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to change. where the rays of the sun do not 
penetrate. Tbis was the case m tbe excava
tions we have cited, where many tints couln be 
distinguished, of a beautiful red. and of a par
ticular blue. Colours have remained until our 
day in 50mc royal sepulchres of lIiba1l-d- }!.fo/uk. 

which. in my opinion. have been constructed 
before the Pyramids. The walls of great 
edifices. when once coloured, remained so for 
many centuries; or rather, for ever. The 
Egyptians do not seem to have used any parti
cular procedure for making the colc.urs and 
gilding adhere to the wall or the bare rock, as 
some. people have supposed. Count Cay/us 

says, that the mariner of laying them on, prac
tised by the .egyptians, was not favourable '. 
Like all the Eastern artists. they employ"d only 
virgin tints, and coloured ratber than painted:' 

: II 1111«/ Emt. £'"ru(', ~", t'ol. I . 
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IIUtslrious Travellers who have t,isiled the Pyramids

Auliience 'If Ihe Vi.ier-Voyage 10 Sa"ei"a~NocluT1Ull 

Festivities 'if an Arab Village - Appearance 'If the 

Coumry to the SQuth oj Cairo-Indigofera- -Situation 

if Memphis--Tumulus seen among lite Pyramids-TIle 

mosi-aalient Sepulch,·cs not pyramidal- rWage 'If 
S8(:cJira-Difference between the Pyramids !if Saccara 
(Ind those oj Djiza-Descent into the Cal(Jc()mbs-~-otion 
fwnded on a pllSsage in Herodotus--.1~videllce Jor the 

Hori.on/al Posilion 'If the Bodies-Difficully 'If ascer

taining t~e tmlh-Reposit0"'J.. 'If Embalmed Birds
COIL'" 'if their Interment-Hieroglyphic Tablet-Ante
lofJe--Anliquitie .• found by the Arab,-Horses 'if lhe 

YOI •. v. P u, .... try 
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Cormtry-Tiltjl tkleclJltl-Hulory rif,IM Pyramw.

M_ rif 1M Invmigulion-Age rif I""se Sirncture..
TIwir &puJchral Origin-Possi~le Cau.re bJ 1M Viola

tion if Ihe principal Pyramid-Hislarical Eviden<s 

_"""i"g lhe ~ildMg rif Pyramids in Egypt - Fvr

lher views rif I"e IUbjecl-Hermelic SUke-Mexicall 
Pyramids. 

CHAP, IT is impossible to leave' the Pyramids of D:iiw. 
. '; _ , without some notice of the long list of Philo8o-
llh .. ni.~ h M hal E d P , h T'3 •• lIers P ers, ars s, mperors, an nnces, W 0, 

;~i~~I~~;t' in so many age8, have been brought to view the 
", ,,,,"", most wonderful of the works of man, There 

has not been a conqueror pre-eminently distin
guished in the bis.tory of the world, from the 
days of Cambyses down to the invasion of 
Napoleon Buonnparle, who withheld the tribute 
of his admiration from the Genius of the placc. 
The vanity of Alexander Ih.e Greal was 80 piqued 
by the overwhelming impression of their ma
jesty, that nothing less than being ranked 
among the Gods of Egypt could elevate him 
Rufficiently above the pride of the monarchs by 
whom they were erected. When Germani""" 
had subdued the Egyptian empire, and seated 
" a Roman prrefect upon the splendid throne oJ 
the Plofem.es," being unmindful of repose or of 
triumph, the antiquities of the country engaged 
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all his attention'. The humhlest pilgrim, pacing CHAP. 

the Lii'Yan sands around them, while he is con-. ~. _' 
scious that he wnlks in the footsteps of so many 
mighty and renowned men, imagines himself to 
be for an instant admitted into their illustrious 
conclave. Persian satraps, Macedonian heroes, 
Grecian bards, sages, and historians, Roman 

warriors, all of every age, and nation, and reli-
gion, have participated, in common with him, 
the same f"elings, and have trodden the same 
ground. Every spot that he behoMs, evfffY 
stone on which he rests his weary limbs, have 
witnessed the coming of men who were the 
fathers of law, of literaturr, and of tlfe arts. 
Orpheus, II-fusdfUS, Homer, Lycurgus, Solon, Pytha-
goras, Plato, Plutarch, contributed by their pre-
sence to the dignity of the place. Desolate 
and melancholy as the scene appears, no tra-
veller leaves it without regret, and many a 
retrospect of objects whieh call to his mind such 
numerous examples of wisdom, of bravery, and 
of virtue. '1'0 this regret, on our part. was 
added the consciousness that we had now 

(J) U CelAerum Germanicus aliis quoque miraculis intendit animum. 
tluurum prreipua (uere Memoonis Sltl"ea effi(ies, ubi radii. solis iet .. 
H.t, .OCaltrIn .onum red,debl: diljeeta&que iDur et yb. .,.noiu areD&l, 

io.tar mODttUR\ edm::tIt ~rami.des. cert.anine e\ opibu, n;:um:· 
Tartt. Anltal. Ii •• ii. c.6. tom, J. p. Joq. Pm'is, 168~. 

p2 
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reached the utmost limit of our travels in this 
interesting country; for, with the exception of 
a visit to the Pyramids of Saccara, our journey 
towards the south was here terminated. W II 
had now traversed about forty degrees of lati
tude, and principally by land; through coun
tries, however, in which little of the refinements 
of civilized nations had ever been experienced: 
and we returned from Djiza to Cairo, to con
clude Ollr observations in Egypt, previous to the 
rest of our travels in Greece. 

The next day we all dined with Signor 
Roselli,' who sent a. messenger to the Sheik of 
the Bedouin Arahs at Saccara, stating that we 
were desirous of seeing the Pyramid. and Cala

combs of that place, and begging to be informed 
on what day we might find guides and horses 
ready for us. On the following evening, August 

the twenty-fifth, his answer arrived. The Sheik 

sent two men of his tribe. one to conduct us, 
and the other to return with o,ur message. 
fixing the time for our visit. The Arah who 
was to be our conductor ran away. but we 
procured another who happened to be then in 
Cairo. In all the great houses of this city, the 
earthen vessels for containing water are per
fumed. This becomes quite a ceremony. They 
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first put into the vase some mastic, and a sub- CHAP. 

stance called Makuurgaurivic, which is brought \ ~. 
from Upper Egypt. The name is written as it 
was pronounced; but perhaps it consists of 
more than one word. They then clarify the 
water with almond-pa~te, cool it by the eva
porating jars, and thus it is made fit for 
drinking. 

On the twenty-seventh we purchased every 
variety of seed which we could obtain from the 
gardeners of Ca.ro. After this we visited a 
manufactory of sabres, wishing to learn the art 
by which the Mamaluhe bl~des are ornamented 
with a sort of clouded work. Sabres thus 
enamelled are said to be damascened, from the 
city of Damascus, where this work is carried on 
in the greatest perfection. We saw the artifi
cers use a red liquid for tbis purpose, which 
appeared to be some powerful acid, from the 
caution they observed in touching it; but they 
would not aJlow us to examine it. 

We then paid our long-promised visit to the Audi •• "" 

Yi%ier. This venerable man had lived so much ~:';. ' 
with our artillery officers, that he entertained 
very sincere regard for them. We made our 
appearance before him in company with Colonel 

, 
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CHAP. HolJol<'lly and Major Hope. He welcomed theRe 
\ ~. • officers as if they had been his brothers. He 

had 108t an eye when he was young, in playing 
the game of pjirit. He regaled U3 in the usual 
Oriental styie; and conversed cheerfully upon 
the subject of hi~ marches with our countrymen 
in the Desert; also of his own exploits in battle. 
He was magnificently dressed, in rohes of rich 
silk; and wore, instead of a turban, a high 
purple cap; such as the Grand Sitnior puts on 
upon public occasions. The pipe which he 
used for smoking was valued at seven thnu
sand piastres; and his poignard was urnamented 
with tI-.e largest e~lcrald we had ever seen, 
being equal in size to a walnut. lie resided in 
a new and magnificent palace, the windows of 
which were ornamented with beautifully stained 
glass. His couch consisted of ehony, iulaid 
with mother of pearl; and a magnificent mirror, 
covered with a gauze net, decorated his apart
ment. His attendant.. were more numerous 
than is usual with other Pashas; but, in his man
ners, there was neither the pride, the stateliness, 
nor the affected pomp, which we had remarked 
in the Viceroys of Cyprus, of Jerusalem, and of 
other places. 

In the evening, at six o'clock, we a~m set 



PYRAMIDS OF SACCARA. 115 

out in our djerm, upon an excursion to the PYTa- CHAP. 

mids of Saccara, accompanied by Mr. Hmwmer, ~;. .' 
and Dr. Whittman'. We errived, about ten ~:~.to 
o'clock, in the village of Sheih Alman; and were 
much gratified, upon our landing, by a fine 00000-

light scene, in which two beautiful Arah girl. N"'Cu~.1 
• Fert1Ylbft 

were performmg a dance called Rack, beneath of on "',d 
fl h ' f b Vill.g •• a grove 0 pa m-trees, to t e musIc 0 a tam our, 

and a pipe made of two reeds which the Arabi 
call Zumana. A party of Arabs was seated in a 
circle round them, I!.i spectators. The rest of 
the inhabitants were sleeping, either in the open 
air beneath the trees, or collected in tents, pell-
mell, among asses, mules, and dogs. &me or 

• 
their children were running up and down the 
palm-trees, as If these had been so many 
ladders, to gather bunches of ripe dates for 
the circle round the dancers. The broad sur
face of the Nile reflected the moon's image, and 
conduced to the perfection of this must beau
tiful spectacle. The Arabs suffered us to walk 
among them" without being interrupted in their 
amusement or their repose. Some of them 
brought us fruit, and offered other refresh
ments. The women were all prostitutes, and 

(I) Thi. ceaUemao bu ,iDee rublilhfo.d aD Account ur bit TraTd. 
in Twri".. 
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CHAr. almost naked: they wore coral necklaces, and 
,,"' -,.v._. large ivory bracelets. An Arab joined tha 

dance. which we had never seen any of the men 
do betore: he began by exhibiting a variety of 
attitudes with his drawn sqbre; and then pro" 
ceedcd to express the tenderoes.; of his passion 
for the female dancer in a very ludicrous man
ner. squeaking, and howling like some wiJd 
animal. One of the Sheiks who had received us 
upon our arrival went to a neighbouring village, 
to procure some additional horses for the next 
mornin:::. The music alld the dancing continued 
durin>: the whole of the night. Our hoat was 
anchopc(] opposite .t(. the farthest />'Immid, to
wards the south ; Cairo being still in sigh~. 

App"'" In the morning of Augur, the twenty-eighth , 
I net' of Ih ~ Ii . I k h . . . Country to at \'e 0 c oe ~, as t e sun was rismg 10 great 
u" s..u, ', splendour behind the mountainous ridge of 1010-
of C~".J. 

"nlam. we went round the village. which consisted 
£ntirely of mud huts. Near to these were se
veral gardens. in which we gatherc,d radishes for 
our breakfast. We noticed also some dwarf 
varieties of the Palm', which we had not before 
observed. growing in clusters among the taller 
Vees, and bearing abundance of fruit, but 

- ---- . - -- ---". ---------
(J) PbleDiJi "'dylilera. 
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hanging 80 low that it might be reached by the 
hand. One variety was called BalacR Mahatit: 
the averagt: height of this did not exceed ten or 
twelve feet. Another bore tbe name of Balack 
Seawee, which grew somewhat taller. A female 
of uncommon beauty made her appearance out 
of one of the buts. without any veil; and, to add 
to the rarity of such a sight, her complexion 
was fair. muel, more resembling that of a Cir
CllS>ian than of an Bg'y/Jtian woman. The quan
tity of pigeons hovering about these villages is 
quite astonishing. We also saw flights of larks 
of a very large size. All the country. as far as 
the eye extended. was so covered with,. water, 
that no partICular course 01 tbe Nile could be 
perceived: it was more like a sea than a river. 
The Pyramids of Saccara appeared in the distant 
view. beyond a country rich in plantations and 
full of villages: they are Jess regular in their 
structure than those of Djha. The Arabian .. de 
of the Nile is not so fertile as the Lil·yan. To
wards 111ohatam. the country below the heights 

• 
seemed to be '1uite a desert. ]',Jount JJokata". 

is itself variously perforated by cavernous ex
cavations: these were either the habitations or 
the sepulchres of the earliest settlers upon the 
eastern side of the Nile. At a neighbouring 
village, called Ellerfile, two gun-boats, and one 
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CHAP. smaller vessel, were now building. Near this 
v. 

