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CHAP. Egyptian monuments: accordingly, he com
,,,::. , pletely restored the figure of the beetle, making 

it appeal' as a more perfect representation of 
what he had seen elsewhere '. Norden also did 

• 
the same '. Possibly they were right in their 
conjectures as to the figure intended by the 
antient artist; but one proof of the great anti
quity of this monument rests upon the style of 
the workmanship; and to misreprcsent this, in 
copying the hieroglyphics, by any aim at .uperior 
delineation, is as barbarous as to exhibit an 
archaic inscription in modern characters' 

The reader's cUfiosity to become acquainted 
with the hidden meaning of the symbols upon 
.his obelisA is perhaps quite equal to that of the 
author; and if all that Kircher has written fur 
its illustration be adequate to this efl'ect:-;;: . 
thing is easier than to transcribe his observa
lions'. But isIS long ago declared, that no mortal 

(I) See the Plate faciol' p. !G5. ia S4trtt", Tr ... els: Lnfd. Ji57. 
(t) N.,. .. ·' Trave", Plate f.cin, I" 14. l.AfwJ. 17S7. 
(3) If the rudu belteve Haudf_. be ... , ahle to di,tinguish 

en". lpecies of bird upon tbi, pm ... , wbich h. calls 1M luuuI,aml 
... U. Eg6'JII. "I eoold kno ..... lay. be, co. driz (uwl) wbich 
Itood appetmOlt Oil the top 0( ttle obelifik." Sn Trav. 10 'M E.." 
,.99. LMtl. 1168.-AU otbu aalbon, .. d alnoo( tb. Kin:Aer, have 
Ill_ tbe .nv of HtJMdpVt • YUl. TV ... 

(4) ~ 4n"ww. p. 330. ~1If1. 165 • • 
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had ever removed her veil'; and the impenetra
ble secrp.t seems not likely to be divulged. 
One solitary fact hag been vouchsafed to ages 
of restless inquiry upon this subject; namely, 
that the hieroglyphic characters constituted a 
wril/en language', the signs of an antient alpha
bet, expressed according to the most antient 
mode of- writing, in capItal letters': and it is 
probable that the more compound forms were a 
series of monograms, like the illscriptions upon 
the precious stones worn by tbe High Priest of 
the Hebrews, which were ordered to be made 
after the manner"of "THE I':NGRAVINGS OF A 

SIG"E'f':· aud thus to contain within a 'very 
small compass, U AS STONES OF MEMORIAL ," 

Q even upon (C TWO ONYX-STONES, THE NAMES Oi' 

(5) Tn ;11;' nr,).., ,iJ,', r.I'II"';' ...... ).~.. Pltdarch. de llidc ,t 

(Mr. Cflp.9. 

(G) See the "ord. of the Gnd. 1n5cription upon tbe PtolmHric tabltt 
(ouod near /lMd/u. 

(7,1 'JIhe letten of the most aDtieo\ ... rit~D language of EIYPI, ae
cortliq coDitJdww. wert! derived (rom the El4MJpiluu I and repretented 
.U toru of beut., tbe parts uf the human body, anti dh'erA inslnl. 
Olent.. The capital letters of tbe """""i4ft alphabet (u published. 
ia \be ,ramDlV prioted by the Pr9flKsNtla Fitlft) are reprtleoted by 
aDilD .... : and it i. ubie"ed by PtKIICU, who meotions this drctnn. 
IUDet, (n...m,nw.. I' tlw E .... "'01. I. p. 2~!. LtwuJ.., 1743,) that 
If tAt fhr_1/' .... 1JIfIintI1dUr'",. tAt UJIHII/. MIIU.'· 

(8) Bndtu uriii. II. . 

(9) Ibid. ftr. ti. 
L2 
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C_P. THIt CHIl-DllEN OF IoR.\El- ' . Slr4!>o'. obaerva, 1:. , tion upon the lJ~/iopolitan sculpture is here of 
importanee: he says, it resembled the work
manship of Etrurians: and by the similarity 
already noticed', between the letters of the 
£/nuean alphabet and the characters observed 
upon Ph(%llicion signels, as well as the evident 
agreement of the signs upon Phrenician coins' 
with the Egypi.ian hi~rogl!lpltics, it may be in
ferred that the mode of writing used by the 
priests of Egypt corresponded wit:t that which 
JIJMu caused to be en graven upor. the stones 
for the ephod, nnd f~" the br~ast-~Iate of judg
ment, which are .expressly and repeatedly de
scribed f as H THE WORKS OF A~: E~(jRAVl.. IN 

'''STONE, LIKE THE ENGRAVING8 OF A 81GN1:T. 
,. 

-
. But with reference to the inscription upon 
the oheluJ. at HdiDpoli .• , and to the numerous 
examples of the same kind which have been 
noticed among the antiquities of Egypt, although 

(I) ,/U __ .... iii. 9. 

(J) See Vol. IV. of t ..... TraYeh. p. 34. Octavu ':4Iillou. 

(I) Wkau. tIM appearaoce of the Ow ....... upon .. P ...... ~ .... _. I. C....... s.. YW- ,. 0..,.11. Yol. IV. of ..... 
n.w<.. ~_. 

(4) /InftI ..... 1. II, lll. 



HELIOPOLIS. 149 

we be unable to explain any thing of their ciAI'. 
llV. 

original import, there is one mode of considering \ • 
them. in which a careful examination of the 
signs thus represented may he attended with 
amusement. if not with i:Jstruction. This con
si3ts. fi rz~. in ascertaining what the archetypes 
were of the seve~al figures used to denote kttel'll: 
these are sometimes clearly exhibited. but often 
confusedly sketched. as if wi~h a view to abbre
viation; '\nd secondly. in using these doc"lIIeuts, 
not only to illustrate the manners of ti'e most 
antient nations, but also to prove the existence 
of many ant;ent customs from their existing 
relics. In this point of vie,w. the discol'eries 
made by Denon' among the hieroglgl-hics of 
Upper EgyJ1l are valuable. The light thrown 
upon the history of antient Architecture, and of 
the Arts and Sciences. by the figured represen-
tation of things as they existed in the earliest 
periods. will gratify a laudable curiosity, and may 
also answer the more important purpose of con-
veying historical idarmation. The hieroglyphics 

(5) See nn...., .C't'Ouut of the hieroclypbiel in the ~pulcbl'el of 
the .. tieol Kiop uf TM£B&fl. TrtJw/, u. U""" tuttl LAwn- Egypt. 
wi. 11. ,. '13. ~, 1803.-Atto or tbe hit:roc'yphic:s of U T~;· 
"beN hediscoYattCI the 8rst moclrla or tIM style of decoration impro--
perly .... ..Ir.Is.I_,.lIlcb at we ... uecuted iD paiutw: at lb. Bath. 
01 n.. ad ....... b,l14r1-1. S ...... 1. p.II', 

A""..,... 
ofllle Ht#
"glyphic,. 
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CHAP. of HeJiopolis pE'rhaps afford les8 illustration J:. , of this kind than any other characters of the 
same nature; because the style of sculpture 
is here so rude, that many of the archelype., 

whence the types of the inscription wcre de
rived, cannot now 'be ascertained; but, owing 
t~ their great antiquity, the few that can be dis
cerned are worth notice, In the very summit 
of the o!·eli.k, beneath the figure of a vuitur(", 

r,u may be observed the Cru;l' ansala'. The original 
,.utwllJ. 

(I) H Sed DOD erat uUu .. templuQI, in 'I'll') DOll figllr. (TUN fIIuallI, 

ut eam erudlti \·OCllut. §l2pius 'l'i~eudll Ol'curreret I hotllt'll"c ill ruderi. 
but ae ruioi~ .ciamuum o('currat. Eju~ hll'T .. st ~1)t (;1<" + 

• Crucem \t.'tu i~lalU .Ii~al.n'. altiE III olllllihus A:.;:~I'tl .. rulo) Itml,II, 

acpius fit'ta et pieta t'J;tllhat. quam ~1~lIa D ... uruDI i£;::~ l,ti"tIou" n,a lltl 

kDere ",lellt, *1"" rartem (adt oruatut ,.cerdllfahs. ".I,il al iud eue 
qUUD ph.Hum," &.c . (Puk Ju61".di PuntA . ..J:.rnlf. I . ~itZ.) 

.h~lItu duul..j tI •• Cnu ffJua'a wa( Ibe uawl' of tl,t" Jll,jue Beiu; . 

..s.n..n.. aDd olhu rh,.U/IIlIt write,.." 'Pid" So4.,.,~It . Ferl. IIW . 
••. vii. c. l~ . Rlll/i". Ec.-l. JlIII I~. ii. t . Y9. j COllcC'i,~ th~ ",hllie 

ftrure. or at I~.'t thC' en"",. til he C'lIipn·.,i.· .. Il f till" lif~ 111 CfHhC'." 
dmriDC thi' opill1un (rom lhe upla"atH.tD ,;' .... n 0' It by thoc;e cof the 

H~ who uttd,,,ntood the ~/.pw.·" aDd "ter" rlllnt'rlctJ to 
OriltiG,.ily. ~m .. time. it i~ r .. prt'koud l.y a t'r ou 'a~tetleJ til • 

einI~. at aho .. ~; iu ()th~r in~t.u(;ea. with the /dIn' T ouly, fiud In 
thit maDcer" to II clrck. 8y the ctrrk, ,ay~ Kin·/'C',. (Pred. 0",1. 

,. 169). i, to be un"entc.«f ,h .. (;~.tor ahtl PU.',u'·C'r (If the uodd; 

.. tbe wildom df'ril'C'd fro., him, _hieh d,r«h Mud ~<lI'crll' it. i. 
li(ai6cd by the +. T. tbe """""""., a, be furth .. r roujft(·turel, of 

~, TA.i', Tnfnll. or tT Ptltu. .. It " certaitll, nry .. "tr.
OIdi...,.,.;' (u, SIwI,.,. wbo bat t'Ullut.ed almOit every ioformation 

. upon lbi, .l.Iltject.> "aDd worthy of uur notice, that thi. ("f"JU" tl1IMII4 

'''(luld be kI oftq ia their "IDbo:tca1 "rilial'; eilbu aloD~1 IIr held 
;. 
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of this curious type was the sort of key in use 
among the Antients, which generally appears 
fastened to a ring. Sometimes it is seen an
nexed to a rosary of beads, as in the remarkable 
instance where the same symbol appears upon a 
Phcenician medal' found at Cilium in the Isle of 
Cyprus, of which an engraving was given in .the 
preceding section ' . This kind of hey is not en
tirely banished frum modern use; and such 
instruments have been discovered in the ruins 
of antient cities. They are often ~een in the 
hands of Egyptian statues. Two were repre
sented, as pendent from hooks, upon a hiero

glypltical tablet found near the Pyramids bS Paul 
Lucus'. The archetype o'f this symbol may 
possibly therefore have been a Rey. It is not 
the less likely to answer to Jal:lomki's exphma
tion of it on this account', We have historical 

ill the baodl, or luspended o~'er the necks, of their 4eitiet. 8eeLlCf) 

aad Ill<::b other sacred .nim"" and ,ymbob, • • "ere bored tbro\llb. 
and iDtended fOf, amulets. had this figure frequently iropre&Wd upon 
them," (SH Slur.,', 7)'CIt'. p. 360. Lotti.liS7.) The nme autb ... 

cODiideri it to be the .ame witb 1M Uuff~ i..,e ~ EterNity, 
notiCl!d by'$..td4l. PUk EIUri. p,.~ E"".. ,.69. 

(W) It ,«milo have.1 much re(el'tll«! to P __ icia, u 10 E""" 
Vpoa. medal or SWiM, tbe eros •• ppe:al"t carried byMUwn'Q io .. boat. 

~a) See Vilnette t.u <''b''pter II . Vul. IV. OctaYO edition. 

(4) See the EDp-WiaC of ~ie hI! the SeeoDCl Volume of bis Trawll, 
.. pDbli.betl at ..... kr •• i.o 1144, wm. n. p. 130. 

(I) Stc Note i.D. oppoaite J*P, coatainiDc &D ntraet froID J ...... 
upo. 

