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or diminished. The faces were formed by four stone .. arches, with stone pedi
ments above. The corners of the four faces were supported by eight pieces of 
cannon, with iron spikes driven into them, and filled up with lead. TheMe looked 
like black marble pillars. On the pediments, and in the spacers bet.ween them, 
w~e eight flower-branches of small glass lamps, which, when lighted, looked 
extremely brilliant. Above the pediments were four niches in wood, in each of 
which was a painting; and over all was a dome, which terminated this inner 
-structure. The chimner, which proceeded to the top of the Rotunda, was of brick. 
The band of music consisted of a select number of performers, vocal and {nstru
mental, accompanied by an organ. The concert be~an about seven o'clock, and, 
after singing and music, closed about ten. Round the Rotunda, and forming a 
portion of the building, were forty-sevc"n boxes for the accommodation of the com
pany, in which they were regaled ,fith tea or' coffee and other refreshments. In 
each of these boxes was a paintiug of some droll figure; and they were lighted 
by large bell lamps suspended between them. They were divided by wainscoting 
and square pillars. The latter were in fi·ont, and, heing main timbers, formed 
part of the supJiOrt of the roof. Each pillar was cased, and the frqnt of every 
alternate pillar ornamenJed fi·om top to hottom with an oblong looking-glass, in 
a gilt frame. At the Imck of each box was a pair of folding doors, which opened 
into the gardens, and were dCE.igned for the convenience of passing in and out 
without being obliged to usc 4c grand entrances. I~ach of these boxes would 
commodiously hold eight persons. The gallery above was fronted with a balustrade 
and pillars resempling marble, encircled with festoons of flowers in a spiral form, 
surmounted by termini ofplasteiofPari~. This gallery also contained forty-seven 
boxes, lighted like those below. At the distance of twelve boxes from the orchestra, 
on the right hand, was the Prince's box, for the reception of any of the Royal 
Family .• It was elegantly hung with paper, and ornamented. in the front with 
the' Prince of Wales's crest. The great ceiling of the Rotunda had a stone
coloured grou~d, l)n which, at Jil·oper inte~rvals. were oval panels, with paintings 
of celestial figures on a sky-blue gr~JUnd. Festoons of flowers, and other 
ornan~enls, connected the panels with sOTlle of a smaller size and of a square 
form, on which werl! arabesque ornaments in stone colour, on a dark-brown 
ground. From the ceiling hung twenty-three chandeliers, in. two circles; each 
chandelier ornamented with a gilt c~roDet. and the candles contained in seventeen 
bell lamps. Twenty chandeliers were in the external circle, and eight in th,e 
internal. On the whole, it might have been said of Ranelagh, that it was one 
of those public places of entertainment for convenience, elegance, and grandeur 
unsurpAsed. 

The Rotunda was first opened on the 5th of April, 1742, with a public brea,k
fast, a species of entertainment that was afterwards suppressed by act of 
Palliamen~ as detrimental to society. Morning concerts were also given for 
Bome time at Ranelagh, consisting chiefl! of selections from oratorios. Musical 
performances of a more orlginal and'important character were gradually intro
duc~. We learn from the (Gentleman's Magazine' for 1767 that Qnethe 12th 0' May, «At Ranelagh House Were performed. the much-ai~ired. catches and 
glees, selected from the curious collection of the Catch Club; being the ~r8t of, 
the kind public1:i exhibited in this of any other kingdom. The entertaiiunent 
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consisted of the favourite catches and glees composed by the most eminent 
master~ of the last and present age, by a considerable number of the best vocal 
and instr~lm'ental performers. The choral and instrumental parts were added, to 
give the catches and glees their proper effect in so large an amphitheatre; being 
composed for that purpose by Dr. Arne." This eminent musician had marrir-d 
a songstress of distiftguished reputation, Miss Cecilia Young. His connexion 
with Mr. Tyers began in the year 1745, when his wife appeared at Vauxhall, and 
he himself hecame principal composer there. Although we do not find the fact 
expressly stated, it is highly probable that Dr. Arne was concerned in the musical 
performance at Vauxhall in c;. 749, whieh we find thus recorded in the 'Gentle
man's Magazine :'-" April'25, 1749, was performed at Vauxhall Gardens the 
rehearsal of the music for the fireworks (to"be given in St. James's Park on the 
29th), by a band of 100 musiciaT.s, to an 'audience of above 12,000 persons: 
tickets 28. Gr!. So great a resort occasioned such a stoppage on London Bridge 
that no carriage could pass for three hours." The morning entertainments soon 
gave place to those of the evening-a period of the day more congenial to such 
enjoyments" which were occasionally enhanced by the exhibitionc.0f fire-works on 
a"very magnificent scalI', accompanied by mimi(~ representations of an eruption of 
MOllnt Etna, and other natural phenoml'l1a, similar to th~t we have seen recently 
revived at the Surrey Zoological Gardens, 
, Lastly, masqueradl's were introduced, and gavci a new, hut not very honour

able or permanently useful, interest to Ranclagh. It is after a masquerade at 
Ranelagh that the ruin of one of Fielding's female characters in ' Amelia' is 
accom})lished, and Amelia herself is destined to a similar fate under similar cir
cumstances, when she is happily warned ~f her danger. But the most interesting 
record we possess conecrning the masquerades of Ranelagh is to hc found in a 
satirical paper in ,the 'Connoisseur,' where the writer, having referred to a 
celebrated lady who had a few years before attempted to introduce a ne~ species 
of masquerade, by lopping off thc exuberance Vf dress, and ~ppcaring in the 
character of I phigenia undressed for the sacrifice, continues, "What the above
mentioned lady had the hardiness to attempt alone will (I am assured) lte set 
on foot by our persons of fashion as soon as the hot days co',ne in. Ranelagh is 
the place pitched , upon for their meeting, where it is proposed to have a mas
querade al fresco. . . . . One set of ladies, r am told, intend to personate water
nymphs bathing in the canal; three sisters, celebrated for their charms, design 
to appear together as the three Graces; and a certain lady of quality, who most, 
resembles the goddess of beauty, is now practising, from a model of the noted 
statue of Venus de Medicis, the most striking attitudes for that charactJr. As 
to the. gentlemen, they may most of them represent very suitably the half-brutal 
forms of Sat'fTs, Pans, Fauns, and Centaurs, &c. . . . If this scheme for a naked 

'masquerade should meet with encouragement (as there is no dGUbt 'but"it 
must), it is proposed to improve it still rfarther. Persons of fashion cannot 'but· 
lam.ent that there are no diversions allottecf'to Sunday, except the cant-table; 
and the,. ~n never eoough regret that the Sunday evening's tea-drinkiftgs -at 
Ranela.gh wer:e laid aside, from a. superstitious regard to religion. Theytherie
fore inWnd to ' have a particular sort of masquerade on that day. in which they 
may ,how their taste by ridiculing all the 'old women's tales C?ntained in that 
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idle book of fables, the Bible, while the vulgar are devoutly attending to them 
at church. This indeed is not without a parallel: \te have had an instance 
already of an Eve; and, by borrowing the serpent in Orpheus and Eurytlice, we 
might have the whole story of the Fall of Man exhibited in a masquer:de:'* ' 
• Bu~ after all, the chief amusement of Ranelagh was the promenading round 

the circular area of the Rotunda, to see and bo seen; and a very dull sort of 
amusement it must have proved, when the gloss of novelty had worn off, to all 
that nUJnerous class of .visitants who were unable to appreciate the music, which 

. played at intervals through the whole evening, and who had no claim to .be con
sidered as members of the fashionable world. "TIten again, there's your famous 
Ranelagh that you make such a fuss about," s~s. Captain Mirvan, in Miss 
Burney's novel of' Evelina ;'t "why", what a dull place is that ," 

H'Ranelagh dull !-Ranelagh 00111' was .echoed from mouth to mouth; and 
the ladies, as of one accord, regarded the Captain with looks of the most ironical 
contempt. 

H 'As to Ranelagh,' said Mr. I_ovel, 'most indubitably, though the price is 
plebeian, it is .by no means adapted to the plebeian taste. It requires a certain, 
acquaintance with high life, and-and-and something of-of-something cf.un 
vrai goUt, to be really'sensible of its merit. Those whose-whose connexioDs, 
and so forth, are not among lef gens cormne it fWd, can feel nothing but ennui at 

. such a place as Ranelagh.'" : 
This passage gives us an excellent idea of the chief attraction of Ranelagh ; 

and the poet Bloomfield, in some amusing verses written about the period of its 
fall, thus good-humouredly ridicules the empty, unmeaning character of the 
entertainments :-

"To Ranclagh once in my life 
By good-natur'd force I was driven; 

The nations had ceall'd their long strife, 
And Peace bearn'd her radiance from heaven. 

What wonders were here to he found 
That a clo:n might "enjoy or disdain? 

First, we trac'd the gay circle all round; 
Ay-arul then we went round It again. 

'. . A thousand feet rustled on mats,-
A carpet that opec had been green; 

Men bow'd with their outlandish hats, 
With corners 80 fearfully keen. 

Fair maids, who at home in their haste 
Had left all clothing else but a train, 

Swept the floor clean all slowly they pac'd, 
Then-walk'd round and swept it again," ~c. 

We. may scc. from this last verse that the satire of the < Connoisseur'.Jtad not dfiven 
.tltcladi~ into a. more becoming style of dress. Not much longer, however, did 
Banelagh afford a ltCene for luch"fliBpl8.jB. It became less and less popular even 
'fnO~ its s9Pporters, ~d at last -<about 1805) the Rotunda was pulled down, 
,an,4. t~ 'beautiful Ra.nelagh disappea.red, leaving not _a vestige of ~+.8 existenCe 
behind. 

CollDOiaeur.' NO',66. May 1, 17M. t Letter xxit. 
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VAUXHALL, 

TaOUG;I ander another name, dates its origin a little earlier than Ranelagh. The 
first mention of its existence as a public place of resort is also one of the most inte
resting of its many and illustrious literary assoc~ali~ns. This occurs in the ~ Sp~
tato1";' a numb r of which (3 3), dated. from Addl on summer-house at Islmgton, 
May 20, 1712, is devoted to an account of his visit to Vauxhall, in company with 
Sir Roger de Coverley, that most exquisite of Add.ison's~creatio~s. They ~ ~y<' 
water in a wherry from the Temple Stairs, the O'ood Kmght, wIth charactensbc 
thoughtfulness, taking care tQ' employ a waterman with a wooden leg; observing, 

•• 

[V.uxhal1In 17~1.t 

" You must know '1 ne r make use of anybody to row me that has not lost 
either 0. leg or an arm. I would rather bate him a few strok s of his oar than 
not employ an honest man that has been wounded in the Queen's service. If I 
was a lord, or a bishop, and kept a barge, I would not put a fellow in mf livery 
tha.t.had not 0. woode~ I g." Sir Roger having trimmed the boat with his coach
lllan, <C who, ooing a very sober man, always serv d for ballast on such occasions," 
they made the best of their way to Faux Hall. On their way, Sir Roger~accordihg 
to custom, gives good night to every penl)n he asses on the water, one of whom, 
instead of returning the civility, asked what queer oM l)ut they had in the 
boat, and, w,hcthcr he WI\8 not ashll.m~d to go a wenching at his years r with a 
great deal of t.\1e like Thames ribaldry. ir Rogel' seemed a little shocked at 
tint. but at length, assuming a face of magistracy, told his friend •. that, if he 
were a Middle justice, he would make sdth vagrants know t her Majesty's 
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subjects were no more to be abused by water than by l:nd." rt We were now, 
continues Addison, " arrived at Spring Garden (Vauxnall), which is ex~el1ent1y 
pleasant at this time of the year. When I consjp.ered the fragrancy ofethe walks 
and bowers, with the chorus of birds that sung upon the trees, and the loose 
tr.ibe of people that walked under their shade, I could not but look upon the 
place as a kind of Mahometan paradise. Sir Roger told me it put him in mind 
of a little coppice by his house in the country, which his chaplain used to call an 
aviary of nightingales.· 'You must understand,' says the Knight. 'that there is 
.nothing in the world that pleases a man in love so much as your nightingale. 
Ah, Mr. Spectator! the many moonlight nights t~at I have walked by myself 
and thought on the widow by the music of the nightingale l' He here fetched 
a deep sigh, and was falling into a fit of musing, whcnu mask, who came behind 
him, gave him a gentle tap upon the shoulder, and asked him if he would drink 
a bottle of mead with her? But the Knight, being startled at so unexI>eetecl a 
familiarity, and displeased to be interrupted in his thoughts of the widow, told her 
'She was a wanton baggage,' and bid her go about her business. We concluded 
our walk with ~ glass of Burton ale and a slice of hung-beef. When .we had done 
(~ating ourselves, the Knight called a waiter to him, and hid him carry the remainder 
to the wa~rman that had but one leg. I pereeived the fellow stared upon him at 
the oddness of the message, an4 was going to he saucy; upon which I ratified the 
,Knight's commands with a perQ.mptoryl()ok. As we were going out of the garden, 
myoId friend, thinking himself obliged, as a member of the quorum, to animad
vert upon the morals of the place, told the mistress of the house, who sat at the 
bar, that he should be a better custome,r to her garden if there were more night
ingales and fewer strumpets." Such is our earliest notice of VaUXhall as a publie 
garden, written most probably not long after its opening. The name, as we have 
here seep, was originally Faux Hale which has been corrup,ed into the present 
ap·pe\latioll of Vauxhall. It was popularly dcrived from Guy Faux, the gun
powder-plot :on~pirator; but tpe true derivation is supposed to be from Fulk or 
Faulk de Brent, a famous Norman soldier of fortune, to whom King .John gave in 
marriage Margaret de Ripariis or Redvers. To that lady belonged the manor 
of Lambeth, to whictl the mansion called Fauks Hall, was annexed. At all events, 
the manor-house was known for centuries bcfore Guy Faux's time under the name 
it now bears. The manor, with th~ Isle of Wight and other.property, was pur
chased by Edward I.; and by Edward the Black Prince it was given to the 
church of Canterbury, to which see it still belongs: Henry VII!., at the sup~ 
pression of the monastery, having granted it to the dean and chapter. Ncar the 
Thamet was formerly a large mansion belonging to Sir TholIlas Parry, Chancellor 
of the duchy of Lancaster, and held by him of the manor of Kennington. Kere 
the ill-fated Arabella Stuart, whose misfortune it was to be too n~rly allied to 
a. Crown, "emained prisoner for twelve months, under the custody of Sir Thomas. 
Thishouse, in Norden's < Survey' (1615" is called Copt Hall, and is described as 
~ing;oppo8iteto a. capitil mansion ~alled Fauxe Hall. The latter, Lysons ima
gin"., was the ancient manor-house mentioned above, which beitw_fterwards 
pWled . down Ql' otherwise 108t. the name was vansferred tOt UopttHall. In the 
p .. ,~. li&, :m.eDtary S, u,rvey takeJl after the execution of Charles 1., Sir Thom~Parry's 
¥Wre lIl'de.cri~ as "a, capital mbiuage called Vauxhall, alias Copp~ Hall, 
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bounded by the Thames,; being a fair dwelling-house, strongly built, of three 
stories ,ugh, and a fair lItaiTcase breaking out from it of nineteen feet square." 
It was sold in 1652, but reverte4 to the Crown at the Restoration. After paaing 
through various hands, in 1675 Sir Samuel Morland obtained a leue of Vauxhall 
House, made it his residence, and considerably improved the premises: nis 
gentleman was a great mechanic, and every part of his house was filled with his 
works. The side-table in the dining-room was supplied with a large fountaiD, 
and the glasses stood under little streams of water. His coach had a moveable · 
kitchen with clock-work machinery, with which he could make soup, broil 
steaks, or roast a joint of {neat. When he travelled he was accordingly his 
own cook. From this peri6d w that of the visit of Addison and Sir Roger nothing 
appears to be known concerning Vauxhaii, nor again from that time to 1732, 
when the gardens were in the occupa(.ion of Jonathan Tyers, Esq., and were opened 
by him in a style of novel magnific~nce. Of this gentleman we shall have more to 
say. On the re-opening there were about four hundred persons present. The 
ladies with their long waists,. arching hoops, and decorated fans formed but a 

, small propottion of the number: scarce one in ten, we are inforIlbed. One hun-
r 

a.173~ 1 b,l74GI . , <'705 . 

dred soldiers were present to keep good order-a precaution that seems to explain 
very significantly the character of many of the anticipated visitants. The enter. 
tainment given on this occasion, which was announced as a «Ridotto al fl'ellCO." 
was several times repeated, which enc.ouraged the proprietor eo much tWt 
in a short tiI~e he opened the gardens every evening during the propel' sea
eon. AmongTyers's numerou friends was Hogarth, who had a summer rellideDec 
at Lambeth, and who, to add to the attr~tions of the place, advised b~m to d~. 
rate the boxcs with paintings. The sug~stion was. immediately camed mto 
effect, and at a great expcnse. Some of the paintings were copies by Hayman 
of HogaiJfs own productions, and which still remain in the gardena. Tyen 
acknowledgec:f the aSsistance he It&d received by a present of a gold "medal. lfhiml 
admittfa. the artist and bis Menda free. As Vamall grew mote and iD dle 
public estimation. the proprietor erected an organ in the orchedra, and placed a 
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tStatue' of Handel, by the great French sculptor, Roubilliac, in the gardellfJ. B ... t it 
is time that we should give a more particular deseripti~n of the appearance of the 
gardens under their new aspect. The fa.vourite method of reaching ~;m was of 
conne still by small boats on the water, a.nd a gay and animated scene the 
ThaD1eB must have preaented at such times. The author of I A Trip to V lI.uxhaU • 
(1781) thua de'cribes this very pleasant mode of' locomotion. He has two ladies 
in company with him: 80 

.. Lollibg in state, with one on either side, 
And gently pulling with the wind and tide, 
Last night, the evening of a Mullry diY, 
We sail'd triumphant on the liquid way. 
To hear the fiddlers <If Spring GardenA pray, 
To lIee the walks, orchestra., colonnades, 
The lamps and trees in minglid lights and shadeR. 
The scene 80 new, with pleasure and snrpri8e, 
Feasted awhile our ravish 'd cars and eyes. 
The motley crowd we next with care survey, 
l 'he young, the old, the HpJenetic, and gIlY," &c. 

