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foiicity and Hospitality. I spent a short time with Sir John 

and Lady Swinburne, whose mind and rnanners would 

give attractions to a spot less agreeable than Capheaton. 

N car this place is a lane, called the Silver Lane, so called 

from some Roman bacra. and coins having been found 

there. 

Upon my return I visited 'Vallington, the seat of my. 

highly-respected friend John Trevelyan, Esq. This nobJe 

mansion was the residence of the late Sir Walter Calverly 

Blackett, Bart. whose memory will be long remembered 

f()r every quality which can adorn a leading character in a 

large and opulent county. The grounds are findy wooded 

and truly beautinl1. 'rhe woods have been planted about 

seventy ycars. The beech, clul, and oak, are highly thriving; 

and the larch are considered to be the finest and the largest 

in the kingdom. The gardens are very spacious and well 

stocked, and contain a great extent of glass pineries, 

vineries, &c. and also a numerous collection of herba ... 

ceous and other plants. In.a piece of 'water ncar the 

house, I saw some beautiful llymphre albre and nymphoo 
lutere, gracefully groupt,-d with other aquatic plants, gr<iw", 

ing in ,great perfection, which the refined taste of the owner 

has l('}a "him to cultivate with equal care and judgment. III 
the hous~ are a fine whole-length portrait of Sir 'V. C. 

Blaoilett, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, the colours happily in 
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high preservation; two pictures of the Blackett family, by 

Sir Peter Lely ; a portrait of Mrs. Hudson, sister of Sir 

John I Trevelyan, by Gainsborough; and a portrait by 

Hoppllcr, of which it DlaY be most justly remarked, that, had 

the beauty pourtraycd in the picture been lcss, it had been in 

that degree Jess like its amiable and accomplished original, 

Mrs. 1'revclyan. There is also a vcry fine collection of 

.curious and ya] uable china. 

Adjoining to VVallillgton is the hamlet of Cambo, only 

worthy of notice on account of its having given birth to the 

ingenious Mr. Brown, better known by the appellation of 

Capability Brown. Upon my rctnrn to Hesleysidc, I SR\\-, 

in a little hamlet not far from the mansion, a vestige of the 

Iniserab]e condition to which the Border Country between 

England and Scotland was fi'equently reduced before the 

Union, (one of the happiest measures that eycr occurred lor 

the benefit of both countries,) in a strong al1l'ient square 

building~ called, in the Border times, a peel, into which, 

upon a signal' of an approaching Scottish irruption, the 

adjoining fa.nners and their cattlc took refuge. rrhe former 

and their families occupied the upper rooms, and the lattcr 

were kt'pt below; and the entrance was secured by a strong 

i~, and a massy bolt of oak. 1'here are several such 

buildings along the borders, remaining as melancholy me

mQrials of ,an age of rapine. At Hesleyside a spur is kept Q 
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a curiosity, Wllich at that period used to be sent up in the 

last dish at the table of the chieftain, to denote to his law,"" 

less followers that their provisions were exhausted, and that 

they must scour the Border Country for more. 
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'W£B':tTEADLIt tAND-THE flHEPHERDS-F1i:ROCITY OF THK ,AX
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THE TWEED-A TRAVELLER'S FIB.5'f IMPRESSION OF EDIN

BURGH. 

TIlE ima~ination can scarcely picture a more dreary ride 

than I had from Hesleysidf to 13m'ness, a distance of nearly 

twenty lniles, although called, in the randonl reckoning of 

the natives, only twelve. Not a tree or a hut was -visible. 

The clouds. which rolled .heavily and low, as soon as I 

asct'ndcd this desert bq~an to disburthen themselves with the 

<copiousness of a shower-bath all the rest of the way. High up 

in these mountains of heath, two melancholy drenched shep

herds, wrapped up in their plaids, and their flocks plucking 

the scanty blad~, and shaking off the rain from their fleecy 

~ting, were all of animated nature that I saw, save an 

__ ndant game-keeper, who, having been annually accus-
" 
'tolucd to spread desolation amongst the grouse of these 

mournful and trackless borders, conducted me through 
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them, by the assistance of remember0d marks and points 

of land, \0 our first stage, as if we had been a.t sea. 

Before the Union, this tract of country was- caned the 

Debateable Land, as su~ject by turns to England and Scot.. 

land, and 'was frequently the theatre of many a sanguinary 

scene. This unhappy state of warfare is well described 10 

Home's Douglas :-

fl A river here, there an idea] line 
U By fancy drawn, divides the sister kingdoms. 
" On each side dwells a people, similar 
H As twins are to each other, valiant both, 
II Both for their valour famous through lobe world; 
H Yet will they 1I0t unite their kindred arms, 
" And, if they must have waf, wage distant war; 
H But with each other fight in cruel conflict.':' 

This country was inhabited'by a ferocious ball ditti, trained 

to arms, who lived entirely by plunder on both sides the 

barrier; and what they plunde:.;ed' on one side they 

exposed to sale on dIe other, and thus eluoed the arm of 

justice. So &kilful were they in robbery, that they could 

twist a cow's hom, or mark a hone, so as its owners co.ld 

not know it; and' in every other tawless manreuvre their 

iaring craft and "ingenuity set the most active vigilanee at· 
defiance. 
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Yet, although in tbis barbarous state, thf'y were.not in ... 
sensible. to the mollifying influence of religious persuas,ioa, 

as wijl 1?e, proved by the following curious cireumstauce, , 
w;bi£b 11 \bave extracted from the Lite of Befnal'd Gil,piu, 

~~ of H~hton-le .. Spriug, in the reigns of the Queens 

Kary land Elizabeth. 'rhis excellent :ma.n resided some 

time on the Border Country, to endeavour to civilize the 

rugged inhabitants, and to impress them with the truth 

of the Christian religion. One Sunday morning coming to 

a church in these parts, bef()l'c the people were ~~cmhlt'd, 

he observed a glove banging up, aud was informed by the 

sexton that it was meant as a clulllcl1g("' to any out' who 

should take it down. Mr. Gilpin onkJ't'<i the sexton to 

reach it him: but, upon hi& utterly refu:,iug to touch it, he 

took it down himself, and put it in hib bosOJu. 'V hen the 

pE'ople were assembled he went into the pulpit, and, before 

he concluded bis sermOIl, took occasion to rebuke them 

severely for these inhuman challenges. "1 hear," said he, 

" that one among you hath hanged up a glove even in this 

~acred place, threatening tp fight anyone who taketh it 

down: sec, I have taken it down ;" and, pulling out the glove, 

he,. held it ll;P to the congregation; and then sbewed them 

¥lv un~uitable such sa.vage pr.d.Ctices were to the profession 

<?f\~hristiallity; using suck persuasives to mutual love as 

;eti,thought would most ai'ect them. So barren was aU 
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the Border Country, that a pcrson telling King James a 

sUI-prising story of a cow, that had bcen driven fro1n the 

nurth of Scotland into the south of England, and, escap

ing from the herd, had found her way hottle, "The most 

surprising part of the story," replied the King, "you lay 

th.~ least stress on; that she could live through the Debate .. 

able Land." 

The inn at Gurness is clean and comfortable: its larder fur

nished a tolerable repast, and its library two volumes of the 

Arabian-Nights' EntertainmentR, and Dr. Johnson's Tour 

to the Hebrides. I f(mnd the learned Doctor was not 

much admired as a tourist hy the landlord, who was a. 

Scotchman, and who gave me a dreary aecount of the forced 

{~jeetmellt of the peasantry of the Highlands. Amongst 

other stories of extreme hardship, he related that one hun

dred and twenty tiunilics hadlatcly been driven 1hml their 

farms by the military, who were called in aid of the opp

ration of tht" law. Upon inquiry a{tcnvardr;;, ] f()uud that 

the :statement, as far as relateJ.to thT~~ary ejectment, 

was Rot eorreet; and had no doubt been introduced into 

the story, to int'reaf;c the uisgust entertained against the p,e

sent luode of merging the small farms into large ones, by 

tQe lower classes, who generally see with a microscopic eye, 
and who, alive only to immediate teeling, cannot think that 

any future good (~n atone f()f present privation. 
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My melancholy ride to Burness augmented, by contrast, 

the charms of the scenery which opened upon me soon 

aftcr~ I remounted my horse, as a sable frame frequently 

inert'ases the effect of a brilliant picture. After riding over 

3 bout two nliles of ground; in which oats were much culti

vated, (a characteristic feature of all approach to Scot

land,) I entered Roxburghshire, the frontier of which, in this 

diN~'Ction, is distinguishable for picturesque beauty. TIlt' 

road to Jedburgh lay through nlCadow&, here of vivul green. 

there of a rich mossy yellow colour; on either &ide were coun

try seats, handsome plantations, winding streams, thick 

woods, and ruddy rocks :rising majestically above them \ 

crowned with luxuriant shrubs. Every o~ject harmonised 

with its neighbour, and the neatness of the humble cottage 

was blended with the gaiety of the elegant mansion. Each 

winding of the road exhibited fresh subjects of admiration. 