, • _ village grew a great quantity of INDfGOFZRA, 
J" •• ;;.p •. ,. which the Arahs call Nile. Under a similar 

appellation it was mentioned, at the close of the 
sixteenth century. as an object of inquiry, by 
Richard HaMuyt'; for at that time it was not 
known in England what plant produced the 
Indigo'. Instructions were therefore given • 
.. to know if Ardle, that coloureth blew, be a 
natural commodity; and, if it be compounded 
of all herbe. to send the ieed or root, with the 
order of sowing:' It i. remarkable that Nil. or 
Ani!, is the American name IIf the Indigo plant. 
The Portuguese have adopted their .Anil, or 
Ani/eira, from the 'Am,rican. In CAinese it is 
called Tien Laam. which signifies sky blue. The 
Arahs, in Egy!>t, sow the seed of this plllllt only 
once in seven years; and they obtain two crops 
from it in each year. They cut it green, when 
about two feet in height: (they were cutting 
some at this time:) it is then put into boiling 
"'ater, and left in jars for seve ..... l. days: after 
this it acquires the blue colour. The French 
bad taught them to boil the plant, and use the 
scum for a dye. 

(I ) A. D. 1:161. 

(:!) See Martyra', edit10n \lr Mil1h', Dictiouary. Art. lJtlli6o/cYII. 
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We saw two Arahs crossing the Nile, where CHAP.: 

it was at least half a mile wide, by means of ,_~. , 
empty gourds, which they used instead of blad-
ders, with their clothes fastened upon their 
heads. It was nine o'clock before we steered 
our djerm into a canal leading towards Saccara. 
We passed the village which Savary believed Si",,,i .. , 

of lJIelil_ 

to denote the situation of antient Memphis, and p'''' 
concurred with him in his locality of the city'. 
His description of the place, particularly of the 
Causetoay and the Lahe, is very accurate. But 
the village is not called Menf, or Menph, as he 
pretends, but Menshee a Dashoo'. The Lake at 
this time was, in great measure, become a part 
of the general inundation. vie sailed the whole 
way to the P!Jramids of Saccara, with the excep
tion of about half a mile, which it was necessary 
to ride over, to the Mumm!J Pits. 

Just beyond Mens'tee a Dashoo we were much Tum.i". 
Sf'('n 

struck by the appearance of a Tumulus, (stand- among.!.. 

. h h f I d d ) 1',rom,J •• mg to t e sout 0 a arge gra uate pyramid, 

which. instead of being pyramidal, exhibits a less 
artificial and tberefo.re a more antient fo!'l\l. 9f 

(3) Pococlte allo place, it Dear lite .alllt' ,pot. 
(4) Thi'l Seems t(l bave' l~e:Q rOC:OCK£'S ., £1 Jfle1l,k~h Dasllfm,. ... 

See 'J),,,.r, of 'he F.fJ~t ,'.1.1. p.4,. 
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CIl .... P. sepulchre than any of the Pyramid.,. It is a v. 
, "po' simple hemi"l'bcrical monn~ . We saw after-

wanl. others of the same kind. 

11.. mM' Comparing these appearances with that regula-
Dl1Ilt'nl 3, _ 

I",'d,,,. larity of structure which charneterizes the Pyra-
bOIl I,." .. a. 
~"'"'. mids .or Djlzu, and also with another stvle of , . 

architecture observahle at S({CClirn, where a 
transition may be discerned between olle and 
the other, (Inc curved outline not having wholly 
di.appeared, lIor tbe rectilinear form prevailing 
altogether,) we may e.tablish a rule for ascer
taining different degrecs of antiquity throughout 
the whole series of these monuments. The 
most antient lie towards the 80uth. Almost all , 
tJle buildings of Saccum, of whatever size or 
shape, whetber bemisphcro'idal or py ramidal, 
seem to be older than those of Qj,m: alld, as 
we proceed in surveying them rrom the south 
towards the lIorth, ending with the principal 
pyramid of Djlza, we pass from the prilJlev~ 
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mound. through all its modifications. until we CHAP. 
v. 

arrive at the most artificial pyramidal heap; .... -v'.-oJ 

something after t.he manner represented by the 
following sketch. 

P~o/Djtu. 

The ,,:trne rulc will apply to similar momnnent8 
in America. which have been held sacred among 
the inhabitants of that great continent from th" 
earliest periods of their history. In fact. the 
Scythian Mound. the Tartar Tep •• the Teutonic 

• Barrow. and the Celtic Cairn. do all of them 
preserve a monumental form which Wall more 
antiently in use than that of a Pyramid, because 
it is less artificial; and a proof of its alleged 
antiquity may be deduced from the mere cir
cumstance of its association Witll the Pyramids 
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CRAP. of Egypt, even if the testimony of llerodotUli 

, :. , were less explicit as to the remote period of its 
el<istence among Northern nations' . 

Vii. or 
""'('('li ra. 

We came to the wretched village of Saccara. 
Near to this place. towards the south, there is 
an antient causeway. composed of slones twelve 
yards wide, leading up the short ascent to tire 
plain on which the Pyramids stand. Several of 
the Arabs left their huts to accompany us. 
When we reached the principal cluster of them. 
which is behind the village towards the west, 
we were conducted to the mouth of one of the 
Catacombs; and prepared for a descent, as into 

• the mouth of a well, by means of a rope-ladder 
which we had brought with us for that purpose. 
The sandy surface of the soil was cover.,,, with 
a quantity of broken vessels of terra colla, pieces 
of human bones. sculls. bits of antient glas~. 

and heaps of ruins. 

These P!lramids appear to be !l continuation 
of the same great cremetery to which those of 
Djlza also lrelonged. They extend four or five 
miles, both to the north and to the south of the 

( I) Vt' fhe account given hy J/erodfliu, "r til(' Snjt4imt m odI! of 
If'rultuft'. .1Idromt1lc. (o' . ~ I. 
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village of Saccara. Some of them are rounded CHAP. v. 
at the top, and, as it was observed by Pococke', .' ' 
" do not look like pyramids, but more like hil- f:t':..~. 
I k d 'h "0 f h' P!I".mid, OC S case Wit stone. ne 0 t ese IS gra- of S4(;CGrn 

d d lik h "I 'd f n.~ b t and ,h ... uate, e t e prUlClpa pyraml 0 .&../Jua; U of Dj'~(J.. 

with this difference, that the gradations here 
are much larger, although the pyramid be 
smaller, It consists only of six tiers or ranges 
of stone; the p!Jramid itself being an hundred 
and fifty feet in height', The ranges or step" 
are twenty-five feet high, and eleven feet wide. 
The rest of these structures are HO fully and 
accurately described by Pocock., that little will 
be added here to his description of them. :rhere 
is one, built also with steps, which he believed 
to be as large as the principal pyramid of ·Djiza. 
The works at Sacc/lrU, independently of the dif-
ferent forms which characterize them, appear to 
be older than those of Djiza; the buildings 
being more decayed, and the stones crumbling. 
as if tbey were decomposed by longer exposure 
to the action of the atmosphere. Four miles to 

• the south of Saccara stands a pyramid built of 
unburned bricks, This is in a very mouldering 
state. The bricks contain shells, gra,,,,l and 

(~) l}fo,cr. uf the r:'hl. \ 01.1. 1,, 50. 

( j) 11";11. 
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chopped straw: they are of the same nature al 
,"' --., ..... 0' the unburned bricks in modern use in E~pt. 

Pococke concluded, from its present appearance, 
that this pyramid was built with five gradations 
only' : it is of the same height as the other gra
duated pyramid of six degrees. 

Our rope· ladder was not more than fifteen 
feet in length, and yet, when placed in the 
mouth of a catacomb near the graduated pyramid, 
we found it reach low enough to enable us to 
descend into the fir,t row of chambers. We 
entered a room containing scattered bones, and 
fragm~nts of broken mummies: these. when 
entire, had evidelitly been placed horizontally, 
upon a sort of shelf or tier of stone, about 
breast high, formed in the natural rock, and 
extended the whole length of this subterraneous 
apartment. Beyond the first chamber were 
others on the same level, exhibiting similar 
remains; and below these was a series, extend
mg, in like manuer, beneath the upper range. 
The smell in these catacombs was so exceedingly 
offensive, that it speedily drove us up again; 
although we could not explain the cause, for it 
seemed very improbable that it coulrl originate 

(I) Deler. or the &!.t., Vol. f. p.53. 
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in embalmed bodies deposited there so many CI{AP. v. 
ages before. We saw enough, 'bowever, to be \ • 
convinced that an erroneous notion bal been 
derived from n passage in Herodotus, which bas 
been supposed to relate to the mode of placing 
mummies in tbese repositories'. It was impos-
sible tbat the dead could have been set upright 
upon their feet, for there was not sufficient 
space between the roof of the cavern and the 
place where the budies were laid. From a 
former view of the Soros in the Dji:t:a pyramid, and E.;d.n<e 

. . for the H(}~ 
also from the appearance here, It became eVl- rzsonla/ 

dent that the position of the corpses in Egyptian ~';';=:. 
sepulchres was not vertical, but horizontal; and 
that the passage referred to i" Herodotus relates 
to the manner in which the bodies were placed, 
not in the catacombs, but in the houses of the 
relatives of deceased persons, after being em-
balmed. The testimony now given is, more-
over, confirmed by many other writers. Kircher 
has given an engraved representation, made 
from a view of the Mummy Crypts, by Burat-
linus; delinea~ed, as he says, with the utmost 

(2) C.; .--').lIf,.,", .: ..... ''''.11(:,411111'' h oj."" ..... , Itt •• ;". ;,..hn. 
'tI" wtlr .. ti~". •• loclusumque ita, reponunt in conclari loculia 
talibus dicato, atatuenta rectum ad parietem." Her0d04. !lUI. lib. ii. 
('.86. p. 143. Bd. Palt:ltm. d WtlMluttI. A1IUI.1763. 

VO~.v. Q 
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CHAP. accuracy ', in which the bodies are all represented v . 
.. =, cumbent, with their faces upwards. Dem",s oe-

scription of the Cr!Jptl1l to the north-east of The/·e. 
is of the same nature ' . "At the bottom of the 
galleries, the sarcophagi stood insulated, of a 
single block of granite each, of twelve feet in 
length and eight in width, rounded at one end, 
squared at the other, like that 01 St. Athanasiu;, 
in Alexandria:' And again, in his long and diffi
cult search to discover" the manner in which a 
mummy was placed in its sepulchre," having 
veutured into cr!Jpta: where the bodies had 
never been disturbed, he found' them" placed 
upon the ground, and allowed as milch space as 
coulJ contain them in regular order." Pocock" 
describing the Catacombs of Saccara, speaks of 
" benches about two feet above the passages, 
on which "be supposes' they laid tl.., mum
mies ;" but, being desirous of adapting even 
these appearanccs to a notion of their upright 
posture, he adds', "Probably the inferior per-

0) Vid. (Ed/p. /Egypt. syntagma J> iii. c.4. tom. III. r. 400. 
RoM. 1654. 

(2) ~n. Trav. in LS!lpt, vol. II. p. 174. Lond. 1803. 

(3) Ibid. p.22(;, 

(4) Vescr. orthc East, 1'ul. 1. p. 54. Lond. 1741. 

(&) Ibid. 
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sons were piled one upon another, and the heads 

227 
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v. 
<if the fami!!! set upright in the niches." The L,,--..._--,' 
suggestion is borrowed from Maillet, who men-
tions "several ni"ches," wherein the bodies" des 
maltres de lafamille" wele placed'. All this is 
very easily said; and it is all without proof. 
The fact is, that no traveller, as far as we can 
learn, ever did succeed in observing the posi-
tion of a mummy within its cr!!pt'. The Arabs, 

if they can avoId it; will suffer no one to behold 
what the French 8 writers call a l.argm mummy. 

(6) D ':scr. de !'Eg.llpte, tom. II . p. ~I. U la Hnyt, IHO. 

