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PREFACE.

~ Conscious that, in publishing these volumes, one
of i:ny motives, and that a principal one, is a sincere
desire to benefit a very large class of my fellow-coun-
“trymen, I should hlive committed them, unprefaced,
to the candid judgment of my readers, had not some
circumstances recently occurred, which seem fo call
for a few additional remarks. ‘As my remarks
must be rather of a grave tenor, those persons who
~prefer lighter themes will have the kindness to.
pass by my preface, (a fate to which, I believe, pre-.
faces are very subject), and proceed to the work
where, I trust, they will find that I have proﬂded
them with a tolerable supply of amusement.
~ Since the manuscript was prepared for the préss,
two of the points upon which it treats, those of
_colonization and emigration, have acquired addi.-
tional importance. They have, moreover, been
‘brought into Parliamentary discussion, by Mr. C.
-:ﬁul]er who was desirous to ascertain what mea-
sures the Colonial Sec‘retary intended to adopt with
respect to them. = Inreply, Lord Stanley ably stated
‘what had been done, and was still doing, for emi-
grants; but he seemed to wish his ‘hearers to sup--
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pose, that no improvement can be made in the
system which 1s at present pursued.

1 flatter myself, however, that in the course of my
work, I have clearly shewn the contrary to be the
case, and that there is “ample room and verge
enough” for the most beneficial amelioration.
Though it may seem great presumption in me to
differ from such an authority as Lord Stanley, I
must contend, that the mode of . colonizing, so long
followed by Great Britain, has been, to say the
least, injudicious ; for, it has neither benefited the
mother country as it ought to have done, nor even
the colonies themselves, by any means to such an
extent as it ought. In fact, nothing has yet been
attempted upon the true principles of colonization ;
that is to say, to enable settlers to take with them
our established religion, our national system of
‘moral and rehglous instruction, our free institutions,
laws, manners, customs, and even our peculiarities,
or, as some perhaps would call them, our prejudices.
If all this is not looked after, the best national
feelings and characteristics soon grow feeble, or are
obliterated ; so that, instead of becoming integral
parts-of the empire, and contributing to its strength
and prosperity, colonies prove to be only causes of
weakness and embarrassment.

I have, likewise, I trust, demonstrated, tha-.t the
existing system of emigration and colonization Has
been of advantage only to speculating cnmpa:mes,
and land-jobbers, while it has been ruinous not nnh
to the better class of emlgrants but also to artlsauf
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and labourers. In short, I have shewn that colomza-
tion cannot possibly succeed without cheap labour,
and that, as matters are now managed, labour can
be cheap only where there are no means ﬂf paymnr
for it. 1 .

A few words may not be out of place here, with
respect to a.bollshmg the mode, so long practised,
of supplying New South  Wales with convicts, or
cheap labour. It might, perhaps, be well to-ask
ourselves the question, whether, for the sake of ex-
periment, it is advisable to incur the expense of
establishing Penitentiary prisons, at Parkhurst and
in Van Diemen’s Land, merely to ascertain whether
a scheme of rewards and punishments will amend
vitiated materials; and whether the purpose might
‘not -be beiter effected, in the old way, by sending
convicts to Sydney, where they would be either
employed in gangs, for the public benefit, or dis-
tributed among the respectable settlers, as servants
and labourers? Could not the settlers be rendered
responsible for the moral and religious instruction
‘of the convicts, under the superintendence of Pro-
‘tectors or Inspectors? Whenever the Protectors
found that this essential point had been neglected,
they should be authorized to remove the convicts
from the service of such unworthy masters, who, of
‘course, should never again be allowed to avail
“tremselves of convict labour. This was nearly all
‘that the old plan wanted to make it work well.
"The old plan cost ‘the country comparatively no-
“thing ; the new one will cost some millions. But
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- why should so great a benefit, as having convicts
sent to them, under proper regulations, be confined
to New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land.
When 1 suggested that small but sufficient
portions of land should be granted for nothing to the
poorer class of ‘emigrants—(and I cannot see the
necessity, which some theorists insist upon, that
they should ultimately be made to pay for it, and
for the implements with which they were supplied)
—1I was ‘not ignorant of the *Canada Act of
Union,” spoken of by Lord. Stanley; nor that it
gives up the land revenue to the Provincial Legis-
lature. I knew, too, that such land can only be -
disposed of by sale; and that a similar system has
been adopted in Australia, in several other colonies,
and even in Ceylon. But I considered, also, of
course, that, if such enactments were found not to
work well, they could be repealed or amended ;
and I am decidedly of opinion, that this must
necessarily he the case, if ever Government mea-
sures of colonization and emigration are to be
expected to afford, to our suffering. and redundant
population, that relief of which it obviously stands
In such urgent need. The time is, perhaps, not far
distant, when the prudence of such a course will be
' manifest to every one.
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CEYLON.

CHAPTER 1.

¢ Spread the sail,”’ aaid the King, ¢ .afaize the -winds as they
pour from Lena.”” We rose on the wave with songs.  We
rushed with joy through the foam of the deep.—Ossian.

!
VOYAGE TO CEYLON COMMENCED -—AUTHDR’E REGRET AT

HAVING DESTROYED AN OLD JOURNAL -— MADEIRA — THE
ISLANDS IN THE EAST ATLANTIC—ENTER THE TROPIC—
SEA AMUBEMENTS-——SUN-SETTING IN THE TROPICS—CAPE
VERD ISLANDS—AN ADVENTURE ON LEAVING PORT PRAYA—
DOLPHINS AND BONITOS — A MAN OVERBOARD AMONGST
SHARKS — A COUP-DE-SOLEIL— DECEPTION ATTEMPTED—
DARBY STAR, THE IRISH DANCING MASTER—THUNDER AT
THE EQUATOR—AMUSEMENTS AT SEA-—NUMBERS OF BIRDS
'WHICH SURROUND SHIPS APPROACHING THE CAPE OF GOOD
HOPE — STORMS AND CALMS-— VOYAGE CONTINUED FROM

SIMON’S BAY TO CEYLON, ETC.

~ Ir it has ever fallen to the reader’s lot, to have
~ been sent to a distant part of the world in a troop-
ship, or what is commonly calied a transport; and,
if, during the long period which is usually required
for such trying and frequently tedious voyages to
many -of oyr foreign possessions, he has had the
charge of about three hundred men,most of them,
VOL. I B



2 COMMENCEMENT OF VOYAGE.

perhaps, never at sea before; he can form an idea
of the responsibility which attaches to an officer who
is entrusted with such a command.

We had been about three weeks on board a large
free-trader, in Cork harbour, bound for Ceylon ;
but, owing to the dreadful state of the weather, we
were not able to put to sea until the latter end of
February, 1819, when we at last stood out from the
land under a press of sail.

At the time when this narrative commences, we
had been four days at sea; and I must say that
never, upon any occasion, had I ever witnessed
greater wretchedness, or such tragi-comical .scenes
as were, during that period, enacted on hoard ; but
sea-sick people are only laughed at, and told, for
their comfort, that there is no danger to be appre-
hended. Exertion is the best, and, I may say, the
only preventive, or cure, for this most depressing of
all maladies, which in this instance laid low more
able bodied men than I ever remember to have seen
its victims. The 1st of March being, however, a
tolerably fine day, I at last am able to force out of
their lairs evéry man, woman, and child—I know
that 1 am thought a horrid savage, for insisting
upon their coming on deck; but no matter, they
will soon begin to forget all their sufferings and
annoyances. And, worthy reader, if you should

happen to be an emigrant,” proceeding upon a voy-
~age to a far distant part of the world, it will be well
for you, if the master of the ship, on board of which

("



BURNING AN OLD JOURNAL. 3

use a little of what may at the time probably seem
to you to be most irksome coercion, in order to in-
duce you to exert any energy which 1s left in you.

As far as I am myself concerned, I have many
comforts around me. My books, writing materials,
&c., are all, within my reach, conveniently and se-
curely placed in my really excellent cabin; but a
commanding officer, or an emigrant possessing
sufficient means, may look for such comforts in a
transport or other vessel,—whilst in such ships, if
due precautions are not taken, the lot of people in
general is bad enough.

But, reader, before we proceed farther together,
I have to acquaint you, that from the time I entered
the army, up to the night before the battle of Tala-
vera—and 1t was an eventful period—I had kept a,
journal, or rather some brief memoranda of various
events or occurrences, with which I happened to be
connected, or had witnessed. On the night, how-
ever, which was previous to our falling back from
the position we occupied beyond the Alberché
river, | was sitting over the remains of a bivouac
fire, my comrades being all asleep around me. I
had, in the course of the afternoon, seen the
Spaniards flying in confusion before the French; I
felt convinced that we should be attacked next
morning by overwhelming numbers of men accus-
tomed to victory; and I-was certain that the brunt
of the onset would fall upon us. I was then a cap-
tain, and commanded a fine company, in a gallant
and hichly discivlined reciment. [ was aware that
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we should do our duty manfully, and consequently
that many of us were likely to bite the dust on the
morrow. It was more than probable that I might
be amongst the number destined to fall. Thus ru-
minating, I thought of my note book, and of much
that was recorded in it; it was unluckily in my
haversack, and 1 did not bike the idea of its falling
into any one’s hands should I happen to be knocked
over. 1 therefore considered that-the best thing
I could do was to burn it, before the still reddish
embers were entirely extinguished. I did so, taking
care thag every leaf was consumed ; but often, after-
wards, I regretted having been so foolish as thus to
destroy my book. From that day, until I found
myself at sea upon another voyage to an interesting
part of the world, 1 had not kept what I eould call
a journal; but I now determined once more to do
so; and it is from its pages, in many places sadly
defaced by white ants, that I am enabled, in a great
measure, to compile the following work; and this
will, I trust, account for the peculiarifics of the

style of writing, which must as we proceed be often
observable.

Towards evening, on the 2d of March, when we
were off Cape St. Vincent, the weather somewhat
moderated ; and, as we had hitherto made géod
runs, we were off Gibraltar on the 3d. It has.again,
however, come on to blow furiously, and a vessel, in
company with us, has just been dismasted. Our
ship bounds admirably over the huge billows, and
shews us that she is equal to the long voyage before
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us, On the 4th, the gale once more decreased ;
and, early on the morning of the 5th of March, we
were all on deck, sailing delightfully along, and
close to the rugged coast of Madeira. The little
villages and neat houses, situated in the deep,
retired, and finely wooded ravines, have a most
picturesque appearance, especially when econtrasted
with the mountainous and rocky scenery mland.

We did not anchor, it being considered unsafe te
do so at this season of the year ; but as many of the
officers as could be spared from the duties of the
ship were allowed to go on shore, where they spent
most agreeably the few hours they remained. 1
had before visited Madeira in its finest season ; but
though this is the most unfavourable time of the
year, we were able to bring off with us a quantity of
fine flowers, with some of which my cabin was
adorned for some time after. Iloses were in full
bloom in the open air; and the climate of this much
favoured island may certainly be considered as ome
of the finest in the world. An’ ample supply of
Madeira was procured for present use, and also a
considerable quantity for the regimental mess when
we should reach Ceylon. The discomforts of the
voyage, as I had anticipated, were now almost for-
gotten, and a day spent on shore had done much
towards preparing most of us for what was still
before us.’ |

On the 7th of March we were only about twelve
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6 THE ISLANDS IN THE EAST ATLANTIC.

the same time the island of Faro, and, high amidst
the clouds, the Peak of Teneriffe, though fully fifty
miles distant. But how truly delightful it is to sail
oently along among these charming islands ; the
views, though distance rendered some of them rather
indistinct, were in endless variety and magnificence ;
and the twelve miles which separated us from Palma
wobuld have led us, from its great height, to suppose
that it was only on the opposite side of a large
river. 1 was once before in nearly the same posi-
tion as now with regard to these islands; but the
weather was then very different, for it was blowing
hard, and 4o cloudy, as almost to conceal the whole
of what now so enchantingly presents itself. Sea
sickness, since we passed Madeira, has totally dis-
appeared. We have abundance of the good things
of this world on board : indeed, it was well for us
this was the case, or our now ravenous gentlemen
would actually have soon caused a famine. And,
worthy reader, if you should happen to be an emi-
orant proceeding to a distant part of the world, take
my advice, and never altogether depend upon your
captain, nor his promises, for even indispensable
supplies. The loss of our goats, which had all died,
from the effects of cold and wet weather, before we
reached Madeira—we now felt as a serlous misfor-
tune ; for few people can, during a long voyage,
make up their minds to dispense with “milk, and
there is no substitute that can make up for it, but
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On the night of the 9th of March, when standing
on our course with all sail set, the wind suddenly
sprung up right a-head of us, and blew so violently
as even to endanger the ship. It continued to blow
with equal fury all the 10th, but on the 11th we
crossed the tropic of Cancer, and fine weather
having returned, we were glad to be able to pursue
our course for the Cape Verd islands.

The troops on board are still verv health} ; and
to do our best to keep them so, (and -to what I am
going to add, I particularly request the attention of
voyagers in general) directions were now given that
they were to bathe every morning at daylight. This
is always an amusing scene, and greatly liked by
every one in tropical climates, as it refreshes the
body, braces the nerves, and prepares those who
arc wise enough to practise it, for the great heat of
the day. The soldiers being all dressed in white
jackets and trowsers, with neat foraging caps, they
looked as well and clean as it is possible to lma-
gine; and, still more to insure cleanliness, they were
required to appear at both morning and evening
parades without shoes or stockings. We have plenty
of drummers and fifers on board; and by good
luck, also an Irish fiddler; it was therefore highly
amusing to see the different diverstbns, which were
by every means encouraged going forward-—espe-
cially the evenings.* In fine weather we have
generaﬂy two or three oroups of dancers, others of
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3 SUN SETTING IN THE TROPICS.

most persevering story tellers or readers are atten-
tively listened to.

Those who have never before been in a tropical

chmate, are occasionally greatly astonished and
delighted with the magnificence of the seiting sun.
One evening in particular, the almost full moon
was ascemding to the eastward of the ship, at the
moment when the sun was descending below the
horizon, enveloped in clouds of various forms, and
partaking of many brilliant as well as deep colours,
all heaped together in the most picturesque and
wonderful manner. They imagined they beheld
mountains, promontories, bays, towns, castles, &c.,
all resplendent in, I may say, golden magnificence ;
but what surprised them most was, that the immense
objects before them were incessantly assuming new
and extraordinary forms, tinged with still greater
variety of shades and colouring. I had often seen
such scenic imagery in former voyages, but I never
had beheld it so diversified, grand and beautiful, as
upon this occasion. I have heard persons assert,
that in our northern latitudes, they have seen as
splendid sun-settings as any cver beheld in the
tropies ; but in this opinion I cannot coincide ; or
rather, I should suppose, they may not have been so
fortunate as I was in opportunities of admiring and
wondering at those of the torrid zone, or I am con-
vinced that they would hdve come to a different
conclusion. -

How dehghtful are also the nights in such lati- -
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tudes ; but no person ought upon any account to

"'be allowed to lie down or sleep upon deck ; and

therefore every half hour, the officer has to rouse up
the watch on duty, and make them walk round the
masts for a few minutes. This may appear to an
inexperienced person, as if it were done merely to
annoy ; but there is nothing so seriously affects
people’s health as allowing them to sleep exposed

to the night air, and especially to the baneful influ--

ence of the moon. If this is permitted, colds,
fevers, dysentery, and other diseases, quickly follow,
as the certain consequences of such imprudent ex-
posure. This ought always to be carefully attended
to by those who have charge of troops or emigrants
going to distant parts of the world.

On the 16th of March we made St. Antonlo, one
of the Cape Verd islands, which, like all those

sitnated in the east Atlantie, is very high—1I believe
it is about 7,000 feet above the level of the sea. In
a former voyage, I spent about three weeks at one
of them, St. Jago, and remember well, that it was
both hot and unhealthy, and, with the exception of
fine fruit and fowls, very little else was to be had
there. At the period I allude to, I belonged to one
of the regiments forming part of the force under
General Robert Crawford, then destined for the
west coast of South America, but which was after-
wards nrﬁereﬂ to the river Plata. Our commanders,
it seemed, took it into their heads, that our fleet
was pursued by a powerful French squadron, which
so outnumbered our cscort of line-of-battle ships,
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- frigates, &c. that it was deemed advisable to take
refuge in Port Praya. The transports were anchored
as near as possible to the shore, and the ships of war
were drawn up, in order of battle, from one prb—
jecting point of the bay to another on the opposite
side, and upon these -extremities batteries were
erected, and supplied with heavy guns from the
shipping, which would have flanked the enemy, had
they attacked our fleet. In this position we remained
until it was ascertained by a frigate, sent back for
the purpose, that our apprehensions were ground-
less, when we again started for the Cape of Good
Hope.

But I can never forget the alarm which I felt the
night on which we left Port Praya; for, owing to
the number of transports which lay outside of us, 1t
was almost dark before our ship could leave the
anchorage and stand out of the bay, which she did
under a ‘considerable press of sail; and seeing a
very powerful light just before us, it was imagined
that we were following in the wake of the Commo-
dore. There was at the time a fine steady breeze,
and the night being delightfully cool and refreshing,
we were all on deck. The light, however, which
we supposed we were following, suddenly neared
us; and in an instant we found ourselves just under
the bows of a line-of-battle ship, standing in the
opposite direction to that which we were pursuing.
The captain of our ship was panic struck, and con-
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DOLPHINS AND BONITOS. 11

were poing at a great rate through the water. The -
people on board the Theseus (it was that ship
carrying a light on her bowsprit end, as she stood
back to ascertain the cause of the transports being
so long in putting to sea), had fortunately kept a
better look out than we had done ; and, percelving
our perilous situation, they in a moment altered
their course, and by that means were just able to
avoid coming in contact with us. So near a thing
was it, that their lower rigging and upper ports
actually grazed our yard arms; and though our
ship was upwards of 700 tons burden, had the
Theseus come with her whole force upon us, she
must, in all probability, have sent us to the bottom!
The breathless silence on board our ship, at the
moment of seeming certain contact, cannot be de-
scribed, nor could the feelings of thankfulness of
many of us to Providence be expressed, when we
found that we had so marrowly and unexpectedly
escaped destruction.

As we continued our voyage, we daily found our-
<elves more and more surrounded by numbers of
fish, such as porpoises, bonitos, dolphins, and flying-
fish; several of the latter flew even on board, and
constantly into the chains. Our young officers had
always their guns ready, and many a ball was fired
at the unlucky porpoises, as they rolled along 1n
vast sheals, often within thirty or forty yards of the
ship, but with what effect no one could pretend to
say, though the practice was always declared to be
excellent. | '



12 A MAN OVERBOARD

One of the mates was very expert in striking both
bonitos and dolphins with the spear. In order to
entice these beautiful fish near enough to be within
reach of the spear, pieces of scarlet and white cloth
were fastened to lines attached to the extremity of
the jib-boom, and dragged along upon the surface
of the water; and as the fish rosc at these lures,
the spear was darted at them, and often with effect,
so that plenty of both were thus procured. The
beauty of the dying dolphin has, however, been
far too highly extolled; and:in this respect, not-
withstanding its fine black and bluish tinge above,
and white beneath, I look upon the mackerel-like
bonito, though so0 much inferior in size, as quite its

those caught n the ocean—are dry and IHSIPId

and, althﬂugh we uscd different sauces, we could
not contrive to make either of them even palatable.
- I made many attempts to strike these beautiful
shining fish; but I confess that I was not very success-
ful. AnIrishsoldier, whopretended toknow well how
to spear salmon,—which art, he said, he had often
practised in the sweet Barrow, —in striking at a
ltarge delphin, lost his footing, and, most awkwardly
shpping out of the rather too large loop of the rope
- which enabled us to lean considerably over the side
of the ship, he fell into the sea. ¢ A man over-
board,” in an instant resounded throughcut the
ship. I was walking the quarter deck at the time
with the Captain, who, seizing the wheel, threw the
ship up into the wind. A boat fastened to the
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taffrail was lowered with that rapidity and coolness
always evinced by British seamen in' moments of
- necessify or danger. Poor Pat could not swim,
and must have been drowned before the boat could
possibly have reached him, had not an English
drummer, his comrade, instantly stripped and
plunged into the sea to his aid—he grasped him
just in time, and kept him up with great presence
of mind and dexterity, avoiding the attempts of the
drowning man to lay hold of him.  'The seamen 1in
the boat werc in the mean time pulling with all
their might towards them, now about two hundred
vards astern of the ship. DBut let the reader
imagine what must have been my alarm and anxiety,
when I sa® distinctly through my spy-glass, betwixt
them and the ship, floating on the surface of the
.water, the greater part of the inside of a sheep,
attached to a large shark-hook, and which had
been for some time towed a long way astern in
order to tempt an enormous shark, seen swimming
close to us! With the most intense apprehension
. and watchfulness, we all kept our eyes fixed upon
the two men in the water, every moment expecting
to see at least one of them taken down by the fero-
cious monster ! - The boat however at last reached
them, and they were, to our great delight, brought
in safety on board.

On the 26th of March we crossed the Equinoctial
line, when the thermometer was 83 degrees at noon
in the shade—on deck 86°—in the sun 104°, and
the temperature of the sea, of which-I kept a daily
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register, 814°. DBut-1I should here remark, that,
until we approached the line, the weather had been,
since we entered the tropic, very agreeable, and by
no means oppressively hot. One of the soldiers,
however, from going about without his cap, received
a coup-de-solell. In a moment he became delirious,
and madly attempted to throw himself into the sea—
a number of sharks constantly shewing themselves
at the time close to the ship. The surgeon being
at hand, he was instantly profusely bled, and power-
ful medicine being administered, he in a few days
entirely recovered, and without suffering from fever,
which usually follows a coup-de-soleil.

A few days after this, another soldier was, seem-
ingly, struck in a similar manner by the sun, and
also attempted to throw himself into the sea. The
surgeon was again sent for ; he felt his pulse, then
looked steadily at him for a few minutes, and,
coming up to me on the quarter deck, said de-
cidedly, that there was nothing the matter with
“him, and that he firmly believed his madness was
only pretended.

Being at once convineed that his object must be
to endeavour by this stratagem to obtain his dis-
charge from the regiment, 1 walked quietly up to
him, followed by the same stout drummer, who had
-saved his comrade’s life, to whom I had, in a few
words, given directions how to act, and who was
moreover cautioned to be sure to lay hold of him i#
he really attempted to jump into sea. I then
desired fhose.holding the apparently determined
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sulcide, to let him go, and to make room for him to
spring handsomely out of the ship! ¢ Come, sir,
jump !—make haste!—jump, sir!1” The fellow
seemed astonished, and wasevidently much frightened.
“ Come, drummer, start him with that rope’s end—
jump sir, jump —there is a shark that has just put
his head above water, waiting for you!” The
drummer now laid on with all his might-—the fellow
began to cry like a child, and the surgeon and .
soldiers to shout and laugh, as the drummeér with
right good will, and encouraged by me, continued
his exercise ; so that his cure was thus most
ridiculously but speedily effected, and the farce
ended in the madman getting a sound rope’s ending,
to the great amusement of every one. He no
doubt ought to have been severely punished, but I
considered the rope’s ending answered quite as
well—at all events, we had no more cases of pre-
tended delirium.

I certainly, on this occasion, had taken a hint
from what I had witnessed a good many years
before. ~ A smart looking fellow, named Darby
Star, who had been a country dancing master,
‘somewhere in the south of Ireland, enlisted into
the corps to which I was then Adjptant. He soon
became a clean, regular, and good looking soldier ; .
but, for some reason or other, was by many sus- '
pected of heing rather shy; and this suspicion was
sosn confirmed ; for when the regiment was upon
the point of embarking for service, Darby was
taken alarmingly ill; he had pains al! over him,
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especially, as he said, in his bones and in his heart.
He was quickly reduced to a mere shadow, so that
any one who looked at him, would have thought
him in the last stage of a decline. The surgeon,
however, and his hospital serjeant, who had been
on the watch, in consequence of the number of
deceptions of this kind practised in the army about
that period, stated openly, that they were both
ready to declare before a court-martial, that Darby
was an impostor, or as soldiers say, a malingerer.
This hint was not lost upon our most zealous com-
mander. Darby was tried, sentenced to receive
500 lashes, tied up to the grating at the gang-way
of the ship, and had 50 of the lashes inflicted upon
him, in an amazing short space of time, ¢ Stop,”
sald his stern commander. ¢ Will you, Darby
Star, confess that you are a malingerer ?” Darby
was speechless. ¢ Go on,”—and the drum-major
was told to see that the drummers did their duty.
He received 25 more lashes. ¢ Stop—will you
now confess ?” In a very weak voice, Darby pro-
tested that he was as mmmocent as the child unborn.
“ Take him down :”—but all present were told to

mark their commanding officer’s words; and they

well knew his word was never broken—¢ You,
master Darby Star, shall, every Monday morning,
recetve 50 of the 500 lashes to- which you are
sentenced, until you acknowledge that you are a
malingerer.” '
Next Monday came. Darby was almost carried
up from below, with scarcely an appearance of life

™y
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in him; his back by no means healed from the
effects of the punishment he had received. Without
farther ceremony, he was again fastened to the
grating. ¢ Drummers, do your duty,” sounded.in
Darby’s terrified ears. I confess, 1 really pitied
him ; his appearance deceived me, and 1 knew not
what to think—Colonel D ., however, stood
determined to go through with what he had begun.
During the infliction*of 25 more of the lashes—
which I noted with an unsteady hand — Darby
called out, in an astonishingly loud voice for so sickly
looking a wretch, that he would confess any thing
in the wide world, if he would only be forgiven?
“ Stop !—you coniess yourself, then, to have been
all along a malingerer ?” — « O yes,” groaned
Darby. ¢ Speak out, sir, so that all on board may
hear you distinctly.”—¢ O yes, yes,” roared Darby.
« Take him down.—Now, sir, you must convince
every one present that you are quite recovered ; and
to shew that you really are so, you must, as an old
dancing master, instantly give us a jig.” A drum-
mer and fifer were ordered to be in readiness to
play a tune for him, as soon as he was dressed.
 This was dreadful-—for how could an emaciated
wretch like Darby be capable of dancing
an Irish jig I—< Well, sir, are You ready ?” Darby
begged, entreated, to be excused; but no excuse
would beetaken. ¢ Dance, sir :—Drum-major, tie
him up again, if he will not dance.” Darby began

to dance. . *“ Higher, sir, hlgher' * But Darby
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his jig in first.rate style: and from that day for-
ward, to the surprise of the whole regiment, his
health was perfectly restored! Yet he contrived to
avoid accompanying us into the streets of Buenos
Ayres, in South America; and, under various pre-
tences, often kept out of action in Portugal and .
Spain. But into the fight at Talavera his Captain
was determined that Darby should go. He there-
fore gave strict orders to his subalterns and non-
commissioned officers, that they were to have an eye
upon him, and to see that upon no account he
quitted the ranks, even for a moment. When he
found this to be the case, his alarm when the balls
began to fly about him, was truly ridiculous—but 1n
the heat of the action, about two o’clock in the
afternoon,when the French in heavy columns attacked
our centre; and when the 48th on the one hand,
and the 45th on the other, taught them that break-
ing through an enemy’s line in mass, would not
answer with a British army, Darby, whilst under
strict surveillance, was slightly wounded. He then,
to the surprise of every one, became as brave as a
lion, stood firm in his place, and fired away into the
enemy’s dense columns, not thirty yards distant.
But, alas! - laid poor Darby low for
ever. I have morethan once seen men made brave
by receiving a wound, who had before been labour- |
ing under much, of what may be termed, nervous
apprehension.

Thunder and lightning In England may be con-
sidered as trifling, when compared with those storms
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which are so constantly raging in tropical regions,
especially near the equator. They were at this
period both grand and terrible, yet by no means
came up to what I had experienced in a former
voyage. On that occasion, our commodore, by way
of making a short cut, attempted to cross the line
much too far to the eastward, and in consequence
got into a region of calms, torrents of rain, and the
most awful thunder-storms imaginable, 'The ships,
some of which were dismasted, lay with their heads
in all directions, and it was even often necessary to
lower down boats, to tow them clear of each other;
for there was constantly a long rolling sea ; so that
in this. helpless state they floated about, as influ-
enced by the waves or currents, for nearly three
weeks. At last, however, through the occasional
ald of what sailors call cat’s:paws, the fleet con-
trived to get back to the northward of the equator.
When we arrived there, it was deemed requisite to
run a few degrees farther to the westward, and, at
length, after much severe suffering from intense
heat, &c. having taken the track pointed out as the
proper one by experienced navigators, we were gl:'a:d
to find ourselves to the southward of the line, bend-
ing our ‘course, with a strong*breeze, for the coast
of South America,

Whilst vessels are propelled by the trade winds
through the tropics, sailing is always delightful ;
and this vast space, being enlivened by a most
radiant sun, powerfully influences the mind, and
cheare the stimts of the vovacer, Y had for enma
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nights been watching the north polar star, which
had hitherto indicated the quarter of the world
which I had now: left for many years—perhaps for
ever. I looked upon it as a friend from whom 1
was soon to part; for it was then but a very little
way above the horizon—I believe I saw it, for the
last time, on the 28d of March.
It has been truly remarked, that men in general
are endued with a kind of instinct, which has ever
" a most powerful influence upon their minds and
actions—that is to say the love of country, which
nature maintains in their hearts. If this were not
the case, mankind would migrate towards the parts
of the earth which are most favoured as to climate ;
leaving the rest of it deserted. To prevent this, the
Almighty has wisely established in the heart of
every one, an almost invincible attachment to his
native land ; as powerful in the breast of the inha-
bitant of the Polar regions, or of the Negro whose
home is even the sandy, scorched desert of the
torrid zone, as in that of the native of the most
delighﬁ%l country. No one can tell exactly how
this attachment is formed, or kept>up; but still it 1s
an acknowledged powerful tie. Must we look for
its origin in the smile of a mother, of a sister, or of
one still more dear to the heart than either * Is it
to be traced to the companjon of our youth 7. Or may
it probably be caused by the remalmng mﬂumce of
beloved, respected, and pious parents, who did their
best to produce in us a love for the Saviour who
died for us? It may, perhaps, spring from some-
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thing even trivial; perhaps from scenery which
charmed us in early life; a favourite dog; the
field sports in which he accompanied us; the river
in which we first used the rod and line—no matter
whende it comes, but, however produced, there 18
- found in all men a predominant love of country.
The north polar star, to which the reader is in-
debted for these remarks, was no longer-discernible
after the 12th of April, when we discovered that
. which a few days before we had been on the look out
for—that is to say, a small white cloud, which
always hangs over the south pole, and also a.number
if stars forming what is called the great southern .
cross, -which 1s to this hemisphere what the polar
-~ gtar is to ours. This too plainly told us, that we
were fast leaving behind us those homes which so
few soldiers, ordered to India, ever see again ; yet,

« Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,

Who never to hm:lsglf hath said ; |

This is my own, my native land |” -
011 the 14th of April we crossed the tropie of
: Capncorn s and had dehghtful weather until the
i7th ; but on the night of that day a storm arose,
which lasted till the 22d. During the whole of this
time the sea ran extremely high ; and it blew so
furioutly, that no sail whatevér could be set; and,
what was most fruly provoking, we were driven by
it cowsiderably out of our course. I have long
thought that the seas in the Southern hemisphere,
are much more boisterous than those in the
Northern - and. although I have encountered many
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a gale 1n various parts of the world, I have always
sald, that I had been in only one real storm, and I
was exposed to its violence a little to the southward
of where we now are. The waves then ran, I may
truly say, as high as mountains. Whilst it lasted
we:kept closeé to a line-of-battle ship,—one of our
convoy—and the enormous waves, .which rolled and
foamed around and between us, often concealed
even her tall masts from our sight ; and in an instant
after, she appeared, as it were, to hang on the top of
a wave, in tHe act of falling upon us. But how
sublimely the Psalmist describes such a storm,
when he says— The sea roared : and the stormy
wind lifted up the waves thereof. We were carried
up as it were to heaven, and then down again into
the deep: our, souls melted within us because of
trouble.”

The expectation of soon falling in with the num-
bers of birds, of various Kinds, which are usunally
looked for in these latitudes, induced most of the
officers to get up théir guns and rifles, so as to be
ready for the anticipated sport. It is most desirable
to have always something going forward—no matter
what it is—in order to amuse or occupy theé minds
of both efficers and men during such long voyages
and how necessary also this is in ships conveying
emigrants to foreign lands, those who Iaa,ve had most
experience can best tell. On this occasion, as' I
find from my notes, a bottle was hung up to the
yard-arm, at which many a single ball was fired, but
without effect. 'The Captain of the ship begam to
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call out to them to have mercy upon his main-yard,
as some of the balls seemed to pass rather too close-
to it, notwithstanding the length of the line by
which the bottle was suspended ; and which allowed
it to swing about with every roll or heave of the
vessel. Much -laughter and amusement, on the
part of both sailors and soldiers, was excited by the
number of failures; not a bottle had as yet been
touched. I went below, gnd brought up my gun;
and, as soon as I appeared on deck, 1 heard some of
my old eompanions in arms exclaim—*¢ Now, boys,
you will soon see it smashed;” and old Dennis
Kelly whispered close behind me, but sufficientlyloud
~for me to hear—* Don’t you remember, boys, seeing
his Honour tumble the French officer, the very first
shot, though many of us had been popping at him,
a8 he dared us, standing up bravely on the ramparts

Ciudad Rodrigo?” I, however, remembered
nothing of the kind ; nor, afterwards, to give Dennis
aglass of grog. The Captain offered to bet any
sum that I would not hit the bottle in three at-
tempts. It was, however, at last settled, that
whichever of us shouigl lose, was to give a dinner to
the officers on board, upon our arrival at the Cape
«of Good Hope. I was to have two shots. The
very first knocked the bottle  to pieces, which
caused much-cheering, whilst the Captain stared i in
‘amazement at the feat; for the ship at the time
had a great deal of motion. Another bottle was
rigzed out, and it met with a similar fate. I sent
down mv oun: havine. as Baron Munchausen
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would have said upon such an oceasion, sufficiently
displayed my dexterity and supermrlty ; for which I
can easily account, though no one else could. The
secret was this—along with each ball, I had slipped
In, unperceived by any one, a large pinch of No. 6
shot. Of course, the Captain was not allowed to -
give a dinner at the Cape. |

The vastly increased number of birds, which now
constantly surrounded the ship, led many to hope
that they indicated our approach to land ; but, by
adverse winds and calms, we were tantahzed until -
the night of the 9th of May, when we at last made
it. Unfortunately, the two preceding days had
heen so cloudy, that we had not obtained an obser-
vation of the sun. In consequence, we found our-
selves several miles too far to the northward, and
were, . obliged to stand out to sea. The
wind increased to a strong gale off the land, and
soon became so violent as to tear to rags our fore
and main sails. The gale still continuing, we had
to stand off and on all the 10th, and also until the -
evening of the 11th, when we made Table Land,
and even looked into Table Bay; and vexaious
enough it was to us, to see the houses distmetly,
and even the people walking about, without oum
daring to venture in. The night was, moreover,
coming on, so that we were agam obliged to stand
off the shore. " .