Indu~try and prosperity sh€d animation over the who1e. In 

all my uambles I never saw Nature itt a lovelier fonn than 

&he appeared in this ride of fifteen miles. The eastern en .. 

trance to ScotIa-mit' by the w.ay of Berwick, is, 1 am told, as 

barren, as this is prodigal of beauty. I could not help ex

cl:'.iming, " Is this" Scotland ?, I regretted that D~. John

son had not entered Oaledonia in this direction; the sweet

ness and luxuriaooe of the sceee1night pe1t~k_'aiti .. 
gated, if they would not bave entirely charmed away, the 

severity of prejudices which wete conceived and cllerished b,r 
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a mng residence in the metropolis of Englano, and which he 

ap~ to hV~ q,llittedfor the sole purpo~e of endeavouring 

to confirm: the lartenes& of season, too, in which he trav)lled 

(for th~ Doc~r~id. not ("ommencc his tour till the month of 

Augu~ in 17~$.);. ~as well suited to such an ()~ject. 

Jedburgh is a royal borough, and the ('ounty town; it 1 ... 

sun-ounded by hills, at the bottom of which flows the riYcr 

.Jed. The remains of the cathedral, which unitt's thC" Saxon 

and Gothic archi-ooctul'e, are very fine; part of it is much 

dIlapidated, and part has been repaired, aud COllY('rt

eLl into a llresbytery clmrch. 1 n other places the same 

5plrit of economy has led the plain and unafiected f()] ... 

lowers of Calvin to perfoI'm their simple worship amid -, 
the Ulouldel'i.ng ruins of monastic magnificen('('. King 

1)avid the Firat, of Scotland, consecrated his memru'y hy 

rIchly founding and endowing the monastery of Jedburgh, 

as well as those of the lleighbouling towns of l(elso anll 

l\ 1 clI'OS(1 .. 

It is n~t pOAihl~ to conceive any situation more romantk 

thalJ., ~t,~ Je,dbp''''; it is surrounded, and in sonlC pa~ts 

intc;t.~li 14j:t(.!'~6, -orchard., and gardens, which 

giv~ iftfi'iu, :.J ~ !~ ,.ch the resemblance of 
,~ 

U •• l .,~ ___ 1'~,~.""1la:~ here bear very fin(" fruit, 

'pa~"Y'~f Htt~"m'tli5~rhood may be seen 
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the most successful result~ of skilful husbandry. Scotland 

has great reason to be proud of her farmers, '\'Nl0, by that 

tLirst for int()l'mution and habit of reflection peculiar to 

their countrymen, are enabled to unite theory to practice, 

alld to extend the system of nIral economy to its utmost 

pert(~ctiOll. It is a curious and an undoubted fact, that 

Scotland prec('d('d England in the cultivation of the gard('u. 

John Lt'"lif', the Catholic Bishop of Ross, who flourished 
.-I 

in th(' yf'::lr ] /')60, informs ,,~) ill the second edition of his 

History of Scotland, that Glasgow abounded in orchards 

and herhs; and Andcr~oll, in his History of the Rise and 

J)rogress of Commerce, Inentions that, in 1509, England 

could 110t furnish a san ad ; and that cabbages, carrots, 

turnips, and other plants, and roots, were imported from 

the Netherlands. History tells us also, that, till gardeners 

and various sorts of plants were imported from foreign 

countries, oue of the Queens of Henry the Eighth could 

not be supplied with sallad, and other vegetables which she 

fancied. It is generally believed that the Scottish gar. 

deners are sup~'''i~he ~nglish; but this, I am well in

formed, is not the {act: it is true that the former are better 

epueated; but a Scottish gentleman has an objection to a 

gardener of his own country, unless he has been iD. England 

some years. 

Scottii.h agriculture'is greatly improved within these latJt 
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twenty years. Some of thc best land dose to Jedburgh lets 

at the vetty high rate of 61. and 71. per acre; the average rent 

is 2/. !is. per acre. Turnips are much cultivated hl the,neigh

bourhood, where, as is the case in the Borders towards Hesley

side, the rise in the value of land has been astonishing. A 

respectable farmer informed me, that a farm belonging to the 

Marquis of Lothian, not far from Jedburgh, which was for

merly let for 2261. was upon the expiration of the lease l~.tely 

re-Iet for 1,0101. and that another rose from 120l. to 680/. 

per annum. The inhabitants derive their principal support 

from a considerable woollen and a small stocking manufac

tory, and bleacheries. The walks near the town are ex tremel y 

beautiful, particularly that which leads to the Steward 

Field, to which as I was w8J)dering, I was much plcas(;d 

with the urbanity of thrce little girls, who were returning 

to the town, each the proud and merry mistress of a large 

nosegay, or, as it is called in Scotland, " a flower," and 

who, unasked, presented me with the finest roses in their 

POSSesSlOll. I thought myself ip the neighbourhood of ... 
Lyons. These little traits ar~ characterietic of the natural 

urbanity of a people, and therefore worthy of being noticed 

in the traveller's journal. Upon the banks of the river,are 

.hewn the vestiges of artificial caves, used as places of 

concealment during the Border wars. 

"'rae prison is over the gateway; it is small, but clean 

G 
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and well ventilated: there were only two male and two 

female prisoners in it, & circumstance very honourable to the 

morals ,of the country. Each prisoner is allowed eightpcnee 

per day. The o~jections to this prison arc, that there is no 
, 

yard for exercise, and no privies. It is under the superin-

tendence of a provost and four baillies. 

I .much regret that Illy arrangcm.cll.ts did not admit of 

my going to 1\.£>]80. 011(' 'Itage di;,tallt, as I was well in

formed that the s(~ener'y all the way, and the town itself, 

are highly beautiful and interesting. About two miles after 

leaving Jedburgh, the charming m('andcrs of the Tiviot at

tract the <'ye of the tran~llCl'; and, as I passed the park of 

Sir John Scott, I observed sqme of the finest oak, c]f,h, and 

elm trees, I ever saw. Lord :Minto and Admiral Elliott have 

delightful seats and grounds in the neighbourhood. On 

my left I passed Eildon-hill House, apparently in an un .. 

finished state: it was erected by a gentleman "ho had a 

lucrative contract for victualling French prisoners. Imme

diately behind thios. mansion, the Eildon Hills, whosf' conical 

tops are seen at a great distance, arise very abruptly from 

a t1~t corn country. The genius of Walter Scott has raised 

a great portion of this country t.o the rank of classic eele. .. 
brity; in his Lay of the Last, and, as it was well observed, 

the sweetest, l\1instrel. he speaks of a wizard, called Michael 

Scott-
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" That when in Salmnanea':i cave 
it Him listed his magic wand to wave, 

(C The bellI> would ring in Notre Dame! 
(C Some of hig &kill he taught to me ; 
t. And, warrior, I could soy to thee 
«( The wordw tbat clefL E!ldoll Hills in three," 

Canto ii. p. 5!. 

Upon the summit of the most northerly hills are the v('stigt"'~ 

of a Roman camp. Melrose is the first stage from Jed

burgh to Edinburgh; hen' the great attraction i!rthe abbey, 

or abbacy, of that name, founded, as before obst'fved, by 

David the l~'irst, of Scotland, in 736, and dedicated to the 

Virgin Mary, 311d long celebrated for the venerable and 

exquisite beauty of its Gothic architecture, which, WIU:ll 

time shall have levelled its last column with the dust, will 

excite the interest and admiration of distant times, in the 

commemorative lint's of the poet I have just quoted, who 

has an estate and country house in its neighbourhood. 'rhis 

abbey is said to have heen the largest in the island, and its 

beautiful ruins now measure 94'3 feet in circumference. 

Melrose has been so often de~cribcd that it is unnecessary 

for I~e to attempt that delightful task; I shall content my

self with observing, that in elegance of design, in delicac~ of 

fonn, and in justness of proportion, it is not surpassed, 

perhaps not equalled, by the remains of any other pile 

of sacred antiquity in the kingdom. Many of its mi

nuter~ ornaments, reprcscntmg oak-leaves, cabbages, &c. 
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are of the most exquisite workmanship. The eastern win .. 

dow has long been a subject of merited eulogy. This abbey 

in 80roo degree resembles York minster, particularly in the 

buttresses and pinnacles; in its smaller ornaments it is 
( 

much supenor; it exhibits the finest specimen of Gothic 

architect?-re and sculpture to be found in Scotland. There, 

as at Jedburgh, the body of the abbey is converted into a 

kirk of Presbyterian worship. 

How creditable to the country and gratifying to tho 

traveller would it have been, had the Scottish reformers, when 

they placed their pulpits within the walls of these august 

remains, imbibed some portion of the exquisite taste which 

raised them, and imparted it to their more modem edifices 

of devotion! Who, without a sigh, can contemplate the 

blind zeal which prostrated to the earth so many stately 

papa] stntctures? Who will not be thankful to the great but 

furious hero of the reformation in Scotland, for not having 

laid low the beautiful abbey of Melrose? 

