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or diminished. The facds were formed by four stone Arches, with stone pedi-
ments above. The corners of the four faces were suppmted by eight pjeces of
cannon, with iron spikes driven iuto them, and filled up with lead. These looked
like black marble pillars. On the pediments, and in the spaces betwcen them,
ware eight flower-branches of small glass lamps, which, when lighted, looked
extremely brilliant. Above the pediments were four niches in wood, in each of
which was a painting; and over all was a dome, which terminated this inner
structure. The chimneys which proceeded to the top of the Rotunda, was of brick.
'The band of music consisted of a sclect number of performers, vocal and instru-
mental, accompanicd by an organ. The concert befan about seven o’clock, and,
after singing and music, closed about ten. Round the¢ Rotunda, and forming a
I)OI’thll of the building, were forty-seven boxes for the accommodation of the com-
pany, in which they were regaled with tea or*coffee and other refrcshments. In
cach of these boxes was a painting of some droll figure ; and they were lighted
by large bell lamps suspended between them. They were divided by wainscoting
and square pillars. The latter were in front, and, being main timbers, formed
part of the support of the roof. Each pillar was cased, and the front of every
alternate pillar ornamenged from top to bottom with an oblong looking-glass, in
a gilt frame. At the back of cach box was a pair of folding doors, which opened
into the gardens, and were designed for the convenience of passing in and out
without being obliged to usc t;:w grand entrances. Iach of these boxes would
commodiously hold eight persons. The gallery above was fronted with a balustrade
and pillars resembling marble, encircled with festoons of flowers in a spiral form,
surmounted by termini of plaster of Paris. This gallery also contained forty-seven
boxes, lighted like those below. At the distance of twelve boxes from the orchestra,
on the right hand, was the Prince’s box, for the reception of any of the Royal
Family. . It was clegantly hung with paper, and ornamented, in the front with
the' Prince of Wales’s crest. Tho great ceiling of the Rotunda had a stone-
coloured ground on which, at proper intervals, were oval panels, with paintings
of celcstml figures on a sky-bluc ground.  Festoons of flowers, and other
ornaments connected the pancls with some of a smaller size and of a square
form, on which were arabesque ornaments in stone colour, on a dark-brown
ground. From the ceiling hung twcnty-threc chandelicrs, in two circles; cach
chandelier ornamented w1th a gilt coronet, and the candles contamed in scventeen
bell lamps. Twenty chandeliers were in the external circle, and cight in the
internal. On the whole, it might have been said of Ranelagh, that it was one
of those public places of entertainment for convenience, clegance, and grandeur
unsurpdised.

The Rotunda was first opened on the 5th of April, 1742, with a public break-
fast, a species of entertainment that was afterwards suppresse® by act of
Pafliament? as detrimental to society. Morning concerts were also given for
some time at Ranelagh, consisting chieﬂf of selections from oratorios. Musical
performances of a more orlginal and"important character were gradually intro-
duced. We learn from the ¢ Gentleman’s Magazine’ for 1767 that gnethe 13th
of May, “ At Ranelagh House were performed. the much-admireds catches and
glees, selected from the curious collection of the Catch Club; ‘being the first of
the kind publicly exhibited in this o any other kingdom. The entertaiiment



400 LONDON.

consisted of the favounte catches and glees composed by the most eminent
masters of the last and present age, by a considerable number of the best vocal
and lnstmmental performers. The choral and instrumental parts were added, to
give the catches and glees their proper effect in so large an amphitheatre ; being
composed for that purpose by Dr. Arne.” This eminent musician had married
a songstress of distifguished reputation, Miss Cecilia Young. His connexion
with Mr. Tyers began in the year 1745, when his wife appeared at Vauxhall, and
he himself became principal composer there. Although we do not find the fact
expressly stated, it is highly probable that Dr. Arne was concerned in the musical
performance at Vauxhall in $749, which we find thus recorded in the < Gentle-
man’s Magazine — April 95, 1749, was pcrformed at Vauxhall Gardens the
rehearsal of the music for the fireworks (to be given in St. James’s Park on the
29th), by a band of 100 musiciars, to an‘audience of above 12,000 persons:
tickets 2s. 64. So great a resort occasioned such a stoppage on London Bridge
that no carriage could pass for three hours.” The morning entertainments soon
gave place to those of the evening—a period of the day more congenial to such
enjoyments which were occasionally enhanced by the exhibition of fire-works on
a‘very magmﬁcent scale, accompanied by mimic roprcscntatlons of an eruption of
Mount Etna, and other natural phenomena, similar to that we have seen recently
revived at the Surrey Zoological Gardens.

- Lastly, masquerades were introduced, and gave a new, but not very honour-
able or permanently uscful, interest to Ranclagh. It is after a masquerade at
Ranelagh that the ruin of one of Fielding's female characters in ¢ Amelia’ is
accomplished, and Amelia herself is destined to a similar fate under similar cir-
cumstances, when she is happlly warned of her danger. But the most interesting
record we posscss conc erning the masquerades of Ranclagh is to be found in a
satirical paper in .the ‘Connoisseur,” where the writer, having referred to a
celebrated lady who had a few years before attempted to introduce a new spec‘ies
of masquerade, by lopping off the exuberance of dress, and appearing in the
character of Iphigenia undressed for the sacrifice, contlnues, ¢ What the above-
mentioned lady had the hardiness to attempt alone will (I am assured) We set
on foot by our persons of fashion as soon as the hot days come in. Ranelagh is
the place pitched upon for their meeting, where it is proposed to have a mas-
querade al fresco. . . . . One sct of ladies, I'am told, intend to personate water-
nymphs bathing in the canal ; three sisters, celebrated for their charms, design
to appear together as the three Graces ; and a certain lady of quality, who most
resembles the goddess of beauty, is now practising, from a medel of the noted
statue of Venus de Medicis, the most striking attitudes for that character. As

_to the gentlemen, they may most of them represent very suitably the half-brutal
. forms of Satyrs, Pans, Fauns, and Centaurs, &c. . . . If this scheme for a naked
'masquerade should meet with encouragement (as there is no deabt but:it
~must), it is proposed to improve it still “farther. Persons of fashion cannot -but.
_lament that there are no diversions allotted to Sunday, except the card-table ;
and they qan never enough regret that the Sunday evening's tea-drinkings at
Ranelagh were laid aside, from @ superstitious regard to religion. They there-
fore intend to have a particular sort of masquerade on that day, in which they
may show their taste by ridiculing all the ‘©ld women's tales contained in that
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idle book of fables, the Bible, while the vulgar are devoutly attending to them
at church. This indeed is not without a parallel W#e have had an instance
already of an Eve; and, by borrowing the serpent in Orpheus and Euryﬂlce, we
might have the whole story of the Fall of Man exhibited in a masquerade. 2

. Buts after all, the chief amusement of Ranelagh was the promenading round
the circular area of the Rotunda, to sce and be scen; and a very dull sort of
amusement it must have proved, when the gloss of novelty had worn off, to all
that numerous class of «visitants who were unable to appreciate the music, which
‘played at intervals through the whole evening, and who had no claim tobe con-
sidered as members of the fashionable world. “ Then again, there ’s your famous
Ranelagh that you make such a fuss about,” shys, Captain Mirvan, in Miss
Burney’s novel of * Evelina ;5 “ why’, what a dull place is that!”

¢ Ranelagh dull!—Ranelagh dull!" was,echoed from mouth to mouth; and
the ladies, as of one accord, regarded the Captain with looks of the most ironical
contempt.

« < As to Ranelagh,” said Mr. Lovel, ‘most indubitably, though the price is
plebeian, it is by no means adapted to the plebeian taste. It requires a certain,
.acquaintance with high life, and—and—and something of—of-—something diun
vrai goiit, to be really®sensible of its merit. Those whose—whose connexions,
and so forth, are not among leg gens comme il faut, can feel nothing but ennwur at
“such a place as Ranelagh.”” ! ‘

This passage gives us an extellent idea of the chief attraction of Ranelagh ;
and the poet Bloomfield, in somne amusing verses written about the period of its
fall, thus good-humouredly ridicules the empty, unmecaning character of the
entertainments :—

“To Ranelagh once in my life
By good-natur’d force I was driven;
The nations had ceas’d their long strife,
And Peace beam’d her radiance from heaven.
What wonders were here to be found
That a clown might%njoy or disdain ?
First, we trac’d the gay circle all round ;
Ay—and then we went round 1t again.

" =
A thousand feet rustled on mats,—
A carpet that opce had been green;
Men bow’d with their outlandish hats,
With corners so fearfully keen.
Fair maids, who at home in their haste
Had left all clothing else but a train,
Swept the floor clean as slowly they pac'd,
Then—walk’d round and swept it again,” &c.

We may see from this last verse that the satire of the - Connoisseur’ had not driven
the ladies into a more becoming style of dress. Not much longer, however, did
Ranelagh afford a acene for such,displags. It became less and less popular even
emong its supporters, agd at last s(about 1805) the Rotunda was pulled down,
and, the beautiful Ranelagh disappeared, leaving not a vestige of s existence

behind.
Connisseur,’ No, 66, May 1, 1755, + Letter ’xxiﬁ.
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e VAUXHALL,

Tuoven ander another name, dates its origin a little carlier than Ranelagh. The
first mention of its existence as a public place of resort is also one of the most inte-
resting of its many and illustrious literary associations. This occurs in the* Spee-
tator;’ a mumber of which (383), dated from Addison’s Summer-house at Islington,
90, 1712, is devoted to an account of his visit to Vauxhall, in company with
Sir Roger de Coverley, that most exquisite of Addison's‘creations. They go by -
water in a wherry from the Temple Stairs, the good Knight, with characteristic’
thoughtfulness, taking care td'employ a waterman with a wooden leg ; observing,

[Vauxhall in 1751.)