1~1 
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information relative to the meaning of tU Cna 
ansala. Indeed, it may be cor.sldered as the 
only hieroglyphirol type concerning whose import 
we ha\'e allY certain intelligence. The singular 
appearance of a Cross so frequently rccurring 
among the hieroglyplair.s of E~,~t, had excited 
the curiosity of the Christians in a very early 
period of ecclesiastical history '; and a. some of 
the priest.',' who were acquainted with tbe 
meaning of the hin-oglyphics, hl-came converted 
to Christianity, the secret transpired. .. The 
converted Heathens," savs Socrates Sc/lOlaslicus', 

• 

-- - ---
upon tM meaniac of tbe (nk 1UINd4. TIH' "omen or lI.p'u .ear It &10 

• pe.Ddaot (IJr the ear i .QDuiD~ to tLh ur-ua.oeut IblP ."uil\catiuD 
wJU~h JoJknuh h.. riVC'1I (If the Cnu ( .... ,. : hut tile -..e .r the 
mctapboncat yub ~'G'e. iu tbeir "Jlru~c. prvva tbat t~ ... e 
i1:lkrpRtalu)U I. appli,..hlc tu a. Ie,. An ub..ervatlllll UCCUf'Ii HI 

~ .bc~ tbe Utler T 1\ IIl"4!;mrd 06#r",.. 
(I) Tbe &:roph._ .t J/C.raMna. .u de.'to~.d .llUut tbe year 3a~J. 

Jl .... at tbe dc~tructiUD ur Ibis buildiDJ" tbat lhe n,..,...., fir~t 

-. .. aC'CJuainted .ith the cne;&aio, of tbr ('nw amllu,; the Enp
'- "j~t'C1ffyphiCl. 

(i) No liberty i. bere takell, either ",jlh the tnt .. r Rt1Ji,uu or u~ 
S«r ..... in .. ,.iu, ,,.. prW6t,. becawe UD otbr,. ~s.cd a kDOw· 

Iedp of lb. ~I "ritiD(. 

(9) Tw,._ " ... ,p.rI1ll,.'_ . ..... , .... 'EU.r_ .. ; x,."' •• _~ 
.~. ... :.,..,.l",f..a ri ",.,.,... ... WWl'...... ~,/.u •• I_r" .. ,. 
~ X"""";'" i .... ~ r""';..,, ~, I ..... ,);.,.i...... .. !JUQl hee: ialer 

iDol qita&ur CGDttcn'craia, q.idalD ... Gent.liual err'," ad Chritti 
MaD coal't'ni. qui b'\iu.mool, Uurarum nuliliam haht:MDI, DotaOt 

... C'nIl"ia ...... .,i<.Ia. iattrpret.aDtn, veet.uram "jlam .ipift("arc: 
dU('U~Mfbt ... 
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"explained the symbol; and declared that it CIIAI'. 
IV. 

Bignified ' LJ FE TO COAlE:" R'!ffinus mentions' • 
the same fuct·. Kircher's ingenuity had guided 
him to an explanation of the Crux ansala, as a 
mOruJ~rnm, which does not militate against the 
signification thus ohtained. He says, it con
sisted uf the letters +T, denotint; Ptlw, a name 
of Mercury'; and the name of this deity, as a 
conductor <if the souls if the dead, might well be 
used with reference to a state of exi .• tenee after 

death. But as every Egyptian monogram had its 
archetype in some animal, or instrulIJent of 
common use, and the original of the Crux ansata 

seems tu have been n key, we may perhaps, by 
• 

attending to thi. curious circumstance, arrive at 
the origin of those allegurical allusions to a key, 
whirh, with reference to a future slale <if exUtf:nCe, 

are introduced mto the Holy Scriptures. Such 
an illusion is made in the prophecies of Isaiah, 
concerning the kingdom of Christ'. Our Saviour 

d~ueruDt.'· S«Nu. $cWl4ul. lIu/~. Ecclt:AoIt. lib. ,.. c. 17. ,. i16. 

Pit"'. J66cf.-Tfle rudcr-"iIJ du "ell to c()o,u't the .. bole chapkr, 
which COUWUI very curious iufarmatiou. 

(-f) lltfli. . Hilt. Eccl. lab. Ii. c. ~9. See .1'0 Hel»d. ;Ethiop. 
lib. iii. p.I0&8. 

(&) Kin_. Prod. Copt. p. IG!I. See.a.o a former Note Qpollo the 
Crtu_ 

(6) .. The .. 01 the iaouae of Davttl wiU I I.,. UPOD bis aboaJ4er ," 
t ....... ui;. U. 
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, 
CHI\P. says unto Pekr' • .. I WILL mv. UNTO TlIEE 

IV. 

• " THE KEYS OF TilE KINGDOM OF IIEAVES: 

and the author of the book ot Revelations, as if 
the sacred symbols of antient Egypt had sug
gested the image to his mind, describes the 
Angel of the RmJrr«:tion' as having in his hand 
a k~. Also, in the sublime prophecy concern
ing the second advent of the Messiah, a similar 
allusion may be noticed': .. I A" IU; THAT 

L"·ETll A~D WAS DEAD; A!-.D, BEHOLD, I All 

ALIVE FOR £VJ:UMOR£, A~IEX; AND H .\\'.l:: THY. 

KEYS O}O' HELL AXD OF DLO\TIl . 
,. 

Among the other signs used to expre,s words 
upon this monument, there is one, respecting 
which our information is not attended with the 
same certainty as in the preceding lUlllance, 
although its meaning be not entirely unknnwn. 
This is the curious mono;;ram, called Hitralph'a by 

1I~lp'" Kircher', composed of tht' Greek letters A and~, 

( I) M"u4ftt, XVI. 19 . 

(') U ADd I .. ,., "0 aDIfC'l rome do.D (rum beflven, buill( the l.-y 
of tbe boltuml~u .. ie, ud. "eat chiD io La. baud:' Rn.n. n . I. 

(3) Rnv/. i . 12 . 

(4) U Hie ch .... ct.r idna .i,lIiIiClt. quod 'A"MI Iud,.... id nt, 
lIMw G"IIot .... wapooitur CJ. laitlalihu, liteM. A II!( l1. 8i ann 
producitur l1 litl'ra, 6at A. quod ia Ie IDODO(f'UIm.ti~ COIIthMt A .. 
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which he explains, from Plutarch, to signify 
Agatha Dtrmon, and to have had for its arche
type an Ibis, in a particular attitude '. It may 
be observed near the ccutre of the obelisk, im
mediatel y al)ove another figure of the Crux 
ltnsata, similar to that which has been already 
described. Pauw ridicules KircherB notion; 
admitting, at the same time, a resemblance be
tween the first letter of the Greek alphabet and 
the Yll r/-rl1l plough'. Now the plo"gh was, ill 
fact, an archetype of the symbol which Kircher 

-------------------------------
d A.; illH Dltllf au l~nl hrt' litera h ieroglyphiea in omnibm fer~ 

.tEg~·I)tt"l'h 1l" (, rJPt i. : n i l!ll ~ • .te. quam.d ",ff"{pM",. im·p" ~t. rum 
vocabimut!' ( A'iTt},er. (PAly •. ..£6111'" Twlrwnt Hier(JI/gl&inm" 

,. • . III. ". 50. Nil"' , 16:. ·Q Abu (14 PrlWi. Upf. p. 231.) tbe ume 
authur ~a~~ . " Hoc ,.. ••• 1-f.P."'., A, ('14 et A ctimpositullI, iu nullo 

nUll obeli~l'O f~qu('nll~sirnuOl. N.g~·Jltiarum yocum J) t' AGOC 
'2..€Uon. IltUbu' hunum ~eni\lm IkU. Nili 'eu /Egypt, si!;
lIalit. mdCli; ('un, preler didarum VOCUIU ('''pitale; lite....... (,JII<; 

,]unCI'u!' .£gypt, Jlllrt iullis fi;uram qllQ.fQ A passim yuc.ot , dare 

dictum IU .. ",.,.~ .. clpnmat." 

(5 ) 'Ijl:, .. i ..... ; .. i .. ;, ......... .,,,,...,,, .,,;, .. u.").Htf, _: .,., ... ;,,, •• 1 

:,;.,)."" .... ,:,,-. .. Ik# pcdum nworicotlO'K ~J"1I'" illll!r H, d (,III" 

n.rro ","'parcr'j.J1t., tritutpltl'" f'~fm .-quJot~." P lutord •. 

5,-/*- 5. Al.8' £No.ii. Ai,....., e~, h Ai,..v...." 'Y~'I' • .. ~;'tI IZ~"., 
t •• ~ 'l'i"" "t.,.~.,.. N"m .. "t"- "I,s...~" .:., 'E~ .. ; CA.,..I
.J.:~) .. t-"-,.,. .. MCl"("uriuI primus Deorum in ..E;ypto tntli

tUr iU~'eDiuc literat, .tque adeo Ihi • .£nptii pnmam literam raeiunt 

MCKuriO. ~ ideJicrl A,.tbodcmObi, coQVeaienlem." 1tJ. u. lib . h , 

S,.,... i. 3. 5ft flU. Kirc'" (FAy.. 4wt. TM.l. Hln'OfflJph. 
p.43. 1UtIc. 16~"" 

(6) Pbilooopb. 1);;'. " •. •• 1. 11. p. I". lAood. 119 •. 

CHAP. 
1\'. 
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CRAp. calls Hieralpha: and althoughPauw have proved , r:. . this point, perhaps beyond dispute, yet some· 
thing may still be added in it. confirmation. 
The sort of hand-J)/ough, re;1resented as a sceptre 
in the hands of the priests and kings of Egypt'. 
is still used by many of the Celtic tribes. The 
author has also seen ;'. ;.1 ;'opland. It has this 
form. \t which precisely conespond. (although 
in ac. inverted position) with tht sort of scep
tre mentioned by Diodorus. nnd denominated 
Hieralpha by Kircher. There are also a few sym
bols rem!ered interesting in the representations 
they offer of instruments still used by moderll 
nations, without any deviation from their most 

T....... antient form : sucb. for e:<ample. as the Testudo. 
or Cilimra, of tce Antients. a two-stringed IY.Te. 
constructed of the shell of a land-tortoise. com
mon to all the Ihores of the lIfeditnnl1lean. It 
correspon':s with the Bala!aika of the Russians. 
and is in use among the Calmuds· . This instru
ment is believed to be the <!IOI'Mlr" of 
Homer'. It may be observed about half way 

(I) PIttilIa1pIt. Dau.lfe. i6..,1.. Pill. D*,. &c, "'.i •. 1U1Uhu, aU . 
.. PrunUi .. ratn. ... '". _Iut. f~1\ 0." .. , 

mt \nIItt'UII ~ tollelu.,lt •• 11>0 .... 

(i) !'I.e« Part •• of thcH'Travt'k. Cbap. XII. p. tf4. s....t ll.,. 
(5) The author it: indebted lor tbi. o_natioD to • Jetter be 

t"IICC'itoH (1'0" R. P. K';'AI, EIq. HOD .neT tbe pubJjeafjoa o( the 

Pin' 
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up the face of the obelisk, upon the left hand, 
placed by the side of an axe or hatchet. The 
sort of staff, capped with the representation of 
an animal·. head, which is sp.en in the hands 
of Egyptian deities among their hieroglyphic 
figures, and frequently delineated upon Greek 
vases, as a badge of distinction worn by Grecian 
Hierarch_, is yet in use among the Patriarchs 
and Bishops of the Greek Church; and this may 
be observed in two instance. upon the Helio

politan pillar. For the rest, the reader, if he 
have patience for the inquiry, may be re
ferred to Kircher': who has written a particular 

fif'lit Part or then Trav~lt. Alludiojt to the a(!counl ,iv~n in p.320 
of \'01. I. (8.,.. edit.) of II t",o~ltrin~ed lyre repf'f'sented in tbe Ca'"",dI 

paiabnr. Mr. K1Iig4/. liaid that he cODsidered tbis instrumeUI to be 
tbe lUDe which HffflI" menliolls, under the name of ~~r(· 

T.;,,, r "p., .... " ",.oJt f '(I'-l'n" l"..:, 
• ... -e.lU ad,,(.t.·- IUad. ::to ~60. 

(4) Pid. SYJlta!lJlta Viti. Thent. "-"'!11'1t. CEdipi ~. 
t ... III. p.330. RMn. 1(/54. K,rckr's aeeount of this oWl .. , is 

divided into (l)IIt distinct Cba)lten: I." De origi1J4 06eiUci HdiDpo

liltMi.'· 2." Ih ""'i.me (!( 1Itnuvrd 06C!lUci." 3." ArpMntlwa 
lIfitu O/telUci." 4. In,erprdalill Obrlilri." Of t~t'J thf. ruder 
.iIl in .11 pr()babillfy ~st satisfit'd with the two fint : these, heiDI' 
biltorieal, are valuahle. An eumination of Kirdw'l work "ill oWer 
a 1t.t'ikiD, n.amll1e of tbe patient reHarch and UDuinl et'udition 
.hieb cbaraetet'ized the lUJ'Ded laboul'S of tbe J....,; but whleD he 
prooeedI to tbe iDlerpret.tioD of t"'e Aitrotrlwlw in detail) .... 1'eyt. 

