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the Gospel of St. Juhn, together with certam CHAP 
II. 

prayers ill the Abyssinian language: these rna- '-' _.-_ 
IlUscript" arc !lOW in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxfurd. As General Baird had a copy of Bruce's 
Travels then ill bis possession, and was kind 
enong-h to allow us the usc of it, a hettcr oppor-
tUllity llIig'ht rarely ofl'er of submitting Bruce's 

llarrative to tbe teGt of a ('omparison witb tbe 
"vidence afforckd by a n:,tin, of Al·!fssinia. We 
there!,"'" appointed a day for this purpose: and 
sent an il}yjtation to the .. -J/:1fssinian Dean. In.. 

ordel' 10 make the inquiry as puhlic as possible, 
we al"" I'eqllested the attendancc of Mr. 
lIamiltun, Fecrct~ry of the F,arl of Elgin, of Dr. 
TViIl7nrl1l, allrl (If :\1r. Hrtmmer, a celebrated 
Orie'lInl s"holar, during- the investigation. Ohe 
ot th(' Pro/lflgnndn FriarR served us as our inter-

pretcr with the Al'!fssinirtn priesl. It was at first 
displllt'd whether any mention should be made 
of Bntcc. or not; hut at kngth we resolved that 
.1 seri~R of qu('<lioll< ShOlll;.! be put from Brnce. 
work. without allY mention b~ing made of him, 
or any nl1u~ion to hi~ tra.vcl~ in .A /:,/ssil1 ia. The 
,i~ht of hi< vol:imc< on the table wcre not likely 
to oflLI' any clue. rcspccting the plll'JlOrt of our 
inquiry. to an >EtltioJJian \\'ho had ne,'cr seen a 
printed qu,,,·to before in his life. and to whom 
the language in which it was written was 
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CHAP. altogether unknown. His testimony, thererore, 
II. 

I • • as a native of.Ab.~ssinia, to the accuracy of Bruce's 
description' of the country, will 1I0t be disre
garded; and the following result of our conver
satiOl} with him may terminate this, chapter , 

, 

( I) Th~re ha~ not ~eb an e:U)U1}Jlc, in tile au lin I, of ht('ratur(', of 

mutt' ull("ir olHlll.~g'rnn:rul bo~t Iilt~· than t Ildt '" hid, nil 11I11>1('tallt lind 

in .. idil)u~ rarty too lIutce~\fully lc\'dled, during II. ~t) n~l,ler"b(c period, 

Ilo. .... ills t tbe "ritlD~ g( BtuC('. SOOIi lifter lh,' pu:.\JratiulI or hi,. 

.. T,al·tll todiM:of· .. r the SOUjl'~ aftlo< lY,/ ... " IIc\'l'fal CUl,it' "r tilt· Yoork 

weN! ~o1J in n·t"',,, a~ .a<te ;oaptr. ill I'ouscquenl't' fir the (,;,lllmniu 

c:irculated """illl! the author s ,'.-rarity. Thi ll hapIK'nt'fl IfI tilt' )t'ar 

1791. In tht Yl'or HSUO, Mr. Joh1. Al1tel, \)f Fulilu il\. }'"djlw r , !,uh. 

li'llbed a ,",&11 "olume uf "Obl"l·(l.tV"'~ 011 E{:!lpt." II ",·"rk Il"t I{'Sot 

~mt.rkahlt: r<lt It, fi,h,ht) Dud ~n\lille worth, th all fur th(' Irllle nul\l:t 

it rC('tnt',!. Si' t al...lII;.:" of lJr"~t. that author .. bit'n('~ · ",,"'bell Mr, 

.Brw:t retllrllt tl from .JL.lllt'nl'4, I " 'M [It G/'f/lld ((,j,o. I l1il11 the 

ph'\~lIre of hr~ ,"()mralJ~ fur Ihr{'t' mO'ltll,. almmt tH'ry' II"y: nlHI 

bavml;. at thal tllUt', InYiclr au 1I11I'IJ of p~netratll.g int .. AI'!Iuinm. I 

.. as \·t r~ mClui.itnt about thd country, un ht'srrn, lII:ln} tlulIg' frpm 

h im whir II ~ttmtd nlmnst iut"rtJ.hlt to 1I\f', I 1I~I'd tro n~1r. III' <;,,.,.* 
~nal\t A/k:ltatl ;11 " .. pt, /_lw. l1KtJpabic 0/ d", 10"1',.11(11 ) ahout tilt' 
·ame cirf"un1.t:.zUI·C\, alld MC:·T ~," 111,r Ill! ('OUlI10 .... " A(.Uf: '.U 111111 

1115 MASolf.R I!' THF. Cilln' f'OJ"U." ( SCI' ()bJU' /nt , /11/ fI,,. 11/,11111. and 

(uu.'!'-"',.C';!W,.fl1U.I>!!.John-l"III,E,'l. p.li. l.n"d 110100. ) Mauy 

"trong .. r h.'.t 111'''1, I." III fa\'llur of II, u..-,,', aN·Uf.WY Im\'c :.1." at ditft:rl'u' 

t.IlI('" 1I(· .... u iI ,j·I" ,·r',I. p"r! ir ull'lrl~: II} !'afro !l,·IJU·". ' $.(" Prrf.t,; /'If 

Trulf·t,); au,1 till' ",,,rio. h;!,\ "oll\~'1u('nll~ rl~tn "('r) t·oll.id,·rnhl.\· III 

tbe puhht' ,"'t"n" I" ,I' . "m~ l'I\'·C'lIl· r~. IIIJtl!"d. 1111'( .tt~mpltd Itl 
in\· il.Jjdat~ f"f'rldlll ,,( l,,~ MIotrliullt, .LICb, art .. r IIH, .HC tJot or much 
moment, "hetl ... r lht"y hor true tlr falit ; follCI ., fur l'llolnrle, IU tilt' 

C!rcullul&Qce rtlah:J hy 1Ir1/~ o( the part he lr>uk Ifl tbe wa ... o( tlll~ 

coulltl"); and of the I'rarli.·c he "jlur·.('J or t"-klll;: fh'~h fruRl Il li'lI1;;: 

animal I" all IIrlkle o( rmlll ; tllll la.t h:u. huw("'f"r, no,~ been (ully 
lIJlltirmorrl hy tbe It'llemcnt of tbe native rrje~t, 4' S"Ivcn ahO\e, 1t i~ 

'ptobal'l~ 



GRAND CAIRO. 89 
Our first questions related to the place of his CHAP. 

hirth; and of his usual residence before he left , ' 1/. ...... 
Abyssinia. In answer to these, ·he stated, that 
he was horn at Gdlel'edda', in the province of 
TIG ItE, whose capital i, Adowa', distant twenty
five or thirty days from the Nile, and sixteen 
or sevcnteen from !llassualt upon the Red Sea; 
that hi. usual place of residence, and to which 
bc should return, aft~r leaving Cairo, was a vil
lage abrlll! fifteen days journey from GondaI'. 
\Ve asked him what kind of coin lVas Circulated 
in his nati,'c province: he said that frssil s(l lt 

was used in Ti;:.re as a substitute for money4 

--~.---- . .. , .- - _.- . 

pfuhablt' that Rntct \\(luld nt:,'cr have E'ncounlered the oppo~ition he 
• met with, ir hli \l t illfl~. had Iwt bec-n ('harl1('tcrizcd by off'eDdin~ 

,.!()lim. . Ramll JJe Tf.'fI" work experia.tJ{·ed a similar fatt", from the 

Wlmc cauc;e; Rnd lUl.l s iulIlo.rly· uhtalllcJ, al last, the ('ousider.J.lion to 

whit'h, hy It<; ::;reat merit, It is justly entitled. 

(':!) Thi .. plaN' i" mcnt innt"(l ill !\Ir. Sulfs Narrativc, as puhli5btd b, 
lArd Ii.lif'rltlft, BlI.i written GCI,L\'BI:DD". (S,r: ('01. III. p. ';"1. Lmtd. 

180g,) Il l' Ilc~("ri!'("s it,,~ •• a I'b("c of ('on~iderahle extent and popula
timl:' 

(3) nrlfct aho Jescrihe. AdoteD, B' lM-ing the <"apitat of TIGRi:.. A 
"itw of the tllWII Ih·('I' lIIpanie. Mr. Sl1lt"s !Io1arralin'> ill Lord P"kntiG's 

Tr,wcl" , .. 1. 111. p. ~G. JAftti. 1809. 

(4) Mr. ,roaU, ~reakilig' (If a manufa{"Iufe of cloth at AdfIWD, says, it 
I"ircu lbft''i •• 1Il<H1CY tbrough the country; but he adds, .. Each piece 

j .. It.hctut .iIl.1CC'lI "Ilhit~ long-, anti one allli three quarters wide: its value 
i .. tlsirt.1I pi~~, (If 6tlli, or oaa dollar." Jlunltia', TrtIAN:/" vol. Ill. 
,'.7". M"ltd. UU)g, AI,o in vM. 111. p.54 • .. The .mall ('urr('nry fat 

rlltrtlJow) ("onli.tt<l of \udr;e, of roek-Ialt. tJlf'h wei~hin~ two or three 
r ouml.) and el1im3tr,1 at I-30th of a dullar." 

, 
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CHAP, Our next inqillry related to th~ long-disputed 
1I, 
• ' fact. of a practice among the Al'yssinians of 

}';d,"" or 'C I' ' I I' f' a I li~I' f('~ cuttmg- Ironl a IVC antma ~ Ices 0 lis lies 1, as 

I(I~~:::';~;. an article of food, without putting it to death. 
limu'd. This Bruce affirms that he witnessed, in his 

journey from !lfasmah to Arum'. The Abyssinian. 
answering. jnformt'd us, that tlte ioldiers of '/',e 
country. d,Jr;llg their marmuling excursion'~J some

times maim con's qfler this manner; Inking slices, 

from their l'odies, ru a fat'ourile article of food, 
tfilhout pUlling them :0 death. fit the lime: and that 

during the lywquels of the AbysJillimn . rau' meal, 

esteemed delicious throughout lh" country, is fre-

9uent~1J lan C"" from fl!l OJ; or a COil', ill SW.:IL a state 

that tlw./il-res are ill mol ion j find that lit e attendants 

cOTJ/inw: 1o ell! slices unIt! lite animal dies. This 

amnn'r ('xartly ('orr('spollds with Bruce''fI, Narra
tive: he ~xl'J'('''ly states tflat thc persons whom 
he saw were ,~oldiers', and the animal a cow', 

Such a ~oillcill('n('e could hardly ha,'c happened. 

(,' R nm .... r rlJl'l'lr , "0.' 111. p. I J2. F:dml,. J;!jO, .. When I fir5t 

mcutlUBt·d tlJl~ III Em:/trrlfl, 110<1, (uld "r my {rjerlcl~ It was not ~

h(' ~ ccl. 1 a~l.l:d tht, r('awl! Ilf lui, tii,bdld, aud ~' a, l\u.\\f'rt'd, tha.t 

pl!llplt whQ hMlllt'\·tr 11(!l'U Ollt of their own I"n.ntr~·, l1ul olll\'r~ ~'E' II 

i\l' flUaiDle ,1 '1\ It:. tht· IIIJn m'r, u( lbL wvrld, /(lr they }Ulrl trat·e/Let/ as 

for a" Franu, 11,1.11 .. ;!;rre,1 the thiug "as impouWk; and tllcrcforc it 
",a~ 50." } blli. p. 144. 

('1) Rrtll't' .. Tral'ch" ibid . p.l-4i. 

OJ Ibid. 
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unless the practice really existed. We inquired c~tP .. 
if other animals were thus treated; and were ' _. 
answered in the nCfl">ttive. Mutton is always 
boiled; and veal is never eaten. in any way' 
[n timcs of famine alone the inhabitants eat 
boil cd blood. 

Among other absurd accusations. brought 
against Enter, a very popular charge at one 
dme W:l~ , that some of the plants cn6raved in 
his work ne,'cr cxi"te(i in nature, but were the 
offspring of his own fertile imaginatioll. W e 
thercfurc rcsol.,·c<l ncxt to exhibit the engra
Yings to our A I'yssinian, and desi re him to name 

the pi:mts. and to describe tlleir properties. It 
was impo,"ible that this man should read, and 

• mtlr.h less comprehend, the .Alyssinian names 
which Brur.e·s cngra,'er had inscribed upon the 
margin of those plates. 

The first prates offered to his notice wer€ 
thoRe which represent thc Sa.<sa '. He rccog
nised the plants; but knew nothing of the name 
Bruce had givcn to them ; and deaied that any 

(") Thi! II(ree'l with Ihf' nrCf}l,Iut rubli~hd hy Lord rn/~lI,ja. {ro~, 

Mr. Salt" Joufoal. See Paint,;"', IMt'ell, vol. III . p. 159. LAnd. 
18()9. 

(s) Bruce's Tnt'eb, Al rendil, p. 28, 
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CH·AP. gum was produced by them. The inquiry l:. . proceeded more successfully when the next 
were shewn to him. He named the following 
instantly; and gave the same account of them 
that Broce had done; namely. Ergett Dimmo; 
'Ergelt el Krone; En"le; Kol-Quall; Gir Gir; 
Ka1lluJfa; &c. all tf whose appellations he pro
nounced exactly as Bruce had written them. 
The Ergell el Krone, he said. grew np8r to the 
Lake TZAKA. and in every part of A I'!Jssinia; 
but that it was "f no. use to the inhabitants. 'He 
described the leaves of the Ensde as rescmbling 
those of the Banana; but the plants as yielding 
no fruit. They bDil the root Df it, as a ((arden 
vegetable, with mutton. The Kol-Qudl he 
n",mcd instantly; saying, that, on beating it, it 
yields a quantity of milk, which is poisonous, 
but may be used as a cemcnt, capable of join. 
ing tWI) pieces Df stDne. Its smaller branches, 
when dry, are used for candles; and its wood 
serves for timber, in building houses. It pro
duces no. gum'. Broce relates all this; and 
adds, that upDn cutting two branches of the 
Kol-Quall with his sabre, not les~ than four 
English gallons of the milk is"ued out; which 

(I J Thrrdore Dot the Euplt",.6UJ '!IfiriJtorwm of LiDncu.. SN B","". 
T'OI', AJ1Pt!IfII. p. +to 
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was so caustic, that although he washed the CHAP. 
IL 

sabre immediately, the stain never left it'. We. • ' 
were amused by thc eager quickness with 
which our Abyssinian recognised and named the 
Kantuffa; telling us all that Bruce relates 
of its thorny nature, as if he had his work by 
heart. The Balessan, or Balsam-tree, was en-
tirely unknown to him. He had seen the 
Papyrus in Emllllru, in the province pf Lebo, 
growing in marshy lands. Cnncerning the 
other plants engraved in Bruces work, his ob
servations agreed with those of Bruce, with very 
little exception. He denied that the mode of 
eating raw IDeat was by wra~ping it up in (lakes 
made of T'!if. These cakes, he said, were used 
for plates, or as bread only for women and s~k 
persons. The Abyssinianr do not make beer from 
Tif, according to his account, bnt from a plant 
called Selleh. BRUCE mentions different &orts 
of Ttjf', of which, perhaps, Sellelt may be one. 
The Abyssinian concurred with Bruce, in attri-
buting the frequency of worm-disorders, in his 
country, to the practice of eating raw Ilesh '. 

