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evening of this day we made land, and saw the C*;AP-
eastern fort at the entrance of the Damiata \empmd
branch of the fVHe, bearing x. w. distant seven

or eight miles.

July the twenty-seventh, at ten A. M. we were
émployed in answering signals from the Heroine;
and it was very interesting to us landsmen, to
observe the facility with which the commanders
of frigates, separated from each other by such
an immense distance that the:ir vessels were
scarcely visible to the naked eve, held a
conversation with each other. We had calm
weather with light breezes during this and the
following day: no land was visible. July the
twenty-ninth, observed a strange cutter® to
leeward, and land bearing s. w. and by s. sup-
posed to be Cape Brule, distant six or sevel¥
miles. July the thirtieth, about three p. 3. we
made land from the mast head, which proved
to be Cape Berelos, bearing s. s. w. distant about
ten or twelve miles, the town of Roseita being
at the same time w. and by s. half s. distant ten

or eleven milgs.

July the thirty-first, a calm and a strong
current compelled us to ancher east of Rasetia,
n five fathoms and a half water. ©n the
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CHAP. following morning, being the first of August, at

\_....._; seven A. M. weighed, and made sail. At four

Arinla p. M. SaW the fleet off Aboukis, and plainly
observed the Admiral’'s ship. The same even-
ing, at eight o’clock, we came to anchor nearly
in the station held by the Romulus previous to
her sailing for the coast of Syrra. Here we re-
ceived the joyful inteligence of the surrender of
Cairo, reports of which had reached usin SyRria.
Presently after, Captain Clarke came alongside,
in the Braakels barge; when, taking leave of
our kind friends, we regained once more a com-
fortable birth within his cabin.

We had not been herc many days, before
ki thes Braakel received orders from the Admiral,
ordersto Lord Keith, to convoy the French prisoners
Squadron captured at Rachmanie and the different forts
e i upon the Nile, including the garrison of Cairo, to

Marseilles ; and, at the same time, to take in, with
as many of those prisoners as possible, their
artillery, arms, baggage, &c. and to sail with all
possible expedition. So rapid were the measures
adopted by Captain Clarike for this purpose, that
he was ready before any of the other vessels
appointed to convey the prisoners bad obtained
their cargo; and, making the signal for sailing
to all the convoy, he was ordered to proceed on
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his voyage, without waiting for the other ships. CHAP-
The scene which ensued on board the Braakel, ‘e
upon the arrival of the French prisoners, baffles Frouch
every effort of description. Strolling players,
collected in a barn, never exhibited more
ludicrous dresses, or a better burlesque of the
thilitary character. Poltaire, dressed in his
pasteboard helmet. with his laced coat and long

dirty ruffles, to represent, in one of his own

plays, the person of Alexander the Great, was a

hero, compared with some of the soldiers of the

French army. There were many who made

their appearance with the most ghastly visages,
beneath helmets of all colours, covered with
horses’ tails pending over their wrinkled cheeks

and shrugged-up shoulders. Every one Ma-

gined he should testify a proper degree of spirit,

and perhaps ingratiate himself with a British

crew, by the ejaculation of some English oath,

as soon as he set his foot upon the quarter-deck.

When they were all drawn up, in three lines, to

be reviewed, and their respective births were
assigned to them, some of the new comers were

found to be abandoned women, wretchedly
dressed in the tattered habits of French soldiers.

Other females, more pitiable, came also in men's
clothes; but these wetre Georgian and Circassian

girls, oncg the secluded pride of TurkishCharens,
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CHAP.  but afterwards the more lamentable slaves of

‘e the lowest rabble of the Frenck army. They
were desirous of going anywhere, rather than
to remain in Ecvrr, where they were sure of
being immolated by the first Moslem they might
cncounter.

As soon as matters were somewhat adjusted,
and the wounded men taken care of (among
whom there were a few in so terrible a condition
that they died upon the following day, a depu-
tation, from all the prisoners, waited upon the
Captain, to ofter hun a band of music cvery day
during dmner; and requesting his permission
to exhibit a club-d’armes, for fencing, every
meening; and a comédie every evening, '}#vor
was there any thing to equal the gaiety and
good-humour of these poor Frenchmen.  All
animosity was laid aside; singing, dancing,
fencing, and acting; became the order of the day;
vven the wounded, when able to come upon deck,
shewed signs of the joy which animated their
comrades in the thoughts of returning to France.
They would do any thing to gratify the Engiish
ofticers and men.  Sometimes, when their band
played “ God save the King,” the members of
the theatrical party, in the forecastle, sang out.
w breken English, ** Send him victorious !’
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The moment came, however, which was to
create a pause in all this mirth. The Braakel
got under weigh; and a stiff gale causing more
motion than suited either the club-darmes or
the comédie, every Frenchman waus indisposed.
Nothing was then heard but groans and curses.
All the instruments were out of tune; and the
deck was soon abandoned to the active sailors
belonging to the ship’s crew. It had been Cap-
tain Clarke’s intention, in tacking out of Aboukir
Roads, to put us on board the Sultan Selim,
commanded by the Capudan Pasha, with whom
we were acquainted; but this proved to be
impracticable. To our very great consterna-
tion, we found oursclves, ui)on the morning of
the seventh of fugust, so far advanced in jhe
voyage to France, that we were already out of
sight of the fleet. The Captain told us there was
only this alternative : either to go with him to
Murseilles, or to accept of a small boat, which he
would willingly give us, and, in this, run -bgfore
the wind to the Mouth of the Aile. The turbu-
lent appearance of the sea did not at afl tempt
us to try so hazardous an experiment as the last;
for if we had so done, and had escaped the con-
sequences of our own ignorance among moun-
tainous waves, we should imevitably have
perished in the surfupon the coast. We therefore
could onfy lament the loss of our intended
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cuap. journey in Egype, and retire iato the cabin with
! QGeneral Lu Grange, to whom we made known
our very embarrassing sitpation. While we

were thus ruminating upon 'the unexpected
change in all our plans, a cry upon deck an.
nounced that a sail was in sight, standing
towards Aboukir. This proved to be the Diaden.

of 64-guns, Captain Larmour, from Cyprus, with

wood and water, which presently drew near to

us, and was hailed from the Braakel. We re-
quested a passage to the fleet: this was granted,

and with some difficulty we got on board. Here

we found Colonel Capper, the bearer of overland
despatches from India to the British army in Egypt.

He gave us an account of his very arduous ex-
pedition; and communicated some interesting
particulars, concerning the existence of dntient
Wonbipof Pagan superstitions in Mount Litanus, particu-

:‘;‘,’,’“" larly those of Fenus or Astaroth. These were
zz:‘". alluded to in the preceding Volume'; and as a

renewal of the subject here might be deemed
irrelevant, the author has reserved his observa-
tions ypon Colonel Capper's discovery for the
Appendix®: it relates to a very interesting
relique of the antient mythology of Syria.

{1) See Vol IV, p. 204. Note .
(2) See the Appendir to this Volume, No. |.
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Upon our return to the fleet, Captain Larmour
accompanied Colonel Cupper to the Admiral’s
ship; and we revisited the Ceres, where we
found our valuable friend Captain Russel, to
the great grief of his officers and crew, and
all who had the happiness of knowing him, in
sach a state of indisposition as put an end to
every hope of his recovery. We had much dif-
ficulty in obtaining a passage to Roserta on board
one of the djerms, or hoats belonging to the
Nile; but, at length, permission was graanted us
to sail in one of these vessels, from the Eurus,
Captain Guion, who treated us with that po-
liteness we had so often experienced from the
officers of the Britsh Navy. We left the Bay
of Aboukir, August the eighth, about ten o'clock
A.M. As we drew near to the Rosetta mouth of
the Nije. we observed that the signal-boat was
not out’.  So many lives had been lost upon
the Lar by not attending to this circumstance*

(}) Daring the Egyptian Expedition, a boat with a signal-flag was
always anchored on the vutade of the mouth of the Nie, when the
surf upon the bar was jassable.

(1) Scarcely a day eiap-;ed, during our fir-t visit to Rasetta, in which
some lives were not sacrifwed, ¢wing to the inattention paid to the
signal. It was even asserted, that the loss of men at the muuth of the
Nile, including those both of the army and navy, who were here
sacrificed, was greater than the total of our loss in all the engagements
that took place with the Freach troops in Egypt.

