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TO 

VISCOUNT VALENTIA, M. P 
F.R ~. F.A', S. F.i •. s. ~.R. J. 

IIJEIlfSF.1t 0,. 

1'H'£ A's'IATIC SOciE1'Y OF BENGAl., AND THE J.ITERAllY SoCrETl' oP BOMBA\' . 

VICE-PRESIDENT OP' THE A'I;'}tICANSOClt.TY ; 

VICE.PREslDENT OF THE LITERARY FUND; te:· ~c . tt". 

MY LORD, 

'fo you, who have devoted so many 

yeal:s in the ardenC8nd successful pur~mit of know­

ledge in distant regipni, the treasnres of which 

yoU areabouf fo pour into the lap of your country, 

I beg to h~ve the honour of dedicating the follow . 
. 
l,ng pages. 

Although, in extent and variety..fl( research, a..~ 
• 

well as in the acquirements, toil, and eQ.terprise .. 
necessary for its success, your Lordship has ntr~Jy 

been equalled, you have not resembled those 

~velIers,who, to a perfect acquaintance with the 

'WI, c"!litotns,and manners of other countries, 

unite an almost elltire ignorance of their owu. 



DEDICATION. 

With the local, lIioral, and political character of 

the three divisions of tbe British empire, I know 

your Lordship is intimately cODversant, and I hope 
• 

that the representation which I have attempted of 

the natives and the scenery of the northern 

branch of it win meet with your approbation. 

1 have tile honour to reluain, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's obedient servant, 

2. (:",rden-rouJ'. T~lpl", 

Dec. 20, 11:108. 

.JOHN CARR. 



EXPLANATORY ADDRESS 

TO 

TI-IE PUBLIC . 

• 

IN laying before the Public another literar5" 

production, I think it due, in point of propriety 

and respect, to adv~rt. to a circumstance whieh 

has lately brought Iny Ilanle before it, more espe­

ci~lly as that circumstance is distantly connected 

with the present publication. I rcfer to an action 

which I brought against the publishers of a sup­

posed libellous caricaturr- print, and-its e~planation, 
of a personal and oft'ensi ve nature, in CQllseqllence 

of whic;h I have been charged by cert~er­
so~, with, ~aving attempted a violence to the 

liberty of ''the press. 
a 
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rrho~t'. whos(' host ility I have increa&ed by 

that lucasnre have distorted the ground of that 

action: 'perhaps no object ever was lnore gros~]y 

anll actively Inisreprt'sented. From the dOluinioll 

which' Illy adversaries had and have over sonle of 

the pllhhf' prints, they had considerable nleans of 

adding to the inju~tice which they had before at­

telnpteo to (l,,!{(,l'('tse. 

If the matter nlercly related to myself, fr01n 

Illy rt'spcct to the Publ~c it should drop iuto 

oblivioll; but it i~ not lJlV cause, ~o luuch as .. 
that of literature and its privileges, that is at 

btak<:-. rrruth has been not a little injured; but 

yet, notwithstanding so ulany fractures, I hope 

to sct every bhattered bOlle, and restore her to 

her t()l'mer sYnl'nletry. A . loud outcry has been 

raised ?-,gflin~t me, in consequence of such gross 

:m.isJ;ppreselltation. The storr~ roar~ long and 
loud: I have waited for a calmer" mome;nt, to 
reply. 



·. 
111 

In 1806 I sublnitted to tll(> Pn hlic 1 he J'esul1 

of Illy obseryations 'll1n.de ill llw ,p'ar preceding 

on the si~tei island, nuder the tit Je ·01' "1'}l<' 

Stranger in Irelan<l, or a ']'O(lr in the Southern and 

Western Parts of that Country." In thi", work 

I avoided those topics lJPon whielt the public 

Inind has beel} fearfully divitled: I cnJea\ ollr('d 

to assist in effacing prejndiees, a11tl in making l~ly 

readers of this country better acqllui1l1ed 'with, .. 
and consequently Inore di~po!"led to ]O\'(, and ('~-

1 ('en), our brethren in Ireland. The T)uhlic . 
received IUY elld~a,,:o'}tfs with sHeil favour, that, 

expensi rc as 1 he work was, very uearly fifteen 

hundred copies of it have hetAn sold. 11 has also 

had.a large circulation upon the Continent and 

in Alnel'ica, where it has passed through severa) 

editions. SOll1C highltV' l'eSpeet~l t)le writ('l'~ upon 

matters eonneeted with Ireland have"'~loured 

·llie by considering it as a work of authoritj,. and 

by' qtlotil~g from it. It InOreOyer ohtained for UIe 
1 

the fi'it'nd$~ip aDd estcenl of ll!any distinguished 

and honourable persons, both hel!e and ill Ireland, 
a 2 



.lV EXl"»LAN A'rOIlY A DDIlESS 

as well l)fote~tauts as Catholics.. I hope I may 

be perrnitted to state thus lnnch, without an 

iUlputation of self-coluplacency. 

In lR07 a work was published, the object of 

who~e title was, to make it appear, for the pur­

pose of inj uring nle ill the public opinion, that 

Iny Joornal of this long a.lld rather laborious 

Tour had been contained in a few pencil hints, 

or- IneDlorandulllS. rrhe body of the book was 

filled w tth frag1nents of diEttant and discordant 

sentences extracted from my,work, absurdly jum­

bled together, and interspersed with falsehood and 

the vilest perversion~, which were presented to the 

Public under the imposing mask of fiLir ljuotat~on ... 

Had this attack been announced as a travesty" 
• 

the I>uWQ,'NQuld have regarded it as a burlesque, 

aud ~fshould have been as lnuch disposed as any· 

one to bave smiled at wnat hUJ:ll,Qut: it might 
" , 

have possessed. "Indeed I shG~ have deemed 

it, in $ome lneasifre, an honour;' for~~aS' the llat",~:l' 



TO TIlE I»V HLH \' 

of travesty is laughable tlefonnify, 1h(' original 

IIlust at least poss('~ souw synlIuctf'y., hefol'(' it 

could be twisted into deforluity. Nay, 'I ~hould 

have felt tnyself flattered to l,ave been placed 

in the satne line of attack in which lTIallV illu~-
.1 

trio lIS literary charaeters have heen assailpd, 

although ilurneasurabJy reU10ved frOlH thel'n . ill 

liter:uy reputation. I should also have refJeetcd 

that the Public would 110t be iuterestcd ili the 

travesty of an unknown author. But 11lauy, wlio 

hav~ never read the Tour in Ireland, have COH-. 
sidered the quota"tiqns. as authentic, aud th(' 

COInn;lent as fair and candid. I am placed before 

a Iuirror that distort~, 'and the mirror is thought to 

represent Ine faithfully. Submitting to thjs Inalig­

nant and Inischicvous attack as one of the pains 

and penalties attaehed. to authorshin, I 1001. no 

ndiJice of the first edition. 

'In tile beglnnlng of the following year) however, 

a~bon.d :edition appeared, consi~erably enlarged, 
I • 

with several '~aricature prints. It w~ advertised, 

I 
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lH a I01\~ aud "11'il~illg lWlllll(,l", in the London, 

and ]Vo..,t of tIl\' pro\ il1cial, rlewspap('r;,; and, le~t 

the l'lIhlle ... hould IHi ... takc the ohj(:)ct, n1y nmll(" 

at full 14'ngth, wa~ intruduf'cd; and the publi",her~, 

by 111CtUtr., unm,ual in the trade with regard to 

,vurk.., or ~Il('h a nature, circulated an irrllllt:'tl"'C' 

llmuhel' of ('opies of it. 