«) Ibid. p •••. 
(I) See Brwce'" Trani., vol. III. p. ~?O. EdMb. Ij90. 
(4) BMlCI' t'utcrtliaedtile tame OpiDioll. See T~~ tlppnad.l'. 80. 

EIiIIJ. Ji!Ju. 
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CHAI'. This is considered always as a luxury; and 
IL 

,"' _ • ..-_ therefore the priests abstain from it. In his 
own village. he said. the soldiers and principal 
people prefer raw meat to ev~ry other diet; 
that betore he b('came a priest. hl' harl himself 
eaten much of it; that he considHNl it as very 
savoury wh('n thc animal frolll which it i< taken 
is fat and healthy. He professe(! himself to be 
ignorant.of the "irtue aSl'l'ibed hy /JlUee to the 
IPooginoos', now called I1rucen (l7llid!r~ enlerica; 

although he knew the plant wdl, and said it 
cured all disorders caused by ma~ir: but he 
verified all that 8mu had rdakd of tIle Cusso', 

or Hlmhi" AI'",ninira; anrl added, that it was 
customary to drink an infusion marie from it 
evpry two months, as a pren.'ntivc against lhe 
disordcr noticed hy B,.,II·". 'Vhen shewn the 
/f/a!lo!.l1'a, he mentioned a curiolls circumstance. 
which Hnlce has lIot related: namely, that the 
bark of this plant Hen'es the AI,!!ssillianr as a 
substitute for soap. lie knew nothing of the 
word Carat , a:-:o a nnmc said by Bruce to ht' 
given, in the south o(,J1/°!J.tl'i1l;a. to the bean of 
the KUflra-trce, and used in weighing gold. 

(l) ~ DY'1I«', Tl'1lni., Append!s, p.69. 
('1,1 Ibid. p.].1. 
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Having thus discussed the plants, we directed c.R AP. 
IJ. 

his attention to the quadrupeds, birds, and other \ • 
branches of natural history. His answers gave 
us as much reason to be convinced of Bruce's 
accuracy in this, as in the former part of his 
work. It would take up too much of the 
reader's attention to detail all the evidence we 

collected for this purpose. He added, that the 
rhinDel" as wa. called Charlie! by the A l'yssinians; 
and said that it" horn, uged for linin(' th~ interior ," 
of drinkillg-vessels, is considered as an antidote 
to poison . When the engraving representing 
the .1shk"ko was placed before him, he recog
nised the animal, and related the circumstance 

• 
mentioned by Bruce' of its being considered as 
uuciean, both by Christian, and by ll!ohmnmedass. 
Speakmg of its name, he made a curious dis
tinction; saying that it is called A"Moko in the 
Court language, but Gehre in the ,'ulgar tongue. 

If there be a part of Bruce's work whieh is 
apparentl:; fabulous, from its man'cllou" natu!le. 
it is the accowlt he has given of that destruc
tive fly , the Zilll b, or Tsaltwlya '; yet in the his
tory of this insect, as in every other instance. 

(:1) See Brw«"' Trave!l. AppendiX, p. 14S. 
(f) Ibid, p.188, See also Tol. I. p. 3e~ , 
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CHAP. the tutimony of the Ab!luinian Dean strictly 
II. 

" ," . ~nfirmed all that Bruce ltad .written. upon the 
.ubject. He told us:that horses and co~'s w~e 
its principal ~ictims; that there were not maay 
of tho&e insects in his )Jative. province; but that 
he had heard of armies being des! I'uyed in con· 
sequence of this terrible scourge. We 'lues" 
tior.ad bim concerning the plaut which is said 
t~ render persons invulnerable to serpents or 
scorpions, merely by chewing its leaves. He 
replied, that he knew the plant well, but had 
forgotten its . name; that it resembled hemp, 
and that he had often made use of it to prove its 
virtues; but be added, that it mUM be chewed 

• 
at the time of tuuching the serpent or the 
soorplOn. 

Previous to the introduction of any inquiry 
('oneerning the source- of tbe Nile, we shewed 
to bim Bruce's map of the Lake TIlSana, and of 
the surrounding country. A( this he was highly 
,;mtified. He knew aU the places mentioned 
in the territories of Be/essen, Begemder, Oldam, 
and AgolVS; and, attempting to shew us the 
.ituation of Go "DAR, actually pointed out the 
"pot marked by BTI/ce for th'e locality of that 
city . 
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The Nile (which before its junction with the C~tP. 

Lake Tzrma he called AleQIJUi) he described as ... ' -.,.._' 
having but one source', in a marshy spot, upon 
the top of a mountain, about five or six miles 
from the lake, and upon its Muth-eastem side. 
He had not been there himself, but had often 
visited that side of the lake. There are many 
villages ill the neighbonrhood of the place. The 
iphabitants are all ellr;st;""s; but they entertain 
no veneration for the spot, neither are any 
honours whatsoever paid to the source of the 
river. There are, indeed, many springs which 
are medicinal, and said to be the gift of certain 
saints; but he had never heard that the fountain 
of the Nile was one of these. • 
______________________________________ L 

(I) Hrwt', account of the vrigin of this rinr will perhaps be (ound, 
after an, mure corr~ct than Ill)' we can obtalll, ~\'CD from the AbJ6-
"'WJicuu them~ehe~, wl,o du nut i't' , ide Deaf enou,h to the spot to baw'! 
made I"teflonal uhser"atioll, Mr. SoU mentions the little reliance he 
could place in the vanous accounts C'i\u to him upon this . ubject. 
" When J fuuud," s.ys he, .. th.t I lDust rive up aU bopes 01 ,Pene
tratin, be} ond the Tacaua, I took eYery occuion to make inquiries, 
of lucb penonl &I were likely to ,ive me &Dy inlel~ce. J'elipeetiDC 
tbo NUt. Their aCCOUDt& I"4me-nlly a&fteed with each other i but. it 
.pl"Qred to me that d,e)' spoke rrom what they bad heard, aDd Dot 
/rOfD peraoDal knowledc'e. ItllilwlliM tusr tMviIJoge 0/ G«M; tM 
~".., ~ 1M pIdia; IIw elwat»." tlw .... Aea« iJ JI-II obot.w 
t"~CMUll,., .. iIIcirnUtf,.. c.j .. ; .,er.",...,f..war 
I. lite .. all: ,,"',.., tl!Iwell, MlridnG"9, (It t. 1M 1UdIIHr''' tAl f .... 
CGUu /,... MlkA it ~" I SORCe ~" '*"-. otkrl tI' I".,. .•• 
..., prr"''' ,liue." ~ , ',,"""is', Tra. wi. 111. p. 160. 

VOL. \'. U 
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CII.H. Here we terminated our investigation, as far ,-... I:~. __ ' as it related to Bruce's account of Abyssinia; and 
the result of it left a conviction upon our minds, 
not only of the general fidelity of that author, 
but that no other book of travels, published 80 

long after the events took place which he has 
related. and exposed to a similar trial, would 
have met with equal testimony of its truth and 
accuracy', 

._ - -------
( I) In the illtere~ljllg memoir of Mr, SaU', J ourney in A",,$IiJti6, ~ 

published hy Loro l""ulmtUl, its author has assailed lb. Yeradty or 
Bruce, in a manner wbicb may he lamented by thO§e wbo hold Mr. 
Sall'i Narrative. ill the higl,pil rstimatioD: ami for this re;"$()Il j tbat. 
with an e"ident dispo~ition to disput e the lOrrectne~~ of Bruce's n
presdhtion, no writer has contributed mure effectually to the esta

blishment uf Enter', credit. Mr. Salt speaks in the most J'05itin~ tum_ 
of the acrurl.lq/ with whith Bruct h." detailed 1111 historical il'forma
t'-'n . lSu Lord ra lffl lia', Tml,tis, ':(It.lll. I'P. 16a. 209, <\,c. ~~, LMtd. 
l eO!).) He also mentions tbe ast onishment of the nati\'K at his own 

knowledge of their histury: ( /Lid,p . ~'l7,) and, ahcn'e all. that bt wu 
coniiriered by them a~ a ~uperior hein,;, when he elhibited, IJrwr', 
drawinr of Grmdar. ([bill.) In many other in~tances he""" ample 
teatimony to BF'Q«" ac(,url\('}'. (Srt 1'tU. 1I. p. 460. 480. ~,;' \Jot III. 

1'1" 163. '2 11 . 211, S~ aflo til t iJllt(l7lt'e, adduud in ,I.e Edmb. E1IC'fJdop. 
vM.V. Pm I pp.9. \0.) When to all this is added tile evidence afforded 

by th. celebrated RrDU'M (Stt PrtfilCt ttl hu Travtlr) , in tupport of 
tbe few (acts whi('b are questioned by Mr. Snit, and the opinion riven 
of hil work Ly the Commandtr-in·chicf of the Rritilh army &ent from 
Iruli4 hy tbe Rtd Sea, u hefore alluded to, we may surely cowider 
the .,ritiD~5 of thil illu5trioul traveller to be r>lnced u.)und tbe reaeh 

of eavil : and "It ought to QJ:rte with that profound ,ebolar, (5« 
I/tacQI', Pn-ip/uJ '!I the Erytlar. Stll, p. 93 .) wbo, maintalniD( that 
lJrvre', ", ork "bnrl tbrouf:'hout internal markl of veracity," COD

lidered it to be a duty .. 1'10T Ta TRtAT WITH INGRATITUDE THolE 

WHO EXPLORZ THE DtSZaT roa oua II'IPOuuTtOI'l .... 



Tomt.. of tbt Srdt~. 

CHAP. III. 

GRAND CAIRO. 

Arabic Language, UJ "",ken in Egypt - Dress 'If tile . . 
Wc>men in CiUro-Stale oj Society-Houses-Gardens
CeremollY if UlulatIOn in honollr of the Dead-Exaggl\. 
rated Dcs(n/'t;rITlS f!f tlte CUUlltry - Supposed Sacrifice 
<if a Firgill 10 Ihe Nile - Book Mqrkel- AnlienJ 

Medals in circulation- Cuslom oj the Arahs in passing 
a Bridge -Appearance of lfomcn in the Struts 

Enormitie~ practised I'Y the Turks~Extorlions-DlJ
covery (if a curiou~ .l1Januscript - Ciladel - Pointed 

Arthes - Interesti"g 1llscriptioll - Mosaic Painting
Present State <if lite Arl-Joseph's frett-Origin <if the 
Citadet-Vinu j ion! lhe Rampart5. 

ANY Englishman hearing a party of Egyptian CR.'P. 

Arabs in conversation, and being ignorant of \ II!;. . • their language, would suppose they were quar-
"2 
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CHAP. relling. The Arabic. as spoken by Arah •• is more 
..... 1 ... :1_. oJ guttural even than the IFel.h; but the dialect 
t:~~ ... of Eg!lpt appeared to us to be particularly harsh. 
- .po •• n It is alway. spoken with a vehemence of ges· 
in Egypt. 

ticulation. and loudness of tone, which is quite 
a contrast to the stately sedate manner of 
speaking among the Turk.: we were con· 
stantly impresscd with a notion t',at the Ara!:s, 
in conversation. were quarrelling. More than 
once we ordered the interpreter to interfere, 
and to pacify them; when it appeared that 
we were mistaken, and that nothing was 
further from their feelings, at the time, than 
ang-er. The efiect is not so unpleasing \0 the 
ear. when Arab women conver.c; although the 
,"csticulation be nearly the same. Sir;nor 
Rosetti', whose ho.pitality to strangers has been 
celebrated by c"ery tra"eller in Egypt durmg 
nearly half a century, introduced us to a /Tene
lian family, of the name of Pini', in which there 
were many beautiful young women, and with 

(I) Mr.Brwe meotioD'I bim c''''cw .•. 1. p. 30. £li,tIJ, li90.) uDder 
the name of .. Carl. IUwIh. " Pnwtw. tNt'f"CAimIt, " .. ,... "'mI 0/ 
NfJ«U, _J ,JUngve." Brw, ... in eo.,.. in tbe bt(inoin, of JrM,. 
1768. SipII!' n~dt, told u\ be well rtlMlDbered R,""", aDd tottt
Wiled DO doubt •• to the truth of tbe Il&IfttiYe which hf! p\lblilbed 
CCllu::et.io« Jai. t ... Yda. 

(~) If There ;, IIho at Ctl,... YnNla Coa.uJ, aod a bOUle o( 'bat 
nation caUM Puu~ all uedleal people." B,..".:n-.. wi. f. p. t6. 
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whom we had frequent opportunity of hearing CHAP. 
. III. 

the Arllbic, as spoken by the most pohshed \ • ' 
females of the city. The dress of those young n .... or 

tbeWFXDea 
ladies was much more elegant than any female in Cai~. 

costume we had before observed in the East, 
and it was entirely borrowed from the Antients. 
A zone placed immediately below the bosom 
served to confine a lou;(, robe, open in front, 80 

as to di'play a pair of rich pantaloons. The 
feet were covered with embroidered "Iippers, 
but the ankle and in.lcp were naked ; and round 
the lower part of the leg, above the ankle, they 
wore cinctures of massive gold, resembling the 
golden cincture disco\'ered .in a tomb neal" the 
Cimmerian Bosporus, and represented in a former 
part of this work '. • 

D e710n speaks of the pleasurable sensations s.. .. of 

daily excited by the delicious temperature of Suci"y. 

