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the Gospel of St. Join, together with certam c
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prayers in the Abyssinian language: these ma-

nuscripts arc now in the Bodleian Library at
Ozford. As General Baird had a copy of Bruce's
Travels then in his possession, and was kind
enough to allow us the use of it, a better oppor-
tunity might rarely offer of submitting Bruce's
narrative to the test of a comparison with the
avidence afforded by a nutive of Alyssinia. We
therctore appointed a day for this purpose: and
sent an invitation to the .f/yssinian Dean. In
order to make the inquiry as publie as possible,
we  also requested the attendance of Mr.
Hamilton, secretary of the Earl of Eigin, of Dr.
Wittman, and of Mr. Hammer, a celebrated
Oriental scholar, during the investigation. One
ot the Propaganda Friars served us as our inter-
preter with the Abyssinian priest. It was at first
disputed whether any mention should be made
of Bruce, or not; but at length we resolved that
a series of questions should be put from Bruce's
work, without any mention being made of him,
or any allusion to his travels in Alyssinia. The
sight of his volumes on the table were not likely
to offcr any clue, respecting the purport of our
mquiry, to an .&thiopian who had never seen a
printed quarto before in his life, and to whom
the language in which it was written was
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CHAP. altogether unknown. His testimony, therclore,
‘e~ as a native of 4fbyssinia, to the accuracy of Bruce’s
description’ of the country, will not be disre-
garded ; and the following result of our conver-

sation with him may terminate this,chapter!

(1) There has not been an example, in the aunals of hterature, of
more unfair and d.isgraceful bostihity than that which an mtolerant and
invidious party too successfully levelled, during a conauderable period,
against the writings of Bruce. Soon after the publication of his
““ Travels to discover the Source of the Nue,” several copies of the work
were sold in Dbl as waste _;waper. in cousequence of the calumnies
circulated against the author s veracity. This happened iu the year
1791. In the vear 1800, Mr. John Antes, of Fulnec in Yorkshire, pub-
lished a small volume of ** Observatins on Egypt.” & wurk not less
remarkable for 1ts fidelity and genuine worth, than for the Litt)e notice
it recened. Speahing of Bruce, that author ohserves: ““ When Mr.
Bruce returutd from Jbyssoug, 1 was at Grand Cavre. [ had the
piehisure of his company for three months, almost every day: and
baving, at that time, 1nvself an 1dea of penetrating into Alyssine, |
was very inguisitive about that country, on hearing many thung: from
him whith seemed almost incredible to me. [ used to ack his Greck
servant Michael [a simple feilow, incapablc of amy wnrention) about the
same cireumstatees, and MU-T SAY THAF HE COMMONTY AGREED W10
HIS MASTER IN THE CHIFF PoINYS."”  (See Olsertat. on the Mann. and
Cust. of the Egyptenns, by Jokn Antes, Fag. p. V7. Lond 1100.) Mauy
strouger testimonies i favour of Bruce's accuracy have wlso at diffieren®
tanes heen wbluced, particularly by Mr. Browme "Sie Pref. to lav
Travele); avd the work has cousequently risen very considerably \n
the public estimation.  Some travellers, mdeed, hsve attempted to
invalidate certain of los assertiont, which, aflter all, are not of much
moment, whether they he true or false: such, for exumple, as the
circumstance related hy Bruce of the part he took in the wars of Lie
country ; and of the practice he witne.sed of taking flesh from a living
entmal as au article of food : this last has, however, now becn fully
cunfirmed by the statement of the native priest, as given above. It ic

‘probable
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Our first questions related to the place of his cuaP.
birth; and of his usual residence before he left 1 _
Abyssinia.  In answer to these; he stated, that
he was horn at Gelleledda®, in the province of
Ticre, whose capital is Adowa’®, distant twenty-
five or thirty days from the Nile, and sixteen
or seventecn from Massuah upon the Red Sea;
that his usual place of residence, and to which
he should return, after leaving Cairo, was a vil-
lage about fiftcen days’ journey from Gondar.

We asked him what kind of coin was circulated
in his native province: he said that frssil salt
was used in 7igré as a substitute for money*

probable that Bruce would never have encountered the opposiﬁo.n he
met with, if his writings had not been characterized by offending
egotism.  Baron De Tott's work experisuced a similar fate, from the
same cause ; and has sinulnrly- obtained, at last, the consideration to
which, by its great merit, 1t is justly entitled.

(2) This place is mentioned in Mr. Salt’s Narrative, as published by
Lord Falrntia, and written GULLYBUDDA.  {See vol. 11I. p.51. Lond.
1809.) Medescribes it as ““a place of consideralle extent and popula-
tion.”

(3) Bruce also describes Adowa, as being the capital of TicrE. A
view of the town accompanies Mr. Sait's Narrative, in Lord Falentia’s
Travels, vol. 11, p.76. ILond. 1809.

(4) Mr. Sal, speaking of a manufacture of cloth at Adowa, says, it
circulates as muney through the country ; but he adds, *‘ Each plece
is about sixteen cubits long, and one and three quarters wide: its value
is thirly pieces of salt, or one dollar." Falentia’s Travels, vol. I11.
p.78. Lond. 1809. Also in vol. 1II. p.54, “ The small currency (at
Antalow) consisted of wedges of rotk-salt, each weighing two or threce
pounds, and estimatcd at 1-30th of a dellar.”
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CHAP.  Our next inquiry related to the long-disputed

«—— fact, of a practice among the Alyssinians of
Tadeliy of cutting from a live animal slices of its flesh, as
Ve an article of food, without putting it to death.
firmed.  This Bruce affirms that he witnessed, in his
journey from Massuah to Azum'. The Alyssinian,
answering, informed us, that the soldiers of the
country, during their marauding excursions, some-
times maim cows after this manner ; taking slices,
from their lodies, as a fuvourite article of food,
without putting them (o death at the time: and that
during the lanquets of the Abyssinians, raw meat,
esteemed delicious throughout the country, is fre-
quently taken from an ox or a cow, in such « state
that the filres are in motion ; and that the attendants
conginue to cut slices until the animal dies. This
answcr exactly corresponds with Bruce's Narra-
tive: he expressly states that the persons whom
he saw were soldiers®, and the animal ¢ cow’.

Such a comcidence could hardly have happened,

(1) Brure's Travels, vo! 111, p. 132, Fdinb. 1740, ".“’hen I first
mentioned this m England, 1 was told by my [riends it was not be-
lieved. [ ashed the reason of this disbeliel, and was an-wered, that
people who had never becn out of their uwn country, nd others well
acquainted with the manners of the world, for they hud travelled as
far as France, had agreed the thing was impossible ; and therefore it
was s0.""  Ihd. p. 144,

(2) Bruce's Travels, ibid. p. 149,

(3) Ibid.
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unless the practice really existed. We inquired CHAP.
if other animals were thus treated; and were
answered in the ncgative. Mutton is always
boiled ; and vea/ is never eaten, in any way’

[n times of famine alone the inhabilants eat

boiled blood.

Among other absurd accusations, brought
against Druce, a very popular charge at one
time was, that some of the plants cngraved in
his work never existed i nature, but were the
offspring of his own fertile imagination. We
therefore resolved next to exhibit the engra-
vings to our 4/yssinian, and desire him to name
the plants, and to describe their properties. It
was impossible that this man should read, and
much less comprehend, the Alyssinian names
which Bruce's engraver had inscribed upon the
margin of those plates.

The first plates offered to his notice were
those which represent the Sassa®. He recog-
nised the plants; but knew nothing of the name
Bruce had given to them; and denied that any

(4) This agrees with the account published by Lord 7 alentia, from
Mr. Salt's Journal. See Falentia’s ‘Fravels, wvol, 111. p. 159. Lond.
1809.

(5) Bruce's Travels, A} pendix, p. 28.
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crgap gum was produced by them. The inquiry
..__,___.proceeded more successfully when the next
were shewn to him. He named the following
instantly; and gave the same account of them
that Bruce had done; namely, FErgert Dimmo;
Ergett el Krone; FEnsete; Kol-Quall; Gir Gir;
Kantuffa; &c. all ¢ whose appellations he pro-
nounced exactly as Bruce had written them.
The Ergett el Krone, he said, grew near to the
Lake Tzaxa, and in every part of Alyssinia;
but that it was of no use to the inhabitants. ‘He
described the leaves of the Ensete as resembling
those of the Banana; but the plants as yielding
no fruit. They boil the root of it, as a garden
vegetable, with mutton. The Kol/-Qucll he
namecd instantly; saying, that, on beating it, it
yields a quantity of mulk, which is poisonous,
but may be used as a cement, capable of join-
ing two pieces of stone. Its smaller branches,
when dry, are used for candles; and its wood
serves for timber, in building houses. It pro-
duces no gum'.  Bruce relates all this; and
adds, that upon cutting two branches of the
Kol-Quall with his sabre, not less than four
English gallons of the milk issued out; which

(1) Therefore not the Euphorbia officinarum of Linnzus. See Bruce's
Trar. Append. p. 44.



GRAND CAIRO.

93

was so caustic, that although he washed the C}Ii[A_P'
sabre immediately, the stain never left it*. We

were amused by thc eager quickness with
which our Abyssinian recognised and named the
Kantuffa; telling us all that Bruce relates
of its thorny nature, as if he had his work by
heart. The Balessan, or Balsam-tree, was en-
tirely unknown to him. He had seen the
Papyrus in Emhdra, in the province of Lelo,
growing in marshy lands. Concerning the
other plants engraved in Bruce's work, his ob-
servations agreed with those of Bruce, with very
little exception. He denied that the mode of
eating raw rueat was by wrapping it up in eakes
made of Teff. These cakes, he said, were used
for plates, or as bread only for women and sick
persons. The Abyssinians do not make beer from
Teff; according to his account, but from a plant
called Selleh. Bruce mentions different sorts
of Teff*, of which, perhaps, Selleh may be one.
The Abyssinian concurred with Bruce, in attri-
buting the frequency of worm-disorders, in his
country, to the practice of eating raw flesh*.

(2) Ibid. p. 43.

(8) See Bruce's Travels, vol. L. p. 0. Edinb. 1790.