'rlie fi'Ullti~piec(' of .t hi~ puhlication, ill rllo~t 

01 its part ... , a,nd the explanation ullllt'xed to it .. 

at1clllpted pel'~ollaHy to degrade me ill a poiut 

of view that hud 110 ret'ereu(,t' tl) Illy traveliS ill 

Ireland. Legal ad vi~ers a~~urcd IHC that both 

were libeUou~; and it would he irupos~iule, I 

lx·lieve, even for rny adn='l'~arie::.., to dell)'" that 

their own Coull~l partook of the smne 0PllllOll; 

I was thert'foreo induced to look for redre~s to 

the law,. . 'Yo pro\ e tbat the~e earieature prints 

Qug~/not to be' con~ider('d as fair cdtical eluei'!'" 

dation, I beg leave to (.,~ll the attention of the 

reader to another of them. In UlY work I have 
AI , 

mentioned, that the cruel custom of yoking the 
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plough to the tail of the drawing horse, whieh 
• once exish)d in the nnci, iliJ:('d p~u'h of Ireland, 

• 
has for some time pat-ot heel! di"('ontiu'j('d; 
,,('t 
,1 , in this print, I alll reprel"ellt (.<1 in t hp 

attitude of Inaking a dl·'fWiug of this barha­

rou..:; u~age; and, if sueh print be H( hlllUed to 

be fhil' eritici~ln, I mn IJ1udt, br tlJC al'ti~t';.; p('li('i~ 
• 

to as~ert that the CU..,tOll1 ~1 ill cndnres. III ftlct 
• 

I mn a~sured that I huyt-- alre:l(l~r incurred tl!l' 

di~plea"ure of ~Olll(' of the 1ri:--l1, who hm (' Hot 

penlsed Illy work,. ?-ud who h~n e been mi~led by 

this print, for having, "as they thought, in l1Ji~ 

instauce thrmvn an odinnl npon the character (If 

their pf'(lsantry. l'o rcturn to the action, the 

fi'ontispiecf' eari('ature, and the explanation, COll­

~titut('d the ,",ole ground of my legal (,Olllplaiut . . 
l\ly declaration, Ol', a~ it i~ legal] defined, a 

shewing in writin~ of the C'LUS(-' of f'Olnp UIH 

hraced UQ other; and nly proof~, as the law requlres 

they should be, wer«:> confined to the innuendos COll-

; t~jned ill the declaration. Could 1 have conceived, 
1 ., 

Or had I been leg"'dlJy udvlsed, that the Courl, 
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aft~· Ih~ dQclaration had b~;~n ~H" ,&1ape,d, .:"W.o~tld 

ha\-)ea~lnl.itt~d of evidence tbsllC'Y that the body 
, 

of the ObllOxiou.'J,w'(>rk was unfa.ircJ.~iticism I could , -.: ", ., , ,'," ,', "~ :':'.~ '> ',· t -~' '". ' , "', ',' > ~ ,: -'" ':"':- ';': " . 

ha'V~ W~:h;JN.e(t".l,~n)Tpisti,g~hed literary Inen 

to havp.provQd.;it,~o hav~ be~~l sp.·'V"hen the cause 
I, " J' .,., • 

ca~nc~ on", the Lord Chief Justice , of tl~~ Co.prt of 
t "',: ,,'. "', .', 

J\ibg'li lBcn,ch,whopresided, 1l1;aipt~iI;\e~!: that~l 
, , 

persona] caricature of an author ruay .be con~idered 
t ' ,"" , " 

,a~ r.lir critieisln, as filr a:s he is connected with his 

:w orl , and ilnpressed such his opinion upon the 

~~,~~<).s ' of the jury, who gave their verdict aC9~:rd­

i~]y . . My adversari~s irrunediate]y ann~~9Pcep; the 
~ . 

'fH;~~~S';~;'l\';W~rM obtained over an enernyt-q'!,the 

i!pr~;.~ fPl4.if* p~l:souWho wished to ann justice 

%~J;)~t cri~i~l:Slll~"I·hope I shall not be considered 

!3t~,d~i~ti'pg trOJn that respect which is due to Lord 
iUep.t;.ol~ougb as a dignifi.ed rnagistra,te, a.sch91ar, 

.a;:~d ~'i4~~na.n1i:ia,~ld from thatr~~~1~nge wh~1!h 

.. ~~gil,~~t()a,\~ndHHPoll. j~dicial 0 pi9~9~l'iJ!~ ~,~rLl~p)it' 

•• ~ .f~~:(~tl~~J\~~vatip~$, .. 



TO 'rHE PtTBLIC. IX 

I thought I was making a struggle on behalf of 

its liberty, as well as ~ts dignity, by an attenlpt to 

prevent both from heing contalninated and brought 

into discredit by the low and' base alliance of ca­

ricature and buffoonery; and that I never did wish 

to interfere with the liberty of the press is plain 

from my not atla~king the first work, which 'va~ 

equally as l1njlIst as th£l' second. 

The nlost dignified satU'lsts, such as Dryden, 

Boileau, Pope, S';Vift, and Youug, never thought . . 
of laNhing a lnan bY' Jrictures: that. task they left 

to inferior artists; they confined themselves to their 

pens alone. If there was any press that I wished 

to obtain a victory over, it was not tho literary 

press, but the caricature press. Plain fact wiH 

denlonstrate that I eould have no other intentIon. 

Had Lord F...lleuborough thought ~.ricaturc 
and .eXP~~8 were lib~llous, alld h~d I, ~~Oll~ 

~ { \\~~1 '>\ , 

seq.pC~ki~ltaioed a verdict, the letter-press part 

'a Qr die 1: 1 ~ "t{"~itoout the carica.tures, might have 

cohtin~;_,,,'lMt'1&o14 with impunity. 
b 



EXPLANATORY ADDRESS 

\ ,With :regard to the liberty of ·; the press', ' 'its 

abuses have not lnade lue cease to be enalnoured 

lvith·' its : 'reAl ' u~lty. The ·· eensure of: assailants, 

stleh as J have h~, 'can DO more ;.detaeh me frOJu 

l'e\~eri ngthe l~ress, than the iturj>itude of ;a:wicked 

pl'i(~~t otlosha:ke my '" veneration for ' religion. 

, 'file Jjherty of the press is the boastofeve:ry 

h~)ucstEnglishil1Rn, and the.Jlld'ge' w1ho :sacrificeS 
, : .. '.' 

~lnething ()f justice iI1'itsdefen~e "is,:more ,enti ... 
rtcd : 'it), his adlnij'ation than his cens'nre; or, ifhe 

awaken CenSll1'C, he will ,find !t but reluct/tutly 

rOllsed,and easily appeased~ 
. . .~ 

') ~ro' fairJ~gitimalte i eritjcisnl 1 na,V'et, uPOl1 'the 

whble;;'rtnlch: 1-easo,ti{ ttl · be grnteful.F ortunately 

fo:rthe' llter~tine' ; 6f"~Great Britain, .. in no country 

itt the' wotld" is' eriticislU so widely:" disse.minated' 

by, 1I1('3-.::;g1i¥"tbe different reviews. ," these, m,Yi 
.:'\Vb~~"" \''1pon l fhe,,:w't~oIe, have ,' ," " b1:r 
dd~t " ~-\vlth ~ ;;laad. ~ ~\Ten ;,;where :' . ······~Ii 

a\ttbo~;I; 111ay 1ta~(iJ ittken' : Jr' l(jt1"tjHt~ '·be 
ni)~111.~ rto ;: ~dm.it the H, '. :'1'1:1 '", 



. 
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ll1yself, 1han to ,~mppo~e that a fk!:!,Tce of censurf' 

had beeH f'xteuded fo IlH', whieh, it wa" COll­

ceived, I did not deserve. I hope 1 hah~ :-.hmvll 

enough to cHtablish tbat I was not ~o tho\lghtlf'~" 

as to appeal to the law~ a~ain~t criti(,j"'m. No 

IlnvyeL', if he nll\lQ..~ hi~ eharaetf'r, would eithel' 

have advi~ed 111(> to it, OJ' venttll'C'd 10 open -hi" 

lip~ in a court of j\hti('(\ ill SUppol't of sud; ~it~ 
• 

appeal. Literary reputation i.., at Iwst but frUIt 

Imlf-filled with wasp..;: t11o",e who hut attempt 

t () ~athe1' it Ulu~t. expf'ct to be s1lln~. 