This, and many other fine remains, incontestably prove 

the' great progress which the Scotch had made in the arts 

at a very early period, and remain as so many monuments 

of their exalted taste and munificence. Walter Scott has 

$0 finely described the abbey, and has so forcibly told the 

reader, " Go visit it by the pale mOOD-light," that it is Dq,r 
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much the fashion to contemplate it by the rays of that 

mild luminary. It is related of one enthusiast, whose press

ing engagements prevented him from devoting mor(! than 

two hours to. the contemplation of this venerable ohject, 

and who resolved upon minutely following the recommenda

tion of its minstrel, t.hat by a sad mis-calculation he arrived 

at Melrose after the last quartering of the rllOOll, and 

was obliged to return without being able to see 

- the cold light's uncertain show'r,. 
Stream on the ruin'd central tow'r." 

1 presume that one reason why the Bard has made this 

reeommcndation is, that the building may be more insu

lat.ed to the eye, as its close n~ighbourhood to the town is 

a circumstance much to be regretted. The shadows of the 

night have no dou bt the effect of detaching it from th{~ pro

fane society of the adjoining dwellings, and of giving it the 

appearance of more becoming solitude~ 

There is nothing in the towfl worth seeing. The road to 

the Caledonian capital crossed the Tweed, and lay through a 

rich country generally interesting, and exhibiting high prt'>ofs 

of cultivation. This beautiful river opened in the most 

exquisite manner, flowing clear, full, and majesticaHy, 

through groves of fine and venerable wood, lofty craggy 

hills half-eovered with brush .. wooti, and verdant banks 
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enriched with a variety of flowers and il)liage, and ovel'sha

dowed b'ya luxuriant growth of timbf'I'. The banks of this 

enchanting stream were the seat of the ancient pastoral 

poesy of Scotland, and han~ been long dear to the Muses. 

Several noble seats and parks, and the increased number 

and bustle of people and carriages, announced the neigh

bourhood of Edinburgh, which the common peop1e {'all 

Auld Reikif', feik meaning smoke. 

I have seen a considerable number of cities, but. have 

never yet seen one so peculiarly novel and romantic, and 

very few so grand and impressive, as Edinburgb. 'fhe 

morning after my an'ivaI, I was conducted to the centre of 

the Earthen 1\1ound, with my back towards the castle, 

where the contrast of the O~jCCt8 within my view c:\.citcd 

at once my astonishment and admiration. On my right, UpOll 

an elevated ridge, stood the Old Town, with ib lofty houses, 

in sombre and sullen majesty; on my left the New Town, 

res~mbling Bath in the gaiety and splcnuour of its buildings; 

bolow a vast valley, once the' bed of a lake; bei()re me the 

North Bridge, bestriding this valley, and resembling an aque

duc~, behind which rise the craggy summits of the Calton 

Hills, and on the side of them stands the castellated fonn of 

the new bridewell. The imagination cannot form such an as .. 

semblage of sublime and extraordinary objects. Nature 

and art seem to have happily exerted their energies i:a 
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bringing within one view all the varieties of their power". 

'rhe frontispiece engraving to the present volume is from thib 

point of view. The clasc;ical eyl' has dir,covered sotne re ..... 

semblance betw(,en Bdinburgh and A thC'Tls; the castle has 

been compared with the acropolis, Arthur>~ Seat with Mons 

Hymettus, and Leith and Leith-walk with the pincus. 

If thc North Loch and Cowgate were filled with water, 

Edinburgh ~voujd in a consiJerabJc degree resembJe Stock

holm, "\vhieh standl' upon il1<;ulated ridgf's of rock. This 

romantic city is constantly presenting a new picture with the 

progrC'5s of the ~un, and UPOll the change of the atmosphere 

and the season: the ~tupcndous and magnificent rock and 

castle finely g'f(luping with ('Ycry surrounding ol~ject. The 

ancient history of Edinburgh -is well known; and t.o enu

merate tht' Yici!o.!o.itudes to "hich it hao;; hf'l'n ('). posed hy the 

political and holy wars of tilf' country is fon'j~n to my pur

POSf'. I shall only attempt to delmeate thObC particular ob-

,jects which engage the at tention of the travellf'r, jn the order 

in which I saw them; in the course of which it was my good 

fortune to be attended by som~ of the mo~t rebpectable and 

intelligent persons of that cu pital, whose politeness and in

formation enabled me to examine such o~jc('ts with ad.~.tn .. 

tages not enjoyed by every visitor. 

'l'he situation of Edinburgh must be extremely healthy; 

it is surrounded by hills on all ~.iJe&, c'xcep,t ,to the northward, 
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where the ground gently slopes' to the Frith of Forth. It is 

bounded on the east by the Calton Hills, Arthur's Scat, and 

Salistl'ury Crags; on the south b.y the long; ridge of the 

Pentland Hills, and the hills of Braid; and on the west 

by the Costorphine Hill; all of them o~;t'cts of great 

beauty or interest. So many lofty mountains, and the 

opening to the nor-th, frequently sul~ject the city to violent, 

and sometime~ terrible, storms of wiud, by which persons 

walking m the streels have been often thrown to the ground; 

the effect however, upon the whole, is beneficial to the city, 

as every narrow street and passage is wen ventilated. 

The extent of Edinburgh, from cast to west, is about two 

English miles, and from north to south about the same 

distance; and its circumference about eight miles. 

The principal part of the Old rrown is raised upon a hill, 

which gradually rises from east to west, where it terminates 

in a rocky precipice of gOO feet in height, upon the summit 

of which stands the castle, now rendered, by the improve .. 

ments in modem warfare,. fit only for a garrison, though 

once entitled to the character given of it by Burns, in his 

Address to Edinburgh:-

" There watching high the least alarm., 
" Thy rough rude fortress gleams afar; 

II Like some Bold vet'ran, grey in anna" 
'4 ADd ~k'd with many a seamy scar: 
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'(t The pond'rous wnlI and lDassy bar, 
" Grim rising o'er the rt'lgp;ed rock, 

" Have oft withstood assailing war, 

« And oft repell'd th' ill vadt>r's !>hock ," 
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Along the summit of this rocky f'mincnce extends a mag

nificent strp{'t, rather more than a mile long, comlllen~illg 

[rom t.he castle, and terminating at the palace of Holyrood

house, ralled in diffi'rent parts hy the several names .of 

Castle-hill, Lawn-market, I1igh-street, and Canongate: 

other parts of the Old Town arc huilt upon the ridges on 

~'ither si(jp of this hil1, and on the southern hill is raised the 

new peui of the Old Town, in which are several handsome 

streets, and a mixture of 11e,'" and ancient houses: this part 

;s connected with tlwother by a bridge of nineteen archeRt 

only Ollf' of which appears, called the South Bridge, thrown 

over a valley, now form cd into a long, dirty, and 6TCneral1y 

\rery crowded street, caned the Cowgak, the view of 

which ii'om the visible arch, on cadI side of South 13ridgc

street, is equal1y um'xpected and interesting. Towards the 

North Loeh, the houses in the 0ld Town are of an amazing 

height, having, from their sloping situation, three or fC:JUf 

l'J.lore stories at the back than in the front. 
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THE NEW TOWN-CLERICAL IMPtlDENCF. AND MEDICAL MODESTY 

-BEAlJ'llFUL PROl\IENADE-STUPENDOUS EARTIH.lIi MOUND 

-HUMOlTROUS OBSERVATIONS UPON TUE W AITERS-SeOTl'ISH 

NAl\lES-THE TWIN DlWTJIERS-EDINBURGH IMPROVED IN 

CLEANLINESS-A WHIMSICAL BUILDING-NAKED WAIl\SCOTS

JUHN KNOX'S HOtTSE-UOLYROo.D-IlOUSE-ltOYAL HEADS

THE STl'.\DTS AND BOURnOl'S-INTERES'J INC PORTRAITS

QUEEN MAR Y'S ClIAMUBR--ANCIENT UPllOLSl'EIlY. 

'fHE New Town, the great ornament of ,Ediuburgh, i.~ 
built of stonp, upon an (~lerated plaill on the north. The 

singular beauty of its situ~tion is equalled only by the 

graceful arrangement of its streets, and the splendid assem

blage of its buildings. Yet, cornpnrcd with the bustle and 

population of the Old Town, there is a tranquillity in the 

streets, similar to that which is t.o be found in Berlin, and 

which gives it the appe~rancc of being thinly i~habited, and 

an air altogether melancholY. George's-street is very fine: 

the people of Edinburgh think it injured by what is whim

sic .. ally called the impudence of the clergy, in bringing the 

church of St. Andrew so forward, and the modesty of the 

physicians, in placing their hall so far back. 

The east end of this street opens into St •• Andrew's-square, 
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which docs great honour to the architect. The rest of tlH' 

principal streets run parallel with each other, nearly a. mill' 

in length, intersected at right angles, and at pretty l}('arly 

equal distances, by cross streets, about a quarter of a milt', 

in length. 