The poem than proceeds with a satirical account of the company. assembled in· 
the gardens, referring ~f course more particularly to well-known individuals.· A 
fuller aceount of the gardens is given in a letter professcdly written by a 
foreigner to his friend at llaris; and which was published in 'The Cham
pion,' of the 5th of August;. 1742. The writer had prcviously visited Rane
Il1gh, and in reference to that place says, "1 was now (at Vauxhall) 
introduced to a place of a very different kind from that 1 had visited the 
night before: vistas, woods, tents, b.uildings, and cbmpany, I had a glimpse 
of, but could discover none of them distinctly, for which reaSon I began to 
repine that we had not arrived sooner, when all in a ' moment, as if by magic, 
every object was made visible, I should rather say illustmous, by a thousand 
Ifglits finely.disposed, which were kindled at one and the same signal; and my 
ears and my eyes, head and \leart, were captivated at once. Right before me 
extended a long and regular vista; o~ my right hand I stepped into a delightful 
grove, wild, as if planted by the hand of nature, under the foliage of which at 
equal distances I f<fund two similar tents, of such a contrivance and form as a 
painter of genius and judgment would choose to adorn his landscape with. 
Farther on, still on my right, t~rough a noble triumphal. arch, with a grand 
curtain, still in the picturesque style, artificially thrown over'it, an excellent 
.tatue of Handel (Roubilliac's) appears in the action of playing upon the lyre, 
which is finely set off by various greens, whieh form in miniature a sort of woody 

.theak3, The grove itself is bounded on three sides, except the interval, made 
by the. two vistas, ,which lead to and from it, with a plain but handsome ,0010n
~, divided into different apartments to receive different c8mpanies, and 
d;~tinpi4ed and adorned with paintings, which, though.,light, are well fancied, 
,~ ,la&¥ea verygoodetrect. In thlf middle centre of the grove, fronting a 
~Na~.,.e , b&Jlquetillg-~, the very portico of which is adorned and illumin~t.oo,. 

,~. curiO .. )uatreaof' cry.tal glus, "tands the orchestra (for ~c ~ewjae 
.~ g,~e~ulof the entertainment), and at lOme diatanceobehini it a ~rili~n 
,~~ ~,all : dacriptioD-1 do Dot mean for tho richne88 of the mMmala of 
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which it is composed, but for the nobleness of the design and the elegance of the 
decorations with which if is adorned. In a word, architecture such as Greece . 
would not he ashamed of, and drapery far beyond the imaginations of the East, 
are united in a taste that I believe never was equalled, nor can be exceeded." 
Our readen may think this praise somewhat extravagant; but there' is ~ 
Fielding's • Amelia' a very interesting passage, which shows us that it did no 
more than justice to the exceeding loveliness of Vauxhall. The great novelist 
observes, and evidently in his own personal character, " The extreme beauty and 
elegance of .. this place is well known to almost everyone of my readers; and, 
happy is it for me that it is so,: since to give an adequate idea of it would cxceed 
my IJower of description. q'~ delineate the particular beauties of these .gardens 
would indeed require as much pains, and as inuch paper too, as to rehearse all the 
good actions ~f their mastr-r; whose life prove~ the truth of an observation which 
I have read in some other writer, that a truly elegant taste is generally accom
panied with an excellency of heart; or, in other "Uords, that true virtue is indeed 
nothing else but true taste." * Under a man of this stamp, it is not prob~ble 

'that VauxhalJ would remain to any serious degree obnoxious to th~ censures with 
whirh Addi!'lon and Sir ROg(;l ue Coverley branded it. Jt was, no doubt, made 
an innocent as well as an elegant place of enjoyment, if we measure it by the 
only fair standard, the manners and customs of' the best society of the time. 
Goldsmith, writing perhaps about l760, having ,:}1raisec} the singers and the 
very elegant band of IJCrformers, continues, "The satisfaction which I received 
the first night (of the season) I went there was greater than my expectations; I 
went in company of sevei'll friends of b~th sexes, whose virtues I regard and 
judgments I esteem. The lllusic, the entertainments, but Jmrticularly the 
singing, diffused that good humour among us which constitutes the true happi
ncss of society." t :rhe same author's account of Vauxhall in the 'Citizen of 
the World' contains some interesting passages; this occurs in the description 'of' 
the visit to the gardens of the shabby beau, the.man in black,. and one or two 
other persolls, in company with the Chinese philosopher. The heau's lady, 
Mrs. Tibbs, has .a natural aversion to the water, and the pawnbroker's widow, 
being « a little in flesh," protests against walking, so a cO!ch is agreed on as 
the . mode of conveyance. "The illuminations," says the philosopher, " began 
before we arrived, and I must confess that upon entering the gardens I found 
every sense overpaid with more than expected pleasure: the lights everywhere 
glimmering through scarcely-moving trees; the full-hodied concert bursting on 
the stillness of night; the natural concert of the birds in the more retired part 
of the grove, vying with that which was formed hy art; the companj gaily 
drcs&ed, looking satisfaction, and the tables spread with various delicacies,-all 
conspired to -&ll my imagination with the visionary happiness of the Arabian 
lawgiver, and lifted me.into an ecstasy of· admiration. 'Head of Confutins,' cri@d 
I to my friend, , this is fine! this unites r\tral beauty with courtly magnUicence.' .. 
A dispute between the two ladies now ertgages thet

' philosopher's attention: 
C< M1'8. Tilrill.'Was for kooping the genteel walk of the garden, where, she ob~ 

. •• Amelia, h. ix. c. ix. 
t A Vilit toVauxha11. Prior', Ed. or GoldGmithi• Works, vot i. p. 202. 
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served, there was always the very best company; the widow, on the contrary, 
who came but once a season, was for securing a good Itanding-place to sce the 
water-works, which she assured us would begin in less than an hour at furthest." 
The cascade here referred to had becn but recently introduced into th~ gardens, 
so we peed pot wonder at the widow's anxiety to see what was, as yet a great 
attraction. A few years later the " water-works" were greatly improved, and 
called the' Cataract; the effects then produced were very ingenious and beau
tiful; and at the signa~ for their commencement,-the ringing of a bell at nine 
,o'c!ock,-there was a general rush from all parts of the gardens. The'widow, 
therefore, shows her prudence in getting a good ~anding-place in ti'fne. From 
another p~rt of the same account we perceive that tlte.keepers of the boxes were 
accustomed to make distinctions between the persons who desired boxes, reserving 
those « in the very focus of the pllblic vim",," where the beau wished to be, for 
"more genteel company." W e may conel ude our notice of the literary asso
ciations of Vauxhall by recalling to our readers the well-known scenes in Miss 
Burney'S novels which take place in the gardens, more particularly the one in 
, Evelina,' where the heroine endures so many mortifications whilst ~n the com- • 
panyof the vulgar family of the Braughtons, and that in 'Cecilia;' where the 
weak and miserable Ha'hel, after a night of frenzied gaiety, commits suicide. 

Up to the year 1752 Tyer.,s was only a tenant, but he then purchased the 
I)roperty. He died in 1767. !' Tom Tyers," his son, author of 'Political Con
ferences,' was one of' Johnson''s social circle, and not the least esteemed of its 
members. 

We have alluded to the literary associations of Vauxhall; and these remind 
us of some others of an amusing character. The following at)peared as an 
advertisement in the' London Chronicle' of the 5th August, 1758 :--" A young 
lady who was at Vauxhall on Thursday night last in company with two gentle
mon could tIllot but observe a young gentleman in blue and a gold-laced hat, 
who, being dar her by the orchestra during the performance, especially the last 
song, gazed upo; her with the 'utmost ·attention. He earnestly hopes (if' unmar
ried) she will favour him with a line, directed to A. D., at the bar of the Temple 
Exchange Coffee-hoflse, TemI)le Bar, to inform him whether fortune, family, and 
character may not entitle him, upon a further knowledge, to hope an interest in 
her heart," Stc. The advertisement \s altogether written in a spirit and style which 
seem to mark it as the genuine effusion of a lover whom despair.of finding the 
object of his Budden attachment had impelled into the adoption of an unusual course. 
Another reminiscence of Vauxhall is connected with the half-insane conduct of a 
man w1¥>. about sixteen years ago, excited a great deal of temporary notice. He 
called himself" the Erial," and appears to have been filled with the idea o£ his 
more than earthly physical perfections. Among various'other faJtl;astic tricks, 
he .was in.the habit of calling upon eminent professional men, surgeons and 
artists, and offering them permissiod t() study for their several llUrposes frotU i 

his body as a model of perfection." His first public appearance at Vauxhall is 
thUJ r~cordedin • The Times' of the ~nd of J uIy, 182Q :-" An inw.lIiduaHna 
splendid drelS of Spanish costume has excited Jlluch attentiCJll at Vauxhall Gar
dena. Having walked or rather skipped round the promenade with a JlI\eat air 
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of consequence, aaluting the company as he passed along, he at length mingled 
amongst the audience in(the front of the orchestra, and distributed a number of 
cards,. on ,ach of which was written, 'The .:Erial challenges the whole world to 
find a man that can in any way compete with him as..such.' After having served 
about three or four hundred of these challenges, he darted off lik,e lightning, 
ta~ing the whole circuit of the gardens in his career, and made his exit through 
the grand entrance into the road, where .a carriage was in waiting for him, into 
which he sprang and was driven off!' c. 

The ' prices of admission into the gardens have undergone several changes :_ 
prior to 1 92 the charge was Qne shilling; new and expensive decorations were 
then introduced, and the cha~e raised to two shillings, including however tea and 
coffee. During the present century four 'Shillings without any refreshment has 
been long paid; the next change ~vas to the original price of one shilling only. 
During this last-mentioned period a new and great attraction was added-the 
Nassau balloon, the largest machine of the kind yet constructed; which, as is 
well known, derives its name from the extraordinary aerial journey made in it 

• from London to Nassau in Germany, by Mr. Green and his fellow-travellers. 
At present. during thp. ~ w nights on which the gardens are open prior to the 
disposal of the property, the price of admission is three s'nillings. 

Yes, Ranelagh is gone; and but a few short days or weeks may elapse before 
Vauxhall will have shared its fate. The" l~strous long arcades," along 
which of old swept the courtly and Iashionable throng,- revelling in all the 

fantastie .. v~eties of the Mode, as we see them pictured in engravings of 
the time,-will pethap. soon ~ changed. into long and busy row. of bricb 
and , -)ftar, where the wandering minstrel with his barrel-organ will uaurp 
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the place of the magnificent rt full-bodied concert," and the atentorian erieaoftbe 
perambulatory dealers rise in harsh contrast with tht songs or the nightingales 
which were once heard from the lofty, over-arching, and fragrant bou"hs, in the 
same place, when Addison roamed along its walks, mcVitatillg possibly hi. ne~ 
< J3pectator;. and beheld, in his" mind's eye," Sir Roger, by his side, buried in 
a train of the tenderest recollections of the widow! 

But the illustrious memories of such places as Ranelagh and Vauxhall, like the 
deeds of good men, die ~ot with them. 'Ve shall still be able to a certain extent to 
enjoy all they offered for enjoyment in the pages of our great writcll; ahd even 
this humble IQemorial may not for the same purpOle be found useless. It is that 
consideration which impels us to conclude our papa. 'Nith a description of a place 
so often described, and so generally well known. What would be useless a8 a 
present guide may as a future reCflrd be of ,,'alue. The mode of entrance into 
the gardens. which extend ovcr about cleven acres, is admirably calculated to 
enhance their extraordinary effect on the first view. We step at once from the 
passages into a scene of enchantment, such as in our young days opened upon 
our eyes as -f~ pored over the magical pages of the ( Arabian Nights.' It were
indeed worth some sacrifice of time. money, and convenience, to see' for oooc in a 
lifetime that view. .t:t first, one wide-extended and interminable blaze of ra
diance is thew-idea impressed, upon the dazzled beholder. As his eyes grow 
accustomed to the place, hlt perceives the form of the principal part of the 
gardens resolve itself into a 'kind of long quadranglc, formed by four colon
nades which enclose an open space with trees, called the Grove. On his right 
extends one of the colonnades, some three hundred feet long, with an arched Gothic 
roof, where the groins are marked hy iines of lamps, shedding tI. yellow golden 
light, and the pendants by single crimson lamps of a larger size at the inter
section~. The eWect of this arrangement is most superb .• Near the eye, the 
libes or gtoins appear singly, showing their purposc; farther oft' they grow 
closer and ~osel' till at some distance the entire vista beyond appears one rich 
blaze of radiance. In front the visito"r looks across one of the shorter ends of 
the quadrangle, illuminated in a different but: still more magnificent manner by 
a chandelier of grliat size, formed of coloured lamps, and by v.ariou8 smaller 
chandeliers. Still standing in the same place (at the door of entrance), and 
looking across the interior of the ·quadrangle called the Grove, midway i. seen 
the lofty orchestra, glittering all over with the many-coloured ligatdiW~d from 
innumerable lamps. This was erected in 1735, and haa itself many interesting 
mj!moriesattached to it. Beneath that vast shell which ftlrlDstbe-roof or 
so1l;D.cliilg:board of the orchestra. many of our greatest vocalist. .and performen 
h&vepolired forth their strains to the delight of the crowded auditory-ill fl'out
S~c:JI' and Signora Storace, Mrs. Billington, Miss T'Jrer (nowtMrs. Liston). 
I~,"Br.aham.l. and a host of others, at .ncc rise to the memory. The 
Gioveis illuminated not only bylheJrefiected light from the colonnades on 
either side ~nd by the o~bestra, bul: by festoons of lamps. gracefully undulating 
aloqg .tbe.ides ufthe colonnade. from one end to the pther. AI1¥p" the otoQ", 
attmcnons 'Of, the Gr"ve, we find immediate13 we step ' iuw .it PIle beauQf1l1 
plute'fCIIStlfrom the antique, the light colour ofyhich forma. fineOOlll~.wUh 
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the blackness of the neighbouring trees and the solemn gloom of the sky above, 
which assumes a still dee~er tinge when seen under such circumstances. Imme
diately ~pposite these, at the back of the short colonnade which forms this end of 
the Grove, with elevate~ arches opening upon the colonnade, is the splendid 
room originally called the Pavilion, now the Hall of Mirrors, a title more'pprp
pri,to as marking its distinctive character, the walls being linM with looking
glass. This is the principal supper-room. Turning the corner we enter upon 
the other of the two principal colonnades, which is similarly illuminated. A 
little way down we find an opening into the Rotunda, a very large and handsome 
building, with boxes, pit, and ~anery in the circular part, and on 0\le side a stage 
for the performance of' baUets, &c. The Jlit forms also, when required, all arena 
for the display of horsemanshiJl. At the end of' this colonnade we have on the 
right the colonnade forming the oth",r extremity of the Grove, hollowed out into 
a semicircular form, the space heing fitted up somewhat in the manner of a 
Turkish divan. On the left we find the more distant and darker parts of the 
gardens. Here the first spot that attracts our attention is a large spaee, the back 

