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architecture employed by the artist is Italian or Palladian, and 
Femal'kably well adapted for the description of dwelling houses, 
of which the structure is composed. The capitals are well pro
portioned in design, and well executed, but the entablature is 
weak in profile and inefficient in character, for the height of the 
building to which it is appropriated. 

The stories of the mansions are lofty, and elegantly finished, 
and the domestic arrangement of the various rooms convenient. 
and laid out in a masterly style. The situation of this very 
pretty terrace is neal' the north western extremity of the western 
branch of the lake which embellishes and refreshes the park. 
The islet which faces its northernmost wing sweetly diversifies 
the scene, and gives ~harming sylvan character to the prollpect 
from the houses. 

The knoll of Primrose hill which appears above t.he tops of 
the young plantations, looks charmingly, as that passing cloud 
is diversifying its emerald bosom, and removing a somewhat too 
great monotony. A large reservoir of water is being formed 
upon its summit for the supply of the houses in the park, as 
high as their upper stories. This undertaking will add to the 
character which ol1r countrymen have ever enjoyed of adding 
the useful to the ornamental. . 

N ow let us rest a while, and enjoy the passing by of this bevy 
of filiI' demoiselles on their prancing jennets, who appear 
proud of their lovely burthcul!I; accompanied by the gentle 
cavaliers who are escorting them, with beaming eyes and re·· 
joicing hearts. ' 

How beautiful that group of detached buildiugs, north of 
Hanover Ten-ace, composes from the situation in which we now 
are. The first on our left is Albany Cottage, the picturesque 
residence of Thomas Raikes, Esq. As a specimen of the Eng
lish cottage oruee, it is scarcely to be surpassed, even in this 
region of archi.tectural and picturesque beauty. The planta
tions accord with the architecture in a singularly happy manner, 
and at this youthful season of the year, give out delicious and 
health-inspirmg perfumes. 

" Welc6me thoR mother of the year, the IIPrirIr." 

flings old Kit Madow in his masque of the Sun's darling, 
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.. 'l'hat mother, on whose back Age ne'er oan .it, 
For Age still wait. upon lwr; that Spring, the Dune 
Whooe milk th~ SUIUmer !ucb. aod is mude wanton. 
Pbysician to the sick, 8tn·ugth to tlu .. ,"",uml; 
By whom all thiogs above Ilnd under ground 
Are quicken'd with new heat, frelh blood. brll"" vigour. 
That spring thnt on r"ir cheek.i in killeR lnys 
Ten thousllQd welcomes." 

What can surpass the health-inspiring odour that now sur
rounds us; the gaiety of our lightened spirits, the suavity of 
that cloudless sky, or the mirthful carols of the little birds, 
which in this" violet-breathing May," are exulting in the very 
joyou~ness of their being? 

" Hark! the ouckows sing 
Cocltow to we!came in the .pring. 
Brave prick-Mllg! who i.'! now We hear! 
'Ti. the lark' •• ilver leer-a-leer. 
Chirrup the sparrow flies away: 
"'or he f;,il to't ere br.ak of day. 
Ha, ha, I .. wk, hark! Ihe CUd.OW8 .iog. 
Curkow, to wdcOIne in the Spriug. 

MAIU.OW. 

Shall we rise? The next pretty house on the left beyond 
Albany Cottage, is Hanover Lodge, the tasteful dwelling of the 
gallant Colonel Sir Robert Arbuthnot K, C. B. This modest 
mansion has greater pretensions to architectural character, than 
its rural n~ighboul', and its accessaries of course, are in a mOTt' 
liculptural style. 