'I'he situation of Queen-street, which openb to the north, 

(the fashionahlp eve1ling promcnade,) is grand amI beautiful 

heyond dC!::ICl'iption. The pYe', enchanted, wanders over park~, 

plantations, and village's, adorning a gradual slope of about 

two miles to the l"rith of :Forth, which exhibits a noble {'A

pause of water; its ~hores decorated with every variety 

of fum} beauty, and its bosom e'mbcllished with gliding 

vpssc1s and rocky islets; whilst the elc\'ated hilb of Fife-
• 

shire, and the mountains of Pcrthshire, i()nn a beautiful 

back-ground to this magnificent scene. In my opinion, it 

greatly surpasses the view ii'om Richmond-hill. It is truly 

delightful to join an evening promenade ill this street when 

the sun is sl1edding his last light upon this exquisite pro

spect, and also shining upon a number of well-dressed ano. 
• 

beautiful females, who add not a little to the witchery of 

the whole. 'fhis fIne prospect is beginning to he interrupted 
• 

by the recent elevation of new streets, Hne! particularly by 

the ht>Uses on a piece of ground, called Heri()t'R~row. The 

view fi'om Prince'.s-strcet, which opens to the SQuth, is 

of a totally different nature ~ it conunands the 'Vast depth 

II 2 
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between the two towns, called the North Loch, the Castle,. 
the North Bridge, and one side of the Old Town, rising in 

an ~lgust and solemn manner. In a dark night nothing can 

be more extraordinary and original in effect than the lights 

from the windows in this part of the Old Town, as seen 

from Prince's-street. This street was till lately the resi. 

dence of fashion; but such is the increasing opulence of 

the city, that most of the houses are either occupied or 

taken by shopkeepers of rf'~pectabiljty. 

An easy communication is preserved between the two towns 

by the North Bridge before mentioned, which is 1,125 feet 

long, from Prince's--street to the High-street; the height of its 

great arches, from the top o~the parapet to the base, being 68 

ieet; and also by the Earthen Mound, which is about BOO 

feet long, 92 feet high at the south end, and 58 at the north. 

This mound was commenced in 178S, owing to a petty 

tradesman, named George Boyd. who lived in the Old 

Town, baving prevailed upon some of his rteighbours to 

join him in the expense of constructing a little causeway, 
• 

for their convenience in visiting the New Town, instead of 

going round by the North Bridge. This simple and rude 
, 

comm.unication induced the magistrates to grant pennissiOD. 

to ~e builders of the New Town to deposit their earth &ad 
rubbish in this spot, by which this stupendous undertaking 

has been effected. It is calculated, that, at an average., 
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eighteen hundred cart-loads of earth were fieposited there 

every day, for a period which brings the total amount of 

earth to one million three hundred and fifty thousand cart-, 
loads. Thus was this immense nlound produc<.~d without 

any other expense to the magistrates than that of spread

ing the earth. A stone wall, with openings at inter

vals, has been lately raised upon it, to protect the pas

sengers from the furious gusts of wind so frequently preva

lent here. 

'l'he number of handsome hotels were amongst the early 

o~jects of my admiration. Some of them are as splendid 

as any in London, and prove the rapid advance which 

Edinburgh has made in refineme~t. The rooms are elegantly 

furnished, and the serv'ants tolerably clean and very atten

tive. Not many years .since, the inns afforded the most 

wretched accommodations, and the waiters were so filthy 

that it was whimsical1y said of them, that if you were to 

throw one of *them against the wall he would stick there. 

Indeed, so late as the year 1768, a stranger coming to Edin-
• 

burgh was obliged to put up at a filthy execrable inn, or bad 

private lodging. The word hotel was then only known 
• 

to thole who understood French or old English: but the 

Caledoniall1, like the English capital, has experienced great 
challges for the better. 
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The house which the Duke of Douglas inhabited at the 

Union in the year 1792, was oocupi('d by a wheC'lwri ght ; 

the. house of the great Marqui., of Argyle, on the Castle-hill, 

was possessed by a hosier; Lord Dunmore's house was left 

by a chairman, for want of accommodation; and, amongst 

other vici.;;situdes to whi~h the gn'at and thc little are sub

ject, I was struck with the palace of the present Duke of 

Queensbury having bcC'n converted into, and now USf"d as, 

a vC'nC'fc .. J hospital In 1706, tlle ar('a~ till' bUIlding ...,hope; 

and hOU~C'8 on the east alld west sid(' of the bridgC', to the 

south over th{' Cowgatf'-!!otrf"et, sold highC'r, It is conjecturf'd, 

than ground ever sold in any city. 

~Iany of the best hou~e,; have a C'ommon door and ::,tair

cas(' leading to the (hffC'rent ~toridi aboV'e, a" well as an 

ordinary street-door: and bells are almost universally and 

most judiciously substJtuted for knockers. Upon many of 

the doors, not only the ll,itOlCS, but the plac{'s of abode of the 

occupiers, arc affixed, to prevent the confu&ion which would 

arise from there being ~o many ~f the same name. I was 
( 

informed that there are i~ one quarter of the city two 

brotht'rs, living ncar each other, who are twins; and as 

they have two other brothers, they are designawd on their 

doors as tertius;;; and quartus; but, notwitbsta.ndiut this 

precaution, they Hfe 80 amazingly like E'ach other, that 
even their own tenants frequently mistake thetn. 
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Upon his arrival in the Caledonian capital. an English 

stranger is at first surprised at thc following definitions. A 

square is called seale-stair-a round stair, a turnpike-a , 
court is often called a square. The Parliament-house is 

an exception--its site is sometimes called a close--some .. 

times a square. Now, properly, a close is a narrow lane; 

and a wynd, one of broader dimensions, which might allow 

a cart to pass. The SaInc stranger might be disposed 

to think the lower Scotch DC\ er moved but by the compas·s. 

If he were in South Bridge-street, aud to abk a Scotchman 

of the humbler sort his way to St.-AndrewJs-square, it is 

ten to one but the answer would be', ""Thy you must keep 

~traight northward, till you reach the Rcgi'iter-officc, then 

turn to the westward, and thc second turning to the north-. 
ward again will tnk' e to it." The streets arc well pavcd, 

and kept tolerably clean. 

Report has long been unfavouf,\J)le to the cleanliness of 

the ancient part of the Caledonian capital, and I believe 

most justly so. Many tra,ycllers ha,'e mentioned with lively 
• 

disgust the evening hour, when omnium versatur urnc1. It must 

have impressed the mind of a stranger with astonishment 

tbat a people so eminently enlightened should have been 
80 long ignorant of habits, which, it "might be fairly 

~ted, would have been adopted by a country in the 

first $tage of its refinement. I t is therefore with great plea-
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sure that I mention, that the police, having turned its at

tention to a subject of so much consequence, has succeeded 

in doing all that the construction of the houses in this part 
, J 

of the city will admit. The stranger, in his evening ram-

bles, is now no longer subject to a warning from many a 

window, which is at length become an ahuobt proverbial 

joke, and to the most disagreeable consequences of non

obedience to that warning. At a very early hour every 

DlOrlling the dirt is removed by carts, which are engaged 

for the purpose, and the winds soon purify the streets. A 

spirit of improvement in this sort of accommodation has 

lately very whimsically displayed itself at the inn of Aln

wick, in Northumberland, wherc there is a circular commo

diU, with three elbow seats. 

Upon entering many of the houses (and those of respec

tability) in Edinburgh, and, as I afterwards found, in other 

parts of Scotland, an English eye will he in som~ degree 

offended by the cheerless and uncomfortable appearance of 

naked wainscots, which have never been painted. Wain

scots win rot in less tiU1C with paint than without, and 

perhaps the Caledonian preference ill this particular may 

arise from philosophical e~onomy. Very soon-after II)Y arriv.al 
at. tbe capital, I had the pleasure of taking ~ver~ ~,enm, 

w~lk:s to St. Bernard's 'Veil, about h;;tlf a mile f10m ~ 
~apital. The well con~n. a ~pripg of m~ '!Na~,~ 
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raUsed, as I was inform~d 'by a ('h(l'rnl~t, by sulphurated 

ll:rdfogenous gas; over this well Lord Garclenstone has 

erected II handsome Grecian edifIce, in imitation of Cy

bele's Tem.l'Ie at Tivoli. The puhlic has access to the 

water, on paying a trifling remuneration to the person ap .... 

pointed to pre!ride over it. As tar as I could 1earn, under 

the influenee of fashion, who reigns with undisputed au

thority from one end ufche island to the other, the tempJ,e 

is Hot 9'0 much resorted to 110W a~ it Was formerly. The ver

dant banks, decorated grounds, elegant villas, the shallow 

rocky bed of the river, and the Uttle woods which embellish 

this favourite evening walk, are all very beautiful. N ear the 

temple, a little to the westward, are the great mills, where 

the bakers of Edinburgh have th~ir corn ground. 