On the 12th, still finding ourselves in the sarite
sttuation, and the wind continuing’ against qur
getting into Simon’s Bay, which was our object, I

!
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. proposed to the Captain to venture 4nto Table Bay,
which we could have easily done ; but, as his insu-
rance would have thereby been rendered null and
void, he refused to do so at that season of the year.
He hoped, however, to be able to keep the ship near
to where it then was, till the wind should favour us.
It moderated on the 13th, but still continued ad-
verse to our reaching Simon’s Bay, which was only
fifty miles distant.

The number of birds which now flew around the
-ghip really surprised us. Amongst a great many
others five albatrosses were shot; the smallest
measured about nine feet from the tip of one wing to
" that of the other. But, having now such excellent
sport, our young gentlemen became the-less anxious
for land ; and the 16th found us still farther off the
Cape, slaughtering these unfortunate birds. The
sailors cooked and ate some of them ; but I would
not allow the soldiers to do so, being apprehensive
that from their oily and fishy nature they might
prove unwholesome food.

. On the 1'7th we were completely becalmed close
to the Cape. The appearance of the coast, as far
as the eye could reach, was very rocky, barren, and
apparently uninhabited ; consequently a fit abode
for the lion and other wild beasts, which we sup-
posed must be numerous there. The Captain having
offered m® a boat, I had her manned with a crew of
soldiers, who were good and able rowers, and, with
two other officers, I attempted to land, in the hope
Fhoina ahla tn choot some of the wild anlma.ls : but
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although - thereswas not a breath of wind, the surf
which ran and foamed upon the rocky beach, forbade
all approach to it.

Whilst looking for a place to land I shot a very
large albatross, which fell almost into the boat.
The report of the gun, echoing among the caverns
in the rocks, and the, in many places, almost over-
hanging precipices, brought out such immense flocks
of birds as quite astonished us. We could have
shot as many of them as we pleased, for they flew
around, and within a few yards of us ; thus indicating.
that they had rarely been disturbed by man.

We had luckily brought fishing lines with us, and
the exceeding clearness of the water inducing us to
look over the side of the boat, we saw that the bot-
tom was literally covered with fish. Finding it im-
possible to land, we therefore set to work, using at
first, as bait, part of the intestines of the albatross
which I had killed, and in a short time we actually
loaded the boat, with a reddish fish, very like rock-
cod, which when coocked we found to be delicious ;—
at ledst we thought so—perhaps from having been
so long deprived of any fish which could be conm-__.
dered as even tolerable.

I had remarked, when rounding the Cape, on a
former voyage, that at times there was to be seen a
kind of false horizon, which greatly attracted my
attention ; and now that we lay becalmed for hours
together, this strange visual deception was very
striking. I find the following remarks in my
journal :—- |

- /
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-1 have been for some time watching a most beau-
tiful and extraordinary instance of visual deception,
which has, I believe, been often seen by voyagers off
the southern extremity of Africa, as well as in other
parts of the world. There are now (10 A. m.) two
distinet horizons—the real and the false—the latter
considerably above the former. All the objects,
such as two coasting vessels, porpoises, and whales,
which are constantly rolling about, and the latter
spouting up water, (ther¢ being many of the sper-
maceti genus now in these latitudes)—in short, every
large object to be seen on the real horizon, espe-
- cially to the northward, is distinctly reflected in the
false ; and as the sun.is now labouring, as it were,

through a hazy atmosphere, the whole has a very
curious and even surprising effect. It appears to
me that it might be worthy of the attention of those
who understand and are interested in such matters,
to endeavour to have this phenomenon closely inves-
tigated ; as it is ascertained beyond all doubt, that
before we captured thg Isle of France, a Frenchman
there, by some means or other, probably connected
with this singular appearance, had, it is well known,
the power of seeing objects in the air, though many -
leagues distant, and still far below the horizon, and
was by that means able to acquaint the govermor
with the exact ‘position of our ships of war, then
cruising on the station, though far out of sight of
land. He could even announce the approach of
ships steering for the island, several days before
- N | o
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their arrival. How he did this he kept a profound
secret, and when I was at the Isle of France I did
not hear that he had divulged 1t to any one, though
I understood that he received a pension from our
Government. I am, however, inclined to fancy, as
many others did, that it was by means of some kind -
of reflector, which he might have discovered by ac-
cident, that he was enabled to see delineated in the
sky objects on the surface of the ocean, though they
were a considerable distance off.

On the morning of the 19th we at last got into
Simon’s Bay, and arrangements were immediately
made for the maintenance of discipline whilst in har-
bour ; but, at the same time, with a view to admit
of as many officers and men as possible to go on shore
in succession. Every thing being thus settled for
general convenience and comfort, I set off, accom-
panied by three of the officers, in a kind of wagon,
drawn by four horses, for Cape 'LTown ; -where we
staid and énjoyed ourselves till recalled to embark.
But, reader, I have no intention of taking up your.
time in speaking of the Cape of Good Mope; that
has alreadjr been done by others, who had much bet-
ter opportunities than I had of seeing the country,
and of forming an opinion of its capabilities of im-
provement as a British Colony. Here, however, as
almost every where else, labour must. be found far
too expensive for emigrants to prosper. ¢

On the 27th of M ay, we returned to Slmon 8 Bay,
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* how ill-timed it would have been had we, in standing
out of the Bay, invoked the winds in the beautiful
strains of Ossian.— -

« Burst the cloud, O, Wind! that the danghter of night
‘may look forth ;
That the shaggy mountain may brighten, and the ocean
roll its white waves in light ;"
for we very soon found the ocean off the southern
extremity of Africa as boisterous as usual, especially
at this season. It continued to blow furiously, and
to rain almost incessantly till we were off the south
end of Madagascar; but though we all suffered
much from cold, rain, and the sea breaking con-
stantly over the ship, yet, thanks to Providence, we
were still without sickness on board. On the 17th
of June we saw the Island of Bourben, and the wea-
ther becoming again delightful, we were enabled to
resume our former ship-board occupations, Having,
however, so recently experienced such stormy wea-
ther, we could not but remember, that we were stll
passing through regions subjech to the most awful
"and devastating hurricanes ; which I was told at the -
Isle of France had been known to”blow even large
vessels out of the water, and force them to some dis-
tance upon the land. I was likewise told by a per-
son, upon whose veracity I could depend, that on
one occasion a house, inhabited by an old pensioner
and his wife, who had the care of a look-out station,
was swept away by the irresistible violencg of the
wind ;—neither house, man, nor woman, was ever
“more seen or heard of !
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It is now, however, high time so bring the account
of our voyage to a conclusion, and I shall therefore
only farther remark, that from Madagascar ships
run almost due north till they cross the Equator,
which we did on the 27th of June. Our course
then lay, I may say, near to the Equinoctial Line,
until we passed the Maldive Islands, on the 4th of
July; yet, though we were sailing on the torrid zone,
we suffered far less from heat than we had expected,
for we had constantly fine breezes, and the thermo-
meter in the shade was generally about 82 degrees
at noon, and about 80 in the morning and evening.
From the Maldive Islands we steered direct for Point
de Gralle, in Ceylon ; as we could not, on account of
the monsoon, which then prevailed, proceed to
Colombo. |

A register of the state of the thermometer was
kept throughout the voyage, and it may be thought
right, and by some perhaps useful, that it should be
laid before the reader. Ir doing so, I have only to
remark, that at noon a quantity of water from a con.
siderable depth_was regularly brought up, and its
temperature ascertained, as by this means it was ex-
pected that our approach to land would be indicated.
The tables in which the results are shewn will be

found in the Appendix, A.

#



CHAPTER I1I.

““ Meanwhile, whate’er of beautiful, or new,
Sublime or dreadfql, in earth, sea, or sky,
By chance, or search, was o_ﬂ'er'd to his view,
He scann’d with curious and romantic eye,”’—BrATTIE.

ARRIVAL AT POINT DE GALLE—CEYLON THIEVES—GOVERN-
MENT RBGULATYONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF TRAVELLERS
~~HIRE OF LABOURERS OR COOLIES AND CARTS, &C.~—THE
COUNTRY FROM GALLE TO COLOMBO DESCRIBED.

Witn what intense anxiety all on board were
now on the look-out for land! Now and then,
those who were most impatient requested a seaman
to go aloft, in the hope that he might be able to
discover it; but still -he descended unsuccessful.
Those only who have made such a long voyage as
we had done, especially in a troop or emigrant
ship, can fully enter into our ‘feelings on an
occasion like this. In approaching Ceylon, it is
often first seen a great way off; and we had heard
and read much of the cooling fragrant -breezes,
which, having passed over its cinnamon and other
SpiCy groyes, are said to ‘perfume the air far into
the offing ; but, in this instance, at least, we were
doomed to be altogether disappointed—nothing of
the kind was perceptible. The sun set, as usual,
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in .amazing brilliancy, at which time, or in the
morning, objects present themselves most distinctly ;
nothing, however, but sea and sky met the eye,
and the shades of night once more enveloped us,
and for that day put an end to our hopes of seeing
- land. ‘The stately ship, however, under a press of
sall, continued to cut her way, in spite of a strong
current, through the ocean; causing, as she
dashed along, millions of sparkling phosphoric
flashes all around her, whilst she left a long and
shining train behind her, seemingly composed of
myriads of fiery partlcles

With the morning’s dawn we were all on deck, and
in a few minutes land was seen a-head of the ship,
and qulte closc to us ; yet none of us could pretend
to say, that the fragrant breezes, said to he wafted
from the shore, were cven then perceptible. But
how truly striking were the lofty mountains, and
how pictureSque the forms of the range of hills,
and how finely undulating the surface of the nearer
and more level country, which lay before us, and
stretched along to the left as far as theeye could
reach, beautifully wooded even to the water’s edge !
Nothing can be more enchantingly lovely and ver-
dant than Ceylon, as it first presents itself to the
surprised and worn-out voyager, as he runs in,
especially at sun-rise, towards such a bay as that of
Galle. We let go our anchor within a short dis-
tance of the apparently strong fortifications. |

I intend to speak Lereafter more particularly of
Galle ; but,” at present, I shall only'say, that on
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landing we found the greater . part of the 16th
Regiment assembled there, waiting our arrival to
relieve them; when, after many years service in
the island, they were to return to England. Since
that period, great and important changes have
taken place in Ceylon ; many of which, as well as
to what.they have led, will be noticed in the course
of this work. 'The voluminous memoranda, how-
ever, from which it is in a great measure compiled,
were never intended to be submitted to public
criticism; on the contrary, they had been kept
solely for the author’s private use or amusement,
‘when the days should approach when he may
probably feel «that he has no pleasure in them.”
Various reasons and motives now induce him to
make use of them ; and if, whilst endeavourmng to
amuse, he is in any respect able to benefit others,
to dedicate his pen to the service of religion, or to
- attract the attention of those who are in power, or
‘are interested in the welfare of a charming part of
the East, he will have attained an object which he
has long had at heart. By the attainment of that
object he is convinced that there would be thrown
open a vast field for agrlculture, commerce, and
civilization, and also for the diffusion of know-
ledge throughout that interesting part of the world,
which is now becoming of vast importance to Great
Britain ; as, independent of its great value as a
colony, it holds out more advantages to a certain

description of -emigrants from the United King-
L T LT T, T D . T
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there they can employ capltal beneﬁclally ; there
they can obtain land on as reasonable terms as in
most of our new settlements; and there, which
is the essential point, they are able to command
labour at a cheap rate. It is an additional and
a great advantage, which cannot be too extensively
made known, that the price of food also is equally
moderate with that of labour.,

The kindness and attention which, as strangers,
we experieniced from the officers of the 19th Regi-
ment, far exceeded what, under any circumstances,
we had ever met with before. .There seemed to be
a kind of rivalship among them as to whose guests
'we were to be: indeed, we found before long, that
they only most heartily conformed to what was then
so liberally exercised throughout the whole 1sland—
that is to say, the rites of hospitality. As a matter
of course, I fell to the lot of the senior officer, who
had only been some forty or fifty years in the ser-
vice, and who was good enough to assign for my
use, apa.rtments in the Government house, in which,
as Commandant of the place, he then resided. The
soldiers, when landed, were put info barracks ; but
the officers had to be received into the bungalows
of those of the 19th Regiment, there being no
barracks for them, nor-inns of any kind to accom-
modate them. Our arrival was reported to Head
Quarters, and in a few days orders wepe received
for us to.march, gn the 23rd of July, 1820, to
Colombo, where, as the ships arrived, the Reglment

was to be assembled
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It is six days march to Colombo, and we are told
that we shall be greatly delighted with the country
through which we are to pass; it being represented
as not only beautiful, but also remarkably healthy.

- We find that, in order to avoid the heat of the
day, we must start about two o’clock in the morn-
ing, which is the usual hour for the marching of
troops in this part of the world ; and as there will,
on the 23rd, be no moon light, we are to be attended
by a number of natives carrying torches. 1 also find
that, excepting his arms and accoutrements, every
thing else is here carried for the soldier. |

Unttl the day of our departure from Galle
arrived, we spent our'time most agreeably with our
hospitable friends, from whom we obtained much
useful and valuable information about Ceylon,
which enabled us to form a pretty correct idea of
the ways or doings, not only of the European, but
also of the native inhabitants. I therefore flattered
myself, that here, as 1 had previously done else-
where, I had acquired some little worldly experi-
‘ence; but I was now to be taught a new lesson, and
also that I was to pay well for it. = |

The third night after our arrival at Gallﬂ, 1
retired to bed about eleven in the evening, and,
having been rather fatigued, I soon fell fast asleep.
While I was in ‘this state, a thief or thieves con-
trived to get into my room. through a window, which
for coolness had been left open, and they carried off,
I may say, almest every thing I had brought out with
me, except mv recimentals : those, I imacine. thev
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considered as of no use to them, and even dangerous
to meddle with, as they would probably have led to
their detection. The various articles which they
stole, were in trunks or portmanteaus; and they
even got hold of my writing case, which was 1n
one of the latter—ecarefully locked—out of which,
they very quietly, and without in the least disturb-
ing me, took two hundred rix-dollars-——consider-
ately returning me the case, and some valuable
papers which were in it. Had they robbed me the
night before, they would have got a considerable
sum of money ; but I had fortunately paid it-away.
I was thus at once convinced, experimentally, of the
truth of what I had before heard, that the natives
of Ceylon, as well as those of India in general, are
as expert thieves as any in the world ; and I now
record what befel me, as a warning to others, to be
more, if possible, on their guard. It was supposed
that a native servant, whom I had just hired at the
recommendation of the Commandant, in whose ser-
vice he had been for a short time, must have been
concerned in the robberv ; or, at least, could easily
have prevented it. I was therefore recommended.
to turn him off, which I accordingly did; but I
never was able to recover a single article, and bad,

at an enormous expense, to replace, as well as I
could in Ceylon, what I had lost.

Prepared to look for much which would be new
and interesting, and altogether different from what
we had been accustomed to in other parts of the
world, we commenced our march for Colombo on
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the 23rd of July, and reached Hiccode the first day.
The distance was twelve miles ; of which the first
four or five were by torch or chule light, At that
period—and I believe the same regulation still
exists—the collector, or some of his subordinates,
were bound to furmish Dboth torch-bearers and
torches, without which no one can travel here at
night ; and, in many parts of the island, not only
torches, but also drums, or tom-toms, are indispen-
sably necessary to keep off ‘wild beasts, which in
several places are very numerous and dangerous.
We were, however, informed, that there are none
between Gralle and Colombe.

. Before dawn of day, we crossed a considerable
river in boats, which to us were of a new and
strange construction. The road was good, though
rather sandy, and 1t ran the whole way close to the
~sea. It was delightfully shaded by tall palm or
cocoa-nut trees, amidst which were occasionally to
be seen the ncat and clean looking houses of the
natives. The strong breeze from the ocean, made
travelling .as little fatiguing to us as it would have
been in England.

- A stranger 1n Ceylon, after a long voyage, during .
which the imagination, connecting the island with
its proximity to the equator, may have pictured to
itself only barren hills, parched or stunted trees,
and a scoxched soil, is ﬁgreeably surprised at
beholding a most verdant island, whose coasts are
skirted by intermingled Palmyra and cocoa-nut

tvnnea cwters d e sravvea oF $tha cna A N "R P
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country is highly favoured with continual ses-
breezes, which render even 1ts hottest districts much
more temperate and agreeable in climate, than any
part of the continent of India, excepting, perhaps,
its lofty mountainous régions. I find, that the
coolest season is during the prevalence of the south-
- west'monsoon, which sets in about the end of April,
and lasts till the end of October, when the sun is to
the northward of the equator. The change of this
monsoon, as I am informed, commences with
abundant and refreshing rains, which continue, at
intervals, for sbout tem weeks. The north-east
monsoont 1s of shorter duration. It begins in
November, and lasts till March; during which
period «the sun is to the southward of the Line. It
18 also attended by heavy rains, especially in the
northern parts of the island. Both monsoons are
usually ushered in by most tremendous thunder;
but thunder storms are common threughout Ceylon
at any time of the year, especially amongst and near
to the mountains; yet it is surprising how few
accldents oceur from them,

At Hiccode we were handsomely entertained by
Mr. Farrell, to whom I had been previously intro-
duced at Galle; and the friendship then formed
between us, I am proud to say, lasted as long as I
remained in Ceylon. Soon after, Mr. Farrell, who
is without comparison the first sportsman in the
island, was removed to that princely station for
field sports— Hambentotte.

Next day we marched to Amhlangodde—-mght
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miles. 'The road lay the whole way close to the
sea shore, and was, as the day before, so much |
shaded or overhung by tall palm and other trees, as
to prevent our seeing the country to our right; in
which direction it seemed to be densely wooded and
thinly inhabited. Though somewhat tired of the
uniformity of the objects which presented them-
selves, we were yet, on the whole, rather pleased
than disappointed. At every halting place, there
are government rest-houses, where, under good
regulations, established by Sir Robert Brownrigg—
and which, I believe, are still in force---fish, fowls,
eggs, milk, &ec. can be procured. DBut these
regulations throw so much light upon the mode of
travelling in Ceylon, that I must give them for -the
reader’s amusement and information.* |

These regulations are of the utmost importance
to an emigrant arriving in Ceylon; for, though
some trifling alterations have taken place since they
were promulgated, yet they will enable him to make,
with what I intend to give hereafter, a tolerably
correct estimate of his expenses. I am anxious
that every reader should have it in his power to
compare them with such charges as must be paid
in any of our other new colonies, because when he
has made the comparison, the superiority of Ceylon
as a country to emigrants, must be obvious.

At Amblangodde there is nothing remarkable to
be seen, unless it be a Boodhoo temple; in which,
besides the large images of the gods, there are some
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strange paintings by native artists. A missionary
stationed here was good enough to call upon me;
and, judging from what he told me, I concluded,
that he had not been by any means successful in
converting the natives to Christianity. He attri-
buted his failure more to the people in general
being careless about religion of any kind, than to
any other caunse. He pointed out to me a small
temple or Dewalé, dedicated to the Devil, who is
much feared there, and indeed, as 1 found after-
wards, throughout Ceylon. He also shewed me a
rock, near the temple, upon which dances take
place, almost daily, in honour of his Satanic Majesty,
whese direful intentions they endeavour to ward off,
by even dcdicating their children to his service,
from their birth. I believe the Dutch, who are
not very scrupulous in their modes of proceeding
. with the natives of their colonies, put an end to
these devil-dances during the period they possessed
the sea coast ; but they have since been revived.

On the 25th, we proceeded to Bentotte, fifteen.
miles. During this day’s journey, the appearance
of the country ehanged considerably, and the scenery
also was improved. 'L'he lake of Bentotte was
frequently to ' & seen to our right, through openings
in the woods, ‘snd the sea was almost constantly in
view to our le.i. The trees, though the cocoa-nut
still prevailed, were in greater variety, and, some of
them were of a large size. The spaces, also,
between them, were here and there. occupied by
shrubs and flowers, most of them quite new to us,
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' The country—and what a country for colonization !
seemed to be very thinly inhabited. The houses of
the natives were only occasionally visible, yet they'
invariably had a very neat and cleanly appearance
about them, as they were partially seen, encom-
passed with palm-trees.

~ The village of Bentotte is delightfully situated
clese to the sea, and upon the shore of a very fine
lake. Enticed by the splendid appearance of its
_surrounding scenery, and there being a cooling,
refreshing breeze from the ocean, immediately after-
a most plentiful and comfortable breakfast, which
our servants knew well how to prepare and set
forth, I engaged a boat for a row upon the lake.
Accompanied by one of the officers, a head man,
and the rest-house keeper, I set off to visit a
temple, about four or five miles distant. 'The shores
of the lake are very thickly wooded ; but, as usual,
the density of the foliage rendered them far too
uniform, and consequently uninteresting in appear-
ance. But, if they were partially cleared and cul-
tivated, what enchantingly beautiful settlements
could here be formed by Europeans. The temple,
to which I was informed, a good deal of the land in
its neighbourhood belongs,* stands about  two
hundred yards from the lake; and, though larger
than most of those to be met with in this part of the
1sland, hag nothing remarkable in its appearance. 1
found about half adozen priests in attendance, who, 1
understood, are daily engaged 1n 1ts regularly estab-

~* The effects of Veharés, &c., holding so much land as the_y_._ ;
do 1n Ceylon, will be shewn hereafter.
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lished services. One of them, with whose appear-
ance I was greatly struck, was a very aged and
venerable looking man. Through the medium of -
the rest-housekeeper, who interpreted, I asked him
a number of questions; but the answers I received
afforded me little information or satisfaction. But .
to a work recently published by Major Forbes, (of
the 78th regiment,) entitled ¢ Eleven Years 'in
Ceylon,” I must refer the reader for smuch informa-
tion as he may require, respecting the Boodhoo
religion, as well as for what is known of the ancient
history of this wonderful island, its antiquities, &e. ;
and also for an account of its princely ﬁIﬂphant
shootmg, all which subjects he has handled in a
very able, amusing, and truly interesting manner.
On our return to Bentotte, we frequently crossed
from one side of the lake to the other, and wherever
we touched at, a very thick and in some places a
kind of swampy jungle presented itself, extending
quite down to the water’s edge. ‘The great want
of variety in the scemery was, hewever, much.
relieved and enlivened by at least thirty canoes,
which were dexterously paddled along by the natives,
who were (about 4 p.M.) proceeding to fish in
various parts of the tranquil lake. From one of |
these canoes the head-man took some of the largest
and finest fish, which he presented to me. The
extraordinary, and as I am told, perpetual verdure
of the trees is most striking, especially to a stranger.
What a pity it'is that such a fine and apparently
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wild and uncultivated state! If encouragement
were given by a wise government, it may indeed be
said that the desert could be made * to blossom
like the rose;” for here, it may be supposed, that
sugar and other plantations would prosper in the
hands of Europeans, though the attempts made at
Caltura to bring the cane to perfection may, from
- what cause I know not, have failed.

Besides the quantities of fine fish to be had, both
in the lake and the sea, the coast here is famous for
its oysters ; which sometimes contain pearls. When
they were first shewn to me, I could not imagine
what they were; for they only looked like fragments
of rock, or rather dirty lumps of coral; and it
required hammers to hreak them to pieces, before
the oysters could be got at; but then we found them
not only good of their kind, but also well flavoured.
These oysters, and shrimps and prawns, are found in
quantities all along this shore, and make, perhaps,
the very best curries to be met with in any part of
India. | |

On the 26th we proceeded to Caltura, 12 miles.
The appearance of the country was much the same
as during the former day’s march. The village of
Caltura is finely and picturesquely situated on the
shore of a lake, which the Kaluganga or Black
river, has formed at its mouth. It at once struck .
us all, that this was certainly the most agreeable
place to reside in, which we had as yet seen in the
island. « The sea‘comes close up to the houses, so
that there is always a cool and refreshing breeze
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from it, rendering the air pure and exhilarating.
There is a small fort at the end of the village,
which commands the point where by means of
targe ferry boats, the lake is crossed, to the road on
the opposite side, leading to Colombo. Mr. A—,
the collector of the district, then resided in an i
excellent house belonging to Government, which
had every conventency attached to it, and was .
capable of accommodating, comfortably, not only
his. own family, but a host of visitors. He and
Mrs. A—— did every thing in their power to make
their delightful abode pleasant to us: indeed hos.
pitality seems to be most liberally dispensed in this
part of the world. But Caltura of old, and before
we possessed the Kandyan kingdom, was a favourite
resort of the Colombo sportsmen, and was therefore
always looked upon as a very expensive station for
both civil and military. B |

In order to annoy as little as possible our kind
entertainers, I préferred sending my host of servants
and coolies to a vacant house in the IFort, where I
mtended myself to sleep, as it was agreeably situated,
and the views from its windows were more extensive
and beautiful than from any point which I had as
yet visited : even Adam’s Peak, I was told, during
the north-east monsoon is almost constantly to be
.seen from it. On leaving this house, about three
o clock next morning, Isome way or other gontrived
to tumble over the rampart into the interior of the
Fort; and the wonder is that I was npt. more
seriously injured than I was ; for the height is con-
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siderable. At first I felt greatly stunned by the
fall, but having, with much difficulty, crawled
along for some distance, I met a soldier, and sent
him to Captain C——, the officer next in command,
to request that he would march off the troops, as it
would be at least an hour before I was sufficiently
recovered from the effects of the fall to be able to
follow in my palanquin. It is not a little remark-
able, that both Captain C and the soldier I bad
sent to him, fell over the ramparts at the very same
spot, and were also much hurt ; indeed, the latier
nearly broke his neck. The nights in Ceylon are
exceedingly dark ; so much so, that it is out of the
question to think of travelling before the dawn of
day without torches, unless there should happen to
be moonlight. The troops crossing the lake iIn
boats to reach the Colombo road, amidst such a
blaze of light as the number of torches produced,
had a very strange and quite a stage efiect.

It is necessary here to remark, that the Kaluganga,
which has its sources in the lofty region around
Adam’s Peak, and in the adjacent mountainous
district of Saffragam, is a very fine and important
river, navigable for large boats to Ratnapora, which
is about thirty miles inland. I am told, however,
that it is subject, after the heavy periodical rains,
to be flooded in a most surprising manner ; having '
-~ been knowp, in some places, to rise full twenty feet
in a few hours ; on which occasions it carries all
before it into the sea. Up this fine river, and iIn
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situations which settlers might vccupy both plea-
santtly and profitably ; and though the cultivation of
the sugar cane may have failed in this neighbour-
hood,—perhaps from want of proper management—
there is no reason to apprehend that an agriculturist
would be unsuccessful in causing an excellent*soil
to produce fine crops of grain, coffee, tobacco, &c.

On the 27th we marched to Pantura, 10 miles.
The scenery is fully as fine, and the features of . the
country are much the same, as that we had been
passing through for the last twodays. There, how-
ever, one of the officers had an impressive hint
given him that he was no longer in England, but
in a country where snakes and reptiles of various
kinds may be found. A large black scorpion con-
trived in the course of the night to get into his bed,
and to sting him severely in the pit of the stomach;
so severely that he gave tongue lustily, calling out
for the surgeon to come immediately to his assist-
ance, a8 he was sur¢é he was a dead man, being, as
he imagined, bitten by a poisonous snake. On a
hight being procured, the scorpion was found; but
1t was not until various soothing remedies had been
applied, that the violently acute pain which he
suffered could, in some degree, be assuaged.

We again marched on the-28th, and, after passing
through a very fine and apparently thickly inhabited
country, we arrived at Colombo, the capital of the
1sland, and seat of government; having already,
though in a cursory way, seen what is considered to
~be the most delightful part of the maritime pro-
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During this last day’s march—15 miles—we saw
growing near thé road, and throwing out and down
to the ground its immense branches, (which on
reaching it take root, and thus form, as it were,
numerous arches,) one of the finest Bogah trees in
_ Ceylon, or probably in any other part of the world ;
. for I do not exaggerate, when I say, that ten thou-
sand men, if formed in contiguous close columns,
could be placed under its shade. These magnificent
trees are highly venerated by the worshippers of
Boodhoo, as, according to tradition, he usually
when on earth sat under one of them.

Short as my experience has been, 1 must, how-
ever, here observe, that I greatly like the climate ;.
but the part of the country—beautiful as it un-
doubtedly is—which I have just had an opportunity
" of visiting, has not altogether come up to. the
expectations I had been led to form of it, from the
works of Cordiner, Percival, and other writers ; I
must nevertheless say, that I was both pleased and
delighted with it ; and am fully convinced of 1its vast
capabilities of improvement by cultivation, which
would take away that too great and therefore fire-
some uniformity which every where prevails. |



CHAPTER IIL

““ A8 the =ea,
Far through his azure turbulent domain,
Your empire owns, and from a thousand shores
Wafts all the pemp of life into your ports ;
So with superior boon may your rich soil,
Exuberant, Nature's best blessings pour
O'er every land, the naked nations clothe,
And be th’ exhaustless granary of the world !”

THOMSON.

&

FARTHER INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS —— COLOMBO AND
ITS DOINGS IN 1820 — KANDYAN PRISONERS — TOUGH
STORIES — MR. FARRELL’S TUNTING ESTABLISIIMENT, AND
FIELD SPORTS IN THE HAMBENTOTTE DISTRICT — EX-
CURSION TO FORT KING — A WATER EXCURSION —- STATE
OF SOCIETY AT COLOMBO — SIR ROBERT BRROWNRIGG' S
DEPARTURE ~=~ OBSERVATIONS — SIR EDWARD BARNES AS-
SUMES THE GOVERNMENT OF CEYLON —- REMARKS,

‘Waiwst I continue to be, in a great measure,
gulded by the memoranda, made, I may say upon
the spot, as well as by other documents, lately pro-
cured, 1 have no intention of treading in the steps
of others, or to touch upon subjects—if 1 can avoid
doing so—which they may have alréady exhausted
but, though I Shall endeavour to render. this work
amusing, and, if I can, interesting to the general °
reader, | beg to acquaint him, that. my views are
at the same time directed to more important matters,
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connected with. the welfare of this fine island. My
_Ehief object is, to have it better kntown, not only as
the most desirable part of the world to which per-
sons possessing some capital, and wishing to form
new settlements, can emigrate with advantage. to
_themselves and families ; but also to shew what it is
capable of being made in an agricultural, commercial,
and political point of view. If I can accomplish
this, I have no doubt but I must ultimately benefit
the people of Ceylon, whilst, at the same time, I
may prevent many emigrants frem exposing them-
selves to great hardships and difficulties, which they
might, when too late, have found to be insurmount-
able in our other new colonies, in. which they might
have been induced to settle, misled by the flattering
descriptions given of them, by interested speculators
in land.

~ Already much has been done by many, but par-
ticularly by Sir Robert and Lady Brownrigg, to
make Colombo pleasant to us~ IHaving brought out
letters of introduction to the former, 1 have every
reason to feel truly obliged to both, for the attention
they bave paid me. Of course, I have been to see
everything deserving the notice of a stranger—the
too much cried up cinnamon gardens, the lake an}
its beautiful scenery, the pleasant rides and drives
‘onthe Galle face—in short, all that is’ considered
attractive ip the neighbourhood. But what delights
‘me most is-to find, not only from my own observa-
tion, but also from what I am told by others, that
Colombo, and the whole of the sea coast, for many'-‘

VOL. L. E
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miles on both sides of it, are blest with a most agree-
able and healthy climate. I also find—but this I
had been taught to expect—that society is good: in-
deed, very superior to what- people at home have
;':my idea of. The civil servants of Government and
their families, residing in and near Colombo, are
not only genteel, but also, in general, well informed ;
and when to them are added a great number of the
military, few parts of the world can surpass this far
distant city, and its neighbourhood, in agreeabls,
hospitable and frigndly intercourse.

Some time having now elapsed since I arrived at
Colombo, I am beginning to see and understand the
listless sort of life led by Europeans in general, both
civil and military; and such is the nature of the
climate of Ceylon, and the habits it. is too often
allowed to engender, that from mentioning how one
day is spent, a tolerably correct idea may be formed,
how months and years steal away, or are lost.

‘We get out of bed at gun-fire, or soon after five
o’clock ; and should there be a parade we, military,
oo to it: if not the morning is devoted to some kind
of gentle exercise, such as riding a few miles, until
about eight o’clock, when the heat begins to be
*somewhat oppressive. The roads in the neighbour-
hood of Colombo are so numerous, that we have
great choice in our equestrlan excursiéns; and I
may truly say, that in-all directions they are so
beautiful, that it seems a wonder most’ people do
not seem inclined to extend them farther; yet,

though certainly beautiful, I must own- they are
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much too uniform to suit my taste;, they having
often only tall cocoa-nut trees on both sides, with
vistas or openings extending here and there from
them, which enable us to see, occasionally, the neat
and generally handsome bungalows of European
residents, or the plain leaf-thatched cottages of the
natives, which are invariably placed in groves of
cocoa-nut trees. We now and then, however, come
upon larger spaces free from trees of any kind, where
commanding views of the sea, and the lake, which
adds so much to the admired scenery around
Colombo, are extensively spread out before us.

If we take a morning’s walk, which is seldom, it
is usually in the botanical gardens, which have
been lately much 1mproved hy Mr. Moon, the super- |
intendant, under the auspices of Lady Brownngg,
and now contain many rare and beautiful trees,
shrubs, and flowers ; collected throughﬂut the in-
terior, where several new and splendid specimens
- have been found. The different walks being also
 tastefully laid out and neatly kept, these gardens
bid fair to surpass those at the Cape of Good
Hope ; and their situation, being all but an island
in the lake, renders them in this respect
superlor |

~After the morning’s exercise, we bathe, dress,
and sit down about nine to a substantial breakfast
somethmg in the Scotch style, in pomt of variety of
eatables. Irom breakfast until about two, the
hour of tiffin, 1s usually given up by a few to read-

ing, writing, some interesting study, or indopr ocei~
E 2
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pation ; and by too many to downright indolence.
‘From ecleven till two is the period of the day
allotted for paying visits, when we use our palan-
quins, or bandies, as gigs are called; for it is then
considered too hot for riding or walking. A new
arrival here, as at the Presidencies on the continent
of India, has to call in state, upon all the respect-
able residents, a ceremony which cannot be omitted
by any one wishing to get into society.. Some
make a complete dinner at the hour of tiffin; and
others, I consider them the most prudent in every
sense of the word, are satisfied with fruits of various
kinds, which are in great abundance, and bought
for a mere trifle. Irom ftiffin till about four
o’clock, is usually spent in chat or gossip; our
horses are then brought to the door, as all the
world soon after turns out for rides or drives,
usually upon the Galle face, until sun-set. We all,
however, get home about half-past six, then dress
and sit down to dinner at seven. Most people,
from eating too much at tiffin, or rather as much
as they are able, only go through the form of
dining ; and may, perhaps, condescend. to taste
some Yorkshire ham, coast mutton—=that is, mutton
from the continent—hot curry and English cheese.
About nine o’clock, unless we have company, we
usually rise from table, and by ten most people are
in bed. Thus, from the way in which they begin,
Europeans in general acquire habits of indolence,
which they probably never get rid of as long as they
live. A military man 1s occasionally roused from
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what may be properly called a state of apathy, by
war, or preparations for war; but a civilian is
allowed to enjoy permanent, undisturbed, nabob-
like repose. | |

Notwithstanding the facilities for vaccination,
. which have for years past been afforded by govern-
ment, their prcjudices have hitherto prevented the
natives from submitting to it; and in consequence,
small-pox is makmg at this moment the most fear-
ful ravages amongst them; so much so, that many
of the unfortunate Moors and Kandyans are flying
in the utmost consternation, and are thereby
spreading the discase in all directions. About forty
or ﬁfty die daily in the Petah, or native town,
outside the walls of Colombo; and such is the
universal panic, that we can get little or nothing
done by the tradespeople. Great as were the
sufferings of the Kandyans during the rebellion,
which has just been suppressed, (and from all I
hear many of*them were barbarously treated, and
even put to death by our soldiers, when out of
sight of their officers; for they had been greatly
exasperated by the severe sufferings they had'
undergone, and the protracted resistance they had-
met with,) yet the small-pox is far more dreaded
and felt by them than even the military punish-
ment inflicted upon them.

