling (or tbe butcher i. the 
pnwa'iling practice. 11u!Tt I, • nau,'t breed of abeep, 
lim:mgly muked, but the IJUre raoe I. not "ery common. 
The hol'8ni arc ufUIlllJ black. "ery Itnmg and po""c:rful, 
and ",lher of full proportiqnJ than tall. The bOfPl, (or 
compacmeta and alae, are f!)[~ed by noue : in tbe dairy 
tract, the piggtriet are an important appendage to tb6 
( ..... 

The principal riven are. the Thamet and the Kennet: 
the fonner akirta tbe ~uuty during a COUI"&e of more 
tban one hundred milu, and I. navigable Il8 bigh M 
Ltthladc; the latter flowl into lkrk.hire at Hungerford, 
berome. llavigRble at Newbury, where it il joined by the 
Lambourn, and fall s into the Thame. ncar Reading: the 
rln~r Loddon rieel near Aldcrtbot, in HamPlhire, enters 
Berkahlre in the pariah of Swallowfie:ld. and runJJ into 
tbe Thamea near Wargrave; the Ock ri8eII near Uffing. 
ton and tloWl into the Thame. at Abingdon ; the Au. 
born rill!l nc.vlnkpm, pWSUet an euterly course be­
yond Hide-End, tbm taking. northerly direction, falla 
mto the Kennet a little below W Ning; tbe Lamboum 
rib &monglt tbe bill. above the town of that name, 
alltl foll, into the Kennel. near Shaw, The Wilta and 
Bub canal uteow from the Thames, at Abingdon, to 
UlcetUltem border of the county. in the tipper partj and 
the Kennet and Avon canal. fron\ the river Kennd., a 
little above Newbury. acrosa the lower part of the county. 
TIM! road from London to Batil enten at Maiden. 

•~;:'.hblUld pauing through Reading, quita near 
milestone j the road from London to 

Ilt the aame and leaves at Henley 
whicb braocbea o!' at 

paning 

many apedmena of Saxon 
remarkable ia 

itl llriginal 
Cbaddle· 

of 

St. Gt!orge at Windaor still f'tmaiu; ad krl boepi. 
talI!, the of which arc DOW in aiawoce, two at Airiatr. 
don, and thOR atDonningtoo, Lambounl.lUld Newbury. 
9f the magnltloeo\ abbey built by U('IU")' l. at I1eadlll£, 
little more lhall rode healll of IlOnea I, now to be seen , 
and the church of the Grey frill", hail been COU\·utcd 
into a bridewell : there are lome remain. of the ancient 
mouaatery • Abingdou, of that of the .Benedictioee at 
Hurley, an~ o.f the collegiate church at Wallingford. 
The rlloat di.ltlJld.ly marked Roman road ia that from 
Gloucester to London, which enten tb,. oounty from 
Baydon, and falla into the modern high road frum Bath 
to London, Dear the fifty~lgbth miletlonc · ibe. road 
from Silebester to London puled through 'the 8Outll. 
ealt.enl part, belUing for Old Windaor .or StaiDea , the 
lknield-atreet enknl Berkthire lit St~aUey and the 
}l()rtwu.y on itl north-westerly border from \ViltabiTt . 
traces of the Old IItrtet are al80 visible bc.tw«,-u Wllnta~ 
and 1'hatcham. Of the many ancient camp', the mOilt 
remarkable are Letoomb Caetle. enclOiling an al"H. of 
twenty-Ii" aerea, tbe intrenchmtuta. and ditc:hea contain. 
ing eigbt acret and a bali" ; Uffington Can!c,lC\'en hun­
dred feet in diame:Ur from eaat to "est. and fiV6 bun. 
dred from north to IOUtb, near wbich ia tbe rude 
figw;e of a hOI"8e. of "cry ancient execntion, formed by 
cutting away the turf on the lide of the hill whieh haa 
bence acquired the na~e of Whitt" llorae hin. and the 
vale below, that of White HOI"8e vale ; l1ardwcll Cas-­
tie, in form approaching to a Iqua.re J CtiU'lI Camp 
ou Bagahot heath, five hundred lIud lIixty paces i~ 
length, and t""o bundred and eighty ill ..... idth ; Cbe:rbury 
camp, near Pu..ey, three hundred lIud teu I~ uCl"088 ' 
and AUred'a Cutle. Oll the ".eat lide of A.hdown park: 
one hundred and forty paCCl in diruneter. The only 
minenl rpringa of any note, are tbote at Cun:mer and 
Sunninghill, tbe &rat a mild catbllf1ic, the other a very 
weak chalybeate ; a euong chalybt."Ate aprillg to the 
pariah of Wok-ingham, eal.Ied Corrick Well. and !lOme 
.prinp near Windlor, of the quality of Ute Epeom 
""aten. 

llERMERSLEY, a townahip in tlltl parillb (If No.­
TON on the MooNa, nortbero diviaioll of the hundred 
of PIIU:U Il.L. oounty (If ST ..... ..,IlD. lSi milN (N. N, E.) 
rrom NewcMt.le undi!r Lyne, containing 190 lubnbitAnll. 

'DERMONDSEY, a pari h in the eQter:n div18ion 
of the hundred of BRIXTON, county of SuRREY, I; mile , 
(S.S, K,) from Londoll. ooutahung ts,2S5 inhabitants, 
Thi. plaee, in Dome&day.book, 11 d"lCribed 811 a royaJ 
demesne. and, in other ancient record" as ba'l'ing been 
ocataionaUy the retlideDce of WUliam the Conqueror, and 
hit suCCetlOl", William Rufua, who bad a palace b6e. 
In IOS'l, a priory for Cluniac monks w .. founded by 
Aldwin Child, a citimu of lAndon, .... a tell to the 
abbey of La CharitlS in France, from ,.,'bicb ettabliab. 
ment brethren of tbat order In! Mid to have been 
lent hit~r through the influence of Lanmme, Arch. 
bilhop of Canterbury. To tbia monastery William 
Rufus and lOme of hia NeetIIIOrtI were gtUlt bcuefac. 
tori. Jlenry I . gave the palace to the monk.8, for the 
enl&rgement of their cloilltCt. rtlC:rving a part of it .. a 
l"I"@ideuee for himadf, in whieb King JuhD baviDc wb. 
seqaentJy 1"('I.ided, it obtained the appeUatiOD 0( King 
Jobn's paIao..-e, and b .. beeu bylOm.t IUlbquaries con­
aidered rather tbe oriJioaJ aite,lJ:IaD, .. it ... I. rulity, 
001, an appeadace to the aumaateI'J'. nil enabu .. h . 
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men" iDCftued IJ() much in ",ea1th IlIKl importance, 
that it wu found DeC.'eflIIUY to enlarge the bulldingt I 
and an h Mpitai '\I.·U erected adjoining it, (or the l'tCe11-
uon of their com'erts and the ctIUcatiOD of their chil­
dren .. wbich WIUI dedieo.ted to S1. ThollWl 'the Martyr. 
Though an Alien priory, it ..... exempted from llequ~ 
tratlon in the reign of Edward Dt, who placed j, uo­
der the superintendence of an Englishman ... whom be 
could confide, and whom be made prior. It wu luhle­
quently dented into an abbey. and retained i'- gran_ 
deur and importance till tbe diuolution. whea ita re­
venue wu £648. i. 6f. The lite appears to have bten 
very ut.enllive, compriliug the Pn!llWt churchyard, and 
an adjoining area, . till called King John', Court. Vel­
tip of the palace and conventual buildings may Btill 
be c.raced in the gardeus of the hou.eel which have been 
erected on the Bite: a gateway, wbich ... at standing in 
1807. hu been taken down, in order to form a new 
street. Bennouliaey owes iu origin to the establish­
ment of thil mODaltery, in t.be \'icinity of which, a 
gT'ftdual accumulation of buildings bad fomloo an ex· 
tenth'c village in the relgn of jo;dward ill., wbm a 
churcb was founded by the prior. for the uae of tbe 
inhabitaotl. in this religiOWl houte, Catherine of 
FrutlC8, widow of Henry V., lived in retirement, and 
died in 1436; and here 01110. ill 1486. Eliubeth, queen 
of Edward.IV .• who w .. knteoctd by t"be council th 
forl'eiture of land and gooda. ended her life in confine­
mL'1lt. The villa.ge i . lituated on U1C IOUthcnl blUlk of 
the Thomt' •• and consists priucipally of tWO e"Xtclllive 
.treets. meeting obliquely near tbe church, and inter-­
RCtw by many amalltt Slr'enl; tbe bou.ea. in gencraJ 
ancient IUld imgularly buill, ar(!I il.ltenl~ with Ie­
\'ual modem and handsome .tructuru: tbe I't.r'eet. are 
,,.ved, alld wdl lighted with gal, and the inbahitantl 
are IUpplicd with wattt from the river aud from '1Iringa. 
The tanning of leather i. carried on to a very great ex· 
tent, by a company chartcrtd In the reign of Queen 
Anne ; there are also mUliCrouI woollYplen. fellmon· 
gen, curriert, aud manufacturen of vellum and parch. 
nle-lit. The li tuation i. favourable to the carrying on 
of many tradca: tJlerc IU'e tvt'O IInuill dockl and IC\'C· 
rAl yud. for boat.bullden, in colJuuion with whom. are 
rol)C·maitefl, webor'smiths, and .lave.mercbllUt.8, alld 
there are Cl'tablilhmentA for the priuting and dyciug of 
calico. . 

TIlt: living i. a rectory. In tbe arehdeaconry of SuJ-. 
ref, and diOC8e or WiDcilttt.er. rated in the kiog·. 
boob a' £15. 8. Ilf .• aDd in the patronage of Mn. 
flwnbl,. The cburcll~ dedicated to St. Mary Magda.­
lC'AC. is lID ancient and w~ry plaiu ,tructlU'e. with. low 
square tower. A new ehurch w .. compieted in IW,ZS, 
partly by grant &om tlw pulilJ'nCDtary commiuionerl, 
at an expcuae of £SII,.12. 10. 6. j it. i •• baucbome ,,""Ike iu the Grecian atyle of archit.cctun:, with • 
lower, and • portico of four pillarl of the Ionic order, 
and concaio. two thouaud aiuiOCS. of which one $boa· 
-.nd two hlWdftd aft free. There u:e places 01 wur· 
abip (or l.dependeDt. and WaIeyu KetMdi-.. A 
free achoo.I for 'iny boys, who are ilaatnact.ed. ia. rad,­
ioa. writi .. aDd arithmet.ic. wall (oaoded, ia 1108, by 
Mr. Joeiata &COO, who IeI't. £100 b b.ildiac &be pre­
miaoI, aDd £160 pel' umUDl forr aD eadowmeat; 01 
tbU awuaaJ i.ocome, the muteI' neely. • ...." 01 
.. 80 per aouam, and. Uae .ber 0lIl: of II. 60-, \be nmaiD-

• 

du beiDg laid nul in rep&inl : tbe acbool·room. which 
w .. ~ed ill 1118, in the Grange ro.d, i. a neat. brick 
building, ha\'ing a Ilatuc of the founder in a wche over 
the entrance. Thf! united charity Khoola. eatabli6hed iD 
1119:. are. .upported. partl y by .ublCriptioo, and pIU"tly 
by an endowment of £Iog. 16.4. pt:r Dnllum. arildug 
(rom ICvUal donatiOIlJ : the wbole i.Dcome is about 
£550 per annum. for wbicb two hundred aud twenty 
boy., and OD~ hundred and lhirt.y girls, are instructed. 
of whom 6fty boy. and thfny girls are al.eo clothed: 
there I. another echool with a amaU ~Ddowment, and 
n8mcroua benefactiOIlJ have been made for the relief of 
tbe poor. In 1110. B chalybeate IJprlng ,,'U dillCOvcred 
here, and a spa establisbed, which, for mAny YelU'I'I . ..... U 
• celebrated place of entertainment. Israel Alauduit, 
an ingenious writer nn pnlitica and oommer,,'e. w .. born 
here. in J708. 

.BEIUUCK.PRlOR, • liberty in the parish of Nltw­
IHOTON, hundred of .E ..... r.LM£. county of OX,.OIlD, "* 
miles (N. N.lt) from Wallingford, oontaining l Si inha' 
bitant&. 

DERRICK-SALOME, a clapelry in the parish of 
CU .... LOIlOYIC. hundred of EW.U.M£. couuty of Ox· 
FOIUI, 01 miles (N. N. s.) froID Wallingford. containing 
114 inhabita.uta. The chal>e1 i. dedicated to St. Helen. 
Here i, ~ .('hool with a small endowment. 

D£R.lUER. a township in the parish of GuuTOCX. 
LUTII ward. county of CUMBERLAND, 8 mi.lell (w. by 
8.) from I>enritb. containing. with the township of Mur_ 
rah, 1 ~8 iuhabitants. Mary Jocluiou, in 1199, left 
£'lSO ill revenion, to fowld and endow a IIChool for 
girls, wbioh, ha\' illg become the subject. of a lawsuit, 
was oon6.rmed by the court of Chancery, in 1811, 
and t.be .school wall built by .ubacrilloon, in 1828, on 
ground gi\'en by the HOD. Henry Howard. of Corby 
Cll8tle. and endowed witb:£6 1)('1' onuWD. the remaiu_ 
der of tbe property haviug been expended io the law- • 
liuit. 

BERRINGTON, a hamlct in tbe pariKh of CUIP~ 
1·INO·C.M'OIU(, upper di"iaion of the hundred of 
Klf'T$OATJii. county of GLOUC •• T&It, coutaini.J.lg 111 
inhabitants. 

ll.ER1UNGTON, a towlllhip in tht' parish of En. 
huudred of WOL!'U'Y, count, of !'hau:J'oao , S! milCli 
(N. N . .E.) from Leomiuster. 'l'hc population ill returned 
with the parish. 

BERRINGTON, a pariab in the hwulred of CoN­
DOVJ:.a, cowny of S.1.01'. 5' milca (8. E. by s.) from 
Shrew.bury, conlainiug 657 inhabitanta. The living is 
• rectory. in the arcbdeaconry of Salop, and dioeelle of 
Licbiie1d and CoYeDt.ry. rated i.n the k.ing'. booka &1 
:£ 10. J 2. I .• and in tbe pattonage of LorcJ, BerwicL 
The church Ie dedicated to All Salu,-. 1'he_ ..... 
river Scvem pM8eI through t.be parith. 

DERRINGTON, a hamlet ill. the puiIb 01 To­
.uaY~ upper diyi.Wu of we hWldred at DoDDI.OT ... , 
county of W08CP'I' .... i mU. (w. by &.) .... Tea­
bury, eoataJDing UJ5 .iDbabilJDta. 

.BB.RROW. a pu;.b iD the bwaclNd.. BUft'''' 
W .... QTOH. CUaDtf III SO .... n.1ij ..w. (W. bJ 
from AIhridp, ceht'Hwl ..., ibbabi&aD.... n.e 
'" ;. • ~ -. i .... ,~~~~.1~., W ..... ODd _ '" _ """ WoILo. _ 
...... __ ..... 1.11.10'., """ Ia. ! .... ~I~~~ 
01 1M ArcM-_ 01 WA: 1"bt-;" 

-
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eated to St. Muy. Tb~ i, • place of wonhip rOT 
WeII1cyan Methodina. Berrow bay, •• mall inlet o( 
the Brlt tol channel, form. the wetltem boundary of 
the parikh. 
• BERROW,. pari. b In a detached part of the lower 
divi~ion of the hundred of OewALD8LOW, locally in 
the lower diviaioD of the hundred of Pcnbore, county 
of WORC&ITER, tJ miles (8. w .) (rom Upton upon Se· 
vern, containing 464 inbabitantt. The living is a dit · 
charged vicarage. in the peculiar joriadietlo1l and pa 
tronage of the Dean and Cbapttt of WOru!8ttt, rated 
in the king'. OOokA at £1. lB . .... and endowed with 
£1200 p.vlillDlCDtary grant. The church is dedicated 
to St. Faith, 

BERRY POMEROY, a puil h In the hundred 
of HAnok, county of D evoN'. If mile (E. N, E.) from 
Totne,., conllli uing 1255 ioh.bitantJ!. The living i, 
a vicarage, in the arcbdeaeoury of Totne8a, nod diocese 
of Exeter, nted in the king'. hook. at £ 18. 19. 1., and 
In the patronage of the Duke of Somerset. The church, 
dedical~ to St. Mary, contains a findy carved woockn 
screen and rood-loft. The navigable river Dart nmt 
along the IIOUtb-wettetn side 0{ the pari8h. Here are 
the ru.i1UJ of Berry castle, founded by Ralpb de Pomeroy, 
.oon after the Conquest. 

BERRYN- ARBOR, a puiab in the hundred of 
BIUUNTON, county of DnoN, III mile. (B. by S.) from 
Dfracombe. containing 6.48 inbabit.a.ntl. The living i. 
a rectory, in the IlJ'chdeaconry of Banlstaple, and 
diocese of Euter. r ated in thtl king', books at 
£34. 15. 10., aDd in the patronage of the Bisbop of 
Eseter and olbert. The church 18 dedicated to St.. 
Peter. 8iahop Jewell, cclcbrat:ed for bi, controvCl'ty in 
eupport or the ProteUant faitb, wu born bue, in 1SH. 

.HKRSTED (SOUTHl, • pariah in the bundred of 
MOWl e 'lt , rape of CUICH."-!!:., county of SU's.x, 6 
milN (8. E.) from Cbiehe.ter, containing, with the mar­
ket town of Bognor; 185 1 inhabitants. The living II a 
vicarage, in the peculiar juril diction and patronage of 
the Arcbbishop of Canterbury, rated. in the king's books 
at £1. 18. 9. The church II dedicated to t. Mary 
Magdaltme. 

BERW[CK. II. pariah In tile hundred of LoNo­
•• IOOK, rape of PItVENUY, cowlty of Suae:xx. 4-f 
mile. (N.I!:. by N.) from Senford, containing 11CZ in· 
babitantl. The living ia a ftctOry, In the arcJ;lde.oonry 
of Lewes, and diOCde of Chicbelter, rated in the king'. 
boob at £ 1:J. 6. 8., and in the patronage. of Jeremiah 
Smith, Esq. Thil pariah is lepln.ted from that of 
Arlington by the rivu Cuclrmere. 

llERWlCK (ST. JAMES). a pariah in the bundred 
JUNC. and Dou, county of Wu.,.., t.t milta 

£rom AinefJbury, contaiuing 221 inhabitanw. 
~ a dildw'ged vicarage, within the peculiar 

~Iodl"';;' of tbe Bilhop of Sali,bury, rated in tbe 

,;~~~~~"~£~.:. ~'~O~"~'~wI~OWed with £200 private 
parliamentary grant, awl, in the 
JIving, .Etq . 

• pari,b in the hundred of 
01 miIttI (B. by 8.) from 

-::=;:-:;~....-..:' 'I'bt:: liviDA' Is 
.. • lIrlndelUJlU1 dioc:eee or Saliabury, "'0;.'" kiIIa:'a booU at £iCI. 13 . .... IlUd in the 
:::;; lite W.,. ud Felow. of New CoUep. 

• 1IlDe IOUdlward from tbe vilJate 11 

an intrencbment, call~ Winkelbury Camp, aupJX*ed 
to have been oonatructed by the Romana. 

BERWICK. (ST. LEONARD), a pariah in the 
hWlllred of DONWO~":U , county of WILT8, I mile (E.) 
from Hlndo?, cont&iwng ." lubabita.ntl. The living II 
~ recwry, WIth the perpetu~ curacy orSedghiU annesed, 
III th! ~bdcaeonry and dUlCe8e of Salisbury, I'8ted in 
the king . boob at £8. 6. 8., and in the patronage of 
the Rev. Charl~ Henry Grove. 

BERWICKuponTWEED, 
a port, borough, and mar· 
ket towu. situated bttwet:n 
the boundary line of tbe 
northern part of the county 
of Durham, and that. of Scot.­
IlInd,64- mil .... IN. by w .) 
frolll Newcutle upon Tyne, 
and 33 .... (N. by w.) from 
London, containing 87'23 in_ 
habitanll. , 'be name, whicb 
Leland ItIPI)()t1e8 to have been 
origina1ly Abmeick, from tbe 
Britiah temll AIwr, !.he mouth of a river and .. it- a town 
ii, by Camdcn and ot.her antiquariea, l'O~idcred ~ imply 
ollly a hamlet anne~ed to a place of patu importance. 
lueh appeudap being nauaHy, iu ancient reoordl styled 
berelllia; and in this 1ell8e of the term Berwick 'i l BUp-
1)()8e(i to have o~tained ita name from having been the 
gran~ of the priory of Coldingham, tl!n mil distant. 
It i , laid to have beeD a place of colIslderable import. 
ance al a barrier town, in the reign of Osbert, Kiftg of 
Northumhrt.. 1I11t!, acoording: to Boetblus, was t.he place 
where tbe Danea, under the conduct of Hl1bba, landed, 
on tbe.ir invllion of England, in the year 86;. Tbt town 
having come into the poueuion of the Suons, they> 
Oil tbe defca' 0{ their king, abandoned it, when, ..... itb 
that part of the kingdom of Nortbumberlaud called &r_ 
nicls, it wu ceded, or sold, by Eadulf.CudH, Earl of 
Northumberland, to Malcolm n ., King of St:olt1and, m 
1020. The earliest authenUc notice of Berwick occura 
in the reign of Henry 1. ; and in UlI1t of Henry n ., it 
was, with four other towns, given up to that monarcb 
by William the Lion, in 1116, .. a pledge for the per_ 
formance of the treaty of FalaiR, by whicb, in order to 
obtain bi, releue from captivity, after the baule of Aln­
wide, in 1174, he bad engaged to do homage to the En­
glith mOUAl'Cb, as lord puamown, for all bia Scottish 
dominion.. Richard I., to obtain a supply of money 
for hil expedition to the Holy Land, told the vassalage 
of Scotland for teD tbousand maw, and rtitor'ed thi$ 
and the other towua to William, content with receiving 
homage only for the terTitoriet which that prince held 
in England. King John, 011 retiring from an unauc­
ceu.ful invuiou of Scotland, burnt lkrwick, ..... hicb the 
Scotl aJmoat Immediately rebuUt on an enlarged plan, 
and 'trongly fortified. III 1291, the oommiuioMN up­
pointed to eu.miue and tel)Ort on the validity of the 
title of t.bi l'\'lpecti_ve claimants to tho crown of Scot­
land, met at Berwick, and punued there the iuvtwt1p­
tion which led to the decleion in favour of J obo Balliol. 
Edward. I. having oompdled Balliol to realgn hi, CI'OWU, 
took the town b,. storm, and inflk1ed dreadful carnage 
on the ot'CUlOQ. In l29fi. he I"e(:t!ived the bomage of 
the! Scottish nolmty, in the pretence of a council of 
tbe whole nation, .t Bel"ft'ick, wbtte, in the following 
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yeat', he rlltAbli!hed a court. of Exc.hcq\lt'1' for tbe re­
ceipt. of the revenue of the kingdom of Sootland. Wal­
ace baving laid liege to the town, took polIlJeIBion 
of it, but was UMllC<:ellMUI in bia attempt Oil the cu' 
tle, which WI.8 relieved by the arrival of • numerous 
8nuy. Edward U., in lJro!JCCUtiog the war aguinst. 
Scotland, attmIbled hi ll anny hCl"C repcate(Uy. and m"de 
lIe\·eral inroad, into tbe enemy's territo~. .Robert 
Bruce obtained potHUion of it in IS18, and haloing 
raised thewallll, and IItl'(:.lIgthc.ned themwitb t.cJwcl"B, kept 
it, llotwith!!taDding eevera! auacb from Edward II. and 
Edward 01., UlltU it lIurrendcred to the lutter, after the 
l!elcbrated battI" of Hlll1idown Hill, in thi' ueigbbour­
bood, wbich took place on the 19th of July, 1833. AJJ 
a frontier lO'I\'U it Willi invariably the first object of at­
tack, OD the renewal of hOIUliticll between the two 
kingdoms, and, after repe4~ I!Urnmdcn Md sieges. it. 
was ceded to Edward IV., from wbom and his 8UCCCl-
80n! it rtt.'f':ived sen~MlI charters and extenlive privilegea. 
After having been exposed, during the Bubaequent rcigJlIJ, 
to the oontinl1ed aggrellaions of the Scots and the En. 
gliah, it was made a free town, independent of both 
kingdoml, by treaty between Edwaro VI., King of En­
rand, and Mary, Queen of Sootl, fligned ot Greenwich, 
on the part of the former, on the 10th of MIlY, and, on 
the part. of the latter, at Norham, in the vicinit of W, 
town, on the 10th of June, 155 1. 1t WIIS strongly for_ 
tified in the reign of Elizabeth, who placed a glUTison 
in it, which W8B kept up till the accell8ipn of James to 
the English throne, when its importance a8 a frontier 
town eeaKd. During the ch·jl war in the reign of 
Charles J . it w at gnl'1'ieoned by the paTliameut. 

The town is I>leasalltly situated on the northem 
bank, and ncar the mouth, of the river 1'v .. eed: the ap· 
proach from tbe English aide is over a handeome !toue 
bridge of fifteen arebea, connecting it with Twtedmouth 
on the IOOth. The ttree18, with the exceptioll of the 
High It~ and Hidehill, are narrow, but wen paved, 
and lighted with gna, and the hou.&e8 ate in general well 
built : lome of the inhabitantll are . npplied with v.'ntH 
brongbt into their honus by pipes, from a Ipriug at the 
distance of a mile and a half j the othcrt are stlllplied 
from public cisterns placed in situations convenient for 
tbe. pu'lM>8C. The ncw f(lrtifieatiooa, whicb are e.x«ed. 
ingly strong. bave displaced. thoee of more ancient date, 
df whicb tbtteremain only the ruins of the fortre88 at 
tbe IOUth.West angle of the old town walls, and those 
neat' the cattle. The J'Ilmparts alford an agreeable pro· 
menade, much frequented by the inllabitanta. The bar· 
racks for the garriaon, on the north·east side of the 
town, fonn • Itnall quadrangle, nt:atly built of stone j the 
eatabli,hmcut consi,ts of a governor, lieutenant-gover­
nor, town.major, town·adjutant, lorgeon, muter gunner, 
and • few invalid gunners : the buildings are capable. of 
acrommodatiug AeVen hundred men. Connected with 
the barrack, are the guard.bouse, an boepital, and an 
ordnance bOUle. A public library wu establi,bed in 
1912. The theatre, a mWI Mat building. II o~ed 
annoally iD nmmer. The utembly.rooml aft. opcnt!d. 
OlD public occuiou i and sublcription t.lII take place. 
regularly during the winter. 

Tbe trade of the porlr i. II01DeWbat estftdive COAIf... 
wile 1 the espom IIftI corD, wool, aImorI, herring., 
p»'-It, ad .. J the import. IIftI timbcl', deals, ata .. 8. 
iroo, Hmp,taIIow. ud blubber. '11te DlIIDbero(.eIIelI 

belonging to "tbc port, according to the rrtum made to 
parliament in 1.828, was My.four, avenging ninety tons' 
bunlen: the harbour ia good, but, from the bar at the 
entrance, it is iuacce.8sible to abl l)S of 1tu"gC burden. 
The Ilier, whieh hIlS been recently constructed, extends 
nearly hili a mile in h.'ngth; a IighthoWlC hu been 
erected on it, to guard marinCl'll against. the rocks 
aud shalloWl!l by which the navigation is endaugered. 
About eight lmndred men nre employed in the fiab· 
ery : thc salmon aud trout, whieb arc cangbt in abun­
dance, are paeked in boxes stratified with ice, by which 
they arc conveyed fre&h to Hie London anti other ruor_ 
kcll : 8 greo.t quantity of lobstcrt and herrings is also 
found here. The annual n:ntal of the fisheri es haa been 
etltimated at f., 10,000, nnd the supply of eggs. which 
art! R nt from this place for the use of tugar refillert, 
lIu beeu returned 8.11 exceedillg the vnlne of £ 18,000 
IlU annum, but tbis branch of Hie trade has mater ially 
diminished. 'The prineilla) articles of manufacture, ex· 
c1UB.ivcly of such WI are connected with tlle shippiug, 
RI'C. daniluk, dinper, sacking, sRiI.c1otb, cotton, hosiery, 
carpcta, hats, boots, and shoes. The morket. wbich is 
abundantly supplied with grain, it on Saturday ; and 
there il a fair, for black catlle and bOrfle8, 011 theFtiday 
in Trinity week j statute fail'll a~ al80 held on thc fJe· 

collli Wedne.eday in May, the Wednesday Jx>fore AUgu.6t 
26th, and tht: fint Wednesday i.ll November. 

The. government, by charter of incorporation granted 
in the reign of JruuCII 1., is vested in a mayor, recorder, 
four bailiffs, and an indefinite numbt:r of bur~s8Cs. 
M/liated by n tuwu cluk, coroner, (oW' IICrjennll at 
mace, Wld IlJUbordiuate officers. The mayor, wbo, with 
the bailiffa, ill elected aUllUaUy at Michaehnu, the reo 
corder, 111111 such of tIte burgcsael u have filled the office 
of mayor, are jUlltieea of the pcal.'e by virtue of their 
office: the freedom of the borough Is inherited by hirth. 
acquired by servitude, or obtained by gift. The corpo­
ration bold courtl of quarter 8e8sion and gaol dclivery 
for the borough, and a oonrt of pleat every nllcrtl.ll.te 
'IUetldny, for tbe recovery of debt.e to allY amount. A 
court leet is held under the cbarte.r, at which a high 
conslable and six petty constables are appointtd. The 
town hoJI is 8 spacions, handsome building, with a por· 
tico orrour mlUlllil'e circular coinDma ofth~TnlCan order : 
a portiou of tbe wwer part, called the Exchnng~, II IIp_ 
propriated to the WIC of the market j t.he first s tory 
wntalUl two spacious hulla, and other apartmeut. in 
which the courts are held, and the public bUliiue8JI of tbe 
wJ'poration is transacted; and the upper part il WICd .. 
a gaol: the whole fomlS a stately pile of fine hewn 8tODe. 
and il sunnounted with a lofty IIpire containing. J*I 
of eight bells, wbich on the Suhbath day summon the 
inhabitants to the parisb church, b. II u.venieDtly 
aimated in tbe ccntre of the High.at:reet. by wbieb the 
thoroughfare. is greatly obstructed. Btnridt wu one. 
of the four Scottish burghs whiob ancieotly leat repre. 
IleDtati,,"8 to the court. of the four burgba iD Scotland; 
on being annued to the kingdom or England, Its ~ 
.criptlvc uugtI W~ conftnned by royal charter. 1& 
Brat. IICDt rtpre8Cntativet to the Euglida puIiameat ta. 
the relp 01 Heary VIU., mnce which time it bu I!OII. 

tinoed to retVD two memberl: the ript of tlediaa II 
vetted iu the batgtews a' lute, In Dum_ Uoat oae 
thousuad i &be mayor aDd b.ili .. aN tile ....... 
.... <eO. 
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. Tbe living I •• \icarage. within the jurildiction of 
the Coulll.torial Court of Durham, Mlt.ed in the king'. 
book. at £2.0, endowed with .£ 1000 privnte bencf8ctiou, 
and i. I ~OO parliamentary grant, and In tho patroua;,;e 
of tbe Deau and Cb:ll)t.er of Durham. The church, de­
dicated to t.be. Holy Trinity, i. a handsome Atructurt: 
to the decorated style of Englith arcbitecturl! ; it waa 
built during the usurpation of Cromwdl, and i. COOJJe­

Qucntly wit.hout a steeple. Theft aTe two placet of 
wonhip for thote eonul!Cted with tbe Scottish Kirk, 
and olle each for Particular n aptista, Burgbua, Anti · 
burghers, tbe Scottish relid', and Wet.leyan Methodiill. 
The frtegrammar school, founded originally by tbe oor_ 
porntiou. and endowed, in the middle of the a!vcntef:utb 
century, by Col. Strother, with the eltate of Coldrnartcn. 
i8 under the mano.geml.'Dt of the col'J>oration, who ap­
point. the muter ; be baa a 8IiliIry of £80 per IUlUl1rn, nnd 
• hot1le and garden, and ~ivea ten ahlWDgII per quar­
ter (or everY scholar who il not the 11011 o( a freeman. 
A school (or the instruclion o( the 800. of burgel8e8 in 
Englillh, Latin, and the matbenlll.tictJ. wu founded and 
endowed b, tbe corporation Ill. 11{J8 , to ~ach department 
there ie a 8eparate DllIlltU. each of whom. in addition to 
bis ealary, hlUl a hoUle and garden. The Blue-coat 
charity tchool, in wbich (orty-two boye are clothed 
and educated, was founded b, C.ptalll Jamea Bolton. 
in 11i6. and endowed with i. 800, lince augmented by 
varioue bcnefoetione j the mOlItcr bu 0 Illhlry o( 1£ 50 pclJ' 
anllum. The IIChaol of industry for girll5. catnbliB.hed in 
HIIG. I. , uPllOrted by the hulif!ll of Bcrwiek. and afl'ordll 
illtllruclion to one hundrW. and .ix girlll. There is abo 
a aehool in connexion witb the workbouse, iu which 
about one hundred children are educated j the muter 
hu a wary of .. 60 per annum. wbich 1.11 paid out of 
the poor'. rate. A pauper lunatic uylum W9JJ erected 
in IS IS; and there ie a diepenury. CI1Ablilih~ In 1814, 
under the patronage of the Bishop of Durham. which 
affords rclief to the poor within twelve milCil of the 
town, and I. attended by four phylician., three nrgeolll. 
and a di81)Cn.i~g apothecary. There arc lOme trifling 
rtmaln. of the co.stle. and a pe!ltllgonal tower near it, • 
.qulU'e fort. in Magdalene fieldll, ana IOmc intrcncbmcnt.t 
Oft 1I:&llidown Hill. A Benedictine nunnery i8 8tated to 
have been founded by Dayid, King of Scotland, who 
died in 11M) bere were 0.110 monuteries of B laek, Grey, 
White, and Trinitarian friart, and three or four bo.pi. 
tab, but every vestige of them bas long ltaappeared.. 

BERWICK-HILL, a townehlp in tbe pariah of 
PONTC'LAND, western divi8ion of CA.lTLI: ward, county 
of NOaTH1JIIUIlLIJriD. p~ miles (N.N. w.) froan New­
castle upon Tyne, containing III IDhabhants. 
BES~. town. hip In tbat part of thl!l parltih 

0( 'IIA".U.Y whieh ls in the hlmili"t.'(\. of PUIlfILL, 
COUnt,. of SA.LOP, Sf milet (S. E. by E,) froan Wem. 
toDtaiDinK IGg inhabitanl$.. 
b BESfORD, a puiIh in the opper dh'iaion of the 

ODdrN f1I ha •• oal:, county of WoaClClTu. 3 miles 
1!: by 8.) fram. Penbore, containing 154 inbitbitanta. 
... U .... is a pEl peIuaJ t'UJ'aCy, annexed to the vicarage 
GISt. Aadrew'" 1\;, ........... In the archdscon.ry and din 
~_~WOl'lC I'er, niCed In the kiDJ·. books at .. S. Tbt: 
:;-- .. d.o..ljeeted to SLAadrew. The uavigabll!l riv~ 
"'!'tIM.-.1M bcrier uf the paNb, 

BlClsELSlJuGH, a perilb in the hundred uf 
Ko .... , CIlIiIDIf 01 B ..... 5 milet (N. w.) from 

Abingdon. contaIning ISO inbabitantl. 'nle living is 
a dilCbarge<t rectory. iu tbe archdoaconry of Btrk8, 
and diocac of SoJiabury. rated in the king's bookl 
at £4, 11, Sf .• and in tbe patronage of W, J , Lentball, 
Esq. The church is dedicated hi St. Lawrence, The 
pariahlollCnI are entitled to participate in the ad\'aot.agt. 
of tlle eebodl at Appleton, endowed by Sir R. l'·ettiplace. 
The old manor-boUle. fonnuly the teat of Leuthall, 
Speaktt of the Houe of Cornmoa. in the .Long Parlia­
ment, WOl pulled down about forty yean ago, Crom­
well, who w .. a frequ.eut viaitor bert. Wlually conoealed 
him»el( iu a room to wwch the only acceu was by a 
chair let down and drawn np with puUieti. 

BESSlNGBY. a p&riah in the wllpentake of 
D. CKICKI NG, East riding of tb.., couuty of YOIlK~ 2i 
mile!! (8. w.) from Uridlillgtoll. containiug 8S iullabit.­
auu. The living ia a perJM:tual curacy. in the arcb­
deaconry and dioc.tee of York. endowed with LI"oo 
royal bouuty. and in the patronage of H. Hudson, Esq. 
The church ia dedicated to St.. MKgDw. 

BESSlNGHAM, II pari. h in tbe nortbern divillKm 
of tbe bUlldred of EILI'INOU.A.M . county of NORFOLK, 
6j- milea (s.W.) from Cromer, cout.l..inlng 1409 inha· 
bitanUi. TIle living is a diacharged rectory. in the 
archdeaconry of Norfolk, and diocese of Norwich, 
rated in the king'. books ot .. 4. 6. 8., and in tbe 
patronage of Viaconnt Anson. ' 11e church ia dedicated 
to St, Mary. 

BESTHORPE. a Ilari811 in tile bundn:<.l of SUIl{W­
n AM. county of NORFOLK. 1* mile (8. by S.) froan 
Attlebnrgh, coutaining 519 inhabitants. The living ia 
IL di.iCluitged vicarage. in the archdeaconry of Norfolk, 
and diocese of Norwich, rated in the king'lI books at 
.. 5. 6. lOi., and in the patronage of the EaTI of Wio_ 
terton, 1be cburch is dL-dicated to All SainUl. 

BESTUOHPE. a ebapelry in the ,lAriab of SoUTH 

SCAIlLIC, northcnJ divisiou of tbe wape:ntake Qf NEWARK, 
cowlty of NOM'lNOH.UI.8 milea (N,N.E.) frun Newark, 
contllning iii inhabitant&. There is a lo'lace ~f worship 
for Weileyan Melhodillti. A .ebool is endowed with 
L8. Ii. per alwum. 

D.ESWICK, ft chapelry in tba parish of KILN· 
wlex. Bainton-Beacon dh'iaioll of the wapentake of 
J-IARTU 1LL, East ridUlg of the county of YOKK, 6! 
milct (N. by w.) from ne-,·uley. containing 19'i inha­
bitwlUl. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the arcb­
deilconry of the East riding. alld diOCHe of York, eu­
dowed with £600 royDl bounty, and in the patronage of 
J . Dtn11OD. Esq. 

BETCHWORTH. a parish in the fint diyi.ion of 
the bundred of 1U:1GJ.TIt. county of SlIKIl£Y, Sj- miles 
(w. by 8.) from Reigate. containing 009 inhabitants. 
The Ih'iug i •• di.lCbarged vicarllitl. in the arcbdC!aCOnry 
of Surrey. and dioccae of 'ViuchetJter, rated ill the 
king'. bookll at £1. 8. lit .• ClIdowcd with £200 pri\'Qte 
bcuefactiou, and "iOO royd bounty. and in the patron­
age of the Dean and Caltons of Windsor. The churcb 
ia dcdicatt'd to St. Michael. A Ichool I. mdow~ with 
i.~0 per &IlDum. and is further supported by subKrip­
tin!). 

BETHERSDEN. a parilh in the hundred of CHAU 
and 1.o"O.8l1.looa, lathe of Scau', COQDty of K""T, 
6 milel (w,S.w.) from Ashford. containing lOOl inha­
bitauu, The Ih'ing is a vicvase, bl the archdeaconry 
and diocae of Canterbury, rated. iu the king'. booQ 
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Year, he established a court of Exchequer for the re­
ceipt of the revenue of the kingdom of Scotland. Wal­
lace having laid siege to the town, took pOllsession 
of it, but was unsuccessful in his attempt on thc CBB­

tIe, which was relieve.d by the arrival of a numerous 
army. Edward II., in prosecuting the war against 
Scotland, assembled his army here repeatedly, and madc 
several inroad!! into the enemy's territory. Robert 
Bruce obtained possession of it in 1318, and having 
raised the walls, and 8trengthened them with towers, kept 
it, notwithstanding several attaeks from Edward II. amI 
Edward III., until it surrendered to the latter, after the 
celebrated hattle of Hallidown Hill, in this neighbour­
hood, which took place on the 19th of July, 133~L As 
a frontier town it was invariably t.he first object of at­
tack, on the renewal of hostilities between the two 
kingdoms, and, after repeated surrenders and sieges, it 
was ceded to Edward IV., from whom and his succes­
Elors it received several charters and extensive privileges. 
After having been exposed, during the subsequent reigns, 
to the continued aggressions of the Scots and the En­
glish, it was made a free town, independent of both 
kingdoms, by treaty between Edward VI., King of En­
gland, and Mary, Queen of Scots, !'igned at Greenwich, 
on the part of t.he former, on the 10th of May, and, on 
the part of the latter, at Norham, in the vieiuity of this 
town, on the 10th of June, 1 ri51. It was strongly for­
tified in the reigu of Elizabeth, who placed u garrison 
in it, which was kept up till the accessiplI of James to 
t.he English throne, when its importance as a frontier 
town ceased. During the elvil war in the reigu of 
Charles I. it was garrisoned by the parliament, 

The town is pleasantly situated on the northern 
hank, and ncar the mouth, of the river Tweed: the ap­
proach from the English side is over a handsome stOnt~ 
bridge of fifteen arches, connecting it with 1'weedmouth 
on the south. The streets, with the exception of the 
High street and Hidehill, are narrow, but well paved, 
and light.ed with gas, and t.he houses are in general well 
built: some of the inhabitant!! are supplied with water 
brought into their houses by pipes, from a spring at the 
distance of a mile and a half; the others are supplied 
from p~blic cisterns placed in situations convenient for 
the pUPpOse. The new fortifications, which arc exceed­
ingly strong, have displaced those of more ancient date, 
of which there remain only the ruins of the fortress at 
t.he south-wcst angle of the old town walls, and those 
near the castle. The ramparts afford an agreeable pro­
menade, much frequented by the inhabitants. The bar­
rac.ks for the garrison, on the north-east side of the 
town, form asmalI quadrangle, neatly built of stone; the 
eatablishmcnt consists of a governor, lieutenant-gover­
nor, town-major, town-adjutant, surgeon, master gunner, 
and a few invalid gunners: the buildings are capable of 
accommodating seven hundred men. Connected with 
the barracks are the guard-house, an hospital, and an 
ordnance ·house. A public library was established in 
181i. The theatre, a small neat building, is opened 
annually in summer, The assembly-room. are opened 
on public occasions; and subscription baUatake place 
:regularly during the winter. 