I'ia .a1 be compared to tbe (e'f'et'ilb f:I~aQ1l of a ICholar, .Ito. (rom 
aD .... appliut.lOa to bil: Itudies, it .jlited witb • coDtiauat reatt

maee 01 p.tw"*' uDaUeudrd by • IiDJ'e t'O ........ 
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HELIOPOLIS. 

dissertation upon tbis obelisk, and, in his en· 
deavour to explain it. symbols in detail, has 
brought togethcr all that his vast emdition en
abled him to communicate; although it must be 
evident, since the discovery of a Greek transla
tion of "ifrO{;I~phics upon the Ros,/lfl SIO)lC, that 
the interpretation proposed by him. of these 
characters, cannot accord with their real signi
fication. 

With the description of this obeli.,4 the author 
is compelled to termlllate his very limited ob
servations concerning fie/iopolis: for such is the 
solitaty remnant of a city and of an Uni, crsity . 
where HerodolrlS was instruC'ted in the wisdom 
of the Egyplialls; and where, eighteen hnndred 
years ago. the school,' of 1'lalo and 01 &doru., 
w ere shc\vn to Roman trayel1er~; as, in some 

future age, the places where a Locke and a 
Newloll held their, disputations may be pointed 
out among the mouldering edifices of Orford and 
of Cambridge. That other monuments, equally 
entitled to consideration, may possibly exist 

(I) 4f4.Tl'IBAI dinmtur PlIilo'fJpll(JrtH. CDft61'U"" at" d.sptdlJlioftfto 

que Plut. J....t"s.> rIfl A#r-"' hem loculJ, in quo J,_t1(l,.." ... (, .. I. 
b.1,AT'P'IIH dkitur. Me \('g. alr.h. 'E.ci';' u.;.,""",1 '" .,.;. ;IfI-.1_ 
...J m ... ...., • .J ~ ~i. t' Ottendebentul' ('rIO ibi ueerdotum. 
1tdt'S, ae domirilia in qalbul EmhTltM t'\ 1'.\(1 eserant." Srrlt6ni. Gto,. 
III, :nil. tOft . II. I" 1143. Ed. Vz,,,,. 
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around this pillar, concealed only by a thin CHAP. 

superficies of soil, can hardly be doubted; and, I:. . 
these, succeeding travellers may bring to light. 
The antiquities observed by Pococke are pro-
bably among the number. Yet, if this alone 
continue to mark the situation of Heliopolis, the 
evidence it affords, when added to other proofs, 
will be sufficient to identify the locality of the 
city. Indeed, when it is considered that Helio- :~;'~;;I'';!. 
polis wa. altogether a deserted city so long ago 
as the time of Stmbo', and that the Romans car-
ried from Egypt so many of its antient monu-
ment~. it is surprising that this obelisk. stupen-
dous as it i •• remains in its original p03ition· 
Among several trophies of this description. 
which were removed to Italy. Strabo mentions 
two ob .. lisks that were carried to Rome from tbe 
ruins of Heliopolis ' . According to Pliny, the 
first monuments of this kind that were raiser{ in 
Egypt were placed within this city'; and the 

(~) n.~..., " .... ).",-" Omnino urbs (h:serta elL" Strd. GH:. 
''''. xvii. tom. 1[. p. J 142. Ed 0".. •. 1807. 

(3) "n,)W ..; ,:,' p,;". ... I~Jfr ... ,; ,.;, .... _,..,'" 'f'Il""', tf Quo. 
rum d.o Romam delllu l uat. aoo oronillo conupti." Ibid. 

(4) .. PrinluJ omnium id in.tituit MalTa, qUI u. Soli •• riot rq'babt.t, 
somnio jmlw: d ~ y.ntra trr,criptll'" t'!JC Va 8: ete.nim lC:ulptur. 
iUe dft(ieaque', quu vide-muI, EonTI & ~'J!iT LITO.. Ponu. f:t alii 
recolD in IUP", dicta ut!le." Plilln /rul. NfAl. H6. ul'fi. c. 8. 
_. III. p. 481 . L. /I4J. 163.1. 
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cHAP. e1efttion assigned by him to each of the four 
IV . 

... _._' obelisks erected here by Socha, so nearly cor,.. 
responds with the measure of the one which 
now remains, that, making allowance for its 
pedestal, its height would be the same', Owing 
to this circumstance, Pococke' and Shaw' con
sider it as oue of the four mentioned by Pliny. 
DiDdorus relates', that two other obelisks were 
erected at He/iopoli.. by Seso.tris; but each of 
these was one hundred and twenty cubits in 
height, and eight in breadtb; an elevation. 
therefore. much too considerable to correspond 
with the present appearance of this pillar. 

After leaving this place. the author was so 
much exhausted by fatigue. that he returned to 
Cairo. across the sandy plain of the desert 
which lies east of the city. and cxtends all the 
way from the Nile to the Red Sea. Mr. Cripps. 

(I) That i. to .. y. 48 c.-ubi ... aad a.mullin, the R ..... (!ubit tu 

equal 18 iDCbes, the wbole h~",ht vf the obeli,k would be 7t fHt. 
p~ (\luad tbe beicht of that part of tbe obeli .. k which I" above 
the .. rlace o( tbe 'Oil 10 ~qu.J Gj (<<t. meuurinr it by .. quadrut . 
.s... took itJ: eJe,.tioD .. 9/41 ".,.: tiM ff ......... and .... it 
001, '"17-loar fed.; thereby allo.illl n,J.I ltd .... , lbe prcitftaL 
P .. k ·, 18aaaratioa alIo .. oolyJJ-. 

It) De.cript. 01 tIM EM •• 01. I. p. n. Ltttul. 1143. 

(3) Tnftll, p.366. I..t/. 1757. 

Cf) DW. Sie.llibliolb. lib. i. p.38, H_. 160<. 
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accompanied by Mr. Hammer, and by Mr.Hamil CHAP. 
IV. 

ton, then secretary of our Ambassador at Con- ''-..... --" 
stan/innp!e, continued their journey as far as the 
Pilgrim's LaAe, whence the canal iH Hupposed to 
have extended to the Red Sea; and returned 
afterwards by the route which the author had 
taken. They found , at the lake, the remains of 
a very large Caravanserai, and di~cerned the 
traceR of a canal, bearing- thence towards the 
'south-east, in the direction of Suazo But the 
most curious objects noticed in this part of the 
day', journey were presented to our whole party 
where we least expected to find any thing- re
markable; namely, in the mineral produc!tions 
of the desert itself. A beautiful and well-known Mi""", 

. t f ' I II dE' . fthe..l,o_ varle y 0 jQ'9)tr, common y ca e . gyplzan biara De-

Pebblp, is found in such abundance, among '.11.
masses of the most curious mineralized wood, 
upon the surface of the sands, oyer all the 
district eastward of Grand Cairo, eycn to the 
bocders of the Red Sea, that specimens might be 
obtained in sufficient abundance to serve as 
ballast for a vcsHel bound from Suez to Eng!and. 
The author had collected almost enough to load 
a camel before he arrived at the walls of the 
city; but when the rest of the party returned, 
they brought with them a more considerable 
burden. Among these were large blocks of 

VOL. \'. 
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CHAP. petrified painHrre, of which Mr. Cripps bad col-
IV. , d '-....--" leeted a very ireat variety. They ,OUll these 

~:::fo,," masses lying in dctsched fragments among thc 
loose sand, wholly disenguoed from any other 
stratum, and scattered over the faee of the 
desert. In the sam(' manner, but morc fre
quently. appeared the large pcbble, of }>g!l/Jliull 
.iasJ)a~ bl:iug' almost aJwa) s of a tiattened 
ovate shapc. This illiueral i~ tl)O well known to 

l)(>\llnf;:l 
tlr;,:: ill • :" 
1." .. ·.1;.;' •. " 

require a nwrc partieubr dC.:-ot'flplioll; but who 

can explain its origin ~ The H 'cl'l\'cn opin..ion , 
alld that which ,bil), experience cUlltirms, re 
~pcctil}~ silicl'ou:-; COJlCretlOlis in g'clI4.·rai, is thiJo:i. 
that thl'y han~ b('cn dcpl/:-:itL <I, alh'r a stalacticaL 
pro('('~:;, in the fissures and ca\·itics It'-I't by air 
in =,ub~tances of ant{'rior li.)rmatioll. Ad1Uitling .. 

therefore, that c,"ery one of these Eg!l/)ti"" pcb
bles unce occupied such cavitic!-", in strut;! now 

reduced to a pulverizc!l siall', and since bct:owe 
the sand of tbe desert. what idea can be formed 
of the antiquity of this kind ofjas/Jer? Fnlike 
other flinty substances, it secms to be almest 
incapable of decollll'o"ition by expo,ure to the 
atmosphere; having, as an exterior crust, " thin 
i""cstment of a reddish brown e,,]oUl', whieh 
differs in appearance only from the nature of the 
stone itself; its chemical constituents being 
precUiely the same, !\-lasses of pure silez. 



EGYPT. 

nnd Borne chalcedonies containing almost as mnch 
alumine as the Egyptian ja.per, when thus ex
posed to the continued action of air and 
moisture, gradually decompose, and a,"lIme 
the white colour common to the matter of .,ile,r 
when in a state of extreme di,·isioll. Bllt these 
pehbles. althollgh constantly exposed to the 
nightl~' dews of a cOlllltry where water falls 
during- the night as abUI1Jantl y as heavy rain, 
and to the powerful rays of a lmrHin~ sun 
during tht' day. have stl~taill(·d littll' orno altcra~ 
tiOD. The\' hav" al,o allother n'rv rcm;,r1,able 
"haracter. ,\lth"''''h they he destitl,tc of that 

" -
whiti!->h f;.urfa('(" which is comJ.non to e\'er:1 sili-
("eo1i!i hod) long' <tetecl upon h~- the atmosphere, 

they arc "Iwa\'s charaeter; /",l hy a lighter 
"oloul towarrls the (,pnter of each pebble; and 
this is sometimes white. They \'"ary in their size, 
from that of a hen's egg to the egg of an o~tl'ich; 
hut arc rarely larg-er, and always appear more 
or less tlattcned, 80 as to (·",hibit a ,uperior and 
an inferior elliptical surface UpOll cad. sp,·cimen. 
The masse.s of lIIiJlt:ralized ( ;~" /,drilied U",lod had 
no reg-Illarity of shape, except that parasitical 
form which til(' mineral, thus modified, had 
derived frolll the vq:ctablc whose fibres it had 
penetrated when in a fluid state. It i, evident, 
tlwrcfi)re, that thcse pehbles do not owe their 

)1 2 
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spheroidal shape to the effect of any previou. 
attrition in water; because the masscs of mine

rali::ed wood, possessing a degree of hardness 
inferior to the ja"per, and being associated with 
it, would also ha,'e undergone a similar change. 
Pococke, and. more recently, that intelligent 
trayeller Brou'nc, noticed these appearances in 
the deserts; the first on the Aml'ian, and the 
last ,on the Lil'yan side of the Nil. '. Pococke 
seems to have observed the example, he alludes 
to, upon the same spot whcre we found them, 
or ycry ncar to it, fo,' they occnrrcd in the first 
part of his journl'Y from Grand Cairo tll Sue:: '. 

Shall" mentions. ,al~o, his having' ob!'\erved 
instances of thc same kind, on the isthmus 
betwcPll Catrn and Suez; and the fahnlous 
accounts of thc famous Ra, Sem, or fle/rifted 

villa?, in thc Cyrenaica, are supposed by 111m to 
ha,'c deri,'cd their origin from similar phreno
mena'. Shaw notices a method hy whicll the 
petrified palm-tree may be distingUIshed from 

( Il T""d. It) ./fl"ld, (rom th~ ,ear J79:1 to 1798. by IPo G. R,..,.,. 

(I) .. I QhI~"~ 10 th~ ~d m.IIY 1tnnet that 100, ~t,1 1ik~ petrified 

.ood ... . •• I ta. nne plt'ee that .et:med tu ha"f' bct'D a 'arc
bod, ora tttl'." ~l .• / llu Etm, t'Ol. I. p.13l. IAM.I-;43. 

f') See 51",n,,'. f\('(""ount or tb. pltr!fod t,;lJIIIfe, or nI.II, at RtU s.., 
1ft tb. prmlD« or D-laa, in Ute kjDJ'l6ID of Talro .. y. Ttln~u, p. I5L 
~.l1'n. 
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any other mineralized wood. He says', 'the CHAP. 
IV. 

fibres, as in the living plant, "do not run \ ..., . , 
straight and parallel as in other trees; but are 
for the most part oblique, or diverging from oue 
another, in an angle of about ten dpgrees." 

In the gardens and cultivated grounds near 
the Nile, the inhabitants were now beginning 
(AuKust '2'2) to collect the dates; but the corn 
was still Ollt, in some places. Th" mercury in 
the the rmometer, at noon this day, when ob
served in the desert cast of lIeliol)olis, did not 
stand higher than 87° of F'ahrer:heil. The heat 
in England has been sometimes almost equal to 
this in the month of Septemher. 

