
KINROSS. 

me. rrhis lake, which receives the contribution of several 

littl~ rivers, gives rise to the river Leven, which dlsembogucl3 

itself in the sea, after passing thro?gh a considerable part 

of Fifeshire. As we were returning~ the house and grounds 

of MI'. Graham, who is absent in India, were pointed out to 

me; they form a part of the northern &ide of the loch, and 

have a very handsome appearance frOlll the water. This 

house was built by Sir William Bruce, a celebrated ar

£hitect, in 168~ 

KillfO::tS is a smal1 town, and the capital of the tiny shire 

which bears it~ name. It is a royal burgh. Most of the 

houses have neat little kitchen-gardens belonging to them, 

and some have plantations of trees~ presenting altogether 

an agrecahle scene. The inn ii\ the town is tolerably com

fortable; I there tasted some of the trout 1 have described, 

the flavour of which was very fine. This fish is esteemed 

a& a great delicacy at Edinburgh and Perth, and in all the 

towns to which the distance of carriage will admit of its 

being cOllvcyed in a &tate of fr<;shlless. 

The shores of Locbleven gave birth to Bruce, the Poet, 

the elegance and tenderne~s of whose song cannot fail..to 

please and affect the mind. l cannot do better than 

~cribQ hiul ~n tqe feeling manDer in which he is meJltio~4 
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in No. 36 of the Mirror :-" This Michael Bruce was bora 

in a remote village in Kinross-shire, and descended from 

parents remarkable for llothing but the innocence and sinl

plicity of their lives: in the 21st year of his age he was 

seized with a consumption, which put an end to his life. 

Nothing, methinks, bas more the power of awakening bene

volence, than the consideration of genius thus depressed by 

situation, suffered to pine in obscurity, and sometimes, as 

in the case of this unfortunate young man, to perish, it may 

be, for want of those comforts and conveniencies which 

might have fostered a delicacy of frame, or of mind, ill 

calculated to bear the hardships which poverty lays on both. 

For' my own part, I never pass the place (a little hamlet, 

skirted with a circle of old ash trees, about three miles on 

this side of Kinross) where/Michael Bruce resided, I never 

look on his dwelling, a small thatched house, distinguished 

from the cottages of the- inhabitants only by a sashed win

dow at the end, instead of a lattice, fringed with a honey. 

suckle plant, which the poor youth had trained around ii, 
I never find myself in that spot, but I stop my horse invo

luntarily; and looking on the window, which the honey

suckle has now almost covered, in the dream of the moment 

I pi~ure out a gentle figure for the tenant of the mansion; 

I wish, and my heart swells while I do so, that he were 

.alive, and that I were a great man, to have .the luxury ·of 
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visiting him there, and bidding him be happy." This 

amiable youth and sweet Poct has feelingly depicted the 

melancholy illness that brought hin\ to the grave. 

" Starting and shiv'ring in the u(Jconstant wind, 
Meagre, and pale, the gho~t of what I was, 

Beneath some blasted tree I lie reclin'd, 
And count the silent moments as the,r pass,-

The winged moments, whose unstaying speed 
No art can stop, or in their course arrest; 

Whose flight shall shortly count me with the dead, 
And lay me down in peace with them to rest," 

In this little town there are no less than three schools, III 

each of which writing and accounts are taught, at three 

'hillings per ann um for each pu pil. Some small cotton

manufactories are carried on here. This place is a great 
• 

thoroughfare, being placed in th(:~ high road to Perth, between 

which and Queen's Ferry it is equidistant. It furnished me 

with a gig for the former place, distant about fifteen English 

miles; this mode of conveyance I was invited to adopt by 

the fineness of the weather. 

The road to Perth is extremely good, and the country 

presented an appearance of increased luxuriance and culti

Tation as I advanced. . Woods and corn-fields, hill and"date, 

~ve"Cy where gladdened the eye j and the looks and habits 

.of the peasantry seemed to correspond with tIle flourishing 

gaiety of the surrounding scenery. The superb plain 
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of Gowrie, extend" g for nearly twenty miles, open «1 
in. the mOlt u xpected and beautiful manner. A sbort 

distance from ertb, v,Mre 11F~ 1II1HIo\.II_ 
windings of the Tay, the 
mantic country OD either 

the toWB, t~ cavalry 
• 

behiDd, offer to the eye 

When Agricola and his arm 

adjacent piain, upon which' 

recorded th t they exclaim . , 

Tibur J Ecce Campus Martius 1 .He,,), 

the Field of Mars !" -The J talmn 

he ew Tiber. 

This river, which deserV 

the Romlln legions, is the chief of 

and h s its source in the w 0 

in the district of Breada1bane, 

Argyleshire. 



• 
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pears that anciently partic~.dar streets were inhabited hy 

particular artisans, as the names of some, still preserved, 

seelU to indieate.. The .nns are ~xcellent. It would be 

tedioD-, and foreign to my purpose, to c!~scribe this beau

tiful city ,"ery minutely; it will be sufficient to observe, 

that th;e principal streets, in the old part of the town, are 

the High and the South street, both of which are very long, 

and that G~rge...street, Charlotte-street, the Crescent, nose 

Terrace, and the Circus, are the most handsome in the new 

part. This town has been sul~ject to some very destructive 

inundations, which have caused the streets to be raised from 

time to time. Many stories, and even whole houses, are 

to be found below the surface of the street. 

The Crescent forms a beautiful curve, and looks towards 

the North Inch, a lawn of the greenest pasture, forming 

the Race .. Course, and watered by the Tay. This spot is 

much resorted to as a promenade, and is frequently embel

lished with many elegant and well-dressed ladies, and at 

the same time disfigured by the linen-washerwomen. On 

the Rose Terrace, to the northward of the Crescent, stands 

an elegant building, which was nearly finished, contat,ni~g 

the halls and apartments of the public seminaries. This 

highly ornanlental building has been erected by subscrip

tion. nl$,llY of tbe.~ldonations of wbich are truly noble. 

The 8_]8 of ~ city have been long very justly ce1P'" 

~ L 
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brated, and have afforded education to many distinguished 

persons, among5l whom the people of Perth, with infinite 

prulc, reckon James Crichton, whose wonderful endow .. 

ments, both of body and mind, obtained him the appella

tion of " the admirable Crichton," and ranked him 8S 

the wonder of h~s species, and the eloquent, learned, 

and refined Lord Mansfield, who, after obtaining at the 

British bar, by the invillcible powers of his oratory, the 

name of " the silver-tongued Murray," filled the digni

fied office of Chief Justice with a splendour of ability 

that will shed lustre upon his country for ages to come. 

Thc pupils at these seminaries are very numerous, and come 

from various parts of Great Britain and Ireland. The 

system of education, the skill of the masters, the salubrity , 
of the climate, the good morals of the peop1e, and the 

chcapness of provisions, contribute to render the schools of 

this town of the first consideration to parents in the disposal 

of thtir children. Perth presents another instance of the 

literary inclination of the Scottish people. It has a Littn'ary 

and Antiquarian Society, founded in 1784. 'I'here is a 

public nbrary; and there are also several excellent book

sellers' shops. One of the principal curiosities now relllltln-.. , 
iog il~ this town is St. John's Church; a very large and 

ancient structure, now divided into three churches, caned 

the East, the Middle, and the West Kirks. In this church 

John Knox preached an anima~ dilCOurse agai.08t the 
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idClJlatry of the Church of Rome. After the sermon, anrl 

when the most respectable citizens had retired to dinner, , 
an enthusiastic priest was indiscreet enough to prepare to 

celebrate Mass, which so inflamed those who had not 

retired, and those who returned to the spot upon hearing 

of it, that they attacked the priest, de,troycd his images 

and relicks, and, extending their rage to the neighbouring 

monasteries of the Gray and Black Friars, and the Car

thusians, nearly levelled them with the earth. Upon hear

ing of these outrages, Queen Mary dispatched an army of 

seven thousand men to subdue the insurgents; but both 

parties being of considerable strength, terms of accommo

dation were mutual1y offered and accepted. A treaty was 

signed, which the Queen, who, entered Perth in conse

quence of it, has the reputation of having broken, by intro

ducing French troops into the city after the Protestant forces 

had been dismissed. At this juncture, as Patrick Murray, 

one of the reformers, with his family, was viewing the 

French soldiers, as they marched into the town, from the - . 
balcony of their house, some of the troops fired several 

shots at the place, and killed llis son, a boy about eleven 

years old. When his dead body was pointed out to.the 

Queen, historians assert, that, such is the influence of 

religious hostility, she displayed the greatest want of 

feeling. The people of Perth again revolted: Knox 

once more inspired them with holy zeal against their 

2L~ 
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oppressors, and victory was on the side of the people. In 

the midst of the tumult the exasperated populace demo-
t 

lished the noble abbey and palace of Scone, whieh stood 

in the neighbourhoQd. These differences, and the advan

tages obtained against the religion of the Church of Rome, 

led to the final triumphs of the Refonnation. As soon 

as the people felt their power, they were not content with 

the mere toleration of their religion, but, headed by Knox, 

Willcocks, and others, men of vigorous minds and 

powerful pcr'l,nas}on, well suitf'o to the times in which 

they flourished, at length succeeded in making their 

worship the established religion of the kingdom. 

Gowrie-house, so celebrated in history, was, till vcry 
lately, standing. I ~aw merely the basement of some part 

of it, the remainder naving been pulled down the preceding 

summer, to make room for some other buildings. The wans 

of the part which remained are of a prodigious thickness. 