The trade of the port· is somewhat exteallive coast· 
wise; the exports are COrD, wool. ~, herringe, 
pork, aDd egga;the imports are ti.1:alber,deals, staves. 
bon, hemp/tallow. aad blubber. Tk .... ber of vesae1e 

belonging to the port, according to the return ·ma4eto 
parliament in 1~8, was fifty-four, averaging ninety tons" 
burden: the harbour is gnod, but. from the bar at the 
entrance, it is inaccessible to ships of large burden. 
The pier, which has been recently constructed, extends 
nearly half a mile in length; a lighthouse has been 
erected on it, to guard mariners against the rocks 
and shallows by which the navigation is endangered. 
About (~ight hundred men are employed in the fish­
cry: the salmon and trout, which are caught in abun­
danct', are packed in boxes stratified with ice, by which 
tht'y are conveyed fresh to the London and other mar­
kets: a grcat quantity of lobsters and herrings is also 
found herl'. The annual rental of the fisheries has been 
est.imatcd at :£ 10,000, and the !'upply of eggs, which 
are scnt from this 1)lac(' for the use of sugar refiners, 
lias been returned as exct'edil1g the value of :£ 13,000 
per annum, but this branch of the tradc has materially 
diminished. The principal articles of manufacture, ex­
clusively of !>uch as arc ('ollnected with the shipping, 
are damask, di!lper, liacking, sail-cloth, cottou, hosiery, 
carpet8, hats, hoots, !lnd shoes. The market, which is 
abundantly supplied with grain, is on Saturday; and 
there is a fair, for black cattle and horses, on the Friday 
in Trinity wcek; "tatute fairs are also held on the se­
cond Wednesday in May, the Wednesday before Allgu8t 
<J,/)th, and the first Wednesday in November. ~ 

The government, by charter of incorporation granted 
in the reign of James I., i,; vest.(~d in a mayor, recorder, 
lour bailiffH, and an indefinite number of burgesses, 
assisted by a town clerk, ('oroner, timr serjeants at 
mace, and subordinate officers. The mayor, who, with 
the bailiffs, is elected annually nt Miehaelmas, the re­
corder, and such of the burgesses as have filled the office 
of mayor, are justices of the peaee by virtue of their 
office : the freedom of the horough is inherited by birth, 
acquired by servitude, or ohtained hy gift. The corpo­
ration hoid courts of quarter session and gaol delivery 
for the borough, and a court of pleas every alternate 
Tuesday, for the recovery of debts to any amount. A 
court leet is held under th(~ charter, at which a higb 
constable and six pet.ty ('onstabies are appointed. The 
town hall is a spacious, handsome building, with a po,r­
tico offour massive circular column!': of tht~ Tuscan order: 
a portion of the lower part, called the Exchange, is ap. 
propriated to the use of the market; the first story 
contains t.wo spacious halls, and other apartments in 
which the courts are held, and the public business of the 
corporation is transacted; and the upper part is used 118 
a gaol : the whole fonns a stately pile of fine hewn lIton'i!l 
and is surmounted with a lofty spire containing a pe\t 
of eight bells, which on the Sabbath day summon th~ 
inhabitants to the parish church, "'_>blc8n~tb' 
situated in the centre of the High·street;byw~the 
thoroughfare is greatly obstructed. Berwick· was OAe 
of the four Scottish burghs which ancieotly'sent repre­
sentatives to the ,court of the four burgh. in Scotland; 
on being annexed to the kingdom of England. its ~ 
scriptive usages were .confirmed by royjl ch~ •. 1$ 
first sent .-epresetltativetl to the English parU~;fi 
the reign of Henry Vlll., since which tilne iihM._ 
tinuedto return twomemben: the rigbt:qf~~or,.~l. 
vmed in the ~at large, in ·ll1Uil_'.b~" 
thOhalld ;~ • .., and ba.ilift8'Ue'6e,~ 081... ; 'C"'.,.,. . .. " ... ' I.,." "'. 
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• The living is a vicarage, within the jurisdiction of 
the Consistorial Court of Durham, rated in the king'!! 
books at £20, endowed with :£1000 private bcncfaction, 
and £ 1500 parliamentary grant, and in tht' patronage 
of the Dean and Chapter of Durham. The church, de­
dicated to the Hoiy Trinity, is a handsome structure 
in the decorated style of "English architecture; it was 
built during the usurpation of Cromwell, and is conse­
quently without a steeple. Th('re are two places of 
worship for those connected with the Scottish Kirk, 
and one each for Partieular Baptists, Burghers, Anti­
burghers, the. Scottish relief, and Wer;leyan Methodil!ts. 
The free grammar school, founded originally by the cor­
poration, and endowed, in the middle of the seventeenth 
century, by Col. Strother, with the estate of Coldmartcn, 
is under the management of the corporation, who ap­
point the master; he has a salary of £ 80 per annum, aud 
a house and garden, and receives ten shillings per quar­
ter for every scholar who is llllt the :'lOll of a freeman. 
A 8chool for the instructiun uf th(~ sons of burgesses ill 
English, Latin, and the mathematics, was founded and 
endowed by the corporation in 1 79H; to each department 
thcre is a separate master, each of whom, in addition to 
his Ralary, has a house and garden. The Blue-coat 
charity school, in which forty-two boys arc clothed 
and eliucated, was founded by Captain James Bolton, 
in 17"2[), and endowed with £ 800, since augmcntcd by 
various bl'nefactions; the mastcr has a salary of £ 50 pCI' 
annum. The school of industry fur girls, established in 
1819, is suppurted by the ladies of Berwick, and atfords 
instruction to one hundred and six girls. Thcre is also 
a school in eonnexion with the workhouse, in whieh 
about one hundrcd children arc educated; the master 
has a salary of £60 per annum, which is paid out of 
the poor's rate. A pauper lunatic asylum was erected 
in 1813; and there is a dispensary, establisht;d in 1814, 
under the Jlut.ronage of the Bishop of Durham, which 
affords relief to the poor within twelve milcs of the 
town, and is attended by four physicians, thr(1c surgeons, 
and a dispensing apothecary. There are somc trifling 
remains of the castle, and a pent.agonal tower near it, a 
square fort in Magdalene fields, and !lome intrenchments 
on Hallidown Hill. A Benedictine nunnery is stated to 
have been founded by David, King of Scotland, who 
died in 1153; here were also monasteries of Black, Grey, 
White, and Trinitarian friars, and three or four hospi­
tals, but every vestige of them has long disappcared. 

BERWICK.HILL, a towDl.!hip ill the parish of 
PONTltLAND, western division of CASTLE ward, county 
~fNoRTHU)fBERLAND, 9! miles (N.N.W.) from New­
~astle llPcw. Tyne, containing III inhabftants. 
BES~_ township in that part of the parish 

til ,SIJ.,wRUB.ywruch is in the hundred of PIMHILL, 
eouut)" of' S.u.op, Sf miles (S. E. by E,) from Wem, 
con~ng ·t09 illhabitants. 
a..._~~~FO!ID, a .pari.h in the upper division of ~he 

~ 
.. ~. ... ol.PJilR8Roa. Ill. Clounty of WORCESTER, 3 miles 
·.by a)., frcnn.PeB1wre, containing 154 inhabitants. 
,. ,nri~is ,akpotwal CQraCY. annexed to the vicarage =:t. ~~.~ PeJ.8hore, in the archdeaconry and dio­
",or"'Ottoener,f1atecUn the kiDg's books at £8. The 
~i.'~~.to St.Andrew. ~e navigable river 
, .' .i;. . . border of the parlsb. 
II .. , .. .,' .. "GR,a parisb in the hundred of 
~ ... ".~. tJfBaa,K.8, 15 miles (N. w.) from 

Abingdon, containing 130 inhabitants. The living is 
a discharged rectory, in the archdeaconry of Berks, 
and Ilioees(~ of Salisbury, rated in the king's hooks 
at £4. 17. 3!., and in the patronage of W. J. Lenthall, 
Esq. The cburch is dedicated to St. Lawrence. The 
p~rishioners are entitled to participate in the advantages 
ut the school at Appleton, endowed by Sir R. Fettiplaee. 
The old manur-house, furmerly the seat of Lenthall, 
Speaker uf the House of COllllUons in the Long Parlia­
ment, was pulled dowh abuut forty year" ago. Crom­
well, who was a frequent visitor here, usually concealed 
himself ill a room t.o which the unly access was by a 
chair let down aud drawn up with pullies. 

BESSINGBY, a parish in thc wapentake of 
DICKERING, East riding of the county of YORK, <;l! 
miles (s. W.) from Uridiillgton, containillg 8~l inhabit­
antIS. The living il:! a perpetual curacy, in the arch­
deaconry and diocese of York, cndowed with £, 1400 
royal buunty, and in the patronage of H. Hudson, Ef:o!4. 
Tht, church is dedicated tu St. Magnus. 

BESSINGHAM, a Varish in the northern division 
of the bundred of ERl'JNGHAM, county of NORFOLI{, 
fit miles (S,w.) from Cromer, containing 149 inha­
bitants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the 
archdeaconry uf Norfolk, and dioccse of Norwich, 
rated in the killg'" books at £4. 6. 8., and in the 
vatronagc of Visl'Uunt Anson. The church is dedicated 
to St. Mary. 

13ESTllORPE, a parish ill the hundred of SUROP­
HAM, county of NORFOLK, It mile (E. by S.) flum 
Attleuurgh, l:ontainiug 519 inhabitants. The living is 
a diseharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Norfolk, 
and diocese of Norwich, rated in the king'!! bouks at 
£f). 6. 1O~., and in thc patronage of the Earl of Win­
tertoll. The church is dedicated to All Saints. 

BESTHORPE, a chapelry in the parish of SOUTH 
SCARLE, northern divisiun of the wapentake of NEWARK, 
cuullty of NOTTINGHAM, 8 miles (N.N.E.) fron. Ncwark, 
cuntaining 271 inhabitant!!. There is a place of worship 
for Wesleyan Mcthodists. A school is endowed with 
£ 8. 12. per anllum. 

BESWICK, a chapelry in the parish of KILN­
WICK, Bainton- Beacon division of the wapeutake of 
HARTHILL, East ridi,pg of the county of YORK, 6~ 
miles (N. by w.) from Beverley, containing 19'2 inha­
bitants. The living is a perpetual curacy, ill the arch­
deaconry of the East riding, aud diocese of York, eu­
dowed with £600 royal buunty, and in the patronage of 
J. Denison, Esq. 

BE'l'CHWORTH, a parish in the first division of 
the hundred of RElGATE, county of SURREY, 3:1: miles 
(w. by s.) from Reigate, containing 909 iuhabitants. 
The living is a discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry 
of Surrey, and diocese of Winchester, rated in the 
king's books at £7. 8. Ili., endowed with £~oo private 
benefaction, and £200 royal b01mty, and in the pavon­
age of the Dean and Canons of Windsor. The -ch~h 
is dedicated to St. Michael. A school is endowed with 
£ 20 per annum. and is further supported by subscrip­
tion. 

BETHERSDEN, 8 parish in the hundred of CHART 
and LONGBRIDGE, lathe of SCRAY, county of KENT, 
6 miles (w. s.w.) from Ashford. containing 1001 inha­
bitants. The living is a vicarage, in the archdeacoJU') 
and diocese of Canterbury, rated in the king's book~ 
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!It £ 12, endowed with £!lOO pRl'liamentafY, Fnt, and 
lU the patronage of the Archbi!!hop of Canterbury. 
The ch\U'ch is dedicated to St. Beatrice. There is a 
place of worship for PRl'ticu1ar B~ptist8. A. fair i~ held 
here on the lst'of July. A consIderable quq,tity of a 
8)X'Cics of grey marble. used for columnsaad ,the in­
ternal ornaments of various neighbouring churches, is 
obtained in the northern part of the parish. The inha­
bitants are entitled to send six children to the free 
school at Smarden. 

BE'l'HNAL-GREE~, a parish in the Tower division 
of the llUmlred of OSSULSTONE, county of MIDDLESEX, 
2t miles (N.E. hy E.) from St Paul's, cont.aining 45,676 
inhabitants. This very extensive parish. whieh was 
sPvl'red by act of parliament, in 1743, from the parish 
of Stepney, to which it was formerly a hamlet, is 
divided into four districts, called Church division, 
Green division, Hackney-road division, and Town divi­
sion. It is supposed to have derived its name from 
Bathon Hall, the residence of a family of that name, 
who had considerable possessions here in the rdgn of 
Edward I., and from an extensive green, to thc east of 
which is the site of an episcopal palacl\ called Bishop's 
Hall, which is said to have been the residence of 
Bonner, Bishop of London. The popular legendary hal­
lad of the Blind Beggar of BetlmlllGreen, the hero of 
which is said to have been Henry de Montfort, son of 
t.he Earl of LdcefSter, has reference to an ancient cas­
tellated mansion in this parilSh, built in the reign of 
Elizabeth, by John Kirby, n dtizen of London. and now 
conv(·rted into a private lunatic asylum. The houses in 
general are meanly built of brick, and consist of large 
ranges of dwellings, inhabited chiefly by journeymen 
silk-weaven, who work at home for the master weavers 
in Spitalfields, in each of which two or three families 
live, and exercise their sedentary occupation. 'The parish 
is watched, and lighted with gas; the streets are par­
tial1y paved, and the inhabitants are supplied with water 
by the East London Company's works. There is a very 
extensive cotton-factory, besides a large manufactory 
for water-proof hosc, made of flax, without seam, and 
of any length and diameter, chiefly for the ulle of 
brewers and for firemen. A great quantity of land 
in the parish is in the occupation of market-gardeners, 
who raise fruit and vegetables for the London mar­
ket; and there are extensive beds of clay, which is 
much used for the milking of hricks. The fair formerly 
held here has been suppressed, in consequence of the 
riotous proceedings which usually took place during 
itt! continuance. The Regent's canal passell through 
the pari.f!h. This district is within the limits of the 
New Police act, and under the jurisdiction of a court of 
Nqt1ests for the 1'ower Hamlets, for the recovery of 
d.ebtll under 40s. 

The living ia 6 rectory. in the peculiar jurisdiction 
of the Commi88&l'Y of London, concurrently with the 
Conailltorial Court of the Bishop, and in t~ P.B-tronage 
of the Principal and Fellows of Brasen08e Gollege, Ox. 
ford. The church, dedicated to St, Matthew, and 
erected in 1746, is a neat hrick buildill8, ornamented 
with atone, St. JOhn'1I church was OuiltiB 1828, by 
grant from the parliamentary commisaioDeN, at an ex­
"pense of £ 11,688. 18.; it is a handsoDie '~ee of 
IItone, in the Grecian . style ofarchi~~~ with a tower, 
and is capable or accornmodatinc t"Nbthoueand per. 

BET 
sons; one ·thoDflllnd two hundred of the sittings are 
free. There are places of worship for Baptists, Inde­
pendents, and Methodists. An episcopal chapel '\iV8s 
erected, in 1814, by the Society for Promoting Chris­
tianity among the Jews, attached to which are two 
schools, wherein fifty boys and nearly sixty girls are 
maintained and instructed. St. Matthew's school, 
founded in 1771, by the inhabitants, for clothing and 
instruct.ing forty-five boys and forty-five girls, and a 
National schoo} for one thousand children, are sup­
ported by subscription. In 17'2'2, Mr. Thomas Par. 
miter left an estate in Suffolk, now producing £ 25 per 
annum, for the erection and endowment of a free school 
and almshouse in thi!:l parish; for the promotion of 
which lJurpose, Mrs. Elizabeth Cart.er gave the ground 
rent-free for six hundred years, and £10 per annum: 
Mr. William Lee also gave £10 per annum towards the 
maintenance of the 8(:hool; and Mr. Edward Mayhew 
£5 towards the clothing of the children. The incl)me, 
under the manag('lllent of trustees, has greatly im­
proved; there are fifty boys in the school; the master 
has a salary of £50, and the almsvcovle an allowance 
of £ 5 per annum and a supply (If COllI. The alms­
hOllses fowldt'd, in 1711, by Captain Fitlhcr, aud those 
belonging to the companies of Drapers and Dyers, arc 
situated ill thi" parikh. Trinity Huspital, at Mile-End, 
was erected in 16g!l, Oil land, ill thiOi parish, given by 
Captain Henry Mudd, all elder brother of the Trinity 
House, und cndowed, in 1701, by Captain Rohert Sandes, 
for twenty-eight masters of ship:;, or their widows, who 
have eaeh a peeuniary allowance, apartments, uud other 
advantages. The Roman road from the western COlln­
ties of England t.o the ferry over the river ,L(?u at Old 
Ford, passes through the northern part of the' parish. 
Sir Richard Gresham, father of Sir Thomas Gretlham, 
who built the Royal Exchange; Sir Thumas Grey, 
Knt.; and Sir Balthazcr Gerbicr, a celdnuted painter 
and archite(:t, who design cd the triumphal arch for the 
entrance of Charles II. into Loudon, on his restoration; 
were residents at this place. Ainsworth, the celebrated 
compiler of the Latin Dictiouary, kept an academy here 
for some years, and the noted Caslon, who established 
'the celebrated tYJX··fouudry ill Chiswell-street, lived 
here in retircment till his lieeease in 1766. 

BETLEY, a parish (formerly a market town) in the 
northern divisioll of the hundred of PIREHILL, county 
of STAFFORD, 7! miles (w. by N.) from NewC!astle 
under Line, containing 93~ inhabitants. The living 
is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of Stafford, 
and diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, endowcd with 
£600 privat.e benefaction, and £600 royal bounty, and 
in the patl'Qnage of George ToIlet, Esq. The chqrch, 
dedicated to St. Margaret, is an ancient structu1l'e,witn 
a tower, su.ppoeed to have been erected in 171i3-, as that 
date appears on the vane: the nave is separated from 
the aislefl by pillars and plain pointed Rl'cne$ ·ofwood; 
several hand"orne monuments adom the walhl of t1u 
chancel, whichisofll1odern con.~etio:n. Tbere i • .II 

place of worship,for Wesleyan Methodists. Tbe'~ 
illl'emarkablycheerfuland pleasant, and ooutailUllleve. 
ral respectablehO'Wlt8 ~ iu the neighbourhooc1 aleU. 
terurive gardeDs.fromw~h the town ofNew~iI 
811ppUed witll veptables) .fur the cultivation '&)'.;.10\1 
the !rOil ~,~,.\~ted, Co$ leet··.zta·~ 
are held~y '$ .w:l a fair for cattle ~ ,p)lbeIC$l 

. ,JI~ 
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the Slit of Julf. 'H$"e is. charity school with a small 
eildowment. 

BE'M'ERTON, a tything ia. the parish of Locl(­
INGlII, htltldted of W Atoi'TAGE, couaty of BERKS, 21 
miles (E'. 8. E.) from Wantage. The population i. re­
turned with the parish. 

Bll:'ITESHANGER, a pari.h in the hundred of 
EA8TB.Y, lathe of ST. AUGtlSTIN1t, county of KENT, 4 
miles (8. S. w.) from Sandwich, containing 21 inhabit­
ants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the arch­
deaconry and ,diocese of Canterbury, rated in t.he 
king'a books at :£6.4. 4., and in the patronage of 
F. E. Morrice, Esq. The church is dcdicated to St. 
Mary. 

BETI'ISCOMBE, a parish in the liberty of FRAMP­
TON, Bridport division of the county of DORSET, 6 
miles (w. by s.) from Beaminster, containing 6'l inha­
bitants. The living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry 
of Dorset, and diocese of Bristol, rated in the king'! 
books at :£8. 2. 3!., and in the patronage of F. J. 
Browne, Esq. 

BE'ITUS, a parish in the hundred of PURSLOW, 

county of SALOP, 6 miles (N. W.) from Knighton, 
containing 341 inhabitants. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, in the archdeaconry of Salop, and diocese of 
Hereford, endowed with :£600 royal bounty, and 1£200 
parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of the Vicar 
of Chm. The church is dedicated to St. Mary. 

Bl<~'ITWS, a parish ill the upper division of the 
hundred of WENTLLOOG, county of MONMOUTII, 2l 
miles (N. w. by w.) from Newport, containing 76 inha­
bitants. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to 
t}le vicarage of St. W oollos, in the archdeaconry and 
dioeese of Llandaff. The church is dedicated to St. 
David... 

BE1TWS-NEWYDD, a parish in the lower (livi-
8ion of thl~ hundred of RAGLAND, county of MON' 
MOUTH, 4 miles (N. by E.) from trsk, containing 84 in­
habitant.s. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed 
to the vicarage of Llanarth, in the archdeaconry and 
diocese of Llandaff, endowed with :£200 royal bounty. 

BEVERCOA1'ES, a parish in the South-clay divi­
sion of the wapentake of BASSETLAW, county of NOT­
TINGHAM, 2! milell (W.N.W.) from Tuxford, containing 
48 inhabitants. The living is a vicarage, united to that 
of West Markham, in t.he archdeaconry of Nottingham, 
and diocese of York. The church, now desecrated, was 
dedicated to St. Giles. 

BEVERLEY, a borough, 
market town, and the head 
of a liberty, having sepa­
rate jurisdiction, in the East 
riding of the county of 
YORK,9 miles (N.E.) from 
Kingston upon Hull, 29 

'(E.S.E.) fioom York, and 183 
(N.) from London, contain. 
ing 67i8 inhabitants. Thill 
place, &om the woods with 

, :., whieh it wu flllJ"meJ'ly co-
" ,." ,',' ' veted~wlfnudled Deirvxzlde, 

ltfll?1fj~"','~i~" ot"the·Deiri,the ancient inhabitants 
"~ " . \\$ bOutttry. Bf the Suons. probably 

""'M;'beatefi w~hwbieh the river Hun 
'~it was ;-caIW 1kv~a. flom 

whieh its present name is deduced •. About the y~ 10() 
John, Archbishop of York, partly refb11llG.(ldtbe cllQC!h 
dedicated to St. John the Evangeliet, andestabU. 
an orawry, in bonour of St. Martin. These be 811.' 
que~tly ,converted into a monastery, in which, afteJ 
havmg fU~ed the archiepiscopal 8ee of,York for thirty. 
three years, with a reputation for extreme .aw:tity, h. 
spent the remainder of his life in retirement and devo­
tion; and dying iu 121, was canonized by the title of St. 
John of Beverley. In the year 8i7, this monastery W8I 

destroyed by tht' nanell, and, after remaining for three 
years in a state of desolation, was partly restored by the 
monk8. In the early part of t.he tenth century, Athe1-
stan, marching against the confederated Briton!!, Scot8, 
and Danes, caused the standard of St. John of Beverley 
to be carried before his army, and having returned vic­
torious, bestowed many privileges upon the town and 
monastery. He fouuded a college for Secular canons, 
which, at the dissolution, had an establishment consist. 
ing of a provost, eight prebendaries, a chancellor, pre· 
centor, seven rectors, and nine vicars choral, and s 
revenue of :£597. 19.6.; and he conferred on the churd 
the privilege of sanctuary, the limits of which, extendin~ 
for a mile around the town, were marked out by foUl 
crosses, erected at the four principal entrances. Fron: 
this time the town began to increase rapidly in popu. 
lation and importance. About the year 1060, Kinsius 
the twenty-third archbishop of York, built a halJ, near!} 
rebuilt the church, to which he added a tower, and con· 
tributed greatly to its internal decoration .. The JUcmo· 
ry of St. John of Beverley was held in such veneration, 
that William the Conqueror having advanced withill 
seven miles of the town, gave strict orders to his arm}' 
that they should not damage the church; tIle day of hi! 
death was appointed to be kept holy, and the festival 01 
his translation, October 25th, was, in 1416, ordered tc 
be annually celebrated, in commemoration of the battle 
of Agincourt, which was superstitiously tuought to haVE 
been gained through his intercession. At the commence· 
ment of the parliamentary war, the king fixed his head­
quarters at Beverley, and attempted to gain possessioIl 
of Kingston upon Hull, which was then defended by 
Sir John Hotham, who, having subsequently made 
overtures to the king, and entered into a negociatiou 
for surrendering t.he town, fled from Hnll, upon the 
discovery of his intention, and was made prisoner "t 
Beverley, which had fallen into the hands of the par­
liamentarians. 

The town is situateci at the foot of the W old/il, .bout 
a mile from the river Hull, and consists of several epa­
cious streets, in which are many handflome well-built 
hOllses: the approach from the Driffield road is re­
markably fine, having, particularly on the north-east 
side, many elegant buildings, and terminating in an an· 
cient gateway, which leads into the town. The atreeta 
are well paved, aud the inhabitants are amply suppliell 
with water: the air is salubrious, and theenviroru 
alford agreeable walks. The races are held annually 11: 
June, on Hum meadow, about a mile distant, ov. whicl 
a commodious stand has been erected. The theatre W~ 
built in 1805, assemblies are held periodically m. a euit! 
of rooms' fortbat pUt'pOfle. The trade it! in _,.COl'11 
oatmeal, malt and tanned leather. and, has beea patlJ 
extended by meana of a canal" called Bev~rley • .Beck 
conat.ructed, Wlder an act Qf parliament, ill .l7~7, aw 
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connecting the town with the river Hull: a considerable 
quantity of bone lace is also made. The market is on 
Saturday: the market-place occupies an area of four 
acres, in the centre of which is a stately crpsa ,sup­
ported on cight pillars, each of one entire stone .... "Fairs 
are held on the Thursday before Old Valen~'s day, 
Holy Thursday, July 5th, the Wednesday be"fm-e Sep­
tembm. i5th, and November 6th, chiefly for horses, 
homed cattle, and sheep, and on every alternate W edDe8~ 
day there is a great market for sheep and homed cattle. 

The government of the bo­
rough, by charter of Queen 
Elizabeth, is vest.ed in a 
mayor, recorder, twelve al­
dermen, and t.hirteen bur­
gesses, assisted by a town­
clerk and subordinate offi­
cers: the mayor and bur­
geSIle8 are elected annually, 
and the aldermen are cho­
sen by a majority of their 
own body, as vacancies 
occur. The freedom of t.he Corporate Seal. 

borough is ·inherited by the SOIlS of freemen, if born 
within the liberty, acquired by sC'.rvitude, or obtained 
by purchase: among t.he privilcgps which it conveYfI 
are, exemption from toll and custom in every town 
or port in England, and the right of depasturing 
twelve or thirteen head of cattle, at a trifling cOllt, 
on four large pastures, containing about one thousand 
aerea. The corporation have the power of trying for 

, capital offences, but do not exercise it; they hold 
courts of session for the borough and liberty which 
latter comprisCi the townships of Molscroft, Stockhill 

I 'with Sandholme, Thearne, Tickton with Hull-Bridge, 
. Weel, and. W oodmansey with Beverley - Park, and 

part of the township of Aike, all in the parish of St. 
John; and a court of record is also held, called the 
Provost court, which takes cognizauce of all pleas, 
except those respecting titles to landed property. A 
court of requests is holden nnder an act passed in the 
ilst of George III., the powers of which were extended 
by a subsequent act, in the 46th of the same reign. 
whereby debts under 1£5 are recoverable. The guildhall~ 
or, ItS it is here called, the Hallgarth, is a neat building. 
containing, in addition to the apartments in which the 
public businetJ8 of the corporation is traIl8acted, a court. 
room in which the general quarter sessions for the East 
riding are beld, and a registrar's office. The honae of 
correction is a small neat building, about half a mile 
from the town. The elective franchise was conferred in 
the reign of Edward I., but was not exercised from the 
end of that reign till the 5th of Elizabeth, since which 
time the borough has continued to return two member. 
to parliament: the right of election is vested in the 
freemen generally, whether reaident or not, the number 
of whom is 'about one tlJousand four hundred j the 
mayor is the retuming officer. 

Bevel'leyoomprhres the pari_hesot St.lehn. St. 
Marti.,St. Mary, .and St. Nicholas, all withia. the ,arch~ 
deacQDl'!1,of'the Ept. riding, and diocollO of 'YOl'k: the 
pariah of.·St. John extende ,iDto the nOl'them divilion 
ef the wapeatabof Holderneae.. It· .... 'tunneriy 'the 
head.:"of • peoWiu" ,tmd o.empt juiadiCtioa, under the 
pIOY_. oftbeeoUegiate. churteh,.hicla expired at ~he 

dissolution of mOnasteriell .. The livtng of St.lohn'. '8~ 
a perpetual curacy. with that of St. Martin's anited., 
endowed with ,6200 private benefaction, and MOO 
royal bounty, and in thepat~nage ef the M.yor and 
CQrporation. The church, anciently belonging, to the 
monastery of St. John, and stU! called the Kinater. 
was almost entirely rebuilt in 1060, by Kinsius, Arch~ 
bishop of York. In 166', some workmen opening a 
grave in the chancel, diseovered a .beet of lead, tlll.­
veloping some relics, with an inscription in Latin, 
purporting that the ancient church having been de. 
stroyed by fire, in 1188, .earch was made for the re~ 
lics of St. John of Beverley, which baving been found, 
his 'bones were again deposited near the altar. It ia 
not known at what precise period the present church 
was built, though probably it was in t~e early part of 
the reign of Henry III.; it is a venerable and spacious 
cruciform structure, in the early, decorated, and later 
styles of English architecture, with two lofty towers 
at the west end. Though combining these several 
styles, it exhibits in each of them such purity of com~ 
position, correctness of detail, and elegance of execution,' 
as to raise it to an architectural equality with the finest 
of the cathedral churches, to which it is inferior only 
in magnitude, The west front is in the best character 
of the later style, and the nave and transepts are of the 
early English, of which the fronts of the north and south 
transepts arc pure specimens. The choir is partly in 
the decorated style, with an exquisitely beautiful altnr, 
screen, and rood-loft, whicb, though unequalled in 
elegance of design and richness of detail, has been con­
cealed by one of very inferior composition, put up 
within the· last century: the east window is decorated 
with stained glus, which has been c(}llect(~d from the 
other windows, and skilfully arranged: near thc altar 
is the seat of refuge, formed of one entire stone, with 
a Latin inscription, offering an asylum to all criminals 
who should flee to this sanctuary; and on an ancient 
tablet are the portraits of St. John of Beverley and 
King Athelstan, with a legend recording the monarch's 
grant of freedom to the town. In the choir there js 
a superb and finely executed monument to the memory 
of one of the Percies, and in the north transept is a 
fine altar-tomb, both in the decorated style. The livi~ 
of St . .Mary's is a vicarage, with those of St. Nicholas 
and Holme on the Wolds united, rated in the king'. 
books at £ a. 2. 8., and in the patronage of the Crown. 
The church is a higbly interesting structure, and con­
tains fine portions in tbe various styles of architecture, 
from the Norman to the later English: the towers llt 
thew..tem end are finely pierced, and the octagonal' 
turreta flanking the nave are Iftrikingly elegant: the 
roof of the chancel, which is in the decorated .~ '* 
richly grained, and the piers ·and archet.re well·.p~~ 
portioned I there are some interesting mOMmlents, and' 
a fine foDtin the later style. The· churChetofSt. 
Martin &ad St. Nicllolas ~ve long ~ce gone to ,~,~ 
There are placet of WonhlP for Baptilte,'the ~·ot 
Frieo"'~ Independents, . and Primitive ~W~, 
Methodists. ,. . ' .. ' ... , 

The ~ ·,1Cbool Ja of uncertain'oriJi~~ .. 
it apJM!U'I to have e:deted ~'8 remote ,~.'~ ~~: 
~t i.e .botmGtetba £10 .per ..... ,~~.: 
WM,,~ja"l_''b)' Dr. Mitca1t:;"~~*~,, me'" 'WitIl.:·~w ~~'O per __ .,,* .. ~ 
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beft,:M.t'* - .... , aD.d one of li:>;O per annum by 
~;'~I ·in whomtbe man.-.eDt is vested I 
ib_ .... ue,akl as <a II8lar1 to the master, who re­
ee'iVelt dO .... p6!amlUCD. from each of the scholars, 
and Ita. 'thepr.lviJege of taking boarders. There are 
thrtle tKiholarshiptiOf .0.18.4. per annum each, found­
ed ~ l)r •. MetcalfJ one of _6 per annum by William 
Coatu;,Eeq.,inHJ8i; two of £B, at St. John's College, 
Cambridge, fO'Ulied by Dr. William Lacey, in 1670; 
one of £20 ,at Corpu Chrilti, or St. John's, Colleges, 
Cambridge, founded by Dr. Green, Bishop of Lincoln; 
in 1778, who bequeathed I. U)OO for that purpose, or to 
tb8 charity school j and ,one of I. 5 by Margaret Ferrer, 
~ a'student at the lattercoUege. The Blue-coat charity 
school was establillhed by lubscription, in 1709, for the 
maintenance, clothing, and education of poor children; 
the annuaHncome,arising from subsequent benefactions, 
is at present about i.126: there are ten boys in this 
establishment, with each of whom, on leaving school, an 
apprentice fee of 1.3 is given. There is also a school, 
founded in 1804, by Mr. James Graves, who endowed 
it with stock in the Navyfive per cents., producing 1.84 
per annum, in which two hundred children of both 
sexes are instructed, the boys on the Lancuterian, 
and. the girls on Dr. Bell's, system. Almshouses for 
four aged widows, each of whom receives lOs. per 
Ulonth, were rounded and endowcd by Mr. Thwaite Fox, 
in 1886. Almshouses also for thirty-two widows, who 
receive a weekly allowance of 5,. each, were founded by 
Mrs. Anne Routh, in 1721, and endowed with estates 
now producing £615 per annum; thc matron receive! 
two shillings and sixpence, and two nurses two shil­
lings eaCh, per week, in addition to their regular allow­
ance. An hospital, containing fourteen apartments, 
was fOlmded in 1712, by Mr. Charles Warton, who en· 
dowed it with property now producing about £400 per 
annum, for fou.-teen widows, who have a weekly allow­
ance of 48. each. There are also unendowed almshouses, 
erected by the corporation, comprising twenty-six tene­
meats, the occupiers of which receive a portion of va­
rioU$ bequests for charitable uscs. Sir Michael Warton, 
Knt., in 17i4, bequeathed £'000, as a perpetual fund 
for keeping tbe minster in repair; and Mr. Robert Ste· 
phenson, in 1711, ldt an estate, now producing from 
1.'10 to i.,100per annum, for the maintenance of "Non­
cODf'ol1lliat preachU!g mmilters." Alfred of Beverley, a 
moJl.kWlt his~ ·of the twelfth century, is supposed 
to lave .bee)1 born here; Dr. Jahn Alcock, Bishop of 
Ely, ,and .founder of Jesus' College, Cambridge; Dr. 
F'18b~" ~i8hop of Rochester, a mart)'T to his religious 
t~. iutho ~gn of Henry VnI.; and Dr. Green, 
B~'¢ J;4D.cob;l, aD elegant scholar, and ODe of the 

,.' .... .~ .Athenian Letter., p\lblisbed by Lord 
. ~tivu .of . this to"N1l. 

pariah in the upper division of 
.m!~"'_.!~)f 1l11l.~P:LIIY. ;conaty .of GLOUOBBTEI1, !a 
......, ................ , ............... ~ ... "l1illtbl!l1'V, COIl~uh\g 160 inhabit.. 

!"~"'''~~114'"~,.l&orr. wi. the perpetual en­
the ~coury awl 

in the king's boob at 
_.~I.;"!'IIPI.ka( the (lrorw... '.£'be churQb 

. of the source. of ~he 
.'_IDIII"".!,\n "Which also there ate 

,ho\lStl1ll, H~~ 
.. hy Tho~j ~rd 

Berkeley, in the reign of Edward III., which, ~ .. re.­
peatcd sieges, was taken and burnt in the early part of 
the parliamentary war. It is a noble ruin overgroW)), 
with ivy; and its chapel, still perfect, hu a beautiful 
arched roof, a fine window, and an elegant sbrine of 
tabernacle-work on the right hand side of the altar. 

BEW ALDETlI, a joint township with Snittlegarth, 
in the parish of TORPENHOW, ALLERDALE ward below 
Darwent, r.ounty of CUMBERLAND, 61 miles (N. E. by 
E.) from Cockermouth, containing, with Snittlegartb, 
97 inhabitants. 

BEWCASTLE, a parish in ESKDALE ward, c(lunty 
of CUMBIII1LAND, comprising the townships of Bailil" 
Belbank, Bewcastle, and Nixons, and containing 1213 
inhabitants, of which number, IRR arc in the township 
of Beweastle, 19 miles (N. E.) from Carlisle. The living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Carlisle, 
rated in the king's books at £2, endowed with £800 
parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of the Dean 
and Chapter of Carlisle. The church is dedicated to 
St. Cuthbert. In the churchyard there is a curious 
antique cross, composed of a single stOlle, bearing in­
scriptions which have been variously interpreted, and 
some curious devices, which are supposed to bc cmMe­
matical of the conversion of the Danes to Christianity, 
and commemorative of the death and interment of 0111' 

of their kings. There is a place of worship for Presby­
terians. The rivers },even, or Line, and Irthing, have 
their sourccs in this parish. Limestonc, COIU, and lead­
ore are obtained here. In the 7th of Edward I. license 
was granted to John Swinbllrn to hold a market and a 
fair. There are two schools in the parish, which are 
partly supported by subscription. This was a Roman 
station, of which there are some traces, and many coins, 
inscribed stones, and other relics of Roman occupation 
have been found: the Maiden-way passed through the 
parish. Bueth Castle, a fortress built by Bueth, Lord 
of Gilsland, soon after the Ccmquest, was occupit~d by 
a border garrison in the reign of Elizabeth, and, in 
1641, was demolished by the parliamentarians: some 
vestiges are still visible, and there are various relics of 
antiquity in the vicinity, which abounds also with pic­
turesque scenery. Thert~ arc two mineral springs, one 
with a sulphureous impregnation, the other chalybeate; 
and at Low Grange, a quarter of a mile to the east 
of the church, is a petrifying spring. 

BEWDLEY, a borough, 
market town, and chape1ry, 
intheparishofRIDDEt!POI1D, 
having separate juri.diction, 
locally in the lower division 
at' the hundred of Dodding­
tree, county of W OllCESTER, 
14 miles (N.W,) from Wor­
ccster, and 122 (N. W.) from 
London, containing 87\15 
inhabitants. Thisplace,from 
the pleasantness of its situ- Seal a.nIl Arll\ll. 
atiOD, and the beautyofthesurro1l9ding scenery,anciently 
obtained the appellation of Beo" lieu, of which it. pre­
sent name is a cOl'l'1lption. In the ISth of HewyW 'J . 

a pet,ition was' preeented to parliament from .the men {If 
"Bmtowe" and Glouccster, prayirag that· they might 
navigate the river Severn without beiug tNb;eCltto new 
taxes levied by the men ·ofBeaullley. At <'this tbRe 
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Bewdleyappears to have enjoyed many privileges, corder, deputy J'eCOl'der (who is uwa1ly the ~W1l Clerk), 
among which was that of sanctuary for pe1"80DB who and twelve capital burgesses. ThebaUilf, .... h.o ill_ 
had Mled blood: it was formerly extra~parocliia1, but, coroner and clerk of the madr.et. the late bailift', aI;ld 
by letters patent granted by Henry VI., wuannexed to the recorder, are justices of the peaee: the freedom of 
the parish of Ribbesford. Edward IV. gave the inha- . the borough i. obtained only by gift. The cOl'}Xmltion 
bitants a charter of incorporation in the tWelfth year of hold a court of sesBion annually, in whicb tbe balli', 
his reign; and Henry VII. erected a palace here fOT the late bailiff, and the recorder,preside; a court of 
his son Arthur, in which that prince was married by record for all pleas, and for the recovery of debts under 
proxy to Catherine of Arragon, and dying soon after at £ 100, in which the bailif, or, in his ab~nce, a deputy 
Ludlow, his corpse was removed to this town, where it appointed by him from among the capital lJurgeslles, 
lay in state previously to interment in the cathedral and the recorder, preside; and a court leet, at which 
church of Worcester. Bewdley, formerly included constables and other officers are appointed: The town 
in the marches of Wales, was, by an act of parliament hall is a neat building of stone, erected in 1818; the 
pas!!ed in the reign of Henry VIII., added to the county front is decorated with six square. pilasters lJupporting 
(If Worcester. During the civil war in the reign of a pediment, in which are the arms of the family of 
Cr.arles I., that monarch, who had been driven from Lyttelton; under the hall is the entrance into the mar­
Oxford by the parliamentary forces, retired with the ket-place, which has an arcade on each side for stalls, 
remnant of his army to this town, where he encamped, and an open area in thc centre; at the extremity are 
in order to keep the river Severn between him and two small prisons, one for malefactors, the other for 
the enemy. Whilst staying here, he was attacked by debtors. The elective franchise was conferred by 
a part.y of Scottish cavalry, when several of his officers, James I., since which time Bewdley has returned one 
and seventy men, were made prisoners. In these attacks member to parliament: the rigllt of election is vested 
the palace was greatly damaged, and was subsequently exclusively in the bailiff and burgcsses, thirteen in num­
·taken dov:n; the site is now occupied by a modem bel'; the bailiff is the returning officer. 
dwelling-house, and not a single vestige of the original The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeacon­
ediflce can, with certainty, bc traccd. Thf' more ancient I"Y uf Salop, and diocese of Hereford, endowed with £8 
'Part of the town was built at a greater distance from per annum, the revenue of a dissolved chantry which 
the river, and the street called Load-street is supposed formerly existed here, and in the patronage of the 
·to have been the place wherc the inhabitants loaded Rector of Ribbesford. The chapel, a neat stOllC edifice 
their boats: there were formerly four gates, two of at the upper end of the street leading from the bridge, 
, ... hich were standing in 1811, but they have since been 'Was erected in 1748, by means of a lIubscription among 
tmtirely demolished. the inhabitants, aided by a brief, and the Rev. Thomas 

Bewdley is beautifully situated on the western Knight, rector of Ribbesford, principally contributed to 
bank of the river Severn, over which a light and elegant the erection of the tower. There are places of worship 
stone bridge was erected ill 17Q7: the main street, for Baptists, the Society of Friends, Wesleyan Metho­
leading from the bridge, diverges right and left, but dists, and Unitarians. The (ree grammar school, 
extendsfurtbcllt in the latter direction; it is indifferently founded and endowed in 1591, by William Monnox, or 
paved and Dot lighted. Thc houses are in general well Mormoye, and further endowed in 1599, by Humphrey 
built, and of respectable appearance; and several of Hill, was made a royal foundation by charter of JameS I. ; 
them, erected at differcnt elevations on the slope of the endowment, augmented by subscquent benefactions, 
the hill rising from the bank of the river, with well produces a salary of £26 per annum to the master, 
'Cultivated gardens, and tastefully disposed pleasure who has also a house rent-free. A collection of books, 
grounds, present an appearance truly picturesque: the the gift of the Rev. Thomas Wigan. is deposited in 
inhabitants are amply Impplied with water; the air is the lIchool, under tbe care of the master, and the ree­
salubrious., and the surrounding scenery richly and tor of Ribbesford, for the use of the clergy and laity 
pleasingly diversified. Some years since, Bewdley was in the neighbourhood. The Blue-cuat school, for thirty 
a place of considerable trade, having two markets and boYI and thirty girls, is supported bJsubscription. 
four fairs, and for a long period was the mart from AhrishoUICs for six aged men, fOWlded by Mr. Sayer, 
which the neighbouring towns were supplied with gro- of N~tlestead, in the county of Suffolk, and endowed 
eery and other articles of consumption; but .. in con- widJ. £8.0 per annum, were rebuilt in 116S,by Sir Ed .. 
sequence of the recent construction of a canal from watd Winnington, Bart., member for the ~ 
Stourport to Stourbridge, that portion of its trade hall Burlton'. almshouses, for fourteen aged womea..\9In 
~ diverted to other towns. The manufacture of fouaded·andendowed in 1645; and eiglltotber,." 
woollen capl, known by the name of Dutckcaps. mu.ses were erected and moderate11.~ i.D. 1693~ 
wu introduced here in consequence of the p1agtte pre- by l4r. ThomaaCook. John Tombea,a ee1tbrated bibli~ 
vliiling' -at Monmouth, where it had previously been .cal aitic of the eeventeenth ceat\U'f, faaci lUcluri 
carried on, and, being encouraged by legi&tive .enact- Willis, Biebop.of Wiaehester, and, ..... aipal f~ of 
menta' in the relgn- of Elizabeth, it CODtinued for 8()IDe tlite.Society • for bomoting CbriMi-.Know!edae,,.. 
timeie,ftotirjlh, but has now declined.. and the trade i. utiv. of this toWD.., ..... . . " • 
pri1\clpa11y in malt. tbe tanning of leathert ,..ad . the BEWERLEY • .a' tcnmIhip in that part of:tlle'" 
m~:o('emnbe. The muketlaan Saturd.ay:&irll rlsll,. lU:NN ,~iI ill thewwer dl.V~;."ithe 
are 'heldoa AprU.'l3rd, luty Uth; 61ld December 10th 'WaPeD&ake ,of.O~~r~ "ridiDg 'of · ... a... . "'\, 

: ..... ', ' 11th. c.~egovWmnent·of •• borDagh. ""Cbarier~'Oa~. 1~1. l aUet(lf .. J "".".).£rom ~. ' .. ' .".' :." .'. ....... ........ '. Sj'l1eorpontiGilanated by , .... I., qd, ~ by 1_,,~ •. "."lty.aboaa;jla',;n6!, 
QtteeaAntle, is ··VIIited,m • baUiJr"'iUsbsteward, .""W.~,~_~to.~""':l· 



BEX 1.)7 DIe 

BEWICK (NBW), • toWDlbip in .the parish of 
£GloIJ(GRAJl,nortbern division of COQUJIITDALE ward, 
eouDty of NoaTBUIIID1D'&1.AND, 7:f: miles (S. E.) from 
Wooi«, containing 98 inhabitants. 