The facility with which the Arabs run up and 
down the date-trees, at first sight surprises a 
stranger ; but when the attempt is made, nothing 
can be easier. A series of cavities in the bark 
of those trees, as if purposely excavated to 
admit the hands and feet, render the ascent, 
and descent, as practicable as upon the steps of 
a ladder. W (' frequently climbed to the top of 
the tallest palm-trees by means of this natural 
staircase. 

('L Ibid. p. lSI. 

DaCe&alld 
Com. 
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CHAP. !n the t'vening- after nUT arrival, some of our 
IV. • 
.- . party went to an cxhihition of thl' Atmr11.S. or 

.\i.~I"II", Dan(';n~ women, at the house of a lady of Sl)me 

di,tinction , and where it was believed this cu
rions remnant of antient Egyptian ceremonie~ 

Inight be unattended with those violation!; of 
decorum by which they are generally charac
terized. This, however, was not the case. The 
dance was, as u~l1aJ. destitute of grace, activity, 
or decency. It consists wholly of gestures, 
calenlaled to express, in the most gross and 
rcy, 'ting manner, the intercour~e of the sexes. 
In " ,y part nf curo!>e. if It were tolerated, it 
wonld be thought a dq:rading and wretched 
pe rformance; yet the ladi es of Cmro. accus
tomed to the introduction of' these women. upon 
festival days, regard the exe.cise of' the Alme"" 
with amusement, and even with applause. If 
we ma~' judge from the rcprpsentations upon 
Grecian vases, the female Bacchanals of Antient 
Greece exhibited in their dances a much more 
anima~ed and more graceful appearance: yc~ 

the manlier of dancing practised by the Alm,hs, 
how~H:r "fit:nsive in the eyes of civilized na
tions, is the most antient. Hence the observa
tion of Ciuro\ " NEMO &AL'fAT sonRIUS, NJSr 

( I) Orat. pro Murtrn6. 
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FORTE INSANJT:" and if the history of this CHAP. 
IV. 

exer<;ise be traced to its origin, it will be found' • 
t& have nearly the same character all over the 
world. In the anger of Mos", at the dancing of 
the Israelites'; in the reproach cast upon David, 
by Michal the daughter of Saul. for his conduct 
when dancing before the ark'; in the gratifica-
tion afforded to Herod by the dance of Salome'; 
we may perceive what were the characteristics. 
of primreval dances: and if curiosity should 
lead any (,ne to inquire what sort of dancing is 
found among modern nation" where the exer-
cise has not been refined by civilization, his 
attention may be directed ~o the Tarantdlo of 
Italy, the Fm/daugo of Spain , the Barina of 
Ru.ssia, the Caienda of Aji-ica, and the Timorodee 
of Otaheite. Eg¥pt, where no lapse of time 
seems to have effected change, where the con
stancy of natural phrenomena appears to have 
been always accompanied with the same uni
formity of manners and customs, Egypt pre
serves its pristine attachmcnt to a licentious 
dance; and exhibits that dance as it was beheld, 
above three thousand years ago, in the annual 

('2) Exod, xuii. 19. 

(3) ~ S.",uel vi. 20. 

(4) Mattlt. XI\', M.rl vi. JosqJ1&. All/V}. Juri. lib. niH. c. i. 
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CHAP. 
IV. procession to Bubastus;when the temale votaries 
,= . of Diana distinguished themselves. in the cities 

through which they passed by indecency and 
dancing'. Considered therefore with reterence 
to the moral character and habits of the people, 
as well as to their antient historl, this prac
tice of the Almehs may be entitled to some 
notice. Indeed, the part they sustain in the 
,!cale of society in Rg!Jpl is so considerable, and 
the partiality shewn to them so inveterate', that 
it i. impossible to give a faithful account of the 
country without some allu,ion to these women. 
They wear upon their fingers little bells, like 

(I ) Htrodot. ElfitTfJe, c. Go. 
(2) U JI ,,'nt point tit Ille 5"111 elles! point de f~di,. d{JnI tilt. FIt /u.

,m.I. f/WlIhn enl . . .••. Lrs AL~E limt tI~Ult~· dans tOIU It:! HARt.M • 

• • • . . LA, A L'1P. ruri.lm! aur cb.,l".ome dc murnage, eJ mf1rdl~t 
dtVtlnJ la mm" i ,. tn jfJ'umt tit, 1, • .1I ,·umt7U. Elks ,/lg.,frmt t/u,fli till": 

In ntltrrt1JttllJ, et IIl'ctm'pagJ&e1lt k NlIIlJ'lj ell chnnlant dtl air, fu";:bru. 

Elk, JNnIut1ll del gbllusemnu," &c. Savary, L ell. lur r Egyp/e.lolJI. J. 
pp. I ~O. 1 ~!l. ) ;-) -1 . Paris.! 11R;.. SlrangtN who re~ille rur some timt> 
iD Coiro, bowever dillg",tetl by the exbibition IIr the 4J",d, at 6r1t, 
(T8dually advpt the taste of the native inhabitaoti. or tbig we find aD 

instance in J\'idul.,.·, Tran·Jq. .. HV'l"tvf'r much u;,<;pused to recl' ive 
eD~rtainment, they did not pleMe Ui at "rst; tbeir Y(K'al and instru_ 
me:ttal music we thought horrible; and their pt'rsons appeared dis
gustingly u,ly, ¥lith tl,t'ir yt' llow hand~. 'potted races, .. biuru orna
ments, a",J hair larded "itb i liDkiug pttmatum. But bv Jegret!S we 
learued ttt endure them, alld, rur want o f hetter, hq;dll to falley lOme 
of tbem pretty, to imagine their voices agreeable. tbeir movemeQU 

gnceful, thougb indeceDt, and their DlU!ir not abtolut.ely intolerable." 

TrllVe" \Jt Ara6i/J, wi. I. ,.140. Editr.b.1792. 
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small cymbals, which they use as" the Italians CH:AP. 

and Spaniards do their castagnettes. They have, IV • 
• 

also tambour. of dj~rent kinds. The form "r 
one of these seems to have been derived from 
that of the common pumpkin, which is frequent 
among the vegetables of Egypt; for, although the 
tambour he made of wood, it has exactly the 
appearance of half a large pumpkin, scooped, 
with a skin bound over it. The Arabs use 
hollow pumpkins, when dried, as bottles to 
contain water: these becoming hard. are very 
durable, and may have preceded the usc of a 
hollow l\Cmisphere of wood, in the manufacture 
of a tambour. The dances of the A /melts are or tho 

• Alldui'a 
accompanied by vocal as well as by instru- 'Dd C"ol 

I ' 'f h b d I L,m"Ia_ menta musIC; 1 t at may e terme voca , Lion. 

which consists of a continual recurrence of the 
same shrill sounds, caused by trilling the 
tongue against the roof of the 1ll0uth. without 
the utterance of any distinct words. Yet thi& 
singular mode of expressing joy is all that 
constit.utes the Alleluta of the Antients, When 
Lord Hutchinson first entered Cairo, after the 
capture of the city, he was met by a number of 
women who greeted him wit.h AllelUias: they 
accompanied him thro'lgh the streets, clapping 
their hands, and making thi. extraordinary 
noise, in a loud and shrill tone. It seems to be 
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CHAP. a constant repetitiun of the same syllable, ii, or 
IV. • al; uttered in this manner, Ala!alalalalalalal, ,. 

with the utmost rapidity, and without interrup
tion or pause of any kind. The person who is 
able to continue this kind of scream for the 
longest time, without drawing breath, is sup
posed to be the best performer. The same sort 
of singing is practised by the Almehs at funerals, 
with this difference : the Alleluia, or cry of joy, 
consists in a repetition of the syllable al; and 
that which is used to denote grid: is formed by 
a similar repetition of the syllable itl, or el, 
constituting the long protracted elelerle11l, or 
uiulatir!1L I, The tone of voice continue~ the 
same throu;;h botll of these; the Alleluia, and 
the [flulali'nl ' but there seemed to be this 
distinction ill the manner of deliverillg the 
snunds ; that in the former, it was a tremulous 
note ascending ; in the latte!', the same uok 
descending in continual cadences. However, it 
is exceedingly difficult, as perhaps the reader 
has already perceived, to convey, or to obtain, 
ideas of musical soumIs by means of a mere 
verbal description. 

<I) In th~ Pronwt1tt:w PirtcftU of rEMlt!!I,". 10 utte,.. thi. cry of 
lamentalioD, ·E.1.I)..aM). • .a.. .. which the SchotiMt deliOPliuatH e,.,.a;., 
i"';fI')'I"-. .~ Ptnt.wTI..£KIa,"". t(lfft. 1. ,. gS, 8j1. Ho.g. eo..1 ')45. 

StQ"/~, BloMfkld, ~t'. 
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Upon the twenty-third of August we set out CHAP. 
(or the 'PVRAMI os, the inundation enabling us, I~. . 

to approach within less than a mile of the larger Voyage 
ttl the 

pyramid, in our djerm . Messrs. Hammer and PVk.l..N.IIJS. 

Hamilton accompanied us. We arrived at ~iza 
by day-break, and called IIpon some English 
officers who wished to join our party upon thi. 
occasion. From [)j;:::a, our approach to the 
P.1Jramid.. was through a swampy ,,')untry, by 
means of a narrow canal, whieh however wa!": 
deep enough; and we arrived without an~' 

obstacle, at nine o'clock, at the bottom of a 
Rand y ",ope, leading up to the principal pyramid. 
Some Bedouin Arabs, who had a%embled to 

• 
receive us upon Ollr landin~, were much amused 
hy the eag-ernes" excited in our whole party, to 
prove who should first set his foot upon the 
summit of this artificial mountain. As we drew Appearrm("e 

near its base. the effect of its prodigious magni- ~;e;~~ted 
tude. and the amazement caused in vic\ving the :;~~~~~! 
cnormoufol masses used in its construction. 
affected everyone of liS; but it was an im
pression of awe and fear, rather than of plea. 
sure, In the observations of travellers who 
had recently preceded us, we had heard the 
P.lframids described a. huge objects which gave 
no satisfaction to the spet;tator, on account of 
Ih~ir barbarous shape, an,l formal !lppearance: 
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CII.'P. yet to us it appearcd hardly possible, that per
. .!~. . sons susceptible of any feeling of suolimity could 

behold thcm unmoved. With what amazement 
did we survey the vast surface that was pre
sented to us, when we arrived at this stu
pendous monument, which seemed to reach the 
clouds! Here and there appeared some Arab 
guides upon the immense masses above us, like 
so many pigmies, waiting to .hew the way up 
to the summit. Now and then we thought we 
heJ.rd voices, and listened; hut it was the wind, 
in powerful gusts, sweeping the immense ranges 
of stone. Already some of our party had 
begun. the ascent, and were pausing at the 
tremendous depth " 'hich they saw below. One 
of our military companions, after having sur
mounted the most difficult part of the under
taking, became giddy in consequence of looking 
down from the elevation he had attained; and 
being compelled to abandon the project, he 
engaged an Arab to assist him in effecting his 
descent. The rest of us, more accustomed to 
the business of climbing heights, with many a 
halt for respiration, and many an exclamation 
of wonder, pursued our way towards tho. sum
mit. The mode of ascent has been frequently 
described; and yet, from the questions wbich 
are often proposed to travellers, it does not 
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appear to be generally understood. The reader 
may imagine himself to be upon a staircase, 
every step of which, to a man of middle stature, 
is nearly breast high'; and the breadth of each 
step is equal to its height: consequently, the 
footing is secure; and although a retrospect, in 
going up, be sometimes fearful to persons 
unaccustomed to look down from any conside
rable elevation, yet there i. little danger of 
falling. In some places, indeed, where the 
stones are decayed, caution may be required; 
and an Arab guide is al ways necessary, to avoid 
a total interruption; but, upon the whole, the 
means of a,cent are such, that almost evety one 

• 
may accomplish it '. Our progress was impeded 

(I) <l Tbe ,tooes. wherewith the Pyramids nre built, are from fl.,. ... 
to thirty feet lun~. ( Hn-fJlW(us make, fll.onc '!f thtu stfmu ltn thaIr. 

lAirly luI). Blld from three to four feet high." SI,aw', T, al'jOls, p.367. 
lAnd. 1757. 

