




:"~=~=:'f:~i~ It~ llrw. Thrale," ~d "tum • lIY10g tbelU thflee KOo din; ... IIId 
cao.. ba ~ UI on UIe lIIoaday 

with t6. earn. or, perh&pt, mol'll 
he " ld ha .... done bI ... many 
~be Holy 8eriJltllre tbua the ule 

expecting .alntlon be 10 

~)'W .. 
... &be wh , mir" CO a neigbbo pa 
.bop ja oner lhaft haDdaomelI by the re.,. cea-
&lema. A boatel Wol8 Oil the ",aU near. tht 
prieod repreeenting' a man and. ",oman with jo .. 
banda, and hearing the iDtcription, • ltf.~ 
perjorrMd .. The touters "ere~f the '0 
order, the p n, 811 raay be supp()sod, not or 
highee" He ill d~lICribed by ODe who 00 p~ of 
hning boon often 1D010llted on his road with, ·'WaU 
)'QU pleue, Sir, to "alk in and be married r' u .... 
tq.ualid, pro' te figure, ,clad. in a tattered 'd 
nIghtgown, with a fiery face, and ready to oouple 
:rou lor a dram of ,iu or roll of tobaoOG. 
Ii .., .. ett.ted on evid'enoe that between the 19th 
day of October, 170', and tbe 12th of Febl"OP,ry, 
17D.5, 2,95! marri wero oelebrated alt<!r thie 
laahion in the Fleet-prisoD, beaidea others of wbich 
no regieter remained. .. The n ighbourhOO<l," our 
preeent ohronicler etates, "At leugth complained, 

. and the abllM wu put an end to by the Marriage 
Aot, to 111' h i. gne rile." 

Mr. Peter Ounninabr.m ill full of intel'elltiog 
mattet with respeet to \hlllloc&lity, ooncise and OGn­
denaed as i, hie ous'<lm. E'rom him Wd learn 'bat 
of the eminent pers()DI confined at various times io 
'he Fleet-p' Dt are.to be noted LaTd Burrey, the 
poet, "ho ribed h Saol ... " a noisome place, 
with a pestil\lnt atmOllpller j'" Bishop Hooker, the 
mmp j Dr. DOBOe, for man ng Sir George More's • 
daughter without her f&the B kllowl ; Lord 
VillOOunt lI'alldand. .. for Bendiog a challenge;" 
William Prynne, (or writing hit H",~; 
Wycherley. the poet; and Peon, thefottnd~rof Penn­
sylvania. or the great fGlks who married here ve 
to be reckonecl the eOll of Lady Mary Woriloy 
Mont&itu, and Churchill, the poei. , ! 

The 1rleet-di~in fonner days ruroilbed a 1IQb-
jeot lor poetica monatrance, u it slIpplies even 
at ~he moment 0 r "ri&iog matte. f,)f"ory iDclig- • 
nant prOle." a time"-writes a. correspondent 
a. recently as 2d of the present month-

.. 'Vb1lA dead! clto_ i. aU&ckiDg thlf Ii ... " 0 UllltMr. 
l. thia_etroPOI I (llrer DO apolOll:Y for epdea.... ~J ~ 
8ireot •• Uentlon 'he ex _chela of t i'loet. 
4l~h. iD the oel,hbourh od of Sdrolt hAl. 110m certaio 
that -, of your nad.... III ~Iy oredIt that &l the 
prpeot ~me. thiI I{ipotic IIOwer i. pla!tltted ~ pUf'lUe It. 
pm.oao oou .... lor __ dis (IUICllyend) tbrft«lt OIIJ 
or the molt ~ PGpulaUeDl iAoll4oL" 
W, are certain ~t JIWl1 of our readers will 
very much l\I.l'p1'iaed to lea11l. t there is a F 
ditcb at all. Vile 811' the nllltin88S ,. tlo", 
u rgt<lllna ill tha DeighbolUhood relet"'...od to ob. It. 
wholeeome and puri"'in~ march to «to Thn"'r the 

citizen kno s DOthiDc Dr the ,ickoning uuler1 
'<I whi hit oreWhen "Ire liable from the exill-
tenoe 01 the IttIaO nui ce under much more d' 
guaii oircu • II ., • ".,.. 

Owmingbam, 
.. Wlldhd p~of the to .d'~h ill troJU of t cit,." 
be~ Bride ·dock IUld HoIbol'll, 10 r. 
Fleet. ume or brook.whi.r..,11I ,Iu,to-.dltob, 1. 
I bell..,., Fleet.lt.lle.... by . de.tI1,Wo the T m:. 
at lack btt .... 

Arter ~ gmt are the ditilh u nverted into 
oreek, aad called" the Ne 0 nal." Ia «oed tilDe 
creek became .tapat and l'e08i'led every d8lCrip­
tioa of g~ aDel offal.· All a*-mpu to olean it 
out were ioefi'cctual. Boa ' &Dd barges had for­
merly UDloadocl t.beir e&rgoee M Belboc6 ; qp 
oordial to Ben J4IIlIOn, the ~ , 

.. hair et irieUtti4 .... .. ru ........................... _ ....... -
&he It ..,.. not 

,~~~ID~~ ~ 



Itl 

ram. .. ~~~~~ harves p gne a1 
to ita otherw' fmprom .".,earanoe. lIIoreo 
the speculation COlt 27,7'171., beai4es the money 
'9t!a tor ~ ground upon whklh the wharircl 

t. The ooooera, aevertheJe., 1f1l a • ore; 
toll WI Mgh, the traffio Bta U, aDd the Caual" 
qoickly degenerated fpin into \he I of Cilm-
mon sewere. We had an intimation il:l t now of the 

• oontent. of tho Fleet·ditoh in Boo J aon'a timo. 
e are sorry to troublo the reader with a sigM 

of the contents in the later da,. of Bwilt. .. Sweep­
mgt," says the D~n-

II _ f,om ktchen' ,tau .. dq, gut .. and blood, 
II Drown'd pupple., .UnlUui 'pratl, all drench'd In mud, 
II D d ca.tI &lid turnip topl come, tllmbllilg do"n th' 

flood.," • 
Since there wae nothing.to be clone with tl)o Fleet­
'ditch IS all Gpen ohannel, it was wisely resolved, be-

I fore t e creot.ion of the present Man~on-h _ use, to 
ahut it up; not a.ltogetbef, we are sorry te My, IS ap­
pears from the correspondent's tteratready notioed. 
Wb re the Lord Mayor now magnificently entertain I 

~ 
politiolt.uB of every rder formerly stcod Stocks­

, market. Stocks-markot made way for tile aMlon· 

rhoWlO, the Fleet-ditch made W8J "for Stcc'a-market, 
Stocks-market again re 'rea to give pl&uo to tho 
b oad and healthy Btreet of FarringdoD, and wI' !lave 

I now only t. hope that e oity authorities, whoever 
thoy may be, will educe the JIl~l for which this 
brief and dir~y hi t. ry is tDainly given, and, in the 
words of a sufferer, remove the last." of tho abomi­
nations of the place," and not allow for anottler 
hour jj ~ huge BOwer whioh receives nearly the whole 
of the rofuse,of the nol'thern portion of LoudGn to 
remain uncovered" in the presenoe of the da.ngor 
with which the city is onvlroned. , • 

• Our space' dr\wlng to a. close j but we ilannot 
.hake handa with tbe reador -oa 8uch a spot as thie. 
We' fa lJriof visit together tc a quaint and 
cleaner 00 or ~wo, and tben part pany for tbe 
present. In Fleet-street, between t markot :.nd 
Shoe-lane, once lived Hardham, tho keeper of a snuff 
&hop. He is worth-a call. " 

.. lIe wa. nnmber.- at {)rufJ-l!1J\8 Theatre, that h to .. ,., 
th porllOn who counted the number of people in th, hoUll', 
fro a hole over the top of tbe .~e, a praotice DDtr diIcon. 
tlnuold. Whether thil employment kid him to number lOu~ 
II ell al meD, we OlUUlot .. " bnt he wu the fins who io.TI 
them tholr distinctions ,hat wa,.. Lovon of 

• ... Tile PlIDceot (1&101 of U\l1IatlDl dua' 
"lU'e indebted to bim for the f"moul compoUnd ntltled 
87, • Behl'J pwlopate1r rond oJ' tb"trica1 entert&la .. ' 
.. ,., hla lIiollrap_ber,' b. Wat teldom without embryo 
R,chard. Ind HottPurl Itrnttin(f lad bello.lnlr -0 hi 

I dilling-room, or In tile ~rlouP hehlAd hi. abop. Tbe lattot 
of thOle lparimer.ts wat ado file:! with heads of mo of the 

, POrions celebrate<l for dr ic excellence; and to tb .. he 
frequentl, refClrred 10 tlto comIC r4 ilia In truct MIl.' " 
Hardham had once flliled in bueinev, but his 
int ,ri -WIS unimpeachable. "lIe wu of tOn 
e.-.ruatcd wit'l the care of pa.yiI1g little anllua.l 
tipends to nnfortunate womell. .od .then who 

W(;TO in cqud want of reli f." Ho eontinued sooh 
anuuhice 10Dit Mter t.hey had heen etoppod bJ' tbe 
death or caprl~ of i.h0l'l wLo firet snpplie. them, 
although the receive w to penuaded to the lut 
that Ute original oban ... I ... .l8 etill ftowinl;. H rd­
ham died in 177~ .By Ilit will bo beqll_thed the 
~ or .. female aoquaintan~ and at 
"hr' ... principal should go 

(: 

to tho poor .. DMi .... " Chiohestet: Well 
doIte 01. all ..... ! Bach .piritl u til.. am.. 

\Iao'!IOIU ... afaer Uie,. ha"o quitted i •. 
... ftq .......... &0 NOOrd iIl1 "orb 

....... I 
• 
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41a~e~:!.~-:·6Zt-=, 
to Ute iii'" f'« tM,J .... ~ ... of .... 
~ of.,.,.... .,bIeb. _,.. ~III III 
to fOIIoeift by ,.Ub Moo ill _ ...... ~ LoMoa. 
i ..... of j"asiDa for OUllem. by __ 4I_IM' uto.. 
The p. of ...-bl,,,.. en.bJ BaD. wIaWk IIWlI. ill __ 
Jaeart of u.. Duy cit,., aham .. Ute ~ aNIU .... _ III 
1he p_' da,.. The 11'''' hall. Ute lO1IJIIIIl .. a u.­
noma, no., aloae nmaiD of ~ ...... "'-\ bill ..... 
'Which b .. alike been 'be .u.n' lpeoWOr of u.. ~ 
lIa'i09 of the Prot •• r Richard for \he I throll8 .. 41 __ 
philOlGp c mulliDp of tbe grea\ Sir TbomM More, ....,u.~ 
dfgrad . O8toaw901w ehoUN, Ina I. h&ppUy nO" .. aia 
:relwred to .om.what of I ' prI.tine bead,.. WhllD 'he OOID' 
pallY "ere_mbled Me. PeUlp_iIltlOOuced ),[r.:&mal. 
,.ho i. pretid t this year, and Ilia. awnlleman ill a few _. 
teaon Il"'O'fl11Iy ex~rened the p .... ore he felt at the oem. 
plimeDt paid him. The ReT. Thom ... HUIO, .. Dior cur .. teof 
fI\. Botolph. t_ read lin ill ...... t.iD' paper Orolby Hall 
and the hlltoricai UIOClaUO OOllJlecilid with it i ud.f~r 
_i/lf tbe coundl room and t e throne room,whicll haft .. 1to 
been 'Very well NlltONCl, the pariy went ibroulh a ham ." 
day'l work in fnlftIliD, the prolBDIme Ikekbed ont 
10r Uiem. I1'It 011 the lilt oame the ohurch ·o! St. 
Helen'" ha.rd by Croeby HAIl. Tbil lin uIAr churU 
conlilie of two in o--.one bein, on tlie lite of a 
~urth bullt in dOur of HPi_nat the mo\her of Oonl\u' 
the; and the other the _ed edince beloncinl to .. priory 
(If Benedietble nODI lOOllded ill 1212 by William Fiuwilliam, 
a goldlmith. A niche I. ahownln ODe of the _Ill of the 
church wlth a row of open r.rchee, whioh oommlllliaated 
.nh the crypt ot oeUe below, by whichmean.ltI.lmaiilled 
that the llvnl, wben lid rgOin pulliabment by !ncar· 
~rat.ioD, heard III'" ill the Drch .. bove. Here lie 
buried, under a B\&tel:J' monum lit, with efliai • tt himJell 
and bIB wife. Sir Johll Crotby, and alIo Sir William 
:l'ickcun,. WholD rumour auiane to one of th DDmeroUl 
euitora for the bud oC the Virgin QlleeD. The Rev. J. E. Cox, 
'9icu(lf St. Hel n·., performed e1licientlytLe put ofCioeroDe. 
4J'he church of SL AndrewU nderebaft,lO called from the may· 
)lole which 11'''' aanuaJly railed ill the Itreet Dear. 1'''' next 
'9Uit~d. Tbe prioolpal illiel8lt I. centred in the monumed 
~f Stowe, the quaint, but, pur txC(Umce, the chrollicler of 
London. The church 1'''' newly done up l ... t year, and ita 
&I01io118 e&lt wiDdow, oontaiDin, fl11I-lencth portraituree of 
the KiDgr and Qoe8ll1 from. Edward VI. down to Oharlee 
lI., iie gilded roof, freecoed wan.,. and fine proportion., 