VOL. V. n
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CHAT and such positive injunctions issued by the
e Commander-in-chicl” azamst attempting to pass
when the signal was removed, that we supposed
the L frels belonging to the a_’jer'm would tuke us
back to the fleet.  The wind was, however,
azamst our return; and the crew of the boat
persisted in saying that a passage was practd-
cable. It was accordingly attempted ; but the
surf soon drove us back, and we narrowly
escaped being overwhelmed by it A second
attempt was then made, nearer to the eastern
side of the river's mouth. We prevailed upon
some English sailors, who were on board, to let
the .4ra’s have thgir own way, and not mterfere
with the management of the djerm, however
cantrary it might seem to their usual maxims.
Never was there a more fearful sight, nor a
scene of greater confusion, than ensued when
we reached the middle of the tremendous surf a
sccond time.  The yells of the .4ralv, the caths
of the sailors, the roaring of the waters, the
yawning gulphs occasionally disclosing to us
the bare sand upon the frur, while we were
tossed upon the boiling surf, and, to complete
the whole, the spectacle afforded by another
djerm swamped and wrecked hefore our eyes,
#+ we passed with the velocity of lightning,
tnable to render the least assistance, can never
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be forgotten. We had often read accounts of CHAP.
- . L
dangerous surf, in hooks of voyages, but enter- «

tamed no notion m any degree adequate to the
horrors which mariners encounter in such a
situation : nor is there any instance known of a
more frichtful surf than this river sometimes
sxhibits, by its junction with the Mediterranean.
No sooner had we gained a certain point, or
toncue of land, advancing from the eastern
shore of the river towards the north-west, than
a aeneral shout from the Arabs annonnced that
cvery danger was over :—presently we sailed
as serenely along as upon the calmest surface
of anv lake.  The distance of the mouth of the
Nile from the station of the Britivhi armament 1s
considerable; but while we remaimed at ancfor
m the Bay ot Aleadkir, we could perceive the
ships stationed near to the Boceaz; and in like
manner we here observed the masts of the fleet
in the bay.

As we entered the Nile, we were amused by
seeing an fral fishing with the sort of net
called n FEnglond a  casting-net : this, without
any difference cither in shape, size, or mate-
rals, he was throwing exactly after our manner,
which may be urged to prove the antiquity of
this made of fishine.  Pelican« appeared in great

12
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number at the mouth of the river; also that

I D .
e kind of porpoisc which is called do/phin in the

Port St
Julwan.

Levant ; this may be seen sporting in the Nile,
as high up as the town of Rosetta. The first
object, after entering the Rosetta branch, 1s the
Castle, or Fort 8¢ Julian. In cigging for the
fortifications of this place, the French discovereyl
the famous 7riple Inscription, now 1n the British
Muscum’: this will be evel valuable, even if the
only mtormation obtained from it were contined
to a solitary fact; namcly, that the hicroglyphic
characters do exhibit THE WRITING OF THI

priksrs of Feype®. This truth will now no
longer be disputed : therefore the proper ap-
pellation  for iuscriptions in these characters,
outht rather to be Hierograms, than Hieroglyphs.
A surprising number of Turkish gun-boats were
stationed opposite to Fort Se. Julian at the time
we passed ; and when the beautiful prospect of
Rosetta opencd to our view, the whole surface
of the river, in front of the town, appearcd also
covered with gun-boats and with djerms.

Upon our arrival, at five o'clock r.m. we

— e =

(1} See pp. 6, 7. Chap, L. of Yolume IV. Ero.edit.
(3) See the words of the Greek \nscription upon that stone, TOIC
1E 12POI® (TARMAZIIN.
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found an amusing proof of the effect of war an- CHAP.
nihilating all civil distinctions. The house we
had formerly occupied was full of sailors, sol- Jff
diers, and other tenants; our apartments had i Fosue.
been converted into Charems, and were filled

with Georgian, Circassian, and Egyptian girls;

these we found sitting unveiled upon the floor;

some working embroidery, others chattering

and laughing.  One of them, a heautiful female,

taken from a tribe of Bedouin Arals, exhibited a

fine countenance disfigured with those blue

scars which were described in the account of
Bethlehem. They were marks, as she pretended,

which entitled her to a very high consideration
amony the Arabs of the Desert. These women

had been presented by the French prisoners *to

the officers and men of our army and navy.

They appeared to be as much at home, and as
tranquil, in the protection of their new masters,

as if thev had been thus settled for life. The

most lamentable part of the story is, that when

our people were compelled to abandon them,

they were put to death by the Afoslems. A
woman who has admitted the embraces of a
Christian is never afterwards pardoned. It is
lawful, aund deemed laudable, for the first Turk

or Arab who meets with her, to deprive her

instantly of life. In this scene of confusion we
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cuApr. were constrained to take up our abode; there
L . ) )
o being no alternative; until we could complete

our preparations for a voyage up the Nile to
Grand Cairo. ludeed, we had reason to be
thankful for such accommodations; considering
the disordered state of affairs at this time in
Rosetta. We hired a djerm i the evening of
our arrival; and made application the next day,
August gth, to the Commissary of the army, for
his permission to purchase provisions, in the
market.  This we had ereat ditheulty m obtamn-
ing. The Commissary s:cmed to consider, and
perhaps with reason, at this critical juncture,
every application which did not relate to the
business of the army. as an unwarrantable in-
trission.  Some degree of rudeness, however, in
the manner ot his refusal, struck us the more
forcibly; as we had experienced the ygreatest
civilities from Ins worthy predecessor, who had
recently fallen a victim to the effeets of the ch-
mate.  Having urgent letters of recommenda-
tion from the Commanders-in-chief, both of the
army and of the navy, we made our situation
known to Mr. /7ills, purser of Captain Russel's
ship the Ceres, then acting as Commissary tor the
flcet, who interested himself warmly in our
behalt.  To his kindness we were indebted for
being able to prosecute our intended voyage
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with expedition as well as with comfort; and,
indeed, without his aid we should not have been
allowed the use even of the djerm which we had
engaged for the undertaking.

We employed the remainder of this day in
fitting up a kind of tent, or cabin, by means of
mats and the branches of palm-trees, upon the
-stern of our vessel ; lining it with our mosquitoc-
nets, to protect us from the swarm of thosc
insects upon the river. The inundation had
begun, and the rapidity of the current was

thereby cxceedingly increased. The price ¢

every article of provision had become very
high, since our last visit to Rosetta. For half a
pound of tea we were obliged to pay near two
pounds sterling. The difference between the
markets of this place and Damiaa was astonish-
ing, considering the short distance that separated
the two towns. This will appear in stating the
value of a dollar; which, in Rosetta, was equi-
valent, either to half a skeep, or to three geese, or
four fowls, or eight hundred eggs. In Damiata, for
the same sum, might be purchased, either two
sheep, six gers'e, twelve fowls, or eight hundred eggs.
The coffee of Mocha, when Roseita was first cap-
tured, might be obtained almost for nothing ;
but it had been all sold, and a great deal of it

39
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was sent in presents to Fngland. One of the

——— most curious sights i Rosetta was the manufac-

Manufac-
ture of

Cogfee

ture of this article. After roasting the coffee, it
is pounded in immense iron mortars; three
Arals working ata time, with enormous pestles,
cach as large as a man can raise. The capacity
of the bottom of the mortar being only equal o
the reception of one of these at a time, the pes-
tles are raised according to the measure of an
air sung by an attendant _4ral, who sits near to
the mortar. The main purport of this curious
accompaniment of their labour is, to prevent
the hand and arm of a boy, kneeling by the
mortar, from being crushed to atoms. The
boy's arm is always within the mortar, which
allpws room for cach pestle to pass i turn
without bruising him, if he place it in time
against the side of the vessel; but, as after
every stroke he must stir up the powder at the
bottom with his fingers, if the precise period of
each blow were not marked by the measure of
the song, his arm would be struck off. Intoxi-
cation, happily, is a vice with which Arabs are
unacquainted ; or else, the constant attention of
a whole party, thus employed, bding nccessary
fur the safety of the poor child, it may be con-
ceived what the consequences of drunkenness
would be, In a manufactory where many of
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these mortars are used. Asight of this process CHAP.
is sufficient to explam the cause of the very ;__,___,
impalpable nature of the coffee powder used in
Turkey ; where the infusion more resembles the
appearance of chocolate, than of coffee, as we
prepare them for beverage in England.

After visiting this manufactory, we went to Curious
sec a building of very great, although of un- Pointed
known, antiquity, used as a warehouse for A
keeping stores. It has a vaulted stone roof,
with the remarkable appearance of pointed
arches, caused by imitating the intersection of
palm-branches: the sculpturcd trunks of the
trees, whence these ramifications proceed, are
represented as being stationed in the four
corners, and by the sides, of the vaulted cham-
ber. This curious architectural relique has
never been noticed nor described by any
author; therefore it is impossible to learn either
the age of the building, or its original use.
Quarcsmius 1s altogether silent upon the subject.

He says only of antient Rosetta, that it was
called Scuripa'. This placc may soon become
of more importance than it is at present ; in con-
sequence of the total cessation of pilgrimages

(1) “ Ab antiquis, ut in mundi theatro les tur, Seheida fuit appel-
latu.”  Quaresmiv Etw ol Terv, Sanct. tom. 11, p.1008. Antv, 1639.
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to Mecca. The IWurabee Arals have destroyed
all the wells which formerly supplied the cara-
vans with water; and nothing less than an
army is necessary for their restoration'. Qua-
resmius, 1 mentioning the estimation in which
Rosetta, as the birth-place of Mokanmed, 15 held
by the Moslems, long ago predicted, that whey-
ever the journeys to Mecca were interrupted, it
would become the resort of Moslem pilgrims®.
For the reception of such a multitude, Rosetta is
much better provided than Mecca; for it is
at'ested by all travellers®, and among thesc
by our countryman Sandys*, that ‘“ no place

) “ It is now five vear> since the Wahabees have prevented the
pilgrims from performing their journey to Mecca. ‘They have di-
stroved tie cisterns in the Desert ; and 1t is impossible to have these
repaired, without sending an army to protect the workmen. Tos
conditton will hardly ever be fulfilled, as there are not more than
10,000 soldiers in all Syrw, and the Hahkabee Chief has, at any time
more than 100,000 men, mounted on camels, at his disposal. The
interruption of this pilgrimage is considered hy the Turks as a sign
of the approarhing desolation of the Turkish Empire.’t AMS. Letter
from Burckhirdt, the African Traveller, dated Aleppo, May 3, 1811,

(2} ““ Fertur in partibus illis, ex ea civitate originem traxisse Mahen-
metem, ps¢udo-prophetam Turcarumn et aliorum Infidelium caput; ae
ided illam magm ®stimant.  Quare, si Mecha, ub!L sepulehrum dicitur
esse Mahometis, & Chiristiauis caperetur, et ad illud interdicta csset
ipsorum peregrivatio, Rosetum peregrinarestur.” Quaresm, Elue.
T. 8. tom. I1. p. 100d8. Antv. 1639,

(3} ““ In optima uberique regione sita, omni bonorum genere ad
opulente vivendum affllucnte, carnibus. piscibus, fructibus, &c.”  Lbud

(4) Sandy.' Travels, p. 166. Lond. 1637,
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under heaven is better furnished with grame,
flesh, fish, sugar, fruits, roots,” together with all
other necessaries and luxuries of life.