(7) If any tran'lIl' r could bave succeeded ;0 making' observation to 
• 

this died, it \\uul(1 ha\'c iH!clI Mr. lYo IJam iitlm, .luring his travels 
in Upper E .t!!II'l. h rt'ply to till' author's inquiry upon this subjed, 
he sa~·~ ... I nCH'r " 3<; in a siluatioll to S(>e mummies in a constructed 

catac;oUlh, or crypt ; hut 8 few miles above Phlln:, I a!lsi~led at the 
opl'uin; Ilf a ('U IlI U)ulI graH', full uf mummies, lying upon tI,ei.I· backs: 
tlle~p werc (·o~Crt·t! with the cummon saud of the desert. The sculp
tures iu the J:g!Iptum tLnli' I'·~. Wblcb frcquently represent mourners 
aruuut! a mllllllll~. (du'llys place a,e l«tier In ... f,fJ"UQntal postu.re." The 
testi mony of olle I1f Mr. HrtmiitOfl's felluw travelle rs at Si,cr:t.ra also 
confirms wlmt hn, heeu said of the difficu lty of making these omena
lions ... \\'e dulnot .. ee thc murumie~ of human bowel>: those pits 
which thc Ambs generally 5hew are iilled up with sand, interspersed 

• with b()ue~, and not at all interesting to examille. The places in 
'Which there are r erfect lIIumn,ie~ are eO"ered over with palm. 
branches and saud, ... ·ith a view to conceal their situation . There is • 
sort of mum • ." t .. ade amon; the Ar«bs; and you are much more. 
likely to procure one at CA'iRO th:m at S'\CCARA," SlJuire'.J JUS. 
Joul'nal, 

(8) See De1Iim, \'01. IT, p, 22 4. 1'(1t/,sleb ( Relation d'EgyplL, p. 149. 

Pa'·. 166,) has II. different l'xrrt'<;~ion, .. eTn I'uits IIi"8'" ". 

Q2 
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CHAP. DENON . says ' ... 1t was a particular which they C01I-

,--v.,,:.._ cealed with the !Jtmost ol",tinaey." MAILLET men· 
tions the same difficulty'. With regard to the 
different attitudes assigned by Maillet and by 
Pococke to the bodies of the rich and the poor in 
Egyptian sepulchres. it may generally be re
marked. that the more magnificent an Egyptian 

tomb is found to be. the more striking is the 
evidence it contains for the horizontal position 
of the body: witness the Soros of the principal 
pyramid of Djiza. and the Sarcophagi mentioned 
by Denon in the sepulchres of Thebes'. 

Upon the whole, therefore. as we cannot recon
cile existing facts ,vith the common notion which 
has been derived from the text of Herodotus. it 
is more' reasonable to admit that his meaning 
has been misunderstood. than that the text 
itself involves an error; that he alludes. in fact, 
to tbe position of the mummy in tbe pri~at" 
dwellings of those among the Eg!lPtians who bad 
no sepulchre for its reception. In their private 
houses the Egyptwns placed the bodies upright. 
This we learn from Diodorus Siculus. who says" 

(I) Tra't'el. iu Egypl, En". Edit. p.224. 'Vol. JI. L.fnUI.1803. 

('l) ))ker. de l'Egypte, tom. II. }I. i2. b ltJ H..,c. 1140. 
(3) Voyage eo EKYPlt, tom. I. p. ~36. P(fn. Edit. 
(40) Diodor. Sit. l\b. i. c. 9'. -I",... 1746. 



PYRAMIDS OF SACCARA. 229 

" They who have not sepulchres built', make a CHAP. 

new building in their ourn house<, and place the, v. 
chest upright." Silius Italicus alludes also to this 
standing posture '. 

After our descent into these catacombs, we 
were taken to other mummy pits; but the smell 
in all of them was offensive, and the appear
ances were mer~ly repetitions of what we had 
seen before. Everyone of these places had 
been vpened, and ransacked, by the Arabs. We 
observed a beautiful crystallization, in diverging 
fibres, of some white substance, upon the wall 
of one of the chambers, perhaps afibrous ,carbo
nat 'if soda; but in our endeaVours to remove it, 
the specimen was destroyed : it broke imme
diately upon the slightest touch . We were then 
conducted to the mouth of one of those subterra
neous repo~itories in which the embalmed birds 

were deposited. Like the entrance to all th" other R .... ilo'Y 

b h· d f or embalm-catacom s, t IS resemble that 0 a well. We ,d B .,-!. 

descended, as before, by our rope ladder, to the 
depth of twenty feet; and here found a level, or 
horizontal duct, along which we were compelled 

(5) c"w.". 1bid. 

(6) .. lEgyptia teUus 
Cl.udit odorato poIt (\lnUi Itludio buRo 
Corpora."_ 
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to creep upon our bellies, to the di~tance of 
'-..,. __ oJ about sixty fet't, when we carr'C to a central 

placr, where several pa~Rag-(-'~ <Ii, erg-eo I. Th('se 
were almost choked by sand, by a numbcr 
of broken jrtr~, and b~' a (pmlllily of sW'lthing 

and of embalmed ~mhBtance~, lookin!! like so 
much tinde r and charcoal dust, which had been 
takcn ont of those jars. As we 1(,110\\,('<1 the 
intrjcate winding.c;; of these chann(' I~ , we came at 

last to a pa.ssag-e t (; 11 feet in height, anrl .six jn 

width , whe re the whole 'pace was fill ed. from 
the floor to the roof. Ly th e jars. in ~n entire 
state, as they were ori!:(i •• ally deposited. These 
have .,ften bcen described. They wcre all 
lying horizontally, tier upon tier, the cover!; 

(I) II The well it<;d f is ahollt ~ i ),. reet s(luarc: tile snnll, and '>tone5, 

and broken pottN,.. "illch nrc C'(lusl:wth fa lllllg, reuJN tl te de-rent 
I.l.tremel), i:1l"IIH~IIll-I!t. At the )'(lOom uf It h a'lIi.,n h .Ie, wh eh , 

lIy th\JSc ",." arc .It .1~II"q.ulent. h I"\~ ( .1 ",th \I'n ": ICt\t ,l1:liruh, : 
ImIee!l, ealh t ,,,1I' It I ~ 11(,''','':11'), to dr. lr t he ":\1,,1 Ir.lIl1 the hole, 

" Inch c"lI_tautl", !til, lip t hl' r nt r,UII'(', Ill'f(', h,I\IIIZ' 1,Iht'n 1.111 (lllr 

coat~, " ,tb lall<l11: ... ,n ullr h<lnd" 11111' f,\I{' ttl tb .· ~r .. ,ml , ollr feet 

furemlJ<;t, al1fl an ,I rll& I' ullln; our It!.,'" from \\Ithin, \\(' worke,1 our 

lot'ay tbrou~h a pa"', a,;e ahull t twe nty \lInl~ III l ell~ th, IIBIII \\1.' arriv{'tl 
at tbe plare \'I ilt'rc tbe <'ar rr ,l hi l(b afr ,1 "p,,_ik.1. 'fl.r whole i ~ 

r .. canted "lit (,f ti le ... "litl ro"k, an.lof an iU('OIH'ch'dhle c\tent. 'VI.' 
old. not wllnl.lt't far f rom the el1trau "e, frarft ,l ,, ( "~In~ lost in the 
labyrinth, T u the righ t amI left (If t he entrant·c 0 1'1' pllssagc~, which, 

as you advauce. braocb otf in various directious." &JlUl't', ,US. 
Journal, 
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being towards the outside, after the manner in CHAP. 
V. 

which quart bottles are often placed in our ''-.... -' 
cellars . We took down several of them; but as 
fast as we removed onll row, another appeared 
behind it: and, as we we~e tuld by the Arahs, 
such is their prodigious number. that if hun-
dreds were removed. the space behind them 
would appear similarly filled up. The same 
appearance is presented at the extremities of 
all these galleries, the passages having been 
cleared only by the removal of the jars. We 
opened several of them in the pit. For the 
most part, the contents of all these vessels were 
the same; but there were some exceptions. 
Generally. after unfolding the linen swathing, 
we found a bird, resemblin;;- the English curlew, 

having a long beak. long legs, and white fea-
thers tipper! with black. It is certainly the 
same bird which Bruce has described', called 
by the Arabs, Al:ou Hannes'. In some or thllse 

(~) S('(' the plate anti descriptioll of tills bird ill BRUCr.·~ Trat't/s, 

' ·ul. V. p. Ii:;? EJIII.li90. 

(3) The only entil"C ~ p('('i mcn of thi~ hird, taken frum it~ embalmed 
state, "'as ohtai'le,1 11'<1111 Que of the E /!!lJJfIllIJ .i <lr~ I) !\Ir. John 
P eanon, SUrgeon, of ]",mdon; \\ho, h:\\IIIl; carefully removeu all the 
I iueo swathing, anti e"NY e,trancou~ , u!htall('t', slIcn'eJeo.l in tile entire 
J evelol'emellt of the ptrfl.'t t ftllirnal. Mr. Pelfr~olJ communicated bis 

ob.ervations upon the sul:jCl,t tv Il.lc Royul S(JCil'l!l. nmong whose 

Tra",odunu they were J'ublishcJ; 'CCOllllJaUlctl by all engraved 
rcpre~entatioQ 
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jars, bowev~r, instead of a bird, were found 
• = • parts of other animals, carefully embalmed, and 

wrapped in linen; as the head of a monkey, or of 
a cal, without the entire body. Such appear
ances are rare. Pococke relates, that, in one of 
the irregular apartments, he saw several larger 
jars, which might be intended lor dogs, or for 
other animals: of these, says he, some have 
been found, but they are now very rare '. We 
saw none of those larger jars: they all appeared 
to be of equal size, about fourteen inches in 
length, of a conical form, and made after the 
eame manner, of coarse earthenwarE'. A luting 
fastened on the cover: this luting has been 
described as mortar, but it seems rather to 
have consisted of the mud of the Nile'. It 
required considerablc labour to movp about a 
dOZCD of these jars with us, in our passage back 

repruentaliun uf the bird, as it appeared afur the covering us 
removeJ..-!o,cc .l~o a n:ry IOluestmg publication, ~nhtled HlSlawe 

.7I,'allnd/e el "f.'1t1w1og'lll'lf: de I'hult; I'af J\JU!.S-CESAR SA\'IC'IV, 

Membre de r /lUtllu/. ci' Esypte. 810. "lth Plates clqui,itely drawu and 
coluured. ParM, I ~05. 

, 

(I) Description of tbe East, vol. I. p.53. LmJ.I143. 

(!l) "The pottery ihelf, sllbough three thousauu ),ears uld, appears 
a, new as if it were uf yenerday. We bru"-e f>cveral of the poll, aud 
found ,ome ,.ery lJ(:rfett birds. We met witb a wing of the 1bu. 
b.yin,; tbe featber& still on the .,illion: Il/I loon, hOWeyt>f, u tbis wa. 
exposed to tbe air, tbe p1umare fell to pieces, and was lost." Squire', 
MS. Jtnmtal. 
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to the mouth of the repository; but we suc- CHAP. v. 
ceeded in rolling them before us, until we ''-..... --' 
regained the rope·ladder, when they were easily 
raised to the surface, and afterwards sent to 
England, to be distributed among our friend •. 
Another obligation now remains to be fulfilled; 
namely, that of endeavouring to account for the 
singular deposit of these bird.< in the manner 
which has been described. 