..!orm .. brilliant and impoaiD, ooup d'ceil. St. Botolph 
ehurch contaiJa little worthy of DoUce exoep\ a pioture of 
Charlet \0, reporW to be by Vaady<lke, ill which the KIna: 
reoembiell! verT. muoh the .s.10riOUl picture by tbat • ..u.t of 
him on hI. wbIte hohe. OOleday w .. ooncloded by burrow. 
iaC dewn helow tbe lurr- of the eedh iIlto a very beauU. 
10.1 crypt, UDder. cahinet-maker'. lhop _ at the 00 ....... • 
Ltadenliall,ttuet. It v!J'Y much reeemblee the 0JI8 UDaer 
Gerrard lIaJI whioh hili beu _i6oed for the city 
improvemente, but it I. thouaht by lOme to be of 
nther an earlier date. VarioUl orlgiu are ... iptd 
.to it-either that It .,... merely a dom .. tio orypi, a. 

the one at Gerrard Hall, or tb.a\ of a-Church 
dedi teet to st. Ki 1. n I. till very much ohoked ap 
'Wlth rub , but the tcClUDul.tiOIl of yean bad beeD dOi 
.'lfa,. from ODe 01 th"pill~ the bue to Ibo" wbere the 
floor ODce ".... Th.re 18 nery iIldklatioD, aoo, of the vault 
lI .. "iIll beeD mOle exienaiv .. bllt eno1!&h I. vUible to Ihow 

• ilIat 1$ mUlt hav. been .. noble uAderoron, and we hope t.ha* 
it may lone be ,pallid the ('6V ... tatillg effect. of elty 1m • 

• emente. .' 

-
MUOIlIAL TA:BLKTB IN LOKDON'.­

OOWlOU ot the Bociet;r ot Ar ba~e jDtt t""'~ 8i!l 
, new memoriZll table 00 ho whioh.. of hllltorio 

iat.eet, .. LaTinI! been ocoupied by ce~&rMed meD. 
Tbe 'd_ of an Emppfor, two eta IIH!D". 
pbi1oeopb r •• ad two arti.l, haye teen tbu. dle*ia­
guwbed , Tbete ohiDa p'aquu will DOW be fOllnd 011 

, front of 6, Buckillgbam·.treet, SiraDi', where Peter 
the Great liyed f"r a .bort tima; on 25. Arliop!a­
.u-te~ for many yean the l'Csidence of Sir Robert 

-W al~le; on 14. Barile-row •. where Sheridan liM; 
011 311, t. Martin'.etr ,I.e r·lIquare. tor 'Gee 
time Sir I c Newton', LVIII~, uU :'t4>, Clutl. 
Oxrord.etreet, wbereJaDll" Bury. he pal , 
the.tAt man Bllrke; .. nd on , Le"" r "' 
118" bllilding occupied by ~ aubot 'l'Ma,.... 
Scbool. wbieb dl on t.boI trite of HoPrtb'. ~ • 

.. - .. ~- , . 
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I 
I 

\ I 



• 
• 

• 
:z. 0 0 

• 
~ '"' 0 
... == 
«

l 
t; ~
 

:c ... . !rj 
~
 

:c 0 c:I 
I>-
«

l 
c:; 
<

 
"" = 
t.' 
::> 
0 ~ ~
 

.... z. u Ej 
Z

 
<

 
:! 
i= ... 0 z 0 L: 
:.: ::: 
'=> 
fo 
i!l c:I 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 



. It 1-' 1:1. I Y • 

L 0 N D 0 ·N. 
e .. .. 

• 
• 

., 

EDITED BY CHARLES KNIGHT. fl 

----- .. 
" 

fl 

VOLUME" 1. 
• 

• 

• 
.: . 
• • 

., 

.-. • 
PUBLISHED BY OH RtES KNIGHT & 00., LUDGATE STREi'f.. 

• • 
1 41. • • • 





CONTENTS OF VOLUME I. 

WITH 

THE N AMES OF THE AUTHORS OF EACH PAPER . 

• 
. lIITIlODUCTION 

I.-THE SILENT HIGHWAY 

. n.-:-CLEAN YOUR HONOUR'S SHOES. 

III.-,PAUL'S .ROSS • 
• IY.-THE TABARD , 

Y.-LONDON BRIDGE 

yr.-MIDSUMMER-EYE , 

VII.~T. :MARY OYElUES 

VlII.-STREET NOISES 

IX.-ROMAN LONDON 

X.-THE OLD SPRING.TIME IN LONDON, 
. , 
~.-THE PARKS 

XIl.-THE fARKS 

. , 
.' .. 

. ~ .; 

.' 
.. 

.~ 

C. KNIGHT' 

" 
" 

<f. L. CUII': 

J. SAUNDERS 

O. L. CIlAI" 

C. KNIGHT 

J. SAUNDERS 

C. KNIG[IT 

G. L. CRAIK 

J. SAUNDERS 

W.WEIR , 

" 

l' 
47 

33 

5'7 

73 

97 

• 113 

, 129 

• 145 
, H19 

185 

205 

XIIl.-UN~IWROUND 

xrV.-SUBURBANMILESTONES 

XV.-LAMBl!:TH PAI,ACE. 

'. J. C:"LATT andJ. SAtlNnus 225 

XYI.-THE ROMAN REMAINS • . 
xvtr.-PICCADILL Y 

~VIII.-CRO~BY PLACE. 