(4) Bruce entertained the same opinion. See Travels, Append. p. 80.
Edinb. 179v.
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c::':l’. This is considered always as a luxury; and
ey therefore the priests abstain from it. In his
own village, he said, the soldiers and principal
people prefer raw meat to every other diet;
that before he became a priest, he had himself
eaten much of it; that he considered it as very
savoury when the animal from which it is taken
is fat and healthy. He professed himself to be
ignorant, of the virtue ascribed by Bruce to the
Wooginoos', now called Brucea antidysenterica;
although he knew the plant well, and said 1t
cured all disorders caused by magic: but he
verified all that Bruce had related ot the Cusso®,
or Bunksia _4['3/,':\‘:'::1"('(1; and added, that it was
customary to drink an infusion made from 1t
every two months, as a preventive against the
disorder noticed by Bruce.  When shewn the
Walkuffa, he mentioned a curious circumstance,
which Bruce has not related;: namely, that the
bark of this plant scrves the Alyssinians as a
substitute for <oap. e knew nothing of the
woérd Carat, as a name said by Bruce to be
given, in the south of .4lyssinia, to the bean of
the Kuara-tree, and used in weighing cold.

(1) See Druce's Travels, Appendix, p. 69.
(2) Ihid. p. 73.



GRAND CAIRO. 95

Having thus discussed the plants, we directed CJ:;AP-
his attention to the quadrupeds, lirds, and other
branches of natural history. His answers gave
us as much reason to be convinced of Bruce's
accuracy in this, as in the former part of his
work. It would take up too much of the
reader’s attention to detail all the evidence we
collected for this purpose. He added, that the
rhinoceros was called Chartiet by the Alyssinians;
and said that its horn, used for lnung the interior
of drinking-vessels, 1s considered as an antidote
to poison. When the engraving representing
the .4shkoko was placed before him, he recog-
nised the animal, and relateq the circumstance
mentioned by Bruce® of its being considered as
unclean, both by Christians and by Mohammedans.
Speaking of its name, he made a curious dis-
tinction ; saying that it is called .4=Akoko in the
Court language, but Gehre in the vulgar tongue.

If there be a part of Bruce's work which is
apparently fabulous, from its marvellous nature,
it 1s the account he has given of that destruc-
tive fly, the Zimb, or Tsaltsalya®; yet in the his-
tory of this insect, as in every other instance,

(3) See Bruce's Travels, Appendix, p. 145.
(4) 1bid. p. 188. See also vol. I. p. 388.
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CHAP. the testimony of the Abyssinian Dean strictly
\.,,.,.._.._, confirmed all that Bruce Mad wntten*-upon the
subject. He told us,"that horses and cows wete
its principal victims ; that therc were not mamy
of those insects inl his native. province; but ¢hat
he had heard of armies being destroyed n con-
sequence of this terrible scourge. We ques-
tionad him concerning the plant which is said
to render persons invulnerable to serpents oy
scorpions, merely by chewing its lcaves. He
replied, that he knew the plant well, but had
forgotten its, name; that it resembled hemp,
and that he had often made use of it to prove its
virtues; but he ad'ded, that 1t must be coewed
at the time of touching the serpent or the

SCOTPION.

Previous to the introduction of any inquiry
concerning the source of the Nile, we shewed
to him Bruce's map of the Lake T3ana, and of
the surrounding country. At this he was highly
gratified. He knew all the places mentioned
in the territories of Belessen, Begemder, Gojam,
and Agows; and, attempting to shew us the
situation of GoxNDAR, actually pointed out the
spot marked by Bruce for the locality of that

city.
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The Nile (which before its junction with the c;rir.

Lake Tzana he called Aleaoui) he described a8 \
having but one source', in a marshy spot, upon
the top of a mountain, about five or six miles
from the lake, and upon its south-eastern side.
He had not been there himself, but had often
visited that side of the lake. There are many
villages in the neighbonrhood of the place. The
inhabitants are all Christians; but they entertain
no veneration for the spot, neither are any
honours whatsoever paid to the source of the
river. There are, indeed, many springs which
are medicinal, and said to be the gift of certain
saints; but he had never heard that the fountain
of the Nile was one of these.

(1) Bruce's account of the origin of this river will perhaps be found,
after all, more correct than any we can obtain, even from the Abys-
smiuans themselves, who do not reside near enough to the spot to have
made personal observation. Mr. Salt mentions the little reliance he
could place in the various accounts gives to him upon this subject.
*“ When I found,” says he, ‘‘ that I must give up all hopes of pene-
trating beyond the Tacazza, 1 took every occasion to make inquiries,
of such persons as were likely to give me any intelligence, respeeting
the Nue. Their accounts generally agreed with each other; but it
appeared to me that they spoke from what they bad heard, and not
from personal knowledge. Jis sitwation near the village of Geesh; the
smarshiness of the plain; the elevation of the spot whence it flows above
Che survounding country ; its circuit from Gojam ; were points familiar
to them all : but they differed, considerably, vs to the numler of the foun-
tains from whick it springs : some speaking of three, others of fowur, and
ane person of five” Lord | abentia’s Trav. wol. 111. p. 160,

VOL. V. H
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cusp.  Here we terminated our investigation, as far

.._...I.,I,.'_; as it related to Bruce’s account of Abyssinia; and
the result of it left a conviction upon our minds,
not only of the general fidelity of that author,
but that no other book of travels, published so
long after the events took place which he has
related, and exposed to a similar trial, would
have met with equal testimony of its truth and
accuracy '.

(1) In the interesting memoir of Mr, Sali's Journey in Alyssinia, as
published by Lord Falenfua, its aunthor has assailed the veracity of
Bruce, in a manner which may be lamented by those who hold Mr.
Salt’s Narrative, in the highest estimation : and for this reason; that,
with an evident disposition to dispute the correctness of Bruce’s re-
preseﬁtntion, no writer has contributed more effectually to the esta-
blishment of Bruce's credit. Mr..Salt speaks in the most positive terms
of the accurucy with which Bruce has detailed his historical irforma-
tn. (See Lord Flalentia's Travels, vol 111, pp. 163.209. &c.§c. Lond.
1209.) He also mentions the astonishment of the natives at his own
knowledge of their history : (Ibid. p. 227.) and, above all, that he was
considered by them as a superior being, when he exhibited Bruce's
drawings of Gondar. (Ibid.) In many other instances he bsars ample
testimony to Bruce's aceuracy. (See vol. 1. p. 460. 480, &e.5 bol. I11.
Pp-163.211.217. See also the instances adduced in the Edinb. Encyelop.
vol.V. Purt] pp.9,10.) When to all this is added the evidence afforded
by the celebrated Browne (See Prefuce to his Travels), in support of
the few facts which are questioned by Mr. Sait, and the opinion given
of his work by the Commander-in-chief of the Brifisk army sent from
India by the Red Sea, as before alluded to, we may surely consider
the writings of this illustrious traveller to be piaced bryond the reach
of cavil: and we ought to agree with that profound scholar, (See
Vincent's Periptus of the Erythr. Sea, p. 93.) who, maintaining that
Bruce’s work ‘‘ bears throughout internal marks of veracity,” con-
sidered it to be a duiy * NOT TO TREAT WITH INGRATITUDE THOSE
WHO EXPLORE THE DESERT FOR OUR INFORMATION.'
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CHAP. III.
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Arabic Language, us spoken in Egypt— Dress of the
Women in Cairo—Slate of Socfe!y.—Houses— Gardens—
Ceremony of Ululation in honour of the Dead— Exagge-
rated Descriptions of the Country— Supposed Sacrifice
of a Virgin to the Nile — Book Market— Antient
Medals in circulation—Custom of the Arabs in passing
a Bridge — Appearance of Women in the Streets—
Enormities practised ly the Turks—Extortions—Dais-
covery of a curious Manuscript — Citadel — Pointed
Arches — Interesting Inscription — Mosaic Painting—
Present State of the Art—Joseph’s Well—Origin of the
Citadel—View from thé Ramparts.

ANY Englishman hearing a party of Egyptian cuav.

. . - - IIl.
Arabs in conversation, and being ignorant of :

their language, would suppose they were quar-
H 2
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relling. The Arabic, as spoken by Arals, is more
guttural even than the FPelsh; but the dialect
of Egypt appeared to us to be particularly harsh.
It is always spoken with a vehemence of ges-
ticulation, and loudness of tone, which is quite
a contrast to the stately sedate manner of
speaking among the Turks: we were con-
stantlv impressed with a notion that the Arats,
in conversation, were quarrelling. More than
once we ordered the interpreter to interfere,
and to pacify them; when it appeared that
we were mistaken, and that nothing was
further from their feelings, at the time, than
anger. The effect is not so unpleasing to the
ear, when Aral women converse ; although the
gesticulation be nearly the same. Signor
Rosetti*, whose hospitality to strangers has been
celebrated by every traveller in Egypt during
nearly half a century, introduced us to a Pene-
t:an family, of the name of Pini®, in which there
were many beautiful young women, and with

(1) Mr. Bruce meotions him (7vav. vel. I. p. 30. Edinb. 1790.) under
the name of ‘‘ Carlo Rosetts, a Fenetian merchant, & ysang man of
capacily and trigue.” Bruce was in Calro in the beginning of July,
1768. Signor Rosetty told us he well remembered Bruce, and enter-
tained no doubt as to the truth of the narrative which he published
concerniog his travels.

(2) ““ There is also at Cairo a Venetian Consul, and a house of that
nation called Piny, all excellent people.” Bruce’s Tvav. vol.I. p. 96.
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whom we had frequent opportunity of hearing CHAR,

the Arabic, as spoken by the most polished \..-.-—a

females of the city. The dress of those young Dress of
theWomen

ladies was much more elegant than any female in cairo.

costume we had before observed in the East,

and it was entirely borrowed from the Antients.

A zone placed immediately below the bosom

served to confine a louse robe, open in front, so

as to display a pair of rich pantaloons. The

feet were covered with embroidered slippers,

but the ankle and instep were naked; and round

the lower part of the leg, above the ankle, they

wore cinctures of massive gold, resembling the

golden cincture discovered in a tomb near the

Cimmerian Bosporus, and represented in a former

part of this work®. .