BBWICK (OLD), a township in the parish of 
BGLINGRAM, northel'll division of COQUETDALE ward. 
county of N.oIlTBVMBJllaLAJ(D, 7 miles (S.E. by E.) from 
Wooler, containing i47 inhabitants. Here was an­
ciently a chapel, dedicl«ed to the Holy Trinity, the 
ruins of which are situated a little to the north·west of 
the village~ On Bewick hill is an encampment of a 
• emieircular form, with a double rampart; and at Hare­
up-bum, half a mUe.eastward, is another, supposed to 
have been an outwork: they were probably constructed 
by the ancient Britons, and were afterwards occupied by 
the Romans. 

BEXHILL, a parish in the hundred of B}j:XHU.L, 
rape of HASTINGS, county of SUSSEX, 5* miles (w. by s.) 
from Hastings, containing 1907 inhabitants. The living 
is a vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Lewes, and diocese 
of Chichester, rated in the king's books at £24. 10. 2L 
and in the patronage of the Bishop of Chichester. The 
church is dedicated to St. Peter. The hundred of Bcx­
hiD'ls a franchise in the enjoyment of privileges similar 
to those possessed by the franchise of Battle. There 
are several chalybeate springs in the parish. 

BEXINGTON, a hamlet (formerly a parish) in the 
liberty of BINDON. Blandford (South) division, though 
locally in the parish of Abbotsbury, hundred of Uggs­
combe, Dorchester division of the county of DORSET, 
1 mile (N. w.) from Abbot-sbury, with which the popu· 
lation is returned. The living, which was a rectory, 
was, in 145.1, annexed to that of PunckuoU; and the 
chnrch, which was dedicated to St. Giles, and stood on 
the sea-shore, not far from the ruins of Abbotsbury 
caBtle, has long been desecrated. 

BEXLEY, a parish partly in the hundred of LESS­
NESS, but chiefly in the hundred of RUXLEY, lathe of 
SUTTON at HUNE, county of KENT, 3 miles (w.) from 
Dartford, . containing 2311 inhabitants. 'fhe living is a 
vicarage, in the exempt deanery of Shoreham, the whole 
of which is within the peculiar jurisdiction of the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury, rated in the king's books at 
i. 18. 4. 7., and in the patronage of Viscount Sidney. 
The church is dedicated to St. Mary. In the reign of 
Elizabeth, the manor belonged to Camden, the cele. 
brated antiquary, who bequeathed it in trust to the 
Master and Fellows of University College, Oxford, for 
the foundation and endowment of a professorShip in 
hinory. A. National school for the instruet.ioll of sixty 
bo,-. ,~d8ixty girls was eetablished in 1809, and is 
I1Ipporied,by voluntary subscription and an endowment 
of ,i.8 ,..-·«DaUQl: there are also almshouses for twelvt" 
~.:nEl Right Hon. Nicholas Vansittart, on reo 
tir.bm 'ha the chancellorship of the Exchequer, was 
~~ ~t, March 1st, 1823. 
"' .... &IX.' W., .... N.&.,"~.' .•. ·pin.the paris~ of KH'I1TSPOllD, 
~ '~i.V~JlU)"" county palatme of C~U!:STEIl, 
1. :.U(i\,~j .... ) .. ,ftym Nether Knutliord, containing 49 

c '. ,",', ,~{ 

:,,::<;. .., .. ..~~; ... _ in t~e hundred of CUCK-

'W . .t •. -..... :.:.fIf .... , .•. '.,~._ .. ,.,'i'o. ". ":'. 1 Dl11C.(E.) from J?ownh,am­, "/',' , .. :~;.i,Dhabitant8., The living 18 a 
.,.,., ))_iltlle~eacon." of Norfolk. 
•• . i ~. , .ftWl in the kllllf'S boob at 

£7. 11. 8., and in the patronage of the Bishop of Ely. 
The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is built of rag-stone 
obtained in the vicinity. Henry III. granted to William 
de Bexwell permission to hold a market on Thursday, 
and a fair on Whit. Monday. 

BEYTON, otherwise BEIGHTON, a parish in the 
hundred ofTHEDWE8TRY, county of SUFFOLK, 5! miles 
(E. by S.) from Bury St. Edmund's, eont.aining 238 in­
habitants. Th,.. living iff a dit!l:harged rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of Sudbury, and diocc!le ot Nor.Jkh rated 
ill the king's books at :£4. 3. 9., and in the pat;onage 
of the Crown. The church is dedicated to All Saints . 

BIBURY, a parish comprising the chapelry of Win­
son, in the hWldred of BltADL.~Y, and the tythings of 
Ablington and Arlington, in the hundred of BRIGHT­
WELL'S BARROW, county of GLOUCESTER, Sf miles 
(N. W.) from Fairford, and containing 990 inhabitants. 
The living is a vicarage, within the jurisdiction of the 
peculiar of the vicarage of Bibury, rated in the king's 
books at £ 13. 1. 5!., and in the patronage of E. Cres­
well, Ebq. The church is dedicated to St. Mary. Thomas 
Tryon, author of a curious work, entitled "The Way to 
Health, Long Life, and Happiness," published in 1691, 
was a native of this place. 

BICESTER, a market town and parish in thc 
hundred of PLOUGHLEY, county of OXFORD, 12l miles 
(N .E. by N.) from Oxford, and 55 (N.W. by w.) from 
London, containing 2544 inhabitants. This place, by 
the Saxons called Burenceaster and Bernacea$ter, both 
implying a fortified place, is suppoljed to derive its name 
either from its founder, Birinus. a canonized Saxon 
prelate, or from Bernwood, a fore~t in Buckinghamshire, 
on the verge of which it is situated. A priory for canons 
of the Benedictine order was fowlded in 1182, and 
dedicated to St. Eudburg, by Gilbert Basset, Baron of 
lIaddington, and his wite, Oglean Courtliey, the revenue 
of which, at the dissolution, was :£ 167. 2. 10. In 1:355, 
a royal license was granted to Nicholas Jurdan. warden 
of the chapel of St. John the Baptist, for the esta­
blishment of an hospital for poor and in1irm people, 
but the design does not appear to have been carried 
into execution. During. the civil war in the reign tlf' 
Charles I., the inhabitants suffered by repeated ex­
actions levied on them by both parties, and, in 1643. 
a skirmish took place, in which the royaliste were 
defeated and driven through the town. Bicester; whidl 
is divided into the townshipe of King's-End, and Market. 
End, part of the latter being in the parish of Cavers­
field, is eituated in a valley, on.the banks of a tributary 
stream which falls into the river Cherwell at blip; it is 
handsomely built,and amply supplied with water. Two 
book clubs have been established, one by the clergy 
resident in the town and neighbourhood, the other by 
the inhabitants. The manufacture of leather slippers is 
extensively carried on, and the female inhabitants are 
employed in making bone lace: the towuis noted for 
excellent malt liquor. The market is on Friday j and 
fairs are. held on the Friday in Eastet week, thefint 
Friday in June, August 6th, anll the third Fl'w.yin 
npr,ember; there are also statute fairs on the ~I!t.three 
Fridays after Micbaelmas. The COUllty<ltnagi6tea 
hold. their petty sessions here for the !2 .. ~.liY. 
iug is a discharged vicarage, in the ..., and 
diocese of Oxford, rated in theking's booka.&t £16, 
and in the patronage of Sir G. P. Turner, BIfL. The 
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church, dedicated to St. Eadburg, was rebuilt in 1400, 
on tht~ site of tht' former ediflce: it is a spacious struc­
ture with a lofty square tower; the interior contains 
many interesting monuments and some alltique sculp­
tures. There is a pla(~e of worship for Weslelan Me­
thodists. A school for the instruction and clothing of 
thirty boys is supported partly by subscription, and 
partly by the dividends on £ :\.000 stock, given in 1811 
by Mr. Walker, in fulfilment of the intention of his 
deceased father, out of which, £ 14 per annwn is given 
in moieties to a Sunday school in connexion with the 
established church, and to a similar institution for the 
children of dissenters. Lands producing £200 per an­
num, and a few minor charitable bequests, are appro­
priated to the relief of the poor. In making some 
excavations, in 1819, the foundations of the conventual 
buildings belonging to the priory, a vast mass of sculp­
tured fragments, pieces of painted glass, and other relics, 
were discovered. 

BICKENHALL, a parish in t.he hundred of ABDlCK 
and BULSTONE, county OfSOMERSl~T, 5i miles (S.E. byE.) 
from Taunton, containing 215 inhabitants. Thc living 
is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the rectory of Staple­
Fitzpainc, in the archdeaconry of Taunton, and dioccse 
of Bath and W cUs. 

BICKENHILL (CHURCH), a parish in the Solihull 
division of the hundred of HEMLINOFORD, county of 
W,ARWlCK, 4 miles (N. E.) from Soli hull, containing, 
with Lyndon and Marston Quarters, 6411 inhahitants. 
The living is a discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry 
of Coventry, and diocese of Lichfield aud Coventry, 
rated in the kiug's books at £7. 17.3., and cndowed 
with £ 1000 parliamentary grant, aud in the patronage 
of the Earl of Aylesford. The church is dedicated to 
St. Peter. The Warwick and Birmingham canal passes 
in the vicinity. Here was anciently a castle, the sit.e of 
which is now occupied by a farm-houKe; aud a beacon 
fonnerly etood where the church now is. 

BICKER, a parish in the wapcntake of KIRTON, 
parts of HOLLA.ND, county of LINCOLN, 1" mile 
(N. E. by N.) from Donington, containing 627 inha­
bitants; but, with the extra - parochial liberties of 
Coppin-Sike and Ferry-Corner, 644. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry and diocese 
of Lincoln, rated in the king's books at :£15, and in 
the patronage of the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln. 
The church is dedicated to St. Swithin. There is a 
place of worship for WesleyliUl Methodists. The school 
has a smaIl ~ndowment for the instruction of children. 

BICKERSTAFFE, a township in the plrish of 
OaMSKIRltj hundred of WEST DEB.BY, coUnty palatine 
of LANCASTER, 3:1: miles (S. E.) from Ormekirk, con­
taining 1212 inhabitants. Coal is obtained in this 
township. 

BICKERTON, a township in the parish of MALUS, 
hj~her division of the hundred of Baoxl'oN, county 
palatine of CHJl:STEIl, +l milee (N. N. E.) fronl Malpas, 
contailling 870 inhabitants. On the eummit of fI. hill, 
in this township, there is an intrench:ment called 
Maiden Castle • 

• CKEJtTON, 'Q township in the part6.of ROTU­
WRT, w~ division of COQUETD;U& _il.eounty 
of NOaTH~.BEJU.A.N», 4! miletl (w. by •. ) .fi!tnn Ruth­
bUry, containing 18i8habitfmbl'. lIen is a school with 
an endowment of" abOut i. 20 per ADmtm. ' . 

BICltERTON, a township in the parish" Gf BILTON 
ainsty of the city, and East riding of the ooanty, OJ 
YORK, 3i miles (E. N. E.) from Wetherby, containi~ 
149 inhabitants. 

BICKINGTON, a parish in the bundred of TEIGN· 
BRIDGE, county of DEVON, 31 milell (N. E.) from Ash· 
burton, containing 801 inhabitants. The living ill a per~ 
petual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of Aahburton, ill 
the peculiar jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter 01 
Exeter.' There is a place of w!>rship for Wesleyan Me· 
thodists. A fair for cattle is held on May 14th. Thm 
are two small endowed schools. 

BICKINGTON (ABBOT'S), a parish in the hun· 
dred of BLACK TORRINGTON, count.y of DEVON, 9 mile! 
(S. W. by w.) from Gr~t Torrington, containing 75 
inhabitants. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the 
archdeaconry of Totness, and diocese of Exeter, en· 
dowed with £ 200 private benefaction, i. 600 royal 
bounty, and £300 parliamentary grant, and in the pa' 
tronage of Lord Rolle. The church, dedicated to St. 
James, has some remains of ancient stained glass. 
Limestone, a kind of hard blue stone used in build, 
ing, and marble, are obtained in the neighbourhood. 

BICKINGTON (HIGH), a parish in the hundred 
of NORTH 1'AwToN with WINKLEY, county of DEVON, 
7* miles (E. by N.) from Great Torrington, containing 
748 inhabitants. The living is a rectory, in the arch­
deaconry of Barnstaple, and diocese of Exeter, rated in 
the king's books at £29. 1. 6., and in the patronagt: 
of the Rev _ W. Stawell. The church is dedicated to 
St. Mary. A school was endowed wit.h £10 per annum 
by Gertrude Pyncombe, in 1740. 

BICKLEIGH, a parish in t.he hundred of HA Y­

RIDGE, connty of DEVON, 41 miles (s. by w.) from 
Tiverton, containing 273 inhabitants. The living is a 
rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Exeter; 
ratt-d in the king's books at £lH. 4. !Ii-, and in the pa­
trollage of Sir H. Carew, Bart. The church is dedi· 
cated to St. Mary. The navigable river. Exe here re­
ceives a small stream called the Dart, and is crosKed 
by a bridge near the point of jUlletion. Bamfylde 
Moore Carew. styled King of the Beggars, was born 
here, in 1693, of a respectable family, his father being 
rector of the parish; and hither he returned, at the 
close of his extraordinary wanderings, where he died 
in 1158. 

BICKLEIGH, a parish in the hundred of RODO­
ROUGH, county of DEVON, 7 miles (N. N. E.) from Ply­
mouth, containing 457 inhabitants. The living is a vi­
carage, with the perpetual curacy of Sheepstor annexed" 
in the archdeaconry of Totness, and diocese of Exeter, 
rated in the king'lI books at £11. 4. 7., and in tbe.:pa. 
tronage ofRaIph Franco, Bart. The Plymouth rai""a, 
passes' along this parish. Here is a charity school; • 
an almsho1llle for six widows. 

BICKLEY, a tOW1l8hip in the parish 01.. :MA.UAI, 
higher division of the hundred of Bnox'l'ON. ·C01Dlty pa­
latine of CIDlSTJtBj' 8i miles (E. N. E.) from Malpaa, 
containing 481 inhabitants: There is a place of 'WOr, 
ship for Wesleyan Methodist.. On the 18th of Jul~ 
1651. about a q~ of·an acre of el$vated gmud, 
~vm5d withfull~_ft trees, sunk suddeQil" .~ •• 
th~ nolte·to,. ~ .;depth below the .~;~ 
theftl'toundiJ:l« pound, tkt even the,~;~~~ 
ttees were not .·v1lible, hoif their total ~on iu 
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water: the water has long been dried up, and the 
chasm, called the Barrel-Fall, from being situated on 
the Barrel farm, i. now qUite dry. In a field adjoining 
this ftu'm,two tllblets of copper, bearing an inscription 
importing that eertain privileges were thereby granted 
by Trajan to some veteran soldiers serving in this 
island, and now deposited in the British Museum, were 
discovered in 1819. , 

BICKMERSH, a hamlet in that part of the parish 
of WELPOR» which is in the Stratford division of the 
hundred of BARI.ICBWAY, county of WARWICK, 5fmiles 
(S. by E.) from Alcester, containing, with Little Dor­
singoon, 61 inhabitants. 

BIOKNELL, county of SOKBRSET .-Se.e BICKEN­
HALL. 

BIOKNOLLER, a parish in the hundred of WILLI­
TON and FRBEMANNERS, county of SOMERSET, 13~ miles 
(w.byN.) from Bridg-water, containing 251 inhabitants. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of 
Taunton, and diocese of Bath and Wells, endowed with 
:£.900 private benefaction, and :£400 royal bounty, and 
in the patronage of the Dean and Chapter of Wells. 
Two fortifications, named Trendle Castle and Turk's 
Castle, together with the ruins of a beacon, occupy the 
lIummit of an eminence near the village j and a variety 
of Roman coins has been found in the vicinity. 

BICKNOR, a parish in the hundred of EVIIORNE, 
lathe of AYLESFORD, county of KENT, 4! miles (8. w.) 
from Milton, containing 53 inhabitants. The living is 
a discharged red.ory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of 
Canterbury, rated in the king's books at :£5. 10., and 
in the patronage of the Crown. The church is dedi­
cated to St. James. 

BICKNOR (ENGLISH), a parish in the hundred of 
ST. BRIAVELLS, county of GLOUCESTER, 3!- miles (N.) 
from Coleford, containing 534 inhabitants. The living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Glou­
cester, rated in the king's books at :£ 13. 6. 8., and in 
the patronage of the Provost and Fcllows of Queen's 
College, Oxford. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, 
stands within the area of an ancient fortification, thc 
fOllie belonging to which may still be traced. This pa­
rish lies within the forest of Dean, on the eastern bank 
of the Wye, opposite to Welch-Bicknor, and contains 
Inines of coal and iron: the neighbourhood produces a 
considerable quantity of apples, particularly of that kind 
from which styre cider is made. 

BICKNOR (WELCH), a parillh in the lower divi­
lion of the hundred of SKENFRETH, county of MON­
MOUTH, locally in the lower division of th(~ hundred 
ofWorme1ow, county of Hereford, 1 Iniles (S. by W.) 
from llOBlI, containing 113 inhabitants. The living is a 
diacharged rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of 
Beftfotd.. rated in the king's books at :£.4. 6. S., and in 
tbepattoDage of the Crown. The church, dedicated 
t9St. Marpret. contains an antique chalice, said to 
have bet brought into Europe with the Saracens; the 
lid 'ill 0{ _tea *11"", aud it bears other evidences of 
hiIl1~ •.. .u~d, a private mansion about 
W'&. ,...4& ,,,ia· a Roman Catholic chapel; and 
....... "'*'-. tOat Beary V.was nursed there, ~ tb&-. .,. '(loQn" of Ball_bury, who, accordiag 
.'.:"'''~. ill "presented by a recumbent = ... :U:-., ~'.~. ., 'i_1I.I'd1,. The parish it almoat 1I'Qr. 
. . " .'-':ttNr W)lle.' . ,'. 

BICKTON, n chapelry in the parish of ST. CHAD, 
within the liberty of the borough of SHREWSBUR.Y, 
county of SALOP, 3! miles (N.W. by w.) from Shrews­
~u:r. !he population is returned with the parish. The 
hvmg IS a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of 
S~op, and diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, endowed 
WIth £200 royal bounty, and :£200 parliamentary 
grant, and in the patronage of the Rev. Thomas 
Stedman. The nav!Wdble river Severn runs through 
the chapclry, which 1'1 also intersected hy the Roman 
Watling-street, 

BICTON, a parish in the eastern division of the 
hundred of BUDLEIGH, county of DEVON, 3t miles 
(w. S, w.) from Sidmouth, containing, with a portion 
of the tything of Rawleigh, '204 inhabitants. The liv­
ing is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and dioces(~ of 
Exeter, rated in the king's books at :£ l2. 13.4" and in 
the patronage of Lord Rolle, The church is dedicated 
to the Holy Trinity. According to Mr. Polwhele, the 
possessor of the manor of Bicton is obliged to H find a 
county gaol." 

BIDBOROUGH, a parish in thc hundred of WASH­
LINGSTONE, lathe of AYLE8FORD, county of KENT, 3 
miles (S. W.) from Tonbridge, containing 19"2 inhabit­
ants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the arch­
deaconry and diocese of Rochester, rated in the king's 
books at :£5. 4. 4!-, endt)wed with :£'200 private bene­
faction, and :£200 royal bounty, and in the patron­
age of the Rev. W. Gay. The church, dedicated to 
St. Lawrence, has a wide Norman doorway. There arl' 
snme chalybeate springs in the parish. 

BIDDENDEN, a parish in the hundr(~d of BARCLAY, 
lathe of SCRAV, county of KENT, 5 miles (E. by N.) 
from Crallbrooke, containing 1544 inhabitants. The 
living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of 
Canterbury, rated in the king's books at :£35, and in 
the patronage of the Archbishop of Canterbury. Th(~ 
church, dedicated to All Saints, is a fine ~ructure ill 
the later style of English architecture, with an em­
battled tower and turret. This place was once tilIllOUS 

for its clothing trade, now entirely decay(!d. Fairs for 
Welch cattle are held on Old Lady-day and Novem­
ber 8th. John Mayne, in 1566, bequeathed a SlID} for 
the erection of a school-house, and endowed it with a 
rent-charge of :£ 20. 3. 4" which ill applied for teaching 
twelve boys. An annual distribution of bread and 
cheese to the poor parishioners takes place on Easter­
Sunday, the expense of which is defrayed from the 
rental of about twenty acres of land, the reputed be­
quest of the Biddenden Maids, two sisters of the 
name of Chulkhurst, who, according to an unauthen­
ticated tradition were born joined together by the 
hips and shoulders, in the year Il()O; and having 
lived in that state to the age of' thirty-four, died within 
about six hours of each other. To perpetuate the 
remembrance of this extraordinary circumstance, cakes, 
bearing a corresponding impression of the figures of 
two females, are given, on the same day, to all Who 
apply. Hasted, coinciding in the general opinion of the 
fabulousness of this tale, states that the print on the 
cake& is of modern origin, and considers the land to 
have been given by two maidens named Preston. 

BIDDENHAM, a parish in the hundred of WILLEY, 
county of BEDFORD, 2!- miles (W. by N.) from Bedford, 
containing 393 inhabitants. The living is.a discharged 
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vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Bedford, and diocese 
of Lineo}n, rated in the king'a books at £8, endowed 
with :£400 private benefaction, and i.600royal bounty, 
and in the patronage of Viscount Hampden, The 
cburch is dedicated to St. James. 

BIDDESCOTE, a township in that part of the 
parish of TAMWORTH which is in the southern division 
of the hundred of OFll'LOW, county of STAFFORD, 1 mile 
(s. s. w.) from Tamworth, containing 70 inhabit.ants. 

BIDDESHAM, a parish in the hundred of BEMI'­
STONE. county of SOMERSF:T, 3 miles (W. by s.) from 
Axbridgc, containing 136 inhabitants. The living is a 
perpetual curacy, in the peculiar jurisdiction of the 
Dean of Wells, and in the patronage of the Dean and 
Chapter thereof. 

BIDDESTONE (ST. NICHOLAS and ST. PETER), 
a parish in the hundred of CHIPPENHAM, county of 
WILTS,4i miles (w.) from Chippcnham, containing 414 
inhabitants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of Wilts, and diocese of Salisbury, rated 
in the king'!! books at :£2. 18.4., and in tIle patron­
age of the Warden and Fellows of Winchester College. 
The church contains a monument t.o the memory of 
Edmund Smith, A. M., a poet of some repute, who 
died in thi5 neighhourhood ill 1709. 

BIDDLESDON, a parish ill tht: hundred and county 
of BU(:KINGHAM, 3! miles (N. E. by E.) from Bra(!klcy. 
coutaining 17'5 inhabitants. The living is a perpetual 
roracy, in the archdeaconry of Buckingham, and diocese 
of Lincoln, endowed with £'200 private bi,ucfaction, 
and £ ZOO royal bounty, ami in th(~ patronage of Mrs. 
Verney. The church is dedicated to St. Margaret. An 
abbey of Cistercian monks was founded here in 1141. 
the revenue of which, at the dissolution, was £ 142. 1. 3. 
In 1315, Edward II. granted to the convent a market 
on Monday, and a fair on St. Margaret's dny. 

BIDDLESTON, a township in the parish (If AI.­
Lt:NTON, western division of COQUETDALE ward, county 
of NORTHUMBERLAND, 7-! miles (N. w. by w.) from 
Rothbury, containing 166 inllabitallts. Tht' manor was 
granted. in 1212, to Sir Walt.er Selby, KIlt., and has 
t'\'er since continued in the posscssion of his descend­
ants. King James beld this ancient family in such high 
estimation that he bestowed the honour of Knighthood 
upon five of its members. The manor-house, a cnm­
modious stone building of modern erection, occupies 
the summit of a gentle declivity, commanding, ,on the 
south, a fine prospect of the vale of Coquet. 

BIDDULPH, a parish in the northern division of the 
hundred of PIREHILL, county of STAFFORD, 31 milcs 
(s. E. by,g.) £rom Congleton, containing 1666 inhabit­
ants. The living is a discharged vicarage, in the 
archdeaconry of.Stalforcl, and diocese of Licbfield and 
Coventry, rated in the lUng's books at :£4. 9. S" en, 
dowed with £400 private benefaction, £'lOO royal 
bounty, and i. 900 parliamentary grant, and in the pa­
troaage of J . Bateman, Esq, The church is dedicated 
to St. Lawrence. On Biddnlpb moor tbereis a plaL'C 

. of 'Worship for Wt!IIleyan Methodists. The pariah con­
tains coUieries, manufactories for cotton and earthen­
wnre, and iron-worb. It :is in the honour of Tntbury, 
ducby of LancaSter, and within the juriadictioB of a 
court of· pleas held ato'l'utbory every third "l'u.esday, for 
the recovery of debta 11114. 40.. Betel. Udlool with 
an end.owlu.ent of abouti£l~"'" .annm. 

\~ 

BIDEFORD, a sea-port, 
incorporated market to\\'11, 
and parish, having separate' 
jurisdiction, ,loc.a1ly in the 
hundred of Shebbear, coun­
t.yof DEVON, 39 miles (N. 
W. byw.) from Exeter, and 
201 (W. by s.) from Lon­
don, containing 4053 inha­
bitants. Tllis place, called 
also Brltheford. of which its 
modern appellation is a va- , Real. 
nation, derives its name from being situated near an 
ancient ford on the rivm' Tortidge; It was a town oj 
Borne importance in the time of the Saxons: in early 
records it is styled a borough, and in the reigns of 
Edward I, and II. returned members to parliament; 
but the burgesses having pleaded inability to supply 
the usual pecuniary allowance to their representatives. 
this distinction was withdrawn. In 1271, Richard dt~ 
Grenville, to whose ancestor Bideford was granted in 
the reign of William Rufn~, obtained for it a markH 
and a fair; and, in I5H. Queen Elizabeth incorporated 
the inhabitants, and madc the town a free borough. 
From that time it rapidly increased a@ a place of trade. 
aitd the expeditions of Sir Walter Raleigh to Virginin. 
and of Sir Richard Grcnville to Carolina, estahlished 
the basis £If its foreign commerce. During the civil 
war in the reign of Cbarles I., two small torts were 
erected on the banks of the river, and a third at 
Appledore, which were garrisoned in the int('rest. of the 
parliament, until they were taken for the king by-Col. 
Digby, after the battle of Torrington. September ~nd. 
1643, who soon after entered this town, which had been 
evacuated hy the parliamcntary troops. ]<'rom this pe­
riod till the beginning of the eighteenth century, Bide­
ford was in its highest prosperity. The weaving (If silk 
was introtlue(~d in 1650, and, after the revocation of 
the edict of Nantes, in 1685, many French Protestants 
settled in the town, and established the manufacture of 
silk and cotton; a great quantity of wool was imported 
from Spain, and, in 1699. it!! trade with Newfoundland 
was inferior only to that of I.onuon and Exeter: from 
]700 to J755, the imports of tobacco exceeded those of 
every port, except London. 1'he town is situated on 
the river Torridge, which in spring tides rises to the 
height of eighteen, feet above the level of high water 
mark: the greater part is built on the acclivity of it!': 
western bank. and is connected with that on the eastern 
side by a noble stone bridge of twenty-four arches, of 
sufficient span to allow free passage for vessels of sixty 
tons' burden. The bridge was erected in theearlypal't of 
the fourteenth t.'CIltury, by a subscription raitedin the 
counties of Devon and Cornwall, under the *pices of 
Grandison, Bishop of Exeter, who, being inftuenced. by 
a dream of Gomard, .the parish priest, grantedmdul. 
genC!!S to all who. should contribute to tM wo:k:1n 
eBtate, called the Bridge esta.te, for keeping it in repair, 
is vested intrusteel;'Who are a body Mrpo~ and" • 
a common .eal. The town consist. prin~paUy of two 
apaciousstreetsir=ed and lighted ;thehoM._ .. 
,in general iudi . bu'lit, many til ·tlma beiur··Gf 
ti_tIer andbrlek~ <,~ OVtll', tboaabthele':ae 
lIOIIle of .1n01e ~~nee :\:tJaeiuJqi-* 
are .aanply wpplle4 _~. .&I~.'.a;"lo-
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oore rendertl Bideford n place of resort for compl!lly 
freqnenting tbat watering-place: there are uI'semhly­
rooms on the quay. The port, including within its ju-

. ri$diction the harb0\U'8 of CloveUy and Hartland, and a 
convenient station for wind-bound vessels, carries on a 
considerable colonial .and coasting trade: the exports 
are.sails, cordage,' and articles of general RutJply to the 
fiSheries of Newfoundland, oak;bark to Ireland, apples 
to Scotland, earthenware to Wales, and com and flour 
to Br1stol; the imports are timbt'.r from America ami 
the Baltic, and L'Oal from Bristol aud Wales. The river, 
in spring tides, is navigable for vessels of three bun­
dred tnns' burden, alJ far all the bridge, two miles and a 
half above which it is connected, by means of a sea­
lock, with the Torrington canal. The quay, one thou­
'sand two hundred feet in length, and of proportionate 
breadth, has been greatly improved by the corporation; 
it is very convenient for loading and unloading, and is 
accessihle to ships of cOllsiderable burdcn. The num­
her of vessels ·belonging to the port, aecording to the 
return of 1828, is ninety-nine, averaging a burdcn of 
ninety tons', the majority of which are employed in the 
coasting trade: there are also ou~~ hundred and sixty 
licensed boatlii engaged in the fishery. Ship-building is 
extensively carried on: during the latt~ Will', several 
frigat,cs were launched at this port, and there are eight 
or ten dock-yards, in which smaller vessels are built. 
The principal~ articles of manufacture are ropes, sails, 
and common earthenware; there are also several tall­
yards, and a small lace-manufactory. The market days 
nre, Tuesday for grain, and Saturday for pro~i8ions: 
fairs are held on February 14th, July Hlth, and Novem­
,her 13th. The government, hy charter of incorpora­
tion granted in the 16th of Elizabeth, and confirmed and 
extelided in the 7th of James 1., is vested in a mayor, 
recorder, seven aldermen, and ten burgesscs, assisted 
by a town clerk, two serjeants at mace, and subordinate 
officers. The mayor (who is chosen by the corporation 
on the 21st of Septembe.l'), the recorder, and one of the 
aldermen (who is annually elected for that purpose), 
are justices of the peace; a chief constahlc, and twelve 
petty constables, are appointed annuo.l1y by tbl! mayor. 
The corporation hold a court of general st'saion quar­
terly, a court of petty session monthly, and a court of 
record every third week, for the recovery of debts to 
any amount. The town hall, erected in 16gH, is a lleat 
and commodious building; undenleath are two prisons, 
one for malefactors~ and the other for debtors: a hand­
some hall was erected in 1158, for the trustees of the 
Bridge estate, with a school-room adjoining. 

The living is a rectory, in the arohdeaconryof Barn­
I!taplt,and diocese of Exeter, rated in the king'!! hooks 
lrt £~7.7.ll.> and in the patronage of Lewis William 
,BUek. Eaq., The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is a 
~aciCrits . crucifOrm 8tructure, in the early style of 
l~Qjlillb architecture S within are a handsome stone 
IJtreen,'· a Normm fODt;and lome interesting mo­
n~; '''rhM 1Re. places of worship for Baptists, 
1~,.d;W'El81eyan Methodists. The free 
. ~~B)ol 'remote foundation: it was re­
~ia'16l1~ .• ajAn 1689. was endowed by Mrs. 
S~~;.withaa estate of £gOO value, a 
~""""~(hfOl' the master with money 
~1~'6e' •• "df.Jtim_ on the estate: there are 
.'~-'rt»Ie>bo __ ·the. foundation, who are 

,.VQJ..t 
'/ \'.\/,:' 

nomiuated by the rorporation. A charity school for 
reading. writing, and arithmetic, is supported by the 
trnstel's of the Bridge cstate; and II National school, in 
whieh one hundred ilUd fift.v boys, and one hUlldred and 
tift.y girls arc taught, be~ide8 other schools for the 
children of disseuters, arc supported by 8ubscriptinn. 
Almshouses in Maiden-st.reet. for seven poor families, 
w~re erected in 1646, hy Mr. John Strange, alderman of 
BHleford j nml nu hOl:;pitaJ ill the Old town, for twelve 
poor families, was huilt pursuant to the will of Mr. 
Henry Amory, who dkd in 166:1. In IH10, Mrs, Mar­
g~ret New~oml~len left 11 cOllfoliderablc fuud for I)oot' 
dissenters III thiS and tlll' neighbouring pari~h('", Mine!! 
of eulm and black miueral paint arc t<:.\md ill the vici­
nity. Sir Richard Grenville. who was a nutiw of this 
town, distiuguished himself in li'J91, in an aetioll fought 
near the island of Florelii, with a Spanish fleet. ('on~i8t­
ing of fifty-three sail, and teU thousand mell, haviufI; 
only his own ship., and ('tH' hundred and eighty men-, 
notwithstanding this inferiority of t(Jrc(', he gallantly 
repulsed the enemy fiftl·t'n tillles, destroyed four of tlll'ir 
ships, and upwards of one thouRand men, nor did he 
surrender till he had spent all hil:l ammunition, and 
then only OIl honourable terms. Thomas StucIey, all 

eceelltrie character, the suppo;;ed original of Sterne'~ 
Captain Shandy j Dr. John ShehlJcare, 11 noted poli­
tieal writer, born ill 1709; the Rey. Zachary Mudge, 
a learned divine, and master of the grammar school; 
were also natives of this place. Ilt~C\('Y. author of the 
"Meditation!;," was curnk here from liaS till 1742. 

BIDFORD, a parish (formerly a market town) ill 
the Stratford division of the hundred of BARLICHWAY, 

county of WARWICK, 4 miles (s. by K) from Alcester. 
comprising the hamlets of Barton, Broom, and Marl­
dift, and containing 1219 inhabitants. The living il' 
a discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry and dioel~se 
of 'Worcester, rated in t.he king's books at £ i. 10. 7 ~" 
endowl~d with £ 80,0 parliamentary grant, and in thc pa­
tronage of Lady Skipwith. The ehurr:h IS dedicated 
to St. Lawl'encl'. This place stands OIl the nortlwrn 
bank of the navigable river Avon, aud the river Arrow 
runs t.hrough th(~ parish, ill which there are several 
stolle quarries. The market was held on Friday, but it, 
has long be('n discontinued. 

BIDICK (SOUTH), a township ill the parll:,h of 
HOUGHTON Ie SPItING, northern division of EASING­

TON ward, county palatine of DURHAM, 6~ miles (S. W. 
by w.) from Sunderland, containing 167 inhabitants. 
The tlllfortunate James Dnmlllloud, commonly ealled 
Duke of Perth, sought Ull asylulll here after tlll~ re­
hellion of 1745, where he lived concealed until his 
death in 1782. 

llIDSTONE. a parish in the lower division of the 
hundred of WIRRALL, countypalatillc of CUES'I'Ell, 
comprising the ehapelry of Birkcnhead, and the town­
ships of Bidstone with Ford, Claughton with Grangt', 
Moreton,· and Saughall-Massey, and containing 101~ 
inhabitants, of which number, 251 are in the ~wll!;hip of 
Bidstunc with Ford, 94 miles (N.) from Great NC!'toll. 
The living is a perpetual eura(:y, in the archllcacrJnry 
Wld diucese of Chester, endowed with £200 and. £~5 
per annum pri vatc benefaction, £ 200 royal bounty, and 
£1300 parliamentary grant, and in the patronage of 
·the Bishop of Chester. A lighthouse, standing on an 
elevated site in this townshill, was l)urchased by the 

t Y 
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torporation of Liverpool, uuder an act obtained in 
1762, and is supported by a duty levied on aU vessel. 
sailing to or from that port. A school is endowed 
with I. S per annum, and a house and garden for the 
master. 

BIERLEY (NORTH), a chapelry in the parish of 
BRADFORD, wapentake of MORLEY, West riding of the 
county of YORK, ':2 miles (S. E by s.) from Bradford, 
containing 6070 inhabit.ants. The living is a perpetual 
curacy, in the archdeaconry and diocese of York, en­
dowed with 1.1800 parliamentary grant, and in the pa­
tronage of Mis8 Currer. The chapel lately received 
an addition of three hundred and twenty free sittings, 
toward defraying the expense of which the Incorpo­
rated Society for the enlargement of churches and cha­
pels granted £200. There are extensive iron-works 
within this ehapelry, and throughout the entire parish 
the woollen manufacture prevails to a very considerable 
extent.. 

BIERTON, a parish in the hlmdred of AYLESBURY, 

county of BUCKINGHAM, 1~ mile (N. E. by E.) from 
Aylesbury, containing, with the hamlet of Broughton, 
620 inhabitants. The living is a vicarage, with the 
perpetual curacies of Quarrendon and Stoke-Mandeville 
annexed, in the peculiar jurisdiction and patronage of 
the Dean and Chapter of Lincoln, rated in the king's 
books at £20.10. The chureh is dedicated to St.Jamei>. 
t\. school is endowed with £ 10 per annum; and Mr. 
Hill, in 1723, gave property, directing the proceeds to 
,e applied in clothing poor men, and in educating and 
lpprenticing children. 

BIGBURY, a parish in the hundred of ERMING­

rON, county of DEVON, 3i miles (s.) from Modbury, 
:·ontaining 536 inhabitants. The living is a rectory, in 
lhe archdeaconry of Totness, and diocese of Exeter, 
rated in the king's books at £28. 1. 11., and in the 
patronage of P. Browne, Esq. The church is dedicated 
bo St. Lawrence, The parish is bounded 1m the east by 
the river Avon, which falls into Bigbury bay, an inlet 
Ilf the English channel, the navigation of which is 
somewhat dangerous: the coast is indented with several 
coves, which afford ('onvenient retreats for smugglers. 

BIGBY, u parish in the southern division of the 
wapentake of YARBOROUGH, parts of LINDSEY, county 
l)f LINCOLN, 4,! miles (E.) from Glandford-Bridge, con­
taining 190 inhabitants. The living is a rectory, in 
the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated in the 
king'l! books at £ 18. 10. 10., and in the patronage of 
Robert C. Elwes. Esq. The church is dedicated to All 
Saints. 

BIGGE'S, or CARLISLE'S, QUARTER, a township 
in the parillh of LONG HORSLEY. western divisionoi 
MOlt'PETH ward, county of NOJLTBUKBSR.LA.N.n. con· 
taining 262 inhabitants. 

BIGGIN, a township in that" part of tbe,psrish of 
WULXSWOltTH which ill in the hundred of AP'PLZTJLJJ:E" 

county of DERBY, 61 milea (E. by N.) from'A:ahbo1lftl" 
containing UiO inhahitants. This place is iathe ho~ 
nour of Tutbury, duchy of La.IlcaMer, and within CJ:..'l 
jurisdiction ofa court of pleas b«!ldat Tat"'" every 
third Tuesday, for the :recovet7 of debts .1lIUieF 408. 
Here wu fOl'lDerl.y a church, or chapel, btIt forlllU&lly 
years nat even,:the site of it hubee 1mowJl. 

B:lGGlN, a ·towaship in the pariIIh of lUu..F •• 
TON"~Y withiuthe liberty of ST. PeTER of Y01lK. 

E..t riding, and partly in the upper division of the ws­
pentake of B.UtttSTONE-AsH, West ridiag,of the county 
of YOltK. 6l miles (W. N. w.) from. Selby, containiDg 
164- inhabitants. The plant teasel (Dipsacu • .Fidlcmum), 
used in dressing wooUen cloth, is aaid to have been first 
cultivated here in this county. 

BIGGLESWADE, a market toWn and parish in the 
hundred of BIGGLESWADl!:, county of BZDP.ORD, 101 
miles (E. S.E.) from Bedford, and.5 (N.N, w.) from 
London, on the road to York, containing, with the 
hamlet of Holme with Stratton, 2778 inhabitants. This 
town is pleasantly situated on the river lvel, which ill 
crossed by two st.one bridges, and whiCh, by act of 
parliament, has heen made navigable to its junction 
with the Ouse, whereby the neighbourhood is supplied 
with coal. timber, and various articles of merchandise. 
A considdble part of the town was destroyed by fire 
in 1185, to which circumstance its improved condition 
flnd handsome appearance may be attrihuted. The 
houses are uniformly built of brick, the air is pure and 
salubrious, and the inhabitants are amply supplied with 
excellent water from numerous springs. The environs, 
abounding with elegant villas and picturesque scenery, 
present a pleasing appearance. The making of white 
thread-lace aud edging affords employment to a consi. 
derable part or the female population; but the town 
uerives its principal support from being situated on the 
north road, whence the continued traffic it cnjoys. The 
market, which is on Wednesday, is considerable for 
grain: fairs are held on February 13th, the Saturday in 
Easter week, Whit-Monday, August 2nd, auu November 
8th, for horses and liv(! stock of every kind. The town 
ill within the jurisdiction of the county magistrates, 
who hold a petty lellsion for the hundreds of Biggles 
wade, Cliftou, and Wixamtree. . •. 