Fot' lny own part, I have ever eon",idf'I'f'd ('ritiej~m 

ar., the p;reat palladiulll of li1{'rature. It j.., u ~tlHrd 

b('tween had ta~te and tIl<' PHhlie. 1\Iy lU3:\.iul ha .... 

eVe!' been that of Gr('~s('t, " ~'hollon'r de1"l Critiqll'-,"" 

ct taeht'r de Juir(' luieux." But io be }l.., ... aited hy 

the lnalignant COJubination, \\ hich w~~d, a1)(i 
'~ 

nncolltr()Verted, upon the hcariug of Hty ('aus~~·--to 

he assail41l ~'V Wea{lOll.8 unknown iu that" brio ht ~ ~~J M I' . 
arlnourV~\j~ \\41h:1J the ~haft"'l of rcal \\ it a-Ulf{ 

-. ti' I ~ 1'" • 

:$~tirc hu~rt() beellle,e1Jcd at In~ukiDd.,..--\"ill) 
b 2 



· EXPLANATORV, .ADDItl:SS 

1 Itr~t, ,be I cousldt;:red as ~lue apology for the 

illlPl·1.1d~n{·e with which I lliwe t;,cen charged, of 

Wt' kir!g prot(~(.·t~QJl ill a (;OU1't of j\ls~ice. 

Satisfi~d with the happ~ness of nloviug ill an 

bonourabl(:, ~ociet y, tanc.1 1 trHst of enjoying its t'S­

t~am, taking no ~ha.re, aud ac:;ting no part, ill. 

4l:0Se SC~Iles whif'h usuallv eJH·ite the liWioule of th~ " .., 
u"l,'icaturi~t, 1 did hopc\hatJoyventu;rrng tolay be-

tpl'~ the ,Public rtlrnark.~ lllade, and opinion~ formed, 

dm;iug Illy different tours, without ~cckillg 10 enl­

h~::-h a.luJ enliven thcln witl~ the surreptitious 01'­

llaIUent of inlUgination, would not ha.ve roused hinl 

froIn his den to way lay me in nly peaceful path. 

l\fy expectations hnvc been disrlppointed, aud I 

lnu;:,t couft..>s~ 1 had not philosophy enough to wit­

IWSS with iudifit'rence tbe ahnost unexaulpled acti­

"ity wh~(;b;: .. · ... as displayed ill llolding me up to the 

Publi6
f
in eyery uewl'Ipaper, and in. the window of 

every p<-tty retailer of literature, a~ >.ltO~ject un­

worthy of the respectable opiuion _~idl,. which it 

has hitllf:rto honoured Dly humble,. 1iteJ:lijr labour~ 
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I have only o11e <o()bS(ltVatlQU !"o're to lnake, wl1i('h 

lowe in Justi(·e ~o 11l:tRt'1t\:alld Iny late ptlbii~her, 
Sir Richard Philiip~, I wh() has been a('eu6l~d of 

hal-jng, from objf'ct~ of per~onaI feclin~, promptf'd 

nlt' to bring the action to ~'hich I have HrlVtlrt~d. 

I can ltlOl-;t solelnnly declare that he neVf1r (I'Xeit'0d 

llle to such a IneaSUrf\ I was solely ~uidt'd ·hy 

lUY own feelings, and the opinion of n1y legalr: 
visers; and I trust that my character is too wdl 

known, and that I hold too respel .. table a situation 

ill society, to encourage an expectation that ] could 

be .. :made the lnstrulnent of gratifying any ntunls 

private anilnosity. 



I AM too much indebted to many enlightened Gentlemen, 1Il 

various pans of Scotland, for the local mtormatlOI1 tlll'y have 
favoured rne with, not to take this opportunity of publIcly expr('''~­
ing my thanb an,d obligations, 

It IS wlth cordial plca."Iurc I mention, that, m the month of 
September last, the foundation-stone of the New Gaol of Edm­
burgh was kudo ThIs Prison, so much and so. long desned, 
it'> to be completed £I'om the excellent designs of Mr. Robert 
Reld. As soon as it is ready fo\: the reception of pnsoners, th{. 
present Tolbooth> mentIOned in the fbUowing Tour, will b( 
pulled down. 

The Lord !'rovost and Magistrates are also about to make 
an application to Government for further aid, to tmable them to 
fiOlSh the College. Those who support such an applIcation wIll 
do honour to themsclve~, and confer a lasting obligation upon 
that illustrIOUS Seminary, 
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VII.LM 
• 

TOUR TJfROUGH SC()TLAND. 

CHAP. I. 

'l'ltAVlll.LI!\G INFATUATION-ANECDOTE OF A SCO'l'CHM.o\}f IN 

fTALY-A CONSOLING REFLECTION-CAMBRIDGE-ITS BEAU­

TIFUL COLLEGI!,; W ALKS-TllE. EXQUISl1'F. AReIH'rECTURS ot 

KIN(I'8 c<nJ.EGf: CHA Pl!:'L-PEMUROK}~ COLLEGE-ANBCDOTE . 
OF' MR. l'J1'l"-Mlt. FOX-A WIN now :FULL OF '.lUSUltDll'IES­

F A(~l<~TIOtJS VERSES-DR. CLARKE'S .A.N'rIQU ES-ST .-lMFORD­

S.lN'Glll,AR MOOE OF Sl'RENGTllJ::NING A WEAK mHLDING­

R.F:MARKI' UPO:S YORK MINSTER-fUNTS TO JHVINE~-TllE 

<aST.LE AT YORK--IJlTRUAM-ltEMARKS UPON THE CATHE .. 

DR.H, AWD THE PRISONS. 

Ho\tV common in. practice, a~d yet how inexplicable upon 

principle is it, that we wander fronl adjacent bcautit~s to. re­

mote one~ ldlich, after much toil of mind and body, fre ... 

quently prove to be inferior to those we leave behind, which 

have a ·tbousand times courted us in vain both by their 
• attract.iotw and tQeir facilities of access! How often dQ 

B 



SCOTCHMAN IN ITA t.V. 

we brave the seas and.' tettpests' to,ldraw pleasure from 

continental resources, anlt bttw.frequently do we learn from 

foreigners the beauties o( our own country! Is it that we 

place a false va1ue upon what is difficult of attainment, 

and feel but little relish for that which. can be procured 

with little exertion? A Scottish gentleman, in whose estate 

a hill, caned Mount Damietta, stands, near Stirling, when 

in Ita1y was expressing to a native of that country tile 

~clight which thp scenery of that beautiful region afforded 

hltn, and declared jt to be the finest in the world. 4' It is 
very fille, undoubtedly,"·said the Italian, "but inferior to 

one in Scot land; I mean the view from the hill Damietta, 

near Stirling:" The Scottish gentleman was much Sllf­

priS'ed, and somewhat emban;assed-in not being able to make 

the comparison himself, for the truth was, he had never visited 

the top of his own mount, and was ashamed to own it. 

After llaving felt somewhat of this fashionable infatua. 

tion, willi delicate health, however, to offer in excusc, I 

resolved upon judging for myself of a people and a country 

lhngrenowncld in history, and -who, in the"pagts of, a writer 
figlf in tire anna]t\ of fiterary) lame, iappeM'ed with a Qouhle 
-c\-aracter, at one tmIt' inflting. 'Wit.h~.ttractiorr, at :aQ8ther 

~n2 with di5~St. ~ 



A CONSOLING ~~R~ECTION. 

faction Qf roflceting tba,t. l'had no .. bQi~ierpns seas to; ~()~" 

and no keen and perilous ~n,:es.t.i.ga(ions ofa: hostile p,01ic;~, tp 

encounter • . Having puriilcd my, miud from the pr~udi~c~ 
which ill .. humoured or sarcastic rcprest'-l1tatioll,s had at 

various ~hnes unpl'essoo upon it, I sct off for Seo~ap<l. ; 

and as the line of route was t(.) me in some degree no,,~l, 1 
loi~red a little iu my way, to contemplate objects that J 
found not only new, but highly interesting ... , 

I eOImnenced my tour with emotion.s of gratitude tp tlytt 
beneficent and all-wise Ruler who- has hitherto preserved. us 

from sharing ill the humiliation of so Dlany nations of the 
) 

earth, and who enables us to wander, as busincss, plcasur~> 

or the love of iuformatioll may illlpel, over a country; Wh~C~l 

we may still proudJy call our own, without being cOlllpell~ 
to witness the devastations of war, or' to contelllplat,c tqc 
triumphant nlarch of insatiable ambition. 