'of which pre~ents a kind of mimic amphitheatrc of trees and fol~'\ge, having in 
frol1t rock-work and fount.:lins; from one of the latter EVf has just issued, as we 
perceive by the heautiful figure reclining on the grass above. Not far from 
this place a fine cast of Diana arresting the flying hart stands out-in admirable 
relief from thc dark-green leafy background. Rere too is a large building, 
presenting in front the appe!J-rance of the prosce'nium and stage of a theatre. 
Ballets, performances on the tight-rope, and others of a like character, are 
here exhibited. The JlurJlose of the huil~ing is happily marked by the statues 
of Canova's daflcing-girls, one of whirh is placed on each side of the area 
at the front. At the corner of a long walk, between trees lighted only by single 
lamps spread at inJ;erva]s on the ground at the sides, is seen a chara~teristic 
representation of Tell's cottage in the Swiss Alps. This walk is terminated 
hy an illuminated transparency, placed behim\, a Gothic gadway, repre
senting the delicate but brolwn shafts of' some ruined ecclesiastical structure, 
with II. large stone cross-that characteristic feature of the way-sides of 
Roman Catholic countries. At right angles with this walk extends a much 
broader one, with the additional illumination of a brilliant star; and at its 
termination is an opening containing a verl imposing spectacle. This is a 
representation, in a large circular basin of water, 'of Neptune with his trident, 
driving his five sea-horses abreast, which are snorting forth liquid streams from 
their nostrils; thole in their ascent cross anJ intermingle in a very pleasing and 
st.king manner. The lustrous white and great size of the figures are, nke all 
the 6ther works of art in the gardens, admirably contrasted with the surrounding 
features of tte place.·Passing in our way the large building erected for the 
convenience of filling the grea. balloon, and the area where the fir~orks a'te 
exhibited, we next enter the Italian Wan~, so called from its having1>een origin
ally decorated in the formal, exact style of the walks 01£ that country ~ This is a 
noble pro.,*,de or avenue of great length and breadth, crossed every few yards 
by a lofty a.ngular Mch of lamps.. with festoons of the same brilliant character, 
hanginlf» from it, and having statues interspersed on each side throu2'bout. 
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On quitting this walk at its farther extremity we find ourselves in the centre 
of the long colonnade opposite to that we quitted ill ord,er to examine the' 
more remote parts of the gardens. The inner side of each of the-long iolonnades 
is occupied by innumerable supper-boxes, in some of which yet remain the pictures 
before,..refer,.red to. We have scarcely had time for this hasty survey, during 
which too our attention has been partially drawn away by the noble music which 
has been playing almost without intermission since we entered the gardens, l)crorc 

.. the performances comm,pnce with a ballet in the Rotunda, relieved from its usual 
. dulness and absurdity by the extraordinary fcats of the Ravel Family, !fome of 
which set at nought all our ordinary notions of the anatomy of the body, or the 
laws of its locomotion. Walking, or rather hopping. a!;ross the stage, on one stilt, 
and without any other support, at a -quiet gentlemanly pace, is but one, and not 
the most extraordinary, of the maJ,}y curious, things here done. Ducrow's troop 
next exhibit their unrivalled skill an~ elegance in the management of the horse, 
though it is no easy task to clear the pit for them, by this time crowded with 
spectators. The instant the equestrian performances are over a general race 
ensues fbr the ·stage we have mentioned as standing in another part of the gardens, 
where tight-rope dancing of no ordinary kind is to be exhibited. And certainly-so 
much case and eleganc~n the accomplishment of feats that appear wonderful to be 
accomplished ~t all make us f~rg et the uselessness of such la110riously acquired 
skill, or the danger with whic}, its display is 110t unfrequently attended. Indeed, 
as we looked upon the fcats dorIC by the performers, one of them a member of the 
family previously noticed, we could scarcely help wondering whether after all the 
tight rope was not man's natural sphere of exertion; certainly we beheld much 
done on the rope that we should find it"difficult to imitate ojr A~bell now rings, 
and summons us to the last and hy far the most beautiful and satisfactory to our 
minds of the entertainments of the evening-the fire-works .• Vauxhall has long 
hoen distinguished for the exeellence of its displays of this elegant art; and in the 
hands of the ,?>resent artist its rep utation has been still further advanced. In the 
words of a very recent writer, ~ho has" described one of these exhibitions so hap
pily that we shall do better justice to what we ourselves beheld by using his 
language than our.own,-"The fire-works of D'Ernst were one of the· most 
superb displays of pyrotechny that we ever saw-not so much for quantity 
as quality: the devices were most ingenious, and the colours intensely beau
tiful. The showers of sparks served as a golden fringe or -setting to the 
luminous gems that blazed in the ('entre, like concentric circles of ruby, eme
rald, and sapphire, glowing with preternatural lustre. The rockets rushed 
upwardj as though they would reach the moon, and burst forth in show. 
of golden tears, silver stars, and amber balls; while some changed, as they iell, 
from lustrous green to burning crimson: fiery rings darted)to and frt like comets, 
je~ of firq. went spinning upwards, and nests Qf serpents wer~ shaken out into 
the air. In .,ort, D'Emst might ac'hie-,e a Gorgon's head, with snaky tresses 
and flaming eyebons, as.a feat oflQrtificial fire, if he were so minded."~ We 
must add to this vivid description' that during the last portion of the exhibition 

Spectatar newspaper. J ul y 10, 1841. 
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a child ascended a tight-rope stretched at a great height over the gardens, his 
'slender form now hid bf the smoke, now revealed by the intense light suddenly 
bursting forth frpm different parts of the area; when he had reached the extreme 
altitude he' returned; and as he descended from the giddy elevation, the cntire space 
became wrapped in almost sudden darkness. The distant orchestra now J>egins 
again to summon listeners; the promenaders recommence their atks along tHe 
glorious colonnades; whilst the glimpse of attendants darting to and fro with 
refrcshments reminds the hungry that it is now supper-titpe at Vauxhall. 

r 
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• 
XXIV.-STREET SIGHTS. . . 

IN a poem written in « verse burlesque" by Sir William D' AveDlUlt, entitled 
t The Long Vac,tion in Lond1>n,'-(we have already quoted from this curious 
picture of manners)-there is a veiy satisfactory enumeration of the principal 
sights which were presented to the admiring wayfarers of our city at the period 
when the Restoratilen had given back to the people so~ of their ancient amu -
menta, and the eoutlcils of the primitive church were no longer raked up, as they 
were by old Prynne, to denounce f>ear-Ieaders and puppet-showmen as the agents 
of the evil one,-excommunicatcd persons who were to be dealt with by the 
strong arm of the law, civil and ecclesiastical.- It may be convenient in our 
notice of this large miscellaneous subject if we take D' Avenant's description as 
a mi Ie point in the history of street sights; looking occasionally, by wa of 
comparUon, at the more remarkable of those classes of' p6pular exhibitors who 
may be called the ancestors, and those who arc in the alme mam.r the desccDd
alta, of the individual ~rformers of the days of Charles II. The passage in 
D'ATeD&1ll' poem is .. follows:-· .. 

.. N\" vaulter good, and dancing laas 
On rope. and man that cries Hey, pIS 
• ~d tumbler young that need. but .toop. 
Lay bead to heel to creep t8rough hoop; • 

• See PrJqe'. Hittrio-Mutix, p, :183, 

• 
• 

• 

2. 
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And man in chimney llid to dre!s, 
PUppet thit acts our old QUeen Seas, 
Aof. man that whiI.t the puppets play, 
Through DOle expoundetll \that t1aey aay; 
And white oat-eater that does dwell 
In stable small at sign of Bell, 
That lift up hoof to show the pranks 
Taught by magician. Btyled Banke; 
And apc, led captive still in chain 
Till bc renounce thc Pope and Spain: 
All tbese on boof now trudge from town 
To cheat poor turnip-eating clown." 

What a congregation of wpndel's is here! Hogarth could not have painted 
his glorious < Southwark Fair' without I\ctual observation; but here is an 
assemblage from which a companiC'n picture might bo made, offering us the 
varieties of costume and character wlfich diatingulah the age of Charles II. from 
that of George II. Dut such sights can only be grouped together now in London 
upon remarkable occasions. The London of our own day, including its gigantic 
suburbs, is not the place to find even in separate localities the vaulter, the 
'dancing lass, . tho conjurer, the tum bIer, the puppet-show, the r{.ree-show, the 
learned horse, or the loyal ape. Fleet Streot, for example, is much too busy a 
place for the wonder.mongers to congregate in. A merchant "in Ben Jonson's 
<Fox' says- : 

.. 'Twere a rare motion to be seen in F\eet-lltrect." 

A motion is another name for a puppet·show, His companion answel'S, 
.. Ay, in the Term." 

c 

Fifty years afte!wards D'Avenant tells us of his vagabonds, that in the Long 
Vacation 

;. All these on hoof nolV trudge from town 
To cheat poor turnip-eating clown." 

The light.showers, we thus sec, ,vere in high ac;.tivity 'in the. Tof.m, because 
Fleet Strf!et was then full. When is it now· empty 1 There is no room for thcir 
traclea. They are elbowed out. We have seen, however, in MOrne half'quiet 
t oroughfare of Lambeth, or of Clerkenwell, a dingy cloth sp~ad upon the road, 
and a ring or children called together at the sound of hom, to behold a dancing 
1 .. in all the finery of calico trousers and spanglcs, and a tumbler with hit 
hoop: and on one occasion sixpence was extracted from our pocketa, becauae the 
said tn bier had. his hoop splendid with ribbonl, which .howed him to have 

r t poetry and antiquity of his calling. H knew the line,
c. And wear li, colo\ln like a tumbler's hoop·." < 

But the tuglb~r him~lf. wal a poor performer. His merit was not ~ed ou 
The treft pUlengerl had as little to give to him as to the bep&ra be~\1D 
they ere too busy to be amused. If t~e Italian who exhibited :heIyre u 
Eli.beth at Kenilworth could appear again in our met~politan thorq~....,\O,,,,.u 
we _uta pau on, regardl811 ofhia H turniJli8, tumblinga, cutipp. J ~ 

aid ga, ~am&'1a, IUDUllenetl, eaperinga. and tlijhtl; to 
• a " dOWDwar ad upward, with IUIldrl w~ ,~m".I7fII D""i:1.'!JIIJ~~ \i.~QUI r . w.,'. I.aboar', 1M. 
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circumftexion.·... Joseph Clark. the great posture-master, who figqred about 
the period of the Revolution, would have had a mu better chance th u •. • 
We require powerf\u .timulants; and he, &I it i. recorded in thf\ rphiloiophieal 
Transactions,' had ".uch an absolute command of all hi, mUlclel and jointa, that 
hEl couid di~oint almost his whole body." Not a defonnity which nature or 
accident hl'd produced in the most miserable of cripples but Joseph Clark could 
imitate. Ask for a hunchback, and he straightway had one at command. Re-
.qu~ethe • 

II Fair round belly with good capon lin'd," 

abd. he could produce it without III pillow. He wo'!ld make his hips invade the 
place of his back; and it was perfectly easy to him. ftlr one leg to advance with 
the heel foremost, and another witli the to.es. He imposed upon Molins; a 
celebrated surgeon, so completely. that he WI\i dismissed as an incurable cripple. 
No tailor could measure him, for his hump would shift from one shoulder to the 
other; and anon he would be perfectly IIh'aight and well proportioned. One 
picture of him has been preserved to posterity, but there ought to have been a 
dozen. 

, 
• • , 

• 
[losepb Cluk : frolll Tl'mpelt'. Collection.) 

D' ven&Ilt hili grouped his performers as they had been practically UIIOCiatell 
together for .orne centuries before his time. The joculator "88 .not very . . 
in dign1ty to the minstrel; but in time he became degraded into a juggler. and a 
hQCUloopoc11l. The <r man that cries Hey, pass 1" was the gr'cat star of the '. 
bitioo, apd the rope-dancer and tum bIer and vaulter wlrc his suellitc.. In .. 
prlbt to t1d!I "OrbiJ Pirtus" of Comenius (1658) the ,juggler and hi. "xbibitioJl, 
are tepreeented with th~ various ~ttlaction8. Nor was music wanting to. thQ 
cJiU'Pt of theIe Itteet pMormance.~ The beautiful air known by the 01 
___ a lVI' Will ao eapeclal favourite with t.he rope-dancen, 

tal v_eat would mdicatc that tllele pert'oTmaneet ~ 
" t in them than iJ commonly auppOlCd to belong to III 

If 
• .1AIIebIm'. Lett. from Kenilnrtb, 1676. 
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. • 1e.. The air it given iu Mr. Cappell'. I(!QUeetioa , 
r bope ft may still be beaM from the chimes of BOme country ch ch, ",ad 

gone od for a c«)Dtury or two bestowing their melodies upon thankless ears: more 
probably: growing out of order, the chimes have been voted a nuisance by the 
vestry, and are consigned to oblivion, with many other touching r,menY.>ran~es 
of the past. , 

The following engraving of a conjurer's booth in 1721 exhibits the alliance of 
the juggler with the tumbler. The feats which the painJ;ed cloth exhibits to us . 
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..., liD upoa the poor ..... , which line. Stee!V'ena, in his ecUtjOll ef!"-Q_r-. 
calli ..,..emptiWe:-

.. Let thill small monument record the name 
Of Cadman, and to future times proclaim 
HolV, by an attempt to fly from this bigh IIpire 
AcrOllS the Sabrine stream, he did acquire 
Hill fatal end. 'Twas not for want of skill, 
Or courage, to perform the task. he fell: 
N~. no-a faulty cord, being drawn too tight, 
Hurried bill lIoul on high to take her flight, 
Which bid the body here beneath good night." 

• 
But there is nothing new under the sun. Neitbt.r padman nor Violante were 
the inventors of steeple-flying. As ~arly as the times of Edward VI. there was 
a precisely similar exhibition. T~ fol1owi~ description is from a paper in the 
(Archreologia,' vol. vii., quoted in Strutt's (Sports and Pastimes :'-" There was a 
rope, as great as the eable of a ship, stretched in length from the 1>attlements of 
Paul's steeple, with a great anchor at one end, fastened a little before the dean 

. of Paul's house-gate; and when his Majesty approached near the same, there. 
came a man, a 'strang r, being a native of Arragon, lying on the rope with JUs 
head forward, casting l\is arms and legs abroad, running on his breast on the 
rope from the battlements to the ground, as if it hau been an arrow out of a bow, 
and stayed on the ground. Then he came to his Majesty and kissed his foot; 
and so, after certain words to 'his Highness., he departed from him again, and 
went upwards upon the rope till he came over the midst of the churchyard, where 
he, having a rope about him, played certain mysteries on the .rope, as tumbling, 
anel casting one leg from another. THen took he the rope, and tied it to the 
cable, and tieu himself by the right leg a Jittle space beneath the wrist of the 
foot, and hung by one leg a certain space, and after recovered himself again with 
t11e saia rope, and unknit the knot, and came down again. Which stayed his 
Majesty, witA all the train, a good space of time." According to Holinehed, a 
similar performance took place in the reign of Mary, which cost the life of tbe 
performer. These tragedies upon the rope will remind the reader of one within 
the immediate me~ory of the peoplo of London. 