The house is entered under a handsome portico, which openl'; 
into a spacious hall; the cicling of which is Impported by marble 
colqpl.lls, and its floor decorated with a. handsome teilsellated 
pavement. A well-proportioned dining room nineteen feet six 
inches in length, by sixteen feet in width adjoins the hall on 
one side, and on another is a splendid suit of three elegant 
drawing rooms, extending above sixty feet in length when the 
doors are opened, by eighteen. feet in breadth. A stone stair 
case of good'proportions lead$ to' the upper story, which com
prises nine handsome bed-chambel's, a bathing room with every 
accommodation for that healthful luxury, dressing rooms, and 
other requisites for a rqspectable family. The basement story 
contains an extensive range of culinary, and serviceable domelil-. 
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tie offices, and the out buildings of Ii neat lodge on each sIde of 
the entrance, a gal'dellCi"s lodge, dormitories for men servants. 
a double coach house, four stall stable, coachman's room and 
and other conveniences. 

The grounds, for a town residenee are spacious, and laid out 
with considerable taste and elegance. The variety of form, and 
apparent natural effect of the meandering walks, and irregular 
shaped beds, and baskets cut out in the emerald-velvet turf, 
give greater delight to the tasteful eye, and more pleasure to tht' 
cultivat.ed mind, than the banished formalities of the mathe
matical school of gardening, of Kent and his contemporaries. 

Hud that artist been entrusted with the laying out of these 
grounds he would have sought jokes and conceits in every walk, 
and have dug pract'rcal puns in every bed: even as he sent 
ladics to court, (for he was as often employed in designill/!: 
garments for the gaudy nymphs of his day, as he was mnn
lSions and pleu;;ure grounds), with bodices and floullc·es (1\:<:0-

rated with the five orders of architecture. Entablatures on 
their lovely backs, columns wreathed round their wavy limb~, 
and bases and pedestals on their capacious petticoats. 

Had Kent I say, laid out these grounds, he would have dis
played in eut box, or more formal yew, the star and insignia 
of the eommander of the military order of the Bath, with 
which the gallant proprietor is ennobled. The white horse of 
Hanover would have shone in chalk in commemoration of the 
llame which graces the mansioll, and the crest, f;unily arms 
and honorary additions would have been emblazoned in all the 
honours of London pride, and Virgmia stoek,in proper colours; 
with multangular and polygonal beds; in which all the geome
tl'ieal figures in the first book of Euclid would have been pI'QC~ 
tically demonstrated. 

Now to pursue our journey. The Italian villa before us on 
the right hand side of the road, is the suburban retreat of the 
Marquess of Hertford, designed by Mr. Deeirnus Burton. It" 
buildings and offices are on a larger scale than any other in tht~ 
park, and arc accordant i~ style with the wealth of its noble 
owner •.. Simplicity and chastity of style, characterize its exte
Iiol;,.!1J).d its interior is in the same style of bealitiful simplicity. 
The.~n~(\e hall is protected by a helCustyle portico of that 
sill(rhlar .Athenian order. which emhellishes the door of the 
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octagonal towel' of Andronicus Cyrrhestes, known to Grecian 
antiquaries, as the tower of the winds. The roof is Venetian 
withprojet:<~< eaves,~upportedb;y.'·cantalivers, and concealer! 
guttm t<) prevent the drip~ng of the rain water from the eaves. 
The wings are But'lnounted by spacious glass lanterns, which 
light the upper rooms.' iThe.officesare abundantly spacious, 
being spread ou,t l~e .theviUas.~theancients upon the ground 
floor, ~nda.rfl~ed in\-;lieaame'tyle of chaste simplicity as 
the manSion.·i '·'<·: · ••..•. 

The entrti.rtceJt~gd;i~ J>~rticlllarly. chaste, and the gat~s solid 
and park ... li~El;tlle\pl~ntation8 eminently beautiful, and the 
tout en$e~of the :.whE>leOemesne in good taste. 