During our former visit to Rosetta, we neg-
lected to notice the particular day of the ' year
an which a most singular exhibition of the Ser-
pent-eaters, or Psylli, as mentioned by Hero-
dots® and many anticut authors’, took place.
A tumultuous throng, passing beneath the win-
dows of our house, attracted our attention
towards the quay: here we saw a concourse of
people following men apparently frantic, who,
with every appearance of convulsive agony,
were brandishing live serpents, and then tearing
them with their teeth; snatching them from
cach other's mouths, with loud cries and dis-
torted fecatures, and afterwards falling into the
arms of the spectators, as if swooning; the
women all the while rending the air with their

(5) Denan says, this exhubition tahes place during the anvuai pro-
cession of the Ieast of” lbrahan, at Rosetta. He regretted not having
heen tliere at the time. See Denon's Travels, Eng, Edit. Vol. 1.
7 123. Lond, 1403

(6) Herodot. hib.iv. cap. 173.

(1) Strabon. Geog. lib. xvu. Lucan. ix. vv. ¥94, 937. Pausan.
hib.ix. c. 14, Dio Cass, i, Lt ¢, 14, " #ul. Gell. lib,xvi. c. 11, &e, &e.
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"“;“'- lamentations.  Pliry often mentions these jug-
——~ glers'; and as their tricks have been noticed by
other travellers, 1t is only now necessary to
attest the existence of this extraordinary rcm-

nant of a very antient custom.

"1} Plin. Hist. Nat. Lib. vii. e. 2. Jib, viin, €. 25 Lib. xav. e, 1A

b, xxvin, e, 3
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VOYAGE UP THE NILE,

Reis Eflemit— House of the French Institute — Jewl
Market—Interion of Curo—Jugglers—"Trees—Incens-
—Gum Arabic—Plagues of Egypt—_Statistics of Cairo
—British _trmy from India — Dinner given ly the
Commander-in-chicf—Discovery made by Brahmins in
Upper [}._rgyp!—H.rrzmimdfan of an Alyssintan - con-
cernmy Bruce's Travel—Fidelity of that Traveller’s

Ol servations confirmed.

“71; left Rosewta on Monday, August the tenth, at
seven a.m. and called upon Captain Iillyar,
who had the command of some cun-hoats to the
south of the town, and whom we found stationed
upon the river, on board one of those vesscls,
His late arduous services, m several engage-
ments with the enemy, werd then the subject of
very coneral comversation. The Capudun Pasha.
i testimony of the gratitude of the Turkish
Government, had conferred upon him some
trifing presents. But that which particularly
exated the wonder of all his contemporaries,
and which will comvey the name of fhillyar to
posterity, with honours more lasting than even
those obtained by his valour and his victories,
was the example offered by this distinguished
ofhcer to the navies of the world, in proving
the possibility of fighting the battles of his
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country, and maintaining unrivalled discipline
among his crew, without the utterance of an
oath by any man on board the ship he com-
manded.

We had convincing evidence of inaccuracy in
our best maps of the Delta, and of the course of the
Nile, from the earliest comparisons we made in
the country. That of Kauffer, published at Con-
stantinople in 1799, is extremely incorrect; but it
is less so than preceding documents. Soon after
leaving Rosetta, we passed some extensive canals,
conveying water to lands above the level of the
river : these are supplied by wheels, sometimes
turned by oxen, but more generally by buffa-
loes. They are banked by very lofty walls,
constructed of mud, hardened by the sun. One
of them, upon the western side of the river, ex-
tended to the Lake Maadic. The land, thus
watered, produces three crops in each year ; the
first of clover, the second of corn, and the third
of rice. The rice-grounds are inundated from
the time of sowing nearly to harvest: the seed
1s commonly cast upon the water, a practice
twice alluded to in Sacred Scripture. Balaam
prophesied of /srael’, that “ nis SEED sHOULD

(1) Numbere xxiv, 3
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BE IN MANY WATERS.” In the directions given
for charity by the son of David, it 1s written',
“ CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS: FOR
THOU SHALT FIND 1T AFTER MANY DAYS.
When the rice-plants are about two feet high.
they are transplanted. Besides the method of
raising water into the high grounds near the
river, by means of buckets fastened to a wheel,
where the land is not much elevated above the
surface of the Nile, they use a simple, and pro-
bably a very antient contrivance®, of lifting 1t in
a basket lined perhaps with close matting or
with leather’. Two men, holding the basket
between them, by a cord in each hand fastened
to the edge -of it, lower it into the Nile, apd then
swing it between them until it acquires a velo-
city sufficient to enable them to throw the

(1) Eccleswstes xi. 1,

(2) See the Vignette to this Chapter. They who are interested in
tracing resemblances between the customs of the Chinese and Zgyp-
tians, may be informed that this manner of irrigating land, which
certainly poséesses something of singularity, is practised upon the
sivers in Cluna, without the smallest difference. An engraved repre-
sentation of it is given in the account of Lord Macartney's Embassy.
See vol. I1, p. 359. Lond. 1797.

(3) Those baskets are made capable of containing water without
Iining. ““ The Mahrea Avabs have the art of making wicker Laskets
of so close a texture, that they carry in them, milk, water, and
bouza.”” See Note to p. 189 of Browne's Travels, Lond. 1799.
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water, over a bank, into a canal near the river. CHIAP
The regular continuance of their motion gives s
them, at a distance, the appearance of automa-

ton figures, rather than of living beings. They

work stark naked, exposed to the sun’s most
powerful rays, during the whole day; repeating

one of their Arabian songs: for they seem to

have a pcculiar air adapted to every labour.

As to their summer clothing, when they wear

any, it consists only of a blue cotton shirt,
girded by a belt round the waist. The Arals
whom we saw occasionally near the river, whe-

ther alone or in company, made their appear-

ance without any kind of covering. Sometimes

they were seen in parties of ten or twelve at a

time, walking together, young and old, as naked

as they were born, without seeming sensible of

any mdecency in their appearance.

Fahrenheit's thermometer, observed in the
shade, this day at noon, indicated a temperature
of ninety degrees. Our course, by a very good
boat-compass, given to us by Captain Clarke of
the Braalkel, was at this time south, half east. In
half an hour, we found it to be east and by north.
We observed several trees of a very singular
form: they resembled, by the spreading of their
boughs, the shape of a fan, and looked, at a

VOL. V.
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distance, iike enormous peacocks with their tails
expanded. As we drew near and examined
them, they proved to be, every one of them, the
Ficus Sycamorus, or Sycamore Fig; and ef this
species, although so common in Egypt, there
was scarcely a single spccimen in any British
herbary, until our return to Lngland. 1t attains
an enormous size near Cwre; particularly in the
Isle of Rhoudu, where some of them appear
larger than the stateliest oaks of our forests.
The fruit resembles the common fig in shape:
but it 1s smaller, very dry, insipid, and rarely
eaten. The peculiar form of the trees in this
part of Egypt 1s owing entirely to the north and
north-west, or Etesian winds, which prevail with
mnch violence, and for a considerable length of
time, during the months of July and August. As
this monsoon happens annually, at the period
of the Nile's inundation, the wonderful advau-
tages it offers for the commerce of the countr
exceed any thing, perhaps, known upon earth.
A vesscl, leaving Rosetta, 1s driven by it with
extraordinary velocity against the whole force
of the torrent to Cairo, or mto any part of Upper
‘Egypt. For the purpose of her return, with
cven greater rapidity, it 1s only necessary to
take down mast and sails, and leave her to be
earricd against the wind by the powerful current
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of the river. It is thus possible to periorm
the whole voyage, from Roseita, to Buldc the
quay of Cairo, and back again, with certainty, in
about seventy hours; a distance equal to four
hundred miles"'.