We have-now in prison here, and I visit him
cvery time I am field officer of the day, the
Adikar, who directed the massacre of Major
Davie’s people, in 1803. I have not heard what
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our authorities here intend doing with him; but
I conclude that he will never again be allowed to
return to the interior. Likewise Ehelapola, Maha
Nilamé, whose family were so brutally butchered
by the last King of Kandy, as shewn in the annexed .
curious historical picture, by a native artist. Am. .
bitious views tempted him to aspire to the Crown ;
and, as has been too often the case in other parts
of the world as well as in this, led to his downfal
and his imprisonment. He died some years after-
wards in banishment in the Isle of France. |

Like all men born and brought up in moun-
tainous regions, the Kandyans are exceedingly
attached to their wilds; but though they have the
desire, they want the courage and confidence in
themselves, and in each other, which are requisite
to enable them to stand before our troops, or to
defend their country. All the Kandyans I have
as yet seen, though in general slender when com-
pared with Europeans, are good-looMng men, and
very superlor to the natives on the coast. For a
certain period annually, the Kandyan mountains
cannot be seen from Colombo, being hidden by
dense clouds constantly hanging over them. This
has been the case since our arrival here. The
south-west monsoon has, however (8rd November)
subsided ; and the north-east having sprung up,
but being still unsettled, much rain falls daily ; at
intervals, however, of fihe weather, Adam’s Peak

and other lofty mountains around it, are to be seen
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them being considered upwards of 8000 feet above
the level of the sea—giving them the appearance
of being quite close to us. Yesterday, while going
my rounds, I found a few of the unfortunate
Kandyan prisoners, with deep anxiety marked in
their countenances, gazing intently upon their native
mountains, naturally so dear to them. But I trust
that most of them will soon be allowed to return to
their homes and families; for I suspect that they
have now suffered more than enough to put rebel-
lion out of their heads for the rest of their lives.
Few of the wonders of this wonderful land have
as yet come under my notice, but I was the other day
shewn a frog—reader be not incredulous or
alarmed—which had been choked, as I was in-
formed, when trying to swallow a duck! But
duck and frog were found lying together on the
bank of the river, near my friend Mr. M—’s
house, about two miles and a half from Colombo.
This was certainly reversing the usual order of
such matters ; but the great size of this species of
frog, in some measure justifies me in believing and
telling the story, though I readily admit that it is a
tough one.. But what I am going to relate, may,
I suspect, appear to many to be equally so. A few
evenings ago, soon after sun-set, in returning with
Captain G— from the, cinnamon gardens, we
were surrounded by some thousands of bats, at
least twice the size of those we have in England,
which flew around us, and against us, and seemed
s0 determined to attack us, that we had nothing for it
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but to lay about us with our walking sticks to
keep them off, and in doing se we knocked down
several of them. I now, however, whilst dealing
- 1n the marvellous, which I must do occasionally, will
add, that we had left an officer, Mr. Forbes, at
Galle, to take charge of a number of men who had .
volunteered from the 19th into the regiment;
which afforded him an opportunity of visiting that
prince of Nimrods, Mr. Farrell, in the Hamben
totte district, seventy miles to the eastward of
Galle, and of enjoying in perfection the perilous
and exciting field sports of that part of Ceylon.
The stories he tells—and they may be fully
credited — are really wonderful! Therefore, ye
home-bred sportsmen, listen, whilst I lmperfectl}r,.
relate what then and there occurred,

He went up, as taught by Mr. Farrell, to mthm
twelve yards of elephants, and shot several/ of
them ; also three alligators, or crocodiles, about
20 feet long each; some hundred of pea and jungle
fowl,and ducks and other aquatic birds innamerable,
besides many deer, elks, buffaloes, wild boars, or
hogs, &e. &c.  Mr. Farrell’s hunting establishment
1, indeed, princely; consisting of several fine
horses, upwards of eighty greyhounds, besides other
dogs of various breeds. Hambentotte, where he
reigns and dispenses the most warm-hearted and
liberal hospitality, is surrounded by extensive
plains, here and there interspersed with large
patches of jungle, full of deer, elks, and other
animals, which, in the evenings and mornings,
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~come out in amazing herds, info the open country
to teed. Mr. Forbes thought nothing of seeing
half-a-dozen stags, with magnificent antlers, at one
moment pulled down to the earth by the powerful
greyhounds. Well mounted, and armed with guns
.and spears, they hunted the wild hogs. Herds of
these ferocious animals would form a compact body
in the midst of the plains, and bid defiance to both
hunters and dogs, till their square, to use a mili-
- fary term, was broken from numbers of them being
shot. They were then pursued and speared in all
directions.

Such manly sparts and asnusements are, however,
attended, as it may be supposed, with considérable
danger ; for the boars are very fierce and daring
animals. An unlucky Singalese, in charge of some
of the dogs, was killed close to Mr. Forbes; and
they lost several of the finest and most determined
greyhounds : some of them being pulled down by
alligators, when théy pursued the deer into the
rivers or ponds. Frequently, both deer and dogs
disappeared together under water ; but the buffaloes,
~ of which there were great numbers, and of which
they shot seven, -are by far the most -dangerous
animals to attack in this island. They likewise—
so far did they get into the jungle—fell in with
Vedahs, or, as they are called, wild men ; who were
however, very friendly and obliging, offering them
honey and dried deer-flesh, &c., which they had
killed with poisoned arrows. In short, there is no end
to the wonderful stories he tells of Mr. Farrell’s field



538 - THE DOG BRAN.

sports: indeed it will be surprising if even what
has been said of them, does not inspire ardour Into
the heart of many a British sportsman, and induce
them, at least to talk dof taking a steam trip to
Ceylon, for a season’s hunting ard shooting ; and 1
hope yvet to be able to make fishing almost equally.
attractive. . |
Almost all the dogs we brought out with us from
Ireland (for we expected to have good sport in
Ceylon), are already, as is too commonly the case,
dead; only one of mine is left, -a most powerful
animal, named Bran, a present from my friend Mr.
Lawe of Cork. He partakes, ds I understand, of
the blood of the bull and wolf dog, and also of the
largest breed of foxhound ; and though now scarcely
a year and a half old, he already evinces great
strength, courage, speed, and sagacity. As it has
~ been intimated to me, that I am to succeed Lieut -
Colonel Hook of the 19th regiment, in the command
and civil agency of the Seven Korles, one of the

 most renowned parts of the island for elephant

shooting, &c., 1 intend Bran to be my constant
companion there in all my wanderings. As some
unaccountable delay, seemed, however, to have
{aken place in my appointment to that district, and
wishing to see some of the island before I proceeded
to a station where I was likely to .be busily occu-
pied, I made the necessary arrangemests for tra-
velling comfortably and expeditiously to Fort King ;
having been invited by the officer commanding
there to spend a few days with him.
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1 left Colombo in my palanquin, which contained
all T could want in the way of clothes, &c. for
seyeral days, being advised to travel as unincum-
bered with superfluous luggage as possible. I took
only one native servant with me, who occasionally
. carried my gun ; as I was informed that, after pass-
ing Hanwellé, it was very likely I might frequently
fall in with elephants. Having started long before
dawn of day, I reached Hanwellé by nine o’clock,
where I halted to breakfast. This 1s a small
- military post, situated upon the beautiful Kalany-
ganga, about fourteen miles from Colombo. As I
went along, and as the day dawned, I found myself
‘in the midst of the most enchanting scenery rmagin-
able ; which increased in lovelingss as the sun rose
above the trees, shedding greater lustre upon the
objects which were distinctly reflected in the broad
river, upon the bank of which the road lay almost
the whole way. I had travelled the greater part of
the distance under the agreeable shade of tall palm-
trees, which, however, hy no means impeded the
views of the finely wooded country, which lay to the

northward and upon the opposite bank of the, in
some places, lake-like river.

The scenery, after leaving Hanwellé, becomes
wilder, and of an entirely different and more rugged
character ; it was then, also, far more striking as

well as fasclnatmg in richness and variety of mag-
nificent forest, intermingled with many fine shrubs
and thick jungle. It maintained much the same
appearance till I arrived at Avisahavelle, situated
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among rounded hills and, dark coloured’ rocks,
rising amidst a great expanse of rich foliage. Near
the rest-house, there was formerly a small fort, now
quite neglected, though some years ago it was a
point of importance, as Sittawakka, a royal resi-
dence, once stood not far from it; but in the pre-
sent day, no traces of it remain—at least, none
worthy of a traveller’s notice. After allowing the
bearers of my palanquin about an hour’s rest, I
next proceeded (travelling, as I had occasionally
done before, on foot) to the strongly fortified pest
of Ruwenwellé ; where I remained for the night with
Major B——, the commandant, who not only paid
me every possible attention, but also gave me much
useful information about the surrounding country.
Next morning, we found the road tolerably good
and level, running thr_dhgh paddy fields, on leaving
which, and passing through a difficult and wilder
district, I arrived at Arandend, where the country
improves in appearance, is much better cultivated
and more thickly inhabited. Throughout the country
I had travelled, since leaving Colombo, there are to
be seen the ruins of several forts, which had been of
importance when the Portuguese and Dutch pos-
sessed the sea-coast; as, during that period, it had
almost constantly been the scene of warfare between
them and the Kandyans. A wild almost moun-
tainous couhtry intervenes to Hettemulés a small
village, from whence we had to hurry on, as sunset *
approached rapidly, through a hilly tract, abounding
in fine views: of splendid and picturesque scenery,
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to Fort King ; which station we did not reach until
1t had become dark. Fortunately we met with no
obstruction from elephants or other animals,
though the road, as we learned afterwards, between
Fort King and Hettemuls, had of late been much
infested by them.

I'have no intention of deseribing more particularly
than 1 have done, the fine tract of land through
which I had passed so rapidly, and of which I had,
in fact, seen so little ; but it struck me, that 1t was
indeed a country which European settlers might
well covet ; for all it wanted was improved cultiva-
tion and better roads, carried in various directions,
to render it truly desirable. I remained a day at
Fort King ; and on the next set off, long before day,
attenﬂed by a number of torch-bearers and tom-tom
beaters, on my refurn, by the same road to Co.-
lombo ; where I arrived in safety, highly gratified
- with this, the first excursion of the kind which I
had made in Ceylon ; during which it had in many
respects risen greatly in my estimation, as a most
valuable colony of Great Britain. |

Hearing nothing more of my proceeding to the
Seven Korles ; towards the end of December, I
arranged with two very agreeable brother officers—
Lieut.-Colonel J. M. S——~ and Mr. We——, that,
attended by some of our servants, we should set off
upon an excursion into the interior ; for what I had |
“seen, in my journey to Fort King, made me more
anxious than ever, to see more of a country, of

which we daily heard so much.



62 A WATER EXCURSION.

We therefore—anticipating much - emjoyment—
started from Colombo ; and after a pleasanf morn-
ing’s ride of thirteen miles, got to Marotta, on the
Galle road ; and from thence sent back our horses
with their keepers, having no further occasion for
them ; as we were to embark near that place in
boats, which were in waiting for us; and in order
to be saved all trouble or annoyance of any kind
with boatmen, &ec., we had previously settled that

we were to take a Modeliar’s son with us, a fine
~ intelligent young man, who spoke English tolerably
well, and who was to manage every thing. The

two boats were each about thirty feet long, and
“being almost new, and completely covered with
thatch, we had nothing to apprehend from vermin,
nor of being exposed to the sun, or any rain ghich
might fall. One boat was for ourselves, and the
other for our servants. In ours was a couch for
each of us; also a table, chairs, and every thing -
requisite to insure comfort ; for we iftended never
to sleep on shore, or to be indebted to the natives
for hospitality ; and we were also in hopes of thus
avoiding dangers from snakes or reptiles, as well as
of escaping the consequences of damp from the
ground, 1n any swampy part of the country, which
we might visit in our progress. Qur servants’
boat was fitted up principally as a cooking place ;
and in it were safely stowed away the necessary
supply of bread, rice, tea, coffee, sugar:wines, &e. ;
but it was to our-guns that we were to look for the .
greater part of our food. .
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Ascending a winding sluggish river, which
empties itself into the sea at Pantura, we arrived
at a village called Balgoddé, about ten or twelve
miles from where we had embarked. It was at
times from a hundred to four or five hundred yards,
_or even more, in width; but occasionally, as we
proceeded, it became narrow like a canal, (indeed it
had of old been used as such by the Dutch), and
again opening out, it was so broad and land-locked,
as to assume the appearance of an extensive lake;
the very thickly wooded banks rendering the
scenery on the whole agreeable, though rather too
uniform. This monotony was, however, In some
measure, relieved by the country in the distance, or
back ground, being composed of some lofty blue
colouged mountains, Such a continued mass of
foliage, beheld in all the brilliancy of a tropical
sun, had a truly striking and fascinating effect.
. But all these attractions disappeared when we
landed : for then little else but jungle, and in some
places swamps, covered with tall reeds or fiags,
presented themselves, tenanted, it may be supposed,
since the flood, by numerous kinds of waterfowl.

Wherever the ground rose, which it seldom did,
we were sure to find' the cottages of the natives,
surrounded, as usual, by palm trees; under the
shade of which, or of the low projecting roofs that
form what may be called ‘verandahs to their dwell-
ings, they seemed to pass their lives in the enjoyment
of indolence and idleness. Rice cakes, curry, and
the fruits which the trees produced, I may say
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spontaneously, were almost their only food, and
- appeared to bound their wants and wishes ; yet, I
by no means looked upon them as a happy people ;
unless seeming indifference as to surrounding
objects, and about the world or its doings, can be.
said to” constitute happiness. Let me, however,
indulge in the hope, ‘that this extensive and well
watered tract, which is at present almost unoccupied
by man, will one day be drained, cleared of super-
abundant woods, cultivated, and thus rendered
 healthy and productive by European settlers. The
banks of these*—I may call them lakes—are é.lready
adorned by nature, with tall, spreading, and finely
blossoming trees of various kinds, and of different
shade of green, brown, and purple coloured leaves,
as also with splendid shrubs and flowers ,f, the latter
—chiefly of the aquatic kinds—are in general jarge, |
brilliant in colours, and strikingly beautiful.
The Dutch, when they held the maritime pro-
vinces, did every thing in their power, to prevent
strangers from knowing any part of the interior;
and they were equally careful to prevent their own
people from publishing accounts of what they might
have seen there. They took little interest in the
history of Ceylon, or of its inhabitants ; the acqui-
sition of wealth was their ruling passion ; and while
they could carry on their commerce in the towns on
the sea coast, they cared not for the iﬁterigr of  the
island : indeed, they gave it out, that except for a
few miles inland, the country was generally very
unhealthy, and totally unfit for Europeans to reside
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in. Even this prejudice, at the time I wrote these
memoranda, had not been got over; and I had
been warned, before I set out upon this excursion,
of what might be the consequences of my anxiety to
see what wise people were contented to hear of.

It would be useless to nmame or describe the
places—consisting chiefly of a few native huts—
which we visited in succession, or where we fastened
our boats for the night; but day after day presented
the same description of scenery, and nearly the
same objects. The pleasant mornings and evenings
were devoted to shooting ; and we killed far more
birds than were wanted to supply. our table amply.
They were almost all of the aquatic kinds, such as
wild-ducks, teal, &c., also snipe and plover ; and in
the wogds, when not swampy, we found hundreds of
pigeons and turtle-doves, which answered very well
for pies or curries. We also shot several beautiful
-birds, the names of which were unknown to us;
and among them a few resembling, in plumage, the
bird of paradise—there were others, the feathers of
which were as white as snow, and most ef them like
horse-hair.

Our servants being good cooks, no gourmands
could have desired better. fare than was daily

placed upon the board ; and there was no lack of
good wines, which were cooled in bags, kept wet
and hung un in a current of air, under the shade of
a tree, till wanted. In short, taking into account
the sport we had, many may think that we were

much more to be enyied than pitied. During the
voL. I. F
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the heat of the day, the boats were rowed along on
the placid surface of the water, amidst perpetual
verdure. Reading in turn, playing backgammon,
talking over the feats we had performed, and
describing what we had individually seen, planning
excursions in new directions, and preparing our.
guns, killed the time most agreeably, when not
engaged in shooting.

We saw during our excursion but two snakes, and
they were harmless; and the only wild animal we
met with was a solitary hare. We were daily moving
from place to place, but at the farthest, I think that
we were never more than twenty-five or perhaps
thirty mtles from Colombo. There were abundance
of fish in the lakes; a few of which were offered to
us by the natives, but we would not use them, as
they are looked upon by Europeans as insipid,
and sometimes unwholesome ; yet many of the lower
castes eat them constantly, as I often did afterwhrds, -
in my delightful fishing excursions inland from
Galle, as well as in the Kandyan territory. We
were told that in these sluggish waters there were
alligators, but we saw none of them. I shot two
amphiblous creatures, somewhat like them, called
by the Modeliar’s son Cobra coy. They were about
six feet in length, and had very long tongues, which
they constantly and quickly darted from theiwr
mouths, in a surprising and threatening manner—
they are, however, quite harmless, and 1 believe
they belong to the guana or lizard tribe. I under-
stand that Dr. Davv (who afterwards wrote the
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account of his travels in the interior) has procured
one of them, which I hear, he intends taking to
England with him.

On the day appointed, our horses were brought
to us at Marotta, and we returned to Colombo,
greatly pleased with our week’s excursion, into a
part of the country rarely visited. We met with no
mishaps or adventures ; but, sbon after our return,
one of my companions, Lt.-Colonel S , had a
feverish attack, which confined him to his reom for
about ten days. Every one said —though 1 am
convinced 1t was mothing more than a seasoning
fever—that he had caught it in the swampy jungle,
in which we had, so foolishly, been amusing our-
selves. .

Being still uncertain how long I might remain at

- Colombo, I hired a house, very pleasantly situated,

k.

on what is called Slave Island, situated nearly in the

- -middle of the lake, which I before mentioned, as
~ constituting the chief ornament of Colombo and its

neighbourhood. I was induced to take up my
abode there, because there were some very agree-
able families, with whom I had become intimate,

residing upon the shores of the lake, and whom I

could, when so inclined, easily and pleasantly visit
by means of a light skiff, which I had always at my
command, and .which I paddled - along without

- agsistance from any one. And how much did I
~ enjoy returning home at night by water ; and how

beautlful it was, even when the moon dld not afford
F 2
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her beams, to behold the shore of the lake one blaze
of light, emitted from thousands and tens of
thousands of fire-flies, which flitted incessantly from
bush to bush!

- When the latitude of Colombo and the chmate
are considered, it will scarcely be believed, that.
ladies here seem to be fonder of dancing than in
Engla,nd. Wherever I dine, the sound of the fiddle
~ or piano calls the gentlemen, at a proper hour,
from their wine fo the dance ; .and, with few excep-
tions, ladies, whether young or old, married or
single (and there were plenty of pretty girls, both
English and Dutch), apparently delight in it; and
it is often kept up till sunrise. On such occasions,
they have always suppers, consisting of every thing
‘in season, with one invariable accompaniment—very
hot mulligatani soup; but the crowd of servants
in attendance is certainly a great annoyance; for
every person has one, and some two, standing behind
his chair ; and when there 1s not a punkah, a kind
of large fan, suspended over our heads, and pulled
backwards and forwards to create a current of air,
the heat is sometimes very oppressive. What renders
this the more unpleasant 1s, that the natives anoint
themselves all over with cocoa-nut oil, which, when
so -applied, has to most Europeans a. disagreeable
efiuvia. In other respects the Singalese are very
cleanly, bathing at least once a day; -and as ser-
vants have now been made to dress very neatly in
white calico jackets, ornamented with silver buttons,
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- &c. and not as formerly, with only a piece of that
stuff wrapt round their bodies, they look remark-
ably well when in attendance at table.

The dinner parties, in general, are far too large.
I sat down at table, the other day, with no less than
ffty.one gentlemen and ladieé; but the houses are
~ mostly so contrived, as fully to admit the prevailing
breezes ; and the punkahs being also kept con-
stantly at work, 1 do not find the heat so inconve-
nient as I expeeted. They always on these occasions
give various kinds of wine, such as Madeira,
Champagne, Claret, &c., and it is the custom te
~ ask ladies to take ale with us, in the same way we
- did wine formerly in England |
In order to illustrate in some degree the ways of
- Ceylon at that period, (and I do not find that they
~ have since greatly changed), I must take the liberty
of mentioning, that on the last evening of December,
the Regiment gave a ball and supper to all the
fashionable world. I was one of the stewards upon
the occasion, and was requested to make 1f as bril-
liant an affair as Colombo had ever beheld. With
the able assistance of my coadjutors, especially that
of Captain J—, it was admitted by every one that
we were completely successful. We 1ssued upwards
of a hundred and fifty invitations, to officers of other
corps, civilians, their wives and daughters—in short,
 to every one~admitted into society. Thisis a point
to which I would call the attention of respectable
persons, who may intend to settle in Ceylon ; for
without introductions to some of the first people,
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they will have little chance of getting into genteel
‘society, or, at all-events, into the first circle. Even
the Singalese entertain strange notions with regard
to the different classes in England. It was in some
way or other reported that one of their Governors
had a brother in the wine trade in London; and
their indignation was highly excited, at the idea of
the King of England having sent out the brother of
a personwho kept a wine bazaar to be their governor.
I hope I shall be pardoned this digression, but,
to finish the subject of the ball, I must add, that the
transparencies and decorations—wbich are so easily
procured in thisland of beautiful flowers and shrubs
—were really splendid and much admired. ‘The
whole of the company sat down, comfortably, in a
larzre, magnificent bungalow, built for the occasion,
and tastefully adgrned with the finest foliage, to a
most excellent and well laid out supper ; after which
dancing recommenced, and was kept up till sunrise.
We also gave a dinner to the Governor, and about
eighty gentlemen, and no delicicy was wanting but
English cheese, of which we could not procure a
morsel in Colombo. | |
This gaiety had been chleﬂy occasmned by the
approaching departure of Sir Robert and Lady
Brownrigg from the island ; and, a few days after, |
the civil servants of government, 1n conjunction
with the military, gave them a farewel! dinner, ball
and supper, on the eve of their embarkation. Many
regretted their departure; but all soon began to
worship the rising sun, in the person of Sir Edward
Barnes, who now assumed the government.
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During Sir Robert Brownrigg’s reign, a period
of about eight years, great and important changes
- had taken place in Ceylon. He had dethroned the
' Kandyan King, and annexing his territories to our

former possessions on the sea coast, conquered from
_the Dutch, had thus extended and consolidated the

dominion of the British Sovereign over the whole
of this most beautiful and valuable island. Such
events had not been aceomplished without his having
had to encounter and overcome many difficulties;
the greatest of which was his suppressing a rebellion

—as it was styled-— which had raged for about

three years in the Kandyan Provinces; during

which, it was universally allowed, that he evinced
great talent, perseverance, and unshaken firmness.

These vast.acquisitions are already beginning to

cause considerable changes in people’s opinions, as to

what Ceylon is likely to become as an appendage of

Great Britain; especially if they can be perma-

nently secured in a country so very difficult of access

as the Kandyan -Kingdﬁm; All agree, however,
- that the necessity of scattering still more both civil
“and military over the whole island, must hage a
considerable effect upon society. Points or stations
in the maritime provinces, formerly considered of
the first importance, are now, I fear injudiciously,
no longer looked upon in that light, the comse-
quences of which may hereafter be felt in a com-
mercial point of view at most of the seaports; and
new posts are established, or about to be so, in the
- Kandyan Districts, to insure our conquests there,
and to facilitate the collection of the revenue. Some
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already perceive a considerable change in society at
Colombo, Galle, and other stations, and do not
hesitate to declare that it has greatly fallen off, and
become inferior to what it was in the times of Mr.
North or Sir Tﬁomas Maitland ; those who re-
member them tell us, that it was then traly delightful,
and perhaps superior to what is to be met with in
any of our foreign possessions.

In the Ceylon Calendar, published at Colombo,
1s a list of Portuguese, Dutch, and British Captains.
General and Governors of Ceylon, from an early
epoch—that is, from about the year 1590, down to
the present day; but if the reader is desirous of
obtaining historical information, as to the times of
the Portuguese and Dutch, (subjects which I do not
intend to touch upon), I must refer him to 1 work
published in 1816, by an author styling himself
“ Philalethes.” The Singalese themselves possess,
as I am informed by those who have acquired a,
sufficient knowledge of their lgnguage: many curious
documents, or ancient records, which are supposed
to contain the history of the country, and of its kings,
from a very remote period ; but .my informants. find
that where truth is obvious, so much of what is
tabulous has been mixed up with it, as to render it
difficult, if not hopeless, to attempt to separate the
one from the other, so as to make the true portion
of it available. I find these remarks in my note
book ; but the difficulty to which I allude 1s*now
got over, and this desirable object.has been . ably
accomplished by Major Forbes, in his « Eleven
Years in Ceylon,”
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%

“Should Fate command me to the farthest verge
Of the green earth, to distant barbarous climes,
Rivers unknown to song; where first the sun
(hlds Indian mountains; . . . ... ..

vt e v e e s e a e o tig nought fo me:
Since God 18 ever present, ever felt,
In the void waste as in the city full.””—TrOMSON.

REMARKS ON LEAVING COLOMBO-~THE MONSOONS AND THE
CLIMATE—AUTHOR ARRIVES AT GALLE, AND ASSUMES THE
COMMAND OF THE FORTRESS AND DISTRICT—KANDYAN PRE-
TENDER—THE CHARACTER OF THE KANDYANS IN 1820-—
GALLE AS AN ESSENTIAL LINK IN THE STEAM NAVIGATION
OF THE INDIAN OCEAN—PASSAGE BETWEEN CEYLON AND
THE CONTINENT EXAMINED—OLD CUSTOMS AT GALLE-—
REMARKS UPON THE COUNTRY FROM NEGOMBO TO HAMBEN-

THEIR CHEAPNESS-—PRICES OF ARTICLES OF FOOD AT GAJ.LE
VERY MODERATE; AND GIVEN TO ENABLE INTENDING EMI-
GRANTS TO REGULATE THEIR EXPENDITURE, AND TO COM-

PARE CEYLON WITH ANY OTHER PART OF THE WORLD A$ A
POINT FOR EMIGRATION.

Berore his departure for England, Sir Robert
Brownrigg was pleased to appoint me to the com-
mand of the extensive and most-desirable district of
Galle. I confess that I felt a good deal disappointed
~at not going at once to the Seven Korles ; ; but Galle,
I am teld, 1s a much more pleasant, though by no
means so lucrative a command, But before I, for
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the present, leave Colombo, it is necessary I should
remark, that though it may, in some respects, be
conveniently situated, as the capital of the Island,
in a delightful cquntry, blessed with as fine a chmate
as any part of the world ; though its neighbourhood
abounds in beautifully diversified scenery; though.
the eye is gratified by the sight of a vast expanse of
surface, covered with tall cocoa-nut trees, inter-
spersed with handsome bungalows, and the humble
but usually neat cottages of the natives; though
Colombo itself 1s a handsome town, with streets run-
ning parallel to each other, shaded by beautrful tulip
trees ; and though many of the houses are large and
commodious ; yet it must not be forgotten, that, in
a commercial point of view, it has one serious dis-
advantage—that is to say, it has only open roads for
shipping, which afford secure anchorage for only
about half the year— from the beginning of October
to the end of March., At other times, the wind
blows frequently from the westward with such vio-
lence as to render intercourse with the shore very
unsafe ; so much so, indeed, that no insurance can
be effected upon vessels touching there during that
stormy period. In the inner road only small vessels
can anchor, Seeing the disadvantages under which,
as a sea-port, Colomho was placed, the Dutch turned
their attention for many years to Galle; but why it
was afterwards neglected, and abandoned as the seat
of Government, and a preference again given to
Colombo, I have not as yet been able to ascertain.*

F

* Though it is of importance to persons intending to seitle in
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In the Month of J anuary, I left Colombo for
(aile, in a free-trader, in charge of about two hun-
dred and fifty men, intended to form part of the
garrison of the latter place, whera we landed on the
following morning, 1 do not remember ever fo

» have experienced finer weather at sea, or to
have had a more pleasant passage’ than upon this
0CCasion.

[t is very difficult to form a correct idea of the
climate of Ceylon, or of the weather which may be
looked for in various parts of it. Indeed, the remarks
which I am about to make upon both (and they are
chiefly intended for the information of new-comers)
are so scattered throughout my notes, that 1 think it
will be best, and will obviate the necessity of recurring
to the subject, for me to consolidate here the obser-

Ceylon, especially to those who may have commereial specula-
tions in view, yet I do not wish unnecessarily to occupy space,
orto take up too much of the reader’s time in speaking of pilotage,
harbour dues, &c. I, however, give, in the Appendix, an official

statement of the quantity and value of various articles of merchan-
dise imported into Ceylon in 1835 ; and also an ordinance ¢nacted
~ by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council, for establishing a new Tariff of duties on goods exported
and imported. I am not aware that since the year 1837, when
this ordinance was promulgated, any further changes have taken
place, yet Mr. Bennett, in his ‘“ Manual of Useful Information,”
just published, informs us that .dutiesﬁ upon exports amount fo
about sixteen per cent,—and he adds, ““the great difference between
the rate duty levied on importa and exports (nearly 250 per
cent against the produce of the island) cannot fail o excite
attention.” Ofthis I think there cannot be a doubt.—See Appen-
dix D, E. F. G.



76 THE MONSOQONS.

vations: I made at various periods afterwards, assisted
by those of others who have given their attention to
this point, but especially Dr. Davy, who is by far
the best authority in such matters. - |
Ceylon being situated between the sixth and
tenth degrees of north latitude, that succession of -
seasons 18 unknown in it, with which the year is
varied in the temperate zone ; and the transition of
weather from dry to rainy, and from rainy to dry,
1s rarely diversified. Over most of the island the
wind blows for a certain period of the year from the
south-west, and a certain period from the north-
cast. These winds are considerably modified by
local circumstances, and prevail with surprising
regularity, over a great part of the continent of
India, and the Indian Ocean. The south-west
monsoon 1s felt all over the island, and blows more
steadily than the north-cast : thus at Colombo and
Trincomalie, on the opposite shores, the south-west
wind prevails constantly for about five months ; but
the northeeast not half the time at the former that
1t does at the latter place; it being at Colombo
confined chiefly to December and January, while at
Trincomalie it extends to the month before and the
month after. In consequence, on the Colombo side
of the island, the period of variable winds is longer
than on the Trincomalie side. .In the one instance
being about five months, comprehending - February,
March, April, October, and November, during
which time the wind is generally” from the sea
during the day, and from the land at night. In the
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other instance, it is limited to the middle months,
and observes nearly the same diurnal change.

On the state of the winds in the interior, it 1s
very difficult to speak with any degree of certainty.
Over the level parts of it, the winds differ but little
- from what they are on the sea coast. But amongst
the mountains it is otherwise; there they vary
greatly, according to the features of the country,
the direction of the valleys, and the ridges of the
more lofty mountains; and according to central
situation, or proximity to one or other side of the
island ; the country on the western side partaking
more of the peculiarities of wind of Colombo, that
on the eastern of Trincomalie, and that nearly
central amongst the mountains, or near their base,
having its own peculiarities.

As might be expected from its inter-tropical
~ situation, the quantity of rain that falls 1n Ceylon
is immense; exceeding, I would say, fully four
times what falls in England. The parts of the
country in which much the largest proportion of
rain is looked for, are the mountainous tracts and
the maritime provinces, that are most exposed to
the force of the monsoons. The parts where there
is least rain are those at some little distance from
the mountains, and so situated as to render both
monsoons land winds. Tangalle 1n the Megam-
pattoo, to the eastward of the most southern point of
the 1sland, is #thu,s situated, and the same may be
said of the part of the country for some distance to
the northward of the Seven Korles, where a drought
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has been known to last more than a year at a time,
uninterrupted by the fall of a single drop of rain.
At the northern extremity, and in the northern low
land division of the island, and on the easternshore,
the rainy season commences about the time of the
setting in of the north-east monsoon. It lasts about
two months, with great violence, flooding all the low
parts of the country, and some districts almost
entirely. During the other ten months of the year,
the weather is in the opposite extreme, being almost

_ constantly dry, showers rarely refreshing the parched
 soil, excepting about the beginning of the south-
west monsoon. On the western side of the island
(and to this I particularly beg the attention of
settlers who have agricultural pursuits in view),
most rain falls about the time of the setting.in of
the south-west monsoon. But it is not confined to
this period, nor is it so violent, or so continued, as
on the opposite side. A whole day of constant
rain is very uncommon ; all the year round showers
are frequent, so that it is very unusual for a month
to elaﬁse without them, and it is in consequence of
this peculiarity that the western coast of Ceylon is,
I may say, never parched, and that its aspect is
always so delightfully fresh and green, excitihg the
admiration of strangers from less favoured parts of
India. Owing to the frequency of rains amongst the
mountains, the interior is uncommonly we}l watered :
not a valley is without a stream. | |

From what has just been said, it must he evident,
that no kind of comparigon, which a person at home
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would understand, can be drawn between the heat of
summer in England, and in this island. Here the
heat, if I may so express myself, is pure like the
atmosphere, for the winds which, during the con-
tinnance of the two monsoons, blow from the ocean
- in opposite directions, reach Ceylon in a state of
the greatest freshness and purity. In England,
when the weather is really hot, the air becomes, as
it were, a kind of warm oppressive vapour; and I
verily believe, if such a state of atmosphere were to
exist, for even a day, in a tropical country, to be
acted upon by the powerful rays of the sun, it would
serlously affect the health of man and heast. Thus
we see, how wisely Providence provides what 1is
suitable for various parts of the world; and has
rendered almost the whole of 1t habitable, even from
what is supposed by many to be the burning equi-
noctial line, to the always frozen poles.