Denon speaks of the pleasurable sensations State of
daily excited by the delicious temperature of
Cairo, causing Europeans, who arrive with the
intention of spending a few months in the place,
to remain during the rest of their lives, without
ever persuading themselves to leave it. Few
persons, however, with whom we associated,
were disposed to acquiesce in the opinion
of this very amiablc writer. Those who are

(3) See Vol.1I. Chap.1l. p.72. Octavo edition.
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CHAP. desirous of uninterrupted repose, or who are
‘= able to endure the invariable dulness which pre-
vails in every society to which strangers are ad-
mitted, may, perhaps, tolerate, without murmur-
ing, a short residence in the midst of this dull
and dirty citv. The effect, whether it be of
climate, or of education, or of government, is
the same among all the settlers in Egypt, ex-
cept the Arals; namely, a disposition to exist
without exertion of any kind; to pass whole
days upon beds and cushions; smoking, and
counting beads. This is what Maillet termed
Le vrai génie Egyptienne’; aud that it raay be
acquired by residing among the native inha-
bitants of Cuiro, is evident from the appearance
ethibited by Europeans who have passed some

years in the city.

Upon our first coming, we had no other place
of lodging than what our djerm afforded. This
was stationed, during the day, at Bulic, and it
was guarded by our faithful Arals. Every
night these men moved our vessel over to the
Isle of Rhouda, and anchored close to the camp
of the Indian army, with a view to avoid the

(1) Déscription de I’ Egypte, tom. I1, p. 220. & la Haye, 1740.
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mice, flies, vermin, and dust, which infested us

103

CHAP
III.

from the quay, and prevented our rest. Butf, e

after a short time, we procured a large house,
which had been inhabited by French officers, in
a very populous part of the city, near to the
residence of Signor Rosetti. This greatly in-
creased our facility of seeing the city, and of
observing the manners of its inhabitants.

The best houses in Cairo correspoud with the
description given in a former part of this work,
of the palace of an Armenian merchant, at Nicotia
m Cyprus®. The taste shewn in decorating their
apartments is of the kind ,called Arabesgue:
this, although early introduced into England
from the East, is not Saracenical, but Egyptiand.
It is a style which the Greeks themselves
adopted ; and it was received amoungst the
Romans in the time of Augustus. Where the
windows are glazed, which more frequently
exhibit an open lattice-work, they are orna-
mented with coloured glass; representing land-
scapes and animals, particularly the lion, which
seemed to be a favourite subject in works of

(2) See Part 11, Sect. 1| Chap xi. of thesc Travels.
(3) See the observations of Denon, T'rav.m Egypt, vol. 1, p 811,
Lond. 1803.

Hou~es.
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this sort. No writer has paid any attention to

‘= the origin of the painted glass in Cairo; yct the

Gardens

Ceremony

of Ulula-

twn in ho-
nour of the
Drad.

glaziers of this city scem to have preserved an
art, which is supposed to be imperfectly known
in Europe. From the open terraces in many
of the principal houses, and from the flat roofs
common to all of them, the view is cxtended
over the numerous gardens of the city. But
every thing is disfigured, and rendered uncom-
fortable, by dust: all the foliage of tie trces 1s
covered with it; and the boasted vegetation of
Cairo, (instead of displaying that pleasing ver-
dure with which Furopean , and particularly
Englishmen, fill their imaginations, when reading
descriptions of a city crowded with groves and
gardens), rather exhibits the uninviting and uni-
form colour of the desert.

During the first evening after our removal to
our new habitation, we were serenaded by a
species of vocal melody, which we had never
heard before. It commenced about sun-set;
and was continued, with little intermission, not
ouly throughout the night, but during many suc-
ceeding nights and days. We were first doubt-
ful whether the sounds we heard were expres-
sions of joy or of lamentation. A sort of chorus,
interrupted by screams, yet regulated by the
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beating of tambourines, now swelling upon the crlil'_}p.
ear, nOW cxpiring in cadences, was repeated « _
continually ; and as often as it seemed to cease,
we heard it again renewed with iucreased ve-
hemence. Having inquired the cause, we were
told that this howling was nothing more than the
usual ceremony of lamentation for a deceased
person, performed by female mourners hired
for the occasion. This remaining example of
the Uluwlation of the Antients, it may be sup-
pused, was not suffered to pass without further
notice. We sent our interpreter to the house
whence the sounds proceeded, desiring him to
pay particular attention to the words used by
the performers in this plaintive chorus. He
told us, upon his return, that we migh% haye
the same ccremony repeated In our apartinents:
that the singers were women, hired to sing and
to lament in this manner; the wealthier the
tamily, the more numerous were the persons
hired, and, of course, the louder the lamenta-
tions: that those female singers exhibited the
most frichtful distortions ; having their hair
dishevelled, their clothes torn, and their fea-
tures disfigured with paint and dirt: that they
were relieved at intervals by other women simi-
larly employed ; and thus the ceremony may be
continued for any iength of time. A principal
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©uHAP. partof their art consists in mingling with their

I

\empamr Ululation such affecting expressions of praise

and pity, such a pathetic narrative of the em-
ployments, possessions, and characteristics of
the deceased, and such inquiry as to his reasons
for leaving those whom he professed to love
during life, as may excite the tears and sighs of
the relations and friends collected about the
corpse. It is therefore evident, that this cus-
tom, like the caoiNEaDH of the Irish', and the
funeral cry of other nations®, are remains of

(1) ,See anaccount of the Ceremony of Ululation among the Irish,
as taken from the Traosacudons of the Royal dro/ Academy, i Iir.
Adam (larke's Edition of *‘ Harmer's Observations,’” wvol. Il1. p. 40.
Iﬁzd. "#08. Among other expressions used by the Jruya mouiuers,
they coutinually repeat the words ' Urravroo! ULLaLoo! Wiy DIDsT
THOU DIE?"=‘‘ The Ullaloo of the Jrush,” says the learned Editor of
Hurmer’s work, ‘' is the same, both in sense and sound, with the ‘dJJ
oplooieh of the Arabians, the wiulo of the Romans, the aeile of tltm
Greeks, and the b yalal of the Hebrews.”

(2) The custom seems to bave been universal; for it bas been ob-
served among the descendants of the three great families; the Arabd,
the TaMar, aud the Goth. The Arab, as here related. The Tahtar,
a» in Russia. (See Olearius, hbd. iii. p. 143. Lond. 1662.) The Goth,
Gete, or Greeks, as we learn from Homer. It prevails, also, among
the dlbanjans; and is found even among the Greenlanders, and in
Abyssima. *‘ The women coutinue their weeping aud lamentation,
Their howl is all in one tone ; as if an instrument were to play a tre-
mulous fifth downwards, through all the semitones. Now and then
they pause alittle," See Crantz's History of Greenland, vol.1. p. 239,
Lond. 1767. Bee also Salt's Travels, aud Part ). of thess Travels,
».351. Bvo. edut. for an account of the same custom in Russig,
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ceremonies practised in honour of the dead in CHAF
almost every country of the earth: they are the ‘s’
same that Fomer describes at the death of
Hector®; and they are frequently alluded to in

the Sacred Scriptures*:—¢ CaLL For THE MOURN-

ING WOMEN, THAT THEY MAY (OMEj} AND SEND FOR
CUNNING WOMEN, THAT THEY MAY C(OME: AND LET

THEM MAKE HASTE, A~D TAKE UP A WAILING FOR

US, THAT OUR EYES MAY RUN pOWN WITH TEARS, AND

OUR EYELIDS GUSH OUT WITH WATERS.”

As one writer of travels has copied anotiir, Liagge.

.. : ited De-
the same exaggerated descriptions have been .cnptions

continually given of the luxuries of Egypt, during gouery.
the inundation of the Nile. That its gardeéns,
from the novelty of the plants found in them,
are sometimes pleasing to the eye of a European,
may be admitted; and it has been before ac-
knowledged, that the plantations adorning the
sides of the canal may for a short time render a

stranger unmindful of the filth and wretchedness

( 3) I'Ia.‘i ¥ tirmy gadevs,
Oprivary ifapy ovs, oiTs evorirarmy doidny

Ol piv d¢' itgrvies, imi 3 crirdyorre yurainis.

‘¢ Juxtaque collecArunt cantores
Luctds principes. n flehile carmen,
Hi quidem lamentabantur : insuperque gemebant mulieres."
Homeri HNiedos, lib, xxiv. p.425. Ed. Spond. Basil. 1606,
(4) Jer. ix. 17,18, Sece also 2 Chron. xxxv. 25. Judges xi. 39, 40.
Amos v, 16. also Mark v. 38. &c. &c.
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of the city. But the boasted lakes, or rather
mud-pools, into which the waters of the river
arc received, particularly the famous Fsbequir
Rirket', would certainly be considered nuisances
in any part of the civilized world. The dam
of the canal had been cut about three days,
when we arrived ; and every one was still
telling of the rejoicings and ceremonies which
that event had occasioned. These have been
all so fully described, that it would be useless
to rencw the subject. Some of our officers saw
the pillar, or statue, of mud, which is raised
every vear between the dyke of the canal and
the Nile, called Anes, or The Bride®, and which
is afterwards carricd away by the current, vhen
the water from the river is sutfered to fall into
the canal. This curious custom is said to have

(1) It 15 quite amusing to read some of the accounts published of
this place, and to contrast them with the real appearavce. *‘ Rien
w'est plus agréable que dz von un lerremn, qui pendant hutt mous de
lannée est un prodigieur bassin rempl d'eau, devenu pendant les quatre
autres un jardin nant et perpétuc!,”  Déscript. de I'Cgypte par
Mallet, tom. . p 263. a la Haye, 1740. The same author speaks of
the houses ernamenting the sides of thns lake; whereas Jlenon observes,
““ the less the houses were visible, the more they would piease.”” Trav.in
Egypt. vol. 1. p. 105. Lend. 1803. In fact, nuthing can be more
wretched than either the one or the other; the filthy pool called a
lake ; or the Aovels, described by many asuthiors as stalely and elegant
buddings.

() See Niebwkr's Travels, vol. 1. p. 69. Edinb. }793.
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given rise to the fabulous story of the annual CHAP.