At half-past one p.m. we came in view of
Motubis, sometimes written Mecubis, or Metabis®,
famous or infamous f[or those dancing-women
called A/mehs, which, however, are common in
most parts of Egypt. When the French army
marched to Caro, General Menou halted here,
and, in the true spirit of Frenck licentiousness,
pretending business with the Sheiks, but in
reality to gratify himself and his soldiers, de-
manded an exhibition of these prostitutes. Fhe
Sheiks of the place wished to be spared, even in
Motulis, the degradation attending a public dis-
play of such dances, and raised difficulties
against their attendance; but, says Denon’, “ the
presence of the generals, and especially of two
hundred soldiers, removed the obstacles.” In
order to heighten the profligate sensuality ef

(1) Shaw makes the distance from Rosetta to Cafro equal to 200
miles, See Shaw’s Travels, p.294. Lond. 1757.
(2) See Denon’s Travels, vol. 1. p. !~, Lond. 1R03.
(3) 1bid. p.7H.
k2
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CHAP. this Canopic festival, brandy was administered

g__,l,:;__, to the women in large glasses, which, says the
same writer, they drank like lemonade. [f,
therefore, in the scene that followed, something
ensued which was deemed revolting, even to
the feelings of French soldiers, it should be con-
sidered rather as characteristical of the Parisian
rabblement who were present, than of the na-
tural habits of the people of the country. As
we approached Motulis, our course altered from
south-east to south-west. According to Keuffers
map, the course is south-cast towards this place
from Rosetta. We arrived at two o'clock r.m.
and observed here some troops of English
cavalry; but continued our voyage without
landing. Opposite to the town of Motubis, but
farther towards the south, stands Dévé. The
generality of these towns upon the banks of the
Nile are small, but there is a pleasing varieuy
in their appearance; for they have no resem-
blance to each other, although all of them be
shaded by groves of date and sycamore. We
passed Sindion and Derrit/, two towns opposite
to each other, on different sides of the river.
At Sindion we had the pleasing signt of a party
of Turkish cavalry upon their march; and were
awhile amused by considering the gratification
their appearance would afford, if we could have
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removed them, in their full costume, to one of

o
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CHAP.

the London theatres. They had their colours ..__l:__,

flying; yellow and green. Passing through the
villages, they continued to beat small kettle-
drums; proceeding always in a sluggardly man-
ner, with their knees quite up to their chins;
being cvidently annoyed by a situation so hostile
to their natural indolence as that in which a cer-
tain degree of active exertion was unavoidable.
Their ludicrous appearance was a source of
mirth to the cavalry of the French army, even
in the heat of battle; among whom the order
for making a charge was frequently expressed,
according to their natural lgvity, by the words
** Bas les Pastéques!” Down with the Water-
melons ! alluding to the appearance presented
by the bulky swathing«of their large turbans,
which give to their hecads something of a simi-
litude to those enormous melons: but of this
order the Moslems rarely awaited the result;
they fled as soon as they heard it, in the utmost
dismay and confusion.

The Arab crew of our boat washed their
hands, faces, and teeth, before and after eating;
cleansing their teeth with wood ashes, which
they collected for this purpose from the fire for
boiling our kettle. The common fuel used by

Arab Cus-
toms.
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Cllilﬂ‘- the inhabitants of the country is prcpm‘cd from
‘== 2 mixture of camels’ dung, mud, and straw:

these ingredicnts, being made into a paste, are
collected in the form of balls, which are after-
wards flattened upon the walls of their huts for
drying in the sun, and thus formed into circular
cakes. From the ashes, after burning these
cakes, the Ammonia is obtained, which is after-
wards sent to Europe. The process is bricfly
and perspicuously described by Shaw, in the
Appendiz to his Travels'. About four miles to
the south of Sindion, the Nile had overflowed 1ts
banks, and was making rapid progress over the
adjoining fields. It began to rise upon the
serenteenth day of June. The canal of Cairo was
cut upon the eighth of August, the day o1 our
arrival in Rosetta from the Floly Land ; with the
usual observance of pubhc festivity; the Vi%e
having then attained its proper height. After
t'is, all the banks were cut, and the dykes
opened, to receive the inundation. from Cairo to
the sea®. Our course here was r.~. k. towards

(i) Collectanea, No. X. p. 480. Shaw's Travels, Lond 1757.

(2) The Reader may perhaps be curious to know what the symptoms
are in the Aile (when at the lowest ¢bb) denoting the wcipient flood.
We were 1n Rosetta at the precise period for making the observation.
Th:s happened upon the surteenth of May. For several days before, the
water 1o the river was very shallos, and scemud to stagnate. The

smcll
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the village of Foua, falsely marked as a town C‘IiIIAP.
i all the maps. Soon afterwards, we steered ____

south-east, and passed that village. It is op-
posite to Rachmanie, now cclebrated as the scene
of action between our troops and those of the
¢ncmy under General Le Grange. This officer
was raised by Buonaparté from the ranks: high
respect 1s due to him for his conduct upon many
pccasions ; but, m particular, for his subsequent
humane ard cxemplary treatment of the wife of
one of our commanders in the #est Indies, who
hecame his prisoner while her huband was en-
caged with him in the warmest hostilities. I
it be a Christian duty to love our encmies, it is
surely incumbent upon e\:ery Englishman to
herish the memory of actions which thus egalt
the character of a soldier to that of a hero.—
The English flag was flying upon the castle of the
tortress of Rachmanie ; and a party of our troops
was stationed there, to guard the town. We
spoke to some Irish soldiers, asking them the
hour; and were much amused by the reply:
*“To be sure, at sun-set is it not half past four?”

smell of it was like that of an unwholesome pool, and its surface be-
came partly covered with a green slime. By attentively observing it
about this time, a number of little whirlpools, not more than an inch
in diameter, might be occasionally uoticed, suddenly becoming visible,
and as suddenly disappeariny. The Arabs pointed to these, as the
~arliest indications of the voming torrent.
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Opposite to Rachmanie there is a small 1sland,

=1 the middle of the river. A large vesscl with

Descrip-
tion of the
Country,

three masts was stationed near tac town. The
Nile 1s here very broad, and the current was at
this time prodigiously rapid; yet the strength
of the Etesian wind enabled us to stem its force,
and to proceed with very great velocity. Vil-
lages, in an almost uninterrupted succession,
denoted a much greater population than we had
imagined this country to contain. Upon cach
side of the river, as far as the eye could reach,
we saw rich fields of corn and rice, with such
beautiful groves, seeming to rise out of the
watery plains, and to shade innumerable settle-
ments in the Delta, amidst never-ending planta-
tions of melons and all kinds of garden vegeta-
bles, that, from the abundance of its harvests,
Egypt may be deemed the richest country m
the world. Such is the picture exhibited tv
the native inhabitants, who are seasoned to
withstand the disorders of the country, and can
bear with indifference the attacks of myriads of
all sorts of noxious animals; to whom mud and
mosquitoes, or dust and vermin, are alike in-
different ; who, having never experienced one
comfortable feeling in the midst of their highest
enjoyments, nor a single antidote to sorrow in
the depths of their wretchedness, vegetate, like
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the bananas and sycamores around them. But
strangers, and especially the inhabitants of
Northern countries, where wholesome air and
cleanliness are among the necessaries of life,
must consider Egyp:t as the most detestable
region upon earth. Upon the retiring of the
Nile, the country is one vast swamp. The at-
mosphere, impregnated with every putrid and
offensive exhalation, then stagnates, like the
filthy pecols over which it broods. Then, too,
the plague regularly begins; nor ceases, until
the waters return again'. Throughout the
spring, intermitting fevers universally prevail.
About the beginning of Mgy, certain winds
cover even the sands of the desert with the most
disgusting vermin®. The latest descendantsof
Pharaok are not yet delivered from the evils
which fell upon the land, when it was smitten
by the hands of Moses and Aaron: the plague

(1) General Le Grange assured us, when on board the Braakel, that
the ravages in the French army, caused by the plague, during the
month of Aprd, al one time amounted to an hundred men in a single
day.

(2) Sir Sidney Sk informed the author, that one night, pre-
ferring a bed upon the sand of the desert to a uight's lodging in the
village of Etko, as thinking he should be more secure from vermin, he
found himself, in the morning, entirciv covered by them. Lice and
scor prons atound 1z all the sandy desert near {lerand:ia.

57
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of frogs,” the - plague of lice,” the * plaguc of

‘—~— flies,” the ¢ murrain, boils, and blains,” prevail,

so that the whole country is ““ corrupted,” and
‘““ THHE DUST OF THE KARTH BECOMES LICF,
UPON MAN AND UPON BLAST, T!IROCGHOUT THE
1anp of Ecypr.” This application of the words
of Sacred Scripture affords a literal statement
of existing evils; such an one as the statistics
of the country do now warrant. In its justifi-
cation, an appeal may be made to the testimony
of all those who have resided in the country
during the very opposite scasons of its prospe-
ritv and privation; during the mundation, and
when the flood has retired; or before 1t takes
place, in the beginning of the year. At the
pariod of the overflow, persons who drink the
water become subject to a disorder called
“ prickly heat:” this often tcrminates in thosc
dreadful wounds alluded to in the Sacred
Writings, by the words “ BorLs AND BLAINS.
During the months of June, July, and Augu.,
many individuals are deprived of sight, owing
to a disorder of the cyes peculiar to this coun-
try. Furopeans, having no other name for it,
have called it Ophthalmia, from ‘the organs it
afflicts. There was hardly an individual who
did not suffer, more or less, the consequences
of this painful malady. It commences with a
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sensation as if grains of sand had been cast into CIIIIAP-
the eyes'. At this season, also, the dysentery «—
begins to number its victims; and although

some be fortunate enough to escape the worst

effects of this disorder, it proves fatal in many
mstances®. A traveller may escape most of

these cvils by proper attention: and if he visit

the country so as to profit by the Etesian winds Facitity of
at the time of the inundation, and hire a djerm Y-,
for his constant residence upon the river, he st
may venture into Upper Eegypt, and visit its stu-
pendous remains of antiquity with greater ease

and comfort than he ever performed any othe
expedition.  The never-failling monsoon will

carry him along, sitting in a cool and comforta-

ble cabin, with everv convenience for reading

or writing, for food, or rest; and the current

of the river alone will operate as favourably for

his return. We considered the time we spent

(1) 1t is said even vet to exist in this country, as a contagious dis-
order brought by our army from Egypt.