There is something which sounds very much like a reproach to our national 
character in the fate of Scott, the American diver. We had heard of men who 
had repeatedly performed the perilous feat of leaping down tp,e fall of SOII14' 
~ighty river, rising safely out of the foam of the cataract; and here was a ma, 
of the same metal come amongst us, to show what human cour.Je and s~ill ma.f 
acco)D,tiah. It was a thrilling sight, and one not without its marallo880DI~ iQ 
s~ thia American Scott leap from the top of 
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re W6Jfe eigkt feet of water below him. The season he chqlc fpr diving 
f ~ a height "ellty feIA: above the parapet of the highest London bridgJ' WAS 

during an ~ten,e frost, when the river was full of ice, and the enorwo~s maeaes 
Boating ~th the tide scarcely appeared to leave a space for his plunge or his 
rise. He watched his moment, and the feat was performed over an~ over. again 
with perfect safety. But he had been told, we presume, that the Lon~on pop'u
lace wanted noyelty. It was not enough that he should do day by day what no 
man had ever ventured to do before. To leap off the parapets of the Southwark . 
and Waterloo Bridges into the lialf-frozen river had become a common thing; 
and so the poor man mllst ha~ a scaffold put up, and he must suspend himse!£' 
ftooth its cross· bars by hist'am, and his leg, and his neck. T1tice waa the last 
experiment repeated; but upon the third' attempt the body hting tnotionleMl. 
The applause and the laughter, Utat deata could be so counterfeited, were 
tutnultuous; but a cry of terror went forth that the man was dead. He perished 
by administering to a morbid public appetite. Happily executions are no com
mon spectacles, and so a mock one was to gratify the holiday curiosity. Every 

< Ul&ll bo loo~cd on that sight went away degraded. . 
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a'ttht, thCJugb~ m hit .y :-prObably ~lI.tcr th&n the mode\1t it 
.we the thim !e.nggcn of our degenerate day compa Cd with Chaucer:. 
ofband man. r- • • 

• 

"There saw I eke Con Tregetour 
Upon a table of sycamore, 
Playing an uncouth thing to tell ; 
I law him carry a windmill 
Under a *alnut-IheU:' 

With trich such as this did the Chin 0 jugglers astonish us some. twenty 
ears ago. The juggler is, indeed, of a corpora~on that has held the &ame fee

simple in the credulity of mankind during all agfs ~nd in all countries. In an 
interlude of the reign of Elizabeth "Ie have these lines ;-

"What jugglillg wa there upo~·tbe boards! 
What thrusting of knives tbrough many a nose ! 

What bearing of forms! what holdings of awords I 
What putting of bodkin through leg and hoae I" 

Mr. Lane, in,his interesting work. < The Modern Egyptians,' te~l. U8 of the
Khii:rcee, or conjurer of Cairo, that a in appearance, he forces an iron spike into 
the boy's throat; the spike being really pushed up into a wooden handle. He 
also performs another trick pf the same kind as this: placing the boy on the 
ground, he puts the edge of a knife upon his nose, and knocks the blade until 
half its width seems to have entered." Amongst the other accomplishments of 
this gentleman, Mr. Lane inform us, U he puts cotton in his mouth and blows 
out tire." How universal must be the art when this, the commonest trick of a 
clown at a country fair, affords delight on the banks of the Nilel! Hogarth has 
such a man in his • Southwark Fair' riding a great horae. This was probably a 
real fite-eater, to whom hot coals in his mouth were a daily bread. We have had 
no such men since the great Mr. Powell, who, it is said, W&l honoured with a 
medal by ti\e ij.oyal Society.. Tho foreigner who was amongst us a few years 
ago, and was ruined be('auBe he would not coraent to be entirely roasted in his 
own oven, and he that shrunk from swallowing real corrosive sublimate, were 
manifest impositio s. Our streets arc dull, and require a Powell to enliven 
them. Where ~ the mountebank gon ? H, u a genuine Londoner. He let 
up his bills • 

.. That promia'd cure . • 
or ague or the tooth-ach;' 

amidst jokes aDd _apIl_ 
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rbombast. ... • 'Twall from the doctor'. method of using .uell tpetebet at 
lllarket. and fai1'l, that \n aftertimes those that imitated the like 0I'0'Cl'~ 
joeose l~~gt¥' were styled Merry Andrews, a tenn much in vogue Oft t
stages." 

No wcmd~r that so great a scholar and ingenious a man should lr.ve IMt dR
dplet who would emulate his fame, and in two centuries produce so ilVlatrioWi a 
penon as the mountebank of Hammersmith, immortalized in the • Spectator :'
II There is scarcely a city in Great Britain but has one otthis tribe ho takes it . 
into his"protection, and on the market-day harangues the good people of the 
place with aphorisms and rece1pts. You may depend upon it he comes not thmoe 
for his own private interese', hut out of a particular atrection to the town. I .re
member one of these public. spirited artists at Hammersmith, who told his 
audienee that he had been bom atld bred there, and that, having a special 
regard for the place of his nativity, he was determined to make a present of fiTe 
shillings to as many as would accept of it. The whole crowd stood agape, and 
ready to take the doctor at his word; when, putting his hand into a long bag, as 
every one wa,s expecting his crown-rice, be drew out a handful of little packets, . 
a6t of which he informed the spectators was constantly srid at five shillings and 

sixpenee, but tl1at he would bat. the odd five shillings to every inhabitant of that 
place: the whole assembly immediately closed witk this generous otrer, and took 
oft' all his physic, after the doctor had made thPm vouch for one another that 
there werc no foreigners among them, but that they were all Hammersmith men." 
Alas! who l.'Ould find a mountebank at Hammersmith now? 'We must take the 
pllywie without the jest. Newspapers have.annihilated the mountebank. Advcr
tiaements usurp the office of the Merry Andrew. And thus we flee to Morison's 
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il-danoe WC"Rt out before t1w InQ1I11tebaaka. Londen ~ _-""" .,~ 
hem for· two centuries. They stilllmger in he midland Tillag ~d 

$abor and bella halVe not s~t foot in London for many a. yc~ .• ThC grQ&te.t 
morris-dancer upon record was Will Kemp, the Liston of his uay, w'ho in lwg . 
tllmceti the.entire way from London to Norwich; and moreover wrote a book 
about ru. dancing, which a learned body has lately republished. The opening 
passage of this cnrious pamphlet is descriptive of a state of society such as exists 
not amongst us now .• Kemp Wal a. person of high celebrity in his profession, and 

• respectable in his private life. Imagine such an actor making a street e%hibition 
t tae present day, and taking sixpences and gr ats amidst hearty prayers and 

. God-speeds. There is something more frank aad. cordial 'in this acene thE 
w~uld be compatible with our refim!ments . 

• 
tr The first MOI,lday in Lent, the> close morning promising a clear day (aUended 

on by Thomas Sly, my taborer, William Bee, my servant, and George Sprat, 
appointed for my overseer that I should take no other ease but my prescribed 
order), myself,'that 's I, otherwise called Cavaliero Kemp, head master of morrice
dancers, high, head-borough of heighs, and only tricker of your trill-lilles and 
best bell-shangles between Sion and Mount Surrey, * began frolickly to foot it 
from the Right Hono:able the Lord Mayor'S of London towards the Right Wor
shipful (and truly bountiful).Master Mayor'S of Norwich. 

tr My setting forward was ~omewhat before seven in the morning; my tabor~r 
Btruck up merrily; and as f~st as kind people's thronging together would give 
me leave, through London I leapt. By the way many good old people, and 
diven others of younger years, of lI}ere kindness gave me bowed sixpences and 
groata, blessing me with their hearty prayers and God-speeds. • 

H Being past White Chapel, and having left fair London with all that north
east suburb before named, multitudes of Londoners left NIt me; but, either to 
keep a custom which many hold, that Mile-end is no walk without a recreation 
at Stratfort Bow with cream .,and cakes, or else for love they bear toward me, 
or perhaps to make themselves melry if I should chance (as many thought) to 
give over my morrice within a mile of Mile-end; however, many a thousand 
brought me to ,Bow, where I rested awhile from dancing, but had small rest with 
those that would have urg'd me to drinking. But, I warrant you, Will Kemp 
was wise enough: to their full c~pa kind thanks was my return, with gentleman-
like protestations, as f Truly, sir, I dare not.' " • 

Kemp was a player of Shakspere's theatre-a privileged man' sanctioned by 
the Lord Chamberlain's lic8llee-welcomed into good society-.-not hunted about 
from ~wn to town under the ,terrors of the laws against vagabonds. During the 
reign of Elizabeth any b4Ilon of the realm might license 1 company of playen; 
but in the first year of successor this qUe8tionabl~ privileS" Wal removed, 
and U interlude playet'S, minstrels, jug~rs, aDd Pear-wards," were ' left: to the 
full penalties which awaited "idle· pelsons." While the people, however, were 
willing to eneourage th'm, it was" not very easy for statutes to put them dOWll; 

• fl' layere, the number .r ualioe d 
"11JD8..u18W1', were prodigioual . pf 

i rno ~ 
• • Biela ... Brnlttord, IIlCl )(oUDt SUfteJ by Norwich. • 
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• olleriu. • The poor Italian boy who travels to London &em hia native 
~nninea, and pieks p few daily pence with his monkey or mamo m. 
ezhibition his oo1fedy. But the puppet-showman, in the palmy tiayw of DeJ'IACY'. 
had a very-~od comedy to cxhibit, which modern farce Rnd pantomime have not 
much impl'OYed upon. The puppet actors, according to Bcn Jona~. lilled . 
baekeb, aDd thE;lY ,. were a civil company." II They offer not to ileer orJcer, nor 
break jest., as the great players do." Their master wal It the mouth of th 
all." But in the hands of a clever mouth their satire and burlesque must ha e 
been irruistible. Jonson has given us a fair specimen of the burlesque in hi. ' 
own puppet-show of • Hero anel Leander.' Old Pepys did not like the puppet.: 
ahow; but that is no great Piatter from the man who calls C A Midsummet . 
Night's Dream' II the most insipid, ridiculous play that ever I saw in my life," 
We bolieve that they wero very g~od puppets; and the classical story very 
much improved by being made If a little eas,. and modem for the times." Tho 
writer of tho motion thus explains the scene and the characters :_" As for the 
Henespont~ I imagine our Thames here; and then Leander I make a dyer" 80n 

. Gbout Puddle-wharf; and Hero a wench 0' the Bank-sidc} who g\ling over one • 
moraing to Old Fiah Street, Leander spies her land at rrig-stairs, and falls in 
love with her. Now do I introduce Cupid, having metam'orphoscd himself into 
a drawer, and he strikes Hero in love with a pint of Rherry:' This was rivalled 
two centuries afterwards by the immortal show-wo(nan of the Ruund Tower at 
Windsor, who began her explanation of the old tapestry whose worsted told this 
tragedy of true love, with" the startling announcement of II Hero was a nUll," and 
ended with, It Leander'. body was picked ul? by his Majesty's ship the Britannia, 
and carried into Gibraltar." 

The puppet-show continued to be a real street sight, not only for children, but 
for II people of quality;' in the reign of Anne. Mr. Powell placed hi~show 
under the Piazzas of Covent Garden; and the sexton of St. Paul's Church com· 
plained to the' Spectator,' ~hat when the bell w¥ ringing for. daHy morning 
prayers, it was deemed a summons to tho \Jup})et-show, and not to the church. 
The town, according to the sarno authority, was divided between the attractions 
of Rinaldo and Armida at the Italian Opera, and Whittingtnn d his Cat in 
Mr. Powell's c hibition. Powell was an innovator; for, whilst his contemporary 
puppet-show managers represented tho < OM Creation of the World,' and 
'Noah's Flood ' ~fter the fashion in which the puppet-shows continued the aUrae
tiOIUJ Qf the ancient mysteries and moralities, Powell introduced a pig to dance a 
miQu~t with Punc\!. All the old fine thinge have perished. Where can we now 
go to .ce "a new motion of the City of Nineveh, with Jonas and the Wl.ale,'· 

hieh ere once to beCdaily found at Fleet Bridge?* Punch and the Fantocci i 
are the only liv:ng repreientations of the puppets. But Pnnch is still witli UJ 
&Del of llB. The polico lcgislafiors tried to exterminate him, but he wa 100 mighty 
tor them. He is the only genume representative which remains of the old stage. 

. !enial cry at the ooraer of 40me 8t • aDd. Jl6te 
el'1t!latbllaldl_nlllWllt whkh cmn 'P hm. the deli ed d. w 

__ .tIW iIlOlItal tragg tb& fiend. and that he JIaa; .... _ 
• PlmtJl; 
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limplicity. 0 are not qwto suro that the dog is gcnuino,-bU,t that may 
be tolerttecL There are a great many societie. forme amongst UI for re'Vi . 
~ hich the world had unwisely agreed to forget; and wf\ are not ·thout 
our hopes that there may be room for an association that would ~ttore U8 th 
senuine Fl'Ppet-show. It is an objection. however, that there is not much left 
Df the bJack-lettcr literature of the puppets. Punch in h present shape it! 
probably Italian. From Italy come the puppets that perform the most diverting 
antics upon .. board~ to tho sound of pipe and drum. But these were once 

• @'enwne English. We have put together in' our engraving the exlUbitor of 
'\lancing dolls, lIuch as he is represented in Hoga.th's 'Southwark Fair,' and the 

. Italian stroller of our own day. Mr. Smith, the tat<\ keeper of the .prints in the 
Brttish MUieum, complains. in his '(:;ries of London: that the streets are i."je,ted 
with these Italia boys; and yet. he gives' us a most spirited etching of one of 
thern. Mr. Smith thought it neC'CJ8ary to be solemn and sarcastic wht!n h had 
pen ill hand; and in that curious farrago 'N oUekeDs and hi. Time.,' he it! per
fectly scandali!ed that the old sculptor enjoyed Punch. He gravely add •• tr I 
this gratificaqon. however, our sculptor did not stand alone; for I have frequentlJII 
seen, when I have stood in the crowd, wise men laugh at the mere queakiJag of 
Punch, and have he~rd them sp ak of his cunning pranks with the highest 
ecstasy." We are glad to fipd, upon such grave testimony, that the race of wise 
men is not extinct. • 

<0 

[O&D<:inq-dollo,-lIot/lI'tlL saalliwark 1'oIr.] 

We bave lOme fears that the immigration ofItalian boys is declining. We do 
not the mo~ey and the white mice so often as we could'wish to do. • The 
a}l(:.bearer ia a personage of high antiquity. We have tho ape on 8hould~r in a 
glanucript three hundred yeats earlier than the date of .him who r 

.. Led captive ,till in chain 
Till he renOUlxe tjle Pope and SIlILin." 

okL ftitoma. "What if the monkey of the street. 
---.J~;- hill per kI\oJr Iloihing of the peculiarities wWeb.· 5ll'DI1I'-

:r.1iltA1a.Al1f-hia nee I rJlat if he be ut c8m~ ef oaabJll 
_1.,._111 ac BOt CQIIle ith & new idea ink) aowded. .tIaa1l'Ol1 •• 

at clistaM lana. w .u' IIoOt I.bou aad t.raIic-wbcre ,I' a wildemell 
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bfmohkeys': Elit in the green trees, and throw down the fru.it to the bappysavage~ 
telow'? And then these'Italian boys themselves, with their olive cheeks ana 
white te~th-;-th('e are something different from your true London boy of the 
streets, with his mingled look of cunning and insolence. They will show you 
their trea.sures with a thorough conviction that they are giving yOlt l)lel$llro.; 
and if you deny tlte halfpenny, they have still a smile and a bon iOllT,.foT they 
all Imow that French is a more current coin than their own dialect. We fear the 
police is hard upon them. We would put in a word for th.em, in the same spirit 
of humanity with which our delightful Elia pleaded for the beggars. They, by 
the way, were amongst the stlcet sights, and wc may well be glad to have an 
opportunity for such quotat-io~{ :-

" The mendicants of this great cjty werc' so many of her sights-her lions; 
I can no more spare them than I (Y.)uld the 'cries of London. No corner of a 
street is complete without them, They are as,indispensable as the ballad· singer ; 
and, in their pieturesque attire, as ornamental as the signs of old London., They 
were the standing morals, emblems, mementos, dial mottos, the 'spital sermons, 
<the books for children, the salutary checks and pauses to the high- and rushing 
tide- of greasy citizenry-

"Look 
Upon that poor and broken bankrup,t there." 