HI.

sacrifice of a virgin to the NiLE®.  Niebuhr e

says, however, that the pillar of earth serves as
a sort of Nilometer, for the use of the common
people; and this is probably the only use for
which it was ever intended. We entered the
canal, in our djerm, about noon, on the fifteenth
of August; and after muking the tour of nearly
the whole city, by means of the canal, and a

(3) See Aebuhr's Travels, vol. 1. p. 69. See al.o De Tott, vol. 1.
p 243. Lond. 1775  De Tott cays, the anuent Egyplians called the
sacrifice Arrousser, The New Bride. This name, he observes, is still
preserved 1o the more humamized ceremony. Aforer: (Duct. Hust.
fom.VII. p.1041 Parw, 1759) thus speaks of the sacrifice, as having
really existed: *‘ Les Egyptiens rdoldtres s''maginowent que leur dien
Serapis ctont Uauteur de ce débordement merievlenr du Nu: ansi
lorsqu'il retardait, sls lur sacryfiowent unc fille, &c. Cette larbare dévo-
twn fidt abohe, disent les hustoriens Arabes, par le Caltfe Omar.” Nei-
ther Morer:, however, nor any other author by whom this circum-
stauce 1s related, mentions his authority for the fact. Mlentelle
(Geogr. Anc. tom. 11. p 441. Pais, 1783) alludes to the same cus-
tom. The whole story seemns to be founded upon a passage in the
writings of Murtad:, an Araban, who gave a legendary account of the
““ Wonders of Egypt,” which is nevertheless mentioned in terms of
commendation by Gibben (Chap. li. Note 128. Hust. §¢.) This work
was composed 1n the 14th century, and was afterwards translated by
Pateer at Parus, 1666.—Mus tad: affirms that the annual sacrifice of a
virgin was abolished by the Caliph Omar. But human sacrifices were
pever tolerated by the antient Egyptians. Herodotus reproaches the
Greeks with having entertmned a contrary opmion (Esterpe, c. 45.
p. 106. ed Gromov. L. Bat. 1715); and 1. 18 less probable that such
sacrifices were suffered to take place at the time of Omar’s conquest,
when the (' istiams were in possession of Egypt.

(4) Niwebuhr, vol. 1. p. 69.
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chap, series of dykes filled with the muddy water of
\___m,_' , the river, we at last entered the Esbequir Lake,
or Birket il Ezlequie, at six o'clock r.m. Having
crossed this piece of water, wz landed, and
went to the house we had hired; observing
everywhere the same wretched appearances of
dirt and degradation. The inhabitants, rejoicing
in the expulsion of the French, and enjoying
the festivity of the season, were carousing by
the sides of the numerous channels then filled
with the muddy and stagnant water of the
Nile. Some degree of danger, too, might be
apprehended from the turbulent mirth of Turkish
soldiers, who where firing oft their topha:kes in
all directions; otherwise the sight of so many
cheerful groupes afforded a more pleasiug spee-
tacle, than either the buildings of the city, or
its boasted canal. But how Europeans, de-
scribing Cawro, can call any thing magnificent
which 1s surpassed even by the poorest parts of
Venice, 18 really surprising. To read some of
the accounts which have been published of this
city', one might believe that they were derived

e — e —_——

(1) “ Cerie GRANDE ET [LLUSTRE VILLE," says Pawsled, (p.117.
Nowvelle Relatwn d'un Voyage en Egypte. Paris, 1677.) * ELik psT
SITUEE DANS UNE PLAINE LA FLLS DELICIEUSB DU monpz.” ([hd.
p I%0)
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from the pompous descriptions of Arabian CHAR.
writers; who, having never seen any thing finer
than Cuairo, speak of it as the “ Wonder of the

world,” the ‘ Delight of the imagination,” ““the

Great among the great,” the Holy City®.  Id fact,

it may be said of Cuiro, as of Egypt in general,

that it has always been the subject of amplifica-

tion, from the carliest periods of its history®.

"We often visited the book-market, and observed Book
nothing more remarkable than the number of M**
beautiful manuscripts constantly offered for
sale*. We purchased many of these manuscripts.
Writings of any celebrity bear very high prices,
especially famous works in ‘History, Astronomy,
Geography, and Natural History. The Mama-
lubes are more fond of reading than the Turks;

and some of their libraries, in Carro, contained
volumes valued at immense prices. The French

(2) See Denon's Trav. vol. I. p. 103. Lond. 1803,

(3) ““ I pever saw a place I liked worse, nor which afforded less
pleasure or instruction, than Caire; nour antiquities which less an-
swered their descriptions.”  Bruce’s Travels, wvol. 1. p, 33. Edinb.
1790. ;

(4) A Catalogve, published in the Appendir to the First Section of
this Part of our Travels, will serve v render the great variety of
works in Orwental literature, which are upon daily sale in the cities of
the East, more known than it has hitherto been. See Vol. I1I. Ap-
pendis, No, LII, Octavo edition.
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CHAP. had been so often guilty of plunder, that the
ey booksellers, and other tradesmen, had for some
timc concealed their most valuable property.
The best manuscripts were, thevefore, only
beginning to be exposed for sale. During our
nquiry after a complete copy of the * Arabian
Nights,” a bookseller said he knew where to find
a copy of this work; but that its owner had
carefully concealed it, through fear of the French.
The title of thisx compilation, in Aralic, is pro-
nounced, by the dealers in Cairo, Alf Leela o
Lila. To our great satisfaction, this manuscript,
or rather collection of manuscripts, was brought
to us, in four quarto cases, containing One
hundred and seventy-two Tales, separated into
One thousand and one portions, for recital during
the same number of Nights. Each case con-
tained about fifty numbers, sewed up like so
many loose manuscript sermons. The whole
was fairly written; and the price set upon it
amounted only to the moderate sum of one
hundred piastres, (about seven pounds English,)
according to the state of exchange at that time.
We bought it; and its lamentable fate has

been before related'. This may be the more

(1) See Preface to Vol. Ill. p. xxv. Note (2). Octavo edition.
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regretled, because many of the tales® related to Cl'iﬂ’-
Syrian and to Egyptian customs and traditions, «—
and have not been found in any other copy of

the same work.

A few cursory observations may now be in-
troduced, as they were made, and as the author
finds them occurring in hus journal. Who would
have believed that antient Roman coins were Antient
still in circulation in any part of the world? yet i
this is strictly true. We noticed Koman copper
medals in Cairo given in exchange in the markets
among the coins of the country, and valued at
something less than our hajfpenny. What is
more remarkable, we obtained some of the large
bronze medals of the Prolemies, circulating at
higher value, but in the same manner. The
manufacture of silk and cotton handkerchiefs
had been taught to the inhabitants by the French.
Such handkerchiefs were then selling for seven
shillings £nglish each; and 1t was in buying these
that we first noticed the circulation of the antient
among the modern money of Egypt. The Arabs, cugom of
who generally sing during labour, use an antient ¢ 4ra’s

in passing

Helrew invocation of the Deity while they are @ Biidge.

(2) See the List given iu No. IV. of the dppendir to Vol. lIl. of
these Travels.

VOL. V. [
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passiug, in their boats, beneath a bridge; calling
out Flor! Eim! (pronounced Erour!) in a plain-
tive tone of incantation'. The females of Catro
are often seen, in the public streets, riding upon
asses and upon mules: they sit in the mascu-
line attitude, like the women of Naples and
other parts of Italy. Their dress consists of a
hood, and cloak, extending to tne feet, with a
stripe of white calico in front, concealing the
face and breast, but having two small holes for
the eyes. In this disguise, if any man were to
meet his own wife, or his sister, he would not
be able to recognise her, unless she were to
speak to him; and this is seldom done, because
the suspicious Moslems, observing such an inter-
course, might suppose an intrigue to be going
on; in which case they would put one, if not
both of them, to death. The Turks had com-
mitted great enormities in Cairo, from the first
moment of their arrival, after the capture of the
city. If they found an unfortunate female, of
whatsoever rank, who had admitted the em-
braces of a Frenchman, or of any other Christian,
they put her to death, without the smallest

(1) See Genersis xxxiii. 20.; also Mark xv. 24. who uses the Syro-
Chaldmck dialect of the flebrew, as it was in use in the time of our
Saviour; Elbi for Eh,
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compunction. A young man who lived in the CHAP,
same house with us, was wounded by a musket- _ -
ball on the day of our arrival. He had
been looking from the terrace at some Turks
below, when one of them fired off his piece, and
shot him. The only excuse made was, that
they mistook him for a Frenchman. In like
manner they strangled a Christian in one of the
public baths; offering the same apology for the
act they had committed. Notwithstanding the
circumstance of the city's being at that time
carrisoned by our troops, it was not safe to
venture alone into the streets. We were riding
one day with a priest of the, Propaganda ino-
nastery, being mounted upon asses; when
suddenly a party of Bostanghies, belonging to @
Turk of distinction, and running before his horse,
ordered us to descend until the grandec had
passed. This we positively refused to do;
upon which, not daring to meddle with us, they
vented all their rage upon the poor priest, whom
they dragged from his ass, and chastised with
their white wands in our presence. Complaint
was accordingly made to the officers of the
garrison, and to the F2zir; and a promise was
obtained from the Zurks of better behaviour in
future; upon which, however, little reliance

could be placed. The English had a very small
12
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CHAP. force, at this time, in Cairo; and it was deemed
II. :

‘w—me prudent not to exasperate a fanatical mob, by
any violation of their pride or their prejudices,
when it could be avoided. The events that
took place afterwards, in Egypt, fully justified
this precaution. Nevertheless, orders had been
issued, that no Englishman should be compelled
to descend and humble himself before a Moslem,
which caused us to offer the resistance we hdd
made.

Soon after this adventure, descending from
our housc to a part of the canal where our
djerm was statienced, intending to make an
excursion upon the water, we found the vessel
completely filled by a party of dastardly Turks;
who had expelled the worthy Reis, to whom the
boat belonged, together with his crew, and
had taken full possession of her, for their own
use. These grave personages were seated,
quite at their ease, with their tobacco-pipes
kindled ; and were moving off in great state, as
we arrived. There was not much time to be
lost in any idle parley; so we all leaped, from
the side of the canal, into the midst of the self-
constituted divdn, whose members instantly sur-
rendered, with great seeming humility, and,
being landed, scampered off with more speed
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and less composure than usually characterizes
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Turks in their deportment. The matter, how-

ever, did not end here. ~Watching the oppor-
tunity when our good Reis was‘again left alone
to the guardianship of his djerm, they bound
him hand and foot, and carried him to a house
in the neighbourhood, where they bastinadoed
him most unmercifully, by way of wreaking
their vengcance upon us, for the indignity they
had experienced; nor could we ever bring the
offenders to justice, or obtain, for the person
they had thus injured, the slightest redress.
Such was the state of affairs in Grand Cairo, at
the time the /ngiish were In possession of. the
city. It may be easily imagined, therefore, what
the situation of its Christian inhabitants must
be, when all things are left to the discretion of
its Mohammedan masters.