The influences of the climate of Ceylon, though
seemingly so delightful, are occasionally trying to-
some constitutions ; but, with the exception of Trin-
comalie and a few other dreaded places, which are
well known and carefully avoided, the greater paxt of
the island may be said to be healthy. Yet ladies,
(and thee truth ought to be told), who set a high
value upon their personal charms, espectally upon the
freshness and fairness of their complexions, ought to
be very cautious; for I grieve to say, that they may
discover, and that too before they have been long in
Ceylon, (and it is far worse on the continent of
India), that its climate, though charming, cannof -
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revive once-faded bloom, and that it ig very different
In its effects upon their looks, to what it i upon the
leaves of the trees ; which, as fast as they wither and
fall, are replaced by new ones of the most lively and
fascinating colours. Alas! on the contrary, even a
few years are sometimes sufficient to efface that be-
witching bloom, which they will find it impossible
to restore, by—what cannot be used in any hot
country—the most delicate rouge, |

I had only just taken over the command of the
Galle district from Lieut.-Colonel Macdonald of
the 19th regiment, when information reached us,
that another pretender to the throne of Kandy,
(certainly not to Lieut.-Colonel Macdonald’s sur-
prise), had made his appearance in the province
of Wellassé, to the eastward of Badulla, and about
200 miles from this, where a friend of mine, Major
H——, 88d regiment, commands. He expected
to have been joined by the people of that country,
and by the Vedahs, or wild men ; but Lieut.-Colonel
Macdonald, who long had the charge of that
district, had taught them that rebellion was neither
allowable nor profitable. The Pretender’s shewing
himself there, caused, however, great sensation
throughout the island: but, through the prompt
and energetic measures adopted by Sir Edward
Barnes, the poor devil was soon caught, and I con-
clude, will ere long meet the fate of those who are
found guilty of unsuccessful rebellion; which of
course becomes treason—and

“ Treason does never prosper : What’s the reagson ?
Why, when it prospers, none dare cal] it treason.”
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| "I-'Ie is, of course, represented to be am imposior ;
. but Lieut.-Colonel Macdonald believes that he may
have some claims to the crown ; not as the son of
the dethroned king, but of his predecessor, Rajah
Singha. His escaping so long the vigilance, of our
‘];)enple, proves, at all events, that, whatever his
right to the throne may be, he had many friends m
~ the Kandyan provinces, and those men of influence ;
as large rewards had long been offered for his
- apprehension,

An officer has just arrived here, who left Badulla
only three days ago; I asked him if he had seen
the Pretender. He replied that he had, and that
when he set out for Galle, he left him in the sfocks—
perhaps the last of a long line of kings in the stocks!
- —into which the Commandant had ordered him to
be put. He added, that the Pretender is a good-
looking young man, with prepossessing manner and
address ; and that he has acquired a good deal of
general information, especially as to what is con-
nected with the affairs of Ceylon. - He was com-
manded to account for his having dared to style
himself, or allowing himself to be styled by others,
King of Kandy. He replied, in a tone and spirit
worthy of admiration, ¢ because it is my birth-
right.” He was further asked, why he had pre-
sumed to appoint a native chief second Adikar of
rthe kingdom? * I am king,” said he, *“and if I
reign an hour, a day, or a week, I have a right to
appoint the most fit persons to be my ministers.”

b
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nified. My informant also adds, that it is the
general opinion of those who have seen and con-
versed with him, that had he once been able to
assemble a sufficient force around him, in such a
strong and almost inacessible country as that about
and beyond Badulla, he would certainly have given
us a vast deal of trouble to put him down.” Being
quite unknown to any of our people, or to the
~ natives in the maritime provinces, he was very
lately walking in the streets of Colombo, Trinco-
malie, and Galle, dressed in the simplest - attire.
- When taken, he had assumed the dress which he
considered . suitable to his rank ; and in this, to
make him appear the more ridiculous in the eyes of
‘the Kandyans, he now sits in the stocks. Since
his arrival from the continent of India, where, it is
understood, he was brought up and educated by
a Singalese priest, he had visited many parts of
Ceylon; and his remarks upon the state of the
country are represented to have been judicious; it
is therefore the more surprising how he could have
committed such a blunder, as to claim, publicly, -
the throne, at a time like this, when the people and :
the country are totally unable to aid or support him
and his adherents. ‘_ |

It should here be remarked, that t‘huse' who
suppose the upper classes or castes of Kandyvans or |
Singalese to be either ignorant or” altogether
illiterate, are greatly deceived. For, on ‘the. con-
trary, their manners are even refined ; and they
possess much useful knowledge of mankind, deep
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~artifice and great tact: indeed, I have met with
few men of any country, who come into, or go out
ofs a room with more grace and ease than they do;
~and those who are versed in the more recent history
of Ceylon, must have observed, that the Kandyans
generally contrived to outwit most of our wonld-be
politicians. In fact, so often was this the case, that
Lieut.-Colonel Macdonald, (as he confessed to me
"and others), latterly thought it best not to treat at
all with them{;thc blow before the word being
found to be by far the wisest policy. In proof of |
this being the general opinion, I must take the
liberty of mentioning a remark of Sir Robert Brown-
rigg’s, when I called to take leave of him before he
sailed for England, and to thank him for having
appointed me to the Galle district. ¢ You have
.3t an early period of life attained,” said he, ¢ what
officers so much aim at—high rank in the army;
- and you have already seen much service. If there
- should ever be, f_anﬁther war 1n the Kandyan pro-
vinces, you may expect to be actively employed
there. Should that happen, and the force under
your orders be such as at all to justify you in
doing so, always attack your enemy the moment you
can get at him, and never trust to the word or
~ promises of a Kandyan,” | |
The dresses of all the Headmen are remarkably
bandssme ; the figures of two are given here—the
one carved i ivory, and the other in wood, by
hative artists. But a particular description of their
dresses and appointments, given in the Ceylon
’ G <
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Calendar, to which I have before alluded will, 1
think, astonish the reader.

The Port of Trincomalie, as is well known, 13
very superior, in many respects, to any other in the
island : indecd, there are none to be compared with
it in the east, but its great unhealthiness reduces
considerably its value. Galle having a harbour
safe for ships of the largest size, I may say, for the
whole year, and so situated with regard to the
monsoons, that they can get in and out at all times,
which is not the case with any other port in the
island, the prudent and commercial Dutch made it a
place of considerable strength and importance, from
whence the produce of the maritime provinces, at
least on this side of the island, and of the western
* half of the interior, should be chiefly shipped. With
this view, a canal was made, or attempted, which,
passing through the country towards Colombo,
connects, or was intended to ¢onnect, several long
and often narrow lakes or pieces of water, and also
to communicate with rivers, by which goods can be
sent for a considerable distance into the interior.
Whether the views of the Dutch were as extensive
as thev are said to have been, or whether they found
the canal to answer their expectations, I cannot
pretend to say; but it has been much neglected,
and almost all traffic in that direction has long
ceased. I was, however, assured by a respectable
and intelligent Headman, that though there were
some impediments, yet small sized-boats could still
ply upon it. I fear, however, that the high duties,
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exacted by us upon.almost every kind of goods,
have very seriously injured, not only Galle, but also
the whole island ; and until these are greatly modi-
fied, or altogether taken off, permanent improvement
n commerce cannot be looked for. But, considering
Galle to be the point to which I would direct the
attention of those ihte'nding to settle m Ceylon, 1
must, as I proceed, speak a good deal of it, and of
the country around and even at some distance
from it,

I am, moreover, glad to sce that Galle, or, as it
18 commonly called, Point de Galle, has become an
object of great importance in the eyes of Government
and of the British nation, as a connecting link in
the steam navigation of the Indian ocean. It has
been shewn by official documents, and information
obtained from the best sources, that there is no
difficulty whatever, notwithstanding the strong cur-
rents—>50 miles in 24 hours—which run off the
southern extremity of Ceylon, and the violent gales
which at times prevail in the ecastern part of the
Indian ocean, in making the voyage from Calcutta
to Galle against the south-west monsoon; nor from
thence to Socotra, near the entrance of the Red Sea,
the vessel taking her course through what is called
the one and-a-half degree channel.

It has also been shewn, that if there were a suf.
ficlent number of good, convenient, and powerful
steamers stationed upon this route, that they would
be more than constantly filled; and if this commu.-
nication were established, #t could be easily extended
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to any part of our Colonial possessions to the east.
ward of India, and with New South Wales : indeed,
some of the first Australian merchants in London
arc anxious to have the passage established to Cal-
cutta by the line alluded to, intending to take on the
communication from (Galle to Australia. Already
a company has been formed in England for com-
municating by steamers with Ceylon, anticipating
that the main stem will be carried out. 1t is obvious
that it would be much more convenient for the Aus-
tralians to come to Galle than to Calcutta, as it
would be only half the distance ; and this line would
be equally convenient for Sumatra, Java, and the
whole of the Australian Archipelago. It 1slikewise
in confemplation to carry steam communication to
Melville Island, the most northern point of Aus-
tralia, therc to have a depot, leaving it to local
companies to carry it to other parts. |

It has been proposed (and, | trust, acceded to)
that four steamers should be employed in rotation,
as follows : —

No. 1. To leave Socotra January 1; arrive at
Calcutta January 19. |

No. 2. T'o leave Socotra IFebruary 1; arrive at
Calcutta February 19. |

No. 3. To leave Calcutta January 1; arrive at
Socotra January 19.

No. 4. To leave Calcutta February 1 ; .arrive at
Socotra February 19,

Thus, in succession, four steam vessels will ply
between Socotra, Ceylon; Madras, and Calcutta;
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steaming at most (making every allowance for
monsoons, &c.) one hundred and fourteen days each
year. And in the event of accident to a boat, by
this system, the three would keep up the communi-
cation during the repairs of the inefficient boat.

The cstimate of the annual disbursements will be
1nearly as stated n the article (H) of the appendix.
I am aware that the attention of the Madras
Government has been given to find or make a con-
venient and safe passage betwixt Ceylon and the
Continent, with the view of facilitating steam and
other communication between the P’residencies; but
this appears to me to b altogether a hopeless
business, (and I am confirmed in this opinion by
what I learned from my late friend Captain Dawson,
alluded to in the following report) as any opening
through Adam’s Bridge, which might be effected,
would almost to a certainty be closed up, or rather
brought back to its present state, by the storms which
usually prevail at the commencement of the mon-
soons, especially that which blows from the south-
west. lt1s, however, necessary to give part of Major
Sim’s published report, which will be found in the
appendix (I).

I have been partly anticipating what is contained
in my notes. I, however, considered it necessary to
doso; for thus GGalle i5 shewn, at once, to stand
pre-crainent as a point of vast importance, and
indispel}saﬁle as a link 1n the chain of steam navi-
gation over the Indian ocecan ; circumstances whicly
must ultimatelv ovromote not only te wealfare ao o
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I have as yet made but one trip upon the canal,
extending from Galle; but what T have seen of it,
even,in a state of decay, convinces me that there has
heen some very impolitic neglect, on our part, of
this seemingly wise plan of the Dutch. The country
I passed through, in ascending it in a small boat
which 1 keep for the purpose of making such ex-
cursions, is apparently rich in soil, very beautiful,
and was continually reminding me of some of our
own rivers, though the surprisingly ever-luxuriant
and verdant foliage of the trees, told me where I was.
Plantains, oranges, custard apples, and other tropical
fruits, also grow in considerable quantitics upon and
near to 1its banks, which are here and there orna-
mented with shrubs and wild flowers, the latter
chiefly of the aquatic kinds, and if introduced into
Great Britain would improve our collections.

The land to some extent around Galle was, at the
period I speak of, retained by Government; and
the natives allowed to live upon it were removeable
at pleasure. Some of those residing in the imme-
~diate neighbourhood of the place, are bound to
perform certain services. One has to supply the
Commandant’s table with vegetables, in consideration
of his being permitted to hold part of what was for-
merly a Government garden. Others, for being
allowed to fish around the rocks upon which Galle
stands, are obliged (or rather were of old) to supply
him with fish, which can there be caught in great
quantities. The wet ditches of the fortress, up-
wards of a mile in extent, arc full of fish of an
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inferior description, used only by the natives ; but
- my predecessors v the command have allowed them
to become quite choked up with various kinds of
water plants, which grow here in great beauty and
profusion. The Moormen, for being allowed to live
within the walls, are bound to keep the ditches clear
of these weeds, or else they are liable to be fined.
I am now, howerver, -getting the vast mass of ob-
structive matter removed, but chiefly by the labour
of a large body of convicts, allowed for such purposes.
[ found parts of the fortifications gone into decay,
as well as some of the large public buildings ; I am
now, at Sir Edward Barnes’ desire, repairing them
as weil as the means placed at my disposal will
admit of. We are also getting the streets properly
lighted, by replacing and repairing the numerous
broken lamps, and we are besides busily occupied in
planting frees (chiefly those of the tulip kind, which
grow from cuttings), wherever they can afford shade
or tend to ornament the city, which, being encom-
passed by hich ramparts, is not so cool as it would
otherwise be. Galle, which has many good houses
In it, that are let by the Dutch inhabitants at low
rents, 1s delightfully situated on a rocky promontory,
projecting some distance into the sea; and behind
1t there are some finely wooded hills, but one in
particular stands so near to the fortifications, as in
some measure to command part of them, and, for the
safety of the place, it ought to have a strong redoubt
constructed upon it.

For several years, and whilst the Dutch held the
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sea coast only, the Governors, as 1 have before
stated, résided at Galle, and therefore did much to
improve and embellish it ; but it has for a long time
past been greatly neglected, and its importance may
probably not be remembercd until it is apprehended
that it might fall into the hands of an enemy, who
would consider its conquest as a first step towards
the reduction of the whole island ; or till -its value
as a station for steamers, and its consequent 1n-
creasing commerce may bring it into notice. |

I have made thé first of these rem ks in the
hope of attracting attention to a matter of such vast
importance as that of our continuing to possess the
dominion of Ceylon ; for I fully coincide in opinion
with that enlightened and judicious writer, “ Phila-
lethes,”’ that, perhaps, the territorial sovereignty of
India may hereafter be wrested from this country,
in the fluctuations to which that part of the world
has always been more particularly liable; but
should ever this catastrophe occur, still the posses-
sion of Ceylon will, in a commercial and maritime
point of view, be no inadequate compensation for
the loss. For as commercial superiority must
always be associated with that of maritime pre-
ponderance in the great Indian ocean, the loss of
our Indian commerce would not follow that of the
territorial sovereignty. As long as we possess that
great naval power 1n the west, which is‘likel-y to be
coeval with our present free government, the har-
bours of Trincomalie and Galle will, more than
any thing else, favour the permanence of the same
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power in the east. The dominion of the land may
be more gratifying to the thirst of military distine-
tion, but 1t is dominion of the sea which alone can
afford security to commercial enterprise. The
Portuguese might covet Ceylon, from the wide
field which it offered for the propagation of the
Romish religion ; the Dutch might grasp at the
possession with no less avidity, from its inexhaust-
ible supply of cinnamon, spices of all kinds, and
preclous stones; but in a political point. of view, it
must be more particularly valuable to Great Britain,
from its tendency to perpetuate her maritime supe-
riority in the east. But, at the same time, I trust
that, in the wise councils and magnanimous policy of
Great Britain, moral considerations will not be
overlooked in the midst of great colonial or political
views, and that she will make her sovereignty of
Ceylon contribute to the increase of civilization, to
the encouragement of knowledge, the diffusion of
Christian benevolence, and the consequent aug-
mentation of the general happiness. .

The district of Galle is certainly one of the
finest parts of this valuable island; its climate is
particularly. good and pleasant; and the same may
be sald of the country extending from Negombo
even to Hambentotte ; a vast tract, containing soil
of different qualities, and well adapted for various
kinds of agricultural pursuits; but almost all of ‘it
towards Hambentotte may be looked upon as a
desert, being covered chiefly with low-growing
jungle, infested by wild beasts. The former once
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cleared, and the latter expelled, what an extent of
land is here for settlers possessing some capital to
covet ; for here they can get men, not slaves, to
work or labour for them at a cheap rate; say
for . coolies employed as porters, &c. twenty-seven
shillings per month, and those for agricultural pur-
poses still less, they finding themselves in e?ery'
thing ; and if additional numbers of work people
are required at a future period, and as the country
advances in agriculture and commercial improve-
ments, why should not the hardy natives of Africa,
especially those captured in slavers, and those to be
had on the coasts of Mozambique and Zanguebar,
be encouraged and assisted by (Government to im-
prove their condition in life, by emigrating to
Ceylon ; and let the Christian and philanthropist
contemplate the benefit they would be conferring
upon these poor creatures, in thus liberating them
from that slavery and wretchedness to which they
are subjected in their own land, and in giving them
an opportunity of becoming free indeed, by em-
bracing Christianity, surrounded in Ceylon by what
to them would be comparative comforts and abun-
dance. As these men require to be better and
more substantially fed than the natives of Ceylon,
it would, therefore, be necessary that their wages or
hire should be higher, and in proportion to the
work or labour which they are capable of per-
forming. |

The thermometer in this part of the island, as I
am Informed by those who have long resided here,
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had been noted as low as 73 degrees, and it was
never known to have been higher than 85° or 860,
- Fruits of all kinds were even at that period in great
abundance, but various other kinds have been
added, and the cultivation of most of them much
improved, as I find from Mr. Bennett’s Manual of
Useful Information, already spoken of ; he mentions
the mangosteen, originally introduced by the Dutch ;
the ramboutan ; nam-nam, introduced from Malacea ;
rose apple, from Java, partaking of the smell and
Havour of a moss-rose ; sour-sop ; roussail grapes,
purple and white ; of these Mr. Bennett introduced
seven sorts, from Teneriffe and Mauritius. In my
time, they could only be brought to perfection at
Jaffna, where even now they make wine little infe-
rior to the best Madeira. ZLo-guat, of an agreeable
sub-acid flavour, the flower has the exquisite
perfume of the hawthorn blossom ; star apple;
limonia trifoliata ; English and Persian melons ;
Canary almond, a sweet and delicious nut ; lemons,
not indigenous; limes were, however, always abun-
dant; bladder cherry, brought from the Cape of
Good Hope ; pomegranate; figs, they were abun-
dant indeed in the Government-house garden at
Galle, but, from my not knowing how to manage
them, they were good for nothing ; lovi-lovi ; straw-
berries and mulberries ; stripe-leaved pine apple, in-
troduced by Mr. Bennett, from the Mauritius;
the Mandarin orange, the wampi, and the Marsan
apple.

The following are indigenous— pine apple, of
which there arc several varieties; the orange, the
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rind is of a deep green-colour, when perfectly ripe,
and in flavour this most cooling and delicious fruit
is quite equal to the best St. Michael or Barbary.
orange; the shaddock or pumplenose, an excellent
fruit; a smaller species of shaddock 1s the for-
bidden fruit of the West Indies; the Guava grows
wild, and is in the greatest abundance ; papaw, jar
plum, wood apple, wmangoes; custard apple, very
like an artificial custard ; the swect sop, bilimbeing,
koang, tamarind, Pharaok’s fig, and jack frui,
a very large fruit, the pulp used in curries, and the
seeds, when roasted, are not unlike chesnuts;
rattan fruit, the kattamba, generally liked ; the
wiereloo or olive, very like the common olive;
Caffrarian lime, used by the natives for cleansing
their hair 3 Cachew apple ; and plantain, of which
there are several kinds, most of them excellent, and
greatly prized as most wholesome fruit.

The whole of the indigenous fruits of Ceylon are
produced in the greatest abundance, and can be
purchased for a mere trifle. I ought bere, how-
ever, also to mention that poultry at Galle are
very cheap, viz. geese (taking the rix-dollar at
1s. 9d.), usually sell for is. each; ducks, 1s. per
pair ; Muscovy ducks, 15.2d. per pair ; turkies (most
of which come from Matura, and are very large
and fine) about 8d. each; pea-fowl, 1s. 3d. per
pair ; common fowl, 8d. per pair; there are some °
other kinds of -fowls, such as the Malay, &e. &e.;
also several kinds of pigeons, all sold at equally
cheap rates. Mr. Bennett also mentions, in his
very useful Manual, that Ceylon bullocks, which
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are very small, may be purchased for about thirty
to forty shillings each and cows for less; (we
always looked upon buffalo beef as detestable, and
scarcely fit for making soup). Jaffna sheep (seldom.
good) at three, four, or five shillings each ; Bengal
sheep (which, after being well and expensively fed
on grain, afford delicious mutton), and kids vary
in price according to the demand for them ; but I
have known the former, when brought, on great
~ occasions, to table, to have cost the entertainer,
between the original price and feeding, fully half-a.
guinea per pound. Now, however, sheep, espe-
cially those from the Cape of Good Hope, which
thrive remarkably well, have been greatly multiplied
in Ceylon, so that mutton for common use can be
had on very reasonable terms; and I perfectly
agree with Mr. Bennett, that too much cannot be
said in favour of the fish of Ceylon, particularly of
the Seir-fish and soles; to make sauce for which,
prawns, from six to eight inches in length, and
oysters and shrimps, are in great abundance, excel-
lent of their kinds, and very cheap. - "

I have dwelt more particularly upon these heads
than I intended, but my object in doing so 18 to
shew persons intending to become settlers 1in
Ceylon, how they may regulate their expenditure
~according to their means, or the capital they may
take out.with them; and they can thus be enabled
to draw their conclusions, whether Ameriea,
Australia, New Zealand, or Ceylon, holds out most
advantages to emigrants, especlally of a better
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““ As when a weary traveller, that strays
By muddy shore of broad seven-mouthed Nile,
Unweeting of the perilous wandering ways,
Doth meet a cruel erafty crocodile.” —~SrENSER.

NATIVE WORKFPEOQPLE AT GALLE—AMUSEMENTS-——GOVERN-
MENT HﬂUEEﬂ AT GALLE—TIGERS CLOSE TO THE WALLS— .
SUBMERGED CITIES—CORAL GATHERERS—ADVENTURES 1IN
THE WILDERNESS BEYOND HAMBENTOTTE—ORANGE TREES
—REMARKE—WHITE ANTS—FURTHER ACCOUNT OF THE
PRETENDER—HE I8 SENT OFF TQO THE ISLE OF FRANCE—
IMPORTANT OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.

IT ought now to be mentioned, that the
Singalese are very neat and ingenious workmen,
and that they can imitate, with great exactness, any
thing given them as apattern, especially in ivory,
brass, iron, or wood. Of the latter they have
several excellent and valuable kinds, (for an account
of them I have again to refer the reader to Mr.
Bennett’s Manual) particularly what is called
calamander ; the roots of which are very hard and
more beautifully variegated than any other wood I
have ever seen. Of this they make handsome
dressing and work boxes, inlaid with ivory, tortoise-
shell, or ebony ; which are so well known_ that the
crews and passengers of vessels touching at Galle
“always purchase them as presents for their friends

)
!
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at home; this they can the better afford to do, as
they arc usually sold at very reasonable prices.

Quantitics of jewellery and unset precious stones
are also to be procured here from the Moormen,
who are the principal dealers in them; such as
catseye, ruby, topaz, sapphire, tourmalin, and
cinnamon-stone-—all of them found in Ceylon.
Their gold work is well executed in appearance,
but it is by no means durable, and most of the
stones sold to strangers have flaws in them, or are
otherwise imperfect. There are, however, elegant
and expensive rose chains, as they are called, of
very pure gold, made, I believe, in the province of
Jaffna only, which are always got from thence by
persons who intend to make handsome presents. It
would surprisc a European artist to see the few,
simple, yet efficient tools and apparatus used by

Singalese artisans.
There can also be had many really good articles

of furniture, which are manufactured here by the
natives, of different kinds of wood, but chiefly from
that of the Jack-tree, which looks like inferior
mahogany-~-they are sold very cheap, so much so,
that it would be absurd to think of bringing out
furniture to Ceylon from England.

T he Singalesc are, besides, excellent tailors, ladies’
dress-makers, washermen, &ec. &ec.

I hope I may be excused for likewise mentioning,
that I believe no people in the world have so few
amusements as the Singalese ; indeed they are not
worth describing : but the Moormen are the most



08 AMUSEMENTS,

surprisingly expert people I ever heard of, in flying
paper kites ; and here this is not the amusement of
children only, but also of men. They never, as we
do, put long tails to them, yet they contrive to
make them ascend to a great height, and to perform
many curious but particularly circular evolutions,
and to dart with surprising velocity in all directions,
even coming down almost to the ground, and
instantly going up again as high as before, and
there remaining perfectly steady. ‘These people
make also what are called pellet-bows ; with which,
after a little practice, almost any one can shoot with
great precision. I have seen a small ball of dried
clay, sent from a considerable distance by one of
them, go through a large earthen chatty or pitcher,
full of water, carried upon a girl’s head ; and the
water, to her great surprise, pour all over her very
lightly attired person, without her being aware
what could have been the cause, until she saw the
aperture made in her chatty. This was sometimes
the amusement of our young gentlemen, particularly
during the heat of the day; but I never knew an
instance when the poor girl was allowed to go
home without being more than sufficiently paid for
her chatty.

At Galle there are two excellent Government
houses, with good gardens attached to them, of
which the Commandant has his choice. One of
them is called the King’s house, and the other the
Commandant’s. 1 at present occupy the former,
which is large, and contains several spacious and
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lofty rooms. The room in which [ now sit is 132
feet long by 38 wide; but it can be divided, by
large folding doors, into three apartments, yet it
18 only one quarter of the basement of the building ;
which, like many other old mansions in other’ parts
of the world as well as in this, is said to be haunted.
Here, the reputed ghost is that of an old fat Dutch
Colonel, who died many years ago, when Com-
mandant of Galle; and his spurs (he having been
2 knight) still hang up in the church upon a finely
decked escutcheon. I have not as yet had a visit
from M Von Hagel; but I attribute this to its
heing known, that I have always loaded pistols in
my bed-room, which is that in which he is said
to have died. My servants are, however, sadly
~alarmed at the stories they have heard, and talk of
strange noises, which I know are occasioned by the
large bats, which, as we sleep with our windows
open, fly in and out of the rooms all night long. I
have stated that I always keep loaded pistols in my
bed-room to scare away ghosts, and I have good
reason for so doing; as I once upon a time, got a
sound drubbing from a strong flesh and blood ghost
at Charles Fort, Kinsale, in Ireland, where there is
a famous ghost-room, of which it became my lot to
be the occupant. I also have not forgotten how
completely I was plundered by thieves in this very
house, soon after my arrival in the island.

Being desirous of making the reader still better

acquainted —especially should heintend tobe a settler
. ""'-With Whﬂ.f he hac ta miako 1113 hiic e ed £ morm omm oo & e
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in this most interesting country; (andl must% say that
the more 1 see of it, the more I am pleased ;Y. I ought
to inform him, that the months of February and
March are here the hottest of the year; for_t};f: winds
do not blow so steadily as during the other ten.
Almost daily, during these two months, dark and
heavy looking clouds gather around us, and the Sk}:
assumes every appearance of a coming thunder-
storm. Usually we have a few loud peals, sueceeded
by a fall of rain such as would astonish any ene who
was never before in an inter-tropical country; and
1t should be remembered, that Galle 1s little more
than six degrecs from the equator. The air, if it
had before been over-heated, 1s thus instantly
reduced to an agreeable temperature. ‘I'he nights
also continuc to be cool and pleasant, and: the
mornings and ecvenings admit of our taking‘r;‘- our
usual exercises or amusements.

I was the other day much surprised when told,
that a Tiger was caught, in a trap which had been
set for him, not quite a mile from the walls of
Galle ; for I had no 1dea, though the jungle comes
in some places to within half a mile of them, that
they would venture so near 1n such a populous
country. The natives, who came to acquaint me
with what had occurred, requested that I would go
along with them to see the animal, as, according to
their account, he had carried off, within the last
three weeks, no less than six children, ~ The tigers,
or as théy are called, chittaws, are not by any
“means to be compared with the Royal Tigers of the
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continent of India, either in size or courage; yet
they must be formidable foes to encounter. I am
also informed by respectable persons, that they are
constantly carrying off children, young cattle, or
buffaloes, when they can do so unohserved; and
that not less than twenty children have been
snatched away, within the last fifteen months, in
this neighbourhood. ‘The'--pe(}ple ‘are, In conse-
quence, always on the alert, to shoot or take them
in pits or traps, which they prepare with much
Ingenuity, baiting them with pariah or almost wild
dogs; but they have the humanity to place them in
the traps or pits so secured that the tigers cannot
get at them to:devour them ; the dogs are, however,
known to have sometimes died from terror alone.

~ We are given to understand, that under the sea,
and to the westward of (zalle, there have at times

been seen the ruins of towns, &c. long submerged :
- at all events, vast quantities of whitish coral, grow-
ing in the form of flowers, and branches or roots of
trees, most of them being very beautiful in appear-
ance under watcr, may be found in that direction.
But, according to tradition, some thousands of years
ago, a vast portion of Ceylon, containing many large
and populous cities. sunk down in a great convulsion
of nature; . ittes,1t 1s pretended, may still at
times be seen .. water. 'This, most probably,
ought only to be looked upon as a perverted or
fabulous account of the occurrences at the deluge,
orally conveyed from one generation to another since
that period. I am, however, told by my friend Mr.
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M —, who has long resided in the island, that there
are 1u the possession of the priests of a few of the
more ancient temples, memorials written upon almost
imperishable talipot leaves, in an old character,
which are descriptive of this wonderful event. These,
if rendered into English, would amuse the curious
and credulous, and be suitable to the taste.of the
- present day, when tales of awful and strange occur-
rences of all kinds, are so greedily swallowed by the
reading multitude, I find these remarks among my
memoranda, taken at this time, and I accordingly
give them here; but the legend of the submerged
cities 18 repeated in Major Forbes’ ¢ Eleven Years
in Ceylon.”

Some natives had for weeks past; been requesting
that I would allow them to procure a quantity of the
beautiful coral to which I have just alluded, to
make what is here called chunam ; which is lime
produced by burning the coral. Part of this they
sell to be chewed along with tobacco, betel, and
areka nuts ; and part to be used as common lime to
white-wash their houses, which gives them a remark-
ably clean and neat appearance. Having a boat at
‘my command, 1 often, and very successfully, amuse
myself in fishing around the rocks; but for some
days past I have gone out in the morning with
coral gatherers; who thus proceed in gathe:
and in this method I think it likely that they
originally istructed by the Dutch or Port}uguese.
The coral ‘being seén some feet beneath in the
water, with its head, as it were, turned downwards,
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two strong pieces of wood, crossing each other at
right angles, are let down with a heavy lump or bar
of iron fixed at the centre, or part where the pieces
of wood meet ; and at the end of the pieces of wood
there is a sort of net, made of strong cord. The
gatherers move about from place to place, in order
that the nets may come in contact with the branches
of coral, which are broken off by the wood or iron
bar, when they usually fall into or become en-
tangled in the nets. Where the water is not deep,
long poles are used with the same kind of net-work
~ attheir ends ; and thus they contrive to bring up a
considerable gquanti{y in the course of a few days.
According to an ancient Dutch custom, they offered
to pay me, as commandant, a certain sum ; (and
no doubt, they had supposed I went out to look after
my share) ; but I begged leave, on this occasion, to
decline exercising my right.

The following story will give the reader a correct
idea of a part of Ceylon ; but, unless I had known
the officer who met with such wonderful mishaps,
and were fully convinced of the truth of what I am
about to relate, I would not have ventured to do so.
The hero of my tale is Licut.-Colonel Hardy, De-
puty-Quarter-Master-General of Ceylon, who, after
a residence of eighteen years in the island, has just
returned to England. |

A short time before his departure, (according to
my memoranda), he went to Galle to superintehd
the removal of detachments to Trincomalie in
country boats, and as the soldiers composing them
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were volunteers from the regiments ordered home,
and were very drunken and disorderly, he thought
1t requisite to accompany them part of the way, in
one of the boats which he had reserved for himself.
Towards sunset, whenqhe found that the soldiers
had become in some degree sober and more quiet,
he made for the shore, intending to land at a place
about five or six miles to the eastward of Hamben-
totte—Mr. Farrell's abode—and to walk thither.
He went on shore with a bottle of brandy in his
hand, which he had brought with him, and having
~ also a small valise, which held a change of clothes,
- he wanted onc of the native boat-men to accompany
him, for the purpose of carrying it; but, to his
surprise, not one of them would do so; and pnshing
off the boat, they left the greatly astonished Colonel
alone on the sea shore, to shift for himself. But in
place of being, as he supposed, only five miles from
Hambentotte, he was, as they well knew, five-and-
twenty, and in one of the wildest and least fre.
quented parts of the island.
Having no idea where he was, he set off, bottle in

hand, and carrying his valise under his arm. The

sun was about to set in its usual splendour ; it soon

did so, and in a few minutes it became almost dark.

He did not recollect the teatures of the country

through which he was passing—he had not come, as

he expected, to a river which he knew lay in his
way; nor could he imagine, well as he was ac-
quainted with the geography of Ceylon, where he
was. 'The night now became quite dark, and he
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heard all around him the roaring or growling of
wild beasts, and the howling and barking of jackals
or of pariah dogs. Before he had gone far, the moon
arose, giving only an uncertain light, but which
enabled him to see, though indistinctly, from the
thickness of the jungle, and the obstruction of a few
tall trees, that the path before him was occupied by
elephants. To retrace his steps, from where he
supposed himself to be, was out of the question, and
to remain all night where he was, he felt convinced
would be certain destruction. Having therefore
nothing else for it, he made up his mind to endea-
vour to pass them. While he was doing so they
perceived and pursued him ; but, fortunately, he had
then got farther than the part of the path in which
they were ; yet as they run fast, and easily make
their way through the thickest jun ale, he was obliged,
in order to escape, to throw away his valise ; and he
was delighted to see that they stopped to look at,
and turn it over with their trunks—thus giving him
an opportunity to make off.

After several strange adventures, and very narrow
escapes from buffaloes, other gigantic elephants, &c.
(but how he had succeeded in doing so he could not
well tell), he mow perceived through the trees two
large black objects, moving in the very narrow path
just before him; and here he had again no alter-
native, but if possible to pass in the same way that
he had passed the elephants. They soon saw or
heard him ;: and to his horror he found himself 1n a
moment almost within the grasp of {two large terrific
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bears, which instantly made at him, and in so furious
a manner, that he had scarcely time to call upon
God to save him! By some means or other, he
cluded the hug of the first bear : but he was hope-
less of being able to avoid or escape from the claws
and frightful teeth displayed in the extended jaws
of the second,—when a kind of impulse, for which he
could not account, caused him to raise his arm, and
to aim a blow at the monster with the bottle which
he still held in his hand. This, striking against the
teeth of the animal, was dashed to pieces with a
great crash, and the brandy flying into the mouth
and eyes of the astonished bear, so frightened him
as well as his companion, that, growling loudly, they
both made off into the jungle.