Seated in an island favoured by Heaven, and,' forti~ 

by nature against the political storms tbp.t rage aroupp , 
Ult ;we view lthei; angry progregs, as the ast.ronoIpcx: ip. ~~~ 

'~8 of the ~g4t"contemplat~ Mle, erratic CO"f~C; o( ~ 
dJmoiog me~ lp( ,64fe tmd soleAm ~4itation. 

~ qdi.gbUw.mGllt~ofJ~~ ba~ .. j~y,~~nce4 wh~ 
llcft ~; aad, 4liter ~sing throug6 a counttI :w~ 

:B~ 



" 
poueased very little to gladdeR the eye or interest the mind, 

1 arrived at Cambridge, "'he~ I had the gmtification of 

being tjle bearer of letters of introdu<;tion to several gentle­

n\eft distingu~hed for their knowledge, and extent of re­

seafCh in dbtant countries, and of contemplating many 

lDagnificent and ,'enerable 'f'difices sacred to learning, nkmg 

whose walls the Canl slowly and sH<tI.lt1y mmres, as if ('on­

SCW\lS that it flowed through the seat of studyan<4 medita­

tion, reflecting upon its dark and r1nf'lo. surt~lcC nHm)' a. 

lltx:uriant bank, atul tree of stutf'ly growth, harmoniously 

~ed tog('thcl', and naturally dispo!:ling the mind unfa­

fJtiliariaecl to the ~ceue, to llt'll'i'ive reticction. 

1.1ie groves autl garoens oftltc'eolleges arc equally ~wect 

and eq1tlally solemn; but they had materially s'tdfer(,~ by a 

teeeftt and violent !flood, whic."h 'had ()vt}l'fioweO tlte country 

to a great extent, and had left many rueful ma1rks ()f its 
visitation upon trce, shrub, bank, and flower. Among the 

~, tbfte wCC'el'ingoehflS 1tl'e }'OiBtod out t.o Ule st'Ptlngcr, 

.. hidt ca.t'lItOt be SOOl1 witlHMJt a.d~tiOD. I do DOt lJB~ 

1M faltigue t:he leader by:elabo~ atckMotn4lQl descriptiOJlS 

.r die ..wremnt \)~gs which ~:this ~lelirMed ,.t 
., eeiew:;e; hlM; l-eanoot 'p8$& 'mel} Q~d ti\e ~ ef 
~. College, which, for size,.ligidne8S, and beauty, has 

_ri ........ ~ .. ~I·_ .. \~ed~ aeuein .,16er .. 



In this, as in most pure Gothic buildingb, the, p~ipaJ 
ex terior decorations are resetved for its summits; but what 

• 
pencil or pen can adequately pO\lrtmy the sYIDmetu' aN! 

beauty of the interior of this pile? The eye rises with 

delight from the floor to the ekgant roof of Gothic arches, 

springing from their buttresSf~5; it then roves along the 

"sJ~ndcr shafts of shapely stone," finely contrasted with 

the florid richness of the painted windows, and the whole. 

decorated with a profusion of elaborate ornaments, varying 

from each other in form, and rivalling each other ill beauty. 

Thc imagination is nlore di~po8ed to consider this ~quisitc!! 

structure as the fc"tbl€d temple raised by magic than a fabri~ 

of human workmanship. It stands a splendid mOllUTIlfmt 

of the taste, pit"ty, and muni~en('e of Henry V I. its opjgi­

nal founder, and of S1.1cceedrng sovereigns. The sight of 

such a building would nobly remunerate the pains al-ld perils, 

of a long pilgrima6~' 

A natuml euriosity induced- me to- pay an eady: "igil 

to the rooms which the inustrious Pitt oc¢uJ>ied in P.eTfi:-. 
broke Cd¥leg«!", where I felt that gldw of etldll'lsiaMll wft.ith 

&parted genms n'M't*r fails to -exeite' ·in the s~ wJlJielf tt 
. . 

has rendered sacred by its presence. .A professor, wl\G., f ..... 

'tJlOUred me with hi' company on the occasion, had the 
tsonoar f'IIIl na'Vin.g l'lmflW'h' tihtt ft~ ~}rdlrlllOtt-r wf!l.l. Hie' 
ia.fOnne'd -me, in oppositioft to 'the ~l~,. '«e&t~ 



A NECDOTB' OF ,'Mlt. PITT. 

r~a*, that Mr:' Pitt knew but little of Greek, that he 

was thoroughly well ,r('rsed in that language at the age of 

fotlfte~m, but that he never quoted from at;ly Greek authors 

iu th(~ aemate" from a weJl..foundcd conviction that the only 

iml}l~ssj'On he would have exeit~d al1l0ngst. th(' greater por­

tioo 'df ,his auditors would have been that of pedantry. 

Ho~v fin~J'y and powerfully his Latin quotations applied 

is in the public recolleotion. Mathematics f()rrned his 

favourite study, to the pursuit of which, he used to obsrrvp, 

he intendf'd to return, whenevcr the carcs of the state no 

longer .demanded his ul\uividcd attention. Although h(' 

shook the senate with the thunder of his eloquencc, in pri­

vate life }}e was remarkable for his gentle and nnassUInillg 

manners. In the colloquial pleasures of the tahle he would 

listen with the most patient good humour to great talkers, 

and argue with them as if his mental powers had been but 

a little ahove their own. He never, like J upit.er conversing 

with th~ clown, appealed to his thunder. He supported 

the diffident, and played with the overbearing; in short, 

in the hours of relaxation, he ('.harmed and delighted, as 

much as, in those which were dev.oted to the public 

welfare, he excited the astonishment and admiration of the 
( 

world. 

It is a m.atter worthy of remark,· that scarcely in on~ 
instaace, throughout the eventiu.t·.histories of two, of ,the 
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most illustrious stat(,!,;1Ul'n and orators that ever adorned 

this or any other country, is any coincidence to bo found, . 
except in the extent and brilliancy of their mental eowers, 

and the melancholy fate which consigned them together 10 

the common lot of mortality. Even in their early studies, 

wlnlst Cambridge derives increased celebrity from having 

the name of Pitt upon her records, Oxford may boast with 

equal pride the lasting honour of having imparted to }'ox 

the treasures of her learning. 

rrhe same spirit of (I hope not- i1Jaudable) curiosity in­

duced me to ('xplore the apartments which Gray occupied 

in the same college. Strange to remark, no one belonging 

to it could be found to teJl me where they were. At last an . 
aged inhabitant of the town was sent for, who immediately 

{'Ondllcted me to them. In one of the rooms of this college 

there is a medallion of ~I aSOIl4 The professor I before men­

tioned remembered Gray when at ('ollegc, and obs('ryed that 

what principally remained upon his recollection was his lar,ge 

aquiline nose, and ('old illaecessible manner; in the garden 

belonging to thu., college there is a Gothic bower remain­

ing, though hastening to l'apid decay, which he and Mason 
• 

planned. It is singular that in the common hall there 

is no portrait of either Gray or Pitt: to the memory of the 

latter, h0wcver, a fine statue is to be erected in the senate 

house, by that able and tasteful artist, N oI1ckens. 
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U ndcf one of the windows in one of the fQOlUS W melt 
C:!!Y'Dreviously oceupicd at St. Peter's College, there still . - , 
remains a. staple. which the Poet, who was very fearful of 

fire, had fixed there, for the purpose of escapiug from the 

.danger of that dement by a rope laddt·r. An authentic 

anecdote is told of a college trick which 'Was upon tllis 

occasion played oft' upon hiln, in revenge for his general 

unpleasant deportment and unmanly timidity. He was 

one night roused frOIn his slumbers by a loud cry of" Fire;" 

upon which he immediately affixed hi& ropes, and descend­

ed into a large tub of water, which his roguish comrades 

had placed uuder his window to receive him. Thus, think­

mg 10 escape from one element, he feU into another. In 

eottsequenre of this trick the Bard left St. Peter's for 

Pmnbtoke. 