The living is a discharged vicarage, in the peculiar 
jurisdiction and patronage of the Prebendary of Biggles­
wade in the Cathedral Church of Lincoln, rated in the 
king'li books at £10. The church, dedicated to St. An­
drew, and formerly collegiate, is an ancient and vener­
able structure, in the early style of English architec. 
ture; the chancel was rebuilt in 1467) by John Reeding, 
Archdeacon of Bedford. whose anns are carved on some 
ancient wooden stalls in the north aisle. A chantry be­
longing to the guild of the Holy Trinity was anciently 
f01Jllded in the church, the revenue of which,at the dis­
solution, was £7. There arc places of worship for Bap­
-tists and Wesleyan Methodists. Sir John Cotton, in 
l1i6, bequeathed it 1800 for charitable uses, directing it 
to be laid out in the purchase of lands, two-ninth. of 
the rental of which were to be given as a salary to a 
schoolmaster, who, together with tbe boys, is nominated 
by the lord of tbe manor, and olle-ninth to ,the vicar of 
the parish: the proceeds are about £86 pet'. anuum J 
twelve boys are taught gratuitously. TAeze . is also an 
cndowmeat .0£ f, 13 a year,giveD. by Edward. Peake, in 
1755, foIotbe inatl"Uction of eight ~ children. In 
.1170, a reUo" earthen pot, contaiaing three ~ 
gold coins oftbe reip. of Henry VI~, was discovued Jill" 
• plaaghmaa. in a field near the manor-boule itbey' 
were ather luget ie 4tam.eter than a balf.erown, ... 
twenty gniDa" in··weightthan a gui~.Qa tlle. 
WNe /IifU a ehip, witb.1ille figure .0£ .. ~ .adIUJQr, 
~:in euehuad a'f'WOrd, and iIl·the ~ .~ 
OIl whiQ ·were , ....... ~ .1II'IDl ~,:1t ... _ 
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France; on the side of the ahip was a lion paflsant, be­
tween two fteurs de lis :on the reverse was a cross be­
tween four lions ,PB88aot, crowned with the legend. " J UU8 

.,em traruiel'&l per medium il101V"~ ibat." 
BIGHTON, a parish in the hundred of BISHOP'S 

SUTTON, Alton (North) division of the county of 
SoU'l'HAIIlP'OOI'l, 1" mile (N. E. by E.) from Ncw AIres­
ford. containing 231 iahabitants. The living is a rec­
toJ'Y. in the uchdeaoonry and diocese of Winchester, 
rated in the king's books at £19.8. Ii., and in the pa­
tronage of the Duke of Buckingham. The church is 
dedicated to All Saints. Bighton is within thc juril>uic­
tionof the Cheyney Court held at Winchester every 
Thul'Iday, for the recovery of debts to any amount. 

BlGLANDS, a joint township with Gamclsby, in 
the parish of' AIKTON, ward and county of CUMBER­
LAND, 4 miles (N.) from Wigton, containing, with Ga­
melsby. 191 inhabitants. A sulvhureous spring was 
discovered here about 1775, the water of which is much 
used for cutaneous complaints. 

BIGNALL-END, a township in the parish of AUD­
LEY,northern division of the hundred of PIREUILL, 
county of STAFFORD, containing 308 inhabitants. 

BIGNOR, a parish in the hundred of BURY, rape of 
AR'1NDEL, county of SUSSEX, 5! miles (8. by E.) from 
Petworth, containing 138 inhabitants. The living is a 
rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Chichester, 
rated in the king's books at :£8. S. 6!., and in the pa­
tronage of the Crown. The church is chiefly in the 
early English stylc, but has some decorated portions 
intermixed. There are vestiges of a Roman pavement 
at a short distance eastward from the village. 

BILBOROUGH, a parish in the southern division 
of the wapentake of BROXTOW, c.ounty of NO'CTING­
HAM, 4 miles (W. N. w.) from Nottingham, containing 
291 inhabitants. The living is a discharged rectory, in 
the archdeaconry of Nottingham, and diocese of York, 
rated in the king's books at :£3. 12. 6 .• and in the pa­
tronage of T. Webb Edge, Esq. The church is dedi­
cated to St. Martin. Here are some coal-works. The 
hamlet of Bl'Oxtow, in this parish, was anciently n place 
of considerable importance, having given name to the 
wapentake. 

BILBROUGH,a parish in the ainsty of the city. 
and East riding of the county, of YORK, 4:!- miles 
(N.E.) from Tadcaster, containing 260 inhabitants. The 
living i. a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry and 
dioCCl8e of York, and in the patronage of T. L. Fairfax, 
Eeq. Thomas, Lord Fairfax, the celebrated parlia­
mentary general, who died in 1611, was interred in the 
churckhere. A school is endowed with about £15 per 
.. "unn, for the instruction of twenty-two children. 

BILBY, a joint township with Barnby-Moor. in 
that p81"t;of the parish of BLYTH which is in the Hat­
ieW.,divilion of the wapentake of BASSETL.l w, county 
of)g0:ltIJfOa.K. 4i Ifliles (W. N. w.) from Eut Ret. 
fOrd. 'l1\epopWatio" is returned wit,h Barnby-Moor. 
,~i1'ON,w JULSON, a parish (fornlerly a 

........ ~) .in· the lptDdred of C08FORD, county of 
Svn~·:l""~(W.N. w.) ·from Ipswich, and 66 
:{K;JI'i.N.l;~ Londcn, containing 814 inhabitants. 
..... "i ... ~".ia the vchdeaconry of Sudbury. 
bel ~,of Nmvtoh, tated. in the king's book.- at faa. ~."I8i.. __ tbe ~ of the Rev. Cb~rle6 
~;ii.: .,,"h, dedicatecl to St. Marr. 18 a 

handsome spaeious stnletur~. There is a place of )Vor­
ship for Baptists. The manufacture of blankets and 
woollen cloth was formerly carried on here; but at 
prcsent the chief employment of the inhabitants con­
sists ill gpinning yarn. The market, now disused, was 
held on Wednesday: there are fairs on Ash-Wednesday 
and Holy Thursday. In 1535, a schoul-house W8I! given 
to the parish, but the name of the donor has not been 
preserved. 

BILHAM, a township in that part of the parish of 
HOOTON-PAGNELL whieh is in the northern division 
of the wapentake of STIlAn"ORTll and TICKHILL West 
riding of the county (If YORK, 7 miles (w. N. w.) from 
Don(:aster, coutaining 74 inhabitants. Strata of coal 
and lime!ltone, and a kind of !:land used in the foundries 
at Rotherham and SheHield, exist here. 

BILLERICAY, a market town and chapclry in tht> 
parish of GRRAT BURSl'EAD, hundred uf BAIISTADL1:, 
county of ESSEX, 9! miles (S. s. W.) from Chelmsford, 
and 24 (E.N.E.) from London. The population i~ re­
turned with the parish. The name, anciently Bdt/LCII, 

is of wlCcrtain derivation, and of the history of th .. 
place, few particulars of importance are recoru!'l!. 
:From the discovery of Roman unl!'! containing bones, 
glass vessels, and other relics, and from the traces of a 
Roman valIum and ditch at Blunt's Walls, nearly a mile 
distant., this place appears to have been not unknown to 
the Romans, who had probably a station here, though 
the exact site has not been ascertained. The town if' 
pleasantly situated on an eminence overlooking an ('x­
tensivc and richly cultivated vale, and commanding a 
fine prospect of the surrounding country, which abounds 
with beautiful scenery, and a distant view of the ship­
IJing on the Thames: it has of late been much im­
proved by the erection of s(~veral large and well-built 
houses. The only branches of manufacture arc thost, 
of silk braid laces and wire riband, and they arc at pre­
sent declining. The market is on Tucsday: fairs are 
held on August 2nd and October 9th, prhlcipaJly for 
cattle. Courts leet and baron are held occaSIOnally, at. 
the former of which constables and other oflicer!:l for 
the internal regulation of the tOVI'll are appointed. The 
living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the vicarage of 
Great Burstead, in the archdeaconry of .Essex, and dio­
cese of London, endowed with :£ 1 ~OO parliamentary 
grant. The chapel, dedic.ated to St. Mary Magdalene, is 
an IWcient brick building in the centre of the town. 
There are places of worship for Baptists, the Society of 
Friends, and Iudependents. The Rev. Mr. Bayley, rec­
tor of Benficet, in 1654, bequeathed an estate of £~O 
per antlUID for the education of ten poor children. 
There is a parochial almshouse for poor females . 

BILLESDON, a parish iu the hundred of GAR TREE, 
county of LElcEsTER, 8! miles (E. by s.) from Leices­
ter, containing, with the chapelries of Goadby and Rol­
leston, 751 inhabitants. The living is a vicarll.gc, in 
the archdeaconry of Leicester, and diocese of Lincoln, 
rated in the kil1g's books at i, 14. 10., and ill the pa. 
tronage of the Rev. H. Greene. Tbe church is dedicated 
to St. John the Baptiit. A school-house was built, in 
1660, by William Sharp, which haa since been en­
dowed, by va,rious benefactors, with property producing 
about :£10 per annum. Here are some tracet of a 
Roman camp. fot'tified with a deep ditch and a high 
rampart. 

Y2 
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BILLESLEY, a pnri:..h in the Stra.tford division 
of the hundred of llARLICHW.\Y, county uf W,UtWICK, 

:~* miles (W. N. w.) from Stratford upon Avon, con­
taining26 inhahitants. The living is a dillcharged rec­
tory, in tIlt' archdeaconry ami dioCCR{; of Worcester, 
rated in the Idng's books at £5. 4. 1., endowt.'<i with 
£400 private bCll('fnetion, and :£400 royal bounty, and 
in the patronage of M. !lnd J. Mills, Esqrs. The church 
is dNlicaktl to All Saints. 

BILLING (GREAT), a parish in the hundred of 
SPF:UlOJ.:, eount.y of NORTHAMPTON, 4 miles (E. N. E.) 
from Nortllsmptoll, containing 334 inhabitants. The 
living is s r('('tory, in the Ilrehdcll('onry of Northampton, 
lind diocese of Prterhorough, rated in the king's books 
at :£ 19, and in the patrona!-!:l' of the Principal and Fel­
lows of Brn8l'UOSe College, Oxford. 'fhe church is de. 
«ii('atl'd to St. Andrew. 'fhis parish has a communication 
with the North ~('a, through the Northampton canal 
lind the river Nen. An almRhou8e was founded hy John 
Freeman, Esq., in t.he reign of James I., for one man 
nnd four women. Sir Isaae Wake, n distinguished seho­
Iar and diplomatist in the sume reign, was born herl', 
in 1575. 

BII .. LING (LITfLE), It paris}) in the hundred of 
SPELHOE, county ofNoR'rHAMPTON, :ji miles (E. by N.) 
from Northampton, ('ontuining '16 inhahitants. 'fhl' 
lidllg is II. rcetory, in thr archdeaconry of Northampton, 
and dioce~e of Peterhorough, rated in the king's books 
at :£ 10. 2. 11., and in thc patronage of Earl Brownlow. 
The church is dCI}icutcd to All Saints. 'fh,' river Nen 
passes through the Variflh. 

BILLtNGBOROUGH, n parish in the wapentake of 

AVELAND, parts of KESTEVEN, county of LINear.N, .3 
miles (E.) from Folkingham, containing 745 inhabitants. 
The living is a tliscllarged vicarage, in the archdeaconry 
and dio(.'Cse of Lincoln, rated in the king'a books at 
:£ 6. 1. 8., and in the patrolluge of Earl Forte8cnt'~ The 
cburch, 11edieated to St. Andrew, has n fine tower and 
spire, and displays ehiefly the decorated fltyle of English 
architecture. Mary Toller, in 1671, gave land produo 

cing about :£ 21'> per annum, for t.he endowment (If a fr(>.(~ 
school. 

BILLINGE (CHAPEL-END), a chapclry in that 
part of the parish of WIGAN which is in the hundred 
of WEST DERBY, county palatine of LANCASTJ:R, 5! 
miles (s. w.) from Wigan, containing 1002 inhabitants. 
The living is 8 perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry 
and diocese of Chester, endowed with :£200 private be· 
nefaction, :£200 royal hounty, and :£ 1000 parliamentary 
grant, and in the patronage of the Rector of Wigan. 
'the manufa<.1:ure of cotton is here carried on to a 
limited extent. A charitYllchool here has a trifling 
endowment. 

BILLINGE (HIGHER-END), a township in that 
part of the parish of WIGAN which is in the hundred 
of WEST DERBY, county palatine of LANCASTER, 5 miles 
(w.s. W.) from Wigan, containing 670 inhabitants. A 
school here is endowed with £20 per annum. 

BILLINGFORD, a parish in t.he hundred of E.n.s­
flAM, county of NORFOLK, I! mile (E.) from ScoIe, 
containing 190 inhabitants. The living is a dISCharged 
rectory, with that of Little Thot'pe annexed,in the arch. 
deaconry of Norfolk, and diocese of Norwicn,rated in 
the king's books at.i.p, and in the patrcm.qe·of George 
Wilson, Esq. The church is dedic:.tted to St. Leonard. 
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BILLINGFOBD. a parish in the hnndred of' Ens. 
Fon.n, county of NOltFOLK, 8i miles(s. s. w.) fl'cntl 
Foulsharn, containing ~48 inhabitants. The living iii a 
discharged rectory, in the archdeaconry of Norfolk, and 
diocesc of Norwich, rated in the kiug's books at :£1. 10., 
aud in the patronage of T. W. Coke, Esq. A grant df 
a fair to be held here was obtained in the 83rd of Ed­
ward 1. At Beck Hall, in this parish, now the property 
of Mr. Coke, au hospital, with a chapel dedicated to St. 
Thomas a Becket, was founded in the beginning of th~ 
reign of Henry III. 

BILLINGHAM, a parish in the north.castenl divi­
sion of STOCl{TON ward, county palatine of DURHAM, 

comprising the chapdry of W olviston, and the towuships 
of Billingham, Cowpen-Bewley, and Newton-Bewley, 
and containillg 11;'4 inhabitants, of which number, 395 
are in the township of Billingham, 2! miles (E.) irom 
Stockt.on upon Tee;;. Tht' living is a vicarage, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Durham, rated in the I<jng's 
books at :£ 1 1. 3. 1 L and in the patronage of the Dean 
·o.nd Chapter of Durham, The church is dedicated to 
St. Cuthbert. This is a place of eousiderable antiquity, 
huving been the scene of a battle fought in the time of 
Eardulph, King of Northwnberland. Here is a school 
with a snmll endowment. 

RILLINGHA Y, 1\ parish in the first division of the 
wapcntake of LANGO}.;, parts of KESTEV);N, county of 
LINCOLN, 9! miles (N. E.) from Sleaford, containing, 
with t.he ehape1ry of Walcott, and the township of Dog­
dyke, }.')54 inhabitants. The living is Il. discharg(~d vicar­
age, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln) ruted 
in the king's books at £)3. 14., and ill the patronage 
of Earl Fitzwilliam. The church is dedieated to St. 
Michael. There is a place of worship for W csleyan 
Methodists. 

BILLINGLEY, a township ill that part of the 
parish of DAR(I'{ELD which ill in the lIortllern division 
of the wapelltake of S·l'ltA.l'·~'ORTlI and TICKHILt., West 
riding of the county of YORK, 6~ miles (E. by s.) from 
Barneslcy, containing 214 inhahitants. 

BILLINGSHURST, a parish in the hundred OfWF.ST 

EASWRITH, rape of ARUNDEl., COWlty of SUSSEX, 6t 
miles (s. w. by w.) from Horsham) (:ontaining 1369 in­
hflbihmts, of whieh numher, 194 are in East Billings­
hurst, and 575 in West Billingshurst. The living is a 
vicarage, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Chkhester, 
rated ill the king's books at £9. O. O~., and in the pa­
tronage of Sir Harry Goring, Bart. 'l'hechurch 'is de­
dicated to St. Mary. There is a Illace of worship for 
Unitarians. The river Arun rises in this parish, and 
the Arun and Wey J unction canal passes. through it : 
it is also intersected by a Roman road,caUedStane­
street. 

BILLlNGSIDE, a township in that part of the pa· 
rish of LANCHE8'I'ER which is in the western division 
{Jf CHESTER ward, county palatine of DllltHAM, lSailes 
(N.W.) from Durham, containing 45 iahabitants. 

BILLINGSLEY, a parish in the hundred of STOT­
TESDEN., county of SALOP, 5~ miles (8. by W,) .<htn 
lkidgenorth, containing 116 inhabitants. Th~ IMn8 i. 
.a discharged rectory. in the archdeaconry of Salop. an4 
diocese of Hereford, rate<liathe king's boot. e:ti.4.1S.'~. 
endowed with £~OO private benefaction.8Ild._~ 
bo\lnty, Mdin· thepatl'omtge of the/~ief'~Oleft.. 
land. The· church is dJidieated to 81); lhty. U~· 
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the name Billigelleage,historians mention this place as 
the scene of a congress, in 1055, between King Harold 
and Griffin Prince of Wales, at which they engaged to 
observe mutual peace and umity. Dr. Thoml1s Hyde, 
Professor of Oriental Literature at Oxford, was born 
here, in 1636. 

BILLINGTON, a chapdry in the parish of LEIGH-
1'ON-BvzZARD, hundred of MANSHEAD, county of BED­
}'ORD, 2 milt~s (S. E.) from Leighton-Buzzard, contain­
ing 237 inhabitants. 'I'he living is a perpetual curacy, 
eudowed with ;£200 parliamentary grant, and within 
tbepeculiar jurisdiction and patronage of the Preben­
dary of Leighton-Buzzard in the Cathedral Church of 
Lincoln. 

BILLINGTON, a chapelry in the parish, and lower 
,livision of the hundred, of BLACKBURN, county pala­
tine of LANCASTER, 5! miles (N. N, E.) from Blackbunl, 
(:ontailling 922 inhahitants. Thc living is a perpetnal 
('uracy, in the archdcaconry and diocese of Chester, 
endowed with ;£200 private benefaction, £600 royal 
hounty, and ;£60{) parliamentary grant, and ill the 
patronage of the Viear of Blackburn. Here is a frce 
school, with an endowment of about :£ 14 pl'r annum. 

BILLISBORROW, 11 township in the parish of' GAR­
STANG, hundred of AMOllNlJERN~;SS, county palatine of' 
LANCASTER, 4! miles (8.S.E,) from Garstang, contain­
ing 209 illhabitants. There is 11 place of w()rlIhip for 
We;;l~yall Methodists. John Cross, in lilH, bequeath(~d 
property producing about £46 per annum, for the ell­
dowulcnt of a th,e school for children of the townships 
of Dillisborrow and Myerscuugh. 

BILI~OCKBY, a parish in thc wcstern di\'ision of 
the hutllire{l of FLEGG, county of NouFoLK, Z! miles 
(~.E.) from Adc, containing 63 inhllhitants. The liv­
iug i" a discharged rectory, in the archdeaconry and dio­
{'eBe of Norwich, rated in the king's books at £2. H. 9., 
endowed with £400 royal bounty, and in the patronage 
of' Charles Lucas, Esq, 'TIle church is ckdieutcd to 
All Saints. 

lULL-QUAY, a village in the chapdry of NETHER. 
HEWOItTH, pUl'ish of JARROW, eastern division of CBES. 
l'lm WUl'd, eowlty palatine of DURHAM, 3! miles (Eo) 
from Gateshead. Th(~ population is returlled with 
Nether Heworth. The village lies on the southenl 
bank of the river Tyue. The Arkendnle mining com­
pany have an extensive refinery here for extracting sil­
vor irom lead-ore, and an estllblishment for making 
sheet lead; and there are manufactories for glass bottles, 
fire-bricks l colours, and mustard; also an establishment 
for the distillation of oil from bones, the calx (If which, 
after .buving been reduced to ashes, is used ill makiug 
ivory~bll1ck. &c.; there is likewise n yard for ship-build­
ing. In a deep dene, called Catdene, now overgrown 
w.ith forest trees and thorns, are extensive quarries, 
from, which,it is said the .stone was obtained for build­
ing,$be'WlUls of Newcastle. 

'BtLLV-.;aOW. a joint township with Crook, in the 
P8fJ..h of. B'04:NCliPET.., DiOrth-wcstem division of DAn­".,*0 ....... d~ connty-palatine of DURHAM, 7 m~les 
J~. W. by,JIl.) f~,i'~.hop-Auckland. The POpulllUOIl 
III ~ ~e\Cl:QOk.. 

." D~BYi~.EU'l'),. parish in the hundred of L4UN­
J.)l'Jt •• >C~t.of, ~aI'OLK. 5 miles (N,N.W.) from 
~-~ ... ,_taiaing 172 inhabitants. The .livill~ 
l'a.~~~ ,reptory, in the archdeaconry and dIOcese 

of Norwich, rated in the king's books at :£5. 14.2., 
endowed with £ 200 private benefaction, and:£ 200 
r<?yal bounty, and in the patronage of the Rev. C. Mun­
Dl,ogS. The church is dedicated to St. Mary. Thomlls 
Bilney, a learned divine, who was burnt at Norwich 
in 15:n, for preaching against popery, is said to have 
heen born here. 

BIJ .. NEY (WEST), 11 parish in the Lynn division of 
th~~ hundred of FR1<:ElIlUDGE, county of NORI'OLK, 7 
nlll~s (S.K by K) from Lynn-Regi~, containing 193 i.n­
habItants. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the 
archdeaconry and diol.~ese of Norwich, endowed with 
:£60(! royal bounty, and £200 parliamentary grnnt, 
and III the patronage of John Dalton, Esq. The church 
if! dedicated to St, Cecilia. 

BILSBY, a parish in the Wold did~ioll of th(' 
hundred of CALCEWORTH, parts of LlNDSEY, county of 
IAINCOLN, ~ of It mile (K by N.) from Alford, ('ont',lin­
iug, with the hamlet of Thurlby, 416 inhabitant:;, 'I'll<' 
living is a vicarage, in the archdeaconry and dioce!ip of 
Lincolu, rated in the king's books at :£ 13. :l. 4., amI in 
the patr(jnagt~ of Mrs. Wayet. The church is dedicate!l 
to the Holy Trinity. Here is a school with a small 
endowment. 

BILSDALE (WEST SIDE), a township in the pa­
rish of IIAWNllY, wllpl'ntake of BIRD.'Olll'H, North rill· 
ing of the county of Y,)RK, 8 miles (N. W. by N.) from 
HelUlsley, containing 127 inhabitunts. In 1757, John 
Smales and Gregory Elsley bequeathed £ 120. 5., di­
recting the proceeds to be upplied to teaehiI~g six poor 
boys of this township. 

BILSDALE.MIDCADLE, a chapdry in the parish 
of HJo:LMSLEY, wnpentake of RYE DALY., North riding of 
the county of YORK, 7 miles (N.N.W.) frolll Helmsley, 
containing, with Hilsdale-Kirkharn, iHO inhabitants. 
The living is a lwrpetual curacy, ill the archdcaeonry 
of Cleveland, and diocese of York, endowl~d with £. tWO 
royal bouuty, and £ 80U parliamentary graUl. and in the 
patronage of the Vicar of Helmsley, Thert is a meet· 
ing-house for the Society of Friends. 

BILSINGTON, a pllrish partly in the lib('rty of 
ROMNEy-MARSn, but chiefly in the hundred of' NEW· 
CHURCH, lathe of SUEPWAY, county of KENT, 6! miles 
(15. !;.E.) froll! Ashford, containing 299 illhubitnnts. 
The living is a, perpetual curacy, ill the archdeaconry 
and diocese of Canterbury, endowed with £200 private 
benefaction, and £200 roynl bounty, and in the patron· 
age of T. Rider, Esq. The church is dedicated to St. 
Peter and St. Paul. A fair, formerly called 'Woodstock 
fail', is held here 011 July 5th. The Grand Military, or 
Shonlcliife and Rye, canal passes through the parish. 
There are some remains of a priory of Augustine ca­
llOUS, tilUnded in 1253, the revenue of which, at tb(~ 
dissolution, was ;£81. 1. 6. 

BII..STHORPE, a parish in the South-clay division 
of the wapentake of BASSETLAW, couIltyof NOT'l'lNG­
HAM, 5 miles (fl,) from OUerton, containing 252 inha­
bitants, The living is a discharged rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of' Nottingham, and diocese of York, 
ratcd ill the king's books at £5. 1. 8., and in the Plio­
tromlg'~ nt' the Rev. Lumley Savi1e. The church i~ 
dedicatt~d to St. Margaret. ' 

ElLSTON, a market town and chapelry ill tha1 
part of the parish of W OLVIUI.H4t4PTON wllich is h 
the northC'rn division of the hundred of SEISDON, COUll 
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ty of STAFFORD, S mi1e8 (S. B.) from. Wolverhampton, 
1'g (s. by E.) from Stafford, and 120 (N. W;) from Lon. 
don, containing 12,003 inhabitants. 'l'bil! place, foJ'­
merly belonging to the portionists, or prebendaries, of 
W olverhampton, and in their cbarter ealled Bilireton, 
was a royal demesne at the time of the Conquest, and 
in the reign of Edward III., under the name »Ulutzme, 
waf! certified to be free of toll. Previously to the intro­
duction of the iron-worktl, Bilston contained only a 
few private houses j but, from the abundance and rich 
quality of its mines of coal and iron-etone, it rapidly 
incrcased in extent and population, and has become 
one of the largest towns in the county. The town is 
situated on rising gr()und, in the centre or an extensiv(! 
district abounding with numerous foundries, forges, fur­
naces, steam-engines, and other work8"Decessary for the 
various processes of the iron trade, of which the smoke 
by day, and the fires by night, present a scene sin­

. gularly impressive and terrific. It is irregularly built, 
and is nelll'ly two miles in length: the principal streets 
contain several substantial and handsome houses, and 
throughout the neighbourhood are scattered in e\'ery 
direction the numerous habitations of persons employed 
in thc different works. The manufacture of tin, japan­
lied and enamelled wares of every kind, iron-wire, nails, 
!;crewi'l, iron-gates, pallisades, machinery, steam-engines, 
and all the heavier articles in the iron trade, is canic:u 
on to a very considerable extent: there are several 
mill!! for slitting the pig-iron into bars, and many iron 
and brus!! foundries. CIv, of which the coarser kind 
of pottery-ware is made, and a particullll'ly fine .sand 
for casting, are found in great abundance: there are 
also quarries of a Rpecies of very hard stone, much 
esteemed for grindstones, troughs, tind for building j it 
lies in horizontal strata of twelve layers, gradually ill­
creasing in thickness from the surface. The Birming­
ham and Staffordshire canal, which passes near the 
town, and several branch (~anals in the vicinity, afford 
the means of conveying the manufactures of the town, 
the producl' of the mines, and the massive productiou.s 
of' t.he foundries, to various parts of the kingdom. The 
mlll'ket days, established by an act of plll'liament ob­
tained in 18%, are Monday and Saturday; and the 
fair!!, which are toll-free, are on Whit-Monday and the 
Monday preceding the Michac1mas fair at Birming­
ham. COllstabll'..8 and ot.her officers are appointed at 
the court leet of the lord of the manor. A court of 
requests, for the ·l"eeovery of debts not exceeding £5, 
is held undl.'l' an act passed in the 48th of George III., 
the jurisdiction of wllich extends over the townships 
of Bilston and Willenhall, and the parishes of Wednes­
bury and Darlaston, excepting the manor of Bradley, 
'Which is within the jurisdiction of a similar court pre­
viously established at Oldbury. The living is a perp1!­
tual curacy, within the jurisdiction of the court of the 
royal peculil'lr of W olverhampton, endowed with £400 
private benefaction, and £400 royal bounty, and in the 
patron-me of the resident. hOusebolders. The, chapel, 
dedicated to St. Leonard, was rebuilt in 1826. A 
church, dedicated to St. Mary, and containing nine 
hundred and fifty-six free sittings, was erected ill 18~9, 
at an. expense of 1£7~~3. 6 .. 1., part of which was de­
frayed b>r gJ"aDt from the parliamentary commissioners ; 
it is an elegant structure in the 'lawrstyle of English 
architecture, with a.'handsome to~er. Then: are place. 

of worahip for BaptisttlllDdependenta,andPrimitive and 
Wealeyan ¥etbodiata. A Blue-cP81; school was fOUllde,d 
and endowed by HumphTeY Perry, Esq., of ,stafford, . .f/JI 
clothing and instructing six bOYII, .ince which . it hall 
received a triding bequest for the education of. two 
more. 

BILSTONE. a chapelry in the parish of NOaTO'N 
jwtta TwYCllo8S, hundred of SPAllKENHOE, county oj 

LEICESTER, 3! miles (N. W. by w.) from Market-Bos­
worth, containing 176 inhabitaD.ts. It is in the honour 
of 'l'utbury, duchy of Lancaster, and within tbe jurisdic­
tion of n court of pleas held at Tutbury every third 
Tuesday, for the recovery of debts under 408. 

BILTON, 11 parish in the Rugby division of the 
hundred of KNlGBTLO'W. county of WARWICK, 1; mile 
(W. s. w.) from Rugby, containing 401 inhabitants. 
The living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Coven­
try, and diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, rated in the 
king's books at £16.10. 7!., and in the patronage of 
the Rev. J. T. Parker. The church, dedicated to St. 
Mark, is principally Norman, of which style it exhibits 
some good specimcns j the tOWL'l' and spire Ill'e of liter 
date. Bilton Hall, with the estate belonging to it, was 
purchased, in the early part of the last century, by 
Joseph Addison, Esq., the poet and moralist, who spent 
8 considerable portion of the latter part of his life here, 
where he wrote his" Evidences of the Christian Re­
ligion," Miss Addison, his only child, retired hither 
towards the close of hel' life, where she died, in 1797. 
A school was endowed with £20 per annum, the be­
quest of Langton Freeman, Esq., in 1783. 

BILTON, a chapelry in that part of the parish of 
SWINE which is in the middle division of the wapen­
take of HOLDli:RNESS, East riding of the county of 
YORK, 4! miles (N. E.) from Kingston upon Hull, COIl­

taining 91 inhabitants. The living is a perpetual curae·y, 
in the archdeaconry of the East riding, and diocese 
of York, endowed with £400 private benefaction, and 
£ BOO royal bounty, and in the patronage of the HOll. 

and Rev. W. H. Dawnay. The chapel is dedicated to 
St. Peter. 

BILTON, a parish within the ninllty of the city, 
and East riding of the county, of YOKK, comprising 
the townships of Bickerton, Bilton, and Tockwith, 
aud containing 808 inhabitants, of which number, 223 
are in the to~hip of Bilton, 5 miles (E. by N.) frOID 
Wetherby. 'l'ne living is a discharged vicarage, in the 
peculiar jurisdiction and patroDllfke of tlut.l'rebendary 
of Bilton in the Cathedral Church of York, rated In 
the king's books at £3. 16. Oi., endowed with £400 
private benefactioD, £200 royal beauty, and £300 par­
liamentary grant. The church is dedicated to St. 
Helen. At Syningthwaitc, in this parish, ~ 
Haget, in 1160, founded a Cistercian nl1l1D.Vy:i for a 
prioress and twelve nuns, in honour of tke,BIeu~ Vir­
gin, which, at the dissolution,.Jmd a revenue: of ti •• "~ •. 

BILTON, a joint township with Harrogate. ~:~t 
pe,rt of the parish of KN AllESnOJLOl1GB. whiph iai41,the 
lower division of the wapentake ofCL4ao,.Westr~. 
of the conntyofYo.K, 2! miles ,{w.)£t~m~.,.., 
boroucb. The populatioD is .~."itD.liara-o.., 
gate. A free ae~l ill endowed ~ .~.£j() .. l*' 
annum. given 'b1lUcbard Taylo .. ,)n 118J..X.\~, 
neilrhhourhOQC1&l.'e .. $everal petrifYila;.~.,~ •.• · 
with. a.fl1.lph~ im,pregna.tion. 
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. BINA-CRE, a. pari"h in the trundted of BLY't'lllNG, 
connty of $vrpoLK, 6 mile,8 (N. by E.) from Southwold, 
(."Ontaining ti4 inhabitunts. The living is a rectory, 
with that of Easton-Bavents and the vicarage of North 
Hales consolidated, in the archdeaconry of Suffolk, 
and dioCese of Norwich, rated in the king's books at 
£ 18, and in the patronage of Sir T. S. Gooch, Bart. 
The chu.t<:h is dedica1ed to St. Michael. About half a 
mile from the sea is Binacre Broad, a sheet of fresh 
water comprising an area· of one hundred acres, and 
abounding with pike and other fish. About fifty years 
ago, in forming a. new turnpike road from Yarmouth 
to London, through Binacre, the workmen discovered 
an urn containing coins of Vespasian, Trajan, Adrian, 
Antoninus Pius, and Marcus Aurelius. 

BINBROOKE, a village (formerly a market town) 
comprising the parishes of St. Gabriel and St. Mary, 
in the southern division of the wapentake of WALSH­
CROFT, parts of LINDSEY, county of LINCOLN, 8 miles 
(E. N. E.) from Market-Rasen. St. Gabriel's, con­
taining 491 inhabitants, is a discharged vicarage, within 
the· peculiar jurisdiction of the Dean and Chapter of 
Lincoln, rated in the king's bookil at :£8, endowed with 
:£200 royal bounty, and in the J>atronagt~ of the Pre­
bendary of Milton in the Cathedral Church of Lincoln. 
St. Mary's, containing. WIth the extra-parochial liberty 
of Orfortb, 293 inhabitants, is a discharged rectory, 
in the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated in 
the king's books at =- 10. 4. 'l., and in the patronage 
of the CroWD. The Wesleyan Methodists have a place 
of worship here. There are extensive rabbit-warrens 
in the neighbourhood, and considerable business is 
done in the dressing of skins for furriers. A fair is 
held on Easter-Tuesday, on which day there are also 
horse-races. Here is a charity school. 

BIN CHESTER, R township in that part of the 
parish of ST. ANDREW AUCKLAND whieh is in the 
lIorth-western diVision of DARLINGTON ward, county 
palatine of DURHAM, 2 miles (N. by E.) from Bishop­
Auckland, containing 49 inhabitants. Binchester ap­
pears to have been a Roman station, called Fi7l0tlia by 
Antoninu8, and Binovium by Ptolemy, situated on the 
Fosse-way. Mr. Cade considers it to ha\'e been sacred 
to Bacchus, aud to have derived its name, Vinovium, 
from the festivals held at it, in honour of that deity. 
The fortress occupied an elevated site $ing from the 
bank of t_.river W., and the station comprised a 
plOt of aboUftwenty-il'1ne acres of ground, within which, 
and in its vicinity, the remains of a hypocaust, altars, 
U1'Il8,and other relics, have been found. 

BINOOMBE, a ptrish in the liberty of FRAMPTON, 
Bridport division of the county of DOR8ET, 5 miles 
(13. by W.)frmnDorchester, containing 118 inhabitants. 
';l'he Uvmc i •• rectory, annexed to that of Broadway, 
11l '~areb:&aooDl'Y df Dorset, and diocese of Bristol, 
~r. ·6.ekinc'tI book8"at' £9. 1. 5!. The church 
1.deditatedtotM Holy Trinity. The river Way ranI 
~''tbbpariah.m whlch are quarries of fine stone, 
~'.'.~'-'-' NumeroWl LarroW! 8l'e visible 

~~. .~.1 .. chape1ry 'in the pariah of WJHJT 
. / . ,'~ :ot",t'tBotraN and S~~GLBTON. rape 
_.' .} .. ~. ' .... ".' .:~.. .. ofS. tJasEx, 4 mUes (N.) from t ,... . .. r~ 'er inha'mtants. Thecbapel i. 
, .• ,Iiad·ia 'to'" UDcmaaocrated. . 

BIN 

BiNEGAR, a parish in the hundred of WELUI­
FORUM, county of SOMERSET, 4 miles (N.) from Shep­
ton-Mallet, containing 363 inhabitants. The living is a 
rectory, within the peculiar jurisdiction of the DC1lIl of 
?iell", rated in the king'!! books at :£13.12. B!., and 
m the patronage of the Prebendary of Whitchurch in 
the Cathedral Church of Wells. The church is dedi­
cated to the Huly Trinity. A large fair, noted for the 
sale of horsc~, formerly held' at ·Wells, was removed 
hither in the seventep.nth century, ill consequence of 
the plague. anll ill held during the whole of Whitsun­
week. 

BINFIELD, a IJari"h in the hundred of COOKHAM, 
county of BERKS, 3 miles (N. E.) 'from Wokingham. 
containing l05j inhabitants. T}.le living is a rectory, 
in the archdeaconry of Berks. and diocese of Sali8bury, 
rated in the king's books at :£ 18. 1i. 1., ami in the 
patronage of the Crown. The church is dedicated 
to AU Saints. A National school is endowed with 
Itbout :£ 23 per annum, Pope, the poet, in the early part 
of his life, resided with his father in this village, where 
he wrote his poem entitled .. Windsor Forest." Traces 
of a large intrenchment, caUed Crel'lar's Camp, supposed 
to have been occupied by Julius ClCsar duriug his inva­
sion of Britain, are still visible. 

BINGFIELD, a chapelry in the parish of ST. JOHN 
Ll:F., I!outhern division of TINDALE ward, munty of 
NORTHUMBERLAND, 6! miles (N.N.E.) from Hexham, 
containing III inhabitants. The living is a perpetual 
curapy. within the jurisdicti01l' of the peculiar court of 
Ilexham, belonging to the Archbishop of York, endowed 
with :£200 'prh'ate benefaetiou, and :£6()0 royal bount,y, 
and in the patronage of Col. and Mrs. Beawnnnt. The 
chapel is dedicated to St. Mary. A school here is en­
<lowed with :£ 10 per annum. Near the Erring-bourn, 

. a little northward from the \rillage, theN is a mineral 
spring, the water of which is l'l0 powerful, that neither 
fish nor any kind of insec~ can live in it. 

BINGHAM, a market town and parish in the north­
ern division of the wapentake of BINGlIAM, cowlty 
of NOTTINGHAM, 10 miles (E.) from Nottingham, and 
123 (N. w. by N.) {rom London, containing, with part of 
the township of Newton, 1574 inhabitants. This place. 
which, previously to thc Conquest. was possessed by 
two Saxon chieftains, appears tu have bcen anciently 
more extensive than at prescnt; it had a college, 
or guild, founded in honour of St. Mary. The town 
is plt'-RSantly situated in the fertile vale of Belvoir, 
and consists principally of two parallel streets, one of 
which leads directly into a spacious market-place; 
somc smaller streets have been fonned within the last 
twenty years. The houscs, though irregularly built. 
are neat, and several of them are of handsome appear­
ance: thc town is well paved, and amply supplied witb 
water. The market is on Thursday; fain,8l'e held on 
February 18th and 14th, for draught borses, on Whit­
Monday for toys, and November 8th and 9th for young 
horses and hogs. The living is a rectory, in the arch­
deaconry of Nottingham, and diocese of York, rat~ 
in the king's books at £4:4. 1. 11., and in the patronage 
of the Earl of Chesterfield. The church, dedicated to 
All Saints, is an ancient and spacious crucifonn JItroe­
tare, partaking of the early and decorated styles of 
Euglilh architecture, with a square embattled and 
highly tmriched tower, crOWDed with ~ l'em.ains of 
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statues, whkh have been substituted for pinnacles, and BING-WESTON, a quarter in that part of t.he 
surmounted by a lofty spire, whkh, with the upper parish of WOR1'UEN which is in the hundred of CRill.­
Fitage of the tower, is of later erfction: within the )JURY, county of SALOP, containing, with. Beachfield, 
church arc ~omc beautiful specimens of foliage ami Walton, and Rewins·Fann, 155 inhabitants. 
sculpture, of degant design and elaborate exe·cution. BINHAM, a parish in the northern division of the 
Thcre are places of worship for PritTlitive and Wesleyan hundred of GREENHOE, county of NORFOJ.K, 4 miles 
MethodiRts. An cndowmcnt of :£8 ller annunl, fOT a (N.E. by E.) from Little Walsingham, containing 4S8 
free !;chool, 11a8 heen augmellt.ed with a dividend of :i 10 inhabit.ants. The living is a discharged vicarage, in 
per annum, payable on the !!um of:£ 150, raised by the the archdeaconry and diocese of Norwich, rated in the 
performance of plays, and invested in the Nottingham king's books at £6. 13. 4., endowed with £200 pri. 
and Grantham canal, by a few individuals of the town. vate benefaction, and £ 800 royal bounty, and in the 
The Roman Fosse-way, in its course through the parisll, patronage of T. T. Clarke, Esq. The cburch, dedicated 
passes by a large mound, c\.lled Castle Hill, the site of to the Holy Cross, belonged to a Benedictiue priory, 
an ancient fortress. Mr. Robert White, the astronomer, founded in tbe reign of IIt·Dry I., the revenue of which, 
and editor of the Ephemeris which bears his name, at the disilolutioll, was £160. 1.: the western front 
was a native of this parish, and is interred here; a affords a fine specimen of the early style of English 
mural tablet in the church has been inscribed to his architecture. 
memory. Abbot, Archbishop of Cant~rbury; Wren, BINLEY, a parish in the Kirby division of the 
Bishop of Ely; amI Hanmer, Bishop of Bangor; wcrc hundred of KNIGHTLOW, county of WARWICK, 2! milcs 
successively rectors of this parish, from which they (E. by s.) from Covcntry, containing, with the liberty 
w(·re promoted to their respective sees, in the seven· of Ellrnsford, 211 inhabitant!!. The living is a perpc· 
tecnth century. tual curacy, in the archdraconry of Coventry, and dio-

BINGLEY, a parish in the upper division of thp cesc of Lichfidd and Covt'ntry, and in the pat.ronage 
wapentake of SI{YRACK, West riding of the county of of Earl Crawn. TIle church, dedicated to St. llartlw­
YORK, comprising the market town of Bingley, and lomew, was built by Lord Craven, and consecrated in 
the township of East and West Morton, and eontain- 1112. 'The Rev. Thomas Wagst.affe, who wrote a de­
ing 7375 inhabitants, of which nnmber, 6176 arc in thp ff'n<:,c of Charles I., was bom here, and died at Rauen 
town of Bingley (including Mirklethwait.e), 37 miles in 1170. 
(W.s. w.) from York, and 2()2 (N. N. w.) from London. BINNINGTON, a townshiII in the parish of WrL· 
This place is pleasantly situated on an eminence near u:nllY, wapentakc of DICKEIUNO, East riding of the 
the river Aire, and consists principally of one long county of YOUK, 8 miles (s. W. by s.) from Scarbo· 
street, containing several respectable and well·built rough, containing 50 inhabitants. 
houses; it is plentifully supplied with water: the air is BINSEY, Ii parish within the liberty of tlle city of 
~alubrious, and the environs, which arc richly wooded, OXFOltD, locally in the hundred of ·Wootton, county of 
abound with agreeable and diversified scenery. A neW8- . OXFORD, 'i! tIIileM (N. w.) from Oxford, containing 8~ 
room hail been recently established, which is wcll con- inhabitants. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the 
ducted and liberally support.ed. The principal branch archdeaconry and diocese of Oxford, endowed with £60(l 
of manufacture is that of worsted yarn, which is exten- private benefaction, and :£600 royal bounty, and in the 
sively carried on in the town and neighbourhood: there IJat.roIlage of the Dean and Canons of Christ Churl'h 
nrc some smaller factories for tIle spinning of cotton, Oxford. The church, dedicated to St. Margaret, is al 
and a mallufactnry for paper, together with a cOllsider- ancient structure. 
able trade in malt: the Leeds and Liverpool canal BIN STEAD, a parish' III the liberty of EAST ME· 
passes ncar the tOWD. Tht~ market is on Tuel!day: DINA, Isle of Wight divisioll of the county of SOUTH. 
fairs are held Oll January 25th, and August 25th, 26th, AMPTON, 5! miles (E. N. E.) from Newport, containin~ 
and Z1th, for linen, horses, and horned cattle. The 225 inhabitants. 'llle living it! a discharged rectory 
living is a discharged vicarage, within the peeuliar juris. in the archdeaconry and dioc(!sc of Winchester, rated it 
diction of the court of the manors of Crossley, Bingley, the king's books at :£1. 7. 1., and in the patronage oj 
,and Pudsey, rated in the king's books at :£7. 6. 8., the Bishop of Winchester. The church, dedicated ttl 
endowed with :£400 private benefaction, £ ~oo Toyal the HolyCross, exhibits marks of considerable ant;­
bounty, alld :£.300 parliamentary grant, and in the pa- quity, particularly in the arch which scparates the Dave 
t.ronage of the Crown. The church, dedicated to All from the chancel, and another in the north wall, now 
Sl;t.int8, is a neat edifiee, ill the later style of English filled up. In the vicinity arc the ancient quarries fro~ 
arehitecture. There are place$ of worship for Baptists, which part of the stone used in the erection olWin­
Independents, and Methodists. The free grammar ,chester cathedral was obtained. A.t Quarr, i •. this 
school was founded in the reign of Henry VIIL, and parish, there are remains of an abbey of Ciatercian 
endowed with land and tenements producing at present monkIJ, which was founded. in. 113~, .by Baldwin de 
nearlyi.300 per annum, subject to certain payments to Re'dverii8, afterwards Earl of Devon.hire i its 1'eVeuue. 
the poor: the premises compri8e a large school-room. at the diuol~tion, was £184.1. 10.Th. eitua.,iII 
and a hOllae and garden for the master. There is also very ~eJ baVlDg the sea on the north. CUld thick ~ 
a National school, capable of ~itting eight hundred ~o the. south and .east. M~.~ the. '~~. d&l'f. "'f. w ...... . 
scholars. Mrl!.,Sarah Rhodes, In 118l.gave five cot· moludang above thlfty acrea, .18 yet ~~. . ___ .. . 
tagee, which she endowed as almsboases for five aged with the remeins· of two gates, :w~J~ ~ QAlrth 
widow8; who receive aSptit' annum each: there are and, 8OU~h emrlUlces. The ref~. ,the -I ·.~ife 
,also several beqtUllltS fOl'distribution in bread Blld pa1;'t O(~e :~8, is now a ~_,Il\ot_._ 
.clothes amODI the poor, acHOl' 6th« charitable uaes.. of tlie 8it. i •. OQcqpieq by,. ~~;~fi~.~ 
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the ruins. It was the burial.place of several distin· 
guished persons, amongst whoJll vl'l~re J<~arl Baldwin, its 
founder, and his countess Adeli7.a. 