Above all, those old blind Tobits that used to line the wall of Lincoln's Inn Gar
den, before modern fastidiousness had expelled them, casting up their ruined 
orbs to catch a ray of Vity, and (if possible) of light, with their faithful dog
guide at their feet ;-whither are they fled? or into what corners, blind as them
selves, have they"been driven, out of the wholesome air and sun-warmth?" ...... 
These dim eyes have in vain explored, for some months past. a well-known 
figure, or part of thfi' figure, of a man who used to glide his comely upper-half 
over the pavements of London, wheeling along with most ingenious celerity upon 
a machine of wood-a spectacle to natives, to foreil,'7lers, and to childr~n. He was 
of a robust make, with a florid sailor-like cOfnplcxion, and his hc~ad was bare to 
the storm and sunshine. He was a natural curiosity--a speculation to t1m 
scientific-a prodigy to the simple. The infant would stare ttt the mighty man 
brought down to his own level. The common cripple would despise his own 
pusillanimity, viewing the hale stoutness and'mighty heart of this half-limbed 
giant. Few b.t'must have noticed him: for the accident which brought him low 
took place dufing the riots of 1780, and he has been a groundling so long. He 
scemc;>d earth-borll-an Antmus-and to suck in fresh vigour from the soil which 
he neighboured. He was a grand fragment-as good as an Elgin marble~j The 
nature which should Jiave recruited his reft legs and thighs was not lost, but only 
retired into hil!'luppcr pirts, and he was half a Hercules. I heard a treineadws 
\'oice thundering and growliJ~g,as before an ,~arthquake,-and casting"<iolVtl ~~ 
eyes, it was this mandrake reviling a steM that had started at hisportentoUB 
a'ppe~.lce. He seemed to want but his jus( stature to(hav·e rent theoifet'J4ing 
quadruped~n tdlivc1'8. H~ was as th-e man-part ora ~nta'tlr;fromwhich'\tbe 
h(me-halfhad~en cloven in dircLapithan controversy. He'mote<fioft'u1flile 
coultlha\1'e roa~'shiftwith the. yet haM' body-portiflft .whicl was left ihim=':1'h.,lM 
nblime' was not 1Vattting; . and,· he'thrcwwt yet a ,;oUY'~ated.eb'· ~~i\ the 
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~~. ll~)T .. nd-two years bad he driven thl. out-of-door trade, and t.bat 
~ . ~ grililed in tM service, but his good spiriueuo way impm~, bee .. 
~~ ill not content to exchange his free air and exercise for t~c restrAints of; • 
~r house, he i. expiating his contumacy in ono of thQlc houl~8' (iromc.Ily 
.~ia ned) of correction. W 88 a daily spectacle like this to be deemed a nuiR&Dee 
)Vhich c~ for legal interference to remove 1 or not rath r salutary, and .. 
to\lc:4ing object, to the passers-by in a great city? Among her shows, her 
DIouaeuma~ and suppli for ever-gaping curiosity-(and what else but an aocu-

• UlUlation of sights-endless sights-js a great city, or for what cise is it 
~siJable ?)-waa there not room for one Lusul ~ot SatttraJ, indeed, but) Acci-

o dentium 1" '. • 

Here is In e~graving of a/aree-show man a hundred and fifty years ago. In 
~hat box he has stores for the curiofls, such as the more ancient showman bore 
aboutr-for that grotesque old fellow was once a mode~. In (The Alchymist: 
the matter of tho t/iervant who has filled the house with searchers. for the phi. 
loaopher'l 8tone speculates thus:-

Ancl be adda-

.. What-should my knave advance 
To draw this company? he hung out no bannero 
or a strange calf with five legs to be seen, 
Or a huge lobster with six claws?" 

• 
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of' diweiplino, by hieh t1te eye and the voice of man become soprert'lc oVer 
mrerior animal.. There ust have been a thorough inter-communi or 
ideas bet\.ee~ th, lords of the creation and ,the baboon that played on tb itat 
-the ape tbat boat hi. master at cheu in the preeence of the King of Portugal
the elephant which Bishop Burnet saw play at ball-and the hare wb,lch beat th" 
tabor at Bartholomew Fair. Our ancestors dolighted in such street siithts, and 
not unwisely BO. In the age of Elizabeth and James new countries had been 
explored; travelling to far distant lands had become common; and thus, he th~t 
brought bome ({ a dead Indian" or U a strange fish" was sure to be rewarded. , 
H Were I in England now (as ttnc.e I was), and had but this fish painted, not a f 

holiday fool there but would ~lve a piece of silver ; there would this monster 
make a man; any strange beast ther~ makes"a man: when they will not give' a 
doit to relieve a lame beggar, they will lay out" ten to see a dead Indian." So 
learned Trinculo, in the r Tempest,' reprehends our countrymen. But they were 
not rar wrong, if wrong at all. To see these wonders disabused them of, many 
erroneous notions; and if their credulity was sometimes stimulated', their general 
itock of kno~ledge was increased. It was helieved up to the T{liddle o~ the 
seventeenth century that the elephant had no joints in its legs, and that it never 
lay down. An elephant was shown about kneeling and f lyin down, and the 
belief vanished. Sir Thomas Brown wishes for mOJ;e such street sights, lest the 
error should revive in the next genera,tion. Exlnbitions of docility, such Il,S 

elephants offer to us, arc good fQI' the multitude. t A due appreciation of what 
may be effected by the combination of perseverance in man and of sagacity in a 
brute indicates a philosophical spirit in a people. Banks's horse was the great 
wonder of ElizaHeth's time. He and his master have even found a niche in 
(Raleigh's History of the World l'-" If Banks had lived in older times, he 
would have shamed .':1.11 the enchanters in the world; for whosoever was .. most 
famous among them could never master or instruct any beast as he did." Thiil 
famous animal was a bay gelding, and he was named).lorocco. Hete itt his picture, 

t 
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PJI;l~r;v~4 ~.fQ~ _ t'lW.~dmil'ij.tian of alJ. ages~ In' Lovc's Lll.bo~r·a!u.t;l . 
l4Rt4.aII ... '. .I~·~ ... Ar .... ~dow .. ith hi.s arithmetic, say", "Tla Dancin~ lIo\.llwill~ellt 
yq~. ",'i'.~l,. in his ' Satires,' notices 

"Strange Morocco's dumb arithmetic," 

Sit:Rtmelm J)jgby, informs us that Banks's horse "would restore a glove to the 
dne ownm-after the master had whispered the man's name in his cal'; and woulc:1 
ten the just number of llence in any piece of silver coin, newly showed 1!im by 
hU!'master." The Sieut de Melleray, in the notes to his translation of the' Golden 
'ASs' of·Apuleius, tells us that he saw this wonderful horse in the Uue St. Ja~ques at 
I'a:l'is; and he is astonished that the animal could lfll how many francs there wore 
'in 1\ crown, but his astonishment was .measureless t1:fat~ the crown being then of a 
depreciated currency, the horse should he ab\c to tell the exact amount of the 
depreciation, in that same month Of March: 1608. Banks had fallen among a 
people who did not quite understand how far the animal and his keeper might 
employ the lan~uage of signs; and he got into trou hIe nceordingly. The better 
'instructed EngGsh multitude had llCen familiar with "Holden's cameJ,"Jamed 
for" ingenuou:l studies ;" and they had seen Morocco himself go up.to the top of . 
St. Paul's. Though t~H lived in an age of belief in wizards, they had no desire 
to burn Banks as Il!~rofessor of the hlack art. But he had a narrow escape in 
France; and his contrivance ftV the justification of his horse's character and his 
own shows him to have heen as.,familiar with the human as with the brute nature. 
The story is told hy BishoJl Morton :-" Which bl'ingeth into my rememhrance 
a story which .Banks told me at Frankfort, from his own experience in France 
among the Capuchins, lly whom he wal! hrought into suspicion of,magic, hecause 
of the strange feats which his horse Morocco played (as I take it) at Orleans, 
where he, to redeem his credit, }ll'omised to manifest to the world that his horse 
wa~ nOi.'hing less than a devil. To this end he commanded his horse to seck out 
one in the Ness of the people who had a crucifix on his hat; which done, he 
bade him kneel dbwn unto it; bond not. this only, hut also to rise up again and to 
kiss it. 'And.w, gentlemen (quoth he), I think my horse hath acquitted 
both me and himself;' and so his adversaries rested satisfied; conceiving (as 
it might seem) that the "povil had no power to come noar tho cross." The 
people of Orleans were imperfeqily .civilized; but Banka and Morocco were 
destined to fall into barbarous hand.. We have no precise recoJid of his fate; 
but some humorous lines of JonlOu hav;e beon accepted as containing a tragical 
truth:-

" But 'monget tllett Tlbert .. •• wllo do you think there Waif 
Old Banks thejUI.ler. oUl'Pytbagoraa, 
Grave tutor W the 18ar~ llora i batb whicll. 
Being, beyq., ..... burned for OQe .. itch. 
Their spirits ~~l'ated. to a cat," 

It appears to us that Bai1W~.horJc, -end Holden's camel, and the elephant 
that expressed his a.nge~.whSntb.e King of Spain wunamed, must have.~ad a 

~:m::!~ ~::e:c!: :T.~\c~~:n:it~e#!i t:::~~;~;: thit:g;:u!~e; 
Henslowe and Alleyn. the players, constituting them" Masters of the King'. 

Cat.· 
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Games," in 1604, authoriscs them" to bait, or cause to be baited, onr said bean, 
f and otherslbeing of our.said games, in aU and every convenient place Or places, 
at all times meet;" and accordingly the Masters of the Royal Games put down 
all unlice&aM b~arw.ards. and filled the town and country with their performances. 
This is an illustration of Master Slender's pertinent q~estion to Mistr~ Ann 
Page, " Why do your dogs bark so? be there bears i' the town?" ,. ., 

It i" a blessing that we have now no such street sights as bear-baiting. Bull
baiting, too, is gone: cock-fighting is no more seen. PU$ilism has made a faint. 
attemp~ at revival; but we can part with that too. Are the people, then, to. 
have no amusements accessiblP to all? Are the street sights to be shouldentt{ 
out by commerce and luxurYl and not a recreation to be left? We answer, let a. 
wisc government double and treble the class of healthful "exercises, and of idel:' 
lectual gratifications. Give us nm4",yarks if ,possible. Let us have gardens in 
which aU may freely walk. Open our cathedrals, as the ational Gallery and 
Hampton Court are openeu. Instead of sen"ding aU the rare animals which are 
prescnted to the Crown to be shown for a shilling by one soci~ty, have mena- . 

,. geries in Hyde Park and the Regent's Park. Take an example from the man . 
wh~o, when the plan t8 arc shining brightly out of a screne huaven, plants a 
telescope in Leicester Square or St. Paul's Church Y ard~ and finds enough pas
sengers who arc glad to catch glimpses of worlds unseen to the naked eye, and 
forget for a moment, in the contemplation of the Plighty worb of Omnipotence, 
the small things which surround us here. Opea the great books of Nature, of 
Science, and of Art to the people; and they will not repine that the uays of con
jurers, and puppet-Ihows, and dancing bears have passed away. 

e 



, 

• [Tho :\lonum.nt, 18-1!.] 

• 

XXV.-THE MONUMENT . 

• IN the Description of the Monument,' sold by its keeper, we are told the view 
from the top "is extremely fine nd,exlensive, and in fact not to be equalled;" 
and no doubt the prospect is correctly described when '/I'e can ue ~: a matter of 
110t very common occurrence. In pro.vokingly close neighbourhood to the fore
going passage wo find a statement of the hours of admission, f1'om which it 
appeaTl the Monument is open from eight in the morning from Lady-d:y to 
Michaelmas-day, and the remainder of' the year from nin , till suuset, '1;hus, 
the only period when London Can be properly seen, that · of sunJ'is<:, when, in 
th" noble lines ofWOIdsworth,-

• 
.. Earth has not anYI~hirt to show more {all'. 

Dull ould he bc f eoul who ('ould pass l!y 
A sight 80 touching in its majesty. 
Tbis city now doth hkc a. garnlcut nr · 
The beauty of the morn in<' : 8"cnt, bare, 
Ships, t"wcr!!, dOllles, theatrcs, and temples lie 
Open unto the fic s and to thc sky, 
All bright and glitterillg in thc sll1t kelt'ss ail' \"-

•• 
• • 

• 
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This period is carefully shut out; and we can only look at the great metro
'polis throu~h tpe dense IQnd dis~oloured mpdium of the smoke arising from 
the habi'tations Slf two millions of people. Well. until the Corporation in its 
goodness sl1:11 direct. some alteration, we must make the best of the matter as it 
is; and so we are now ascending with many a pause the spiral staircase, w,th its 
three hundred and forty-~ve black marble steps, which leads to 'the summit. 
This is well lighted in the base by one or two large openings, and above by 
narrow Blits in the wall, The breadth of tne interior, nine feet from wall to 
wall, appears somewhat surprising to one who sees it for the first time, and has 
formed his notions of it from~ t~e exterior view. We are still ascending, anc1. 
now the steps arc growing. se/tsibly shorter, the walls approach nearer to each 
other, we arc not far from the top. With ~newed' vigour" we arc ahout to run' 
up the little remaining distance, whl>,,P the att~mdant lays his stick across in front 
to debar all advances without him. This cOl;duct he explains hy stating that, in 
consequence of the recent cases of suicide (which everyone will remember), he 
has imposed on him the duty of heing always present when there .ore any 'visitors 

• on the halcony. We have gained the top at last, and what a scene is before, 
ar<Hmd, beneath us! The wiml is blowing freshly and vigorousl~, and. to add 
to the self· possession of the visitor, the attrmlant enc,o'-ltagingly o,hserves he 
would not stand there for a trifle if the railings were absent, 'Vith a shiver we 
assent to the pertinency of the remark; and placi~g our back for greater safety 
against the continuation of the pillar in the eentre/ and reminding ourselves that 
it is not true that the very edifice itself is, lI,I! has sometimes been eonsidered, 
dangerous, and that the idea ,+rose frOlll the fact of the Monument having been 
at first used for t.stronomieal ohservations, for which it was soon {(JUnd unfit from 
the vibrations llatul'ul to such an erection, however secure in its huild, we com
mence our hrief sun;<'.\', Though the view is not, and cannot he under such an 
atmosphere, very extensivl', it is one that (out of Lomlon) the world 'cannot 
parallel. It is not beautiful-that sea of house-tOllS, with St. l~aul'1 and count
less other churches and public buildings !'ising up from its surface as from so 
many islands ;-it is not sublime, in the physical idea of the words ;-yct "dull" 
indeed" would he be of soul" in whose mind no sense of b~auty and sublimity 
was raised as he gazed on that wonderful congregation of human homes. 

The door from the staircase to the baloonyef'aces the east; in that direction 
therefore we ar~now sending our inquiring glance. The Tower, with its great 
keep, is the first object of attention, of ,,,hieh we remember Fltz-Stephen says, 
.. thQ mortar of. its foundation was tempered with the blood of' beasts," To 
the left of the To~er the long fa<;ade of the Mint arrests the eye, whilst ,.to the 
·right.- we sec the roof of the Custom House, and the tiers of shipping moored in 
the Pool far {tway intd' the distance. Ncar, and directly in front or us, is the 
fairy-looking spire of St. Dunstan's in the East, one of the many c~rcheB 'J\T.e 

