
CALEDONIAN CANAL. Su9 

Near Inverness the soil is so loose, being composed of 

gra'Vel and sand, that, in pits sunk for trial, the ,vater rosp. 

and feU with the tide, and consjderable apprehension was 

entertained that a proper foundation for the locks, and 

other necessary masonry, would not have been found; hut, 

at length, one place was discovered of sufficient solidity to 

answer the purpose. The canal thed proceeds through 

Loch Doughfour, a little loch, which, like some inconsider­

able person in society, who is frequently very troublesome, 

presents the greatest difficulty to the navigation on account 

of its shallowness, and the quantities of gravel which are 

carried with great velocity into, and through, this tiny lake: 

the navigation then continues to Loch Ness, a distance of 

about seven miles, the advantageous length and fc)rm of 

which, no doubt, detennined the undertaking. It is a 

noble piece of water, twenty-three miles and three quarters 

long, and in bread th varies from a mile and a quarter to 

three quarters of a mile, and is nearly straight from one 

end to thc other. Its shores are bold and comman(ling, and 

on each side risc lofty, rocky, and rugged mountClins, irre­

gularly cut into deep gullies, with frightful precipices. '('be 

depth of its water, which has erroneously been saW to be 
unfathomable, is from one hundred and six to one hundred 

and twenty-nine fathoms (a fathom is six feet) in the middle 

parts, to eighty-fi1'c, seventy-five, or less, near its end, to 

the east. The sides, except the bays, are very steep, the 
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rise being a foot ill height, to a foot aDd a half in breadth. 

'!'his excessive steepness has suggested the propriety of 
laying down mooring .. ch;lins with buoys in the bays, for 

the use of merchant-vessels intending to anchor in the looh, 

instead of letting go their anchors in so great a depth of 

water, as otherwise they would be obliged to do. The 

convenience of such a project will be very manifest when 

it is considered that a merchant-ship carries no more hands 

than are barely sufficient to weigh the anchor, so that, all 

hands being employed upon that service, the ship is left to 

drift to leeward, from the time the anchor quits its hold of 

the ground, until it is brought up to the bows of'the vessel: 

for this reason, in Loch Ness, where the water is so deep, 

and so little romil for drifting, a ship riding upon the lee 

side, with a wind blowing at all across the loch, would 

drift upon the shore before she eould get her anchor up 

and make sail. Besides these advantages from mooring­

chains with buoys, the expense that would be saved in 

anchors and cables would be ,considerable. 

It has been ascertained that the bottom of Loch Ness 

".8 80ft mud, of a dark brownish colour when wet, ap-, 
parently consisting of the lighter parts of the ~ij of the 

.urrounding mountains, whIch innumerable torrents h.ve 
for ages washed dow,n their aides; and, inqependentl, of the 

uwbf4ag-chains, .it will." aft'ord.pG ancholing....ground io,.U 
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parts. From a journal of the winds and weather, kept from 

the 1st of May, 1806, to the 1st of May, 1807, the irregularity 

. of the wind in this mountainous r.egion is proved, and wi]) 

be satisfactory to those who apprehended, as has been 

generally believed, that so great a vaHey, rectilinear 

throughout, would almost constantly draw the wind into a 

current, traversing it from end to end, a-circumstance which 

would have been highly unfavourable to the navigation of 

the lakes. By this journal it a.ppears that the wind is not 

only irregular, but that it is frequcnlly ditlerent during 

the same day at Corpach, at :Fort Augustus, and at Clach­

uacary. 

The people In these parts, accustomed only to see the 

agitation of boats and small vessels in stormy weather 

upon this lake, are generally of opinion that the squalls 

and unsteadiness of the winds, which occasionally prevail 

among the lofty mountains which border this and the other 

lakes, would be dangerous to the navig'dtion of large 

vessels, than which nothing can be more erroneous. In 

proof of the error of the opinion, a small vessel, of fourteen 

tons burden, was launclied on Loch Ness, for th~ purpose 

of carrying t!mber purchased in Glenmorrison and near 

Port Clare, and this small trader, although undecked, 

usually completes two voyages a week, including loading 

aDd discharging, withol1t interruption; though, being built 
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for the stowage of timber, she does not make pregress to 

wind ward so well as a sharper-built vessel, although, in this 

constant em ploy, this v~seI must very frequently beat to 

windward the whole length of the lake. Of course, if aD 

imperfect vessel can navigate the lake against the wind 

in safety, larger and decked vessels can have nothing to 

apprehend from its "Squalls and waves. 

A t the western end of this loch stands Fort Augustu~ 

where the foundation of the lock near this fort, and on. 

Loch Ness, is twenty-four feet below the level of the summer 

surface of the lake, which, varying in its height ten 

feet, renders it necessary to cut a new channel for the 

river through the rock on the north side, in order to get 

at a solid fOLmdation of rock, the soil being too open to 

warrant the cutting to so great a depth. The canal from 

Fort Augustus will ascend about five miles to Loch Oich, 

which is about three miles in lengt.h, and one quarter broad, 

and is, in some parts, twenty-six fathoms in depth, and in 

others only five. This loch will be the summit level of the 

.canal. It is intended to reduce this loch to a greater 

regularity of depth. From the western end of this loch the 

canal is continued for about two miles, when it falls into 

Loch Lochy, a sheet of water ten miles and a haJfloD8t 

and its breadth, at the east end, ncar three quarters of a 

mile; from thence it lincrea~, QntY, in the Bay of APkeg., 



CALEDONIAN CAN AL. 

it spreads to about a mile and a quarter, and is from seventy­

six to se\renty-four fathoms deep in many parts. On ont' 

side of this loch are high ridges 9f rocks and ground, de­

scending abrupt1y into the lake. At the east end of this 

lake is a complete little harbour, in which there are from ten 

to five fathoms water, admirably adapted for giving every 

protection to the canal, and safe and cdmmodious for ships . 
to lie in. l\{ooring-chains, with buoys, will be as nece~sary 

. here as in Loch Ness. 

It is intended to cut a new course for the river Loehy, 

along the bottom of the bank on the south side, where the 

. canal will occupy the deserted part of the present bed of 

the river, and to raise the lake twelve feet above its present 

level, by which, on account of the general steepness of its 

shores, very little land, except at the east end, will be over­

flowed; and as there is some deep cu tting at the summit, it 

is proposed to remove back the soil now on the surface of the 

meadow at the east end of the lock, to bring the ground 

which is to be excavated at the summit to elevat.e the low 

ground at the east end, and, when this is raised to the proper 

height, to cover it again with the soil which ~d been 

removed back, with the addition' of that which covered the 

land to I' be occupied by the canal near the summit. 

The ca:na.l will then proceed by Corpach to Loch Fdl,. 
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which communicates with the Sound of Mull, and is 'part 

of the West Sea. At Corpach it is intended to form a sea .. 

lock, to be cut out of tl~e rock, and to make a small bason 

within it, capable of admitting a number Qf ves&els with 

the flowing tide, which, after the gates are closed, may 

ascend the locks at leisure, of which the whole number will 
be twenty-five, anti the number of lock-gates thirty-eight: 

these, by being in clusters, as they are intended to be, will 

be much less expensive than in separate locks, on account of 

the back of one forming the front of the next, whereas sepa­

rate locks must be complete in all their parts. Upon this 

canal it is intended to COll':itruct bridges similar to those 

which are at the West-India Docks, and which have heen 

imitated in cast iron at the London Docks: they swing 

horizontally to each side of the canal, or lock. At the 

eastern end of Loch Eil stands Fort William, as far as 

which there is a sate navigation and harbour for shipping. 

In this manner the junction of the two scas will be effected. 

The Lochs Eil and Dougbfour are to be deepened by 

steam-engines, as the scarcity of provender renders the 

keeping. of horses very expensive. The canal is twenty 

feet deep; fifty wid~ at bottom, and one hundred and ten 

feet wide at top, and will admit ,of the pflssage ai' thirty.. 

two-gqn frigates, and of course of the largest merchallt.­

vessels. It was originally i~tended to have cut the canal 
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80'M to admit of forty-Four-gun frigates; but not only would 

the additional cost have been very great, but it 'Was by no 

means certain that the depth of .water in Loch Beaul", 
, ' 

near the eastern entrance of the canal, would saf(~Jy 01' 

conveniently admit the passage of frigates of so large a rate 

at the ordinary high-water depth. The time of passing a 

thirty-eight teet lock will be about twenty minutes, a forty­

feet lock about twenty-hYo minutes, and a forty-three-feet 

lock twenty-five minutes. 'rhe smalJest size of vessels trading 

to the Baltic is about seventy-five feet in length, twenty-one 

feet in width, in draught of water twelve feet, and in burden one 

hundred and twenty tons. 'rhe largest size is about one hun­

dred and thirty feet long, thirty-five feet wide, in draught of 

water nineteen feet, and in burden six hundred and :fifty tons. 

Timber, stone, lime, &c. have been found at convenient 

distances. Since June, 1806, the labourers employed, who, 

the public will be pleased to hear, are almost all High­

landers, have not been so numerous as in the preceding 

twelvemonth, when their number fluctuated from one 

thousand one hundred and sixty-three to six hundred and 

forty-one, whereas, in the last year, the number va~ed from 

nine hundred and sixty to five hundred and eighty .. one, a 

larger number being employed during the summer than in 

the 'Winter months, and of course their numbers are 
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lessened in the seasons for potatoe-p)anting, and the herring... 

fishery. Upwards of 38,700l. was' paid for labour, from 

May, 1806,'to May, 1807" whereas, in the preceding twelve­

month, ouly 33,800l. was paid, although the number 01 

labourers then employed wus considerably gr~ater, and 

although the price of labour has continued very nearly the 

same, a circumstance attributed to an increase of skill 

and industry among the' workmen, which is said to be . 
very perceptible. Those who reside in the neighbourhood 

occasionally depart, on account of their domt:'stic occu­

pations, but read1ly return upon notice being given for 

their attendance. This increased assiduity amongst the work­

men is attt'ibutable in a great measure to their being 

regularly paid every four weeks, without the delay of a 

single day since the commencement of the work, by which 

means they have been taught the advantage of industry, 

and a confidence has been inspired that has operated to 

keep down the price of materials al1d workmanship in a 

degree not otherwise attainable. 

As: the canal has advanced, temporary huts and sheds have 

been erected to accommodate this considerable accession of 
f 

population, and stores of' oatmeal have been sold at prime 

cost: cows are kept, and a brewery has been established; 

the latter, most wisely, to counteract as far as it can an 



;~~~$ive ;:u~e qf \fhi~,ky, . wh~ch;howeveri ·.it~ pl'op~r quanq, ·· 
. 'Q.es,~~. ~ou)d conceive ·to be necessary. ,to qualify the ~~w · 

;" ">lp(i)isture ofthe.·c1imate . 