BINSTED,a parish in th(~ hundred of ALTON, Alton 
(North) division of the county of SOUTHAMPTON, :~! 
miles (E. by N.) from Alton, containing 946 inhabit· 
ants. The living is a perpetual curacy, annexed to the 
vicarage of Alton, in tlie. archdeaconry ami diocese of 
Winchl'ster. The church is dedicated to St. Niehola~. 
Bineted is entitled to send five children to St. Andrew'li! 
school in Holyburn. It is within the juri!o'diction of 
the Cheyney Court. held at Winchc;;tt'r every Thursday, 
for the recovery of debts to any amount. 

BINSTED, a pa.rish in the hundred of AVISl'OltD, 
rape of ARUNDJo;L, county of SUSSEX, 3~ miles (w. 
by s.) from Arundel, containing 98 inbaoitallts. The 
Jiving is a discbarged 1'l~ctory, in the ar('hdea('onry and 
diocese of Chichester, rated in the king's books at 
£5. 17. S!., and in the patronagl' of the Rev. M. Smelt. 
The church is dNiieated to St. Marv. 

BINTON, a parish in the Stratford division of 
the hundred of BAHJ.lcnWAY, county of WAHWICI\, :1! 
miles (w. hy S.) from Stratford upou Avon, coutaining 
~.'l'2 inhabitants. The living is a rectury, in thc arch­
deaconry and diocesc of Worce~t<'r, rutl'U in the kiug's 
books at £ 8. 10., and in the patrollage of the Marquis 
of Hertford. Tht~ church j~ dedie:.lted to St. Pc tel'. 
Thc navigable river Avon is here ('ros~ed by a bridge 
on til«' road leading to Chipping-Campdcll. 

BIN'rREE, a parish in the h\111(ln'<1 of EYNSl'OHD, 
Cotlllty of NOltFOLK, 1!- mile (S. w. hy w.) from Fouls· 
ham, contuining 33:J inhabitants. The living is a rN;· 
tory, with that of Themelthorpe annexed, in the arch· 
deueonry of Norfolk, und diocese of Norwich. ruted in 
the king's books at £10, and in tll(! patronagc of Sir 
.Tacob Astley, Bart. The dmreh i)5 dedicated to St. 
Swithin. The river Wensom, whkh separates the pa· 
ri!!h from North :Elmham, is expected to be made 11U· 

vigahll' to Norwich. 
BIRBECK-FELLS, a hamlet partly in the parish 

of OUTON, EAST ward, alld partly in t.he parishes of 
CnosBy.RAVENSWORTH and SUAP, W};l>1" ward, county 
of W~:sTMonLANJ), 4 miles (W. s. w.) frolll Orton. 
The population is returned with the above parislie!ol. 
A free sehool at Greenholme, for the educatioll' of the 
children of Bi'rbeck-I<'clls, Brdherdale, Routhwaite, and 
L()w Scales, is endowed with land producing about £40 
per annum, purchased with a bequest of :£400 by George 
Gibson, in 1733. 

BIRCH, a chapelry in the parish of MII)J)UTON, 
hundred of SALFORD, county palatine of LANcA8Tlm, 
'.li miles (W. N. W.) from Middleton. TIll' population 
is returned with the township of Hopwood. The living 
is a perpetual curacy. in the archdeaconry Rnd dio('esc 
of Che,ster. and in the patronage of the Rector of Mi~. 
dletOl'l. 1'he chapel, dedicated to St. Mary, was ~uJlt 
by means of a parliamentary grant (If £4000, and con· 
IJecrated December 1 ].th, l828 l it contains one thousand 
,ittings, ofwhicbfi"e hundred and four are free. The 
~nnillg 'fjf'cottOn,' and the manufacture of !l:ingham, 
~ .Ct¢r~ • in this <!bapelry to a limited extent. 

,. :S1~li&aJlelry in the parish o~ WARRtNGTON, 
hundl'e'd·'Dt~T DaQ't. county palatme of LAN CAS­

'Al1I.'ll""~"(B.N.l!:.) £rom 'Warrington, with which 
tlw~oa is I!f!t!m"Dl!d. The liviDl! is a tlemetual, 

curacy. in the 
(·ndowt·d with 
royal hount.y, 
son, Esq. 

archdeaconry and dioe<'se 
£400 priHlte benefaction, 
and in t.he )Jatronagc of 

of. Cheskr, 
and £600 
J. Dickin-

BIRCH (GREAT), a parish in the Colchester divi. 
si(~n of the hundred of LEX bEN, county of ESSEX, r; 
U.1I1c8 (R. ~r.) frl~m Colcllt,~ter. containing, with tile (la. 
rl~h of ~Jlt.tle Bm:h, 66'2 illhuhitants. The living is it 

recto! y. In thc urchde:u·oury (If Cokbe!'tcr, ami dioct'Re 
of LOYHloll, rake! in the killg'R hook .. ' 'at. £. 11, amI ill 
the patronage of the ni~hop of LOJllloTl. The ehurdl 
is dt·t1icated to St. Pet.l'r. Here is a smull eudowment 
for the educatiou of ponr ehildr<'ll. The r('mains of 
Birch rastlc an' eonspicUtllls ill tllP \illagl'. 

RIHCH (LrrrLE), a pari!'h ill tIll' Coldwster di. 
vi?ioll of thc hundre~l of Lt:XlJEl':, nmnty of E""l':x, 4t 
mIles (s. w. by w.) trom (;o\chester. The jlop1l1atioll is 
rcturned with Grpat Bireh. The Iil"ing is a dischaq!,ed 
rectory, ill tlw ardlf!Nlcoury of Coldlefit('r, aud dill(,('~(' 
of Loudon, rated in the king',., hook;; ut £r;. 6. H., and 
in the patrollage of Charle;; Round. f:,;q. The church, 
dedicated to St. Mary, is deHc('rated. aud religions rite~ 
af(~ celebrated at. (~r{'at Bil'dl. -

HIRCH (LJ'lTLE), a parish in tht~ upper divi~iofl 
of the huudred of WOItMELOW. county of Ih;uEFoRD, 
6t mill';; (~.) from Hereford, cuntaining ;llO inhabitllllt~. 
The living is a discharged re('tory. in the archdeaconry 
anti tliuceHc of DeTt'ford, rated in tIlt' king'!! hooks at 
£6. l(~. Il., aud in the patrollage of the Oovernors of 
(~IlY's Hospital, London. The church is dedicated to 
St. Mary. 

mRCH (MUCH). a pllrif<h in the upper division 
of the huudrl'd uf '" OJl1l1ELOW, county of Ih;R};FOIU), 
6J rnilpH (I'. hy \v.) from Herefi.ll"I!, containing :3;,;{ in. 
hahitants. The lidllg is it perpetual ('uraey, ullIII'xed 
to the \'iearage of Much Dewe\turch, ill the archdt'lI­
coury and \liocese of Ilereford, endowed with £60() 
royal hounty. The church i!" dedicat,t'd +() St. Mary. 
Wormelow, fl'om whkh the hundred takcl'I its mUlll', 

is within this parish. 
BIRCHAJ\l (GREAT), a parish in the hundred of 

SMITHDON, eunnty of NOllF'OI.K, 71 milcs (s. w. by s.) 
from DUl'IIbam- \Vestgatl', (:outuining 398 inhabitllllt!>. 
The living- is a rc(,tory, in tli(' archcll'aconry of Norfolk, 
HIlII dioce~e (If Norwieh, rated ill tllC king's books at 
£'l2, and in the patronage of J. Spurgeon, Esq. The 
church is dedicated to St. Mary. 

IHRCIIAM·NEWTON, u parish in the hundred of 
S~lI"llnoN, county of NORFOLK, 7t miles (S. w. by 8.) 
from Rurnham-WeMgate, containing 75 inhabitants. 
The lidng is a discharged redory, alll1!:'x('li to that of 
Bircllllm-Tof'ts, in the urchdeaeonry of Nort(llk, and dio­
cese of Norwidl, rated in the king's books at £7. 13. 4. 
The church is detliellted to All Saints. 

BIIlCHAM.TO}<'TS, a parish in the hundred of 
SMITUDON, eounty of NORYOI.K, 7·* miles (S. s. w.) 
from Burnham. W t'stgate, containing 1:1S inhabitants. 
The living is a disehargcd rectory, with that of Bircham· 
Newton annexed, in the archdeaconry of Norfolk., and 
dioct·se I)f Norwich, rated in the killg'S books at 
£6. 13. 4., and in the patronage of the Earl of Orford. 
The church is dedicated to St. Andrew. 

BIRCHANGER, a parish in the hundred of UT· 
'l'USFOltD, county of ESSEX, li mile (s. w. by s.) from 
Stansted-Mountfit.chet, containing 336 inhabitants. The 

t z 



nlR 170 BIR 

living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Colchester, 
and diocese of London, rated in the king's books at 
:£g. 13. 4., and in the patronage of the Warden and 
I~ellows of New College, Oxford. The church is dedi­
('ated to St. Mary. Richard de Newport founded here, 
in the reign of John, an hospital dedicated to .st. Mary 
and St. Leonard, for a master and two chaplains, the 
revenue of which, in the 26th of Henry VIn., was 
l'stimated at £ 31. 13. 11. 

BIRCHER, a township in the parish of YARPOLE, 
hundred of WOLPRY, county of HERE1!'ORD, 5! miles 
(N. by w.) from Leominster. The population is re­
turned with the Jlarish. 

BIRCHES, a township in that part of the parish of 
GREAT BUDWORTH which is in the hundred of NORTH­
WICH, county palatine of CHESTER, 3:1: miles (E. S. E.) 
from Northwich, containing 8 inhabitants. Mrs. Eliza­
beth Dobson, about 1695, assigned an estate her(~ il} 
trust for the education of two boy", one to be the 
son of a coumellor, and the other the son of a divine 
of the church of England. 

BIRCHINGTON, a parish within the cinque-port 
liberty of DovoR, of which it is a member, though locally 
in the hundred of Ringslow, or the Isle of Thanet, lathe 
of ST. AUGUSTINE, county of KENT, 3! miles (W. by s.) 
from Margate, ('ontaining 700 inhabitants. The living is 
a perpetual curacy, united to the vicarage of Monkton, in 
the peculiar jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The church, dedicated to All Saints, consists of n nave, 
chancel. and aisles, with a lofty tower and spire rising 
hetween the east end of the nort.h aislt· and a small 
chapel, now the vestry-room: the nave is separated 
from the aisles by octangular ('.()lumns supporting five 
pointed arches: the three east windows of the chancel 
are in the decorated style. On the north side of it is 
Quex chapel. belonging to the manor of Quex, in this 
parish, containing several monuments and" brasses of 
the family of Crispe. A pleasure fair is beld here 
Oil Whit-Monday and Tuesday. Hemming's hay is 
t hougltt to have been so named from the landing of 
Hemming. a Danish chieftain, accompanil'tl by Anlaf', 
in 1009. Mrs. Anna Gertrude Crispe, by will dated 
February 13th, 1707, bequeathed forty-seven acres of 
land in Birchington and Monktou for certain charitable 
purposes; among hthers for the instruction of twelve 
hoys and girls of this parish and the vill of Acole, 
the remainder of the rental to be applied in apprt'n­
tieing Bome of the boys. The master receives £36. ] 5. 
annually, for which he instructs about twenty-four chil­
dren, one-half appointed by the overseers, from whom 
the apprentices are selected, and the rest by himself. 
Near the village stands the workhouse for the re­
ecption of the poor of Birchington, Monkton, Sarre, 
and Acole. 

BIRCHOLT, a parish in the franchise and barony 
oi' ·BtRCROl.T, lathe of SUltP'WAY. county of KENT, 4 
miles (E. bys.) from Ashford, containing 38 inhabitants. 
The living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese 
of Canterbury. rat~d ift the king'. books at "2. 10. 10., 
and in the patronage of Lady Bankes. The· ohurch, 
lIOW dCfjecrated. was dedicated to St. M.argaret. 

BIRCHOVER, a chapelry in that part of the parish 
of YOUlIGllAVE which ia in the h1l1ldred of HIGH 
P!lA~, county of DERBY, 1 mile (N. by W.) from 
Winllter, oontaipingUlinbabitants. It is in tIle 

hono\U' of Tutbury, duchy of Lancaster, and within the 
jurisdiction of" court of pleas held at Tutbury e~ 
third Tuesday, for the recovery of debts under 40., 

BIRDALL, a joint township with Raisthorpe. in 
the parish of WHARRAlI-PERCY, wapentake of BUCK­
ROSE, East riding of the county of YORK, 8i miles (S.B.) 
from New Malton. The population is returned :with 
Raisthorpe. 

BIRDBROOK, a parish in the hundred of Hnrc.­
FORD, county of ESSEX, 7 miles (N. w.) from Castle­
Hedingham, containing 460 inhabitants. The living is 
a rectory, in the arehdeaconry of Middlesex. and dio­
cese of London, rated in thl! king'!! books at:£ Ig, and 
in the patronage of Sir W. Rush. The church is dedi­
cated to St. Augustine. 

BIRDFOHTH, a chapelry in the parish of Cox­
WOLD, wapentake of BIRDFORTH, North riding of. the 
county of YORK, 4! miles (N.W. by N.) from Easing­
would, containing 42 inhabitants. The living is a per­
petual curacy, in the archdeaconry of Cley,!!land, and 
diocese of York, endowed with :£800 royal bounty, 
and in the patronage of the Archbishop of York. The 
antiquity of this place is evineed by its having given 
Ilame to the hundred. 

BIRDHAM, a parish in the hundred of MANHoon. 
rape of CHICHESTER, county of SUSSEX, 4 miles 
(S. w. by s.) from Chic.:hcster, containing 532 inhabit­
ants. The living is It rectory, in the archdeaconry and 
diocese of Chichester, rated in the king's books at 
:£10. O. 10., endowed with £200 private benefaction, 
and :£200 royal bounty, and in t.he patronage of thc 
Dean and Chapter of Chich('ster. The church il!! dedi­
cated to St. Leonard. The Portsmouth and Arun canal 
passes through the parish, and terminates at Chichester 
harbour. Here is a National sehoul, in which about Olle 
hundred boys and girls are instructed. 

BIRDINBURY, a parish in the Southam division 
of the hundrel\ of KNIGHTLOW, county of WARWICK, 
4t miles (N. by E.) from Southam,containing 213 in, 
habitants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of Coventry, and diocese of Lichfield and 
Coventry, rated in the king's books at £7. HI., endowed 
with £200 private benefaction, and £200 royal bounty, 
and in the patronage of Sir T. Biddulph, Bart. The 
church is dpdicated to St. Leonard. 

BIRDSALL, a parish in the wapentruc.e of BUCK­
ROSE, East riding of the county of YORK. 6 miles 
(S.S.E.) from New Malton, containing 240 inhabitant.. 
The living is a perpetual curaey, in the archdeaconry 
of the East riding, and diocese of York. endowed with 
£400 royal bounty, and in the patronage of the Mar­
chioness of Hertford. The church, dedicated to St. 
Mary •. is an elegant strncture, erected in 18i4, at the 
expense of Lord Middleton. Henry BurtoQ, a puritaP. 
divine. was born in this parish. 

iIRKBY. a township in the pariah of .0.0 .. -
CANNONBY. ALLeRDALE ward below Derwent, county 
of CUlIltEBLAND, It mile (E. N. E;) from ~rt. 00Il-
taining 96 iuhabitants. . . 

BIRDY. a townllhip in the pariah Ot".VNC.A8ft.~ 
ALLI:RDALB ward above Darwent, coun", of~li.j 
B]j\l\LAND,~imile8 (E. by s.) fromBa~.' .1'tle 
population is ret.utn1!id with the parisb.EsteuiveniM 
of a :Sritish.Ol'X>a1ii.b city, called BarnlCU',ue.iIIW.e 
on Birl,cby.Fell. 
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BIRKBY, &I. pari$h in the wapentake of ALLERTON- BIRLEY, a parish in the hundred of STaETFORD, 
.pUtE, North riding of the county of YORK, com- county of HEREFORD, 4 miles (E. by N.) from Weo­
prising the chapelry of Hutton-Bonville, and the town- bley, containing 119 inhabitants. The living is a dis­
.hips of Birkby and Little Smeaton, and containing ~61 ~harged vicarage, consolidated with that of King's Pion, 
inhabitants, of which number, 90 are in the township of 1Il the archdeaconry and diocese of Hereford rated in 
Birkby, 6 miles (N. N. w.) from North Allerton. The the king's books at £5. 9. 1., and endowed ~th £200 
living is a discharged rectory, in the peculiar juris dic- royal bounty. The church is dedicated to St. Peter. 
tion of Allerton and Allertonshire, belonging to the BIRLING, a parish in the hundred of LARXFIELD 
Bishop of Durham, rated in the king's books at £6. 13.4., lathe of AYLESFORD, COWlty of KENT, 6!- miles (N. w: 
and in the patronage of the Bishop of Durham. The by w.) from Mairistone, containing 459 inhabitants. 
church is dedicated to St. Peter. T~e living is a vicarage. in the ar(~hdeaconry and diocese 

BIRKDALE, a township in the parish of ORMSKIRK, of Rochester, rated in the king's books at £6. 9. 4!., 
bundred of WEST DERBY, county palatine of LANCAS- and in the patronage of tlw Earl of Ahergavenny. The 
TER, 7! miles (N. w.) from Ormskirk, containing 414 church is dedicated to All Sainb:. Foundations of build­
inhabitants. ings have frequently been discovered iu a field near the 

BIRKENHEAD, a chapelry in the parish of BID- church; 
STONE, lower division of the hundred of WIRItA I,J., BIRLING, a township in that Jlart of the Jlari~h 
county palatine of CUESTER, 9i miles (N. N. E,) from of W ARK WORTH wllich i<i in the eastern division of 
Great Neston, containing 200 inhahitants. The living' COQUI';TDALE ward, county of NORTHUMDERLAND, 61 
is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry aud di()cc~e miles (8. Eo) from Alllwick, containing 69 inhabitants. 2 

of Chester, endowed with £ 1000 private benefaction BIRLINGHAM, a llUrish in the upper division 
£800 royal bounty, and £l~O() parliamentary grant, of the hundred of PERSHOllE, county of WORc.;STER, 
and in the patronage of F. R. Price, Esq. A priory ti)r :3 miles (S. s. w.) from Pcrshorc, containing :$2i iuha­
sixtet~n Benedictine monks wal'< founded here, uhont bitants. The living is a redory, in tht· archdeaconry 
1150, in honour of St. Mary and St. James, by Hamon and diocese of 'V ore ester, rated ill the killg'~ books 
de' Massey, third baron of DUllham-Ma~sey, which, at. £9. Ii. 11., and in the patronage of A. Lud"rs, 
according to Leland, was subordinate to the abbey of Esq. The church is dt~dicatcd to St. James. The 
St. Werburgh, at Chester; but from the power eX('rcised navigahle river Avon forms a boundary to the pa­
by the monks, Bishop Tanner considers it to have been .. ish. 
an independent priory: the revenue, at the dissolution, BIRMINGHAM, ace­
was £ 10'2. 16. 10. The ruins, part of which has been lehrated manufacturing t.own 
fitted up for a chapel, stand 011 a peninsular rock of red in the Birmingham divi~ion 
freestone, formed by the restuary of the Mcrsey, on the of the hundred of IIJ.o.:MLIN(;­

east, and a small creek 011 the wc~t, IJPpositt~ to Liver- FORD, county of WARWICI{, 
pool. I Ii milt~s (N. W. by w.) from ' 

BIRKENSHAW, a hamlet in the parishofnrnsTALI" Coventry, 20 (N. w.) from 
wapentake of MORLln', West riding of the COUllty of 'Varwick, and 109 (N. W.) 
YORK, 5 miles (8.1£.) from Bradford. Th'J population from London, on the rord 
is returned with the towllship of Gomersall. A new to Holyhcnd, containing, 
church is in progress of erectiou here. A great quantity with the environs, nearly 
of coal and iron-stone i>! found ill the vicinity, uml the 100,000 inhabitants. The 
manufacture of woollen guods is can-it'd on to a very earliest authentic notice of' Arms. 

great extent. this place occurI'! in Domesday-book, in which it is called 
BIRKER, a joint township with Austh\\aite, in /lermf'tlgehall~, whence may be easily deduc(;d /lrom­

the parish of MiLLOM, ALLERDALE ward above Dar- u:ychllm, which name, togetht'r with those of Castle and 
went, county of CUMBERLAND, 7! miles (E. by N.) West Bromwieh, two adjacent villages, is supposed tu 
,from Ravenglass, containing, with Austliwltite, 101 in- he derived from the quantity of broom growing in tht· 
habitants. This township is within the limits of the neighbourhood. It is thought by some antiquaries to have 
chapelry of Eskdale, in the adjoining parish of St. Becs, been the Brt:menium of the Roman~, from its situation 
and the inhabitants enjoy the privilege of marrying near the Iknield-street; and others state it to have been 
and burying there. The lake Devock-water, and the wa- a British town of some importance prior to the Roman 
terfallln,f Birk~r Foree and Stanley Gill are in the neigh- imasion, and to have been eminent for the manufacture 
bouThood. which abounds with picturesque scenery. of arms, for which the mines of iron and ('Oal in the 

BIRKlN, a parish in the lower division of the wa- vicinity rendered its situation peculiarly favourable. Its 
,pentake of BARKS TONE-AsH, West riding of the county history, prior to the Conquest, is invoh'ed in great ob­
'IIfYou, oomprising the cbal~elry of Chapel-Haddlesey, scurity, and from that period until the reign of Charles I. 
anti the ·townabipll of 1!lixlUn, West HadcUesey, Cout'tney- few incidents of moment are recorded. III the civ it war 
.~ and.Ternple-Hvst, and containing 911 inhabit- during that reign, the inhabitants embraced the cause 
,._. o€ythichnumber, 139 are in the town.~hip of Bir- of the parliament; and in 1642, aftt:r the king had 
~ • .IJi'" (W.E • .,. J:.) from Ferrybridge. 'l'he living passed through the town, on his route from Shrewsbury, 
.... '~, ' •. tbt! .. uchdeacunry and diocese of York, thl~Y "dEed the carriages containing the royal plate and 
'raled~,.-::·ldat5book8 at £36, and ~ the patronage furniture, and conveyed them to Warwick castle; they 
-.'tQe, ....... of.the late 1'holllai WrIght, Esq. The arrested all messengers and others supposed to be parti­
~.w.P"' .. tIed to.St. Mary. The village is situated zans of the king, and frequently attacked smull partie.s 
,,~ h.o .. lr . ... 40' th .... i"'~r Aire. of royalists, whom they sometimes defeated and sent 

Z~ 



DIR 17~ BIB 

prisoners to Coventry. In 1643, Prince Rupert, on his time the mamufaottare of bu.tton. waa begun. but 
way to openacommuuication between Oxford and York, it has continued tofl6urish in every variety ~ 
met with considerable resistance from a detachment of a remote period, and is still a sonrce of wealth ., 
parliamentarian forces, assisted by the inhabitants, who many, and of employment to thousands. The buckle 
stationed themselves at Camp-hill, and opposed his en- trade was established soon after the Revolution, and, 
trance into the town. A sharp conflict ensued, in which after exercising the inventive powers of the mana. 
the parliamentarians Were driven from theirstat.ionj the facturers in every variety of size, form, and pattern, 
Earl of Denhigh was killed, and a clergyman, who acted became nearly extinct in 1812.. The leather trade, 
as governor during the action, was taken prisoner by which formerly was extensively carried on, has very 
the royalists, and, rejecting quarter, was killed after the much declined j at present there is only one tan-yard 
battle, at the Red Lion inn. The prince, provoked at in the town. The principal branches of manufacture 
this resistance, set fire to the town, and, after l!Ieveral are those of light and heavy steel goods (here called 
houses had been burnt, the inhabitants saved themselves toys), gold, silver, and plated wares, trinkets, jewel­
from further suffering by the payment of a heavy fine. lery, fancy articleK of every kind in the gilt-toy trade, 
On the 14th of July, 1791, a party having met ut an machinery of every description, and steam-engines on 
hotel, to celebrate the anniversary of the :Freneh revolu- every known principle: there are many iron and brass 
tiOll, a .mob collected in frout of the house, and broke foundries, three metallic hot-house manufactories on B 

the winduws; they thence proceeded to the Unitarian large scule, in one ()f which a hot-house has lately been 
meeting-house, which, with another, they burnt down.' made for the Duke of Northumherland, at an expense 
Doctor Prillstley's dwelling-house, about a mile from the of nearly £50,O()O, measuring five hundred feet in 
town, was the next object of attack, which, with his li- length, and having in the centre a dome sixty-five feet 
brary, philosophical apparatus, and manuscripts, shared high, and forty feet ill diameter, with wings, in the pur. 
the same fate. For some days they continued their cst style of modern architl!cture: there are also various 
devastations, setting fire to several other meeting. houses rolling-mills of great p()wer, worked by steam. Casting, 
and private mansions, but on the arrival of the military modelling, die-sinking, and engraving, have been brought 
from Oxford and Hounslow, order was restored: at the to great perfection j and s(weral glass-houses have becn 
ensuing assizes four of the ringl!,llders were convicted. erp!'t(>d within the last few years, besidc!! many mills 
3nd two of them suffered the penalty of the law. for cutting glass, of which brilliant specimens may be 
Shortly after this occurrence barracks werp. erected on seen in ull the show-rooms in the town. There are 
the Vauxhall-road, near the town, consisting of a range divers establishments for supplying the town with ar­
of handsome buildings, enclosing a spacious area for the tic1es requisite for the use of the inhabitants, and for 
exercise of cavalry, and a smaller for parade. a riding- carrying on the manufactures: thc Old and New Union­
school, a magazine, and an hospital. Mill Bread and Flour Companies, and the public and 

The extraordinary increase of the tOWIl, the im- private coal-wharfs, are on an extensive scak Of the 
provement of its manufactures, the extension of its numerous manufactories with which the neighbourhood 
trade, and the rapid growth of its commerce, within abounds, the most ancient and exteusive is the Soho 
the last century, mnJ,be attributed to the mines of iron- Manufactory, about a mile from the tOWll, in which, 
ore and coal with which the district abounds, to its under the superintending genius of the late Mr. Buu}­
freedom from the restrictions of incorporation, which ton, the Birmingham manufactures were brought to 
has made it the resort of genius and of talent, and to their present high degree of pertcctioIl; and in which, 
the numerous canals by which it is connected with every under the same proprietor, assisted by his colleague, 
part of th(! kingdom, and through whieh it not only the late Mr. Watt, the most efficient application of me· 
carries on au. immense inland trade, but exports its chanical power was produced in the construction of 
manufactures to every quarter of the world. Bir- machinery. In this factory were coined the penny­
miugham, in the reign of Henry VIII., was inhabited pieces still in circulation, in a miut of 'great mechanical 
principally, as described by Leland, I, by smithes that ingenuity, which, with the assistance of one or two 
use to make k.niv~ and all manner of cutting tooles, persons, performed the whole process of coinage from 
and lorimers that make bittes, and. a great many the rolled metal. It was here also that the first ap­
lUlilours." Soon after the Revolution in 1&:18, the rna- plication of gas, as a substitute for oil ILnd tallow, 
nufacture of fire-arms. was introduced, anel continued was made under the auspices of Mr. Murdock, who, 
to flourish until the close of the late war, during which, after a course of experiments at Redruth, in Cornwall, 
the government contracts for muskets alone generally lighted the shopa of this fact.ory, and, in 1802, displayed 
averaged thirty thousand pet' month: the manufactur- the success of his researches in a splendid public illM·. 
ing of swords and army accoutrements is still carried mination. of the Soho, in celebration of the peace with. 
on to a considerable extent. By au. act obtained in l<'rance. Mr. Thomason's manufactory, ill Chul'ch, ... : 
1818 .. the gun-makers were authorised to erect It. proof- street, hu a: splendid suite of show-room.,attached:i~ 
house, in which. under a heavy penalty, all. gnu. and it, rejnete with costly-and elaborate specimens of~. 
pistol ban1els are subjected to It. seWl'8 ptoGt~ aDd maaship, in gold, silver, plated ware, mecUUa. ~.\." 
stamped by the- master andwU'deDS, under whose and the ch'ryataUiaed bases Of metalsaod 'lQIDi~m&llil 
inspection the bu.ainen is conducted; and llince this Among the more • malisive productiOlUl iii '..- ·.BtaMi 
period, the manufacture of fowling-piece6bas greatly in bronze of.,late m.ajeaty, GeorgeIiV.,..ia;billeoro;.;> 
incr.ed: thebuildiug.ealIed theTo ... ~ 8fencbt on the nation .1'ObeI.;, theattitudei8 graceful'. dipiW'J' 
bank of tlt.e canal,amd is a ~ IItructure, with the tigqre, wtUcbiM 'more than .ix"'~. ~ 
a row of C8U.0n in front, ~ theappearauce £orty~fWe h~dM:,Wight. and ia .c) pi~ •. "" "IUI,' 
of·a military eatabU.haem.lt i.~n at what at its p1'Oper~, to 'present a Aile , ... kM tn. 
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COJPltenaftce. form, _ ftature, of the mOlllU'ch when 
at-tl\e age of fifty. In a'lofty l'OOmof suitable dimen-

;",',*0111; built for ,the purpose, and solely appropriated to 
Sts ,exhibition, is tile large matQllic vase, a fac-simile in 
size, form, aad embellishment, of the celebrated Grecian. 
vase of Lysippus. dug from the ruins of Adrian's pa­
lace. near Tivoli. which was, by tne direction and at the 
expease of Lord Warwick, brought over to England 
by the late Sir William Hamilton, and placed in the 
gardens of Warwick ,castle. To this huge piece of 
art, which is more than twenty-one feet in circumfe­
rence, ~ix feet in height, and which weighs ninety hun­
dred weight, the proprietor, by the peculiar prtlCeS8 which 
he adopted, has imparted a soft solidity of colour, un­
equalled by any example of the kind, both in the por­
phyritic oxyde of the ground, or field, and in the an­
cient green bronze of the arms, visors, panthers' skins, 
foliage, and other ornaments with which it is embel­
lished. Mr. Thomason's latest production is a beauti­
ful series of sixteen scientific and philosophical medals 
of German silver, each containing, within u circle of 
three inches in diameter, a complete epitome of one 
of the sciences; they are enclosed in a morocco casc, 
in the form, and of the size, of an imperial octavo 
volume. The manufacture of japan and ,papier machc 
has been much improved by Messrs. Jenne118 and Bet­
teridge, who, by a chemical procet!s in the preparation 
of pearl, by which it is reduced to the eightieth part of' 
an inch in thickness, and made susceptible of greater 
transparency and brilliancy of colour, have rendl~red 
it peculiarly elegant in the decoration of cabinets, 
tea-trays, fans, snwl'.boxes, &c., of which many beau­
tiful specimens are exhibited in their show-rooms. 

The Pantechnetheca, or General Repository, was 
erected in 1824, for the exhibition and sale of articles 
in the filler department of the arts, selected from the 
various manufactories in the town: the exterior of the 
building is fronted, -Qn the basement story, with a Gre­
cian Doric colonnade, supporting another of the Ionic 
order, surmounted by a handsome balustrade with pro­
jecting pedestals, on which are emblematical figures 
well sculptured; the interior cOllsists of two handsome 
show-rooms, in which the manufactured articles are 
judiciously displayed. Mr. Phipson's pin-manufactory, 
by a simple but effective process, exhibits the progress 
of this article through all its stages, from the drawing of 
the wire, to sticking the pin upon paper. and occupies 
a thousand persons, besides affording, in many of its 
branches, employment to the inmates of the parish asy­
luru., and the county bridewell The nwnber and variety 
of the manufactories, in almost aU of which there is 
some ingenious application of machinery, either to ex-
)edi,te. or to improve the manufacture of the article, 

theypecltlde the· poslibility of enumeration,' 
utD justify the assertion, that there is no 
~carried. on here which is not 
of ablOmte or _tive perfection. 
ia~y situated on an eminence, at 

1l~_II\l'a'utremity of the county, bordering 
eQIllll6L1>\1'oI Stalford and Worcester, from 

lfIIdei·Qjr",w;lMcb ,is;aeparated by a small brook. 
,:AIIB'!III1!!l'V' numerous, and in general 

1IP11Q9"':"''''i';~tWlI;''-e of .& few in the more 
L ... i1IOWir&. well paved, and lighted with 
ll,..i"' •• _,.are alway. clean. The 

houScl, mostly modern and well built, are chidy Of 
brick, but,since the use of the Roman cement, they 
have assumed an improved appearance, and present, 
nearly throughout the town and its Cllvirons, speci'­
mens of elegance in almost every style of architecture : 
among those erected within the last three or four 
years are many splendid edifices. The inhabitants are 
amply supplied with water from puml}S attached to their 
houses, and soft water is obtained from two fine wells 
at, t~e lower extremity of the t.own. On entering 
B11'lllmgham from Londun, the road, by a handsome 
stone bridge ovcr the small river Rea, leads up an ascent 
into the market-place, in the centre of which is a statue 
in bronze of Lord Nelson, finely executed by Westma­
cott, at an expense of :£3000, raised hy !Subscription 
among the inhabitants. An act of parliament has 
reeently been obtained for taking down the hoUliCS on 
one side of the present market-place, and forminl!; an 
extensive area, in which it is intended to build a market­
house; and under the same act, the erection of a town­
hall is contemplated, The market days are Monday and 
Thursday, the latter being also for the sale of horse!l and 
horned cattle; and there is a market for hay on Tuesday. 
The cattle market and horse fair are held at Smithfield, a 
spaciou!S area t.o the s01Ith-east of the town, cOllveniently 
divided and arranged for the purpoSt'. A sale of horses 
by auctioll takes place als() on the same day, at Beards­
worth's Repository, an establishment of unequalled 
magnitude, near the spot. The building!-l comprise a 
spacious quadrangular area, rounti which nre stalls for 
()ne hundred and fifty horses, exclusively of twenty-four 
boxes for hunters; ab()ve these are galleries, in which 
there are standings for four hundred carriages, which 
are (!Ol1stantly on sale: the whole area is covered with 
a shed-roof supported on pillars forty feet high, and is 
lighted with a double range of upper winflows: on one 
side of the quadrangle, over which the roof is continued, 
there is a covered ride, one hundred anti eigh+. yardH ill 
length, and forty yards in width; and on the opposite 
side is another of equal extent, <'llclosed by wallIS, but 
not roofed. In addition to the accommodations of a 
repository, it contains a splendid suite of apartments, 
elegantly furnished for the reception of gentlemen or 
families, who may visit Birmingham at the triennial 
festival, or on any other public occasion. The fairs are 
on the Thursday in Whitsun· week, and on the Thursday 
next before Michaelmas-day, each for three days; they 
are chiefly show fairs, though ou the first day many 
horses and horned cattle art~ sold. 

The town is wholly within tbe jurisdiction of the 
county magistrates, of whom, those acting for the town 
bold a meeting. every Monday and Thursday, at the 
public office: a hIgh bailiff (who is clerk of the market, 
and by courtesy presides at 'all public meetings), a low 
bailiff, two constables, a headborough, two ale-conners, 
two flesh-conners, two aft'eirers, and two leather-sealers. 
are chosen at t.he court leet of the lord of the manor, 
whicb is held at Michaelmas. A court of reqUe8ts fot' 
the recovery of debts under 408., established by an at.~ 
passed in the 25th of George II., the powers of whicb, 
by a su~uent act in the 41th of George Ill., were 
extended to the recovery of debts under :£5, ill held 
every week: it consists of seventy-two commilltiOBel'!!I, 
three of whom, assisted by two clerks, who must 'be 
lawyers, form a quorum ; its jurisdiction enmds only 
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t.o the limit. of the parish. The public office is a com­
modious . building with a handsome .tone front; the 
court-room is well arranged, and behind it is a prison, 
for the confinement of malefactors previously to their 
committal to the county gaol. The news.room, built in 
1825, is a handsome edifice with a stuccoed front, orna­
mented with lofty pillars of the Ionic order: the inte­
rior consists of one large room, opening through folding 
doors into two smaller apartments, over which are a 
billiard-room and a refectory; and a suite of rooms has 
lately been added, in which copies of the public records, 
and books of reference, are deposited. The old library, 
established in 1798, is a handsome stone building, with 
a circular portico; the reading-room is circular, and is 
lighted by a dome lanthern resting on handsome Ionic 
pillars of porphyry: this institution, the number of 
volumes in which exceeds thirty thousand, is under the 
dircetion of a committee; admission is obtained by the 
purchase of a share of the value of:£ 10, and the pay­
ment of an annual subscription of .£ 1. The new library, 
similarly conducted, but upon a srruUler scale, is a neat 
building, recently erected, and intefnally well arranged, 
The Philosophical Society, which had been instituted 
some years previously, extended their plan in 1810, and 
er(~cted a commodious theatre for the ddivery of leetureM 
by tbeir own members, and o(;casionally by eminent pro­
fcssors, in the various branchefol of seience: they have 
a museum, containing a fine collection of minerals and 
fossils, an extensive philosophical apparatus, a library, 
and a reading-room. The school of medicine and sur­
gery was established in 1828, by Mr. W. S. Cox, and 
the resident physicians and Burgeons lecture weekly 
upon llubjects connected with the design of the institu­
tion; certificates of having attended these lectures qualify 
students to pass their examination at the Royal College 
of Surgeons in London: a handsome and appropriate 
building bas been .. recently erected on Snow-hill for the 
use of this establishment. 

1111.' Society of Arts was in.stituted in lfi21, for pro­
moting the general study of the fine arts, by procuring 
from the nobility and gentry,who are its patrons, the 
loan of original pictures of the old and ne~ Sdlools, in 
order to stimulate the genills and industry of the 
members, and to enrich their annual exhibition: it 
comprehends also, in addition to t.he higher pursuits of 
the art, the cultivation of those particular departments 
of it which are connected with the manufactures of the 
town. The building is a chaste and elegant specimen of 
the Corinthian order, with a boldly projecting portico of 
four elegant columns, supporting a triangulal' pediment. 
An institution for promoting the fine arts, cstablishell 
in 1828, for the encouragement of artists resident within 
thirty miles of Birmingham, by appropriating its fllnd~ 
to the purchase of pictures from the walla at their annual 
exhibition, has l;leen recclltly incorporated with the for­
mer. A mechanics' i1l8titution was established in l!i~5 . 
. TlJe theatre is a sIJacious and weU-arruged building, 
with a handsome stone front, conlliating of a portieo of 
the Ionic order, supported by a piazza, through which 
is the entrance to the boxes; on one side i, that to a 
e()ff'ee-t'OOm, and Oil the other to a biUiard.1'OOm, over 
whit!h ill AD elegant 8ulteofauembly-rooma: it was 
rebuilt in l:B!lO. at an expen8e ,of &,I.~OOO, which was 
sublcribe(/. in sbares; tile pre8eAt fro~t. ,wbat remain. 
of the former t.heat.1re" whlch wu bm:ai' 4cnm in the 

beginning of tM same year:tbe1!easoD.' generally com· 
mences in !rIaY,·aa,d ends in October. A8sembliee.·~ 
held periodically, during the winter, at the Royal HQte1I:i ' 
the room, which is spacious and elegantly fitted up, ia 
also appropriated to the subscription concerts, which are 
supported by more than three hundred subscribers. 
undcr the patronage of the nobility and gentry in the 
neighbourhood: the orchestra combines the first-rate 
talent of the metropolis with the professional skill of 
the town. A second concert has been recently esta­
bli!!hed, which, originating, like the othcr, in a private 
meeting of amateurs, promises to equal the former in 
respect of numbers, though not enjoying such distin­
guished patr(mage. Triennial music meetings, the ret't"ipts 
of which arc appropriated to the support of the general 
hospital, are held at the church and at the theatre; at 
the former, oratorios and selections of sacred music are 
performed, and at the latter, miscellaneous cOllcerts in 
which the principal vocal alld instrumental pcrformertl 
in the kingdom arc engaged. The Vauxhall Gardens. 
which are hrilliantly illuminated, are open during the 
summer, and attract much company to concerts per­
formed there, and to grand displays of fireworks, 
which are frequent during the season. The Lady-well 
baths (so called from one of the springs by which they 
art~ supplied) form a complete establh.hment, consist­
ing nf hot, cold, su)phureous, \'apour, and fumigating 
baths, attached to which Ilrc dressing-rooms and every 
accommodation for invalids. The swimming, or plea­
sure bath is one hundred and ten feet long. antt fifty­
two feet wide, and is supplied with a constant influx 
of water, at the ratt1 of one thousand hogsheads per 
hour; it is surrounded with high walls, shaded witb 
lofty trees, and furnished with alc:ovejj and dressing­
boxes. The gentlemen'S cold bath is sixteen feet long, 
and twelve teet wide, anti is supplied by a spring within 
itself, at the rate of twelve hogsheads per hour; the 
buildings are replete with every accommlldation, and 
the gardtms and pleasure grounds are extensive and 
retired. 