XIX._OLD WHITEHALL , 

XX.-NEW WHITEHALL • 

XXI,",,:,BEN~ONSON'S LONDON 

~~~-BEN JONSON'S LONDO~ 
:l'.iIL ..... RA.N~AOH . AND . V AUXHALf, ' 

'~IV • .;..St:aEET SIGHTS 

~v.-'tll':{I: )(o:NUMENT • 

, 

.. 

C. KNIGUT' 

J. SAUNDERS 

G. L. CRAIK 

W.WEIR . 
J. SAUNDE1I!l 

.. 
" 

C. KNIGHT 

.. 
J .. S4I/J1DRBf 

C. KNIGUT 

/.84UNOEII1l 

. • 241 
• • · 257 

· 281 

· 291 

· a1'7 

· 333 

, 349 

· .:t; : 
• t 

.. 307 

· 413 

· .29 



In the Introduction, or father Prospectu!!, of ',LONDON,', we have llaid-c< If the .encourage­

ment of, the pUblic should .ennhle this work to' be carried forward to lomething like II 

general completeness, its mi'ScellaneoU's character may be reduced into lIyaterrt by chrono­

logical and topographical Indexes." That'encouragement has been bestowed; "and the 

Editor ventures thereforelo hope that 'the 1;lnn which he conceived. of prodadng II "ew 
( r 

w4rk 00 London, "wholly different from any which has preceded it," has been carried out 

in ~ manner which, may ,enable him to look ,to,its comyletion within moderate limits,lJWru,n 

its "milCellan,eou8 character" will appear ~njJt' wholly without a plan. In t"he;, mean ,while, 

the' folloWing Au&ry'tical Table of Contentl} will be of some assistilnce r. to,.,f;hoee readers 

who may desire to \lie the volume for reference. 
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III.-PAUUS i CROS~ 

P.l. •• "ftlt. 
,~ round t\1l} Ca.thedral-chief BllI:ylug-g!lmrul .~3 ,l'ortures aa\l lJul'tli¥g lIfJ ~e~ JJa~'. .,,~:'; ,~G 
rrreabylerium fo»nd W tilir (1hrittopher Wren' • 33 .cotlf_io~i atPatil'. 'CroBso! the Holt'~ld 'otn 
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, J pray you, let us satisfy our eyes 
With the memorials, and the things of fame, 
That do renown this city.' • 

I T was an aftCfnoon walk for the stranger who thus desi~ed to ' sec the rcliqucs 
of s~me ancient Dalmatian town, whose Romav. monuments covered a few acres. 
But 1.0ndon! in what timc shall we visit her' mcmorials,' so as to 'satisfy our 
eyes?' What am()unt of lahour does it require to hecome acquainted with her 
'things of fame? t A week, or a month, may indeed enable us to see thoa,e 
, rdiques' which everyone sees; hut 'memorials' as truc and as interesting lie 
l'erishing. or hidden in dark corners; and there are 'things of fame' in the 
meanest alleys. Their chief value, however:t:onsists in tllC associations which 
they suggest; and these do not always lie upon the surface. To comprehend 
moiern 1.0ndon we must' make a s~and upon the ancient way, and therf .. look 
about us -,;' .to be properly interested in· ancient I .. ondon we must turn from our 
old Chroni<;,lws, and Topographers, a~d Poets, and Memo'r- writers, and look 
upon its living scenes, ever changing in their outward forms, but essentiallv the 
slow growth of a long antiquity. 

We propose in this spirit to produce A NEW WORK ON LONDON; and thc prin­
ciple which we have thus indicated of looking at the Present through thp ~t, 
and at the Past through the Present, requires that our Work shall be.liOf.ly 
different fliPm any w~ch has preceded it. It will neither be a ' Survey' of lim·, 
don, nor a ' History' of London. Its arra~gement will neither be topographical 
nor chronological. It will not travel' with .tedious steps and slow' from Port. · 
80ken Ward to Westminster; nor begin at the beginning with King Lud, and 
end at the end with Queen "'ictoria. Nor will it, in point of fact, be ambitious 
of any classification. London, which Camden has callcd totius Britannite epitomt, 
i. toovaat a thing to be analysed, and sorted, and labelled,-at least in a book 
which will endeavour to combine amusemcnt with infonnation. The greatest 
and. tho meane.st f~atures of such a city lie minglcd together, in the same way 
that the mightiest and the minutest works of Nature arc preeentcdto the observ­
ing eye.. That tra\'eUer is to our minds the most faithful, the most entertaining, 
·and perhaps the moat scientific, who, whilst he is measuring the height of an 
Alpine mountain, makes himself-familiar with the ~abits of the little mannot ttat 
burn>ws ill its.ctevices. • • ' , 
' ; The plan of pUblication which we shall adopt will also, in som~ degree, deter; 
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mine the mi$c/1llaneou:~ character of the proposed work. We shall publish a 
Weekly Sheet, devoted, for the most part, to some portion of the great total of 
:u:,ndon which shall be complete in itself. This subjQCt must necessarily be of no 
abs~ct natUrtl-no mere disquisition 'bpon remote and lifeless matters-but 
something which can be seen, and thus copied for the reader's eye, or made more 
intelligible by the graphzc art. OUR LONDON WILL BE PICTORIAL. The several 
artists of eminence who -$m be engaged upon this undertaking will labour 
u!Jon a well-defined principle-that of uniting to tiLe imaginatil'c power tlte strict­
est fidelity in every detail ofArcltitecture and Costume. In the same spirit will 
the writers work. The time is past when it was thought that what was accurate 
could not be amusing; and in the great subject llCfore us, whether in its modern 
or its ancient aspects, the truest delineation will, unquestionably, be the most 
interesting. 

Of the probable extent of this work the editor can at present form no very exact 
notion. It is the less neccssary that he should do so, as every number, every IJart, 
and every volume, will he, as far as it gocs, complete in itsclf. If~i.he encourage­
ment of the pu blic should enable this work to be carried forward to something 
like a g'cmprll.l complc·tencss, its miscellallcouH character may be reduced into 
system by chronological and topographical Indexes. But, as it proceeds, it will 
have all the charm of' variety. For example :-A Memoir on the Maps of Lon­
don for three centurips, showing the gradual spread of the great Babel, may 
fitly be in company with a picture,q.f its locomotive facilities, through all the phases 
of Wherry, Sedan, Hackney Coach, Cabriolet, Omnibus, and Steam-Boat. We 
may linger about Smithfield, with its horse-races of the days of Henry II.~ its 
tournaments, its wagers of battle, its pen<tnces, its martyrdoms, its Bartholomew 
fairs, and its catt1~-market, without feeling that any of its ass<1..:i~tions are 
incongruous or unworthy of description iliad reflection. The Cock-L",ne Ghost is 
!,t. matter of hil'tory as much as the records of that fatal Traitor's Gate of the 
Tower, o'ver which might have been written the terrible words of Dante-

• All hope abandon. ye who enter here.' 

Th~ City Poet, with his tawdry Lord Mayor'S state and doggrel verscs, belongs 
to the social history of London as distinctly as the clas~ical invcl},tor of the 
Masques in whieh J ames and Charles delighted. The Christmas revels of the 
Lord of Misrule in the TemIlle, and the triumI)hant entry of Henry V. after the 
battle of Agincourt, have each haa' their historians, and they may each fonn epi­
sodes in OUl' pages, Tempest drew from the life ,the Cries of London in the 
days of Anne, and they may be found in company with some account of Catnach's 
ballads in our day. The glorious picture-satires of Hogarth may tell us of a. 
generation that is past, whilst the splendid caricatures of Gillray may slide into 
the generatioR that is present. 

There arc many allPects of Society in London whicha.re not fit to.be described; 
there are scenes, pa$f; a~ present, which are improper to be exhibited to tho 
general eye. Those which a parent woulQ not wish his child t«) look uPOl'l> will 
ne~r be delineated in this boo~ We shall not, however, from a.ny falserefi,nement; 
confine ourselves to what"is tlie mostagr*ble. All reasoning beiR'gS should 
know that .ther~ is erime,~nd ignorance. andsufi'ering. and. son'O'W,in such all 
immense city. as well as propriety, and elegance, and comfort, and pleasure. 
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But, by a careful attention to what we are and what we were-to our improve­
ments, as well as to some things in which we begin to find out we have not im­
proved-we may indirectly show how the condition of every Londoner is to be 
ameliorated; and how, by diminishing ~norance, we may diminish crime; jJ>d, 
by cultivating innocent pleasures, do something to drive out unlawful excitenf(mts. 

We have a few observations to add. Such a work as we hope to produce may 
interest every English reader, whether he be a resid~t in London or in Aus­
tralia. It treats of the largest city in thc-world,-whose inhabitants are in inter­
course, commercial, political, or religious, with almost the whole human race,­
which has been "the scene of the most stirring events of history,-which hls been 
a city of progress from its first foundation,-which has sent forth its literature 
through four centuries to the uttermost ends of the oarth,-and which is fuB, 
therefore, not only of material monuments of the past, but of the more abiding 
memorials whi0h exist in imperishable books. If the Tabard Inn at Southwark 
is now but a waggoner's yard, with its accom:aanying liquor-shop and tap-room, 
we have Chaucer's immortal picture of ' that hostell'ic,' and its guests-

. Well nine-lI.nd-twl'nty in' a compaglli~ 
Of sundry folk ;'- • 

and he will tell us 
' The charnbres and the slahles wercn wide: 

If East Cheap has lost all its ancient characteristics in the illll)l'ovements of Lon · 
don Bridl£c, Lydgatc will show us that there 

, Pewter pots they clattered ~ a heap; 
There was harp, pipe, and minstrelsy.' 

lot' Finsbury and Islington arc covered with interminable rows of houses, Ben 
Jonson s1)a11 call to mind' the arcHers·of Finsbury, or the citizens that come 
a-ducking t2..lslington lJOnds.' If Spring Garden be no lOI1~er green, Garrard, 
the gossiping correspondent of' the gre:t Lord Strafford, shall inform us of its 
'Bowling,' its ' Ordinary of six shillings a-meal, continual bibbing altd drinking­
wine all day long under the trees, and two or three quarrels every week.' If the 
DelMil Tflvt:rn, with its Apollo Club, has perished, Squire Western's favourite 
song of ' Old Sir Simon the King' shall bring back the memory of Simon Wadloe, 
its landlorg, with J 01\son' s verses over the door of the Apollo Room. If the River 
Pleet no longer runs across Holborn, Pope s?aU recall that JlOlluted stream,-

• Than whom nOJlluice of mud 
With deeper sa.ble blots tIse silver flood.' 

If the glories of White's, aJ!\l Will's, and the Grecian, and the St. James's, have 
passed away, in the fall of Coffeehouses and the rise of Clubs,-if the stranger 
can no longer expect to walk without obstruction into a common room where wit 
is as current Q8 tea and muffins, and a Dryden stands by the fire with a young 
Pope gazing ~pon him,-he may yet live in the social life of the days of Anne, 
and people the 8(ilitary Coffeehouses with imaginary Swifts, and Addisons, and 
Steeles. Sueh, and so various, are the literary 'memorials' of London; and these 
literary 'memorials 'are, iRtruth,amongst her best antiquities. As a city qf 
progrlfSS, her material remains ofotho paiSt 8.l'C compvativcly few; but the mightfest 
of the earth--thOilic whoha~e made,our language iml~rll:l.l and universal-have 
dwelt within her walla, and their records have outlived brick andtlStone. 



IV 

To one of observation, and reflection, and adequate knowledge, everything m 
London is suggestive. III her external features we read the history of her past, and 
the description of her present social state. 

, • The4;hings of fame' 
That do renown thill city.'-

Churches, palaces, theatres, exhibitions, courts of justice, prisons, hospitals,­
parks, squares, streets, br~dgcs, wharfs, docks, warehouses, markets, shops, facto­
ries, inns,-pavements, sewers, gas-light4 water-pipes,-post-offices, railroads, 
tlteam-90ats, public carriages--have each their tale of that mifhty stirring of 
Humanity which in its aggregate is a spectacle of real sublimity unequalled in 
the world. It is the more su blirne and the more wonderful that all this mass­
with its manifold associations of Government,' Municipal Arrangements, Police, 
Supply of Food, Population, Disease, Mortality, Industry, Wealth, Poverty, 
Crime, Religion, Charity, Education, Literature, Science, Arts, Amusements, 
Dress, Manners, Domestic I~ife-~s ever-growing and ever-changing. While we 
are putting down the figures the facts are shifting. We shall not, therefore, 
trou ble our readers with many fig:ures. But the great aspects of LJ'ndon hum\\.nity 
are writt()n in tolerably permanent characters, whether of the past or the present. 
It will be our duty sometimes to digest the abiding facts that arc not likely to 
elude our vision or our grasp-sometimes to 

• Catch ere Ilhe flies the Cyntllia of the minute.' 

If what is permanent, and what is fleeting, shall he found equally withnut attrac­
tion, the fault will he in ourselves and not in our subject. The interest of that 
subject we believe to be uni\'crsal. The features of such a city. physical and 
moral, present and antiquarian, if truly and. strikingly presented, arc to he 10<rked 
upon with interest and curiosity, hy the strailger as well as the citiz~n.who daily 
hears the sound of' Bow-bell. I .. ondon)s not England, as Paris..j~ said to be 
France; neither is she the head and England the body, as used to be set down, 

'but she is §o identified with the whole empire-she absvrbs and returns again so 
much of the general prosperity-that what belongs to her belongs to all. To the 
Briu's" public, then, we offer, in confident hope of their support, our 



(Kic1l<ll'll II. 1l1ul GOWN.] 

I.-THE SILENT HIGHWAY. 

ONE of t.he most remarkable pictures of ancient manners which has been trans­