It was erected by the Countess of Huntley, in 1520, and 

in 1740 was presented by the magistrates to the Duke 

of Cumberland, who afterwards sold it to government 

fqr parracks. I t was famed for being the theatre of the 

Gowrie conspiracy, one of the most mysterious events 

in the annals of Scotland. 

As I have mentioned that the Duke of Cumberland w. 
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owner of this pile, it may not be unpleasant to my readers 

to peruse a ridiculous circumstance which occurred in this 

town, spon after the events which induced the magistralcs 

to present this house to the royal Commander. Robertson, 

of Strowan, whose poetical talent is well known, was, at 

an advanced age of life, the Chief of a Clan, at the head . 
of which he fought, in the unhappy conflict of 1745, 

against the royal troops at Preston Pans, who there sus
tained a signal defeat. The old Chieftain obtained for his 

share of the booty the calTiage of Sir John Cope, the COlll

lllander in Chief, which he drove as far as he could towards 

the district of Rannock; and when the roads became im

passable for the carriage, his vassals carried it into H.annock, 

where he began to examine its contcnts; and finding, 
• 

amongst othcr things, several \ rolls of a brown colour, 

which, as they were in a soldier's carriage, he concluded 

must be valuable specifics for wounds, he ordered th.enl to 

he sold in the streets of Perth, and his.. vassals went about 

crying, "Wha'll buy Jonny Cope's salve?" The salve 

proved upon trial to be rolls or chocolate. 

The bridge of Perth is a simple and elegant, but strong, 

structure, which opens a communication with different ~real 

roads of the kingdom; it was finished in 1771, by subscrip

tion. It was designed and executed by Mr. Smeaton. Its en

.tire length is nine hundred feet, and its breadth only twenty-
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two within the parapets: it is subject to obvious oqjections 

on that account; and its narrowness is such, that there is no 

foot-path on the northern side. The piers are founded ten 

feet beneath the bed of the river, upon oaken and beechen 

piles, and the stones laid in puzzalane, and cramped with 

iron. It has nine arches, of which the centre is seventy • 
• 

five feet in diameter. The sum of 26,oool. was expended 

on this noble and useful work. The Commissioners of For

feited Estates, by his Majesty's permission, contributed 

11,0001., Perth 2,oool., Royal Borough 5001., Private Sub

scribers 4,7561.; but, notwithstanding these liberal contri

butions, the building could not have been completed, had 
not the late Earl of Kinnou), who had retired from the 

tumult and cares of publi~ life, after having essentially 

served his country as a diplomatic representative, with 

great public spirit advanced the remaining sum required, 

and taken the tolls for a security. The debt thus contracted 

has since been discharged, and the toll abolished. 

The village of Bridgend. 'long time inconsiderable and 

neglected, has participated in the great public advantage 

derived from this structure, and is now a very flourishing . , 
appendage of the beautiful capital on the opposite shore. 

The environs of Perth afford many subjects for admira. 

tion. On the northern bank of the river, opposite to the, 
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Hill of Moncrief, is the towering Crag of Kinnou1. These 

two hills seem to be rivals in form and grandeur; between 

these the Tay winds with equal ni3;jesty and beauty, enli

vened by ships moving up and down, and reflecting on its 

bosom a series of neat cottages, handsome villas, gardens, 

rising woods, flourishing plantations, an~l rich waving corn

fields. Every point of view is at once picturesque, bappy, 

social, and civilized. A great part of this county abounds 

with the fossil treasures of nature. From the summit of 

Moncriet:'hill, turning eastward, may be seen the Frith of 

Tay, the rich Carse of Gowry, and the populous northern 

coast of }'ife; to the westward, Upper Strathern, and 8trath

Tay *. Wild heaths, and full-grown woods and cultivated 

grounds, banquet the eye witl~ contrasted character. The 

prospect from Kinnoul-hill, though less extensive, is 

thought to be more beautiful than from that of Moncrief. 

From the former, the eye, delighted, ranges over the vast 

plain of St.rathmere, the Grampian Mountains, the wind

ing" of the Tay, Perth and its gay environs, the coast 

of Fife, and the German Ocean. There are several hand-

• Slrath is an expression peculiar to the Highlands, and more parti&u111Jly 
applies to the North Highlands. From the great centricai mountains which 
run from south to north descend a. series of others in connection, and 
FUnning parallel to each other, towards the east and west seas; the openings 
between these parallel mountains are called Straths, and fOJID distinct 
dlluicta, and are generally watered by considerable meres, as Stratbtarn, 
Stratbmere, Strath-Tay, &.c. 
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some mansions to be met with in these excursions, the prin

cipal of which is Duplin-house, the seat of Lord KinDou1. 

The ride to Methven is also well worth the exertion of the 

traveller, particularly of the romantic wanderer, who, in 

this ramble, near to the bridge of Dalcrue, may 

" From rose nnd hawthorn shake the tear," 

upon the grave of Bessy Bell and Mary Gray, so celebrated 

ill Scottish song. The tradition which lovcs to dwell upon 

the mClllof), of these unfortunate young ladies relates that 

the father of Miss Bell was Laird of Kinvaid, in the neigh

bourhood of Lednoch ; that the girls were both very beautiful, 

and loved each other with all thc ardour of romantic friend

ship; that the plague brok'J out in 1666, when Miss Bell 

was visiting ~Iiss Gray, to escape the contagion of which 

they erected for themselves a bower, about three quarters of 

a mile west from Lednoeh-house, in a sec1uded spot, called 

Burn-braes, on the side of Brauchie-burn, where they re

sided in the happy society C!f each other ful' some time, tilJ 

at length the pestilence spreading with great fhTY, they im

bibed it from a young gentleman, who, with a liberality of 

love, somewhat uncommon, was enamoured of tQem both; 

and that in this sylvan asylum they perished, and were buried 

in another part of Mr. Gray's ground, called the DroD~ch 

fJaugh, at the foot of a brae of the same name, near the 

bank of the river of Almond. . 
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The staple manufacture of Perth is linen, which, it is 

said, was at first insensibly establish cd by scyeral itincraut 

merchants, who used to travel through the Highlands to 

Perth and its ~icinity, and, huving acquired some little 

property by their erratic enterprjse, at length settled as 

shopkeepers at Perth, and augmented the industry of the 

city by their little capitals and their e~perience. The 

linen manufacture was also not a little indebted to th£' 

trustees of the forfeited estates, (part of the rents of which 

were applicable to the improvements of the country,) who 

encouraged the culture of lint, and the spinning of lincn

yarn. The salmon-fisheries of the river arc very extensive. 

Fish packed in ice are sent to London every spring and part 

of the summer, and there used to be a considerable exporta

tion to the ports of the l\1editerr~nean. So abundant are 

the fisheries, that three thousand salmon have been caught 

in one morning, weighing altogether eight-and-forty thousand 

pounds. The cotton-manufactures arc also in a flourishing 

condition; and cotton-mills, bleach-fields, and print-fields, 

have been erected and formed in "Various situations in and 

adjoining to the city. The agricultural improvements of 

the country are coincident with the progress of its manufac-
• 

tures; and wheat, barley, and other kinds of grain, are 

annually exported to London and Edinburgh, to a large 

amou 11 t. Owing to the vicinity of the Highlands, manufac

tures of doe...skms and buck-skins have been also established; 

and tallo\v, be~s-wax, dressed sheep-skins, dressed and raw 

2M 
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calf-skins, and raw goat .. skins, are shipped fronl this 

place; boots, shoes, and gloves, are also manufactured 

in large q uantiti.es. Paper-mills too are established here. 

Much of the prosperity and opulence of Perth are traceable 

to those caust's whIch seldom produce any thing but desola

tion and poverty'. In those unhappy times of public broil, 

which so frequentlyoccurin Scottish history, this town was 

ocoosionally occupied by opposing armies, which rendered 

it a market fOr every necessary commodity. Dealers created 

capitals, and, by their pnldence and enterpri;.:e, laid the 

foundation of a11 the good fortune which has attended this 

city since the Union. 

• 
The prevailing religion ''is High Calvinism, and the places 

of worship are numerous. The inhabitants have a high 

character for sobriety and decorum of manners. Owing to 

the number of people of rank and respectability, in com

merce and trade, in the city and its vicinity, the streets are 

frequently enlivened with elegant equipages. The style of 

living is very handsome, and the ladies dress with eonsider .. 

able taste and fashion. On a Sunday I observed the 

philibeg worn, but not generaUy. The whole of this 

delightful place and its enVir()D8 strongly reminded me 

of the city of Bonn, on the left bank of the Rhine, 

l{nown in that romantic region by the name of " the 

Little PearL" 
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I inspected every part of the prison, which is su~ject 

to the objection of its having no court-yard, a defect 

in all the prisons of Scotland; but it is clean, well aired, 

and spacious, compared with the tolbooth of Edinburgh. 

The prison-allowance is poor. The felons were very 

few. The gaoler informed me that somc time since a 

young girl received sentence of death, • for somc rather 

heinous crime; and that, upon being pressed to petition to 

have her punishment commuted to transportation for fQur

teen years, the success of which was assured to her, she for 

a long time persisted in preferring death to banishment, and 

was at last, with great difficulty, prevailed upon to sue for 

the exchange, which was conceded to her in pity to her youth. 