In the chapel of Trinity College there is an exquisite 

"statue .of the immortal Newton, in white marble, by 

&ubiliac. The great philo$Opher is represented in a loose 

go'Vrllt with a prism. in his hands~ and his face elevated to 
Heaven, as if in divine ~tion. On the pedestal is 

insertecl 
" Qui genua bumanum ingenio superavit." 

The library of Trinity Coll¥ is a very -noble ~Jl_ 

Mid to .e<*ta.ift many v~ .... " belt ,it is eadly _ 
f~ by the ~od~ fJ{ ........ at tho ..,tJt ,., 



representing Sir Isaac Newton, who died in 1,(26, being 

pre..'Ientcd to hi., pJ'f'sent ~l~jC'~ty, George the Third, who was 

born in 1738: til(' king is seated upon a throne, hol~ing a. 

Jaurel chaplet in one hand, and attended by Minerva, whilst 

bdow the Lord Chml<'('Uor Bacon, who died in 1626, is 

seen preparing to rC'gist('r the ft.·ward which the soyereign is 

ahout to bestow npon the philosopher, who died about twelve 

years before hi~; royal benefactor existed. The execution 

of this gaudy association of the dead and of the living, this 

transparent portruit of absurd anachronisms, corresponds 

with the dp~ign. Amongst the l\]SS. in this library are the 

Comus and other poems of l\{ilton, in his own hand, with 

his alterations. The admirers of the sublime and beautiful 

in poetry may be gratified b-t seeing a lock of hair of 

this inu~trious hard at Lord Fitzwillirun's, at Richmond. 

In the vestibule of the puhlic library are Borne valuable 

antiquities, which have been presented to it hy Dr. Clarke, a 

gentleman equally known for his leanling, and the uncom­

mon enterprise and enthusiasnl with which· he achieved a 
• 

very extensive tour through various distant countries, par-

ticularly in Greece, from w.hich, at considerable cost and 
~ 

with infinite address and labour, he contrived to bring the 

celebrated colossal bust of Ceres, exhihiting part of the bOdy, 
froin the girdle upwards, from the temp~e of Eleusis, a.nd 

present it to his Alma Mater. In raising and embellishing 
c 
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this gorgeous and stupendolls temple, the most illustrious 

artists of Greece are said tq have exerted their highest 

energi~s, until they left it a work of matchless perfection, 

at otlce the admiration and wonder of the world. Amongst 

thc literary treasures collected by Dr. Clarke, in the course 

of his travels, are a Plato, beautifully writtcn on Ycllum, 

by Professor Porson styled a monument of literature, and 

other valuable works from Patmos, N axos, Mount Athos, 

and fi'om Cono;;tantinople. The Doctor has al~o brought 

some antique mOJlUIDf'nts from Sais, ill Egypt, (the ruins 

of which city were first rliscovered by Messr~. Clarke and 

Crips,) and various other antiquities from U ppcr Egypt, 

collections of medals and vases .from all parts of Grcece, 

and sculpture and inscriptions from the Cimmerian Bos­

phoros, the Crimea, the shores of the Euxine, the Plain of 

'froy, the Greek Islands, and the Grecian Continent. The 

public has been long in expectation of seeing in print the 

researches and observations of this elegant and learned 

travener, and it is to be hoped tbat so high a gratification 

will not be long- delayed. 

~fter viewing the magnificent edifice devoted to piety 

or learning; the traveller will do weD to visit a fabric of a 

different nature; I mean the gaol, ,whieh is small, but 

admirably desi~ed and oonstruc~. In the diseiplinc of 
f 

the prison I saw nothing :to object to, except an unneces ... 
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fUU'Y weight of ironn with which an unf()ftunate delinquent 

was louded, and which, the goc11er himsclfacknowlf'dged, were 

much too ponderous; but I think he added, they had none 
• 

lighter. This matter is not unworthy the attentionof the gen-

tlcmC'n 10 whom the inspC'C'tioll of the prison is entrusted. 

From Cambridge I p:-oceeded to Stamford, through Hun­

tingdon. The fens are much drained, and the country 

was extremely pleasant. Stamford, in the number of its 

churches, brought the city of Cologne to my tuemory. 

which, as well as most of the ho\}ses, are built of a fine 

and hard ~;tone, brought from a neighbouring quarry, and 

with which Downing College at Cambridge is to be con· 

structed, when the archiwct and the mason are no louger 

re-strained by the torpid spells of the law. Apprehensions 

having been entertained that St. Mary's Church, the hand­

somest building in the town, was giving way, the inhabitants 

had it cramped up with iron, and by an Hibernian mode 

of proceeding, to make it more secure, have, as I 'V'fas io­

fonned, susI~ended in it two ad~itional. bells. Stamford stands 

upon a rocky soil, so porous, that the inhabitants have only 

to ~ake a cess-pool or deep hole, and every thing thrown 

into it soon disappears. Burleigh House and P.ark adjoin 

the town, and give it the only interest which it possess~s. 

This munificent donation of Elizabeth to her favourite mi .. 

c S 
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nister is well koown. ,Compared with bis merits, she oour.,. 

teously said it waS too small. . In tile noble apartments are 

Inany costly and exquisite paintings. On that of our Sa .. , 
viour by Carlo Dolce, so justly celebrated, I gazed long and 

ardently, and withdrew with emotions of admiration and 

regret. The divine face seemed sufficient to kindle the 

flame of piety in the breast of the most depraved. The 

new lodge is in bad taste: the towers are surmounted with 

domes resembling large full-gNlwn cabbages inverted, which 

produce an unpleasant efiect. 

In my way to·Y ork I passed through Doncaster, the ele­

gant appearanee of which cannot but arrest the attention 

of the traveller. York is a great and gloomy city, enriched 

by one of the most grand and beautiful specimens of Gothic 

architecture in the kingdom. For nearly twenty years, 

the old and decaying parts of this beautiful cathedral have 

been restoring. In this very nice and difficult work, an 

ingenjous mason, of the name of Shute, has been employed 

for a considerable length of ~me. What has been done has 

been creditably done; but it would have been better under 

professional direction, which is not thought necessary. Such 
( 

is the case at Westminster, and 1 believe at Lincoln. Whilst 

tlUch a method is used, it:is well th&t the cathedral of York 

is under weft exc::ellent ~veramen~ for it mililt DQ¥e hatl 



-
JUNTa '.fO nlVINES. 1S 

a dean ff of less taste and j\ldgment~ and less enthusiasm 

with regard to purity of style. 

Although no one is more happy to acknowledge the gene­

ra}taste as well as the profound learning of our churchmen 

than I, yet I cannot as readily admit that they can be, ,vith­

out the assistance of a skilful and experienced architect, 

capable of faithfully restoring the delicate" f()liaged tracery'~ 

of Gothic architecture, by merely modelling and copying 

different parts of the original fabric. To copy with fidelity 

and efiect is an effort of knowledge as well as of labour. 

What mason could copy with truth and effect the exquisite 

productions of l~'laxlnau and N ollekens ? Not the Ininutest 

ornament should be replaced, iq such venerable and beauti­

ful piles as I have enumeratf"d, but under the superinten­

dence of an ahle ru1:ist. 'J1he ravages of time upon the 

minster of York will fhrnish constHnt employ tor the re­

storing hand of art for a century to come. 

This august pile has been f~{'quentl.Y df'S'('ribed. It W'8S 

commenced in 1171. Its interior corrf"sponds with the 

majesty of its external appearance. The ancient painted 

windows are of exquisite workmanship, and at a distance 

resemble delicate light-coloured lace work. 'As far as the 
p. 

.. The Rev. Dr. Markham. 



14 EFFECTS 0' TilE OOTrnC. 

senses are concerned in aid of a spirit of devotion, I cannot 

but think that the pure Gothic is the bCbt adapted for that 

purpqse. In this Ininster, in the abbey of 'Vestminster, 

and in similar buildin~, I feel a religious awe pervade Dly 

mind which I never feel in the vast and majestic cathedral 

of St. Paul. But for the sound of t he organ, and the voice 

of the choristers, it might be regarded as a stupendous 

pantheon instead of a place of dm·otion. In the screen are 

the effigies of several of our king!'4, one of which Ycry whim· 

sically presents itself to the eye with red hair gilt, by which 

the artist intended to sht)w~ that in this prince's reign it was 

the fashion to powde1' tlte hair 'a'itlt gold dust. In the lihrary 

belonging to the minster, there is a fine volume, in vellum, 

containing Erasmus's works. This library is intended to be 

removed to th(' chapel, which formerly lx-longed to the 

archhishop's palace. In this city there is an annual display 

of benignity which I cannot pass over in silence; a spirit 

of liberality, which it would be well for the world were it 

more imitated. A nunnery has been established here for 

many years, ill which the~e are about one hundred and 

thirty young ladies, who are brought up in the Catholic 

religion; the Lady Abbess pays a yearly visit to his Grace 
( 

the Archbishop of York, by whom she is always most 

kindly and cordially received.. 