“ You must know 1 never make use of anybody to row me that has not lost
either a leg or an arm. 1 would rather bate him a few strokes of his oar than
not employ an honest man that has been wounded in the Queen’s service. If I
was & lord, or a bishop, and kept a barge, I would not put a fellow in my livery
thatshad not a wooden leg.”  Sir Roger having trimmed the boat with his coach-
man, “ who, being a very sober man, always served for ballast on such occasions,”
they made the best of their way to Faux Hall. On their way, Sir Roga}'wiﬁq
to custom, gives good night to every perdon he passes on the water, one of whom,
instead of returning ht:xa civility, 1 what queer ol put théy had in the

of magistracy, told his friend * that, if he

.-
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subjects were no more to be abused by water than by land ”  « We were now,
continues Addison, ““ arrived at Spring Garden (V auxhall) which is exgellently
pleasant at this time of the year. When I consjdered the fragrancy ofsthe walks
and bowers, with the chorus of birds that sung upon the trees, and the loose
tube of people that walked under their shade, I could not but look upon the
place as a kind of Mahometan paradise. Sir Roger told me it put him in mind
of a little coppice by his house in the country, which his chaplain used to call an
aviary of nightingales.® ‘ You must understand,” says the Knight. ¢ that there is
nothing in the world that pleases a man in love so much as your nighfingale.
Ah, Mr. Spectator ! the many moonlight nights that I have walked by myself
and thought on the widow by the music of the muhtmo‘ale > He here fetched
a deep sigh, and was falling into a fit of musing, whe,n a mask, who came behind
him, gave him a gentle tap upon the shoulder, and asked him if he would drink
a bottle of mead with her? But the Knight, being startled at so unexpected a
familiarity, and displeased to be interrupted in his thoughts of the widow, told her
“She was a wanton baggage,” and bid her go about her business. We concluded
our walk with g glass of Burton ale and aslice of hung-beef. When we had done
cating ourselves, the Knjght called a waiter to him, and bid him carry the remainder
to the watgrman that had but one leg. I perceived the fellow stared upon him at
the oddness of the message, and was going to be saucy; upon which I ratified the
Knight’s commands with a peremptory look. As we were going out of the garden,
my old friend, thinking hlmself obliged, as a member of the quorum, to animad-
vert upon the morals of the place, told the mistress of the house, who sat at the
bar, that he should be a better customer to her garden if there were more night-
ingales and fewer strumpets.”  Such is our carliest notice of Vauxhall as a public
garden, written most probably not long after its opening. The name, as we have
here seen, was originally Faux Hall, which has been corrupted into the present
appéllation of Vauxhall. It was popularly derived from Guy Faux, the gun-
powder-plot complrator but the true derivation is supposed to be from Fulk or
Faulk de Brent, a famous Norman soldier of fortune, to whom King John gave in
marriage Margarct de Ripariis or Redvers. To that lady belonged the manor
of Lambeth, to which the mansion called Fauks Hall, was annexed. At all events,
the manor-house was known for centuries before Guy Faux’s time under the name
it now bears. The manor, with tht Isle of Wight and othcr‘property, was pur-
chased by Edward I.; and by Edward the Black Prince it was given to the
church of Canterbury, to which see it still belongs: Henry VIIL, at the sup-
pression of the monastery, having granted it to the dean and chapter. Near the
Thame? was formerly a large mansion belonging to Sir Thomas Parry, Chancellor
of the duchy of Lancaster, and held by him of the manor of Kennington. HMere
the ill-fated Arabella Stuart, whose misfortune it was to be toc néarly allied to
a Crown, Yemained prisoner for twelve months, under the custedy of Sir Thomas.
This house, in Norden's ¢ Survey (1615)# is called Copt Hall, and is described as
bemg' opposite to a capit#t mansion dalled Fauxe Hall. The latter, Lysons ima-
gines, was the ancient manor-house mentioned abovey which being efterwards
pulled ‘down or otherwise lost, the name was transferred to Copteall. In the
Pm.'ha.mentary Survey taken after the execution of Charles I., Sir Thoma P
house is - descnbad as ““a capital messuage called Vauxhall, alias Co
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bomided bytbf'ﬂmu ‘being a fair dwelling-house, strongly built, of three
stories }ngh and a fair ut.aarcue breaking out from it of nineteen feet square.”
"1t was sold in 1652, but reverted to the Crown at the Restoration. After passing
through various hands, in 1675 Sir Samuel Morland obtained a lease of Vauxhall
House, made it his residence, and considerably improved the premises:  This
gentleman was a great mechanic, and every part of his house was filled with his
works. The side-table in the dining-room was supplied with a large fountain,
and the glasses stood under little streams of water. His coach had a moveable -
kitchen with clock-work machinery, with which he could make soup, broil
steaks, or roast a joint of fneat. When he travelled he was accordingly his
own cook. From this peri¢d %o that of the yisit of Addison and Sir Roger nothing
appears to be known concernmg Vauxhall, nor again from that time to 1732,
when the gardens were in the occupation of Jofiathan Tyers, Esq., and were opened
by him in a style of novel magnificence. Of this gentleman we shall have more to
say. On the re-opening there were about four hundred persons present. The
ladies with their long waists, arching hoops, and decorated fans formed but a
“small proportion of the number : scarce one in ten, we are informed. One hun-

i

[Ladies of the reign of George I1., from Jeffrey's collection.]
a, 1785 3 b, 1745 § ¢,0765.
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”(h"ed soldiers were present to keep good order—a precaution that seems to explain
very ngniﬁcanﬁy the character of many of the anticipated visitants. The entet-
'dﬁiﬂment given on this occasion, which was announced as a “ Ridotto ﬂ %
was several times repeated, which encouraged the proprietor so' much"
inat short time he opened the gardens every evening during the proper sea-
ﬁiﬁ: or gﬂl‘yen s numerous friends was Hogarth, who had a summer ,
at Lambeth, and who, to add to the attrgetions of the place, advised him to deco-
“rate the boxes with paintings. The suggestion was, mefﬂo
_“gﬂa&"sﬁam ‘Some of the paintings were copi ‘
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statue of Haudel, by the great French sculptor, Roubilliac, in the gardens. But it
is time that we should give a more particular description of the appearance of the
gardens under their new aspect. The favourite method of reaching f,he.m was of
course still by small boats on the water, and a gay and animated scene the
Thantes must have presented at such times. The author of ¢ A Trip to Vauxhall®
(1737) thus describes this very pleasant mode of locomotion. He has two ladies
in company with him : so
“ Lolling in state, with one on either side,

And gently pulling with the wind and tide,

Last night, the evening of a sultry dgy,

We sail'd triumphant on the liquid way,

To hear the fiddlers gf Spring Garden3 play,

To see the walks, orchestra, colonnades,

The lamps and trees in minglgd lights and shades.

The scene so new, with pleasure and surprise,

Feasted awhile our ravish'd ears and eyes.

The motley crowd we next with care survey,

: The young, the old, the splenetic, and gay,” &c.

The poem thsn proceeds with a satirical account of the company assembled in-
the gardens, referring pf course more particularly to well-known individuals. * A
fuller aceount of the gardens is given in a letter professedly written by a
foreigner to his fricnd at Paris; and which was published in ‘The Cham-
pion,’ of the 5th of Augusb;.1742. The writer had previously visited Rane-
lagh, and in reference to that place says, “ 1 was now (at Vauxhall)
introduced to a place of a very different kind from that I had visited the
night before : vistas, woods, tents, buildings, and cbmpany, I had a glimpse
of, but could discover none of them distinctly, for which reason I began to
repine that we had not arrived sooner, when all in a moment, as if by magic,
every object was made visible, I should rather say illustzious, by a thousand
lights finely,disposed, which were kindled at one and the same signal ; and my
ears and my eyes, head and heart, were captivated at once. Right before me
extended a long and regular vista; on my right hand I stepped into a delightful
grove, wild, as if planted by the hand of nature, under the foliage of which at
equal distances I fdund two similar tents, of such a contrivance and form as a
painter of genius and judgment would choose to adorn his landscape with.
Farther on, still on my right, through a noble triumphal arch, with a grand
curtain, still in the picturesque style, artificially thrown over‘it, an excellent
statue of Handel (Roubilliac’s) appears in the action of playing upon the lyre,
which is finely set off by various greens, which form in miniature a sort of woody
theatrd. The grove itsclf is bounded on three sides, except the intervals made
by the two vistas, which lead to and from it, with a plain but handsome colon-
nade, divided into different apartments to receive different c8mpanies, and
distinguished and adorned with paintings, which, though glight, are well fancied,
and have a very good effect. In the® middle centre of the grove, fronting a
bandsome banqueting-room, the vety portico of which is adorned and illuminated
with' curious lustres of crystal glass, stands the orchestra (for mpsje likewise
fere is the soul of the entertainment), and at some distancesbehind it a Pll_?ilion
that beggars all description—I do not mean for the richness of the materials of
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which it is composed, but for the nobleness of the design and the elegance of the
decorations with which it is adorned. In a word, architecture such as Greece
would not be ashamed of, and drapery far beyond the imaginations of the East,
are united in a taste that I believe never was equalled, nor can be exceeded.”
Our readers may think this praise somewhat extravagant; but theres is in
Fielding’s < Amelia’ a very interesting passage, which shows us that it did no
more than justice to the exceeding loveliness of Vauxhall. The great novelist
observes, and cvidently in his own personal character, “ The extreme beauty and -
elegancé of,this place is well known to almost every one of my readers; and -
happy is it for me that it is sof since to give an adequate idea of it would exceed
my power of dCSCI‘lPthH Te delincate the _particular beautics of these gardens
would indeed require as much pains, and as much paper too, as to rehearse all the
goud actions of their master ; whose Efe proves the truth of an observation which
I have read in some other writer, that a truly clegant taste is generally accom-
panied with an cxcellency of heart ; or, in other words, that true virtue is indced
nothing clse but true taste.” * Under a man of this stamp, it is not probable
“that Vauxhall would remain to any serious degree obnoxious to thg censures with
which Addison and Sir Roger de Coverley branded it. 'It was, no doubt, made
an innocent as well as an elegant place of enjoyment, if we measure it by the
only fair standard, the manners and customs of the best society of the time.

Goldsmith, writing perhaps about 1760, having (praised the singers and the
very elegant band of performers, continues, The satisfaction whlch I received

the first night (of the scason) I went there was greater than my expectations; 1
went in company of severll friends of both sexes, whose virtues I regard and
judgments I esteem. The music, the entertainments, but particularly the
singing, diffused that good humour among us which constitutes the true happi-
ness of society.” + The same author’s account of Vauxhall in the ¢ Citizen of
the World’ contains some interesting passages; this occurs in the dcscnptwn of
the visit to the gardens of the shabby beau, the man in black, and one or two
other persons, in company with the Chinese PhllOSOPhCI‘ The beau’s lady,
Mrs. Tibbs, has a natural aversion to the water, and the pawnbroker’s widow,
being « a little in flesh,” protests against walking, so a coach is agreed on as
the ‘mode of conveyance. ¢ The illuminations,” says the philosopher, « began
before we arrived, and 1 must confess that upon entering the gardens I found
every sensc overpaid with more than cxpected pleasure: the lights everywhere
glimmering through scarcely-moving trees; the full-bodied concert bursting on
the stillness of night; the natural concert of the birds in the more retired part
of the grove, vying with that which was formed by art; the company gaily
dressed, looking satisfaction, and the tables spread with various delicacies,—all

conspired to #ll my imagination with the visionary happiness of the Arabian
lawgiver, and lifted me,into an ecstasy of-admiration. ‘ Head of Confuéius,’ cried

I to my friend, ¢ this is fine! this unites rural bcauty with courtly magnificence.’”