A reverence for certain birds that destroy ~'UH of 
the Intcf

flies and serpents seems common to the inhabi- ment of 
the Ibu. 

tants of all countries. In almost all parts of the 
world, it is considered as an unpropitious omen 

• 
to put to d~ath the swallow Or the marten. The 
same respect has generally been paid to the 
stork, the heron, and their different species. At 
this <lay, the coming of thesc birds is hailed as . 
a lucky presage over all the North of Europe; 
particularly in Denmar k and in liollund, where 
the nests of the stork may be observed upon the 
roofs of cottages and farm-houses, in almost 
every villaglo. It is observed by Pauw', that 
the Turks. who do not pretend to be idolaters, 
are as careful in preventing the Ibis from being 

(3) PbilosopWcaJ Di5Serllltionll OD the Egyplimu and C'.\iM1tI, 
vol. 11. p. 100. 
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CHAI'. destro"cd as were the Greehs and Romalls. It 
Y. .J 

'--v. --"', would have be~1l well if this writm' had explained 
what particular Nrcl he allullcd to under thi~ 

appellation: because it is believed that the bird 
ullticntly called His is become very rarc in 
Turk,?/. Thc EpI/)lians. slys Pauw', instcad 
of b;?ing" the inventor:;; of a superstitIous 
rc\"erencc for the siork and the ll-i." bruug-ht this 
with them from ./l\I!tiopia: t",!:ether " 'ith the 
,\"orship of the cat, the 'll'f'flsel, the ichneumon, the 
sparrow-hawk, the t'll/fuTI', and the screech-owl; a 
worship founded on the utility of theS(' animals. 
u It was absolutely IH.·('(::,;sary,'· says he 9, Ii to 

put them un.der the protection of the law, 
otherwise the cuuntry would ha\'e been ,-,ltoge
ther uninhabitable." The _~falwm/lleda1/s, accord
ing to Slum; ' , htl\'e the Mnrh~ in the highest 
('steem and veneration: it is as sacfed among 
them as the iNs was among the ":~yplirms; ~nd 
no less pro{;\Ilc would that pcrson be accounted, 
who should attempt tu kill, nay. eYen to hurt 

_. --.. ... - -;----

( I) PlulO'lophil'lll Di'~crt.lllUlh Oil the Egyl'ilffPU alill Cliinu~~ 

vol. II. p. 100. L,lIntl. I';n,i, 

(.!) Ibid. 

fl) Trawh. 1,.410. / .r.1Id. I ;':;;. 

(4) .. Lekltk, fi r J'''I:/' Ji. h tlle n.IIJlr tl,at ,s commun i} '!Sed hy tbe 

A.abum aUlhor~. a llholl~h fld-(ltjl: IlrevaiLs ell o ... ~r Barbe".,. 

JJ«4"rt (l!lcrot;. IiI,. Ii. Clip. ~9.) IUvrogeth it tl> be tile ume with 
the HfLJWI/. of lh(' Scriplurc~." lInd. l\"otc G. 
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or to molest it '. We are moreover told by 

Pliny. that the R!{~/)!in"s invoked the Ibis 

against the approach of se'j)en!s ' . In the earliest 
ages of Rg!J/Jlirln history. the same regard was 
paid to the iilis, a'HI for the <ame cause. Josephus 

mentions thi s hird in the begi1l11ing of his 
Jewish Annals, as harmless to all creatures, 
except to serpen!" , lie relates that Muses, leading 
an army iilto l;,hiojiia, made usc of the J/;is 
to destroy a swarm of seljJr:nls that infested his 
pa"a~(' '. Cicl'ro alludes to thi, property in the 
l eis 1I ; and Pliny ::-pruks of the reverence in 
which it was held. The punishment in Thessaly 
for having occasioned the death of one of \hese 
birds was eqnal to that for homicide ' . Thus 
we hayc the most ample testimony as to the 
veneration in which these birds were univer
sally held. The peculiar circumstances which 

(~,) Tra\'t'I ~ , ibid. 

(Ii) " In\'''('ant (·t }E~yptii Ihes ~U:l'i contra !;C'rpentium auxcntuRl." 

Pltn.lIi.\,t. Nut. (:ap. '::8. tom. I. p 5:10. L. lIat. 1G35 • 
• 

(7) J M(l'hi iii-d. Iflltiq •• 111<1. itt:. Ii. (. In. rol",!. )G,!'J). Jt is how_ 

Cl'cr maintained hy Sll/·;t:II.II, fr,)fl) the anatomy of the Ibir, tbat thi .. 
hird coultl lIot h1l.\'c swallowed se'Jl('f1l~. 

:8) " Ihe~ malim1l.m vlIn s('rpelltiuru eOllfil"iuDt." &c. Cic. dt: Nal. 
j)~(W'. M. i. p. ~IO. Ed. Lamb. 

(9) or HOU05 iis s('rpcDtium clitio tantus, ul in Tb('ssalia capitale 
uctit occitlislC, ntlemque Itgiuu5 J>C'r.na, que in homicitlam," Plia. 

11111. Nat. lib. x. e. ~S. 1031.1. p.527. /J. Bat. 1635. 
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occasioned the remarkable burial of so many of 
their hodies in the Catacombs of Egypt are ex
plained by Ibn Washi, an Arabian writer; who 
says, that it was usual to embalm ant! bury an 
ltis at thc initiation of the priests'. When we 
reflect upon the number of the priests who 
officiated in the temples and colleges of the 
country, and the lapse of ages during which the 
practice continued, extending even to the con
quest of Egypt by the Arabs, we may easily 
account for the astonishing number of these 
birds thus preserved. Plutarch, moreover. 
mentions the burial of the INs, and of other 
anim~s held sacred among the EgY/Jtians, He 
says. it was sometimes a private, and sometime~ 
a public ceremony', The INs, with other .acred 
animals, was put to death by the priests, and 
privately buried, as all expiatory sacrifice to 
avert pestilential diseases, The burial wa. 
In/Nic when any particular species of the sacred 
animals was to be interred', 

(I) See the W(lrk of 11111 W.61 .. ;. 00 Aotient Alphabets, .~ . •• traD-: 
1ated by Mr. Halftmer. The !lame writer il mentiolled by Klrd.n". 
under tbe name of .lbni Vcucl"a. 

(Z) Plvlarclt. Ie 1M. et 0.1,.. e.13. o.,../), n«. 
(J) lbod, 
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C~;~P. 1.\1 and IAI ) arp so evidently written letters, that 
, if this single tahlet alone rCffi'-tin, as a spcctmen 

of ltit'Tog/~p'lic writing, there will be little reason 
to doubt the usc of these characters. Among 
the four figures in tbe upper department, Anubis 
appears with an egg upon lw~ head, and the 
Crux ".sala in his left hand. Osiris, by his side, 
bears in his right hand the jlnge1lwJl. and in his 
left the crook. Upon the right and left of these 
figures, on either side. i ~ seen an altar snpporting 
the lolus }loU'er; and, beyond tht se, arc two 
figures. in the attitude of AI1JI('/u;, 'lttering the 
E.leleli at funerals, but perhaps intended to re
present a similar ceremony as prac ti:..;cd by the 
,)/"icsis, who arc .aistingnished by the baldness 
of their heads. lJerodullls says that it was the 
peculiar custom of the EgY/Jtian priests tu shave 
their heads ' : it was transmitted from the 
lJeathen intu the Christian Church, and still 
remains among the lllonastic orders of the Roman 

Calholics. St. Jero",' and St. Am/'ruse" both of 

( I) !hrtJdol. E,de/llt. c. JG, Euiff).rll.J , hayed not !lilly hi,. bKrJ. 
but 11i ~ cq'hr"tV~, tluriu;:, the liRle' tilat lie re·itlcd Vl ith thE' prit:sts or 
Egypt. DlIIgm. !"'It"f'. 111.1. viii. It'gfflt'nt. 157. p. 5 .. ~. Hcrodotu..rurtb ... 
rciatt'. ( I:;"l~rl't'. c. J'.) thllt the priests r.hlll'l:t1 tbeir wb\,lle hudie' enry 
third day. 

(2 ) H;, ,,,,,. in Cum. ill Ezell. e.44. 
(3) Amf.,rOl. Ep.3G. ad Sobin. 
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whom were well acquainted with its Pagan CHAP. 

ongm, inveigh against this custom, as a cere- .'-v ...... ..." 
mony of the priests of Isis. The whole of this 
.Ilymbolical picture may have related to a sepul-
dual subject: its meaning was explained by 
inscriptiuns placed above the figures, and in 
othcr parts of the tablet. Anubis with the egg, 
and the type of Life to come in his left hand " 
may typify that pmbryo state of the soul which 
prccedes its rcvivification after death; as may 
also th~ un expanded flower of the Lotus. Ao-
other symbolical picture, below this, ",:hibits a 
flol clllll procession, pcrhaps the "arne which 
Pluta,'c" describes' as taking place annually, 
upon the nineteenth of the, Egyptian inonth 
Pachon; when the priests carried rich odonrs 
and spices to celebrate the finding if Osiris, a 
ceremony mnch resembling that of tIle Resurrec-

lio1l in the Greek Church; the Christos VO SC1"CSS 

of the Russians. Inscriptions occupy alllhe rest 
of the tablet, either eng-raven in regular lines 
beneath, upon tbe lower part of the stunc, or 
above the hmds and by thc sides of the pic-
tured figures. Tbis very curious relic, therefore. 

(4) See Chllp. IV. pp.15'2, 1::>.1, elf (111\ VV.\olnw . 

(.i ) Ck liii/ . ct O",T. p. &9 { u.IIf/. , I:44. 
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shews. us, not only the sncred writing, but 
" also the sort of symholical painti7lg uAed by the 

priests of Egypt. At the same time, in rude
ness of design, and in the forced exhibition of 
profile, the style of delineation resembles that 
which is seen upon the most antient (jictile) 

vases, found in the sepulchres of those Grecian 
colonies that were established in the south of 
Italy. 

Some young Al'tlbs brought us an aflte1ope, 

which they had recently caught. This we pur
chased of them for three piastres; about four 
shilliJig. of our money. They had so brui<ed 
its legs with cord~, that, notwithstanding all our 
endeavours to preserve this beautiful anim.l, it 
lived with us but a short time. The poor 
creature, after being compelled to exchange its 
free range of the desert for a confined birth on 
board the djer"" grew tame, and seemed sen
sible of the kindness of its keepers; for it 
actually died licking the hands of the person who 
fed it. The people of Saccara Drought ,",S also 
se,veral antique idols, beads, amulets, &c. founl) 
about the Pyramids, and in the OiItacomf,s. Of 
these we shall briefly notice the more remark
able. 
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I. Scarabtl'i, formed of onyx-stones, with signets, CHAP. 

containing hieroglyphic characters, but exe-. v:. , • 
cutcd in the coarsest manner; the stones Antiquities 

found by 
being at the same time so decomposed, the Arab,. 

that they are become of a whitish colour, 
quite .paque, and externally resemble 
common limestone. Of this nature were 
the signets mentioned by Plutarch, as 
worn by soldiers'. See Nos. I, and 2, if/he 
Plate. 

2. Small lachrymatory vessels of terra-cotta, 
formed of pale-white clay, without varnish. 

3. Vessels of libation, of the same materials. 
4. Knife-blades of bronze. These arc fre

quently represented in hieroglyphic writing. 

5. Small idols, formed of blue glass, shaped 
to resemble the form of the Mummy-chesls. 
See No.3. 

tl. Smaller images of Anubis, of the same sub
stance, bored to be worn as car-drops, or 
amulets round the neck. See No.4. 

7. Similar fi~ures of Orus. See No.6. 
8. Sculptured idols, formed of limestone, repre

senting the double image of Leo and Pirgo, 

crowned by an orb, as the SUN. See No.6. 

(I) DtJ IN]. nOn,.. c.IO. lMl. 16~4. 
YOLo V. R 
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9. Similar figures of ISIs. See No.7. , 
10. Beads of white glass, each of which has 

se, elt blue spots. See No. R. 
II. Beads of white glass, without spots. 
12. Deformed images, resembling the idols of 

India and China. See No.9. 

13. Phalli, and i"decent images of Osiris, 
as mentioned by Plutarch'. All these 
are of blue glass, bored, to be worn as 

amulets. 
14. Small amulets of the same substance, and 

similarly hored, which are very numerous, 
representing a Anr.,,'s head. This is the 
• symbol whj.h 17 i'ygi! mentions as being 
found by the Carthagillians in digging for 
tbe foundation of their city'. It is repre
sented upon the medals of Carthag", which 
probaby suggested the circumstance to 
Virgil's mind. It also appears upon the 
Soros, called the Lover's Fountain, which 

(I) na,'l",cxw 3) • ..: ''''~''~JUff'' 'O""H~ &'Y"'IU' 6u.t~m, leI"',.!",,; 
Cl"Lt'!. ).,~ 7_ '1'''1'" " .. <T~ 'T1'~'J4f" Plut , de lsui. et Q,ir. c. 51. LuI. 
IW<. 