Thus wonderfully preserved, he again set off, and
ran and walked as fast as his legs could carry him;
but after many equally narrow escapes, especially
from some terrific buffaloes, which he fell in with
near a pond, he could not perceive, to his greatly
increased astonishment and alarm, (for he expected
to have reached Hambentotte long before), any
likelihood of a termination to his dangers and la-
bours. He was now, moreover, almost naked ; his
clothes and cven his flesh being torn off him in
forcing his way through the thick, prickly, and in
many places almost impassable jungle. At length,
having walked or run, as he calculated, more than
twenty miles, he came to the bank of aflarge river
or pond, of which he had by moonlight but a faint
recollection ; and, being completely exhausted in
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both body and mind, he threw himself down in
despair and covered with blood, close to the root of
a large tree, which stood very near the water’s edge,
and which, from weakness, he was unable to ascend.
But, strange to say, he there fell into a profound
sleep ; and God only knows, how he could have been
preserved from the wild animals, snakes, &ec. which
must have seen him lying in such a helpless state,
upon the ground, during the remainder of the
night; yet the greatest wonder is, that the alligators,
with which the large pond or rather lake abounds,
did not devour him !

He awoke—or, what is more likely, recovered
from a kind of swoon-—about sun-rise ;. soon found
the path that leads to the ford, about half a mile
higher up the Mallell¢ river, (it was upon the bank
of the lake which it forms at its mouth that he had
thrown himself down), where he crossed 1t, and,
after about two hours walk, through a country with
which he was well acquainted, he at last reached -
Mr. Farrell’s house. But, unlike men in general
who have been so awfully situated, and exposed to
such imminent dangers, he said but little of what
had happened to him, and only begged for a bath
and clothes; and that a Dhooly (or sort of
palanquin used for the removal of sick soldiers),
might be got ready for him, in which, after a few
hours rest, he returned to Galle, on his way to
Colombo.

I hope I may be pardoned for observing, that
nature. even in her simplest garb, is, in my opinion,
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far more engaging than the finest specimens of art
to be seen in the largest manufactories or com.
mercial cities. We soon become tired of constantly
looking at what science enables men to produce,
and of mixing in the gayest scenes in soclety ; but
In a country like this, wherein nature displays her-
self iIn such wonderful magnificence and endless
variety, whether in animals, insects, birds, or
vegetable productions, new objects are constantly
presentmng themselves to our view and admiration.
It however requires, that we should possess an
innate taste for such lofty enjoyments, or else, like
the creations of art, they become to a certain degree
tiresome, at least to a soul-less person. I remember
an old mercantile friend of mine assuring me, that
he considered the busy, bustling crowd, moving to
and fro, and mixing with carriages, waggons, carts,
&c. in  Argyle-street, Glaspow, especially about
noon, as the finest sight in the world— such ic taste
produced by habit, _

Among the many beautiful and splendid trees *
to be seen in this neighbourhood, there are none
that delight me more than the orange; not so much
on account of their fine fruit, as for their beautiful
sweet-smelling flowers, an thmagreeable verdure
of their leaves; and in no part of the world have

I beheld them in greater perfection than. here. Wo

read of an orange tree, which was growing in

France, in youthfyl vigour, and Chvered with

* For a list of Ceylon trees, sce Mr. Bennett’'s Manual,
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flowers after it had been in the ground for many
centuries. There was another shewn at Versailles
before the Revolution,—and 1 believe 1t is there
still, —called the Great Bourbon. It was seized
with the estates of the Constable of Bourbon in the
year 1523, and was then the finest tree in I'rance,
and supposed to- have been at the time sixty or
seventy vears old. ‘l'here were then, also, at
Fontainebleau some other orange trees, that were
fine even in the time of Ifrancis the First. But
when I look around me here, and make all due
allowance for the superior vegetative powers of the
~ ¢limate of Ceylon, I am in amazement at the beauty
and splendour of many of them, now bearing ripe
‘and unripe fruit, the most fragrant flowers and
verdant leaves, all at the same time. 1 observe,
however, that they seem to have arrived at the
greatest perfection in situations where they are
partially protected or shaded by more loity trees of
a different kind, but apparcntly of the same age as
themselves. The other day, I asked a respectable
Singalese the age of some of the orange trees
growing near his house. He replied, that he could
not tell, nor could his father or grandfather; that
formerly they made a good deal of money by selling
oranges to the ships which came regularly to Galle;
but at present they were of little or no value to
him, as he hag, not been able to dispose of them for
.several years pést, and it had been much the same
with all kinds of fruit. Would it not be well to
. inquire if commerce has increased at Colombo, or
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elsewhere, in proportion as that of Galle has _-
diminished ?>—1 find this question in my note-book,
and 1 feel convinced it would be most desirable that
1t were answered in the present day; and also,
whether it be wise policy to exact high port and
other charges or duties upon exports and imports?
. Much as has been said by able writers respecting
those wonderful and instructive insects, ants ; and
although I do not pretend to be able to add any
thing new or more interesting, yet I hope I may be
excused for observing, that I have for days past
been amused in watching the termination of the
career of communities of white ants, which here do
such incalculable mischief to houses, &ec. They
are now taking flicht from their curious abodes, In
amazing swarms ; but, after a very short enjoyment
of their wings, they fall to the ground in thousands,
and die; indeed, many of them seem to be dead
even before they reach it. It is really wonderful
to see how soon this description of ants disappear
after they take wing; in doing which, if seen at a
short distance from where they issue from the
ground, they more resemble a cloud of dark coloured |
smoke than any thing else to which I can compare
them. They ascend to a considerable height ;
~there they apparently delight in the power their
- wings have conferred, but it is for a very brief
period; for down they soon fall te the ground.”
Hundreds of birds, attracted to the spot, and other
“kinds of insects, devour multitudes of them ; 80 that
by the following morning, scareely a vestige of the
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enormous swarm is to be seen! How wonderfully,
I may truly say, are the ways and works of the
Almighty displayed in this strange and most inter-
esting country :—and how much I have cause to
regret that the thieves who stole my clothes, &c. on
my first landing here, deprived me also of my
microscope, from which I expected to have derived
s0 much instruction and amusement. I have been
obliged to send to England for another.

[ am informed, that a certain caste of the
natives of Ceylon; as well as 1n some parts
of India, make curries of white ants, and con-
‘sider them a great treat. I have eaten and even
relished frogs ;7 1 have tasted snails at the strong
recommendation of a French lady, without being
much disgusted with them; but I have not as
yet taken a fancy for ants.

I before mentioned, that a Pretender to the crown
of Kandy had been put into the stocks at Badulla;
but I then little expected, that he was to be brought
from thence under a strong guard, and delivered
into my charge, in order to his being sent to the
Isle of France. He was sentenced to die by a
Court-martial ; but the Governor had no intention
of carrying the sentence into effect. It being, how-
ever, most desirable towards insuring public tran-
quillity, that correct information should be obtained

. from bim upeswcertain points, I received instruc-

tions to a,ungunc_e his parden ; but previously to do
every thing I could to elicit the truth from him.

Knowing that sta!> or pomp has great effect
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upon the people of the East, I assembled at the
King's house most of the military in garrison, a
number of native Headmen, &c. to be present
when he should be brought before me out of the
prison, in which he had the previous day been
lodged under a guard of Malays. - I now, therefore,
ordered a British guard to take charge of and
escort him to the large room, where I, with such
attendants as were thought necessary, was to receive
him. IHe seemed to have suspected what the sen-
tence of the Court-martial was, and most hkely
concluded that he was now brought out to o0
through the last scene in which he was to perform
a part in this world. He, however, continued firm,
and did not betray the slightest fear or weakness.

He was a well looking man, about twenty-eight
years of age, with an expressive countenance, and
most penetrating eyes; and though he was in irons,
and had only a dirty cotton cloth tied round his
walst, reaching down to his knees, yet he looked a
person of consequence.

1 first directed every one but the Garrison Staff
Officer, the interpreter and prisoner, to withdraw.
I then asked him if he would faithfully answer such
questions as werc put to him ; for upon his doing
so his living or dying might depend. He said he
was willing and ready to answer any questions put
to him. I acquainted him that there was a ship
lying at anchor in the bay; and asked him whether
he would prefer going a certain distance in her, to a
country where he would be well treated, or to
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undergo the sentence of death pronounced by the
Court-martial. His fate, however, entirely de-
pended upon his being candid, and telling the whole
truth, He again said that he was ready to answer

all my questions.
My instructions from Colombo contained those

that were most essential, which being put to him, he
seemed delighted, and expressed the greatest wil-
lingness to reply to them. My surprise, however,
was great, when he told me, that the person I seemed
s0 anxious to find—That is to say, the old Pretender,
(who, it was believed, had caused the late rebellion
of nearly three years duration, and who had hitherto
eluded our search and vigilance) was, when he was
sent off from Badulla, actually a prisoner there in
charge of a military guard. He at the same time
solemnly declared, it was that very man who had
encouraged him to assume what he had been taught
to consider as his birth-right; but he was now well
aware that he had induced him to doso in order to ruin
him, as he knew well his claims to the Kandyan
throne; for he—the prisoner—was the nephew of
Ramissami, &c. whom, he said, the British had endea-
voured to make king of Kandy, about the period when
Major Davie’s people were massacred. He then en-
tered minutely into particulars, to prove all he said of
the old Pretender to be correct ; and also named two
Kandyan ladies~and two Headmen, employed by us in
the Kandyan Provinces, who could prove beyond a
doubt that Wilbawe, as he called the prisoner at Ba-
dulla, was the old Pretender. Inconclusion, headded,

AT T T
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that he had now told the whole truth, and that he
was greatly influenced to do so, in order to be re-
venged upon the villain who had induced him to set
himself up as king, with the treacherous intention
of betraying and rumning him. ‘That this Wilbawé
is the illegitimate son of Rajah Singha ; that he has
a younger brother in Bintene, who, he has no doubt,
if even the elder is cut off, will one day set himself
up as king.

- How far this story may be true or false, I cannot
pretend to say, but I have just sent off a copy of his
deposition ; and by daylight to-morrow morning the
unlucky prisoner, Coomarasami, starts for the Isle of
France ; from whence he 1s not likely ever Yo return.

Whatever claim any of these men may have had
to the Kandyan throne, the extraordinary docu-
ments, which the reader will find in the Appendix,*
had completely annulled them. They will there-
fore, I think, be read with interest by many, even
in the present day. It is, however, well known
that there were two or three of the great Headmen
who had signed the proclamatlon butespecially Eyhe-
lapola, who expected to have been made king by Sir
Robert Brownrigg, in place of Rajah Singha, who
was dethroned for his cruelties to his subjects, and
for barbarously mutilating some people claiming our
protection ; and it is more than probable, that Ey-
helapola might have accomplished ~his object, had
he only possessed some degree of firmness. It would
have been easy for him to have taken the Governor,

¥ Bee Appendix J. K. L.
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Lady Brownrigg, and all their attendants, prisoners,
" while they were travelling for pleasure, and to see
~ various parts of the interior, without, I may say,
any kind of escort, when the rebellion suddenly broke
out. They were at the time only a few miles from
where Eyhelapola, having assembled around him
about three thousand armed Kandyans, had com-
menced the insurrection, by depriving a Dissave of
his high appointment; but in place of proceeding
with the requisite determination, he became alarmed
at what he had done, and went in pretended humi-
lity, but, numerously attended, to submit himself to
the Governor, who, it may well be supposed, under
guch cwcumstances, had to appear perfectly satisfied
with what he had done. But had this really clever
and influential Chief only acted in this instance as
he might, and ought for his own interest and views
to have done, and taken Sir Robert and Lady Brown-
rigo prisoners ; and then dictated, as the condition
of their liberation, his being raised to royalty, it 1s
impossible to say what might have been the result
of such a bold, and, in his case, necessary a measure.
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““ The sun has lost his rage: his downward orb
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth,
And vital lustre, that, with various ray,
laghts up the clouds, those beauteous robes of heaven.

. : . . Broad below,

Cover'd with ripening fruits, and swelling fast

Into the perfect year, the pregnant carth,

And all her tribes rejoice. Now the soft hour

Of walking comes: for him who lonely loves .

To seck the distant hills, and there converse

With Nature. ' : : . ”—THOoMSON,

A SUBALTERN'S LIFE IN THE INTERIOR, IN 1820—REMARKS

UPON THE STATE OF RELIGION, AND THE EDUCATION OF
PALM TREES, THEIR GREAT USEFUL-

THE SINGALESE
NESS—STRANGE EFFECTS OF LAND~WIND —TOTUGH STORIES—

MATURA, A DESCRIPTION OF IT—DONDRA HEAD, RUINS
THERE--NOON AND EVENING IN A TROPICAL COUNTRY—
CEYLON NIEHTIHGALE*—FIRE-FLIES'—-REM&RKS.

In order farther to illustrate the ways or doings
of, as well as the life led by some Europeans in this
Interesting country, I must treat the reader with a
few extracts from a letter, which” I have just
recelived from a worthy sub., a friend of mine, who
commands a post in the interior, where he has been
stationed for some time past. The soldiers he has
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under him are all Caffres, of the 2d Ceylon Regi-
ment, except one European, his servant. He tells me
he cannot spend money, as nothing can be pro-
cured for it from the Kandyans, who seem scarcely
to know its use or value. The only expense he
incurs, is in purchasing wine, brandy, tea, and
siigar, which are sent up to him from Colombo,
by a Parsee merchant, every two months. What
he gets as rations, and the presents he recelves
from the kind and obliging people, amply supply his
table; and a few minutes walk with his gun, at-
tended by a pariah dog, which he has tamed, enables
him to bring home pea and jungle fowl; but if he
“is at any time very particular, he can without much
difficulty, shoot a deer or elk in the forest. The
~-only returns he can make the Kandyans are pre-
sents of long picces of white calico, of which he
occasionally gets i1p several webs from Colombo,
parts of which form complete dresses for both ladies
and gentlemen, by being simply rolled round their
waists, and allowed to hang down to their knees.
Yet, without being inflaenced by such presents,
they almost daily bring him plenty of fowls for
curries, &c. and eggs and buffalo milk ; so that in
point, of eating and drinking he is not by any means
to be pitied.

He is obliged to deny himself the pleasure of
reading much_at a time, lest he should get too fast
through his*very limited supply of books; and as
every thing has to be carried up the country fto
him, a distance of about eighty miles, by coolies,
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the weight of books becomes a serious matter. His
principal amusement, as he is but little of a sports--
man, 1s the cultivation of his garden, in which he
grows potatoes, and various kinds of vegetables ;
but what he chiefly prides himself upon is, that he
can sometimes treat himself to a well-rounded
cabbage, raised from Cape or ELnglish seed.
When, however, he wants a superior kind to what
his garden produces, he has only to cut down a
cocoa-nut tree, the top of which affords him a large
dish of excellent cabbage; but he considers it a
pity to destroy so valuable a tree for such a pur-
pose. He represents the scenery around him to be
both wild and beautiful, and he has plenty of time
for contemplation. Some of his amusements are
even boyish and laughable ; such as pelting sticks
and stones at the large bearded monkeys, that often
stare at him in surprise from the tops of lofty trees.
While he thus impertinently contrives to irritate
them, which it is not difficult to do, they, in
revenge for the insult, throw down~at him cocoa.
nuts, by which means he can usually command a
supply. Those mischievous and determined plun-
derers, the jungle-crows, also amuse and plague
him, as they boldly enter his room, stare and caw
at him; and then, before he can prevent them,
snatch away any thing on which they can lay hold.
Their plunder they often carry to the, tops of trees,
to which he, or a Kandyan, has to" ascend, to
recover the articles which the barefaced thieves

have stolen.
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Though he always takes good care to be provided
with loaded fire-arms, and to be fully prepared for
whatever may happen, he is constantly at night
roused and really seriously alarmed by the wild
elephants, which have the presumption to come
even to the door, and attempt to pull down the
docoa-nut trees, which grow around and cven hang
over his sylvan abode ; thus threatening him and
his people with nstant destruction, But, besides
" the tops of the cocoa-nut palms, another strong
temptation, which they cannot withstand, is the
produce of his garden, especially his cabbages and
lettuces. Of these they are so fond, that he is
sometimes literally besicged by the animals ; and
they can seldom be beaten off, before they have
eaten, or trampled under their enormous feet,
almost every thing in his mneatly kept garden.
Upon such occasions, he and all his detachment
have to get up, and put them to flight, by firing
at them, lighting large fires (the materials for
which they have always ready), shouting, and
making all kinds of noises. Ho concludes the
account of his situation and avocations, by saying,
that the attacks of his nocturnal visitors are be-
coming so frequent, that he fears he must give up
his garden ; the produce of which is so enticing to
{hem as to be irresistible.

Some subalterns are kept at such stations for
perhaps twd or three years: indced, many of them,
like Robinson Crusoe, become such ¢ rurals,” that
when relieved, they greatly regret lcaving the
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solitudes and occupations to which they have be-
come habituated. My friend, however, liked his
1solated retreat from the first: but, fortunately for
him, he is not without mental resources ; and he
has now the prospect of being immediately em-
ployed by Sir Edward Barnes, as a superintendent
of the Kandyan road-makers ; and, in order that he
may be able to act efficiently and usefully in that
capacity, he is busily engaged in studying their
language. At present, a narrow, and in many
places, véry wet foot-path, through extensive rice
fields and thick jungle, is the only approach to his
bungalow ; and during the rainy seasons all com-
munication with the head quarters of the district is
frequently cut off by swamps, and a deep and rapid
river.  T'o this very country, however, many parts
of which are so admirably adapted for agricultural
purposes, I may hereafter call the attention of
persons wishing to become settlers in Ceylon.

1 have lately become acquainted with the Church
of England Missionaries, the Rev. Messrs. Mayer
and Ward, who reside with their families about
twelve miles up the country, at a place called Bad-
dagama. I understand that they went there at the
request of some of the more respectable Singalese ;
and they are naturally expecting, under Providence,
the best results from their personal exertions, and
especially from their knowledge of the, language of
the natives. I find that in the year 1812, the
number of nominal Christians in the Galle dis-
trict, was estimated at 57,192 ; and of this number



NOMINAL CHRISTIANS. 121+

the village where these gentlenien reside contained
1,644 ; but the greater part of them were, I have no
hesitation in saying, Christians in name only; for
too many of them had become so with the view - of
securing their lands, and in comphance with an old
Dutch law, by which they would have been forfeited,
had they not professed Christianity. They have
now, however, mixed. up many of the ancient
" heathen religious rites of their ancestors along with
such a proportion of their new religion as answers
their purpose ; but they, or at least most of them,
continue to worship devoutly, or rather to fear, the
host of devils they firmly believe 1n. Although the
shove numbers were, 1 understand, officially returned
to Government, arid although the country is popu-
Tous, yet I have little hesitation in saying that, not
one-tenth of them had more than a very slight 1dea
of Christianity ; and I must, therefore, from the
. formation 1 have obtained from intelligent Head-
men, consider the return to be altogether ridiculous.
But the Singalese have 1n this instance shewn great
readiness to assist these reverend gentlemen 1n
building their houses ; and Government has granted
2,000 rix-dollars towards a church. Mr. Mayer
has, 1 hear, already established six schools for the
. ctruction of boys, and Mrs. Mayer one for girls;
yet, from what I have already seen and heard of the
natives, 1 have no hope that these Missionaries,
zealous as they are, will be able to make any serious
impression upon the adult part of the population of
the maritime provinces: indeed, T would look with tar
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more confidence for success with the Kandyans, who
have probably never heard the name of Christ, than
‘to them. It is by judiciously established and well .
supported schools alone that we can hope to see
any thing accomplished which can be relied upon,
and that with the rising generation only, But how
much and how loudly is every person in the United
Kingdom called upon to aid the many excellent
men who are now proclaiming the glad tidings of
salvation to the benighted people of Her Majesty’s
vast Hastern dominions ; and if we ncglect this im-
portant and indispensable duty we shall undoubtedly,
as a hitherto highly favoured nation, have mueh to
answer for. I made these remarks at the time, and
niy apprehensions of the consequences of our neglect
of this momentous duty have not by any means
been removed, by the information contained in the
annexed document, if it shews correctly all that had
been done up to the year 1835—1I shall, however,
have again to revert to this subject.”

For many miles on both sides of Galle, the cocoa-
nut and other palm trees arrive at the highest state
of perfection; but the usefulness of the cocoa-nut
tree, In particular, is not I believe generally known,
and therefore to this I must request attention. It
affords food, drink, oil for light and other purposes,
and when old enough, it is cut into planks adapted
for house building, and for the construction of a
class of vessels called doneys, which are used in
thesc scas: the trunks arc also made into canoes.

*“Bee Appendix M.
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The coarse fibrous stuff about the nut is spun into
cordage of various kinds, and even cables, which
float in water and are strong enough to hold the
largest ships, are made of it, and found to be very
durable. ‘This stuff is also made into nets and
lines by the fishermen; and the native ships and
vessels have their rigoing of the cordage, and their
sails of a kind of coarse cloth, manufactured from
it Ttis likewise made into beds ; and some of the
inhabitants of the Maldive and other islands in the
Indian Ocean arc even clothed with it. The wood
is also worked up into furniture for the houses of
the more respectable classes of mnatives; and the
various articles of this description are very cheap in
Ceylon. The nut-shells are formed into cups and
other domestic utensils. The houses in general
are thatched with palm-leaves, which are neatly
woven together for this purpose, and they are also
wrought Into mats, sacks, baskets, and brooms. If
s branch is cut off near the top of a particular kind
of palm, an aperturc is thus made, out of which
flows the sap, into a vesscl placed for the purpose of
receiving it: in this place it is called toddy, and 1s
drunk by many persons carly in the morning, before
it is heated or caused to ferment by the powerful
rays of the sun. It then, in some measure, resem-
bles champagne in its effervescent qualities ; and 1s
considered by most people as an agreeable, useful
beverage, fer with some 1t acts as a gentle aperient.
From toddy, sugar and vincgar are made, and
when distilled, vast quantities of a kind of arrack
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are procured from it. Toddy, in a state of fermen-
tation, serves for barm in making bread, &c. In
short, there is no end to what may be said of the
usefulness of these trees ; and the greatest injuries
done to the Kandyans by our troops, during the late
rebellion, were the destruction of the palm-trees
(many of which were wantonly cut down), and lay-

ing waste their rice grounds, by breaking down
the immense mounds or embankments constructed
to retain the water, so cssential in the cultivation of
this grain, and which it must take years to repair
or replace. The effects of this, and consequent
starvation, are still so much felt, that I hear 1t
is common for the people, in the Kandyan pro-
vinces which suffered most, to dispose of their
cattle, many of which had become almost wild 1n
the jungle, for rice, or money to enable them to
purchase it ; so that some gentlemen, who specu-
lated in this way, have become the owners of vast
herds of cattle. A Captain of one of the Regi-
ments told me, the other day, that he had thus
acquired upwards.of 500 head of cows and bullocks,
besides many excellent working buffaloes, which
animals arc chiefly used in Ceylon for agricultural
purposes.

The district of Matura has just been added to that
of Galle; so that my command 1s thus made an
extensive onc; and I have been informed, that 1t
may probably be extended to Hambentotte, and that
I am likely to be stationed here for some time to

come ; but certainly not as an idler—such a cha-
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racter does not suit Sir Edward Barnmes. To this
I have no objection whatever; as the country is not
only very healthy, but also agreeable; and, as I
have at present various amusements in view, as well
as objects of importance to attend to, I intend soon
to visit many parts of it. 1 must, I find, reside
ﬂbcaSional]y at Matura, where therc 1s a most com-
fortable and pleasantly situated Commandant’s house.
Matura stands upon the bank of a fine river, out of
« which, as I am informed by my Staff Officer, or
Aide-de-camp, who was once stationed there, the
alligators often came to steal the ducks or geese feed-
ing on the lawn. -But I am daily becoming anxious
to see more of this really charming country; and
now only wait to finish some business in which I am
engaged, before I set out for Matura, as well as to
visit a part of the district beyond 1t, if I can manage,
at this season, to go so far. In the mean time, 1
think it right to remark that, judging from what I
am told by several persons, upon whose veracity I
can depend, the land wind in this part of the world,
especially about Tangalle, has most surprising and
even ridiculous effects; and it ought to be very care-
fully guarded against. For if a person sleeps ex-
. posed to its influence, it is more than probable that
he will be attacked, if not with violent rheumatism,
at least with severe pains in his bones, or all over
him. 1 do net pretend to say that any instance of*
the kind, wiiich ] have had the power of inquiring
into, has occurred since’ I have been here, but 1t 18
asserted, that some gentlemen have had their hair
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turned quite grey by ibin a single night; and I cer-
tainly had mine most magnificently curled by it, to
the great amusement of several persons swho called
upon me the following day. I asked or two of
them how it could have happened?—  "usual’reply
was—“ 0, it was only the land wind.” But they
even venture to assert, that some persons have had
their faces twisted by it in the most extraordinary
and ridiculous manner; and that the distortions
have been known to remain for weeks or months,
and in some instances to have become permanent.
But with the most perfect safety, we can slecp ox-
posed to the delightfully refreshing sea breezes,
almost without covering of any kind. _‘

By incredulous and cautious persons the following
may be thought a tough story; yet I cannot resist
the temptation (and it is well the reader should be
prepared for what he may expect to hear by and by)
of mentioning, what has just been told me by a friend
of mine, a civilian, holding a high official appoint-
ment, and who is now staying with me. He was
once upon a time travelling through the jungle, some-
where between Batticaloa and Kattrecam, when a
wild boar suddenly attackeéd his palanquin; upon
which the bearers instantly threy it down with him
in 1t, and, along with a servant and some other at-
tendants, fled in the greatest terror, leaving him on
‘the narrow path to the mercy of his assailant. The
side or sliding doors of the palanquid were at the
moment nearly closed; vyet, notwithstanding they

were so, the furious brute contrived to bolt through
a0 - .



th aﬂd as he pwed he toﬂ my frmnﬂ’s leginth

s tusks i in a most dreadfal manner!—I suppose .
ﬁroachmg to incredulity must have *
sxpressed in my countenance ; for, 1 in confirma— '
1 0 wh e asserted, he pulled up his tmum, #
- anc shewed me some deep scars in his leg, whﬂb #
m certainly, -not likely soen to be obhterafped =
~ This is undoubtedly, though true, a staggerer. But __ ﬂi
- my friend Mr. Farrell has now a native servant on o
establishment, who, in a hunting or shooting "
~ excursion, was actually tossed by a furious buffalo
~ up into a tree, in which he stuck fast uphurt, fully
lhlrty feet from the ground; and though, ‘it may
ha well supposed that he was greatly astonished, ‘he
mls delighted at having got off so cheaply! =

~ Passing over the occurrences: of about a month,’
aml matters which ' need not be brought to the |
pader s notice, I find what folhr among my me- . .
“"meranda I now go frequently to Matura for amuse-

~ ment, and change of air and seene. My house there -

o ugond, but I have not as yet occupied it, having - &
hen induced to take up my abode with the Collector,

iwhn 1s a well-informed and most ageeablq,pomﬁ

- mion. The promclal Judge too, evinces as strong

8 &sdaﬂlre to be both fri mdly and sociable, and this,

eﬁe reader should b&mia e, is a matter of consider-

:lbla 1mportance*ege, where society 1s 50 .hmlted

- Matura “%tands  upon a low neck of land ; the
%a, at this %eason, dashing furiously on the beach,
close to one side of it ; and a noble and most beau-

E | river flows gentl} upon the other side. Igom

5 “1__._

i 2. ll'!g

----




128 S MATURA.

3 fleat bridge, there is a fine view df* the river,
which has at its mouth (like most of the rivers I
have already mentioned) very mufh the look of a .
lake. In front, and at the distance of about five
hundred yards, an extensive wood of palm-trees
appears to advantage ; and in the rear of the fort,
there 1s a considerable town mha.blted hy Duteh,
Portuguese, and Singalese; but which :1s. entirely
concealed from the fort by a grove of old and fine
trees of various kinds. The fort itself, whlch“
like Galle, is ornamented and shaded by beautiful
tulip trees, contains only the Commandant’s, the
Judge’s, and the Collector’s houses ; a Church and
barracks for about a hundred soldiers, with good
quarters for officers in proportion. In short, it is
a charming place, sitnated in an enchanting coun-
try, always greatly liked by those stationed there; .
and a settler may rely upon ﬁndmg its meighbour-
hood a perfect paradise to reside mm. |
The road, I may say, the whole way from Galle
to Matura, is good ; running close to the beach, and
occasionally through really fine scenery ; it is also
so well shaded by tall palm-trees, that the rays of
the sun, even at noon, can seldom reach those who
arc travelling along it. Soon after passing a small
village, called Kogal, situated upon the sea shore,
and about nine miles from (yalle, there 1s a large
river, that likewise expands into a Jake, which is
crossed at its mouth in large ferry boats. At
Balligam, more than half-way, there is to be seen a
figure sculptured in a rock, of about ten or twelve
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- feet in herght which is said to be that of Rﬁj&h
"The people tell me that it has stood there for many:
~ hundreds of y&irs ; and upon a.well wpoded hill -
near it is a finely situated temple of great antiquity.
Both are well worthy of a visit, especially the latter,
. as from it there is one of the finest views imaginable, |
mcluding Balligam’s enchanting rocky bay, dotted
with little wooded islands. There is also here a
good rest-house, where I usually breakfast; for
+when travelling in Ceylon, we almost- always take
- with us our eooks and other servants, in order that

we may get along not only independently but also
- comiortably. From thence I send on my servants ;
and having allowed the heat of the day to pass, I
perform the remainder of the journey in the cool of
the evening, on horse-back, and so as to get to Ma-
tura in time for dinner. It may be very convenient,
and to the taste of some people, to be carried in a
*"pelanquin, but I cannot endure it, as it invariably
heats me exceedingly; so much so, that I intend
- never to submit to the annoyance it occasions,
uniess I am obliged to take a long and rapid journey.

About four miles from Matura, Dondra head pre-
~sents itself—a bold promontory, almost entirely
covered with -trees of different kinds; it is a very
fine and striking object, in a view which every one
must admire. This is the point whiclt ships gene-
rally make in .approaching the island; and from
whence they also take'their departure. It is situated
within a few miles of the 6th degree of north lati-
tude. I never went to the low and secmingly rugged .

VOL. I. K



130 A GIGANTIC GOD.. -

point, on which stands something like a pillar of
considerable height; but the rocky- substance of
which the promontory is composed, Being of a bright
yellow and reddish colour, it contrasts strongly with
the ever-green woods above it, and presents a kind
of uncommon scenery, rarely to be found in any part
of the world. On the highest point of the promon-
tory, where I one day spent fully two hours, enjoy-
ing the fine views, and the cooling breeze from the
ocean, 1s.a small rude temple, and the grave, as the
people say, of a god or devil, only twenty feet in.
length. They told me, with great gravity, that he -
often gets up in the night to regale himself with
boiled rice, and a drink of putre water; and both
are therefore always kept in readiness for him.  His
allowance is certainly liberal, in proportion to his
supposed size, and the poor people’s credulity ; and
1t is therefore not at all surprising that his priests i
look fat and slegk. I could not resist the tempta-
tion of desiring the interpreter to say to the one in
attendance at the temple that I hoped he believed
in his god having a good appetite ? He looked slyly
at me, and in a way which made me fancy that, had
we been alone, he would have laughed.

Lower down, on onc side of the promontory, and
amidst native houses and palm trees, are to be seen
a great number of stone pillars, which may, at a
remote period, have been part of a magnificent
building of some kind or other, probubly a temple.
It is said, but upon what authority I know not, to
“ have been erected by Hindoos, who, many centuries
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ago, under a warlike leader, conquered thig island.
These ruins are well deserving of a visit from a
‘stranger ; and thould he have a turn for investigat-
ing antiquities, he will find much here to interest
* him and excite his curiosity ; especially if he should
be one of those enthusiasts, who attach importance
to legends of Boodhoos, their achievements and 1n-
carnations. Those legends, however, ought at least
by us to be looked upon as the vestiges of an early
corruption of the true faith; and as belonging to a
system of religion which had its origin, probably,
in the traditions of the promise mado in paradise
" of the Messiah ; of which, no doubt, mention was
‘made by Noah and his family after the flood ; and
conveyed to various parts of the earth by their de-
scendants, at the period of the confounding of the
one tongue or language, and consequent dispersion .

~ of mankind.

It has been well and justly remarked, by an cle-
gant writer, that the district of Matura possesses
many picturesque beauties. ¢ Some times vene-
rable and majestic trees formed a shade over our |
heads ; sometimes we travelled amidst flowering
shrubs ; - sometimes through cultivated ‘meadows
and ficlds of smiling corn. Nature breathes around
ant eternal spring ; flower blossoms and fruits adorn
the woods at all scasons. A vast wilderness of
noble plants .rises in ten thousand beautiful land-
scapes, displaying a-majesty and richness of scenery
. and raising emotions of delight and admiration,
which capnot easily be described.” This certainly
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ig a very vivid and fascmatmg descriptien of 2
country, and in_this instance it is a correct one,
But how often have I felt afterwards, in passing
through or residing in the forests of Ceylon, how
~awfully impressive is the stillness of noon! Every
animal seeks the deepest shade. ‘The fish conceal
themselves at the bottom of rivers or lakes, except
where the over-hanging foliage screens them from
the rays of a too fervid sun. Not a bird 1s on the
mng, ‘and all nature seems as it were to be at
rest, were it not that the almost appalling silence
~ is broken only to be made the more impressive, by-
the continued low buzz or humming of thousands
of msects. How powerfully have I felt, 'in_ the
thickly-wooded neighbourhood of Matura, all this
combination of the great and little of so much that
1s wonderful 1n nature! DBut as soon as the even-
ing begins to be somewhat cool, the world seems
again to start into new life. Every creature is in
motion, and in search of its prey, or of the food it
require$ of some kind or other, which the Almighty
has so bountifully provided for them all. The wild-
fowl, of various kinds, fly in large flocks. towards
their haunts; the Pea and Jungle fowl call their
respective broods around them for the night; even
the Jackal begins to howl for its prey. Numbers of
- flowers, which had closed their leaves before the
scorching beams of the sun, now gently unfold
them, to remain open to receive the “dew which
usually falls so abundantly. Here also the pretty
moon-flower among the rest, the leaves of which



CEYLON NIGHTINGALE. 134

‘had:been shut all the day, opens completely as if
to behold the sun’s grandeur, as he takes his leave
of us in SHPPPISIHg brilliancy ? 1 may be an en:
thasiast in fine scenery, and in my admiration of
nature’s perfections and loveliness; but [ declare,
that to behold them, as here displayed, would in
Y opinion amply make up for the inconveniences
and . annoyances attendant upon a long voyage; for
the mmpressions they leave upon the mind can

péver be truly described, or if felt expressed.
- It is generally believed, that birds within the

tropics, though they have much more splendid
plumage than those we find in Europe, cannot
sing: this is not the case here; for several of them
have the sweetest notes I ever listened to; and one
in particular sings so delightfully as to have ac-
quired the name of the Ceylon Nightingale, from
1ts notes being heard for some time after sunsct.
But, even when. the moon does not afford what may
be here truly called her silvery light, we do not
always remain in that profound darkness I have
before spoken of ; for no one, who has not beheld
it, can form an idea of the effect produced at night
by thousands and tens of thousands of I'ireflies and
other insects, which emit phosphoric light! I have
taken ome of them, and put it inside the glass of
my watch, and have been able to see the hour dis-
tinetly by its flickering light.