The castle, standing upon an elevated and spacious area 
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of ground, con taining the county hall, (a su IJcrh building 

of the Ionic order,) and the old and new prisons, is highly 

deserving of attention. 'l'he Court of Nisi Prius is formed 
• 

after the best pos~iblc plan for hoaring and for accomnlO-

dation, two essentials which arc not often found in any of 

our scats of justice. The prison for felons is the ancient 

gaol, which, although inferior to modern buildings of this 

d~scription, is f~r from being ohjectionable. The ma­

gistrates deserve the thanks of their county for tllC con­

stant attention. which they pay to the discipline of this 

prison, which is in consequence' kept very dean; and the 

unfortunate felons, of whom there were ouly fifteen when I 
visited it, arc enab1ed by their labour to support themselves 

tolerably well until delivered hy due course of law: humane . 
discretion is visi hIe here in the weight of the prisoners' chains .. 

Opposite to the county hall, and corresponding with it in 

front, is a nohle building, containing the prisolls for female 

felons and debtors, hospital, &c. which do great honour to the 

skill and taste of Mr. Carr, the architect. The debtors are 

also vcrJ humanely permitted to walk in the area. In the 
• 

city gaol, I was informed by a magistrate, there were no . 
prisoners, although the jurisdiction of the <;ity extends over a 

• 
pepulatioB of about 25,000 persons. Anethet circumstH.nce, 

equally creditable to the vast county of York, deserves to 

be mentioned. At the last general election no accident . 
occurred, and no disturbance arose, although not Jess than 
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22,000 persons were brought from the country into the city 

to voh~, and, as far as the fact could be ascertained, not 

one horse was killed from excess of driving. The ancient 
.-

bridge oyer the OU!)C lla~ often attracted the pencil of the 

artist; ano the ruins of St. Alary are still beautiful, though 

1hey have been lately rnuch dilapidated, for the sake of the 

nmtcriaIs. 

The ride to Durham is vcry pleasant, and frequently pi<:­

turesque. This city derives all its consequence from itf, 

enormous cathedral, (situated in a lofty and well-wooded 

kno]],) the windings of the ri\'er ';Year and its bridges, and 

the beautiful walks which adorn it., Iueandcrs. In these 

walks arc many elms and mountain-ash, of the noblest 

growth. 'rhe houses are in general mean, and far from 

corresponding with the features I have just before UlCll­

tioned. The cathedral is a vast heavy pile, chiefly of Saxon 

architecture, a huge quan'y above ground, the ioundation 

of which was laid in lOgS. The size of the interior, and 

the massy magnitude of the pillars, arrayed in all the , 
clumsy magnificence of the Norman style, are aU tllat are 

t 

worthy of notice within. The castle, or bishop's palace, ad-
o:; 

joining, is, like the cathedral, very large and gloomy. The 

rooms within arc dark and unfunlished. Tbe oo.ly object 

worthy of any?otice is a curious and highly-emhellished 

Saxon arch, in the long gallery, whicht only a few years 
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siace, was disc,overed h~hind a covering of plaister. Some, 

;but a very sman part, of the castle, is supposed to be coeval 

with William the Conqueror. rrhe Bishop shews .his taste 

by residing at Bishop Auckland, about eleven miles distant, 

and never entering the gloom'y abode but when official 

dut.Y renders it necessary. In one of the chambers, I am 

informed, is the coffin of St. Cuthbert, a large chest, strongly 

hooped with iron. As my Cicerone did not mention this c;ir­

cumstance, I have done it for the benefit of future travellers 

who are curious in such matters II!<. 

• The mnnor of Sockhurne, formerly helongin,a: to the Conyers, now in 

the possession of Sir William Blackett, 'Bart. in the neighbourhood of Dur­

ham, is held by knight-iervice under the Bishop of Durham, and by an 

observance of the following singular ~eremony :-At the firlot entrance of th~ 

Bi&hop into the country, the Lord of Sockburne, or hii agent, meets him 

in the middle of tht 1'us at Neeshmn, where the water is fordable, or at 
Croft Bridge, when he prr-sents a falchion to the Bishop, as an emblem of 

his temporal power, and repeats the following words :_CC My Lord Hi.hop, I 

here preseot you with the falchion wherewith the champion Conyers slew 
the worm, dragon, or fiery flying serpent, which destroyed mun, woman, and 
child, in memory of which the King then reigning gave him the mflnor 'If 
Sockburne, to hold by this tenure, that

l 
upon the first entrance of every Bishop 

into the country, this falchion should be presented." The Bishop then takc~ 

the falchion in hili hand, and immediately returns it to the per"on who presents 

it, wishing the Lord of Sockburne health, and a long ~njo'yment of the l'I\anor. 

1ft the ancient pedigree of the family of Conyers it is set forth, that II Sir 

John Conyers, Knt. who slew t monst'rous veonomous and poysonous 

wyvern. asp, or worm, which overthrew and devoured many people in fight, 
and the scent of the poyson was so strong that no person might abide it, and 

hereby p'vidence of Alrnighly Gud overthrew it, nn(~ it l_yeth buried a1 
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The prison is well calculated to punish the prisoner be­

fore his guilt is ·proved: the dungeons, which are below each 

other, a.re dark, damp, and unwholesome. The ventilators, 

which ascend to the top of the gaol, are choked up. The 

prisoners sleep upon stIflW; the common room is small, 

and badly ventilated; and the male prisoners are let out 

only seven at a time into a small yard for exercise, and that 

ol,lly twice a week, which yard is close to an inn, and com­

manded by it. It is additionally vainful to reflect that the 

assizes are only held here once a year. rrhe keeper of the 

prison is a humane and respectable man, and nluch re­

gretted that the building was so objectionable. The bride­

well is in a shocking state. The sleeping ... room of the pri .. 

soners is a great cave under the road, strewed at the bottom 

with straw, like the stables of the robbers in Gil BIas. Into 
this vault I was shown, in mid-day, by the aid of a lan­

thorn: it was dripping with wet on every side. 

Sockburne before the Conquest. But before he did enterprise, having but 
oue childe, went to .the church in complete armour, and offered up his 
sonne to the Holy Ghost, which monuments are yet to see. Also the place 
."here the serpent lay is called GreYlitolle:' Tr~dition still poinbl to the 
spot where this mighty worm or dragon was entombed. The story! if 
litenlHy taken, is more curious thaD ,ingular, in depicting the credulity of 
distant til1l'(ts; but it i. m06t proba.ble that this :flying monster was figu­
ratively used to denote some great reb.ellious LQrd, whQ was luccessfully. 
reBiated by the gallant CODVE'rs. 



CHAP. II. 

..6. VILLAGE OF BUTCJiERS-EFI1'ECr OF HABIT-BEN JOHNSO~ '8 

lUDDLE-SPANISH PIlOTERB-NEWCAS'fLE-EXPORTATJON OF 

COALS-CUllJOUS ANECDOTE OF A SHOT-TOWER-THE VIL­

LAGE OF LEMINGTON-ROMAN PIECE OF PI,ATE-GRER·N­

WICH-HOSPITAL L..lNDS-lIEXHAM ..lBBEY-:/'jA1·UltE PRETTY 

EQUAL IN HER GIFTS-NORTHUMBRIAN DIAI .. ECT-FRENCH 

LANGUAGE TRACEABLE IN NORTHUMBERLAND-A HINT TO 

TN E TRUSTEES OF GREENWICH liOSPIT A L-1l0M AN W ALL-..l 

NORTHUMBRI..lN FAIR-WATLIN STREET-..lNECDOTB OF SIMY 

DOD-CAPHEATON-W ALLINGTON HOUSE-A PEEL • 

• 

I N the road from Durham to N ewcastle-u pon-Tyne, J 
passed by Lumley Castle, a noble seat of Lord Scarbo­

rough, near Chester-Ie-Street, a village which is nearly filled 

with butchers, WI10 supply the adjoining collieries with meat. 