mitted to us is that in which the poet Gower descrihes the circumstances under 
which he was commanded by King Richard II. 

" To make a book after his hest." 

The good old rhymer,-" the moral Gower," as Chaucer calls him,-who pro­
hably resided in Southwark, where his monmtlent may yet be seen in the church 
of St. Mary Overies, had tQ.ken boat; and upon the broad river he mct the king 
in his stately barge. It was an accidental meeting, he tells us. The monarch, 
who had come most probably from his palace of Westminster, where even thou­
sands ministered, it is said, to his luxurious tastes, espied the familiar face of the 
minstrel, and .. stopped him upon that great highway of London, which was an 
open road fofthcemeanC$t as for. the highest. He called him on board his own 
vessel, and desired him to book "some new thing." This was the origin of thfl 
, Omfessio .Amant".' But the poet shall record the story in his own simple words:-

" As it WeI U.pon a tide, • 
As thing whiPP shouM then 'etide,. 
Under tllc";Wne of New Troy, _ 
Which t(lnlt of 13rute his firste joy; 
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1 n Thames, when it was flowing, 
As I by boatf came rowing, 
So as fortune her time set, 
My liege lord perchance I met, 
A nd so berd, 88 I [-ame nigh, 
Out of my boat, when he me sygh," 
He bade me come into his barge: 
And when I was with him at large, 
Among other thingCs said 
He hath this cha~eu})on me laid, 
And bade me do my business, 
That to his high worthinesR 
Some new thing6 I should bool(, 
That be himself it might look, 
After the form of my writing. 
And thu8 upon Ilis commaIlding. 
Mine IH.'art.e is well the more glad 
To writt'~ so as he me bade." 

Nothing can l)e more pietU)"eS'lU0 than this description, and nothing can more 
forcibly earry us into the very heart of the past. With the excep~ion of 80\\>10 of 
the oldest portions of the Towcl"of London, there is searccly a brick or a stone 
left standing that may present to us a memorial of "the kiug's chamber"t of 
four hundred and fifty years ago. There, indeed. iN the river, still flowing and 
still ebl)ing,-the most ancient thing we can look upon,-which made J~(mdon 
what it was and what it is. Nearly all that then adorned its hanks has perished; 
and many of the stirring histories"of the busy life that moved upon its waters 
have become to us as obscure as the legend of "New Troy." But the poet 
calls upon our imagination tooll up the void. " 

One of the most aneient pietorial repr~$ent.ations of London which ~xists is of 
a date some fifty years later than the l'0cm we have quoted. It is' found in a 
manuscript pretlerve(~ in the British Mus0J.m, and represents the captivity of the 
:Quke of Orlea,ns in the Towel'. The manuscript itself, which consists of the 
poems of the royal captive, was probably copied in the time of' Henry VI. ; 
but the illumination lJUrports to represent the I,ondon of an earlier date, with 
its bridge, its lofty-spired cathedral, its numerous churches, its gahled houses. 
Under these walls we may imagine the poet and his patron to have glided, amidst 
crowded wherries, and att.endant llargcs, and the merry r sounds of song and 
elaTion, a.nd the shouts of the people. Often had the H imaginative" king 80 

passed between his palace of West 'minster and his Tower of London. But the 
state was to end in misery, and degradation, and a soHtary and mysterious death. 

The t Prologue' of Gower, in the true spirit of the romantic times, tells us of 
the town which was founded by the Trojan Brute. Here was the fable which the 
middle-age minstrels rejoiced in, and which History has borrowed from Poetry 
without any compromise of her propriety. The origin of na.tions must be fabu­
lous; and if we would penetrate into the dark past we must be· satisfied With the 
tor~h.light which fable presents to us. We commend, therefore, the belief of the 
good citizena of London, who, in the time of Henry VI., 8el1t the king a eopyof 

,an IIIlcient tract, which &avs of London. tt Aecordiag to the creditor chl'omcles it 

Sew. 
t CallNN Rlgia; 1ihich title, immediately after the NGnDaII,Cooqueet, London ~ to.'I'e.-CAKDllf. 
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is considerably older than Rome; and that it was, by the same Trojan author, 
built by Brute, after the likeness of great Troy, before that built by Romulus 
and Remus. Whence to this day it useth and enjoyeth the ancient city Troy's 
liberties, rights, and customs~"· This iyealing with a legend in a busines~il{o 
manner, worthy of grave aldermen and sheriffs. Between Brute and Richard II. 
there is a long interval; and the chroniclers have filled it up with many pleasant 
stories, and the antiquarians have embellished it with.many ingenious theories. 
We must leap over all these. One ancieIft writer, however, who speaks from his 
own knowlcdge,.William Fitz-Stephen, who died in 1191,-has left us a record 
in his 'Description of London,' which will take us back a few hundre~ years 
further. The original is in Latin. "The wall of the city is high and great, 
continued with seven gates, which are made double, and on the north distinguished 
with turrets by spaces: likewise on the south London hath been enclosed with 
walls and towers, but the large river of Thames, well stored with fish, and in 
which the tide ebbs and flows., by continuance vf time hath washed, worn away, 
and cast down tJ10se walls." Here, then, six hundred and fifty years ago, we find 

• the river-bank of London in the same state as ~scribed by Sir Thomas More in 
his imaginary capital of Amaurote :-" The city is compassed about with a high 
and thiek stone walt full of turrets and bulwarks. A dry ditch, but deep and 
Immd, and overgrown with bushes, briers, and thorns, goeth about three sides 
or quarters of the city. To the fourth side the river itself serveth as a ditch."t 
The SaxQl1 ehronie1e tells us that in the year 1052 Earl Godwin, with his navy. 
passed along the southern side of the river, ~ui(l so assailed the walls. A hun­
dred and fifty years after, in the time of Fitz-Stephen, the walls were gone. 
Ahottt the same period arose the st0"!1P l~ridge of London; but that has perished 
before the .I3:J'Cs of our own generat.ion. 

There is mwther passage in Fitz-Ste~hen which takes us,· as do most of his 
desl'riptions, into the every-day life of the ancient Londoners-their schools, their 
feasting, and their sports: .- • • • 

" J n l~aster holidays they fight battles on the water. A shield is hanged on a 
pold', fi xed in the midst of the stream; a boat is prepared without oars, to be car­
ried by violence of the water, and in the forepart thereof standeth a young man, 
ready to gi.e charge .. pon the shield with his lance. If 80 be he break his lance 
against the shield and doth not fall, he is thought to have performed a worthy 
deed. If 110 he, without breaking his lancer he runneth strongly against the 
shield, down he falleth into. the water, for the boat is violently forced with the 
tide; but on each side of the shield ride two boats, furnished with two young 
men. which recover him that falleth as soon as they may. Upon the bridge, 
wharfs, and houses by the river-side,:;: stand great numbers to see and laugh 
tll~reat. " 

'!.'he sport, which.may be still seen amongst the watermen of the Seine, and of the 
Rhine, was the· delight of the bold youth of' London in the days of Henry II. Fitz­
Stephen tells us of this amongst the sports of the people generally; and the cir-

-Stow, book i. t ijtopia, h. ii. e. il. 
l We give th~ tllWslation of Stow, but. he appean here to have taken a 'I..ttle licence with the original:-

" Supra pon/_ et in 1Ofm,a,. ~m jltNium." • 

B2 
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cumstance shows that they were accustomed to exercise themselves upon their noble 
river. Four centuries aftel'wal'ds Stow saw a somewhat similar game :_H I have 
seen also in the summer season, upon the river of Thames, some rowed in wherries, 
,vitl1 staves in their hands, flat at the fOWil-end, running one against another, and, 

[Water (illinluill.] 

for the most part, or.e or both of them were overthrown and well dUI!.k.ed. '0 Of the 
antiquity of' these customs we have evidence in two drawings of a beautiful illu­
minated ' History of the Old Testament,' &c., of the fourteenth century, in tho Bri­
tish Museum. Howel says, "There was in former times a sport used upon the 
Thames, which is now discontinued: it was for two wherries to row, and run one 

(Water Tournaments.] 

against the othel'. with staves in their hands, flat at the fore-end;' which kind of 
recreation is much pracl;ised amongst the gondolas of Venice. .... . . 

From. the time of Fit,.Stephcn to that of Gower we may readily oonceive that 
··th~ water·communication betwf,cn one partofo.L6ndon and another, and betw~n .. 

Londinopolit: )667. 
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London and Westminster, was constantly increasing. A portion of London Bridge 
Was moveable, which enabled vessels of burden to pass up the river to unload at 

Qneenhithe and other wharfs. Stairs (called bridges) and Water-gates studded 
the shores of both cities. Palaces arose. such as the Savoy. where the powerful 
nobles kept almost regal state. The Courts of I~aw were fixed at WestmiIrster ; 
and thither the citizens and strangers from the ~ollntry daily resortf'n, prcferring 
the easy highway of the Thames to the almost impassable road that led from 
Westminster to the village of Charing, imd onward to London. John Lydgate, 
who wrote in th~ time of Henry V., has left us a very curious poem, whieh we 
shall often have occasion to refer to, entitled (I.ondon Lyckpeny.' He gives us 
a llicture of his coming to Londov to ohtain legall'edress of some grievance, but 
without money to pursue his suit. Upon quitting Westminster Hall, he says, 

" Then to W ('stminster Gate I presently went." 

This is undoubtedly the Water-gate; and, without describing anything heyond 
the cooks, whom he found husy with their hrcdtl and beef at the gate, '( when the 
Slln -.vas at higfl prime," he adds, 

"Then unto London I did'me llie:' 

By water he no douht went, fill' through Charing he would have made a da'y's 
journey. Wanting money, he has no choice 1mt to return to the eountry; and 
having to go " into Kent," he applies to the watel'lnen at Billingsgate:-

" Then hied r me to Billings!l:atp, 
And one cried hoo-go we IlPJlce : 

I l'ray'd a bar!l:cman, for God's sake, 
That he would spare me my expense. 
Thou scap'st not here, quoth he, under two pence." 

We have it eorroboration of the accu'r~cj of this picture in I ... amharde's 'Peramhu­
lation of K01'lt.' The old topographer jnforms us that in the time of Richard II. 
the inhabitants of Milton and Gravesend agreed to earry in their hOl}ts, from J ... on­
don to Gravesend, a passenger, with his truss or farthell, for two-t)en~e. 

The poor Kentish suitor, without two-pence in his pocket to llaY the Gravesend 
bargemen, takes his solitary way on foot homeward. The gate where he was 
welcomed with the cry of hoo-ho, ahoy-was the great landing-place of the coast­
ing-vessel§,; and the"king here anciently took his toll upon imllOrts and exports. 
The Kentishman comes to Billingsgate from Cornhill; but it wA not an ull('om­
mon thing for boats, even in those times, to a~()mplish the feat of passing through 
the fall occasioned by the. nal'l'owness of the arches of London Bridge; and the 
loss of life in these adventures was not an unfrequent occurrence. Gifford, in a 
note upon a passage in Ben Jonson's ( StaTIle of News: says somewhat pettishly 
of the old bridge, " had an alderman 01' a turtle been lost there, the nuisance 
would have been long since removed." A greater man than an alderman-John 
Mowbray, t~e set:ond Duke of Norfolk-nearly perished there in 1428. This 
companion of the glories of Henry V. took his barge at St. Mary Overies, with 
many a gentleman, squire, and yeoman, « and prepared to pass through L()ndon~ 
Brigg. Whereof the foresai<\ barge, through misgovernment of steering, fell 
u'pon. the piles and overwhelmed. ,The which wat ~flU¥ of spilling many a g~ntle 
m.an, aDd other; the more ruth w;s ! But as God would, the Duke himself: and 
two or three otber gentle men, sc~ng that,uiscllicf: leaped up 011 the piles, and. so 
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wei-6'*ved through help of them that were above the brigg, with casting down 
of ropes."'" But there were landing-places in abundance between Westminstet' 
and London Bridge, so that a danger such as this ~as not necessary to be in­
euh~d. When the unfortunate Eleanor, Cobham, Duchcss of Gloncester, was 
eondenmed to do penance in London, in three open places, on three several days, 
ahe Was brought by water from Westminster; and on the 13th November, 1440, 
was put on shorc at the 'lkmple bridgc; on the 15th, at the Old Swan; and, on 
the 17th, at Queenhithe. Here, .exactlY four centuries ago, we have the same 
stairs d~scribcd by the same names as we find at the present day .• The Old Swan 
(close to London Bridge) was the Old Swan in the time of Henry VI., as it con­
tinued to be in the time of Elizabeth. If we tvrn to the carliest maps of London 
we find, in the same way, Broken Wharf, and Paul's Whal'f, and Essex Stairs, 
and Whitehall Stairs. The abiding-placcs of the watermcn appear to have been 
as unchanging as their thoroughfare-the samc river ever gliding, and the same 
inlcts from that broad and cheerfut highway to the narrow and gloomy streets. 

Thc watermen of I,ondon, like every other class of the IJCople, 'lVere oneer-mu­
sical; and thcir "oars kept time '1 to many a harmony, which, if not so poetical as 