'The interesting history of Queen Mary,of Scotland na .. 

turally \hastens the steps of the tl-avellc\' to visit the place 

where she tesi~d, in whioh to this day so many vestiges 

illuffirati'te of her habits and life, 4eniently touched by 

the' hand ·of Tittle, stili remain.. In going to Holyrood .. 

hattse, 1 passed'by one of t;b~ oldest stone 'flOUiJes in Edin-

~atgh; that itt wnich ,John Knox 'fesided, which 'Pr~j6cts 

O,I)~aeMbly mto the.High.-street. I was shewn a llvi'ndQw, . 
&om :ftidl~'~raditmn ~, this·extftordinary man, -whose 

~~~iuln'wa8 :s~>..,en suiteti tp the tU1.'buience of the 

times itt ~~icb lie lived, used to' harangue the people, altd 
I 



U OI.IY I\OOD-U 0 II S ~. 

pOUl' out his anathemas against popery. Nearthis window 

is 'R figure in alto l-elievo, pointing to a radiated stone, 

on,'which is sculptured the name of the Deity, in Greek, 

Latin, and English. Opposite to this house, in tbe front 

wall of a house, are two very fine heads in alto relievo, sup

posed to he of Roman sculpture, and likenesses of Severus 

.and his consort Julia. Of the origin of these beads no

thing seems decidedly known. 'fhere is the following 

anoient inscription under them, supposed to have been 

placed there by a baker, over whose shop they once were :-

~c In sud ore vultus tui, vesceris pancm. Anno-" 

" In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread." 

Gell. iii. J 9. 

After the celebration of :hfass In the great chamber of 

Holyrood-house, I joined some of my friends there, and 

inspected this venerable seat of royalty, which stands at the 

eastern extremity of the city, at the bottom of that part of the 

High-street called the Canongate. This great room or gallery 

i$ on the north side of the building, is one hundred aud , 

"'tty feet long and twenty .. seveD broad, ~d about eighteen 

,high, and is de~at6d, or Tatfter disfi~ by the portllaits 
f 

of one ttu.dte6i and eleven ;W1oaatdls of Scrotla.ad, whei&e 
~peetive reigns wo1;lld nUl up about two., 1iheusand. ,.a.. 
How faithfql these portraits are the reader may j. _. 
b! is informed that they ~ all by one master, whose name 
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I do not I"cgl'et to have forgotten t and tllat it jill said a com ... 

mOD porter sat for everyone of these anointed heads. Such 

Q. miserable collection of trash I never saw but at the stal\ of 

some petty broker. l'hey not only offend the eye, bu~ aug

Jllent the gloom of the room, and are altogether disgraceful to 

the building. :M any of these ex.ecrable productions were 

defaced by the English soldiers, under General Hawley, after 

the defeat of the royal army at Falkirk, when quartered 

there in the year 1745; some have censured them for p~t ... 

tishly e~hibiting their disinclination to the Scottish monarchs 

by the disfiguration ; I blame them for not having boiled their 

kettles with them. rrhis long and ugly room is used as a 

chapel for his Royal Highness Count D' Artois, and the nobi. 

lity and their followers attached to him and the prostrate 
• 

fortunes of his family, who are permitted, by the magnani

mity of the country, to occupy the apartments ill the east 

part and south wing of the palace. 

To the unfortunate Count it has proved an asylum from 

hii numerous creditors. What singular eve:nts occur ill. th~ 
• 

history of princes, as well as of humble beings. 'rh~ fqgi-

ti¥e family of the last King of France .find a sanctuary; in 
• 

tllt.e, palace of the Stuarts, who, in their milery and exiitJ, 

received cOll6olation and su.pport from the bouse of tke 
JIo"rboJas. 

1 2 



In om.~ of the apartments of the Count, "Which, as 'veIl . AS 

the others, is wainscotted with oak, arc portraits of her 

Royal Highness the Duchesse d'Ango\11eme, the Jast Dau

phine~se, whose countenance very much resembles, in noble 

frankness, that of the unfortunate King rn-r father; another 

of Madame ~lizabeth; both well executed; and, I was 

informed by a French gentleman belonging to the house

hold of the Count, very like the originals. There is also a 

(fOpy, in oils, ofVernet, by Madame Elizabeth, valuable only 

3:8 the production of so illustrious and persecuted n personage. 

There is very little, except a portrait of Charles the First 

and his Queen, and two pictures of their pr~nt ]\1njcstics, 

hy Ramsuy, capable by its attraction of detaining the visitor 

from tlle apartments of Queen Mary, which cannot filiI .of 
~"citing the deepest interest, and of awakening many tender 

etnotiol!rS. Her chamber is on the second floor, in which 

her bed and the furniture of the room remain as- she left 

them. The bed of crimson damask, bordered with green 

jilk fringes and ta$els; and the cornice of the bed is of 

open figured work, and, considering its antiquity, in good 

preservation. :Behind the hangings of this roGln, in part 

fC?kled baek, Is the· cmor of-a passage leading te the apart
menU;" ubdemeath.. Through this door, it is said, Lord 

Dltrmey and 'the COt1spltatons 'tlttered on the 9th ef' M"arcft, 

1566, and effected the murder of Rizzio. The· closet i. 
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which this sanguinary transaction took place is m the north

west tower of the palace, and about twelve feet square, 

and opens into Mary's chamber, who was supping with the 

Countess of Argylc and the in-starred Italian when the 

assassins dragged him away~ (although he clung to his royal 
• 

patroness for protection,) and butchered him in the adjoin-

ing cbamber of presence, upon the BOQr of whiqh SODle 

brown spots are shown, as the blood of the murdered mu

~ician. It may be just possible that this is not an att.empt to 

impose upon the credulous, as I am infonncd th~t the stain 

of blood on timber is indeliblt'. 'rhe -chairs in the ohamber 

are of singular construction, with very high sloping backs; 

and, however the taste of the present day might shudder to 

see them in a dmwing~room, tl}ey are UlOre truly CQlll" 

:fOrtable than any I have ever sat in, though enriched witb 
all the embellishments of modern uphQ:6tery. There 6{" 

some pictures in this and the adJoining apartment!), in .. 

teresting only on account of their 8u4jecb. 
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CHAltAC1"Elt OF QUEEN MARY-ANECD01'E OF A. TltUE COUltTltR 

-CO~TEMPTrBLE JEALOUSY OF QUEEN £ttZABETJl-A, PARO

DY-ROYAL VERSES-MAllY'S FIRST ENGLISH LETTER-THE 

CIU,PEL-ARTHUR'S SEAT-A MUTINY-SUPERB PROSPECT

HUME'I!. lvIONUMENT- THE HRIDEWELL-THE RF.GISrER-OFFICE 

-THE BANK-~INGULAR CIRCUMSTANCE-ROSLIN CASTLE

S:£RMONS IN STONES-ANGELS AND BAGPIPES. 

rrHE character of Mary has furnished matter for contro

versy for now upwards of, two hundred years to nlany able 

writers: by those who have espoused her cause she has 

been depicted as a suffering saint; by her enemies as an 

angel of darkness. rrhe truth may perhaps be found 

between: that she wa.s not so spotless as the former, nor 

so criminal as the latter, have represented her to have 

~en, is the most reconeileable to the various accounts 
( 

transmitted of her. Bred up in a Court distinguished for 

i~s splendour and its levity, fornled by the prodigal hand of 

nature to captivate aU who approached her, and of a warm 

constitution, the unhappy Mary was exposed to scenes that 
were hateful to her feelings, and to temptations too power

ful for her judgmen.t and resolution. 
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She was eminently accomplished. At an early age she 

obtained such proficiency in the Latin language, that she 

declaimed in that tongue, publicly, in the hall of .the 

Louvre, before the whole court of :France; and, in an ora

tion composed by herself, maintained that learning and 

the liberal arts were compatible with the female character. 

Of thd French, Italian, and Spanish languages, she was 

also a complete mistress. She played, danced, and rode, 

to admiration. She also exc~ncd in painting and needle

work. 

The following anecdote, from the Memoirs of Sir James 

Melville, who appears to have been a most consummate 

courtier and sycophant, will illustrate a little of the paltJ;y 
• 

mind of the jealous and sanguinary Queen Elizabeth, as 

well as exhibit his royal mistress, Queen Mary, in ~lO un .. 

favourable colours. Sir James was sent to tile court of 

Elizabeth by Mary, as ambassador, to conciliate the 

English Queen, who was much offended with th.e conduct 

of Mary. The negotiator, having brought Eli~abeth into 
• 

good humour by his address, relates the sequel of that 

interview to have been as follows: "The Queen desired to . . 
know of me what colour of ball' was reputed best, and 

whether my Queen's hair or her's was best, and which of 
them tWQ wa.s fairest? I answered, the fa.itness of them 

bath was llot their worst faults. But she W:~8 eRl'llest with. 



me to declare which of them I judged fairest... I said she 

was the fairest Queen in EIlgland; mine the fairest QuOOll in 

SCQt1and. Yet she appeared .ea:rnest. I aflswered, they 

were both the fait.'est ladies in. their coontries; that her Ma

.~ty was whiter, but my QueeR was very lovely. She in" 

quired which of them was of highest stature? I saio, my 