A dispute between the two ladies now engages the® phxlosophers attention :

« Mrs. Tikbs. was for kecping the genteel walk of the garden, where, she obc

- Amelia, b. ix. c. ix. ‘
1‘ A Visit to Vauxhall, Pricr's Ed. of Goldemith's Works, vol. i, p. 202.
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scrved, there was always the very best company; the widow, on the contrary,
who came but once a season, was for securing a good 8tanding-place to see the
water-works, which she assured us would begin in less than an hour at furthest.”
The cascade here referred to had been but recently introduced into thoc gardens,
80 we peed pot wonder at the widow's anxiety to see what was as yet a great
aftraction. A few years later the « water-works” were greatly improved, and
called the Cataract; the effects then produced were very ingenious and beau-
tiful ; and at the signal, for their commencement,—the ringing of a bell at nine
o’clock,—there was a general rush from all parts of the gardcns The*widow,
therefore, shows her prudence in getting a good sfanding-place in tfhe. From
another part of the same account we perceive that the keepers of the boxes were
accustomed to make distinctions between the persons who desired boxes, reserving
those ““ in the very focus of the pablic view,” where the beau wished to be, for
“ more genteel company.” We may conclude our notice of the literary asso-
ciations of Vauxhall by recalling to our rcaders the well-known scenes in Miss
Burney's novels which take place in the gardens, more particularly the onc in
¢ Evelina,” where the heroine endures so many mortifications whilst in the com-
pany of the vulgar family of the Braughtons, and that in ¢ Cecilia,” where she
weak and miserable Hatrel, after a night of frenzied gaiety, commits suicide.

Up to the year 1752 Tyers was only a tenant, but he then purchased the
property. He died in 1767. # Tom Tyers,” his son, author of <Political Con-
ferences,” was onec of Joliuson suoial circle, and not the least esteemed of its
members.

We have alluded to the literary associations of Vauxhall; and these remind
us of some others of an amusing chdracter. The following appeared as an
advertisement in the ¢ London Chronicle’ of the 5th August, 1758 :— A young
lady who was at Vauxhall on Thursday night last in company with two gentle-
men could enot but observe a young gentleman in blue and a gold-laced hat,
who, being n#ar her by the orchestra during the performance, especially the last
song, gazed upon 1 her with the atmost “attention. He carnestly hopes (if unmar-
ried) she will favour him with a line, directed to A. D., at the bar of the Temple
Exchange Coffce-hopse, Temple Bar, to inform him whether fortune, family, and
character may not entitle him, upon a further knowledge, to hope an interest in
herheart,” &c. The advertiscment ¥s altogether written in a spirit and style which
seem to mark it as the genuine effusion of a lover whom despaireof finding the
object of his sudden attachment had impelled into the adoption of an unusual course,
Another reminiscence of Vauxhall is connected with the half-insane conduct of a
man whp, about sixteen years ago, excited a great deal of temporary notice. He
called himself “ the Zrial,” and appears to have been filled with the idea ofs his
more than earthly physical perfections. Among varioustother famtastic tricks,
he was ingthe habit of calling upon eminent professional men, surgeons and

artists, and offering them permissionl te study for their several purposes from ;

his body as a model of perfection. » His first public appearance at Vauxhall is
thus recorded in ‘The Times’ of the 2nd of July, 182§ :—* An indivjdual in a
splendid drees of Spanish costume has excited much attentign at Yauxhall Gar-
dens. Having walked or rather skipped round the promenade with a gyeat air
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of consequence, saluting the company as he passed along, he at length mingled
‘ ..the audience in‘the front of the orchestra, and distributed a number of
cards, on g.eh of which was written, ‘ The Zrial challenges the whole world to
find a man that can in any way compete with him as such.’ = After having served
about three or four hundred of these challenges, he darted off like hglitmng
taking the whole circuit of the gardens in his career, and made his exit throngh
tho'gm.ndentra.nce into the road, where a carriage was in waiting for him, into
which he sprang and was driven o 0 j

The* prices of admission into the gardens have undergone several changes :.
prior to 1792 the charge was one shilling ; new and expensive decorations were
then introduced, and the chauge raised to two shillings, including however tea and
coffee. During the present century four shillings without any refreshment has
been long paid; the next change svas to the original price of one shilling only.
During this last-mentioned period a new and great attraction was added—the
Nassau balloon, the largest machine of the kind yet constructed ; which, as is
well known, derives its name from the extraordinary aérial journey made in it
« from London to Nassau in Germany, by Mr. Green and his fellow- travellers.
At present, during the few mghts on which the gardens are open prior to the
disposal of the property, the price of admission is three shillings,

Yes, Ranelagh is gone ; and but a few short days or weeks may elapse before
Vauxhall will have shared its fate. The “ lustrous long arcades,” along
which of old swept the courtly and rashionablé throng,— revelling in all the

P30
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‘MM« oi‘ the M-do, as we see them psotm'adjn quf
" the time,—will perhaps soon bg changed into long and busy rows of bricks
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the place of the magnificent ** full-bodied concert,” and the stentorian eries of the
perambulatory dealers rise in harsh contrast with the songs of the mghtmgahs
‘which were once heard from the lofty, over-arching, and fragrant boughs, in the
same place, when Addison roamed along its walks, megitatiug possibly his next
‘Spectator,’, and beheld, in his “ mind’s eye,” Sir Roger, by his side, buried in
a train of the tenderest recollections of the widow !

But the illustrious memories of such places as Ranelagh and Vauxhall, like the
deeds of good men, die mot with them. We shall still be able to a certain extent to
cnjoy all they offered for enjoyment in the pages of our great writers; and even
this humble memorial may not for the same purpose be found useless. It is that
consideration which impels us to conclude our papeér with a description of a place
so often described, and so generally well known. What would be uscless as a
present guide may as a future recerd be of walue. The mode of entrance into
the gardens, which extend over about eleven acres, is admirably calculated to
enhance their extraordinary effect on the first view. We step at once from the
passages into a scene of enchantment, such as in our young days opened upon
our eyes as ¥g pored over the magical pages of the < Arabian Nights.” It were.
indeed worth some sacnﬁce of time, money, and convenience, to see for once m a
lifetime that view. AY first, one wide-extended and interminable blaze of ra-
diance is theeridea impressed, upon the dazzled beholder. As his eyes grow
accustomed to the place, hd perceives the form of the principal part of the
gardens resolve itself into a 'kind of long quadrangle, formed by four colon-
nades which enclose an open space with trees, called the Grove. On his right
extends one of the colonnades, some three hundred feet long, with an arched Gothic
roof, where the groins are marked by lines of lamps, shedding & yellow golden
light, and the pendants by single crimson lamps of a larger size at the inter-
sections The effect of this arrangement is most superb. , Near the eye, the
lihes or gfoins appear singly, showing their purpose ; farther off they grow
closer and dosey, till at some distance the entire vista beyond appears one rich
blaze of radiance. In front the visitot looks across one of the shorter ends of
the quadrangle, illuminated in a different but still more magnificent manner by
a chandelier of grgat size, formed of coloured lamps, and by various smaller
chandeliers. Still standing in the same place (at the door of entrance), and
looking scross the interior of the *quadrangle called the Grove, midway is seen
the lofty orchestra, glittering all over with the many-coloured light diffused from
innumerable lamps. This was crected in 1735, and has itself many interesting
memories attached to it. Bencath that vast shell which ferms the roof or
sounding-board of the orchestra many of our greatest vocalists and performers
have poured forth their strains to the delight of the crowded auditory in frout—
Signor and Signora Storace, Mrs. Billington, Miss Tyrer (nowsMrs. Liston),
Im‘hdon wBraham, and a host of others, at ence rise to the memory. The
Grove is illuminated not only by thesreflected light from the colonnades on
either side ¥nd by the orthestra, but by festoons of lamps, gracefully undulating
alang the sides of the colonnades from one end to the pther. Amqng the other
attractions of. the Grove, we find immediately we step info it some beantiful
plastet casts from the antique, the light colour of which forms a fine cant?stvnth
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the blackness of the nelghbourmg trees and the solemn gloom of the sky above,
which assumes a still deeper tinge when seen under such circumstances. Imme-
diately oppomte these, at the back of the short colonnade which forms this end of
the Grove, with elevated arches opening upon the colonnade, is the splendid
room originally called the Pavilion, now the Hall of Mirrors, a title more-appro-
prigte as markmg its distinctive character, the walls being linédd with looking-
glass, This is the principal supper-room. Turning the corner we enter upon
the other of the two principal colonnades, which is similarly illuminated. A -
little way down we find an opening into the Rotunda, a very large and handsome-
building, with boxes, pit, and gallery in the circular part, and on ope side a stage
for the performance of ballets, &c. The pit forms also, when required, an arena
for the display of horsemanship. At the ehd of this colonnade we have on the
right the colonnade forming the other extremity of the Grove, hollowed out into
a semicircular form, the space being fitted up somewhat in the manner of a
Turkish divan. On the left we find the more distant and darker parts of the
gardens. Here the first spot that attracts our attention is a large space, the back
“of which presents a kind of mimic amphitheatre of trees and foliag;c, having in
front rork-work and fountains; from one of the latter Evp has just issued, as we
perceive by the beautiful figure reclining on the grass above. Not far from
this place a fine cast of Diana arresting the flying hart stands out®*in admirable
relief from the dark-green leafy background Here too is a large building,
presenting in front the appearance of the progccmum and stage of a theatre
Ballets, performances on the tight-rope, and others of a like character, are
here exhibited. The purpose of the building is happily marked by the statues
of Canova’s daficing-girls, one of which is placed on each side of the area
at the front. At the corner of a long walk, between trees lighted only by single
lamps spread at infervals on the ground at the sides, is seen a charagteristic
representation of Tell’s cottage in the Swiss Alps. This walk is terminated
by an illuminated transparency, placed behind, a Gothic gatgway, repre-
senting the delicate but broken shafts of some ruined ecclesiastical structure,
with a large stone cross—that characteristic feature of the way-sides of
Roman Catholic countries. At right angles with this wabk cxtends a much
broader one, with the additional illumination of a brilliant star; and at its
termination is an opening containing a very’ imposing spectacle. This is a
representation, in a large circular basin of water, of Neptune with his trident,
driving his five sea-horses abreast, which are snorting forth liquid streams from
their nostrils; thebe in their ascent cross and intermingle in a very pleasing and
stoiking manner. The lustrous white and great size of the figures are, ke all
the sther works of art in the gardens, admirably contrasted with the surrounding
features of tke place. *Passing in our way the large building erected for the
convenience of filling the grea® balloon, and the area where the firdworks ate
exhibited, we next enter the Italian Wallt, so called from its havmg‘been ongm-
ally decorated in the formal, exact style of the walks of that country® This is a
noble proegade or avenue of great length and breadth, crossed every few yards
by a lofty angular arch of lamps; with festoons of the same brilliant character,
hangins,o from it, and having statues interspersed on each side throughout.
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On quitting this walk at its farther extremity we find oursclves in the centre
of the long colonnade opposite to that we quitted ih order to examine the
more remote parts of the gardens. The inner side of each of thelong golonnades
is occupied by innumerable supper-boxes, in some of which yet remain the pictures
beforc,,refer‘red to. We have scarcely had time for this hasty survey, during
which too our atéention has been partially drawn away by the noble music which
has been playing almost without intermission since we entered the gardens, before
“the performances commgncee with a ballet in the Rotunda, relieved from its usual
_dulness and absurdity by the extraordinary feats of the Ravel Family, some of
which set at nought all our ordinary notions of the anatomy of the body, or the
laws of its locomotion. Walking, or rather hopping, agross the stage, on one stilt,
and without any other support, at a *quiet gentlemanly pace, is but one, and not
the most extraordinary, of the magy curious things here done. Ducrow’s troop
next exhibit their unrivalled skill angl elegance in the management of the horse,
though it is no easy task to clear the pit for them, by this time crowded with
spectators. The instant the equestrian performances are over a gencral race
ensucs for the stage we have mentioned as standing in another part of the gardens,
where tight-rope dancing of no ordinary kind is to be exhibited. And certainlysso
much case and elegance®in the accomplishment of feats that appear wonderful to be
accomplished gt all make us forget the usclessness of such laboriously acquired
skill, or the danger with whicle its display is not unfrequently attended. Indeed,
as we looked upon the feats dohe by the performers, one of them a member of the
family previously noticed, we could scarcely help wondering whether after all the
tight rope was not man’s natural sphere of exertion; certainly we beheld much
done on the rope that we should find it’difficult to imitate off. Asbell now rings,
and summons us to the last and by far the most beautiful and satisfactory to our
minds of the entertainments of the evening—the fire-works. 'Vauxhall has long
been distinguished for the excellence of its displays of this elegant art; and in the
hands of the present artist its rep utation has been still further advanced. In the
words of a very recent writer, Who hasedescribed one of these exhibitions so hap-
pily that we shall do better justice to what we ourselves beheld by using his
language than our own,— The fire-works of ID’Ernst were one of the most
superb displays of pyrotechny that we ever saw—not so much for quantity
as quality : the devices were most ingenious, and the colours intensely beau-
tiful. The showers of sparks served as a golden fringe or ssetting to the
luminous gems that blazed in the centre, like concentric circles of ruby, eme-
rald, and sapphire, glowing with preternatural lustre. The rockets rushed
upwardg as though they would reach the moon, and burst forth in showegs
of golden tears, silver stars, and amber balls; while some changed, as they fell,
from lustrous green to burning erimson : fiery rings dartedsto and frg like comets,
jetg of firg, went spinning upwards, and nests of serpents werg shaken out into
the air. In ghort, D’Ernst might achiewe a Gorgon’s head, with snaky tresses
and flaming eyeballs, asea feat of mrtificial firc, if he were so minded.”% We
must add to this vivid description’ that during the last portion of the exhibition