The principal reason, I was afterwards informed, which 

induced her to prefer death to b~nishmcnt, amse from her 

having been told, what is the fact, that Government provides 

no means for the return of the convict sentenced to transpor

tation, after the expiration of the sentence, so that she, in 

all human probability, would be transported for life. This is 

a point highly deserving the attent;ion of Govemmeltt, whose 

faith ought not to be violated even with those who, for a 

perioo, have by their delinquency forleited all claims to its 

ordinary protection. In the front of this prison is the 1'01-' 

lowing whimsical inscription :-" This house loves peace, 

bates knaves, crimes punishetll, preserves the laws, and 

good me. aOD\OUretll." 
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~CONE-MONKISH PROPHECY-OMNIS TERRA-ROUND TOWERS-

THE CAHSE OF &OWRIE-FARM-S£&VANTS--DUNDEE-BOETHIUS 

-DR. JOHNSON-ADERBRO'I'HICK-THE ABBEY-MONTllOSE

D01\ h ol'TER-CASTLE-STONEHAVEN-A RERDEEN- EPIGRAM

'] HE 1\ EW BRIDGE - THE PIJ!.R - MARIs<'HAL COLLEGE-

DR. IH!:Al'T.lb-TJ:lE Pl"~ON-LUNATIC ASYLUM. 

BEFOHE I quitted Perth I visited Scone, a little village 

whidl stand~ about a mile and a half north of Perth, on the 

opposite side of the river', once famous for the royal palace 

which there, till very lately, gratified the curiosity of the 

traveller, ha\ing been the residence of the Scottish Kings, 

and the place where they were crown~d. The Abbey 1 

before mentioned also stood here. Upon the site, and I be

lieve upon the toundation,.of the palace of Scone, which was 

begun by the l~arl of GowrIe, and finished by Six,David 
Murra.y, a favourite of King James VI., a magnificent 

G\)thic mansion, of' It red stone, apparently from the same 

quarry .out of which the bridge was built, has been 'Com

menced and nearly finished by the present Lord Mansfield. 

~rhe &ituation of this princely structure.i8 ~""ite1.Y ine: Jit 
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is surrounded with plantations, the Tay finely meandering 

along the margin of the extensive lawn in 'which it stands, 

and the views in all ~irections, partirularly towards Perth, 

being very beautiful. Adjoining, in a correspoudmg gloom of 

yew and fir trees, is a lllau~oleum of the noble family of 

Stormont, composed, as I was informed, of part of the aisle 

of the ancient abbey. It appeared to 1lave been newly 

faced, and, if I remember correctly, was adorned with 

pinnacles. In this final depository I was informed tljere is 

a marble urn, containing the heart of a tc)reign lady, to 

whom Lord Stormont was first marned, who died abroad, 

and requested that this pledge of her love might rest in his 

family cemetery. Mr. Cant observes that this Abbey 

was " founded by Alexander I. A. D. 1114, and was dedi .. 

cated to the rrrinity and l\fichael the Archangel. Our Kings 

were accustomed to be crowned here; and here the fatal 

marble chair in which they were crowned was kept, which 

was sent by Edward Longshanks to Westminster, where it 

still remains. Edward is supposed to have removed it to 

counteract an ancient prophecy,. conceived in the following 

monkish lines:-

(t l\jj fal1it fatum, Scotj quocunque locatum, 

Invenienl Japidern, regnare tenentur ibidem. 

H Unless old prClphecies and words are vain, 
Where'er this stone IS found the Scots shall reign.' 

A prediction which the accession of James VI. to the 

English throne was thought to have consummated. There 
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is a small eminence near the house, called generally Boot;.. 

hilI, aud by some writers Omnis Terra, or E\rery Man's 

Land: the tradition is,.that, at a coronation, each person who 

wished to see it brought his boots full of earth, which he 

emptied, and raised a little mound, which enabled him, on 

his own land, to sec the ceremony. It is probable that Boot

hin is a corruption of Moot-hill, or the Hill of Meeting; and 

amongst the Highlanders it is known to this day by the 

name of Tom-a-~fhord, or the Hill of Justice. 

Sudden indisposition, and the time which I lost in conse

quence, prevented me from seeing the Tower of Abernethy, 

in the town of that name, near the confluence of the Earn 

and Tay, distant, as I was informed, about 10 miles from 

Perth. There is only anofuer building of the same kind in 

Scotland, viz. at Brechen. However, from the description 

given of both by se\reral tourists, I should think they do 

not differ from the round towers which I saw at Glendaloch, 

and other places in Ireland. 

I have seldom quitted any place with more reluctance 

than I did Perth. Soon after I had left it, I entered the 

Catse of Gowrie, the pride of the Scotch, and the admira. 

tion of every tourist. It is a long ~ narrow plain, extending 

nearly from Perth to Dundee, about sixteen. miles along the 
nortb6l'n shore of the. Tay, and is bounded on the north by 

the Sidlaw and other hills, rwhich, shelteriag. it loom tW 
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quat"ter, afford to it a climate benign and favourable to vege

tation. ffhis vast and fertile plain, from being naturally a 

barren sand along the sea-shore, is ~omposed of the finest 

soil, washed by heavy rains, which fall near the sources 

of the Tay, the Earn, the Gary, and the 'rummel, from 

t.he Highlands; the naked summits of whose moun

tains exhibit every evidence of the spoliation. The fer

tility of the artificial soil thus deposited is ex tplOrdinary . 

There the English traveller will see English agricultural 

instruments and English farming almost every where 

. adopted. As I approached Dundee, the Tay presented 

a magnificent expansion, and rendered the surrounding 

scenery of prodigal luxuriance exquisite beyond descrip

tion. The mountains of the Highlands seem to have dis

robed themselves to adorn thes~ banks of the Tay, that, 

as it rolls along, every o~ject may correspond with the 

majesty of its waters. 

In the rural economy of this enchanting district, and in , 
JIlany parts of the Highlands, }t is worthy of observation 

that the farm-servants are not admitted into the farmer's 

. family, but have a separate house, adjoining to the out

offices, where they reside. Besides their wages, they lfave! 

certain allowances of oatmeal, and money for salt; they 
'" have also an English pint of sweet milk, or double the 

quantity of butter .. milk, to breakfast, dinner, and supper. 

"Be fivmer also affords tbem fuel. Thus, whilst the Carse 
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resembles Arcadia in beauty, the simple food of her swains 

is Areadian too. Pork and bacon, which used to be disgust

ing to the palate of ad-lighlander, form a greater portion 

of the food of the peasant here than in any other part of 

Scotland. The farmers in this district are v~ry opulent 

and wen informed. The road to Dundee is very good, 

from which many bye-roac.!s communicate with the different 

villages. its neighbourhood. 

Dundee is a fine town, the most considerable in Forfar

shire. The houses are 1Juilt of stone, the streets are wen 

paved, and the market .. place is a spacious square, from 

which the streets branch out; the shops arc very re

spectable, and appear to be well supplied with every 

useful and ornamental ~rticle. The town-house, which 

stands ilJ the market-place, is a handsome edifice of stone, 

erected in 1734, having a neat spire, one hunured and 

forty fert high. TlIe upper story is allotted to the prisons, 

which, on account of their elevation, are well ventilated 
~ 

and secure, and the lowt!r rooms contain the Guildhali, 

the Court-room, &c. 'fhe principal structure, amongst the 

teligious houses, is St. Andrew's Church, which has an elt-. ~ 

gant spire, and, what is a great rarity in such buildings in 

Scdtlanct, a fine peal of belts. 

Tile harbour is most 1l:dvan'tageous}y .situated for ·com

merce: it has been greatly improved under ,the libenil 
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care of the magistrates: vessels of the largest burden 

can have free access to it. At Dundf'e the Tay is 

three miles wide; but, being so ,,.ell sheltered by high 

land, horses can cross it, at any time, in ferries t.hat ply 

on either side. I n consequence of the flourishing state 

of commerce the town is very opulent; and too 11111ch 

praise cannot be bestowed on the liberal and active spirit of 

~he magistrates to render it worthy of the emi"ncnt local 

advantages which it possesses. The staple manufacture of 

the town is linen; and a great deal of canras or sail-cloth, 

sack-cloth, and cotton bagging, is Illade h('re. Tl}('re art' 

also several rope-manufactories. In this place the dying of 

linen-yarn is brought to a greater degree of perfection than 

any where else in Great Britain, and afii..}rcis employ for 
\ 

several thousand persons. The salmon-fisheries on the 

Tay are also very productivf". This town particularly has 

at various eras experienced the ravages of war, during 

the troubles of Charles and the usurpation of Cromwell. 

At the time when General l\lonk carried it by storm, 

so great were its riches, in consequence of the neighbour

ing gentlemen having brought their moveable wealth 

into it as a place of security, that every private soldier in 

the General's army had 60l. sterling for his share of the 

spoils, which were conv.eyed in sixty vessels to l~ngland. 

'fhe celebrated Wallace was educated here; and Hector 

Boece, or Boetbius, the historian, was born here in 1470, 

~ N 
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and studied with great success in the University of Paris, 

wherc hp fc)rmeu a la~ting and honourablc friendship wilh 

Erasmus. In 1500 he fwas recalled to Aberdeen by I~ishop 

.Elphingston, who made him Principal of that university. 

Althou.gh his fricnd ErUbnlUS has said of him that he 

knew not ",bat it' was to make a lie, it appears tolerabJy 

t.'vident that he had a strol1g propensity to fiction. 

Dr. Johnson thus elegantly ~pcaks of him; " The style of 

Boethius, though perhaps Bot always rigorously pure. is 

ft)rmcd wIth great diligence upon ancient models, and whoJly 

1llliufected with monastic barbarity. His history is written 

with eloquence and \'igour, but his filbu]ousne~t; and crc

dulity are justly blamed. The fabulousllCSS, if he was the 

author of the fiction, is a
l 
fault for which no apology can 

be made; but his credulity may be excused in an age 

when all meu were credulous. Learning was then rising in 

the wodd: but ageb so long accustomed to darkness were 

too much dazzled with its light to sec any tlling di5.tiuctly. 