(2) "Lu('u~ iu urhe fUlf mCllia, letissimU5 umbra, 
Quo primliUl ja.·tati uudi!> et turbiDe-, P~ni 

Effodeu loco signum, quort rettia Junu 
MO[lltrarat, ~rut acris equi." _ LE~id. J. 44::', 
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was found near the castle of Kallal el Kabsh CHAP. • v. 
in Ca,ro, and is now in the British iWuSC",m. ''" ____ "' 
Nor are we without its explanation; for 
Cert:s, who was the same as Isis, was wor-
shipped under the form of a horse's head in 
Sicily. It is therefore only one of the 
modifications under which the Antients 
recognised Isis, the Pantalllor/Jha Mater. 
Some of these amulets were curiously 
adorned with small eyes of antient bronze. 
See Nos. 10, II. 

15. Sculptured images, funned of an opaque 
vitrified substance, resembling No.5. only 
larger in size, and covered with hiewgly
phic characters. These- were about four 
inche. in length. See Nos. 12, 1:1. 

The horses of our Arab guard were the finest 11o"", 
. .or the 

we had evpr seen; not even exceptmg those of Country. 

Circassia. In choosing their Rteeds, the Arabs 
prefer mares: the Turks give the preferencp. 1.0 

stallions. The Mama/ukes and Bedouin Arabs are 
-perhaps better mounted than any people upon 

earth; and the Arab grooms were considered, 
by many of our ufficers, as superior to those of . 
our own country. These grooms affirm that 
tk"ir horses never lie down, bnt sleep standing, 
when they are fastened by one leg to a post; 

R2 
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CRAP. and that the saddle is never taken off, except 
:. , for cleaning the animal. tv e give this relation 

as we heard it, without venturing to vouch for 
its truth, After paying the Sheik for the horses 
we had hired, and the peasants for their labour, 
we returned in our boat to Sheik Alman, where 
we had rested the preceding night; and found, 
as before, a party of Alme"s, with bells upon 
their fingers, exhibiting the dance we had then 
noticed, as if it had continued, without inter
mission, from the time of our first coming to 

the village. Several Turkish soldier. had ar
rived from the Vzzier, to collect straw for his 
cavalry. While our servant was conversing 
with one of these ' men, who was seated upon 
the ground observing the dance, an Ara!-, un
derstanding the Turkish language, joined them, 
and entered into conversation. This man con
trived to steal from the servant his purse, con-
taining four sequins of Holland. Upon being 
accused of the theft, he denied it; but all the 
Turks, indignant at the audacious manner in 
which the theft had been committed, insisted 
upon a general search. The money was found 
in the Arab's shoes, placed beneath his pillow, 
under a date-tree; and the purse, where he had 
thrown it, at the distance of a quarter of a mik-. 
Upon the following morning we left the village ' '. 
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lIS 800n as daylight appeared, and at 
A. M. again entered the canal of Ctiiro. 

245 
eleven CHAP. 

v. 

Having thus concluded our observations upon 
the PYRA" IDS of Saccara, a. well as tbose of 
Djiw, the remainder of this chapter will be 
appropriated to a few observations upon the 
history of these remarkable monuments. 

\ -• 

After the numerous accounts which, during Hi,...." 

80 many ages, have been written to illustrate I!".~':u".. 
the origin of the PVRAMIDS, it is not probable 
that any new remarks will meet with much 
attention. Yet how few, among all the authors 

• who have undertaken to invl!stigate this sub-
ject. have ever ventured to express an opinion 
of their own. Struck by the magnitude of the 
obj"cts themselves; by their immense antiquity; 
and hy a consciousness of the obscurity in 
which their llistory has been veiled, every suc
ceeding traveller contents himself with a detail 
of the observ,ations of his predecessors, only 
shewing the extent of the labyrinth wherein he 
is bewildered. Yet lome thing, perhaps, might 
be accomplished, were it allowable, upon good 
authority, to annihilate a most redundant 
Murce of error and impoRture • . With this view, 
it mlllY be adviaable to abandon all that the 
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CHAP. Grecilm historians have written upon the sub-
~;. _. jed '. The arrogance and van ,t.y with which 

tlwy t'ndeavoHfcu to explain every thing, con
sistently with their own fables and prejudices, 
caused the well-known observation made to 
Sololl by an Egyptian priest, wh,), according to 
Plato , maintain!'d that the" Greeks were always 
children, and had no knowledge of antiquity." 
Hence originate tho~e diffictlltie~ lHt'ntioned by 

PaulV, as encountered bv pe,"on" who study the 
monuments of a country concerning which the 
modern.s have confo;pired with the antienls to 
give us false ideas. "The latter indeed," say" 
he ', .. ' were probanly decei"ed by being at the 
discretion of a set of ml'o called Inte·preters, 
whose college was established in th" reign of 
Psammelir/tus, and who mig-ht be cum pared to 
those people called Ciceroni at Rome. Tra
vellers who went and returned, like Herodotus, 

without knowmg a word of the language of the 
country, could learn nothing but from these 
Interprder... These men, perceivi.ng the inclina
tion of the Greehs for the marvellous, amused 
them, like children, with stories inconsistent 

(I)" Mirum ~~t quo flf'O('",atG~f!a ('redulitas. NuJlum tam impu
den. mendacium e.;t, ut tHte ~arut'" Plitt. Hut. Nol. 'ill. viii. c. in. 
'{lIII.1. p.425. II' Bal. 1635. 

('2) Pbil060pb. Diu. OD the Egptimu and Ci\UIue. YO!. U. p. 4.1. 
Lond. )i95. 
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with common sense, and unworthy of the CilAP. 

majesty of history." Ii' we would obtain c<...-.:,...·-' 
authentic information concerning the earliest 
history of the RgvPlians, we must be contented 
to glean from other sources ; and principally 
from Jewish and Arabian writers. The J,,,, .. , by 
the long residence of their fiJref"thcrs in ";"YJJ/, 
anrl also bv the constant intercourse offered in 
the contiguity of this country and Juda:a. were 
of all pcople the most likely to have preserved 
some knowledge of F.gYPlinn antiquities: and 
the Arai-s have preserved not only the names 
bestowell upon the Pymmid, from the earliest 
times. but also some traditions as to the use 

• 
for which they were intended, Bv the dim light 
thus afforded. and by comparing the exi~",ng re
mains with similar works in other countries, and 

wilh the knowledge we possess of the customs 
of all nations in their ittfaney. we may pos;;ibly 
attain something beyond nl(~ re conjeC'ture, as tv 
the penple by whom the Pvrami(l< were erected, 
and the pltrpose for which they were intended . 

• 
The cpocha of their origin was unknown when 
the first Grech philosophers travelled into Egypt'. 

(3) U Nihil certiuc; est, quam omnia, q\l~ de ctlllditorlims Pyrami
dum prlldita Dobis ~unt ab ...£~)'ptii~ et Gra'ci,. ej,~e iucerti"jma. 
IlJIli id Vetere' fatentur," PerizOftii J?-flYpl. Orig. if Tmt.p. CD&Iipiu. 
Irwem,GIio.tty.:u.i. p.388". L . Bal.17)1. 
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They ar" even more antient tban tbe age of the 
'-.... --" earliest writers whose works have been trans

mitted to us. That we may arrive, therefore, 
at any thing like satisfactory information con
cerning tbem, the following order of inquiry 
may be deemed requisite: 

Mann" of I. Who were the inhabitants of this part of 
the In\·es-. 
..... ';on. . Egypt in tbe remote period to which these 

monuments refer? 

II. Is there any thing in the Pyramid." as tbey 
now appear, which corresponds with any 
of the known customs of 'his /)eople? 

II [ . Did any thing occur in the history of the 
silme peo/,Ie w~ich can possiNy be addClccd 
to explain the present violated state ,)f the 
principal pyramid? 

IV. Doth any record or tradition attribute the 
origin of the Pyramids to this people, or to 
a period equally remote with tbat of their 
residence in EgylJl? 

If the three last of these queries admit of an 
answer in tbe affirmative, and a satisfactory re
ply can be given to thefirst, the result will surely 
be, either tbat we do possess documents suffi
cient to illustrate tbis very difficult subject, or, at 
least, that a very high degree of probability 
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attaches to the opinion thereby suggested; CHAP. 

and that the ob~Cllrity in which this part of ,--_ ... :_ . ..,' 
antient history has been involved. is principally 
owing to the cause assigned by PaulV', namely, 
to a train of theories founded upon the bewil-
dering fables of the G,·echs. 

To proceed. therefore. according to the pro
posed method of iilvp,tigation: 

I. 

IVIw were the Inhahitants of lhis part if Egypt, iT!. Ihe 

remote /J"iud to which these monuments refn-? 

• 
The killgdom of Egypt. aceording to the best 

authorities admitted in chronology', had lasted 
about seventeen hundred years at the conquest 
of Cam"yses' . The first Princes spoken of in 
Sacred Scripture are those "of Pharaoh," men
tioned in the books of lrfoses', near two thou
sand years before the Christian rera. The first 

pyramid, according to Herodotus', was built by 
!tIreris, the la;t of a line of kings from Menes to 

(1) Pbilosopb . Diu. &e. vol. JI. p.43. Lond.1795. 

(i) See the calculatioo of OIfu/Qftli1U MMtlUIel. 

(3) n. C .• .,. 
(4) uTile PrIDcu also of PNm""A." C,~,. sii. 15. 
(5) HmxJot. EV4t:'f'J'e. c.101. 
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CHAP. Se"ostr;s; and therefore it must have been 
v. 
,_ ' erpcted some ages before the Trt1an war. 

Without. however, placing any reliance upon 
this record, or attempting to assign a partlcnlar 
epocha for anyone of thesc monument •. we 
may \Tnturc to assume, as a tact. upon the 
authority of all writers by wholll they are no
ticed, that they existed above sixtel'n hundred 
years before the birth of Christ. Almost a 
century before that tim~, the prospprity of 
Josep!,. thcn a ruler in this country, and a 
dweller in the ,"cry city to which these monu
ments belonged, is de.~crjbed as having ex
tended u unto the utmost hounds of 1'111;' FV F.R~ 

LAST'XC HI!.L':· , - These words ', as "pplied 
to the place of his residence, and thc scat of his 
postcrity, are very remarkahle. He" b'llIght 
all the land of Fgypt for Pharaoh." redueing' all 
its indcpendent provinces into one mOllarehy. 
The entire administration of this empire "as 
entrusted to him ; for Pharaoh said', .. Only in 
the thn,ne will I be greater than thou:' In the 
remote period, therefilfe, to which the Pvrami<iJ 
refer, "Jo_<eph dwelt in Eg¥/Jt, he, and his father's 
house:' It is said of them" that they" increasea 

(I) Gen. dis. 26. 
(3) End. i. 1. 

(i) Ihid. Ioli. 40. 
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abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceed- CHAP. , v. 
ing mighty, and the land was filled with them.' , • 
The customs of embalming bodies, and of 
placing them in sepulchral chambers, were 
then practised; for Jacob' was embalmed, and 
"gatbercd unto his fathers in the cave of the 
field of E/J;'ron." At the death of.!o>·el';', he too 
was embalmed', but not "gathered unto his 
fathers:' He was entombed, to use the hteral 
exprcc:;sion of the Scptlla~int 6, ,;S Tl [I ~OPOI, in 
E!f!J/)/' And this mode of hi. interment sug
gests a reply to the second question before pro
posed. 

If. 

I~ there any thing in fhe PyramiclJ', as they now appear, 

which correspolU/, with uny of tIll' known Customs of 
this Pe/Jple ? 

The nature of a Sora, has been repeatedly &pu/" ,./ 
explained, upou the indisputable authority of l~;;g~::!. 
Inscriptions where this name has been assigned ,"'os. 

to a particular kind of receptacle for the dead, 
one of whicli now exists in the chamber of the 
principal p!Jramid. This kind of coffin has some-
times one of its extremities rounded, ane 

(4) Ez ... L. 2. 
(6) Ibid . •• !i6. 

(5) Ibid. L.16. 
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c~~P. sometimes both are squared; but its dimensions 
, • . are almost alway9 the same, and it is very gene

rally mf)lInlilhal, or of one stone. This is the 
kind of coffin which the Romans called Sarco
phagus'; and any doubt as to its use, scems to 
be without reason; hecause the Soros, in many 
instances, has borne, not only its name in
scribed upon it in legible characters, but' also 
the purport for which it was intended. The 
principal pyramid therefore contains that which 
corresponds with the known customs of a people 
who inhabited Egypt in the remote period to 
which the Pyramilk refer, because Jo.eph'" body 
was P'lt i. T; !oeo/'. And on this fact alone, if 
no other could be 'adduced, the sepulchral origin 
of those monuments is decidedly manife.t·. 