 Bpectator newspaper, July 10, 1841.
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a child ascended a tight-rope stretched at a great height over the gardens, his
‘slender form now hid by the smoke, now revealed by the intense light suddenly
bursting’ forth from different parts of the area: when he had reached the extreme
altitude he returned; and as he descended from the giddy elevation, the entire space
became wrapped in almost sudden darkness. The distant orchestra now begins
again to summon listeners ; the promenaders recommence their gvalks along the
glorious colonnades; whilst the glimpse of attendants darting to and fro with
refreshments reminds the hungry that it is now supper-time at Vauxhall.

.

[Vauxhall, 1841,—The Ballet Theatre and Entrance to the Dark Walk.)
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rise. He watched his moment, and the feat was performed over ang oves again
with perfect safety. But he had been told, we presume, that the London popu-
Jace wanted movelty. It was not enough that he should do day by day what no
man had ever ventured to do before. To leap off the parapets of the Southwark .
- and Waterloo Bridges into the half-frazen river had become a com on ﬂﬁhg :
~and 6 the poor man must have a scaffold put up, and he must suspend himself
Mo its eross-bars by his.aih, and his leg, and his neck. Twice was the last
experiment repeated; but upon the thir@ attempt the body hing motionless.
The applause and the laughter, that deatkh could be so counterfeited, were
tumultuous; but a ety of terror went forth that the man was dead. He perished
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for the place of his nativity, he was determined to make a present of five
mm “as many as would accept of it. The whole crowd stood
“ready to take the doctor at his word ; when, putting his hand into a long bag, as
m&a‘wmgham piece, he drew out a handful of little packets, -
of which he informed the spectators was constantly spld at five shillings and
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M&ommﬂ London to Norwich ; and
- about hig dancing, which-

~passage of this
* mot amongst us now. sKemp was a person of high celebrity

‘“I;M:;Sly, my taborer, William Bee, my scrvant, a;li;

brought me , where I res

uyonroeotdquillKemp,theMofhu (hy, ~

a leamned body has lately 1
cnrious pamphlet is descriptive of lﬂ%ﬂﬁqeéw

~respectable in his private life. Imgmemhmacm:mms@ : m
mumfmm sixpences and greats mﬂummmfl
" God-speeds. . There is something more frank nd.eo;ﬂnl Hﬂ?m
mmmmmmreﬁniment& RIS A O S TR

‘w*The first Monday in Lent, the close morning promising, a dnnﬂqm

for my overseer that I should take no other ease bpmx ;. escribed
gwlﬁ'&h&...nl, otherwise called Cavaliero Kemp, head master of morrice-

3 MMMbomugh of heighs, and only tricker of your
ma,m

between Sion and Mount Surrey,* _began.

~ 'best bell-shangles
from the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor’s of London tom Right Wor-

~shipful. (and truly bountiful),Master Mayor’s of Narwieh, ... . o als el

107% My setting forward was iomewhat before seven in the monung-, my taborer
“struck up merrily ; and as fast as kind people’s thronging together would give
-me leave; through London I leapt. By the way many good old people, and

. divers others of younger years, of mere kindness gave me bowed\m*

«groats, blessing me with their hearty prayers and God-speeds..® . . ... ..

“ Being past White Chapel, and having left fair London with all that north-
Muﬂmrb before named, multitudes of Londoners left not me; but, either to

a custom which many hold, tha end is no walk without a recreation

at Stratford Bow with cream Aand , or else for love they bear tovu'llna,
or perhaps to make themselves should chance (as many thought) to
give over my morrice within end ; however, many a thousand
n ikaemg, but had small rest with
But, I warrant you, Wiﬂ w

have urg’d me to drin
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_ ‘were a civil company.”  “ They offer not to fleer o
cak jests, as the great players do.” Their master was  the mouth of them
‘ﬁ“a"ﬂnhﬁdgofnnlevumouththeuntha and. ‘must have -
ible. Jonson has given us a fair specimen of the burlesque in his
own show of *Hero and Leander? OIld Pepys did not like. the puppet!
MMWnnonmerﬁm the man who calls ¢ A Midsummer -
‘Night's Dream’ * the most insipid, ridiculofis play that ever I saw in my life:”
- We believe that they were very gaod puppets; and the classical story very
Mbdmphvul'bybdng made ““a little easy and modern for the times.” The
: of the motion thus explains the scene and the characters :—“As for the
: I imagine our Thames here ; and then Leander I make a dyer’s son
WWkuf and Hero a wench o' the Bank-side, who gging over one
Fish Street, Leander spies her land at 'l‘dg-shrm and falls in
love with her. Now do I introduce Cupid, having metamorphosed himself into
a drawer, and he strikes Hero in love with a pint of sherry.” This was rivalled
two centuries afterwards by the immortal nhow-wofpu.n of the Round Tower at
Windsor, who began het explunttion of the old tapestry whose worsted told this

tragedy of true love, startling announcement of *“ Hero was a nun,” and
© ended with, ¢ Leander's body was picked up by his %‘: ship the Britannia,
mtl carried into Glbwﬁ";’ . T
- The puppet-show e« o b » real street sxghamot pnly for children, but
for “people of qu ?injhe reign of Anne. Mr. Po o1l placed hig show
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‘genuime puppet-show. »lb is'an. objenm however, that i
of ‘the black-letter literature of the puppets. Punch in } mm
probably Italian. From Italy come the puppets that perform the most divesting
+ anties upon & ~board, to the sound of pipe and drum. But these were once
. \English.  We have put togethar in’' our engraving the exhibitor of
dolls, such as he is represented in Hogasth's  Southwark Fair,’ and the
* Ttalian stroller of our own day. Mr. Smith, the lata keeper of the prints in the
British Museum, complains, in his < Cries of London,” that the streets are infested
with these Italian boys; and yet he gives us a most spirited etching of one of
them, Mr. Smith thought it necessary to be solemn and sarcastic when he had
pen in hand; and in that curious farrago < Nollekens and his Times,’ he is per-
fectly scandaliZed that the old sculptor enjoyed Punch. He gravely adds, *In
* this gratificatjon, however, our sculptor did not stand alone ; for I MMM
seen, when I have stood in the crowd, wise men laugh at the mere squ
Punch, and have heard them speak of his cunning pranks with the
ecstasy.” We are glad to ﬁpd upon such grave testimony, that the race of wise
men i8 not extinet. o B 2Maas N
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of monkeys”? sit in the green trees, and throw down the fruit to the happy savages
bolow? And then these®Italian boys themsclves, with their olive cheeks’ and
whitc teéth—theg are something different from your true London boy of the
streets, with his mingled look of cunning and insolence.. They will- show you
their treasures with a thorough conviction that they are giving yom pleasura;
and if you deny tHe halfpenny, they have still a smile and a bon jowr—for they
all know that French is a more current coin than their own dialect. We fear the
police is hard upon them. We would put in a word for them, in the samé spirit
of humanity with which our delightful Elia pleaded for the beggars. They, by
the way, were amongst the strcet sights, and we may well be glad to have an
opportunity for such quotation:—

“ The mendicants of this great city were' so many of her sights—her lions;
I can no more spare them than I could theccries of London. No corner of a
strect is complete without them. They are as.ndispensable as the ballad-singer;
and, in their picturesque attire, as ornamental as the signs of old London.. They
were the standing morals, cmblems, mementos, dial mottos, the spital sermons,
the books for children, the salutary checks and pauscs to the high and rushing
tider of greasy citizenry—

“Look
Upon that poor and broken bankrupt there.”