Bee around whose history is( connected witIt' that of tho Monument by a close 
tie, as ~ving arisen like the latter from the ashes of the G!eat Fire. Beyond. inttn'. 
minable lipeitof docks are dJmly descried, and on a clear day the hills of·Keftt, 
tlineor ten miles off,On the O\her side of the river a llright colUj'lJ.n of smoke 
and the sharp whistlc·Qfthe engine direct us to d;te train ,oft~ Greenwich 
·B8.ilwriyjust starti~; Tutningthecdmet·c:f the pil1ar,webe~old GIll thA.AOQth 
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the .countlcss chimneys of the breweries and other manufactories of Southwark 
rising up a.gainst the background of the Surrey h~s, and the lIfty piles oi 
warehouses which edge the river bank, over one of which the church of St. 
Mary Overies rears its lofty and proud-looking tower, as. thc."-lglfiadignant at 
the ullfitness of its hUIVbler neighbours for such antique and rornance-lwTIoured 
walls. The" bridges, those glorious architectural yiumphs, and the CUHlllg 
Thames lfhich t~ey bestride, form a highly pictur~sque feature from the Mo
nument. There is London Bridge, the youngest, and perhaps the noblest of the 
whole, with the Fish~ongers' Hall at its foot; Southwark and Blackftiars in a 
;olerablystraight line; then comes 'Vaterloo crossjng the curve; and beyond, the 
Thames, with the black sluggish barges so chal~c)cristic of this part of the river, 
is Xlst to our smoke-bedimmed visioq. But though. the bridge of" Westminster 
is invisible, not so its famous A~bey: th~re it stands. with its dark body and 
lofty towers· advanced city-wards, as if to defend its sacred precincts from the 
inroads of irreligion and wickcdness, cver rife in populous placcs. But thc great 
featurc"of' the s.ene is the view westwards of St. I)aul's. Its vast size and noble 
proportions are Jlerhaps from no other spot so strikingly developed. Instead 
of looking dO\fn upon it. as we do, or appear to do. upon every other ol)ject) we· 
have rathey the sense tlf looking up to it even fl"Om this elcvation of two hundred 
and two fect. Neither d.oes the mass of houses around it appear at all to lessen its 
height or form. It might st:¢d upon them; so grandly docs it appear to rise
base, cupola, and cross-ab01e all obstructions. On the north there is little to 
attract attention: churches and house-roof.o.;, house-roofs and ehurches, extend from 
the farthest point of sight down to the hase of the column on which we stand, 
and require no more particular notice! unless we may just mCl1~ion that, among 
the other buildings Jlartieulady conspicuous. stand the lofty Guildhall to the 
left, and the tall tower of the BlackwaH Uailway to the right. We may eon
dude this hasty sketch of our view from the Monument ~n a gusty August 
·afternoon by. two or three general remarks. What has been called the natural 
basin of London may them'.i! be sel.m very clearly, although its edges are not 
distinctly definahle in some parts. Looking round from Islington, we have 
Highgate, Hampstead, the l'levated land to the left of Westminster Abbey, the 
Surrey and Kent hills. And nearly the whole of this vast area is occupied by 
London! for few indeed arc the Sf)Qcej vaeant of houses which thc cyc can detect 
even from the balcony ofthe Monument. How different would h~ve been the view 
presented from the same spot prior to t~e erection of the Monument"and the cYGn~ 
~hich it commemorates, one hundred and seventy-five years ago, had thcre then 
been a~y means of obtaining such an elevation; when Stratford, Hackney, II)Ii.n·gto~1 
a.nd Charing Cross were suburban villages, with many a l:veasant field belW((~ll 
them and London; when Lam beth and Southwark showcAl more trees than hl!-bita. 
ti~ns; an~ when St. Pa.ul's was a long building with transepts proj~cting ffom the 
centre. north a-q!1 south., an4 with a..sqiare tower ri!ftng upwards at tho point qf 
th~ir inter_ion! A ~ird and .till more extraordipary view has y,\t!-l p~ 
Ule~tion~-tbe vi~" whtch met 'the eye of the well-k.rown diarist. fepys,'f;p.~ 
~ . \Vent ~p. ~ t4etop of :Ua.rk~ng Church, fld t)le~e sa,,: the {~saqcfest sigqtQ,f 
d~l'~~"$l~' ~h!loP8ever ~(lld. But let us not anticipate. 
, :h.'~J&8 on ,th~" LoJ;d's l)a.y/':,a)'$ Pepys, the 3rdof Sept~tnQe:r, 166~. tb"t 
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U some of our maids sitting up late last night to get things ready against our feast 
fa-d.ay, Jan~ called us uPllQbout three in the morning to tell us of a great fire 
they saw·in the city. So I rose and slipped on my night-gown, and went to the 
window; attd"tho~ght it to be on the back-side of Mark Lane at the farthest, but, 
being unused to such fires as followed, I thought it fur ellough off; and Sli' went 

. . . .. 
to bed again, and to slee~. About seven rose again to dress myself, and then 
1001wd out at the window, and saw the tire not so much as it was, and f~rther off. 
. . . . By and hy Jane comes and tells me that she hears .that above three hun
dred hOMes have been hurned down to-night by the fire we saw, and that it is now 
burning down all l"ish Street. 1)y I .. ondon Bridge. So I made myself ready 
presently, and walked to th~~ 'llowcr, and there up upon one of the high places, 
Sir J. Robinson's little son going up with me; and there I did see the houses·at 
that end of the bridge all on fire, anQ. an infinite great fire on this and the other 
side the cud of the bridge." • 

The conflagration, which in so short a space had exhibited its destructive 
eharaeter, hroh~ out some time after midnight, in the house of o~ Farryner, the 
.King's baker, in Pudding I .. ane. This person stated, in. his cvic]Pllce before a 
Coupnitlec: of Lhe HOllse of COlHlllOIlS, that he had, aftcr twelve 0'c10ck on Satur
day ni:;ht, gone through every rooI}l, and found no f)!c' but in oue chimney, 
where the room was paved with hricks, which ti~e he diligently raked up in 
elll hers. As a matte)' of fact, this was all he coul~ state: as to his opinions, he 
expressed himself as decidedly satisfied that·his hodse must have been purposely 
fired. Whatever its origin, the llrogress of the fire was most startling,-we should 
say wonderful, hut that the construction of the houses-generally timber, 
pitched over on the outside-the thatched r~ofs, and the narrowness of the streets, 
where the buildings of the opposite 'sides almost touched each other, were all 
evidently calculated ,to facilitate in the very highest degree the ravages pf the 
fearful clement. Nor was this all. The month of August had been characterisea 
by an extraordinary drought, and the timber of t~e houses had,bee!! as it were 
half burnt already by the continual heat; 'and lastly, during nearly the whole 
.time the fire lasted, a furious cast wind blew; making in all such an unhappy 
conjunction of circumstances, that we need not wonder tha~ other than pious 
people looked with fear and trembling on the event, as some more than ordinary 
vUri:tat'i0n of an offended Deity. 
,"The'then LortlMayor. on whose steadiness, judgment, and boldness som1i~' 

.' ai!pcn~ 'al1r-cal'l to have been unequal to the occasion; and thU$~" the iii.'~" 
AoU"llieirlg lost. ~witbout any decisive measures, all was lost. Euly,m,' the 
foreil'don Pepys went to Whitehall, and received from the King a comm&nd' to 
bid the Mayor" splfrC no houses, b'lt pull down before the fire every way." 
After long setreh,l'ep!s "met my Lord Mayor in Cannon Street like a man· 
spent, with a handkerchief abput his neck. To the King's message he eried, )ii:~' 
a fainting woman, <Lord, what can I do? II Am spent; people will not obey, m~ .• 
Ih~~~~p pulling down houses; but the ftre overt~~ ~ flJ,stcr th~,~ '~~?#~, 
d?)~;tha.;,~ needed no lllorp soldiers; and tha.t, for hlm¥lf~ h~ :m.ustl go ~~, 
r(lfresh ~imself,.ha\"ing been upal~ night .. So he leftIlle, and ~. h~",~"~df:";~,,ti~, 
holll,e,;.\se~ing,~op16alm~st dis~racted,,~nd no. W~~~r 0f.l1l~ns;~~~i~lfl\l~~) 
the fire., The hQlllfPl! t~ ,0 ,wry th~~ ~ere~~o~tll. and .full, ,at matter,' ~~;, 
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burning, as pitch and tar, in Thames Street; and warehouses of oi, and wines 
and brandy, and other things." Soon after he "met-with theeJVng and Dukp 
of York in their barge, and with tllem to Que~nhithe. . . .,. ( j,~v~r full of 
lighters and boats taking in goods, and goods swimming in the . water; and I 
o"bsen d thl\t hardly e lighter or boat in three that had the goods of a hOURO 
in, but t~ere was a pair of virginals in it." Pepys's l>bserving eye noticed also 
that the "poor p geons were loth to leave their houses, but hovered about the 
wiudo,~s and balconie~till they burned their wings and fell down." 

In the afternoon Pepys is on the" water again, and to the fire, up and down, 
ft still increasing, and the wind great. So ncar t}le fire as we could for smoke; 

. and all over the Thames, with one's faces in the 'find, you were almost burned 
with a shower of fire-drops. This i; very vue; so as houses were burned by 
these drops and flakes of fire, thrdtl or fou~ nay, five 01' six houses, one from 
another. When we could endure 110 more upon the water, we to a little ale
h.use QJl the Bankside ( outhwark), over against the Three Cranes, and there 

. staid till it was almost dark, and saw the fh'c grow, and, as it grew dar1ccr, 
appeared mol'& and more, and in corners, and upon steeples, and ~etween · 
churches and houses~ as far as we could see up the hill of the City, in a IfIost 
horrid, maliciou.s, bloo~,. flame, not like th fine flame of an ordinary fire. , . . . 

• We staid till, it being darkish, we saw the fire as only ona entire at h of fire trom 
thi~ to the other side the bridge, an~ in a bow up the hill for an arch of above a 
mile long: it made me weep to seejt:' The })eculiar form of the great body or 
flame is also referred to y the Rev. T. Vincent, in his tract called (Gens ter
rible Advice to the City by Plague and Fire,' who !I~' s finely, ""TlIe burning 
was then in Jashion of a bow; a dreadful boW> it was, such as wne eyes never 
be"ore had seen' a bow u'hich had Goel's arrOw in it with a flaming poillt," 

.~ , . . 
Evel , who, liIte PepysJ was an eye-witness, and descl'lbed only what he saw, 
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was also at \beBaabidc;.s0uthwark, .bitilater in the ereriirig,,,*n.:n he beheld 
an awful.pictut~, u I saw," he says, "the whole south part .of th~ City burning, 
from Che8.f>4de to the Thames, and all along Cornhill (f4).' it Hkewisekindled 
back against the wiitd as well as forward), Tower Street, Fenchurch Street, 
Gracious (Gtacechurch) ~treet, and so along to Ba~ard's Cas1!(c, and Wfl! 

taking hold of St. Paul's IilUl'ch, to which the scaffolds contri~uted exteedingly 
The corifll1gration was so univel'sal, and the peoI)le so astonished, that fr~m the 
beginnillg', I know not by what despondency or fate, fney hardly stirred to 
quench it; so that there was l~othing heard or seen but crying out and lamenta. 
tion, running ahout like distractM creatures. without at all attemptmg to save 
even their goods; such a sh[~nge eonsternaJ;ion there was upon them, so ali it 
hurned, both ill breadth and len~th, the ~hurches, public halls, Exchange, 
hospitals, monuments, and ornaments, leaping after a prodigious 111anner from 
house to house RQd strect to street, at great distances from one to the other; for 
the heat, with a long set of fair and warm weather, had even ignited the"air amI 
prepared the materials to conceive the fire, which devoured after an incredihle 

'manner houses, furniture, and. everything. HCl'C we saw the Tfames covered 
with goods floating, all the barges and l)(Jats laden with wllat SOIlIC had time and 
courage to save; as on the other, the earb. &e., carrying! out to the fi~lUs, which 
for many miles were strewpd with moveables of aI:< sorts, and tents erecting to 
stteltel' both people and what goods they could ~et away. Oh, the miserable 
and calamitoU!; spectaele! such as Imply the world had not seen the like since 
the foundation of it, nor to be outdone till the universal conilagration of it. All 
the sky was of ~ fiery aspect, like the top'of a hurning oven, and the light seen 
for above forty miles round ahout for many nights: God grant mine eyes may 
,never sec the like! who lIOW saw ab(H"e ten thousand houses all in one flame: the 
noise and cracking arId th under of the illl petuous fiames, the shrieking of -{Vom~ll 
and children, the hurry of people, the fall of towers, houses, and chur~es, was like 
an hideous storm, and the air all about so hot and inflamed that at last one was 
not ab~e to approach it; so that they were f()l'ced to stand. still and let the :flames 
burn on, which they did for ncar two miles in length and one in breadth. The 
clouds also of smoke were dismal, and reached, upon computation, near fifty 
miJcs in length." Mr. Vincent also says,,",l'he doud of' smoke was so great 
.t~at travellers Qid dde at noonday some six miles together'in the shadow thereof~ 
though there .were no other cloud. beside,s to be seen in the sky." Froithe 
same authority ~e obtain one or two other ihtcrestillg glimpses of the splendid 
hQrr~rs of this tIre first night :-" Amongst other things, thti sight of tltiildhall 
was a. fearful spccta~c, which stood the whole body of it together in vi~w for 
several hours together .after the 11re had taken it, without flamcs, (I supPQSc 
because the tifuber was such solid oak), in a bright shining coal, as if i~hadb~n 
a,p,uace of gold, or a great lluilding of b~rn~hcd brass." 

;nllrl~g Monday, the 4th, the fire cxtende~as far as tJte Middle Temple west
war41\, andTowcr Street eastwards, inclUding, bcsides the streets already mmitimtUl, 
,all Flect ~rJc~ the Old Bailey, ~lidgatc Hill, Warwick Lane, Ne'ltate, Pwttl's 
i9~b1. ,,! atling ~tre~t, Tha.Irie8~heet, and Billingsgate; the IItthiesof'Pa1!lI's 
,~)!~g"s,aYB i ;F;,ve}yp" "~kp grenatloes," its .melting lea~flowiVg throu!rh' .,~e 
atl'OOts,in a stJ,'cllom. the pa~cmcnta evcriwhei'e «lllowiiiir with neftf'tediiesr.~IU 
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no horse or man was able to tread on them," and tHe east wind all the Hme 
still driving the flames imp~tuously forward. « But," writes the reverend g -
tleman before mentioned, " the great fury of the fire was in the broader streets; 
in the midst of the night it was come down to CornhHl, and laid it in the dust, 
and runs along by the Stocks, and there meets with another fire, which came 
down Threadneedle Street; a little further with another, whieh came up from 
Walbrook; a little further with another, which came up from Bucklcl'shufY: and 
~U these four, joining together, break into one great flame at the corner of 
Cheapside, with such a dazzling light and burning heat, and roaring noise by the 
fall of so m~ny~ouscs together, that was very amazing." 

By Tuesday, the 5th, the fire had· reached the end of Fetter Lane in Holborn, 
and the entrance of Smithfield. But now the ,vind somewhat abated, and the 
spirits of the peo¢e tose in a still greater proportion. Instead of pulling down 
houses by " engines," as th y ha4 before done, gunpowder was used, which SOOll 

produced gaps too wide to be ov~r1e!ped by the fire; a measure that, according 
to Evelyn, "some stout seamen proposed early enough to ha. e saved ncar the 
wh~e city; but this sqme tenacious "and avaricious men, a.lderrden, &c., wOllld 
not permit, because their houses must have been of the £;st." Abou~ noon 
the ftu.y of the flames began sensibly to abate in most parts, although they 
burned as fiercely as ever towards Cripplegate and tfe ."ower. But the fire 
WIUl gradually checked here also by the same means. ~ 
• On th~ 6th Pepys was once more waked by "n~w cries of fire," a species of 

alarm that continucJ. for some d~ys·to distract the attention of the miserable 
po}luiation when the great conflagration was dying away among the ruiBs it had 
made. He was, however, able to walk through QIlle ef thfl rrincipa1.streets; and 
OIl the .7th \is fellow diarist took a still lon~er and more careful survey .• the 
description of the scene which met his eye appears to us one of the most painfully 
in tin ict.urca of desolation;'o ever read. "I went this momin on foot 
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Hill, by St. Paul's, Cheapside, Exchange, Bishopsgate, Aldersgate, andou,t to 
Moorfields, thence throug1; Cornhill, &c., with extraordinary difficulty, clamb('rillg 
over hea}lS of yc"tsmoking ru bbish, and frequently mistaking where I was. The 
ground uncdl'm! fee~ so hot that it even burnt the soles (}f my shoes. 
At my return i was infinitely concerned to find that go~dly church, St, ~)aurs, 
now a sad ruin, and that teautiful portico (for structure compurab'c to any in 
};U1'ope, as not long before epaired by the late King) now rent in pieces, flakes 
of vast stone split asunder, a11l1 nothing remaining entire. but the inscription in 
the arc}Vtrave, showing hy whom it was built, which hau not one letter of it 
defaceu. It was astonishing to,'>ce what immcnse stones the heat had in a nl'ltllIlen 
calcined, so that all the ornanronts. columns, friezes, caI)itals, and projectures of 
massy Portland stone flew off,' even to the vffy roof, whcre a shect of leau cov~r
iug a grcat space (no less than six',acres by ,measure) was totally melteu; the 
ruins of' the vaulted roof fallillg broke into St. Faith's, which bcing filled with 
the magazines of books belonging to the stati~ncrs, and carried thither for safdy, 
they were all consumed, burning for a week following ..... Th{f1'c lay in ashes 
that most venerable chUl'ch, one of the most ancient vie res of' carly -piety in the 
'Chr~stifln world, besidm; neal IOQ more; the lead, iron-work, befts, }Jlate, &c., 
melted; the exquisitely wrought Mercers' Chapel. the, :ru'lnptuous }hchangc, 
the august fabric of' Christ Church, all the rest of the Com panics' lIalls, splenuid 
buildings, arches, entric's, all in dust; the fOl111tuiJ1l~ dried up and ruined, whilst 
the very watcr remained boiling; sU"btcrrane<ln cellars, wells, anu 
dungeons, formcrly warehouses, still burning in stench amI dark clou<ls of smoke, 
so that in eve or six miles traversing about I diu not sec one load of timber un
consumed, nor IWlny stoncs but what were· calcined white as snow. The peoplc 
who now walked ahout, the ruins appeared like men in somc dismal desert, or 
l'ather in some great,city wasted hy a cruel encmy; to whieh was addeu the ~tellch 
that came from some poor creatures' bodies, beds, and other combustible goods. 
Sir Thomas Gresham's statue, though fallen fl;om its nich~ inl' the Royal 
Exchange. remained entire when all thosc of the Kings since the Conquest were 
broken to l)icces; also the Standard in Cornhill and Queen Elizabeth's effigies, 
with some arms on Ludgate, continued with but little detrim~nt, whilst the vast 
iron chain» of the city stl'eets, hinges, bars, and gates of prisons wore many of 
them melted and reduced to cinders by thCtvent!mcnt heat. Nor was I yet able 
to pass through allY of the narrower streets, but kept the widest: the ground and 
air, smoke, and itcry vapour continued IjO intense that my hair was almost sin~ed, 
and~y feetunsufferably surbated.* The by lanes and narrower streets were quite 
filled up with rubtish, nor could anyone have possibly known where he w[s but 
by,t~~rlJins of some church or hall that had some remarkable tower or pinnacle 
l·cmalnll~g. I ~hen wimt'towards Islington and Highgate, where one might have 
SC(lll,two, hundrcdthousand people of all ranks and degrees dispe.·s,ed .aMl 
Iyi"", . along by their heaps of' what they c<1'.lld save from the firc,deploring ,their 
lollf4,ji.~ ,thou,gh ready to perish for hungel' ~d destitution, y¢not asl<i1,\g()n~ 
pCIf11Y" J.brlcl~f. whi.ch tem9 a.ppeared a stranger sight tAAn,any I..AA,(i )l4Jt 