Queen. 'fhen, said. she, 'She is too high; for I myself am 

neitheT too high nor too low. Then she asked what kind of 

exercise she uSf'd? I a'Tl!(wered, that when I reeei ved my 

dispatch tIle Queen was lately come from the Highland 

hunting; that, when hf'r more seri<;:ms affairs permitted, she 

was taken up with rea.ding of histories; that sometimes she 

recreated horse.tf with playing lJpOllt the ltl'te and virgiilals. 

~'be asked .if sac played ~ell? ;[ said, reasonably, for a 

Queen/' This passed bafore d.inmet, and Sir lames, 'W:M 

was asked t~ ,dine -at cottrt. with one' of 'the ladies, was ta'ken 

after clinner by Lord HUllsdea1}., who UNdoubtedly 'WM_'in

strucied 50 to do hy the Queen, to a quiet gallery., "that 

1 might heM'," continues Sir .James, "S0tno mmic; hut 1m 
said he durst Bot gV~W it, whe're I might 'hear tlie iQueen 

I 

play upon the ~ifgiIia;ls. ..A~ l-h'ad hear-kened .'While, 1 

took by tbe tapestry that hUBg ibetbre the door,(j.f the cham. 
, 

bar, and'stood a :pretty Sf>aee~ )heatlng ber play.ex.oelmntly 
weU'; but lshe left off immediately. us ~soon rtslfile Itu~ lhet 
about 4ttld.. me. She, appeareii '&urprised, and tlame 

forward, -seeming:to strike ... ifh lfttn', lB.md, ~g .. 
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was not accustomed to play before men, but when she was 

solitary, to shun melancholy. She asked me how I came 

there? I answered, as I was walking with my IA>rd of 

Hunsdean, as we passed by the chamber door, I heard such 

melody as ravished me, whereby I was drawn in ere 

I knew how, excusing my homelines.4i, as being brought up 

iu tlte court of France, where much freedom lras allowed, 

tleclaring myself willing to endure what kind of pu~ish

ment her Majesty should be pleased to inflict upon me j()r 

so great an Ofif!llCe. Then she sat down upon a cushion, and 

I upon my knees by her, but, with her own hand, she ga\'c 

me a cushion to Jay under my knee, which at first T refused, 

but she compelled me to take it. She inquired whether 

my Queen or she pla.ved be~t? In that I found myseH' 

obliged to give her the praise. On my pressing earnestly 

my dispatch, she said 1 was weary sooner of her compauy 

than she was of mine. I told her ~'iajesty, that though I 

had no reason of being weary, I knew my mistress's affairs 

caned me home. Yet 1 staid two days longer, that I might 

see her dance; which being oyer, she inquired of me whe

ther she or my Queen danced llest? I answered, my Queen 
, 

danced not so high or disposedly as she did.» 

l\lary was so beautiful, that it is said, when she was 

walking in the procession of the Host, a woman rushed 

through the crowd to touch her, to convince herself that 

she was not an angel. 
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1 n the Scottish College at Paris were deposited several 

manuscripts relating to the unfortunate Mary, which, in all 

probahility, have been destroyed during the French llevo

]ution, with many other valuable documents. 

It is said that when the celebrated David Hurne last vi

sited that city, the Principal shewed him some of these im

portant manuscripts, and asked why he had written so 

unfavourably lJf tl]{' QtH'f'D, without having previously COll

~ulted them? The Principal then put some original let

ters into his hand, upon reading which the historian burst 

into tears. l\1ary, in her opinion of her own sex, seems to 

hm'c materially dificred from Selden! who, in his 'fahle

Talk, observes, "That men ~rc not troubled to hear men 

dispraised, because they know that, thoug-h one he naught, 

there is still worth in others: but women are mightily 

troubled to hear any of themselves spoken against, as if the 

sex itself wrre guilty of some unworthiness;" for when one 

of the Cecil family, a minister to Scotland from England, 

in Mary's reign, was s(leaking of the wisdoIll of his Sove

ff'ign, QUf'('n }~lizabeth, l\1ary stopped him short by saying, 

"Seigneur Chevalier, ne me parlez jamais de la sagesse 

dJune femme; je connois bien mon sexe, la plus sage de nous 

toutes n'est qu'un peu moins sette que les autres." 

How wen, ~Iary understood Latin wili appear from the 

following impromptu, which she wrote in her way to Fo-
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theringay Castle, when within tIm power of her savage 

rival. Stopping for a few hours at Buxton, with her 

diamond ring she wrote on a pane of glass at the inn .where 

she halted, 

Buxtona, qure cali<lre ce]cbraris nomine IYlllphro, 

I~orte mihi posthac non adeunda, yale! 

How swed, a poet she was will also appear from the fo1-

lo\ying affecting verses, which she "Hote, as she saw fiH' 

the last time the coast of France, when she was coming OVf'f 

to Scotland, and which seem prophetic of her futur(~ 

]UlSf'ry. 

Adien, plaisant pays de France! 

o ma patrie 
La plus che1·if". 

Qui as lJourri ma jc~ne enfance ; 
Adieu, l~mnce! adieu nos beaux jours ! 
La nef qui dejoint n08 amours, 

N'a eu de moi que la moitie ; 

Vne partie tc reste, elle cst tienne i 
.Ie In fie a ton amitie, 

})our que de I'uutre il te souvicnne. 

}'or the gratification of t.he.reader curious in such mat

t-ers, I am indebted to a literary friend in Scotland for the 

following copy of the first letter which this unha.ppy 

Princess ever wrote in English:-

ct Master Knolf'ia, y hauu har sum news from Scotland, y send zou to da 

the double of then). Y wreit to the Quin my gud sister, and pray ZOIl 

to do the lyk con forme to that y spak zesternicht unto zou, and sut 

x2 
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hasti anf1Ur y refer uJl to ZOllf discretion, and will lipnc betel' in zour 
gill} claim for I . 1, . V l .1I per;.uad :tou nel11li ill thi" langasg ('xcus mj 

lvd \\ rctciu, ,,'r Y ltt:\Vd u!-<ed it afor, and (llll Iw"tec1 ze Rchal !-oi mi lw\ 

",hilil" il) OptiC il is; ,>ed Satcrday mi llufrind" \\ II be vth zou .y !lcy nOllJillg 
but trust \H~tI, aud ze 5('1111 one to zour WilT ;t;O may fi'>llr hcl' schu \\Hld a 

hin \\t',IcOIllC' to a pur !>tl:tllger hila nocht bWIl (lrpHlinterl \\ilh ber wil 110lch 

bi {)\,('I' bald to \\ l'l'it bot for the aqunntans betwix ous, y \~il send zou litk· 

toknc tu remhc(" zou of th(' guu hop y hauu ill ZOIJ ques z(' s{,lId a met. 

lI1(',>"a:::><'r y walel \\ 'ysh zt' hc!>touded it reeler upon Iwl' nor aill uuer, thll~ 
utter lily cOlllllH'mlations y prey God haUl! ZOll in his kipin. 

Your asurcde gud frind, 

MATtiE H. 
EXf'llS my ivd wrNein the furst time. 

Jam('~ the Fifth, t.he father of l\1ary, when he was dying 

at l"alklalld, of a broken heart, on account of the miscar

riage at Solway :1\1088. preciif'ted the disasters that illl

pClldt,cl oyer hef and Scotland, " It came," said he, " with 

a woman," (alluding to ,the family of Stuart haying ob

tained the crown by man-ying into the f~lmily of Bruce,) 

H and it will he lost by one." rro return to Hol,Yrood

palace. This palace is of a square fonn. The western or 

principal front is heavy and glQomy, consisting of two double 

towers, connected by a gallery, surrounded by a ball us

trad~, in the mid.dle of which is a handsome portico, adorn

C'd with four l)oric columns, which support a cupola in the. 

form of an imperial crown, under which is a dock, and 

Qver the gateway arc the royal arlDS of Scotland, as borne 

before the Union. The front to the east is ~ery light and 
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elegant; it consists of three storieR : betwcen the windows of 

the fir~t are pi1astt~rs of tllc Doric order; betwecll tho')(" of 

the s{'concl, pilash'rs of the lome; and bet ween those.of the 

third are an eC}ualllumher of the Corinthian. The greater 

part of the present palace was desi,gned by Sir 'Villiam 

l~ruee, a di",tingui..,hed architect in the reign of Chark., II. 

('xcl'utc(l b) Robert JVIylne, who has a monument cl'f'cicd to 

hi"l memory in tllc burying-ground of the anticnt mona&tcry 

adjoining. 

Clolw to the palace !-.tand the rCl1lams of the chapel or 

church of IlolYfoou-hou&c, the la~t relict of the wealthy 

ahhey of that mUllf'. From the appearance of the ruins, 

tllP Oh"lefVer cannot fail to cOQdude that the chapel must 

have been a beautiful specimen of the Gothic architecture. 

Jamf's II. of England, repaIred and fittt'd it up with con<)i. 

derable taste and splendour; a throne was erected for the 

Son'l;eign, twcJn~ "tans it)f the Knights of the Order of the 

Thi~t1t:', and an organ; afld 1\lass was pert()rmed with great 

solemnity, a celebration whirh induced the p<,oplc, at the 

Revolution, in their fury again'5t popery, to spoil it of all its 

ornaments, and 10 leave it a naked pile: ,vith the same ~acri

legions rage which characteribcd the early phrensy of the 

Freneh Rcrolution, they tore open the graves of the royal 

and illustrious dead interred within its walls. 



THE 'PARK. 

The reader will be as vexed to hear as I am to report, 

that this beautiful building owes its ruin more to the igno

rance.of an architect than to the barbarous zeal of an in

furiated nlOb. At the instance of the Duke of Hamilton, 

the hereditary Keeper of the Palace, the Barons of the Ex .. 

chequer issued a SUln of money for repairing it; the walls 