Above all, those old blind Tobits that used to line ’fhe wall of Lincoln's Inn Gar-
den, before modern fastidiousness had expelied them, casting up their ruined
orbs to catch a ray of pity, and (if possible) of light, with their faithful dog-
guide at their fect ;—whither are they fled? or into what corners, blind as them-
sclves, have they"been driven, out of the wholesome air and sun-warmth? * » * *
These dim eyes have in vain explored, for some months past, a well-known
figure, or part of the figure, of a man who used to glide his comely upper-half
over the pavements of London, wheeling along with most ingenious celerity upon
a machine of wood—a spectacle to natives, to forcigners, and to children. He was
of a robust make, with a florid sailor-like comelcxion, and his head was bare to
the storm and sunshine. He was a natural curiosity-—a speculation to the
scientific—a prodigy to the simple. The infant would stare ut the mighty man
brought down to his own level. The common eripple would despise his own
pusillanimity, viewing the hale stoutness and mighty heart of this half-limbed
giant. Few but‘must have noticed him: for the accident which brought him low
took place dufing the riots of 1780, and he has been a groundling so long. He
seemed carth-born—an Antzus—and to suck in fresh vigour from the soil which
he neighboured. He was a grand fragment—as good as an Elgin marble!’ The
nature which should have recruited his reft legs and thighs was not lost, but only
retired into hieupper parts, and he was half a Hercules. I heard a tremeadous
voice thundering and growling, as before an earthquake,—and casting"down Ty
eyes, it was this mandrake reviling a stedd that had started at his -portentous
appearsace. He scemed to want but his just stature to‘have rent the offending
guadruped én ghivers. He was as the man-part of a centaur; from ‘which ‘the
horse-half had been cloven in dirc Lapithan controversy. - He'moved on'as if he
could: have made ‘shift with the yet half body-portion which was left him:*Flie'ss
sublitmo’ was not wanting; and' he threw out ‘yet a-jolly countertanck wpor: the
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avelling to far distant lands had become common
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pre:erve,d also for the admiration of all ages, In ‘ Love’s Labour's, Lost,!
Maoth z;hgg Armado with his arithmetic, says, « The Dancmg Hdhse will toll?
yqu.’:’;;‘.,_ 11, in his < Batires,’ notices

“Strange Morocco’s dumb arithmetie.”

Si Kchelm ®igby. informs us that Banks's horse « would restore a glove to the
dae ownemafter the master had WhlSpCI‘Cd the man’s name in his ear; and would
tell the just number of pence in any picce of silver coin, newly showed him by
his'master.” The Sieuf de Melleray, in the notes to his translation of the Goldcn
*Ass ' of Apuleius, tells us that he saw this wonderful horse in the Rue St. Jacques at
l’a‘rls and he is astonished that the animal could foll how many francs there were
in g crown, but his astonishment was measurcless tHat} the crown being then of a
depreciated currency, the horse should be able to tell the exact amount of the
depreciation, in that same month 3t March,”1608. Banks had fallen among a
people who did not dhite understand how far the animal and his keeper might
employ the language of signs; and he got into trouble accordingly. The better
‘instructed Eng??ish multitude had been familiar with *“ Holden's camel,” famed
for ““ ingenuoua studies ;” and they had scen Morocco himsclf go up-to the top of
St. Paul's. Though they lived in an age of belief in wizards, they had no desire
to burn Banks as ggprofessor of the black art. But he had a narrow escape in
France; and his contrivance fgr the justification of his horse’s character and his
own shows him to have been ag familiar with the human as with the brute nature,
The story is told by Bishop Morton :— Which bringeth into my remembrance
a story which Banks told me at Frankfort, from his own experience in France
among the Capuchins, by whom he was brought into suspicion of magic, because
of the strange feats which his horse Morocco played (as I take it) at Orleans,
where he, to redeem his credit, promised to manifest to the world that his horse
was nothing less than a devil. To this end he commanded his horse to seck out
one in the ppess of the people who had a crucifix on his hat; which done, he
bade him kneel down unto it; &nd not, this only, but also to rise up again and to
kiss it. ‘And mow, gentlemen (quoth he), 1 think my horse hath acquitted
both me and himself;’ and so his adversaries rested satisficd ; conceiving (as
it might seem) thal the devil had no power to come near the cross.” The
people of Orleans were imperfeqtly givilized; but Banke and Morocco were
destined to fall into barbarous hands, . We have no precise recogd of his fate;
but some humorous lines of Jonson have been accopted as containing a tragical
ruth :—

¢ “ But 'mongst these Tiberts*, whe do you think there wasé

Old Banks the juggler, our Pythagoras,

Grave tutor to the learned hopse; both which,

Being, beyond ses, burned for one witch,

Their upirit: m;mgmed to a cat.”
It appears to us that Banl&'s horse, and Holden’s camel, and the elephant
that expressed his anger.when the King of Spain was named, must have,had a
considerable influence in repmgsgine the beay-bmtmg cruglties of that, age. These
were among ¢he street sight¥:sanctioned by yopal authorify. The patent fo

Henslowe and Alleyn, the players, constituting them * Masters of the King's
Cats.
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Games,” in 1604, authorises them * to bait, or cause mbebntod our said bears,
tandothm”bemg of ouresaid games, in all and every conv t phm ﬂﬁel,
‘at all times méet;” and accordingly the Masters of the
all unlicetis&d bearwards, and filled the town and country wath then' perfwmmeel.
This is an illastration of Master Slender’s pertment question to Mistrgss AM(
Pﬂge, * Why do your dogs bark so? be there bears i’ the town?” ©
Itisa blenmg that we have now no qu:b street sights as bear-baitifig. Bull-
baiting, too, is gone: cock-fighting is no more seen. Pugilism has made a faint
attempt at revival; but we can part with that too. Are the people, then, to
have no amusements accessiblp to all? Are the street sights to be shouldered
out by commerce and luxury - and not a recreation ta be left? We answer, let a,
wise government double and treble the class of healthful ‘exercises, and of istel- |
lectual gratifications. Give us new parks if possible. Let us have gardens in
which all may freely walk. Open our cathedrals, as the ‘atwnal Gallery and
Hampton Court are opened. Instead of sending all the rare animals which are
prenented to the Crown to be shown for a shilling by one society, have mena-
. geries in Hyde Park and the Regent’s Park. Take mmmple from the man,
who when the plancts are shining brightly out of a screne hbaven, plants a
tele-cope in Leicester Square or St. Paul’s Church Y‘a‘d& and finds enough pas-
sengers who are glad to catch glimpses of worlds unseen to the naked eye, and
forget for a moment, in the contemplation of the mghty works of Omnipotence,
the small things which surround us here. Opei the great books of Nature, of 7
Science, and of Art to the people; and they will not repine that the days of con-
jurers, and puppet-shows, and d&ndhg bearn have passed away.
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This period is carefully shut out; and we can only look at the great metro-
$olis throu&h the dense aand discoloured medium of the smoke arising from
the habitations of two millions of people. Well, until the Corporation in its
goodness shall direct.some altcration, we must make the best of the matter as it
is; and so we are now ascending with many a pause the spiral staircase, with its
three hundred and forty-fve black marble steps, which leads to the summit.
This is well lighted in the base by one or two large openings, and hbove by
narrow glits in the wall. The breadth of the interior, hine feet from wall to
wall, appears somewhat surprising to one who sees it for the first time, and has
formed his notions of it froms the exterior view. We are still ascending, and.
now the steps are growing sefisibly shorter, the walls approach nearer to-each
other, we are not far from the top. With renewcd” vigour‘ we are about to run
up the little remaining distance, whén the attgndant lays his stick across in front
to debar all advances without him, This conduct he explains by stating that, in
consequence of the recent cases of suicide (which every one will remember), he
has imposed on him the duty of being always present when there are any ‘visitors
con the balcony. We have gained the top at last, and what a scene is before,
arownd, beneath us! The wind is blowing freshly and vigorously, and, to add
to the sclf-possession of the visitor, the attendant encotitagingly observes he
would not stand there for a trifle if the railings were absent.  With a shiver we
assent to the pertincney of the remark ; and placiég our back for greater safety
against the continuation of the pillar in the centres and reminding ourselves that
it is mot truc that the very cdifice itself is, us has sometimes been considered,
dangerous, and that the idea arose from the fact of the Monument having been
at first used for estronomical observations, for which it was soon found unfit from
the vibrations natural to such an erection, however secure in its build, we com-
mence our brief suryey.  Though the view is not, and cannot be under such an
atmosphere, very extensive, it is onc that (out of London) the world ‘cannot
parallel. It is not beautiful—that sca of h()usc—tops, with St. Paules and count--
less other churches and public buildings «ising up from its surface as from so
many islands ;—it is not sublime, in the physical idea of the words ;—jyet ““ dull”
indeed ** would he be of soul” in whose mind no sense of bgauty and sublimity
was raised as he gazed on that wonderful congregation of human homes.

The door from the staircase to the balaony®faces the east; in that direction
therefore we are now sending our inquiring glance. The Tower, with its great
keep, is the first object of attention, of which we remember Fitz-Stephen says,
*“the mortar of .its foundation was tempered with the blood of beasts.” To
the left of the Tower the long facade of the Mint arrests the eye, whilst ;to the
Tight we see the roof of the Custom House, and the tiers of shipping moored in
the Pool far away int® the distance. Near, and directly in front of us, is the
fairy-looking spire of St. Dunstan’s in the East, one of the many charches e
sec around whose history is' connected weithr that of the Monument by a close
tie, as having arisen like the latter from the ashes of the Geeat Fire. Beyond, inter-
minable lipes of docks are dimly descried, and on a clear day the hills of Kent,
nine or ten ‘miles off, ‘On the other side of the river a bright column of smoke
and the sharp whistle of the engine direct us to the train of the Greenwich
‘Railwoy just starting. Turning the corner of the pillar, we behgld on tha sonth
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the countless chimneys of the breweries and other manufactories of Southwark
rising up against the background of the Surrey hills, and the 18fty piles of
warehouses which edge the river bank, over one of which the chusch of St.
Mary Overies rears its lofty and proud-looking tower, as, tho’ugl’?indignant at
the unfitness of its hun.lbler neighbours for such antique and rowrance-honoured
whlls. The® bridges, those glorious architectural Zlumphs, and the cur ving
Thames which they bestride, form a highly picturésque feature from the Mo-
nument. There is London Bridge, the youngest, and perhaps the noblest of the
whole, with the Fishmongers’ Hall at its foot; Southwark and Blackfyiars in a
tolerably straight line; then comes Waterloo crossing the curve; and beyond, the
Thames, with the black sluo‘glsh barges so characseristic of this part of the river,
is Jost to our smoke-bedimmed vision. But though the bridge of Westminster
is invisible, not so its famous Al)bC) there it stands, with its dark body and
lofty towers- advanced city-wards, as if to defend its sacred precincts from the
inroads of irreligion and w ickedness, ever rife in populous places. But the great
featurc®of the sgene is the view westwards of St. Paul's.  Its vast size and noble
proportions are perhaps from no other spot so strikingly developed. Instead,
of looking down upon it, as we do, or appear to do, upon every other object, we
have mthu the sense f looking up to it even from this clevation of two hundred
and two fect. Neither does thc mass of houses around it appear at all tolessen its
height or form. It might stapd upon them; so grandly does it appear to rise—
base, cupola, and cross—above all obstructions.  On the north there is little to
attract attention : churches and house-roofs, house-roofs and churches, extend from
the farthest point of sight down to the base of the column on which we stand,
and require no more particular notice} unless we may just mengion that, among
the other buildings particularly conspicuous, stand the lofty Guildhall to the
left, and the tall tower of the Blackwall Railway to the right. We may con-
chude %this hasty sketch of our view from the Monument on a gusty August
afternoon bytwo or three general remarks.  What has been called the natural
basin of London may thened be seen very clearly, although its edges are not
distinctly definable in some parts. Looking round from Islington, we have
Highgate, Hampstead, the clevated land to the left of Westminster Abbey, the
Surrey and Kent %hills. And nearly the whole of this vast arca is occupied by
London! for few indeed are the spaces vacant of houses which the eye can detect
ceven from the balcony of the Monument. How different would haye been the view
presented from the same spot prior to the crection of the Monument,,and the cyent

bich it commemorates, one hundred and seventy-five years ago, had there th,cn
been apy means of obtaining such an clevation; when Stratford, Hickney, Islington,
and Cha.nng Cross were suburban villages, with many a pJeasant ficld between
them and London when Lambeth and Southwark showed more trL’cs than habita-
tigns ; and when St. Paul's was a long building with transepts projecting from the
centre, north and south, and with awqyare tower ridlng upwards at the point of
their intersection! A ird and still more extraordipary view has yef to be
menﬁoned-—ths view which met the eye of the well-known diarist, I’epys, when
he ‘went u;bno the top of Barking Church, gud fhere saw the sad(rest sight of
desola.tmn perhaps ever behe].d But let us not anticipate.