(2} The best remedies for this terrible complaint are, first a swath-
ing of flannel, in many folds, about the abdomen ; and, secondly, a
drink of water, in which rice has been hoiled, carefully strained from
the grains of rice, which should not be caten. The very worst effects
way be appreliended from brandy, or any of those heating cordials
asually alwministered, by ignoraut peoy:!s, upon these occasions. Rice-
water and abstemious diet are the remcdies resorted to by the .frabs
thrinsche..
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CHAT. upon the Nile as the most pleasing part of all
— OUT travels; but that which was passed during

Avum

Sches aﬁ'

our residence on shore, as the most disagreca-
ble; notwithstanding the commodious accom-
modations we met with, in the cities of Rosetta,
Cairo, and Alexandria.

After passing Rachmanie, darkness deprived
us of the very interesting landscape with which
we had been continually gratified during the
day. We continued sailing almost the whole
night, under the carc and guidance of our steady
pilot at the helm, who, as master of the djerm,
remained at his post until morning dawned.
Four men, hesides himself, constituted the whole
of the crew; all of whom were Arals. During
the time they remained in our service, they were
diligent, industrious, faithful, alwavs scber,
obliging, and very skilful in managing their
vessel. When day-light appeared, upon Satur-
day, August the eleventh, they told us they had
anchored for some time at a village, fearful of
being boarded by pirates during the extreme
darkness that prcvailed, especially as the light
in our cabin rendered the djerm visible from the
sides of the river. About eight oclock a.m.
we reached a miserable town, called Koum or
Komme Scheriff, built entirely with mud. Soon
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afterwards we passed the town of Amrus, also CII*[M’-

constructed of mud, and containing a number of ‘==
lofty conical pigeon-houses, similarly built; ex-
hibiting a novel and remarkable appearance in

the approach to this place. Pigeons dung, every-

where valuable as manure, is here an important
acquisition ; for by mixing it with the sand upon

the little islands left by the torrent in the midst

of the niver, a soil 1s formed, capable of pro-

ducing water-melons'.

The birds which frequent the Nile, if we ex- pio.
cept the account given by Hasselguist®, are but
little known ; and our observations will not
supply what is here wanted for the natural his-
tory of the country. A most superb collectign
was, however, forwarded to England, under the
patronage and by the immediate orders of Lord
Hutchinson. 1t had been formed, with consum-
mate skill and labour, by a person of the name
of Savigny. We principally noticed pelicans,
from the mouth of the Nule, as far as Rachmanie.
The Sterna Nilotica, or Egyptian sea-swallow, ap-
peared, in immense flocks, near the sides of the

(1, Sen also Baron De Torr'« Memou« vol 1. p. 248, Lond. 1385,
(= wee Travels, p. 193 Lo 1765,
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river. Afterwards we saw many beautiful birds,
of whose names we are entirely ignorant; par-
ticularly one of the plover kimd, whose plumage
displayed the most lively and variegated co-
lours'. The pigeon-cones increased very much
after passing Amrus; almost every village being
{furnished with them. Bygfaloes, swimming about
in the Nile, aftord a singular sight, with theif
black nosgs sticking out of the water, snorting
as they cross from «ide to side; all the rest of
their bodies being concealed. But the most
remarkable appearance of living beings, may be
noticed by dipping a ladle or bucket into the
midst of the river, which is everywhere dark
with mud, and obs.erving the swarms of animals
contained in the torrent. Among these, tadpoles
and young frogs are so numerous, that, rapid as
the current flows, there is no part of the Nile
where the water is destitute of them. The ad-
ditions to our herbary were not of any import-
ance ; for the scason was too far advanced®.

(1) Probably the *‘ Tringa Zgyptiaca’ of Lunneus, * longirostris,
Jusco albidogue variegata." See Hasselg.'I'rav. p.199.

(2) In the account of our journmey from Abowkir tc Rosetta, (See
Chap. 1X. Pol. I11. p.367. 8vo. edit.) five new species were omitted,
which may be noticed here, although perhaps not found so high up
the Nile. The first genus 15 not mentioned in Professor Marfyn's

edition of Mller's Dictionary.
I. A non-
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The rice-plants, however, may be excepted ; they
had not attained maturity, being now about two
feet in height, and resembling a species of
Typha, common in large ponds in the south of
England, vulgarly called flags; as these appear,
when young, rising from the water. We made
the usual observation upon Fahrenhei's ther-

1. A non-descript grass, bemg anew species of PoLyroGon ; growing
iu little tufts, about two inehe- high. We have called it PoLyrocon
ruvireM. (See the character of this genus in the Flore Atlantica of
M. Desfontaines, Professor of Botany in the Museum of Natural
History at Pars.” This was found near RosETTA. Polypogon pumi-
Ixm, punicula ovatd coarctutd, aristis calyce hirsuto fere dupld lon-
gioribus. Radir annua fitrosa. Culmi numerosi geniculati, fere ad
apices foliosi.  Folia glabriuscula striala, long# vaginantia, supra
pluna, jutentia.  Stipule lacerale, nijfide. Panicule inequalcs,
superiores lineus sex ad movem longe ; inferiores dimidio mirores.

1. A non-deseript species of Loius, with shining silky leaves, very
closely crowded together towards the tops of the branches. We
have called it Lotvs poryrayirvs. This was found between
Aboukw and Rosetta, in the month of ArriL.  Lotus caule suffru-
tescente ramoso, foliis lineari-parabolicis obliquis, imlricatis, seri-
ecit, nitidis internodiis longiordbus; floribus subternis: leguminibus
glabris calyre hirsutissimo paulo longioribus. Rami udsccndente.
NAexuosi, deorsum e casu foliorum cicatricibus notali nudi; supro-
dense foliosi, hirsuti. [Foliola lineas tres longa, utringue sericeu.,
Stipule foliolis simillima. Flores foliis parum longiores, interdum
solitarid, [Legumina turgida stylo persistente coronala.

111, Awnagnificent non-desceript species of OROBANCHE, with a furrowed
acaly stem, and a close spike of flowers about three inches broad,
and above a foot in height. We have called it OroBaNcnn
1v~t6Nis, This was also found hetween Aboukir and Rosetta, at
the same time. Orobunche caule sunplict, corollis inflatis, recurvis,
qrinquefidis, luciniis integerrimis. calycibus quinquepartitis, bracteis
ternes quaternisve, spied imbricate, oblongd, crassissima; antheris
hirsutis.

1V. A nou-
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l'lglP- mometer, at noon, just before arriving at [/
\—— Buredgiat, and found the temperature equal to
g that of the former day; ninety degrees. This vil-
lage is placed accurately in Kayffer's map. We
steered south-cast and by south. Proceeding
towards Nadir, the course a.tered, and we

steered due east. The river here appeared like

IV. A von-descript shrubby species of $i1suta, belonging te that
division of the genus ealled Sweda by Forskahl and Pallas, and dis-
tinguished principaliy by the want of the membranaceous wing to
the calyx. The species 1s very much branched, with the bark of
an ash eolour ; the smaller branches very leaty; the leaves two to
three lines long, a little convex helow ; the flowers are citended by
three small bracts, and generally ternate, but are found also soli-
tary; the seeds black and shining, very small. We have called
it SatsoLa NITIDA. This was found in the neighbourhood of Rosetta.
Salsola fruticosa, foliis ovatis supra planiusculis, g lubris, oltusis -

Sloribus azxillaribus subternis; calycibus fructiferis inappendiculatas,
conniventibus ; seminibus reniformibus (urgidis.

Y. A pon-descript species of Hall-flower, (CuRIRANTHUS Lenn.) the
short stems of which spread upon the ground, and seldom extend
beyond the radical leaves ; these measure two and a half or three
inches in Jength ; the flowers in loose racemes, with purple petals,
broad and notched at the end, and interwoven with dark veins;
the pods compressed, an inch {o an inch and a half in length, with
a large three-cornered head, aod thinly covered (like every part
of the plant, the petals, stamens, and roots excepted) with white
forky bairs. We bave called it CueiranTHUs BUMNIs. This
grew in the peighbourbood of Rosetia. Cheiranthus pubescens,
humilis ; pilis dichotomis ; foliis angustis elomgatrs omnibus pinna-
tifidis ; siliguis comprassis, lincaribus, tricusprdatis calycibusque pu-
bescentibus,
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an immense lake. A singular phenomenon en-
grossed all our attention. One of those immense
columns of sand, mentioned by Bruce, came
rapidly towards us, turning upon its base as
upon a pivot: it crossed the Nile 8o near to us,
that the whirlwind by which it was carried
placed our vesscl upon its beam-ends, bearing
its large sail quite into the water, and nearly
upsetting the boal. As we were cngaged in
righting the vessel, the column disappeared. 1t
is not probable that those columis fall suddenly
itpon any particular spot, so as to be capable of
overwhelnung an army or a caravan; but that,
as the sand, thus driven, 1s gradually accumu-
lated, it becomes gradually dispersed, and, the
column diminishing in its progress, at length
disappears. A great quantity of sand is no doubt
precipitated as the cffect, which gathers it,
becomes weaker; but, from witnessing such
pheenomena upon a smaller scale, 1t does not
scem likely that the whole body of the sand is
at once abandoned.