I need here ecarcely remark, that the districts of
Galle and Matura, and the parts of the island to a
considerable extent around them, (and I have yet

{



134 HINTS TO SETTLERS.

to speak of the fine, interesting and sporting coun- -
try inland from them), are those to which I parii-

cularly beg the attention of persons intending to
settle in Ceylon. I would recommend them—if
they do not arrive there—to lose no time in finding
their way to Galle; where they can hire a house,

at a moderate rent, for a few months; in which

they can reside comfortably, respectably, and with-

out incurring unnecessary expense; and they can

‘thus have ample time to look about them, make all

thelr arrangements, and decide as to the part of the

island in which they may consider it most desirable,
.and copsonant to the objects they have in view, to

establish themselves permanently.  This cannot be

done so cheaply at Colombo. I trust, however, I

may be pardoned for saying, that it would not only

be humane but wise policy, on the part of Govern-

ment, to afford such persons every assistance ; and

whatever their objects may be, to aid them in

removing the obstacles which stand, or are designedly

thrown, in the way of their being able to settle

themselves as speedily and economically as possible;

for their futurc prosperity, as well as their be-

coming desirable colonists, In a great measure,

depend upon this.



CHAPTER VII.

“. God made the country, and man made the town.
What wonder then, that health and virtue, gifts
+ That can alone make sweet the bitter draught
That Life holds out to all, should most abound
And least be threaten’d in the fields and groves ?’~CowpER.

[FTT

GOVERNMENT BSTABLISHMENT FOR BREEDING HORSES IN
DELFT ISLAND~~CUTCH HORSES—AN ACCIDENT—STRANGE
OCCURRENCE—A BOY CARRIED OFF BY A TIGER—DIGNI-
TARIES OF THE LAW IN CEYLON—REMARKS—EXCURSION
UP THE GIUNDURA RIVER—SIR EDWARD BARNESS EX- '
TENDED VIEWS FOR PROMOTING THE WELFARE OF THE
ISLAND-—GALLE VINDICATED FROM LORD VALENTIA’S AS-
PERSIONS —EXCURSION TO, AND AMUSEMENTS AT, KOGAL
LAKE—GREAT WANT OF FEMALE SOCIETY AT OUT STA-
TIONS, &¢.

- Wuen I left Ceylon, there was, (and 1 believe
it 1s still kept up), a Government establishment in
Delft island, off the coast of Jaffnapatam, where a
number of horses were bred; but, whether from
want of due attention in procuring the proper blood
or race of horses, from which the stock were
originally propagated, or whatever else might have
been the cause, they were not held in high estima-
tion, and were considered not to be worth, (when
any of them could be purchased), the prices usually
demanded for them. Yet this expensive establish-
ment consisted of a Superintendent, a Clerk and.



136- 'CUTCH HORSES.~—AN ACCIDENT.

| Secretary, a Clork of the Stud, Interpreter and a
Maniagar of Delft. When, therefore, country -
vessels occasionally brought cargoes of cheap and
inferior horses to the island from Cutch, and other
parts of the continent, they were soon bought up
upor:speculation, though it was known that few of
‘them turned out well. As an instance of this, I
beg to mention, that I was riding the other evening,
on what is called the Circular road, with Captain
L of the 73d Regiment; and when going at a
hand gallop, his horse—one ef these Cutch brutes
lately imported—contrived to turn suddenly round,
and to kick at me, (not at my horse), with
surprising fury. He, however, fortunately missed
his aim, as far as it was directed at me, but he
completely ruined the handsome Arab I rode; for
he literally broke his thigh bone to pieces high up.
-Such was the violence of the kick, that my poor
animal had very nearly fallen under me, and, con-
sidering the rate at which we were at the time
going, it is surprising that I was able to keep him
up until I could dismount. When this occurred, we
were about three miles from Galle; and it being at
once evident that the beast could not be cured, I sent
off for a musket, my blubbering horse-keeper, who
had long and faithfully served Colonel MacDonald
of the 19th Regiment ;—horsekeepers always con-
- trive to keep up with us, and are in géneral greatly
attached to the horses of which they have the care.
On the réturn of my messenger, the sufferings of
my Arab were instantaneously terminated.
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- Captain L—-——- was, as it may be supposed, greatly
, distressed at what had so unluckily happened, but
he was not to blame for though he was aware that
- Cutch horses are almost always vicious, yet, judging
from what he had seen of his, he imagined that,he
,-wds no_t so. The Arab steeds, however, which we
$6'much covet, are rarely vicious. I had lately paid
" about seventy guineas for this fine animal ; and as
I was convinced it would be difficult to procure
another like him in the island, I decided that it
would be best to send off at once my horse-keeper
to Madras for another, (the grass-cutter went along
with him), which ‘will probably cost me from eighty
fo a hundred guineas, including expenses upon the
road, the passage to Ceylon, &c. All this made
good horses very dear at that time ; but I am glad
~ tofind, from a return which I intend to introduce
when I come to speak of agricultural produce,
stock, &c., that horses have of late years greatly’
~ ‘Inereased in. numbers, and consequently are now
much lowered in price. | ;

I must here mention what I find among my me-
moranda. A few evenings ago, a friend of mine,
Dr, Evers, who has the charge of the medical de-
~ partment in this district, had, with some other
officers, come to dine with me, and whilst -waiting
{1l dinner should be announced, we were all walking f
backwards and. forwards In the long verandah in
front of the hduse ; when four large hanging lamps,
which had becn preﬂously ]Jurnlng brlghtly, were
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Candles were also burning in shades on the table
at the time ; so that I was able to take one of them
to ascertain:the cause of this extraordinary occur-
rence ; -for the lamps being suspended inside glass
shades also, the wind could not possibly have blown
them out. Qur surprise was, therefore, great
indeed, to find, that they had actually been put out
by a large flock of bats, which had flown into the
shades ; and in which they lay so thick, one over
another, as to cover over the now scarcely smokmg
burners

I am well aware, incfulgent reader, that I must
never fail to keep the worthy Baron Munchausen
befqre my eyes, when giving accounts of tha: strangé
oceurrences which so commonly take plade in this
extraordinary and interesting part of the world;
nor must I ever forget the treatment the celebrated
‘traveller Bruce met with from the world in general,
‘but especially from the now proved to be unneces-
sarily incredulous and bigoted re{riewers_ of his
works : but in spite of all this, 1 must mention what
has just happened. A very fine Singalese boy, well
known to me, has been carried off from his father’s
door, not above a mile from the fortress, by one of
our troublesome neighbours—a tiger. Upon hear-
ing the cries of the poor fellow, the whole family
instantly set off in pursuit of the tiger, and were
soon able to rescue the boy fromz his clutches;
but before- they could accomplish ‘this, he was
almost dead, and so drcadfully lacerated that he
breathed his last in a few minutes. This distressing
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event grwved me so much, (for 1 had frequently
amused myself in trying to make the boy understand
the very few words I have acquired of Singalese),

that I vowed vengeance. against the whole tiger race ;
-and therefore nﬂ'ered as & reward for every one

produced, dead or alive, _whether caught in a trap or
étherwise, a certain quantity of gunpowder, which
the natives cannot purchase. In consequence of this,
four have already been taken in traps, constructed
much like our cage rat-traps, only, in place of 1ron,
they are made of tough branches of trees, bent over,
and fixed strongly into the ground. The baits, as
I before mentioned, are pariah dogs. When my
now powerful and promising dog Bran was “shewn
one of the largest tigers in a trap, I was delighted
to find that he was both willing and ready to
attack him 3 but, of course, 1 would not allow my
intended companion to run the risk of such an-
unequal combat.

As I think it may amuse the reader, and give
him some idea of how we managed such matters
formerly in Ceylon, I must acquaint him (dhd. in
doing so I have, of course, to revert to my notes)
that the Chief Justice of the island came to Galle
a few days ago, upon an official tour, when, as in
_duty bound, I had to be particularly careful that he
was received with all the honours due to his exalted
rank and station; for here he is, indeed, a most
important~personage, with an income of some six or
seven thousands per annum. There is likewise a

Puisne Justice, in the receipt of a comfortable
)
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salary ; the incomes of both have, however, since
been. greatly reduced. When they travel in the
discharge of - their - duties, they are attended,
wherever they go, by a band of natives, armed with
lances, and are likewise surrounded by a host of tom- -
tom beaters, who drum” away. with all their might,
and by a set of fellows blowing, as loudly and dis-
cordantly as possible, the most horridly squeaking:
pipes imaginable; thus altogether forming such a
ridiculous group, that it is impossible to refrain
from laughing at the kind of absurd stage effect
produced : indeed, I often fancied that it even
surpassed the scene delineated so admirably by .
Butler, when he tells, that |

‘¢ To this town people did repair,
On days of market or of fair,
And to crack’d fiddle and hoarse tabour
In merriment did drudge and labour ;
But nuw_‘a sport more formidable |
Had raked together village rabble :*’ “

but no doubt all this parade and show (so highly
- prized liere by civilians in general), were supposed
to' make a strong impression upon the minds of the
natives, and to increase, in their eyes, the import- -
ance of the law dignitary. .

As you approach Galle, the road for a short way,
passes close to one of the principal batteries; and,
to perform our part in the august ceremony, I had
ordered that the usual salute of fifteen guns -
(18-pounders)-should be fired ; wlether intention-
ally or not I cannot pretend to say, but it was fired
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a little too late, and precisely over the heads of " the
- escort, palanquin bearers, and other  attendants,
including the collector, principal judge, &c., some on
- foot, and others in palanquins, or on horsebacky .
and it acted rather powerfully upon the nervous -
systems of most of them. This I certainly would
have prevented, could I have reached the battery
in time ; and had I been aware that there were two'
ladies in the cortege, who had accompanied the
Chief Justice, in order to see this delightful part of
the island. No notice could, of course, be taken of
this too marked attention, nor of the uproar and
- disarray which had been caused, partly by the
guns, but almost as much by my staff officer’s
horse—another Cutch brute—running away with’
him, nearly through the midst of ‘the mass of fol-
lowers, knocking down or trampling upon some of
them, I was greatly vexed at what had happened ; but
my having a Kuropean Guard of Honour drawn up
in front of the King's house, which had been duly
prepared and embellished after the Singalese
fashion for the Chief Justice’s reception, by people
sent by the Collector for the purpose, and my wait-
ing upon him and the ladies, attended by a numbenr
of the officers of the garrison, immediately after
their arrival, ‘removed, I trusted, all unpleasant
feeling, if any such had existed. |

They remained here a week, during which time
I had the ploasure of pointing out to them the
finest and most interesting parts of the reighbour-
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went on to Matura, in the same splendid style as
that in which they had arrived at Galle, where the
Judges also held a Supreme Court. 1 took care to
arrive at Matura before them, in order to sec that
proper attention was paid to them there, and to pre-
vent such another farce from being performed as
that which had afforded so much amusement and
laughter, especially to the subs at Galle; -and
again I had the pleasure of pointing out to them
some of the antiquities and many ‘of the beauties
of that lovely, but rather too densely wooded dis-
trict, which I think they cannot soon forget.
Since that period, great and important changes |
have taken place in Ceylon, in its laws, regulations,
and even modes of administering justice, &c.; and
I suppose we are to look upon what has been done
in these respects as great improvements, and as
calculated to benefit and civilize the people. At
all events, they have been taught, whether wisely or
not. F:do not pretend to say, to consider themsclves
;of importance in the state ; and, from what I hear,
notions of equality with Europeans have been
instilled into them, of which many thought formerly
they ought neither to be allowed to have an idea, nor
was 1t thought politic that they should ever imagine
that they could acquire such an equality. They
have, however, I must say, been wisely freed from
performing certain duties, such as attending upon
and doing absurd honours to great civilians, &ec.;
and alsﬂ,——-thnugh the wisdom of this may be doubt-

1 | e .. g 'L_.l_ T - 7T v *.T
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payment, as their ancestors were agccustomed to
labour of old, when called upon to assist in any
great national undertaking, either personally or by
deputy, as an acknowledgment that they held their
lands according to a kind of feudal system.in force
amongst them, under their sovereigns, from time
immemorial. Whether these changes, for most of
which neither theit bhabits, customs, religious ad-
vancement, nor improved morals, had 1n any degree
prepared them, will be for their future welfare, or
tend to the sccurity and advantage of the British
empire in this part of the world, time alone can
shew ; but we are taught by experience, that all
- sudden and ill-digested political changes are, at
least in too many instances, dangerous. - .

At the period I allude to, (I speak from ex-
perience, and it is not likely that any great im-
- provements or changes have since been made), all
Europeans in office were more or less in the habit,
probably in order to save themselves trouble, of
leaving a great deal too much to the discretion of
Headmen, who happened to be about, or in some
way attached to, them ; such as Cutchery or other
Modeliars, Mohandirams, Interpreters, Corals,
Vidhaus, Shroffs, &c.; all of whom acted under
the authority of Provincial Judges, Collectors, or
Agents of Government in the provinces, and there-
fore, in most cases, could do just as they pleased.
These higha functionaries, who in general were
unacquainted with the language of the people, could
know little more than what was brought before
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them publicly or in Court ; for the natives were too
much in awe of these influential subordinates to
venture to complain of their conduct; and no one
will, I suppose, pretend to say, that they were
insensible to bribes. Now it would never answer
for respeetab]e iuropean settlers to be brought into .
contact with native Headmen, who, if not duly pro-
'pltlated In some way or other, could easily contrive
to throw obstacles in their way, which they would
find it very difficult to overcome. This cireum-
stance, ought, therefore, to be duly considered in
all its bearings, and such arrangements should be
made, in time, as would obviate the inconveniences
and annoyances to which settlers might otherwise
be subjected, especially in first coming to the island.
Surely a great deal of this authority would be much
better and more safely lodged in the hands of
respectably educated Dutch or Portuguese residents,
or in those of European settlers, who may have been .
some time in the country, and have acquired a
knowledge of its laws, customs, and language.

On my return to Galle from Matura, I set out .
for the interior, but in a direction towards the
Kandyan country, in which, I believe, few Europeans
have ever been. I had provided for the occasion,
(as 1 did when I went with two friends upon an
excursion from Colombo, soon after our arrival in -
the island) two good and well thatched boats : one
for myself, and a gentleman who accompanied me, -
and the other for my servants. We set off by the
canal which connects Galle with the Giundura
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river, up which we were to ascend ; having previously
arranged with the Headman of that part of the
- province to meet us at a certain point, so as to be
ready to afford us any assistance we might require
In accomplishing what we had in view. 'This man.
- was under considerable obligation to me, for it had
been in my power to render his brother essential
service ; a circumstance which had its due weight
throughout the journey, not only with him, but with
the people in general, and:was, I believe, the chief
cause of my being received—independent of what I
was entitled to as Cnmmﬂiﬂﬁﬁf"ﬁf the district—in so
really flattering a manner. So constantly and
assiduously was I followed or attended, that the
good people’s over anxiety to oblige, bedame at last
irksome to me. Wherever I landed, crowds of them
were in readiness, under their petty Headmen, to
receive and welcome me; and the ground was
. invariably covered with white cotton cloth, even
- down to the water’s edge, for me to walk upon to
the house which had been built or fitted up for me.
- At the places where we halted for the purpose, the

whole country was turned out to attend us to hunt
deer, elks, &t. Upon these occasions, numbers of
men, who seemed to delight in and understand the
sport, went into the jungle, and extending them-
~selves for miles, drove every thing before them
- towards the places where we were stationed in readi.
ness to fire ab the game as they bolted out of the
- woods. The loud noises or uproar of tom-toms,
pipes, shouting, &c. especially the last day, when

VOL. 1. L
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we were joined by a number of Kandyans, was quite
as animating as such sports can be rendered by any
Highland chieftain. We had, moreover, to look
pretty sharply about us, and to take care and have
~our guns in readiness, as it was impossible to say
whether an elephant, a tiger, a wild boar, a deer,
an elk, a hare, a pea or jungle-fowl, of which there
were hundreds, would make their appearance, per-
haps close to us. - We were told that two or three
clephants and several wild hogs were seen the last
day of our really delightful field sports; but none
of them were driven towards us. We, however,
fired away as fast as we could, and killed between
us three deer and an. elk—of which, bemng our first,
we were very proud—some hares, and a deer not
much larger than one of them, and many pea-fowl,
&c. : in short, until we werc tired of firlng. No
accident whatever occurred, which is not usually
the case upon such occasions.

I have already spoken in high terms of Ceylon
scenery ; but what I saw during this excursion,
fully equalled, if it did not surpass, what I had
before met with ; and any description of it, which I
~ might attempt, would fall far short of the reality. '
The soil in all directions scemed to be rich, and the
country to a considerable extent was occupied and
well cultivated. We were particularly struck with
one spot, where the river runs rapidly round the
base of a hill, which rises abruptly fully four hundred
feet above its banks, clothed to its summit with
noble trees of various kinds. Farther back, were
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mountains whiech rose in sucecession, and whose
lofty tops were then hid in clouds, that rolled slowly
along them ; their sides, however, as high up as
we could see, were also densely wooded. On-
the opposite bank of the river, we particularly
admired an exeeedingly bright green cultivated
plain, of a circular form, fully half a mile in dia-
meter, terminated, or rather surrounded, by some
detached hills shaped like sugar loaves, and entirely
covered and aforned with magnificent and lovely
trees decked in-foliage of various hues. Here was
combined together, and fascinatingly displayed, as
bold and fine scenery as I ever beheld—i1t was quite
such a paradise as that in which we may suppose
Adam and Eve to have been placed. It is, indeed,
a wonder that the natives have not selected it as the
traditionary abode of the first parents of mankind ;
as they have long claimed this honour for their
certainly enchanting island, and desire us to behold
what has been handed down to them in proof of its
having been so—that is to say, Adam’s Peak and
Adam’s Bridge. At all events, the former, all over
the east, 1s looked upon to be a sacred mountain.
Amidst this Beautiful and striking scenery, and,
whilst planning farther operations, we were obliged,
by very wet weather setting in suddenly and sooner
than we expected, to think of retracing our course
down the stream. To give the reader an idea of
. what rain is in this part of the world, I have only

to mention, that an arch, ornamented with flowers,
erected for me to pass under on landing, and fully
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ten feet in height, was in a single night overtopped
by the river, which had previously been flowing
gently along some feet beneath; so that in the
morning, to our surprise, we saw it rushing and
foaming over the highest part of the arch; indeed,
it was soon after carried away by the flood.

‘Thus our agreeable excursion and sports were
put a stop to; for, observing that, in spite of the
rain which continued at intervals to fall, the people
were still putting themselves to great inconvenience
in following me wherever I went, I thought 1t best
to start at once for Galle, and such was the rapidity
of the current that in about eight hours we reached
honge, having descended a distance, as I calculated,
of about fifty miles id thzit time. In going at this
rate, I passed the Missionaries’ houses 1 before
mentioned, which are very prettily situated on the
high bank of the Giundura, about twelve miles above
Galle, and where I intended, on returning, to have
stopped for a few hours, had not the state of the
weather prevented me.

In making this excursion, I had other objects in-
view, besides amusement. There is a kind of road
or path that lies upon the left bank of the Giundura,
through Gangeboddépattoo, te a village called
Nantoonpitty, where it crosses it, and from thence
18 supposed to run, through a very hilly and moun-
tainous country, to Ratnapora, in the Saffragam
district. 1 was required by Sir Edward Barnes,
who had always important objects in view, to ascer-
tain if the Glundura was fit for boats as high up as
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Nantoohpitfy, and also, what was the state of the
roads from it to Ratnapora, or to any part of the
‘road leading from the latter to Alutneura, on the
way to Badulla, in Upper Ouvah. = I had not, how-
ever, any intention of examining the latter upon
tllis occasion, and was, as I have shewn, turned
back by the weather before 1 had reached Nantoon-
pitty ; my attempt; therefore, for the present, has
been fruitless. Indeed, from the information I was
able to obtain, the undertaking must be a difficult
one, and can be much befter accomplished by
descending from Ratnapora than in ascending from
Galle. Upon my representing this to be the case,
I believe the attempt was directed to be made from
Ratnapora, but I never heard the result. Yet, a
line of communication from Galle to Badulla, partly
by water, and partly by a properly laid out road,
running through a rich and beautifully wooded
country, fit for many afmcultural purposes, and
which, 1f sufﬁmently clearéd, would also be pasturable,
though it is now greatly infested by wild beasts,
would be of vast importance to Ceylon; for thus, I
may say, would be established direct intercourse
between Kandy (the raad betwixt that city and
Badulla being already complete), and Galle, the
only good sea-port on the west coast of the island.
But where are now the means to be found for
carrying out Such a wisely conceived plan?—They
have, I fear, been sacrificed to that spirit of modern
philanthropy or insatiable hankering on the part of -
well meaning but short-sighted men, who long te
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benefit the whole humag race; and in which, often
injudicious, attempts they bhave already occasioned
the throwing away of millions upon speculative
views and unattainable objects. DBut it was well for
Ceylon, that Sir Edward Barnes availed himself, m
time, of what he found at his disposal; and hastened
to do so much, upon his own responsibility, towards
its permancnt security ard prosperity ; much, how-
ever, of the latter has been attributed to the
measures of his successors 1n the government.

Whilst up the country, I found, after a long
search, some of the, even here, highly prized Rajah
plants, as they are called. They have most beau-
tiful purple-colourcd leaves, with fibres running
through them, strongly marked, as it were, with
gold; and, judging from the high situation in,.
which they grew, 1 have little doubt of their being
sufficiently hardy to bear the climate of the south
of England. 1 have just sent off, by a lady going
home, six of these splendid plants—three for her-
sclf, and three for a friend of mine, to whom she
has promised to deliver them, if they stand the
voyage.

I hope I may be pardoned for intruding upon
the reader’s attention the following remarks; but,
really, travellers do at times take great liberties,
and also often see countries and the various ebjects
of interest they contain in very diffefent lights, or
rather according to the humour they happen to be
" in at the time. I am, at all events, led to think so,
from having lately looked into Lord Valentia’s
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Travels in India; from which I find he landed at
Galle, and that he has honoured it and the adjacent
country with his notice.

Although nothing can be much finer, or more
striking than Galle and its neighbourhood as you
enter its picturesque bay and harbour, yet Lord
Valentia appears to have seen the landing place
only, and evidently considered nothing else worthy
of his attention, The right side of the bay, in
going in, 1s formed by a bold promontory, almost
covered with treces. Upon the side of this pro-
“montory, and towards the bay, there 1s a handsome
bungalow, which, from its being well situated, and
built in a neat and even elegant style, tends greatly
to timprove the view. In front, there is a low sandy
beach covered with groves of tall palm trees, which
extend down to the water’s edge. The Collector’s
and Mr. Gibson’s houses (the latter gentleman well
known for his benevolence and hospitality), appear
to great advantage, embosomed in rich and varie-
gated foliage. On the left, Galle, surrounded by
high ramparts, stands prominently forward; the
British colours displayed on its lofty flagstaft, and
more clevated points, adorned with flowering tulip-
trees. |

One would be led to suppose, from what his
Lordship says; that the fortifications of Galle are of
little importance ; but in this respect he is mis-
taken ; for, though not altogether modern, they are
of considerable strength. He tells us, that Colonel °
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tainly cannot be called level, yet it is only fifty feet.
wide, with a row of beautiful tulip-trees on each
side of it. This street, when I arrivéd at Galle,
had been much neglected ; but it has now been
put into complete repair, and some of the trees,
which from great age were nearly dead, have been
-replaced by others; so that the approach to my
house, (then Colonel M.’s), is really handsome, and
must always have been so. There is a great advan-
tage in this part of the world, in planting tulip-
trees in streets or elsewhere ; for when any of them
decay or die, they have only to be taken out, and
replaced by large healthy branches, which quickly
take root, and before long become as fine spreading
and flowering trees as the others.

I suppose, by what Lord Valentia terms a hason
he means the harbour. But he must have been
under some strange delusion; for in this dason at
least twenty Indiamen of the largest class, and
numbers of smaller country vessels, can anchor
safely and conveniently ; the anchorage, however, is
not good throughout the whole extent of the bay.
He farther remarks, that the air is cooled by the
sea breeze; and Colonel Madison represented the
place to be tolerably healthy—but he adds, *¢ that
there must be a complete clearing of the belt
between the mountains and the sea before we can
either reside in, or conquer it, otherwise it will
continue a grave to Europeans;” and he then pro-
ceeds to speak of the situations usually chosen by
the Dutch for towns. In these remarks his Lord-

ship 1s now quite incomptrehensible; at least, none
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of them apply to Galle. For 1 take occasion here to
“mention, that it stands upon a peninsula, on a rocky
foundation, and is a good height above the level of
the sea. . At the distance of about seven or eight
(or more) hundred yards from the walls, there are,
a8 I before stated, some hills of moderate elevation,
partly covered with trees ; and upon one of them is
built a handsome *Portuguese Chapel ; and though
there are, here and there, numbers of fine trees, as
well as patches of jungle, yet much of the country
18 not only cleared but well cultivated, for many -
miles back ; and therefore I know not what he
means by a belt to be cleared, unless an earthquake, -
of which we have no account, has altogether changed
ifs features. In this space to be cleared, I suppose
he includes the broad and level glacis or esplanade
of the fortress, which at all seasons is covered with
the most verdant grass, and has a small pure stream
running through it, carrying off the superabundant
water from the canal; and there has just been
formed, at the end of this esplanade, and near to
the sea, a delightful walk, on both sides of which
have been planted, all the way to the large Bazaar,
tulip and other trees, which will soon form an agree-
able shade, at all hours of the day, for the benefit
of those going to or rédturning from it. With Sir
Edward Barnes’s sanction, numbers of additional
trees have been planted upon the ramparts, and in
such of the streets as are wide enough to admit of
them ; and the houses upon both sides of these
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general considered comfortable, I wish particularly
to call the attention of settlers, having. commercial
objects in view, to the conveniences which many of
them possess for such purposes. v

Lord Valentia also talks of a thunder-storm
endangering the magazine,~—which he asserts 1s
built in an insecure place; now the fact is, that at
the time Lord Valentia was in Galle, there were
then no less than three as good magazines as are
to be found in any fortress, built substantially,
years before, by the Dutch in places of the greatest
safety, and they are still as good as ever.

It is true, that we have heavy showers of rain
from both monsocons, but they arc looked upon as
blessings vouchsafed to Galle, and its charming
neighbourhood ; as they are the cause of much
agrecable coolness, fertility and salubrity, though
his Lordship scems to have fancied the contrary
was the case. Having made every inquiry from the
oldest inhabitants, Dutch, Portuguese, and Singalese,
I cannot find that Galle, its district, or the adjoin-
ing oncs, were ever unhealthy; indeed they have
always been so much the reverse, that the wonder
is that more people do not come here from other
parts of the island, and from the Continent of
India, for recovery of health. I made these remarks
at the time; but for such a purpose 1 have yet to
speak of the cold, healthy, and remdvating Horton
Plains, Nuwara Ellia, and the other mountainous
tracts in the interior. As a proof, however, of the
~aritv of atmosnhere which exists at Galle, I have
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only to observe, that we can generally keep butcher’s
meat, notwithstanding the great heat at noon, for
two (or occasionally more) days after it is killed.
This they can do in very few.places on the Conti-
nent of India, and, I belicve, never in the West
Indies; and it is surprising how little we are plagued
with flies. |

T must now, in concluding these remarks, beg
leave to say, that it appears to me, that my Lord
Valentia, in his day, took very undue liberties with
Ceylon and its climate; but if wo could divest our
minds of the idea of absurdity, would it not be
entertaining to read the full and true accounts, which
some modern travellers and tourists are kind enough
to give us of the manners, custorns, doings, dresses,
&e. &c. of the people of the countries through which
they so expeditiously pass, I may say in a box, (for
what else is a palanquin ?) or upon horse-back at full
gallop, as some of our great travellers preceed, espe-
cially through Asia Minor, and other eastern coun-
trics. Most of them, from severely felt but unseen
causes of inconvenience, are very unfit to follow their
leader, a hardy Tartar, and quite unable to describe
objects, of which, en passant, they have scarcely had
a ghimpse, '

But, having mentioned the dresses of the people
of countries thus delineated, allow me to ask, where
are such spleddidly apparelled fellows to be met
with, as the different grades of Headmen in Ceylon ?
An official document, or government regulation, on
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dix, will prove this to any one who may be curious
in such matters.* | |

On the road to Matura, and about seven miles
from Galle, there is a small village, as I befora men-
tioned, called Kogal, and a comfortable rest-house
near the sea shore; and, at a short distance from i,
there is also a beautiful lake. Thither I frequently

‘go for change of air and scene, and to amuse myself

in shooting and fishing in the lake and sea, both of
which are, as old Izaac Walton would have said,

~ well stored with fish. When last I was there, I
“observed that a Headman, who resides in the neigh.

bourhood, looked with grleat contempt at the fishing
tackle I was using in the lake, which consisted of
one of our fine but strong silk reel lines, to which I
had attached a Limerick hook, a supply of which I
had brought out with me from Ireland; and I often
had cause to regret afterwards, that I had not come
out better provided with both, as well as with good
gut. I imagined.that I was doing tolerably well,
for I was taking good sized fish fast enough, but he
thought otherwise; and very gravely proposed to
teach me how to fish, if I would go next day to a
retired part of the lake, which he pointed out, where
it terminates in a long and narrow creek. I pro-
ceeded thither m a boat at the time appointed ;-
when, to my surprise, I found, that in place of using
lines, nets, or large conical baskets, as the fishermen
caste usually do, he intended to employ two men

* See Avvendix N.
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to catch the fish; and I also perceived, as the water
was clear, that they had contrived to drive nto a
corner, and to keep in by a kind of basket work, a
vast number of large ones. The Coral now set his
men to work, and down under the water the two
men went, in quick succession, and they every time
breught up a fish in each hand, which they threw
into baskets held by the Coral and others to receive
them. By this expeditious process, we in a few
minutes, had more fish than we knew what to do
with; and as I saw it was expected from me, 1 was
obliged, though an experienced angler, and a pupil -
of the said Izaac Walton’s school, to confess at once,
and much to the Coral’s delight, that I knew nothlng
whatever about fishing.. I was really much amused ;

but this piscatory feat reminded me of what hap-
pened in France, when I was there on the staff of
the Army of Occupation. One day, when the hounds
were in hot pursuit of a hare, which was running
well, and affording excellent sport, out started from -
behind a bank, a rather respectable looking French- -
‘man, who very coolly shot the hare just before the
hounds ; and who, when the huntsman, &c. reached
the spot, seemed greatly pleased with what he had
done, and at having so dexterously—as he no doubt
thought—made sure of the game! Several whips
were up in a moment, and the astonished French-
man got some cuts, before he could be rescued from
the enraged sportsmen, by others who were more
inclined to laugh_ than to be provoked, and ready
to make due allowance for French ignorance
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Coral’s only idea of the pleasure of fishing, (like
the Irenchman’s eagerness to get hold of the
hare,) was the securing quantities of fish; and
he could not possibly have imagined that playing a
salmon or ten-pound trout, for half an hour, could
possibly be looked upon as sport, .

There are two or three small wooded islands-in
this fine lake, literally swarming with flying-foxes;
which I consider as the most extraordinary crea-
tures to be found m Ceylon. They are, in size
and colour, nearly like foxes in England. They
have wings attached to their hind legs, which,
when extended, are about four feet from the
tip of one wing to that of the other; their hind
feet arc armed with long, strong, semi-circular
claws, with which they lay hold of the branches of
trees; and thus suspended, with their heads hang-
ing down, they sleep during the day. I am surc
that I saw not less than fifty on one tree, and upon
the 1slet there were hundreds. Being. anxious to
get hold of one of them, to examine it closely,
] fired a barrel of my gun, loaded with heavy shot,
amongst them, and brought down five, which were
" only wounded. Such irritable, furious tempered
creatures 1 ncver beheld; they contrived to lay
‘hold of long and thick sticks, which we had preo-
cured to kill them; these they in several instances
bit through, and it took many blows, well laid on,
before they could be put lAors de gombat. The
report of the gun produced a general -alarm among
them ; and they flew about us, and their wounded
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fancied myseclf surrounded by harpies, whose
‘screams were in the highest degree discordant, and
almost alarming. The Singalese boatmen begged
~ for those which were killed ; giving me to under-
stand that they were good to eat; and of this I
have no doubt, for they chiefly feed upon nuts and
fruits of various kinds, of which, in a single night,
they have been known to consume vast quantities.

In a ncighbouring island, I found myself in the
midst of a number of most venerable looking
monkeys, with black faces and long white beards.
One of them which, on account of his great size,
was shot by my staff officer, who, with Mrs. F—,
had come with me on this occasion to Kogal, was
so huge a fellow, that we made her believe for some
time that he was a bear. This elderly gentleman
was likewise given to some of the low caste people
to be feasted upon.