. It has been asserted that this undertaking has had no ' 
. influence in checking Highland emigration, upon the pre~,. · 

·sumption that those wl~o engage themselves as labourers 

in it are not of that description of Highlanders who feel 

any disposition to emigrate, a class generally supposed to 

be composed of little fa~ers, descended from chieft~ins; 

but the reverse of this seems to be the fact: the labour of 
digging more coincides with the habits of the Highlander' . 

than the sedentary occupation of a manllhtcture, and it is 

.,' Known, that. amongst a body of Highlanders, actu~Ily 
, , .. ' I 

embarked on board o~ a vessel for America, fifty returned OIl 

shore befor~ she sailed, upon receiving assurances of en~-:: 
ployment in the canal, Which, when completed, will rival, if 

not surpass, the celebrated canals of Trolhretta, in Sweden~ 

and of Languedoc. 

To. find employment for the dispossessed Highlandt:rs, 

and to restrain, by occupations at home, the spirit .. of .... 
JIighlandemigration, are objects of no little import6nce~ 

Tbeex.oont.of 1b~ t.rade which may be, expected to recei~e 

~t;, with .• xespect to security ~nddispatcb, from . th,,~ 
.,>· q~mRletiol} of the Caledonian Canal, (omitting the whol~ ' I 

Sc 
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of the trade between the eastern and western Coa&t5 &f 
Scotland,) appears, from several official accounts prepared 

in conformity to an ord~r of the House of Commons of 

tbe 11th of February, 1806, to amount, in value of imports 

and exports, to about two millions six hundred thousand 

pounds; of course t.he tol1s to be paid for vessels passing 

through the canal will be very great. 

'Vhen thi<; union of the seas is effected, the amelioration 

of this part of the Highlands, and of a considerable distanc(' 

round, must be great and rapid. New sources of industry 

and enterprise wiU be opened, new settlements wil1 be esta­

blished, new towns will rise, the fisheries will be increased, 

anel Agriculture will wave, wherever the soil will admit, her 

golden harvest. The amount of lnonies already expended 

upon this stupendous undertaking, up to ~Iay, 1801, is 

161,711l. It is probable that the expense of the whole, 

by the time it is completed, will exct'ed half a million. 

U nles'1 many more hands can be proeUl'ed, that e\lent 

cannot be looked forward to for many years to come. 

With sucR uodertaking!:t as these, and such· national ad­

vantages, as must in consequence flow from their aecom­

plishtnentts, we may with' regret, but not apprehension, 

contemplate the gigantic progress of French aggrasdJ.le­

ment. The resources of our own conntry are inex'ha1llstible; 

but many of them, though pomted to by the hawl of 
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Nature, remain unnoticed or unknown. A wise policy will 

at last teach us to turn our eyes, as it were, inwards; to 

look at borne, where we shall flnsl enough remains to be 

done; and not to waste our strength a.nd our energies u pOll 

distant countries, which court our alliance only ill the 

hour of peril, or which, after having im"ited onr assistance, 

coldly turn from us, and basely submit to the yoke of th(' 

foe by a feeble or faithless co-operation. 

Thank Heaven that Dritain, though great In commerce, 

is not solely commercial; and that there are thousands and 

tens of thousands who have never seen a ship, and who 

have no adequate eonception of its construction or power. 

Our merchants, glittering as they are with well-acquired 

gold, are but as fi'inge upon " the robe of russet brown." 

Britain can boast of that best strength· of all coun­

hies, a bold, manly, active, and numerous peasantry, and 

a spirit of agricultural enterprise, to which Nature yields 

without reluctance, and the soil unfolds its inmost treasures. 

That wi8e policy seems to dawn upon the Highlands of 

Seotland, and the time may not be far off when the hardy 

mountaineer, with patriotic attachment, unque..qchable os 

the Grecian light, may find full and ample occupation m 

the dear and cherished spot of his nativity. 

Inverness is celebrated in ancient story on acoount 

of its poetical schools (Schoil llhairdeachd), in which the 
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Bards ,vere trained, and used to perform certain lex­

erClses and examinations, when those who did not acquit 

themselves to the satisf~ctioll of the proper judges were 

rejected, a circumstance which sometimes occurred after 

loany years intense application. Unpremeditated subjects 

were freq uen tly proposed at these examinations, and the 

Pact who was most successful obtained, as a reward, one 

cupfull of winc from the King's own hand, and another cup­

full of gold: so attentive were the Scots in those eurly ages 

to the cultivation of letters. 

'J.'his Highland capital must also have been long in a state 

of comparative refinement. 'I'hc ancient Kings and their 

courts often visited the Highlands, and Inverness was frc~ 

qucnUy honoured with being the seat of the royal residence. 

rrhe Kings of Scotland used tv hold the Circuit Court in 

person, and the last of its Sovereigns who thus. presided at this 

town was the unfortunate Queen Mary: the house in which 

she lodged on these occasions is still standing, though I saw 

nothiug about it worthy of particular description. 'fhe 

. Lords of J ustie::iary now bold the Circuit Court -in the spring 

and autuq"\n. 

It is a matter of curious observation that the river Ness, 

Jike the lake from which it issues, never freezes, owing, 8S 

it is supposed, to its being ~trongly impregnated. with 

sulphur; and that ill the winter, if horses are led into it, with 
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icicles hanging round their fetlocks, produced by other waters, 

they will speedily dissolve. It has a1so been asserted that 

iron will not corrode in this river, .nor in Loch Ness. The 

inhabitants along the lake have frequently seen, in severe 

frosts, a steam hovel'ing over it, which is considered as a 

sulphlll'COUS exhalation; but this is equivocal, for it might 

as well be an ordinary as a su]phuteolls vapour, and, 

if the forme I', it is rendered visible by the keen purity of 

the air. 

InvcrneSos is also indebted for much of its interesting cha­

racter to another extraordinary cause, vi?. the ruins of a 

vitrified fort, which, as well as others of a similar nature, 

have hitherto bafHed the learning and illvcstigaion of the 

antiquary. This fort is in the form of a parallelogram, 

about eighty yards long, and thirty broad. Upon re­

moving the turf and earth with which the ruins are co­

vered, the stones appear to be firmly blended together by 

vitrified matter, resemhling the scoria~ of an iron f(>undry, 

or the volcanic substances to be seen ncar the Giant's 

Causeway in Ireland: in many parts of the waH the'stones 

are completely fU'led; in others the fusion has beoo partial, 

and they arc sunk into the vitrified matter. There are several 

otber vitrified forts in Scotland, generally situated upon the 

sWllmits of bilJs. Some philosophers have supposed the 
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rUInS to be the productIon of volcanos now extmgUisned, 

and real lava ; but this theory seems to be effectuallyeon­

travened by the form and regularity of these ruins.' 

Others maintain that tllcse buildings were originally con­

structed of stone, and bound together with great beams and 

posts of timber, a's Ca:-sar describes the ancient Gauls to 

have erected their fortifications, to resist the battering ram; 

and that wh(!n such fortresses were assailed by fire, the Jarge 

quantities of tim ber contained in them produced sufficient 

heat to effect a partial fusion of the stones, and thus 

the vitrification was accomplished at the time of their demo­

lition; but this theory is, to my mind, nearly as objec­

tionable as the last, because the vitrification appears to be 

pretty nearly equal on all sides, and it is scarcely reason­

able to suppose that the conflagration was so too, for the 

action of the wind alone would no doubt make it more 

intense on one side than on another. 

For my own part, and I mention it with becoming dif­

fidence, I am inclined to think the vitrification purely arti­

ficial, aJXl coeval with the building. 1\1r. Williams, who 

has written upon the subject, conceives that such was the 

case, and that it was used by the builders, who were unac· 

quainted with cement, to make their forts more impregnabJe. 
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He refers to the times of Fingal, and observes that the fort 

on Knockfarril is called by the common people Knock-farril. 

na-Fion, or J'ingal's Seat, or Re~tiIlg-Place. The above 

authority supposes that some great fires, which the 

ancient inhabitants of those countries have used either 

in running bog-ore for their iron utensils or in offering 

burnt sacrifices, would give them the first hint that a strong 

fire would vitrify stones and unite them together; which 

hint some genius might improve, and apply to the cemen­

tation of forts. 

~Ir. 'Villiams conecivcs that two parallel walls or dykes 

were raised of earth or sods, and a space between equal 

to the thickness of the intended wall; that these parallel 

dykes formed the mould or groove into which they were to 

run their vitrified wall, which grom'e was supplied with 

sutlicient fuel, on which they laid a proper quantity of the 

tnatcrials to be vitrified; that a hot fire would melt the 

stones, especially if they were of the breccia. or pudding kind, 

and not large; and that the frame of earth would keep the 

materials, when in fusion, from running without the breadth 

of the intended 'wall: baying tllus laid the foull<ijl.tion, he 

supposes they added new fires' and more materials, aJld 

raised their mould of earth by degrees, until they had 

j(mned the whole to the intended height, upon which tbe 
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earth was removed from both sides of i:be vitrified wan. In 

aU the sections of the largor and smaller fragments of the 

vitrified ruins which he, has inspected, he 1Jas never seen 

the appearance of a stone laid in any particular way. 

This fusion might also have been effected in another way, 

by the use of kelp, or common sea-weed, which being 

intermingled in great abundance, or stratified with the 

stones of the building, as is done with bricks or lime-stone 

in a kiln, and 1arge quantities being laid over the walls, 

the whole was set on fire, and that by this process the 

stones of the wall were softened, and cementeu together by 

being partially "itrified. In confirnlation of this Jast con­

jecture it has been rcmar~ed, that the kind of stones of 

which such forts are built is easily melted by the aid of 

the mineral alkali, which abounds in kelp or sea-weed; and 

it has also been observed, that all. the forts of this descrip­

tion are in the neighbourhood of the sea-side, where kelp 

eould be easily procured. 

It is very likely that the vitrified ruins at Inverness are 

the" re~ins of a fort raised by one of the two methods 

last mentioned, and that it was a royal residence; as a 

slight corroboration of this idea I beg to mention, that 

little more than a year since, as the workmen ,employed on 
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tile Caledonian Canal were cutting through the side of the 

hil1 Torravain, lJ(~ar Inverness, and close io the oJd road 

leading to Loch Ness, they discovered a sil yer chain of 

double links, having thirty rings; the silver had a small 

alloy in it of brass or copper: a human 5kdeton was found 

near the chain, and a piece of the same metaJ, resembling 

bracelets, but too small to have beC'n \1s~d as such: a silver­

smith purchased these antiquities fi)r lOt. It is not unlikelY t 

from the rude workmanship of the chain. that the skeleton 

might ha"e belonged to a Pidish King. Adamnan, in 

lJjs Life of Saillt Columba, mentions that llrudius, King 

of the Piets, who was cOllverted by the Saint to the Chris­

tian faith, had a palace at· Inverness. The cutting of the 

Caledonian Canal may perhaps lead to a considerable iHus­

tration of the anclCnt history of that part of the country 

through which it passes; and much matter for learned 

investigation may be afforded to the antiquary as well as 

the geologist and the lover of mineralogy. 

It is a singular circumstance that Dr. Johnson makes no 

mention of the Yitrified forts. 

As the Gaelic language is every where ~uch spoken, and 

almost exclusively so amongst the peasantry in the High­

lands, a few remarks upon it, imparted to me by a gentle-

3D 
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lnan who is wen acquainted with the language, may per. 

haps bc not unpleasing to my readers. 