Cairo, causing Europeans, who arrive with the 
intention uf spending a few months in the place, 
to remain during the rest of their lives, without 
ever persuading themselves to leave it. Few 
persons, however, with whom we associated, 
were disposed to acquiesce in the opinion 
of this very amiable writer. Those who are 

(3) See Vol. II. Chap. U. 11,79. Octavo ~ilioll . 
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C~:P. desirous of uninterrupted repose, or who are 
'-___ ' able to endure the invariable dulness which pre-

vails in every society to which strangers arc ad
mittcd, may, perhaps, tolerate, without murmur
ing, a short residence in the midst of this dull 
and dirty city. The effect, whether it be of 
climate, or of education, or of government, is 
the same among all the settlers in Egy/J/, ex
cept the Ara!'" namely, a disposition to exis~ 
without exertion of any kind; to pass whole 
day< upon bcds and cushions; smoking, and 
counting beads. This is what Maillet termed 
1£ ttrai b tllie E~yptienne ' ~ and that it r.lay be 
acquircd by rcsiding among the native inha
bitant" of Cairo , is evident from the appearance 
e!hibited by Europeans who have passed some 
years in the city. 

Fpon our first coming, we had no other place 
of lodging than what our djerm afforded. This 
was stationed. during the day, at Buttlc, and it 
was guarded by our faithful Arahs. Every 

night these mell moved our vessel over to the 
Isle of Rh""da, and anchored close to the camp 
of the India:n army, with a view to avoid the 

(1) DncriptiODde l'Enpte, tom,JI, p.SiO. uIiJH¥,1740. 
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mice, flit's, vermin, and dust, which infested us CHAP 
III. 

from the quay, and prevented our rest. But, ......... _ 
after a short time, we procuretl a large house, 
which had been inhabited by Frf'1leh oillct'rs, in 
a very populous part of the city, near to the 
residence of Signor Rosetti. This greatly in-
creased our facility of seeing the city, and of 
observing the manners of its inhabitants. 

The best houses in Cairo correspolld with the !lou, ... 

description given in a former part of tillS "ork, 
of the palace of an AI7/lenian merchant, at Nieotia 

in CyJml-l '. The taste shewn in decorating their 
apartments is 01 the kind ,called Arabesque: 

this, although early introduced into England 
from the East, is not Sameenical, but Egyptian~. 
It is a style which the Greeks themselves 
adoptcd; and it was received anJUng<t the 
Roma", in the time of Augustus. Where the 
windows are glazed, which more frequently 
exhibit all open lattice-work, they are orna
mented with coloured glass; representing land
scapes and animals, particularly the lion, which 
seemed to be a favourite subject in works of 

- --- - --- - - ---- - ------

(f) ~e Part II. ~c[. I fb.r XI. or theic l"nIvels. 
(3) Sec tbe obturatIOn, or DmM, Trov. HI E8YPI, 1'01. 1. p. '1 J. 

1AU. 180f. 
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eIlAl'. this sort. No writer has paid any attention to 
Ill . 

..... ..,._ ... tbe origin of the painted glass in Cairo; yet the 

('~n!11l0n1 

of l:lala+ 

glaziers of this ('ity "l'elll to have preserved all 
art. which is supposed to be impert~ctly known 
in Europe. From the open terraces in many 
of the principal houscs, and fi'om the fiat roofs 
common to all of them, the view is extended 
over the numerous gardens of the city. But 
every thing is disfigured, and rendered uncom
fortable, by dust: al\ the f()liage of tile trees is 
covered with it; and the boasted vegdation of 
Cairo, (instead of di.pla) ing that pleasing ver
dure with which Furol"'fl/!, and particularly 
En"o./ishmen, fill th~ir imag-inations. when reading 
descriptions of a city crowded with groVt'9 and 
g'lrdcns), rather exhibits the uninviting aUl! uni
form colour of the desert. 

During the first evening after our removal to 
t UHI in ho- our new habitation, we ' .... eTc serenaded by a 
pour of the . 
lfr,d. specICs of n)cal m"'ody. willeh we had never 

heard before. It commenced ahout SUIl-set; 
and was continued, with little intermission, nol 
only throughout tbe ni;;ht. but <luring' many suc
ceeding nights and days. We w':re first doubt
ful whether the Round. we heard were expres
sions of joy or of lament.ation. A sort of chorus, 
interrupted by screams, yet regulated by the 
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beating Q{ tambouril)es, POW swel)iI)g Ilpon the clHp. 

car, now expiring in cadences, wall repeated '-I ..... l!"l: .. ",." 
continually; and as often as it seemed to cease, 
we heard it again renewed with illcreased ve
hemence. Having inquired the cause, we were 
told that this howling was nothing more than the 
usual ceremony of lamentation for a deceased 
person, performed by female mourners hired 
(or tile occasion. This remaining example of 
the Ululation of tbe Antients, it may be sup-
pll,ed, was not sutfered to pass without further 
notice. \Ve sent our interpreter to the hou.e 
whence the sounds proceeded, desiring him to 
pay particular attention to the words usee). hy 
the p,'rformers in tlllS plainti"e chorus. He 
told Ul<, upon his feturn, that we migh" haye 
the sam(' cercmony repeated in our apartments: 
that the sin~crs were women, hired to sing and 
to lament in this manner; the wealthier the 
lamily, the more numerous were the persons 
hired, and, "f course, the louder the lamenta-
tions: that those female singers exhibited the 
most fri::htful distortions; having their hair 
dishevelled, th<'ir clothes torn, and their fea-
tures disfi~ured with paint and dirt: that they 
were relie\ cd at intervals by other women simi-
larly employed; and thns the ceremony may be 
continued for any iengtb of time. A principal 



'06 
iiiHAl'. 

Ill. 

GRAND CAIRO. 

• .' 
part of their art consists in mingling with their 
Ululation such affecting expressions of praise 
and pity, such a pathetic narrative of the em
ployments, possessions, and characteristics of 
the deceased, and such inquiry as to his reasons 
for leaving those whom he professed to love 
during life, as may excite the tears and sighs of 
the relations and friends collect~d about the 
corpse. It is therefore evident, that this cus
tom, like the CA OJ"EADII of the Trish', and the 
funeral cry of other nations', are remains of 

-------
( I) ,,&!e an aC'CflUDl of tbe C~rernony of OuJatWft amODI;" tt:-e ]ris", 

as: Ukna {rom the Tran )aC'.ions (I f tbe Ruyal Jruh Itc-ademy, uJ 'Ilr, 
Aria". Clarice', Edilu1'II pi .. /lar"UT' , Olm!M'IItill'U," 1'01. Ill. p. 40. 
Lt»td. "ij08 . Amo ng other t!lprea&iuu, u~<l by tLe Jrult. ruu .... luen • 

• 
tht y co.Illti uually n ' lH:at tbe 1I'onh .. l.:l.LALOO ! ULU,LOO! ~ IIV DlD6T 

TWll: LIIF. ~ "_" Tbe C.:UalfJO tlf tbl' ]'u la," S3)'1 the learnl'd F..ditor or 

Hu,..er', work . .. js tbe same', both in U1tN aDd 1InUUI, with lite tll .... J) 
tIfiqold or th,. Arabia'V. the w.1.o of tht' RtJ'tIUUW, tbe &l.M~., o( the 
G,.~d.l. and the ,,, yal4l (I f Ihe HdJrtw .... 

en The custom luau to have been ulIi.nsal; for it hu boHn ob
Hnt d lUllon, tbe descendants of the ", .... ,rat f.u\iliH' the .4 ... 6. 
\he TIJ.\IIJr. awl tbe GoO.. Tbe Arab. as here related. The TIJl!tar. 

a. in RIUM. (St'c Okari." lib. ii i. p. 143. LoM. 1662.) The GoIA. 

Ga,_ or (;retltJ. as ltt learn {rum Ronter. It rrnail~. also. amoDg' 
tbe JIio_,... ; and is fuund t\'en amon~ tht' Gruttlo1Wlers, and iu 
AbyuilDa. .. The "Wumen routinue Ihf' ir lt eepiflg and lamentatioD. 
Their ., 'I aU iD ODt" tooe. as if .. 0 io\trument _ere to ptay a tre
mulou.& firth down.ard'!!, thro~h ioU tbe. aemilouu. Now aod tlteQ 

tbey pauu • little." Su (',.a1flz' , HUWrl "! Gr«ltla'Sll, 1.'01.1. P.9.39. 
LtMtI. 1767. See aho SIlJJ'~ rnsVlJJ.· alld PlJrJ 1. 0/ IJtl~~ Tr~u, 
p. ~l. 8w . .at. for aD .c.-ount of tbe aame eu.tom in RtUli4. 
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ceremonies practised in honour of the dead in CHAP. 
III. 

almost every country of the earth: they are the ' .... 
.ame that Homer describes at the death of 
Hector'; and they are frequently alluded to in 
the Sacred Scriptures·:-" CALL FOR THE MOURN-

ING WOMH~, THAT THEY MAY (OME; AND SEND FOR 

CUNNltror:G WOM F.:"o , THAT THEY MAY LOME: A:"D LET 

HIHM MAKE HA SfB, A'D TAKE L'P A WAILING FOil 

U'i, THAT QUit BYl:o;s MA Y RU~ J)lHV;.J WlTH 'fEARS, AND 
. ,. 

OVll EYELIDS Gl"_H QU 'I' WITH WATERS. 

As one writer of travels has copied anotiwr. 
the same exaggerated descriptions have been 
continually given of the luxurics of Egypt. during 
the inundation of the Nile. :fhat its gardens, 
from the novelty of the plants found in them, 
are sometimes pleasing to the eye of a EuropeaN, 
may be admitted; and it has been before ac
knowledged. that the plantations adorning the 
sidcs of thc canal may for a short time render a 
~tranger unmindful of the filth and wretchedness 

--------------------------
(3) _n~. r ,r, •• Ii"hu,. 
e~ "Atxur. '~TI ,r.,',".' ~. 

0; ph ~. ilC';"'" i,.., n ,.ru"X""" ,.", .... ". 
__ " JU",lallut' coUocAruut eautoru 

LuclCl5 principe'!. til Btblle catll'\eu, 
Hi q.uidem l .. m('nt .. halllur; iOluperqut'" r;emebaot muUeru'" 

H_mtTi IliedM, lib. u;iv. p . 425. Ed. SJ'(*rl. BGril.1606. 
(4) Ju.ix. 17,13. Se~ .. 11O 2 (...,... u:s'V.96. Jil4f"xi.S9,40. 

A1ItN •• J6. also Mar" Y. 38. 4ce. &te. 

L :r.acge-
: lted D&
b.:-nptious 
of the 
Country. 

I 
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of the CIty , But the boasted lakes. or rather 
mud·pools, into which the walers of tbe ri.er 
arC' r" l't'lrl'd, particularly (he fa mOil" E.,hequir 
RirAf f ' , "'!Iuld cerlainly be con.idered nuisances 
11\ any part of (he ci,'ilized world , The dam 
of the canal had been cut about three day", 
when we arri" ed: and e,·ery one was still 
telling of the rC'joicings and eer(,lllonies which 
that e,'cnt had occasioned, These have beell 
all so fullv described, that it would be useless 

• 
(0 renew the suhjeet. Some of our officers saw 
the pillar, or statuf , of mud, whieh i, raised 
e,'ery year between (he dyke of the canal and 
the Nile, railed Ancs, or TI" Bride' , and which 
is afterwards carried awav by (hc cUtrellt, · .. hen . . 
t~e water from (h e m"' .. is ,u!fered til fall into 
the canal. This cllrions ('ustom is salll to ha,'c 

(I ) It IS qUIte' amuSlur t o r ('atl ,OOH" ur the &('nIU l,l <. J'uhb, hC'cl of 

tb .. plan, &Iul tt> (,ODtl'1l~t th em _,tn the rcosl 1lI'r" aTlu)c{' , .. l(lin 

.. 'ut pbll ItgN'fdk 1'~ d~ ",.., 1m U rrtm. ttl, l-nltlUlti 11111/ ",,,,, fI~ 

r"";e ell .. If proJ/~ biunll rnnpu tf~au, d<l~lfu ,t"lfd,mJ In qual,.,: 

¢IIlru till )(".,1". I1n,u II f"T7,1/ta l," J)(.!irnpt . lIe: 1'1:!tJlpt< par 

McaJJd, tonI. I. r '16.1. I; In Ifay<. /.40. The lame authur ~I .e:ak, of 
tbe hOUin ",tU",.e"t,"K tbe ~Klc. or tlll~ lilke; whcr~a'l lJrlf'Jtl oilt enes, 

",At' u-u ,I.e Mwe. _re 1I111"'~ , the 111,"< 111.<.11 U:UIIld pl~(ul:," Trav. IU 

EIR'I . \'QI. I, p. IO!i . Lt.ftJ. HIOJ. Ju ral't , n .... t lun~ (,,1Ul br morc 

wtTtcbed thaD either tbe one or the other; the filthy pool called & 

Ics_; or tbe "-til, dncnbe.l by man, authors .. "alel!! U:M tkgGJIII 

.....u., •. 
(,) ~~ N,n.,""1 Tr ... rb ... oJ. I. p.69. Ediah.I'92. 
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given rise to the fabulous ~tory of the anoual 
sacrifice of a l'irgin to the NILE'. Niebuhr 

say •• however. that the pillar of earth serves as 
a 80rt of Nilometer. for the use of the common 
people'; and this i. probahly the only use for 
which it waR ever intended. We entered the 
canal. in our djerm. about noon. on the fifteenth 
of .August; and after nlaking the tuur of nearly 
the wholp city. by mean. of the canal. and a 

(3 ) See :\.t'buhr·.Tr .. v('I ~ . \'01. I. p.69 . Sce al,o n. Tou, vo1.lf. 

P '243 . Ltmd. 17"':) ~ rotl ~a)~. the anuent E gypiuJ1U called the 
.. cri6ee Arr"us«",. The New Brute. TIII~ name , hf' oh~r"es. is shll 

preser"Ycd 10 the IUOU hUnlllIUZt'd erremull}. .,flore" (DfCt. 11111. 