Ill. 

Did any thing occur in tile History of tile ,aIM People 
which can pOJSibly be adduced 10 uplain tile f1re-' 
vioWed slate of tile principal PyrllffOidP 

Previous to the consideration of this question, 
it may be proper to mention, that the custom 

(I ) Augwta... (Wit. Dri, I. niii. c.5. JwJiw Poilu, I.. 150. 
(2) ,j CommuDior etto HDteDtia fult, ac:pulcbra fulaae Jtecum 
(Yule~. Si£. W. t. p. 40, 41.) quod ft solio leu lUd.pila ill 
ilJi. ,uidua .atil.coDlUt. ... r Ft'rlwIt. 0.-;.,. 1Jtnpt. t, j). ,.391. 
L. Bal. J7)). 
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of heaping an artificial mound, whether of stones CHAP. 

or of earth, above the SQros, after interment, was '-'Y~'--, 
a common practice of the Antients. Examples 
of this kind have been previously alluded to in 
the former volumes of these Travels. The 
most antient form of this sort of mound. was not 
pyramidal. However antient the pyramids may 
be, a simpler hernispherotdal or conical form 
seems to have preceded the more artificial an-
gular structure. Among the Pyramids of Saccara, 
which appear to be more antient than those of 
Dji%a, there are instances, as we have shewn, 
not only of this primeval pile, but of its various 
modifications, until it assumed the pyramidal 

• 
shape. One example has ~n noticed among 
the Pyramids of Saccbra, of an inunense mound, 
which corresponds in its form with the common 
IIppearance presented by antient Tumuli almost 
allover the world, as they are found in coun
tries where the pyramidal shape wall never in
troduced. But to proceed, in the discussion 
of the third question . 

• 

The body of Joseph being thus placed ".,; Ioe~, P_.l< 

and buried according to the accustomed usage ~~:~. 
of the Egyptia71S (as manifest by the 'existence ~~~~::. 
of one of their antient sepulchres containing thc Py,om;d. 

receptacle in question), was not intended to 
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remam m Egyl>t. The l<raelites had bound 
thcmselve. to him by an oat.h, that when they 
left the land. they would" ca"ry his bones" with 
them'. Accordingly we find, that when a cen
tury an,i a half had elapsed from the time of his 
burial. the seplllehr". which during all this period 
had preserved his relics in a Soros, was 
opened by (he children of Israel. Their num
ber amounted to six hundred thousand ' men 
when they went out of J.;~ypl. heside>; the 
mixed multit.ude hy whom they were accom
panied '; a sufficient army. surely, even lor the 
opening of a pyramid if it were ncee.,sary, espe
cially . when the persons employ,·" lor the 
undertaking were, d(''luainted with the secret of 
its entrance; Itav jug, from the vcry ll'omcnt of 

the patriarch's interment. been limIer .1 solemn 
engagement to remove the body which they had 
there placed. However this may be deter
mined, it is certain the tomb was opened; for 
no sooner is their departure mentioned, than \I'e 
read '-" 1110se.< (ook the bones of Josel'" with 
him." Here, then, we have a record in hist<.ry. 

( I) 'I AD4J.wp1l took aD oatb or the C'hllrlren nf /trlUl, ayio" Cot/ 
.ill lurely mit you, apd you .ball tarry up my boDe, lrom brott." 
GeR. L. jS. 

(i) End. J;ii. 37,38. 
(S) Ibid. J;iii. 19. 
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which implies the violation of a sepulchre, and CHAP. 

the actual removal of an embalmed body from ... ' ..... :._ 
the Soros in which it is said to have been de-
posited. The locality, too, of this sepulchre 
seems to coincide with that of the particular 
cremetery where this p.~ramid has for so many 
ages unaccountably borne the marks of a similar 
violation; its secrd entrancc being disclosed 
to view; and its Soros always empty'. It is by 
no means here presumed that this circumstance 
will account for its violated state; hut it fur-
nishes a c uriolls coincidence b('tWCt:ll the present 
appearance of the pymmid, and a fact recorded 
in antient history which may possiN¥ l-e u,r{jed to 
that effcct. No other pyra71lid has been thus 
opened; neither is it probable that any such 
violation of a sepulchre would ever have been 
formerly tolerated; so sacrilegious was the 
attempt held to be among all the nations of 
antiquity, Egy/Jtia1ls, J ews, Greeks, and Rama,.., ' . 

( ") I< L,,('u~ qutfque , in quo ('\lIltlitae sum p~ ramide~. ab lsrai lilan.,,. 

hahitatiOlu' minunt' fu it alieIlUS," Peru_it OrlEmeJ £GYpt;(Jc~, ('.21. 

".390. LBot. I;II . 
(5)~e tllar . \ III. p. :lH ... and Nole~. or the pr{'('t'liill,Volume of tbt'se 

Tra\'eb. r4t«ri1. ld.vll.II ~' 2(r,.; also the denunciatiullo; con tained in 
bucriptitnu .~'"I1~ l tho~c '" tw pres ... merl to "ililatt' a st'pukhre. JffunJlori 
hal pt'e!len'ed an in~Nlrtiuli (ollnd upon a tomb ill Alhnu,. aud the Col-
1owlOC' f!J.tract (rom tbe Lat1,. nn.,m of it in his work, wm sbew wbat 

tbt (Rlinr of tbe Antim~ were iD tbl' resptd : to S. ,wu qrolWn'f!rit 

"'" 
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At the ~alllc time. there are many weighty 
arguments against the opinion that such a stu
pendous pyra11lid would have been erected by 
Josepl,'s posterity ol'er his remains. ncn if they 
bad wor;hipped him as a god. when it was 
known that his body was not intended to 
rcmain in the ~ountry: hut the honours paid to 
the dead in RK!JIJl were, in certain instancct-:, as 
it if; c\'iucnt, almost u .. ·yond our conception; 
and there is no saying wliat, ill a t'(.'lltury and a 
half. the piety of some hundred thousand indi
\"iduals might not ha\"c etlcetctl. c'p("('ially whcn 
aided by the Egyp,;ans thcmselvcs. who equally 
reyercd the mcmory of Josrph. although they 
became, at last, .inimical tu his descendants. 
This part of the subject is not altogether essen
tial to the end proposed: it has been introduced 
rather as a cunous inquiry suggested hy the 

AI(' u'!,"krum, wi ,,/¥ritt, totl t tilllft fllifuid aliutl .... odil. l>cl ipu. wi 
"" o/'u"., ,...~. t"rum .. 6i aMbulonli, ntc MOrt ,un'igllnli (propiti. h.' ... o[ ) . It'd nnn£rtiur m (lMn; Ktnt!r<4luJftt, OfittUa .-ala u'~/tlT, ~ 

J,.,-"orn., d JtLnm, d t]ullTtonam, d rlt'phtJlttuuim, d C1I,,~·tG ",ofa, d 

''''''''''''fUr AomuULu. un'iJIUfJ, tfl t't,,.,.ift,., alii. qUI cnU1U J"trd t:r k 

IqIWln'JI "l",_lol Ji"."lInt." "urntorl The •• ur. Vet. lo§crirt. p. 1'19b. 
No.5, VIII. III. e1rus. 19. AledllJl. );40. Tbe nry RaOIt' of lucb • 
,-jolil.ed nWDucnenl "aJ ustd. el'eo amone tbe /n,,.,;iilt6 theaueh·tI, 
to deDote "bal~uel er "at rew-oltin, and bomlo~. TLul DaviJ, lpu.k. 
io, of bi~ toeD,iet. roay'. "TH&IR 1UIWAT IIi "to! or ... s M":f'ULCHRE," • 

puMp of Scripturt "I.ich lote. all ih flltce and heaut)', u.leu it be 
ulIdcnwoo With rtfueult tu tb~ tpecicauf n.cril~c. 
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connection which appears to exist between CIIAP. 

the Pyramids and the hi .. tory of the Hebreu:s: it , ~. 
neither affects nor alters the main argument, as 
to the nature of these monUlll~nts in general. 

Doth any re('(]rd or tradit ion altril;u/e the origin of tl16 
P\'RAMIDS tv the r 'i tt .4.RI.ITES, UI" 10 (l pairJd t''Jually 
remote Il illt ,hal ~r t f,f';" n:siul'1lce in Egypt P 

, 

This hrillg~ us to the last article of the in- Hi~orical 
:t:,.id(>nce 

tjlllry. For the Yf'rorci, we have only to refer to concerning 
lit(, build. 

JOSf'/JllIlJ I; who cxprcHsly states it a~ one uf tIle ing of Py~ 

gri('y'ou~ oppressions which herd the lIebelt's ~~f~~ in 

after the death of Ju.<I·"h, that they 'vero com-
pelled to lahour)x Hl ' ILDI:-':(: PYHA:\fIDS i

; and 

the curjom~ memoria), as gi\'(,11 by the Jewisl, 
Historian. is sustaine!\ hy collateral evidence 
in the huoh of Moses. The prineipullabour of 
the Israelite., is described ill ];"o,{I/,' to be a 
daily task of making [·richs. ,"ithout being 
allowed a requisite portion of .<trail' for their 
manufacture. The mere circumstance of six , 

-_.-----
( I) H ~o rub· .Io~pho, Ismtlitnrum umporc flll'tas crncenti 3CC't<;. 

strim." P~fJ". OrY;. /Egypt. C'.!ll. p. :U~7. I~. Bat. 1711. 
(2) n.~ " • ...,~;rn' lDortIlX" ''';, ..; ,J..,. U PymmidibIJ, 

f'tiam ~Xltrut'""lis bomines nOltN' adbihtntt'l dl!tt'ret.nt." J~" 
Antell_ JwI. lib. ii. c.9. Edi/. Hatlft .. "",pl, to",. l. , . 91. \ ~ ~. 

(:1) Em. ", H:. 

\"()J • V. 5 
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hundr!'d thou~il.lld per_oils heine. employed at the 
same time in making /.,.ick.\", afl(>rd~ of itself a 

proof that the building for whi('h these mate

rials were required could h~ of no ordinary 
mag"uitudc 1

, This happencd. tl}l). aftcl the df'Gtll 

of 011(' of tlte killg"s of' Fp,.1fI't '!. al which tinw, it 
i:; s.aid. they b('~an .. to sig-h. hy rca~()n of thf!ir 

bontlngc:' It is therefore "cry I'ruhahle that 

thc /i.'jI'all/id at whic'h th,'v laboured wa" the 
sejJUlchre of thi . .:; kin,!.!: this j" matter of conjec

ture; although it Illay he added, that one of thc 

Pyramid~ ncar Sac('(ira is built of l'rjd~, containing 

chopped Slff/W '. The fact for pres!',,! aLtclltion 

(I I " !..!uid H' ro tanln t l.' m)lon ~ int('nallo tut nlli ita IH.,lIoum rtr

fC'ccrint, lion r"l'cnmu_. IIhl t!lU 'H tioncm t!lI luunl "d trllln\ lIrhiulll, 

fJUor at> 11~ mtr .. l'a\H'I~,ipIO<; nIlO"~ belll!!II" I~rfi. I I,ulllll. \)dJuerun' 

~llll1ll fll.!!,l '1111<1 ma'l.,u.I\' IIIHlh , 1,ll" 'f l' , tC IIII.tl f'~.I'fl1"~ tlt l" t·. 'luod'1uc 

('1I0\eUI,'O . ... ~.,t "IH!UIII It'lIh'lll' nll 'lltJ ll~ hllOllllll1U I .. o~,,~imu et 

I:OotIllU', te.IJI'''ft' :ul "I'll, a,lal'th, SII,.I :luII'm Illilju, et " I,('rf).ill" ill 

.I£;~ I,t,), at'I"~' 'I"~ 1"~I"rta UJ\Cuuuu· ex,trlldWUt' l'rrnulltlUI\I, qua. 

Ill> a IH", aut ab" (cl1\ p"r(' t'l <,t rud ,<, tnllllmc C' lIh tat ." Pt'TI;M1, Ong, 
~E.l,llfl, (',~I, p,:k" , 1 •. 11(11.1';11. 