Tbia . .i& deeoJ;$.tedsilJ'Ppcity, such as the hand of taste, aided 
hy the purse ofweal~bcan alone execut~. Yet less expense, 
aided bya p~~ ~teim"accomplish beauty. Even in the 
recesses of .ad~tant country village, t.'\.Ste may improve the 
most rigid ecou()1py. S~cl} as a poet, whose name I do not at 
present rem.ember. deseribesas 

"C1(}l1f1 ill the dingle of t\ woo,1 
Ob.cnr'd with bough. t\ cottJlge stood; 
Sweet.Ll"iar deck'd it. lowly door, 
And vin" 8prel!<.l all the 8urumit o'er. 
","p ,.~Jdbarp~ .. g~ble end W88 seen, 
~ed""i~~tllr.'ft lJ!bI¥yveen, 
Hllr~QI1tbe , ~'lIht, from whellc~ the l1ail 
Ot'thtalbilllbllnded down the v811.': 
A~:tWi.efe, .. IIIi'Ya flow'ret gay 
$\~.~ili·;~le/lt';~~III-let on its way: 
A~'ate.·.l!Ove whoJJe leafy .hade 
:~"he1teel'le .how" ito head." 

~q; 

.ij~re:ii a beautiful. spot,bet.ween tb~ n0.t'th easteJ'll. boundary 
(If'llord Hertford's villa, and the portIOn m preparatIOn for the 
use of the menageries ~nd ~ardens of the Zoological Society, 
for such a. ~t~e--omeeas... friend Dashwood wishes to 
h~ve,fothis ~~:·.rer;id,en~~\"~ce. he has beell; re~urned ?y 
hIS Indeperu:t~~;tIle'ghbo.; .. , :,~ett representatIve 11\ parh&-
ment. 

In such a ,:~ gJike a, town houe6 aho1l1cl be 
allowedfu'i" ....•.................•... face.NoGrosvenor. Sq~llre 
mansiitririlor;.. . .... . ... ' .... ..... : s.r-houfJe,should. be skirwd' by 
emerald ' la~~ li~.~.bollt us. NOT;1Ul t~e anhnatedauthor 
of " SaYings antD~ings'j says, should ft an nprightviUa,With 
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a flight of steps leading up to the door~witha round weedy 
pond on a lawn, looking like a basiIl of green peaseaoup on a 
card table," be allowed to contaminate the hallow.ed place. 

A rural style of architecture, should alone preponderate in B. 

spot of such po~ished rurality ~this before us. A house in full 
puff, or a mansion in a court-cut coat andbag~ig, would be as . 
preposterous, among the green fieldl'\ and gay',plltntati()Ilsof the 
Regent's Park, 9,8 my fl'iendDashwood himselt'Xwould-hein his 
full bottomed wig and silk gown{follQwing . the. Leicestershire 
fox hounds, breast high among the,spm'tsm~. Inthis.paradise 
of rural charms, the architect wh()W;~ld comp()8e his design 
in accordance with'" the natural beau~ies of the surrounding 
scenery, should say with the p~ before he. commences his 
sketch. 

.. To me more dellr, cOIIgeoial to Illy heart 
One native charm,than .Uthe /lID .. · of art." 

Were comfort my aml, lncomposing.& fit dwelling for my 
friend, in the very best part of thttpark,ltshould be a cottage, 
an English cottage, not, as Dr. Johnson defines it, It a low 
mean house in the country," but a genuine English cottage in 
the vicinity of the metropolis. Such, as my fl'iend could unbend 
in, amidst his beloved domestic circ1e,and renovate his mental 
and bodily powers, in true and frieruUyhospitality and enjoy-

ment..: '. ' 
My friend's cottage, therefore, shallnot be the abode of either 

poverty or penuriousness. It shall not be, as a witty writer in 
Blackwood"s Magazine asserts all· cottages are, infeste1f with 
colonies· of rats, or communities of sparrows. ltsha.ll have 
neither damp walls, nor smoky chimneys; nor willI allow a 
scolding wife ever to euter' its love .. inspi.tjtlg doors, without 
being metamorphosed intoa~blanee 9fitthandsome mis
tress, who is an exampleofper.petual Smiful~,g~ humour, and 
amillble cheerfulness. . •• . ,·. ,'i . 