were infirm with the age of six hundred years, and, instead 

of raising a slight root~ the sapient architect formed a massy 

one of flag .. C3tollc5, which fell in on the 2d of December, 1768. 

The great eastern Gothic window fell so recentl'y as in the 

severe winter of .1795. The belfry at th(' we~t ~nd is tole

rablyentire. The remains of Lord Belhav('u, who opposed 

the Union of the two kingdoms in a very eloquent, and, at 

the time, a much-celebrated speech, were interred within the 

rootless walls of the chapel. The environs of the palace 

are a sanctuary for insolvent debtors. That a pile of build

ing should be capable of extending protection to anyone 

against the just claims of the suffering creditor, that it 

should erect a barrier against the law, is disgraceful to the 

gQveroment ill which suell privileges are permitted to exist. 

A!1joining to the palace is an cxtensi ve parkt tbe ap-. 

~oe of which would natu.rally confirm an English... 

~ specially had he entered Scotland by BerwickJ ia 
~ suspicions which he ha4 been taught to entertain of 
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the luxuriance of Scottish foliage; for scarcely is there the 

v~stige of a tree to be found throughout this extensive park. 

The whole is brown and barren, and accords with the rugged, 

but Inagnificcnt, rocks an,d craggy hills, to which it leads in 

various directions. To the ~outhward of the palace ascends 

with uncommon majesty a semicircular range of preci

pitous rocks, caBed Salisbury Crags, which immediately 

overlooks the city; and behind, with intervals of fertile val

leys, rises the loftiest of these hills, called Arthur's Seat, 

the height of which is 796 feet above the level of the 

sea. I ascended it twice, and was amply remunerated 

for the toil and trouble of reaching its summit, upon 

which the following rather singular circumstance occurred 

in 1778. Govenunent having determined to send the 

Earl of Seaforth's Highland regiment to India, without 

consulting the inclinations of the soldiers, and arrears of 

pay being due to them, they determined upon resisting the 

commands of their officers; and accordingly, one moro

ing, when the regiment was at driB, the whole batta1ion 

shouldered their arms, and took possession of Arthur's S~at, 

the summit of which they made their head-quarters, from 

which they alike defied the threats and promises of ijlcir 

officers. At length an accommodation was agreed upon, 

through the address of' the Lords Dunmore and Macdo

Mid, two nobleme!l who were very popular with the High"", 
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landers, and the mutineers returned to their duty, and en) ... 

barked for their destination. 

The vicW" from this astonishing hill is truly superb. The 

eye ranges over the metropolis, the German Ocean, the 

('ourse of the Forth, a richly-cultivated and populous ex

tent of country, to the vast mountains of Benlcdi and Ben~ 

lomond, until the Lawmonds, otherwise Wallace l\1.arkcrs, 

preclude aU further view. Tht'" hotanist amI mineralogist 

will find ample su~jocts for investigation in these hills. 

About four hundred species of plants, both aquatic and 

cllpine, and of all intermediate sorts, have been dis('ovcl'L"{1 

ill them. Arthur's Seat, add the adjacent rocks, arc com

posed of ,\' hin-stone, ,vhieh)3 used for pa\'ing the str('f'ts 

of Edinburgh, and the summits at'(' supported by hexago-

11al pillars, somewhat basaltic. 

A t the foot of the greater hills are the rums of the 

chapel and hermitage of St. Anthony, the whole of which 

must have been a very sll~all establishntent. The his

tory of the chapel is very little known. The fraternity of 

St. Antbony had a monastery at Leith, supposed to be the 

only hause of the order in Scotiano. The bretbren must have 

beet} fhbd of the rugged and sublime, to have erected their 

lloly ahode in such a spot. 



To the Borth.west of the palace is the Calton Hill, a rooky 
eminence, commanding also magnificent prospects: nearl,

the whole of the eity may be viewed from it; the town. of 

Leith, the Frith of Forth, with its numerous shipping, the 

Isle of May, and the Bass Rock, and much of the scenery 

visible from Arthur's Seat. On the western side of the hill 

is the Calton burying-ground, in which, altlongst other 

m8iUsoleums, is one in the shape of a Martello tower, in 

which the remains of the celebrated David HUllle are de

posited, and which is visible from a great part of the city. 

Upon the summit of this hill a signal-house is erected; 

and it is in contemplation to raise the long .. talked of moau ... 

ment to Nelson in the same elevated spot. 

On the western side of this hill also stands the bridewell, 

a building the best adapred to its purpose of any I haTe 

ever seen. If was finished in 1796, from a design of the 

late justly-distingaished Mr. Robert Adam. It is a strong 

stone building, in the form of the letter D ; the whole is sur

rounded by a waJl, between w~ich and the prison there is 

an area. It ,consists of five fiQOfS; the upper one is used as 

an, boepital ud store-rooms. A passage passes along the 
• 

ItIiddle of the semicircular part of the building, with apart. 

mtlUte 08, either side. 'JJhose towards the outside are used 81 

~, and thOle on the inner aide of the semicircle, of 
wM¢h there are thirteen in eaeh story, nave an. iro" railing i1l 

L 
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front, and look into the inner court, which is roofed and' 

gla;'led, and lights the whole. Every part is composed ot" 

stolle or iron, except the CklOf8. The hcd-chambers, which 

are each lbout eight feet long by seven br'oad, and fur ... 

nished with a bed on an iron fralDt-, and a tahlf', are lighted 

by a long narrow window, the glasH of which is fixed in a 

frame of iron, and turns upon the centrc. Upon the top of 

the house arc large cisterns, which supply every part of it 

with water. In the entrance of the Governor's house is 

a dark apartment, with high Darrow windows, which com

mands every cell, and enables the proper officers to see 

whether the criminals are at work, without being observed 

by them. From this point of view, the interior rcsemblc~ 

an aviary in form, and ligh~ness of construction. The women 

spin, and the men pick oakum: they are never pennitted to 

hold any communication with each other, and they are not 

allowed to take any exercise but what their work affords. 

I n summer they work from six in the morning till eight in 

the evening, and in the winter from sun~ri~ ~ flun-set. 
The prisoners wear a prison dress, and theB- own is dlelilned 

" 
and preserved for them until the' e"-piration of,t1i&ir eob:" 

finement. I visited the kitchu4 1 with which, as with eve" 
I 

other part, I was highly gratified, ()D' account of its 

.rtan~ent and perkt cleanliness. The breakfast, • 

• upper of the pNoaeI'l is oatmeatwponidge aud 'Stdall ~, 
,aoci their dinner brotft9 mad:e o(.t and vegetablelt; 
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and those who perform lnore than their task.work are 

allowed bread to their broth, purchased by the produce of 

the surplus of their labour, and a larger portion of ponicJge . 

.on Sundays they have a portion of meat. The whole insti

tution is under the careful inspection of the magistrates and 

the sheriff of the county, whose yisits are frequent and 

regular. As a. proof of the salubrity of the prison, and of 

the excellence of its discipline, I am informed hy one of the 

principal magistrates of Edinburgh, that, although it has 

been used twelve years, during which it has consta~]y ha<l, 

upon au average, not less than fifty persons confined in it, 

Qllly four deaths have occurred in that period; and it is to 

be remembered, that many of the vicious of both sexes sent 

there fi'equcntly enter it ill a state of extreme debility or 
• 

disease, the fruits of a profiigate-course of liie. Tills prison 

also affords protection to unfortunate females labouring 

uuder disease, not committed by any offence, hut to whom 

it if necess~ry ·to be secluded from society for a time. The 

e~penses ,jllowred by this humaue indulgence, which I be

Ijev~~. not,oftetl, resorted to, are defrayed by subscript.ion 
• 

w.otherwise;, and are Jl()t .penuitted to encumber the funds 

.a.Ppoi~ted fOf the support of the bridewell. I ha.ve been paf

ti~ul~)' in descr~biftg this building, becau~e it i$ a perfeclt 
~el.fpa- a carrectionaJ, housc. ulld. as far as hUQuJ,u wi .. 

~ ~~p~nt&ropy can provi9.~ protects and secures the 

perspn, lnfiicts \th~ ;pul)ishment, and 1m proves \he h~tJl 

L2 



76 TIlE REGtSTElt Ot'.FICE. 

and the morals of the otfender, in a manner which confer'" 

lasting honour on the magistracy of the country. 

'fhe Register .. office is a splendid building, and most fa

VOUNlbly and judiciously placed at the east end of Prince's

street, from which it recedes opposite to the North Bridge. 

Of this graceful pile the Scotch are justly proud, as well on 

account of its beauty as its great nationa1 utility. Its front 

is ~oo feet, and its depth 120. J n the middle of the former, 