111M. VII. p. 1041 Pans, 1'; ;) 9) lhu\ . peak.s of the <; acnfke, as ba,in; 
reali, eltl.tl'd: .. UI f :gttpherr, "Joldtr', ,"".I1/fI1fO,"" 'life lnlr dka 

~"nrU c'ttnJ l'atllntr de ,~ di lH;ndNnt,d n'(T1,e)llnu au Nll : ICW'Ui 
'"uqv'I'rNartitHt , 116 Ittl ~af'J"fIWu:'ltt lI1/t ,fillr, Q'C'. Gt:lle £ar6are dn.o~ 

ttDft jVt ato1.,. tlUt!te1 If') JU(l1n"" AmtM$, park Callie Omar." Nt'i
ther lfll1l'Y'l' /, howe"er, nur nn) other author by _hom this drcurn 
stauce IS related, me-cllOIlS hi! authorlly for tbe (aet. AJ'ftUlH 

(G~gr. Ant:. I"". . 11. P -H I. PailS, n e9) alludes to tbe same cus

tom. The "bole' ~tory '1eems to be foouded uron a rns~ag. in tbe 
.,rtllnr of itlwrlaJ" au Arabultt. wb () pH a Icgeudar~ account of tbe 
If '''nulcrl (lr Etn/Pt," which is ncverthtleu, mention.d in tt'rms of 

c:ommendahoD hy G,6_ (Clutp. Ii. NrAe 128 . lIut. ar.-.) Tbit! work 

wu comro~ed ID the IJLb century, and was afknrard. tranllatfll by 
"oIm at Paru, 1666.-,t/ • .,tadr affirm, that theaunualaa('r,lice of. 
"ir,'D wal aholj~ht'd hy tht' Caliph o,_r. But human sacrifices were 
ne .. er tolerated by tbe antlent ElJyptitml. H~ rerroachcs tbe 
Gr«", "llh hal log f:'utertalDcd a contrary OplIllon (Etltcr~, c. 45. 
, . 106 • • ,. Gra.utI. L . Bat. 1115); aud h " I~ vrohablt' that 5ueb 
u,crificu "trl!' luffered to take l"ace at the tim .. or Oma.· ~ CODqUe.st. 
whtn the ('I".st.,., were in p?SselsioD of. EIJYPI. 

(4) NdtUu-, yol. J. p. 69. 

100 
CHAP. 

III. -, • 
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ChAP. series of dykes filled with the muddy water of 
, II~ . the river. we nt la,t enter~d the E .• be9uir Lake • • 

or Bi,/;.-( i/ E~I·'q"ie. at six o'dock P.M. Having 
crossed this piece of water, w~ landed, and 
went tll the house we had hired; observing 
every\Vher~ the ,nme wretched appearances of 
dirt and degradation. The inhahitants. rejoicing 
in the ~xpulsion of the FlPnrh. and enjoying 
the festivity of the season, wrre carall&iug by 
the side" of the numerous dHlllnc),; then filled 
with the muddy and stagnant water of the 
Kil, . Rome degree of danger. too, might be 
apprehended from the turbuknt mirth "fT,.rhisl. 
soi<jiers, who where firing- otf tllclr /oplw:kes in 
all d irectiolls~ otherwlsl' th(' si~ht of so many 
cheerful g-roupcs afi' .rdcd a more plea_;ug spcc
tacle, than either the buildings of the city, or 
its boasted callal. But how Eurn/,,·(tns, d~· 

scribing Cal ru , can call any thing mGf:nificelll, 
which is surpassed even hy the poorest parts of 
Venice, i. really surpnsing. Tu read some of 
the accounts which han' been published of this 
city '. one might helieve that they wer~ derived 

____ ~. _ _ _ _ u __ 

(I ) .. Cen.: GIlA""& £T tLLVlTa1E '"I"LB," lay.I'QrulftJ, (p. llf. 

N#w,wllt 1UJ.tww~.,. rOWflK' III E~t. PtnV,I671.) .. ELl .• bT 

51'f'I;££ DAJII. U"I'E 1'1.4'1"" LA ru .• I)&L1CIELI'. DO "'OHM ... (IIV. 
pliO } 
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from the pompous descriptions of Arahian CHAP. 

writers; who, having never seen any thing finer \ u:. 
than Cairo, speak of it a, the" If/onder of the 

world," the "Ddight tif the imaginalinn," "the 
Great among the great," the HO!1f City ' , III fact, 
it may be said of C-airo, as of Egypt in general, 
that it has always been the subject of amplifica-
tion, frum the carlipst ppriods of its history'. 

"Ve often visited the book-market, 'md observed Book 

nothing more remarkable than the llumher of M.,kol 

beautiful manuscripts constantly offered for 
sale', ". e purchased many of thesc manuscripts. 
Writings of any cPlebrity bear very high prices, 
especially famous works in 'History, Astronomy, 
Geography. and Xatural History, The lIfama-

lube. arc morF fond of reading than the Turk;; 

and SOllie of their libraries, in Cairo, contained 
volumcs valued at immense prices. The French 

(~) ~~e IktlOft', Tray, "01. I. p. 10.1. LAM. 1803. 

(~) " I never lIaw a plaee I liked W')rlf', nor lthil"b atrorded In. 
pleuure or imlnlroou, than U,;N; nor antiquitu!1 wbich lell &II • 

.... el't'd their Je~(,f'ipt"HI~." Brvc,'$ Trn.l'l!ls, t'Ol. I. p. 33. EtIi,,6. 

Jl!.lO. 

(4) A ratal"/llu. puhhdled in the- Aj1fJtf'MfX to the Fint Su·titm of 

this p"rl of our Tr"vd~ , .. ill ~er'e l,' render the great ,ariet,. of 
W01'k.. in OnmtalliteratuN', whi('h are Upt.lt1 daily sale in the cities of 

tbe EMt, mote k,.o«n than it hu hitherto been. See Vol. Ill. Ap~ 
pen""." No. III. Oct:.a'o edition. 
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CH.tP. bad been 80 often guilty of phmder, that the 
III . 

............. ' booksellers, and other tradesmen, bad for <orne 
timc concealed tbeir most valuabl(~ property. 
The best manuscripts were, thercfore, only 
beginning to be exposed for RaIE. During our 
inquiry after a complete copy of the .. Arahian 
/'i'igh/S," a bookseller said he knew where to find 
a copy of this work; but that its owner had 
carefully concealed it, through fear of the Prr·nch . 
The title of thi, compilation, in Ani/·ie, is pro
nounced, by the dealers ill Cair". A!r Leela (J 

Lila. To our great satisfaction, this manuscript. 
or r!lthor collection of maouscripts, was brought 
to us, in four quarto casl'~. ('ontainin~ One 
hundred and <c,·cllty-two Talc., separnteci into 
qne thou.<and a"d o"e portions, for recital during 
the same number of Nigllt.,. Eam case con
tained about fifty number., sewed up like so 
many loose manuscript sermons. The whole 
was fairly wntten; and the price set upon it 
amounted only to the moderate sum of one 
hundred piastres, (about sevro pounds Eng/uk,) 
according to the state of exchange at that time. 
We bought it; and its lamentable fate has 
been before related '. Thie may be the more 

(I) ... p",r.c. to V.I. "I. p . .... _ (0). 0.- ....... 
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regretted. because many of the tales' related to CHAP. 
Ill. 

Syrian and to Egyptian customs and traditions, \ • 
and have not been found in any other copy of 
the same work. 

A few cursory observations may now be in
troduced, as they were made, and as the author 
finds them occurring in IllS journal. Who would 
have believed that antient Roman cuins were ,o\lltient 

'11' . I' . f hId? .I/'""/.;n ~tl III CJrcu atIon 1n any part 0 t e wor . yet cir('ulation. 

thi. i. strictly true. \Ve noticed Roman copper 
medals in Cairo given in exchange in the markets 
among the coins of tbe country, and valucd at 
something less tban our halfpenny. What is 
more remarkable. we obtained some of the large 
bron·l.e 17wdals of the Pto/emies, circulating at 
higher value, but in the same manner. The 
manufacture of silk and cotton handkerchiefs 
had becll taught to the inhabitants by the French. 
~uch handkerchiefs were then selling for se\'en 
Rhillings English each; and it was in buying these 
that we first noticed the circulation of tlIe antient 
among the modern money of Egypt. The .Arabs, Cu"nm of 

who generally sIng during labour. use au antient ~:ep;:~':; 
Hebrew invocation of the Deity while they are 'B';"~,. 

-_ .. .. _ . . _ .... _---------
(~J See the Lilt rh"CII iu Nu . IV. of the AflPeNdix '-0 Vol. Ill. of 

thue Travels. 

'·OL. ,'. ' 
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I'II.'P. pa .. illg, in their boats, beneath a bridge; calling-
Ill. 

~ .... _-' out F.loi.' Rim! (pronounced E!.OHF.!) in a plain-
'\1',"'<1'0 

311 ( ,' "I' 

" "''11, 11 in 
(,' S(l, ... ·t~. 

I. ,or' tutlt'S 
l'r " 11.1' d 
t,~ d,,· 
Tw.r (, 

tive tOile of incantation'. The females of CairQ 
arc often seen, in the public streets, riding upon 
asses and upon mules: they sit in the mascu-
line attitude, like the women of Naples and 
other parts of llaZ¥. Their dress consists of a 
hood, and cloak, extending to tne feet, with a 
stripe of white calico ill front, concealing the 
face and breast, but having two small holes for 
the eyes. In this dIsguise, if any man were to 
meet his own wife, or his sister, he would not 
he able to recognise her, unless she were to 

"peak to him; ane} this is seldom done, bt-cause 
the :;uspicious ll'[oslems, observing such an inter
course, might suppose an intrig-ue to be going 
on; in which case they would put one, if not 
both of them. to death. The TIlr"s had com
mitted great enormities in Cairo, from the orst 
moment of their arrival, after the capture of the 
city. If they found an unfortunate female, of 
whatsoever rank, who had admitted the em
braces of a Frt!1Ichman, or of any other Christian, 
they put her to death, without the smallest 

--.--- _ ._------
( I ) ~'C Gnc~n" .. u:iii. '10.; .110 MGrA .. v, 3 •. who use' the ,fiyro< 

( 'Imldo,,'" (halert (J( the lle6rrttr, u it w .. iQ ute ia the time or our 

,".0111011(; Eki. for Elf. 
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compunction. A young man who lived in the LIlAI' . 

same house with us, W8S wounded by a musket- ,-J~I.,..I.-, 
hall on the day of our arrival. He had 
been looking from the terrace at some Turks 
below, when one of them fired off his piece, and 
8hot him. The only excuse made was, that 
they mistook him fnr a Frenchman. In like 
mallller they strangled a Christian in one of the 
publie baths; offering the same apology for the 
ad they had committed. Notwithstanding the 
l'ircumstance of the city'. being at that time 
g-arrisoned hy our troop', it was not safe to 
venture alone into the streets, We were riding 
one day with a priest of the. Propaganda mo
nastery . being mounted upon asses; when 
suddenly a party of Bostanghies, belonging to a 
Turk of distinction, and running before his horse, 
ord('red us to descend until the grandee had 
passed. This we positively refused to do; 
upon which, not daring to meddle with us, they 
vented all their rage upon tbe poor priest, whom 
they dragged from his ass, and chastised with 
their white wands in our presence. Complaint 
was accordingly made to the officers of the 
garrison, and to the J7izir; and a promise was 
obtained from the Turle" of l><'tter behaviour in 
future; upon which, however, little reliance 
could be pla(:ed. The English had a very small 

I '2 
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CHAP. force, at this time, in Cairo; and It was deemed 
l~_, prudmt not to exnsperate a fanatical mob, by 

allY "iolntiol1 of their pride or thcir prejudices, 
whm it could be avoided. The evmts that 
took place afterwards, in Egypt, fully justified 
this precaution. Newrthelc", orders had beerl 
issued, that no Englishman should bc compelled 
to descend and humble hims~lf before a Moslem, 

which caused us to offer the resistance we had 
made. 

Soon after this Ildvmture. descending from 
our house to a part of the canal whPrc our 
djerm wa~ stati~ul'd, intending- to make an 
ex< ursioll UpOIl thc watcr. we found th., vessel 
'completel)' filled by a party of dastardly Turks; 
who had expelled the worthy Reis, to whom the 
boat belonged, together with his crew, and 
had taken full possession of her, for their own 
use. These gra\'e personages were seated, 
quite at their ease, with their tobacco-pipc~ 

kindled; and were mO"ing off in great state, as 
we arrived. There was not much time to be 
lost in any idle parley; so we all leaped, from 
the side of the canal, into the midst of the self
constituted divdn, who~e members instantly sur
rendered, with great seeming humility, and, 
being landed, scampered off with more speed 



GRAND CAIRO. 117 
and less composure than usually characterizes CHAP. 

, h ' d Th h III, Turks m t elr "portment. e matter, ow- \ , 
ever, did not end here. Watching tbe oppor
tunity when our good Reis was 'agam left alone 
to the guardianRhip of his djerm., they bound 
him hand and foot. and carried him to a house 
in the neighbourhood, where they bastinadoed 
him most unmcrcifully, by way of wreaking 
thcir \'cnv('anee upon us. for the indignity they 
had cxpcrieneed; nor could we e~ er hring the 
offenders to justice. or obtain. for the person 
they had thus injured. the slightest redres •. 
Such was the statc of affairs in Grand Catro . at 
the lime the ""p;!i ,," were in possession of. the 

• 
city, It may be easily imagined, therefore, what 
the situation of its Christian inhabitants mu~t 
be. when all things are left to the discretion of 
its Mohammedan masters. 

The extortions practised upon the inhahitants E"","on. 

exceed all credihility. The French, at one time, 
levied a contribution of ten millions of piastres; 

and of this sum a single merchant paid fifty 
thousand dollars. The same person, upon the 
subsequent arri,'ai of the Grand Vizir with his 
army, was compelled to pay the enomlOUS sum 
of three hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 
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NcithN BU()lIopar/(' nor Kld'er (,i,ucssNl th,' 
peop'" of Cairo. by their extorticHS, ,0 much 
a, did J/t'7/O/l; who, in the latter part of IUM 

• 
tyrannical government, omitted no measures 
whereby he might plunder the inhabitants of 
their property. Nothing was too mean for his 
avarice: nothing vast cnoug'h t~)r his rapacity. 
In addition to all the privations and horror, the 
citizens had cndured, the pla~lIe spH'ad it~ 

ravages to every corner of the city, and thirty
two thousand pt.'r!4ons, in on(' year, bpcame it:'; 

victims. A disorder, not less filtal than the 
plague, (the dysentery,) begins to prevail when 
the 1,lag'lle retires:, hut this principally at:a('ks 
strang-ers. CololleJ Stewart's regiment. quarkred 
at 1>7"0, near the Pyram id." was reducc,1 by 
this cum plaint, In onc month, from thr~(~ 

hUfldred IIll'lI to seventy. The Colonel Wh.' 

lodg,·d in the palace of Murad Bey. Of this ('di 
fic~ it is difficult to !;ivc an idea by dcscriptiun: 
it c')nlained barracks capahle of quartering sixty 
thousand men, including ~ very great proportion 
of cavalry; together with a cannon-foundry, 
and every thing necessary for the immense 
sy~tem of warfare carried on by th"t prince, 
who rivalled in wealth and power the antient 
,overeigns of Eg!Jpt. 
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Upon the nineteenth of August, our friend 
Mr. Hammer breakfasted with us, and brought , 

119 

with him a valuable Arabic manuscript, pre- 1,""-""" 
(I a, UrI -

sented to him by the Consul Roselli, of very 0", ",,'"" 
,nilll . 

diminutive size, but most exquisitely written. 
The translation of it, by Mr. Hammer, has since 
been published in England; and this work, 
although hitherto little regarded by the public, 
l\Ierits particular not,ce. It professes to explain 
the hieroglyphics. and many antient alphabets; 
giving, moreover, an account of tht Eg!Jptian 

priesL.f, their classes, initiation, and sacrifices I. 
It illustrates the origin of placing embalmed 
bird. in the catacombs of Saccara; a circ)lm
.tance that will be again alluded to, in describing 
those subterraneous repositories. 