The extortions practised upon the inhabitants
exceed all credibility. The French, at one time,
levied a contribution of ten millions of piastres;
and of this sum a single merchant paid fifty
thousand dollars. The same person, upon the
subsequent arrival of the Grand Fizir with his
army, was compelled to pay the enormous sum
of three hundred and sixty thousand dollars.

Extortions.
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CHAP. Nenther Buonaparte nor Kleler cistressed the

\_.::_l;_, people of Carro, by their extorticns, so much
as did Menou; who, i the latter part of his
tyrannical govc'rnmunt, omitted no measures
whereby he might plunder the inhabitants of
their property. Nothing was too mean for his
avarice; nothing vast enough for his rapacity.
In addition to all the privations and horrors the
citizens had endured, the plague spread its
ravages to every corner of the city, and thirty-
two thousand persons, in one year, became its
victims. A disorder, not less fatal than the
plague, (the dysentery,) begins to prevail when
the plague retires: but this principally atiacks
strangers. Colonel Stewart’s regiment, quirtered
at Djiza, near the Pyramids, was reduced by
this complaint, in one month, from three
hundred men to seventy. The Colonel was
lodged in the palace of Murad Bey. Of this edi-
fice it 1s difficult to give an 1dea by description:
it contained barracks capable of quartering sixty
thousand men, including a very great proportion
of cavalry; together with a cannon-foundry,
and every thing necessary for the immense
system of warfare carried on by that prince,
who rivalled in wealth and power the antient
sovereigns of Egypt.
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Upon the nineteenth of August, our friend
Mr. Hammer breakfasted with us, and brought
with him a valuable 4rebic manuscript, pre-
sented to him by the Consul Rosetti, of very
diminutive size, but most exquisitely written.
The translation of it, by Mr. Hammer, has since
been published in England; and this work,
although hitherto little regarded by the public,
merits particular notice. It professes to explain
the hieroglvphics, and many antient alphabets;
giving, moreover, an account of the Egyptian
priests, their classes, initiation, and sacrifices'.
It illustrates the origin of placing embalmed
birds in the catacombs of Saccdra; a circpm-
stance that will be again alludeéd to, in describing
those subterraneous repositories.

We then set out for the Cimdel. After the
numerous accounts published of this place, it

(1) Por this publication, the world is indebted to the munificent
patronage of Earl Spencer and of Sir Josgph Banks, at whose expense,
principally, the undertaking toock place; also to the literary care of
Dr. C. W ukins, Labrarian Lo the Fast-India Company. (See the ac-
cound guwven of i in the Naval Chromicle, vol. XXIIL. p.392.) The title
is as follows * “‘ Antient Aiphabets and Hievoglyphie Characters explained ;
with an Account of the Egyptian Priests, their Classes, Initiation, and
Sacrifices, in the Arabic Language, by AuMap Biy ABUBEKR Bin
Wanntit; and m English, by Josern HHawmL», Seeretary to the Imperial
t dustrian) Legaton of Constontinople. London. Niwoll, Pall-Mgll,
1806."
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were useless to write a particular description
of it'. The most interesting parts of it to an
English traveller, as connected with the history
of the architecture of his country, are the
splendid remains of buildings crected by the
antient Caliphs of Egypt, particularly the edifice
vulgarly called ¢ Joseph’s Palace,” built by Sultan
Salah ed din, or Saladine, whose name was
Joseph®. Here we beheld those pointed arches
which, although constructed soon after the
middle of the twelfth century, by a fanatic
Mloslem?®, (now ranked among the Mohemmedan
Saints, for his rigid adherence to all the pre-
judices of /s/am*)\ certain English antiquaries

113 ' Aluft, and neere the top of the mountaine, against the south
end of the citie, stands the € astle, fonee the stately mansion of the
Mamaluck Sultans, and destroved by Selsmus) asceuded unto by vne
way opnely, and that hewne out of the rocke, which nising lessurely
w.th easie steps, and spacious distances, (though of a great height)
may be on horsebacke without difficulie mounted " Sandys’ Trarvels,
p. 122. Lond 1637 The reader mav be referred to Lord Fakafa's
Travels for the best account of the plare |, and, abuve all, for the ac-
curate and beautiful vicws of the buildings 1n 1t, which s Jordship
published, after Mr Sait’s devigas made upon the spot.  See vel [II.
P 3712. &c Lond 190). See also Niebuhr, vol. 1. p.53. Edm, 1792,

(2) Niebuhr, 1bud.

(3) ““In a fanatic age. himself a fanatic.””  Gibson, rol. X1, p.119.
Lond. 1807.

(4 ““All profane science was the object of his aversion.” Jbid.
p- 112,
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would fancifully attribute to the labours of
English workmen®

To add to the interest excited by the examina-
tion of Sultan Saladine's magnificent palace, Mr.

(5) See Miner on the Eccles. Architect. of England. Not that, by
the removal of this solitarv objection to the English arigin of the
ponted arch, any satifactory conclusion could be drawn, as to the
want of its existence elsewhere in the East  This kind of arch, ac-
cording to its very be't proportions, as defined bv the advocates for
its English origin, (Sec Muner, as above, p. 104, Notc *,! and as it
becvme fashionable 1n England between the end of the thirtecath and
the lalter part of the fifteenth century, is a peculiar characteristic of
the architecture of the Saracens in Egypt, in all their oldest build-
wgs.  {Sce the designs of Luigr Mayer, as published by Sir R.dnshe.)
It moreover exists 1n come of the sepulchres in Upper Egypt, and
amung the ruins of Taktar edifices, in the remote district of Madshary,
tetween the Kuma and Byralla rivers. See Pallas's Travels in the
South of Russia, vol. 1. Plates xii, and xii. and Pignette 6. See ulso
the remans of' the wame style of archuecture, Fragmens des Foyages,
Plxx. p.410. Berne, 1792, In the ‘' Foyages de Chardin,” tome
trosicme, are scveral views of the interior of different Peraan palaces,
of caravanserais, brulges, &c.  Each of these plates affords specimenr
of the pommted arch. There is a remarkable curve in all these arches.
A+ about two-thirds of the distance from the spring of the arch to its
summit, the curvature becomes convex to the interior of the arch.
The same remark is applicable to some pointed arches in the elevation
and section of a sepnlchral monument at AMossiof- Kunt, on the river
Podkumn, at the foot of Caucasus, as given in Pallas's Travels, Plate
xiv. This curious circumstance of the convex curvature, between the
spring of the arch and its vertex, is not, however, peculiar to the
pointed arch in the Fast- it is found in buildings crected in the be-
ginning of the fifteentA century in England. An instance occurs in
the arched niches, for the reception of iniages, above the altar of an

old church of the Hciy Trinity, now the Rectory church, at Harlton in
Camimdgesiure.
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Hammer had the satisfaction to discover, among
many Arabic inscriptions yet remaining in the
great hall of the building, one in excellent
preservation, and in large characters, which he
copied, with this legend ;

SALAHEDDIN, DESTROYER OF INFIDELS AND
HEATHENS:

so that the orgin of the building and its date,
which before rested, in great measure, on tra-
dition, is thereby established. Had it not been
for these inscriptions, it might have been consi-
dered as of higher antiquity than the age of
Saladine; for, In many respects, it reserables
editices erected in the age of Justintan; and
particularly in the profusion of Mosaic painting,
whereby 1ts stately ceilings and walls are
ornamented. We collected specimens of this
Mosaic. The French, who made use of the
building as an hospital, had torn 1t down, in
many places, during their residence here, and
scattered it among the rubbish. It corre-
sponded, in a remarkable manner, both by the
nature of its composition, and by the style of
the workmanship, with the Afosaic ornaments of
St. Sophia at Constantinople; containing the same
gilded and coloured fritta, imbedded in fine mor-
tar, as white as snow. The principal remains
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of Mosaic painting were in a room opposite t0 CHAP.
the great hall; and the objects so represented, _ I
were castles, houses, trees, gardens, fruit,
flowers, and animals. Among the different
substances used for this kind of work, we ob-
served pieces of the shell called Mother of Pearl :
this may be considered, perhaps, peculiar to
the Mosaic of the age of Saladine; as it does not
appear among the tesserated pavements of the
Antients, nor in the Mosaic of St. Sophia. The
materials of antient Mosaic generally consisted
of small picces of variously coloured giass:
although, in some parts of St. Sophia, the tessera
are of marble of different hues. The cugious
art of painting in Mosaic éxisted in a very
remote period. Several writers maintain that
it was derived originally from Persia'; in pmz)f
of this, they cite the first chapter of the book
of Esther, where it is said of the palace of
Ahasuerus®, that ‘“‘the beds were of gold and
s lver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and
white, and black marble.”  Piliny, however,
attributes the invention to the Greeks’. Works

(11 See Winkelmann, Hist. de 'Art, tom Il p. 157.  Pares, An 2 de
1a République.

(2) C. 1. v.6.

(3) *‘ Pavimenta origivem apud Grwcos habent elaboratA arte,
picturx ratione, domec lithostrota expulére eam.” Plin. Hist. Nat.
Iib. xxxvi. . 35, L. Bat, 172,
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in Mosaic were by the Greeks appropriated to
the pavement of their temples and dwellings.
Many of the floors in the houscs at Pompeii
have this kind of covering. It was in a later
age that the same sort of ornament was used
for the facing of walls, and fo- coating the
interior of domes and vaulted buildings'. In
process of time, tables were thus constructed,
which, being fixed in marble frames, might be
moved without loosening the tessere. Cele-
brated pictures in Mosaic, the work of Grecian
artists, existed among the Romans®. This ad-
mirable invention, capable of giving perpetuity
to works in painting, has survived the downfall
of letters; but it has never been practised
beyond the Aips: 1t still exists in ltaly, where
it has been carried to a degree of perfection
unknown in any former age. The finest works
of Raphael, and of other great masters, have

D ——— T S —— —— - = = - —

(1) *“ Pulsa deinde ex humo pavimenta; in cameras transiire, &
vitro . movitium et hoc 1oventum.” (Thd.) *‘ Ensuite elle a servi 2
revitir les voltes des bitimens.” /#Fmkelmann, Hutl. de I Art, ula

supra, p. 153.