(~) Upon thii accollut, when we reached the top of the pyrQmid. 

we seut au Amt with a sbort note to tbe uffil't'r who JiSt! abandoned 
the undertaking', urging' him to renew the uHeml't. Arter snane time, 
the messellger ft'turned, hut without our c"mpani.m. The author, 
hearing thi'l, wellt IIOWII to him. and found him ill the eutrance to the 
pyrami.d, sitting: with .. orne Amb.t in the fihade afforded by the large 
projecting muses of stOOl.'; alit.!, havill( ..,.ith soule difficulty prevailed 
upon him to renew the attempt, succeeded in couducting him to tbe 

top. He exprelSed bimsdr un",·jJljng to rf'turn without bavin; grati
fted hi. euriOlity by • view (rom tbe luwmit; but confessed tbat the 

.!foet 
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by other causes. We carried with U8 a few 
in.trumentR; such as, our boat-compass, a 
thermometer, a telescope, &c.; these could not 
be trustod in the hands of the Arabs, and they 
were liable to be broken every instant. At 
length we reached the topmost tier, to the great 
delight and satisfaction of all the P'" ty. Here 
we found a platform. thirty-two feet square; 
consisting of nine large stone., each of which 
might weigh about a ton; altilOugl! they be 
lUuch inferior in size to some of the stone" used 
in the construction of this /,yramid. Travellers 
of all ages, and of various nation~. have hCTf' 

inscribed their names. Some arc writtc'l in 
Greel:; many in j;~'encll; a few in .J1rabic; nne 
or two in English; and others in Latin. \Ve 

~lfect produced upon hi .. 11'11111, by tile lttnpt'ndllull 5itht arouud him, 

"as rather l'aillr'li thaD 1 , leK~ul;:, IIhtl \,ad rrIlJcrt',1 him ~ holly unfit 
fflr thl: t:l;cttj'JU il requind. It h to this f' lr"'llIl1~tllnce tilitl allusioll 

was before made ,' Set! Chop. 11. p. 01.-.); aI/oj it (·IIIlr.rm~ the truth af 

'Ir, BII.Tk.~·" f)h<;~n'atiol1'1, UI'OIl the 11I1prc~ ~ iHlI' to ",h.ch men are 

liable, who, ""'i".ul the l>malle~t rcr~{'l\ltl rln\,;:;er. are tXT'" .. ",!lln tloe 
t;{)ntemiliatiull of ohjec'ls ('1I;('('edin~ly \a~t ill their J.iml·lI~iun<;. Mr. 

nu,u des.crihe-. tue impresl>ion prm.luced by the s/lblime 1oI~ I'''' ' dt'rlll~ 

upon It st'lI~ali f}n of paill; il1l1~lratillg lbi'l h) rf'ft'r!'nce til a pcr~"11 

'tandin~ in rerfNt lecurity ben~alh a prt'cipicc. ane! 11II ' ''i, ': up to~ 

'fard~ its summit. ( 8u PhillNllfJlaicoi E"ljuiry Uufj Ii.'! O";.l1ju '!lOUT 

Idtal '!f tht SttblMlc,lrc. bg Edmund Bu/'.te. Sm. 27. Pa.I" 3. p. '1 \1. 
V. Llntl. Ij~'l. 
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were as desimus as' our predecessors' to leave eftAI'. 

a memorial of OUl' arrival; it seemed to be a tri- \ IV. , 
• 

bute of thankfulne"s, due for the success of our 
undertaking; and presently everyone of our 
party was seen busied in adding the inscription 
of his name'. 

Upon this area, which looks like a point 
when seen from CitrO, or from the lVile, it is 
cxtraordina;'y that none ()f those numerous 
hermits fixed their abode, who retired to the 
tops of columns, and to almost inaccessible 
solitudes upon the pinnacles of the highest 
rocks. It offers a much more convenient and • 
secure retreat than was sel~ctccl bv an ascetic -who pitched his re,idence upon the architrave 
of a tenwle ill the vicinity of Atltells. The heat, 
according to Fahrenheit's thermometer, at the 
time of our coming, did not c)"l....:!etJ 8-l(); and 
the same temperature continued during th" 
time we remained. a strong wind blowing from 
the north-west. The view from this eminence 

(I) "Apr!:!s {IUl" nou~ eOmt'<; 1:"raH~ no. n,Jm~ ~lIr II' ~ommt't de .. 
pyramide, nout clesccDdlmes," &c. SavaI'Y Lell . .\fIr I'E!!lpf~. IMIt. f. 
p.188. Pm', lieS, 

(2) In order to pro,.e hOlY commuJiou: a <:tation till'; plare nfford~. It 
may he Inf'ntioued, that the Autl\(lr was t'mlitll~d to "r, ll'l Up'lll tIlt' ~I'l't 
.leUer tll a fri~nd ill E,.glanr. 
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C/BP. amply fulfilled ollr expectations; nor do the , I:. , accounts which have been given of it, as it 
~~m appears at this season of the year, exaggerate 
:~L Sum- the novelty and grandeur of the sight. All the 

region towards Cairo and the nelta resembled a 
sea, covered with innumerable islands. Forests 
of palm-trees were seen standing in the water; 
the inundation spreading over the land where 
they stood, so as to give th"m an appearance 
of growing in the flood. To the north, as far 
a" the eye could reach, ·nothing could be dis
cerned, but a watery surface thus diversified by 
plantations and by villages. To the south we 
saw tl.le Pyramids if Saw]/,a; and upon the cast 
of these, smaller monuments of the same kind, 
nearer to the Nile. An appearauce of ruins 
might indeed be traced thc whole way from 
the Pyramids if L!Jiza to those of Saccum; as if 
they had been once connected so as to con
stitute one yast cremetery. Beyond the Py
ramids if Saccara we could perceive the distant 
mountains of the SAID; and upon an eminence 
near the Lib!lan side of the Nile there appeared 
a monastery of considerable size. Towards the 
west and south-west, the eye ranged owr the 
great Libyan Desert, extending to the utmost 
verge of the horizon, without a single object to 
interrupt the dreary horror of the landscape. 
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except dark floating spots, caused by the CHAP. 

shadows of passing clouds upon the sand. I:. oJ 

Upon the south-cast side is the gigantic 
statue of thc Sphinx, the most colossal piece of 
sculpture which remains of all the works exe
cuted by the Antients. The French have un
covered all the pedestal of this statue, and all 
the cumhent or leonine part.s of the figure: these 
were before entirely concealed by sand. In
stead, however, of answering the expectations 
raised concerning the work upon which it was 
supposed to reBt, the pedestal proves to be a 
wretched substructure of brick-work, and limall 

• 
pieces of stone, put together like the most 
jnsignificant piece of morlcrn masonry, and 
wholly out of character, both with respect to 
the prodigioug labour bestowed upon the statue 
itself, and the gigantic appearance of the sur
rounding objects. Beyond the Sphinx we 
distinctly discerned, amidst the sandy waste, 
the rcmains and vestiges of a magnificent 
building; perhaps the SER.\PE U ~[. A sort of 
chequered work appeared in the middle of 
many of the stones belonging to this ruined 
edifice. It is unnoticed hy every author who 
has written upon the Pyramids. Indeed, the 
observation of Ge".ffroy, as given in a Rapport 

VOL. ,.. N 
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ulade to the In.titute of Eggpt, during the 
residence of the French at Ca'ro', ia very jlolst; 
that all preceding travellers have attended only 
to the principal objects, in their visits to the 
Pyramid,. They have disregarded a number of 
other remains, less entire, and more diminutive, 
but calculated '.0 throw considerable light UPOll 

the history of those antiquities which here 
occupy such a surprising eJltent. Slml'D, whose 
observations were certainly mad~ upon the 
spot. as will hereafter he proved, has given, i" 
his account of MemjJhis , a description of the 
situation of tbe SERAP.EuM, pointl'dly applicable 
to tbis position of it; indeed it seems almost 
identified by his remark. He says it stoud in a 
place so sandy, that hills of sand were heaped 
there by the winds; and mentions tbe remains 
of Sphinu.<, as marking the place where it 
stood'. A writer of somewhat later date, the 
autbor of the Sit!Jllilie 17enes, which are believed 

( 1) H Rapport a l'lntiotilut~ur I('~ rcr br-rcbts :' fai~dan$I'emll'ace_ 

mept de I'allcit:nue l\Iemllhi 'i , t:t dans loutc l'l:tf'lldue o.lCi ses 6~l'ul

taru." "~. (Olll"ft'r" de I'E!f1Iple, No. 104. p.3. A14 KOlle, lit, 
t l-,nmerie NlUlf/M.~. 

(2) ~£n>J ~ a~ ~I,.ru., Ir ""JU:'Ju "fir,. ',f'lt-, M;" tr' .n,-, 'n~ 
r.,.,.., .. fII('Uu,,,, &f ;" .; ",'",,1,' .. ".).. H Est ctiam Serapium, iu 
loco ... aIde areDOIo, atleo ut .rena! colle~ a vellli, eX8"ertnlur: ibi 

~idiDUa Spbill,e..,'· &.c. Stl't;Jb, Gco!J' leb. xvii. p. I loiS. z,'d. Ostm. 



PYRAMIDS OF DJIZA. 179 

ttl be a composition of the second century, may CHAP. 
IV. 

rather allude to the Serapeum at Memphis, than '--'Y'
to the temple at Alexandria, by the situation he 
assigns to Serapis'. 

Immediately beneath our VIew, upon the 
eastern and western side, we saw so many 
tombs, that we were unable to count them; 
some being half buried in the sand, others rising 
~onsiderably above it. All these are of an 
oblong form, with sides sloping, like the roofs 
of European house.. A plan of th~ir situation 
and appearance is given in Pococke·s Travels'. 
The second pyramid, standin!; to the south
weRt. has the remains of a covering near its 
vertex, as of a plating of stone which had once 
invested all its four sides. Some persons, 
deceived hy the external hue of this covering, 
have believed it to be of marble ; but its white 
appearance i. owing to a partial decomposition, 
affecting the surface on Iy . Not a single frag
ment of marble' can be found anywhere near 

(3) K"; ~~ :t ~ ..... , AU .. , ;C',.W,UI. .. Tuque & rapi l edelll in UXil," 

~ bylllftG 0. (Jc,,16 , .,6. Y. ad fin 

(-4) l>e!criptloD of the East, '1101 . I. Plate uj. p.41. Lolltl.li43. 
(5) Marble was not U5ed fur blllldmgc; m Yer, antient times. .. It 

d,~ lIut appear," ,ayq Slmw, U thilt marhle wac; u .. t'd by the Gr«iaa 

.rti~t'l either in Iculpturt' tit bUlldin,. before the 15th O~JlttJlI. 

" 2 B. C. 
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this pyramid. It is surrounded hy a paved 
court, having walls on the outside. and places 
as for doors. or portals, in the walls; also an 
advanced work. ur portico. A third pyramid. 
of much smaller dimensions than the second, 
appears beyond the SI,ltinr. to the south-west; 
and there are three others. one of which is 
nearly buried in .and. between the large pyra
mid and this statue. to the south-east'. 

Having thu~ sun'eyed the principal objects. 
as they appeared from the "ummit of the greater 
pyramid. we proceeded to the examination of 
the substances. which composed its exterior 
surface. 

The stones of the platform upon the top. as 
well as most of the others used in constl'ucting 
the decreasing ranges from the base upwa:ds • 

B.C. 720. Dd:d~/llt'l statues of lIercull'.J outi Vnuu were of wood, of • 
which, or or rough stuue, were liI..clfisc their iUII)' allft temple~. till 
that time. Th\! alltleut T ... mplc <)1 lJclpJ,i ~a .. huilt lloollt the 65th 
0lt1fllpiLld, B.t. 520, ur :'113 yean. alter the Temple of SoIQ,"I»I." SUI 
Shaw', Truv. p.368. N(J(t 5. JAPlri. I j 51. 

(I) In mClltiuning tbeie rlirliculll~. the author Ulay pos~ihl'y rereat 
what otber travellen have laitl herure, without beillg COIUt'iOUI of so 
doh), : indeed, it is hardly po55ibl~ to a\·o;.1 repetitiou. upuu a luhject 
whicb bas been dilCu~sed by thousllnds, wthuugh the utmost vigihwce 
be uoed. 
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are of 80ft limestone; a little harder, and more 
compact, th'ln what some of our English masons 
vulgarly caU clune"; whereof King's College 
Chapel at Cambridge, and great part of Ely 
Cathedral, is built. It is of a greYish white 
colour; and has this remarkaLle property, that, 
when broken by a smart blow with a hammer, 
it exhales the fetid odour common to the dark 
limestone of the Dead Sea, and of many other 
places; owing to the disengagement of a gaseous 
sulphureted hydrogen. This character is very 
uncommon in white limestone, although it may 
be frequently obseryed in the darker varieties. 
It is now very generally admitted, that .the 
stones, of which the Pyralllid~ consist, are of 
the same nature as the calcareous rock whereon 
they stand, and thai this was cut away in order 
to form them: lIerodu(us says they were brought 
from the Am/'ian side of thc Nile'. Another 
more compact variety of lirnestone is found in 
dctached masses at the base of these structures, 
exactly as it is described by Siml·o; seeming to 
consist entirely of mineralized exuvia:, derived 
from some animal now unknown. We did not 
observe this variety among the constituents of 
the Pyramids themselves, but in loose fragments 

(i) Eut~, c. 8, 

lSI 

CHAP: 
IV. 