The Gaelic language is as copious as the Greek, and as 

suitable to poetry as the modern J talian. I t is a curious cir­

(,umstance that it possesses a poetical dialect, as well as one 

confined to prose. It owes much of its beauty to its immense 

number of vowels and dipthongs ; it is also barren in names 

for thing'''j of f()reign or recent invention, although luxuriant 

in wordro; to express every o~ject of nature and eyery lnc;tru­

nlCnt of the common and universal arts. It was formerly the 

general language of Europe. The 'Velch and the Iri~h are 

dialN,ts of the Gadic. In the comlIlon langua~e of Scot­

land, Irish and Erse arc both used to denote the speech of 

the Highlanders, and arc synonymous. John Major, in his 

Annals of Scotland, publi~hed in 1521, wheu enumerating 

the talents of King James, says that" he was a skilful 

musician; in the maua:;ement of his voice in singing, infe­

rior to no one; on the harp, he was another Orpheus; he 

excelled the Irish, or tllP Highland Scots, who are esteemed 

the best performers 011 that instrumcllt.JJ III Scotland it 

was long ... the common language of the country, the court, 

the bar, and the senate. So recently as in the reign of the 

illustrious Robert Bruce, the debates in the parliament 

held at Ardehattan, in Argyleshire, were carried on in this 
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language. It has a regular and established standard, and 

is now becoming Ycry fashionable amongst the higher orciers 

of the Scottish people, in many of whose llOus('s T have 
• 

seen schoolmasters instructing the elder and HIe younger 

branches of families in it. To my car it sOH1Hled very ~oft 

and harmonious. 

I t is worthy of remark that t hi::; lauguage has t'.\ lwrienc ;d 

such little change, that it would be difficult for the niccl'It 

critic to discover the difi(~rence in gTammar or orthography 

between the language used by the nat ivl's of the rellJote 

regiolls of St. Kihla and that spoken by the bc:,t-taught amI 

refined GaeILe schoJar. 

The following is a specimell of the Gaelic language:-

OlUG I N AI .. LlTI:RAL TTIANSLATlON. 

Uu ellian ar sguoiltudh 0 cJJt::lle Fur would dlhP''f~(, allumlN, 
Feu' gael. e;leibh ail' balTd IJhue; Throu:;h the steep ballk~ (If each l1lol1lJtain, 

Laoehrul' chalma, eilurant T"hinn, The btrong atlventlll"ou~ band of l'illgal. 

's am hogha gaeh tiom lIan glaie. ""ith how!> ready ill their grasp. 
'N uair Ii dh'(·iruuh seilg all fheidh, 'Y IWII the det'\' began to shirl, 

Dh' fhuasgladhmaid lI11cenda en; We let !;lip tile hUIH.lrt'd" Ill' houuu$; 
S'iolllu' daruh, curb, aglls aah l\fauy u hart, roe, aud hilld, 

A thuiteadh, 'sa bhail ~adl iut Fell Uh far U~ I I'onld vi(>w. 

PhiUeumaid 1(,'1' !!cilg trU-1l011 \Ve retu~lled ut noon With the spoilt of the (;Ila!!e, 

Gu Teamhra' eheolUlhor \lUll teud; To the m~l!>icul 'l'lmra of !>triugh, 
_~ m bu liol1I1lhor ('mit ;!\ clar \\'here llUlllf'rOUl'! were ('ruit!; ami harps, 

'S i()IDII' Bard a bheinneadh sgclll Aud mallY 11 Bard to sill>; (t tale. 
B'ioma' t.lige doll lllUll cuuirt Many II !'hell went ronnu, 

's dllllll. llUa' ga luadh Ie eheil And new sOllgs wI'n' sung together, 

A'(.'lSitheaOlh llS fei'it's tlnD tnI'. 'Vhil~t t.he feast was <'OIli>Ulllill!; ill the tOWl'r. 

3n2 
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Great merit is due to Dr. Johnson, to whose llterary lnHu .. 

cnce the Highlandets are indebted for a translation of the 

N C'w Testament into th~ Erse language. From a want 

of judgment, some political members of the Society in 

Scotland f()r propagating Christia~ Knowledge opposed this 

measure, conceiving that the encouragement of the Gaelie 

language had a tendency to perpetuate national distinc .. 

tions, a misconception which the masterly pen of Johnson 

overpowered by force of reasoning. The same short­

~ight('d policy prevented any publication of consequence 

from appearing HI this language; but, by degrees, the 

Gaelic has provided employment for the press. 

Be{(lf{.~ I quit this sul~ject, I cannot heIp relating an 

interesting anecdote of the effect of this language upon a 

Highlander, in a distant region, communicated to me by 

the gallant 1\lajor l\'Iacquarrie, of the 42d. During the 

,time that the navy and army destined against Egypt. 

remained at Marmorice, in N atolia, in Asiatic Turkey, 

the Chaur Padla came from Constantinople, as ,veIl to 

pay his respects as to afford every facility and assistance. 

to the, -Admiral and Commander-in-Chief, in making 

arrangements necessary for the success of the expedition. 

'Vhen he came on board his l\{ajesty's ship of war the 

Kent, to visit the Commander-in-Chief, Major Macquarrie 

was ordered to parade the grenadier company, to receive 



ANECDOTE. S8g 

and salute him. A s this personage with his numerous 

retinue were entering the cabin of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, 

one of the attendant" appeared ~tl!diou,,]'y to place himself 

in the rear of the group, as if he wl~hed to speak to the 

Highlander who ~lood to the right of the company, and 

elo&c to the door which they were entering. As this 

Highlandf'r, and the rest of his comrades, wcrc fixed in 

observing the novel appearance of the ti~ure, dress, and 

deportment, of their Asiatic visitor." the Turk I have 

mentioned touched the former on the 1-hl)ulu('r, and 

addrcssed him in good Gaehc, to this eflect :--" 1\ly lad, 

1 am happy to ~Cl' my countryl11<'n once morc, particularly 

those in the philtueg, which 1 haw' not seen f()r many 

yean,." If a cornet had that moment J>a~~ed belore his 

cyc:-., or a thunderbolt ha'd f~\ll('n at Ills tect, the poor 

fellow could not have been more pctlified with astonish­

meut, wInch had nearly loosened his lllu~kt't li'orn his hand. 

\Vhen the company camp out, the l\luJor endeavoured to 

prevail upon lllm to converse agalB, which he declined, 

cxc('pt to a!~!'ure him that he would return the next day 

alone, and with plea~ure sati~(y his curiosity. Thifo. gentle­

man proved to be of a very rcspectablt~ family in .{\rgy]c-. ~ 

shire, which he left when a boy; and was then a General 

Officer in the Turkish army. 

The fuse language is so prevalent III the following 
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districts, that the clergy are retluired to perform Divine 

Service in it, viz. the shires of Sutherland, Ross, Cromarty, 

Inverness, and Argyle, ~he islands of Bute and Arran, and 

the parishes of Reay, Thurso, Halkirk, and Latheron, in 

Caithness, those of Nairn, Ardclach, and Calder, in N airn­

shire, that of Duthcl, in Elginshil'c, that of Kirkmichael, in 

Banffshire, those of Luss and Al'rociJar, in Dumbartonshire, 

and those of Balquhidder, Blair, and Strowan, Callendar, 

Comrie, Dull, Fortingall, Kenmore, Killin, Kirkmichael, 

Logierait, Mouline, and Weem, in Perthshire. There are 

also other parishes where the Gaelic langua!,re is used, but 

not by the majority of the inhabitants. 



CHAP. XXI . 

.ROAD TO FORT AUGUSTUS - APPEARANCE OF LOCII l'ESS DE­

SCRIBED-ENORMOUS STONES-ANECDOTES OJo' GENERAL WADE 

-GENERAL'S nUl'-l<'ALL OF FYERS-CAVJo:S-ll'OllT AUGUSTUS 

-MOISTURE OF CLIMATE-DH.YING-HOUSES-LETTER FINDLEY 

-HIGHLAND HUT-TUE ROOF-THEE-HIGHLAND PREJUDIC.~ 

-BEAUTIFUL DUNGHlLLS-HIGHLAND I,IVING-ANECDOTE-

FIR~Sl..ll' CANDLES. 

THE road from Inverness to Fort Augu&tns must be much 

improved since -Dr. Joilnson travelled this way, if)r he 

observes, " 'Ve were now to bid t~lfcwell to the luxury of 

traveIling t and to enter a country, upon which perhaps no 

wheel has ever rolJeo." It is usual to hire post-chaises all 

~he way to Obao, there being no intermediate stages where 

they can he engaged. 1 felt myself fortunate in procuring 

a good single-horse chaise and an e.xcel1cnt horse, which 

left llle more at liberty to see the country. A recommen­

dation to take a stock of wheat-bread with me gave me . ,. 
but an unfavourable impresbion. of the agriculture of the 

country through which I was about to pass. 

The ride to Dores, the first and a very short stage, is 



3.92 LOCH 'NESS DESCRIBED. 

extremely beautiful; in my I way I passed by a Druid's 
tempJe, the form of which everyone is tamiliarwith.Near 

this place, upon the top.of a hill, the vast watery expanse 
• 

of Loch Ness, unbroken by islands, twenty-four miles long, 

and nearly straight from south-west to north-east, opened 

upon me with all its grandeur. Cultivated fields and a 

forest of pine fornfed a corresponding fore-ground; rocks 
I 

and mountains-some huge, bare, and rugged, and gashed 

by wintry torrents-others adorned with woods of fir and 

birch, and all-blending with perfect· harmony of colouring, 

in which the heathy purple and a soft yellow seemedto 

have most diffusion-hung awfulJy over, or rose with a 

majestic swcep from the sides of the watery vista, hiding 

their sublime summits in the clouds. Over many a mile of 

water- the eye beheld its surface; here gently agitated by a 

partial breeze, there as tranquil~s a mirror, reflecting upon 

its bosom huge fragments of the adjoining crags or moun­

tains; whilst, far in the west, this graceful and sublime 

scene faded in the sombre mist, of distance, and in the 

darkness of cloud collected. from· the Atlantic. The pro~ 

spect led my mind to reflect upon the bright and shaded 

vicissitu~es of life, ending, in the gloom of the grave. 

From the heights about Inverness, the people, under a 

~nig[) and unchanging sky, can, for weeks together, ,see 

the .. west involved in clouds, .pouring down a deluge upon 
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the natives within their range below. N atuTe, as if to 

-exhibit her peculiar fondness for this grand production of 

hen, has exempted the Jake, a~ I havc oUM'l'ved of' jt~ 

river, from one of the great, operations of Winter; "he has 

bestowed upon it the privilege of perpetual fluidity, in 

consequence of which, when other water., are ti'olll('n, it I" 

the haunt of all sorts of aquatic birds.· 

The road winds al~ng the lake, and is 1illCd 01} each sIde 

with thick hazle nnd birch trees, resembling ,cop"es, ca)}{'d 

shaws by the Scottish Bard, and is at short dis.t(u1<'es chan­

nelled by the fury of winter torrents. The dr\vc along the 

lakt' was truly delightftll; the water rippled at the base of 

the mountaius, on the !o,ide of which, with great &kiU and 

labour, the road wa" cut; and a tranquil grandeur IWl'vaded 

the whole scen('. The enormous stoups which are raised at 

various intervals cannot fail to attract the notice of the 

traveller, and arc but in a small degree less sutprising in 

size and elevation than those which constitutt, tile druidical 

fane. I have no doubt that the Druids, who were a learned 

body, were acquaintt'd with the astonishing POWf'I'S of the 

lever and the screw, and used them to inereaso.the awful 

impression of supernatural agency upon the vulgar mind. 