(2) Witness the celebrated work of Sosus of Pergamus, mentioned
by Plny, (lib.xxxvi. ¢. 25.) of The Dove drinking out of a Vase of
Water, found in Adrian’« Villa at Twoli, and lately preserved in the
Capitol at Rome, the celebrated works of Diwscorides of Samoas, found
tn Herculaneum ; and the famous Mosasc of Palestrnina. Sec W wkel-
mann, &b.1v. c.8. sect. 47. also lib. vi, c.7. sect. 18, &c.
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been thus copied; and these copies may defy
the attacks to which the originals were liable,
while they preserve all their perfections. Mi-
niature painting of the most exquisite colouring
has also been executed in the same manner; the
artist using vitrified tessere of different hues,
instead of liquid colours. The gilded tessere
which we procured from the Mosaic of Saladine’s
-palace, resembles, in size and appearance, those
of the Mosaics which invest the domes of
buildings in Rome, Ravenna, Milan, Venice, and
Constantinople; all of these were the works of
Grecian artists, as the inscriptions yet remaining
imply. Each tessera is a cube of glass, of the
size of our common playing dice, traversed by
thin film of gold, in such a manner that the gold
leaf docs not lie coating the exterior surface,
but appears through a vitrified superficies.

One of the marvels of Egypt, in former times,
was the fountain belonging to the Citadel, called
““Josepk’s I¥ell;” but since the country has been
accessible to enlightened travellers, it is no
longer considered as any thing extraordinary®

(3) Tt is not, in fact, the only work «{ the kind in the neighbour-
bood of Caire. The Consul Maulet found five other wells, of the same
nature, in the ruins of old Caire. *‘ J’en ai découvert cinqg a-peu-pres

semblables
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A regular descent, by steps, has been cut to i,
through the soft calcareous rock on which the
Citadel stands, to the depth of two hundred and
seventy-six teet.  The mouth of the well is
twenty-four feet in length, and eighteen in
breadth’. As an example of human labour,
Nietuhr considers it to bo not at all comparable
to the works of the antient /ndians, who have cut
whole pagodas in the very hardest rocks®’. Yet
it must be confessed that few similar designs
have ever been attempted; and if the skill
which has been shewn in conductmg the
excavation be taken into consideration, the
perfarations for admitting light all the way
down, and the general perfection of the work
stself, it may be compared rather to the labours
of the antient FEgyptians, than to any modern
undertaking.

Other parts of this Citadel afford reason to
believe that an establishment was made here

scmblables dans les ruines du vieux Caire, au pred des montagnes vers
lesquelles la ville s’¢levoit depuis les bords du Nil, par un cpéce d'en-
virun truis-quarts de heué. [ls sont de méme creusés dans le roc, et
d’une prefoudeur étonnante ' Déscrypt. de ' Egyple, tom 1, p. 269.
« la Haye, 17440.

‘i, Nordrn's Travels, vol.l. p.65 Lomd.1757.

02) Niebuhr's Travels, vol. 1. p 59, Edinb. 1792.
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long before the time of the Saracen Caliphs. cCuaP.
Not to insist upon the appearance of hieroglyphic alll

inscriptions mentioned by Paul Lucas®, and
which perhaps belonged to the remains of
edifices brought hither as building materials;
yet, from the size of some of the stones upon
which a modern superstructure has been raised,
as well as from thc conformity of its general
appearance, as an Acropolis, to the plans of the
most antient cities, it may be inferred that a
citadel existed here before any Saracen settle-
ment had taken place in this part of Egypt.

The subject seems to merit more attention
than it has yet received. _Abdol Caliph, in his
History of Egypt*, ascribes both the Well and
the Custlc to Saladine®; but Skaw, who mentions
this circumstance, says, 1t was the restoration
of the Citadel, rather than its construction, which
should be ascribed to Sarapixe. Savary,
upon the authority of an 4ralian writer, main-
tains that the origin of the city and castle of
Cairo must be ascribed to the Saracens®. Yet,

{a) ¢ J'apper¢ds méme, sur quelques-uns de ces pierres, plusienrs
cavactdres Aibroglyphiques qui sont de la premiere antiquité.” Foyage
du Pawl Lucas, tom.1l. p. 126. Amst. 17.4.

(4) P.85. See Shaw's Travels, vol. IL. p. 265. Lond. 1757.

(5 Salak Oddin Joseph Eba Job, as written by Shaw.

(6) Lettres sur I'Egypte, tom 1. p.84. Paris, 1780,
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notwithstanding Savary’s Oriental researches,
the Citadel of Caitro may stand upon the spot
once occupied by the Acropolis of the Egyptian
Balylon - this opinion, maintained by Shaw n
opposition to Pococke, who assigred a difterent
position for the Balylonian fortress', is further
confirmed by the style of the work used in the
structure; by the skill manifested in hewing
the rock upon which it stands, for the way up
to 1t; for the well; and for other purposes.
Pococke affirmed that the hill itself secmed to
have been separated, by art®, from the castern
extremity of Mount AMokatam; and this name,
according to Shaw?, signifies *“ a mountain hewn,
or cut through.” Such immense labour is more
eharacteristic of an Assyrian colony, than of the
Aratians, in any period of their history: and
that such a settlement was actually made many
ages before the conquest of Egypt by the Aral..
is clear from the evidence of Diodorus Siculus*,
of Strate®, and of Josephus®. But long before

(1) Oid Cairo seems to have succeeded to the town and fortress of
Babylom, which I imagine to have been on Mount Jehusi, at the south
end of Oid Caire.” Pococke's Descriptwn of the East, wvol. 1. p. 25.
Lond. 1743.

(2) Ibd. p. 3%

(3) Shaw's Travels, ub supra.

(4) IDnod. Sic. lib.i. p.52. Hamey. 1604.

(5) Strabom. Geog. lib. xvii. p. 1143, Ed. Oron. 1807.

(6) Jascphus de Antiq. Jud. lib. ii. c.15, Colon, 16Y1.
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the foundation, even of the Egyptian Balylon, an C!il!
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establishment had taken place npon the same

spot. The situation of the Ciradel of Cairo
corresponds with the locality of a city almost
as old as Memphis. The district in which it
stands was the Land of Goshen, or Rameses of
Scripture, assigned by Joseph unto his father
and his brethren, that they might be near to
the scat of the Egyptian kings’.  Their first
scttlement was in the same territory, at Ox?®,
the Berusnemesn of the Prophet Jeremiak®,
both of which names are rendered, in the Sep-
tuagint, Hevrororis™; but in their departure,
according to Josephus, they passed by the rins
of a city called Letopolis , upon the site of
which Camlyses afterwards crected the Egyptian
Balylon™.

(1) ““ And thou <halt be aear unto me, thou aud thy clildren’
Gren. xiv. 10.

(o Josephus uses the words b ‘HAIOTTIOAE]L, Aaty. hd n1 cap. 4.

(9) Jerem. xlin. 13

(10) "Hasorodis,

(11) So ealled from Awroi;, Lotoma Dea. It has been confounded
with Latgpalis. Sce the N ites to the Oxford edition of Strade, vol. I1.
p. 1143, Mizht not the annaal sacrifice of a Firgwn to the Nile, which
55 said by some authars to have bappered here, at the period of its
inundation, bave some reference to the my*hological history of the
persccution of Fatona bLiy the Serpent Python?

(12) Jeseph. Autiq. Lib. i1 cap. 15. (elon.

VOL. V. K
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Amongst all the sights which this extraordi-
nary country presents to the eyes of an
Europcan traveller, there is nothing more novel
than the view of objects beheld from the Citadel'.
A very considerable district, whether  the
spectator regard the Fast or the South, 15 dis-
tinguished by one uniform buff colour. Towards
the Noreh, this colour is opposed by the most.
vived green that imagination can conceive:
covering all the Defta.  Upon the JTest are
seen the Pyramids, reflecting the sun’s beams,
and as white as snow.  In order that the reader
may comprechend the exact situation of all that
is seen from hence, this Chapter may conclude
by a detail of the relative position of the different
objects, as they were observed by a mariner's,

(1) After the author™s return to England, he oiten endecvoured to
direct the atteation of some Panorama panter of Landen to this curi-
u spot; being comviaced that a more surprisiog subJect for that kind
of panting could not be bound 10 any other part of the world. Some
rears afterwards, a View of Cwire, pamted by Mr. Harker, after de-
sizns by Mr. Salt, was exhibited iu Leweester Fields  The effect, how-
erer, was defioent. The objects represented, and especially the
Pyramuds, were too diminutive ; the remarkable contrast of colour,
and the peculiar hues displayed by the original scene, were not pre-
served ; and the general cast of the scenery had too mueh the air of an
European landscape.  As a picture, considering the difficulty en-
countered by an artist in the representation of ascene he had never
belield, it was a work of great merit; but to delineate with™ fidelity
that which 15 ke morhing else, the artist must himself visit Egype.
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compass. This mode of description was fre- GHAE:
quently used by the celebrated Wheler, in the s
account he published of his Travels in Greece®;

and it will be occasionally adopted in the

remaining Chapters of this Section.

View from the CitapeL of Cairo.

FEast.

A very unusual and striking spectacle; all
the landscape being of a buff, or bright stone-
colour; and the numerous buildings in view
having the hue of the plains on which they
stand. In the distance is an and (lesért,
without a single mark of vcgetation. Nearer
to the cye appear immense heaps of sand, the
Otbelisk of Heliopolis, and the stately mosques,
minarets, and sepulchres, helonging to a Cametery
of the Caliphs in a suburb of Caro, called
Beladeensan; a place crowded with buildines of
a singular form’.

South Eust.

Hill and broken mounds, disposed, in vast
masses, with very great grandeur.

‘1) See Wheler's Travels, pp. 410, 442, 449, &e. ILond. 1682,
(3) See Plate 24. in the large Pans edition of Denon’s Travels.

K 2
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crl{IAIr. South.
—— A grand scene of desolation; the same buff

colour prevailing over every object. In the
fore-ground are the lofty quarrics of Mount
Mlokatam, with ruined castles, mould>ring domes,
and the remains of other edifices, above, below,
and stretching bencath the heights, far into the
plain. More distant, appear the mountains of
Upper Egypt, flanking the castern bank of the
Nile, and a wide misty view of the Said.

South West, and West.