We then Bet out for the Ciradel. After the Chad,l: 

numerous accounts published of thi. pl~ce, it 

( 1) Porthill puhlkatiuD. lb. world i, iod«bted to the muoi&eent 
J'&lrOllqe (.f E .. rl SpePfcer and of Sir ,101"" BaHls. at \\ hose etpell~eJ 
"riDt'lpally. the unJertakin, took place; "Iso to tbe literar), care of 
1)1'. C. W~i1u. Llhrariau Lo the Etul-J'IIM4 Company. (&~ lhe ae
l'CIMJIi KUOf:1I D/ tl lit ,'" N.",I Clt~". 1'01. XXII. p . J92,) The title 

i •• , roll"wl'o ' •• tlnlln., Alplrrrkil (I'ftl H.n'(lg~"plw: C/uJTtut"' ~zp41Uud; 

,,,,,It "" Ar:c"~nt of 0" E'l,f'l14U Prirdt. '''~'' Otustl, lltitinJime, mwI 
.'iru:r!!i« •• U. 1M Arnbv Lm'/lunge • ., Alnu,D BI~ Aaul£lUI. BU\I 

W ,\ UMII' ,,"ri,t! ~1I~/Lfh. by JOo;P.l'H II A \1)\ l.". SN:Ntllnl t.l1" lrllp«ifA' 

" ".'nall ) I~SQtw" .., (;nuI(lHttMple, vmt'/o,. , X'lYJII, Pall-llljU, 
18u6," 
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CHAP. were useless to write a partie·ul. r description 
.... 1..,1 ... 1.-', of it '. The most interesting parIs of it to all 

Enp:liJh traveller, as connected with lh~ history 
of the architecture of his country, arc the 
"plendid remains of buildings erected by the 
antient Caliphs of Egypt, particularly the edifice 
vul~rly called" Joseph's Palace," built by Sultan 
Salah eel dill, or Saladine, whose name was 

J" ' lnh~ 1 
Ardu-

Jose/}It ' . Here we beheld those pointed arches 
which. although constructed soon after the 
middle of the twelfth century. hy a fanahc 
.Mosle·m'. (now ranked among the JfohGmm,dan 
Saints. for his rigid adherence to all the pre
Judi~eg of / ,Iam', \ certain English antiquaries 

t I) .. "I" ft . and li te r" tilt' t rI p of th l" mootlU mf' , ~alnlit lh" ji.ollth 

tnd of tM ("Itlr , ~ t '\ D(t" tin: f . , tlC' , 'nurl' till.' ' tatll!l~' mall'lon ,,( tlJI~ 

Mamalu ck Sultan, . anJ ,iNo!tOYf!U I,} "'C' l ~ mu ~ ) a"ctuut,\ until by " noe 

"J.y oDr1y. and that hC'wut Ollt fir tlie f<K I..f', .... hl( h f"lII:; l"l ~ur t' l) 

•. th ea~ l e: d tp" . and . par 1UUl lh "tanc«. ( thou,;l, of n ~r(' llt hf'ir:ht ) 

ma~ be on h " ",~had .. t' "".thollt II,l1icuhu! m(luut~. I " S/IMV" THJ.I 'tU, 

p. J t'l. [AM 1617 Th" rt' ".I~r may be r r rerr,," to U 'rd PRlau",'" 
Tr._d. ror tbl! t>t"~ t acrount of t hc pl al'eo • aod. tlhot't' all, for the at' 
(u rat ~ and hf'allt . (u l 'H"'W~ or thl' huddlUl"I In .t, ..... Iuch lilt wrd-b.p 

r ubhlbed, aftf'f Mr S rlll'" de"(n~ m"dt' UPOD tbe 'flo t . ,~ twl III. 
p IH.lfC' £-4 IIj ,H, $NtllIDN~6dr.fJO',I ' l' . 5 :) , EdlA,119'2. 

( Z} J\,~hlt:,.. Ibl!l . 

(1) .. In a (.natlC' -«e, hUJlltlf a (auaLIt.. ... CiN.o_, .VIi, Xl. " . J 19. 
l...mwI. 180';' . 

( ' "All I pro aJ) f' IOf'nC't ,.. .. tM oivt'ct of h" UU"OD." /bu!. 
1'. 11 ;), 
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would fancifully attribute to the 
Rnglish workmen ~ 

121 
labours of CHAP. 

111. 

To add to the int~rest excited by the examina
tion of Sultan Saladine's magnificent palace, Mr. 

- - ------ ----------
( ;, ) "i{' l' ,'J,htrr UII Ihl' El'ci<s. Archuut. of EII~ lttnJ . l"Oot that, by 

11u~ reuwI'al of Illi ~ ~ulitat;' objection t o til(' Engli.!/. nrigin of the 

,/(It1d" atdl, any ,o:;atl"ractury condus;,m cuuld he drawo, as to th~ 

walll of Its (''( I~ t''II ( '(' e1"l'" here in the E(UI Til., kiuti (,f arch, ac· 

l'urlting to it'l ICry ht" t propfJrtionl, a~ defioed 1,:; the nill'o('atH for 

IU Eng/ula urhpn, (~c ,tIu,,". a; ahove. p. 104, Noh' -.: a nll 6'1 it 

lot-rume ra ~hiouahle III EnSUJnd between lup end of thE' 'lirrUt lltl, and 

th(' Jailer p ll rt of til t' fift~'Il/A ('cntur'y. is B pl'c uliar ('h3ra('tNi~ tic of 

th!' arrhm'(' lure of tbe S rfr(lr:m.J in F.~.IIPt , in all their oldest build

,u:;~ . I S~ the ,f~$lgfU <>/ LIII.~1 Ma.lI( r, (u p ub'uhea by SlY R.'1Uh~.) 

It m oreo\('r 1'\I ~ t~ In <'UIIli' of ttl(' ' f>rukhrei in (PI"" Egypt, and 

arnuD,t; til<- ruin . (If Tala/fir edi6ce~ . in tllf' rt'tn"te di strict of /Jladslu:Jt'!l, 

i~l .. el'n the hlPlla ami RII,'nlla rnt';'"r, . Su Pallal', Trawu u. lhe . ' . 
.'00110. '!f RI4.,rm. vol , I. Plain xii, on.! l. i li . anti V'7m'IU G. Su uw 

tit" rl"IJInuU 't f tl., fflntt: st.y/~ 0/ n,duJ.rlllre, Frrr~".('" til'S f'Oyt/Kn, 

PI, n. p . '" W. Bf'I'"e. I ;.')'2. In lhe "lo."af(~' tie C4artlitl," t_e 

t r olJlf:1I«:. are &(',('r.,l ' it"'" of the interior of drlferent P6''l'fra'' pal •• s, 
uf .· :tra\· an~cr:\i,. h n ,l;<'<. . &c. Eal'h of t h('~e plates alford~ ~pecimt:Qr 

o{ the ponved flrch, There ill a remarkable ('urH' in all these .«~, 

,\~ a\)(llIt t .... ll-tllIr '! , of the di~tan('e from thl' s~ring of the ;,.rch to ib 

~ lI mmit. (11<, ,'urvlturr b{'('ome5 ('on,'t'x to the intf'rior of the .reh. 

Till· nme r('mark I~ applicable to lome poi1tIni t1rl'la.u in tbe elevatioD 
and M'ctiol1 or • ~ertlJdlral monument at ~/DUklf KIlIII. on the river 

PtlldA,"lttr, at the ('Hlt uf ulIu'Gnu, a. ~I\CD in Pall(u', Tnn'Cu, Plate 

xi,. , nil ("uriou~ t'1rCum~taDt'e or tbe con,.e); cur\ature, bet'llll'eezr, tbe 

'priu, of the arch anti its vertex, il not, however, peculiar to the 
poittled ard in thl' Eftsl ' it it found in hu i ldill~i; N ed-ed in the be

j\:inoing of the .fift"",Ja ('entury in E .. g-Ing. An IQstaoce occurs in 
,be arcb.t nicfRoI, fur tIM teeeptioD o( i,u.aces •• bove the altar l.r aD 

old cburch of the Ikiy Trinity, DOtl' the Rectory cbuf"l"h, at Harlltm iD 
t..tultfwwl,uJurt. 

• 
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CH.'I'. Hammer had the satisfaction to discover, among 
, 1:1. many Arabic inscriptions yet remaining in the 

l
la .. ,..ting great hall of the building, one in excellent 
nKnpClon. 

preservation, and in large characters, which he 

-'(>l W'lI.

Pailltiug. 

copied, with this legend; 

SALAHEnOIN', DESTHOYF.H OF l~FjnELS ASU 

U[ATHEXS: 

so that the origin of the building and its date, 
which before r~sted. in great measure. on tra
dition. i. thereby established. Had it not been 
for these inscriptions, it might have becn consi
dered as of higher antiquity than the age of 
Saladin,; for. in many respects, it resembles 
editices erected in the al(c of Justinian; and 
particularly in the profusion of Mo.nic J>aintin~. 

whereby Its statdy ceilings and walls arc 
ornamented. We collc'ctcd 'pecimens of th: • 
. Vo,aic. The F"f1ICh, who made u\e of the 
building as all hospital. han torn it down, in 
many places, during thcir residence here. and 
scattered it amoni( th" rubbish. It corre
sponded. in a r('markable manner. both by the 
nature of its composition, and by the style of 
the workmanship. with the !tlosai< ornaments of 
SI. Sophia at ('",nllantinopt.; containing tbe same 
~il(kd and coloured pilla, imbedded in fine mor
tar. as white as snow. The principal remains 
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uf Mosaic painting were in a room opposite to 
the great hall; and the objects so represented, 
were castles, houses, trees, gardens, fruit, 
flowers. and animals. Among the different 
sub.lanccs used lor this kiud of work, we ob
s~r'Ycd piec~s of the shell called lIfotlter 'If Pearl: 

this may be considered, perhaps, peculiar to 
the .uowic uf the ago.' of Saladine; as it does not 
~ppcar among- the tesserated pavements of the 
Anticllb , lIur in the Jt.losaic of St. Sophia. The 
materials uf antient AloBaic generally r,onsisted 
"I' small pieces of variously coloured glass: 

although. in some parts of St. Sopltia, the «$Sera' 

are of marble of diJferent hue.. The cutious 
art of painting in A/o""ic existed in a very 
remote periud. Se\'eral writers maintain that 

• 
it was derived originally from Persia '; in proof 
of this, they cite the first chapter of the book 
of E.,lher, where it is said of the pala('e of 
AhllsIlerus', that "the beds were of gold and 
siver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and 
"l)lte. and black marble," Plin,,!, however, 
attributes the invention to the Greeks '. Workll 

( 1 ' ~t!eWUl.dlfta,. ... lIi~t.d('I'A.rt,lom II . 1'. 1 .... 7. PI"',.~,AD '1 dc 

I. 'R(rltlhiil,Uf' . 

(':l) C. I. \'.6. 
('" .. r.viment. lI";liuf'm .)'Iud G .... Wf. hahent .l.horatl artf!, 

p\ct'lrl" Nltiofl~, doMC lithoctrot. f'lpul~rf' um." PUn. Hul. l\·"I. 
li6. HI.· .. r.1:». L. Rflt . '~ l :, . 
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ill Ittosait' were by the Greeks appropriated to 
the pavement of their temples and dwellings . 
Many of the floors ill the hou"~s at Pompeii 
have this kind of ('overing. It was in a later 
age that the .ame sort of omament was used 
for the facing of wall., and fo · coating the 
interior of domes and vaulted huildings '. In 
process of time. tables were thus constructed, 
which, being fixed in marble frames, might be 
moved without loosening the tessem', Cele
brated pictures in ll[osaic. the work of Grecian 

artists. existed among the Roman.. '. This ad
mirahle invention. capablc of gi"ing peruetuity 
to w.:lrks ill painti~g. has survi\'ed the downfall 
of letters; but it has never been practised 
b~yond the Alps: it still exists ill Italy. where 
it bas been carried to a degree of perfectioll 
unknown in any former age, Th .. fine,t works 
of Raphael, and of other great masters. have 

(I) U Pul", Ilelode n bumo p.'imt'ou;· in ramerL<; trarul~n', ~ 

"11to . QOl'ihum el hoc 1lI¥t'otum," (IW.J .. EIl~Ultt! rile. lern a 
rt''I'ltir In voQtrs des bltllDeD! ." Wnt.Miwta"n, lIut. dt! r Arl, ub, 

qpTG, p. I al!. 
(2) Wlloeil tbe celebraull ...-crk of 80nu of rn-gtJ17flI~. mentioDeol 

by P'-Y, (lIfJ.Xl1Vi. c. 'l!i.) or The iJot'e drlDkl!lg out of • Vue ot 
Water, roulJd in ;/d,.wJI,', VIII. at TrvoI" and lately pre~en~d iQ the 

l.aplwl at 1lIHIIu . tlJe ~Iebrated "orb of DlD6CWwtl of SnllUJl, foulul 

112 H~~: aDd the famous Voutw o( P.teRrt1t4. Sn H'uaM/ . 
""411~.lU>.IV. c.8 .• "tj. tJw/&IJ."i. c.7. uct.18,4'c. 
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bp,en thus copied; and these copies may defy CHAP. 

the attach to which the originals were liable" ':'. / 
while they preserve all their perfections. Mi-
niature painting of the most exquisite colouring 
has also been executed in the same manner; the 
artist using vitrified tessera' of different hues, 
instead of liquid colours. The gilded lessera' 

which we procure,l from the Mosaic of Saladine's 
'palace, resembles, in size and appearance, those 
of the Mosaics which invest the domeR of 
buildings in Rome, RaulIna, Milan, Fenice, and 
Constantinople; all of these were the works of 
Grecian artists, as the inscriptions yet remaining 
imply. Each tpssera is a c\lbe of glass, of the 
size of our common playing dice, traversed by 
thin film of gold . in such a manner that the g9ld 
leaf docs not lie coating the exterior surface, 
but appears through a vitrified superficies. 