~ .. ,.,T;h:e.plantations are alu1osttoI1J.Yln. intl'.' ••. ·~ .. , ••... Te.' ••.. ti.·' .. ()re. a very few 
~Qn8 will accomplish that neCessary .~ndage to the 
grounds of my fl'iend'sproposed cottage resid~ce. It should 
be built on that rising knoll, with its entrance front towards the 
north-west, and, as a good name is every thing, I would call it 
Belle-grove. 

II 
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The front I wot\ld ,p!.~e ata rlloderate distance from the road, 
inasmuch as, the cacnal'i and the opposite plantations, vouch fOT 

the impossibility'ofbu.ving opposite neighbours too near. The 
clevationshduld bc£!imple:,with a plain portico, of a size suffi
cientlyample ' ·.·;to. admita c~rriag~ under ,its roof, to set down 
their ,:(*itolU:g()esin 1,'ainy'Wlla.ther withOut danger to their deli-
cate habilimerits~ . . ' 

Theyfirst h1d1,,()Tvestilmie should be sufficiently large, to 
containHie,cloaks,gritden;;,bonnets, ,hats, coats, parasols, amI 
other' exuvie ".of the ·drawing-room guests i for all stranger>;, 
;.;crvants; traillaBJllen, Ltc.; lihould have a distinct entrance near to 
the I!ervari~j 'Lall;sO thai robbery need ~t be apprehended. 
I n this g~~: 9,pa:rt.m~t, l;\Vouldprovi~e !oom for the bow>, 
and artowRQfl)tI.~w9Qd'$ boys, who aloe famous archers, and 
their fathereti\1Qurages, thisexercise .as tending to expand the 
chest, andl!!trengthenthe muscles of' the arDIs and back. In it. 
i'hould alsobea good sized billiard table, around whidl m)' 
friend may walkfroul six to eight miles of II rainy day, hy way 
of exerciSe, and alford activei\muSemellt to his visitors. 

Of guns, I say nothing, for although our park abounds with 
game, my friend 18 atna,u()f too stullj,ous habits to be much of 
a shot" a~d ev~if.heequalledColonel · Hawker himself, Iw 
would carry his fowling 'pTo~nsitres farther a field than the 
cockney counties 'bf Middlesex or .Surry. 

Thegentlcwati1s own room. should adjoin this general apart 
ment, and have also acommuilieatioll with the common hall of 
entrance;'ilnd have the accomp1odationBof a bath, a dl'essinO" 

t . . ,'.',' ' .' . ', ' " " . t') 

table, IUld 'other sui~ble apparatus, besides that of a small 
writing tahle~ , . , 

The . . . ':on the light, or westward 

~·:l'.1.l<""'U'U, for I like to lUu;ign a 
view from this corner of 

suits in my mind the 
all eyes being engaged 

Il<:!.'>.vf"...... &ttractiOll. In fact, 
e~~;tllat of the table; for who, 1 

h()'Lll\~I::d!~ix~ the eye is satiated by the 
highly .' '. . . . . cllarmlng neighbourhood, and 
the body fatigued by exercise or business, would' not rather sur
vey the gratifying displuy of the hospitable and well ananged 
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family dinner ta.ble, than even th,e tnagnifie~texpanse of 1'able 
bay itself! 

Then, when the banquet is removed, and the snow white 
damask is carried off, leaving the' fin~gl'een baize cover, as a 
preservative of the richly polished table; does it not, at such 
an interesting moment, when the produce ofibe MadeiJ.'as, of 
Oporto, of the east and of the west are about to he arranged 
for our gratification, ~nOl'e than. rival the sulilinl,l' b0autielil of the 
first fine <lay at the close of witltel',8Uch 

81'llN8EB. 

when the balmy air, warmed by tbeincreasing power of the 
,.;un, dissolves the wintry snow upon the verdant lawns, and as 
Horace says, 

" }'1e<l are the snows, the verdant'tarfappP.I\r8. 