The Jlrst race of scho]ar~ in the fifteenth century, and 

SOUlC time afier, were for the most part learning to speak 

ratber than to think, and were therefore more st.udious of , 
elegance than truth. 'fhe co temporaries of Boethius 

thought it sufficient to know what the ancients had deli

vered. The examination of tenets and of facts was re .. 

served for another generation." 
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Dundee was also the place of lIati \' ity of the late gaf

lant Lord Duncan. This town, lik~ Perth, dispiays a strong 

passion for litera.ture and educahon. Besides a public 

grammar-schoo], it has English schools, in which, under 

ahle masters, the ll~eful and elegant branches of lcurniuCT 
c .~ 

are taught. The inm; are good here. The JJeighbourhood 

is adorned with many neat ano clcgalll \'iUas, which e),.

hibit the opulence of the town and the refinement of tht' 

inhabitants. The population is c"timated at upwhrds or 
twenty-six thousand perSOllS. 

How singular is it, that, ill passing through so fine a towo. 

Dr. Johnson should only ha\(' noticed it by ouserr

jllg, " ,Yc stopped awhile at Dundce. where I remember 

nothing remarkable," But pel1mps the melancholy Im

mour in which he left the University of Sf.. Andrew's, when 

the naturally morbid gloom of his mind appl'urs to have 

assumed a darker hue fJ:Olll JlUying contemplated, as he ha~ 

phrased it, " a college alienated, and a dmrch profaned," 

was too settled to admit of his feeling and commemoratillg 

the charms of a gay, graceful, and flourishing city. 

The' road to Abroath, or Aberbrothick, will sadly-Jose 

by a comparison with that which I had left hehind, and I 

met with nothing to enter in my journal till I reaehed that 

town, WhlCh is of a tolerable size, and stands upon a small 

2 N 2 
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plain, III an amphitheatre formed by a small ridge of hills .. 

The harbour, which is small, but commodious, is entirely 

artil~('ial, and formed py piers, which afford protection to 

vessels when thcy are not able to make any other port. 

At spring-tides, which rise here fifteen feet, ships of twO' 

hundred tons, and, at ordinary tides, ships of one hundred 

t(lflS, can be aum'itted. This harbour is protected by a 

small neat battery, which originated from an attack made 

on the town, during the American war, by a privateer. 

But what are l1IU~t altractive to a traveller in this place 

arc the ruins of the monastery, which excite a high im

pression of the magnificence of this venerable pile, in its 

perfect state. It was founued by ''''illiam the Lion, in 

1] 78, and dedicated to trle celebrated Primate, Thomas 

a-13ecket. The monks were of the Tyronesian order, from 

Kelso. The last ~bbot was Cardinal Beaton, who re

sembled 'Volsey in power and splendour. The buildings 

of this religious establishment were enclosed in a wal1, and 

must have covered a considerable extent of ground. The 

abbey was built of a red stone, found in the neighbourhood, 

unfortunately very friable. l?rom its picturesque remains, it is 

t!vidtnt that it must have originally possessed luueh beauty 

of architecture and sculpture; bu l time and religious phrensy 

seem to h.ave overturned its solid towers, shattered its graceful 

cQlu01ns, and unroofed its Gothic cloisters with peculial' 
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avidity, and with a more than ordinary sweep of desolation. 

I may be permitted to mention how I found myself aCCOTll

modated here, as ] have before dUlll., and throuO'hout shall o 

continue to do; because an idea has gone forth in my 

own country, that, upon quitting ]~dinburgh, the traveller 

can seldom meet with comfort in any other part of Scot

land but at the hospitable dwc1lings of r>rivate individuals 

to whom he may he introduced: the principal inn at this 

place is excellent. The trade of this place is considerable, 

consisting chiefly of osnaburgs, brown linen, and sail

cloth. 

The road to Montrose, the next stage, is barren of beauty. 

The town is very neat and handsome, and singularly situated 
\ 

Oil a peninsula foruwd by the rivers of the South and North 

Esk, and the German Ocean: the harbou1' is not easy of ac

cess. but will admit vessels of large burden. The principal 

manufactures arc linen, yarn, and thread, sheeting and sail

cloth, and rope-works. Tanning is also carried on; and there 

is a considerable fishery on the coast. This town is inhabited 

by many genteel persons of independent fortune, who natu

rally impart to the place a spirit of gaiety and refinement. 
.. ' 

It has a theatre and assemblies. Some of its public buildjngs 

are very respectable in appearance. The episcopalian 

spirit of Dr. Johnson was roused and delighted here by 

visiting the English chapeJ, and contemplating an organ in 

it. It has also public schools~ an ho~pital, and a. large 
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pu hlie library. 'The bridge oyer the Soutb Esk i~ handsOlllf'. 

The Pt'eknder slept hel'e on the 13th of February, 1716, 

the night hefo1'(, he ot}t'cted his f'scape to France. The 

populat 1011 consists of ahout bye thousand persons. 

In Illy way to Aberdeen fl'OIll J\1ontrose, along the ~('a

coast, I pabsl'd tlirough the towns of St. Cyrus, Denholm, 

Inverbcrric, and Stonchavell. The ruins of Donnotter-castk, 

vcry ncar Stotlf'haven, the property ()f .Mr. Keith, of Ua

y{'hitonc, are very anciCllt. The rock upon which tlH'y stand 

is divided from the main land by a deep chasm. TIefc)rf' 

the USf' offirf'-arms thi~ ('a~tle was considered so impregnable, 

that, in lGG}, the I'f'galja of Scotland was deposited in it, 

for protection fi'om the English army. }'rom 1\1ontrosc, 
( 

Stonehavcn is prt'ttdy situated, und well adapted fe))' 

commeref'. The harbour is ~ood and safe. Its manu

factures are sail-cloths, osuuburgs, brown linclls, twist, 

worsted and thread stockings. Ncar the town is a new 

village', (built by Mr. Barcla.y, of U rie, a vC'ry worthy 

gentleman,) called also ·Stonehaven. From this place 

to Aberdeen the road ii very good. Dull succeSSIve 

prospects of sterility without grandeur, and culti\'atioll 

wiihout gaiety, an absence of peasantry and trees 011 

one side, and an interminable ocean on the other, pre

vented the eye fronl administering much gratification to 

the mind, and made me feel, with considerable emotion, 

my dependence upon Nature for some of my ha'ppiest 
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eujoymeuts. Deeply did I regret that I had not taken au

other route; and lllore so, for the sake of Scotl()ud, that 

110swell had not conducted his illllstri~H1S companion tllrough 

parts of his country better calculated to softt'll the rigour 

of his pn:judiccs. J]()WeH~r, tlit' accollllllodation.., all tll(' 

way arc good, 

. 
After a long and tedious route, I was refreshed by ~ecillg 

the capital of Aberdeell!:lbire open UpOll me; and I Cll

tl'l"eJ it with the fedings of 011C who had escaped from 

sccnt'''\ lw would wish never to reviSIt. 

As I entered N ('w A Iwnkt'll, 1 beheld, alll()II~.,t the first 

ol~j('ds, thc active and liberal baud of illlprorl'lllcnt bd()l'(.~ 

Ille, and on every sid~'. 

1 wa:') the bearer of letters to ~lajor-(jcn('ral1\Iacdollald, 

the Commander of the district (whose lnilitary ~l ... ill and gal

lant ry in the Low Countries and in 11011a uti wOllld dcrlve no 

additional lustre from any cU10gi.Ulll of millc), anu to otlwr 

gentlemen, who received me with characteristic politl'lles:, 

and attention. After having seclIl'cd rooms at an ex('cllcut 

hotcJ, in my walks through this lCafllf'U and cl'Jl'brateo ,-.. it) 

I was much gratified oy observing that the 5treets WCf(, spa

cious, and the houses in general very handsome, being for the 

Inost part built of the same sort of granite a~ that with 

which the streets of London are paved; it is dug from a. 
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dty, and can answer no purpose that I could discover 

but to attract the attention of the Hghtning. Thi~ brjdge 

was designed by Mr. 1'1homas F1etcher, of Aberdeen, 

engtneer. 

A more important but not so elegant. a public ,vork i ... 

the pier, close to the town, at the mouth of the river Dcc ; 

it well descf\rcs the attention of the traveller. Thc har

bour of Aberdeen is naturally what is called u Bar 1 Iarhour, 

in consequence of the easterly and north-eastcrly storms 

forming a ridge of sand at the mouth of it, which at low tide 

is seldom covered with water more than three fect dccp. 

};'rcquent and dreadful used to be thc shipwrecks of v{'s"el~ 

l'Idillg at anchor in the roads in foul wf'utlH'l', until the 

flow of tide emtblcd them to find protection in the 

harbour. Aftcr many inefiectllal efforts to rClllo\'e so de

structive an evil, the spirit and munificence of the town 

have triumphed over the dIfficulties of nature, and ll1ldcl' 

the direction of the celebrated 1\11'. Smcaton, and at an 
• 

expense of upwards of 20,0001., a pier one thousand two 

hundred feet ill length, gradually increabing in thickness 

and height as it approaches the sea, where thc hen~d C! ... 

rounding is 'Sl",-1'i;t,et dia.meter at the basp, and the perpen

tlicula.t, ;elevation tb~,..eight. feet~ has been C'rectcd on the 

nott\\~4e or fl.e b.rbOur; the e:l;pen~ 1)f this is defrayed 

by ~ lithe _l't.ktl'..(lues. The wbole is of granite; 

~o 



TUE pu~n. .281 

<'1ty, and can answer no purpose that I ('ould di~cover 

but to attract the atteption of the lightning. Thic; brl(l~t' 

was designed by ~1:r. 'fhomas F1ctcher, of Aberdeen, 

engtneer. 