the song of the gondoliers, was full of the henrt 'of merry England. The old city 
chronicler, Fallyan, te11s us that John Norman, Mayor of I .. ondon (he held this 
dignity in 1-154), was "the first of all mayors who brake that ancient and old­
continulld custom of riding to Westminster upon thc morrow of Simon and Jude's 
day." John Nonnan u was rowe.£{ tltitlwr by water, for thc which thc Watclmen 
made of him a roundel, or song, to his grcat praise, the which hegan, 

, How the boat, Norman, row to thy ]cman.''' 

The watermcn's aneient chorus, as we coHec! from old hall ads, was 
.. Hcave and how, rumbe]ow;" 

and their hur~en was still the same in the time of Henry VIII., not forgetting, 
fl. Row thc boat, Norman. "t W ell might the first mayor who carried the pomp of 
the city to the great Thamcs, and made 

.. Thc barge he sat in, like a burnish'd throne, 
Burn on the water," 

deserve the prl1.ises of watcrmcnin all time! We could willingly spare rnany morc 
intrinsica.lly va'llahle things than the city water-pageant; for it takes us even now 
into the old forms of life; and if i~ shows us more than all other pageants some­
thing of the perishableness of powcr and dignity, it pas a fine, antique grandeur 
about it, and tells us that London, and what belongs to London, are not of yes­
terday,: 

We every no" and then turn up in the old Chl'oniclcs, and Memoirs, and Letters 
that have been :rescued from mice and mildew, some graphic description of the use 
of the river as the common highway of London. These old writersw.erc-' n()ble 
hands at ~ne--painting. What a picture Hall gives us of the JlopulousneMof 

'theThante4ll-the perfect,eoRtrast to Wordn-ol'th's • 

"Thenver tlideth at his own ISWf'et wi11"-

illth~story whichh~.tellit ~orthe4rchl>ishop of York. afi;er leavin8'th~ wid?w 

Har!. MS., Nl1.1S65, QUoted in'Chronicles of J..ondon Brid~" 
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of Edward IV. in the sanctuary of Westminster, sitting" alone below on the rushes. 
all desolate and dismayed," returning home to York Place in the dawning of the 
da.y; ., and when he opened his windows and looked on the Thames, he might I!(~e 
the river full of boats of the Duke of ,s1loucester his servants, watching that 110 

pel'Bon should go to sanctuary, nor none should pass unsearched." Cavendish, 
in his' Life of Wolsey,' furnishcs as graphic a description of the great Cal·dinal 
hurrying to and fro on the highway of the Thames, b~ween his imperious master 
and the injurt!d. Katharine, when Henry had "become impatient of the tedious 
conferences of the Court at Blackfriars sitting on the question of his divorce, and 
desircd to throw down with the strong hand the barricrs that kept him'trom the 
Lady Anne :-" Thus this court Jlasscd from scssion to scssion, and day to day, 
in 80 much that a certain day thc king scnt fl)r Illy lord at the In'eaking up one 
day of the court to come to him into Bridewell. And to accomplish his com· 
mandment he went unto him, and being there with him in communication in his 
grace's IJrivy chamber from eleven until tw~vc of the clock and past at noon, 
myJord camctlOut and departcd fi'om the king, and took his barge at the Black 
li"riars, and so went to his house atWestminste.r. The Bishop of Carlisle, heing 
with rum in his barge, said unto him, (wiping the sweat from his face,) < Sir,' 
quoth he, f it is a very hot day.' 'Yea,' quoth my I.ord Cardinal, 'if ye had 
been as well chaf(·d as I have been within this hour, ye would say it werc very 
hot.' " Between Westminster and the Tower, and the Tower and Greenwich, the 
Thames"'was especially the royal road. When Henry VII. willed the coronation 
of his Qucen Elizabeth, she came from Greenwich attended l)y H barges freshly 
furiished with banners and streamers of silk." When Henry VIn. avowed his 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, she w~~ brought by H all the erafts of'London" from 
Greenwil!h· to the Tower, H trumpets, shawms, and other divers instruments, all 
the way playing and making great melody." The river wit!! not only the festival 
highway, but the more convcnient one, for kings as well as sulJjects. Hall tells 
us, " This year (1536), in Deeemher, was the Thames of I,ond01i aHo· frozen over, 
wherefore the king's majesty, with his beautiful spouse Queen Jane, rode through. 
o,it the city of London to Greenwich." '}'he interesting volume of the f Privy 
Purse Expenses of Hcnry VIn.' contains item upon item of sums paid to water­
men for -Waiting wtth barge and boat. The barge was evidently <Rlways in 
attendance upon the king; and the great. boat was ever busy, moving household 
stuff and servants from Westminster to Greenwich or to Richmond. In 1531 we 
have a curious evidence. of the king being deep in his polemical studies, 
in a record of payment u to John, the king'a IJRrgeman, for corning twice from 
Greenwich to York Place with a great boat with books for the king." We see 
the If great Eliza" on the Thames, in all her pomp, as Ralcigh saw her out of 
his prison-window in the Tower, in 1592, as described in a letteT from Arthur 
Gorge. to C~cil :t...H Upon a report of her majesty's being at Sir George Carew's, 
Sit' W. Raleigh, halTing gazed and sighed a long time at his study-window, 
front whence hewght discern the barges and boats about the Blackfliars stail'B,. 
wddenly he btakeout into a. great distemper, and sware that his enemies. had 
9IL pu:tposc brought her majesty thither to brtt.lc hi, ga.llin ,runder with· Tan­
talu.' tOrment, that when she went away he might see death before 'his eycs; 
with many IJUch-like conceits. A4I)d, as a man transported~ith' passion, he sw.ore 
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to Sir George Carew that he would disguise himself, and get into a pair of 
oars to ease his mind with but a sight of the queen." In the time of Elizabeth 
and the First James, and onward to very recent days, the North bank of the 
Tha.mes was studded with the palaces 0& the nobles; and each palace had its 
la.nding-place, and its private retinue of barges and wherries; and many a freight 
of the brave and beautiful has been borne, amidst song and merriment, from 
house to house, to join tha- masque and the dance; and many a wily statesman, 
muffied in his cloak, has glided along unseen in his boat to some dark conference 
with his ambitious neighbour. Nothing could then have been mQre picturesque 
than the'Strand, with its broad gardens, and lofty trees, and embattled turrets 
and pinnacles. Upon the river itself, busy as ,it was, fleets of swans were ever 
sailing; and they ventured unmolested into that channel which is now narrowed 
by vessels from every region. Paulus Jovius, who died in 1552, describing the 
Thames, says, «This river abounds in swans., swimming in flocks; the sight of 
whom, and their noise, arc vastly"agreeablc to the fleets that meet them in 
their course." Shakspere must have seen this sight, when he maPle York ~m­
pare the struggle of his followerR at the battle of Wakefield to a swan encoun­
tering a tidal stream :-

"As I have seen a swan, 
With bootless labour swim against the tide, 
And spend her strength with, over-matclling waves.' 

But there were those, during three centuries, to whom the beauties of (be silent 
highway could have offered no plefl.lmre. The Thames was the road by which the 
victim of despotism came from the Tower to Westminster Hall, in most cases 
to return to his barge with the edge of' the axe towards his face. One examljle 
is enough to suggest many painful reconection~: When the Duke of Bpc'kingham 
was conducted from his trial to the barge? "Sir Thomas Lovel desired him to 
sit on the cushions and carpet ordained for him. He said, 'Nay; for when I 
went to Westminster I was Duke of Buckingham; now I am but Edward Bohun, 
the most caitiff of the world.' "t But these exhibitions, frequent as they were, 
occupied little of the thoughts of those who were moving upon the Thames, In 
hundreds of boats, intent upon business or amusement. In the beginning of the 
seventeent}l. century the river was at the height of its glory as .the great t~orough­
fare of London. Howel maintains that the river of Thames hath not her fellow, 
<t if regard be had to those forests of. ~asts which are perpetually upon her; the 
variety of smaller wooden bottoms playing up and down; the stately palaces that 
are built upon both sides of her banks so thick; which made divers foreign am­
b8.Sfladors affirm that the most glo~ous sight in the world, take water and land 
together, was to come upon a high tide from Gravesend, and shoot the bridge to 
Westminster.": Of the "smaller wooden bottoms," Stow computes that there 
were in his time as lllanYas two thousand; and he makes the v~y extraordinary 
statement, .that there were forty thous.andwatermen upon the rol).& 'of the com­

Ql&DY. and that they couldl,ynilh twenty. thousand .men for the fleet. ThepriV'ate 
watermenof the court andpf. the nobility were doubtless included .inthislarge 
~u~11eT .. It is evident, fro~ ~heC'epresen~ns.ofa royal p1'OC~ioninithe early 
times of J allles I., that, e,vett on .OODllDon oecaalOns, the SOyere~lDov«iUp.<:iJ1 

, Hertt,. VI., p8.t1U. t Ball. 
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the Thames with regaJpomp, surrounded with many boats of guards and mu­
sieians:-

·0 
[PJ'oc(~KBion or .Tumes J. on the ThnrnClt.] 

ThEf Inns of Court, too, fillcd as they' .WC!C not only with the grcat practitioners of 
the law, bllt.with thousands of wealthy students, gave ample employment to the 
watermen. Upon the marria.ge of the. Princess Elizabeth- to the Palatine, in 
1613, the gentlemen of the Inner Temple and Gray's Inn presented a sumptuous 
masque at court. H These maskers, with their whole t.rain in all triumphanl 
manner and good order, took barge at Winchester Stairs, about seven of the clock 
thaI!' night, and rowed to Whitehall against the tide: the chief maskers went in 
the king's barge royally adorned, and plenteously furnished with a great number 
of great WI!fX lights, taat they alone made a glorious show: other gent1emen went 
in the prince's barge, and certain other w~nt in other fair barges, and were led 
by two admirals: besides all these, they had feul' lusty warlike galleys to convoy 
and attend them; each bar~ and galley, being replenished with store of torch­
lights, ~ade 80 rare and brave a show upon the water, as the like was never seen 
upon the Thames."· When Charles was created Prince of Wales, in 1616, he 
came from Bam Elms to Whitehall in great aquatic state. In 1625, when Hen­
rietta Maria arrived in London (June 16), H the king and queen in the royal 
barge, with many Gther barges of honour and thousands of boats, passed through 
London Bridge t.o Whitehall; infinite numbers, besidcs these, in wherries, stand­
iV in ho~ ships.. lighters, western barges, and on each sidc of the shore. "t 
What a. oontTast dot'ls this splendour and rcjoicing present to the soone whicJt a 
fc'Y, years diselosed !~ .. The -barge-wmdows," (Ila)''' Mr.;Mead, thew-riter of this 
letter.)" notwithatanding the vehement shower, wcre~pen:anda.ll the people 

~'COIltinuatioo oiSto.·, Annab, p. 1007. t ElliJ', Letters, vol. iii. p. 196. 
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shouting f),main. She put out her hand, and shaked it unto them." The White~ 
hall, to which the daughter of Henri Quatre was thus conveyed, had another tale 
to tell in some twenty-three years; and the long tragedy of the fated race of the 
Stuarts almost reaches its catastrophe, "'hen, in a cold winter night of 1688, the 
wife of J ames II. takes a common boat at Whitehall to fiy with her child to some 
place of safety; and when in a few weeks later the fated king steps into a barge, 
surrounded by Dutch gulrds, amidst the triumph of his enemies, and the pity 
even of those good men who blamed his obstinacy and rashness: H I saw him 
take ba;rge," says Evelyn,-cr a sad sight." But let us turn from political 
changes to those more enduring revolutions which changes of manners produce. 

We have before us a goodly folio volume ofe some six or seven hundred pages, 
closely printed, and containing about seventy thousand lines, for the most part of 
heroic verse, entitled H All the Works of John Taylor, the Water-Poet, being sixty 
and three in number, colleeted into one volume by the Author."* John Taylor, 
who made this collection of his tracts in 1630, was literally a Thames waterman, 
working daily for his bread. He says, 

.. I have a trade; much like an alchemist, 
That (1ft-time!! by extraction, if I list, 
With sweating labour at a wooden olLr 
I'll get the coin'd, refined, silver ore; 
Which I count better than the sharping tricks 
Of cozening tradesmen. or rich politicks, 
Or any proud fool, ne'cr 80 prond or wise, 
That docs my ft~edful honest trade despise." t 

The waterman's verses are not so amhitious as those of the Venetian gondolier, 
Antonio Bianchi, who wrote an epic p09m. ~n twelve cantos; but they possess a 
great deal of rough vigour, and altogether open to us very curiQui views of 
London manners in the early part of the seventeenth century. Taylor is neVer 
ashamed of his trade; and he cannot endure it to be supposed that his water­
man's vocation'is incompatible with the sturdiest assertion of his rights to the 
poetica.l dignity:-

.. It chanc'd oue evening, on a reedy bank, 
The Muses sat tog'ether in a rank; 
Whilst in my boai J did by water wander, 
Repeating lines of Hero and Leander: 
The triple three took great delight in that; 
Call'd me ashorevandcaus'd me ,it andcllat, 
And in the end, when a11 our talk was done, 
They gave to me a draugllt of Helicol., 