It was on the  Lords Day,” says Pepys, the 3rd of September, 1666, that

2 n2
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“some of our maids sitting up late last mght to get things ready against our feast
fo-day, Jand called us upsabout three in the morning to tell us of a great fire
they saw*in the ity Solrose and slipped on my night-gown, and went to the
window ; atd® thought it to be on the back-side of Mark Lanc at the farthest, but,
being unused to such fires as followed, I thought it fur erough off; Jand se went
to bed again, and to sleep. About scven rose again to dress myself and then
looked out at the window, and saw the fire not so much as it was, and further off.

. . . By and by Jane comes and tclls me that she hears that above thret hun-
dred houses have been burned down to-night by the fire we saw, and that it is now
burning down all Fish Streety by London Bridge. So 1 made myself ready
presently, and walked to thg Tower, and there up upon one of the high places,
Sir J. Robinson’s little son going up with me; and there 1 did sec the houses®at
that end of the bridge all on fire, an{ an infinite great fire on this and the other
side the end of the bridge.”

The conflagration, w hlch in so short a spaco had exhibited its destructive
character, bxu]\( out some time after midnight, in the house of one Farryner, the
King's baker, in Pudding Lane. This person stated, in his evidence before a
Conymittee of the House of Commons, that he had, after twelve o’clock on Satur-
day night, gone through every room, and found no fife’ but in one (,hunm.y,
where the room was paved with bricks, which fire he diligently raked up in
embers.  As a matter of fact, this was all he could_' statc: as to his opinions, he
expressed himself as dcmdcdly satisfied that his hotise must have been purposely
fired. Whatever its origin, the progress of the fire was most startling,—we should
say wonderful, but that the construction of the houses—generally timber,
pitched over on #he outside—the thatched roofs, and the narrowness of the streets,
where the buildings of the opposite ‘sides almost touched each other, were all
evidently calculatcd do facilitate in the very highest degree the ravages of the
fearful clement. Nor was this all. The month of August had been characterised
by an cxtraordinary drought, and the timber of tl}c houses had beeth as it were
half burnt alrcady by the continual heat; *and lastly, during nearly the whole
dime the fire lasted, a furious east wind blew ; making in all such an unhappy
conjunction of circumstances, that we nced not wonder that other than piocus
people looked with fear and trembling on the event, as some more than ordinary

visitation of an offended Deity.,
““The’then Lore Mayor, on whose steadiness, Judgmcnt and boldness so mueh:
. Gpendedg appears to have been unequal to the occasion ; and thus,” the ﬁrsﬂkw !
hourg beinig lost without any decisive measures, all' was lost. Easly in’the
forendon Pepys went to Whitchall, and received from the King a commend: to
bid the Mayor “sp#re no houses, but pull down before the fire every way.”
After long segrch, Pepfs «“ met my Lord Mayor in Cannon Strect like a man,
spent, with a handkerchicf about his neck. To the King’s message he eried, like
a fainting woman, ‘ Lord, what can I do? ¢ &m spent; people will not obey me.
1 have.kecn pullmg down houses; but the fire overtakes us faswr than we um
do if; tha.g“he needed no eorp soldiers; and that, for hunself he must, go and
rcfresh himself,shaving been up alk night. So he left me, avd I him "aml wﬂked
home ; seemg people almost distracted, and no manner of means used tolﬂug
the ﬁre. _The houses too go very thmk tl!ereabouts and full. of mattar.
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- windows and balconies till they burned their wmga and fell down.”
. T the afternoon Pepys is on the “water again, and to the fire, up ard dowg
& still increasing, and the wind great. So near the fire as we could for smoke ;
*and all over the Thames, with one’ s faces in the wind, you were aimo:t urned
' with a shower of fire-drops. This i§ very tyue; so as houses were ﬁumed by
" these drops and flakes of fire, thret or fouss nay, five or six houses, one from
another. When we could endure mo more upon the water, we to a htt.le nﬁa—
heuse an the Bankside (Southwark), over against the Three 6ra.nes, and the cere
- staid till it wa® almost dark, and saw the fire grow, and, as it grew dsr]cer
" appearéd morg and more, and in corners, and upon steeples, and befwe
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homd malicious, blooay flame, not like the fine flame of an ordmary ﬁré, sud .l
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was also at the Bankside, Southwark, bilt later in the evening, when he beheld
an awful,picturd, « I saw,” he says, « the whole south part of the City burning,
from Cheap#ide %o the Thames, and all dlong Cornhill (for it likewise kindled
back against ¢he wind as well as forward), Tower Street Fenchurch- Street,
Gracious  (Gracechurch) §treet, and so along to Baynard s Castle, and was
taking hold of St. Paul's &hurch, to which the scaffolds contributed execedingly
The conflagration was so universal, and the people so astonished, that from the
beginning, I know not by what despondency or fate, t'noy hardly stirred to
quench it ; so that there was nothing heard or scen but crying out and lamenta,
tion, running about like distractéd creatures, without at all attempting to sive
even their goods such a strange consternagion there was upon them, so asg it
burned, both in breadth and length, the chu1chgs, public halls, Exchange,
hospitals, monuments, and ornaments, lcapmg after a prodigious manner from
house to house and street to street, at great distances from one to the other; for
the heat, with a long set of fair and warm weather, had even ignjted thesair and
prepared the materials to conceive the fire, which devoured after an incredible
manner houses, furniture, and everything. Here we saw the Tkames covered
with goods floating g, all the barges and boats laden with w],\at some had time and
courage to save; as on the other, the carts, &e., carrying’ out to the holds which
for many miles were strewed with moveables of all sorts, and tents crecting to
shelter Loth people and what goods they could get away. Oh, the 1mscrable
and calamitous spectacle! such as haply the world had not seen the like since
the foundation of it, nor to be outdone till the universal conflagration of it. All
the sky was of g fiery aspect, like the topof a burning oven, and the light scen
for above forty miles round about for many nights: God grant mine eyes may
never see the like! who now saw above ten thousand houses all in one flame : the
noisc and cracking and thunder of the im petuous flames, the shricking of %omen
and children, the hurry of people, the fall of towers, houses, and churghes, was like
an hideous storm, and the air all about so hot and inflamed that at last onc was
not able to approach it ; so that they were forced to stand still and let the flames
burn on, which they did for near two miles in length and one in breadth. The
clouds also of smoke were dismal, and reached, upon computation, near fifty
miles in length.”  Mr. Vincent also says,4Fhe cloud of smoke was so great
that travellers dxd ride at noonday some six miles together-in the shadow thereof,
though there were no other cloud besxdes to be seen in the sky.” Frog the
same authority we obtain one or two otlter ihteresting glimpses of the splendid
harrérs of this tHe first night :—* Amongst other things, the sight of Ghildhall
was g fearful spectagde, which stoed the whole body of it together in view for
several hours together eafter the fire had taken it, without flames, (I suppose
because the tilmber was such solid 0ak), in a bright shining coal, as if if had bqen
a.palace of gold, or a great building of byrnished brass.”

Durjng Monday, the 4th, the fire extended as far as the Middle Temple west-
wards, and Tower Street eastwards, including, besides the strects already menitioned,
all Fleet gtreeg the Old i3a11ey, uidgate Hill, Warwick Lane, Neygate, Panl's
Chain, Watling Street, Thamies Street, and Billingsgate ; the stones of Paul's
ﬂymg, 88Yy8 Evelyn & hkp grcnadoes," its ymelting lead ﬂowmg thi'oug‘h’ b'he
streets in a stream, the pavements evorvwhete * ilowitir With fiery redudef eb'as
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. ¢ e l[umlng of Newgate : Old St. Pitals in the background.] b
no horse or man was able fo tread on them,” and the east wind all the ﬁmc
still driving the flames impgtuously forward. «But,” writes the reverend g
tleman bcfmc mentioned, « the great fury of the fire was in the broader strects '
in the midst of the night it was come down to Cornhill, and laid it in the dust,
and runs along by the Stocks, and.ghere meets with another fire, which came
down Threadneedle Street ; a little further with another, whith came up from
Walbrook ; a little further thh anothet, which came up from Bucklersbury : and
all these four, joining together, break into one great flame at the corner of
Cheapside, :vit.h such a dazzling light and burning heat, and roaring noise by the
fall of so many shouses together, that was very amazing.”
By Tuesday, the 5th, the fire had"reached the end of Fetter Lane in*Holborn, #
and the entrance of Smithfield. But now the wind somewhat abated, and the
spirits of the people rose in a still greater proportion. Instead of pulling down
houses by  engines,” as they had before done, gunpowder was used, which soon
produced gaps too wide to be overlefped by the fire; a measure that, a.ccorﬁihg
to Evelyn, “ some stout seamen proposed carly enough to hafe saved near ﬂie
~whdle city; but this some tenacious ‘and avaricious men, aldernfen, &e., would
‘not permit, because their houses must have been of the fipst.” About noon
the Eu'y of the flames began sensibly to abate in most parts, although they
burned as fiercely as ever towards Cripplegate and the *Tower. But the ﬁ'i'h
: wap gmd‘nllly checked here also by the same means. .

* On the 6th Pepys was once more waked by “ngw cries of ﬁre,” a species of
~M tpontmub\l for some dg,ys to distract the attention of the mm&ﬂﬂb
, when the gleat conflagration was dying away among the runs it had

mﬂe - He was, however, able to walk through seme of the principalstreets; ar

on the 7th his fellow diarist took a still longer and more careful suryey.