which is adorned with a fine entablature of the Corinthian 

order, is a projection, in which there are three windows and 

four Corinthian pilasters, supporting a pediment; and above 

is a large dome, 50 teet in diameter and 80 high: at either 

end of the front are smaller- projections, containing each a 

Venetian window, and surmounted by a small cupola. The 

object of this building is to afford a place of deposit, in

destructible by fire, for the records of the country, many of 

which have, at different times, been lost or mqtil~.,~,mtd:, 

every act connected with aD alienation af ~~ja :(,.~ 

land, affecting creditors, ~ust, in ordtw.11to be1 valiit~,~ 
registered here. '1'0 those who know the abotnJ~ .... 

ruinous muds which are practised \1{)on creditors i. Eolt , 
laad by secret conveyances, this iRs __ .u~t appea~ 

)ie8uliatl,. faluable. • Y ~rk.' aoci MWldleselQ' the.re are 

registeJ.r...bftices. How· ... iJi'b in· be lamen~ tilt one. 
not erected in every prorincial div.iSiQP , 
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The deoorati.lns of the interior do not cOn'espolid with 

the external beauty of the building. The rotunda under 
the dome is disfigured by a vast collection of old and 

modern record and other books, plainly bound,. which, in

stead of being concealed by green silk and brass lattice ... 

work, obtrude themselves upon the eye, and accord with 

the nohle a.ppearance of the room just as well as the hat 

of a mendicant would beconle a Knigh~. of the Bath in his 

fun robes. The statue of his present Majesty, by the Hon. 

Mrs. Darner, is not one of the happiest productions of thai 

distinguished statuary. This building (~ost 40,000/. ill 

erecting, and is only half of the original plan. 

Amongst the beautiful moder? structures which embel

lish this city, I must not pass -<1Ver the Bank of Scotland t 

the south and west sides of which appear in the frontispiece. 

It stands nearJv at the head of the entrance of the Earthen 
" 

Mound. \ As it is reared' upon the ridge of a hill, much 

labbnr' aml ~st were expended ill finding a solid foun

da.tion: it, is aaid that there is as much stone and 
• 

aortal',below, not visible, as there is in the structure which 

.' taised abo'fe it. A haadsome stone curtain, with a baJ... 
• 

lustrade, coooea1& the dead 'wan on the north part of this 

structure, where the 'oeclivity 'is ve." great. The whole has 
.. ("y !ligM ,atm elegant elect, &Ad, seen from Prioce' .. 
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strCf't, fin~ly contrasts with the lofty sombre howes which 

are its near associates. 

I t is a fact worthy of observation, that thcre is 110t a 

single house in the New 'rown which has been built of 

Scottish timber; the whole having bC(,11 brought froln the 

&hores of the Baltic"':"-a circumstance owing to the planta

tions in Scotland bcing of recent date, although it is upon 

record, and sufficient evidences rmnaill, that in former times 

it abounded with forests. 

The day which, with some frif'nus, I had. selccted for a 

visit to Roslin, bf'illg very favourable, Wf' bet off for that 

place, which hal:; 80 often excited the admiration of all de

scriptions of visitors. It ~'about seven .Ellg1i~h milcs south 

from Edinburgh, and some agreeable prospects embellish 

the road to it. The chapel is rather small; but it is a beau

tiful piece of Gothic architecture. It is 40 feet 6 11lches 

from the floor to the top of the arched roof; 34 feet 

8 inches broad, and 68 fe('t long. The inside is divided into 

a middle and two side aisles, by seven thick columns on cacl1 

side, supporting pointed arches. rrlle profusiun of ornaments 

is astonishing, and would be tedious il1 description. Som.e of 

them are really" sermon! • rto_8, J.1 (}l'I illustmtions of the Bible. 

cut in stone in the most p~ue ~'nd extraordinary style. 
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At the south-east cotner there is a descent by a flight 

of steps into a little crypt, or chapel. An old woman who 

shews the buildiug is also a gl't'at curjo~i( y, and tells a l~mg 

gossiping story of the architect'~ knocking out the brains of 

his apprentice, because, during his ab~ence, he executed a 

fine flub'a column, calJed the Apprentice's ].)iJ]ar, near the 

high altar, ornamented with wreaths of foliage and flowers, 

in alto reJicvo, twi~tillg spirally round it in a Sltylc which cx

ritcd his envy. In proof of the story she shews the head 

of the apprcutice supporting a bracket in the wall, which 

l't'l-!cmhlt,s a bearded old lIlall. Upon the architraves of one 

of the pillars there is an angel playing upon a bagpipe. I 

hope it is not to be presumed that he brought that instru

ment from Heaven. 

Although there are now only a few cottages and houses 

at Roslin, it appears to have held at one time high rank 

amongst the cities of Scotland. 

William St. Clare, Earl of Orkney and Caithness, who 
• 

founded it in 1440, lived in great magnificence at his castle 

near this chapel. ]\tIr. Hay, in his MS. in the Advocates' 

library, says, " About that time," (that is, at the buildidg 

of the chapel,) " tbe town of Roslin, being next to Edinburgh 

and Haddington, in East Lothian, became very populous 

by the great concourse of all ranks and degrees of visitors 

that resorted to this Prince at his palace of the Castle of 
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Roslin; for he kept a great court, and was royally &erved 

at his own table in vessels of gold and silver; Lord Dirleton 

being his master household, Lord Borthwick his cup-bearer • . 
and Lord ]'leeming his carlter; in whose absence they had 

deputies to attend, viz. Stewart, Laird of Drumlaurig, 

Tweedie. Laird of Drumerline, and Sandilands, Laird of 

Calder. He had bis hall and the apartments richly adorned 

with embroidered hangings, He flourished in the reigll& of 

~'ames the First and Second. His Prin('css, Elizabeth 

Douglass, already mentioned, was served by seventy-five 

gentlewomen, whereof fifty-three were daughterb of noble

men, all clothed in ve1 vets and silks, with thin chains 

of gold, and other ornaments; and was attended by two 

hundred riding gentlemen in all ller journeys: and if it hap

pened to be dark when ,~~ went to Edinburgh, where her 

lodgings were at the foot of Blackti'iar's Wynd, eighty 

lighted torches were carried before her." 

As I quitted this beautiful pile, Harold's song ~ccurred 

to me:-

" O'er Roslin aU that dreary ni~tlt 
A wond'rooi blaze wu teen te gleMII; 

Twas broa.der than the w_b .fi:re.,.light;, 
And redder than tht- br.\ght moen-bfam. 

Itglar'd on RQlh\ .... iled 'cit, 
It ruddied all Uw.! C!IOpfIt,,!,oo4 po.; < 

'Twas teen from. Dt,dell'lJ ,rpv .. df ~ .... 
And lIHU from O'ftflid U •• thorll .... ,: 

Ltfrt{.lMI~.fl, p. 191. 
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A short distance from the chapel stand the rUInS of 

Roslin Castle, the ancient seat of the Saint Clares, In 

a situation of singularly romantic beauty, upon a mOllnt 

above the North Esk, the approach to which is by a bridge 

thrown over a deep ravine, and resting on a rock on either 

sid~. Vast compact masses of the castle (supposed to ha',e 

been built in the twelfth century) havc fallcn down, and lie 

on the declivity near the bridge. The scenery around is 

enchanting; but I saw, with ff'grct, that the merciless 

hand of the woodman had sadly denuded the surrounding 

grounds which slope to the Esk. The walks ahout the 

chapel and castle arc much frequpnted bi the citi:t.ells of 

Edinburgh, and their families, in the summer. 1t is their 

Richmond-hill, where they cnjoj the fruits of the beauties 

of nature. Strawberries grow rrigreat ahundanee therf'. 
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drous wall" of trees that rises on the opposite bank of the 
. 

flver. 

'this ancient residence of the amiable an~ b.an;nonious 

Drummond was worthy of the Poet. His song and his suffer

ings spread an air of tenderness ()ver the beautiful scene, 

which affects the mind as it engages the eye. I t is a scene in 

which the vivacity of the gay would be tempered, and in 

which the unhappy might find consolation. The Poet was 

of high descent. His family became first distinguished by 

the marriage of Robert III. whose Queen was sister to 
It! 

William Dnlmmond, of Carnock, onC' of his ancestors. At:' 

ter being educated at Edinburgh, in 1606 he studied civil 

law at Bourges, in France; but the spirit of poetry &oon 

seduced hiln from that barren stu1:ly, and conducted him to 

I1awthomden, to copy and commemorate the beauties of 

Nature, which she had so profusely scattered round his re

tirement. It was here that Ben Jonson came from Lon

don, on foot, on purpose to see hbn. Here he wrote his 

Cypress Grove and his Flowers qf Sion; and here be would 

have continued to pour his harmonious verse, had not the 

death of a lady, to whom he was devoted and about to ge 

married, forced him to fly from hIS own affecting reflections 

to PMI, and thel)'Ce to Rome, where he resided eight years. 
How fo,ciblyand poetically he felt the loss that d.rtwe him 

from his !romantic &hades will appear in the feW' follow ... 
M 2 