The spiral smoke of these collieries blackens the at.mosphere 

to a great distance, and gives to .the surrounding country 

the appearance of a collection of volcanos. Between Ches­

ter-Ie.Street and Newcastle the traveller is carried Ol"er a 

very long and tedious hill, exposed and baITen, called Gates­

head-feU, (from the summit of which there is a fine view ot 

tbe Tyne,) when the road might, with the greatest ease, be 

u i 
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earned through a beautiful vale. Upon this hill most of the 

grindstones, for which Newcastle is so famous, are found and 

manufac;tured, of which there are several depots, resem­

bling so many piles of cheeses. 

How full of accommodation is habit! a gentIeInan of 

N ewcastlc, who travelled with me from Durham, observed, 

th~t he looked upon smoke as good for aU disorders, and 

particularly efficacious in repelling the plague; and a gen­

tleman, who ha~l a considerable property in the marshy part 

of Lincoillshire, before observed to me, that the fens were 

unusually who]t'some. 

N ('wenstle is a Jarge and; splendid town, but under a 

volcanic atmosphere, which threw a sombre tint over every 

object. rrhe inhabitants, I am told, arc not conscious of this. 

The crown-like ~ummit of the tower of St. Nicholas is well 

worthy of notice. 'Vallis, in his History of Northumberland, 

vol. ii. page 221, thus describes this steeple :-" l?our stone 

" im.agcs, at fullltmgth, adorn ~ach corner of a square tower, ,. 
" Ollt of which rises a curious steeple, in height sixty-four 

" yards, one foot, and three quarters, decorated~ with thirteen 

,~ pinnacles, two bold stone arche~ supporting a large ~d 
; 

H beautiful lanthorn, on which is a tall and stately spire/' 

Ben Johnson, it is ~upposed, made the following ~ncout~ 
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ridtlle upon this steeple, preserved ill Gray's Choro­

graphia :-

My altitude high, my body four-square; 
My foot in the g,'l\ve, my head in the air; 
My eyes in my sull', five tongues in my womb; 

Thirteen heads upun my body, four images alone. 
I can direct you where the wlIld doth st41Y, 
And I tunc Gud's precepts twice a day. 
I am seen where I urn 110t, I am heard wllel eli., not, 
Tell me DOW what I am, and see that yc miss not." 

The prison of this town has not participated in its Im­

provements. It has no sick rooUl, no chapel. In one small 

room were three felons, two of whom slept in one room, and 

the third under. The debtors were shockingly crowded: 

the only pla.ce :.tllowcd thelll f()l' exercise was the leads on tht' 

roof. The fdons have no phtce to take the air in. A mi­

serable female convict some years since attempted to make 

an escape, by descending from the battlements (where she 

was permitted to walk) by a cord, whidt was too w('ak to 

sustain her, and she fell into a small yard adjoining, and 

died in consequence a f(~w days after. The assizes are here . 
also held only once a year. -It is a matter of surprise, that, 

in a town so opulent and flourishing, a suitable prison should 

not be erected. It has been long ill contemplation tot-mild 

a new one, but the gentlemen of the corporation should be 

renlinded of the Spanish saying, that "Heaven will be 

lined with those who have done good tl'lil'lgs, and the lowe] 

regions with those who intended to do them/' 



There are several very handsome buildings In this town, 

particularly the theatre, the assembly-rooms, (which were 

built ahout forty years since,) and the town-hall, by the 

quay side, on the weather-cock of which a rook used, dur­

ing many years, to build its nest. There arc very large 

glass-works carried on here, and manufactories of white and 

red lead; there are also manufactories of broad and nar­

row cloths, wrought iron, several soap .. boileries, and pot­

teries.. The grindstonf'c;; whirh I have mentioned are so fre­

quently shipped from this place, that there is a proverb, 

" that a Scotchman and a Newcastle grindstone travel aU 

the world over." 

But its principal exportativn is that of coal, the annual 

amount of which from the port of N ewcastIe is estimated 

at four hundred thousand Newcastle chaldrons, equal to 

seven hundred and seventy-five thousand London chal­

drona*'. As I am upon this subject, it may not be unin­

teresting to mention that the annual importation of this 

valuable mineral into the POrt of London is averaged at 

Dine hundred and fifty thousand Londop ualdron,; which, 

ded\lCting about one-twentieth part, say fifty thousand 

I 

• Before .the last war, for leveral yeafl, it was nearly 448,000 New­
;C&stle chaldr.o •• : at' which time cenJi~rable carg.oea used to be "'Bun, 
/reipt.e41 for HoUaad, .and other plrts of the Dortb of Europe. 
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chaldrons, cOtl8umed in the counties in the neighbourhood 

of London, forms the annual consumption for London, 

Westminster, Southwark, and the en\' irons, in which about 
• 

two thousand si~ hundred chaldrons are consumed every 

day, for the whole year,. which is doubled in very cold 

weather.. 

At Newcastle there is a patent-shot tower of great heigl~t, 

with which the following extraordinary anecdote is connect­

ed. Some time since it sunk on one side, and was alarm­

ingly out of it~ perpendicular, which it recovered by an 

enterprising ingenuity of the persons. employed, who dug 

away the earth from its opposite and more elevated side, 

until it recovered its level. 

In the road to Hcxham is the village of Lemington, where 

there are several glass.-houses for window-glass~ and a con­

siderable iron manufactory; and nearly opposite, on the 

south side of the Tyne, are Smallwell iron-works, which are 
I 

very extensive. In crossing the Tyne at Corbridge I passed 

by the place where a noble piece of silver Roman plate, 

richly embossed, was found some years since, now i~ the 

possession of the Duke of N orthumbcrland, and which is 
f 

frequently exhibited upon his Grace's sideboard. Above 

Corbridge, at low water, may be seen the remains of a 

Roman bridge. Roman coins ar~ frequently found here, 
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and In the neighbourhood. Near Dilstone, or Devil's 

Stone, are the remains of the ancient seat of the Derwent .. 

waters, now in the possession, with the rest of the property 

oftllat family, of the trustees of Greenwich HOl:!pital. The 

friend and admirer of that magnificent asylum for the sup­

port of nayal valour in its declining days will be happy 

to hear that the farm at DiJstone, comprising about five 

h':Jndred acres, which about twenty years before was let at 

500/. per annum, was lately re-Iet for 1,780l. per annulU, 

and that Inost of the Greenwich-Hospital estates have risen 

in proportion. 

Hexham is a considerab1e town, in which a large manu· 

facture of gloves is carried 0Il. The inhabitants appeared 

to be very idle; and every other house in the town is an ale­

house. Colonel Beaumont has lately repaired and altered 

the old abbey, which with the rich lead mines, and all the 

other property now in the. possession of the Beaumollts in 

Northumberland and Durham, belonged to the family of the 

Blacketts. Most of the lead froJll the milles is brought to Hex­

haIll, and thence sent to the smelting-mills in tile neighbour­

hood. for extracting the silver. The grounds abvut the abbey 

have been levelled, to group with the alterations, in conse--
1 

quence of which the bones of luan] a holy friar have been 
disturbed. This building is close to the ,church. which ~tes 

the Gothic and Saxon arohitecture,; a Ja.rge·uti l'l~em.ble 
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pile. The view from Hexham along the ,-:,1£', oYer the 

r-rync, commanding a very handsome hridgf" through which 

that beantiful river meanders, with numerous sloping gar­

dens on one side, and richly planted woods and elegant 

country houses on the otlier, is extensive and 1'cry fine. 

O! ye dales 
Of Tyne, and ye most ancient woodlandi! where, 
Oft as the giant flood obliquely strides, 
And his banks opcn and his lawns extend, 
Stops short the pleased traveller, to view, 
l:lrt'i>iding o'er the sceBe, some rustic tow'r, 

Founded by Norman or by Saxon halld~. 