Prior to the year 1715, Birmingham comprised only 
one parish, and tor all civil purposes it is still so con­
sidered: at that time, a small portilill of the original 
parish of St. Martin, consisting of a district ill the centre 
of the town, was formed iuto tbe parish of St. Philip; 
and, in 1829, two other districts were formed into the 
parishes of St. George and St. Thomas: they are all 
within the archdeaconry of Coventry, and diocese of 
Liehfiel~ and Coventry. The living of St. Martin's is 
a rectory, rated in the king's books at 1£19. 3. 6~., and 
in the patronage of the Executors of the late William 
Hawkes, Esq. The church is an ancient strllCture, in 
the decorated style of English architecture, with a 
tower, and a·lofty and well-proportionedapire, wijth·'1_ 
exception of' which, the building, originaIlyoi' 
been cased with brick: within are &everal 
details of some of which are finely exe,cnted. 
of St. Philip', is .. rectory not in charge,· 
annexed the prebend of Sawley, includilll, 
of caDOnneitientiary ,and treasW'el' ' ill,·, 
Church of LWtmeW., with the patl'ODlaa. 
tual cuTacy uf .Sawley, in the 
the patroDegeDf" the Bilhop • 
The,cbureh, ~, in , 
iu,thAl, ' . 
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Corilltbian .and·;the Doric ordeN, with a tower IlUp­
pori,ing a donie and a cupola: the churchyard is n spa­
cinus u.rea,ar01lnd which are many elegant buildings 
,'(J{ modern erection, The living of St. George's is a 
rectory not in charge, in the patronage of the Execu­
tors (if the late William Hawkes, Eaq. The church, 
containing one thousand three hundred and seventy­
eight free sittings, was erected in 18'l2, by subscription 
among the inhabitants, aided by a grant from the parlia­
mentary commissioners, at an expense of :£12,491. 6. 6.: 
it is a fine specimen of the early character of the 
decorated style of English architecture, with a lofty 
square embattled tower, with pierced parapet and 
crocketed pinnacles. The living of St. Thomas' is a rec­
tory not in charge, to which the Executors of the late 
William Hawkes, Esq. presented in 1829, in which year 
the church, containing one thousand four hundred and 
twenty-three free Sittings, was completed, at an expense 
of :£14,112. 10., which was wholly defrayed by a grant 
from the l>arliamentary commissioners: it is a chaste 
and elegant structure, in the Grecian style of architec­
ture, with a handsome steeple, connected in the lower part 
wit.h the sides of the church, by quadrants of the Ionic 
O'1'der. St. Mary's chapel, in the parish of St. Martin, 
erected by subscription in 1774, on a !lite given by 
Miss Weaman, is an octagoIlal brick building, with a 
'!mall stone steeple: thc living is a perpetual curacy, 
in the patronage of trustees appointed under the will 
of the late Miss Weaman. St. Paul's chapel, in the "arne 
parish, built by subscription in 1779, on a site given by 
Misl'l Colmore, is a handsome edifice in the Grecian 
style: the r~of, which over the gallcries is plainly 
groined, is supported on handsomc pillars of the Ionic 
order j the altar· piece is ornamented with a painting 
in stained glass of the Conversion of St. Paul j the 
steeple, which is much admired for thl~ lightness and 
elegnnce of its design, was added ill J 820: the living 
is a perpetual curacy, in the patronage of Mr. Latimer. 
Christ Church, in the parish of St. Philip, erected in 
HilS, by subscription, for the espccial accommodation 
IIf the poor, is a neat plain building, with a handsome 
portico of the Tuscan order, and a spire: the living is 
a 'perpetual curacy, to which is annexed the prebend of 
Tachbrook in the Cathedral Church of Lichfidd j it is 
in the patronage of the Bishop of Lichfield and Coven­
try. St. Bartholomew's, a chapel of ease to the rec­
tory of St. Martin's, is a plain brick building, with 
a cupola; the interior is a good specimen of the 
Tuscan. order, and the altar-piece is richly carved. 
St. Peter's, a chapel of cue to the rectory of St. Philip's, 
containing one thousand four hundred and thirty-one 
free I!littiaga, was built in 1827, at all expense of 
• 13,365. 16. 6., part of which was defrayed by the 

~me:ntlQ'Y .. cmnmiuioners, and was almost destroyed 
JalflUll1'V 1881. There are places of worship 

.' the Society of Friends, Independents, 
Wesleyan: Methodists, Swedenborgians, 

betaideB Scotch church, two Roman 
. Among these, Zion 

1\1&':& ....... ·tlcaeetiu,r.hll>u.e, the Scotch church. 
diatingqished as spacioWi 

_d~ool~1ounded by Edward VI., 
cud endowed with the re-

•. - __ iJ;-., which. prior to the 

dissolution, occupied the site of the present building : 
the endowment, arising from land, at that time amounted 
onl~ to £1l0 per annum j at present, from the grond 
havmg been let on building leases, it produces from 
£ ~OO. to :£10,000 per annum, which, upon the 
expiratIOn of the leases, will be greatly augmented. 
The management is vested in a bailiff and eighteen 
governors, who appoint a head-master, second master, 
and two ullhers, with a writing-master and a drawing­
master. There are seven exhibitions, of i, 70 per 
annum each, to either of the Univel'sitles; and not 
less than eight subordinate schools al'(~ attached to 
the establishment: the number of scholars on the 
foundation is one hundred and fifty: the premises, occu­
pying three sidcllo of a quadrangle, with houses for the 
masters, are about to be rebuilt. The Blue-coat charity 
school was established by subscription, ill 1724, for 
the maintenance, clothing, and education of twenty-two 
boys Ilnd ten girls: its funds having been increased 
by additional subscriptions, donatioll!!, and legacies, the 
buildings were enlllfged ill 1794; there are at present. 
one hundred and thirty boys and sixty girls in the 
school. A similar school for the children of dissenters, 
('stablished in 1762, is now limited to the maintenauct> 
and instruction of forty-eight girls. The National 
and the Lancasterian schools are supported by sub­
scription; and an infant school. which is undcr ex­
cellent regulations, is numerously attended. 

The general hospital is a handsome and f<J>acious 
brick building, consisting of a centre and two wings, 
and containing fourteen wards, in which are one hun­
dred and sixty-five beds. This establishment has ob­
taincd extensive patronage and support: it was opeDt~d 
in 1779, wh('n the committet~, in order to augment itlll 
funds, had recourse to a performance of sacred music, 
under the direction of a London professor, the produce 
of which was i, 127. This performance, rep~ted every 
third year, formed the groundwork of the triennial 
musical festival, for which, under the gratuhous su­
perintendence of Mr. Joseph Moore, a resident amateur, 
Birmingham has, for the last twenty years, been so 
justly celebrated. The receipts, which have been pro­
gressively increasing, now average a net sum of up­
wards of i,5000, available for the benefit of the iRsti­
tution, which, as a school of medicine and Ilurgery, 
has attained a high dcgree of celebrity. The dispen­
sary was established by subscription, in 1794, and 
atrords medical relief to about four thousand patients 
annually: the building, consisting of a centre and two 
wings, is a handsome structure of' freestone, with four 
lofty pilasters supporting a triangular pediment, orna­
mented with a basso-relievo of the "Good Samaritan." 
The self-supporting dispensary, upon the plan of Mr . 
Smith, of Southam, is maintained by small annual 
subscriptions from the poor, aided by those of the 
honorary members. The infirmary for diseases of the 
eye and ear, established by Mr. Hodgson, surgeon, in 
18'll) j and the imirmary for the cure of bodily defor·­
mity, established in 1811" under the patronage of the 
EaT} of Dartmouth, are liberally supported; and .'A 
hori6e, at the extremity of the town, has, QUderthe ~. 
perintendence of Dr. Birt Davies, been. &ppTOpftatec.\u 
a house of rec<fVery from .fever. The aeylumfor 4eaf 
and dumb children was established .in 181.i, ud ia 
partly supported by t. weekly ~, and. putly by 
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subscript,\oa i the number at present mtbe butitution 
is thirt~ ,T,h\ JlC~of i~ .. ' Y is It.... . ' .. ~e .. ee eetahlish­
ment ~ the 'management of tOe~~ . .of the 
poo~1n which three b.undll'ed. children ut',lnaintained, 
an4,~ployed in platting straw, heading !}:Iins, and in 
otru,t kinds of work $uited to their age. 'l'here are 
also almshoWics for the aged and infirm, and numerous 
and extensive funds for· charitable purposes. About a 
mile from the town is a chalybeate spring, ~ich, 
though known to IlOSSt.'Ss highly medicinal properties, 
is not much noticed; and about three miles to the 
W(~st, and within a few hundred yards of the Ik­
nield.street, are the remains of a large quadrangular 
encampment, surrounded by a triple fusse, which, 
from the extent of its area (being UlOre than thirt.y 
acres), is supposed t.o l)e of Danish origin: pie('cs of 
armour, broken swords, and batt.le-axes, bav(~ heen 
ploughed up in the vicinity. Inconsiderable vestiges of 
an ancient priury are still visible in the cellars of !mme 
houses in the square, which now occupy its site; and 
a great nwnbcr of human bones, wd sculls with teeth 
having the enamel perfect, have bet!! found in the neigh­
bourhood, parts of which still bear the names of t.he 
Upper and Lower Priory. At the western ext.remity 
of the town was an hospital, dedicated to St. Thomas 
the Apostle, the revenue of whic:h, in t.he <:l6th of 
Henry VU!., was £8. 5. :l_ l~irmingham gives thl' 
title of baron to the Earl of Dudley. 

BIRSTALL, a chapelry ill that part of thp, pa1'il;h 
of BELGRAVE whieh is in the west.ern divi!,:ion of the 
hundred of GOSCOTE, connty of LEICESTER, :~t miles 
(N. by E.) from LeicelSter, containillg 371 inhabitants. 
The t'hapel, dedicated to St. James, ha!; lat.ely been en­
larged by the addition of one hUDdred anti seventy­
seven I!lttings, uf which number, ninet.y-nine are frec, 
and toward defraying the expense of which the Incor­
porated Society for the cnlargement of ('11nreh(,8 granted 
:t 100. 'I'here is a eummunication with the Leice!;tcr 
and Melton-Mowbray navigation by means of the river 
Soar, whieh rUlls through the chapdry. 

BIRSTALL, a Ilarish in the wapeutake of MORLEY, 
West riding (If the f:ountyof YORK, 7~ milcs (8. w.) 
frum L<~eds, comprising the chupelries of ClackheatoI1, 
Drighlingt.on, Heckmondwike, Liversedge, and 'fong, and 
the townships (If Great ami Little Gomcrsail, Hunsworth, 
and Wike, and containing 21,217 inhabitants. The liv­
i~ is a discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry of 
the East riding, anddioce~ of York, rat(~d in the king's 
books at :£2.~. 19. 2., and in the patronage of the 
Archbishop of York. The ch~r(!h, dedicated to St. 
Peta', bas lately been enlarged by the addition of one 
biJBdrOO. and fifty sittings, one hundred of which are 
free; the IncQrporated Society for tbe enla~ement of 
Churches and chapels having granted. .150' towards 
de&aying tbe expense. There is a place of worship for 
WeIIleyan. Methodists. A cbapel is .also being erected 
,-. BiMenihaw, in this parish. The village of Birstall 
is '.tuaCied. in: the township of Gome1'saIl :,·the clothing 
bwliIlMs prevailfS to a great .extentiDlt\be parisb, in 
~ al~() there are IiOme collieries. 'l1be., Be". William 
~:r~. .~. 1-601, bequeathed «, }OOw·,the erection 
of a~l"f'flIe fuad nowp.t'oduees 1£8. H.; per &unum, 
(8J''Wblbh, m ~ldml are infltructed ~tO'l.l8ly in a 
~ .:acbIiIOl, "hich wu. aected m 1'819', at the 
..... ~of WiiIiauJIGbarl"W.~· taq., Dr. Priestley. 

egu-ally'distingUiehed forbis liCWocley Of Unitarian., 
ilmi his discoveries in ebemmry, was 'born at Field-~ 
in this parish, in 1183; be died in America, in 18"04": i 

BIRSTWITH, a township in the parish of H:A;lIP8~ 
TH'WA1TF., lower divi.ion of the wapt'tltake of CLAl'tO, 
West riding of the CO'01lty of YORK, 8 mi1e~ (w. by N.) 
from Knaresborough, containing 621 inhabitants .. John 
Richmond, in 1711, gave a rent-charge (If £14 for tb1: 
instruction of poor boys belonging to the townships cd 
Birstwith and :Fcllieclitf. 

BIRTHORPE, a chapelry in the parish of SEMPER­
INGHAM, wnpentake of AVU.AND, parts of KESTEVEN, 

count.y of LINCOLN, ~! miles (E.) from Folkingham, 
containing :)6 inhabit.ants. 

BIRTLE, a joint township with Bamford; in th( 
parish of MmDLEToN, hundred of SAI.FORD, count) 
palatine of LANCASTER, 'J miles (E.N.E.) from Bury 
containing, with Bamford, 1207 inhabitants. The mao 
nufaeture of woollen and cotton goods, and the printing 
of calico, are carried on here. 

BIRTLES, a township in the pari~h of PRESTnURY, 

hundred of MA(:CU:sFIEI.n, C0l11lty palatine of CHES· 
TER, 2!- miles (w. by N.) from MaC'c\esfield, containing 
47 inhabitants. There arc various tumuli ill the neigh. 
bourhood, and fragments of urns, which formerly con· 
tained burnt bones, have been disC'overed. 

BIRTLEY, R. township in that part of tIl!' pari!!h 01 
CHRSTER Ie STIlJ~ET which is in the middle division 01 
CHESTER ward, county palatine of Dt1ItHAM, 5t mile! 
(s. by E.) from Gateshead, containing 1:.lH6 inhahitant!! 
many of whom are employed in the ('oal mint'S ill th, 
"icinity. There is a placr of worship for Roman Ca· 
tholics. A brine-spring exist~ in the town~hip, frotI 
wl1i('h ",alt is made. 

BIRTLEY, a paroehial chapelry in tIl(' llorth· 
eastenl division of TINDALl; ward, county of NORTH· 
UMBERLAND, 5 miles (s. E. by A.) from Bt.·llin~ham 
containing, with a small portion of the tovmship o' 
Broomhope with Buteland, 393 inhabitants. Th. 
living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdenC'(lllry 0 

Northumberland, and dioC'ese of Durham, cudowec 
with £400 private bcnefaction, and £800 royal bounty 
and in the patronage of the Dukp of Northumber 
land. Birtley was formed into a parochial c:hapclry h 
1765, in which year it was 8C'parat('d from the parisI 
of ChoUerton. Coal and lime exist in the neigh 
bourhood: there it! a day and Sunday.school in th. 
village. 
. BIRTS.MORTON, a parish in the lower division-o 
the hundred of PEtUllIORE, county of WOR(:ESTER,,·6l 
milt.'S (S. w.) from Upton upon Severn, containing2a1 
inhabitants. The living is a rectory, 'in the' archdh 
conry and diocese of Worcester, rated'm the . 
books at £7. 8.1~" and in thepatronapof J: 
well, Esq. The church is dedicated t&·'$t: . 
St. Paul. A charity scbool was endowijd" 
Jwce; iJt 1703; t'orthe instruetion of' . 
whom 'are clothed 'by 1neans of a sena1'1ll~-1 
maner-house •• ·'81l aIleient edifice, 
moat stilt 
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"t~,i)."', _ in the pAtroDageof the Duke. ot.Ru~qt. 
n,.obureh i. dedicated to St. John 'the Baptist. SAc 
i. 6, school with a trifling endowment. 

,BISCATHORPE •. a parish in the eastern division 
oftbe wapentake of WRAGGOE, parts of LnrDIlfIilY, 
county of LIJfCOLJf, 8 miles (N.E. bY;E.) from Wragby, 
(!Dotaining 81 inhabitants. The living is a discharged 
rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Lincoln, 
rated in the king's books at 1,5. 18.4., endowed with 
i,iOO royal bounty, and in the patronage of the Crown. 
The church is dedicated to St. Helen. 

BISCOTl', a hamlet in the parish CJi LUTON, hUll­
dred of FLITT, county of BEDFORD, 2 miles (N. by w.) 
from Luton. The population 'is returned with Limbury. 

BISHAM, a parish in the hundred of BEYNHURST, 
county of BERkS, 4t miles (N.W.) from Maidenhead, 
oontalnlng 7()7 inhabitants. The living is a discharged 
l'icarage, in the archdeaconry of Berks, and diocese of 
Salisbury, rated in the king's books at i,7.1~. 1., and 
mdowed with 1,200 and 1,20 per annum private benefac­
~ion, £000 royal bounty, and 1,900 parliamentary grant, 
md in the patronage of G. Vansittart, Esq. The church, 
~edicated to All Saints, is pleasantly situated close to 
:11e river Thames, the banks of which are adomed with 
nterel!lting scenery, and many pleasing seats. The 
'oUing of copper into sheets, and the making of copper 
Jolts for the navy, and of pans and other vessels in 
~opper, are carried on here to a considerable extent. 
rem pIe mills, esteemed among the most complete and 
)owerful of the kind in the kingdom, received this name 
'rom having been in the possession of the Knights 
remplars, who established a preceptory here, on recciv­
ng a grant of the manor from Robert de Ferrariis, in 
:he reign of Stephen. This institution, on the dis80lu­
ion of the society, was succeeded by an Augustine 
Jriory, founded in 1338, by William de Montacute, 
~arl of Salisbury, the revenue of which, in the 26th of 
lenryVIII., amount.ed to £827.4. 6. It was surren­
lered in 1536, was re-founded by the king, for 11 mi­
red abbot and thirteen Benedictine monks, aud was 
inally dissolved on the 19th of June, 1538: the abbey 
\las frequently vil.ited by Henry VIII., and also by Queen 
~li%abeth. who resided here some time, a large state 
tpartment being still ealled the Queen's eouncil-cham­
ler; but a very small portion only of the conventual 
tuildings can be traced in the mansion which now 
ICCUpie. its site. 

BISHAMPrON, a parish in the middle division of 
:he hundred of OaWALDSI.OW, county of WORCESTER, 
ii., miles (N.B. by N.) from Pershore, containing 874 
nllabitants. The living is a discharged vicarage, h,). 
:he arcladeaconry and diocese of Worcester, rated in 
;be king', boWl. at 1.1.9. 9i., endowed with 1,400 pri­
rate kOefaction, and £400 royal bounty, and in the 

of ' the BiJhop of Worcester. The ehurch is 
Peter. , 
BOUllNE, & parish in the hundred of 
,ladle r.t Sr. AUGV8TfNE, county of 

by If) from Canterbury, containing 
lWing fl • I'eCtory, with the per-

_',,~!f,J~t.1D aBnexed, in the ,arcbdeacour y 
~Ift,~g.te.;lbar.." rated ill the king's boolul at 

patronage of the 
uit,erbinrv.. l'he cburch 

BISl;lOP'S-CASTLE, a 
bo,?~b, market town. 94 
parlshob~Virag separate jU,2 
l'isdictiOl!., .:,locally in the. 
hundred of Purslow, county 
of SALOP, 19 miles (N. W. 
by N.) from Ludlow, 201: 
(8. w. by s.) from Shrews­
burt~·and 157 (N. w. byw.) '51B~i 
from London, containing 
18HO inhabitants, of whi<!h 
number, 1616 are within 
the borough. Tbis place Corporate Sea.1. 
owes its name to a castle belonging to the bishops of 
Hereford, that. stood bere, but of which the site alone, 
now a bowling-green belonging to the Castle Inn, aud 
Bome small portions of thc enclosing walls, ('an he 
traced: a 8ubterrancou8 passage is said to have sub­
sisted from this castle to another at some dh;tance, the 
arched entrancc to which is shown in the garden of an 
adjoining house; bllt it is scarcely distinguishable frum 
the heaps of stoneJ! found in various parts of the hill 
on which the castle stood. Tbe town is partly situated 
on the summit, but chiefly on the steep declivity of a 
hill: the houses in general are meanly built of unbewn 
stone, with thatched roofs; though, in detached situa­
tions, there arc several handsome edifices of modern 
ert'(!tion. Such of the inbabitants as have not pumps 
attached to their houses, are indifferently supplied with 
water, from a reservoir under the town-hall, into which 
it is conveyed by pipes from the neighbouring hills. 
The market is on Friday, and is well supplied with 
grain, which is sold by sample: the mark(,t-house, built 
within the last twenty years, by the Earl of Powis, is Ii 

handsome edifice of stone, supported on piazzall; the 
area is used all a corn market, and the upper part as a 
school-room. The fairs are on February lath, for cattle auu 
sheep; on tht' Friday preceding Good Friday, which is a 
very large fair for horued cattle; ou the first Fr:day aftlf 
May-day, a pleasure and statute fair; July bth, for­
merly a grt'.at wool fair; September 9th, and November 
13th, for homed cattle, sheep, and horses. The govern­
ment, by charter granted in the 15th year of the reign 
of Elizabeth, and confirnled and extended by James I., 
is vested in a baililf, recorder, and fifteen capital bur. 
gesses, assisted by a town-clerk, two serjeants at mace, 
and suborwnate offic:crl!: the bailiff, late baililf, ami 
recorder, are justices of the peace. The bailiff is elected 
from among the capital burgesses, on the flrst Mondal 
before Micbaelmas-day, aud swonl into office on tb~ 
flrst Monday after it; the capital burge&8es are chosCll 
by a majority of the burgesses at large: the freedom 
is acquired only by birth. The corporation hold 8 

court of sesl;lioIl quarterly for the borough, on the next 
Wednesday after the general quarter sessions for the 
county, at which the bailiff, the late bailiff or justice, 
aud the recorder, preside; and a court of record ill 
held every alternate Saturday, for the recovery of debtli 
under £20, under the presidency of the bailiff and tW(J 

capital burgesses. The town-hall is a plain b;rick 4tdj.. 
fice on pillal'fl and arches, built by the B\l~tione oj 
the burgesses, ill 1150, with a prison on-lhe;~en1 
story for criminals, and above it one for debtoril. ,. ,;'.I,'Iu 
elective franchise was conferred in the ,gfith of.. 8., 
beth. since "'bieb time the borougbhu retuxmd tw( 

t ~ A " 
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members to W'rliament.. The right of electionp"vested 
in the bur~s generally, ab~t sixty in oomool pro­
vided they"have heen resid.ent ~ithin the b~~htwelve 
montlis prior to the electlOn, lD default of ",.,hlCh they 
lose:~beir title to vote: t.he bailiff is the returning 
officer. 

The living is a vicarage, in the archdeaconry of 
SaklP, and diocese of Hereford, rated in the king's books 
at :£9. l~. 10., and in t.he patronage of the Eat'l of 
Powis. The church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, 
is a fine old structure, prindpally in the Norman style, 
with a square embattled tower, crowned with pinnacles: 
it. was burnt in the parliamentary war, by Cromwell, and 
hal! been rebuilt withtmt a due regard to the original 
st.yle of its architecture. The free school was founded, 
in 1737, by Mrs. Mary Morris, in memory of her first 
hu;;hand, Mr. John Wright, of Wimbledon in Surrey, 
merchant, a native of Bishop's Castle, and endowed 
with £. 1000 in the three per cents., for the instnlction 
of twenty-five boys and twenty-five girls in reading, 
writing, and arithmet.ic, and the l~tcr in sewing and 
knitting. Some charitable benefacfions arc distributed 
by the vicar and churchwardens, in money and bread. 
Jeremy Stephens, Bnthor of various doctrinal works, 
and the learned coadjutor of Sir Henry Spelman in the 
compilation of the" English Councils," was a native of 
thc place. 

BISHOP'S DALE, a township in the parish of Avs­
f:ARTH, we8tern division of the wapentake of HANG, 
North riding of the county of YORK, 12 miles (S. W. 
by w.) from Middleham, containing 95 inhabitants. 
The neigllbourhood contains several waterfalls, and 
abounds with picturesquc scenery. 

BISHOP'S FEE, a liberty in thc parish of ST. 
MARGARET, borough of LEICESTER, though locally in 
the hundred of Gartree, county of LEIC};STER. The 
population is returned with Leicester. The magis­
tratt'R for the borough, and thosc for the county, 
excrdse concurrent jurisdiction throughout the liberty, 
the inhabitants of wllich pay {~hurcb and poor rates 
to tbe parish of St. Margaret, but are assessed for the 
king's taxes with the hundred of Gartree, the petty 
sessions for which are occasionally held here. 

BISHOP-SIDE (HIGH and LOW), a township in 
that part of the parish of RIPON which is within the 
liberty of RIPON, West riding of the county of YORK, 
ll>! miles (W. S. w.) from Ripon, containing, with the 
1'Qarket town of Pateley-Bridge, 2072 inhabitants. 
" BISBOPSTON, a chapelry in the parish of OLD 
STRATFORD, Stratford division of the hundred of BA.R­
LlCHWAY, county of WARWICK, 21 miles (N.N. w.) from 
Stratford upon Avon, with whicb place tbe population 
ill returned. The living is a perpetual curacy, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Worcester, endowed with 
;£ 1000 royal bounty, and £ 200 parliamentu'y grant. and 
in the patronage of the Vicar of Stratford. The chapel, 
&d,~cated to St. Peter, is in ruins. 

"BISlIOPSTON, a parish in the hundred of DOWN­

TON, though locally in the hundred of OJaalk, county 
or'WlLTS, SimUe. (8. byw.) from WUtQn, containing 
663' l~",bi~. The living is a vic ..... in the 
archdeAeOofoy and diocese of Salinury, ftted in th1l 
kj~:" . b30b at __ It. 1. S,; there i. also a sinecure 
~; rated. at "l~; 14. t, ;bothue lnt'be patTonage 
~tb~ But 'of PemWoke and l4ontpmery. The church, 

~.to St. John. the. Ba~ is a Jaandsome crucl,. 
{tirm edifice, in the decor-.ted style of English -.bi,. 
teeture; the chancel contains three eea.ta iD caaopie4 
nicbes, and has a finely ol'll&lDente4. roof. 

'BISHOPS1'ON, a parish in the hundred ofR.&Ks~ 
BUay, county of WILTS, 5t miles (E.) from Sw.iJldoD, 
containing 572 inhabitaati!. The living is a v~, 
in the peculiar jurisdiction and patronage of the Preben­
dary of Bishopston in the Cathedral Church of Sali •• 
bury, rated in the king's books at 166. 6. 8. The church 
is dedicated to St. Mary. 

BISHOPS'iONE, a parish in the hundred of GaUls. 
WORTH, county of HEREFORn, 1 miles (w. N. w.) from 
Hereford, containing 27b inhabitants. The living is 
a discharged rectory, with the vicarage ofYazor annexed, 
in the archdeaconry and dioceae of Hereford, rated in 
the king's books at £7.7. 6., and in tbe patronage of 
Sir Uvedale Price, Bart. The churcb is dedicated to 
St. Lawrence. 

BISHOPSTONE, a parish in the hundred of BISHOl'­
STONE, rape of l>J,;vENSEY, county of SUSSEX, It 
mile (N. W. by N.) from Seaford, containing 277 inha­
bitants. The living is a ditlcharged vicarage, in the 
archdeaconry of Lewes, and diocese of Chichester, rated 
ill the king's books at £ 8. 13. 4., endowed with £ 200 
royal bounty, and in the patronage of the :Bishop of 
Chichester. 'fhe church, comprising a nave, t.wo ehall­
cels, and a tower, is chiefly in thc Norman style of 
architecture. The Rev. James Hurdis, Pruft'l'lsor of 
Poetry at Oxford, and author of the "Villagc Curate," 
and nther interesting poems, was born here, in 1763. 

BISHOP'S STORTFORD, county of HEIlT1!"ORD.­

See STORTFORD (BISHOP'S). 
BISHOPSTROW, a parish in the hundred of WAR­

MINSTER, county of WILTS, It mile (Eo 8.E.) from 
Warminster, containing 275 inhabitants. Thl! living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Snli,,;., 
bury, rated in the king's books at :£ 11. 10" and in the 
patronage of Sir J. D. Astley, Bart. The church is de­
dicated to St. Adelme. About the commencement of 
the present century, three urns, containiug Roman 
brass coins, were dug up bere, 

BISHOP'S WOOD, a township in the parish of 
BREWOOD, eastern division of the hundred of CUT'l'UC­
STO:NJ!:, coUlltyof STA,l'FoRn. The population is returned 
with the parish. 

BISHOP-THORPE, a parigh in the ainsty of the 
city, and east riding of the county, of YoaK, !It milCH 
(s. by w.) from York, containing 301 inhabitants, 'Ehe 
living is a discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry $ld 
diocese of York, rated in the king's books at __ '.eD­
dowed with i,400 private benefaction, and __ '00 royal 
bounty, and in the patl'o~ of the Archbiilhop of, York. 
The church, dedicated to St. Andrew. "l" rebuilt, bJ 
Archbishop Drummond, in 1766, and &domed " . . 
rious window, brought from tbe castle of c. •• ;; 
parish WlUI 'called St. Andrew's 
was purcbll.8ed, in the -reign of J obn, 
Archbishop of York,. who built a. 
bere jon"'Which ~J the epl:!CO.pq,l. 

to it, andu hubeeia :t»'ooutant re.ll~MqGf,."" 
bishops ainoe the of Ca~_!t'rQ~e, 
parlilU'l1entary ~~ ': 
aad'.bel11sbed. b:y.: 
prelate took dO'Wll 
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dobl .. til~d in 18US. AttaBaed to it ill a chapel. 
fuuBlIed:bydeGrey l it ill in the early style of English 
..,c'bitIect'Il1'e. 

BISHOPTON, a parisbfn the south-western divillion 
of S'tOOK'l'OH ward, county palatine of DURH.U(, com­
pri.ing the toW1Ubips of Bishopton, East and West 
NeWbiggiutl.and Little Stainton, and containing 458 
inhabitants, df which number, S65 are in the townahip 
of Bishoptoll, 6 miles (w. by N.) from Stockton. The 
living ,is a discharged vicarage, iu the archdeaconry and 
diocel!e of Durham, rated in the king's books at 
1.4. 5. 10., endcswed with 1£200 private benefaction, and 
.. tOO 1'Oyal bounty, and in the patronage of the'Mastel' 
and Brethren of Sherburn Hoapital. The church is de­
dicatedto St. Petel'. A parochial 8cbool, with a house 
fol' the muter, was built a few yeal'S ago, by subscrip­
tion, and i8 partly wpported by a small annuity. In a 
field at the eastern extremity of the village there are 
vestiges of an intrenchment, which is supposed to have 
been part of the fortifications that guarded thc mansion 
of the faithful Roger de Conyers, from whom William 
de St. Barbara, elect. bishop of Durham, received power­
ful alfSistance in his struggleagaiust Comyn, the usurper 
of the see, about the middle (If the twelfth century, and 
at this 8ecurc retreat received the homage of those of 
his V888al8 who returned to their duty. 

BISHOPrON, a township in that part of the parish 
of RIPON which is in the liberty of RIPON, West riding 
of the county of YORK, 2! miles (N. byw.) from Ripon, 
containing 136 inhabitants. 

BISHTON, a parish in the lower division of the 
hundred of CALDICO"I"I', county of MONMOUTH, 4 miles 
(S.E. by E.) from Caerleon, containing 153 inhabitants. 
The living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry 
and diocese of Llandaff, endowed with :£ lOOO royal 
bounty, and in the patronage of the Arclldeacon of Llan­
daW. The church is dedicated to St. Cadwallader. 

BISLEY, a parish (formerly a market town) in 
the hundred of BtIlLEY, county of GLOUCESTER, 11 
miles (S. E.) from Gloucester, and 91 (w.) from London, 
containing 5421 inhabitants. The town is situated 
partly on the acclivity ofa hill, and partly in the vale 
beneath it, which is watered by a small stream. The 
streets are irregularly formed, and contain few houses 
of respectable appearance. The inhabitants are chiefty 
employed in the manufacture of broad cloth, which is 
C8!rried on to a considerable extent. The Thames and 
Severn eanal pUBeS throogh the parish, and, near the 
extremity of it, enters a tunnel, through which it i8 
emid'lld:ed for nearly two miles and a half under Sal­
pert.onhi1\. A market 'Was fonnerly held here, but it 
bas beeb'idiJJCOtttinued: the fail'S are on May 4th and 
~.tvei:nber 1!tb. The town is within the jurisdiction 

of request8 held at Cirencester, for the 
'of. OfreBceeter, cstab~shed by an act 

. of George It!., for the recovery of 
: 'codables and other officers are 

···eomt·leet of the lord of the manor. 
. archdeaconry IWd diocese 

-....r~ •. _ king'. books at *.1 p. 10. 5 •• 
Crown. The chUl'cb, de­

and handsome 
and partly in the 
wi~ a tower BUr­

other 'interestin; 

monufuents is a sta.tue of one of the family of Not. 
tingham. In the churchyard there is an octagon,al 
cross, handsomely panelled in trefoil, and sunnotmted 
with an ancient. font, erected over a well, in which a 
man having been drowned, the cemetery W88 placed 
under an interdict for three years, during which time 
the dead were carried to Bibury for interment. There 
Is a place of worship for Wesleyan Methodists. The 
free school is supported by a portion of the produce of 
lands left for the rephir of the ehUl'ch, the payment of 
the clerk, and the solary of the schoolmaster, who re­
ceives at present £ 13. 14. per annum. A Blue-coat 
~chool fol' clothing and inl!t.ructing ten boys, endowed 
In 1820, by Mr. Taylor, has heen incorporated with the 
free school, and the master receivell a salary of £ 12. l'l. 
per annum, for instructing the boys. 'l'hc common, then 
consisting of one thouHand two hundrcd acres, was 
given to the poor of this parish by Roger Mortimer, 
Earl of March, in the reign of Edward III.; a comi­
derable part of it has been enclosed. At Lilly-house, a 
hamlet near the to\fn, a vaulted ehamher was discovercd, 
with several adjoining apartments, having tesselated 
pavements, and niches in the walls; some other relies 
of antiquity, supposcd to be Roman, have also been 
found at Custom·Scmbs, another adjacent hamlet. 

BISLEY, It parish in the first division of the hun­
drt'fl of GODLEY, county of SURREY, 4 miles (s. E.) 
from Bagshot, containing 273 inhabitants. The living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Surrey, and diocese 
of Winchester, rated in the king'll hooks at £7. 16. 8., 
and in the patronage of the Rev. John King, the Rev. 
Charles Simeou, and the Rev. - Ball. The chUl'ch. part 
of which is built with timber and brick plaistered over, 
is dedieated to St. John the Baptist, and is said t.o be 
six centuries old: near it there is a chalyh(!ate spring, 
called St. John the Baptist's well. 

BISPHAM, a parish in the hundred of AMOUNDER­
NESS, cmmty palatine of LANCASTER, compr,sing the 
townships of Bispham with Norbrcck) and Lay(on with 
Warbrick, and containing lO72 inhabitants, of which 
number, 323 are in the townsltip of' Bispham with Nor­
hreck, 3 miles (W. N. w.) from Poulton. The living is 
a perpetual curacy. in the archdeaconry of Richmond. 
and diocese of Chester, endowed with £400 private bene­
fact.ion, and £400 royal bounty, and in the p~tr()nagt' of 
B. Hesketh, Efiq. Richard Higginson founded a sehoo} 
in 1659, whieh he endowed with a rent-charge of £30; 
the income, by subsequent benefactions, bas been aug­
mented to £ iO ])er annum. 

BISPHAM, a chapelry in the parish of CRO!!TON, 
hundred of Llt'YLAND, county palatine of LANCAlITltll., 
6! miles (N. E. by E.) from Ormskirk, containing 254 
inhabitants. The living is a perpetual cUl'acy, in the 
archdeaconry and diocese of Chester, and in the pa­
tronage of the Trustees of the founders of the chapel, 
which is dedicated to St. John. A free grammar school. 
founded by Richard Durning, in 16~, ill endowed with 
an estate producing about :£ 200 per anD\lDl. 

BISTERN-BARTLEY, a tything in the parishDt' 
EUNG, hundred of REDBRIDGE, New Forest (~) 
division of the county of SOUTHAMPTON. The popula­
tion is returned ..vitli the parish. 

BrrCHFIELD, a parish in tae wapentake of BEL­
TlaLOE, parts of KS8TEVEH, covnty of LIN~LN. S! 
mUes (N. by w.) from Corby, containing 144 inhabit~ 
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ants. The living is a diacharged vicarage, ill the arch­
deaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated intbe king's 
books at :£ 5. 11. .,,!., endowed with £~OO parliament­
ary grant, and in the patronage of the Billlmp of Lin­
coln, The church is dedicated to St. Mary Magda­
lene. 

BITCHFIELD, a township in the parish of STAM­
FORDHAM, north-eastern division of TINDALl: ward, 
county of NORTHUMBERLAND, 13 miles (N. w.) from 
Newcastle, containing 39 inhabitants. 

BITTADON, a parish in the hWldred of BRAUN­
TON, county of DEVON, &J: miles (N. by W.) from 
Barnstaple, containing 52 inhabitants. The living is a 
discharged rectory, in the archdeaconry of Bamstaple, 
and diocese of Exeter, rated in the king's books at 
:£5. ~. 8!., and in the patronage of G, A. Barbor, Esq. 
The church is dedicated to St. Peter. 

BITIERING (LITILE), a parish in the hundred of 
LAUNDITCH, county of NORFOLK, I) miles (N.W.) from 
East Dereham. The population is returned with the 
parish of Beeston St. Mary. The living is a discharged 
rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Norwich, 
rated in the king's books at £2. 13. 6!., endowed with 
£800 royal bounty, and in the patronage of James 
Dover, El'lq. 

BITIERLEY, a parish po.rt,)y in thc hundred of 
Ml1NSLOW, but chiefly in the hundred of OVERS, coWlty 
of SALOP, 4! miles (E.N.E.) from Ludlow, containing 
1064 inhabitants. The living is a rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of Salop, and diocese of Hereford, rated 
in the king's books at £18. 6, 3., and in the patronage 
of Sir J. D, King, Bart. The church is dedicated to St. 
Mary. John Newborough, in 1112, gave £400, now 
l)roducing :£ 34 per ann1Ull, toward the support of a 
free grammar school. 

BITTERN, a tyt,hing in that part of the parish of 
SmITH STONEHAM which it! in the hundred of MANS­

lUUDGE, Fawley division of the county of SOUTHAMP­

TON, 2 miles (N.E.) from Southampton. The popUlation 
is returned with the parish. There is a place of wor­
ship for W csleyan Methodists. Bittern is within the 
jurisdiction of the Chcyn~y Court held at Winchester 
every Thursday, for the recovery of debts to any amount. 
This was the site of the Roman station Clau.entum.. a 
variety of Roman relics has been fOWld, 

BlTTESBY. a liberty in the parish of CLAYBBiOOK.E, 
hundred of GUTIILAXTON, county of LElCEflTJCR, 8 
miles (W. by N.) from Luttel.'worth, containing 11 in­
habitants. 

BITIESWELL, a parish in the hundred of' GUTH­

LAXTON, county of LEICESTER, 1 mile (N. by w.) from 
Lutterworth, containing '27 inhabitant.. The living is 
a vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Leiceater,.and diocese 
of Lincoln. rated in the king~fI boob at £ .. 3, 01., and 
intbe alternate patyonage of the Me.atel' and Wardens 
of the Haberdashers' Company, and the Governors of 
Christ's Ji08pital, London. The church. dedicated to 
St. Mary. The Roman Watling-$'eet palMI along the 
verge of' the parish. and there i. a miDeral, IIpringwithin 
ita limits. ' 

Bl'l'TISCOMBE, a hamlet fa the parWa of UPTON, 
hundred of WILLlTON·andPRu.A.lftfl ... ; county of 
SO.lIa ....... ''lbe popu1atjon 1, l'8~with, the p.­
mit. Here \Vas aneieDtly. dHIpIdl ,.wchh.. lNen 
'demoUabed. ' 

, ,BrrrON, a.-.n •• the 1lpper;4itJlioo<Ji ,tbe'itlua", 
dred of L.U\l'GLBY and SwtN.a.iD-, collnt.y of ~uw 
CEST:Ell, comprising the cliapelries,of Banh .. andQld ... 
land, and the hamlet ofBitton,abd ~ntaining 7171 
inhabitants, of which number, 1788 ate in the hamlet, of 
Bitton, 6t miles (E. S. E.) from Bristol. The liv-bag is 
a discharged vicarage, in the archdeacl)Dry and diDee&e 
of Gloucester, rated in the king'fI books at :£ 18. 15., 
and in the patronage of' the, Prebendary of Bitton in 
the Cathedral Church of Sali.bury. The church, dedi­
cated to St. Mary, is a lar~ and handsome edifice, with 
a finely ornamented tower, partly Norman, and partly 
in the later style of English architecture; it contains 
one thousand and nineteen sittings, of which eight 
bundred and eighty-eight are free, and in 18i2 was 
constituted a district church. A 'chapel was built in 
18~0, under the provisions of a late act, toward the 
expellse of which the parliamentary commissioners 
granted :£2~93. The river Avoll Bows along the aouth­
em side of the parish. 

BIX-BRAND, a parish in the hundred of BUf­
FIELD, county of OXFORD, 4 miles (N, w. by N.) from 
Henley upon Thames, containing, with Bix-Gibwen, ;183 
inhabitants. The living is a rectory, with that of Bix­
Gibwcn consolidated, in the archdeaconry and diocese of 
Oxford, rat.ed in the king's hooks at :£9. 15., and in the 
patronage of the Earl of Macclesfield. The chllrch is 
dedicated to St. James. 

BIX-GIBWEN, a parish in the hundred of BIN­
FIELD, county of OXFORD, 2! miles (N. w.) from Hen­
ley upon Thames. The population is returned with 
Bix-Brand. The living is a rectory, consolidkted with 
that of Bix-Brand, in the archdeaconry and diocese 
of Oxford. The church, which was dedicated to St. 
Michael, is in ruins. 

BIXLEY, a parish in the hundred of HICNSTJtAD, 
county of NORFOLK, 3 miles (8. E. by 8.) from Nor­
wich, containing 107 inhabitants. The living is a dis­
charged rectory, with that of Earl's Framlingham united, 
in the archdeaconry of Norfolk, and diocese of Norwich. 
rated in the king's books at £5, and in the patronage of 
the Duke of Norfolk. The church, dedicated to St. 
Wandegisi1us, to whose image here pilgrimages were 
formerly made, is an ancient edifict', built by William 
de Dunwich, in 1 <.Z72. 