A more important but not so elegant. a public work i ... 

the pier, close to the town, at the mouth of the river Dec; 

it well deserves the attention of the truvcller. The har

bour of Aberdeen is naturally what is caBed a Bar Harbour, 

in consequence of the easterly and north-eastcriy ~torml'! 

forming a ridge of sand at the mouth of it, which at low tide 

is seldom corered with ,Yater more than three ft'et del'p, 

Frequent and dreadful n~cd to be the '3hipwrcck.., of vcs')c1~ 

l'Iding at anchor in the road::, in foul w('ather, until the 

flow of tide enabled them to find protcction ill the 

harhour. After many ineffectual efforts to rcmove '}o de

structive an evil, the ~pirit and munificence of thc town 

have triumphed over the dIfficulties of nature, and under 

the dil'cction of the celebrated l\Ir. Smeaton, and at an . 
expense of upwards of 20,000/., a pier one thousand two 

hundll!d feet in length, gradually increasing in thicknctols 

and height as it approaches the sea, where the hefl(l c:,::. 

rounding i& uty f~ diameter at the base, and the pcrpen

dieulat' mevation tbirtf-eight feet, h,u$ been ('r(~cted on the , 
nortl'*ftide &f t.'tlb batbour; the e~peale or( this is defrayed 

" 
by ~ ,tlte _bQarl~d'Ues. The whole is uf granite; 

20 
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and some of the outside stones of this mighty pIece of 

masonry are above three tons weight, with hewn beds: 

there arc now seventeen fathoms at low water a little to 

the ~outh of the bar, and from eigl1t to nine fatllOUls at 

the harbour's mouth, where there were formerly but a few 

feet. 

New Aberdeen is chiefly celebrated for the Marischal 

College and U nivcl'sity, situated in Broad-street, founded and 

t'IHlowed hy Gcorgf', Earl 1\1arischal of Scotland, in 159:3. 

I t is a large sombre pile, and contains, bl'sidcs lccturc

rooms for the different classes, the public schools for con

ferring of degrees, a COllllllon hall, thc library, a small 

museum of natural history and antiquities, and' un ohserva

tory well furnished with a very valuable astronomical appa

ratus. The govE'rnrncllt of this learned ('stabJishrnent con

sists of a principal, three professors of philosophy, one of 

eli r illity, and others for mathematics, chemistry, medicine, 

and oriental languages; and, there are many bursaries for pOOl' 

~tudcnts. A bursar is a student, who, for a certain number 

of years, enjoys a small exhibition or allowance, calJed ill 

.sco,land a bursar, or bursary. A student who has no bur

sary is, with a similar misapplication of the word, as it is 

used in these times at Aberdeen, called a libertine. This 

college owes not a little of its lustre to the character and 

literary produetions of the late truly amiable and elegant 
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Dr. Beattie, who, from having been usher to the grammar

schoo) at Aberdecn, was most honourably elevated to the 

chair of moral philosophy in this '('ollege. Amongst the 

numerous works of this distinguif:lhed writer, his Minstrel, 

and his Essay on the Nature and Immutability of Truth, 

are entitled to pre-eminence. 1)0('t ry never had a more . 
delicate and feeling votary, nor religion a more acute and 

fervid apostle. His refined modesty acted upon his rich 

and cultivated mind as a fine vcil upon a beautiful face, 

increasing the charms which it rather covered than con

cealed. The piety of his Sovereign, captivated with the 

eloquence of the holy advocate, sought for the pleasures of 

personal conversation with him. Dr. Beattie had the pccu

liar honour of an interview with their M ajcsties, unre

strained hy the harassing f()]'ms and depressive splendour of 

a court, who paid the most tlattcrill,~ compliments to hi~ 

hallowed labours, and mort' suhstantially rewarded them 

with a pension. Such an application of resourses derivf"d 

by a beloved Monarch from a ,loyal people resembles, as 

was once observed upon a memorable occasion, the sun. 

which extracts moisture from the t.'arth, to replace it in 

refreshing dews. The writings and life of this unblemij;hcd~ 

man coincide with pure design and perfect execution. ...'111 

that he inculcated he practised. He arrested thc thoughtless, 

he fixed the wavering, he confirmed the good. His domestic 

~orrow& were great and many; his philosophy, however, was 

202 
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of a divine nature, and he submitted to them with a resig

nation which secllled to be derived fi'om Heaven, where he 

i~ gone to nlinglc with • the spirits of the good and great, 

who prect'ued him in their flight to i mmortalit.Y. 

The Scnutus A('ucicmiclls of l\farischal College consists 

of the folJowillg Ul~;mbcr8 :---

Right Han. Lord AUCKLAND, Chancellor. 
Alex. Baxter, E<;q. Rector. 

\Villiam L. Brown, Principal.--PSIIr'JO, tlte Crown. 
\V. L. Brown, Divinity. Town of Aberdeen . 

• lames Kidd, Orientnl Languages. Sir Alex. Rambay. 
'V. Li vi ngstone, MedicllH'. Crown • 

. lohn Stuart, Gieck. DiaD. 
(j(·o. Glenni<" Moral Phil: and Logic. Ditto. 
Hub. Hamilton, 1\aLUral Philusopby. Ditto . 

• fa. Beattlt', Natural History. Dillo. 

Patrick Copland, Mat helJ1atics. Town of Aberdeen . 
George Frencb, ChYlIlbtry. College. 

Jll the market~place, which is a handsome oblong squarc, 

i!, the town-Lonse, with a handsome spire; and adjoining this 

is the tolbootb, a gloomy square builUing, about one hundred 

and twent) feet high, ill tbe tower of which there is a depot 

of small arms, and the fragments of a maidcu, or guillotine. _ r 

'Vhilst the city is receiving so many embellishments, it 

woulJ be well if the magistrates would erect another gaol 

in the room of the present one. The chanlbers, or rather 

dungeons, of this gloolny abode, everyone of which 1 
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inspected, are small, confined, badly "entilated, and loath

some. Some of those miserable beings, wbo lllily be de

stined to the rigours of cOllfin('u}('ut" in this t()wn, may here

after find accolUlllodatiolls f'qualJy ~('curf' and more healtlJy 

in the bridewpll which is bui]din~ ill its vIcinity: hut as the 

town must, I presume, ha\'e a tolhooth f~)r tllf' ::Iaf<' l'ur.;tody 

of criminals committed fe)}' trial, or punishment of very 

serious offences, a trdveller may he permitted to submit, 

with deference, his f( chugs upon the sllbject, to the humane 

and enlightened magistracy of this town; not Joubting 

that when their re~ources will admit, when other difficulties, 

which perhaps at present ohstruct their intentions, are 

removed, they will consider, that, by restraining the persons 

of those who v ioJate the laws, the legislature ner{'}' intf'lldeo 

that they should incur the buperaddeo misery of disease 

and si('kne~s. 

That there is a great share of humanity as well as 

liberality in the town is ev!dent from the number of 

asylums for the sick and infirm which it contains, amongst 

which the Lunatic Hospital, built and principally supported 

by subscription, and very properly removed about a.. mi!~~ 

from the town, deserves attention for its neatness and 

order, and the excellent treatment of the unfortunate 

objects confined within its walls. Dr. Dyce, physician to 

this hospital, has tried an experiment upon some of the 
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patients, 111 violent" cases, which has been attended with 

temporary success. He has had a machine like a pump 

made, into which the maniac is shut, and so closely confined, 

in a n erect position, as not to be able to move, in which 

state water is pumped upon his bare head. The terror 

produced by this, process has, 1 believe, never failed to 

subdue the paroxysm, and to render the patient much 

milder and more rational. The patients have spacious 

grounds to walk in; the violent are separated from the 

convalescent, a.nd their rooms were remarkably clean 

and comfortable. The whole had that neat and sprightly 

appearance which I should conceive so necessary to sooth 

and gradual1y restore the mind suflering under the heaviest 

visitation of the Almighty. 

The bridewell, as far as I could judge, wi1l, when 

finished, in some degree resemble that at Edinburgh: it. 

was constructing of the granite I have had occasion to 

mention before, which is aln~lOst the only mineral production 

of Aberdeenshire, Rnd with whkh, either upon the surface 

or in quarry, the county abounds. This stone has a tendency 

40 split only in one direction, and the common masons 

know how to split it into blocks, and they afterwards cut 

it, although astonishingly hard, ,vith uncommon skin and 

dexterity., The chippings are found very good for Toads. ' 
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TRADE OJ.' NBW ABERDEEN-MANIH'ACTUHES-SJlIPPING-LAN D 

VALUABLE - DR. JOHNSON'S ILLIBERAltITY - INFIRMARY -

MEDICAL SOCIETY - LITERARY CHARACTERS - THE ATHE

NJ[.UM.-OLD ABERDEEN - JURISDIC'l'lON OF MAG1S'I'RA.TES

THE SHERIFF'S COURT-SOCIETY OF ADVOCATES IN ABERDEEN 

-KING'S COLLEGE - DISTINGUISHED CHARACTERS - DA NI~1l 

ANECDOTE. 