One of the marvels of Egypt, in former times, $",'1'" 
.. Well 

was the fountam belongmg to the Citadel, called 
"Joseph's !Yell;" but since the country has been 
accessible to enlightened travellers, it is no 
longer considered as any thing extraordinary' 

(3) It i. Dot, in rnrt. the ollly work lor the kind io the oei,bbour. 
bood or (Ain. .'I.t t:unlul MGIlk, found five otber Weill, of lite same 
nature, iQ the ruinl o( old Cain. "J'e ai d&:ouvert c:iDII A-~u.pr~s 

lemblahle .. 
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A regular descent, by, tel's, has been cut to it, 
tbrough the soft calcareous rock on which the 
Cilr:d,,' stand" to the depth of two hundred and 
se\'ellty-"ix teet. The mouth of the well is 
twenty-four feet in length, and eig'hteen in 
breadth', As an example of hUlllan labour, 
Aiel-u/tr considers it to b<> not at all comparable 
to tht· works of the antient Indians, who have ClIt 
whole pagoda.< in thc very hardest rocks', \'ct 
it must be confcssed that fcw similar design. 
haye eycr becn attempted; alld if the skill 
which has been ~h~wn in conducting the 
excavation be taken into ('onsidC'ratiOl., the 
pcrt4fatioll" for admitting light all the way 
down, and the g-E-'ocrai perfection of the \',ork 
;t~clt', it may be compared rather to the labours 
of the amicnt Eg!lplians. lhan to allY modern 
undertak ing. 

Olher parIs of this Gilad,·' aftc.rd reasou to 
helieve thaI an c,tahlishlllcnt was made here 

-----.- ... . _-----
k'Dlblablu. daD. lei ruio" du ~le\lJ. i';ro, au r1t'd de. montqnu \'e r~ 
le.qultlle$ I. ville ~·"Ie,.oit dcpull Ie. bord. do Nil} par un ("pioN fI'e»
"run trull-quart. de h~ui:·. III IiOnt de OIl-me ('re.1.t"'t':t dan. Ie roc". ~t 

,rUDe prdfJudeur itglloant,." nbc'Y'/. d~ I' ElypI~. 10m I. r. ~69. 
<I ill 1fU7~. Ii'"'. 

'I, N.,dnt·, Trawe.l., vol. I. p. G:. 1 ... 11. 1,:'7 . 

~ ! J .\'"huh,.', Travel" ""I. I . r :'9. £daab. Ii!.!'!. 
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long before the time of the Saracen Caliphs. 
Not to insist upon the appearance of hieroglyphic 
inscriptions mentioned by Paul Lucas' , and 
which perhaps belonged to the remains of 
edifices brought hither as building materials; 
yet, from the size of some of the stones upon 
which a modern superstructure has been raised, 
as well as from the conformity of its general 
appearance, as an Acroj' o/zs, to the plans of the 
most antlent cities, it may be inferred that a 
citadel existed here before any Saracen settle
ment had taken place in this part of Egypt. 

The subiect sp.ems to merit more attention 
than it has yet received. AMol Caliph, in his 
History of Egypt', ascribes both the Well aQd 
the (ALltiC to Saladine'; but Shaw, who mentions 
this circumstance, says, It was the restoration 
of the Citadel. rather than its construction, which 
should be ascribed to SALADI"". Savary , 
upon the authority of an Arabian writer, main
tains that the origin of the city and castle of 
Cairo must be ascribed to the- Sarac .. " ,, ' . Yet, 

-_._ -- - - ---------
(~) " J'arper\-ru mfme, .ur quelques-uDs de eel pierres. p~"f 

NWaetn-a ltiboglW~ qUI .out de J. FttRliere aotiquitlo. ,. JOyD(f' 

du PaMI LWDI. tn.. II. ,,_ 126. "-.st. 17 . ... 
(") P.85. S.e S ...... ·, 1'ruds, t'o1.lI. p.i65. Lmtd.I;.''t j . 
(:. ,~o.&.b J.qla £6. J.6, u written by Sluru:. 
(6) lAUrel aur ".,,,,,., tom I. p.84. Pans, 17 fl,{i. 
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('H A P. notwithstanding Sat.a'!}·. Oriental researcheR. 
• Il~ • the Citadel of Cairo may stand upon the spot 

... -
(lnce (,('cup,('d by the Acropolis of the Egyptian 
Bah/lvlI: this opinion. maintained by Sf/aw in 
oppositioll to Pocock,', who assig-I 'ed a diftcrent 
po,ition lor the Bal:ljlolliall lortres<', is further 
('onnrmed by the .tyle of the work used iu the 
stru('tur('; by the skill manilcsted in hewin,!! 
the rock upon which it stands, for the way H/' 
to it; for the well; and for uther pnrposes. 
P"rode affirmed that the hill itself seemed to 
have beeu separated, by art', from the eastern 
extremity of Mount ,'lakmam; and this name, 
accO"rding to Shaw;, signifies .. a mountain )leu'n. 

nr cui through." Such immense labour is more' 
eharacteristic of an //.,syrian colouy, than of the 
Aral:ians, in any period of their history: and 
that such a settlement wa" actually made man~' 
ages before the conquest of Egypt by the Aral· ... 
is clear from the evidence of Diodorus 8itu/w', 

of 817abo', and of Josephus'. But long before 

(I ) 0"" Cairo J;~all to have 6Ut'reeded to tbe t,o"'l1 and lortreu of Ba.,,.. which J imqine to b."e been on Mount Jeluui, .t tbe IOlIth 
eod or Old lAfn •. " PfiCflCk's LJe,cripllJ(lfl. "/ 1M EtUt, wi. 1. 1'. '1: •. 

f.."tMJ. 17"3. 
(2) Jb.d. p,'1I. 
(1) ,S'h4.', Tu"eu .... nqwa, 
(4' Dtod. Sic. lib, I. p. a~, H,.,.,. 1604. 
(:;) Str ..... CeO(. Jib. uti. p. 1143. Ed. O,nm. 1807. 
(6) J~tf'/uu de Antiq. JrJ. lib. ii. c.15. C ..... J6bl. 
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the foundation, even of the Er,yptian Bavy/on, an 
estahlishment had taken place !Ipon the same 

"pot. The situatiol1 of the Ci/{Uid of GIITO 

currcslxlOds with the locality of a city almost 
as old as .Melfl/)}';s. The district iu which it 
stan!\s was the Land of Go . .!" n, or Rames .. of 
Scripture, assigned by Joseph unto his father 
and his brethren, that they might be near to 
the scat of the Epll)/iall kings'. TllCir first 
scttlC'Jllcnt was in the same territory, at OS'II, 
the BETIISIIF.MF.SII of the Prophet J<remiah', 
hoth of which names arr rendered, in the Sep
tuagint,Ih:LloPoLls"'; but in thrir departure, 
according to Jospphll", thry passed hy the r'lins 
of a city ('aUrd Lptopolis , upon the site of 
which Caml,!!.,es afterwards erected the Egyptian 
Billy/on". 

(7 ) .. Af)(1 thou <halt he lutlr !llltg 'fir. t b~u a:,,1 thy (-}, ildrt'D' 

en,. "h". 10. 

(tf \ .'~p"lU II , " the wurth I, ·UAIOTnO\F.1. .'I"fll/ . lib II ((If'. 4. 

(9) Jium. ,Iiil. 1.1 

( 101 · ,U, •• ';"". l'l. 

( II) So j'allC\1 frnm "If-:-';;;' l.flltntrr DM. It h J. ; 1)('('0 clw(uuolled 
witll l.ntupMlf ' ~t" til(' ',u·~ to til(' f).r/,,,J (' II,tiun of ""(reN, \oJ. II. 

p. 1143, Mr;:-I,t 11.11 tbe aon,tal ... atrrlict· Qf a rVSm 10 lil(' Ni/~. wbj('h 

Ji ,aill I,y ~nllW nuth!lr<i ttl hale IW'i'llep.eJ IIl!re, at the \~rivd of ita 
inuudatiun, bal(' ~,me rt'rerell C'e lu the m)'hological b~tllr)' or the 
f'('I'St'!'utiOQ of 1",'lttnUI J,~' the Stqlent I'gtlKnc f 

(12) J_pA.Aatl'l,. !.b.il. CI1P' 15. (fioL 

YOLo V. K 
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Amoll~t all the sights which thi. cxtraordi

llar~' coulltry presents to the eyes of an 
F.Plro/Ji fiJI traveller, thCfl~ j~ nothing" more noyel 
than the view of ohjeets beheld from the Ciwdel'. 
A very consid,' rablc di"trict, whether the 
spC'C'tatnr f{'g-anl the E m t or the "'oulh. i~ dis
til\l!ui~h('d by Olll' unifurm huff culour. T l) ,,"ards 

the K urt/,. thi" colour is "!,po",d by the most, 
"jn'd g-n'cn that imag-ination ('an (;, mCCIV'C;' 
covcnnr: all the Del/fl. l'pon the rr; .,/ arc 
seen the P.1Jramids. rdh.·(,ting the sun 's heams, 
and as white as snow. [n nrder tlmt the reader 
may comprehend tll(.' ('xact :-;itnatioH or atl that 
j:-; seen from hcnc~' . this Chaph'r may ('onclude 
b,' a detail "!"th,, fdati",'!'osition "ftll(' ditferent 
ohjC'cts. as the\' were oi>scfv('d by a mariner's. 

II ) After the: autlll ,t' ,. fCitltli t o Enj:lmul, he uft~D ~b t! \· t;'ourTd t ,1 

wr .. c-t the atteutiull lOr wme Ponurcu." pa.lnter 0( I~ to tlli~ euri

d\I 'E". t ; hl'iu~ ("un' illl,(,.t that a nll"t" l.urpriuDr ~ulljl'd (IIr that kind 

"r p 'l lFJI , n~ (.",IJ (Jot he tvuud III allY nth!"r part IIf the '''Irld. Some 

~ r~r, art"n, an". II \'("" "f (" " f), 1' :\11111' 0 h) Mr . /lorlc«, after tlc
\1":1) . I.~ )1, . .... (I /t . 'II ol ' t"t.h il.itr ,\ iu / "I"U'" I-j"/ds Thf' I:"ffl·("t,· h,,~

to, :: r I "'a~ d,' rl" (" ,I. Thl' ut) ,·, t ~ n I'rl" ' I'I1II"'\, 1111.1 t>'fl'rially the 

"lrg"u,ls. wC'rt" t",) ,lillti nulire . tl,t' rrmarkahle ('llIIlr;"t 01 ('ulour, 
a oJ tlll" rt""uliar hll'" di~pJlI}t"d hy tbt' orj~iQal '("('Of', nert' U(lt JlU·· 

Iou"("d ; IUld the ~t'De"'ll· •• t of tbf' IU'f'tlny h.rt t ... " ntllf' l! tlJI~ nit of an 
E.rtl~" IIl'Hbral'f' . A ~ a ri('turt', eun.ideriDIC; tlil. .liffi,·ulty CD

coun1rr...] 1,), an artlit in till" rep~nt.tion uf a Icent" hc had Dc.-t"r 
IlC.'bd,I, it w •• a "ork of ,real n.etiti but to dt"iiut"ate ~it.b - fidelity 
tbat .bicb III like fNIIlWII., tbe artht mlltt himN"lf .-.. it EIW" 
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compass. This mode of description was frc- CHAP. 
'- . h Ill. quently used by the celehrated WIU:le,', m t e ''-__ ...... _-.J' 

account he published of his Travels in Greece'; 
and it will be occasionally adopted in the 
remaining Chapters ofthis SectIOn. 

VII;,.-ji·om the C,TADEL We,uno. 

East. 

A very unnsual and striking spectacle; all 
the landscape being of a buff, or hri;(ht stone
colour; and the numerou~ huildings ill "iew 
having the hue of the plains on which they 
stand. In the distance is an arid desert, 

• 
without a gingle mark of "c~etation. l'i earer 
to the eye appear immense heaps of sand, the 

• OhelisA of lIeliopolis, and the stately mosques, 
minarets, and upu/(/trcs. hf'lotlg-ing to a Cceme!ery 
of thl" Caliphs in a suburb of Cai, ", ('alled 
/J"la<ieenSfI/l; a place crowded with b\\ilt\ill~s of 
a singular form'. 

South East. 

Hill and broken mound~, disposed, III vast 
tn~"eg. with very great grandeur. 

' '.:) Set "Min" .. Tra\'c1", pr· 410, "fi, 449, .~. lAnd. J68i. 
(3) See Plate t .. . ir) the l.r~ P41V edition or IHrwt.', Tranll. 

K2 
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Scutla. 

A grallrl "ccne of desolation; the same buft' 
colour prc\'ailing oycr cycry ohject. In the 
{orc-ground nrc the lofty quarrics of Maunt 

ftlolatnm. with ruined castles, mould ~rjng domes~ 
and the rcmains of other edifices, abtlye, below, 
and strctching beneath the heights, far into the 
plain. More distant, appear the mountains of 
Upper }o;gY/l/, tlankiug the eastern bank of the 
Nile, and a wide misty vicw of the Said. 

South IYest, and West, 

ImlUcrliatcly hencath the eye is S(','I. the 
AqueduCl, supportcJ. by arches, and extending 
two lUiles in length, from the Kile to the Citadel; 

tog-ether with mO-H}ue.s, lllirWTct.\'; aIHI imm('n~e 

heaps of saud. liut the grancl "hject, "iewed 
in this direction, is thc 'i II.>. itself. At this 
time, having attained its ~rcat('st r1eyation. 
cxtcndinl.! over a wide Rurt~lC(', anel flowing 
with great rapidity. it appeared coverecl with 
hargcs b(: lon~nlg' to tue army, and the various 

vessels of the country, spreacling their enormous 
sails on e\'ery part of it, The Ruins of Old 

Cairo, the Island and groves of Rhoud(l, ellTich 
this fine prospect. Beyond the ri\'eT .ppcars 
the town of Djiw, amidst the most bpautiful 
g-rove" of sycamore, fig, and palm trees; still 
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more remote, the Pyramids of Djna and Sac· CHAP. 

rllrs; and, beyond these, the great Libyan \ I:'. 
De8crt, extending to the utmost verge of the 
'risiDle horizon; a vast ocean of sand. 