Oil the opposite, or left handsiqe of the hall, I would place 
the lIIorning foom, or room of genei's.l occupancy; which should 
havl: a privat.e door opening to a passage leading to the stabh~ 
yard, the otliees of which, should be at a sufficient distance 
from the hOllse, not to be oftensive. The door of the coach 
house, should face the south, which is a rule never to be deviated 
from, for the benefit of t.he sun to dry the carriages when wet. 
Adjoining the stable. yard,. I would arrange the melon and 
cucumber grounds, for the con~eniency of the dung~pit, and to 
keep the kitchen garden free from litter. 

The summer breakfast ,room. the withdrawing room, the 
ladie~i' room, for a professed boudoir would not be IItrictly in cha
racter with a cottage, shoul<l be"i~~ rear) ,opening to the 
sO.llth~east, and all on th~ grolJfl'l " ftOQ~' it,!..il$"mn.tter of faith 
With me, and orthodoxy mwyc~;,;1ltat; ··t~" ~,,the character 
of the genuine cottage to havel),l1.~~~fore-..entiOlled rooms 
on the ground floor. Indeed,fol'myself,l~;uld •. prefer even 
my hed chamber to be on th,egroundlJooriatl~~joihing to my 
own dressing room. 

These apartments, 1 would shelter from the meridian sun, by 
a broad verandah, the supporter!; of which should be overgrown 
with woodbine, jCt'~flminc, h()t!'.!y~"I1r-kles, till' white fragrant 
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clematis, called from the circum.stance of its pouring forth it!'. 
greatest prof.u&onof ~ours in the evening, " the labourer's wel
(:ome home," moritbly.)'oseE),·whichin such u situation would 
bloomevenit.l::meny :Ghnstmas·tide,the .twice flowering arnber~ 
coloure~ corcd~lIj.po~us,~:sweetly$cented pea, the darling 
rnjgnonette,w1'li$I ,J,Y8:~r~f)debf.cultttrc, can be had 'in 
bloom, near~y:~!. *~~~y.~; 

Then in :~~~;"f\~\~dab, the., windows under whi?h, 
should~l: QPen-i:u. ~nclt;l~es , down · to the floor, and willeh 
facin@ . 

K the Iyveet lOulb 
. That b~e. upon a 'baDk of \'jo/etl, 
. St~mg.lia 'giyillg odoar," 

should " bea .• idttgrJ;v~l ' ftlk,as yellow and as smooth as a L1-
merick glO-ve;thenalawn,.as level and as shorn as the cloth of 
a billiard table, intel'&pcl'sed with a few irregularly shaped 
patches, like a slashed doublet, tilled with nature's eJnbroidery, 
hardy annuals, geraniums sdhkin pots, 80 as to be removed into 
the conservatory :in hard ~er;Lady Holland's hotani('.o.l 
pride, the spl~ndid 'imdh~y ' Ihhlia and other beautiful 

., . "sO~"""II'IIUIJ 
AI·.Oae 'roQ!lg 'pril!g give',-.lId choice U lOY." 

SPENSII:R. 

'On tAcFlouth treiU. ;rti~e.gaiIl$t the back of the kitchen ' 
chimney, for theaalte,'ot~)'Val'mth, 1 would have a splendid 
plant of tile Magn91ia~diflora,to .scent the apartments and 
grounds'Mthitsalmon~lik.e:fre.graxwe.I would' have an abun
dance ofsweet-brie~a;:;:;~',~y()r .the best varieties of the 
scentedcabb8.pr~/"eor ,whi~ I would .have grafted on 
lofty 8tc>ClWi'~a.t.;:';~'.tiijirht)<be ," ew,elt or .gathered without 
stoop1b.g. . 