Supernatural indeed .nust their energies have been, if, with­

out such a mechanical aid, or the mode hereafter men­

tioned., ~ could have raised such stupendous masses of 

SE 
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stolle as are III many places to be seen to this day: 
Perhaps the most extraordinary remains of this kind are 

mentioned to have been tt.een in Eastern Island, by Captain 

Cooke~ who describes them as gigantic statues, of a grey 

stonc, the same as the vast and ingeniously contrived plat­

forms on which they rest are formed with :-" We could 

h&.nl1y conceive," says he, " how these islanders, wholly un­

acquainted with any mechanical power, could raise such stu­

pcndous figures, and afterwards plac~ the large cylindric 

stones, before mentioned, upon their heads. The only method 

I can conceive is by raising the upper end by little and 

little, supporting it by stones as it is raised, and building 

about it until they got it erect; thus a sort of mount, or 

scaffolding, would be made, upon which they might roll the 

cylinder, and place it upon the head of the statue, and 

then the stones might be removed from about it. But if 

the &tones are factitious, the statues might have been put 

together on the place, in their present position, and the 

cylinder put on by building a mount round them, as above 

mentioned. But, let them have been made and set up by 

this or any other method, they must have been a work of 

ilnmense ~time, and sufficiently shew the ingenuity and 

perseverance of the islanders in the age in which the,. were 

bui1t.n --Cooke's VDyages, vol. i. p.296. 

Many of .the stones thus perpemiicularly elevated Oft the 
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'fOad are seven and eight feet high. 'fhe m~\'in g of these stones 

astonished the native.s at the time, and formed the subject 

of many little romantic and fabulous stories. This road IS 
• 

one of the several military ones, which ha\le much conduced 

to the amelioration of Scotland. Before the roads were 

constructed, the Highlanders seldom held any intercourse 

with each other beyond the boundaries of their glens; and 

when General Wade, under whose inspection the ulilitary 

roads in the Highlll:nds were made, first appeal'cd ill a 

carriage drawn by six horses, amongst these Alpine nati\'cs, 

they paid the greatest homage to the postilions and coach­

man, and wholly disrcgarucd the General and Ius fi'jends 

in the coach, whoni they considered to be of no con, 

sequence, from thcir being so shut up in the earriage. 

These roads have been principally formed in the summer 

season, by large detachments fhHU Highland regiments 

lying in balTacks, and in other quartt'fs in the Highlands. 

On the 'working days each private had six. penct'" extra, a 

corporal eight pence, and a se~jcant onc shilling: many 

other national objects might have been achieved in the 

same manner with great saving,to the state, and~n accept­

able augmentation to the soldier's' pay, had the same policy 

been adopted in the other parts of the United Kingdom. 

The solemn expanse of the lake, as I advanced toward, 

3E2 
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Boleskine, was a little relieved by the appearance of '8 

victualling vessel, belonging, as I was informed, to Fo~t 

Augustus, from which it ,was bound to Inverness, for pro­

visions, &c. for the g"ctrrison. Enchanted with my drive, 

I arrived at the inn usually known by the appellation of 

the General's lIut, so called from General ,\\Tade, who, 

when he commanded in the north, lived in a small tem­

porary building upon the site of~ or near to, the present 

inn. This inn is a solitary house, and stands upon a cou­

siderable eminence in one of the finest situations which 

the imagination can depict. From this spot the remains 

of the Castle of' Urquhart, standing on an opposite point 

to the eastward, p1'<~jecting into the lake, art' seen. The 

Scots contemplate this ruin with patriotic devotion, on 

account of its being the last fortress that held out against 

the 'arms of Edward the :First. }'rom this spot, too, the lake, 

and all it~ majestic associates of rock and mountain, appear 

to the highest advantage, and strongly reminded me of the 

scenety in the neighbourhood of Stockholm, which. I con ... 

tClllplated from a mountain in the Gulph of Bothnia. Near 

the inn is an unfinished lodge of the Honourable Arthibald 

l i'ra$Cr., a ~on of the celebrated Lord Lovat, known in the 
annals of 1740. 

I t is a pleasant circumstance for travellers in this solitary 

lffgiOll to fitKl a very <civil innkeeper, 'Who ba$ one «tbe 
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prettiest women I saw in the I-lig};lal1ds for his wife. The 
boUle is a poor one, but the possessor of it pronliscd to 

put it in excellent condition if he could procure a lease of 
• 

it: he obtained from me a promise to write to his landlord 

to recommend his wi~hes, which I hare done. If the 

application succeeds it will be very bcnefieial to future 

travellers. In this application I should.have been joined by 

Lord Trafa]gar, who was also at this house, and was equally 

pleased with the attentions of the worthy IIighlander, had 

not a sudden and fatal indisp0'5ition deprived his country 

of a young nobleman who promised well to sllpport, with 

the dignity of virtue, the wcll~carned honours of the illus­

trious Nelson. 

It is a mattcr of conbiderahle consequence to travellers in 

these parts that there should be a good inn upon this spot, 

and I hope that the liberty I ha.ve taken ill recommending 

the wishes of my honest host will not be unavailing. After 

an excellent Highland dinner, I proceeded to thc :Fall of 

Phoyers, or Fyers, about a mile and a half off, in my way 

to Fort Augu~tl1s. After I had left the General's Hut 

about a. quarter of a mile, t~le road curved tbrough the 

mountains towards Stratil Errick. This cataract is very 

lofty and grand, and is con~idered as the chief of the 

Caledonian falls. The thunder of its waters, which de­

scend into a gloomy abyss of uncouth and rugged masbes 
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of sable rock and elifts, wooded with weeping birch, yew, 

holly, and hazci, is heard from the road; and, contemplat-ed 

from the various directions in which the beholder is placed 
• 

by the guide, above, midway, and below, it is truly grand 

and awful. 

]j'rom a hillock, :tendered for ever verdant by the mists 

of the cataract, called, I believe, " the Green Bank," the 

traveller has the finest view of the fall. fIere, looking 

through the splendid prismatic arch of its own iris, the 

white foam of this Niagara of the north is seen, whilst many 

a graceful tree and scented herb aFC moistened by the soft 

showers of its spray, and the deep ravine below seems 

filled with steam. This wonderful cataract is formed by 

the confluence of sevr-ral great mountain-streams, and the 

river of a loch in the neighbourhood. Burns has thus 

celebrated it :--

Among the heathy hills and ragged woods, 
The roaring Fycl'8 pours his mossy floods, 
Till full he clashes on the rocky moundll, 
Where thlo' a shapeless breach his stream resounds. 
As high in a.ir the bursting torrents flow, 
As deep recoiling surgeb fOlllll below, 
Prone down the rock the whitening sheet delicends, 
And viewless Echo's ear Rstonish'd rends. 
Dim seen lhl'o' rilling mists and ceaseless show'ta, 
The hoary cavern wide surroundrng low'rs; 
Still thro' the gap the struggling river toils, 
AQd stdl below th~ horrid cauldron boils." 
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About a hundred yards higher up, there are several large 

caves, more interesting from their having been the secluded 

asylums of many of the unfortunate rebels, who found in 
• 

them a protection from the slaughter which reddened the 

plains of Culloden with the blood of their countrymen; 

and adjoining there is a beautiful view from a bridge of 

one arch, resting upon two opposite rpcks, through which 

the river flows, till it thunders dow 11 in the Cataract of 

Fyet's. 

Upon quitting this spot, the road turned from the lake 

through a defile of hills, bordered by trees and bushes, till 

I at 1ength ascended into a. region of mountains, jumbled 

together as by an earthquake, when all around me became 

dark, savage, barren, and desolate, and for several miles I 

neither heard the voice of man, beast, nor bird, nor sa w the 

appearance of tllem, nor the meaus by which they could be 

nourished. It strongly brought to my rccoJlection many 

parts of the mountainous drive from Killarney to Cork, in 

Ireland. An occasional view of two small lakes was all that 

I beheld to mitigate the horrors of this continued scene of 

desolation. It was evening wh~n I arrived at Fo~ Augustus, 

where I found a tolerable inn; and the next morning paid 

my 'respects to the Lieutenant-Governor, Colonel Brodie, 

to whom I had a letter of recommendation, and with whom 

I breakfasted. This fort, which, seen from the heights 



towaros Loch Ness,· resembles an old cdecayedpa1iee, 

stands at the head of the lake on a smal1 plain, and. pOs­
sesses little 'Worthy of o~servatjon. W'jthin, it is like the 

quadrangle of a college. It has fonT bastions, and twenty 

pieces of cannon, six-pounder:; eaeh; and is garrisoned by 
one company of soldiers. The barracks are able to accom­

modate four hundrc,l men. As a place of defence it is only 

necessary to mention that it was easily taken by the raw 

rebels of 1746, who considering it, as it is f~tir to suppose, 

untenable, soon deserted it, after demolishing what they 

could. In }:rse this fort is caf1ed Ki11 Chuimin, or the 

bUJ'jal-place of the CUJlnnins. It is little more than a mere 

Uncle Tob.1f t()rtification. I 'vas more pleased with seeing 

the mountain-ash which grew about it, and the Governo ... ·s 

little garden, than the whole fortress. 

Within a few miles of this fort are the celebrated paranel 

roads in Glen Ro,Y, which, os the learned in antiquity: sup ... 

pose, were constructed for the accommodation:.of tbe ancient 

Scottish Kings. 

Therearr also in the distl/ict of ·Glenelg,opposite to .. the 

. Isle of Sky, the Tuins of some ancient circular- hliildings, 

resembling glass-houses, by some supposed ito be Danish 

forts, but which have longafi'ordedoontl'oversia:l matter for 

ahtiq uaries. 
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The view of the lake, from this fort, must be vCI'y beautiful 

on a. fine day, with which I was not favoured, and which is 

sOOlewhat of a rarity in this weeping climate. From a l'C­

gi~t.er of the weather at tbis place, kept for one year, ending 

May, 1807, it appears that, out of three hundred and sixty­

fite days, there were only onc hundred a.nd five fair. Some 

wag has said that the climate of the west wa~ composed of 

nine months of winter, and three of bad weather. 

At the Governor's breakfast-table I observed that the 

wheaten bread was mouldy, owing, as I was informed, to the 

fort being dependent upon Inverness for its regular supplies 

of this article, and 1 found that 1 had been well ad vised in 

laying in a store of it, particularly as the oaten cake dis­

agreed with me. Here it will be necessary for the travener 

to lay in provision for Letter Findley. This part of the 

county of InvernesfO-bhire is so frequently exposed to rain, 

that the peasants seldom depend upon sm ing their corn in 

the open air; dr.lJil~g-houses are therefore used by such as 

can afford them, in which the !o.Iheaves are singly hung upon 

a peg until they arc dry enough to mahc room for others. 