Parties of young Arals continually accompa-
nied our djerm this day, running along.the banks
of the river, and tumbling, to obtain a few paxds,
as we see children in 1weany parts of England;

sometimes walking upon their hands, with their
VOL. V. F
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heels in the air; at others, whirling upon their

‘e hands and feet, to imitate the motion ot a wheel.

Abun-
dance of

Corm.

Sauthern
Pointof the
Delta.

Judging from the appearance these presented,
the .frab complexion, at a very early age, is
tawny, and almost black. Theyv swim and dive
remarkably well; but these are arts in which
all Eastern nations excel those of the Western
world. About three leagues before our arrival
at Kafrakadia, there was such ar amazing quan-
tity of corn in heaps near the river, that it
extended nearly to the length of a mile. At this
last-mentioned place there was a manufactory
for extracting a dark llue dye from the indigo
plant. Here girls of fourteen or fifteen years
of age walked the streets, with jars of water
upon their heads, perfectly naked. Our course
latterly had varied occasionally from s.£. to s.w.
At half-past six p.>M. we reached that part of
the Nile where the river divides, so as to inclose
the Delta by the Rosetta and Damiata branches.
Its appearance above the point of separation
was truly noble, beinz at this time three miles
wide. The village or town of Beersamps stands
upon the southern point of the DerLTa. Kou-
tomey 1 upon the western side of the main river,
and Kafranamook upon the eastern. After we
had passed the point of Beersamps, our course
along the undivided bed of the Nile was s. k.
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We arrived at Bulic at midnight; having thus
performed a voyage from Roskrra to the quay
of Cairo in thirty-six hours, against the utmost
force and rapidity of the torrent.

On Wednesday, the twelfith of August, we were
roused, as soon as the sun dawned, by Antonio,
our faithful Greek servant and interpreter, with
the intelligence that * the Pyravins were in
view !” We hastened from the cabin;—and
never will the impression, made by their appear-
ance, be obliterated. By reflecting the sun’s
rays, they appearcd white as snow: and of such
surprising magnitude, that nothing we had pre-
viously conceived in our imagination had pre-
pared us for the sight of these monuments. We
were nstantly convinced, that no force of de-
scription, no accuracy of dclineation, can convey
1deas adequate to the effect which is produced
in beholding them. The formality of their struc-
ture is lost in their prodigious grandeur. The
mind, elevated by wonder, feels at once the
force of an uxiom, which, however disputed,
experience confirms,—that in vastness, whatso-
ever be its nature, there dwells sublimity '

(1) “ Sublime ohjects are vast in their dimensions.” Burke on tAe
Subdlime, &c.  Sect, 27. Part 3. p. 237. Lond. 1782.
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Another proof of their indescribable power is,
that no one ever approached them under other
emotions than those of terror; which 1s another
source of the sublime'. In certain instances of
irritable feeling, this impression of awe and fear
has been dcep énough to causc pain, rather
than pleasure®; of gwhich we shall notice a
remarkable instance in the sequel. Hence, per-
haps, have originated descriptions of the Pyre-
mids which represent them as deformed and
cloomy masses, constructed without either taste
or beauty. They, who dcrive no satisfaction
irom the sizht of them, may not be conscious,
that the uneasincss they experience is a result
of their own sensibility. Other individuals have
feiv impressions  widely differcnt, made, by
cvery wonderful circumstance of character and

11 RBurke on the Sublume, 1bid.

(> Confirming, n a striking manner, these words of Burke, con-
cernmg the distinctions of geeatness and beauty . ' They are wndeed
wleas of a very diff crent nature ; one bewng founded on pamn, the other on
pPleasure”” (lind.! Having referred to the opinions of this truly great
man, upon a subjest so 1nteresting to every reflecting miod, 1t may
not be unseasonable to so-ert here a brief comparison between the
theories of Loscives and Birke.  There appiars to he as much
differenee Letween them, as between mechzimsin and intellect;
between the of crations of a piece of clock-work, and those of human
reason.  Lomcrsas directs us to the effects of the sublime; Burke
poitls out its causes.  LoNGINGS teaches us to seck for the sublime
vothout we, Brike, to create 1t wuthin ourselves. LoNGiINUs views it
111 15 by vad ord uell-knoun channel; Burke conducts us to i source,



GRAND CAIRO.

of situation. There have been persons, in
almost all the ages which kave elapsed since
the pyraMins were erected, who have retired
from a view of them under very opposite sensa-
tions: the ideas excited in their minds, have
been those of the most dignified simplicity ; of
miraculous power; and of duration, so perpe-
tual, that, if it were permitted to compare a
gesult of human labour with the immortality
which is of Almighty origin, we should say of
them, that they belong to an Eternity, “ wuicn
WAS, AND IS, AND 1S TO COME.’

As soon as we landed, we met several officers
from India, belonging to the s.ixty—ﬁrst regiment,
then stationed in the Isle of Rhouda, in the Nije;
where the Indian army was encamped. They
had been riding upon assés, to Cairo. We
profited by their return, to hire the same ani-
mals, with their dgivers, in order to be con-
ducted to the house of the Reis Effendi. The
Reis understood something of the English lan-
guage, and spoke French remarkably well. He
had been in England ; and had written a work
upon the manufactures, manners, customs, and
laws of Great Britain. Of this curious manu-
script we could never obtain a sight; although
it had been often sold, among the other manu-
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scripts, by the booksellers in Cairo and Constan-

\cmmpmes Zinople.  Perhaps the Reis did not choose, at

House of
the French
Institute,

this time, to make our countrvmen acquainted
with his sentiments upon such subjects.  He
told us, he found every thing very good in
London, especially veal and cider: but that
nothing was cheap. We delivered to him a
letter trom the Capudan Pasha; and he promised
to render to us all the service in his power.
His janissaries conducted us, at our request, to
Colonel Holloway, who, with Major Hope, and
other othicers of the artillerv, were quartered in
a laree building, where the French Members of
the Institnte held their sittings, during the time
they were in possession ot Carro.  Having pre-
sented our letters to the Colonel, we were re-
cetved by him with great politeness, and were
afterwards indebted to him for every civility
it was in his power to shew to us. He intro-
duced us to Di. Wittman, who has since pub-
lished an account of his travels; and undertook
to forward our letters to Fngland, and to pre-
sent us to the Grand Fizir. In the court be-
longing to the house where these officers resided,
were several Interesting articles’ of antiquity,
which had been abandoned by the French, upon
the surrender of the city. Among them, was
the stélé of porphyry which is now in the
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Vestibule of the University Library at Cambridge. crap.
Colonel Hnlloway kindly permitted us to remove ;__S;_,

this to England. We placed it in the prow of
our djerm; thereby giving to the vessel the
appearance of a gun-boat, to awe the pirates
upon the river, during our subsequent voyage,
in returning to Rosetta. There were also in this
court certain fragments of FEgyptian sculpture,
formed of the substance commonly called
Antient hasaltes; which 1s a variety of trap, ex-
ceedingly compact, and susceptible of a very
high polish. But the most remarkable relique
of the whole collection, since unaccountably
neglected, (for it 1s, n all probability, still lying
where we left it,) was a very large slab, covered
with an inscription, in the [Hieroglyphic, the Egyp-
tian, and the Greek characters; exactly similar
to the famous ¢rilinguar stone now in the British

Museum'.