- . 



182 

CHAP, 
IV, 

• 

PYRAMIDS OF DJIZA, 

upon the' sand'. 
are lenticular, 

The forms of the petrifaction 
We noticed an extraneou" 

fossil of the same nature in the Crimea, which 
has also been described by Pallas'. Strabo's 
description of this substance corresponds. in so 
striking a manner, with its pres-ent appearance, 
that his account of it may be noticed as afford
ing internal evidence of his visit to the spot. 

Eltu.neous U Among the wonders," says he', "which we 
!.;'''i:1 d,;; saw at the Pyramid's, there is one which ought _'0, ' h ' Th on no account to pa.s Wit out notice. erc 

are heaps of stones, lying among the ruins before 
the Pyramids, in which ar'" found little petrifac
tions, in form a,nd size exactly resembling the 
natural appearance of lentils. The tradition i •. 
that these lentil, arc the petrified remains of the 
food given to the workmen: ' N otwith.tan<ling 
the throng of travellers, particularly of late 
years, who have resorted to the Pyramids, 

- -------_.. - ----

(I) The author hu since heel) inrormed that it has been observed 
a!Dong tile st(mf'5 of wllicb tbe priocipal p~'raruid IS built . 

(i) II bas reCt'iyed the Bppt!IlBtion of Lapu Nummulurirfl, from the 
raemblan{'e of theBe lenticular furms to ,mall coins. Scc 1/0/. II 
Clwp. V. p. 228. Cktnt'O .EditiDIi. 

(3) "£. ai .... 'T;' ecdi ........ u,' y;, i. 'Ttiir n~.~:'1 ... ~ ... ~:;.. • • iI. *~.u 
.. ~...u,..u. . 'E&,.~ ... ii, ). ... nl .. ", "",(.f ..... , .. (A ':",;;, n"t¥:)., C""" .. · it 

........ , ~. ,j,(;,.,,:" .. ..J.r.'YfUI-':"lIL .. al m,. _. ",,-yi'u fllLlul ')~ · 1'1';, ~I, •• : ~~ 
I .. _:,,,... .:: .. ;,,..).,,,,;,..,,,. j,,,, • .,.(iX'" 4>.,.:)' c .. ,).,~",r,;.«. )..;"'.~ • .,.ii, .,..;; . 
ia--t~- .. ~s. SU"bon. Cellg . .'ib. uii. 1" II <lli. Ed. O~o". 
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almost all of whom have borne away some me- CHAP. 
IV. 

morial of their visit to the place, not a single __ .... __ 
specimen of this very curious variety of lime-
stone has yet been observed in any collection of 
minerals, public or private'. Shaw mentions 
the mortar used in the construction of the Pyra-
mids '; although a very erroneous notion be 8till 
prevalent, that the most antient buildings were 
erected without the use of cement. A reference 
to this kind of test has been frequently made, 
with a view to ascertain the age of antient 
arehitecture. All that can be asserten, how-
ever, upon this su~ject, with any degree of 
certainty, is, that if the mo"t antient architec-
ture of Greece sometimes exhibit examples of 
masonry without mortar, that of Egypt is 
vpry differently characterized. As we de
scended from the sumrllit, we found mortar in 
all the seams of the different layers upon the 
outside of the pyramin; but no such appear-
anee could be discernetl in the more perfect 
masonry of the interior. Of this mortar we 
detached and brought away several specimens. 

(4) Gn:avt$ "'8<; almo'lt I!i~rtlsetl to douut the truth of Sl.,.ato', de
scription, Mca.use h(' dill nut oh<ic- tve th .::~c petriractions. .. Were not 
Stmho a writer of mu('h gra ... ity. I iillOuhl suspect these petrtfitd 
graillcs," Py ramtdot;. p.119. lAnd. 1646. 

(5) Travels in tbe L ':I'lJHI, p.Jr.a. Lond.1751. 
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CHAP, 'It is of n coarse kind; and contains minute 
IV. 

, , ' fragments of lerra cotta, Gro/:al says it does 
not differ Irmn the mortar now ill use', S/ww 