Of .the d~t4~\1.·' " ~;~l1tijttle, except that as my 
friend'scQtage ia t#.~'. . :~ryhighabovetheprincipQl 
floof;' t~o8e .. for.tii~'~"..·~!)m(lbe'appT,Oa~bed by a different 
8taircase/ :'and8eparat"'~~'tll~e of his f~ily. The men ser
vants' roomssAould beiD,t1:i:e.'stable oflices; 

As the cottage would ~ detached, I would have it thatched, 
not that rough sort of thatch like an Irishman's wig, which, one 
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.might suppose, covered Miss Hamilton's celebrated cottage at. 
Glenburnie, or many of the cabins in Ireland, 

" That keep every thioge}iI6but1be weather 0.11 out ," 
D.8DfN. 

where a hurdle or an oldc~'Wbeelis~'~l!" .eroof to 
keep the thatch from beingbltWJl~,,~y. ": ~etb~tcbthat I 
woqld:}lave, should be formeclpf~9~~ ,W.b.~~t~~, laid thick 
and smooth, and trimmed at the eave&,~,(I.ll;ct.am.$lted 
ridges and verges.TJ1is, sort of ro" . ... .. ,.,!~! 8rlldaome 
and appropri$to the ; gentle~xu).rt.\~~}; , ~l,lrm.est 
covering in winter, b.bd the cooleat!.jj~er,whUe,ilating ' is 
directly the reverse... . ....' .' ,', .' '. ', 

But to return to th"'"garden,whieh J::~:ve.~otq~itei~hed. 
I wo~ld have a small f€)untain, the ~!::()f w.lliel1lih~md ,be 
supplied from an elevated cistern in the.stable yard. ·!fbia.,.ould 
be It source of admiration and'.1UIl~ment\t.o~y friend'schil
dren, and at the sametimegi"an,'.greeahle'mIdulatiQQ to the 
air in sultry weather, wbiij})ahaain.t,K..balewoulcbaifordpro
tection to a few brace of ,gold.¥d l~lver nah, • and~thout the 
pretence of a regular aquari~:wo~~o~«,late~.few" water 
lilies and other n'agrant aDdeuli~q,Jiftquatic~ts. . 

I would also have a smallrosariam.which w.ould;.provide rose
buds for the pot-pourri, and leaves forseent-bags, and the use 
of the still worm. Near to the roe..num I wou,ld.llave a hedge of 
the gray aqd spikey lavender,lUl9b$ds.of other~ntflowers, 
and herbs for the same dom8il'liie'}Wl1l~~.A.smailol·chard 
should also be provided, if • ~e . eifflio'f','~igronnds permitted, 
to furnish the dessertwithchoi.~i.~ ,~'\~t ;,.~e be
neath the trees, for due economy, J.' ",~d.'lu~emef!_foin 
aM clover for green meat fqr th~i~~ . . . . . 

Such should be the sort or c~~~;ftwould ~.formy 
friend DashwooQ in ,the Regent'.'PUIj~dJ '. thit\k youlllust 
give meso;mec.redit for mytalQXl.tI~',Qf.tnUl:4mg.~t1.~jnihe air, 
in this instance. 

Let us now. cros8Ma~eldl\.t~,and'''llt;,tht.sy 
summit .of " Primrose HiU. ·a~CO~$l'iof ·this.bridge, 
d~igned 'by Mr. Morg~,Aitr very~~, . appropriate 
8.l~ ,~c~iteetural. I ts .piel'llveeOl!llpo.ed~ " 'lerics of cast 
iron oolUDll)s of the Grecian Doric Order;'. from the sumtniu of 

i 
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which spring the arches which support a flat viad\lct or road
way, and cover with their, lofty ,heads, the road-way of the 
towing-path, the, canal itself, and the, shrubberies on its southerl.! 
bank. The abs$l1S, echinu!l aiid hypotra.chelion of the order, 
are inbeautifulproportion, and ~\l.~sbaft8of ample size. 