The people are restricted to the most dcgenerateti species 

of oats, with the hairy-bearded husk, a light srnall kind of 

b~r, "aDd potatoes . 

.. FrfHll Fort Augustus Dr. Johnson and Mr. Boswell turned 



:LOC,H ··ot~lf ... 

off to Glensheals, in tbeir.w:ay W t~eI8land pfSky, whicb 
is theuearest route. 

Upon quitting it for Fort William I left the river Oich to 

myrigbt, and, after crossing a bridge, I entered a long and 

dreary defile of barren mountains, whose, sides bore ample 

testimony to the ~iolence of the winter torrents, and ill 

the road the carriage~wheel .was seldom out of water. 

A few ash and hazle trees occasionally gladdened the 

eye. About three miles from the Fort, LochOich, and 

its river flowing from it, appeared, with. a large range of 

verdant mountains on either side, occasioually well clothed 

with mountain-ash, firs, elder, and birch. As I passed 

along the rocky shores of this lake, I was much pleased 

with the contrast of the;modernbouse and old castle of 

Glengarry, and the roads behind, belonging to Macdonnell 

of Glengarry. They possessed the united attraction of 

beauty andmrity. In every direction were water-fa.lls,. at 

this time l'atherslellderlysupplied. 

ABlappr()~chedLochLochy the f~ins began to, descend" 
tlnd. at Jhe' bead .. ' of.the lake my ,eyeCQuld ·001y ·traN~l 

i))id:waJ( up the, stu penclo\115 mou·fI;tain8b¢tw.~en'W,bi<;lt '.it, is 

e.xpanded.. lp~~d near ,Laggan, de.rv~" ofnoti¢e :.JQf 

its> having beep the residence. and its,u1'l'Ounding ~aery 

die 8.upject of the pen, ofMI'S. Orant, a lad,. wh(),llas 
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deservedly raised herself to literary eminence by her very 

interesting " Letters from the Mountains," 8,nd several 

elegant effusions of her Muse. 

Letter Findley is a solitary inn, as dirty and miserable ai 

any venta in Spain; and worse, with regard to cleanliness 

and accommodation, than any other in &otland that 1 met 

with. The children belonging to the house appeared to be, 

as it is tenderly called, smitten, or devoured, with a cutaneous 

disease, called, from a false impression of its being almost 

peculiar to Scotland, the Caledonian Cremona, or Scottish 

Fiddle. This disordel: is principally engendered by habits 

of 61-th; and, as far as I had opportunities of observing, 

and of collecting information from medical gentlemen 

upon the su~ject, has been very much reduced of late years 

amongst the lower orders. 

I had before seen specimens of Highland hamlets, and 

in my way to this place I passt"d by another of them. 

At a distance they resemhle a number of piles of turf. In 

ge'fteral they are built in glens and straths, or upon t11<; side 

of a lake, or near a river or strea.t,n, adjoining to w~ch there 

is a little arable land. This near Letter Findley is close to the 

shore' of the lake, all the huts of which appear to be con .. 

'Structed after the same style of rude architecture. The walls 

S F 2 



are built of turt or stones, accordirag to the DBblre af ~hc 
adjoining soil, ahd raised about si..x feet hig~ on the top of 

which a roof of branches of trees is constructed,; this is 

covered with squares of turf, of about six inches thick, 

closely pI'essed together, and put on fresh from its parent 

nlOOf, with the grass or heath upon it, which afterwards 

continues to grow; and renderg it difficult for a traveller, 

unless he be very sharp-sighted, to distinguish at a little 

distance the hut from the moor. I have seen many of these 

buildings in bigh vegetation, and in that respect they Te­

minde.d me of the same description of buildings in Sweden. 

I Was obliged to stoop on entering the door of these 

sylvan abodes, and within saw a cabin which brought to my 

recolk"Ction that of Robinson Crusoe: upon the ground, 

about the centre, was the fire, the smoke of which escaped 

through a hole in the top of the roof, but not without having 

first blackened eVeTY part of it within. till the rafters 

looked like charcoal; and, unless the covering should be 
weather-proof, the rain must f.all within as black as ink­

drops. In others there waf a. little fire-place of iron bars, 

'With a bQb on either 'Side, and above a orank, for holding 

fiDe .eiide pot. The only'fumimre I saw were to.~~. 

tiQols, pails, aD iron pot, some bows' eod'''8pQ<M\8, Qf ltc:KMi, 

lad .. a capbeatd, ell8hekes~ ... tteWiag p~. 
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A ttolerable hut is divided into three parts: a butt, which 

is dle kitehen; a benn, an inner room; and a byar, where 

the cattle are housed. Frequently the partition of the 

chambers is effected by an old blanket, or a piece of sail-
< 

cloth. In the kitchen, and frequently in the inner rooUl, 

there are cupboard:beds for the family; Of, what is more 

frequent, when the fire on the ground is .extinguished, they 

put their bed of beath and blankets upon the spot whel'e 

it has burned, on account of the ground being dry. A true 

farmer loves to sleep near the bya)', that he may hear his 

cattle eat. These patriarchal dwellings frequently tremble, 

and sometimes fall, before the fury of the tempest. I was . 
told that very far north, when a Highland peasant enter-

tains his friends with a cheerful glass of whisky, it is 

usual, as a compliment to the host, to drink to his roof-tree, 

alluding to the principal beam, which by its weight enables 

the roof to resist the pressure of a mountain squa11, and 

which forms the great protection of the family within from 

its fury. 

A house with an upper story is called, by way of pre­

eminence, a lofted hut. I was in.formed by some ~ntlemen, 

who had long resided in the Highlands, that ill some of 

tbeee miserable habitations, upon their return from grouse­

shootiflg, they have been frequently offered a gl:!lsS of 
e1ctllent _bite or red wine, as well as whisky. Anotha 
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Highland gentleman informed me that these m()untajnaers 

are so attached to their peat or mud hovels, that, although 

he had erected for some .,of his tenants neat stone cottages, 

they continued to prefer their former dwellings, the work­

Inanshi p of their own hands. 

'rhe Highland peasants, like the Irish, are very much 

attached to their dunghills, which arc constructed close to 

their doors. To such a pitch of fondness is this carried, that 

upon an order being issued that nO one should raise their 

dunghill in the streets of CaHendar, one o]d lady is said 

to have ex pressed her joy that she was not deprived 

of h~rs by this dean and cruel decree, for she had made 

it in a back room. 

The peat-stack is generally the near neighbour of the 

dunghill: by this arrangement the most disgusting objects 

are t;trangely kept in full view. Here, as in Irelamd, the 

dog forms a part of the family. The children romp with 

him; and, in general, he is a great favourite. 

'fhe mode of living amongst the Highland pe~$antfY 
It' , 

corresponds with the simplicity of their abodes. Tl;teir 

prmcipal f00d i$ oattn or barley cakes. Oat~eal i$ ,usf,d Ut 
evarious 'hapes, ul'lder the names of broQhan~ stirabout,. 
$f).ius, eke. Sometimes the <mten cake.is made of,gt;Annaded 
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meal. that is, of meal separated' froOl the husks, and 

rQas~d by the fire, instead of being threshed and kiln­
d.ried. 

Milk also yields a principal source of subsistence. They 

milk not only cows, but goats and ewes. It has been 

said, but I doubt the fact, that oat,Ileal is sometimes 

supped dry, undressed, or baked, by putting a handful ill 

the mouth, and washing it down with water. 1 was told 

that the very poor Highlanders boil the blood of their 

cattle, when killed, with a quantity of salt, and that, when 

it becomcs cold and solid, they cut it in pieces, and use it 

for food~ At Invenlcss I saw some poor people in the 

act of carrying blood in bowls, ano, upon my asking what 

they intendcd to do with it, they said, " To make puddings 

with it." rrhe Highlanders have bad wisdom sufficient to 

see and fee} the "alue of cultivating the potatoe, a vege­

table which Nature seems to oiler as the bread-fruit of 

every country. The memory of Sil' Walter Raleigh deserves 

more from his country by having brought the potatoe from 

America than if he \had conquered G ujana. I saw few 

Highland huts which bad not an adjoining little potatoe­

plot, and I think the Highland potatoe little inferior to 

the Irish. A very favourite Highland dish, of the bigher 

~l.8$,.is composed of sour cream, sugar, w'4isky, curds, 

fresh ttUlk, and flummery, a paste produ~ed froUl a pre--



paration of oats $tecpcd in wa.ter. The aifectiQJ)8 of the 

peasant are easily engaged by bunlouring his prejud.ices 
and conforming to his f habits. It is recorded, in the 

romantic accounts of the escapes of Prince Charles Edward, 

that when he effec~ his retreat to the Hebridean Island of 

Rasay, in consequence of ,dmost all the houses having 

been burnt by the !!tOldiers under the command of the Duke 

of Cumherland, he was obliged to· repair to a little but, 

recently built by some shepherds, where a fire was kindled, 

and a bed of heath prepared. ·"Vhen the provi~ions which 
had been brought with him froID, Kingsburgh were opened, 

he was presented with wheat-bread anu brandy, which he 

declined, declaring that he would not taste them whilst 

oat-bread and whisky lasted, "for these," said he, " are 

my own country's bread and drink."-These expressions 

greatly increased the affection of the Highlanders for him. 

Although !ociety is so widely scattered in the Highlands 

that the natives have not frequent opportunities of as .. 

. sembling on convi\iat occa.sions, yet with social improve­
ment the use of whisky has increased amazingly, ulthough. 

tbeduty upon it hilS incre.ed too. It appeal'$ that the duty 

on spirits distilled itt, SeotlalKl. exeh.'l'slve of ~he 41lty 'on 
( 

malt and malt liquor, i.,ted 'stMrits and wine, did"uot 

ptodUce ia ttie yeat! 1777 the SUftr of ~, where. ia 
l~ it produeed 15O,OOO/~ 
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In some of the remote parts of the Highlands, a candle 

would produce as much sensation as a Chitlcse lantern. 

On account of the difficulty and expense of procuring 

tallow, they substitute dried slips of the birch and fir-tree, 

the stumps of which they find in the peat-bogs wilen they 

cut for fuel. The care of attending to these rude tapers, 

which burn quickly and brightly, i~ ctlnfided to those of 

a family who are too aged or too young to pezform 

any very serviceable labour. This substitute was not 

unknown to me. In the course of my rambles in other 

countries 1 have met with the fir-slip candle. It is fre­

quently used in mou\ltainous n'gions. On the borders of 

'Wetteravia, a country not far from Franckfort on the 

Maine, rises a chain of mountains called Del' Vogelsberg, 

the produce of which is chiefly potatoes. On the summit 

of this mountain the snow defies the summer sun. In this 

elevated region also the lower class of peasantry, in their 

long winter evenings, use, instead of candle, slips Gf fir, a. 

tree which, as well as the oak, flourishes there in gt'eat 

abundance. These slips are put in the midd1e of the rOOIn, 

round which the girls of the family assemble to spin, whilst 

their lovers stand behind, to claim the privilege-of a kiss, 

if their mistresses make an error'in slipping the knot. 
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XXI'EN'1' OF HIClHLANDS - FARMING IMPROVEMENTS - RURAL 

ARRANGEMENTS --RUDE GEAR- FOR'!' WILLIAM - A HIGH­

LAND SHOWER, WHAT - Jo'lNE WEATHER UNWHOLESOME­

Bj<~N NEVJS-CATTLE FAIRS-A CHURCH-INN-THE CONA OF 

OSSlAN-HORIUBI,E MASSACRE-MACDONALD Olt' GLENCOE­

APP IN-HOUSE-OB AN. 