belie,-ed it to cOllsist of sand, wood 3shc8, and 
lime', 

lAbour.< or The Frellcll. had been very assirtllou!oO in their 
~~~t"(h researches among the~e buildings. They c ,'en 

attempted to open the smallc"t of the three prin
cipal Pyramids; and ha"ing- e/t"ctf'O a very 
considerable ch.,m in one of its sides, ha,'e left 
this mark behind them, a" an cverlastin~ testi
mony of their curiosity allli zeal. The landing 
of our army in E!(ljpl put a stop to their !ahom". 
Had it not been f(.r this (;ircumstanct·, the ir,teriol' 
of that mystC'riotiN 1ll0llltlllcnt \,'oldd probably 
be now suLmiued to the inquiry which hns long 
been an object aillong literary men. 

We were employed for a considerable time In 

a very useless manner, by endeavouring to 
measure the height of the I;rcater pyramid, 
This we cndeavourcd to efrect, by extending a 
small cord from the summit to the base, along 
the angles formed by the illdination of its 

(I) See DtnD"" V\ly~(", as publir.hed by Pellin', tom. II. p.80. 
Appe7td. JAM. 18~. 

(~) See SMw', Tnn!'ls, p. 3G8. al.o p.206. Lmd. 1757. 



PYRAMIDS OF DJIZA. 18.'; 

planes; and then measuring the base as aceu- ell.u. 
rately as possible, together with the angle of \ ,;:. , 
inclination subtended by the sioes of the pyra-
mid. The result, however, as it disagreed with 
any account hitherto published. did not satisfy 
us'. It is a curioll~ circumstance, that all ac-
counts of its perpendicular height differ from 
each other. Some Fre1lch engineers measured 
successively all the different ranges of stone, 
from thc ba;;e to the summit. According to 
their observations, the height of this pyramid 
c'luaJs four hundred and for ,y-e;ght Frellch feet'. 

\Ve now proposed to enter this pyramid: and 
• 

as an inquiry into the origin and antiquity of 
these buildings will be reserved for a subse
quent consideration, (after a careful examination 

(.1) "Although theH immf!o~e masses had been within OUI "it'w 
(Of the pr<!('ediug' three days, anti we gradually Bj'l,ruftcheJ thenl in 

Ute boat, un our arrival we were more astonished than ellef: InC' pro4 
digioUI StOllC11o which arp. riled nile UpOIl another ill rel'ular courses, 
aud join"'d t<l~~lher "'ith {'emellt, an! cUlItiuueti to such all ('J;ceediog 
height, lhlll !>ome per .. "" .. UII the tup "f the great IlyramiJ appeared 

to us immediately uuder it, :t~ if t;lcy Wl're hirds." Squire's MS. 
JaurMl. 

(4) DluTipt. dn P!lrom. rIt Ghize, po.r J. Grobn"t. See Ptlti~r'. 
Edit. of Y"!Qge ~ ... Effpl~ par DeMit. A,p'u. tDm. U. p.62. .Lottd. 
180S!. 
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CHAP. of the Pyramids "f Saccara, as ",ell as of those 
IV . 
• _, of /4i"o. ) a few brief remarks, containing little 

Theft com_ 
mined by 
an .lrab. 

else than a mere description of objects, as they 
appeared to us, are all that will be added to 
this Chapter. 

As we ascended the sand y slope that extends 
from the mouth of the pyramid. on each side. 
towards the angles at the base. we observed 
that the AraJ.s had considerably increased in 
number since our arrival. and were verv da-• 
morous. One of them. while we were mea-
suriog the pyramid. had stolen the boat-compass 
given ·to us by Captain Clarke ; an irretrievable 
loss in such a situation. We offered ten times 
its value to the Sheik who accompanied us, but 
the thief had disappeared ; besides. it wus im
possible to make an Aral' sensible of thc sort of 
instrument for whose recovery the reward was 
proposed. The Bedouin, who had stolen it. no 
doubt considered it to be a box of magic or of 
divination, whereby infidels were guided to the 
knowledge of hidden treasure; in search of which 
they always believed us to be engaged. They 
had the same opinion of the thermometer which 
they saw us carry to the summit. In many 
parts of Turkey, this last was believed to be an 
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instrument for ascertaining distances during a CHAP. 
IV. 

journey. • 
, 

Having collected our party upon a 80rt of V;';lto ~ 
IlIten()r of 

platform before the entrance of the passage .... 1"," 
leading to the interior, and lighted a number of PYRm,d. 

tapers, we all descended into its dark mouth. 
In viewing this entrance, the impression made 
upon everyone of us was, that no persons could 
thus have laid open the part of the pyramid 
where this channel was concealed, unless they 
had been previously acquainted with its situa-
tion; and for obvious reasons: First, becallse 
its position is almost in the centre of ooe of its 
planes, instea,i of being at the base. Secondly, 
that no trace appears of those dilapidation. 
which must have been the result of any search 
fur 0. passage to the interior ; such, for example, 
as nuw remain for a memorial of the labours of 
the French near the smaller pyramid, wbich 
they attempted to open. The opening has been 
~ffected in the only point, over all the vast sur-
face of tlie great pyramid, where, from the 
appearance of the stones inclined to each other 
above the mouth of the passage, any admission 
to the interior was originally intended. So 
marvellously concealed as this entrance must 
ha vc been. shall we credit the legendary story 
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of au Arabian writer, who, discoursing of the 
Wouders of Egyp,', attriLuted the opening of 
this pyramid to A/manIOn, a Caliph of Babylon, 
about nine hundred and fifty years since? A 
single obsen'ation of Stra{'o overturns its credit 
in au instant; as the same pas~agc WU!:; ' evi
dently known to him, above eigl.t centuries 
before the existence of t/,e said Caliph. lie 
describes not ollly the exact position of the 
mouth of the pyramid, but even the Ilature of 
the duct leading to the e~~1'/, or SlJros, in such a 
manner, that it is impossible to obtain, in fewer 
words, a more accurate description ~ . It seems 
also tru!" that this op,olling had been made 
before the time of Jlr'rodolus, although his testi
mony be less de('isi\'~. He speaks only of 

(I) G . . -llmer. Hut . . Irub. t:x ('flit. RTp. Sl'e G"~Qvel, P.\' ramid .... • 

,rapbia, pa;. ·H. !AI/d, 1646. .A/"iUe' IIall a sillillar nutiou: .. Ce rut 

dune's&tJ .. cJoute MlU'i les Prillce~ MalwmHaus, et par Ie (;alir~ !\tab· 
Plout. qui rcglluit a. IbgJ;lIl. t't flui Oluurut raa .It: I'Eg)"r!! ~O:). ain,j 

que Ie ""prorlent Ie' puleu, ... Arahcl , '1U<." C<'"tlc iml' it·lj· rut cummise." 
Db<Tiplion d~ r EKlIPt~, IG1II. I. p. :II!). 1740. 

(2 ) ".EX" r ;. :';u PI"/~ ~'" ft •• ),,~ }.:I •• iE.,t"',ou'· ';'t".<t"l, 01 
"':t"~ if':"' , •• ,.,. ptXt' ,/,;j~ I';.,,; . •. In medilt fere Ja1~rUln alututlin<.", 1111i ... 

C!lemtili, eM : eO(lue sublato ohliqua fi .. tula Uiq1t<." ad loculum." Strnlh 

(kog. lib. IVU. p. 11 ·1.;. Ed. OZ(IJI. 

The Orford EJitor of SlrabQ. in commenting upor> the "'old" 
';I"! i,,,,; ,..",A.#& I"Xt' ",;;,I,f.~I, jwtly obRne5 (Yid. Nf>t. '17. ibid.) the 
('Oincldcoce betwean Slrabu ', Ju«il'uon of the .nuance, a:IJ that givell 
by Gf'tUW'I aDd L~ BTu!!tI. 
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subterraneous chambers '; but it were impos
sible to know any thing of. their existence, 
unless the pyramid had first been entered. 
Hence it is evident, that. a passage to the inte
rior had been obtained from the earliest age in 
which any account was given of this pyramid; 
and perhaps it never was so completely· closed, 
but that with a little difficulty an access might 
be effected. Prorp.p.ding down this channel 
(which may be compared to a chimney about a 
yard wide, inclined, as Greaves affirms" by an 
angle of twenty-six degrees to the platform at 
the entrance,) we presently arrived at a very 
large mass of granite: this appears .to have 

• 
been placed on purpose to choke up the pas-
sage; but a way has heen made round it, by 
which we were enabled to ascend into a second 
channel, slnping. in a contrary direction, to- . 
wards the mouth of the first. This is what 
Greaves calls the )irst galler!J '; and his descrip
tion is so exceedingly minute, both as to the 
admeasurements and other circumstances be-. 
longing to these passages, that it were a useless 

(3 ) Hn-odot. Efl.lt1"pe. t:, li5. 

(4) Pyr.midograrbi't p. 8S. Lo»d.1646. 

(5) Ibid. p.86. 
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CHAP. the Antients; for tllis exactly answers to the 
,""....,I~ .... -' description given by Pliny of this well'; and, in 

all probability, the depth of it d·)cs not much 
diller from that which he mentions, of cighty
Fix cubits, or one hundred and twenty-nine feet, 
making the cubit equal to eighteen inches. 
Pliny says that the water of the Nile was be
lieved to communicate with this well . The 
inundation of the river was now nearly at its 
height. -"lay it be supposed, that, hy some 
hithcrto unobsen'cd and secret channels, it is 
thus convey cd to the bottom of this well? It 
seems more probablc, that the water is nothing 
more than the usua; result of an excavati'Jn in a 
stratum of JilllcstOlie, carried on to the depth at 
which water naturally lies in other wells of the 
same country; as, fi.r example, in the pit called 
Joseph's 11'<11, in the Citadel of Grand Ca.ro. 
The hill ",!.ereon this pyramid stands, is ele
vated about a hundred feet above the level of 
the plain country through which the Nite flows; 
and, allowin:; for the height of the .mouth of the 
well above thc base of the /J!;ramid, we shall 

(1) If loPyramitle mlXim~ est iotus puteu,> oct(lfl.,ta sex cubi. 
torum, ftulDen ill" n'!mj5~ uID <Il"bitrDutur." l~/j.·I. )Ji,l. X(I/. lib. xu' i. 
~.If. L. &1. 163i. 
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have nearly the distance required 
Buuk below the bed of the river. 

for a ahaft 

198 

CHAP. 
IV. 

Some of the officers belonging to our party, E,.m;na-

h'l ' d ' "h II twn of W 1 e we were occupie In exammmg t e we J lOme infe-

I d d ' d hid h ,;0< Chan. la ISCOVere· two or tree ow uets, or c an- nel ... 

nels, bearing off from this passage to the east 
and west, (like those intersecting veins called 
by miners cro.".""urses,) and which they be· 
lieved to have been overlooked by former tra
vellers. Certainly there is no accurate notice 
of them in the descriptions given by Sandys, 
Ct'eaves, Vansleb, Pococke, Shaw, Niebultr, Maillet. 
Lucas. Norden, Savary, or any other 3Jlthor 
that we have consulted, I'erhaps the French 
engineers employed under Menou in the exami. 
nation of the Pyramids, by removing the stones 
which had closed the mouths of these channels, 
have laid them open. We undertook a most 
laborious and difficult task, in penetrating to 
the extremities of these ducts. The entrance 
being toCl low to admit a person upon his hands 
3Jld knees, it was necessary to force a passage 
by lying flat upon our faces. gradually insi
nuating our bodies, by efforts with our arms 
and feet against the sides. The difficulty, too. 
was increased by the necessitv of bearinsr lillhted 

VOL. v. 
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('HAr. tapers ill our hands, which were liable to be 
J\'. 

I ,.; extinguished at every instant, in the cflorts 
madr to ad ,·ance. As we continued to struggle 
in this maimer, one after another, fearful of being 
at last jammed between the stones, or suffo
cated hy' heat and want of air, a number of 

_ bats, alarmed by our intrusion, endeavoured to 
make their escape. ThIs we would gladly have 
-permitted, but it was not easily effected. Flyinll' 
8!folillst QUI' hand. and faces, they presentl .V 
pxtinguished some of our tapers, and were with 
diffirulty sufIered to p""~ by us. After all our 
trouble. we observe,l little worth nOllce at thr 
end of any of these cavities. In one, which the 
author examined,' he tound, at the extremity of 
the channel, a small square apartment, bardy 
lar',e cnou;.:h to allow of his sitting upright; the 
floor of which was covered with loose stones, 
promiscuously heaped, as by persons who had 
succeeded in clearing the passage leading thi
ther. All these trifling channels and chambers 
are perhaps nothing more than s? many vacant 
~paeeH, necessary in carrying on the work dur
ing the construction of this vast pile, which the 
workmen neglected to /ill as the building pro
ceeded; like the cavities behi"d the me/opes in 
the Parliu:llon alAthens, which, although usually 
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filled in Grecian temples, were, as we find in 
certain instances, left void. 

195 
CHAP. 

IV. - ' y -

After once more regaining the passage whence Cham"', 
of diE" 

these ducts diverge, we examined a chamber &1'""'''' 
at the end of it, mentioned by all who have 
described the interior of this building. Its roof 
is angular; that is to .ay, it is formed by the 
inclination of large masses of stone leaning 
toward each other, like tbe appearance pre-
sented by those masses wi.".:, :l ,'P ah'lve the 
entrance to the pyramid. Theil '!U,ttmi> the pas-
sage altogether, we climbed the slippery and 
difficult ascent which leads to what is called the 
principal chamlJCr. The wo~kman"hip, from its 
perfection, and its immense proportions, is truly 
astonishing. All around the spectator, as he 
proceeds, is full of majesty, of mystery, and of 
wonder. The materials of this gallery are said 
by Greaves to consist of white and polished 
marble'. This we did not observe. l'ocoche also 
mentions J}ilqstres in an anticloset before the 
principal chamber'; circumstances which are 
inconsistent with received opinions respecting 

...... - --
(I) Pyramidj)J'ral,hia. p. 90. I.(md.1646. 

(4]) De.c:riptiUQ u£ the East, vol. f. p.4."1. Ltnt4.IHa. 

O:! 
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CRAP. antient architecture. The pi/ast" is believed to 
and marhle, according to 

IV. 
''--... • .....,. be of modern date; 

some writers, was not uscd by architects before 
the fifteenth Olympiad'. Presently we entered 
tbat "glorious roome," as it is justly called by 
C,'em'ts', where. "as within some consecrated 
oratory, Art may seem to ha\'e contended with 
Nature." It stands" ill the very heart and 
centre of the ]Jyramid, equidistan: from all its 
sides, and almost ill the midst between the 
basis and the top. The floor, the side., the roof 
of it, are all made of va~t and exquisite tables 
of Thebaick marl·/e." By Greaves'. Tltebaick 
marh/" is to be understood that most beautiful 

• 
variety of granite called, by Ita/ian lapidaries, 
Granito rosso', which is composed essentially of 

feldspar, of quartz, and of mica. It is often called 
Ori~al graniJe, and sometimes Egyptian gra1lite, 

but it diffe.. in · no respect from European 

(I) Before!! Chrilt. j'la. Su a forme1' Nllte in this Cluaptu. Jt 
Ibould be laid. however, that 8/1(11". ,.·ho mak., this rt'mark, (TYtltl. 

,.368, N .. _ 5. Lond. 17S •• ) applie5 it to tile GUCW1l, aDd Dot to 
Z,ypiitnt. artists. Tb.'rc are J)o,.ic pilgllal, of the age or A.gtutlU, 
jp the re .. int: of M#N1I4I'. Villa, IIcar lUtme; aDd the immense eapi. 

tau dPcoftftd amool the rtliUI or a temple at GiTgmli eviciently 

beloopd to pUiuUN of mucb earlier Jate. 

(9) PyracoidocT&Phia, p. 95. 

(3) See Fwid. TRw", p. ZiG. LMfI. )jiG. 
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granil6, except that the redfeldspar enters more 
largely as a constituent into the mass than is 
usual in the granite of Europe'. So exquisitely 
are the masses of this granite fitted to each 
other upon the sides of this chamber, that, being 
without cement, it is really impossible to force 
the blade of a knife between the joints. This 