AKUNSIDl':. 

At Hesleysidc, the scat of my- friend 'V. J. Charlton, Esq. 

I was received with great hospitrt1ity, and, with him and his 

amiable mother and aunt, renewed in retrospection the 

scenes which, as accident brought us together, we had 

visited in various parts of the north of Europe. I leave to 

those who have thus agreeably lnet abroad and at hOlne to 

conceive the pleasures of such an interview. This part 

of N orthumberla.nd abounds with more charms for the 

sportsman than for the lover of rural nature. But Prrnri­

dence is always equal in the distribution of its favours, 

though divided into infinite variety. In this bare and 

rugged soil, the poor peasant may, with very little trouble 

and a& little ,expense, procure as much coal as he requires, 

E 
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so that throughout the year the humblest cottage is ren­

dered comfortable by the blaze of a cheerful fire. For two 

shillings and sixpence he can procure a two-horse cart-load 

of tllis valuable mineral, which lies horizontally, frequently 

only half a yard below the surface. In the neighbourhood 

of Heslcysidc the Scottish character begins to appear, and 

the Scottish dialect commences. The ear cannot easily 

encounter sounds more horrible than those in which the 

language of the Northumhrians is conveyed when spoken 

in all its native purity. 1\108t of the shepherds speak Scotch, 

some of the word&, of which are pronounced precisely the 

same as some words of German, and have the same mean­

ing; for instance, a shepherd one day said to a friend of 

mine, "The maiden is no bluet," (shy). In German it 

runs thus, "Das madehcll is nicht blOde." The French 

language is also traceable in the N orthulubrian dialect; for 

instance, "Don'tjaske (vex) me"-fl1clur. "That is a fine 

grozer (gooseberry-bush)" -groS6eille. "Pezz" is to weigh 

up; in French peser. These and many other French words 
I 

~re supposed to have be,en iQ.trouuced in consequence of th~ 

number of French ,persons who accompanied Queen ,Mary to 

Scp~and. Anlongst the ,provincial e~pressions, the N onh\Ul).wo 
1;>ria,n peaaanu, say, shearing CQrn and ciippin, sheep. 

Offended as the car may be, the t;y~ j& delighted in C(,Ul;­

teropiatin,g the neatne~, of the pef.lS~Dts' CQttalies, W'bidl we 
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("ompactly thatched with heath, there called hether, and 

rendered impervious to the rain, whil~t within every part is 

clean, and on either side of the sprightly fire there is an 

oven and boiler; thc sccne of content and comfort reminded 

me of the consummation of Frederick's (the Great) wish, 

that he might liyc to sec the time when cv('ry one of his poor 

subjects had a fowl on a Sunday, to put in his pot. 

Hes]cyside is in the parish of Simonburu, perhaps the 

lllost ex.tensive parish in England. 'rhe living might be 

made to produce about 50001. per annum. I am informed 

it i8 in the gift of the trustees of Greenwich Hospital. If 

my information be ('orrect, it would be wi"c, upon the death 

of the present incumbent. to ·divide it into eight or ten 

livings, to which chaplain., of men of war ought to be 

exclusivc1y presented. 

The peasantry are uncouth In manners, faithful, keen, 

laborious, and thrifty. There are very few of them who 

cannot read, write, and cast aecounts. TIie estates in this 

county are sometimes upon an immense scale, owing t.o the 

vast extent of moorland. 'Valnut-trces and poplars do ftOt 

flourish in this county. 'rhe principal game with which 

it abounds is the grouse,- and the black or grey game (the 

C\)ck blaek, and the hen grey). On the borders of Scot. 

land, howel'er, the soil is rich and highly cultivated, so 

E 2 
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much so, that a fum which till lately let for SOl. was fe-Jet 

for 343t. per annum, and another was raised from 250/. to 

915l. 'per annum. l\iuch or'the county has been greatly 

improved, within these last twenty-five years, by draining 

and planting, Near IIesleyside is Billingham, a miserable 

hamlet, filled with petty tradesmen, carrjers, smugglers, and 

poachers. The inhabitants have a wild appearance, Hnd 

realise considerable snms of money by their lawful as well 

as lawless traffic. 

In a little tour which I made whilst in this part of N 01'­

thumberland, I passed by part of the celehrated Roman wall, 

which I had a]so seen in my way to HeslC'ysidc. "~c are in­

formed tllat Agricola first suggested the idea of building this 

stupendous wall, by erecting, A. D. 79, a row of forts across 

the island, from Tinmouth, on the German Ocean, to the Irish 

Sea, to connect which, the Emperor Hadrian, in A. D. 120, 

and afterwards Severns, in A. D. 207, raised separate 

walls along the same tract. of country; that Hadrian's Val. 

Ium appears to' llave been & turf wall, with a deep foss or 

ditch accompanying it on the north side; that there was 

another, called by Horsley the South Agger, or mound, at 

tlle distance of about five paces to the sOllth of it, as also 

another and larger agger on the north side of the ditcll, 

supposed to have been tlIe military way to this work. 

TheRe four works, it is observable, keep tit constant ft"gt'llar 
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parallelism to one anotllcr. U pOll this wall, which gene­

rally runs upon the top or ridge of'the higher ground, both 

keeping a descent towards tht.~ north or cncmy's bid", cer­

tain castles and tU1'I'ets have been placed. The sounding 

pipes, said to he made from one end to, the other, 'were 

doubtless fabulous: much easier and more certain modes 

of cOlllnnmicatjon could have bcen made. The ,vall ran 

from station to station, till an unfordablc frith 011 one side~ 

and a wide and deep river on the other, fC'ndcfcd its further 

extensio1l UlllH:CCSsary. 1\lauy aut iq uities havc been and 

still continue to be frequcntly fouud, \' iz. Roman altars and 

tomb-stollc", with inscriptiolls. 

The foss of Severus's wall, {uuning down a pretty stcep 

descent from Brunton to the N ortll Tyue, conducts the tra­

veller to the eurious remains of a Homan bridge, which 

has anciently spanned that river at this place. A great 

muny large s<l uarc stones, with holes ill th(,lll, w herein iron 

rivets have been fixed, but which have been catcn away by 

rust many ages ago, stiiJ lie b~dded on t.he spot, and defy 

thc violence of the rapid floods. The Homan bridge stood 

a little to the south of thc prescnt one at Cho1Jerfonl, ~ver 

which I passed. I was present at a great scene of Nor­

thunlbrian festivity at Stagshawbunk fair, at which, as at the 

Dutch fairs before the Revolution, the high and the low 

irO!ll ditStant parts aB5~!flble. The principal cbaracters wl!o 
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supported the gaiety of the place were, as usual, professot'l . 
of salt-box melody J fire-eaters, and keep'en of wild beasts. 

In my route from Hesleyside to Capheaton, the seat of 

Sir John Swinburne, I crossed the 'Yatlin Street, a cele ... 

brated Roman road, which runs through 'Vatling-street in 

Iioudon to Edinburgh. Upon the sUlface of the adjoining 

ground Honlall coins are sometimes thrown up hy moles. 

In IUY way, cl. \"ery lUcan house, in a dreary wastl"', was 

pointed out to me, in which a singular character, callf"d 

Simy Dod, for many years resided, and who had lately 

died after a long life of toil and penury, as a sheph('rd and 

grazier, leaving behind him a fortune of about l00,OOOl. 

At times ]lC used to shear $0,000 of his own shf'f'p. Sueh 

is the force of habit, his eldest son, to whOln the largest 

share of this property devolved, having been before brought 

up as a herdsman, without shoes or stockings, still con­

tinues the same pastoral life and attire. Capheaton is the 

seat and manor of the ancient family of the Swinbumes. It 

is a channing place, w~ll wooded about the house, having 

a considerable lake, with islands in it. 'rhis beautiful piece 

of -water is also rendered 'extremely gay by a number of 

little sailing-vessels. In the grounds are several fine t,ech. 
trees., and about four miles of walks, kept in the 'highest 

. ' 
neatness. The old part of the house was built in 1668, and 

has upon its front two singular figures, representing M-e.b~ 