An ERD EEN, in regard to population and trade, is reckoned 

the third town in Scotland. The number of inhabitants, by 

the last census, was computed at twenty-se,'en thousand; 

but it has been increasing very rapidly for some years past, 

and at this time it is supposed to contain at least thirty 

thousand inhabitants. Its trade is very various, and pretty 

extensive. The imports, as far as the difficulties of the 

present war will admit, are chiefly from the Baltic, Arch-
• 

angel, Holland, and America: thc articles brought from 

these places are mostly such as are calculated for 

manufacturers. There is, at present, very little .. exPQxt, 

direct from this town, but its manufactures arc circulated 

through the whole island, and part of them exported from 

other places. The principal article of export is worsted 

stockings, knitted on wires, which, at a former period, this 
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placc sClll into Germany and IIol1and in very great quan

tities; ilHlf'rd it at one limc slIpplicd a great part of 

the COlltin<.'llt with this' article, through the medium of 

Holland, and it teJrmed a very rxtcnsive and profitable 

1 rafflc hoth 1'JI' the nHtnl1f~l('tu]'ers and the indubtrious 

females in the ('ol1l,1try all round, hy the latter of whom 

thc'se stockings wcre Wl'Ollb'ht. Since the commencement 

of the presen t \Va r, llO we \'('r, this trade lias suffered very 

much, and j" now almost totally annihilated, owing 10 

the very SC"'('l'C rc'>trictions 11l'on our interconr:-:c with the 

Continent: what little, therefore, is done in this way at 

present, is mcrely what is required in Britaiu itsf'lf; and 

the artide or 1 hi" kind madc f()f hOUle ronSlllll ption is 

HlllCh finf'l' than that usually sent to the Contincnt, and 

indced much higher priccd than stockings madl' on framcs, 

tIl(' consequel\ce of which is, that hut very f(·w compara

tively of kllitted stockings are required. 

The principal manufactures in Ahcrdeen at present 
• 

eonsist of cottons and linens, variolls descriptions of which 

al'e made in great perfection, and ill vNy considerable 

'(+LHlIlti~if'S; there are a1"10 several very extensive manufac

tories of white and coloured threads, for v.'hich articles 

A berdeen has been long famous. One house, of very great 

extent, embraces the manufacture of threads, linens, duck~ 

and sall cloth, and this indeed may be justly reckoned the 
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largest manufactory in the north of Scotland: there are 

some very large mills belonging to it 011 the fin: .. Don, ill 

the neighbourhood of the town, where their yarns are spun 

and twisted by machinery, and where their bleaching is 

carried on; their weaving is done partly in the town and 

suburbs, but chiefly in the country around, where they 

have looms in almost every town and village to the dist.ance 

of forty or fifty miles. In short, to give some idea of the 

extent of this manufactory, it may be sufiieient to remark 

that it employs from seven to eight hundred weavers, and the 

number of hands engaged ill its various departments may 

be some thousands, consisting of bot.h sexes, and almost 

of every age. 

Though this is by far the most extensive, there are two 

other thread-manufactories of no inconsiderable note, 

besides several inferior ones. J n cottOll goods, too, the 

manufacture of this place is very considerable. There are 

t.wo principal cotton-works, to one of which is attached 

a print-field. The mills belonging to this latter are also 

situated on the river Don, and are perhaps the second, 

if not the first, in point of extent, in Scotland: hcre the 
"-

yarn is spun and twisted by water machinery, and here 

also the bleaching and printing is carried on. The produc~ 

of thi, manufactory is sold throughout aU Scotland and 

El1gland, and the concern has for several years proved 

2 p 
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)'ery useful to the public,. and very lucrativ,e to, its·, 

spirited proprietors. 

The next considerable work of this nature is managed 

by a steam-engine; and, though of late establishment, 

promises also great utility and prosperity. It is. chiefly, for 

the present, cOllfin~d to the manufacture of sail-yarns, and 

of plain goO{i!-;; but it is yet in its infancy, ano wiIJ,. 

perhaps, soon extend its limits, as wen as its variety of. 

manufactures. There arc several smaller manufactories of 

cotton goods, of various killd~, the produce of which is 

sold in the town and neighbourhood. In this place there 

are many other pretty con~iderabIe concerns,. such as 

breweries, tanneries, soap and candle works, and two 

founderies; also a coach-manufactory, where travelling 
\ 

"chides of all descriptions are made in. a very neat style. 

One very C01,1sidcrabJe branch of trade here is fishing;_ 

by which a great deal of 'money has been realised; it 

consists- chiefly in salmon 'and, herrings. for curing. Very 

great quantities of salmon are caught and cured here 

_annually, and sellt to the London market; the gentlemen 

concerned in this trade, besides the fisheries abolit Aberdeen, 

have others at different places in the neighbouring counties., 

from which they also send to London', ev:ery, year· very 

considerable quantities. This trade has. proved a. source 
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()f unexpected and almost inexhaustible wealth to the 

adventurers. Some gentlemen here have herring-fi"herics 

in the Murray Frith and :Frith of. Ji'orth, by which tlwy 

occasionally draw great profits. 

There is a very considerable tonnage of shipping belonging 

to the port of Aberdeen, con~isting of ,;esse)s from forty or 

fifty to seven or eight lJUuured tons, most of wliich are 

built at the port_ and one ship was lately built here of 

nine hundred tons. 

The shipping is very variously employed, some of it iu 

Government service, some in the foreign trade direct with 

Aberdeen itse)f~ some with other places, and the rest 

in the coasting trade, which, considcring the si~e of the 

town, employs a very great part. 1·'or the supply and 

equipment of the shipping, there are also sc\'cral manu

factories of cordage and sail-cloths. 

An acre of land here is worth double the reut of all 

acre in the neighbourhood of London, owing to the 

absence of poor-rates. 

It is also celebrated for pickled pork, with which the 

Dutch used formerly to victual their East-India vessels 

and ships of war. Aberdeen also has great reputation for 

2. p 2. 
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the excellence of its salt and fresh butter. Boswell 

mentions that Dr. Johnson laughed heartily upon being 

informed that Cromwell's soldiers taught the Aberdeen 

people to make shoes and stockings, and to plant cab

bages. 'Vhoercr thus informed the melancholy sage must 

ha\'c been in a grcat error indeed. Aberdeen is a place of 

grf'at antiquity, and has for a long pcriod of time carried on 

an extensive intercourse with various parts of the Continent 

of Europe, which doubtless would have imparted to her 

enterprising natives the discover'y of such primary comforts 

long before that period, had they not arisen, as amongst 

their southern brethren, with the gradual progress of 

('ivi1ization. The freedom of the city was conferred upon 

Dr. Johnson, and this seems to have been the only derisive 

remark he made upon the people of Aberdeen. 

The infirmary, or hospital, in Aberdeen, is visited by 

two respectable physicians, under whom several young men 

attend; and in this way the youth have almost every variety 

in practice to exemplify the 'private instructions of the phy-

1;icians. ffhere is no professed school of medicine in Aber

deen; but though this be wanting, the medical professors-

in Aberdeen have long borne a distinguished character. 

This is cC)ufirmed in a great degree by the number of young 

men who study Dledicin6 in Aberdeen.. Many studen.tlS 
from England frequent Aberdeen. 
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There is also a Medical Society, supported by the fltu

dents. By their contributions books are prilwipally pur

chased; and it is now supposed. to be a matter of the 

first importance to get entered as a TIlpmber in this society, 

for the benefit of the library, which is very extensive. 

The students likewise have many other advantages -in this 

society, from discourses which they deliver, and by tllf' 

comments which such discourses draw forth. 

In Aberdeen there are upwards of twenty clergymen, 

including those in th(' established church and £>piscopalian 

chapels, as well as sectaries. 

Very few of these clergymen are authors, though most of 

them are distinguished for their erudition and intelligence. 

Dr. Brown, Principal of Marischal College, and one of the 

ministers of the established church, is thought to be an 

eloquent preacher, and an animated speaker in th£> General 

Assembly. He is author of a volume of Sermons, an 

Essay on the Natural Equality of Man, and a Poem on 

Sensibility. Besides these, he has published several small 

tracts and single sermons, and a new edition of Leland's ... .. 
View of Deistical Writers, with an excellent appendix. He 

succeeded Dr. Campbell, who wrote in opposition to Burne 

on Miracles. This writer is wen known to the literary world; 
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the general characteristic of his writings seems to be great 

vigour and acuteness of intellect. 

Mr. Cadincr, of St. Paul's Chapel in Aberdeen, (an English 

chapel,) has lately published a Tour through Ceylon. He 

succeeded Mr. Alcock in this chapel, who, as a preacher, 

wa.s one of the first order. His sermons were finely con

ceived, uniformly composed with neatness, and in many 

instances with peculiar felicity of diction. 

}~ishop Skinner, of the Scots Episcopal Church in Aber

deen, is author of a book called Primitive Truth. It is 

principally in vindication of the episcopal establishment. 

He writes several other small tracts, and is assisted by his 

S011, 1\1.r. Wil1iam Skinner, a graduate of Oxford, who is 

considered as a very excpUent preacher. 

The litcrary:cilaracters of Aberdeen are many, though 

there are not many authors. The booksellers are very 

numerous, and monthly supply the town and country 

with most of the books of character, as they appear in 

London. All the periodical publications are wideJy disse

nrinat6d about Aberdeen; and, in conjunction with the 

L,o,ndon newspapers, diffuse a very' general intel1igence 

aJl:l.ong all classes. Indeed the information which may be 
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acquired here by literary people, is, !1l almost every 10" 

stance, little inferior to London; for, independently of 

the foregoing means, there is l:\ lit.erary establishment 

upon an extensive scale, caUeu the Athena'uTll, superin

tended by Mr. Brown, bookseller, and of which he is 

principal proprietor, where all the London newspapers, 

four days after they appear in London, and most of the 

periodical publ,eations, and lllany political tracts, are taken 

10. This place is well attended, and contributes to add to 

the general intelligence which pervades the people of this 

part of Scotland. 

There is a very extensive circulating library, containing 

many thousand volumes, and constantly enlarged by the 

new, publications, with a liberality and taste which do 

eredit to the proprietor. 