BIXTON, or BICKERSTON, a parish in the hun­
dred of FORBllOE, county of NORFOLK, 5i miJeE 
(N. hy w,) from Wymondham. The population ifl lie­

turned with Barnbam-Broom. The living is a rectory, 
united, with that of Barnham-Broom, to the vical'8iE 
of' Kimberley, in the archdeaconry of Norfolk, and dio· 
cese of Norwich, rated in the king'tiI. books at .£i. 6. S. 
The church, DOW desecrated, was deWcated1iO~~. 
Andrew. .'/'. • ~ 

BLABY, a pariah i,n the hundred . , 
CO\Ulty of LltlCl:lITltB., 'i miles (S. by 
ter. CODtainiDg. with the chapelry of, 
1730 iDhabitailw. . The is a 

Leiceater, and 
,:1.15. 

....... r: __ ~_ .. 
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:n,rt1llODih, ~_J.~ Jab8tants. The)iring is 
• ~:."h:al'age. i*,the .archdeaconry of Totneas, 
end. di~,of Exeter, ra~ in the king's books at 
lIUti. 8. g., eau\owed with "'iOO private benefaction, 
and.iOO !Oyal botmty,. and in the patronage of Col. 
Seale. The ehurcb;tledicated to St. Michael, contains 
a Normaafoot, and a wooden screen richly carved. 
There is aplaee of worship for Wesleyan Methodists. 
.BLACDOBOUGH, a parish in the hundred of 
HAY1UDGS. county of DEVON, 5 miles (E.S.E.) from 
CuUoraJltoD, containing 14 inhabitants. The living is 
a rectory, annexed to that of BWldley, in the archdea 
conqand diocese of Exeter, rated in the king's books 
at £4. The church. which was dedicated to AU Saints, 
i. deaecrateci, but the cemetery is still used. 
. BLACKBROOK, or BLAKEBROOK, a hamlet in 
that part of the parish of KIDDER'MINSTED. which is 
called the Foreign, lower division of the hundred of 
HALFsHIIlE, county of WORCESTER, ! a mile (w.) 
from Kidderminster. The population is returned with 
the parish. Several new houses have lately been erect­
ed in this hamlet, which has become an agreeable part 
of the environs of Kiddenninster. 

BLACKBURN, a parish in the lower division of 
the hundred of BLACKBURN, county palatine of LAN­
CASTER, comprising the market town of Blackburn, the 
chapelries of Balderston, Billington, Great Harwood, Over 
Darwen, Mellor, Salesbury, Samlesbury, Tockholes. and 
Walton Ie Dale, and the townships of Clayton Ie Dale, 
Cuerdale, Lower Darwen, Dinkley, EccleshiIl, Little 
Harwood. Livesey, Osbaldeston, Pleasington, Rams­
grave, Rishton, Wilpshire, and Witton, and contain­
ing 53,850 inhabitants, of which number, 21,940 are in 
the town of Blackburn, 81 miles (s. E. by S.) from Lan­
caster, and 210 (N.N. w.) from London. This place 
takes its name from a small rivulet flowing near the 
town, which, from the turbid state of the water, was 
anciently called Blakeburn, or the yt'llow bourne. A 
('AStle il!l said to have been built here, probably by the 
Romans, which, after their departure from the island, 
was occupied successively by the Britons and the 
Saxons l but there are no vestiges of it, nor can even 
its site be dil!ltinctly 88certained. Blackburn was for­
l1lerly the capital of a district, called Blackburnshire, 
which for many ages was a dreary and uncultivated 
'Waste. In the reign of Elizabeth, it was distinguished 
&8 a good market town, and, in.tbe middle of the follow­
ing ceQtury, was celebrated for its supplies of corn, cat­
tle, aod provisions. The town is pleasantly situated on 
the northerD bank of the river Derwent, over which 
_ three stone bridges, and in a valley sheltered by 
... ridgeAf hUla, extending from the north-east to the 

11:IoIl1-WiiIMi: it COI1lIists of several streets, irregularly 
containing several well-built, and many re­

it. i. well paved, lighted with gas, 
IUPIP)j«!d with water. '. In 1824, an act of 

ob1l:ai1:aed for CODBtructing a ncw turn­
CI'08sing the river Ribble at 

diatauce is shortened nearly 
same!U!t the town. has been 
~ aasembly-rooms, a 1lIlh-

:MIiPUlilIIIJ,' Society, and atbeatre, 
~,,~~~,,£~~~m~Gwl~ro~ofBm~. 

B1aek.burn greys, 
:which. fotmetly ftour· 

ished here to a considerable extent, have been super • 
eed.ed by the manufacture of calico, ninalin, and cotf;on 
goods: not les8 than forty thousand pieces of the Jut 
are, on an average, made weekly, in which about ten 
thousand persons are employed: the value of these 
goods, exclusively of dyeing and printing, is estimated 
at two millions sterling per annum. There are large 
factories for the spinning of cotton, printing and dye. 
ing establishments, and extensive bleaching grounds. 

Some of the earliest and most important improve­
ments in the spinnillg and manufactur,. of cotton ori. 
ginated with James HatgJ.'\!ave, a carpenter in this town, 
who was the inventor and patentee of the spinning 
jenny, which has since been so generally adopted. The 
introduction of machinery into the factories excited 
a powerful sensation among the workmen of this place, 
and crt'.ated such tumultuous proceedings on the part 
of the populuce, who destroyed several of the factories 
in which it was used, that the inventor Was drivl'u 
from the town; and many individuals who had invested 
large capitals in the establishment of cotton-factories, 
were so intimidated, that they embraecd the earliest 
opportunity of withdrawing their investments, and re­
moving to places where they might l'mploy them with 
greater security. There are at present about. one hun­
dred thousand spindles in operation in the town and 
neighbourhood, which produce about thirty-five thou-
80nd pounds of yarn weekly. The Leeds and Liverpool 
c:mal passes the town, and affords communication with 
the Mersey, the Dee, the Ouse, the Trent, the Humber, 
the Severn, und the Thames, formiug a most extensivc 
line of inland navigation. The market days are 
Wednesday and Saturday: the fairs are beld on Easter­
Monday, May 11th and l~th, and October 17th; a cat­
tle fair is also held on the first Wednesday beforc Fe­
bruary 2nd, and on every alternate W cduesday till 
Michaelmas. The want of a convenicnt market-place 
is strongly felt in this populous town; Flcming-square 
bas been recently appropriated for t.his p1.M'pose, but 
the area is scarcely large cuough. Oue sille of the 
square is occupied by a spacious cloth-hall, erected 
for the exhibition and sale of Yorkshire woollen cloths, 
a great quantity of which is brought hither. Black­
burn is within the jurisdiction of the magistrates act­
ing for the hundred to which it gives naIne: two bigh 
cOllstables are appointed, onc for the upper, aud one 
for the lower, division, for which latter, together with 
Whalley, a court of petty session is held here. Its 
local concerns are under the superintendencc of com­
missioners appointed by a special act of parliament. 

This extensive parish, which is fourteen rniles ill 
length, and ten in breadth, was formerly part of the 
parish of Wballey; on being separated from which, 
it was, on account of its sterility, endowed with a 
fourth part of the tithes of that parish, in addition to 
its own. The living is a vicar~, in the. archdeaconry 
and diocese of Chester, rated in the king's books at 
£8. 1. 8., and in the patronage of the Arcllbishop of 
Canterbury. The church, dedicated to St. Mary, and 
formerly the conventual church of the monastery of 
Whalley, was rebuilt in the reign of Edward Ill., and 
again in that of Henry VUI.; but in 1819 it was. taken 
down, with the exception of the tower, and the chapel 
of the Duncan family, which contains the altat, and in 
which baptilln.8 and marriages are stiU solemnized" and 
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the funeral 8ervi~ is performed. It. new church was 
completed in 18i6, on the site of the old gramm&1' 
school, at an expense ~f :£26,060, raised by a rate 
under an act of parliament pD88ed in 1819: it was a 
spacious and elegant edifice, partly in the decorated, 
and partly in the later, style of English architecture, 
with a lony square tower, highly enriched, and crowned 
with a J)ierced parapet and crockettlu pinnarles, but was 
burned down in January 1831. The interior is lofty 
in its proportions, and elegant in its details; the nave 
is lighted wit.h a fine range of double clerestory win­
dows, and those in the aisles are enriched with flowing 
tracery of gra(~eful character. The chapels of St. John 
and St. Peter are both ncat modern edifices: St. Peter's 
is a cllapel of ease; the living of St. John's is a per­
petual curacy, in the patronage of the Vicar of Black­
bunl, in whom is also vest.ed the presentation to the 
several perpetual curacies in the parish, with the ex­
cl'ption of that of Saleilbury. At Lower Darwen, Over 
Darwen, and Mellor, new churches have been erected, 
the expense of each having been partly defrayed by 
grant from the parliamentary c(lmmissioners; they are 
all in the later style of English arcllitecturc, with 
towers, and were begun in lS'Z7, and completed in 
1829. The church at Lower Darwen contaius 8e\"en hun­
dred Ilnd twent.y-three free sit.tings, and the cost of its 
erection was £5491. 2. 6.: that at Over Darwen, whkh 
contains nine hundred and eighty-five free sittings, 
was ereeted at an eXpeIU!e of £6t.73. 4. 9. ; aud that 
at Melior, which 1ms a spire, and contains six hun­
dred and seventy-eight free sittiugs, cost :£ 5275.6.9. 
There are two places of worship each for Baptists and 
Independents, and one each for the Society of Friends, 
Primitive and Wesleyan Methodists, Swedcnborgians, 
and Unitarians, besides two Roman Catholic chapel,.. 
The free grammar school was founded in the reign of 
Elizabeth, who placed it under the superintendence of 
fifty governors resident in the town, who are a corpo­
rate body, and appoint the master: it is endowed with 
land in the neighbourhood, producing :£ 120 per annum; 
there are thirty boys on the foundation: the l'remi!'.es, 
eonsillting of a !'.chool-room and house for the master, 
are handsomely built of stone. The Rev. Robert Bol­
t.on, an eminent divine, and one of the compilers of the 
Liturgy, was a native of this town, and received the 
rudimt'nts of his education in the school. In J 764, 
Mr. Jnhn Leyland bequeathed :£250 for the instruction 
of poor girls in reading, writing, sewing, and knitting; 
this sum has been augmented by subsequent bene­
factions, and at present ninety girl!! are instructed and 
clothed. There is also a National school, supported by 
sub!lcription, in which eight hundred children of both 
Ilt'XCS are taught. The general dispellqry was esta­
blished in 1828: there are a ladies' society for the relief 
of poot' women during child-birth at their own houses, 
a strangers' friend society, and several other chlll'itable 
institutions. 

BLACK· CHAPEL, a cbapelry in the parish of 
GllEAT WALTHAM, hundred of CUELMSFOIlD, county 
of ESSEX, 9 miles (N. by w.) from Chelmfford. The 
populatton is returned with the parish. 

BLACKDEN, a township in that part oftbe parish 
of S.u-mBACH which is in the hundred of 'NOll.TBWICH, 
c(Jutttypaiatine of CSESTER, 66 miles (S. S. E.) from 
Knutsford, containing 191 inhabftant.. 

BLACKFORD, .. ,~h .. pelry ia. 'the pariah 01 'WBD­
MOllE, hundred of BatJ>8'I'ONB, county of SO.:i:RS2'l'. 
5i miles '(8. by w.) from bbl'idge. The population i. 
returned with the paril!h. The living i8 a perpetual 
Cll1'&CY, in the archdeaconry of Wells, and diocese of 
Bath and Wells, and in the patronage of .the Dean of 
WeUs. The chapel is of recent erection, towards de­
fraying the expeose of which the Incorporated Society 
for the enlargement of churches and chapels gave £~oo. 
The manor was given as part of the endowment of 
Brutou Hospital, by Hugh Saxey, Esq., the founder; 
and two boys are annually sent from this place to 
be educated at that institution. Here is a mineral 
spring. 

BLACKFORD, a pariah in the hundred of WalT. 
LEY, though locally in the hundred of Horethorue, 
county of SOMERSET, 4-" miles (w. 8. W.) from Win­
canton, containing 154 inhabitants. The living is a 
dischargf'd rectory, in the archdeacoDry of WellR, and 
diocese of Bath and Wells, rated in the king's books at 
£6. 11. O!., endowed with :£ l'lOO parliamentary grant, 
and in the patronage of the Rev. J. Richards. The 
church, dedicated to St. Michael, is in the early style 
of English architecture, but there is a Norman arch 
over the entrance. 

BLACKFORDBY, a chapelry in the parish of ASH­
BY de la Zonca, western division of the hundred of 
GOI!ICO'lE, county of LltlCJtilTER, ~t milCH (W.N.W.) 
from Aljhby de la z."uch, containing 'll{lO inhabitants. 
The chapel is dedicated to St. Margaret. There is a 
place of wOl'ship for Wealeyan Methodists. The A"hby 
de la Zoueh canal crosses the wolds south of t.his place. 

BLACKHEATH, a village sit.uated within the parh'hes 
of GREENWICH, LEWISHAlI, aud LEE, in the hundred 
of BLACKHEATH, lathe of SUTTON at HONE, county of 
KENT,/) miles (S.E.) from London, on the road to Dovor. 
The population is returned with the respective parishes. 
This place, which takes its name either from the (!o­
lour of the soil, or from the bleakneil8 of its situation, 
prior to the erection of the nUUlerous villas with which 
it abouD(is., was the scene of Ulany important political 
transactions. In 1011, the Danes having landed at 
G)'('Cnwich, encamped on the heath, and, amoug other 
barharitiCli, put to death Alpbege, Archbishop of Caa.. 
tcrbury, who had. refusI'd to sanction their extortions, 
and who was afterwards canonized. In the reign of 
Richard II., the insurgents under Wat Tyler, amount. 
ing to one hundred thousand men, took up their 
station here, wheoce they marched to London. in 
1400, Henry IV. held an interview at this place with 
the Emperor of Constantinople, who came to solicit aid 
against Bajazet, Emperor of the Turks; and in 1415; 
the lord mayor and aldermen of London, in 
of state, attended by four hundred ~ the 
citizens, cwthed in scarlet, came hither in 
to meet Henry V .• on his triumphant ret1.-tI 
battle of Agineourt. In 1451, Henry 
the. fonowers of Jack Cade, who . 
thority, and on their knees Iml)Jor'e4i,i 
pardon; and. here,tbe folllow:i1lll 
a88exnbled his fOl'OOIJ to oppose 
who aspired to the throne. 
rebels,. beaded by Lord ,AllIU16V. 

Kent, encam.pod 
of IlenryVU .. ",n 
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the ~bd of JulY. ift which the ill8u.rgents were defeated, 
M)(l·their leader, .togetheI with two of his 1U18ociatea 
who had excited the rebIlliion, taken and executell. 
In 1519, Oampejo, the pope's legate, was received here 
in great state by the Duke of Norfolk, wit.h a nume­
roUS retinue of bisbops, knights, Bnd gentlemen, who 
conducted him to a maguiiicent tent of doth of gold, 
whence, after having arrayed himself in his cardinal's 
robes, he proceeded to London; and at this place, in 
1540, Henry VIII. appointed an interview with Anne 
tlf Cleves, previously to their marriage, which was cele­
brated, with great pomp in the chapel at Greenwich. 
Blackheuth is pleasantly situated on elevated g1'Clund, 
commanding diversified and extensive views of the sur­
roundillg country, which is richly eultivated, and 
abounds with fine scenery; in which Greenwich Hos­
pital, the park, and the river Thames, are prominent 
objects. There are many elegant villa!';, among which 
the Paragon, a beau~ful range of building, is emi­
nently conspicuous: 6n the west, and within the park, 
is tile residence of the Princess 801'h1a of Gloucester, 
formerly occupied by the Duchess of Brunswick: the 
mansion in which the Princess of Wales resided has been 
lately taken down. Wricklernarsh House, once the 
noblest oruament of the heath, erected early in the 
last century, by Sir Gregory Page, was rased to the 
ground in 1787, by the different pUl'chasers to whom 
it had been sold in lots by public auctiou; its site, 
now called Park-road, is occupied by handsome cot­
tages. There are two episcopal chapels, one OIl that 
part of the heath which is in the parh"h of Lewisham, 
aud the other at Kidbrook, an extra-pal'f)chial district 
on the north side of the heath, built by Dr. Greenlaw. 
The free gl'ammar school, for thirty-one boys of Lew­
i!:lham and the adjoining parishes, and for the SOliS 

of' all the clergy in the hundred of Hlnckheath, was 
founded by the Rt~v. Abraham Colfe, vicar of Lewis­
ham, who erected the premises in 1652, and at his 
death, in 1656, bequeathed the greater part of his 
estate in land, and :£1100 in money, in trust to the 
Leatber-sellers' Company. for its endowment, and for 
other charitable llSes. The income is :£34~. 15.6. per 
annum: the master, who is allowed to take twenty-six 
boarders, receives about £40 per annum, and resides 
in the hoUile free of rent; the instructilm of the free 
scholars is now confined to English and writing. 
There were IICven exhibitions, of :£10 each per nnnum, 
to either of the Universities; but from a failure in 
t\e funds· appropriated to that use, they havl) been 

lOme years discontinued. A Briti&h school for 
ami several small schools, are also supported by 

benevolence of the resident gentry. Morden 
, institution fol' the support of decayed 
tAe decline of life, was founded by Sir 
Bart., an opulent Turkey merchant, in 

it with t~ manor of Old Court, 
llimam: the establishment con­
·.a chaplain, and a treasurer; 
. 1VMted. iD seven trustees, who 
. ~ant&, 01' Directors of the 
"'l'heprelDiSefJ, which occupy a 

hanc:llomely bunt of brick. 
~'!~n •• loirfl·l!!t .. e:,· and are surrounded 

. are statues of the 
_IIItI'IRtII:1lft! in the hall j 

and in the chapel are the arms of Sir Jblmi who was 
interred there in 1708.' " 

At the distance of two or three hundred yards 
north of Blackhell.th hill, a cavern, containing sl!Veral 
apartrnents, was discovered ill 1 iAO: it is supposed 
to have been formed 11,9 a place of secUl'ity dUl'ing 
the Saxon and Danish contests i but every attempt to 
explore it has been frustrated, from the falling ill of 
!he earth, and nothing hus yst been found to illustrate 
Its hif;tory. The Watling-street, or Romau road from 
Loudon to Do\'or, which pru.sed OVer the heath, ruay 
still be traced; aud in 1710, scvaral Roman urns were 
dug up, two of which were of fine red dllY, one of a 
"'ptlerical, aml the other of Ii t:ylillurical, form: the 
fornwr, about two feet. in diameter, contained ashe!', 
and was rudely inscribed, ncar the IIlouth, with the 
words "Marclls AureliulS IIII ;" the latter, cightcl'll 
inches in hdght, contained a8hes and some coins, on 
which, though IUueh obliterated, the names of the eIll­
perors Claudius and Gallieuus were Il'gible. In 1 flO:l, 
several urns were also diH'ol'ered in the gal'dens of the 
Earl of Dartmouth, about a foot hcl,,'" the surfacl' of 
tIll' wound, whicb were pres\~lIted by his lord8hil) to 
the British Museum. 

BLACKLAND, a parish in the hundred of CALNE, 
eowity of WII,TS, It mile (S. E.) froIll Calne, ('outaining 
44 inhahitants. The liviug i~ a di!;dmrg{'d reetol'Y, 
within tlit' jurisdiction of the Prehendary of CaIne ill 
the Cathedral Chureh of Salisbury, rated in the king'lS 
hooks at £3. 10. 10., and in tIll' patronage of the Rev. 
Jamel'; Mayo. The church is dedicatN) to St. Pdt'r. 

BLACKLEY, a chapdry in the parish of MAN­
CUESTF.R, huulirl'd of SAU'ORD, county valatine of 
LANCASTER, :~! miles (N. N. E.) from Manc11ester, COll­

taining ~911 inhahitants. The liviug is a perpetual 
curacy, in the archdeaconry and dio(,l'se of Chester, 
endow~~d with £20U royal bounty, and £600 llUrlia­
melltary grant, and in the patronage of tht Warden 
und Fellows of the Collegiate Church of ManchclStcr. 
The chapel, dedicated to St. Peter, was, previously to 
the Reformation, a domestic chapel belonging to B1a(~k­
ley Hall, and, after a veriod of disuse, WillS purchased 
by the inhabitants, in 1610: it has lately received au 
addition of foUl' hundred sittings, half of them fr~, 
toward defraying the expense of which the Incorpo­
rated Society for the enlargt!ment of chUl'chcl! and 
chapels gave :£400. There are places of worship for 
Wesleyan Methodists and Socinians. The inhabitantll 
are chiefly employed in weaving, printing, bleaching, 
and dyeing cotton. A school, ill cOllnexion with the 
established church, has an l~nd()wment of £:, per aIUlUm, 
and is further supported by contributions: the school­
room was built in 1794. 

BLACKMAN STONE, a parish within the liberty of 
ROMNEy-MA.RSH, though locally in the hWidredofWorth, 
lathe of SHEl'WAY, county of KENT, 3 miles (N. by E.) 
from New Romney, containing 8 inhabitants. The living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Canter­
bury, rated in the king's books at :£4, and in the patron­
age of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The church is 
dCilecrated, lUlU the population has for several years been 
decreasing. 

BLACKMORE, a parish in the hundred m Clllll.MS­
FORD, county of ESSEX, si miles (N. w. hy w.) frOID 
Ingatestone, containing 651 inhabitants. The living is 11 
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Yicarage, in the archdeaconry of Essex, and diocese 
of London, rated in the king's books at £6. 13. 4., ~n· 
dowcd with a rent-charge of £20 private benefaction, 
£.00 royal bounty, and :£ 1400 parliamentary grant. 
The King presented by lapse in 1808. The church, 
dedicated to St. Lawrence, was the com'entual church 
of a priory of Black canons, which was built by Adam 
and Jordan de Samford, about the commencement of 
the reign of John: it was dissolved in the 17th of 
HenryVIII., at which time the revenue, amounting to 
£85.9.7., was applied by Cardinal Wolsey toward the 
endowment of his tWIt colleges at Oxford and Ipswich, 
and on his attainder, in j 529, was appropriated to the 
crown. Henry VIII. afterwards occasionally resided in 
the house, which, having lately undergone a thorough 
repair, is now an elegant privat.e mansion. 

BLACKPOOL, a chapelry and bat.hing-place in the 
parish of BU:;PHAM, hundred of AMOUNDJ.;RNESS, county 
palatine of LANCASTER, 4 miles (S.w. byW.) from Poulton, 
and 25 (S.W. by w.) from Lancaster, cont.aining flOO 
resident inhabit.ants. The living is a perpetual curacy, 
in t.he archdeaconry of Richmond, and diocese of 
Chester, endowed with :£600 private benefaction, and 
£ J 700 parliamentary grant, and in the patronag(~ of 
P. Hesket.h, E!<q. The chapel wall built in IH'21, at 
an expense of :£ 1150, and thl' Incorporated Society 
for the enlargement of churches und (~hapf'l!< grllnted 
£200 for defraying the expense of 11 greater number 
of sittings. Blackpool, whicll acquired iLs uame from 
a boggy pool at the southern end of the village, was, 
until wit.hin the last eighty years, an inr.onsiderablc 
place; but, owing to its eligibility for bathing, it is now 
frequented every Bummer by a crowd of visitors, for 
whose accommodation commodiouB hotels and lodg­
ing-houses have been erected. The beach slopes gently 
from the site of the houses; the sands are smooth 
and firm ; and the air is highly salubrious. The parade 
forms an agreeable promenade, from which there is an 
ext.ensive view of the fells in Westmorland and Cumber­
land, and the mouutainsw- North Wales. Excellent 
regu.lations have been introduced for the convenience of 
bathers; a news-room and library have been established, 
11 theatre erected, and assemblies are occasionally held 
at the different hotellS. Every alternate Sunday during 
the senson the inhabitants of the surrounding district 
assemble at Lane End, and join in various rustic sports. 
The sea appears to have encroached considerably on 
the shore; a large stone, called Penny-stone, lying on 
the sands, about half a mile from the shore, is stated by 
tradition to mark the site on which a Jlublic- bouse 
fonnerly stood. A free school was established in 1817, 
which is conducted on Dr. Bell's plan. 

by a branch of the l.ancutercanal, which crosses it 
A fair for toys and pedlary i. held on the arst Tbu.r.~ 
day aiter July 1 CUh. A respectable free grammar school. 
under the 8upeJ;intendence of trustees, is endowed with 
about £ 140 per annum, being the produce of varioWl 
benefactions. John Holmes, in 1568, founded an ex· 
hibition at Pembroke College, Cambridge, for a schoo 
lar on this foundation; the fund baving accumulated, 
three exhibitioners are now appointed, re(!eiving re­
spectively :£60, £70, and £80, per IUlnum, for four 
y',ars. The house for the master was rebuilt in 1196. 

BLACKTHORN, a chapelry in the parish of AM­
BROMA:N, hundred of BULLINGTON, county of Ox­
FORD, 3 miles (S.E. by E.) from Bicester, containing 
393 inhabitants. The chapel is in ruins. The Roman 
Akeman-street enters the count.y here, and proceeds 
over Blackthorn hill, in its course through the parish. 
The custom of running at the quintal, or quintain, t.he 
origin and prllrtk-e of which:. attributed to the 
Romans, was anciently observeftn the occasion of a 
wedding in this chapelry. 

BLACKTOFl', a parish in the wapentake of How­
DENSIlIRE, East riding of the county of YORK, com­
prising the townships of Blacktoft and Scalby, and 
containing 457 inhabitants, of whieh number, 278 are 
ill the township of Blacktoft, 7* miles (B.S.E.) from 
Howden. The living is a perpetual curacy, within the 
jurisdiction of the peculiar court of Howdenshire, en­
dowed with £200 private benefaction, and :£ 1000 royal 
bounty, and in the patronage of the Dean and Chapter 
of Durham. The village is situated on the llorthern 
bank of the ()use, one mile above its confluencf! witb 
the 'frent, and there are W!ually vessell:! lying at anchor 
opposite to it. 

BLACKWALL, a hamlet in the parish OfSTJO'NJ:Y, 
Tower division of the hundred of OSSUL8TONE, county 
of MlDDLESEX, 2i miles (E.) from London. The po_ 
JlUlation is returned with Poplar. This place, which 
is situated near the inftux of the river Lea into the 
1'hames, consists chiefly of a few irregularly formed 
streets, which are paved, and lighted with gas; the 
houses, many of which are of wood, and of mean ap­
pearance, are inhabited chiefly by shipwrights, and per_ 
sons employed in the docks, the inhabitants are $\lp­
plied with water by the East London Water Company. 
It has long been noted for a very large private yard 
for ship-building, and a wet dock, formerly belQDgi~ 
to Mr. Perry, the fomler of which w. purchased bI 
Sir Robert Wigram, Bart., and is stUl applied to.~ 
same use; ana the latter by the East India Colll'lPlmxr, 
fOT the formation of their docks, which were COI~~ 
in 1804, ,and completed in 1806. Tbete 
situated. at the eastern extremity of the' 
surrounded by 11 lofty wall: the entrance 
is through a handsome gateway, 
square turret, supporting an octagonal 
which ill a tablet, recording the date 
they consiat of an outeJ' and an 
with Wa».1 and COlnmluniicat:ioa:!·by 

BLACKROD, a ehapelry in the parish of BOLTON, 
hundred of SALFORD, county palatine of LANCA:STER, 
.. miles (s. s. E.) from Chorley, containing 2436 inha­
bitants. The Jiving is a perpetual curacy, in the arch­
deaconry and diocese of Chester, endowed with £ 200 
private benefaction, and £200 royal bounty, and in the 
patronage of the Vicar of Great Bolton. The chapel is 
dedicated to St. Catherine. There is a plaee of worship 
for Wealeyan Methodists. 'l1lis is the .ite of a Roman 
station, named Coccium by Antonine, and Rigoduf/um 
by Ptolemy, wbich was situated on the Watling-street. 
The spinnio, of cotton, and the printing of calico, are 
carried on Within the chapelq,itl trade beiDg facilitated 

The entrance hom 
acres in ex-teat, ,from . 
docks: the ide!", or 
iand four hunclrecl ' . 
in breadtb,od:of. 
piet an area'o(r'~riIIII_ 
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~~;~ at!~OQ8IlGl1f01"lIDeen tllipll10 .. load . 
_";'.carg'OMtthmlgh; fna· ,the cuatom.lloustl ....... 
tion.; onlr .~~ 1mdt.nc Offtcera being appointed. no 
UlON thari't'tirelv:e Veneb! can be unloadl¥l at the same 
time. The oo.ter, or apertdock, is seven hundred. and 
etSht1feet 'long imd:five hundred and twenty feet wide, 
aD.d .ofthe lame dept-hall the inner dock; it was en­
larged.iq. l81?' by an additional basin, prior to which 
itt. uea''llVUrat1ler more than nine acres. Extensive 
ranges of warehouses have been erected within the 
.."atts: . thOle on the north side are for saltpetre, on 
the south for storing the cargoes imported in ship­
ping belC]Dgiug to the private trade, and, on t.ast 
sid€ of the import dock, for such goods as are not 
removed to,the Company's warehouses. Sheds are also 
raDjted round the d"cks, for the numeroUJ vans em­
ployed in removing the merchandise to its several 
places of d,eBtination: these, of which seldom less than 
eighty are in const ... ·wuse, are strong carriages built 
exprell'Sly for the puipi8e, and secured with bars and 
locks, with dnplicate keys, one of which is kept at the 
docks, and the other at the Company's warehouses. 
At Blackwell Reach, adjoining this hamlet, are the West 
India docks, similarly constructed, but upon a more 
extensive 8(~ale. These consist of two spacious docks 
parallel with each other, and of equal dimensions, being 
ne81'ly half a mile in length, excavated in a direction 
crossing the isthmus of the Isle of Dogs, and having 
an entrance basin of large extent at each extremity, by 
which vessels sailing in either direction may avoid the 
circuitous bend of the river. Between the docks are 
extensive ranges of warehouses, as also on the south 
Bide of the inner dock, for the convenience of forwarding 
goods by land calTiage, and on the north side of the 
outer dock, in front of which is a canal three quar­
ters of a mile in length, intersecting the Isle of Dogs, 
and forming a direct communication with the river at. 
two points, hetween which the distance, by sailing round 
the isle, is nE'arly four miles and a half. 

BLACKWATER, a large village in the parish of 
Y ATEL'Y, hundred of CRaNDALL, Basingstoke division 
of the county of SOtJTHA)tPTON, 15 miles (E. N. E.) from 
BaalDptoke. The population is returned with the pa­
riah. It occupies a low situation on the great western 

the point of junction of the three counties of 
SOl.llblpton, Surrey, and Berks, on the western bank 

Blackwater, which is here crossed by a 
the northern side of the road is a range of 

."roI'JlebMil.diJJ~,.ILJ)proplri.a1;ed 88 residence!! for the 
aclJolnmg college ·iOf Sandhurst. It ill 

Imlileb'ted for t1'8.ftic it enjoys to the num-
..... JAt!!! •. ,tbat paW through it daily.. There is 

~"Nb!1p for Particular &ptists. A fair for 
·.Sept.ember ~th. Blackwater 

~_i~m of the 'Cheyney Court held at 
1II'4l"",'~_dajr.,for.the, reoovery of debts 
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fuDy conducting her cause against Sir Rohfltde Bride.­
ld.k. who had impugned her ti~ 1.0 the barony.~ 
Wigton. Thomas Lowrey, Esq., in 1119, bequeltbllCl 
&200, directing that one-half of the interest should be 
given to a schoolmaster for teachill& poor c:hildnia. 
and the remainder to poor widows. In )798, GraCe 
Graham gave £100 to a school at Durdar, in this town­
ship. 

BLACKWELL, or BLACKHALL (LOW). a town­
ship in that part of the parish of ST. CUTRBERT, C.Ut­
LISLE, which is in Cla\lumLAND ward, county of CUI(­
BERLAND, 2 miles (s.) from Carli~, contain.ing 1~4 in­
habitants. 

BLACKWELL, a chapelry in the parish of BAU­
WELL, hundred of HIGa PEAK, county of DERBY, 31-
miles (s. w.) from Tidcswell, containing t>8 inhahitants. 

BLACKWELL, a parish in tIle hundred of SCARS­
DALE, county of DERBY, 3* miles (N. E. by E.) from 
Alfreton, containing 457 inhahitants. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Derby, and 
diocese of Lichfield and Coventry, rated in tIle king'!! 
books at :£5. 4. 2., endowed with £800 royal bounty, 
and in the patronage of thc Duke of Devonshire. The 
church, dedicated to St. Werburgh, was rebuilt in 1826. 
Coal is obtained in the parish. 

BLACKWELL, a township in the parish of DAR­
LING1'ON, south-eastern division of DARLINGTON ward, 
county palatine of DURHAM, Ii mile (S. w. by s.) from 
Darlington, containing \168 inhabitants. There is a 
place of worship for Wesleyan Methodists. The river 
'fees is navigable here, ami a railway from Croftbridge 
t.o Darlington passes in the vicinity. At the Grange, 
in this township, then t.he property and residence of 
George Allan, Esq., there was formerly an extensive 
collection of books, manuscripts, paintings, natural and 
artificial curiosities, and British birds stuffed, formed 
at a considerable expense by that gentleman, who had 
also a press, with which he printed several works, som~ 
of them very scarce: this ingenious topographer, anti­
quary, and virtuoso, the early part of whose life was 
Ilpent in the profession of the law, died of paralysis, 
May 18th, 1800. 

BLACKWELL, a hamlet in the parish of TREDING­
TON, upper division of the hundred of OSWALDSLOW, 
county of WORCESTER, 2! miles (N. N. w.) from Ship­
ston upon Stour, containing 228 inhabitauts. 

BLACKWOOD, a joint township with Croborough, 
in the parish of HORTON, northern division of the 
hundred of TOTMONSLOW, county of STAIrFORD, 4 miles 
(w.) from Leek, containing, with Croborough, 561 in­
habitants. 

BLACKWORTH, a township in the parish or 
EARSDON, eastern division of CASTLE ward, county of 
NOR1'HUMBERLAND, 4i miles (N. w.) fromNortb Shields, 
containing 243 inhabitants. Here is an extensive col­
liery, the produce of which, known as (f Northumberland 
Wallsend," and" Earsdon Main," is of a superior quality. 

~"tiJQ~C;.K.UA.LL (HIGH), a town- A school-room has been built, chiefly at the expense,Of 
(If ST. CUTHBJilaT, the Duke of Northumberland. 

"1IlPILlWUlfU ward. county of . B.LACON, a joint township with Crabhall, in that 
Car,liltlej cuntaiaing part of th"" parish of Ho..,Y TRINITY, CUEIJTER,''fVhich 

by J41ll'~ is in the higher division of the hundred of WIR.:ALL, 
i.cWiBDn •. wSirRobert ('ountypalatine of CHESTER, 2 miles (W.N.'W.) ~om 

""'eMI_bl,,,JI;.oJ:'(l High • Chester, containio,g. with Crabha11, 75 ,inhabitant.. The 
__ ;MA ... fOJ' ~~- guesmere canal passes in the vicinity .. 
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BLAOON, a parish in the hundred of WOOTTON, 
county of OXPOItl>, 'l miles (S.) from Woodstock. COD­

taini.ng, with the hamlet of Bensington, 510 inhabitants. 
The lhing is a rectory,with the chapelry of NewWoOtl­
I!tot'k armexed, in the archdeaconry and diocese of Ox­
ford, rllted in the king's books at £,16. O. b., and, in t.he 
patronage {If the Duke of Marlborough. The church is 
dedicated to St. Martin. There is a small endowment 
tilr the education of poor children. 

BLAENAVON, a parochial chapclry in the hundred 
of ABElWAVENNY, county of MONMOUTH, 5 miles (8. W.) 
from Abe,rgavcnny, qpntaining about 'l500 inhabitantll. 
'fhe living is a perpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry 
and diocese of Llandatf, endowed with £400 royal 
bounty, and £2000 parliamentary grant, and in the pa­
tronage of Thomas Hill, Esq. There are two places 
of worship for Baptists. The village, which has of late 
IUisumed the appearance of a thriving town, lies in a 
DlOulitainous district, near the source of the Avon J~wyd, 
wh~~nce it derive!" its name; many of t.he houses are ex­
cavated in the solid rock. The neighbourhood abounds 
with iron-ore, coal, and limestone; and iron-works, on 
an cxtell!<ive s(~ale, were completed here in 11Hg since 
which they have been progressively increasing: the 
major portion of the pig iron is conveyed. by means 
of a canal and a rail-road, t.o Newport, whence it is 
C'xported. A customary market is held on Saturday. 
Ncar the iron-work.s standLS a spacious English free 
~cbool, endowed in 1816 by Mrs. Sarah Hopkins, for 
thc instruction of t.he children of the miners: the pre­
sent number, induding both sexes, is about two hun­
dred and forty. 

BLAGDON, a township in the parish of STANNINO. 
TON, western division of CASTLE ward, county of NORTH­
UMBERLAND, 61 miles (s.) from Morpeth, containing 64 
inhabitants. 

BLAGDON, a tything in the parish of PITMINSTER, 
hundrccl of TAUNTON and TAUNTON-DEAN, county of 
SOMERSET; 5 miles (S. by w.) from Taunton. The po­
pulation is returned with the parish. There is It place 
of worship for Wel:'JeyaJ;1 Methodists. 

BLAGDON, a parish in the hundred of WINTER­
STOKE, county of SOMERSET, 6! miles (N. E. by E.) 
from Axbridge, containing 1068 inhabitants. The living 
is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Wells, and diocese of 
Bath and Welb, rated in thc king's books at:£29.13.9., 
and in the patronage of George Thorne, Esq. The church, 
dedicated to St. Andrew, hu lately been rebuilt, towards 
defraying the expense of wbich the Incorporated So­
ciety for the enlargement of churches and cllapels grant­
ed :£500. John Langhorne, D.D., a poet and misel'lla­
neou8 writer, and for some time rector of this parish, 
lies intenoed in the churchyard. There is a place of 
worship for Methodists. Lapi8'calamilttLn.t is found in 
the vicinity, and teasel, for the use of the clothiers, is 
cultivated to a great extent: here is also a paper-milL 
Thomas Baynard, by indenture dated November 8th, 
1681, gave land for the instruction of eight poor chil­
dren: the endowment now produces 1£17.10. per an­
num, fm: which seventeen children are gratuitously 
taught to read and write. There are also benefactions 
for the use of the poor, and a fund of 1£18 per annum, 
arising from land givea by Johs1 Leman, for apprenticing 
children. At a place caUed ~"hm.tmry, 'Where are some' 
ruina, tradition relatelltilata:f'018l ~ O1lcestood. 

BLAGRA. VB, a jointt~ with Hadley, ... 
pariehand hundred of LAIlIIOURlt. county of B.a58, 
containing, with Hadley,451 inhabitantl. ' 

BLAISDON, a pl.1'ish in the hundred of WZS'l'8UllY, 
county of GLOUCEI!TER, 8i- miles (E. S. ,.) from Mit. 
chel-Dean, containing 248 inhabitant.. rhe livilll is 
a discharged rectory, in the archdeaconry of Hereford. 
and diocese of Gloucester, rated in the king's bookaat 
£ 5. 7. 8i., and in the patronage of Anna Gordon. The 
church is dedicated to St. Michael. . 

BLAKEMERE, a parish in the hundred of WEB­
TREE, count.y (If HEREFORD, lO! miles (w. by N.) from 
He~ord, containing 168 inhabitants. The living is a 
discharged vicarage, with that of Pre£lton ulx>n Wye 
united, in the peculiar jurisdiction and patronage of the 
Dean of Heft-foro, rated in the king'li bookll at £.3, 
endowed with £ 400 royal bounty, and in the patronage 
of the Dean and Chapter. The church is dedicated to 
St. Leonard. , 

BLAKENEY, a chapelry it' the parish of AWRE, 
hundred of BLJDESLOE, county of GLOUCESTER, 15 
miles (8. W. by w.) from Gloucester. The population 
is returned with the parish. The chapel, dedicated to 
All Saints, has lately been enlarged by the addition of 
five hundred sittings, three hundred and sixty-four of 
which flrc free, and towards defraying the expense the 
Incorporated Sodety for the enlargement of ehurches 
and chapels granted £ 110. There is a place ()f wor­
ship for Baptists. The navigable river Severn passes 
through the vicinit.y. Fairs for the sale of live stock 
are held on April ~3rd ann November 12th. 

BLAKENEY, a small sea-port and parisi. ill the 
hundred of HOLT. county of NORFOl.K, It mile (N. W,) 
from Clay, and 1'25 (N. E.) from London, eontaining 
803 inhabitant.'). This place is chiefly noted for its 
excellent harbour, whieh is well situated for sheltering 
vessels, and has a good opening to the North sea. It 
was ('aIled Snitterley in the reign of Henry IlL, who 
granted it a market; it first assumed its present name 
in the reign of Edward III., in the 31st of which a 'Sta­
tute was passed for the rcgullltion of the fish trade, 
which was then carried on to a considerable extent, cd 
attracted a great number of German merchOllts, several 
of whom fixed their residence iu the town. The har­
bour bas heen improved under an act of parliament 
obtained in 1817, 8ml vessels of considerable burden 
can now approach the quay. The port isund4ll' the 
superintendence of the custom-house establishment at, 
Clay: the trade with the northern states of ...,. .. CliU .... 

rapidly increasing; a few vessels l.1'e cnLPL()y'~ 
oyster fisheries, and the coasting trade iii' oolWilda 
The number of vessels belon~ng to the pon. 
to the return made in 11:l21:l, was fifty, 
five tons' ,burden. There is an ancient. 
town, relative to which some old deedI 
The Jiving is • rectory, with the l'e(SQlW",CD 

the vicarage of Little LaJlgnaJD, 
racy of Glaedford tUU1leXed. 
folk, and diocese .0£.1\1"".....,.;·,\, 

at £'t6.18.'" an<l in .the ,pa1...,. 
The cbUJICb •. dtdicated to. 
8~ d:sime,a.nd 
tower, w~,,,,, 
lofty ~. ritu·. . 
cbHCIel. ... '.' $4 .. )u 
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.r.e,~'ofVll!!eis; the toof of'the chaocel i. 
~-l'v.~')\'ith ftone. There is a place ofwor­
sbipfD1'i,~.t.. The Sunday school .. n~ar the 
.. ~b __ ~edby Lord Calthorpe,and 18 conduct­
t\tl'upiit.f':~~llelr8 system. There arc some remains, 
C()~ principally of several fine arches, of an au­
ciellt~ COl' Carmelites, foundt'd in 1320 to the 
-hOll_·()f God and the Virgin Mary, in which John de 
Bacou1ibOrpe, a learned divine and acute metaphysician, 
becamil a friar, and ultimately Provincial of the English 
·CanneUte., J he was born here, and died in London in 
1846. , 

·BLAJ{ENHALL, a township in the parish of Wy­
BUNBUllV, hundred of·NANTWICH, county palatine of 
-Cf{:R1IT£1l, 5i miles (s. E, by E.) from Nantwich, con-
tainingi25 inhabitants. . 