North West, and N(Jf'th. 

The green plains of thc Delta occupy all the 
distant perspcctiYc in this dircction, like 90 

many islands, covercd with groves and gardens, 
and adorned with white edifices ; amllng these 
the djerms, the canjas, and other beautiful boats 
of the Nile, are seen sailing. 

!l'orth Easl. 

The whole City uf CAiRO, extending frum me 
North towards the North East. and surrounde'd, 
in the latter direction. by hcaps of sand. Im
mediately beneath the spectator i. seen a grand 
and gloomy structurc, callcd The Mosque of 
Sultan Hassan. standing close to onc of two 
la"es. which appear among the crowded build· 
ings of the city. 

Such is the surprising and highly diversified 
view from tbe Citadel nf GRA:-;o CAiRO. It will 
not be too mucb to affirm of this extraordinary 
prospect, that a scene more powerfully aifecting 
the mind, by the singularity of its association, 
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CII .'I'. i. nvt elsewhere to be contemplatcd;-a pro-
....... I~J.~I._ fusion of Nature. amidst her most awful priva

tion; a disciplined army encamped ami,lst law
less banditti; British pavilions. and Bedouin 
lcnts; luxurious g-anlens. and barren deserts ; 
the pyramid and the mosque; the obefish and the 
",illar,!; tIlC sublimest monuments of human 
illdu,try. amidst moulderin!( reliques of Sara
allle power. 



CHAP. IV. 

lfELIOPOLI~. AND THE PYRAMIDS OF DJIZA. 

l'ils,~ag(' nl'lll::i IIIf' r(lnal-Vi~jt to HELlOI'oll<i-]\[alaria 

-Pillw r./Os - Slyh 11 the Hif"T'lglyphin-Jntel

liW'ncr p,lI((' rnillg Ihem - tl,;ir A rcllt" ,1f/JI''i - Crux 
fUI~a[n-", 7n((wi"J! l'.rplailU·d-Of tlte Jlier:tlpha and 
the Tc~tudt>--f)t lin S!/1I!1·tltJ-l\irciler-llistoT,1J of the 

OLe/15k - 1l1i1l(:ra'~ of till' .\ralliall Delt:rt- Doubtful 
Origin ~f E!.!:)ptian Ja"'pcr-IJt'lrifllllinll' -Dales and 
Corn-."I.M hU~-(!t 11tt' ~ IIll'llIia, (Iud cry'!f lamenta
JiQn-Yoyagt> 10 I ht' )lncHf I f)<:-. ·Jppl'QI fl7l('(' pr('scnled 

by the pri71ciplll Pyramitl- Ob),c!s sec" from the 
summit - }.~ature if the Limestone used in its con~ 
strucl;on - R:rlranroru Fossil deS(Tif.lu by ~trabo
M.rlar-J..,,[.mlr< <if Ih, French Army-Tluft com
miUI,d by an Aruh-1'i,jl to th,' ;lllnior (if 'he larger 
Pyramid - l\~o'iu!l.S (7,terla;ncd of its I,iola/ion - lis 
passage. - Observal;"n al tlte W.U- Examination <if 
,rome inferior Chlf1lne/,- Cka.fllber <if Ihe Sepukhre-
The SORos-11r de m?litioll altrmpied-Thf: Sl'IIJ~'X-

il\ 
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its Sllr/att found to iJt' painlea-DisCOI't"1j of an anli"" 
IfJjCriptio" - Clls/om oj pailttillg anJimI Slai,"s
BtdNdfi- P ..... 

Ova IMMIIIe in Grand C .... eIiood. ill a priBcipal 
street, _ tile oortaem '-k ~ die c. .. r; 0;0 

that our <yenll, being 1I1_Y'" at htmd, sen'ed us, 
like a gondola at Pellice. instead of a carriage; 
and we frequently used it to visit the dilferent 
parts of the city acc~ssiblc by canal.. l ;pon 
the twenty-first of Al/gu.II, the inundation being 
nearly at its height, we attempted a passage 
by water to the utmost extremity of the Amlli. 
Traj<pUI'" in the direction of the Birk eIHat/jCe, 

11\ Th<' I\Jaulil(. ,,, prIIll"lral Canal of Ott,.., Lcilt\ed tu Lt tb. 
TP.UMrlO% nOTM"oI .. I PlflkltC¥, (I'''. C~. lib. U ' , c. ~ ) aud c&ih:1I 

ako, by IODlt' .fIU,"" ff.rt:oA TIUIAIOI.t. , $a,oa'Y. Upt,tD the authotll)" o( 

E'-aclll, an .4,.u"'c hi~turi.u. aUr.hutn UIII work ~ntlrC'l~ to OllkJr, 

.Dd h,.. it Will Adr .... ,. .. tbtr thlaO Traja,., .bo cau'" • cae.1 to he: 
dut Dur Cdao. I /AII"'4 "'l' r .E6Y)JU, t ... J. p. 9-L PttrV. 1713~ . ) 

Tbtre U. l.u",eH'T. r"r3.WII to f .. h4!"r tbat 0,.41,-'. wurk "31 Wl'rdy * 
rntoratiuD of tM anlimt J~ ke. It uleaw. eut ... rd of HII' It'lk, tu 

tbe elillaber of tWI!I"e Wild, aDd b tenni.athl b, 0"" l'IIp, .. ', JAk. 
FOMMriy it 1t'a' continued to }It.t'4du, upon t..br bt.nlu or the N" 
&d. Tbil unJlfrtakiur "., ~ bJ Sa.iru. cat1'lCJ Oil II)' .D4rnllI. 
*o<i fiollhed t.y PI";'",!! PJulGJ~lJH&_. h. la\t ~ItontioD t.k,lk plaCf! 
iD lite ,dr CH. lwdu r,. •• 0..,.. ( SlnI .... C.,. lilt. niL IlI1II. U. 

p- 114'>. Bu. O~". Sn a*IM N-. ... IJ."Oq-,1i _il.", 6{ ,s"..-J 
The bi,tufJ of lob .. Jrul uDdMakiol, io it. qia, ;1 lhut rdatIld by 

PI"." .ho "'1' UJe dt\ip .U abaDdotMd lA"""b fear uf inundaliDJ 

E((~ .itb ttMI ..... n of 1be Rr.I. S....... n ~ ptWfUl. 4!1 qw 
tWnf'~". 4h1n_ pcrt/flCl(Wda N .... (p4 purtlf Gd IHU. ~ 

"...,.~ 
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OT Pilgrim'. Lake. which wu the first station of CHAP, 

the gTcat Caravan, in its journey to Mecca. We .... ' _1 ... =_, .. 
~oon foond our progress obstructed by the arch 
of a bridge, which was so low, that our 4j""" 
could not pass beneath it, and we were com-
pelled to return. 

The next day, hllving obtained hornes and a Visit .. 

Janissarr/, we se~t out again, in the same direction, H~ 
by land. desirons of seeing the remains of 
IJEI.IOPOLlS, one of the most antient cities of 
the world of which a vestige can now be traced. 
More than eighteen hundred years ago, its ruins 

- - -- ------- ---

tkrttrT" LXII "nll. pDN. '''I~/l#, ,wotl ilCl~r jluIRm d Run". tft(lr., 

uUt'rt'fl) P'In"U 0"''''". S.rodd" £gyptl rex C'6g1lavlt: '"0.1' Daf1tu 
P"narura : tki,.J. Pt"l",,""" U'fllt7U: pi d 6uil 100000M lsIihI6w 
,..N"", ('Olfrl", a/liludlltt: '""iMln, ua Jl11fgihulll.". XXX"'1 .wi. D p8U. 

tUque ud /e"trl "marns ; 1Iltra .utuncil '"."dfftlCltL. "'I'hu, .,~. 

tnbal nl6at1l R"r,rft ".nrj ~(1""P'"to. 1'"'''' tt'rT'(J £g-~P'j." (Pn..LIut. 
N(JI. J ••• 'I. r(lp. 99. 10",. l. p. l.ll. L RaJ. IG':5.) AC'cordiDC' to t~ 
JlUlage .hll," 11 Sflt'(l l'Y 11M transilltt"d Cron1 EUIAC'IS, O.nr', liruteDlUlt. 

A"."oll.. op<.'IlW the comlt'lllnl('&tioD bet"reD. tbe Red SM aad the lIlik 
by lurani or this ranal; Uld a naviptiuD. btariOC the produ~ 01 
£8Ypf, artu.1I~ ('onlmenC'td. H Ln MtftllU' parlfUtllh Fodat, pwt~ 
,."., d<U" 10 M,r de (Ql:.as.,k. tIntm. tie fEg,,,u." (V.,.lAu ...... 
, EDl'tr, ,."..1, ,.9;;. P(ff"U, 1185.) .. Sucb." "'r'StsNry, ., i, tbe 
or1lill or Ihat f.mllu~ "lIal, .bicb travellnl. rop)'iDJ' euh. other, 

I,o."e ulled ..t.'U/' Tnlj •• ru," .. it remembered, bowner, that i. 
lb .. "".,," are p~_ a.d S"'., .tMlwida aUclefereat'CI tos-.,'. 
I"1It ablii\tn, .rut. t.q hi& prechlectioa lvr 4',.. h_toriet. it _,. be: 
pt'CI\lQled! ~at Delther of \beM .riU:n ... UBaeCluai ..... witk tM 
IOGretI _htDCe Ute I't.IatA .... t-.or 4triqd bit iAlDr.atioa. 
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CHAP. attracted the regard of the mOijt enlightened 
IV. • travellers of Greece and Rome. Nearly thirty , 

years before the Christian rera they were visited 
by Stml'o; and his description of them pruYes 
that the condition of this once Inmous seat 
of science was almost as forlorn then as at the 
present period. If, as SItrlw has ingeniously 
attempted to prove', the acerction of soil, from 
the annual inundation of the NILE, "have beer. 

in a proportion C!f somewhat mort: than {( foot in a 

luwdred years." we mi).!ht search for some of 
the antiquities mentioned by Strut·o, at the 
depth of six yards below the present "arfaee. 
But rvhcn Poco, /.-,. visilr-d the place, he ous,orved 
th e fra~m('nts of S/~ltilu'(>s yet remaining-, in the 
"I'lient way leading 10 the eminence on which 
the Temple of lite Sun stoo,l, belwec" the pri". 
cipal entrance to its area, and the southern side 
of the obpli,," standing before it '. The Sphinxe., 

,vhich Pocoche saw, were, in facl, a part of 
the identical anti"uities that were notice(\ by 
Strn/'o so many ccnturi t:s ocfi)rc'; when('e it is 

.-----_._ ----

(I) Tra\-,:!, . 5f!cmul F.(!it;lIl1. r . ~~~. CII. II. "'l'd 3. 
('lj l'OCftr.','. D'''.nil't. uf Iht' Eall. VII!. I. fl. ~'1. ,,,,,,,",1743. 
(.1) 4..1 at ... ,; ,.~tUIIf •• ~., i,i, i; ..... ,,. .,.-,; ~"ar.11I "i,.,.., nt ....... 
~. "XIIf .:_, .. .; IM-e~ "),".., ,;, .u,u,.,. "i~f_." .rl i •• ~, ... 
1t;,.;. .r,fU ,.,.I .. (, .... X") ;-., 'lot"';', .,. r I( ,~_,,', ... , . •• I· ... 11>! aiD' ere. 

l"n;itaJio(1D dcibc.pt ~1. Dtn,ql.lt: l"tit'Adinit parte tUIiC. polite lal,id"2 

.pbin,~., 
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reasonable to conclude, that very little labour CHAP. 

h 
IV. 

would be necessery to excavate even t e pave- , • 
ment of the temple '. From the observations 
made by Pococ~e, he deduces an inference, that 
the utmost height to which the soil has accu
mulated docs not exceed seven feet and a half'. 
At the time of our visit to Helio!>"!i",. all the 
area of the antient temple was under water; so 
~hat any search of this kind was thereby pre
vented. 

Our road to this place from CaiTo was along 
the southern side of the canal. through the most 
fertile gardens. and amidst thick groves of -{)\ive , 
and o:'ange trees. In our way, we halted at 
MalaTtu, a village whieh is generally believed. Ma',,' •. 
to occupy a part of the site of the antient 
city'. Here travellers are entertained with a 
number of ahsurd superstitions, similar to those 
already described in the account of the Haly 

apbiDge., viceni. cubiti., vel paulo pluribus iater Ie distantes: ut uura 
apbin,um .erie. sit a datra, altera a .iDiatn.... SCr06. a-g. la . • ~ii. 
10M. II. p.lIollJ. £dd.Onnr.. 

(4) Ibid. 
(5) Ducript. or the Ed. vol. I. p.23. 
(6) Tbil p1ace: it Aiel by ~.Nu to be teD porraphical mUe, 

(fOlD eol,... (I"WI. EIuW. Titn'o Sad. a... 11. p. 948. Artb. 1Qt.) 
ulf'waJ. proba.bly. from ow ~In; .. it it only A\'e. from. Grad' 
0...,.., arcoNillJ tf) BIT'fIIIlf"fttt. 
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C1Ul'. Ltfltd. The prineipalnumber of OItristin ... who 
,'-_IV .... _. J' visit Mn/art'a are pil!,'lims, attracted by the 

supposed ssnctity of the spot, Its connl'Cted 
\\;t!, the history af our Saviour. The celebrated 
Fountain 0/ the S,,,,', whence the city itself seems 

------ --~------ --
(I) (;anN.#ia ScJ.ellfj¥ lIy the "/'"01.$, which agrees with tbe unrue 

\,r H~i#. as fuuud in A/n"/ria, and (' itf'd hy the learned Kjrdw. 

cF..,.~. '-. III. p.3.11. R_. 16M. .. Am ScArapJ, .," 
HdMlpoIiI. 9"". d ~ Hili /oakrH StJiu "~IIf1I4I. te'fDr"riLuJ 
DOStris dHOl.ta e..t, ntoque 5111:1 iu en hl'llitatiulie~ ull~. et dicltur, 

quM (uerit Cj,· ila.~ PluJrtlfRIu : IUllt ill ea insignia anlilltl~t.ti, nhJQU· 

IlleDta, coartru('ta el .pMI~ •• t .. xi, 11Iui, ... i .. ; inter ('~Iera verb 
culumna q\l.drata, que vOI'alur 0-1."", PlmrnOllIt (it! t'~t Oklul'lU), 

loo;itudu ejw 30 cubitorum, nlfJtlc !I. r.'!l1'D rer~ n1 t<d i. tnf'f(1l1R; m 

eti •• iOidem vilb .heta AI.llr' •• ti" atl Jahh ~i ui.trulI\ Orinlalil 
NiIi." 