As far as my opportunities admitted, the society here 

seemed to display the elegance of refinement, and the 

luxury of opulence. 

Old Aberdeen is about a mile to the northward of the 

New rrown, at the mouth of the river Don. This town IS 
comprehended under the parish of Oldmacbar, as New 

Aberdeen is under the parish of St. Nicholas. The ma-
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gistrates of the one town have no connection with the other; 
but it is bdieved the magistrates of Old Aberdeen seldom 

exercise their jurisdicti"m as magistrates. It is different 

in the New Town, where their power and jurisdiction 

are exercised, in all cases concerning personal property, 

to the highest extent: their jurisdiction is frequently 

exercised in crimimil matters; but it is generally understood 

to be restricted to the lesser delinquencies: that which in

volves any crime of magnitude is generally left to be tried 

by the Circuit Court. In this court the Lords of J usti

ciary preside, and take cognizance of all appeals in civil 

cases, from the inferior courts, under twelve pounds 

sterling. 

In civil and criminal cases, the jurisdiction of the sheriff 

in the county is much the same as the baillies in the burghs; 

with this difference, however, that the jurisdiction of the 

magistrates of burghs is limited to the burgh exclusively, 

but that of the sheriffs extends also to the county, like that 

of the magistrates. 

The magistrates of burghs cannot be expected to dispense 

justice always with great propriety, where points of law are 

involved in the issue of the case. They accordingly have 

usistants, who lire acquainted with the law. In some 
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burghs these assistants are designated. aSSf,",sors, in others 

consulters, and frequently the duty falls upon the town

clerks; but still, as the magistrate· (generally a mercantile 

man) is the judge, where he is obstinate in his OWll deter

mination, without much knowledge of the law, (whieh is too 

often the case,) the course of justice is perverted. 

The Sheriff's Court is superintended by a Judge, denom~

nated a Sheriff Depute. He is uamed from the Faculty of 

Advocates in Edinburgh. The practical part of the business, 

however, falls upon the Sheriff Substitute, who is genel'alJy 

called from the practitioners before the inferior court. 

The Commissary Court is a remnant of the ecclesiastical 

jurisdiction of the bishops: their business is not extensive; 

it is principally limited to the proving and establishing of 

titles to the personal estates of those who are dead. The 

dues upon this latter procedure are heavy, and very much 

complained of. Upon them the Commissary's living princi. 

pally depends. Indeed the getreral opinion is against the 

Commissary Court: for it creates a tax upon the commis

sion of property from the dead to the living, merely for the 
-- ' . CommiSBary's emolument, whose jurisdiction is so trifling 

in other matters that it could be easily accomplished in the 

Sheriff'j; Court. , The jurisdiction of a Commissary is not 

limited always to a single county; it frequently embraces 

two or three. 
2Q 
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l~efore the Sheriff, Baillie, and Commissary Courts, the' 

same lawyers practise, and conduct business. J n Aberdeen 

they arc designated Asvocates; this title, and other privi

Jege8, they enjoy by royal charter. In other provincial 

towns they arc only designated "Writers.H In Aber

deen there are no law classes. In the King's College 

there is a profcss()rship for teaching the civil Jaw; but no 

Jectures are given, and the place is considered as a sinecure. 

rrhe Society of Advocatf's in Aberdeen, incorporated by 

royal charter, are in number about fifty. Receiving a 

liberal education, they in gencral are men of considerable 

intelligence, bome in respectable and indepcndcnt CIr

cl1mstances, and in the habits of a~so('iatil1g with the 

first people of rank in the country. I n order to ensure as 

much respectabilIty as possibk, a young man, before he 

can be put apprentice to an advocate, must previously 

produce certificates of having received a liberal and a 

classical education. 

'rhe principal buildings near this town bespeak it to be 

a place of great antiquity, amongst which the King's 
t 

College is its most distingulshed ornament. The chapel of 

this sombre but stately pile IS vaulted with a double cross 

arch, above which is an imperial crown in stone, supported 

by eight stone pillars, upon which there are evident marks 

of decay, and indications of a speedy downfal; besides 
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this, there is a tolerably good library, in which there are 

some curiosities, a common hall, rooms {(n° lectures~ 

and a range of houses for the protcssors. The professors 

are of Humanity or Latin, Greek, three of Phjlosophy, 

Oriental Languages, Civil Law, Divinity, and l\Iedicine. 

There are a. number of bursaries for poor students. The 

students here, as in the New Town, lil,'c out of t.he college, 

except. a few who resiJe as pupils wit.h the professors. 

The course of education, I was informeJ, is nearly the 

same ill both colleges, which are totally distinct and sepa~ 

rate from each other, and separate·Iy confer their academical 

honours. Many efforts have been made, f'Or many years 

past, to unite these, colleges into one university and. one 

college, '" a consulllmation devoutly to be wished" by b0th ; 

but a jealous adhcrcnc(' to their mutual interests and privi

leges has hitherto rendered the Jifliculties of an adjustment 

insurmountable. The King if) patron of both colleges, but 

ncver interferes in the election of their highcr ofiicers. 

One of the most ~hillil1g ('haractcrs of the age was 

educated at this college, which is deservedly proud of the 

name of Sir James Mackintosh. TIle leading events in 

the public life of this great man arc widely known. '8 pon 

a memorable occasion, he delivered 0ne of the most pro

found and eloquent speeches c\'er hcard from the Dritish 

bar, ill supporting an individual against the indignant 
2Q2 
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application of the present ruler of France for redress, in 

a British court of justice, against an attack which he 

deemed a libel. The Ipeech excited the admiration of 

the juJgcs before whom it was pronounced, and of the 

country. Connected with the views of Buonaparte, and 

recommended by transcendent elotluence, it was rapidly 

translated into all the Janguages of Europe, and diffused 

the fame of the orator ovcr the civilized world. The great 

endowments of his mind, displayed on this and other 

important occasions, led to rapid promotion; but t.o a 

promotion which, though honourable and lucrative to the 

o~ject, is much to be regretted by the country: Sir James 

Mackintosh was appointed Recorder of Bombay; and his 

exalted genius, which, in times like the present, would add 

to the wisdom and energy of our councils at home, is 

brilliantly discharging the duties of his juilicial situation in 

a distant region. 

The principals and professors of both colleges have. the 

reputation of eminence in purity of .conduct and depth of 

learning. Besides Dr. Beattie and Sir James Mackintosh, 

the names of Reid, CampbelJ, Gregory, and Gerard, con .. 

nect~d with the Philosophical Society establisbed here, 

l'eflect no little additional lustre on Aberdeen. 

The King's College in Old Aberdeen is not united to ,t4, 
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Marischal College in Aberdeen, and in all probability 

never will be. Some years ago a propoliition of this kind 

was made, and anxiously wished (or, by the professors of 

the Marischal College; but, as the livings of King's College 

were better, the professors of tbis latter college were rather 

indifferent about the measure; and it is believed from this 

reason the matter dropped. At each' of thes(' college"', 

there may be about one hundred and fifty students, at an 

average: thcy wear red gowns; there is nothing clse pecu

liar in their dress. .They reside not in college. but ill 

tOWIl. At these colleges there arc neither many Irish nor 

American youths, though the contrary iR generally believed 

in England; they are principally youths ii'om the neigh

bouring counties and towns. There are pretty frequently 

young men from England who attend the colleges here. 

Jlrom the bursaries given to students, upon competition, 

at the opening of each seSSIOn at college, great assistance 

is rendered to the poor student. The lowest of these 

bursaries may be about f~ve pounds yearly, and the 

highest about ten or twelve pounds. The year]y session 

at college contillues five months, beginning in November 

and ending in March. From the session being so short, 

and livipg not very high, numbers in Scotland take the 

benefit of a classical education at college. I have before 

mentioned that Hector Boethius was the first presidept of 

tbil college. 
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The Scnatus Academieus of King's Col1ege is as follo,vs: 

His Grace the Duke of GORDON, Chancellor. 
Lord GJenbt'}"vie, Ite('tor.-Rocl. M'Leod, Principal. 

W. Jnck, Sub-Principal, and Professor of Phi\osophy.-PatJ'on, the University. 

U. M'Phcrson. Greek. The University. 

'Villiam Ogilvie, Humanity. Ditto. 
Alex. Dauucy, Civil Law. Ditto. 
A. Bannerman, Medicine>. Ditto. 

W. Jack and R. ::->cott, Phtlo~ophy. Diuo, 
.'mnes flent)<>y, Oriental Languag{'s. Ditto. 
Gilbert Gerard, Divinity. M. of SYllod, &c. 
\Vm. DUlIcan, Natural Philosophy. 

J made an agrt'cable excursion round the vicinity, which is 

embellished with several gentlclll{'n's seats, and some few but 

V{,I'Y scanty plantations, enlivened by various prosrt'cts of the 

spa; in the course of wbich 1 visited the YCllerable GothiC' 

bridge said to have becn built by Bishop Cheyne, in 1281, 

OH.'r the Don, consisting of one large arch, where thcre is an 

enclmnting view to the w('st, upon the hanks of the river, 

which arc hcrf' well wooded; also some v{'ry extensive 

cotton-miHs; and upon my return to the Old ',Fown I expe

rienced much civility from l'r. Ogilvie, who resides in the 

manse, or parsonage-house, belonging to thc church, which 

is compos'cd of two very antique spires and one 
" fragments of a great cathedral, caned St. Machers. 

cathedral is mentioned in history as a magnificent 

aisle, 

This 

pile, 

and as having had a noble 1ibrary, which was destroyed in 

1560. 'ro relieve the sombre character of ecclesiastical 
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description, neither my reader nor the Doctor will he 

offended at my relating the following w him~ical occurrence 

which befel him as a t1'a\'cller, wl\ich afl<')rded me a smile 

worth having in some of my solitary Caledonian rambh's. 