( ;: .EJ .. ,I , h.~1 

I: I , ,"<'1: ",If;f",Ju', iJr'<(,TI}'t , ". ra" "-" It. I '>" I. l ' :.1. . 1/11/(1, Ii 1'1 . It ,tan,h 
a h"'..J I I lin'" II> I., •• lUd " IIdtf I, I he .uutl! tlf the P .'1Tmnuil uf .'iU'c6"o. 

nl'llr th t ' I II ,_, I ,U, mllld, I h .. hmu', Mill I ' "11!1.',1 KloIIIJl' - I'i-.l/('1lJ/n~". 

the h". Ie. "f , '"",huh, It" lilt-III Wilt!! )'," II F.Rf)Ll' llt '" ( Ell/nfl', (', 136,'. 

(,'I~IIII" ~t, '. III"U~ I I all ;I<'tllfatt' r..riter. wa. 11 <'1 '\lw.I~' II I! af·curatt. 

ollierv! r, arkr ty,." vhll~ lIH\I!~ I" t he l'yll'mtlh. IUltl 11I1"1I~, u he 
Silty", ' I~nf, to "gnmu rilJ/f. l And. I 6·1G, ) Clnllllll\,d 1"'''''''' the 'U"llhbnurMK 

detert, knew 1Iot the c~hte1.l':e IIf this pyrumuf. ADd he urgn 

tblJ as a reaiOD for not subsuiLi.Jlg to the opiniulll of those modtnl 

writ.trs 
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is the record preserved by Josephus, which 
attributes to the IsItAELlTES lite origin if certain 

Pvramids in EgV/11: and for other evidence, 
proving" them to haye existed in a period equally 
remote with that ill which this people inhabited 
the country. we may refer to the testimony 
of lU anetllO. whose authority is respected by 
J OSl'lJ/tU.' , and who, li'om his situation as an 
E;;yptifi/l priest .. hnd access to ~very record 
prcsen 'cd in the sacred archives of the cUlllltry. 
Alam:tlw affirms, that these structures were 
begun by thc {ourth king of EgY/JI, durlllg the 
lirst dynasty"; which carries their antiquity 

• 

wr,Ur<i I Sponrlanll .• "1' {d'mrl,.nu Sa{"TI~ . 1,/., i . pm' I. (,flp.6. Rrodll'lU 

Eplll' , (,' rtI'C. ';r . .. ~ .. r) "b" "rlic\l'd 'ill' {>,,"III1<III. , .. II:" ... h",ell ereded 

hy ttll' lunl'llll'. •. T ill' Sat rl'J "', rll,1 un',," "II~. I,,', " ~Ira rely e,l. 

1'(<" '- ' ('( Ih,' ~ la\crit, or tilt, Jell',s til hall- {','!I-"I ... ! lJl mal..,":; bncJe, 

w hf'rl'a. atl tlw~(' p"ronllJs '·Oll~l .. t of q"IlI'." (",l/flII"IlI,,!; " " I '/'UI, p, I.) 

E1.acll~ ufh'r tlte -a me !Uuum'" he Iw~l ... k.l t" uot.(,t' tht' ~trifod 

I~n'd., ,it-. ,'nl",.1 h~ ""aIm . a ... \ tlH'n a,', "U"I~ fu, I 1I .... r d.~al'I.Cl!rant~, 

hy sUP I""'''::' t!.('1lI tu 1I:l\c 10('1.'11 "('"u.unu'.! h~ tUOl', ur ,ft·o.tir:rrd Ly 
a,r /I'md, ' • • , ur, .. hu rlO, ... 11II ~alltl." I bId. 11. 119. 

(4) . foul,hlll; !>ay~. Ihattlle ('Me aud ('tlul'lluauce t.f the puhlic re
corui Wf're Iht' pl'('dli»r I'r,.'\incc ,. f the I)fle .. t~ , ( ,.,t!, J,6, i. C'MII. 

Apion, M ... ~nllo lwlongrJ to the C"IIf'f:"c at IIrlmpalu, the "ery seat 
of E,l!,flplum H"""H'C, H I~ t{"tnntlu)' 1Ioa<; rreft'rreJ h) .Iflorsfllr,. to 

that o f Jntr'P!tllf til n,.<,If. I 1.,we\ cr, it ~houlol he ackntl ... ledged, tbat 

Pni:O""", who COIIJ.J.'reJ the 1>,\lla stlt!~ of .1/o.trr/1IA ai fabulous, at
tacked Jllar6lto.m UpOIl tillS g .. ount!; descnbillg him as "a6.nlrtlimM. 

f}1I4r91U Jlla~tlumll renp,nuJi Ihuill"J5Wr, qlUl'" tpt"cWsa JOIepJai." Vid • 
• /ac. P~ii iEG\'PT, ORIG. Invest, C', 'il. p.384. L.Bat. 1711. 

(:» .. I::.tenim Mauetho jam in dyna!olia 1. quu1.um ~UI ~m 

S '2 r"'MpIt~I . 
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ell At. hack to b period c'lrlier thall the age of 
• .,:. Al'Taham '. Of lhis nature arc th" records re

quired by the last tlucstion in the proposetl 
iuquiry, without having recourse to any of the 
writers of Greecc or {ledy. As for the Iradilions 
which refef Ihe origill of these monumclli. to 
the age of the Israelites in Egypt, the.c exist 
not ouly among the Arabians, but abo among 
the Jews and Egyptians. The author of a book 
entitled }Jorat Al%eman, cited by Greaces in his 
Fyramidographia', speaking of the founders of 

the Pyramids, says, .. Some attribute them 1.0 

Joseph, some to Nimrod." The Aral·ian., distin
guished Ihe P!lr'fmids by the appellation of 
£!jetel Pharooun, or Pharaoh's Mountains'; and 
there is not one of these Oriental writers who 
does not consider them as antient sepuldlle, ': 

Upon these premises, thus derived from 

Jl'n/ ·phnl, Pymmidos Cfni"se tradit, ac liriu, in tl) nastia 1Y. regem 
Iccundum, ~,",,·uphin. pyramiuum maJ.imam cx4\ruxi;se." PertH'", 
LEgyptiaca, ~tlp. 21. p.3e:L I .. /lat. I,ll. Thi~ authority, admitted 

by AI«rslw'ftl, i~ contemned by tIle authllr from whom it is III1W citct!. 
(I) 'bi·'. p. 3~4. 
(~) P. (,. Lwu/. 1646. 

(3) Sec also Egm.ont aDd Heyman's Tra.-els, \'(,.1. II. p. 85. IAI'IId. 
1759. 

(4 ) Sec tbe Extraell rfORl; Ibn A6d .4lhDlfn, aud the Arabian authors • 
• givel.l by G,·eave,. At'. «c. 
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sources that are not liable to the objections 

2(;) 

CHAP. 
v 

urged by Pauw, being wholly independent of 1,,' ....., • ..--" 

any notions which he ,upposes the Greehs to 
have blended with their aceuunts of the Pyra-
mids, the following conclusiolls may perhaps 
appear to be wananted: 

I. That the J1ei'reu·., inhabited Egypt III the 
period to which the Pnl.O' , DS Illay be 
referred. 

2. That tht' p, JlA::\JlllS contain. an ,",x lstmg 

document corresponding with the 1110 11c of 
interment practised by this people, and 
were therefore intende<) as sepu/( hre.f . 

• 
3. That the present state of the principal 

Pn<AMJD Illay /Jossil-iV be owing to the 
circumstance rclatet! ill their hi story, of 
the remuval uf J oseph' , relics frolll the 
Soros ill which they had been preset..-c,!. 

4. That from the recurds of Jell·ish and Egyp· 
tian historians, as wl'll as from the tradi
tions of .the country, we may attribute the 
origin of some of the Py" Ull DS to the 
Ilehews thcmselves; and may assign to 
others a period even more remote thun 
the age in which tb.i~ people inhabited 
Egypt. 
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In thp principal point to be determined, 
namely, the usc for which thesc structures were 
erected by the Anticnt<, there cannot remain 
crm the shadow of a doubt. That they were 
seplIlcI,,'cs, has been demonstrated bcyond the 
possibility of a contradiction; aUt( in proying 

this, all the best authOlitics have long con
curred '. 1n their wholp extent from DJI~a to 
Sacc(/rn, the py no'\:\1 J I}S, and all their c')ntiguomi 
subtcrruncous catacomi-s, ('on~titut('d onc vast 
cremetery. belonging to the seat of the lllemj)hian 

kings \ the variolls parts of which were con
structed in different periods of til11(,. ~ome 

learnerl wri t{'I'S, • ,1Iowc\'(;r. a.;; "hate. llll(l the 

author of PhdooO,ophical Dis!"crtatiolls 011 the 
Eg!Jp(J(/II\ and ell/ll('le, h,l\'l' (,~(,fCI:-;('d their el"U

oltlUn III attl'!Optll1~ to prll\'(' that till' l'!Jrml/;ds 

were mylholll~,cal Il'p0!o'itont.'s of E't!!JI)lian su
per<titioll"; and they ha\'c dcscriben the Sora" 
in dl! ~·(: t OppositIOn to ,~lr{Jt·o, either as a tomb 

oj')\lI;\', Of a ... 'Hle uf tho!o'c X/~7c(1 lEgal ill which 
• 

(I "'f'~' the ~ulh"r,'''· ~ ""I IHl!nnH'ol~ ~tat ... ~III~ rF.1'I170Nll~, Ongmtll 

./EJ.:YJJ(IIICU'.('IIf'1t I' i 'l t i .. 1111'. IjlJ. AI.vGkEAvu·,,/'yramldo--

(~: 1 .. ;" .,.;;. r., .... ,/ ' ... { ,"''''/.''lI. Ce,,~. lIb . J\j •• p. 1145. Rd.Oro'ft.j 
Ju tin.' ll,,('..ttelt II ,:' .lell"lIlt( (',J a::;.III,\t ti,e lIrfU/liel .' Hrnea, c. il:. v,6.) 
it .. ~ .IIlI ... ~lr~II'III S SII4LL f\lJRV TI1£M." 

(J) ~erP.U\l "",he,Egypt. and CAineH, wl.JI. p.48. lAlUl.li9S. 
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the Priests kept their sacred vestments'. Nor, 
perhal's, would these conjectures have ap
peared so \'islOllary. if tho:-:e distinguished. 

writers had carried the il1\'e:o;li~alio ll somewhat 
furthe r. If the cOllnection be tween antient 
Egyptian mythology and .Jewisit histury had heen 
duly traced, an evident analogy, founded upon 
events which have refercnce to the c.l riic,t 
annals of the Ilevrews, might be Bludc maLllfest. 
The Slll"e':t. of itself sufficicllt to constitute a 
separate disse rtatioll, would calise tllO much 

digrcssion~ although an endeavour may he marie 
to concentrate some of its leading tcatures 
within the compass of a note \. The main.object 

'. I 

( ~ ) St>c Shaw' ,. Tral'eh, 1'.3';1. und. I';57. 

(:' ) Pt':r ltn l'~. "ilh .Iul' rrttenlilln to facts collecte~1 from antienl and 
u lOdcfU wf ltcn, the whole {'OUIlt'('llUll IIl1ght 11(' tra(cd betwecn the 

lmtory of Jo"f,"H , anu tht' E!f!lll/Uln mytholu~y f"uII41t',1 t ill rC~'n. For 
lh ls l,urllthC, tl14: rt'a,h'r lIIay he refcrred to all that Titnj,u ha~ written 

upou the ~ul~ ... ·t ( r ,d. 1If., i. ('lip. ':9. tom. I. II, ': 1:1. de Theologid 

Gentdl : . ltrut . Iii.,'!), \\ Ito cuu .. i.le .... the Rll,lIpt"lH ApI!> a~ a symhol 
of the /'atnm'C", He suppurts hi~ upilliuu by authurity (rolD 

RCFFI~V" ( fltstflr'ill Ecclulo.stlCtZ', 1,6. ii. roJ1' 3:1.); Bud dcri\c, evideuce 

from ALeu",.", (Script Mlmb. I , i, ("I:'., to prtl\'c that tht' EgyplUltu 

placed till Or ut'ar the liepulclm: uf JOSEPH, It appears also, from 

Suidfl$ (wee :r.e .... ")' t~at Apls 1'I IiS b~' l;ome ('un,idereu a ~yQlbol of 

JOSEPtI: .. QII(I lit mngu illClmnIJ /acit," uhsC'r\'es Vossn.:s, .. qiWd 

J(Jjephw Det"~n()mu el'p. pt!11Idt. co".".ate 17. /x)s ,·outur. tuuu"", 
COt/icc,lle6rdOS." But if Arts "ere the ",one as JOSEPH. so must also 

he SERA-PIS (or SARAflS, as it WIlS written by the Gruls) aud OI1IRIS ; 

lor. theBe are but diff(ren(PIIIDC5 or the.- saUlt" PlJtholo~ical person8~. 