. BLAKENHAM (GREAT), a parish in the hundred 
of BOSVEJlE anll CU.YDON, county of SUFFOLK, 3i 
miles ~s. E. by s.) frvm Needham, containing 162 in­
habitants. The living is a discharged rectory, in the 
archdeacolU'yof Suffolk, and diocese of Norwich, rated 
in the king's books at £6. 16, O£., aIllI in thc patron­
age of' the Provost and Fellows of Eton College. The 
>church is dedicated to St. Mary. Walter Gilford, Earl 
of Buckingham, appropriated this maru)r, in the time 
of William II., to the abbey of Bec in Normandy, the 
society of which established a cell .here, which was 
suppressed with other Alien priories, whereupon the 
manor was given by Henry VI. to the provost and 
fellows. The Stow-Market and Ipswich canal passeR 
along the south-eastern side of the parish. 

BLAKENHAM (LITILE), a parish in the hundred 
of BOSMERE aud CLAYDON, c(mnty of SUFJo'OLK, 5 
miles (N. w.) from Ipswieh, containing 120 inhabitants. 
The living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of' Suffolk, 
anti di()cese of Norwich, rated in the king's books at 
IE. 10. 3. 4., and in the patronage of the Rev. Stephen 
Jackson. The church is dedicated to St. Mary. 
.•. BLAKESLEY, a parish in the hundred of GREENS­
NORTON, county of NORTHAMPTON, 4 miles (w. N. w.) 
fromTo~ce8ter, containing, with the hamlet of W ood­
end, 7<;2 inhabitants. The living is a discharged vi­
carage, in the archdeaconry of Northampton, and dio­
c~ of Peterborough, rated in the king's books at 
£~ 17. The King, for that turn, was patron in It!2H. 
'l'bechUl'Ch is dedicated to St. Mary. A free school 
Was founded by William FoxIey, in 1669, and eud()wed 
;with,pmperty now producing about £85 per annum; it 
' .. ~ to all bOys whose parents reside in the parish. 
. . _day 8chool i. endowed with a bequest of £ 200 

John Knightley, Bart. There arc also charities 
'Gleave's charity, tlieFoxley and Bidford cha.ri­

others, some of which' Blakesley enjoys in 
·utD$- . Blakesley Hall is stated 

paanc~t!lll«y occupied by a fraternity of the 
lerusal~. 
(IUGH), a chapelry in the parish 
. 'i\'i$ion of TINDALE ward, coun-

10 miles (S. by E.) from 
inhabitants. The living is 
archdeaconry of Northwn-

IIICIMMil.,\ltl Ihlr.wll. endowed with IUOO 
, and £800 par­
of Lord Crewe'. 

ht175i, by the tl'OS-

tee. of Bishop CreWe. out of the tower of an abbey of 
Premonstratellsian canODS, founded by Walter de· &1-
-bee, in 1115, in hODour of the Ble88Cd Virgin, the ab¥ 
of which was elevated to the house of peers ill the~3rd 
of Edward I.: the establishment, at the time of thE' 
dissolu,tion, consisted of an abbot and fourteen. canons, 
and the revenue amounted to £44.9. 1. After having 
passed through various hands, the estate WilR pur­
chased by Bishop Crewe, who bequeathed it for cha­
ritable purposes: besides that part ('('m ~rted into a 
chapel. the priuciptll gateway and other portiolls of the 
conventual buildings arc still viHible. The tnl"'h~es also 
endowed 11 free school with £50 pe.r annum, allowinv; 
the master to charge a small quarkrage ill ndditioll. 
This townShip is situated on the north 8iul' of the 
river Derwent, and is celebrated for its lead mincR, 
which have been extenSively worke.d for a very long 
period: the compallY of proprietors have a larf!t' 
smelting-furnace at Shildon. 

BLANDFORD (ST. MARY), a parish in th,~ hUll­

dred of COOMBS-DITCH, Blandford (North) divisioll of 
the county of DORSET, ! of a mile (s.) from Bland­
ford-Forum, containin~ 351:1 inhabitants. The living is 
a rectory, in the archdeaconry of' Dorset, and dioces(' of' 
Bristol, rated in the king's books at £15. 17. l!l~., ancl 
in the patronage ()f the Rev. T. Burrough. The churl'h, 
with the exception of the tower, was rebuilt in 1711. 
Browne Willis, L.L.D., the celebrated antiquary, waF 
born here, Septt'mher 14th, 1682; he died at Whaduon 
Hall, in Buekillghamshire, February 5th, 1760, allll 
was interred in the ehapcl at Fenny-Stratford, which 
had been built ('biefly through his exertiolls In !;olicit­
ing contributions. 

BLANDFORD-FORUM, 
a market town and parish 
in the hundred of PIM­
PEUNE, Blandford (North) 
division of the ('ounty of 
DORSET. 16 miles (N. Eo) 
from Dorchester, and 104 
(s. w.) from London, on 
the road to Exeter, con­
taining 264.'3 inbahitants. 
This place deri ved its name 
from being situated near C"l'porat'~ Seal. 
an ancient foru on the 
river Stonr, called by the Romans TN(jectull Beiflniellilit. 
It was nearly destroyed by an accidental fire, in the year 
1579, hut was soon afterwards rebuilt. During the civil 
war in the reign of Charles I., it sulfered severely for 
its loyalty to that monar{~h. In 1644, it was plundered 
by the parliamentarian forces ,ruder Major Sydenham.­
and not being fortified, became an easy prey to ~hc 
contending parties, having been frequently assailed and 
alternately possessed by each of them. In 1677, and 
in 1713, it again suifered greatly from fire, and, in 1781, 
was, with the exception of forty houses ollly, consumed 
by a conflagration, which destroyed also the hamleta;(){ 
Blandford St. Mary and BryBnston, in which only thnle 
dwellings were left. After this calamity, which is re­
cor\kd ou a marble t.ablet over a pump near the church. 
it was rebuilt by act of parliament, in 1732. ,The,~-n 
is pleasuntly situated within a curve of the riverStour.. 
.over which is .a bridge of six arches j there are also twu 
other bridges, erected to facUitlte the entrance into it 
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during occasional overt1owings of the river: the streets 
are regularly formed and well paved, the houses mo­
dem and uniformly built of brick, and the inhabit­
ants amply supplied with water. The theatre, a neat 
and commodious building, is opened occasionally; and 
the raecs, which have been cstablished for more than a 
century, are annually held, in August, on a fine down 
near the town, t.he course being one of the best in the 
kin~dom. The manufacture of lace of a very fine 
quality, equal, if not superior, to that made in Flanders, 
and valued at £ 30 per yard, fonnerly flourished here: the 
making of shirt buttons, for which Blandford hill! long 
been lIoted, alfords employment to a very considerable 
mllnbl.'r of females in the town and the adjacent villages. 
The market is on Saturday: the fairs, chiefiy for horses, 
homed cattle, and cheese, arc held on March 7th, July 
10th, and Nov('mber Hth, to caeh of which a court of 
pie-powder is attached. The government, by charter 
of incorporation gnmted in the Srd of James 1., who 
made t.he town a free borough, and confirmed and 
extended the privileg!'s which it had previously enjoYl~d 
by prescription, is vested in a haililf, seneschal, and 
ten capital burgesses. The bailiff, who, with the in­
ferior nlllef'rs of thc town, is ehoscn annually at the 
court I{'et of the lord of the manor j the seneschal, who 
holds bis office for life, and the two senior capital bur­
gesses, hoM a court of t-ecmd, for thl~ rll'tpr.mining uf 
suit!;, and the recovery of debts under -£ 10, but they 
do not exercise magisterial authority. The county rna­
gistrntes hold petty seslSions here for the North Bland­
ford divisioll of the county. The bishop's and archdea­
f~Oll'S courts are held monthly. The town-hall is a neat 
edifice of Portland stone, on pillars of the Dorie order, 
with an entablature. The burgesses exercised the elec­
tive franchise from the 2Srd of Edward 1. till the 22nd 
of Edward III., when it was discontinued. 

The living is a vicarage, in the archdeaconry of Dor­
set, and diocese of Bril!tol, rated in the king' I! books at 
£12. H. l~., and in the patronage of the Dean and 
Chapter of Winchester. The church, dedicated to St. 
Peu>}' lind St. Paul, is a handsome modem edifice, in 
the Grecian style of architecture, with a towcr anti 
spire, and ornamented with a balustrade and urns. 
There il! II. place of worship for Indepcndents. The 
free school, to the north-west of the church, is of un­
certain foundation; it bas a IlmaU endowment. Arch­
bishop Wake is said to have reccived the rudiments 
of his education here. The Blue-coat school, for tile 
clothing and instrnction of twelve boys, was founded 
in 1729, by Archbishop Wake, who t'.ndowed it with 
£1616, producing an aImual income of £48. 9. 8. 
AlmshOU8es for ten aged persoll8 were founded and 
endowed by George Ryves, El!q., who, in 1685, be­
queathed the residue of his estate for apprenticing poor 
~ys: the entire annual income is about 1£120. In 
the churohyard are others for six aged periODS, which 
'Were rebuilt by the corporation in 1736. William 
Williams, in 1&l1, gave £8000, since laid out in laud 
producing £800 annually, for teaching four poor chil­
dren, and other charitable purposes. Oa a bill to the 
north of the town waa fonnerly an iotreocbment, en­
dOfling an area of three hundred paces in length, and 
two hundred in breadth, wbich has long been under 
cultivation, and the only relic 'now visible i. an ad­
joining barrow. Sir Thoma a.~ L.L.D., a leamed 

antiquary and civilian I the Rev. BrunQ Ryves, _ D.O., 
publisber of the Me7'curiU6 Rruticus, . aueaTly new.pa~ 
per in the time of the parliamentary wat~ and ;9ne of 
the writers of the Polyglott Bible, hem iJl15961 the 
Rev. Thomas Creech, M.A., translator 9(IJuOJ;etiWl, 
born in 1659; William Wake, Archbishopo( ~r­
bury, born in 16&7; Edward Wake, uncle ~·thatpre­
late, and founder of the institution for the SOll8 of the 
clergy; Dr. Lintiscy, Archbishop of Armagh; Dr. 
Samuel Lisle, Bishop of' Norwich; and the Rev. Ciu'iJJ­
topher Pitt, translator of Virgil's .Mneiel, born ill 1700, 
and \vho, dying in 1748, was buried in the church; 
were natives of thi!! parish. Blandford gives the iuferior 
title of marquis to the Duke uf Marlborough. 

BLANKNEY, a parilih in the secolld division of 
the waJlentakl! of LANGOlt,.parts of KESTEVEN, county 
of LINCOLN, 9~ miles (N.) from Sleaford, containing 
495 inhabitants. The living is a rectury, in the arch­
deaconry and diocese of Lincoln, rated in the king's 
books at £16. 10. 7L and in thl' patronage of C. Chap­
lin Esq. The church is deuicated to St. Oswald. 

'HLASTON (ST. MICHAEL), a (:bapclry in the 
parish of HALLATON, hundred of GARTlllm, eoullty of 
LEICESTER, 7 miles (N. E.) from Market-Harborough, 
containing, with Blaston St. Giles, [)H inhabitants. 
The ,'hapd is a small plain building, without either 
Luwer or tlurct. Anothl'r ehapel, called the Nether 
chapel, dedicated to St. Giles, W8li fOUlllled by Ri~ 
chard I., to whotn thc ulIlnor helonged, and rebuilt 
about 1710. He endowed it with all the tithes of the 
manor, decreeing the payment of i)s. annually to the 
rector of Medburu, i()r burial there; this sl1m is still 
paid, but the chapel is exeUipt from eeclcsiastieal juris­
diction, bdng a ddltativc bclougiug to the lurd of the 
manor. 

BLATCHINGTON (EAST), a parish in the hun­
dred of FLEXD01l0UGH, rape of Pk;VI,NSEY, county of 
SUSSEX, ::I miles (N. E.) from Brighton, ('ontaiuing 187 
inhabitants. The living is a di~hurgt'u rectory, in the 
archdeaconry of Lewes, ami diocese of Chichester, l'uted 
in the king's books at £14, aud in the patronage of 
Mr. Chambers. The church if:! dedicated to St. Peter. 
This parish is bounded on the cast by the river <':uck­
mere, and on tht~ south-w.~st by the English channel : 
here is 1.1 strong battery for the defence of the coast. 

BLATCHlNGTON (WEST), Il parish in the hlUl­
dred of WUALESBONE, rape of LEWES, county of Sus­
SEx,2* miles (N. W. by w.) frum Brighton. contaiIllng 
54 inhabitants. The living is a discharged rectory, 
coDllOlidated with the vicarage of Brighthelmstollil. )n 

the archdeaconry Of. Lewes, and diocese of ChiC.be8I·.. >~. 
rat.ed in the king's books at £6.4. 4". The cburch\ 'i 
dedicated to St. Peter. '. ,.l· .. 

BLATCHlNWORTH, a chapelry in that. ~. 'pi 
the parish of ROCHDALE which is in the h~ of 
SALJrOB.D, county palatine of LANCAIlTKR,8 ~;,£N~ 
E.) from Rochdale, containing 3143 i~t~.. 1\e 
manufacture of tlannel, and the prin~i.!W. O.( ....... ~~qQ .. '~ p. 
vail extensively in this cbape1ry, .J:~~ ~a. 
with coal-work8·!L';~,!:/:. i'P· ' .. ::<;" 

BLATHERWYCKE, a parish in·~"~.aOf 
COB.BY, couaty of NoaTBA.KPTOMf i, ~ ..... {B~N... ~ .. ' ,)) .. 
from Rockingham, conw,iQhlg 240 i~~ ".~ 
living i. a rec$Ol'Y. in ~aconryg£:l'jo~ 
tOlD, ud dio<.'a(I of P~Uih, l'ue4 \'.~ltt,,;~.~. 
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IJOOKII at. £14; 18. 8., and in the patronage of S. 
O'Brien, Esq. 'TQe church is dedicated to the Holy 
l'riJlity.~wyckt~ anciently comprised two parishes, 
which ~: united in 1448, fdnce which, one of the 
church~;i: dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene, has been 
iem(')~~ 

BLAIiTa:, a chapelry in the parish of ULVER­
ITONE, hundred of LONSDALE, north of the sands, 
:ounty palatine of LANCASTER, 7 miles (N.) from Ul­
rcrstone, containing 190 inhabitants. The living iii a 
>erpetual curacy, in the archdeaconry of Richmond, 
md diocese of Chcllter, endowed with £ flOO royal 
mooty, and in the patronage of T. R. G. Braddyll, Esq. 
[n 1772, Margaret Lancaster bequeathed £50, and, 
n 1777, William Lancast.t!l' gave £110 to trustees, di­
'ecting the produce to be applied toward the support 
If a school: a school·room has been built by the 
nhabitants, but only four children are taught gra­
uitously, 

BLAXHALL, a parish in the hundred of PLOMES­
'ATE, county of SU}·I'OI.K, 3t miles (E. by N.) from 
Wickham-Market, eontaining 414 inhabitant'!. The liv­
ng is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Suffolk, and 
liQ{'R.lle of Norwich, ratcd iD the king's books at £20, 
md in the patronage of Agnes Iugleby and others. The 
:hurch iii dedicated to St. Peter. 

BLAXTON, ft tnw"ship in that part of the parish of 
~INNINm.EY which is in the soke of DONCASTER, West 
'iding of the county of YORK, 4t miles (N. by E.) from 
3awtry, containing) 17 inhabitants. 

BLAZEY (ST.), a parish in the eastern division of 
.he hundred of POWDER, county of CORNWALL, 4 miles 
E. N. K) from St. Austell, containing 93B inhabitants. 
rhe living is a viearage, annexed ~ that of St. Austell, 
n the archdeaconry of Cornwall, and diocese of Exeter. 
['here are pIllet'S of worsh ip for Weslcyan Methodists. 
rhe parish contains tin and copper mines. Hcre is 
ill almfllhouse of remote foundation. 

BLJ<~ADON, a parish in the hundred of WINTER­
ITOKE, cmmty of SOMERSET, 5{ miles (W. N. w.) from 
\.xbridge, cuntaining 518 inhabitants. Tbe living is a 
'ectory, in the archdeaconry of Wclh, and diocese of 
3ath and Wells, rated in t.he king's books at £27. 7. 8!., 
tDd in the patronage of the Bishop of Winchester. 
['he church is dedicated to St. Peter. The Rev. Menc 
~asaubOD, D.D., an eminent critic and divine, and SOD 
If the celebrated critic, baac Casaubon, was collatell 
:0 this bent...fice about 1624. The navigable rivcr Axe 
)1Ulses through the parish, and by means of it a consi­
lerable tradc in coal is carried on. Here are vestiges 
Ii a British settlement, but the Roman road on which it 
~ can scarcely be traced. There are several bar· 
• on an eminence in the vicinity, llome of which, on 
.... opened, were found to contain human bones, 
~. from their position, and the evidence of some 
IOUIa lying near them, were supposed to have beeu 
ioeeof ~; a large quantity of ancient armour 
1~"1Q" ..... i\~UP_ 

8fJ.' .. ':~ of KII:K'I'.-See COSMUS (ST.) 
IUd . ~~. '. .. ... . >. piIri.h in that part of the liberty of 
~o. It'r~t,·~ Sc:::aOOBY which f.!eparatell the northern 
hJa tht.,ll6n division of the wapentake of 'l'bur. 
SU*..!101Ult, ~ ~lllfGB .• AM, ~* mile. (S.8,~.). &o~ 
~ .. ,~_ mbllibltantB. The livmg IS 

a discharged vicarage, in the peculiar jurisdiction and 
patronage of the Chapter of the Collegiate Church of 
Southwell, rated in the king'!! books at £4, and endowt~ 
with £'200 royal bounty, The church, dedicated to St. 
~ary, is an ancient edifice, in very good repair. TIle 
Village ocellpies a secluded situation on the westerr .. !lide 
of the river Trent, over which there is u ferry. The 
free grammar school at East ltetford has conllidf)rable 
property ill this parish. 

BLEASDALE, u I'hapelry in that part of the parish 
of LANCASTER which is il!. th(: hundn~d of AMOIJNnER­
NEilS. county palatine of LANCASTER, 4t miles (K by N.) 
from Garstang, containing ~! l.'t inhabitants. The forest 
of Blcal!!dale, eomprisiug eight thousand acres, was co­
extensive with the township; a great part of it hal! beeu 
enclosed. Christopher l'arkinson. by will datkd July 8th. 
1702, founded a 8chool, and endowed it with an estatl' 
now yielding about £65 per annum, onc-third of which 
is given to a tlchoolmaster, and the greater part of thl" 
remainder to the poor; the school is kept in a buildinl/: 
adjoining the ehapcl at Admarsh. There are also some 
minor charities for the benefit of the pOllr. 

BLEAl'ARN, a hamlet in the parish of WARCOP, 
EASTward. c{)untyofWEsTMoRLAND, 4t miles (w.byS.) 
from Brough, containin~ 1~9 inhabitants. John Tailboi~, 
in the reign of Hcnry II., gave this manor to the abbot 
and convent of Byland, in Yorkshire, who founded a (;cli 
in the vicinity, the ruins of which indicate the conven­
tual buildings to have been somewhat extensive, Tht' 
Sawbridge estate, and others within the manor, are 
tithe-free, if occupied by their respective owners, but 
subject to the claim, if held by a tenant, Limestone 
abounds here. 

BLECHINGDON, a parish in the hundred of 
PLOUGHLEY,County OfOU'ORD, [) Inih-s (E. byN.) trum 
Woodstock, containing 570 inhabitants. The living is 
a rectory, in the archdeaconry and diuce!le of Oxford, 
rated in the king's books at £, 12. 9. 4~., and in the pa­
tronage of the Provost and Fellow!:! of Qut~el1,~ (;ollege, 
Oxford. The church is dedicated to St. Gilt's. Lt.,(lIlurd 
Power, by will in 1620, endowed an almshouse for four 
poor persons, and a scho()l, which he h~d previously 
built, with £ 200, on condition that certam parcell of 
land should be given by the respective owners for the 
II&lllC purpose, which WI1!l accordingly done; thc alms­
houses were rebuilt about the end uf the last century, 
and about £33 per annum is assigned for the SU}lport 
of the inmates; the school has been dil!(~ontinued, but 
another, on a large scale, is supported byArthurAnnesley, 
Esq., in a building of his own. 

BLEDINGTON, a parish in the upper division of 
the bundred of SLAUGHTEIl, county of GLOl1CKSTEJl, 
Sf miles (S. Eo by E.) from Stow on the Wold, containing 
340 inhabitants. The living is a discharged vicarage, ill 
the archdeaconry and diocese of Gloucester, rated in 
the king's books at £6. 13. 4., endowed with .£600 
private benefaction, IIDd £600 royal bounty, and Ul.tbe 
patronage of the Dean and Canons of Christ Church, 
Oxford, The church is dedicated to St. Leonard. 

BLEDLOW, a parish in the hundred of AVLJlS­
IIIJ&.-, .::.<:lunty of BvCltlNGHAM, 5i miles (E.S.E.) from 
Thame, coutaining, with mcdlQw~Ridge, 1050 iuhabit­
ants, The living is a discharged vicarage, in the &1'Ch­
deaconry of Buckingham, and diocese of Lincoln. rated 
ill the king'li boob at .16,9.1., endowed with £400 
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private benefaction, and £200 royal bonnty, and in the 
l>atronage of I,orc! Carrington. The church, dedicated 
to tbe Holy Trinity, st.ands on the edge of a cliff, over­
hanging a deep glen, .into which several springs fall. and 
uniting form a pool, called the Lyde, the water of which 
is stated to be continually undel'ruining the rock, so as 
to have given rise to Il rhyming distich, expressive of 
the insecure fonndatl_of the church. 

BLI~NCARN, a joint township with Kirkland, in 
tbe parisb of KIRKLAND, LEATH ward, county of CUM­
BERLAND, 104 milt's (B.) from Penrith. Tbc population 
is returned with Kirkland. At Blcncarn-gate there is a 
free /School, erected in l i'75, and cndowed with one hun­
dred acres of land ailotted to it on ('JIcl""ing Culgaith 
common, Ilnd llOW let for £ 42 per annum, for which the 
master instructs gratuitollsly the children of Blencarn 
and Culgaith. Nl'ar thc village is a spring, the water 
of whieh is of a powerfully astriu~nt quality, 

BLENCOGO, a township in that part of the purish 
of BROMH'ELD which is in CUMB};RI,AND ward, county 
of CUMBERLAND, 4~ miles (w. by 8.) from Wigton, con­
tnining'1l6 inhabitants. The Rev .• Tonat.han Bouchcr, 
who puhli!;hed a "Supplement t~) Dr. Johnson'!:! Dic­
tionary," was born here, in li:1H. 

BLENCOW (GREAT), a towwlhip in the parish 
of DACRE, LEATH ward, county of CUMBERLAND; 5 
miles (w. N. w.) from Pt'ill'iL1. T1lf' popullltion if, re­
t.urned with the parish. A grammar school, of high 
rCpllte, was founded in 1576, by Thomul'! Burbank, who 
endowed it with property now producing about. £ 2()O 
per annum: it is free, with the exception of a small 
entrance-fee, to children from all parts of the world, 
for iust.ruction in the classics. A new school-room, 
with a writing-school added to it, anci a bouse for the 
master, affording extensive accommodation for boarders, 
were built in 179~. The late Lord Ellenborongh re­
eeived a tim all portion of his early edu(:ation at this 
sehool, which hus ul80 prouueed several distinguished 
clergymen. 

BLENCOW (LITI'LE), a ~9wnship in the parish 
of GR}:VSTOCK, LEATH ward, county of CUMBERLAND, 
4l- miles (w. N. w.) from Penrith, containing 5:3 inha­
bitants. Near an ancient house, once the residence of 
the family of Blencow, but now occupied by a farmer, 

. are some dispersed ruins of buildings, particularly those 
of a chapel, with a burial-ground adjoining; and not 
far distant, near the road, tbere is an enclosed cemetery, 
in whi('h stands a stune cross, with the arms of the 
family of Blencow engraved on it. 

BLENDWORTH, a parish in the hundred of FINCS­
DEAN, Alton (South) division of the eounty of SOUTO­
AMPTON, 8 miles (s. S. W.) from Petersficld, containing 
249 inhabitants. The living is a rectory, in the arch­
deaconry and diocese of Winchcskr, rated in the king'a 
hooks at £6.7. 8!., and in the patronage of the Rev. 
Sir'S. C.Jervoise,Bart. The cburch ill dedicated to 

", St. ,Giles. William Appleford, in 1695, gave £200 in 
trust, directing it to be invested in land, and the pro­
ceeds to be' applied to the education of children: the 
income is now about il19 per annum; :five boy. are 
sent to, a 8C~ooltnastcr in theadjoiuing parish of 

. Catherington, and twelve children are instructed by a 
mistress at Blendworth. 

BLENHEIM-PARK, an extl'a-parochi'Bl district, 
withln the liberty of OXpo'JI.:D, though locally in the 
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hundred of Woottan, county of O1voJlJ); cantatiring 
90 inhabitants. Blenheim castle wasl'ouJ1ded in 11O\t, 
pursuant to a parliamentary grant of ~600iOOO,tO ''be 
expellded in. raising the str~cture, and layin. ~ut tlu' 
grounds, which, together With the honour bY Wood­
stock, were bestowed on John, Duke of Marlborough, in 
testimony of national gratitude for Ilis brilliant fuilitar,y 
and diplomatic services. The house was built from a 
design by Sir John Vanbrugh, and was called Blenheim 
from a village of that name on the hanks of the Danube, 
D(~ar which t.hi!! illustrious general obtained a signal 
victory over the French and Bavarians, on tht· 2nd of 
August, 1704, on which day annually, the inheritors of 
his Grace's honours and titles render at Windsor one 
standard, or (:()Iol\r~, with three fleurs-de-lis painted 
thereon, as an acquittance for all manner of rents, suits, 
and serdces. It hall al1 the appendages of a first-rate 
mansion, and the groundA and gardclls are di8posed 
with the most refim'd tabte, nud prineely magnificence. 
Tbe Roman road Akeman-strect passes through the 
northern part of the park, heing distinctly visible neaT 
the north lodge; and a little to tht~ right of it, in the 
parish of Stonesfield, remain!! of Roman huildings were 
discovered in Ii II and 177'9, and, a little furt,hcr on, 
of a Roman villa, in 1813. For the early national 
~,,~ents which took place at the old manor-house, sec 
w\ OODSTOCK. 

BLENKINSOP, a township in the parish of HUT­
WHISTLE, western division of TJNDALE ward, ('ounty 
of NOR'I'HUMn~;RLAND, 2t miles (w.) from Haltwhistle, 
containing 317 inhabitauts. Ther(' are coal-works on a 
lar~ seale in the neighbourllOod. Th~ nlins of m(~n­
kin!!op castle, once the r~sidence of u family of thut 
name, occupy part o"ao eminence in the neighbourhood. 
which appears to have bel~n sUITound"d by a ditch. 

BLENNERHASSET, u joint towllHhip with Kirk­
land, in the pariHh of TORPENIlOW, At,U;RUAL}; warl} 
below Derwent, county of CUM IJEItLANIl, H! mill'S (,"" w.) 
from Wigton, containing, with Kirkland, '224 inhnhit­
ants. A chapel for Ind<'pcndcntl'l was rehuilt in Hs'lH. 

BLETCHINGLEY, or BLECHINGLEY, a horough 
and parish (formerly a market town), in the fin;t divi­
sion of the hundred of TANDIlIDGE, county of SURREY, 
24 miles (E.) from Guildford, and '20 (s.) from l,ol1don, 
coutaining llH7 inhabitants. The towllis plcuantly si­
tuated on an eminence commanding an eX1jensive pros­
pect of the South Downs and other parts of Sussex: 
it is of considerable antiquity, and had a ~'astlc, erode(} 
soon after th(~ Conquest, by Gilbert. Earl of Clare, which 
waa demol~shed by Prince. Edward after the. bat;. 
Lewes, whlch took ~l~ce m 1264, and the Joundatio . 
alone are now remamlng. The market bas long . 
discontinued: fairs arc held on June 22nd and No .. 
ber 2nd, for horses and hogs, and for the sale at lean 
cattle brought from Scotland and Wales. The QroydQn 
rail-road passes through the nortbern part of the paiitN1; 
A bailiff and other officers for the inten:,al regtilati.,n 
of tbe town are appointed at the . court .• ' the 16rd 
of the manor. The borough received '." .. 've~; 
chise in the 2Srd of Edward I., since .. it ,mill 
continued to return two members to Pat~ : the 
right of eleetibn is vested in ~he b\1rgage~.bi>lder., ii:I 
number one hundred 'and thIrty. Matthew R~ 

. Esq. is patron of. the boroush; there' i. t:lO ~ 
ofiker, the ban~ taking nQl~ in eleOt'iona; ,. 'l'be '1W~ 
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ing is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Surrey, IUld 
diOCese of Winche8~, rated in the king'. books at 
lUg. 19 .... , and ill the patronage of the Rev. J. Ken­
rick. The cburcb, dedicated to St. Mary, is a spacious 
and venerable structure, in the early style of English 
architecture, . 'With a low tower; it hael a lofty spire, 
which was destroyed by lightning in 1606, Near the 
church is a charity school for twenty-five boys, founded 
by Mr. John Whatman, who, in the flth of Elizabeth, 
endowed it with a messuage now producing £23 per 
annum, to which Mr. Bostock, (If 'l'andridgc, added a 
house and garden for the master. Almshouses fur ten 
aged men and women were built by the inhabitants, in 
1668, to which the rector, Dr. Chari{'s Hampton, added 
another, and gave a rent-charge of £ 1. 6. H., for supply­
ing the alms-people with fuel. This town is ncar a 
110m an road, and at a short distance, in t.he parish of 
Caterham, is a fortification, called the Cardinal's Cap. 
At Pcndhill, in this parish, some workmen discovered 
part of the foundations of a Roman bath, the difft'rent 
apartments in Wllich were paved, and some of the walls 
lined with Roman tiles. There are incollsiderable ves­
tiges of the residence of Earl Godwin, who retreated to 
this place when his estat/!s in Kent were inundated by 
the sea. 

BLETCHLEY, a parish in the hundrrd of NEW­
l'ORT, county of BUCKING RAM, l~ mile (W. by s.) from 
:Fcnlly-Stratford, containing, with the ehupdry of Fenny­
Strat.ford (part of which is in the parish of Simpson), 
and the township of W uter-Enton, 1160 inhabitants. The 
living is a rectory, in the archdeaconry of Buckingham, 
and diocellc uf Lincoln, rated in the king'jol books at 
£ '29. 13. 1 L and in the patronage of J. Fleming, Esq. 
Thl' church is dedicated to St. Mar~ On the enclosure 
of tlll' commotl, an allotment of twenty-five acres was 
a~;;;igued for the benefit of the poor, in li(~u of cutting 
furze. 

RLBTSOE, a parish in the hundred of WILU;Y, 
county of REDt'ORD, 6~ miles (N.N.W.) from Redford, 
('outaining .'>H3 inhabitants. The living ill a rectory, in 
the Ilrdlllcaeonry of Bedford, and dioeese of Lincoln, 
rakd in the king's books at £ 11, and in the patronage 
of Lord St. John, The church is dedicated to St. Mary. 
The river Ouse runs through the parish, in which are 
tllt~ remains of an nncieut castle, filrmerly helonging to 
Lord Bolingbroke, part of wbieh has been destroyed for 
the materials. Here is a mineral spring, but the wat.'r 
is seldom lliled medicinally. 

BLEWBERRY, a parish partly in the hundred of 
iON' but clriclly in that or RUmNG, ,"untyof 

RU, 4-6 miles (N. E. by N.) from East !laley, com­
ing the ~bapelries of Aston-Upt.hurp and Upton, 

he liberty of Nottingham - Fee, and containing 
, habitants. The living is a dillcharged vicarage, 

in the peculiar of the Dean of Salisbury, 
rated in the books at £, 16. 6. lO!., and in the 
p$1trOIOIlil[e of of Salisbury. The church is 

. William MaIthus, by will 
Uhh, 1100, after specifying certain 
the residue of his estate to be sold, 

.• "~i"lle 1Il01ley to be invested in land, part 
of. which was t.o be applied to tbe 
education of ten boys in tbe Blue-coat 

~!ltUDL aad allowing the bitlhop of the dio­
~CJ«kIRU~ P9W, ,~ the appropriation of the 

remainder. By deed dated May 13th, 1702, Dr. BUr­
nett, then Bishop of Salisbury, and five other persons, 
were constituted governor/!, and agrred on a .;ertain 
motif (If applying the rents, which was conftrmed by a 
decree ill Chancery, on the 12th of June, but altered, 
pursuant to an order from Lord Chancellor Kmg. in 
1730, The clear annual income of the charity is about 
£ 916, the .dj8b~lr!!ement of w*h is regulated by a 
seheme deVIsed III HH6, agrt'eably to which the trustees 
allow. annually £, Hi.! for the SUpptll't of ten boys at 
Readmg; £50 to a mnster, and .£'.lO to a mistress for 
iustrueting thirty boys and thirty girls, who are p~rtly 
dothed and provided with books and ~tationery; .£ 60 
for apprcntiGiPg four hoys, and £'25 tilr apprentieing 
four girls; .£ 100 for elothill~ sixty ehildren ; and £7·0 in 
compensation to the parents of SOllie of the children fur 
the loss of their labour; besides paying small salaril'H 
to certain officer,;, and defraying incidental expenscs. 
An ulmshou:,;e for one poor mall was founded, and 
endowed with a gift of .£ '27 1. 1;1. 4., hy Mr. Baeon, in 
1732. A large t'dific(', called the Charter-house, ';;Ul'­

posed tu have been used as Ii plnet' of worship prt'vi­
o\lllly to the Rd"ormation, has lately bt'en taken down. 
The manor-holl!'t' was formt'rly surrounded hy an earth·· 
work, and a dl'cp moat crossed by a drawbridge, till,) 
remains of which lm\,(' becn oblikrated within the nl!'· 
mory of man. A fil'ld I,t'twecn Blewucrry and Aston is 
thought to have heen the Ileeul' of a 8eVeI"(~ conflict be­
twperl the Saxons, under Ethdred and hi;; brother Al­
fred, anti the Danes, in which the latter were defeated 
with h'1'eat slaughh'r: in forming a new t.urnpike roud, 
in 1804, many human skeletons and military weapons 
were found ncar tIle spot. The parish is intersected 
by a Roman road ant! a British road, termed rC~l'l'l:­
tively lcklcton und Grimsdikh. Thl~rc is an, eucamp­
ment of considerable (~xtcnt on a hill calle(l Rlewbcrton ; 
and LOlIghborllugh hill, thc loftiest ClllilWJleC in thi~ 
county, has bcen erowned by an ancient \\ork, appl,l­
rcntly collstnlctcd fur purposes of warfare. 

BLICKLING, a parish ilL the southern djvi~ioJl 
of the hundr('d of ERl'lNGHAM, couuty of NOKFor,K, Ii 
mile (N. W. by N.) from Ayishalll, containing :~;)g inhabit­
ants. The living is a rectory, in the areh<lcllcunry and 
diocese ofNnrwieh,rated ill the king's books ut £1(1.1::1.4., 
and in the patronage of Lord Suflield. Thl' church is 
dedicated tu St. Andrew. In the time of the Coufessur, 
this aucient mllllor was in the p088esilion of Harold, af­
terwards king of England, nnd, although 8ubseljuently 
divided, it continued exempt from the hundred, anei 
enjoyed all thc privileges of royal dernt'sne: it Wall 

afterwards held by t.ht'rbishop'" of Norwkh, who had 
a palace lwre. Blicklillg Hall was built by Sir John 
Hobart, Knt., ill 16'.l8, at whieh time the domestit­
chapel was eOllsc(;rated. '1'hc previous edific(', with the 
t)State, was in the pl)ssl~8sion of the family of RoleYIIt\ 
and ill it was horn Aun(' Boleyne, afterwards queen of 
Henry VIII.; this monarch is stated to have he('n 
here Oil a visit. BUdding was subsequcntly visiteu hy 
Charles II. and his queen. 

BLIDES[,OE, a tything in the pari~h of Awn:, 
huudrl!u uf BLl1JF.SLOE, county of Gl,OUCESTER. The 
population is returned with the pllJ'ish. 

BLIDWORTH, a parish within the liberty 01 
SOUTHWELl. and SCROOBY, though locnlly in the wa· 
pentalr.c of Broxtow, county of NOTTINGHAM, 5 mill'f 
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Bopti ... 
dool with • mWI At the 

... .: .. the Norman Swvey thlll place formed • berewic 
to Tate village occupies • vf!1T eIented w, 
Dearly .io the eentre of tbe ancient (oreft 0( 8herw00d~ 
.. lID Ute perambulation. 0( whieb, froIIIJftbe reign 01 
H...,. L to that of Chulel n., it I. meuticmed. ... 
f'0NIf, town: several of the inhabitaDta 11ft employed. 
ta. ~work knitting. At tbe endMUftl ()( wute land 
ia .. pariab, J"lIIIUAllt to an act pu.ed in 1806, up­
__ ,of one tboulWld acre. were plaoted, IIIId are DOW 
in • flilarilbing condition. In 8 field near the viUqe 
k • f'OCky formation of IHlDd and gravel, commonly 
IIIlIed plum-podding stone; it i. (ourtt!eD feet blgh. 
_d eigbty-fonr in circumference, IWd iI ' lUpposed to 
Mftl b«u • Druidical idol. 

BLINDBOTHEL, • township in the pari8h of 
Bato ..... , ALLI!RDA,U: ward ah<we Darwent, county 
or CO.BULAND. 2i milea (8.) from Coekermouth, 
CODtaining 119 inbabitantll. 

BLINDCRAKE, • joint town. hip with lull and 
ikdmain, in tbe parish of la.l.LL, MLr:1lDALr.: ward 
..... J>.1'WftIt, COUDty of CO .... ~"D. 3i milM 
(N. 'E. by N.) from Cocltermoutb. The population iI 
1'l!tm'ned 1ritb ball. 

BUSLAND, • parith in the hundred of TaIOG, 
eoalJ .Con"ALL, 41 mile. (N,N, B.) &om Bodmin, 
~ 837 lnhabitaatl!. The liviDg i •• rectory. in 
"'!..-c:hdeaeonry of ConnraU, and cliocae 9f Exeter, 
~ in the king'l books at L13. 10., and ia the pa. 
tma.age of the Rev. C. Pye. The church is dedicated 
to St, Pntt. There il a place Qf WOf1Ibip for Wetdeyan 
lIetbodiltl. A cattle fair il bdd annually on the 
1l000000y Dert after September ~nd. 

ilLISWORm, a parilb in the hUDdred of Wy· 
• ~,OOtIDtyofNO.TR.ufrroM, Sf miles (N.E. byN.) 
&om Towct8ter, COIftaining 8H inhabltanta. The tiring 
ill al'K'tMy, in the arebc1e.conry of Northampton, and 
dIocete of PetlEibmwgb, rated in the king'a boob at 
£iO. 3. g., &rid in the pat:nmace of George F. Battoo, 
JIAq. The chareh iI dedieated to St. J OOn the B.ptiIt. 
'!be Grand laction cuaaI eaten tbil puUb by me.u 
of a bmDel from the adjoinI~lh of Stoke-Bnaerne. 
_d c:ontinoes Ita ooane ocwt.bward until it is JoiDed by tboN __ ...w. 

BLrrHJI1ELD, a puitIb in the ~ diNioa 
d the haodred of PJaaBILL, ooaDty of &rAnoIlD,,.... 
...... (N.) ..... R ... Ier. _Inc. w;u. tile Iiberiy 
d Newcoa, 470 mhabitaota. 'I'be llYiag iI a NdIOr1. in 
................... aI _on!. 004 _ aI UebIeId 
ad CoYeatry. rated in the kiq'. boob && •• 0. iSt. i., 
oo4 ...... ..-alLood ..... __ it 
_ .. 9L~ _ ..... __ duoap 

........... _ ...... "'_1_ .. '1'11 • 

...-e Imd. DOW procIaebac aMt. .= -. which, ..... .-., ...... _.. .. .... -
111 1& ...,.,. r. tM IE 2 l' flI ... aaeta.r fer 

' .1.0 

DiIIIQI)er, .. ta 1M 
of ... 11. (N. w. by' w.) Ina lIordGD in 
the Manb. Hvtng it a vicuqe. iD tItte pecaBat 
juriodi ......... ..- aI .... B .......... 'Iv_. 
rated in tbe k.iala boob at .&4. Tbe dnucla. dedi. 
ca\ed to St. Peter ud.St.. Pul, II pu1Iy NIruwt. aDd. 
partly in the early .tyle of EnsJi'b ucbitec:tare: the. 
co-wu wall rt;buUt hi. 17'16, a& the. ezpeue of tbe , ... 
bitaat.l. A lIat cbaJMll bu ~ been erected by tbe. 
Baptilltl. The village, whieb 11 ah.ua&ed on eJevlded 
poUDd, COOWIlI leveral Deat d'ftlling~houael-, ad prt;. 
IeDta a c1eu IDd pleuing appeanDClC: lI.tft are aevenJ. 
.ilk.miU., w~ked by smaD aram. 'Which rille in Dove· 
dale. a .hort di.tance ba6ae. Fai,. are held on lhe 
Tue.day DeXt after Easter._ •• for tattle, ad October 
10th. for hiring aenaotl. A charity school for t'Wellty 
OOfllllld.ix gi~ t. partly tupported by beq~, IDd 
partly by tmblcription. PmsullDt to a statute paued. 
in the 9tb of George lV., the magiatratel fol' t.be county 
came to a molutioll, at the general qoartcr lCUiooa 
h~d at Worcester, in October 1829. to alter tbe divi· 
. ion. or the county, making Block.ley tbe bead of ODe 
divi.iOll, tbe petty IeIlion! for which are held bere. The 
B iabt'lp of Worent.u illord of the manor, and~ by his 
1lteWanl,. oc:cuionally holda a manorial 00Qrt. Pre\.j. 
0011, to the Reformation hue WIJI a palace in which 
the prelata relided. but the only memorial of it is In 
tM. name of a hiD opp04ite to the vicarage, called the 
Pub. 10 a cbarte.r of King Buhrre.d~ dated in 855, 
mmtion i. mrodel of a mOllaatery. ",'hicb then aiMed, 
and 'lll'hkh 'WU wb.cquently annexed to the hilbopric.k 
of Worcetter. The Roman Foqe..",·ay puaed bc\WftO 
tllia: village IDd Morct.on. in the Man.h. Uru and. 
other Roman remainl have bcf:J1 (ound on Moor hill; 
aDd there are R1.-eral chalybeate Ipringl . 

BLODWELL, COUDty of SAWP. - Sec LLAN. Y· 
BLODWELL. 

~ BLOFIELD, • parieh f1 
oouoty of NO.FOLK, ,! 
contaiDiDg 919 inhabitauu. 
the archdeaconry and diOOCllle 
kiDg'. boob at L~:l. 6. 8., 
IIMter aDd I'eUOWI or CIliUl (AJJ .... 
chvda it; declieak!d to S\.Andrew. 
Beeve. bJ riI dated In 1729. cbupl _ 
III ....... ,.....t toward the aupport 01. he 
aDd for other c:buiiable UMI. 

BLOOD .. TYlUJ!Y .......... 10 .... .-." 

........... aI))uno ... H'~"5":wbic~~~[Io~1a 1M ...... en. di...... 01 tbe bUDCift.d of 
s. ................ (L)_ -. ....... .. -= ... ".;;I .. ".,d_", ,~,~~4'!1 