IN my progress thus far amongst th~ Western Highlands, 

I had sufficient opportunity of observing their eminent 

pretensions to be ranked amongst the sublime and beau­

tifulof nature. The Highlands may be said to commence 

from Dumbarton, near the mouth of the CJyde, and com­

prise the mountainous parts of Scotland from thence to 

the north and north-west, -including the Hebrides. Their 

length is about two hundred lniles, and their breadth varies 

from fifty to one hundred, yet they have no ascertained 

bouodary coinciding with the limits of any civil jurisdiction. 

It'is wort~· of observation that the ridges of the mountains 

which cba.t'acterize this part o.f the country run nearly 
c 

west and east, and that they exhibit evidences highly cor-

roborative of the deluge, which, it is fair to suppose, poured 

in from the south-west to the north-east, and produced those 
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vast and astonishing inequalities which are visible in this 

direeti()Jl upon the summits of these and of every other 

kuown mountain of the partll.. 'fhe shepherds in the­

Highlands constant1y observe, that, whilst the south-west 

side of the hin is sterile, thc north-east side is rieh in soil 

and pasture, and exhibits traces of alluvial earth. 

The summits of the mountains have seJdom any other 

covering than moss, upon a bed of stones and gravel; and 

where these have been washed away by storms, the bare 

rock appears. The sides of these mountains, which are gene­

rally clad with heat~, and other hardy northern plant8, 

can never become araele land: it is only in vales and shel· 

tered situations that tillage can be tried with success; in 

these spots barley, oats, potatoes, flax, pease, rye, turnips, 

and some foreign grasses, are cultivated, but not in a suffi­

cient degree to render the importation of grain and meal 

unnecessary . 

'fhe butter in the Highlands is mucli improved: it used 

1.0;00 full of, hairs, and it was a common saying, that, if 

the butter had no hairs in it, tlle cow that ga \~ the milk . 
, • .dIilld nM thri\te. The ·butter of Scotland is in genera), 

• 
I think, inferior to that ·of England, and perhaps a COn-

seio\tsuess ' of <this drcumstanee led to the 'introductioh 

of hooe,~' ~m'fml.tade8, and p,e$~t.,es,\ npon the Scottish' 

So2 
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breakfast-tables. The Highland honey is in high estimatioa,. 
and is indebted i{)r its peculiarly delicious flavour 110 the 

bloom of the heath. The Lowlanders can theateelves the 

I.land of Cakes, whilst the Highlanders proudly bout of 

inhabiting a land of milk and honey. 

The domestic distribution of labour in the little Highland 

farms is singularly intere~lting. The lesser boys take charge 

of the weaned lambs; the stronger attend the goats t.o the 

rocks and perilous precipices, upon which they love to 

browse: the young girls are employed at the distaff; the 

young men attend the cattle upon ~he mountains, whilst 

their father cultivates his little patch. of ground, repairs his 

but, of which he is the designer and builder, and upon 

which occasion the knife, the axe, and the augur, are his 

simple materials; in this respect, ho ~vcver, he is better pro­

vided thau the Russian boor, who works with more skill, neat­

ness, and ingenuity, with only his axe. .At evening fall the 

children return home, the bearers of fish which they have 

caught in some neighbouring stream, and of alder~bQrk, 

and buds of heath and moss, with which their mother may 

staiu 11er l~e-spull plaid. , Amongst the Higblanders, both 

.young and 'old, the season 'of" summer flitting," "hen they 
remove for the summer to the mountains with their Bockli, is 

always bailed with a rapturous welc~ne. At this time they 

live in the mountains in shealmgs. or little huts con&tr~ted; 
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fer the purpose, and sleep upon beds of heatht leading a 

life perf'6CtJy pastoral until the autumn is advanced, when 

they return to their glens. 

The materiaJs which they adapt to useful purposes are 

frequently very simple. In different parts of the Highland~, 

as in the south-west parts of Ireland, ~traw is found a con­

venient substitute for ropes.' The horse-coUar and crupper 

~re frequently made of straw. Sticks of birch twisted 

together are also frequently used for halters and harness, 

and are called woodies .. 

\ 

The dimensions of Lochs Oich and Lochy I have before 

gIven. Upon bidding adieu to Letter Findley, which I 

should have done with great pleasure had not the magnificent 

grandeur of the prodigious mountains opposite afforded an 

uncommonly rich banquet to the eye, the road lay through 

a long chain of craggy mountains, affording little more va­

riety than what was furnished by a miserable straggling hut 

or two, until my eye caught witb pleasure a lofty bridge 

buHt O'fer the river Spean, under the direction of General 

Wade, to whom the traveUer i~ the Highlands _ds himself 

continually under obligation, and to whose memory he 
~ 

would gladly contribute his mite to taise a monument. 

Ttwough the arches of this bridge the Spean rusMs with 
< 

.eat rapidity to the head of Loch Looby. III the wintel 
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season, this river, 1Il consequence 01 ltS l)cing supplied by 

so many monntain ton'cnts, exhibits, as I was informed; a 

trclIlendous descent of .waterh. "As 1 approached Fort 

\Villiam, ] passed on my Jeft near the base of Ben Nevis, 

whose stupendous summits I had long contemplated, 

soaring above his associate mountains with an elcvation 

and aspect truly su1->lime; and on my right the ruins of the 

ancient Castle of Invcrlochy, which possess nothing about 

thplU worthy of partieular notice. The entrance to the town 

of l\laryborough, adjoiniug to the fort, has little to gratify 

the ey(~; an<;l Loch Eil, and the surrounding mountain 

scenery, is more grand than beautiful 

l"ort 'VilJiam is situate Oil Lochabef, bordering Oll the 

Western Ocean, yet within the shire of Inverness. Jt wa'i 

built in the reign of King \Villiam and Queen IHary, being 

called after the name of the l(ing, and was originally 

de~igncd as a check upon the chief of the Camerons, a 

clan addicted to plnnd~r and rebellion. The town was 

erected into a borough in honour of Queen ~iary: it is a 

long stroot of indifferent houses, stuccoed white, and 

is chiefly Milhabited by fisl,crmeu, who carryon a COR­

siderable fishery in the lake: The inn is rather destitute of 

acootll1l11odatien. Nothing can be shabbier, as a torti6ca ... 
tiob, than Fort William; it has neither strength, SpROOt nor 

neatness. It could scarcely stand a siege of two daya 
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flgaill$t ~ company of raw, but resolute, volunteers: the 

barraoks are composed of' wood, and, having already suttered 

by. time, promise at no di~tant day to be blown away as 

touch-wood. It is garrisoned by a serjeant's guard. The 

Government.house is very small and incommodious, but 

rendered comfortable by its neatness, and delightful by the 

receptIOn which I experienced from tlfe officer residing in 

it; and his lady. The principal reason, I was mformcd, for 

continuing this military station, (if it may be dignified with 

that appellation,) IS to preserve a check upon the smugglers 

in this part of the country. If it be worth the. ~xp('nse of 

preserving, Government would do right Lo deal out repair 

with a prompt and lav~ ha~d, otl~rwi~e they will soon have 

to regret its fall: but within, hospitality found room to 

spread a plentiful table, and elegance to display the most 

agreea.ble manners. The farce of shutting the gate at the 

h9ur usual in fortified towns is still preserved in this tra­

vesty of a fortification. 

The shattered remains of the flag .. staff, which, when erected, 

walt a very thick mast, bore ample testimony to the terrible 

starlnS of wind which visit this place, particu)a~ nenr the 

a"Qtumnal equinox, when they prevail with stith fury, that 

v~ls are frequently blown'from their moorings, between 

Locb Loohy and the" sea, a little way f!om Fott William. 

Tl1e OaledBmian CanaJ commences ill'this direction, and is 



tarried tl~~)ij\qtfed~"ts~ 'whIch are ne~r • 

free passage to the 'b~ j of this tnountai"u~~_. 

'nw persons concerned. in this noble undertakir,g hafe 

lound that, in stormy seasons, the oecasional torrents thl\tr 

faU loaded witil 'Stone'S are so formidable, that they have 

been oblig-ed to enlarge the span of the arches, by which 

I'neans s1l6idetilt p~ssag('\s are opened {t)f carts and cattle 

QDd~ the canal~ and the necessity, Wilich hef(\)r~ existed~ 

of buikling bridgee for that purpose, will be prevet'lted. 

I was trUo~~tho region Qf "'ain, 'which des('cndQd with 

little lt~terlnkaion, during my stay at ~aTyborongh, with a 

GQpiOUSOOS8 wllich J hav~ not often} beheld. nain, which 

~ontinue8'~ih ,this neighbourhood for nine or ten weeks toge­

thert is a&t~ by the natives by the gentle 1"lmue of a sho'tt'eV". 

SU$ almost :etellnal moisture, no doubt, preserve'::, the vcr .. 

dure of the' pa,.e, which otherwise, so thin}Y'scattered as 
it is on a face of rock, would be Soon burnt up by the sun. 

A Highland gentleman, who went over to Paris during the 

late'momentary t>c8IOe,' met a friend '()t hi's there, whO'lthe 

yeaf betor&' It-.d 'been upon It 'ri&it to him at hi" Highlapd 
~ea\l.b~"lFt)rt W,illittth: ,1aiter the first usual in~l~ . \ 

h~ .-.sed; the 'H~bt~nder wa&~1\$ked by hie) (r •• d ,whetb~ 
t~~~~~r rwldeh WItS faliing"w heu' 'lle ·I~t him was f yet 
OV$r: ito "aoonslOlbed '.e U. natJlves of "these parts of. 
'W~ Ni#hktn~ aad the Hebrideans, to- be u-r ... 
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weepi~' climate, that in all hl,)}¢hn probability a long 

series .(;f fair weather would produce siekness and de­

&pulldency. 

Having no hopes, by a protracted stay, of being able to 

see the magnificent view which in a clear day must lie 

before the beholder upon the top of B~n Navis, I contented 

myself with walking some way up its side'). This mightiest 

of the mountains in Great Britain is four thousand three 

llundred and seventy feet above the level of the sea. From 

the top, 1 am informed, in favourable weflth'"'!', the rye' can 

travel from the Ger~lan to the Atlantic Ocean, can com­

mand many a Hebr~~l~~r.I~nd extend almost to the 

coast of Ireland. vVhen I first saw it, the atmosphere wag 

tolerably c1ear, and it then appeared to be as ugly in shape 

as it i~ huge in size. In some of its chasms in its northern 

side, the whiteness of eternal snows singularly contrasted 

with its vast masses of black and grey rocks. 