The arcbivoltsthat form~, support of the road-way, are also 
in accordance with the, ordeJ';aithol1gh fastidious critics may 
Qbjectto thedi,jDityoftiepureancient Doric being viQlated 
by degrading;Jlu.~o.,$U:ppbrters of modern arches. See the pUlti' 

of Maccl~t#1')3fI"~.;,~, " :' . . .. 
If anyexeuse -ean 'bJi"found for thls error 10 taste, It IS 111 

the nece8sityof the "case,' or rather in the advantages that result 
from it. The cClltre arch is appropriated to the canal and the 
towin~ath,and the two external a.rche.to the accommodation 
of foot passengers beneath them, and as riaducts for the road 
aboveihem. Solid piers, therefore, would h~ve rendered the two 
elrt$'nal~rches,d.a.rk vaults.;8.Q.dpenorations in them, would 
only have furnished dipgy apertures with awkward angles. 
By carrying the springing!! ofthe arches on columns, these diffi
culties were removed, and by springing minor arches transversely 
to the road, cutting the main arches with bonnet groins, the whol€ 
i. rendered light,airy, and eonvenient. The only objection is in 
tile choice of ,colunins of ilie Grecian order. the first born of archi-
tecture, for this degrading office, and in depriving them of their 
natural and e1;l'ective epistyles, which might have been agree
ably alld. tastefully c::onnected 'with the archivolts of the vous-
5oira,bythesubstltution of ~on place bonnet groinings of 
the poa} cellar ;wbilst '. the .. less pure architecture of Rome 
would~avefurnished abundance of precedent.\\ for the support 

\<ifarehesbycol1,JiIJ.Il.s..,...apd the architecture of Greece does not 
aHord even a soUtlU')' ,example of the practice. I t has, however, 
a belUltiful ,a.nd . light appearance, and is an improvementinelre
cntiollupon a'd~no#.' PerrO)\~t·8·. fQr an arcnitectur(ll bridge. 
th~ti.,a hridgeof,p"deN.T~OGIllmns are well'plQpOr1.ioned, 
~rui suitably robuSt. cat:rying.~idity, grace and beauty in ,ev",ty 
,pa;1'\;"i frolll the ,JM~Y gr.andenl' -.of .,the abaQl18" to.thegraceful 
reV#\lvinvof .tltebetmtifu1~~~.,a,nd to the,~esti.p.l4im,plieity 
ofttlesltgh~i11dentei;jn&~B.I4d -iniie~~e archivolt, 
fonued. after ;,tbe .. qIij~',Qfthe .orde1'j b~en surmounted ,by a 
prQpetentaolature, anci~1l>locJcing conrse,with 8camilli se(iback 
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as the rise, or perforated with panels, the bridge would have been 
unexceptionably the most novel, and the most tasteful in the 
metropolis. Even as it is, it is scarcely surpassed for lightness, 
elegance, and originality by any in Europe. ,,0 It is of the same 
family, with the beautiful little bridge in Hyde Park, between 
the new entrance and the barrack$. 

Let us now re-enter the park, and proceed with our journey. 
The grounds in preparation on our right, are for that very useful 
and praiseworthy institution the Zoological Society, lUld are in
tended for the reception of their living animals, after the mode 
of the establishment called the garden of plants at Paris. Thi!' 
new establishment will consist of a spacious menagerie, an 
aviary for choice birds, a museum for stuffed and preserved sfW
cimens; and fish po~ds, with other necessary appendages for 
the cultivation of Zoological studies. 

The east gate, or, as 1 helieve it is to be caned, Chester Gate, 
is now before us. We examined it yesterday in our general 
perambulation, (see page 22), therefore shall pass it by, find keep 
within the delightful verge of the park. 

The pile of buildings that we are now approaching is ttl(> 
new 

COLl.Ii.GIATk: CHUItCH, AND HOSPI1'AI , OF ST, KATlIERIN E, 

and is building in lieu of the ancient foundation of that name, 
which has lately been pulled down to make way for the great 
commercial establishment, the dock of St. Katherine, near the 
Tower, DOW in progr(lss. 