has been often related before; but we actually 
tried the experiment, and found it to be true'. 
There are only six ranges of stone from the 
floor to the roof, which is twenty feet high; and 
the length of the chamber is about twelve yards. 
It is also about six yards wide. The roof or 
ceiling consists only of nine pieces, of .tupen-

• 
dous size and length, traversing the room from 
side to side, and lying, like enormous beams, 
across the top. 

(4) The author hIlS st-eo grande of the ~lIIme kind •• 1Id of equal 
beauty, in fragmeut, . upou the dlOrt:luf the Hdriola. particularly at 

l«ArUUl. 

(5) DiofWrw pvticularly .Uudn to te same tbing. to But this 
work." &IIy' he. H i, Dot only worthy of praise on aecount of ih tDal
oitude, but wonderful for tile skill displayed, and remarkable for tbe 
Dature of the ~t..olle; ,iDee tbat in so much va!'otness there W&$ nol a 
wure Dot • blemi. h ,,/.sible." T~);. tt)'" ~_. '"' ,un, J_ ........ 
~,,..,., .,,*X-, q,.,. •. u •• -> or; '"Vf I_~, ... or; or'; AU .. ,m. 
~~ • ., ., I, .... ~" ,..,.lIu,... a. ••• .o.. ,.;... .1fl..I1., /It"'''' 
~"'" DiDll.Sic. lib.i. c.41. ,.$7. «I.""~ .4*".1746. 
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Near the western side, stands the Soro" of 
'-... y,-.'" the same kind of granite as that which is used 
The ,s,If'iU. for the walls of the chamber, and as exquisitely 

CHAP. 
IV. 

polished. It is distinguished by no difference 
of form or dimensions from the common appear
ance of the Soros, as it is often seen in Turki," 

towns, when employed by the inhabitants to 

snpp:y the place of a cistern. It resembles, as 
Grem'ps has remarked', "two cubes, finely set 
together, and hollowed within; being cut smooth 
and plain," without sculpture or engraving of 
any kind. its length on the outside i. seven 
rcet three inchcs and a half; its depth, three feet 
three i'IChes and th.ree quarters; and it is the 
same in breadth. Its position is north and soutb. 

This beautiful relic was entire when our 
troops were landed in Egypt. Even the French 

had refused to violate a monument considered 
by tl"dvellers uf every age and nation as conse
crated by its antiquity; having withstood the 
ravages of time above three thousand years, 
and all the chances of sacrilege to ~hich it was 
exposed during that period from wanton indis
criminating barbarity. It is therefore painful 
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to relate, that it is now no longer entire. The 
,oldiers and sailors of our army and navy 
having had frequent access to the interior of the 
p'Iramid, carried with them sledge-hammers, to 
break off pieces, as curiosities to be conveyed 
to England; and began, alas! the havoc of its 
demolition '. Had it not been for tha classical 
taste, and the laudable interference, of Colonel 
now General Stewart. then commanding-officer 
in that district, who thrcntened to make an 
example of any individual, whether officer or 
private, who shoul,\ disgrace his country by 
thus waging hostility against HIStory and the 
Arts, not a particle of the Soro. would haye re
mained. Yet, a. a proof of the dIfficulty which 
attended this wor, e than Scythian ravage, the 
peTsons who thus left behind them a sad memo
rial uf the Brit;,h name, had only succeeded in 
accomplishing a fracture ncar one of the angles. 
It was thus disfigured when we arrived; and 
('VeTY traveller uf taste will join in reprobating 
any future attempt to increase the injury it has 
so lamentably sustained. 

(2) Duria, tbe lame ",cd .. in ",Iucb tbis Chapter w .. printincl 
IItlle pie«, uf Kranite ",erc ,bc"u ttl the author, as .. hill 0/ r,., 
PMra44' To ... 6," _bicb ",e~ ta~e1l (,'IW thi. U'pt&k4u. 
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CHAP. Having quitted lhi~ Pyramid, we amused our
I I:. / selves by a cursory survey of the rest; con

cerning which we have nothing to communicate 
that would not be a mere repetition of what has 
been already related by many other writers. 
We then descended into Rome of the smaller 

Th. 
6ra"I:I . 

sepulchres. The walls witbin these were 
adorned with hierogl!lpltics. In some instances. 
we noticed the traces of unticnt painting. an art 
that seems to haye been almost co-eyal with the 
human race. The most remarkable instance of 
this kind was discovered by the author in a 
situation where, of all others, it was least to be 
expec\ed.-upon the ",,-face of the Sphinr. As 
we drew near to view ,this prodig-ious colo .. ~us, a 
rcddish hlle was disceruible ovcr the whole mass, 
quite inconSistent with the common ('OIOUf of 
the limestone used in building" the p'~ramids, 
and of which the Sphinx itself is formed. This 

If, JUrl'~ induced us to examine nlore attentively the 
fOUM l1i be. . 
pain..... superficIes of the statue: and havmg succeeded 

in climhing beneath the right ear of the figure, 
whero thc surface had never been broken, nor in 
any degree decomposed by the action of the 
atmosphere. we found. to our very great sur
prise, that the whole had once beeu painted of 
II dingy red or blood colour, like some of the 
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stuccoed walls of the houses in Pompeii and CHAP. 

Herculaneum' . Upon this painted surface there ,-1.,.:_' ,.I 

(I) S~e RODR and RI£N. II 011 {h~ Paintiftg qf tlt~ Atalie,," •• " p.53 • 

.,.Im., 1787 ... It is really astolli~JIIOg that a I,cuple~ whicb, if "e 
elcept the ub;tadc, a rising' frum clJlllate alld the tlt'spotlim of its 

prihts and its ruler~. poues~ed folleb ahuDllaut mean 4 of "Ievating the 
Arts tu the hi,best degree of perf~ctioll. dId '0 little underlitand bow 
W u!e these mt'~n~. lu the,t' gillwillg col"ur5 , o( which the original 
qUlllit, remain, unaltered ami cllli re, aner t1luu~an(15 of years, ill tbest' 

lOU well~pruf'r\'ed colours of tile rn\'''ll t ombs of Bllu.~ £L MOLUCH , of 

tite celllnJ! at TCN1YKA aud Sv£.!Otc, alld In the ('OIOUfS O( lhe faileD 

Sphilll ,war th~ KlltU~lIt HE' IOPI}U8, ute th~coyered re .. ource§ of which 

fe" natioo" h.,·e I~ell ahle to IJOast, and which LOllul CayllU ' UpVtl'lef! 
to {·omi .. l III cUluiu .harp ,ud curruulIIg ntaterials, "Illch uOlted the 
c ... I"lIr~ ,,, firmly wltll the \)ody, that ('rlllune .. "ould produce I. U n!+ 

feratlOn III HU' ir sub<.taucc·. Thi~ "uprosilion i~ pt'rh:lp~ erron('ou. 

(;urr\>JlII": m .. lerlal" d.) 1I0t always prKerve the culours, but dest roy , . . 
c~rtllill klll \I~, <,r at lea .. t chall~t! them, h slIcn a OlUDuer. that tht!y 
are far (r.nH ft"OIRinin!1; "hat they were. I will vcnture a ~urpo~itioD, 

wbich. howCler, I meau t tl lry rreviou~ ly, by an experIment ",hi"h, for 

that purl"'~e. I rr.l"o~e to IRdke. I think, Damely, I may conjecture. 

not .... Ithout rea,uD, that the E.r,ypIUlNl tlld IIIIt put on the colour ill 
the mannrr III ... I,jch I' i~ done now; becau~e the u .. c of the peDcil was 

rntirely u" known tn them. NothlUg" "IoI.S left them, ill tbis re"pect. 

l.ut to tlllltt' a rla~tic \is6J Illa .... s o thoroughly WIth til!' simplc 

I.'oloul"'l, thai the ",b.ll!! ma~<i; which chry put 00 contained th(\~e 

coluun. It ''I preci,ely tb!! lime, wuether tbill couiiite::d of a kind of 

wal, of ceilleut-elirth hard ae stulle. or of sometuio," similar. Thij 

tbey coulti ea~ily pu.t on, hy muns of their in .. trum!!uls; aoJ indeed 
the e."it!r, as th.y kllew of DO JUiliD~ and of no ihadlll;::- of colours. 
but pilioted all in unirurm colours. nil, yellow, or otherwise. The 
plutic mau, or cemeut.earth, I.ardenf:'d eitber by en('au~ti c treatmCDt, 

wbicb w .. Dot unkoowo to them, or by itself. This must very Datu

rally pruerve the culours in equal 'tren;;th, as tbey were bound to
,ether aDd retulered permanent by tbemail its!!)f. Uld quite ioeor

,.......ted ioto it, wblch is particularly Cru- of ,tone- and e&rth-coluu". 

To"Warcl 
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ClIAP. was also an [".,cnotion; but .0 concealed, by its 
I~. """' situation beneath the enormous ear of thc Sphinr, 

::';)::: and !OlQ out of the reach of observers viewing 
'"n' /. . the statue from below, that no notice has yet 
UT1rh<JA . 

bcen taken of it by any preceding traveller. As 
to the age of this inscriptio>!, the reader must 
determine for himself. At the .ame time, it may 
be proper to add. that it bear. the characteristic 
of a high antiquity in the manner of applying the 
wTltmg. There is a pa~~ag'e in th(~ Book of 

Deuteronom.~ which proves that the custom of 
writing UpOIl plaister existed ill the fifteenth 
century before the Chri.,timl ",ra. The i sral"iites 
are th,us in.tructed to write the l.aw; and it is 
very prohah:e thai .Uo.<f", had learned the art 
from the l:.'!:IJ/Jlium-, "1'1101 ' ~IIAI.T SET 'lI .ll·: 

1"P (:rn: ..s.T STU\")..:':, A~J) PL\ISTJ:!t '1'11""1 \\ ITII 

PI .o\151'£H: ASJ) TIIOl'" ~IIAI.T WHITE LPOS 

TUf.:\t AU. TilE wORns 0 .. ' TilE 1..-\,,"':' The 
two tirst lines are Coptic; the rest is Arabic. 
Tnc characters were of considerable size, and 

TO'l'ard th~ Itllfl fir IlIi, work. 1 ~h:11I mal..t my rtl\cI~r~ an lUlilltcd 

",111 \ ul"h a kind tof c,.m~nt -"lrth. awl ducril,t Ih ",hult (,'o lllp'Jioition • 

• 1 .. d" In l'lnh.e~ •• It uut iuh-rior to Ill)' '1IId~tVll", (,W ltj 'plrk. 
_MoQ .trul"k, and to .hich, • .,.h wit Iud 1,IIl\tl f' trulI.-"u" vue may 
~,\e Ilot ollly the cum I-lett .ppearallee ur • wurk cUUlJ"'lkd or raw 
land.ttonf', hut .I~o III tbe Cl,Iluurs, lOt.! illi the lirmQcu. bllrdaeu. 
and d.lrahtlily or ,tone ," 

(l) DnIl, utii, 'i. J.. 
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they were inscribed in black paint upon the c~¢~. 

red surface of the statue. Tbe author bestowed ''-...... --' 
all possible care and attention in making the 
following copy of them, as a fae-simile. 

H ~ I 
Lfv .. 
o :> 'C 

Co. 

c e w 

~. 

'-A-
J I 
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CHAP. Above 
IV. 

' ......... ....,. written. 

these, and closer under the ear, were 
very conspicuously, these curious 

Custom of 
painting 
Antienl 
&.tun. 

A I 

probably also Aral:ic, but in their appearance 
somewhat resembling the kind of writing pre
served among the Inscriptiones SinaiCtI', as pub
lished by Kircher and by Pococke '. Accl)rcling 
to l'ococke, this was not engraven. but /Jainted, 
or siained. upon the rock where he saw it. 

'Whatsoever may be the age of these charac
ters, the specimen of painting exhibited by the 
superficies of the stoDe is of still higher anti
quity; Dot merely because the Inscription ap
pears upon the painted surface, but from the 

(1) SH Plat~ LV. IlUCript. 86. Ik,cr. llf 1M Erut, wi. I. p. J.t9. 
LtMJ. 1743. .. The Gr«lJ," says Poc«je, tI ull tbi. iDlCriptiolll 
e..-x~. ny.,.-.. "TAe.".,-tU.f God nt.8TlIl~tI. ,. The .ame 
iUCripUoD lDIIyabo bt: round jg "taCH .. ', Prwirntll6 OyItiew. 
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reeemblance which the style of colouring bears CH4P. 

to other examples which may be mentiIlDed., I~. 
The statues of the Parthenon at Athens were 
originally painted and gilded '; and however 
contrary the practice may seem to our notioDs 
of taste, a custom of painting statues, and of 
gilding the hair of images representing celestial 
beings, has continued, without intermission, from 
the age of Pericles and the golden-haired Apollo8 
of Greece, down to the rera "f those Italian artists 
who filled our old English churchps with ala-
baster monuments, where, besides the paint.ed 
dfigies of our ancestors', may be seen the 
figures of angels with gilded wings and gilded 
hair. But these are subjects which, to a writer 

(2) t . AI'aul ' lUI.' ('~ marhre pr(.l' ieux ellit ~t~ netto) ~ , it conscrvoit 
dn tra( e ~ , I lOfI -~ ('ult'IlI (lI t de h couleul' encaustique dODt, suivant 
I'USIlgI! ,I". G rc,~, (,II f' nil u l ~lI it la sculpture. Ol<lii "ncore d'une 
\ erltalole " eillturc dont Iluelques rarties {'tfJient {'uun~rtel; usage 
qui tit'llt am. pf<lt'et.!ci de I'ellfall ('e de I'a rt , UUll t II ne , ' el ojt pas eD.· 
('ore dcharfa~~. I.e fullt! I!t llit LI('u; It's chel'CH.t c t quelques parties 

du corp" P.TOIENT DOni~." /'(,1 ' JlIO''''nle7U Ant''l"es iJaJd,l6. De-
6crqllimc d'un JJrrs.&ltI·/ d. Partl,mon, par A. L . 111111,,(. Tracts of 
gildmg nrl! "till to he pert:ein~J Oil the !twr of the \'EIlrl'US de MeJicis. 

(3) A. .Jl\{·udnl monument u( tl lI ~ klCd , t'r('cted ovu the bodies 0( 

LrrtJSURflf'.Y the Pod " ml his fallilly, may be i{'en iu FmMliIlgJuu .. 

Churcb, SIl.tl;'II. Shnh}~"rt ha~ finely (nailed himself of this prac~ 
th.e, in tbe imar;e or HtrmlO~ ( /YIN/er's Tille) : 

•• P4VL. ('> pal 'en("C' 

TIl" ''''flU' I. but ""1.1 6:1:1. tbc tolIv 'I 

liGt dry. .. 

, 
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CH .<P. fond of pur.uing the mazes of antient history, 
\ IV. . offer such alluring deviations from the main • 

(r"m 

route, as might lead both him and his reader 
into almost endless digression: the vesti,;cs of 
antient art, and the remains of antient cllstoms, 
visible in our daily walks and in every haunt of 
lociety. 80 frequently suggest themselves to 
philosophical reRection, that. if due attention 
were paid to them, whole volumes would be 
inadequate to the dissertations that might be 
written . . A few observation. only. selected from 
the pages of all authc.r who has expressed a 
similar ohsen'ation; and who. most learnedl~' 

illustrating the arts of painling and writing 

among the antient'Egyptians'. has concentrated 
within a small compass whatever might have 
hecn added upon these topics; may terminate 
this chapter . 

.. The number of things to be spoken of here 
will not permit us to treat of each in particular: 
for it is necessary sometimes to neglect details, 

• and confine oUl'~elves to essentials only. that a 
chapter may cont<tin what might otherwise re
quire a whole book. . The loss of the greater 

( I) PI,ilutophiea' l>i.~ert.tWln (In the Eg1lpti"," ud OiIfM" to.\" 
J'~ Pauw, "lui. I. pp. 167,11:8, tS!), 190. 'JCIJ, Z03. L"IUi. 1i95. 
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part ()f the history of the Arts in Egypt is a 
<:ircumstullcP truly lamentable. All the wrecks 
1l0W remaining form I)nly a mutilated body. 

• • • 
" Pliny has fallen into an unpardonable con

tradiction, when he maintains that the art of 
writing had been known from all eternity', and 
denies, at the same time, that the Egyptians 

practised paiTltil/~ do ring six thou.and yearR. 
Plal'J finds no difficulty in believing it to have 
been known to them lor ten thousand years'. 
" 'hen Plato. in his Dialogues, makes an anony
mous interlocutor assert that ten thousand years 
had elapsed since some pictures then seen i'l Egypt 
,rere "aillled. we should ob~eive, that colours, 
applied ill all their natural purity on the parti
tions of the Th,I'an grottoes, might really be 
capable uf s"l'portin,!{ so long a period. The 
fl'wer mixtures are admitted ill colours termed 

llatice, and appertaining neither to the yegctab1e 
nul' animal kingdom, the less they are subject 

• 
('!) De PUllrll i~ e.id~'llly here aimio,; at the iutruliul'ti vn of hl~ 

'UfO 5certic.lllOti()n~ '~ilth rt"~p~ct to chronology. \\(' are t.o uudrr
"taod PI",!,". Il l " or tilt' IIurJ ~ttrni('1 unly R~ rcre rrill~ to a p{'ri,,~1 

antl!"Cedrut to t'lLl.t ~,,~ , . '·lIft l~. ur tho~e of tl,e ....... ~'t"P.nl: an tllr.fl" 

,adon DN'f'nar~ t o r('<;('u(' m:\II ~ or t!'t' anli('ull'\III<J~0l'hl'r~ ffl 'm tilt' 
.1,..ur,1 notion" 11Il1'" !I"\ til iiiI'm. 

(J) lJe LC<Iibus, lJ·al. :!. 
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