Wf)f the scene which met his eye appears to us one of tke,hx&n‘ imy

. interesting pictures of desolation ¥e cver read. * T went this morning on foot
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Hill, by St. Paul’s, Cheapside, Exchange, Bishopsgate, Aldersgate, and out to
Moorficlds, ﬂxence througle Cornhill, &e., with cxtraordinary difficulty, clambering
over heaps of yet smoking rubbish, and frequently mistaking where 1 was. The
ground undd® my feet so hot that it even burnt the soles of my shoes.
At my return 4 was 1n(1mtdy concerncd to find that gogdly church, St. ],’a.uls
now a sad ruin, and that K cautiful portico (for structure Lompalab'lc to any in
Europe, as not long before%epaired by the late King) now rent in pieces, flakes
of vast stone split asunder, and nothing remaining entire but the inscription in
the architrave, showing by whom it was built, which had not one letter of it
defaced. It was astonishing to,sce what immense stones the heat had in a mannern
calcined, so that all the onmmmxx{s columns, friczes, capitals, and projeetures of
massy Portland stone flew off, even to the very roof, where a sheet of lead covtr-
ing a great space (no less than six’ acres by aneasure) was totally melted ; the
ruins of the vaulted roof falling broke into St. Faith's, which being filled with
the magazines of books belongmg to the stationcers, and carried t}nthu for mfc,ty
they were all consumed, burning for a week following. . . . . There lay ini ashes
that most venerable church, one of the most ancient ])ICLCS of " carly piety in the
Chrxshan world, besides ncai 10Q more; the lead, iron-work, bells, plate, &e.,
melted; the exquisitely wrought Mercers’ Chapel, the euimptuous }xchange,
the august fubric of Christ Chu1 ch, all the rest of the (/Ul]ll)d'nl(,b Halls, splendid
buxldmgs, arches, entries, all in dust ; the fountains dried up and ruined, whilst
the very water remained boiling; . . . . subterrancan cellars, wells, and
dungeons, formerly warehouses, still burning in stench and dark clouds of smoke,
so that in fve or six miles traversing about I did not sec onc load of timber un-
consumed, nor many stones but what were calcined white as snow. The people
who now walked about the ruins appeared like men in some dismal desert, or
rather in some great city wasted by a cruel enemy; to which was added the stench
that came from some poor creatures’ bodies, beds, and other combustible goods.
Sir Thomas Gresham’s statue, though fallen from its niche in” the Royal
Exchange, reinained entire when all those of the Kings since the Conquest were
broken to picces; also the Standard in Cornhill and Queen Elizabeth’s efligies,
with some arms on Ludgate, continucd with but little detriment, whilst the vast
iron chains of the city streets, hinges, bars, and gates of prisons were many of
them melted and reduced to cinders by thervelitment heat. Nor was I yet able
to pass through any of the narrower streets, but kept the widest : the ground and
air, smoke, and fiery vapour continued so intense that my hair was almost singed,
and my feet unsufferably surbated.* The by lancs and nafrower streets were quite
filled 5 up with rubbish, nor could any one have possibly known where he wes but
by‘thg ruins of some church or hall that had some remarkable tower or pinnacle
remaining. I then went®towards Islington and Highgate, where one might have
scen, two, hundred thousand people of all ranks and degrees dispessed and
lymg along by their heaps of what they ccald save from the fire, deploring their
loss, ang, though rcady to perish for hunger 4nd destitusion, yet-not asking one
penny . for relief, which tp mc appeared a stranger sight than any Ihad yet
behold.  His Majesty. and councily indeed, took all imaginable cafe.for their
relief by proclamation for the. coyutry to come in and refresh them with provi-
siopsy; ;. In the, midst of a1l this calamity sad confusiou there was, Lknow nothow,
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an alarm begun that the French and Dutch, with whom,we were in hostility, were

not only landed, but even entering the city. Ther® was in truth some dayh
before great suspicion of those two nations joining, and now th.'xt they had been
the occasion of firing the town. This repost did so terrify, that®Mh a sudden
therecwas such an uprgar and tumult that they ran from their godlls; and, taking
what wcapons they could come at, they could not be ioppcd ﬁom falling on some
of those natlons whom they casually met, without senbe or rcason. The clamour
and peril grew so exgessive that it made the whole court amazed, and they did
with infinite pains and great difficulty reduce and appease the peopls, sending
tuoops of soldiers and guards to cause them to retire into the fields again, where
they were watched all this night. I left them®pretty quict, and came home
sifficiently weary and broken.” From the inscription on the north side of the
Monument it appears that the total amglint of destruction was “eighty-nine
churches, the City gates, Guildha]l, many public structures, hospitals, schools,
libraries, a vast number of stately edifices, thirteen thousand two hundred dwell-
ing-houses, foar hundred streets; of twenty-six wards it utterly destroyed fifteen,
and left e:ght others shattered and half burnt. The ruins of the City were foug
hundred and thir ty-six acres from the Tower by the Thames side o the Temple
Church, and from the porth-cast gate along the City Wall to Holborn Bridge.

To the estates and fortunes Qf the citizens it was merciless, but to their lives very
favourable (only cight being: lost), that it might in all things resemble the last
conflagration of the world.,”**The limits of the fire may be thus traced :—Temple
Church, Holborn Bridge, Pye Corner, Smithficld, Aldersgate, Cripplegate, near
the end of Coleman Street at the end of Basinghall Street by the Postern, at the
upper end of Bxshopsgate Street, in Leadenhall Street, by the Btandard in Corn-
hill, at the Church in Fenchurch Street, by the Clothworkers’ Hall, at the middle
of Mark Lane, and at the Tower Dock. The part of the City left standing
within the walls contained eleven parishes, occupying an area of seventy-five
acres. Anc this was all that the Great Fire had left of London! A table of
estimates of the loss is given in Maitland’s < History,” which amounts to nearly
eleven millions.

We have seen from the preceding extracts that the King and his brother ex-
erted themselves greatly in endeavouring to check the progress of the fire, to
prescrve as far as possible somcthing like order in the midst of so much inevit-
able confusion, and to ameliorate the unhappy condition of the? inhabitants thus
suddenly deprived of their homes, :and dispersed through the*open country,
 geveral miles in circle, some under tents, some under moiserable ‘hutg. and
hovels ; many without a rag or any necessary utensils, bed or board ; who, from
dclicateness, riches, and cvery accommodation in stately and well-fummhed
houses, were now reduced to extremest poverty and mifery.”” ¥ In a manuseript
from the%ecretary's office, quoted by Dr. Echard in his ¢ History of England,’
we have a picture of the “inerry’ mbnarch” which places him in a very favour-
able light. “ All own®the immediate hand of God, and bless the gogdness of
the King; who made the round_of the fire usually twice every day, and for many
hours togefher, on horseback and on foot, gave orders fox ptsaing the work by
threatenings; desires, example, and good store of money, which he himself dis-
tribuged to thesworkers out of a himdred-pound bag, which he carried with him

* From the trauslation of the Latin inecription given i Maitland. t Evelyn.
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f01 that puppdse.” Conduct like this was calculated to attract the popular
favour, as it degerved ; and the pocts were not slow in commemorating it in verse
sufﬁc1ent1y Jenegyrical, whatever other defects it might exhibit. Here is one
specimen from ¢ The Conflagration 8f London Poctically Delineated, by Sir J. Li.;
Knight and 'Baronet 1667, whu-h must make the most Serious smjle, in'spith
of the awful nature of the s{bject :—

“Tere Casar comes, with buchets in his eyes,
And father in his hear!. Come, come, he cries,
Let’s make one onset more.  The scatter’d troops
At his word rafly and retrieve their hopes:
The rebel flaes, they say, felt Charles was there,
And, sneaking back, grew tamer than they were :
So that, no doubt, wete Fates to be defeated
By wan, the city’s fatd had then Fetreated,
But loyalty befriends the flames.c Their own
Dangers neglected, thine affrights.  Alone!l
Alone! dear Sir, let’s fall, they cried aloud,
And hazard not three kingdows in a crowd.”