Which proved to me a blessing and a cune, 
To fill my pate with verse, and empt my purs!.'." t 

In one of his controversies-for ,he generally had some stiff quarrel on hand 
with witlings who looked down upon him-he says, addressing William Fennor, 
.. the king'. rhYlhlng poet," 

·'Thou.fat thatPoetrjdell()ended is 
From •. *,overty: thou talc 'sttlty mark am_ 
In_piteQf .wea1 or woe, or want of pelt 
It .'(J ldndomoJ, contMll.it8~lf. 'I 

,Such. .. tlpirit wOuld, go fa~~make It. writer, whoseworlL. would be worth looking 

" Tayl!»', afbIt I'.hepublicatiOll of thit YollUlle, printed rbolitlin,mo:e traetJ, in p!:0Ml and VerBll. 

t Ta,l9l". Motto, p. ~o. t Ibid.,p. :II), 
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at two centuries after the I)raise or abuse of his contemporaries was forgotten; 
and so homely John Taylor, amongst the race of satirists and manner-painters, 
is not to be despised. "The gentleman-like scuBer at the Hope on the Bank­
side" (as he makes Fenno}" call him) litred in a poetical atmosphere. He pro­
bably had the good fortune to ferry Shakspere from Whitehall to Paris Garden; 
he boasts of his acquaintance with Ben Jonson; and the cause of his. great quarrel 
with Fennor is thus set forth: .. Be it known unto aIr men, that I, John Taylor, 
waterman, did agree with William Fennor (who arrogantly and falsely entitles 
himself the King's Majesty's Rhyming Poet) to answer me at a trial of wit, on the 
7th of October last, 1614, at the Hope Stage on the Bank-side; ...... and 
when the day came that the play .hould have heen performed, the house being 
filled with a great audience who had all spent their money extraordinarily, then 
this companion for an ass ran away und left me for a fool, amongst thousands of 
critical censurers." Taylor had taken his waterman's position in a spot where 
there was It thriving trade. The, Bunhide w~s the landing-place to which the 
inhllibitants of Westminster, and of the Strand, and of' I,ondon west of Paul's, 
would daily throng in the days of' the Drama's glory; when the Globe could 
hoast of the highest of the land amongst its visitors; when Essex and South­
ampton, out of favour at court, repaired thither to listell, unsatiated., to the lessons 
of the great master of philosophy; when crowds of earnest people. not intent 
only upon amusement, went there to study their country's history, or learn the 
"humanities" in a school where the rwet could. slare to proclaim universal truths 
in an age of individual dissimulation; and when even the idle llroiligate might 
for;t moment forget his habits of self-indulgence, and he roused into sympathy 
with his ~ellows, by the art which theft triumphed, and still triumphs, over all 
competiti~n~ Other Illaces of amusement were on the -llankside-the Paris 

(Pal"'" Yard Slam. 16H.J 
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Garden, the Rose, and the Hope playhouses; and in earlier times, and even when 
the drama had reached its highest point of popular attraction, on the same spot 
were the "Bear-houses" -places of resort not only for the rude multitude, but 
to which Elizabeth carried the French. ambassador to exhibit the courage of 
English buH-dogs. Imagine Southwark, the peculiar ground of summer theatres 
and ciroi, with no bridge but that of London, and we may easily understand that 
John Taylor sang the praices of the river with his whole heart:-

" Bllt noblc Tllamcs, whilst I can hold a pen, 
I will divulge thy glory unto men: 
Thou in the morning, when my coin is scant, 
Before the evening doth supply my want." * 

But the empire of the watermen was destined to be invaded; and its enemJCs 
approached to its conquest, after the Tartanan fashion, with mighty chariots 
crowded with multitudes. Taylor was not slow to complain of this change. In 
his r Thief: published in 1622, he tells us that, 

" When QU(,PlJ Elizabctll came to tlw crown, 
A coach in England then was st:an:dy kllOWll ;" 

and he add", "'tis not fit" that 
" Fulsome madams, and new scurvy squires, 

Should jolt the streets at pom}), at their desires, 
Like great triumpllant TamlJUrlaines, each day, 
Drawn with tlle pam})er'd jades of Belgia, 
That almost all the streets are chok't.l outright, 
Where men can hkrtlly pass, from morn till night, 
Whilst watermen want work." 

In a prose tract, published in the following year, Taylor goes forth to <the 
attack upon H coaches" with great veh(!mcncc, but with a convict~0It that his 
warfare will not be successful: "I do not inveigh against any coaches that helong 
to persons of worth or quality, but only against the caterpillar swarm of' hirelings. 
They have W'tdon,e my poor trade, whereof I am a member; and though I look for 
no reforma.tion, yet Icxpcct the benefit of an old proverb, < Give the losers 
leave to speak.' "t He maintains that" this infernal swarm of trade-spiners 
(coaches) have so overrun the land that we can get no living upon the water; for 
I dare truly affirm that every day in any term, especially if the c(lurt be at 
Whitehall, they do rob us of our livings, and carry five hundred sixty fares 
daily from us." This is a very exa{',t computation, formedperhaJ)s upon personal 
enumera.tion of the number of hired coaches passing to Westminster. He natu­
rally enough contrasts the quiet of his own highway ,\-ith the turmoil of the land­
thoroughfare: <f I pray you look into the streets, and the chambers or lodgings 
in Fleet Street or the Strand, how they are pestered with them (coaches), espe­
cia.lly after a mask or a play at the court, where even the very earth quakes and 
trembles, the casements shatter, tatter, and clatter, and such a confused noise 

r· 
is made, so that a ma.n can neither sleep, speak, hear, write, or eat· his dinner or 
'upper quiet for them." The history of this innoyation we shalf have Jo recount 
in" future paper. The il'1'uption of coaches must have been as fearfll;l a calamity 
wJ()hn Taylor and his rraternityin.thosedays, l\S the establishmentofrailroads 
bas 'boon to postma,ters{a.na postboys in our own. These transit~Qns diminish 
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something of the pleasure with which we must ever contemplate a state of pro­
gress; but the evil is temporary and the good is permanent, and when we look 
back upon the past we learn to estimate the evil and the good upon broad prin­
ciples. Half-a-century hence, a Londo.n without railroads, that inns and stages 
might be maintained, would appeal' as ludicrons a notion as that of a London 
without carriages, that John Taylor might row his wherry in prosperity, glad­
dened every day by the smiles of ladies, "whose a.ncient lodgings were near 
St. Katharine's, the Bankside, Lambeth Marsh, Westminster, Whitefryars, Cole­
harllOr, or any. other place ncar the Thames, who were wont to take a boat and 
air themselves upon the water,"-and not have to eomplain that "every Gill 
Turntripe, Mistress Fumkins, Madam Polecat, and my Lady Trash, Froth the 
Tapster, Bill the Tailor, Lavendei· the Broker, Whiff the Tobacco-seller, with their 
companion trugs, must be coach'd to Saint Alban's, 13urntwood, Hockley-in-the­
hole, Croydon, 'Vindsor, Uxbridge, and many otlwr places." * Peace he to 
honest John Taylor. He was the prince of.scullers; for he rowed in a wherry 
" t~at had en~ur('d near four years' pilgrimage," fi-om London to York, on one 
oeeasion; made what he Imlls " a difICovery by ~ea from I .. ondon to Salishury," on 
another voyage; and passed, " in a s('ul1er's hoat," from London to IIercford, on a 
third adventure. He never hated" one jot of heart 01' hope," and yet the 
coaches, and other evil aecidents, drove him from his waterman's trade. and he 
finished his eccentric career as a victuallcr at Oxford, writing against sectaries and 
schismMoics, and filling humpers to vrerogative, on to a good old age. 

The revolutions of half~a-century made wOIfderful changes in the aspect of the 
Thames. The Restoration found the famous old theatres swept away, and the 
an~ient mansions towards the east inyaded by the traders. Wharfs took the Illace 
of trim goll:t:elens; and if the noblenian ;till kept his state-boat, the dirty coal-barge 
was anchored by its side. D' A venanJ; has given a descrifltion of this state of 
things, which he puts into the mouth of a Frenchman :-

"You would think me a malicious traveller if I should still gttze tln your nris­
shapen streets and take no notice of' the beauty of your river; therefore I will 
pllss the importunate noise of your watermen (who snatch at fares as if they were 
to catch prisoners, plying the gentry so uncivilly, as if they never had rowed any 
other pa~engers but bear-wards), and now step into one of your peascod-hoats, 
whose tilts are not so sumptuous as the r09fs of gondolas, nor, when you are within, 
are you at the ease of chaise a bras. The conl1l1odity and trade of your river belongs 
to yourselves; but give a stranger leave to share in the pleasure of it, which will 
hardly he in the prospect o~ freedom of air; unless prospect, consisting of variety, 
be made up with here a palace, there a wood-yard, here a garden, there a brewhouse ; 
here dwells a lord, there a dyer, and between both duomo comune. If fre<-><iolU of 
air be inferred in the liberty of the subject, where every private man hath 
authority, for hili own profit, to smoke up a magistrate, then the air of your 
Thames isopel1 enough, because 'tis equally free. "t 

It is easy to perceive that during the progress of these changes-all indicatinge 
the advance of the middle classes, and the general extension of publicaccommo­
dation and individual comfort-=-the riVlll' was evlry dV her.oming less and tess a 
general highway fcn.' passengers. The streetlf ttomWestminsterto St. Paul's 

• The Worl.1'UIl8 on Wheels, Worb, p. ass. 
tEIlterta.iument at Rutland House, D' Avenant'. Work., '1613, p. 862. 
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,vere paved. after a fashion; the foot-passenger could make his way, though with 
some danger anrl difficulty; aud the coach, though sometimes stuck in a hole, and 
sometimes rudely jostled by the brewer's cart, did progress through the Strand 
and Holborn. But the time was appro~ching when the great capital would find 
out that one bridge was somewhat insufficient, and that ferrics and wherries were 
uncertain and inconvenient modes of passage from one shore to another. West­
minster Bridge was finishe~ about 1750. In sixty or seventy years later, London 
('.QuId number six bridges, the noblest structures of the modern world. Alas, for 
the watermen! They were a cheerful race, and Dogget did a 'rise thing when 
he endowed the river with his annual coat and badge. But they have gradually 
dwindled-and where are they now? They are not even wanted for the small 
commerce of the Thames. Steam-vessels bring every possible variety of lading 
up the river, where formerly the little hoys had their share of a coasting-trade; 
and the market-cart has entirely appropriated to itself the vegetable burthens of 
Covent-garden. Steele has givel1. us a lively description of a boat-trip from 
Richmond in an early summer-morning, when he "fell in with a f1ect,.of gardenqrs." 
.... "Nothing remarkable happened in our voyage; but I landed with ten 'sail 
of apricock-boats at Strand bridge, after having llUt in at Nine Elms, and taken 
in melons." t Things arc changed. 

Howel, amongst his enumeration of the attractions of' the city. says, "What 
variety of bowling-alleys there are!" And when the idler was tired of this sport, 
and would turn his back even upon shuffle-board and cock-fighting, he had no­
thing to do but to step down to Qlieenhithe or the Temple, and have an afternoon 
of such recreation as can now only be found at a distance of five miles from Lon­
don Bridge. "Go to the river," continues ,Howe!; H what a pleasure it istO'go 
thereon in the summer-time, in boat or barge '! or to go a floundering; a:mong the 
fishermen!" Imagil'<e a waterman, in thc~e our days of his decay, tired of wait­
ing for a flue at Westminster, strike out into the mid-stream with his draw-net! 
What a hooting would there be from Blackwall to Chelsea! Or conceive an 
angler, stuck under one of the piers of WaterIoo Bridge, patiently expecting to 
be rewardtld with a salmon, or at least a barbel. Yet such things were a century 
ago. There are minute regulations of the " Company of Free Fishermen" to be 
obaerved in the western parts of the Thames, which clearly show that' the pre­
servation of the fish, even in the highw,ay between London and Westminster, was 
a. matter of importanc.e; and very stl'ingent, therefore, are the restrictions against 
using eel-spears, and wheels, and "angle-rods with more than two hooks." t 
There ill a dietmct provision ,that fishermen were n~t to come nearer London 
Bridge than the Old Swan on the north bank., and St. Mary Overies on the south. 
Especially was enactment made that no person should "bend over any net, during 
the time of ftoocL<whet'eby both salmons, and other kind of fish, may be hindered 
from 8wimming upwards." Woe for the anglers! The salmons and the swans 
have both quitted thebillll of mortality; and they are gone where. tliere are clea.r 
ruuels, and pebbly bottoms, a.nd quiet nooks under shadowing osiers, and Where 
the w.ater-lilysprea.ds ite broad leaf and its snowY,' flower, and the sewtn' elnptiea 
aoHtselfto pollute every tJde,hdthe never-ceasing din of human life is heard 
not,wdthe paddle of the steam-boat dashes no wave upon the shore. . . 

... Spectator, No •• tH. 
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We have seen a Frenchman's description of our Thames as a highway; and it 