Immediately beneath the eye is seen the
Agueduct, supported by arches, and extending
two miles in length, from the ANile to the Citadel;
together with mosgues, minarets; and immense
heaps of sand. But the grand object, viewed
in this direction, is the Nirr itself. At this
time, having attained its greatest elevation,
extendine over a wide surface, and flowing
with great rapidity, it appeared covered with
barges belongmg to the army, and the various
vessels of the country, spreading their enormous
sails on every part of it. The Ruins of Ol
Cuiro, the Island and groves of Rhouda, enrich
this fine prospect. Beyond the river appears
the town of Dyiza, amidst the most beautiful
groves of sycamore, fig, and palm trees; still
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morc remote, the Pyramids of Djiza and Sac-
cara; and, beyond these, the great Lilbyan

Descrt, extending to the utmost verge of the
visible horizon; a vast occan of sand.

North #West, and North.

The green plains of the Delta occupy all the
distant perspective in this direction, like so
many islands, covered with groves and gardens,
and adorned with white edifices; among these
the djerms, the canjas, and other beautiful boats
of the Nile, are seen sailing.

North East.

The whole City of Cairo, extending from we
North towards the North East, and surrounded,
in the latter direction, by heaps of sand. Im-
mediately bencath the spectator is scen a grand
and gloomy structure, called The Mosque of
Sultan Hassan, standing close to one of two

lakes, which appecar among the crowded build-
ings of the city.

Such is the surprising and highly diversified
view from the Citadel of GrRaxp Cairo. It will
not be too much to affirm of this extraordinary
prospect, that a scene more powerfully affecting
the mind, by the singularity of its association,
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cuAPl. is not elsewhere to be contemplated;—a pro-
;.:’___ tusion of Nature, amidst her most awful priva-
tion; a disciplined army encamped amidst law-
less banditti; Britsh pavilions, and Bedouin
tents; luxurious gardens, and barren deserts;
the pyramid and the mosque; the olelisk and the
ninaret; the sublimest monuments of human
industry. amidst mouldering reliques of Sara-

Cenic POWeT.



Entrance to the Amnis Trajanus, from the Nile,

CHAP. 1V.

IHHELIOPOLIS, AND TIE PYRAMIDS OF DIJIZA.

Passage alons the Canal—Visit to HeriopoLis—Mataréa
—Pillar of ON — Style of the Hieroglyphics —Intel-
ligence  concerning  them — théir  Archetypes — Crux
ansata—0s mcaning explained—Of the Hieralpha and
the Testudo—Other Symlols—Kircher—Ilistory of fhe
Obelisk — Mncrals of  the Arabian Desert — Doubtful
Origin of Egyptian Jasper— Petrifactions —Dates and
Corn—ALMens—Of the _1lleluia, and cry of lamenta-
tion—Voyage to the Py wamips—_Ippearance presented
by the principal Pyramid — Oljects seen from the
summit — Nature of the Limestone used in ils con-
struction — Extraneous Fossil descriled ly Strabo —
Mortar — Lalours of the French Army — Theft com-
milted by an Arsh—Vivit to the interior of the larger
Pyramid — Notions entertained of its vivlation — Its
passages — Observation at the Well — Examination of
some inferior Channels — Chamber of the Sepulchre—
The Soros—its dcm»lition attempted—The SpHINX—

i1t
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its surface found to be painted—Discovery of an antient
Inscription — Custom of painting antient Slalues —
Extroct _from Pauw.

Our house in Grand Catre stood in a principal
street, near the northern bank of the Canal; s0
that our djerm, being always at hand, served us,
like a gondvla at Fenice, nstead of a carriage;
and we frequently used it to visit the different
parts of the city accessible by canals.  Upon
the twenty-first of August, the inundation being
nearly at its height, we attempted a passage
by water to the utmost extremity of the .fmnis
Trajgnus', in the direction of the Birk el Hadjee,

Y1) The Khalig, or principal Canal of (aire, Lelieved Lo Ly the
TPAIANOZ NOTAMOZ of Ptalemy, (Fid. Geog. Lb.1v. c. 5 ) and called
also, by some writers, Fossa Tratava.  Savary, upon the authority of
Elmacia, an Arabie historian, attributes this work entirels to Omar,
and says it was Adrn, rather then Trgjan, who caused a canal to he
dug near Caino. | Leitres sur I Egyple, tom. L. p. 94. Paris, 1785.)
There is, Lowever, reason to believe that Omar’s wurk was merely a
restoration of the antient dske. It extends eastward of the Nile, to
the distance of twelve miles, and is terminated by the Pigrim's Lake.
Formerly it was continued to Hersspohs, upon the banks of the Ked
Sea. This undertaking was begun by Sesestru, carried on by Darwg,
aod finished by Plolemy Philadciphus. Its last restoration took place
in the year 614, under Caliph Omar. [ Strabon. Geog. hb. xvii. tom. |1.
p-1140. Edu. Oren, See alewthe Notes in the Oxford edition of Strabe)
The bistwry of this great undertaking, in its erigin, is thus related by
Play, who says the design was sbandoved through fear of inundating
Egypt with the waters of the Ren Sea.  ** Dancon portus, ex quo
natigabilem alveum perducerc in Nuum (qud parte ad Delia dictum

decurrit
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or Pilgrim's Lake, which was the first station of
the great Caravan, in its journey to Mecca. We
soon found our progress obstructed by the arch
of a bridge, which was so low, that our djerm
could not pass beneath it, and we were com-
pelled to return.
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The next day, having obtained horses and a Visitto
Janissary, we set out again, in the same direction,

by land, desirous of seeing the remains of
HevrioroLis, one of the most antient cities of
the world of which a vestige can now be traced.
More than eighteen hundred years ago, its ruins

- - m e ——— g — _—— . —

decurrit LX11 mall. pass. snlervallo, gquod inler flumen ¢t Rubrum mare
snterest) primus ommum Sesostris ALgyptr rex cogitanit: mox Dailus
Persarum : dcinde Plolemaus sequens: qui et durit fossam latitudine
pedum centum, altitudine triginta, wm lengitudinem xxxv11 mill. D pass.
wusque ud fontes amaros: ullra deterruit inundationis mefus, excelsiore
tribus cxbatts Rubro mari comperto, quam terva Lgupti” (Plin. Ilist.
Nat. &b. vy, cap. 29. tom. L. p.331. L. Bos. 1625.) According to the
passage which Savary has translated from ELMaciN, Omar's lieutenant,
Amrou, opened the commmunication between the Red Sea and the Alile
by means of this canal ; and a navigation, bearing the produce of
Egypt, actually commenced. “‘ Les bateaur partant de Fostat, porté-
rent dans la Mer de (ol:oum des denrées de I' Egypte.” (Voy. Lett. sur
P Egupte, tom. 1. p.96. Paris, 1785.) *‘Such,” says Savary, ‘“is the
ongiu of that famuus canal, which travellers, copying each other,
tave called Amnus Trajanus.” Be it remembered, however, that in
this number are Pocecke and Shaw; and with all deference to Savary's
great abilities, and to his predilection tur Arabic histories, it may be
presumed that nether of these writers was unscquainted with the
sources whence the French autbor derived bis information,
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attracted the regard of the most enlightened
travellers of Greece and Rome. Nearly thirty
years before the Christian wra they were visited
by Stralo; and his description of them proves
that the condition of this once famous seat
of science was almost as forlorn then as at the
present period. If, as Shaw has ingeniously
attempted to prove®, the accrction of soil, from
the annual inundation of the NivLr, “ have been
in a proportion of somewhat more than « foot in a
hundred years,” we might search for some of
the antiquities mentioncd by Stralo, at the
depth of six yards below the present snrface.
But svhen Pococ /e visited the place, he observed
the fragments of S;;lu'mws yet remaining, in the
aptient way leading to the eminence on wkich
the Temple of the Sun stood, between the prin-
cipal entrance to its area, and the southern side
of the obelisk standing before it*. The Sphinzes
which Pococke saw, were, in fact, a part of
the identical antiquities that were noticed by
Stralo so many centurics before’; whence it is

it e | e .

(1} Travels, Second Fdition, p. 338, Ch. 11, scet 3.

(2) Pocncke's Descript. of the East, vol. L. p. 1. Land. 1743.

(3) Bia B voo pinows waress i33; iy indvipe w6 @hzesvs 2y Bevrea,
Adoras, w7 gus sinoers, § punss wiiiovy &w’ €AAFA@> biyovoas, Sof e iy in
Mo Jrai seine (eraiyzon) cor e@iyyior, saa § IE tianiiean. ** Por tolam vero
longitudinem deinceps ex utraque latitudinis parte sunt positm lapides

sphinges,
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reasonable to conclude, that very little labour CI#.P'
would be necessery to excavate even the pave-

ment of the templet. From the observations
made by Pococke, he deduces an inference, that
the utmost height to which the soil has accu-
mulated does not exceed seven feet and a half®.
At the time of our visit to Heliopolis, all the
area of the antient temple was under water; so
that any search of this kind was thereby pre-
vented.

Our road to this place from Cairo was along
the southern side of the canal, through the most
fertile gardens, and amidst thick groves of-olive
and orange trees. In our way, we halted at

Mataréa, a village which 18 generally believed Matarée.

to occupy a part of the site of the antient
city’. Here travcllers are entertained with a
number of absurd superstitions, similar to those
already described in the account of the Holy

sphinges, vicenis cubitis, vel paulo pluribus inter se distantes : ut altera
sphingum series sit a dextra, altera a sinistra.” Strab. Geog. lib. xvii.
tom. 11. p.1142. Eda. Orxon.

(4) Ibid.

(5) Descript. of the East, vol. 1. p. 23.

(6) This place is said by Quaresmins to be ten geographical miles
from Calro, (F'id. Elucid. Terr. Sanct. tom. 11. p. 948. Mntv. 1639.)
meaniog, probably, from Old Catre; as it is only five from Grand
Caire, according to Bernardino,
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CHAP. Land. The principal number of Ohristions who
\__I:.'__, visit Mataréa are pilgrims, attracted by the
supposed sanctity of the spot, as connected
with the history of our Saviour. The celebrated
Fountain of the Sun', whence the city itself seems

(1) Called Am Schemps hy the Arals, which agrees with the name
of Heliopolis, as found in Abulfeda, and cited by the learned Kircher.
(Edip. Logypt. tom. 111, p. 331. Rom. 1655. '“ Am Schemps, sive
Helinpolis, quam et Oculum seu  fontem Solis appellunt, temporibus
nostris desolata est, neque suut in ca hahitationes ulle ; et dictur,
qudd fuerit civitas Pharaonis: sunt in ea insignia antiquitatis monu-
menta, constructa ex hapidibus et saxis maximis; inter catera verd
columna quadrata, quz vocatur .Jeus Pharaonss (id est Obeliscus),
longitudo ejus 30 cubitorum, estque A Cuyro ferd media mergaln; cst
ctiam sbidem villa dicta Afataréa, sita ad latus sinistrum Orientalis
Niti. .