~hqld.."Jfls>~je8ty<l\Ild CQuncilt>indc~, tookallilnagill&blc ~,~ ,their 
~»-ef l?¥.,p ... ~la.~a~n for the coqUuyto come in alld rcfr~ them~~,'PJ~i", 
_s~'n JpU.~,JDi~ ()r,~u tbAA ~a\~typa c:®fu~i8U thcr~ilV.,;~l't9W~W .. ' 
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an alarm begun that the French and Dutch, with whom. \Ve were in hostility, werE 
not only landed, but even entering the city. Ther! was in trutA some dafs 
before great suspicion of those two nations joining. and now thattherhad been 
the occasion of firing the town. This rcpa.t did so terrify, that· <ftI a sudden 
there.waS such an uprear and tumult that they rlll1 from their O"odtls,' and taking .. _ . t:! - , 

what we~p~s they could come at, they coul~not be "opped from falling on some 
of those nabons whom they casually met, WIthout sen\e or reason. The clamour 
and }ferit grew so ex~essive that it made the whole court amazed, and they did 
with infinite pains and great difficulty reduce and apl)ease the peoplQ, sending 
tooops of soldiers and guards tu cause them to.rll6til·e into the fields again, where 
they were watcheu all this night. I left them·.]l~etty quiet, and came home 
slTfficiently weary and broken." From the inscription on the north siue of the 
Monument it aJlpears that the 'utal mTIQtmt of destruction was H eighty-nine 
churches, the City gates, GuildhaJl, many public structures, hospitals. schools, 
librar~es, a vast number of statel y edifices, thirteen thousand two hundred dwell
ing-houses, fo!r hunureu streets; of tw~nty-six wards it utterly destroyed fifteen, 
and left eight others shattered and half hurnt. The ruins of the City were fOUl: 

hundred and hil'tr-six acres frolll the Tower by thc Thames sidc to thc TCJIlple 
Church, ood from t~<!porth-east gate along the City Wall to Holborn Bridge. 
To the estates and fortunes of the cit.izens it was merciless, but to their lives very 

, > 

fa,:ourahle (only eight hein~ lost), that it might ill all things rescmble thc last 
contIagration of the wOl·1U.""·The limits of the fire may bc thus traced :-Temple 
Chureh, Holborn Bridge, Pye COl'nCl', Smithfield, Aldersgate, Cripplegate, near 
thc end of Coleman Street. at thc cud of Basing-hall Street by the Postern, at the 
upper end of Bishopsgate Street, in i-eadenhall Strect, 1' y the 1itandard in Corn
hill, at thc Church in Fcnchurch Street, by thc Clothworkers' Hall, at the middle 
of Mark Lane. and at the Tower Dock. The part of tq,e City left standing 
within the walls contained eleven lJarishes, occupying an area of seventy-five 
ncres. AnI? thv; was all tha\. the Great Fire had left of I ... ondon! A table of 
estimates of the loss is given in Maitland's' History,' which amounts to nearly 
elm)en millions. 

We have secn from the preceding extraets that the King and his brother ex
ertcd thcmselvcs greatly in endeavouring to ehcck the progress of the fire, to 
1,reserve as far as possible somell'!ill~ like order in the midst of so much inevit
able confusion, and to amcliorate the unhappy condition of th(~inhabitalltsthus 
suddenly deprived of their homcs, >:llld dispcrsed through the· open country, 
"several miles in circle, somc under tents, some under miserablehuy and . .. 
hove.; many without a rag or any necessary utensils, bed or board; who, fr~m 
delieatenCtHl, riches, and every accommodation in stat<.-iy and well-ful!l1iehed 
houses, wel'enow reduced to extremest poverty and mi~ry:" t \n a manuscript 
ftotn the~tary'8 office, quoted hy Dr. Echard,)n his' History of England,' 
we -have a picture of the " mel'1'yJ mtnarch" which> places him in a veryfaYour
able light. I< All o,~the imme~liato hand of God, and bless the g~ne88 > of 
tlte King; who made the round. of the fire uBuall~ tw~e every da,. l\Jld for many 
houl'S togeftter, on horsebac:Itand on foot, ge.veorclers fOl p1ltAihg the work'by 
tlt,teateamgsfdesires, exatiiple, and good store of moncy,\Vhiehhe him.elf~lii. 
trilriPdtethe-workers out ofa' h\tndred~J>Onnd bag; which :l1ecarriedwith clfun 

"FI'01II the trau.Wiou of the La'tbdu.crlptloo >givill1'h, M'aitW,,1. 
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for that putpOsc." COl1&uct likc this was calcula.ted to Mtract the pOpUllll' 
f:vour, as it ~e~erved; am! the poets were not slow in commemorating it in verse 
sufficiently R~.nel:JYrical, whatever other defects it might exhibit. Here is one 
specimen from; The eonilagration ~f London ,Voetically Delineated, by Sir J. L.; 
Knight and Earonet, 1667,' whieh must make the most !Serious smile, in'spitll 
~f the awful nature of the s\bjcct :-

"IIere Cresur comes, with [mellet" l:n his eyes, 
Andj'atllf'r in his /teart. COWl', come, he cries, 
Lr~t '8 make one onset more. The scatter'd troops 
A t his word raf,y lllld retrieve their hopes: 
'rhe rl'hel Qal~'~~s, they say, felt Cha~l('s was there. 
And, 811C'aking hack, grew talll~r than tll(')" were: 
So that, no (louiJt, wetc' Fales to he defeatL'd 
By man, the (~ity's fH,ttl had then l~('treat('(L 
But loyalty hefriends the f\;ulles.< Their own 
Dangers lIp~le<:t('d, thine affrig'hts. Alonl' ! 
Alol1('! df'ar Sir, It't's fall, th('y cried aloud, 
Aud JI!l7.al'll lIot three Jdngdonls in a crowd." 

Wo return to more serious matters. The origin of so awful a calamity was of 
course the very firRt object that engaged the attention ofdh~ King anti the Par
liament after the lapse of the first few anxious d;tys. A Committee was ap
}Jointed on the 25th of' the same month. The reilOrt was made on the 22q or 
January following, by Sir Richard Brook, chairman, who stated that they 
had received "many considerable informations from divers credible persons 
about the matter," which they now laid bvfore the House. The first evidenee 
waS t. a letter fr6'111 Alanson," of the 23rd of August, 1666, New Style, writ
ten from one Dural to a gentleman lodging in the house of one of the ministers 
of the French Crown in London, called Monsieur Herault: these were the ex
pr{~ssions, :-" They acquaint me with the truth of certain news which is commoit 
in this country, that a fire fi'om Heaven is f'allan upon a city caLled Belke, 
situated on the side of the river of Thames,' where a worhl of 1)eoI)1e have been 
killed and burnt, and houses also consumed: which seemed a word of cabal, 
cast out by some that were knowing, and others that mighttbe ignorant of the 
signi'fi~ation of it." Mrs. Elizabeth Styles inforrped the Committee that a French 
servant of Sir Vere Fan had said to her in ~prh last, « You English maids will 
like the Frcnchnfcn bettcr when there is not a house left between Temple Bar 
and London Bridge;" and, on her answering, H I hop€? yo\\r eyes will never 
see t4a,t," he rel'l\i:ld, H This will come to pass between June and October." 
Woilliam Tinsdale hcard o'ne Fitz-Harris, an Irish Papist, say, about the !egin
ningof July, " there ,~vould be a sad desolation in September, in November a 
Wdrse; in December all ~ould be united into one." Two other witnesses re
ported tonversations of a very. similar nature, « Papists" in each case teing tS.e 
prophets. This was one line of evidence. 'the" next, could it be depended QUi \Vas • ... ery mtc'hmorc to the purpose. This was the confessiotrof "Robert Huber;~/;t)f 
Rcnten itt Nr:ml'lartdy, who tt.ckrrowledged that he was One of, th08ethatfited tl.t!e 
house of Mr; F~el', a baker, itt Pudding Lane:' at tlle iD8tig~ Of,. 
~hen Pil!dloe.whocame out of Franele with him,byputtitlg a fi~-ball,4t~~ 
ihiI,ef 'along pole,· and lighting it 'lritn a preoo df ia~h ~ h«"p~~t 
a 'Window • ' He ,had also, he said, H, TJu:ee.au.d"twetlty coiopU~. ,WA~f 
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Piedtoe was the cihlef.'· Mr. Graves, a French mc.hant, living in St. Mary 
Axe, declared he knew Hubert to llC "fit for any·villanous) ent~l;prise," arrd 
that, having visited him in gaol, the latter had confessed hjms.l(~ilt~, rema.rk
ing he had not done it "out of a\lY malice to the EngJish nation;' but from a 
!lesir\! of reward," whil!h Piedloe had promised him 011 his return to l':rancc. "It 
is obsel~able," ~'?lJlarks the r~~pol't, .. that this J4serable creature, who con
fesse<1 hmrself beiore the COlllnllttce to be a Protestant, was a Papist alltl died 
so." The well-infor9ned Mr. (haves was also aC<luainteu with Pil'uloe, who was 
" a lery deboist (uebaudwd) person, aml uVt to any wickeu d(~sib~l." The 
h1ker, Farryner, being' cxamim~d, saiu it wa. ftlllpossiille any fire could happcn 
iI, his house by a~cidcllt; for he had, as l)('fol·c-.l)lII.'IHionerl. after twelve of the 
c1oel~ that night, gone through every l'oom.thl'l'l'of, aml found no fire hut in tine 
chimney, where the room was pateu with.IJl·iet,s, which fhe he dilig-ently ralwd 
up in embers. I,ast.ly, Hubert "I"as sent unuer g'uard to "sce if he coulu find 
out tlte l'tal'e where h(' threw the iil'dlall," whieh he diti'with perfeet accuracy . 
The third sl~('ies of ('vidence related to the fireballs nuu other ('om hustihle 
matter said '0 he thrown into various houses during the days: Daniel Weyr 
l11anset, Esq., "sa~ _ a man apprehendet\ llelLl' the Temple.· with his Jl~ckets 
stuffed ,,~th com 111lsUblc matter," Dr . .l olin Parker saw sOllle" eomllUstiLle 
matter" thrown into a shop \n the Old Bailey; .. tlwreupoh he saw a great smoke 
and smelt a smell of hrirns~'one." Three witnesses all agrced that they saw II. 

person flinging something j;lto a house ncar St. Antholinc's chureh, and that 
thereupon the house was Oil fire .... and when this was done there was no fire 
ncar the place. Testimony of a sl.mewhat. similar lIaturc was offered by other 
persons. lAastly, Mr. };'rceman, of Southwark, brewer, found i!l his house, which 
had bcen lately burnt, about a quarter of an hour before that happened. a lJaper 
)vith· a ball of wild-fire in the nave of a wheel; and Mr. Hi.hard Harwood. being 
ncar the ~eathers tavern, by St. 1'aul'!!, on the 4 th of Septemher, "saw some
thing through It grate in a cellar, like wild-fire; l,y the sparkling and spitting' of 
it he could judge it to he no other; whereupon he gave notice of it to some sol
dicrs that werc Ileal' the lliace, who caused it to be quenched." Thu!! far the first 
l·cport. Addition§ were suhsequently made of a similar, hut certainly not more 
trustworthy, character. Then f~Vows the report of the" Committee appointed to . 
certify infonnation touching the ins~leney of Popish priests and Jesuits, and the 
increase of Popery." The very hcad:ng of this last report s~ws the animus of 
tne thou Parlianamt; 'yet the ComtTlittec of that House, in ma1dng the report 
bcfdrc mentioned, (ifler no decided opinion of tlteir own. This ivsurcly a sigpificant 
fact.· Hubert may have fired the house; there mety have been wicked, J!UII
c1iil3~oUll, and discontented individuals who endeavoured \0 increase the-horrors 
~r tlit;tifUe 'in t~e modes described in the evi<lcnce; yelho~ mue, of this evidence 
rYtight not be explain('d by the goneral excitement. of mind in which all the,wit
ti.~1l must have l'a.r.ticipated, ,~d'by the important remark of Pepys alreidy 
~li8i~il5ed·. coitOOrhing the .. sho"er of fire-drops," which he expl'css., say. set 
~ie ; ttJ 'hd\ifdswbieh theconfiagl"ation had not reache.t! But, at all ~t!nt8, that, Do 
fa.'rge !fotly"ofpeople, whether foreigners or'Papists, werfJ collcorrted in the affair, 
rM,~tott~ to bepartly' pto\1ed by the voryabsence of Buch a. chatge !futlie 

. ~~eti ~pbi't; ' but still ni~re by the fi&cta ·that, first; it iJimpomble ;fK> 
l~rliO""""p.pistJir tho bodychlefly suspected, could have \>ccn beoefited by 
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thetleatruction ·of the tne~opolis of their country jand secondly, that • flO altempt 
oj' 4WY kind if'pears to MV4' heM made b!1 any parl!/, when-on the hypdthesisofi 
their guilt-;;"successhad rewarded their atrocious efforts, andthoy had only to 
reap~he ha1'.I$t ttey sl<;sired. As to Hubert, although, according to Clarendon, 
neither the judge no; any person present at his trial believed his story, .ootalJ. 
saw that he'w~ a poor dis~:acted wretch, weary of his life, and anxious to part 
with it, yet the jury found l1im guilty, and the King and the( judge~, <notwith
standing their conviction of' his insanity, allowed him to bq executed! . " Yt was 
soon after complained of," says Bishop Kennet, in his 'History of England: 
"that Hubert was not sufficient}y examined who set him to work, or who joind. ' 
with him." And Mr. Hawlc~, iJ1 his remarks u1KIO Fitz-Harris's trial, is bold to 
say.that, "the Commons resolving to examine-Hubert upon that matter next day, 
Hubert was hanged before the hous~. sate, awl so could tell no further tales." 
We must add one still more important piece of evidence. Maitland· says that 
" Lawrence Petcrson, the master of'the ship that brought Hubcrt over, uppn his 
examination some time after, dcclared that the said Hubert did ntt land tilt two 

d,ays after the fire." The truth appears to be that Hubert was insane; and yet 
the poor creature )"as executed! This is dreadful work to have taken place in 
Engl~nd only one hundred and seventy-five years ago. qUor docs it. seem to 
have been done as a sacrifice to the popular frenzy. It is statcd in the' Pictorial 

• 
En~and,'t and we find no evidence to the contrary, ';hat "to the lasting honour 
of' the I~ondon populacc, desperate and bewildered as they were, and mad with 
(lxcitement, they shed no hlood, leaving sueh iniquities to he perpetrated hy 
the fabricators of Popish plots, the Parliamel!t. and the judges." It is gratifying 
to be able to ad~, from the same authority, that during this unhappy period 
",acts of Christian charity were IlerforlTleu on all siues. old animosities were 
mutually forgotten, l]othing was remcml)el'eu but the present desolatiol~ all 
kinds of people exprcssing a marvellous charity toward~ thosc who appcared to' 
be undone." 