It mny I", proper to notice here. '"ny Mtraord in;,.ry dwDt tIt tlte .,ned lArcltw concerninx tbi~ city, as it it t"lIl'rehed "8IIe TaWe 
Gi.Jgr"P4iqw, ruhli l brJ in tbeApprudir to bis Tr3u.lutilJn of 1hnJDtu. 
M. Lan:Jwr .... erts. in orp,,~iliuu to rH' r)' I'rf'('c,llIIlf .riler~ that 
R."..,. was 'ituated i. the Dftio. load tbat .Vlliarm Uamls ou the 
lite 01 aD ~n1Jl tuwu of tbe laDle mrnw, wl.lld. ha~ been ('00-

founded witb the more rt'lIoWDcd city. For thi4 a~.erlinn Ptf . lArdtr 

.weft DO rroof .hatawnr; hut rden bit reilt1("r to a M'parate dKMt-
tatioD, whicb be intmdi to publu.b upnQ this lu1tieet. With tbe ul

Iaott defereace to that profouDd Icbolar, It may be IlUr("ly urred, that 
.bat Ki,dwr,l"'oe.eu, aDd SIrGIIJ, comidered 14.1 lk e1>lal,li.bed, will 
DOt be ballil, abaodoned. In additioD to tbis it may be asked, do 

bOt the f'e1lla.iDl of Sp~"lUft, DoUcl'd by P~jt!, cOllnrm the de
KripLiOD riveD by $traJ. of the ruiDS or HftiopoIU! Do Dot the 

ttD".Ddow ONlidI, Doe of .bicb it DOW ttandin" (tllJD oI\t'r,. ..".. 
t&hIt,. R.w, rill. St~. a-.. 1a. 1I.rii. ,. 114j', Ed. O.fOfl.) i.di~ 

cate, beyoad. J*libilil, of CODtradietioe. the n.tipt of no a.e... 
.-.,..w. cit, , Tbe obIenaUoDt or !JIral.o coocemiol tue lituatioa 
of the O~MW.u"";', and tbe nii om_ ",1.1'. are rina "lth re~ 

sarbbk )'ftdaiga; aDd wbm thtte are eompartd with the obltm~ 
ti(ltu 



.., haft Dee oripaIly B'''Mf,. aBd __ CIlD. 
de,licioaa _~ IIttraeted the earlie.t ~tt1_ to, 1Y. , = 

the easlera aide oi the Nil" ..... aceordiug to 
Moukish legend8, only known' frQlll the time 
that the Holy I'-amity came into Eg!#t. It 
burst forth, they say, when the F>rg;n with 

---------------------------
lionl made by modern tranoll"n. t~ e"idence (or tbe .,..;tioa. of the 

.... :ty i, eu.JUete; Ud'DOthn., "'11'15 IJkely t. • .,er'" it. • it 
dncribiDJ 1he cou~ along the PelNNlc bnaacb of the Nw: ucl 
('omlOr to the Canal betweeu that l'iver and tbe lUtl &t4 be dedu~ 

i1~ orl;;in from a lterintl 3DtmtN' to. \M n..;.. War. 'Ik ~t t.a 
hi.,. tIIIt!Ir,,,,oii, Dl!ar wbich city lltil ..... joiDed tbe s-.. Mn'4tpsliln 
Theuce n,'tllrning to the NIle, be Ipnts of p\aeu o. it. «lit"" side, 
.hich a~ Dear to tbe MdAeni po;ai or~ of • IN • . mention
;., a.... n.l.n#lU, then He~ L",lf f 6c ..... their ~ye 
nDm",,: enumeratiar lb.-,e .. tbey oceurftl fro. tbe Nllf"tla tDward. 
the &..I,. until be reaches t'" Nw btyoDd the Della; and spea.ks of 
IA',y. _ t..ia( 00 the r.ipt •• ad .AIwI/Ii4 .poe. tbe .... : H~';' 
I.Y' he, U tilL Hel~lIt.,. dUtri« .... 4,n6ia... 'JI .... ' ,;, ·yu"",)J .. , 

i .... ;;: ·.\I~r'r I ..... ;., After thi. obMrration, eu it be affirmed tbat 
Hdlrrpolu WIi" in the D~II.Q. I ADothu very remarkable obse".tioD 
of $/,.a£o may be ('Iud, with referalilS to antiquities ob&erved by 
MIHIUt, _bieh Hem to pro\'e, not only that lJJtJtta,w,. deootes the lite 
(If H~. but alIG tbat Old ('ai,.. staDds .. tbiD. tb. lM.,.filM 
diluiClt: it ill, tbe mentioD be make. of HrtUD. ea..., ~r pita, lor 
a.trODCMDinl ol~rvation., l,io.: in the L" .... f .... P"f!fMIttrH, Hy.d 
HF.LtOPOLII. hlaiJ~' discovered. amoDl the I"IliDI of Olsl Cairo,_~ 

pits excantN to • nry ~fftt deplb in the rock. after tbe .. n .. r of 
J..,,', Wdl. (,s., 11.#.v. to,. lii .f dIU .......... ) These cor.... 
&pOnd with tbe nntiom 1M prae.nt eatadaioed 01 tbe IIItf'CNlOOtieai _el. 
of the ADtienta , _ pe:tMpI: 'key ... dae .. , J I";,., ~ IllNrW. 
to by ST ..... o -Ar elAn- ,.,.,...... C'MW f,. a •• ",.., .. 8 ••• ,. 
~: DHIIi.,.., Sit;t,ltu, ».1'. ~. 57; ~; SIIjt',w; 

k'· ~. 



4:i lI~LIOPQLJI!, 

C~v~P."'Ph and the infant Je,'IU-' .JIt!re, r~ ~ their 
_.' .... 'tight from thc fury of Herod, We l\lIeakfas~d 

beneath the ¥ade of a sycamOrl6,~ which 
i. said to hlive opened and to ~'recei "ed 
the fugitive~ when closely pursue<l': and upon 
the spot we li.tencd to many other storie, uf 
the same nature, tht} repetition of willch crell 
old Sandys considerel!. to bc "an al;alf of time, 
and a provocation oA.;s reader'," , I1QWevet 
by imitating the condurt of till Pit~rp¥, ill 
breaking off and bearipg away with us • few 
scions of this venerehle trel', (as Smll!g. ~s', 

.. all 10 be h. lor Wte WODel tiwmf, "puled if 
sovt!f'aigne vertue, '1 we were enabled to gratify 
our botanical fiilll1ds in England ,,·ith \,CI1'f rarc 
~pecimens fol· their herbaries', The wall of 
Matarea is supposed tQ be representNI in the 

(I) ~e::l.II Eugra,;ng of 'the IYtU, the r,\ ,rl"t lOTl'I'tellu\(' , it; ol ull 

of tbi. trl'c. 11\ BtTllurtimo', Trottatl) rlrlle PUll/It rf l""lII ,'qiJu. ~IU," 
EtI¢:i d. Terra .~(IIII(I, ~c, Flrm:~. I G'l!n '1.1l' rl',)rr ' l'u~ In. 

clade, the: famo\l s 1J,,11~ OtIrtklll,f ( I .. opal, n, "l. 'l'h uu I~'l' . 

BrnlOTdmD W,1\ ill F.!-'!IP' ib 1 rl97 . 

(~) Sandl/l'Travd., p. 12j. 1..011(1 IG1j. T he ~~fler, \\""\y , ,ll1' ~ 

to enmult a eODlplcte detail of aU the (,/u;,nulII ) Q.re"'tit "' lJ~ ~ ' !lII·tr.,· 

;U~ ll,j,q and its lIeighhourllVod, mil, Rod it in !Jtttrrl'1l11.f/', I : lunrl 

7'tr,.. &w.rt. um. 11 A,dv.I889. Hit HCIIIf'tnt ur 'lile "tmtltt~t of 

.fltIfrJr'. ii ~!Vcn iQ p. 94e of that ,·olume. 
(3) lINd. 
~4) ~ Cbap . II. p. 50. 
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fumo~~.ai~ pavem",!l of Pr4'lles~, where~'. t:~~.P. 
view "}S ~ gwen of the Temple 0/ the Sun, or. \ .... 
JJethsh4~$h of 1!acred scripture', with the 

" obelisk., as they sta8<;l ; before the vClItibule of 
the building', 

We then went to visit the renowned pillar of 
Q.N', or Obelis!'- of HELl,oPOUS, (the only great 
work of antiquity now r~mai'ling in all the Land 
'1' Go,hen', } standing upon where the 
He&rews had their All the 
sUJfPunding plain 

< 

so that the OCeli .• k apl~al 
lake. The water was; 
we · ,rode upon our 

inundated, 

and 
its base. 

the The . grO+lJ\d . ~iDg-" betif ra .• ! ele'v,atE,d, 
author was cmlb 

.. ~ 
~~ous footing 

---"'-~~~--" 

: r.) SlulU.!' Tral·els. sect. 7. eh. 2.,~·. 4~~. Loted.I7;)7. See also 
t he Li.tOI')· of. tbii pal'eme~t ib MU'IItjaucrm', Antiquitie., 'Vol.lI..iT. 

(~f' He ~hall hrf' :'ik also th~ Images of Brm·sH¥I£&H (l.e.lJu 

IUJ*.i1r Ott til the SUJI) th~ is in the laaci.,of Egypl:" Jw. ,dnl.~'. 
17 ) U And PltfH"(ff.h ("ailed JNepla', nu. and 

he ita". him to ,,·ire Asmath, priest of • OS." Gnl. xli. 45. Tilj.. ·H>..,....a.., 

Ily the LXXII. all i, abo the 
the ,...edin: Note. 
(~'tec s.ww·,f'rra\·els, tow II. chap . .;.. 

" 9).::\ "EII>I~~~ ..n¥ ~.1!'". ~._ it 'Hl.m, .. ' },.u . .. ConcUiit ci 
('UClID*'i. .. ,ui"lI~""'\fta.bItJU~." ,"wphi ..frtlifJ. Jlld. l ib. ii. cap. '7 . 
IOf! . f. p. 95. AMIt. ~·r . 17'26. 

l'iIlar of 
O s . 
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CHAP. ill tile midat ef the pool. &Ad leiaarely 10 

IV. 
,- ! «Wi_te the 1Urr.,lyphicl wlt.M:h are rudely 

ae.lptured upon this superb monument. These 
have been already engraved, both by Nordm 
and by SAaw; but in neither instance ..... ith 
accuracy'. From the coarseness of the sculp
ture, as well as the history of the city to which 
this ~clisA belonged, there is reason to consider 
it as the oldest monument of the kind in Egypt'. 
Its height is between six.ty and .eventy feet '; 
its breadth, at the balle, six feet: tbe whole 
being one entire _s of red gTa:tlile. Each of 
~ fOUT sides exhibits the same hieroglyphic 
characters, and in the same order. That which 

• 
faces tbe soUl" has" been the least affected by 
decomposition; and it is from the soutAe". SIde 
Lt the author's design is taken. He hQt; 
endeavoured to imitate the rude style of~ 

----------. ---- --- -
(1) The ,ame may be .aid of the tnirf'S";uC' of till' ull«,lisk ill Ki.rt:MJ '. 

CZ-,.u 4j;gypfWlnu. _ben: the ~nm/;rvl "u.u.riIu t. introduced, iu
'UM or tbe rude .,mbol whicl:l .,..peart OpoD the or;,ioaJ, .Dd whic:b 
~u. probably iDteQiJe.t tl) r.pftSeD' tbat au_ct. 

(I) .. AuLiflUiqima hlit, al.,. ellam ad (abula, r,r"ratur." rdlar. 

Fntr ..... 11. r." a. ~ 4J. . ..... l7oG. 
• 

(3) SIwI., ..uti itt ~tl'U 1 oaly to .i.dy-four fCd; (Tnl'V. 
p. 336. Lnt~. 1l~7.) allhou1b he ..... '. « lIlin'Ir'tWd/n1 lmll' tlf1€rit#d 
1t ,. H ..,fIrth _/ ~." PtqeM M«rtaiDl'd ru height, by the 
"lIad,."t, and round It to be aisty·MY. ted .nd. b.lI. ~. 
tI ," 11." • ..t. I.'.... '-4. 1143. 
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antient sculpture, and to exhibit, as nearly as cHip 
possible, a faithful representation of the original.. ~.:. oJ 

After the remark made by Strabo, concerning 
the hieroglyphics of Heliopolu, that they much 
resembled thl! works left by the Etrurians and 
by the antient Grecians', a curiosity to see these 
in particular is na urally excited. They are 
remarkable for the fIIdeness of their style of IItJleO(th 

~culpturii. but in the representation. given of :'7:''Y
them in bl!IIks 0, Travels, the simpli~ity of the 
original work has been sacrificed, in attemptin~ 
to express, from more perfect model., the 
mtended delineation of the antient sculptor. 
Thus, in the view of this obelis!., published. by 

• Shaw, and also by Norden, many of the hiero-
gl!lphic figures are fancifully restored, under I\,., 
notion of i~pro\'ing their appearance; and 
~"mc are altogether omitted. In. the first oval 
inclosure, from the top of the obelisk, there is a 
rude figure, something like what is vulgarly 
called a bird-bolt, with a circle above it. Shaw 
believed this to be intended for the «arabt1!Ut 

• 
piiularitl.!, which is so frequently seen upon 

(4) ·AM,..~ r ',t'- ,: or .. X. ,;- f"~ ~~ ~ __ 
T';;'-_i. .''''' A(,t'J., ~ ~;, ftI( • .. ~i -&.1."., iv' ,,<, .. "_ 
.. Hi pt.rietH iqeatiu. aimWacrora. tevJptUrM babtA~ ~ et. 
utiqutt {kftie openbu. pel Ii1DiUnm." .srr.IM. a..,.. lit. nU. 
p. 1I4t. E .. OZM. 1807. 
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