We: return to more serious matters.  The origin of so awful a calamxty was of
course the very first object that engaged the attention ofe the King an& the Par-
liament after the lapse of the {ust few anxious days. A Committee was ap-
pointed on the 25th of the same month. The report was made on the 224 of
January following, by Sir Richard Brook, chairman, who stated that they
had received “many considerable informations from divers credible persons
about the matter,” which they now laid before the House. The first evidence
was “ a letter fr6m Alanson,” of the 23rd of August, 1666, New Style, writ-
ten from one Dural to a gentleman lodging in the house of one of the ministers
of the French Crown in London, called Monsicur Herault: these were the ex-
pr(-ssions —“They acquaint me with the truth of certain news which is common
in this country, that a firc from Heaven is fallan upon a city cilled Belke,
situated on the side of the river of Thames, where a world of people have been
killed and burnt, and houses also consumed: which seemed a word of cabal,
cast out by some that were knowing, and others that mightebe ignorant of the
signifieation of it.” Mrs. Elizabeth Styles informed the Committee that a French
servant of Sir Vere Fan had said to her in ‘Apr{l last, * You English maids will
like the Frenchnfen better when there is not a house left between Temple Bar
and London Bridge;” and, on her answering, “ I hope your eyes will never
see that,” hereplied, « This will come to pass between June and October.”
William Tinsdale heard one Fitz-Harris, an Irish Papist, say, about the Begin-
ning of July, « there "\vould be a sad desolation m September in November a
‘worse ; in December all Would be united into one.” Two other witnesses re-
ported conversations of a very, similar nature, ¢ Papists” in cach case being tBe
prophets. This was one line of evidence. 'f'he‘next could it be depended on, was
very mech more to the purpose. This was the confession! of * Robert Hubert, of
Rouen in Normandy, who sckeowledged that he was one of those that fired the
hotse of Mr. Farfuer, a baker, # Pudding Lane,” at the mmg&wn of one
Btoplien Piedloe, who came out of France with him, by putting a fire-ball st tbﬂ
enid of « long pole, and lighting it with & pfece of mateh which he putein-at
a windew. . He had slso, he said, * Three-and-twenty complices, whereof
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Piedloe was the c¢hief” Mr. Graves, a French memhant living in St. Mnry
Axe, declared he knew Hubert to be * fit for any®villanous ent@l'puse, and
that, having visited him in gaol, the latter had confossed hlmshlf' gsuhy remark-
ing he had not done it ““out of apy malice to the English nation,” but from a
desire of reward,” whith Piedloe had promised him on his return Yo France. « 1t
is obseryable,” remar ks the report, * that this n‘suablc creature, who con-
fesseq hinmself beéfore the Committee to be a Protestant, was a Papist and died
so." The well-informed Mr. Graves was also acquainted with Piedloe, who was
‘a gery deboist (debauched) person, and apt to any wicked design.” The
baker, Farryner, being examined, said it was hu])osslhlc any fire could happen
1y his house by agcxdcnt for he ha(l as beforesmentioned, after twelve of the
clock that night, gone through L‘V(‘.l) room  thercof, and found no fire but in dne
chimney, where the room was pated withe bricks, which fire he diligently raked
up in embers. Lastly, Huliert was sent under guard to ““see if he could find
out the plaw where he threw the fireball,” which he did with perfect accuracy.
The third speucs of cvidence related to the fireballs and other combustible
matter said o be thrown into various houses during the days: Danicl Weyr
manset, Esq., < say _a man apprehended near the 1unplo -with his peckets
stuffed with combustble matter.” Dr. John Parker saw some * combustible
matter” thrown into a shopin the Old Bailey ; * thereupon he saw a great smoke
and smelt a smell of bnnmﬂmc Three witnesses all agreed that they saw a
person flinging something into a house near St. Antholmes church, and that
thercupon tlm hous«, was on fire ... . and when this was done there was no fire
near the place. Testimony of a samewhat similar nature was offered by other
persons. Lastly, Mr. Freeman, of Southwark, brewer, found it his house, which
had been lately burnt, abont a quarter of an hour before that happened, a paper
with*a ball of wild-fire in the nave of a wheel; and Mr. Riehard Harwood, being
near the Feathers tavern, by St. Paul’s, on the 4th of September,  saw some-
thing through a grate in a cellar, hkc wild-fire ; by the sparkling and spitting of
it hc could judge it to be no other ; whemupmx he gave notice of it to some sol-
diers that were near the place, who caused it to be quenched.” Thus far the first
report. Additiond were subsequently made of a similar, but certainly not more
trustworthy, character. Then fpllows the report of the « Committee apponted to -
certify information touchmg the ins8lency of Popish pricsts and Jesuits, and the
increase of Popery.” The very heading of this last report sibws the animus of
the then Parliament; yet the Committee of that House, in making the report
befdrc mentioned, offer no decided opinion of their own. 'This ig surely a sigpificant
Rict.® Hubert may have fired the house; there may have been wicked, mis-
cherous and discontented individuals who endeavoured to increase the <horrors
of the tigie in the modes described in the evidence; y,t how much of this evidence
finght #iot be explained by the gencwl excitement,of mind in which all the wit-
néssés ihust havo participated, %nd by the important remark of Pepys already
trantdi'iﬁed cofteerhing ’the ““shoWer of fire- drops,” which he expressly says set
fre'to hdijsés which the conflagration had not reached ! But, at all eyents, that o
latge Body of people, whether foreigners or'Papists, were coflcarnied in the affair,
ibefia ¢5 ua to be partly prOVed by the very absence of such a chatge in the
Déimifttce's feport; but still more by the facts that, first, it is impossible to
"diacover Kow « Papists,”” the body chiefly suspected, could have been benefited by
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the destruction of the metgopolis of their country ; and secondly, that no attempt
of any kind q‘upears to have becn made by any party, when—on the hypothesm of'
their gullt-—suécess had rewarded their atrecious efforts, and they had only to
reap the harvEst tf\ey desired.  As to Hubert, although, according to Clarendon,
neither the Judge nor any person present at his trial believed his sgory, bat all
saw that he was a poor dxstSacted wretch, weary of his life, and anxious to part
with it, yet the jury found ‘im guilty, and the King and the¢judges, ‘notwith-
standing their conviction of his insanity, allowed him to bg exccuted! * It was
soon after complained of,” says Bishop Kennet, in his < History of England,’
“ that Hubert was not suf’ﬁuent}y examined who set him to work, or who joined"
with him.” And Mr. Hawles, in his remarks upon Fitz-Harris's trial, is bold to
say.that, < the Commons resolvmg to examinesHubert upon that matter next ddy,
Hubert was hanged before the houst sate, and so could tell no further tales.”
We must add one still more important picce of evidence, Maitland * says that
“ Lawrence Peterson, the master of the ship that brought Hubert over, upen his
examination some time after, declared that the said Hubert did nét land #/ two
days after the fire.” The truth appears to be that Hubert was insane ; and yet
the poor crealure was executed! This is dreadful work to have taken place in
England only one hundred and seventy-five years ago. Nor does it scem to
have been done as a sacrifice to the popular frenzy. Itis statcd in the < Pictorial
anland '+ and we find no evidence to the contrary, '..hat “to the lasting honour
of the London populace, desperate and bewildered as they were, and nnd with
excitement, they shed no blood, leaving such iniquities to be perpetrated by
the fabricators of Popish plots, the Pd.llhlnlu}t and the judges.” 1t is gratifying
to be able to add, from the same authonty, that during this unhappy per 10(1
“acts of Christian charity were performed on all sides, old animosities were
mutually forgotten, nothing was remembered but the present desolation, all
kinds of people expressing a marvellous charity towards those who appeared to
be undone.”

. In addition to the distress and alarm felt by all during the fire, and the loss
and physical pnvatlons it entailed for some time on the greater part of the popu-
lation, it left an immense amount of difficulty and trouble behind in connexion
with the arrangements necessary for the rebuilding. The King and the Governinent
had now a painfu] duty to perform. On the one hahd, they saw the necessity of pre-
venting a new Loxdon from arising on the ruins of the old, liable to all the same
dangers and inconveniences; and,in an affair of such magnitude, some little time
for canmderatlon was mdlspcnsable —onthe other, they beheld twohundred thousand
persons blvouackmg without the ruins of their late homes, all clamorous fof the
re-¢rectjon of their dwellings, shops, and warchouses, and who, in their extremity,
were unwilling to listen % eny schemes of amclioration which should cause ‘A
single day’s delay There was also the very delicate task to perform of Fare?uﬂy
restoring to each person his own land or situstidn, for the general destruction had
erased so, many of the ordinary marks that offitial supervision and cOﬂtm’l Wéré
mdmpenuble .This part of the business was intrusted to a court of g jﬁdlcat‘u
cénsisting of the principal judges, who fortunately gave such gehera”l ﬁt’i‘sfa.éﬁdﬂ’
thet the Gity enused all their portraits to' be painted. “As to' the  rébuild
the man was'nt hand who could havé enabledthe Rirg withéut oty B d gith
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the City, and one or two cross stxceks to be at
sixty feet; and lanes about thirty feet, excly
s without tharoughf res and courts.” Evelyn’s plan 2
also included wzeul; piazzu of various forms, one of which wo
have formed an oval, with SE. Paul’s in the centre. It differed from Wrew's
~in proposing a street from the church of St. Dunsm’ vin"ﬁle East 75
f%aumdml mdmhanpgnoquayqxtpmalongthenv e ‘
- “Thepracticability of this scheme,” continues the author of the
“ without loss to any man or infringement of any property, wagcat'that time
‘demonstrated, and all ~material objections fully weighed and answered. Thef
“only, and as it-hu mnmow.hla difficulty remaining, w s the ol
 averseness of great part of the citizens to alter their old proporties, and to recede
from building their houses again on the old gmundmdf&undam umm o
’ in many, and unwillingness to give uptheu;ﬁ'operbe-, ough for a '

only, into the hands of public trustees or commissioners, till the ht be dis-
pensed to them ngangmthmmodvmto thgmselvut
possible to be effected.” Thus “the opportunity in a great was lost of
Iﬁ!ﬂgﬁawqty:thmmmmkweuummmodxmhhakhmd, 2
 trade, of mm nrth."" The best, howevet, was done under the clrcm
 which anwmdxbly
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b, ers that “ the interior, built on b

more to the climate of Tggnbardy,

 or the Brenta, than to the Thames, s gl

cheerfulness.” :

" Lord Burling in 1758, when the title becam , and
Burlington-house pilsted to the Duke of Devonshire, Several alterations
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THE ENTRANCE GATEWAY, BURLINGTON-HOUSE,

were made in the interiqge chiefly ugder the direction of Samuel Ware.
Th F Duke of Portland, Prime Minister to George IIL, died in this L]
mangion, in 1809, a few days after he had resigned the seals of office. In"
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S i e o, until the pirgte North. |
i || man can m : Bl of the bockacias tnf” s
390 the fire-wasted timbered house of the middle ages are supplanted | 4 «
e = long of tl® stout stone and brick of modern.days ; eachs e _
ol 1) t spot is big with the memories of the great and good. Here ‘7“ ’
P e s 4| is planted the throne to%which the three kingdoms bow ; and ity
* : ~ |Pobedient Is are the cdlonies or which the sun sets not, in the -~

g islands of the W

ang the spicy provinces of the golden }' “tup  Swpt ®
t.” The travsitiop is

of w*)ndera, but it may be doubted if | 4
they are more than a type of the wonders‘yet to come, which
some future historian of "W estminster may have to record after it hd o
ceased to be the seat of empire, tipough nevem perhaps—as it is about
the centre of the habitable globe—fto be other than the gentre of the
civilisation world has yet seen, destimed hereafter possibly
to absorb mz.othu civilisation in itself, or be absorbed in a larger
scheme that Il embrace the whole family*of man. Mr Walcott

r'duh with the past, the future he justly lee.} to its own historian.

76 will take a short extract to show somg points in whicly the | - o
estminster of Elizabeth’s time resembled $hie Westminster of our ®
time :— ; .
2 FORYER CONDITION OF WESTMINSTER.
The state of the parish appears to have been most disastrous and wretched in ‘°
this reign. Oertain orders were taken on October 8, 25 Eliz,, by Lord Byr- . * .
“ by

Jeéigh, Sir William Cecil, K.G., and Dean Goodman, that “no butcher shou ®
the common street, nor kill a bull unless it had been figst baited a 1
Al presently before the killing, upon pain of paying 3s 4d.”
: } ‘wise however was issued—a model for thesqf as we fondly
enlightened times, when mendicancy too often is a better craft than honest
labour, and out-thrives it through mistaken benevolence; for it was ordered in
1554, “the xvij day of September, that all vacabonds and lotherus, boyth |} |
Eaglys men and all manor of strangers, that have no master, should avoid the || -
Cete and BSuburbs upon grett payn;” and in 1567 we find that the Church- i’
M“Mt.wﬂfy:t; made of all the straungers within the e, vjd.

‘ making & Yot i - m“'ﬂ. m':dnjm“" e '
AL ’ . X ‘seven, ”
¢ Wﬂ'ﬁ%‘ Bouses kept by receivers of | e
masterless men, and cutpurses, forty-fivé of whom were known by name, .
‘whose practice was to rob the chambers of gentlemen ang artificers’ shops,. These
haunts of crime were soon after suppressed. o T3 .
Bome of our readers too may learn something of the present civil
nment of Westminster from the following paragraph, though
ol Mayne and the police have now a great deal more to do with
than the Duke®of Buccleuch :— .

CIVIC CONSTITUTION OF WESTMINSTER. A (/
ever, by Act of Parliament, 27 Eliz,, A. D. 1585, appointing twelve wards, | -+
ve and assistants, the civil mle& now efPusted to laymen,
th still"essercises bis authority in the following mauner. He -
and the Chlpter appoint a High 8 , ususlly & nobleman of the highest
wilo holds his office for life, in case of malversation; he rdembles |
the Chancellor of eithér University. The High Steward appoints a deputy, Jke ||
e who by the Dean and Chapter, and presides at the - !

p Lord Burleigh, Thefollowing are the names of
=l -