(1) Its being left in Egypt is a circumstance wholly unaccountable.
It was once Colotiel Holloway's intention to have allowed us also the
privilege of cunveying this interesting piece of antiquity to our own
country. We did not afterwards discover the reason which prevented
the fulfilment of this liberal design ; and we were too much indebted
to his politeness and hospitality to attrihute it to any other cause than
a desire to ensure its safe transportauon, by entrusting it to men
hetter provided with means for its rexmoval. But, as it still remains in
Cairo, some notice should be taken of it, that measures may be
adopted to prevent its heing finally lost. It should also be added, that
the tascriptions upon this stone are much effaced. The Greck

characters
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Upon the following day, Thursday, August the

ey thirteenth, we again visited the Reis [offendi;

et

Marbat

who promised ws an cscort to the Pyramids,
and ~ud that a day should be appointed for our
presentation to the /7zir, at this time in Cairo.
Atterward, we visited the lezars, expecting to
obtam from the jewellery’ shops of this city some
of the precious mmcrals of the East, at a rea-
sonable rate. Not even a smngle specimen,
worth notice, could be procured. The French
had bought up almost every thing; and per-
haps the frequent di-turbances, in the eity, had
causcd the concealment of every valuable com-
modity. Among the goldsmiths we found only
two antique /ntngho gems; and a few medals of
vary hittle value; such as large copper coins of
the Pinlemies.  The cotton shawls manufactured
in England would find a ready sale in this place.
They ashed two hundred piastres even tor old
turlans which bad been mended.  In the fruat-
market we saw fresh dates, some very fine
grapes, and peaches.  Sausages were dressed,
and sold hot in the streets, as in London: but

characters are w0 hittle legible, that the author coulid nut socceed )n
copying them  But there i g mantfest difference between an oppor-
tunity offered for tins purpose, when exposed to the heat of an open
court at (aire 1o the unddle of Augudt, and such an examination of
the surface of the stone as mighi take place in a milder clunate,
with leisure for the nndertaking.
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whether the ingredients were of pork; or of any cHap..
other meat, we did mot inquire. To describe %
the interior of the city would be only to repeat [tior of
what has been often said of alt Tur/kish towns;

with this difference, that there s not perbaps

upon earth a more dirty metropolis. Every

place is covered with dust; and its particles

are so minute, that 1t rises mto all the eourts

and chambers of the citv. The streets are
destitute of any kind of pavement : they appear

like a series of narrow dustv lanes, between
gloomy walls.  Ewropeans were formerly com-

pelled to walk or to ride upon asses, through

these streets; nor had the practice been wholly
abandoned when we arrived : although some of

our officers appeared occasionally on horsebagk,

mauv of them ambled about, in their uniforms,

upon the domkiez let for hire by the Arabs.
Horses were not easily procured. To ride

these, it was first necessary %@ buy them. And.

even when riding upon asses, if a favourable
opportunity offered, when our military were not

in sight, the uttendants ot the rich 7urks, pun-

ning on foot hefore their horses to clear the

away, made every Christian descend and walk,

until the bearded graudee had passed. We Jugglen.
noticed several jugglers, exiibiting their craft in

the streets of. Caire; bearing in their hands a
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Cl,(ﬁf!. kind of toy, conmon in Eng[and, COHSiSting of a
\wsepemes nuMber of piecesot wood, in the shape of playing-

Trees.

cards, strung together, and revolving from
top to bottom ; such as are called, by children,
trick-track, and are often paintec to display the
Cries of London. These toys scemed to delight
the frals; who considered them as put toge-
ther by magic. For the rest of the exhibition,
it much resembled the shows of our mountes
banks; each party baving its Werry Andrew, who
endured hard kicks and cuffs for the amusement
of the populace.

By means of the canal which intersects the
city, and was now filled with its muddy water,
we.visited a great part of Cairo in 4 hoat, The
prodigious number of gardens give to it so
pleasing an appearance, and the trees growing
in those gardens are so new to the eyes of a
European, that, for a moment, he forgets the
innumerable abominations of the dirtiest city in
the whole world. Many of the most conspi-
cuous of these trees have been often described
but not all of them. The most beautiful among
them, the Mimosa Lelleck, has not even been
mentioned m any account yet published of
Cairo ; which is the more extraordinary, as it
grows upon the banks of the canal; and its
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long weeping branches, pendent to the surface of CH;.}lP.
the water, could not escape notice. We brought « —
the seeds of 1t to the Garden of Natural History

at Cambridge, where it has since flourished.

This plant has been hitherto so little known in
Europe, that although caltivated in some botansc
gardens for more than half a century, it has
never been properly recognised. About thirty

years ago, Professor Jacquin, who received
some sceds of it from the East Indies, de-
scribed it as a new species, under the name of
Mimosa speciosa; and by this name it is still
distincuished in the FEnglish catalogues. It
grows promiscuously with the Gum Arabic
Acacia, or Mimosa Nilotica: both of these, and

also the Vlimosa Senegal, are seen adorning ghe

sides of the canal.  Hasselquist says, that he saw

the two last growing wild in the sandy desert,

near the antient sepulchres of the Lgyptians'.

The Mimosa Nilotica, or Acacia vera, produces Incens.
the frankincense. T is gathered in vast quan-
tities, from trees growing near to the most
northern bay of the Red Sea, at the foot of
Mount Sinai; and it is called Thus, by the
dealers in Ecvyrr, from Thur and Thor, which is

the name of a harbour in that bay; thereby

(1) Travels te the East, p. 250. Lond, 1776.
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CHAR being distinguished from the Gum Arabic which
\wmmpr cOmes from Suez'. These gums, savs FHassel-
A(i.b,,,._ quist, differ i other particulars besides their

localities ; the first being limpid and colourless;
the latter less pellucid, and of a brown, or dirty
yellow colour’. We purchased a considerable
quantity of the white gum. The fragrant odour
diffused in burning it is well known; but its
operation, as'an cnlivener of thc spirits, in per-
sons of weak health, does not seem to have
been mmch regarded. Perhaps the pleasing
antidote it affords to the effects of foul air In
crowded assembly-rooms, may possibly here-
after give it a place among the luxuries of
London and Paris.  Hitherto the sacred Salean
odpur has been cxclusively reserved for the
religious ¢eremontes of the Greek and Roman
churches: and that which was once considered
an offering worthy the altars of the most High
God, now scarcely obtains any notice. Fifteen
hundred years befare the Christian ®ra, the
ordinances concerning incense’ were delivered
to the leader of the Jewisk nation; and the his-
tory of the most antient Pagan rites also bears

(1) Travels to the Fast, p. 350. Lond. 1776.

(1) Ihd.

(1) ““ And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon.”
Erod, xxx. \.
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testimony to a similar custom. It seems evi- CHAP.
dent, from the words of sacred Scripture, that a......,-...a

the practice of bummg incense, among the Jews,
was introduced with reference to the supposed

alutary nature of the exhalation. Immediately
folowing the ordinanee for its use, it is stated,
that the time of burning 1t shall be at the
dressing and lighting of the lamps*; when an
offensive smell, thereby created, might probably
have pervaded the temple. Whatsoever may
have been the cause of its. original introduction
among the sacrifices, whether of the Jews or
Heathens, 1ts being appropriated to the service
of the Temple long caused it to be held in super-
stitious veneration. Many medical properties,
which it never possessed, have been attribuged
to it; and, down to the latest ages, considered

as an offering acceptable unto Heaven, it has

been celebrated as giving efficacy to prayer, or,
in the language of poetry, as wafting to Paradise
the orisons of men®,

. (4) “ And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense, every morning :
when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it. And when
Aaron lghteth the lumps at even, he shall burn incense upon it; a

perpetunl incense before the Lord, throughout your generations.”

Exod. xxx. 7, 8,

(8) Alerander the Great, after the conquest of .4rabia, sent a ship
laden with teense to his preceptor L:eonidas, for the service of the
temples : and nis ear! prodigality, in heaping incense upon the
allars of his country, is mnoticed by Pliny, (Hist. Nat. lib. xii.

cap,
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The mercury in Fahrenkeir’s thermometer
It remained at go°
tor several days, without the smallest percep-
tible change. Almost every Furopean suffered
from inflammation of the eves. Many were
troubled with cutaneous disorders. The prickly
heat was very common. This was attributed
to drinking the muddy water of the Ni/e, the
inhabitants having no other. Their mode of
purifving it, in a certain degree, is by rubbing
the inside of the water-vesscls with bruised
almonds : this precipitates a portion of the mud,
but it is never quite clear'. Many persons were
afflicted with sores upon the skin, which were
called *“luils of the Nile;” and dysenterical com-
plaints were universal. A singular species of

cap.14. tom. Il. p. 18. L. Bat.1635.) Auhrey, in his ‘' Hermetick £ -
bsophy,” printed (or the sccond tme, i London, 1 1521, p, 172, says,
“* Good Spinits are dehighted and allured hy sweet perfumes, as rich
&xms, frankmmcense, salts, Xc. which was the reasiu that the priests
of the Gentales, aud also the hrtims, usad them o ther temples
aud sacrifices.” It s u curions faet, that this superstitious notion,
respecting a fragrant gum, should also exist m South fmerica. Fhe
pastillas of Tama, used hy the priests to destroy the intluence of Evil
Sprrts, consists of a gum which is used as uceuse when High Mass is
solemnized at their altars.