Ben Nevis exhibits a very visible and extraordinary 

appearance of the triumphs of time over the most stupen­

dous objects. It is now evi4ently part onlY of a much 

greater mountain, that scems-t6 have included the present 

one: and two adjoining on~ 1eRser height, presentiug 

now between them too irnmen'e gullies, from whence it jg 

conjectured that the n1fuvial dc'ositiol'l has nrobablv l(xtnc(l 
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most of the flat land tl~Jut Fort 'Villiam: this perhaps may 

ac('ount for its uncouth appearance. A grcat pArt of this . 
ya.,t mountain is fine porphyry, in which the tint of the 

rose 18 blcudcd with yellow and white: in some parts it is 

green, with a tinge of red and brown. 

Cau,le fairs, or rather meetings, are held at Maryborough 

1 wice a year: these mcetingst inspired by Hjghland jntc­

grit)', are conducted with great 1iberality, and confidence 

ill the honour of the contracting parties: nearly all the 

great Highland farmers are gentlemen of good education 

and polished lnanners. They sell thrir cdttle to English 

buyers, who purchase ,0thol'i s(""'~;g the beasts, from a 

knowledge they have of the stock bred upon the f~1fm of 

the owner: they arc sold upon the honour of the Scottish 

proprietor at so ntuch a head, and the lJUl'cilaser sends fol' 

them. The cattle are purchased 1ean, On account of the 

h'ngt h of the winters and the shortness of the SUUllners. 

~Iany parts of the Highland pa~turt',..lan~l will keep thou­

sands of sheep, though incapable of fattening any. I was 

infonneJ also that the 11 ighfand farmers never part with 

their lambs:' and never kil~! them but 101' their own tables. 

On the shores of Loch Nhss the ancient Highland, breed 
I ~ ~ 

of sheep are frequently fo~nd without any mixture. 'rhis 

breed is of a race very diircnt f['Om that of the southern 

provinces: tllcir ii'allle is Isma11, and apparently delicate; 
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their tails are short and tapering, an[1. Ullll]Y covered with 

strong silvery hairs; their eyes are prolllinf~nt. Sheep and 

goats arc generally reared Loge-tiler; the Iattf'r follow the 

former, and eat up thyme, pennyroyal, and other aromatic 

herbs, which the former will not touch. 

1 was not sorry to leave 1\larybonmgh, the neighbour­

hood of which 1\1:rs. G rant, in her Letters from the ~I oun­

tain", has very justly described :--~' It j" a sea-port without 

being animated; it is a village without the air of pf'ace and 
• 

simplicity; it is military without being either gay or boJd-

looking: it is country without being rural; it is Highland 
'- , ~ '-.,.. 

without being pietur~HuC or rOlflllntic ; it I13s plains with-
'" • <1. I 

out verdure, hills without ,\\;oods, mouutain:; without ma-

jesty, and a sky without a Sun-at least his beams appeal' 

so ~cldom, that I wonder the Loehabrians arc not da~zled 

into idolatry when he walks ill his brighlllcS5." 

The road from }'ort vVilliam for a long distance towards 

Appin is very good, and the eountry very picturesque. I 

passed by several huts, more miserable I thiuk than any 

1 had yet seen, which, from the smoke is~jng through 

the roof, and their squalid apI ,arallcc, f€srmblcd so many 

reeking <1unghills. A~ I ,~ vaiting lor the felTy-boat or 
Balahulis, on the opposite 81 re of Loch Leven, a Jarge 

group of lIighland peasants; :was assembled at the {('rry-
I 

3 II, 
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house, in ,\-"aiting for their pastor, it being Sunday; so that 
the llOU'lC united t·wo rather opposite characters, that of inn 

and chapel: this is by no.means an uncommon case in the 

HJgblands, where the population of a parish is so widely 

:,cattered: ill fine weather, under these circumstances, Divine 

'V or~hip is performed in the open air. Sometimes those 

ardent devotees are 'bcen crossing shallow rivcrs upon stilts, 

l1f'uring their parents on their backs to tbe church on the 

Oppo!)Jte sIde. 

The lake is about a quarter of a mile across, and a more 

grand and beautiful asst:tnblage of objects than lho~c which 

are prescuted to the eye i~1 all,. direclons, in cfoqsing thi~ 
ferry, I never beheld. A ver'bal description, however 

vivid, would not fail to be a. very imperfect picture, Soon 

after I arrived at Balabulis, 1 he I'ains, which had ceased for 

a short time, jUbt to unveil to file thl:) romantic and enchant­

ing scenery, descended with redoubled copiousness before 

1 could secure my retreat from a ramble along the shDres 

of the Leven, an~pllgst SOUle of the beautiful gl~ns, which 

here every where invite the notice of the traveller. After 

waiting witJ:\..Joh-like patie.~e to ascertain if the weather 

would permit me to visit a place- in this neighbourhood, 
• • f 

much celebrated for its aWfi~ gloom and horror, called Glen-

coe' 1 relinquished the de 'gQ, and proceeded to Appin­

house. I was much lTexed. tilt the disappointment, for the 



I llORRIllLl? MASSACRE. 421 
"-

glen we.s the birth.place of Ossian. 11he river Cae, at i tfol 

moutll, is the Cona of Ossian :-

(' Their sound was like a thousand streams that m.~t ill Cona's Vale" 
when> after a stormy rugi.t) they turn their dark eddies between the pale 
lIght of the morning.,t-FINGAL. 

pona is 31-;0 frequently celebrated hl" other parts of his 

poems. 'rhis frightful glen was the theatre of a massacre 

not often paralleled, and the recital of which carmot fail to 

make the mind "hudder with horror. It appear~ that many 

of the sturdy and high-spirited ehieftams, from an attach­

ment to the fallen fortunes of the Stuarts, ~ubmittcd to the 

Act of Settlement i~\r~vou!~ of }Gng 'Villiam with relu~~ 
i\r ,. ... ~I.' ... ., .. 

tanr{". 'll,P Earl of nroadalhalle undertook to reconcile the 

malcontents to tlns great polItical change; but, meeting 

with drfficultJes in his way, he resolved to be revenged upon 

those who embarrassed his mi~sion, and purticularly selected 

Macdonald of Glencoe, again"it whom he had a private 

piquf" as an o~;('ct devQted to dcsttuction. A('cordingly 

he represented hjm at court as an incorrigibJe rebel. He 

told the King that Macdonakl had got his MBjesty's proc1a ... 

lnation, which offered an indet lnity to 'aU who-had been in 

anns again&t him, upon submi 'ion, and taking the oath" 

of ailcgiancc, be10re the ex~· on of a year, but threat­

ened with mihtary execution t lOse who s}lOuld hold out 

after the first of December. acdonald refused to tak(~ 
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the oat hs, alleging that the Government had nothing to ap­

prchf'nd from his doing so, as he a] ways intended to keel} 

Jus opinions to himself. .At last, however, overpowered by 

1 he' per"ua'lion of his family and friends, on the last day of 

the month he repaired to }"'ort '''illiam, and requested of 

Colonel Htll, the then Govetnor, to tender the oath to him, 

which the Governof"declined, on account of his not being ~ 

Inagistrate; upon whICh Macdonald set off f()r Inverary. 

He tran:'Ilcd with such &wiftness, although the snow lay 

deep upon the ground, that he arrivPrl there' within one 

day aftf'f the period of indemnity had expired. Sir John 

Camphell, sheriff of the ('ounty, in consideratIon of his dis­

appointnwnt at Fort 'V~]~~!!), .. ,aAJtAmstered the oaths to 

him and his adher('nt~, and thf'Y l'('furned to (;J('ncoc, full 

of confidence in the protection of Government. In COll~e­

quence of Breadalbane's representations, the King, with 

the most unfeeling composure, ~jgncd an order fc)r putting 

about two hundred persons out of the protection of the pro­

clamation; and a warrant to thi~ effect wa~ issued to the 

Master of Stair, Secretary of State for Scotland, who bent 

orders to Livillg~tonc, the Commander-in-Chicf~ to put the 

unhappy idY'labitants of GI<}Ocoe to the sword, that the rest 
It ... 

of the refractory clans o!itllt be impressed with terr?r by 

the example. 

I 

In consequence of an (bider from Major Duncannon, 
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Ca'ptaiitCampbc11,of Glcn:lyon, mal'cheu at the head of his 

company into the valley of Glencoe, early in the month 
• 

of 1?eb111dry, 1691, on pretence of levying the arrears of the 

land~tax and hearth-money. l\Jacdonald -demanded of the 

officer the o~jeet of such a '~:Blt, who answered, upon 

his hononr, that he Incant no injury either to him or to his . 
people. In consequence of this declaration, C;impbell and 

his soldiers were kindly received, and treated in the most 

hospitable manner for fifteen days. At length the horrible 

hour of unsuspected slaughter approached. The Lord anci 

Lady of Glencoe, and CampbeU and some of his officers, 

spent the day, in the evening playing at cards together, 

and parted early, wif~ mutt;lal t;xpressiolls of esteem. In 
., .• ,,!.. . 

the course of the eveningyouil:!?; Macdonald observed that 

the guards were doubled; and, from other appearances 

amongst the soldiers, suspected treachery, and communi­

cated his suspicions to his father, whose confidence in the 

honour of Campbell made him revolt at the idea. The 

young man continued firm in his opinion,andat nightfaU 

went, accompanied by his brother, amongst the soldiers) to, 

lnake further observations: upon approaching a guard, they 

Qverheard a sentinel express ,his dislike to ttre meditated 

busine~s of blood to his comra(]\", observing, that he should 
" ,.'~ "" 

hav; no objection to iigh'(;""H "MacdQnalds in theficld 

fairly, but that his soul rcv()lte . at butchering them in cold 

blood .. " However," added he, '")uroffi.cersare answerable for 

the tr~achery.J' Upon hearing;hlis ·tneyoung men hastened 
~ ,J 
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back with the intelligence to their father; but • mas ... 

sacre had commenced. Before they reached their house, 
'" 

the yollies of' death, and the shrieks of despair, rang through 

the glen, and, b~ing unarmed, they pr~ervt~d their lives 

by flight. 1"he ferocio~ soldiery entered Macdonald·s 

chamber, and, upon ills starting up, they shot him through 

the bead, and he feU dead in the arms of his astonished 

wife, who died dIstracted with horror the ensuing day. 

The huts of the t.f'llant~ and dependants WCI"e surrounded, 

and everyone within was put to death. 1.1hit·ty..(~)ght persons 

were butchered in their beds. The design 'W'a.~ to murder 

nil under seventy years of age, am()Unting to about two 

lmndred persons; but sqmc ~.etacE~lents, hnppily for tIl(> 
,,-~ \,-

suniYors, did not arrive in time to secure the passes, and, 

. in consequence, one hundred and sixty escaped. 

When these savage assassins had completed 1he massacre, 

they st't fire to the houses, seized all the property they 

<'ouid find, and drove the (",attle away. The night was 

one of the bitterest (}f the "'inter; and, when the day 

broke upon this horrible secor', womell, who, with their 

iufimts, ha4} fled tliked rrpm the murderers, were found 

fl'ozeh to death with tfelf dlil<lren, under roaks and 

hedges, at some distance1'TOD:f the glen. 