may be well to look at the same author's picture, in the character of an English­
man, of the Seine, and its conveyances;-

.. I find your boats much after the pleasant shape of those at common ferries;, 
where your bastelier is not 80 turbulently active as our watermen, but rather (his 
fare being two brass liards) stands as sullen as an old Dutch skipper after ship~ 
wreck, and will have me attend till the rest of the lJ.erd make up his freight; 
passing in droves like cattle; embroidered and perfumed, with carters and 
C1'(;CheieuTB,. aU standing during the voyage, as if we were ready to land as soon as 
we put from the 'shore; and with his long pole gives us a tedious waft, as if he 
were all the while poching for eels. We neither descend by stairs when we come 
in, nor allcend when we go out, but "crawl through the mud like cray.fish, or anglers 
in a new plantation." '" . London, at all periods, could exhibit better accommoda­
tion than this; though D' Avenant's Frenchman complains of the landing at 
U Puddledock." But we select the description,. to contrast the Parisian passage­
boat of 1660 with the London steamer of 1841. Our readers will kindly ae­
comiany us on : quarter of an hour's voyage fro~ the Shades Pier to Hungerford 
Market. 

We have stood for a few minutes on the eastern side of I,ondon Bridge, looking 
upon that liight which arrests even the dullest imagination-mast upon mast, 
stretching farther than the eye ean reaeh, the individual objects constantly shifting, 
but the aggregate eV(ll' the same. We pass to the western side, and deseend the 
steps of the bridge. We arc in a narrow and dK-ty street, and we look up to the 
magnificent land-arch which crosses it. A turn to the left brings us to the river. 
A bell is ringing; we pass through a toll-gate, paying four-pence, and in a few 
seconds arl: <?on board one of the little 'steam-boats, bearing the poetical name of 
some flower, or planet, or precious gem .• As the hand of theeelock upon the pier 
approaches to one of the four divisions of the hour, the boat prepares to start. 
The pilot goes to the helm; the broad plank over which the pltsseJlgers haw 
passed into the boat is removed; the cable by which it is attached to the pier, or 
to S6)me other boat, is cast off. The steam is up. For a minute we appear as if 
we were passing down the river; but, threading its way through a dozen other 
steam-win~d vessels, .the boat darts towards the Surrey shore; and her prow is 
breasting the ebbing tide. What a gorgeous scene is now before us! The 
evening sun is painting the waters with gl~cing flames; the cross upon the 
snmmit of that mighty dome of St. Paul's shines like another sun; churches, 
warehouses, stea,m..ehimney&,: shot-towers, wham. bridges-tho noblest and tho 
humblest thing..-a.ll a.Te picturesque; a.nd the eye. looking upon the mass. sees 
nothing of that mea.nncss with which our Thames ba.nb have heeD reproached. 
In tlUth, this Juxtaposition of the magnificent and the common fills the mind 
with as muchf90d for thought as if from London Bridge to Westmmster there 
was onesp1endi~ qua.y, curtaining the sheds, and coal-barges, and time-worn 
landings which meet us, at every glance. The ceaseless activity with which these 
objects. are .•. ~ renders them even separa.tely interesting. We see the 
goings-on ortba.t enotmoustra.ftic which makes LOIIdon wha.t it ill; and whillt-we 
ruShnnder the mighty archca ofthe iron bridge, and~S.olda.nother.and an.other, 

IEntertaiDJ;ll{jpt at Rutland HOUBe, p. 356. 
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and another spanning the river, looking as vast and solid as if they defied time 
and the clementi; and also sec the wharfs on the one bank, although the light be 
waning, still populous and busy,-and the foundries, and glass-houses, and print­
ing-offices, on the other bank, still sending out their dense smoke,-we know that 
without this never-tiring energy, disagreeable as are some of its outward forms, 
the splendour which is around us could not have been. But the boat stops. 
Without bustle, some tW'il,nty passengers leave us at Blackfriars Bridge, and as 
many corne on board. The operation is finished in a minute or two. We are 
again on our way. We still see the admixture of the beautiful and the mean, but 
in another form. The dirty Whitefriars is the neighbour of the trim Temple. 
Praised be the venerable Law which has left us one green spot, where trees stil1 
grow by our river-side, and which stillI)resertrcs some relics of the days that are 
gone! Another bridge, perhaps the noblest, is again passed; and the turrets and 
pinnacles of Westminster are spread before us, with the smart modern mansions 
that have succeeded the old palatilll grandeur of the seventeenth century. The sight 
is not displeasing, when we reflect that the ground upon which 9-nce stood~ome 
dozen vast piles, half house al,ld half fortress, is now covered with hun~reds 
of moderate-sized dwellings, filled with eomforts and even luxuries unknown to 
the days of'ruslws and tapestry, into whose true sanctuaries no force can intrude, 
and where, if there be peace within, there is no danger of happiness being dis­
turbed by violenee without. But we arc at Hungerford-wharf. The greater 
portion of the freight is discharged, ourselves amongst the number. ~The boat 
darts through Westminster Bridg'e, and farther onward to Vauxhall; and in ano­
ther hour some of its passengers are miles on the road to Southampton. We are 
in the Strand as the gas-lights are peeI~in!?; and we arc thinking of what the 
Strand is, and what it was. 



[" The foot grow. black Umt WM with diPI erobrown'd,"] 

n.-CLEAN YOUR HONOUR'S SHOES. 

IN one of the many courts on the north sidee't>f Fleet Street, might be seen, 
somewhere about the .year 1820, the last f!f tlte shoe-blacks. One would think 
that "he deemed himself dedicated to h~s ~rofession by Nature, for he was a Negro. 
At the earli.eft dawq he crept forth from his neighbouring lodging, and planted 
his tripod on the quiet pavement, where 4e patiently stood till ftoon was past. He 
was a short, large-headed. son of Africa, su bject, as it would appear, to considerable 
variations of spirits, alternating between depression and excitement: as-the gaid 
of the day presented to him the chance of having a few pence to recreate himself, 
bey&nd what he should carry home to his wife and children. For he had a wife 
and children, this last representative of a falling trade; and two or three little 
woolly-headed decrottf!4lrs nestled around him when he was idle, or assisted in 
taking off the roughest of the dirt when .he had more than one client. He 
watched, with a melancholy eye, the gradua.l.improvement of the streets; for 
during some twenty or thir~ years he had beheld all the world combining to 
ruin him. He saW' the foot-pavements widening; the large llag-stones carefully 
laid down; the loose and broken piece, which discharged a slushy shower on the 
unwary foot, instantly removed: he saw the kennels diligontlycleansed, and the 
drainlS wid.'ened:he 8awe~riment upon experiment made in the repair of the 
carnage-way, and tb.e holes, which were to him as the" 01'd familiar f&ce8" which 
he loved., filled'up with a haste that appeared quite unnecessary, if not insulting. 
One solital'Yt»untry shopkeeper, who had come to London once a year during a 
long. life,. clung-to OUr sable friend; ·foT he was the only one of the fraternity 
thatheeould ind remaining, iIi his walk from @hariVg Crot. to. Oheapside. 
t'h.e ftmmel'" tnorning when that good man planted his foot on tne three­
~gged st()c))', anddesited hUn au-efu1Jy to turn back his brown gaiten, and asked. 
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him how trade went with him, and shook his head when' he learned that it was 
very bad, and they both agreed that new-fangled ways were the ruin of the 
country-that was a joyful occasion to him, for he felt that he was not quite 
deserted. He did not continue long to struggle with the capricious world. 

"One morn we miss'd him on th' accustom'd stand." 

He retired into the workhouse; and his boys, having a keener eye than their 
father to the wants of the community, took up the trade which he most hated, and 
applied themselves to the diligent removal of the mud in an earlier stage of its 
accumulation-they swept crossings, instead of cleaning shoes. ' 

The last of the Shoe-blacks belongs to history. He was one of the living 
monuments of old London; he was a link between three or four generations. 
The standwhich he purchased in Bolt Court (in the wonderful resemblance of 
external appearance between all these Fleet Street courts, we cannot be sure that 

. it was Bolt Court) had been handed down from one successor to another, with as 
absolute a line of customers as Child's Banking-house. He belonged to a trade 
which has its literary memorials. In 17.')4, the polite Chesterfield, and the'JYitty 
Walpole, felt it no degradation to the work over which they presided trlat it 
should be jocose about hi;; fraternity, and hold that his profession was more 
dignified than that of the author: 

H Far be it from me, or any of my brother authors, to intend lowering the 
dignity of the gentlpmcn trading in black ball, by naming them with ourselves: 
we are extremely sensible of th~ great distance there is between us:' and it is 
with envy that we look up to the occupation of shoe-cleaning, while we lament 
the severity of our fortune, in being sentenced to the drudgery of a less respect,able 
employment. But while we are unhapIJily ·excluded from the stool and brush, it 
is surely a very hq.rd case that the contempt of the world should pursue us, only 
because we are unfortunate.". 
, Gay ml.1kes "the black youth "-his mythological descent from the goddess of 
mud, and his importance in a muddy city-the subject of the longest episode in 
his amusing Trivia. The shoe-boy's mother thus addresses him: 

" Go thrive: at some frequented corner stand; 
This brush I give thee, grasp it in thy hand; 
Temper the foot within this vase of oil, 
And let the little tripod aid thy toil ; 
On this methinksd see the walking crew, 
At thy request, support the miry shoe ; 
The foot grows black that was with dirPembrown'd. 
And in thy pocket gingling halfpence sound. 
The goddess plunges swift beneath the 11ood, 
And dashes all around her abowen of mud: 
The youth straight chose his POilt ; the labour ply'd 
Whl!l'e brancbing streets from Charing Cross divide; 
liis treble voice resound. along the Mews, r 

And Wllitehall echoos-' Clean your Honour's shoel t ' ., 

The cry is no morehea.rd. The pavements of Whitehall are mo~eveBl1laid 
than the ancieutmarblecourtt of York Place, 'WhereWolseyheldhis~J aDd. 
Ilenry.-eveUed.; IIond tliliy a:re far cleaner. even in the most inauspiciplls w~ber .. ' 

.. 'Ibe World, Nt.. M. 
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than the old Hoor beneath the rushes. Broad as the footways are-...as the broadest 
of the entire original streets-the mightiest of paving stones is not large enough 
for the comforts of the walker; and a pavement without a joint is 80ught .forin 
the new concrete of asphaltum. Where the streets which run offfro~ the great 
thoroughfares are narrow, the trottoir is widened at the expense of the carriage­
road; and one cart only can pass at a time, so that we walk fearless of wheels. 
If we would cross a road, there is a public servant, ev~r assiduous, because the 
meas~re of his usefulness is that of his reward, who removes every particle of 
dirt from before pur steps. No filth encumbers the kennels; no spout discharges 
the shower in a torrent from the house-top. We pass quietly onwards from the 
Horse Guards to the India Hou~e without being jostled off the curb-stone, 
though we have no protecting posts to sustain us; and we l)erceive why the last 
of the shoe-blacks vanished from our view about the time when we first noticed 
his active brothers at every corner of Paris-a city then somewhat more filthy 
than the London of the days of Anne. 

H" who woulw sec London well must be a pedestrian. Gay, who has left }Is 
the~ost exact as well as the most lively pict}lre of' the external London of 
a hundred and twenty years ago, is enthusiastic in his prefm'cnce for walking: 

" Let others in the jolting mach confide, 
Or ill the leaky boat the Thames divide, 
Or, hox'u within the chair, contemn the street, 
And trust their safety to another's feet: 
Still le t JlIe walk." -. 

But what a walk has he described! He sets out, as what sensible man would 
not, iVith his feet protected with" firm, well-hammer'd soles;" hut if the shoe he 
too 1ig, 

" Each stone will wrench th ' unwary step aside .. 

This, we see, is a London without trottoi'rs. The middle of II. paved street was 
generally occupied with the channel; and the sides of the carriage-iVay. were full 
of absolute holes, where the ricketty coach was often stuck as in a quagmire. 
SOIIlJl of'the leading streets, even to the time of George II., were almost as im­
I)assable as the avenues of a new American town. The only road to the Houses 
of Parliame61t before 1?OO was through King Street and Union Street, " which 
were in so miserable a state, that fagots were thrown into the ruts on the days 
on which the King went to Parliament, to render the passage . of the state-coach 
more easy." * The present Saint Margaret's St~eet was formed out of a thorough­
fare known as Saint Marga,et's Lane, which was so narrow that" pales were 
obliged to be placed, four feet high, between the foot~path and coach-road, to 
prc/Jerve the paspengers from injury, and from being covered with the mud which 
was ,plashed on all · sides in abundance." t The pales here preserved the pas­