It may be proper to notice here a very extraordinary doubt of the
lerrned Lercher concerning this city, asit is expressed in Yhe Table
Géugraphigue, published in the Appendix to his Translation of Herodotus.
M. Larcher asserts, in oppusition tv every preceding writer, that
Helispolis was situsted in the Deilta, and that Mataréa stands on the
site of an insigmficant town of the same naxme, which has beeu con-
founded with the more renowned city. For this assertion M. Larcher
offers no proof whatsuever ; but refers his reader to a separate disser-
tation, which be intends to publish upon this subject. With the ut-
most deference to that profound scholar, it may be surely urged, that
what Kircher, Nococke, and Shaw, considered to be established, will
not be hastily sbandoned. In addition to this it may be asked, do
not the remains of Sphimres, noticed by Pococke, confirm the de-
scription given by Stralbo of the ruins of Heliopotis? Do not the
stupendous Olelisks, one of which is now standing, (fuo oflers were
taken te Rome, Vid. Strabon. Geeg. Ub. xvil. p. 1142, Ed. Oxon.} indi-
cate, beyond s possibility of contradiction, the vestiges of no incen-
siderable city ? The vbservations of Sirale concerning the situation
of the ‘Waewadtrns spds, and the ool ‘Maisw #is, are given with re-
markable precision ; and when these are compared with the ohserva-

tions



to have been originally named, andwheaecm
delicious water attracted the earliest settlers to \.....,.._,
the eastern side of the Nile, waa, aceording to
Monkish legends, only known frem the time

that the [foly Family came into Egypt. It
burst forth, they say, when the Zirgin with

tions made by modern travellers, the evidence for the position of the
wity is complete ; and nothing seems likely to supersede it. Ba is
describing the country along the Peluniac brauch of the Nile: and
coming to the Canal between that river and the Ked Sea, he deduees
its origin from a period aoterior to the Twgpan War. Fhe subjeet leads
him teudrsineé, near which city this eanal joined the Sinsus EHeroopalides.
Theuce returning to the Nile, he speaks of places on its eastern side,
which are near to the southern point or vertes of the Delta. mention-
rag first Bubastus, then Helhwpolis, Letopelis, &e. and their vesugctive
nomes ; enumerating Lhesc as they occurrell from the North towards
the Sowth, until he reaches the Nile beyond the Pelta; and speaks of
Lilya as being on the right, and frabic wpon the loft : “ W hercfomal
says he, “‘ the Heliopolitan distriet isim. Arabia.” 'H piv ods "Blioworims
iv v \omBiy dewiv,  After this observation, can it be affirmed that
Heliopolts was in the Della’ Another very remarkable observation
of Stralo may be cited, with reference to antigvities observed hy
Marllst, which seem to prove, not only that Matarda denotes the site
of Helicpolss, but also that Old Caire stands within the Lelopelitas
distriet : it i3, the mention he makes of certain Caves, or pits, for
astronomical ohservations, lying in the Lefopelitan prefectura, beyond
Hrviororis. AMaillet discovered, amang the rains of Oid Cairo, seveml
pits excavated to a very great depth in the rock, after the manner of
Josepl’s Well. (See the Note to p. 125 of this volume.) These corre-
spond with the notions at present entertaived of the sstrosomical welis
of the Antients { snd perhaps they are the fsfronemical Caves alluded
to by STRABO — For other particulars concerning Helispolis, sec Hevedet.
Ewterpe ; Dwdorus Siculus, &b, v. ¢, 57; Piolemexs; Stphanws;
&e. &e.
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cHAP.sgifoseph and the infant Jesus hére restedy in their
e Hight from the fary of Herod. We Bfeakfasted
beneath the shade of a sycamore fig-tsiee, which
is said to hdve opened and to h#i¢e’ received
the fugitives, when closely pursued': and upon
the spot we listened to many other stories of
the same nature, the repetition of which even
old Sandys considered to be “an abuge of time,
and a provocation of %his reader*.” , However
by imitating thé conduct of thig iﬁlgrims, in
breaking off and hearipg away with us a few
scions of this venersble tree, (as Sandys Wys®,
“all to be hdke for Bhe wood thereof, 1cputed of
soveraigne vertue,”) we were cnabled to gratify
our botanical ﬁ'le;lds in England with \'Ci’f’ rare
specimens for- their herbaries'. The well of
Mataréa 1s supposed to be represented in the

(1) See an Engrasving of the J#ill, the edifice crected overit; aud
of this tree; i Bernardmo's Tratiato delle Puante et Imniupim de sacorn
Edyfizi di Terra Santo, &c. Firenze, 1620 “Lhe represeu m-
cludes the famous Bulsam Garden of ( lcopat:a, whavh uo %m,h.
Bernordmo was in Evypt in 1597.

{2) Sandys’ Travels, p. 127. Lond 1637, 'The resder, who Yvishee
to consnlt a complete detail of all the Christian superstitions ~oucern-
ing (aire and its neighhourhovod, may find it in Quaresorans, Llucd
Terr. ct. tom. 1 Antv. 1689, His account of ‘the Sencires of
Mataréa is given in p. 948 of that volume.

(3) Ibid.

{4) Bee Chap. I1. p. 50.
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famous §esaic” pavement of Preneste’, where & cHNE:
view is given of the Temple of the Sun, of g_,,.....x
Bethshemesh of sacred scripture’, with the

obelisks, as they sbmd ‘before the vestibule of
the building.

We then went to visit the renowned pillar of Bl ot
Q~’, or Obelisk of HEL1OPOLLs, (the only great
work of antiquity now remal%lng in all the Land
of Goshen®,) standing upon thg. spot where the
Hebrews had their firstpaéfile nent’. Al the
suggounding plain was it ﬁus ﬁme inundated,
so that the Olelisi appeaw&-u igydhe midst of a
lake. The water was, however,.-_: shallow, and
we - rode upon our horses tqw s its base.

The ground being: hef&{ m&r ‘elevated, the
author was cnab d: torgan gmous footing

(5) ‘?kaw:'l‘ra\els, 5ert. T ch 2. P 423, Lond. 1757. See also
the history of this pavement in Moutfluwn s Antiguities, vol xiv.

(6% He shall break also the Images of BETH-SHEMESR (i e. the
hotise, or Uity of the Sun) thet is in the land of Egypt.” Jer. xiilighs.

(7) “ And Pharaok called Joseph's name Zaphnath-pagneah : sind
he gave him to wife Asenath, the diiihter of F*pﬁmuh priest of
ON."  Gen. xli. 45. Tiis name g " dgred “Hsvsiisey
by the LXXIL as is also the Jfebs _mentioned in
the preceding Note.

(8} Bee Shaw's Travels, tom. 11. chap. 5.
?{9) iuu,“‘mv aivg (s gare saosirixn iy "Huovwids. Concesn( ei
cum is suis:ﬂ'ehpnhu&hbihm " Josepht Antig. Jud. lib, i\, cap. 7
tom. L. p.95. Amat. §e. 1726,
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CHAP.
IV.

BELIOPOLIS.
in the midst of the pool, and leisurely to

— delineate the hieroglyphics whick are rudely

sculptured upon this superb monument. These
have been already engraved, both by Norden
and by Shkaw; but in neither instance with
accuracy'. From the coarseness of the sculp-
ture, as well as the history of the city to which
this ebelisk belonged, there is reason to consider
it as the oldest monument of the kind in Egype’.
Its height is between sixty and seventy feet’;r
its breadth, at the bage, six feet: the whole
being one entire mass of red granite. Each of
s four sides exhibits the same hieroglyphic
characters, and in the same order. That which
faces the sowth bas® been the least affected by
decomposition; and it is from the southern side
fhat the author's design is taken. He has
endeavoured to imitate the rude style of the

(1) The same may be said of the engraviug of this vhelisk in Kircher's
Edipus Agypliacus, where the scarabtaus pilulavius is introduced, in-
stead of the rude symbol which appears vpon the original, and which
was probably intended to represent that insect.

(2) ““Autiquissima fyit, ut orige etiam ad fabulas referatur.” Cellar.
Feog. tom.11. Pars3. p. 43, K. Y706,

(3) Shaw makes its heighbimgual only to sixty-four feet; (Trav.
p. 336. Lond. 1757.) although he'says * ather travellers have descrilead
# fo be wpwards of sventy.” [Pococke ascertained its height, by the
fuadrant, and found it to be sixty-seven feet snd a balf. Descvipt.
¢ the East, wol. 1. p. 93. Lond. 1743.
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antient sculpture, and to exhibit, as nearly as cxgr
possible, a faithful representation of the original.
After the remark made by Strabo, concerning

the hieroglyphics of Heliopolis, that they much
resembled th® works left by the Etrurians and

by the antient Grecians®, a curiosity to see these

in particular 18 na urally excited. They are
remarkable for the rudeness of their style of Style of the
s,culptur%)(ut in the representations given of pri®
them in bOWks ol Travels, the simplicity of the
original work has been sacrificed, in attempting

to express, from more perfect models, the
mtended delineation of the antient sculptor.
Thus, in the view of this obelisk, published by

Shaw, and also by Norden, many of the hiero-
glyphic figures are fancifully restored, under a,,
notion of improving their appearance; and

sume are altogether omitted. In the first oval
inclosure, from the top of the obelisk, there is a

rude figure, sorhething like what is vulgarly
called a &ird-bolt, with a circle above it. Shaw
believed this to be intended for the scarabeus
pilularius, which is so frequently seen upon

(4) "Avayivpds ¥ Iyoven o miym oies mryddem vlidem, budiev veig
Toppmunsiy, sal voig Aeyalus epidon var wngd vag "EAAnes Inpusogynmbess.
“ Hi parietes ingentium simulacrorum sculpturas habent, Efvuscis et
antiquis Grecie operbus per similiom.” Strabem. Geog. Uib. xvii.
P 1143, Ed. Oxen. 1807.
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