Upon a :reprctlentation 6~. this barbarous otltrage to the 

l<.ing, he endeavoured t~ f~hrow the respollsibility f{om hIs 
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. " ,- .':'.::':'"~~_:~;',.:'-~>'; )~,:" '{'.':' : -- - :' :..... --II _ _ _ _ ,:/~.~.~.?;~' -' !;"~ '- :" .' .: • .< -; 

."", , .girl),'f1.\i~tlef'~;'~i ::Sl~;~ •• \t~ ::J~~\ll~;(' ,~n~ 
.·.·, .. ~'U_y.·, -PM~l',~",bi~ · '~" "I(he :~'4l{Wer pUR~'~.:jp~ .. pet'F~,)tj 

~'f:~~~4 'ma.~S;~;i,~~ht~~~ling , ,!go~f, "'It~; .• nail6. an iwde~ 
!,:~tjkid~t.. upQP_~~'~~G~r~ ·'· :: -' 

Ju ;;~h.i,6 :\,¥a~f:" ,~l ,,>,n~;. ",t~fl.".tJil,~r~" " isa(,yery "eJ. t:l'$.onliuary 

,,~:r:;,~rf\.9c.~v~P~~<i-ij,f~ • b~ ~th~ , S"~rJll~:v.(:ed $t;ru l ulll-of rock 

()~~ t~1~ " , ; ~q»J.h :, ~ide1, :j )t'~iGP.; ~;'1~as, r,':1~ot " .'yet beEn} clQcidatecl. 
, , ." '" .. ; ' .. .. , .:./ .. •... , : " , \ ," . " :" ',' ,"\:'\: , . , 

Th~r~! i!$ " ~lsq,!_~~" q~.~ ;" tJ.;>l~~l,.~;.t1l'; i quar~y, , aIQ~:gtll{," ~k~ of 
'. ," " , '.' ,.".: .. " -'- . " "'" '-,' " , - - . . , . 

~ll;,~ ~~t?P~':iq.,i:· ,phe~, !'fP~ , .~to . . Gle.ncOB., U ndera , &kY"r,,-of 

Wa.~~~ . Ifle',f;~,e41\we",) hpspita.l)lf;} .. ;rq<;>r. -of. Appin:-house, ' a ' 

s,yat belQ.ngill~ty~, Y.W i :~fartl',J.isof Th()lnOnd,aild . 0(~Cupied 

QS C,,(>lonel: , It9bc~·t.&9~1, l\la-c~onald, and his ~n~iabl~ lady 
'. ~; (." ~"... '.. , .. ::. . .. _. .. - .. . . 

~~9~1 familY, y;,4o, had,re('.cptJ, H'-,:turQe~, frOll) rCeyloo. ,;: 1'he 

sitllationof thqhouse.isel~yatt?d, anp~O,mIllaflfls aCJ,b!lnll­

' ~J1g view of that great arm of the sea ealledLodlJ~innhe, · 

~~~l" " r!linso( ~ , castl~, :.,Jrh~fiJ~~.; : ,lW<;lrly .- CO\:~y~ihe, island 
upon which ,th$Y. ~tan~l" .. the "~1;4~nt , W{lufl\,;, ~f ,J:ii~m(;)ret. 

, a.nd ,: th~., opposite al\d,<~~~\?r~d ':'H:~~n*.a4Hs~i'.t 1\'t.:,er\ren. ' 

The ph,\!1 Wt.iOtlS B pon tl~~ ~~ta~~}~'~ . ¥~.r,y, : ¢a#~tl;~iv~<; , ~pon 

.the,,, sP.~l~S;Sp,~ ;!~he, )~~:' 3: ,\ ~ft~l..~ ,"~!1E'~,#.~~ll~ Ath~ ; llQlISC, . ,.gtre 
smne :f;st '.gl,C?!? #Jf.tw, ~ tQC~,~,,~~~t;~~~W,~yq>fY:ll(~ice. A~ppi ll ' . 
lSJ1', ~nl~~nl,qle\-J.~~ki.gg ; pl~~e:~ 2:j~t: '\'~be. pq~ltry, as -,, :" p,ro­
,~d~~' Sh,~~~~.··· F'~p~N.' · · is, ~v~n" .~{(~~~. J ~llA ,V:ery bea~~~~u]. 
:~i.,;~l}'~~ ·f~ty: l c~s~ed I;JoehCrer.~n ; ',~~d, ~qout fOtlr ~l:niles 
"'/,"" ;.," , .. ,' •.•.• <" " " . } . ' ", .... ' ... . .•.. " . . ,.. . ' .. . ...••.... ,'" 
,H:{te~,w~f~;~":w>it.h$l:iy~J . at , . Conl:lt}llf'f~~'x .,:"w~u~h~ .. on account' i'C'! 

• . . . , .... , '1, . ..... , ' , , 

S 



.: 4~f) . ,ri.;i~~~'<!:; 
." , ', ' .. -. , " -. .".'";' ,:- . · Y:':· .~.1.,::, 

.. . ,~~~~~~\;~.J~),di~l~I~;':'· 
,. , ~l~ . o:ccasi~n~ll·,v~langcr~. : Near '. ther{iaq ii t(). ,~9ntien . Ferry 
" is the Stt~':.1.#· ·t~:' :·oelelJrat~4: city' Qfl3Creg~nium,. Pric::~tbt? . 

eap1t:~d :>~t.';;~~~:~nd(:~dhtbtliit ·t;.~'. '~iJig; ,;i'ergus I r .•• ;' .....• It;.i$. ,:).,,· 
. ( . , ....... :,. "' .. " ' .... \~.-. . .. ... . . : .....•... " . 

sn..p.J?<)sed : · >thatl~'~bis ,· ~itY . ,p~tished·;>:t~ ·.:a .. ·· .•. vol~~~~ erup~iQ~:'i~:/ 

'grealqua.ntitl~s, of sCorire : of·" 4itfer~qt~ind;~~.~.beingfoull{l . 
in' )(iu ldadj()julng ;:to't.he, spo-ti '. 

~ i ( . . ' 

From the ferry t(,)Oban, ·.about £()llf :miles, the. country, 

which' is .rocky, · iS iln:ark<ecl .by ' i vQk~aQicaf)pcarances, . which. 

con$.t~ntly .-attracted my" , nptl(;'C· tl~liL'r .reachedtheft6u" 
• - I " - • -, ' • 

. ~ishing . (tl).<l .. beautiful ·littlelown ' of ,Oban. 'rhis town, 

,~hi.ch, is ~ ~oncealed . fron1' the 'V estern-' Ocean by the island 
::~: . • # 

i 6f"K~rrara, is ' d¥lely " situated f(.Ir trade and (~onunerce: . 

It hl.l:s .. ~.bay;·;,w hidt.is of a .semicircular form, from twelve 

.. t()·/ t1\#ty ,AatboBl'sdt>.£ll, is capacious enough to hql~l ' 

,' .. " .&i!l)r,:~:~n{lr(tdsail'9f '·m.erchantnlCo, and· has two entries, q9~' 
··,· .. >.: · ... 1-·/ ;. . '.~- , __ ' ' " -::. '~: .. -" : : . .. ,:;': I, 

. . ~ . .tbe S()utty ~ aud the',. other· from the' north ; it is well :' 

~t)cte~ ,~n~t~~~IYj wil.ds,>1nci the fnry of the 
.AtJ·aln't~~f .. )bY);·l{iuJli,; ... arid "· ~~}er:.~l~a(ds hefore - it. Only a 
,. i ' " , . "'1." " ,, 1:."'_':' I '.' ,'. I', " , , '. "" ." , , ~ " ,'.' . ' . ",' . L ". " 

ftl#;y~rs~~,,~$} *~)It!l'j'~~.nothingbntt~?ll' 

l~ts · ·;,pr()sperit;Y; · ' buf ~' ~i~~~table . arId :, e~t~tpt~~i~' G.:,:.~,: 
, " .' •. ,: ; .~ ' , .., c, ', .... '," . 
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vhiual~:of tbe nanle of Stevenson, and his-I$ons, to {lilt' of 

whom I had a letter of introductlOn, and who settle~1 here: 

iq 1778, have most contributed, by theil' ';)pirited under-
• 

~kings in various branches of trame, to l\ti~ it to it't. prosell t 

consequence. 'I'hey principally "Ill pply tht" Heund('s in 

their vjcinity with mcrchandir.,c; tlH'Y carryon a, large 

coa:,ting trade; deal in meal. kf'lp, t!:\tlJe, IlHJcs, &c.; and 

carryon the busincr;s of Slllp-hUlldm!l;. There b no place 

U pOll the coast of Scotland better adapted, on account of 

its eAcdlcnt harhour and road, llVlll Oban, for a great sua­

port and fishing ')tation. 

In times like the I~rebl'nt, wt!{,ll we an' contending with 

a mo&t subtle autl iormidab1e cUt:"my, this place is peculiarly 

'Wortll'y of the J10tIC(, of Government, as aifc)rding an ad .. 

mirable ~ituation for a roya1 dod .... alld arsenul. There if> 

a ready cornmull1cution open 'rith Glal'gow, hy the Cl)'de, 

fOl' the COllYcyance of storcH; Loch Linnhe is navigable 

to };'ort WIlham, which has an cU!;y ac{'{'ss with l"ol't 

A UO'Ubtus and 11'o1't Qt~()ro'e where a ('onsiderabl(' body of o ~ , 

.troops might be lodged, or barrdCk~ .might bf' cnwted in 

the neighbonrhood of Oban. Ships of war ~ld tralll:;ports 

tl)ight sail for the \lYe&t IndieS' or America, from il1(' w('st 

~tr<of Scotland, with any, wind, at all ttlllf'tI of lhe 

"jur; and, if the constitutiou and the garrulou~' curi­

pity of the country woukl a~hnit of jt~ thi~ ('oa')t would 
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be weJl suited· for' fitting out expeditions '\vhich should 
be really secret. 

Oban was Jl]lJ(:h cnlivened by the expectation of tbe 

Duke of Argyle, who, I fouud on my flrl'ival, was with 
a party of fi-jcn(h, 'isitmg some of thf" IIebt'ides. In the 

llcighbourhoo~ of Obuu there are [o,Olne beauttful walles, 

particuhu]y one to Dunol1y-castJe, along the bay of Oban. 

This castle was OIlC(' the re!'idellcc of the ancient Scotti~h 

Sovcft'igfls; and an aquatic excursioll to the Ca~tle of 

lJun8t.afi~ltlagc, near Connell .Ferry, will am pl y remunerate 

the troublt' of reaching it. The remain') of this castle stand 

on a bold rocky promontory, jutting into Loch :Etivc. 

Thi~ cu..,t1e was founded by Ewin, a Pietibh ]\fonarch, 

coutemporary with Jllhu~ Ca~8ar. It is saul that, when 

1'isitors tlnf'X pectedJ-y arrive at this castle, and there are 

not sufficif'ot p'rovif,ion~ within fot their entertuinmcnt, 

an hospitable tt\1egmph, namely, a lable-clotlt, is hoisted 

upon a pole on the battlements, which is a signal for 

ocl'tuin tenants of the proprietor t() bring supplies of fl'esh 

&rtllllon~ nr any other fish which may be in season. 

At Ohn n 1 engaged a vessel to carry Dle over to Mull. 