sengers more effectually than the posts of other thoroughfares. These posts, in 
the principal avenues, constituted the only distinction between the foot-way and 
carriage-way; for'the space within the posts was as uneven as the space without . 

. This i,nner space was I:IO:metimes so narrow that only one person could :pass at a 
lillie ; .~~henoo .t'kose .contests. for the wall tha.t filJtd the sttectslVith the vQCife~ 
r!l't~.~angel', .. oil the din 'of assaulting sticks, and .~o~etimesthe . clash· of' 

8mith', Weatm~tel, p. 261. tIcl.p. 262-
c 2 



20 LONDON. 

naked steel. Dr. Johnson dellCribes how those quarre~ were common w:llen he 
fiN,t came to Lonrion; and how at length things were better ordered. But the 
ohange must in great part be imputed to the gradual improvement of the streets. 
In Gay's time there was no safety but within the posts . 

.. Though expedition bids, yet never stray 
Where no ranged posts defend tbe rugged way; 
Here laden carts with thundering waggons meet, 
Wheel' clasb witb wheels, Sowl bar tbe narrow street." 

In wet and gusty weather the unhappy walker heard the crazy signs swinging 
over his head, as Gulliver describes the Red Lion of Brentfora. The spouts of 
every house were streaming at his feet, or drenching his laced hat and his pow­
dered wig with unpitying torrents. At every' step some bulk or shop-projection 
narrowed the narrow road, and drove him against the coach-wheels. The chair­
men, if there was room to pass, occupied all the space between the wall and the 
posts. The "hooded maid" cal;ne sometimes gingerly along, with pattens and 
umbrella (then exclusively used by women), and of courtesy he must yield the 
wall. The small-coal man, and the sweep, and the barber, took the w~l, in 
assertion of their clothes-soiling' prerogative; and the bully thrust him, <1r was 
himself thrust, "to the muddy kennel's side." The great rule for the pedes­
trian was,-

.. Ever be watchful to maintain the wall." 

The dignity of the wall, and its inconveniences, were as old as the time of James 
and Charles. Donne, in his fillst Satire, describes the difficulties of one who 
took the wall ;-

.. Now we are in the street; he first of all, 
Improvidently proud, ~reeps to tbe Wall, 
And 80, imprisoned and bemmed in by me, 

~ Sells for a little state ~i8 liberty." 

The streets, in the good old times, often presented obstructions to the pedE'S­
trian whidt appear to us like the wonders of some unknown region. In the more 
recent unhappy days Qf public executions the wayfarer passed up Ludgate Hill 
with an eye averted from the Old Bailey; for there, as Monday morning came, 
duly hung some thrEle;. and it may be six, unhappy victims of.a merciless code, 
judicially murdered.acc6rding to our better notion.. Then Was thecrush to see 
the horrid sight, and the dense crow:d pouring away from it; and the pickpocket 
active under the gallows; od the' business of life interrupted fora quarter of an 
hour, with little emotion even amongst the steadY",walkers who heeded not the 
spectacle: it was a thing of course. Audso was the pillory in earlier times. 
Gay !lays nothing of the feelingsoftll,ep.asser-on; he had only to take care of 
his clothes: . . . 

" Where. elevated o'er th •• ping crowd, 
CJaap'd in the board the perjur'd head is boW'd, 
Betimes retreat; here, thick as hailBtones pour, 
Turnips and half-batcb'd eggs, a mingled shower, 
Among the rabble rain: lOme random throw 
May w.itb the trickling yolk thy cheek o'ertlow." 

.~l*lenaedt() talk of ~se'thillgs as coolly as Garrard wrOtei0 1Ard __ fthrd c 

,oft.heDl; .t No merey showed to Ptynne; he ttood in the pillory.andIOltlliaib:tt 
~~ •. inapillol'Y in the P~ .. &1 Westmi~'¢~ in . full . term ; hiI.othel' ill Cheqr ...... . 
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side, where, while he stood, his volumes were burnt under his nose, which had 
almost suffocated him..... The cruelty is not mitigated by the subsequent account 
of Garrard, that Mr. Prynne .. hath got his ears sewed on, that they grow again, 
as before, to his head. "t If the mob round the pillory was safely p ssed, thero 
was another mob often to be encountered. Rushing along Chcapside, or Cov~'l'lt 
Garden, or by the Maypole in the Strand, came the foot-ball players. It is 
scarcely conceivable, when London had settled into -Civilization, little more 
than a century ago,-when we had our famed Augustan age of Addisons and 
Popes,- when laced coats, and flowing wigs, and silver buckles, ventured into the 
streets, and the beau prided himself on 

" The nice condu~ of a clouded cane,-" 

that the great thoroughfares through which men now move, «intent on high 
designs," should be a field for foot-ball: 

.. The prentice quits his shop to join the crew; 
IncrellBing crowdR the flying game·pursue." i 

This ~ no poetic~l fiction. It was the same immediately after the Restoration. 
D'Avenant's Frenchman thus complains of the streets of London: 

« I would now make a safe retreat, but that methinks I am stopped by one of 

• 

[JlooH30U in the lIt,uDd.) 

you herolc gamet, called foot-ball; which I conceive: (und r your mvour) not very 
COIl eniently ciyil in the streets; especially in such irregular and narrow roads 

• tId. p.~. 1 Trivia. • Slall'ord'. Lettenl vol. i. P. 261. 

• 
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side, where, while he stood, his volumes were burnt under his nose, which had 
almost suffocated him."· The cruelty is not mitigated by the subsequent aecount 
of Garrard, that Mr. Prynnc «hath got his ears sewed on, that they grow again, 
as before, to his head."t If the mob round the pillory was safely passed, there 
was another mob often to be encountered. Rushing along Cheapside, or Cov~nt 
Garden, or by the Maypole in the Strand, caIne the foot-ball players. It is 
scarcely conceivable, when London had settled into -Civilization, little more 
than a century ago,-when we had our famed Augustan age of Addisons and 
Popes,-when Iacttd coats, .and flowing wigs, and silver buckles, ventured into the 
streets, and the beau prided himself on 

" The nice condu~ of a clouded cane,-" 

that the great thoroughfares through which men now move, "intent on high 
designs," should be a field for foot-ball: 

.. The "prentice quits his shop to join the crew; 
Increasing crowds the flying game·pursue." t 

This :rs no poetic~l fiction. It was the same immediately after the Restoration. , . 
D'Avenant's Frenchman thus complains of the streets of London: 

"I would now make a safe retreat, but that methinks I am stopped by one of 

(Foot·&l1 ill the St,'and.} 

)1oJtfhetQie~J.called. ,loot~bal1; which 1 conceive, andir ~t favour) -I'1Qt very 
C01ltertiently ci-Yil in the streets; especially in suchirregttlar and narrow roads 

tid. p. 3(16. t Trlvia. 
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Rserooked-lane. Yet it argues your courage, much like your military pastime 
fJfthrowing at cocks. .But your mettle would be more magnified (since you Itave 
long allowed. those two valiant exercises in the streets) to draw your archers from 
Finsbury, and, during high market, let them shoot at butts in Cheapside." 1/1 

It was the same in the days of Elizabeth. To this game went tlte sturdy 
apprentices, with all the train of idlers in a motley population; and when their 
blood was up. as it gent:rally was in this exercise, which Stubbes calls era bloody 
and murthering practice, rather than a fellowly sport or pastime," they had little 
heed to the passengers in the streets, whether there was passing hy . 

" a velvet justice with a long 
Great train of blue-coats, twelve OJ< fourteen strong; , 

or a gentle lady on her palfrey, wearing her "visor made of velvet."::: The 
courtier, described in Han, had an awful chance to save his H perewinke" in such 
an encounter; when with his ",bonnet vail'd," according to the H courtesies" of 
his time, 

.. Travelling along in London way," 

he has to recover his H auburn lod,,;" from the H ditch" that crosses the tho~ough­
fare. 

The days we are noticing were not those of pedestrians. The ured-heerd 
shoes" of the time of Anne were as little suited for walking, as the" pantofles" of 
Elizabeth, "whereof some be of white leather, some of black, and some of red; 
some of black velvet, some of "«"hita, some of red, some of green, rayed, carved, 
cut, and stitched all over with silk, and laid on with gold, silver, and such like." 
So Stubbes describes the "corked sho~s".?f his day; and he adds) what 'seems 
very apparent, <I togo abroad in them as they are now used altogether, is rather 
a let or hindrance'to a man than otherwise."§ These fine shoes' belonged to the 
transition state between the horse and the coach; when men were becoming 

,;< effemitlfi.te" in the ,use of the new vehicles, which wehllve seen the Wllter-Poet 
denounced; and the highways of London were n()tquitesuitcd toAhe walker. 
Shoes such as thOl1() are ridiculed by Stubbes as «uneasy to-go in;:' and he 'adds, 
"they exagerate a mountain of mire, and gather a heap of clay and baggage 
together." 10 

In asking our readers to look ba~k to the period when London was without 
coaches-when no Bound of wheels was heard but that of the cart, labouring 
through the rutty ways, with its load of fire-wood, or beer, Qr perhaps the king'. 
pots and, pans travelling from Westtninster to, Gre'enwich-,-we ask them to exer­
cise a considerable power ofintagination.. ,Y e~ , !,.ondon. 'had no coaches till late 
in the reigtl of Elizabeth ; and, they can., ~r<;elybe said to have come into 
general use till the accession of, James.. Th()Se. who were called by business, or 
pleasure to travel long distances in LOlltlO1)tiwmcli could not be easily, reached 
l>Y water-conveyanCle, ,l'ode, on horses. FO'l' .everal centuries, the rich citizens ,and 
d,le (l()\lrtierswere eQllcstrians. J\,1l thereoords of early pageantry tell "W!ofthe 
~~ificenceof horsetnen. "Froissartsaw the coronation of He1uy IV~.II,J.1!i .hethus 
~q.-~'be8, the 'progress ?f~h~triumpllaatBolingbroke .th1'()\.lgll.t~,~ty1!';':"'~~¥d· 

Euterl:aimnent at Ru~ &~. , ',' ',' .' f Donne. l,.4..uatomy.fr An-.. 
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marching-watches and Bartholomew fairs. The city-dignitaries seldom.ride.l\ow; 
Itlthaugheach new snerifF has a horse-blockprellented to him at his inatlguration, 
that; he may climb into thesaddl~ ~ beseems his gravity. The cQurtiers kept tQ 
their riding processions, down almost to the days of the great civil war; perhaps 
as a sort of faint shadow of the chivalry that was gone .. Garrard tells UIl, in 
1635, how the Duke of Northumberland rode to his installation as a knight of the 
garter at Windsor, with earls, and marquises, and almost all the young nobility, 
and many barons, and a competent number of the gentry, near a hundred horse 
in all.· The era of coaches and chairs was then arrived; but the Duke of 
Northumberland did not hold that they belonged to knighthood. Fifty years 
earlier coaches were shunned as u effeminate." Aubrey, in his short memoir of 
Sir . Philip Sidney, describes the feeling about 'Coaches in the days of Elizabeth: 
"I have heard Dr. Pell say that he has been told by ancient gentlemen of 
those days of Sir Philip, so famous for men-at-arms, that 'twas then held as 
great a disgrace for a young gentleman to be seen riding in the street in a coach, 
as it would now for such a one to be seen in the streets in a petticoat and waist­
coat; so m.uch is the fashion of the times now altered. "t Our friend the W ater­
Poet looks back upon that to him' golden age with a similar feeling. 

Nor was the use of saddle-horses confined to men in the early days. Chaucer 
thus describes his' Wife of Bath :'-

.. Upon an ambler easily she Bat, 
Ywimpled well, and on her head a bat, 
As broad as is a buckler or a targe, 
A fQOt-mantl~' about her hippes la.rge, 
And on her feet a pair of spurres sharp." 

When Katharine of Spain came over i~ l~~l to marry Prince Arthur, a horse 
was provided for her conveyance from the Tower to Saint Paul's, upoo. which she 
was to ride "with th<.! pillion behind a lord to be named by the king;" but it was 
also ordered that H eleven palfreys in one suit be ordained for such ladies attend­
ing upon th" said princess as shall follow next unto the said pillion. "::: The great 
ladies long after this rode on horseback on ordinary occasions. Elizabeth com­
missioned Sir Thomas Gresham to purchase a horse at Antwerp; and the m~r­
ohant-prince writes to Cecil in 1560 :_rt the Queen's Majesty's Turkey horse doth 
begin to mend in his feet and body; which doubtless is one of the readiest horses 
th~t is in all Christendom, and runs t4e best." § Of poor Mary of Scotland, the 
E~.l...of Shrewsbury, after conveyillg her to Buxton, writes to Cecil in 1580 : .... 
<tS.Mh,acJ,.~ hard. beginning of her journey; for when,she should haveta.ken her 
hor",,,. heetaJ:'ted aside, a.nd therewith she feU, and hurt her back .. whicb sbe still 
e()lnplaiJll.:,'~f.,~9twithlitanding she ap.plies the bathonee or twice a day.'·IITh~ 
.. horse.:.J.itter "appears to have formed a connecting link between the saddle.aad 
thecoaell:. m~~;~garet, daughter of:Hcuy VII., set .forward for Scotland, 
she rode on a t< fair~frey ;" but after her w~ H conveyed bI tWQ fpotmenQQ& 
vel'$; ;ri~;~i~.~ 901'llC ... ,by .two fair (lOU1'8fll'8 very, ~obly drest, ip. . the which lit~ 
t;h(,,~)qlWen,~a.P01'lle 9n . the entering of the. good towns.ol'otJle~: to_ 
~:'Pl. .. ur">"L<The ~it~ !"as, ,ilB we h,e:t~~. a vehiel~ o:f.,,~etnD.nVLHa11. 

·.$3ff~·"¥_~'i..p.W .. '" .'.' ....•. .tl ~.p.4~~ 
t Batl. MS., quoted in Nodhumbetlao"-RouJehold ~ p.Ut. . 
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