" Fa..·11U 
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at present IS to prove the intention for which 
the PlIramids WC:'C erected uUll in thisJ it is 

" 

U FuellU I!lt JOSfplt 'lUlU" n'r toaw LEg.'III/i, ,·t "ut:ltUrillll tlllU ,-Tpi,," 
$a)''' KiUMr (CEdip .• £gypl. 10m. I. ']I.I!Ki . Run. Ilia:!); uu<1 lie 

gives us from rQ1TO tbe rea~.ln why he ~II C; ('allc<1 ..... ' :UAI·/l:i; .. !Juiu 

Area (in!luil Varr.) jill t}lId ~itUj ("Tal, GJ"n:e~ stu .IC~!lllt.iaee ,Iied"r 

%_(.,. wule l:-e.""", t}l4flsi Area Apu. dt;nde. umi II/,.,·u till/Mid, l~",%"j~ 

dlCtlU cst." AI~o, al'cortlin!; t o Stnlbo, A/'I~ "as tilt' ~ume i.lS O!-oIRIS. 

-Or i,rm C''''-If) ; "''"., ."i '0"':(11 (lib. xvii. p. I I"~. ErI. O.nm. ) Hem'e 
it may he iufcfre<1, that :u JO!-ol:I'II, to'.:ctlil:~r \\I;th lilt' Illl UIt" of AI'Ui 

and S.:RAI'IS, also bore that OfOMUIS, the lIullunl mourrlill~s whicb 

look place io Egypt for the (OIS of ().iru' body, aud the l,,.hihiliun l.If 

IILl nJlply -",)ros upon those uceal>ious, were c:c remu\ue~ .ieri'·e,i from 

the loss 0/ JfJ$Cph.'s body. wb ich had been carried flway h." ,hI' Jltbrctl.: 
'Wheu they i('£t the (·ountrf. .lrliius .Fi,.mu'tU. wh,. O"lIn~ IH" ulIllrr 

tbe l"o tHUI (If (lJl1.rlolllmt!. etult'a\'our~ to e_pJain tIle rca~": 1 (De 

EfTOT. P,.,,/UII. Rel,~) '''h )~.I·.sr.rl l "as ('alled S.: IIAI'I~. irlopp".ill"11 

tu the CJri~iJl a~si<:" lJ ('J hy ran·o. fur t[,(· lIame St:n,u'I". it u, :,~· Iw "II. 

serveu. tl! at PI.U r A IH' " ( D,' bIll. ct Osir. I'. 'l!1.) ,Ieriul' ; a llllli(lH \\ h ieh 

pN!\·ailcd. maintaining- that St:IU,.ts was II" G",\, but [l 1I1l',e nan ... f"r 

the sep"khral du'st wlll.·re the hOlly tlf ""PIS ,,:a~ IIl'l'u"t",I: o.: ... ,h". 
0,., .... ::tie ....... , ':,l.,l.,i, n,. '.o\TI 160:t ::tOru:-. .ii~ .. ; ;""'.~I~~"'. But t I,illg:~ 

",hi ... h wert! rejt'cted h~ .. the Gads, a~ illfon~ '~t ('111 .... ilb Ihe ir ft: liKi"II .~ 

opinious, m:l" come llIud, IIp.arer, ou tlli~ ftl:eo ulIl, I.., truth, n,,.1 lu our 

own. A "cry I'u!'"lar lIoliuu has IlIu:; ot't'1J ('nil'rlaiu",d, cUllr(' rllillg 

all edr:llleuu, ill,,1 hruu!jJ.t III Akl"(l1Idrw, hy olle of Ihe PloIeJl'u~· . 

from tue ('oa~t of .. ( .... n j1>. which rccc-II'e,1 tl.l· :ll' peUl1 ti"II .. 1 8u«pi., 

upoa its urrl\'al ill Ef.[!'I'I. Bllt the word ."'·"rlff/Ioft:s purcJ.v /:.'gyplUin 

(VkI. .Jubloll,',i Plinth .• i-:'Yl't. 10m. I. p. 2:1 2. Franc,,/ 1; ;-,1' ) ; aut.! 

tbere is sumelhiug- (,ltn'mt'iy imprllhahlt> ill li,t' (·,r"' \UIl~ t.:l Il<"t' ~ uf the 

impnrtatiuu. That allY 01 the Pfo/l'Inir.,·, ('OI,pt;:II a~ I ht'y \V\"n' ill Egypt, 
Ihllu/d iOJO ult the illh"I,i rallt ~ of the cOlIl/lry f./I/n,"1",I,iu:Slflll·I'wl. I. i. 
c.7,) by tile illtwducti'-'II uf a ~trallg:c J)h'imry frolll Ihl' El'XI'''':, btL& 

alway" wor'J an af'I'earauce o( fahl~'. Jut/oT/di htl~ refutt'11 the opi_ 

nioD, by pr()"in~ thl'lt S'1·ttpis wa~ worshi pped ill ,'femphis 1""1;" htfore 

lbe time or till' l'TOI.&~IIJ::S (PU1l01. Eg!l.~'i. M,. ii. c.5. p.233. Franc, 
1'; ;,0), 
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hoped wc may succeed. If thcse were the 
only monuments of the kind belonging to the 

-- -------
1';:10), nllOl by ~hc,,"ilJ!1; from FII~t(/lIlius that lilt> _hoil' f'ory of thi' 

SIIl"f'c Dt'lty ""a .. lil'ri1't"d frull! ..... ""'jllUm Iit'ar 1I1f'1nplw. ThuI> 

TA.clru~ ... SrticIlI, ~r qud trtlnJierit (Swopu) JlltJmpltin. perl.wenJ, 

rnciJ/to.ln Ditm, ct "~lt:rl$ J:.'K.Vpti t:Olwn~71." Yet Gibb", .~ceWi·to imply 
(Hisl. /' , ~',f. r'Ol. V. p. 90, 1 . .fH~(l. IloIO'; ) that hulll the name' and tile 

ill"t wcrt' ail"e lilrangt'!"1. to the priC\ lS of R}!!lpl . ami he !.neets at tLe 
Il<ItlUII ull(}Juul,lbat the Palli.tre!' JO"EI'II haJ Iwell uJored in the 

l'ountry a~ the Bull .4pis, alJd. the God ::''''''J''~. ( ltld. Su JrotrJ 36.) 

The re.ui C' r may \'o(l\Olt the learned uh"ervalloll~ of /Jol:ht'lrt upon this 

f> uhject ( JIu:ro:Oi('IJ II, tom. I. 1. ii. (', a ... ]If'. :i·C,. ;~4G. J .. n. {.I '!l) . aud 

... 1:.0 l.f ./tIMon"/II , UplIU l'.bich G.f,fJOIi may hale ~ruuuul."'d I.i., ~ cel'

tlliiUl. althuugh he haye nul lIIeuti.lUed hi~ author" The fllllo,\ iu~ 

pa~~a,c of "'/I'ollndorus. as ened hy lJoc!u1rl, pron,'\ the llaull' S~rul'u to 
he of alltienl date iu E <.\"' I'T : .. API,I , ,.rlllius mtf!'" Dro,l, SAIIAI'J!> uppd

latuI est," Upon til t' ill ... ',til), of ,"'UIlI'16 /Iud J(o"I:I'fI Ulau,tlearut'd 

,,' riter'> Art' agreed.. "SEmi '1"1 AI'I'I1 t:l ~1:1t"'1 ' IDnf Ullum NUVl~n 
J'fthinnt, tt 1'" ::;~rap/l1f!'11 J""U' lIl" l mlt'llc.l.,C','lIlt; SEC ,r .. nn""1 

(O"TUAJI.IA \lm:n' R H ,lEC tJI'I '''IO ,'' ( (Ulltrll l III' /lepub .. lJ .. b, An1wl .. 

}\'U'/lI"i, r .. 17, tlol .. I-I. T"es,An11'l ,Sm', li,:oJI1,i, rmt'I .. I;4.i, ) 111_ 

Jel',l. the ulWlher of 8uthul., awl j'uU\melllaturs hy \1 110m t II i~ IIpiDio .. 

h IIHliuta iul't1 llIay be cOlJ~,.kfr,l as lIIore than <I ""II"tcrl' .. i~e to the 

"hi.'el ion,> ., r ll"",-/,ult utili ur .llIldoll~fli, T.lt l'l ", ( drnwl,1II 0oJ.'rd .. 
• " clTr .. /1 .. r,~ .. Cd .. l/uTfJ, /.. , /1", Hi:,..J ,) in 1\/\.ht"II' to thc authorities 

alxne ~11~.1. IIwutmlls al~() 1'11';1111' aud Uf/l UlIIlIs : au.! he !urther ob

Iotrn-s, .. Idtjue patel, tum ex IlUlIIllIC 1:iellll'll (11I l'd B,J\eUl Dutal; 

tum el 1lllllllllC --"lup/I. flllu te.le f'lutart'lH', O.il'is \'u('ahatur, lc\'j 

I'otllll.utatiullc ex .Josrpit rl1cta.; tum ex lI.ero::;I~I, lli e i ~ . quillu,> O:.iri

.Iell! dl'.it;lIl1haut , pufa fighra hUli, SCII liluii, l1ull S LUIJi£ ct Solis 

Hlsi~l1iti: ilem ju,'eni~ imberhi .. nun tnOlllo lot I.:alathu in ('apite .. 
Qua' in Jo~ephum. rjus'l.ut' buv!';; ('t spic3.~, rt a'lat('tD, rt astrolugilE 

periliam, au fllnu'isim '1uat.irallt, Suh~cribullt Clenu,'lb Ale:undrJUus, 

AII~u~tillu~. A Lal,idt. et llunfrerius," See nisI) Spmcer d~ l.Lg, 
F/,./t .. Jib .. IIi, pp, :,no, 271.. JJ~!lt:r, HNI .. rlrt40.'sl, de I erlllki (Hltu, 

1'0::, 'II, ~:" edIt .. KIUm, 1/;7J . /tJw/UI;:I, Nol .. lUi G.1f'artll, (uno~i:(JI", 

edit, JJlllnl>lIIg , ~:c,~,;c, 
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CH.\P. antient world, and we had not the evidelwe 
\". 

.'-......... _ . afforded by the Soros in the princIpal PYHAMI u, 
a greater degree of difficnlty mig 'l! oppose the 
undcrtaking. Bnt, in addition to the testin,ouy 
offered by this remarkable relic, we arc enablcd, 
by collateral evidences derived from other 
countries, to establish, beyond all controversy, 
the truth of their sfpulchral origin. It has been 
already shewn, that, of thcmselves, they con
stitute but remaining traces of a custom com
mon to all thc nations of antiquity'. An anticnt 
Tumulus for men of princely rank seems vcry 
generally to have consisted of three parts; the 
So"o~ , the PI LE, or Ileap, and the Sn:d. Of 
tllfsc, fla mer mCf,tions two at once; as being 
those parts of a Tumuills which were externall v 
visible '. As the practice occasionally n .. ied 
among different nations, only one of tbese was 
used to denote an antien! burying-placc. In 
ASlA MIXOU., the .'iOTas, of gigantic proportioJl, 
sometimes stood alone, without the Pile ami the 

(I) .. Apud majores, nobiles, aut 51'" montihu~ . aut ill m(Jnlibu~. 
IIcpelieb:mtur; uode DatUJlI est, ut w.pra cadUL'era aut I'yramides 

Ilerent, aut iogenlu coUocarentur . columnae." Saw ummel'll. i. 
PirgiJ. 

(:1) Tu!4J" .... '%niA!' .... ]J. n. 456. ~e Grtel<Mnrhk" ~p. 2. (aMb. 
1809. 