In addition to the distress and alarm felt '\.o,y all dUl'ing the fire, and the loss 
and physical privations it entailed for some time on the greater part of the popu
lation, it left an immense 'amount of difficulty and trou hIe behind in connexion 
with the a.rrangements necessary for the )·ebuilding. The King and the Government 
had now a painful duty to I)erfoml. On the oUlt huhd, they saw the necessity of pre
venting Q new Lo.-don from arising on the ruins of the old, liable to all the samc 
dangers and inconveniences; and, in an aft'ai.r of such magnitud.e, somc little time 
forcc.nsi.dcration was indispensahle :-on the other, they behefd two hundred thousa.nd 
periion:bivouacking without thcruins of their late homes, all clamorous fot' the 
re-erectjon of their dwcllings, shops, and warehouses, and who, in thcir extremity; 
wereuDwilling \0 listen .t\) any schemes of amelioration which should CiiuSe'" 
single day'. delay. There was also the very delicate task to perform: of P'arerun! 
restnriag, to each person his o,,-it land or situftidn, for the general destrl1ctimih'li.tl; 
erased sO,.p,ta.nl' of the ordinary marks that oflitial superv'ision and c6ntidr,UrC 
indiapcltsablei.This part of th" business was intrusted to aco,urt'9rtJQdtriaf'lit~~' 
couistillr ohlte ptiRC'ip,al judges, wOo fortunately gave suC} gcncral';tftLtrsf~Jijiil 
thtt the·OitYidLusedi·-aU··theiTPorttait.a to' be painted .. "AIJ·'tol.tli~ :r~~~iY~;' 
.~ -.wu, .. t< h~d '\tho ccsuldha'v~' ltDa'tiledttheXirig *i~lu)dt<'~li(j!W"~1rl' 

P&~ &3'7.W 'viii. p.' 8IlO'. 
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whatever mealurcs were required for the safety and sp ndour of the De\V metro-
polis. When Evelyn, who formed a plan for the re~ilding, took CharI 
a few days after th fire, he found Sir Christopher Wren had beell fore him; 
and 'We cannot but observe that. thero wa somethin~ .• more tba1. ordinarily 
r maWea in the foot that an architect of Wren's g~nius sJlould ha\'e ap

eared at ~o })recise moment that he was so muc. wanted, and when 8uch a 
• • r ~ , 

A. The 110.01 BoehMg.. I 
!II. i'oatOn'lce. 

• \ !. Excise om..,. 
D. Mint. 

• 

• (Wren'. Plan ror rebuildIng the CIty.) 

(Tho .haded part .ho .... tbo extent of tho Fire.) 

E. Insurance Omce. 
F. Goldsmith ... 
G. Guildhall. 
11. St. P.,,!' •. I

T. Doctors' Commons. _ \ 
K. Wood Market. 
J~. Custom UOllJC. 
ltf. 1'1 ....... 

• 
N. Market. 
t (''l,urch.,. 
~ Continuation of London 

Wall • 

stupendous work offered fo~ the .p,evelopment of his powers. Prior to the 

, 

time of the Fire he was employed upon the restoration of t. Paul's, (which 
he had. of course. afterwards entirely to rebuild,) and in the erection of somo 
othcr public edifices; but as yet he had comIlleted nothing; and this is pretty 
well all we know, except bY'~nt renee, of his architectural reputation in 
1666. From the account publisheu by his son in the (Pare~aloia,' it appears 
that ho was now." appointed surv~yor-gclleral and principal u.rchitect for re
building the whore City; the cathe~ral church of St. Paul, all the par~~al 
ch1uiPC$ (in number fifty-one, enacted by Parliament, in lieu· of those th.:t were 
burnt and demolished), with other public structures; aT¥l for the disposition' of . 
the streebl ... '. He took to assist him Mr. Robert Ho k, ·professor of geometry 
i Grcsham Colleg<', to whom he assiglled the business of meas~ring, adjusting, 
and aetting out the ground of the f r.ate street hol1ses to the several proprietori, 
I1ll$cUi~ all the public works t<dtis own peculiar CIITP. and direction •...• 
o1;c1e~ therefore to a proper reforma.tion, W ron ( unuant to ,die ~yal eom.· 

nd). itpapediately fter the fire, took an cxa~t surv~ of ·thp wlfo1e area. aod 
~ ~ of tho burning, having traced over with great trouble aDd buud 
a<;:'/T'lIii..,..-;-;-'n f!,f bes and ruina; a.qd de igned II. lan or model of a ne ',. 

deformity and inconveniences of the old tQwP were remedied, by the 
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. enlarging the streets and anes, and carrying them as near pa.rallel to one another 
ae might»e l avoiding, if mpatible with greater conveniences, all &cute anglcS; 
by seating~-all '· the parochial churches conspicuous and insular; by forming the 
most publi(Y~p!accli int.? large piazzas, the centre of (six or) eight ways; by uniting 
the halls of tho twelve' c'bief companies into on'e regular sqvare annexed,r to Guild
hall; by making a quay 0-. the whole bank of the ril'er, from Dlac'Jtlti:Iars to th"p. 

..-'fower .... The streets t~ be of three magnitudes; the threed>rincip!d leading" 
straight through the City, and one or two cross stroets, to be at least n~netJ feet " 
wide; otpers sixty feet; and lanes about thirty feet, ~C' 'cluding all narrow 
dark aUey without thoroughf~res and courts," Evelyn's plan, we may' h~rer • 
observe. also included se~eralr piazzas of vari~us forms, one of which would 
have formed an oval, with (SL Paul's in the centre, It dillhred from Wre!1's 
chiefly in proposing a street from tile churc9 of St, Dunstan's ' in the East 
to the cathedral, and in having no qu~y or terrace along the river. 

"Thoopracticability of this scheme," continues the author of the (Parentalia,' 
"without )0 s to any man or infringement of any property, wa at~ thaC time 
~emonstrated, and all material objections fully weighed flnd answered. Tho 
ouly, and as it· hu.ppened insurmoulltable, difficulty remaining, was (~he obstinate " 
averscness of great part of the citizens to alter their old pl'Gy.:!rties, and to recede 
from building their houses again on the old ground and foundations; as also tho 
distrust in many, and unwillingness to give up their p,).'operties, though for a time 
on y, into the hands of public trustees 01' commissioq rs, till thoy might be dis
pens J to thom again, with more advanjage to themselves than otherwise was 
po sible to be effected." Thus (C tho opportunity in a great degree was lost of 
making the now c~ty the most magnificent, ds well as commodious for health and 
trade, of any upon earth,"· The best, however, was done undol' the circum-
8tanres that could be done; and the result was that, when London was l'ebliilt, 
which was accomplished in an almost incredibly short space of time (ten thousahd.. 
houses bing rected in tho first four years), it was found little mor convenient 
than before, hut a good d a1 more magnificevt as fa\; as the pu blic buildings were 
concerned. and, 'being built of brick and stono, altogether infinitely more sa£' . 
It appears also to have be{'ome ill th transformation more healthy; the plague, 
whirh the year bofore had carried off one hundr~ thousand persons, !1isappeared 
frO\o that time. 

Instead of the present Monument, which was commenced in 1671 and completed 
in I M7, one art r the d sign her \ shown was proposed by Sir Christopher, and 
it l\n.Pnfortunate that the authorities could not be convinced ot'its superior fitncBB 
for the object desITed. It was of somewhat less proportion than the existing 
Monument, namely, "t'oul'teen feet in diameter, and after a peculiar device; far, 
as tho Romans e. pI' Sl;edll'in l'elievo on the })edostals and round th\.l sbafta of their 
colllmns the history of' such actions and incidents as were intended to bt> there 

mmemorated, so this monument of the tfol'lflagration and restoration 
City of London was represented by a pillar ill flames; tlJe Hames bluiaI 
the loop-holeS of the shaft (which wero to give light to the stairs • ) 

red in brus-vork gjlt; and' on tge top was a phreni rising 
gilt likewise." Not only was this most happy, 

'# design rejected, but in that which fpllowed all aletnJ"'-
• W_'. Pareatalia, p. 269. 
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. edly injurious to its effect. and in opposition to 1 c architect's wiahel. 
bad proJKMl8d. to place a colossal statue in brass gilt f the Kin~ as foqader 

• 
• • 

• • 

the new city, on the top of the pm r, or lae a figure 
erect of a woman crowned with" turr , hold:Qlg • 
sword and cap of maintenance, with.~$er ensign. of 
the City's grandeur ant re-erection. The flam •• 
however, we suppose, , leased the learned perso 
who sat in judgment, though the design of which they 

. formed so characteristic a feature did not : so, like 
other architectural ~\l~bres nearer our own day, they 
cut off the feature fr~JT! where it was appropriate, 
and pIa ed it w}Y:)re it was not-hence the gilt bunch, 

• reprc!i.entative df flames, of the present structure. On 
the coptpletion of the Monument, the genius of Cib
her, the well-known sculptor of the figures . r the two 
lunatics on the gates of old Bethlehem Hospital, was 

• put in requisition to decorate the front p::a.rt of the 
pedestal with an em blematical representation of th<'!' 
destruction and r~stora.tion of the City. It is· not, 
however, ono of the happiest of his efforts. The 
york is in alto and bas-r lief, and contains numerous 

figures, symbols, and decorations. We have already 
transcribed a portion of the inscription on the north 
side of tho Monumont; that on tho south commemo
rates · what ';as dono for the improvement of London 
in its rebuilding; another, on tho east, the names of 
the Mayors of London who helti office during its erec
tion; and beneath this was originally a fourth, as
eribin$ the fire to the" treachery and malice of the 
Popish faction;" which was cut away in the reign 

of James, then restored in deep characters duril1g t}lat of William II!., and 
again erased a lew years ag9 by a vote of the Corporation. Our readers are 
of course aware that it is ~~ this Pope refers in his famous line where he says 
the Monument, ,... 

.. Like a tall hully, lif", it~ ~caq 1'4 FeB." J' 

• In conclusion, -it may be observed that Wren's plan would undoubtedly r e 
tee.red. f,(\ us both of the two gTcat objccts whieh should be s9ught in all,. r Me

litan improvements, namely-complete and universal u interrupted com!Du
,··<\iI .... iDn between aU parts, and the increa.se of architec u~l beauty. But' it not 

ibrgotten. whilst the fallure of that plan is being regretted. that it may 
.. l'.WINI..,W4 ;,,10 effect in aU its ~ssential feature ? We do not mc~ to lay 

........ III.CM ever be brought to .. correspond with the design shown in our 
Two or ree great lines of COUIil unieation from ,. e end of 

f,JIiII ... l"',ltlle of:Jaer; streets broad in proportia., to heir use, aad be BarrO 

ealtb or convenience; a quay along die "'auk of the ri 
_1Iti~iIf p.bJle .tructurel, that ia to lay those 'Worthy ofeuch diltiI'Detjjqj 



with regard to the first two points; we 
side of the pleasantest, because moat" 

to the better display of our publi~ 
tho itbprovements made around the MMi 

~llin;m1r tlrallnnl1' was taked as the commencement of a good weSt 

" 

e area around the same architect's greatest work, *' Pau 'I. sh&tl 
more important fruit. . 

, ( f 
( t, 

F D OF VOl. I. 







d.i_lII1r lIIIIIlaioo ! 
,.a..ce .till remalna;' 

Beauty wthollt propoJtion reign&. 
lII!IIeatII hi. eye declinIDg art revl ~ 
~e 'II1I\I. with aolmaW!l picto""" live, 
llere Hao~ strike. ~ atrinl!l-'lhe meItSiIg 
~ tile soul, ..m tbriJb throullll "'''''Y 
~ o~ I edter ~t with cleaner a1l<le1), 

. Fot lIorlingtOJl" beloved by eve~' MUIfl. • 
Sir WOIIIIID Chamoon'hu de8cribed the mansion u .. OM 01 tile t1n~ • 

• )?leceI of ImlhitectuJ'e In Euro~» ""behind an old brIoIt ... III J'I--
dilly," Pennant, ho_ col\ Iders that "the lnierior, bum on the 

. \ JIIIldt,I, of Palladio. jIdlIp more to the clj~ of baJ:dy. aud 
• to the -.>aukB of or the llrent.., than to tho ]'hamee, gloomy 

i and desUtute of clleerlUlneaa." . 
• Lori Burling n 1763. when. ~e Utle becam xtinct, and' 

• :Burll.ngton.house sed to tho Duke of DevQushlre. Several alteraUons 
i : 

.~ 
" 



'~!!:~'~~!~~*~~~as~f!iar .. it is of Weat-'I rous waste extending round a smal convent, 
Dr.I, built apon· bigbt'st elevalion, a Andy gravellYlOiI, overrun 
Witl brian and rD8 at the eastern extremity of a low marshy 
u.ot, frEquently- i fA by the IwoUen ThalDee." «nere the 
nul. i 1&,,811 hie pain\l'd limbB in w~ten tbat were lUI an un, 
ttQve'lled sea· to b .. frail corat:le! here tbe Roman knelt to the 
"<"lI 10 wh e idol temple bas given placo to the Church of the true 
God, Iitllcted on 1ts si ; here the Saxen watcbed, fenrfu! to' belfold 
each· bear with it lhe galley pf th Dan!', uotil tFte pirale North· 
mao came and drove b'tm fortb. 'fhe lone hut of the barbariao 
tile fire·wasted timbered honlC of the middle ages a.re supplanted 

the Ioog view of tiel stout stone and brick of modern· days ; eac~ 
is big with ~e memories of the great and good. ~re 

the throne to hich the thr e kingdoms bow; and'it 
!"I>,I""ili .... t v Is are the conies oc which the sun sets not, in lhe 

i.lnnds of the W anci the spioy provinces of the golden 
The tn.nsitiQ(\ is' of ~Jlnders, but i./. may be daub d if 

they are more tban a i type of tbe wond.ers yet to come" which 
some future historian n pstmioster may ha ,e to record after it 
ceased to be the seat of empirl', tltougb nev p perhaps-as it is about 
the centre of the habitable globc-#o be otber tban the ecntre of the 
lal'g6lt oivilisation world has yet seen, desti. ed hereafter possibly 
to a orb every oth r oivilisation in itself, or be absorbed in a lafger 

that shall embraoe the whole fllmilyoof man. Mr WalCott 
with the past, the future be justly leave to its own historian. 

We ",m take 8 short extraot to show som points in whicl" the 
Westminster of Elizabeth's time resembleJ e Westmioster of our 
time:':" 

• :rollVER CONDITION 'o:r WESTMINSTER. 
'lbe state ohhe parlJh appears to have been Jn08t dlM.atrous and ",relubed ' n 

thlt rcll11l. Certain omu! WCFe t.ken on October 8. 26 Eliz., by Lord Hi 
lei b. Ir William 0e0I1, K.G., and Dean Goodman, that .. no butcher sbon 
ktllin the oolllDlOn Itreet, nor kill a bull unlesl It bad been Ii t batted an 
c~ preeenUy betore the Id.lllng, npon pain of paying 31 4d." 

A. wlee prodamaUon however was IlsuOO-a model for thel" as we fondly 
deem, enlightened tlmel, when mendlcanoy too OrLen is a better craft than honest 
labour, and out-thrives It througb mlotaken benevolenoe; for It was ordered tn 
J &64, .. the xfij dar ot September, that all noabondl and lcItherua, berth 
Easl,.. meu and all manor of Itrangers. tbat haYe no IIlAter, Mould avoid the 
Cete and Suburbe upou greU payn ;" aDd In 1 61 we and tIIat the Cburcb
warden.e" paled for aoertlfyoate made of all the stranDgera wIthin the paryBhe, "Jd. 

The people t~ the oov.rte and alleys, 27 Ellz., were 8tated to .. be for the mOit 
pvt of no trade or mYltery, and become poor, and many of them whollr gIven 
to vice and Idlene88, living in oontompt of all mannor of officers." 

~n U86, durin, tbe spring, Fleetwood, Recouler of London, and otber 
lIIagiatraw, making a seneral 8e.rob, (ound IJ1 J.j,odon leven, In tbe suburbs 
three, III SOIIthwark two, and III Westllllnater lIoUle. kept by receivers of 
(elotos, mulerleu men, and cutl'Ur8el, forty.Aye of whom were known by nlLme, 
wbOl~ praotlce was to rob the chamber. of gentlemen ao4 arUdcen' sbops. Tbese 
haunts of crime wero loon after 8uppreBBed. .. 

Bome of our readers too may learn some!hing of the pI' sent oivii 
govllrnment of Westminstel' from the following paragraph, thouRh 
Col. Mayne and the police have now a great deal more to do with iI; 
than the Duke"of Bucoleuch :-
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