The attachment which the Doctor has to the study of 

astronomy induced him some years since to cross over to 

Denmark, for the purpose of personally-paying his respects 

to a celebrated professor of his f~lvourjk science at COP<'ll

ltagen. 0 nt()rtunatt'ly IH~ arrived at a time when a COllsi

derahle ferment prevailed in the public mind, in consc

<]uelllT of onr ha\'ing taken and detained one of their ships 

of war, for what caus(' 1 do not l'clllt'mhcr: tl!c professor 

largdy partooh of the public anger; and as it is natural to 

idellti(y a foreigner with his country, as soon as the Doctor 

f'utered the room, the former wellt up to him, and, for

getful of the compliment of such a visit, and thinking only 

of the outrage concci"cd to ha\'c been offered to the dignity 

of Denmark, exclaimed, " Sir, I am glad to see you; but, 

Sir, how dare you to take one of our ships?" Upon which 

the Doctor, with equal coolness and good humonr, drily 

replied, " Sir do not be offended with me; UpOIl my 

honour I never took a ship in my life." The answer had 

the intended effect; the professor laughed at and 'apolo

gized for the length to which his patriotic ardour had 

carried him, and treated his worthy guest with all the 

attention due to him during his stay in the Danish capitaL 
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A Hr:R I>F.ENSllIRE BIRDS -ABERDEENSHIRE }o'ORESTRY - SLANEH

CASTLE-ITS EXTRAORDINARY S)'fUATION-THE LATE EARL 

OF ERROL-THE BULLERS OF BUCHAN-Pl~l'ERHEAJ.)-EFFECT 

OF FIRST SEEING A TH.EE-BANFF-DTTFl<'-IfOUSE-THE EARL OF 

J.'IFE - CULLEN-FINE MARBLE-FINLATER-1I0USE- GORDON

CASTLE ---- ELGIN - ANECDOTES OF SCOTTISH PEASANTS -THE 

CATHEDHAL-llURAL ECONOMY. 

U I)ON quitting Aberdeen, I ~lept at a hamlet, distant 

about sixteen miles. Thc Scotch in gencral reckon the 

distance, in posting, by the Euglish mile; but sometirncs 

they confound the English with the Scottish mile, to the 

110 little vexation of the English travclJcr. A Scotch mile 

is fiftecn hundred geometrical paces, all English mile twelve 

hundred. The inn was a comfortable one; and, for supper, 

a branded fowl, as it is called, from its being broiled on 

the gridiron, was introduced. Here, and in other parts of 

Scotland, I found that, upon the arrival of a guest, when the 

larder,fafforded nothit,lg else, it was common to seize upon 

the first luckless fowl that came within the reach of the cook, 

which was instantly put to death, and speedily served up 

in the way I have mentioned. The ride tQ this place was 
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flat and extremely dreary. In many parts nature appeared 

worn to the bone, the rocks rising through the thin sllriilce 

of the carth. No trees waved their <J.lll{4le brandws il1 the 

breeze; and the !SOllg o~' the hird was not heard. lVIany 

parts of Abcrdeenshirc reminded me of Russian Finland, 

exccpt that it wanted its rude llHl.SS(,S of rock, which 

in that country every wbere line the roa~l. J t. has been 

whimsicalIy said, that in Ahcrdeenshirc the birds are 

accustomed to build their nests upon the ground, so grcat 

is the scarcity of hedges find trees. 

The contrast between the harrcn face of the coulltry and 

the polishcd state of society vcry strongly presents itself 

to the obseryation. A young artist from Abcrdeenshire 

went to London, to advance 11is {()rtunes, and applicd to 

be an assistant scene-painter at one of the theatres: upon 

being examined as to his qualifieations, particularly with 

regard to trees, he obsen'cd, " J can paint a rural scenc, 

but know nothing about YOU1' forestry." Notwithstanding 

these remarks, which arise from. what I saw, I am in

formed that in some parts of Abcrdeellshire there are 

thriving plantations, and that industry and entcrprise are 

doing all within their power to mitigate the severity' of 

nature. 

In making our way to S1anes Castle, the cun'ide of a 

2 R 
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friend of mine, w-ho accompanied me to Peterhead, sus

tained many n severe shock, aild threatened us with frequent 

overthrow. The ..-OSS road to this singular spot is only fit 

f()I' horse-travelling. Very little, 1 was informed, remains of 

the ancient Castle of ShlllCS, it having been demolished by 

King James VI., in the Earl of Huntley's rebellion in 

1594. 

My astonishment increased as I approached the more 

modern fabric. U pOll a wide waste, without "erclure and 

without a tree, the turrets of the castle rose before us. 

Upon alighting to view its front towards the sea, it pre

sented the extraordinary appearance of a large solid man

sion resting upon a rock, lashed by the tempestuous ocean 

that divides Scotland from N Ol'WUJ. \Vithin, I found a very 

comi()rtable house, having a square court, and. a galJery 

leading to the rooms on each side; the drawing-room looks 

immediately npon the sea, which in storm'y weather covers 

its windows. with spray, and wanted nothing but the mo

tion of the waves to make me conceive that I was looking 

trom the cabin-windows of a large man of war. Who will 

not be surprised to hear that such a chosen scene of gloomy 

gr~~deur and magnificent desolation was the hereditary 

residence of a family at once distinguished for their rank 

and refinement of manners? It is the seat of the Earl of 

Errol, wbo, by the articles of the Union, as well as by an 
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act of parliament abolishing the heritable iurisdictioll in 

Scotland, is the hereditary Lord Iligh Constable of Scut.· 

Jand. ln the room I have been ciescrjbiug is a fine alld vcry 

handsome portrait of the Jate Earl, in his parliamentary 

Tobes, by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Dr. Beattie thus feelingly 

and elegantly delineates the character of this amiable noblc

,man, to whom he was much indebted for lHany marked civi

lities, in a letter which IIC wrote to ]vIrs. l\1ontagu, UpOll the 

subject of his Lordship's death ;---" Lord Errol's death, of 

which you must have heard. is a great loss to this country, 

and matter of unspeakable regret to his friends. I owed him 

mueh; but, independently of all cOllsiderations of gratitude, 

I had a sincere liking and very great esteem for him. In 

his manners he was wonderfully agreeable; a mo~t uflcc

tionate and attentin' parent, husband, and brother; elegant 

in his economy_ and perhaps t'xpf'llsi\'(>, yet. exact and 

methodical. lIe (~x('rt('d his infiucnc(', as a man of rank 

and a magistrate, in doing good to all the lleighbourhood ; 

and it has often been mentioned, to his hOllour, that no 

man ever administered an oath with a more pious and com

manding solemnity than he: he was regular in his attend

ance upon public worship, and exemplary in the perf()rm

ance of it. In a word, be was adored by his servants, 

a blessing to his tenants, and the darling of the whole 

country. His stature was six feet four inches, and his pro

portions most exact. His countenance and deportment 

2 R 2 
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exhibited such a mixture of the sublime and the graceful as 

I have never seen united in any other man. He often put me 

in mind of an anciellt hero; and I remembcr Dr. Samuel 

Johnson was positi ve that he resem bled Homer's character 

of Sarpeuon." At the coronation of his prescnt l\lajcsty, 

this Lord Errol ofliciated as Lord High Constable of Scot

hmu. The Jibr<1f.v is a ,'cry comfortable apartment, an~ 

well supplied. The nlurlllur of the waves without seemed 

auspiciou~ to study and mt'ditatioll. I should much like to 

be under the roof of Slanes Castle 

" \Vhen the btorm'l aloft RflbC, when the north hfls the wave 011 high." 
OSSIA N. 

The road to Peterhead, by the way of the Buller, or 

I~()iler, of Buchan, distant from the castle about two 

miles, was represented to be so bad, that I mounted a 

led horse, and my fricnd went round by the main road. 

The BuIler is very near to a little romantic hamlet of 

fishermen, and reselIlble~ from the top of the rock on 

which wc stood, and which forms its walls, a vast well, 

opening, at the bottom, through a Jarge caverned passage, 

int6 the sea, which in stormy weather rushes in through 

this aperture, and, striking against the opposite side, rises 

to a prodigious height, considerably above the top, some .. 

time, throwing up large stones in its rage: in this state 
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of violence its foam resembles water builing over, which 

I apprehend is the origin of the name of this gloomy uo(l 

awful chasm. Part of the top of t~e rock is so narrow, 

that I was obliged to crawl to it upon my hands and knees 

with great care, to prevent falling from the precipice, which 

threatened instant destruction to me on either side; Jet 

I was assured, by a gentleman of acknow1edgcd veracity, 

that some years since, when the passage was not broader, 

a lllan rode over it on a sheltie: the great caution of a horse 

is well known, it may therefore be perfectly correct. 

Along this shore there arc many other singular cavern", 

and it is much the fashion with the frequenters of Pcter

head to make water-parties to explore them. On this (the 

eastern) coast the natives arc distinguishable by having 

high check-bones and red hair. 

The ride fl'Om the Buller to Peterhead partook of the 

same stony sterile nakedness before ad verted to, with the 

addition of worse roads. The elevated appearance of Peter

head, rising upon a peninsula, embraced by the ocean, 

would be very agreeable, if trees formed a part of ~~he 

prospect. This town is situated on the most easterly pro

montory of Scotland, within three hundred miles of the 

Naze of Norway, and the peninsula on which it stands is 

united to the country on the north-west by an isthmus only 