1 cannot refrain from herc observing how much,
in a country like this, the want of female society 1s
often felt by those who are accustomed to 1t at
home. Mrs. F— could seldom, consistently with
her domestic dutles, and the necessary care of her
five children, accompany, on such occasions, her
husband, to whom she was greatly attached, When
she could manage to do so, she never failed to
render them truly agreeable to us; so much so,
that we always heard with regret the usual an-
nouncement, ‘‘ that she could not possibly be any
longer absent from her family ;” who had been left
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with them. Monsieur de Chateaubriand has beau-
tifully observed, *that the wife of a Christian is
not a mere mortal; she 1s an extraordinary, a
mysterious, an angelic being ; she is flesh of her
husband’s ﬂesh,"and bone of his bone. By his
union with her, the man :::nly takes back a portion
of his substance. His soul as well as his bodyis
imperfect without his wife: he possesses strength,
she beauty; he opposes the enemy in arms, he
cultivates the soil of his country; but he enters
not into domestic details. He encounters afflic-
tions, and the partner of his mights is there to
soothe them ; his days are clouded by adversity, but
on his couch he meets with a chaste embrace, and
forgets all his sorrows. Without woman he would
be rude, unpolished, solitary; he would be a
stranger to grace, which is no other than the smile
of love. Woman suspends around him the flowers
of life like the honeysuckles of the forests which
adorn the trunks of the oaks with their perfumed -
garlands. Finally, the Christian husband and his
wife live and die together; together they rear the
issue of their union; together they return to dust,
and together they again meet beyond the confines
of the tomb, to part no more.” Among my notes
I find also what follows, (and I trust I'shall be par-
doned for thus concluding this chapter). It is
perhaps unwise to dwell too much upon such a
picture of domestic happiness, as 1t cen only cause
unavailing regret; for I am well aware, that-as.
long as I remain in this island my days must be
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spent at our stations, where there will seldom be
. much society, or at least such as can be consideréd
- desirable, I therefore have been already taught to
valee what we now possess. Ceylon is certainly
one of the most beautiful, charming countries in the
world to reside in ; but what we so much want, amidst
its enchanting scenery, is the being to whom we
can say, that 1t really 1s so; and in whose absence

“ Then the lily no longer 1s white ;
Then the rose is deprived of its bloom ;
Then the violets die with despite,
And the woodbines give up their perfume.”

VOL. I. M



CHAPTER VIII.

~ ““ And over him, art striving to compaire
With Nature, did an arbour green disspred,
Framed with wanton ivie, flowenng fame,
Through which the fragrant eglantine did spred
His pricking armes, entayl’d with roses red,
Which dainty odours round about him threw ;
And all within with flowers was garnished,
That, when mild Zephyrus emongst them blew,
Did breathe out bounteous smells, and painted colours shew.”

SPENSER.

ARRIVAL AT BOVEGODDE LAKE IN A THUNDER-STORM —
S8HOOTING, AND ALLIGATOR FISHING THERE—~—SINGALESE
LADIES ; THEIR FAST FADING BEAUTY—THE CEREMONY
OF CLOTHING THE PRIESTS~~WATER FIGHT BETWEEN TWO
ASPIRANTS FOR THE LOVE OF A DARK-EYED MAID-—ANNUAL
ARRIVAL OF COUNTRY VESSELS AT GALLE — MOORMEN
DESCRIBED—PECPFLE OF THE MALDIVE ISLANDS-—AN EM-
BASSADOR SENT BY THE SULTAN TO GALLE~—OBSERVATIONS
=~GALLE A FAVOURABLE POINT FROM WHENCE EFFICIENT
MISSIONARIES MIGHT BE SENT TO SEVERAL PARTS OF THE
EAST—REMARKS~MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE MOOR-
MEN—A GRAND PROCESSION—THE DRESS OF THE MOORS—
ANOTHER VISIT TO BOVEGODDE LAKE -—lAMUSEMENTS,
SPORTS, ETC.—A KEEN PORTUGUESE SPORTSMAN.

I naAD now contrived to make myself popular with
several of the Headmen, by trifling acts of kindness,
and by exerting myself in various ways for them,
when I could do so with propriety ; so that I had,
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only to send to any part of the district, and, no matter
what might be the object I had in view, my wishes
were always willingly and readily comphied with.
The people were, besides, greatly pleased at my going
g0 often among them, and my doing so offered me
frequent opportunitics of gaining useful information
upon matters otherwise not casily obtamed.

About a week ago, I had requested a Coral to
have a hut built for me at alake called Bovegoddc¢ ;
and T had sent mv servants forward in the morning,
to have every thing rcady for me when I should
arrive, as I purposed rcmaining there for a fow
days. I set out from Galle on horschack abont
three o’clock in the afternoon, expecting to have an
agreeable ride of about sixtecen miles before dark.
The sky, however, soon after I started, began to
portend a thunder-storm ; and being detained some
time longer than I calculated upon in crossing the
Giundura river, before I reached H iccoddé night
had almost closed in around me, the thunder-storm
" had commenced, and I had fully five miles farther
to go through the woods ; but 1 was aware that the
path I had to travel was not infested by wild
clephants, buffaloes, or boars, from which we have
chiefly to apprehend danger in many parts of Ceylon.
Although pretty well acquainted with the path, yet
I thought it best, in such a night, to take a guide
with me from,Hiccoddé, and the horse-keeper, as
usual, kept up with my horse, a noble animal which
he had juét brought from Madras, and which 1 was
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country through which we passed, was in some
places hilly, and generally thickly wooded. We
had not procecded a quarter of a mile beyond
[liccoddé when the storm attained its utmost
violence and sublimity, and a more magnificent
scene cannot well be imagined, than what the hills,
rocks, woods, and water presented, as they were
cvery instant illumined by most vivid lightning,
followed by the roar, or rather tremendous report
of thunder, and pouring of rain, such as the good
people at home have no idea of. Being very lightly
attired, in white jacket, trowsers, &c. and a broad
straw hat, I did not mind a wetting ; and my horse-
keeper and guide’s garments being still more
simple, only stripes of calico rolled round their
waists, and not likely to be much injured by water—-
we continued our journey, though I bhelieve that
hoth my attendants thought me mad to encounter
such weather for mere amuscment. I expected,
however, soon to rcach my hut, where 1 knew I
should find not only dry clothes, but also a com-
fortable dinner and a bottle of wine rcady for me.
But when I arrived on the shore of the lake, I was
both surprised and delighted, to find that such
oxcellent* accommodation had been provitded for me ;
for, in place of a hut, which I had asked for, there
stood before me a neat bungalow with a verandah
round it, which I found contained three small rooms
and a kitchen; and there was besides & detached
shed, for my horse, horse-keeper, and grass-cutter,
all of whom live and sleep together. The walls of
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the bungalow were lined inside with very white
calico; the ceilings also were of the same material,
and the whole was ornamented with the so-much
admired Ceylon mosses, and flowers of various
kinds, such as Glorina superba, common and water
lilies, roses, jasmine, &c.; in short, my arrival at
this enchanting bungalow, which stood close to the
water’s edge, and upon a small, level, and very
green lawn, amidst the commotion and sublimity of
such an clementary warfare, far surpassed any
scenic display I ever beheld: in truth, it was well
calculated to impress the imagination of an enthu-
" siast like me with feclings both of awe and delight.
Although the rain continued to fall in torrents, yet
my friend the Coral, with two inferior Headmen,
and their followers, were in waiting to reccive me;
but, after thanking them for all they had done,
indeed overdone, I begged that they would return
as soon as possible to their homes. I hope I may,
however, be pardoned for remarking, that Iuropdans
may be in Ceylon for years, but unless they lay
aside their too soon acquired habits.-of indolence,
and foolish alarms about wild beasts, snakes, jungle
fevers, and other diseases, which keep mgny in a
constant state of unneccssary apprchension, and
accompany, in cxcursions like this, a Provineial
Judge, Collector, or other person in authority, they
can have little chance of knowing much of the
natives, their‘ways or doings. All that I have men.
tioned had, on this occasion, been obligingly preparcd
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for me by the Coral, without my bemg allowed t0
incur a farthing’s expense.

Whilst I remained at Bovegoddé, I had excellent
sport, and shot quantities of water-fowl of various
kinds; such as wild ducks, teal or widgeon. The
obliging Coral, who sometimes accompanied me,
one day told me, that if I would allow him, he could
conduct me to a place where I might rely upon
having excellent sport. Of course, I consented to
oo with him, and just before sunset, he brought me
to a spot where the lake becomes so narrow that its
banks are connected by one of those strange, high,
single plank bridges, which are to be met with i
many parts of Ceylon; and I can assure the reader,
that to cross rivers or lakes by means of one of them,
especially if they happen to be deep and contain
alligators, is very far indeed from being an agree-
able undertaking. I there found a seat prepared
for me, as the Coral had no idea of sport attended
with any kind of fatigue. As soon as it began to
darken, the numbers of birds, especially water-fowl,
which passed. through this narrow opening, to roost
upon the trees on the banks of the lake, and which
flew low and slowly along, were constderable; 1
therefore had little el8e to do, but to sit or stand,
and firc away until darkness prevented me from any
longer seeing the birds. This was mere slaughter-
ing, and did not deserve the name of sport, as many
of them were brought down almost at my feet ; the
Coral, however, was highly delighted,and I had to
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appear to be equally so. The peacocks I had
killed in the course of the day were the finest I had
ever seen ; measuring nearly nine feet from their
heads to the extremities of their splendid tails.
Being desirous of obtaining for a lady, in Galle, a
. quantity of the fine feathers of a bird which 1 con-
sider to be of the bittern or heron kind, part of the
plumage of which is like horse-hair, and as white
as snow, 1 shot several of them, and also two of
those strange creatures, flying-foxes. I had the
day before, after a long morming walk and much
fatizsue, contrived to shoot two very lean deer, an
elk, and two wild hogs; one of which being only
wounded, turned furiously upon us; but a ball from
my second barrel put an end to her headlong
career, when she was within ten yards of us.

I was told by the people, that inthelong and narrow
lakes, extending towards the north, there are many
alligators ; and having expressed a wish to see the
Singalese mode of taking and destroying them, they
readily agreed to gratify me; and this led to my
having most cxcellent and extraordinary sport in
hunting, or I should rather say fishing .them!
They were net long m finding in Bovegpdd€ lake,
and wounding with large and heavy spears a large
alligator, which managed to cscape from them into
deep water. After a short search, they found
another ; but as he was only about fourteen feet
long, they soon dispatched him with their long
spears. There was no risk or amusement what-
ever, in this way of slaughtering them; for, when
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once the barbed spears were-driven into them, they
could make no resistance.

I soon became tired of and dlsgusted with this
butchering occupation ; and requested that an in-
telligent blacksmith might be sent to me from
Galle, to whom I explained, after a good deal of
trouble, what I wanted ; and by making a pattern
" in wood, I got him to fashion for me, for next day’s
sport, a small trident-shaped spear or harpoon,
which had a socket to receive a long handle, made
of tough and pliable wood, which could be easily
disengaged when the alligator was struck. In this
way I fully expected to have the fellow fairly
caught and held fast by the barbs. I also hoped
that, by means of a line fastened to the harpoon,
I should be able to play him, as we do pike or sal-
mon at home.

Though apparently little satisfied with my con-
trivance, and inclined to laugh at the idea of my
thus catching alligators, the people assembled in
considerable numbers, at one of the deepest and
more distant lakes, where alligators were known to
be numerous, in order to see how I was to pro-
ceed ; but, they at the same time assured me, that
their mode of dispatching them was by far the
- best and safest.

I took with me in the canoe a Singalesc, whom 1
had remarked the day before to b€ dexterous in
using the spear, and who seemed to "know where
to look for alligators. Lncouraged by me, he had
not been long poking about among some tall reeds,
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which grew in the tolerably deep and dark coloured
water, before he drove the instrument well. into a
good sized ome. The wounded animal instantly
twitched the loﬁg and pliant handle out of his
hands, and away he went, dragging along the canoe,
with us in it, in fine style, causing the water as it
were to boil around him. In a few minutes, how-
ever, he became sluggish: and at last lay like a
log at the bottom. We then paddled to the shore,
and giving the greatly astonished and amused
people the end of the lne, they hauled him out of
his oozy bed, already almost dead; the harpoon
having been forced, notwithstanding the hardness
of his back, nearly through his body, in which 1t
held fast, as I expected, by the long and strong
barbs— he was nearly eighteen feet in length. |
Not long after, we had another upon our hooks
or barbs, which afforded still less sport, and con-
trived to get away from us. DButa third, of even
larger size than the first, and which we weré some
time in finding, went off when struck, in the most
furious manner imaginable ; and, in giving him
line, my companion awkwardly hecame entangled
in it, and was pulled out of the canoe into the
lake! As he scemed unable to swim, I instantly
seized him by the large roll of harr, which they
all wear on the crown of their heads, but I could
not venture t¢ pull him in, lest he should upset the
small canoe. I cont_rived,'however, to cast off the
line attached to the harpoon, and which still stuck

fast in the alligator, and then made for the hank,
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paddling as well as I could with one hand, and
holding up my ally by the hair with-the other,
and In such a position, as to prevent his laymg
hold of the side of the unsteady canoe. Having
soon safely landed, him, he without hesitation got
once more Into the canoe, and we set off to endeavonr
to recover the line and harpoon, and perhaps the
alligator, which I concluded had been too much
alarmed to venture to touch the poor fellow when
in the water. Luckily, we soon perceived the line
about a foot under water, got hold of it, and gave
a tug, to ascertain if our customer was still at the
end of it—upon which off he went in good style;
but had ‘scarcely gone ten yards, when, like the
first, he came to a dead stand and would not move.
He was therefore similarly hauled to land, amidst
the shouting of our assistants; but he was still |
alive, and well able to give battle, which he did
stoutly, by laying about him with his tail, at the
same time gnashing his terrific teeth, and uttering
a strange sort of noise or cry. The people, how-
ever, soon settled him with their long spears and
clubs. |

Before my return to Galle, I had another day’s
sport of this kind; and I fully intend to have many
more : the Singalese, morecover, had now beconte
satisfied that my contrivance was not a bad one,
though they still preferred their ocwn safer and
more expeditious plan; and in this idea they were .
confirmed, by what they in one instance saw ;, for
a large alligator, which I had struck with the har-



"HIGH CASTE LADIES. 171

poon, rose instantly to the surface, within a yard
or two of the canoe, and looked so fiercely at me,
that 1 thought it best to send a ball through his
head; which settled him in a moment. 1 had
thought it well to have my gun with me; but it
was so fastened to the canoe, that, in case of an
upset, it could not be lost in the lake. I must now
beg to assure the reader, that I never in Scotland,
Ireland, nor In any other part of the world, had
half such amusing and interesting sport from salmon,
pike, or trout, as on this occasion from alligators;
and should he be an amateur, and ever have the
good luck to come yo Ceylog, or to be in a couniry
where such sport can be enjoyed, I hope he will
adopt my plan, and try his hand at Alligator-
fishing. S |

During my stay at Bovegoddé, several presepts
were sent me by some of the high caste people.
One Lady, in particular, scnt eleven men, cach
carrying a different kind of fruit upon his head,
in a tray or a large flat wooden dish. I could, of
course, only express my thanks for her kindness;
for waiting upon her was guite out of the questjon,
and altogether contrary to etiquette.  But, not-
withstanding their precautions or shyness, I have
occasiénally con’ ived to see some of the high caste
ladies, both young and old ; the former, who are
by no means *very dark complexioned, were often
pretty, neat; and clean in their dress and persons,
and they wear a profusion of pold and silver orna-
ments, most of them very large. If I might ven-
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ture to give an opinion, in a matter of such im-
portance, I should be inclined to say, that Singalese
Belles would be much to the taste of Turks; as
they have almost all a tendency towards comfortable
corpulency. A late Monarch’s criterion of beauty
—* fat, fair and forty”—would not, however, an-
‘swer as a rule here ; yet even he, fastidious as he
seems to have been, might have approved of many
of them under twenty; but at a very early age,
they lose all their beauty; and, too often become
ugly, old, withered.looking hags. They likewise
become confirmed betel-chewers, which greatly and
quickly 1mpairs that loveliness which they almost
all possess when young, as it renders their really
fine teeth, gums and lips—at least, to us Euro-
peans—of a disgusting reddish colour. This, to
blngaleso beaux, is unimportant ; they are not
siven to kissing,

I witnessed herc a ceremony which I had not
before heard of, and which amused me greatly. It
was that of the women clothing the Priests of one
of the temples, cight in number; and this I find
1s done annually, Cotton, of which vast quantities
grow, 1 may say, wild in Ceylon, (and to this I
request the attention of settlers,) is prepared, dyed
yellow, spun, and woven into cloth—all in one day;
and, as ‘many hands mak_ light work,” ' these
drones stood in the evening at the shrines of their
gods 1n new garments, before hundreds‘of the peo-
ple. The ceremony was performed in the temple,

Jto the deafening and astounding moise of at least
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twenty tom-toms, and several loud squeaking and
squalling pipes, beaten and blown with surprising
“zeal and devotion the entire day, and which were
distinctly heard all over the country.

I likewise saw at Bovegoddé what the people
called a water fight, between, as they told me, two
competitors for a dark-eyed maid: one of the
lovers, the challenger, being highly cxasperated by
the pangs which the green-eyed monster—jealousy,
generated in his Feart. They both stood up to
their knees in the lake, opposite each other; and,
-with their hands, constantly dashed the water, in a |
curlous and expert manner, into each other’s faces,
I saw the combatants thus—I can scarcely say,
hotly engaged, abiout nine in the morning ; and, at
three in the afternoon, they were still hard at
work, and the battle was then still doubtful ; for,
according to established rule, whichever of the two
warriors, no matter what may be the pretence or
cause, stops first, if it be only for a fnoment, dash-
ing water at his adversary, is considered to be van-
quished. Hundreds of people were looking on,
apparently deeply interested in the result; as he
who is thus overcome, as they assured me, is never
known again to aspire to the hand of the lady who
has caused the antifebrile combat. What a pity it
15, that this cooling mode of settling disputes, is
not introduced into the Green Isle, and made to
supersede the sprig system, so prevalent there.

I confess that, when business at last compelled
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- goddé and my kind Singalese friends with regret.
I, however, promised soon to return, and the Coral,
in order to induce me to do so, undertook to have
the bungalow, &c. taken eare of; and requested
that I would only let him know a day or two before
[ loft Galle, so that he might have the shrubs and
flowers replaced by even more beautiful kinds than
those which were now beginning to fade, and which
I had so much admired. .

The season has now arrived, when we daily see
vessels of a strange construction and rig come into
Galle harbour, from some parts of the Continent, .
and from the islands in the Indian wcean. The
traders and sailors on board of them are as sin-
cularly and differently dressed ; their manners, cus-
toms, religions, modes of thinking and acting, are
also as various as the languages they speak, Toa
person lately from ILurope, this 1s a very striking
and amusing scene. Some of them come to dis-
pose of their native commodities or produce; but
the greater part to purchase articles of English
manufacture to take back with them. As a mart
for the people of the East, Galle has, however,
oreatly fallen off ; and the inhabitants tell me that
not a quarter the number of vessels arrive now-a-
days as formerly ; and they, I believe truly, assign
as a reason for this, that the articles those strangers
require can now be bought cheaper elsewhere. By
far the finest race of men amongst this” heterogene-
ous assemblage are the Moors, who are almost all
tall and well proportioned, with countenances both
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handsome and intelligent; and the noble white
flowing beards of the venerable looking old men
give them a very dignified appearance. These
Moors, or Moormen, as they are usually called, are
a trading, enterprising people, with a very martial
look ; even their galt is soldierlike. Numbers of
them are settled in Ceylon ; but they keep up con-
stant Intercourse with their own tribes, which are
scattered all over the East.

The natives of the Maldive (or, as the people
call them, Mahaledive) islands, are also a fine, in-
telligent looking: people ; and we have directions
from Government,- to treat them; on all occasions,
with every possible attention, as a mark of gur high
approbation of their humanity, and as a return for
their kindness and hospitality to Europeans, espe-
cially to such as have the misfortune to be ship-
wrecked upon their islands. Their King sends
annually by an Ambassador, as he is called, trifling
presents to the Governor-General of Ceylon, and
also to the Commandant of Galle ; and, as the one
coming here is daily expected, I have already been
furnished with the present I am to make the King
in return for what he usually sends. ;

It surprises me, that the people who annually
congregate here from so many countries, most of
whom, at least almost all of the higher castes, can
read and writg, and who are far from being either
ignorant or karbarous, should be still so little ad-
vanced in the knowledge of navigation ; especially
ag they have, for so many years past, been in con-
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stant intercourse with us, and have had every day
opportunities of seeing how boldly our ships stand
out into the ocean. Notwithstanding these advan-
tages, they continue to sail .at stated seasons, and
before the periodical winds; coming with the one -
and returning with the other monsoon. During
their slow progress, in their badly constructed ves-
sels, they as seldom as possible venture out of sight
of land; thus they arc a very long time in perform-
ing a voyage, which to us would only be the busi-
ness of a few days; in short, they are no farther
advanced in a knowledge of navigation than the
world was when Paul was carried prisoner to
Rome. They know little or nothing of taking an
observation of the sum, to determine even their la-
titade, and the instrument they use for this pur-
pose, (when they use any), is of the most rude con-
struction ; though not much wmore so than the old
quadrants, some of which were shewn to me in
Portugal as curiosities, from having belonged to the
carly navigators of that nation; and which were,
most likely, superior in make to those used at that
period by the English. At night, the natives of
India still steer by the stars, or more frequently,
when practicable, they anchor close to the land, and
wait for mormmg.

But the assembling at Galle of so many people
from different countries seems to pojnt 1f out as a
centre from whence Missionaries of the Church of
England might, if sufficient pains were taken, set

e ot aTn avavase dectra nf come of the more
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influential mdrchants, when they return to their
homes. The authorities of Galle, by a little civility
and attention to such visitors, could easily gain
their good will and confidence ; which would natu-
rally be extended to the Missionarics, with whom
they might become intimate even before their de-
parture, and which would insure for them after-
wards, and in the coursc of their labours, at least,
respect and attention from their countrymen., On
the part of the Missionary a perfect knowledge of
the language spoken, and capability of teaching in
1t, are most essential points, which ought never to
be overlooked, in the selection of those who are
desirous of devoting themselves to the conversion
of the heathen, or who may have to contend with
the followers of Mahommed, with many of whom
they must expect to come into contact. Ignorance
of the language of a people, and only acquiring it
by slow degrees among them, and in the daily
habits of intercourse, as is too often the case, is
much against a Missionary heing able, however
great his zeal, to inspire those whom he wishes to
mmstruct In a new relig'iﬂn, with that necessary
respect for himself personally, or for it. Indeed,
an 1mperfect acquaintance with the language
spoken in the country he goes to, gives the would-
be teacher an appearance of inferiority, even
in intellect, anxd certainly in argument; conse-
quently, in place of gaining, he daily loses ground,
and ultimately becomes an object of neglect and
even ridienle.
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Seeing this great difficulty in the way of our
being able to return of ourselves, or by the aid of
others, to the true God, I am lost in awe and won-
der, when 1 consider the inscrutable dealings of
Providence with men. The confounding their
language at DBabel —as some have presumed to.
imagine—and their consequent dispersion through-
out the world, bad, as some suppose, the effect of
producing all the varlous systems of idolatry and
absurdity, always and still so prevalent ; but what
are they all, but corruptions of the one true reli-
glon ostablished in Paradise, of which they still
retain some of the principles or emblems?  "Lhese,
by degrees, were further corrupted, and continued
to be more and more so, by always erring mortals,
until & knowledge of their Creator and Preserver
was entirely lost on carth, except where He him-
self, who declarcs that, ¢ My ways are not your
ways, and My thoughts arc mot your thoughts,”
was graciously pleased to preserve it—that 18 to
say, among the descendants of Abraham. DBut, in
the fulness of time, the Messiah came 1nto the
world, to call mankind out of the darkness, or total
ionorance 1into which they had fallen, when leit to
themselves and their own devices, and to restore to
them a knowledge of the true God. Yet, the pro-
pagation of this great and essential truth, has
always been, and is still, mysteriourly retarded, for
some wise purpose, by the diversity of language or
tongue to be met with in every part of the world.
Galle, however, appears to be a favourable point,
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from whence efficient Missionaries might proceed,
with every prospect of accomplishing as much as is
intended to be accomplished, until the ¢ times. of
the Gentiles shall be fulfilled.”

What I have just introduced, may, perhaps, by
. some, be considered an unnecessary digression; but, I
have still,—-in order to shew the modes of acting, and
the feelings by which certain classes of the natives of
the East are influenced,—1I have still to mention one
curious circumstance. A wealthy merchant, lately
settled here, whose son and heir had attained an
age when 1t 1s usual to perform some religious
ceremonies, deemed 1t incumbent upon him to com.
ply with the custom, and therefore,—to use his own
expressions,— called together, from the countries
round about, his relations and friends, to eat, drink,
and be merry with him, for many days, upon the
joyful occasion. The day for the commencement of
the ceremonies had been fixed, and a great feast
prepared, which did not cost the merchant less than
8000 dollars, when two priests, and some of the
better class of Moormen, waited upon me, in due
form, as Commandant, to represent that this upstart,
as they styled him, though rich, was not by birth
entitled to go with his friends, as they intended,
through the streets, with tom-toms beating, pipes
playing, colours flying, artificial representations of
towers, temples, &ec. illuminated and carried by
men, attendsd by others, letting off magnificent
fireworks ;—in preparing which the Moormen are
Very ingenious.

N <
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As these are points of vast importance here n
the eyes of the -people, I thought it right to consuls
those who I supposed could set me right ; and the
result was, that I found myself reluctantly obliged
to prohibit the procession, as 1 apprehended that
riots, if not bloodshed, might be the consequence ;
for the parties were greatly exasperated agalinst
each other.

The much distressed merchant now waited upon
me, accompanied by all his friends, and by several
other priests, some of them resident in Ceylon, and
others from the Continent, in order to prove fo me,
that by birth he was fully entitled to do all I have
mentioned ; but that thc opposing party, his
cnemics, were offended, because he had not thought
fit to invite them, and feast them also; and that
they, besides, wished to take advantage of his being
an unprotected stranger in Galle. I had, therefore,
again to take the matter into consideration.

Both parties sent in memorials, (golng to the
expense of having them translated into E:;lglish),
containing arguments for and against the indulgence
being in this instance granted. At last they com-
pletely puzzled me, and fearing there would be a
battle between them, I thought it best tp act for
myself, and to permit the merchant to do as he
pleased ; and the more so as 1 saw clearly, that
both jealousy and bad feeling actuzted the hearts
of his opponents ; and in this view of the case. 1 was
confirmed, by threc of the oldest and most respect:

able Moors, who declared, after long and due
-
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deliberation, ¢ that he was entitled to celebrate the
religious and other rites as he intended, and, if only
sanctioned by the Commandant, he would be justi-
fied in humbling his adversaries, even unto the
dust.” Under such circumstances it was necessary
_to take precautions, so as to insure tranquillity ; but
Galle, I believe, never before witnessed a more
brilliant display than on this occasion. ¢ To do me
honour, for having enabled him to maintain his just
rights,” the worthy merchant had the procession
assembled about nine at night in ffont of the King’s
house, where most of the fireworks were let off. His
son, literally dressed in cloth of gold, and amost
covered with costly ornaments, was then brought
into the room where L sat with some friends, per-
“sonally to express his father’s and his own thanks
for my kindness; but this was done in such an
abject and humiliating manner as to annoy me
exceedingly. Before this, he had paraded the
streets, surrounded by his relatives and friends,
each carrying a large 'bl_@zing"tori:h;who sung or
 rather shouted with all their might, making the
very houses shake again with their acclamations,
the beating of tom-toms, squalling of pipes, and the
loud reports of fireworks. |

These Moors dress in a neat and becoming man-
ner. 'Their robes, as I may call them, are made of
fine white calicd, of a very large size, and drawn 1n
tight at the waist, round which they have a belt of
worked calico. On their heads, they wear a small
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cap or turban ; and in their ears very large and long
ear-rings, usually of gold or silver, inlaid with pre-
cious stones of various colours, which are often of
great value.

Having for a few days nothing of importance,
the way of business, to attend to, I was again glad"
to cscape from mere trifling concerns, as well as
from the common routine of military matters, and
to set off for Bovegoddé, accompanied by Mr. F—,
the Staff Officer of the district. We found, as I
expected, every thing prepared for us by the Coral,
and our other friends, who were assembled, as
usual, to receive us; and who obligingly offered to
procure for us as many fowls and eggs, and as much
milk, &ec. as we might want, and to be also s'ervice-j
able in any other way we chose to point out. 1,
however, found it necessary to tell them, that I
could not possibly think of accepting as presents
any articles of food, nor even fruits, but must be
allowed to pay for them; and I begged that the
Coral, in order to convince me that he was ready to
oblige me, would now accept of a trifling present I
had brought with me, of a couple of palampores;
and also some powder and shot, which I kpevgthey’
had difficulty in procuring. He readily and good-
humouredly agreed to my terms, which pleased me
the more, as 1 did not feel comfortable, at having,r
when last at Bovegoddé, been obligéd to accept of
presents, even though they were chiefly. of fruit.
But, worthy reader, 1 suppose, that you have now |
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concluded, that I have altogethep, unwisely, given
" over taking any care of, or precautions for, the pre-
servation of my health, in a country such as Ceylon
was of old represented to be. At all events, 1 con-
fess that I now at all hours go about, in spite of the
climate, shooting snipes even under a vertical sun,
driving deer and other animals in the jungle ; and,
in short, doing just as I please, and as 1 did formerly
as a sportsman in merry England, or in any other
part of the world ; and would not you, if similarly
tempted, do thic same?—especially if you could
bag, without much tmﬁb]e‘ or difficulty, and without
a dog to point the game for you, twenty or thirty.
couples of snipes in a few hours, although it might
be about noon ; and, in the mornings and evenings,
some decr, clk, hogs, pea and jungle-fowl, and
probably a few alligators. 'This can easily be done
in this part of Ceylon; and I assure the reader,
that a few days ago, and in a short space of time, 1
killed thirty-two couples of snipes-—which I consider
the best bird that we bring to our tables; and my
companion, Mr. F-—, brought down twenty-one.
Snipe shooting in the heat of the day may, I admit,
‘be unsafe for some people ; but the wonder would
be, how a real sportsman could possibly withstand
the temptation of bagging, w ithout firing into flocks,
thirty or forty couples of snipes. Dut only imagine,
that you see me walking qu1etly along, in an old and
somewhat wet paddy- ﬁeld my huge dog Bran at my
heels ; and though he docs not point, he has been
trained, (and this is only one branch of his educa-

L]
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tion), to go 'fﬂrward after I fire, to bring and lay at
my feet the game killed, whatever it may be, but
not until he is told to do so; ‘and Bran is a sensible
dog, though certainly not a beauty. A native also
usually walks behind me, to carry the game,.and
holds up an umbrella, under which I stand when
loading my gun. In some places, I have almost io
kick up the snipes; and so numerous dre they, that
they. occasionally fly out of a swampy place in a
large flock. In truth, I could kill far more than I
have stated, were I to fire into such a mass of birds,
and were it not that 1 get tired of firing: but, I
have besidesto recollect, that fine powder, as well as
Walker and Parker’s patent shot, are rather expen-
stve articles in this part of the world. 1 think,
however, that 1 have now been sufficiently explicit,
to enable a sporting reader to understand what
snipe shooting in the sun is in Ceylon; and I shal] -
only add, that I often bring home in the bag, two
or three couples of the beautiful large painted snipe,
which are so much admired, not only for their
plumage, but also on account of their size and
superior flavour. |
We had brought with us a shark hook, which I
had procured from a ship in Galle harbour, and
with it we tried to catch the alligators; but we
were greatly puzzled as to what sort of bait to use.
We had no difficulty in floating the hook with a few
pieces of the buoyant reeds, which grows along with
flags and sometimes bamboos, upon the shores of
lakes ; and amongst which alligators are usually to
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“be found ; but on this occasion, they seemed not to

fancy either pieces of beef, or dead ducks or fowls ;
and as for cruelly attaching those birds alive to the
hook, even if they could have been kept above

. water, we could not think of doing so. We, there-

fore found, at last, that, with all our contrivances,
wé were unable to entice these dangerous creatures
to bite at our baits, In short, this mode of angling
soon became tiresome, though it reminded us of
what we had read of the glant’s piscatory amuse-
ments :—

‘“ His angle rod made of a sturdy oak,
His line a cable, which in storms ne’er broke,
His hook he baited with a dragon’s tail,
And sat upon a rock, and bobb’d for whale.”

As we had thus completely failed in our attempts

. to take alligators with bait, we had recourse to my

plan of the harpoon; and, having gone to one of the
more distant narrow lakes, to which we had the
small canoe carried, we soon had sport cnough,
Mr, F-—-— and I went in the canoe ; and he being
an excellent hand at the paddle, and I having now
become a tolerable adept with the harpoon, we
managed so well, that we were never even in danger
of being ‘upset, nor did any accident whatever
happen. An alligator killed on this occasion was
fully, as we calculated, twenty-one feet in length ;
but he did not afford half so much sport, nor did
he dash alodg in anything like the style, which
those of about sixtecn or eighteen had done. Very
few of them shewed much spunk when they were

L |
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once brought on shore; and after having given a
few thumps with their hard tails, they were quickly
settled by the people with their spears and clubs,
who now seemed greatly to enjoy the sport. I was
told, that some of the low castes were very deeply
interested spectators; for they fully intended, as
soon as we were gone, to have good slices of the
allicator’s flesh to take home with them, as a treat
for themselves and their families. Not one of the
alligators, after being landed, ever attempted to
bite the natives, though they generally displayed
their terrific rows of sharp teeth.

The following day, we went considerably farther
into the country than I had done when here before,
and in a direction where there are several lakes or
long ponds, frequented by multitudes of water-fowl;
of which we shot so many, that we were 1nduced to
send, to our fricnds at Galle, presents of ducks,
teal, &c. to whom they were most acceptable ; for
sunpowder being very scarce and dear, the Singalese
(if they could even shoot), cannot procure it, and
are therefore, on this account, as well as from
want of inclination, I may say, never sportsmen ;
wild fow] are, consequently, but seldom seen in the
bazaars. The soil and features of the country,
which we hurriedly passed through, seemed to be
much the same as in the nelghbourhood of
Bovegodde—that is, thickly woodeds but evidently
capable of being much improved b§ cultivation;

the first steps towards which are, of course, clearing,
and in some places, partially draining.
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~In the evening, I was told, by one of the servants,
that there was a great sportsman residing in the
neighbourhood, who killed numbers of beasts and
birds, whenever he could afford to purchage, or, by
any means procure; powder and shot for the pur-
pose. He was styled by the natives, Don Pedro,
&e. &c., he being descended from the ancient
Portuguese conquerors of the sea coast. 1 sent for
him, intending to profit from- his knowledge of the
country, and also to make him, if 1 found him
obliging, a present of some coarse gunpowder, which
[ had brought with me from Galle. .'To my surprise,
I found that he was a person who had before pari-
cularly attracted my notice. IHe had a strongly
marked Portuguese countenance; but his com-

. plexion was evidently not a little darkened, either
by climate, or, by what was morc likely, a dash of
“Singalese blood. He wore an amazingly broad-
brimmed straw hat, with a green ribhon tied round
its low crown ; a blue and white s'tri_‘ped ‘and very
short jacket ; . tight white cotton pantaloons; no
shirt, .neckcloth, nor stockings; but he had on a
pair of old shoes or slippers, tied with brownish
coloured tape—in short, hc was one of the most
perfect figures I had ever beheld.