(1) The cause of this chemical agency in the ol of the Amygdalus
communis bas not been explained ; owing, perhaps, to our ignorance
of the chemical constituents of this fruit, which has not been subjected

tu a rezular sualysis.
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lizard made its appearance in every chamber, CRAY.
having circular membranes at the extremity of ‘e
its feet, which gave it such tenacity, that it
walked upon window-panes of glass, or upon
the surfaces of pendent mirrors®. This revolting
sight was common to every apartment, whe-
ther in the houses of the rich or of the poor.
At the same time, such a plague of flies covered
all things with their swarms, that it was impos-
sible to eat without hiring persons to stand by
every table with feathers, or flappers, to drive
them away. Liquor could not be poured into a
glass ; the mode of drinking was, by keeping
the mouth of every bottle covered until the
moment it was applied to the lips; and instantly
covering it with the palm of the hand, when
rcmoving it to offer to any one else. The
utmost attention to clcanliness, by a frequent
change of every article of wearing apparel,
could not repel the attacks of vermin which-
seemed to infest even the air of the place. A
gentleman made his appearance, before a party
he had invited to dinner, with lice swarming

(2) A similar membrane terminates each foot of a common fly;
beneath which, a vacuum takes place, and the animal maintains a

footing upon cerings, owing to the pressure of the external air upoun
tis membrane,
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upon his clothes. The only expianation he could
give as to the cause, was, that he had sat for a
short time in one of the boats upon the canal.
Perhaps ubjection may be made to a statement,
even of facts, which refers to no pleasing theme;
but the author does not eonceive it possible to
give Englishmen a correct notion of the trials to
which they will be exposed m visiting this coun-
try, without calling some things by their names.
The insects o the Nile are many of them also
common to the Den: other nstances of simila-
rity in the two rivers have been befor: noticed’.
The gardens of Cacrro are filled with turtle-doves,
whose melancholy notes sutt the solitary dispo-
sition of the Zwrhv.  Thewr national music has
the same planuve character.  The houses of
the city are larger and better built than those
of Constantinople; the foundations bemy of gtone,
and the superstructure of bricks and mortar:
but they have the same gloomy appearance
externally. The mterior cousists principally of
tiuber.  The Frendi had pulicd down many
bouses, m order to obtain fuel: owmg to this,
and to the commotions that had taken place, a
considerable part of the city appueared to be in

t ~ee Vol I Chap. XIIL p. 350, 8vo. edition.
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rums. ‘I'he mhabitants generally ride upon mules
or asses: the latter are so active in this country,
and possess such extraordinary strength, that
for all purposcs of labour, even for carrying
heavy burthens across the sandy desert, they
are next in utility to the camel, and will bear
work better than lorses. The horse in Egype is
rather as an animal of parade, than for essential
service. The vast army of the /Pahalees in the
desert were said to be mounted upon camels and
upon asses. The population of Cairo consisted
at this time of Arals and Mumlules, for the chief
part; and, besides these, were Copts, Jews, and
Greeks, together with the gdventitious multi-
tude causcd by the events of war, which had
filled the strcets of the city with the Sepoys and
various casts of India, with Turks, Italians, French
and English soldiers, merch?mtﬂ, and adventurers
of every description. The Indian army, under
Gencral Baird, was encamped in the Isle of
Rhouda, and prescnted the first military spec-
tacle it is possible to éonceive; offering a strik-
ing contrast tu the appearance of the troops
from England, which were cncamped upon the
Alexandrian Plain. The Indian army, in posses-
sion of abundant supplies, and having all the
comforts which wealth and power could bestow,

might be considered rather as an encampment
VOL. V. G
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of powerful princes than of pr.vate men. The
tents of its subalterns were superior to the
marquees of general-otticers i the £nglish army,
where the Commander-in-chiet lived as the
poorest soldier, and wretchedness and privation
were the standing orders of the day'.  Every
morning. at sun-rise, as in Lord /futchinson's
army, a gun was fired, and the whole line of the
troops from fndia were under arms, amounting
to 3000 men. At this hour, we often resorted
to the Isle of Rhiowla, to view the magnificent
parade’. An immense grove of the most enor-

(1) The luvury and pomp of the Jadian army may be conceived, by
simply statng the fact, that glass lustres, manufactured in Londen,
ev; orted to Mndia, and thence comesed, after a voyage up the Red
Sea, upon the backs of camels acruss the desert from Cosser to the
Nude, were suspended 1n the audience-pavibon of the Commander-in-
chief,  Briahfasting .mith a lieutenant of the sixty-first regim=nt, we
were regaled with white bread, and fresh butter, made upou the spo?
for the vecasion, (s hich perbaps had never been seen Lefore in Egype,,
fruit, ¢ream, tea, coffve, aud choceelate.  The impression made by
external ~plendor, upon men characterized as are the inhabitants of
the Turkesh empire, 1> more cidectual for the advaucement of our po-
Iitical wmterests 1 the Fast, than the operations of war.  An ignorint
Moslera attaches higher ideas of power to the appearance of wealta,
thap to any effect of military ltrcngtl.h. .

{21 The suthor may Lere notice the visit he mads, upon one of these
occasions, to the Miaas, or Nilemrter, upon this Irle, in company
with Mr. Hammer. As the interivr of this buslding was long con-
cealed frum the ohservation of Furopeans, it may be proper to men-
tion, that the roof is supported by pointed arches erected early in the
uinth ceatury. Mr. Jfummer copied some Cumphic inscriptions upon

the
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mous sycamore fig-trees, larger than any of our CHAT.
forest trees®, secured almost the whole army
from the rays of the sun. Troops in sucha

state of military perfection, or better suited for

active service, were never seen, not cven n

the famous parade of the chosen Ten-thousand
belonging to Buonaparté’s legions, which he was

so vain of displaying, beforc the present war,

m the front of the 7huill ries at Paris.  Not an
unhealthy soldier was to be scen.  The £nglish
inured to the chmate of India considered that of

Lgypt as temperate in 1ts effects: and the sepoys
seemed as fond of the Nile as ol the Ganges.

After General Baird had mnspected the line, the

sepoys were marched to Cairo, where, having

piled their arms before one of the principal
mosques, they all joined the Moslems in their

the walls, stating, that the bumilding was constructed by the Caliph
Al-Mamoun, in the year 211 of the Ilégwra, answering to the year 833
of our #ra. The same fact 15 attested by the observations of Le Pere,
as read to the French Instuute at Cairo, January the 11th, 1799.
(Poy. Decade Eguptienne, tom. 11, p.278. au Kuire, An vinn de la
Répubhyguc.) For the rest, the building has been recently so often
described, that it v:as not thought pecessary to give a particular
account of 1t

(3) The Cditor of Hasselquist's Travels has mistaken his measure of

circumference for diameter —'* This 1 1 huge tree, the stem being often

Jifty feet thick.”” See Hasselguist's Travels, p. 259. Lond, 1766. It

canaot surely be intended that the sycamore-(rees of Egypt were nearly
nineteen yards in diameter =
G =
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devotions—to the surprise and satisfaction of the

s Turks and Arals, who speedily circulated a re-

Dinner
given by
the Con.-
mander-
in-Chief.

port over Cairo, that the English army was filled
with soldiers belonging to the Fuithful. These
men were all volunteers; and n) instance had
ever occurred of their being conveyed so far
from their native land at any former period.

A dinner given by General Baird to all the
English officers, and others of our countrymen
in Catro, took place while the camp remained
upon the Isle of Rhonda. We were invited: and
the scene was so extraordinary, that it ought to
be noticed. The dinner was given in the pavi-
lion before mentioned : this was illuminated by
glass lustres suspended from an enormous
tamboo cane, sustaining the inner covering of the
tent; and by wax candles in glass cylinders.
English porter, roasted pigs, and other Engiish
fare, together with port, claret, and Madeira
wines, appeared upon the table. The dinner
was cooked by Indian servants, upon the sand
near the tent; and a view of the extraordinary
cleanliness observed by these cooks, as well as
of their peculiar habits, were among the most
curious parts of the exhibition. Having drawn
a line around them, they suffered no person to
pass this boundary. The rules of their cast
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enjoined that none of the cooking vessels should
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be touched, except by their own hands. After «

dinner, the officers smoked the hooka: every
pipe had its peculiar attendant upon the outside
of the tent; the long flexible tubes alone being
brought under the sides of the pavilion to those
seated at table. The servants in waiting were
principally negreoes, dressed in white turbans
with muslin jackets, but without stockings or
shoes. The upper part of the pavilion was
adorned with beautiful net-work; the hangings
werce of green silk, and the floor covered with
Indian mats. The tables were of polished ma-
hogany; and the company present in full uni-
form;—an association of things so incongruous
with the natural horrors and barbarism of the

country, upon the border of an interminable .

desert, and in the midst of such a river as the
Nile, where persons from India and from England

were met to banquet together, that perhaps no*

similar result of commerce and of conquest is
ever likely to occur again, in any part of the
habitable globe. Upon this occasion, we heard
the extraordinary fact, maintained and confirmed
by indisputable testimony, that certain Brahmins
who had accompanied the /ndian army in its
march from the Red Sea to the Nile, from Cosseir
to Kené, saw at Dendera the representation of

Discovery
made by
Brahmins
in Upper
Egypt.
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their God Fishnu among the antient sculpture
of the place'; and were with diffic ilty restrained
by their ofticers from assaulting the .frals, on
account of the necglected state in which Ais
temple, as they supposcd, was suffered to re-
main. The ofticers of General Baird's army
spoke highly of the accuracy of Bruce's observa-
tions; and the General himself assured us, that
he considered Great Britain as mdebted to.
Bruce's valuable Chart of the Red Sea, for the
safety of the trgnsports employed in conveying
the British forces.

At this time there, happened to arrive in Cairo
an ./ yssinian Dean, a negro, who had under
taken his immense journey for religious pur-
poses, and then resided in the monastery be-
longing to the Propeganda Friars®.  The author
had been often engaged in noting, from this
man’s account of his country, some information
respecting the state of Christianity in {fbyssinia;
and had purchased of him a manuscript copy of

(1} It were tu be wished that some officer beloneing to the Indian
army, who was present upun that occasion, wonli specify what parti-
cular fizure the HBrahmins conceived to be a reprexentation of 2 ihng,

t2) There are two monasteries in Ceire, one called the Terra Sencta,
and thie other the Propaganda, Mouastery.