He assured me, in English, which he spoke toler-
ably well, that he could take us to places where we
should have the finest shooting in the world—espe-
cially snipe?and waterfowl of all kinds; and cer-
tainly we were not disappointed, for we saw far too
many of both, as they often got up in such flocks as
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quite astonished ws. I had given Don Pedro a
large supply of powder and shot’; and he very
soon convinced me, that he was as keen a shot, and
as droll a fellow, as I had ever met with. He had,
however, no idea of firing at single birds, but al-
ways into the most numerous flocks, bringing down
with his very old, clumsy and heavy gun, at least
half-a-dozen at each discharge ; after which he in-
variably gave a hurra, or exclaimed as loudly as he
could—Viva! I was really quite amused with the
poor Don, who often came up to-me, to express his
dehght, and to assure me that he had never before
had so much powder to fire away, and to ask me, if
in any part of the world I had ever had such sport !
When we returned in the afternoon to the bun-
galow, (for we had been out the whole day), the
Don was informed of my alligator fishing, with
which I was told that he was greatly delighted.
He soon after came up to me, and requested that
I would allow him to try what he could do with the
shark-hook : and, as I had been altogether unsuc-
cessful with it, I desired a servant to give it to him.
In about half an hour, we were requested to go out,
as he had completed his preparations. He had
constructed, of reeds and flags, a small square
raft ; and, to my surprise, I saw fastened by a strong
cord upon it, an unfortunate dog, which he had,
before I arrived, set adrift on the lake, fully ex-
pecting that an alligator would seize nim, before
the raft was carried across the lake by the breeze,
which at the time was bl@wing freshly from the sea.
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- To the cord, which went round the dog’s neck, was
hanging the shark-hook, indicating, too plainly, the
fate that awaited him. The poor creature howled
most piteously, as he was carried slowly along, the
least movernent he made all but upsetting the un-
steady raft. I every moment expected that he
must inevitably do so; indeed, the delighted Don
now told me, with great glee, that he calculated
this would happen, in which case he had no doubt,
but an alligator would swallow both dog and hook,
and that the floating raft would continue to point
out to us where they were. 1 could bear this' bar-
barity no longer; and, to his .great surprise and
disappointment, I sent off a servant in the canoe, to
save the poor dog, which was brought on shore, —got
as much as he could eat, and was then allowed to
return to the jungle, from whence he had been
brought to be used as a bait. At night, without
my being aware of it, the shark-hook was again set,
and I had afterwards reason to suspect, was baited
with another pariah dog. In the morning, when
the rope to which it was attached was pulled, it
was ascertained that an alligator had swallowed the
hook ; he was soon dragged on shore, already more
than half dead, anll eonsequently afforded no sport
whatever, for he had not only gorged the hook, but
also the strong chain attached to it. I hope to be

able to have Don Pedro with me 1n future excur-
sions. "



CHAPTER IX.

‘¢ *Tis written on the earth’s green breast,
In grass and smiling herbage drest,
And deck’d with many a gemmy flower,
And fruit tree rich, and greenwood bower,—
That God is love, who thus supplies
All living things’ neccessttics,
And from his kind and liberal hanp
Profusion sheds on every land.”

JOURNEY FROM GALLE, THROUGH GANGEBODDE-PATTOO, ETC.
TO THE SAFTFRAGAM DISTRICT—REMARKS=-THE COUNTRY
BRIEFLY DESCRIBED ¥FROM BALANGODDE TO THE MOUNTAIN
PASS BETWEEN SAFFRAGAM AND UPPER OUVAH—SOME
NECESSARY OBSERVATIONS—RETURN FROM® VELANGAHENA
BY THE WAY OF RATNAPORA AND CALTURA TO GALLE—
RECEPTION OF THE AMBASSADOR FROM THE MALDIVE
ISLANDS —USEFUL RZEMARKS UPON THE SOILS OF CEYLON—
THE CINNAMON TREE, ITS CULTURE, MANAGEMENT, AND
YREPARATION FOR EXPORT—THE RUINOUS CONSEQUFENCES
ARISING FROM THE IMPOLICY OF LEVYING A HIGH DUTY
UPON CEYLON CINNAMON—SALT, THE VAST QUANTITY FOUND
IN THE LAKES ON THE SEA COAST OF THE MEGAM-PATTOO—
LANDS WIHICH MIGHT BE DISPOSED OF TO SETTLERS—THE
VAST BENEFITS WHICH MAY BE DERIVED FROM A JUDICIQOUS
SYSTEM OF IRRIGATION—THE GREAT PROPORTION OF LAND
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OF MOCTH A,

Having heard a oreat deal of the magnificent
scenery, and healthy and fine country, which is
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sitnated between Ratnapora and the fort named
after my friend Colonel Macdonald, of the 19th
Regiment, I set off from Galle (much as I dislike
that mode of travelling,) in my palanquin, in which
Iintended always to sleep; and took with me but
one servant and a sufficient number of bearers and
cn'{;lies, who carried light loads of supplies, which
would be required by the whole party, including
a corporal and three Malays, whom 1 found 1t
necessary to take with me, as many parts of the
~ roads were said to be infested with wild elephants,
&c. 1 purposed, also, to perform the greater part
. of the j journey on foot.
I took the road, or rather track, which I before
alluded to, on the left bank of the (Giundura river,
which passes through the charming Gangeboddé-
paitdﬂ, and the wild country that lies betwixt Man-
toonpitty and the Saffragam district ; and at length,
but with considerable difficulty, owing, I may say,
to the total want of paths, through a very wild
district, in which we had frequent alarms, and met
with some trifling adventures, I got into the road

from Ratnapora to Badulla, somewhere between
a small village. called Denewaka and Balangodds,
which cannot, as I conjectured, be much less than
two thousand feet above the level of the sea. 'The
latter, during the rebellion, was a military post of
some importance, but is now of course neglected.
I had for the last three days been working my way
- through a country in a very wild state, but capable

I . | L] -_ - -l —



192 MOUNTAIN SCENERY.

traffic carried through it. Until that is done no
European should think of settling in 1t: Indeed,
the same may be said of all the country in this
direction ; for until roads are made, to connect
certain well selected points with the Giundura,
Kalloo, and other rivers, where they become
navigable for paddy-boats, no agriculturist can hope
to be successful in his pursuits, or to be able to
effect any important object. The expense of send-
ing his produce to a market, or to a port for ship-
ment, would more than swallow up all the profits
which might arise from it. The remarks which
I now make particularly apply to that verdant,
-very hilly, and loftily situated tract beyond Ve- -
langahena, which I have yet to notice. -

The scenery around Balangoddé, though wild,
is very beautiful and picturesque, especially towards
the northward, where there is a range of very
striking mountains, which cannot fail to impress
the mind with somewhat of surprise, and to excite
the admiration of a person beholding them from the
hill upon which the old fort is situatedes After
resting here for about two hours, we went on six
or seven miles further towards Alutneura, passing
through a country partially cultivated, and in many
respects similar to that we had just left. I should
observe, that soon after we left Balangoddé we had
to cross what 1 believed to be a dranch of the
Welewy river, which from thence secmed to flow
into a very rugged, thickly-wooded, and hilly terri-
torv. iIn which T was told that there were manv
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wild animals. We halted for the night in some
half-ruined houses, in what had once been a military
post, situated about a mile from the temple of
Alutneura ; which edifice (after crossing what must
be a furious torrent in the rainy seasons,) I visited
in the evening ; and though 1 was given to under-
stind by the priests that it was fully a thousand
years old, yet it was still in a good state of repair.
[ saw nothing worthy of notice in this Dewalé.
Next morning was so delightfully cool-—1ndeed,
the coolies were shivering with cold—that I could
have fancied myself in England. 'The scenery,
especially the immense mountainous range to the
northward, continued to be most magnificent and
striking. As we proceeded towards Kalapahané,
about thirteen miles from Alutneura, the country
became more and more wild, hilly, and rocky;
some of the hills were bare, some wooded, and
others covered only with a kind of long, coarse

: grass, of a deep green colour. Mists were, as

usual, floating above and down the sides of these
lofty mountains, occasionally passing over us, and
then extending themselves so as to assume the
appearance of fine lakes in many parts of the lower
country to our right. In fact, the scenery the
whole way to Kalapahané was of the most mag-
nificent and issposing description; but I observed
as 1 went along, that the country had here and
there the marks of having been formerly inhabited
and cultivated, though it now appeared, I may say,
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breakfast at Kalapahané, which was once a military
post, but had now for some time been abandoned.
We then proceeded to cross the mountain of Idal-
gashena, which was really a laborious undertaking,
as its summit is said to be upwards of 4,600 feet
above the level of the sea. I shall not attempt to
describe the splendid mountain scenery I beheld in
ascending this pass, between Saffragam and Upper
Ouvali; but when I got through it, I all at once
saw an immense extent of hilly country, covered
with exceedingly green grass, situated in the midst
of lofty and bluish-coloured mountains. No jungle
whatever was to be seen; and it was truly striking,
and at the same time pleasing, to look from moun-
tain to mountain, over a great exient of verdant
and generally rounded hills, which were spread out,
as it were, before me, like one of those fascinating
and attractive paintings, which we cannot believe,
from their overcolouring and transcendant loveli-
ness, to have been copied from nature. But what
an extent of pasture land, placed in a cool and
favourable climate, is there for Europeans to’settle
in, had Sir Edward Barnes only had time to carry
out his gigantic conceptions and plans, for ‘making
roads to 1t and through it ; which is all it wants to
render 1t available for many agricultural purposes!
A road, in his time, was completed from Kandy to
Badulla; and, in fuortherance of his views, has
of late years been carried on to Horton Plains,
Nuwara, Ellia, &c.; but where are the roads by
which the produce of this fertile country could be

!
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. conveniently conveyed to a sea-port or market?
I am aware that people can go in that direction to
purchase cattle for the stations upon the sea-coast,
and which are usunally given in exchange for articles
of English manufacture ; these they can drive down
the passes and through the jungle, but little else
cah he carried into, or out of 1it, except on the
shoulders of coolies.
 An European settler, to make his produce profit-
able to him, must be able to take it himself by carts
or boats to a market; and surely, though the
means emploved by Sir Edward Barnes can no
longer be spoken of, yet it ought to be a great
national object, to throw open a fine and valuable
territory to enterprising men, who are anxious to
employ their capital in its cultivation; and who
can do so advantageously, from being able, as I
have already shewn, to procure native labourers at
a moderate rate of wages. Dut want of roads is as
insuperable a barrier to industry as want of labour.
Yet look at North America, the Cape of Good
Hope, New Holland, and Van Diemen’s Land,
except where convict labour has been made available,
and I may now add, New Zealand, the few and
thinly scattered natives of which cannot give much
assistance to emigrants—at least, such as they can
long afford to pay for, while Ceylon in all respects
—even including roads—must stand pre-eminent
~ and inviting.* 1 therefore trust that Sir Robert

* But to convince any one, however sceptical, that the better
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Peel, and Lord Stanley as Colonial Secretary, will
rive this most important subject that consideration
it so well merits. But the acceunt (which the
reader will find in the Appendix)of the proceedings
of a public meeting lately held in ILondon, (the
wishes of the gentlemen present have, it seems,
been submitted to Lord Stanley,) will shew whether
"I am right or not, as to the view I take of the
ruinous consequences which must ensue to settlers
possessing some capital, if they employ mechanies
and labourers from Europe in our new colonies.
No doubt it must be an object with landowners and
speculators, by every means to induce and encourage
emigrants of all classes to proceed to the parts of
the world where their cheaply acqﬁuired territories

rates necessarily demanded for i, the following notice 1 should
consider sufficient; for it must be evident, that it is not so
much the redundancy of labour, as the want of means to pay for
it, which causes the distress afluded to.

“ EMIGRATION TO THE CANADAS,

““ The government agent for emigration has caused a copy of the
following notice to be posted at the Dublin Custom House, as a
caution to persons about to emigrate :—

‘“ Government Emigration Office,
Custom House, Dublin, Aug. 11, 1842,

‘“ The latest advices from New Brunswick continue to describe
the redundancy of labour which still exists ; and that, conse-
quently, great distress prevails there,

* Persons mtending to proceed to that nﬂnlnny are hereby
warned, that toe many emigrants have arrived there already this
BEBROI.

“J. E‘. HoppER, Government Agent.”
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are situated ; but it must surely be evident, that it
would be well if such persons were, before they
went out, to make due inquiries, and then seriously
consider, if they can afford to pay, or if the labour-
ing classes can possibly long be paid, the amount
of wages, &c. set forth at these meetings, as well
a» 11 numerous works lately published, extolling
the advantages to be derived from emigration, no
matter as to what part of the world it may be
directed.*

- But having made too long a digression, I must
now bring to a conclusion the brief account of this
very agreeable excursion. We had still a deep
glen to cross before we could reach Velangahena,
and in doing so, I observed, here and there, among
patches of trees, some very beautiful wild flowers
and shrubs; but I was particularly struck with a
few fine rhododendrons, which I could scarcely have
.expected to find in so elevated and exposed a situa-
tion; at least, in such perfection. After spending
a very cool and delightful evening, and a’ night’
- much too cold for my almost naked followers, at thg
old military station of Velangahena, where, I had
previously decided, that my journey in this direc-
tion was to terminate, I set off at sun rise - the
following morning, on my return to Galle; taking
Alutneura, Denewaka, Ratnapora, (a most de-
lightful militatjr station, situated amidst rocky,
wooded hills and deep valleys, and upon a branch
of the fine Kalloo river,) and Idengoddé in my

% See Appendix O,
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way to Caltura ; thus passing leisurely and agree-
ably through one of the most beautiful and pic-
turcsque countries imaginable. . I have already
spoken of Caltura, and it is therefore unnecessary
again to express my admiration of that truly de-
lightful station. From thence I proceeded by the
sea coast to Galle. Though during our progress
we were sometimes very near coming in contact
with elephants, &c. yet we had no adventures, nor
did any accident happen of sufficient importance to
be brought to the reader’s notice.

On my return to Galle, I was told that the
vessel having on board the Maldive Ambassador
had just reached the harbour. On the following
day, he in due form announced -his arrival, and re-
quested to know, when I would honour him with
an audience; and as I found that, according to
long established etiquette, it was necessary to make
him wait my convenience—that is, for a short time,
—1I named a day at the end of the following week
for the ceremony of his reception: until then, no
notice was to be taken of him.

The day fixed upon having arrived, I requested
the attendance, at the King’s house, of all the
officers of the garrison, in full uniform; and in
the verandah a number of Headmen were in wait-
ing, in grand costume, headed by the Guard Mod-
liar, who presided on the occasien as master of
ccremonies. The Government barge, covered with
an awning, ornamented with flags, and the crew i
their best apparcl, had been ordered off to the
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vessel, to bring His Excellency and suite on shore.
A guard of honour, of the 2nd Ceylon Regiment,
(Sepoys) received him with presented arms, the
moment he set his foot upon the wharf; and amidst
the Singalese body guard, which attends the judges
at circuit and upon other grand occasions, and all
the tom-toms and pipes the Collector could muster,
His Excellency was conducted to my presence,
carrying the Sultan’s letter upon his head, and
followed by a number of coolies bearing the usual
present ; which consisted of some handsome mats for
covering couches, made in the Maldive islands, and
a quantity of fish variously prepared there, and con.
sidered by the natives of Ceylon as great delicacies,
but at which an Iiuropean stomach would revolt.
There were likewise some other trifling articles.

The letter, which was carefully enclosed in a
green silk bag, ornamented with silver stars, I
opened in His Excellency’s presence ; had it trans-
lated into English, and read aloud to me. I give
1t as handed to me; and it will, I hope, be looked
upon as a curlosity, as translated from the original
by a Singalese, high in office, who was duly im-
pressed with its great importance.*

“TrANsLATION,—As (Sultan Moohimmedoo Moohadien Is-
kander Koolesaondere Kattiribowene Maha Radoon,) present ten
thousand millions of compliments and respects to the Governor
at Galle and beg leave to inform.

““We beg that the friendship existed between us from the an-
cient time may be continued, and your assistance granted to us
for the protection of ourselves and our Island Mahaledive from
enemies should vou hear that anv attack 18 made acainst us.
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I then, according to custom, and through the
medium of the interpreter, inquired after the health
of His Highness the Sultan and his consort, and
also after that of all His Highness's family—
which I understood was very numerous—promised
him, in the usual manner, our protection and suc-
cour, in case he was attacked by any enemies; .
and, in short, made a very fine speech, which was
carefully and almost, as I was assured, verbatim
translated and communicated to the Ambassador.
" He was then sprinkled with rose water, duly treated
with betel, &c. and dismissed in the same imposing
style as that in which he had come; being pro-
mised an answer, in writing, to the Sultan, and
permission to depart in a fortnicht. When that
period, which etiquette required, had elapsed, the

““ When the Dhonies or vessels of this island arrive at the ports
of the British settlements upon trade, or whenever they meet
with any accident owing to bad weather or other circumstances,
they have always received every assistance from you till this
time, which I beg to be continued.

““ I have sent a trivial present herewith, and have to request that
you will excuse this ambassador for any error that may be found
- of him, and to allow this his vessel to be returned without delay,
and I present ten thousand millions of respects to you.

(On the top ‘of the letter is marked with a stamp.)

Galle, 3rd January, 1821,
Translated according to the interpreta-
tion of Philippos Perera Rasappa, by me
D. Ahabeyisekere, 2nd Modliar and
assistant interpreter, Galle Cutcherry. :

Interpreted by me.”
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same ceremonies were gone through; and my an-
swer to His Maldive Majesty, translated into his
language, and written and embellished in the first-
rate style of the Singalese, was carried on board
upon the Ambassador’s head ; and thus ended this
annual ceremony, during the performance of which,
[ had to sit in state, and to do my best to maintain
all becoming gravity, which I sometimes found it
hard enough to do, when I happened to glance my
eve at the more than half risible countenances of
some of my European companions.

Time now stole imperceptibly away. 1 made
other excursions in various directions, and always
returned from them highly gratified, and more and
more pleased with what I saw of this charming and
valuable island. DBut, though intended from boy-
hood for the military profession, and educated ac-
cordingly, I have always had a turn, or I should
rather say, a stronp predilection, for agricultural
pursuits ; and as a rather extensive acquaintance
with the nature and qualities of soils 1s essentially
requisite to fit one to be a farmer, I had occa-
sionally, and at various periods, made remarks upon
some of those I met with in Ceylon. These I kept
amongst my other memoranda ; as I imagined they
might afterwards be useful fo myself, as well as
amusing and interesting to some of my friends at
home, if ever,I should be permitted to return to
Europe. But luckily, happening to see what Dr.
Davy has so clearly and ably given under the head
of soils, in his excellent account of the interior of
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the 1sland, I lost all confidence in my own theories,
and therefore I do not hesitate to make use of the
maferials thus presented to me; being well aware
how judicious his remarks are, and how much they
may benefit those who intend to settle in Ceylon.
I must here, however, state, that I consider some
of his observations to apply more particularly to the
Kandyan than to the maritime provinces; for in
both, but particularly in the latter, I have seen
vegetable matter, (though I had not the means of
testing and confirming what I venture to assert,)
forming, to a considerable extent, an ingredient in
the composition of soils; but this I must admit
was more the case in spots where they were of a
very dark brownish colour, and of a loamy nature.
These are to be found chiefly amongst the hilly
and also in the nearly flat country, extending from
where the palm-trees cease to grow in great num.-
bers on the sea coast; and occupying, I may say,
a broad belt towards the mountains in the interior ;
m which space, (sometimes, ten, twenty, thirty or
perhaps forty miles inland,) I have found every
tree and plant thriving in a most vigorous and
extraordinary manner. It must, however, be under-
stood, that | here speak of parts only of the fine
country, fit for so many agricultural purposes, that
lie in the extent I have mentioned in the interior
from the district of Caltura to that of Matura;
and I am not aware that Dr. Davy had an oppor-
tunity of examining minutely the soils in that di-
rection.
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The soils of Ceylon have, certainly, pomnts of
general resemblance, as might be expected from
considering the geological conformation of the
island, With very few exceptions, they are almost
all derived from the decomposition of gneiss, of
granitic rock, or of clay iron-stone; of nearly all
of-them, the principal ingredients are quartz, in the
form of sand or gravel, and decomposed felspar in
the state of clay, with more or less oxide of iron.
Carbonate of lime is rarely to be detected in the
soil; and in no instance has phosphate of lime
been discovered. Dr. Davy farther remarks, that
it is commonly supposed, that, in tropical countries,
in which vegetation is so luxuriant, and wood al-
most universal, the soil must abound in vegetable
matter. This is not the case in Ceylon. With
one exception, all the natural soils he examined,
contained between three and one per cent only of
vegetable matter. (I think it right to give this as
his opinion, though 1 have been led not altogether
to coincide in it.) The exception alluded to is that
of soil from an elevation of between four and five
thousand feet above the level of the sea, where the
temperature is comparatively low, and the ground
very damp. The small portion of vegetable matter
that usually occurs, may rationally be referred to
the high temperature of the climate, producing
rapid decompgsition, and to the heavy rains which
will not allow vegetable matter to accumulate. To
this latter cause, also, in all probability, may be
assigned the great scarcity of calcareous matter,

i
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The best and most productive soils of Ceylon are a
brown loam, resulting from the decomposition of
gneiss or granitic rock, abounding in felspar, or a
reddish loam resulting from the decomposition of
clay iron-stone, called in Ceylon, Kabookstone.
The soil of the cinnamon garden, in the neighbour-
hood of Colombo, (as well as that near Galle and
elsewhere, in which the cinnamon tree is grown;
and in many places‘it is produced naturally,) is a
remarkable instance of the silicious kind., The
surface of the ground in many places, where the
cinnamon plant flourishes, is white as snow: this
18 pure quartz sand. DBelow the surface a few
inches, where the roots penetrate, the sand is of a
grey colour. A specimen of this, dried thoroughly,
was found to consist of —

98 . 5 silicious sand
1 . 0 vegetable matter
0 . D water

160 . O

It may appear surprising that the cinnamon plant
should succeed best in so poor a soil; but, other
circumstances considered, it admits of explanation.
The garden 1s nearly on a level with the lake of
Colombo, 1ts situation is sheltered, the climate is
remarkably damp, showers are frequent, the tem-
perature is high, and uncommonly equable. These
are the principal peculiarities to which the excel-
lence of the cinnamon, and the luxuriant growth of
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this valuable shrub, in a soil apparently so unpro-
mising, may be justly attributed. These may ap-
pear to Dr. Davy and others, to be sufficient rea~
sons of the superiority of the cinnamon tree in the
neichbourhood of Colombo ; but the sol, un-
doubtedly, best suited for it, is the loose white
sand alluded to; yet around Negombo, Caltura,
Matura and Galle, it is produced of, I believe,
equal quality, though in very different situations.
I must now, however, as this is the most valuable
product of Ceylon, speak more fully respecting it ;
and in doing so, I shall not confine my remarks to
what came under my own notice; but will freely
make use of such’information as may be afforded by
others, who have taken pains to acquire a know-

ledge of its growth, and management, until it 18
shipped for Europe.

The interior is supposed not to be so well
adapted for the growth of the cinnamon as the sea
coast ; at least, that hitherto brought from thence
is coarser and thicker in appearance, and of too
rich and pungent a taste. 'The best description,
and that which grows in the gardens around Co-
lombo, and at the other places mentioned, 1s ob-
tained from what is termed the Laurus Cinnamo-
mum, This is a tree of small size, from four to
ten feet In helght the trunk is slender, with a
number of branches shooting out from it on every
side. The wood is light, soft, and porous, and in
appearance resembles that of the common osier.

= L |
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root of the tree, and shoot up rapidly into slender
twigs, which form, as it were, a bush around it.
The leaf, though not of so deep a green, resembles
that of the laurel. When the leaf first appears, it
is of a red or scarlet colour, but it afterwards
changes gradually to green. 'The blossom is white,
and when in full blow, seems, as 1t were, to cover
the tree in a very beautiful and striking manmer.
This tree produces a species of: fruit resembling an
acorn, but not so large, which, when ripe, is
gathered by the natives, in order to extract oil from
it ; this they use for perfuming their bodies and
‘hair, and, when mixed with cocoa-nut oil, it also
gives a very pleasant and good light.

When the tree 1s old and decays, it is usually
burned down to the ground; the roots are then
seen to shoot up again in long straight plants, much
better formed than the preceding ones. 'The bark
of these shoots is extremely valuable. |

There are several different species of cinnamon
trees to be found in various parts of the island;
but only four sorts are barked, and all of these are
of the Laurus cinnamomum kind. Till Ceylon was
possessed by the Dutch, cinnamon trees grew en-
tirely in the wild state; and it was supposed, both
by Europeans and natives, that it was in that state
alone it was to be found in perfection; and
that upon being planted 1t always degenerated.
Experience has since shewn, ‘ghat thercultivated
cinnamon 1s 1n every respect equal to the wild.
The Dutch Governor, Falk, was the first who
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attempted to rear cimmamon trees, and soon suc- -
ceeded in raising several thousands, which yielded
cinnamon of the first quality. After this, he formed
cinnamon gardens around Colombo. His succes-
sors, however, dtd not follow his example ; but cut
and collected cinnamon wherever they could find
it: When we took possession of the island, the
woods were therefore. found by us in a neglected
and greatly exhausted state. It was Governor
North who so much improved, and enclosed with
broad embankments, the present cinnamon gardens,
- and who made through them the pleasant circular
road. ‘The plantations,besides yielding cinnamon of °
an equal quality with that found in the wild state,
were then rendered infinitely more convenient, and,
from the trees being planted in rows, the people,
in barking them, had not, as of old, to creep
through intricate and pathless jungle in search of
those fit for the purpose. There were formerly
~ two seasons i which the cinnamon trees were
barked. The greater quantity was collected during
what was called the grand harvest, which lasted
from April to August. The little harvest was be-
tween November and January. Each district, where
the cinnamon grew, was bound to furnish yearly a
certain quaritity, in proportion to the number of
villages and inhabitants it contained. For this
service the peeple had a certain proportion of land
allotted to them rent free : they also enjoyed other
privileges in proportion to the quantity of cinnamon
which they delivered.
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Those who were employed to bark the trees were
called Choliahs, and over them were placed officers,
whose business 1t was to superintend the workmen,
to take chiarge of the woods, and to prevent cattle
or improper persons from trespassing. The cinna-
mon was prepared as follows for exportation. It
was the duty of the Choliahs to find out trees of the
best quality, which their experience enabled them
to do. Such branches as were three years old, and
appeared proper for the purpose, were then lopped
off with a large crooked pruning knife. From
these branches the outside thin coat of the bark

was scraped off, with a knife of a peculiar shape,
concave on the one side, and convex on the other.
With the point of this knife the bark was ripped up
lengthwise, and the convex side was then employed
in gradually loosening it from the branch, till it
could be entirely taken off, In this state the bark
appeared in the form of tubes, open at one side ;
the smaller of which were inserted into the larger,
and then spread out to dry. When it was suffi-
ciently dried, the bark was made up into bundles of
about thirty pounds weight each, and bound wup
with thin pieces of split bamboo twigs. These
bundles were then carried to the Government stores.
It was next sorted according to quality. The best
cinnamon is rather pliable, and ought not much to
exceed in thickness stout writing paper; it should
be of a light yellowish colour ; and pessess a sweet
taste, not so hot as to occaslon pain, and not suc-
ceeded by any after taste. The inferier kind is
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distinguished by being thicker, of a darker and
brown colour, hot and pungent when chewed, and
followed by a disagreeable bitter taste.

After the quality had been carefully ascertained,
it was made up into large bales, each about four feet
. long. The weight of each bale at the time of
packing up was eighty-five pounds, yet it was marked
and reckoned only eighty, five pounds being allowed
for loss by drying during the voyage to Lurope.
These bales were all firmly bound and packed up in
coarse cloth, made from coir, the filament which
surrounds the cocoa-nut. In stowing the bales in
the ship, black pepper was sprinkled among ghem,
so as to fill up the interstices ; and by this means
not only was the cinnamon preserved, but both
spices were improved. |

I have no intention to speak of cinnamon oil, or
~of the process pursued for extracting it, in what I
may call the Government laboratory at Colombo;
. which, when I was there, was under the able ma-
nagement of Dr. Farrell, Inspector-General of Hos-
pitals. I have, however, said quite sufficient of the
cultivation and collection of cinnamon to enable any
settler, desirous of speculating in that valuable in-
sular production, to see his way before him, and to
arrange accordingly. I have now farther to re-
mark, that, owing to the very high duty still charged
upon cinnamen in Ceylon, and the rivalship we are
beginning to experience in various quarters, but
especially from the Dutch in Java, and their other
- Eastern possessions, it is high time that steps sheuld
VOL. I, P
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he taken to prevent the supply of this valuable spice,
which is daily more and more called for in many
parts of the world, from falling ,ini;f‘g, the hands of
competitors, who are so strenuously exerting them-
selves, in the hope of altogether supplanting Great
Britain in the cinnamon trade. If this should ever .
happen, the prosperity of Ceylon will be seriously
offected and retarded. But surely, the vastly in-
creased produce and the demand for it, which would
certainly follow the lowering of the duty, would
amply compensate the Colonial Treasury for any
<acrifice thus imagined to be made of the public |
revemjie.

We hear of Colonial grievances, but, of them all,
there is mone which appears so urgently to call for
attention and correction by the competent autho-
rities in England, as the fiscal rigour with which
this important branch of trade, and until lately, 1n
spite of every disadvantage, profitable agricultural
~ produce of Ceylon, has for several years been
visited ; which has naturally led, I regret to say, to
its decay; and, if persisted in, must ultimately
prove most injurious to it. Cinnamon is an anclent,
and was long the most valuable product, and exclu-
<ive Government monopoly of this colony; but if it
continue to be treated as though still the monopoly
*t has for some time ccased to be, and subjected to
fscal exactions of an amount dispropertionate to the
first cost or ultimate value of the commodity, the

cultivation of it bids fair to disappear rapidly. It
o araat manied nence to be numbered
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amongst Singalese productions, and will owe K
fall to the unrestricted, unburdened competition of
other colonial - and foreign possessions; where,
thanks to almost prohibitory duties on its export
in Ceylon, the cinnamon tree has, we are told,
become naturalized, and been extensively propa.
gated. By memorials from the Merchants and
Planters of London, interested in various associa-
tions connected with Indian aﬁ'airs, these facts have
been brought before the Treasury, .the Colonial
Office, and the Board of Trade, whether always
judiciously or not, I do not pretend to say; but, as
the Memorialists affirm, with little profit; and,
indeed, with scarcely a hearing, until Sir Robert
Peel himself was specially addressed by those
bodies ; the result of which was, the assurance of a
~ partial mitigation of the grievance complained of;
which affords encouragement to hope for its total
disappearance when he shall become better ac-
quainted with the real stdate of the case. But it
must never be forgotten, that Ceylon has, perhaps
unavoidably, large civil and military establishments
to be provided for; which, if its affairs were wisely
and prudently managed, could be easily met by a
 very moderate and at the same time judiciously
imposed taxatmn, but not such as must continue,
as at present, so seriously to affect the insular pro-
ductions. I d¢ not by any means intend to insinuate
that either the Civil or Military in Ceylon are
overpaid : on the contrary, I am convinced, (judging
from what is set forth in Mr. Bennett’s ¢ Manual
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of Useful Information”) that both insular pay and
allowances have been too much reduced.

In 1833, the Cinnamon trade was thrown open
to the public at large; but, In order to cover the
failure in revenue resulting to the Colomal treasury,
a duty of no less than 3s. per 1b. was levied-—a duty
nearly equal, at that time, to one hundred per cent.
upon the upset price of 8s. 6d. per lb. for the first
quality of cinnamon, then fixed by the local
authorities on the Government stock in hand; to
a hundred per cent. upon the second quality, rated
at 3s.; and to three hundred per cent. upon the
third or worst quality, valued at Od. per 1b. It
followed, necessarily, that little, if any, of the third
quality was exported, but the first and second only.
Eventually the prices of cinnamon declined In
European and other markets, so that the third sort
was only saleable on the spot at 13d., thus estab-
lishing, in a three shilling duty, an incredible
taxation, at the rate of four thousand per cent. In
1840, the export duty on cinnamon was lowered
from three shillings to two shillings per pound; and
so far a beginning was made in the right direction,
although then, as some persons assert, too late to be
of any benefit to the planters and merchants. Ior
in the mean time, the Dutch, with their usual per-
severance, had introduced and successfully followed
up, in the island of Java, the culturé of cinnamon,
the export of which was encouraged, by the article
being subjected to only the very moderate duty of
four per cent.
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It is also interesting to learn, that this branch
of agricultural industry, is extending to British
Guiana, Jamaica, and other countries, with every
~ prospect of a prosperous result. The export duty

- there is only 21 per cent. By the produce of Java,
the cinnamon of Ceylon is already to a considerable
éstent supplanted in the markets on the Continent ;
which need occasion no surprise, seeing that the
~quality of the former is already accounted equal to
that of the latter island. The samples of Java
cinnamon, reported upon by brokers connected
with the trade, are represented to be of a quality
little inferior, if not fully equal, to the produce of
~ Ceylon; and that it only requires to he more -
generally known to render it appreciated as Ceylon
cinnamon has hitherto been. Thus, in all proba-
bility, the limited demand for this article that now
exists will ere long be supplied from those sources, -
to the total exclusion in the Continental markets
(where 7-8ths of the consumption at present lies) of
the produce of Ceylon. The effect of this rivalship,
growing out of the, interference in the European
market in an article as cheaply produced, and of |
equal quality, but unburdened with the same ruinous
fiscal and other charges, has naturally been a decline
in the prices, and a decrease in the consumption, of
Ceylon cinnamon.

But it is» not Ceylon in its most gainful and
peculiar branch of agriculture that has alone been
injured by the heavy duties levied there on export,
and in England, for a length of time on import.
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What may be called the Metropolitan State has
suffered by the same causes to a great extent;
because, the price being so greatly enhanced by
those excessive duties, the consumption of cinnamon
was mnecessarily limited, and placed beyond the
recach of most people even in domestic economy.
But cinnamon is now largely used in the mines of
Spain and America, on account of its sanitary pro-
perties in the prevention of diseases to which the
miners are liable, in the pursuit of their unwhole-
some vocatlon in those insalubrious localities.
Much more might be given, in detail, in elucidation
of what bas been asserted, but I trust sufficient has
been sald upon the subject to attract the attention
of Government to a matter of such national import-
ance ; for, independent of what was sent to other
parts of the world, there went in 1840 (according
to an excellent article given in the ‘ English
Chronicle ” of the 1st of September, 1842,) to

Spain, &e. . . . 144,291 lbs. of Cinnamon.
Mexico . . . . 36,930 Do.
. It&ly, &e, . . . 48,397 Do.
France . . . . 33,664 Do.
British West Indies 41,704 Do.

I must now procced with the observations still
required upon the soils of Ceylon. One of the best
examples of a ferruginous clay soil, derived from
the decomposition of clay iron-stone, ogeurs, accord-
ing to Di. Davy, about two miles and g-half from |
Colombo, 