As the sun " is pa861ing hot, and this seat opportunely:'vacul)t. 
we may rest ourHelves before we approach the building, and 
",ew its grouping at a distance. Deing very little of nn anti
(!t1ary, I must refer you to Dr. Ducarel's elabora.te history of St. 
Katherine'S, for historical accounts of' its founders, and othe)" 
particullll'S. But it is a singular instance of the mutability of 
hum.an affairs, that a portion of our vast metropolis, whic~' one 
of our Illost splendid monarchs, Edward In., the magnificent 
f()Qnder of Windsor Castle, intended as a metropolitan' court, 
under the name of East Minlter, or the Abbey of St. Mary of 
the Graces, and as a rival to West 1lfinster, should become in 
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"fter times, as " St. Katherine's," the most disgraceful and abo-
minable of all the low precincts of the metropolis. 

The memory of this foundation is recalled to my mind, as 
having been for years past under the spiritual guidance of the 
mild, amiable and truly Rev. G. F. Nicolay, who was presented 
to the honourable office ofIpior brother, together with the 
parish of my ancestors, St. Iliehael Royal in the city, by the 
late Queen Charlotte, to whom his father, the celebrated composer, 
was music master. 

This small ecclesiastical establishment, whose proper title if'> 
" the peculiar and eKempt jurisdiction of the collegiate church 
or free chapel of St. Katherine, the Virgin and Martyr," was 
fOllnded by the hold and ambitious Matilda, queen consort of 
king Stephen, in the year 1148, and dedr..:ated to St. Katherine. 
It was dissolved in 1272, and the present hospital founded in 
the following year by queen Eleanor, and dedicated to the same 
saint. It has continued unaltered till its present removal. 

The establishment of this college, or hospital, consists at pre
Ilent. as it did on its second foundation by queen Eleanor, of a 
master, three brothers, who must be in priest's orders, three 
sisters, single women, ten bedes-women usually nominated by the 
mastel', a registrar, a high-bailiff, and some other officers. 

The buildings of this Royal college, as 1 before mentioned, 
were all swept away, by the spirit of commercial enterprize, to 
make way for the new docks, and are rebuilding, as we now 
see them, in the more royal situation of the Regent's Park. 
The old church, as '1 well remember, was a handsome structure, 
though muoh concealed from sight by the confined nature of 
its situation; and had a more modern appearance, fl'om the neat 
state of repair, in which it had been kept, than its real anti
quity walTanted. The interior waS well deserving of notioe, 
but aU that remains of it now, nre descriptions in the works 
of our archaiologists, and fragments collected and preserv.ed by 
some curious admirers of our ancient architecture, at the sale 
of its old materials. Among these, Mr. Cottingham the archi
tect, who is known t,o the public by many exc.eUent prints of the 
ancient architecture of England, has c.,letecia Gothic 
museum adjoininghia oftic:e in Waterloo Road, from its interes\
iI;lg fragments. 

The ancient structure consisted of the church, c1oistel'l, a 
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burial ground, tho sister's close and dwellings, the !,rothl'r's 
houses, the ~lIaster's house, bedes~women's houses, l.\' eourt-room, 
'chapter-room, &c. 

The church was divided into a body and a choir by a hand
lome ' carved screen. The choir consisted of .a nave, and two 
aisles. Tho windows were handsome and light, particularly the 
e~st window, which was .deserve~!¥,; admired~or its magnific~l1t 
size and elegant proportlOns, llY "~el'Y connOisseur and adwuer 
of' our ancient ecclesiastical architecture. This splendid win
<.low was the largest in and about the metropolis, being thirty 
fel~t in height, by twenty-Ieill' in width, and contained [)61 feet 
of glass, exclusive of the stone mullions and tracery. It pOUled 
:1 majestie and almost overpowering ' flood of ,,light,over the 
antique pillars and venerable 1ll0llumenu; that. were in the 
ehurch, and ;;t~t forth ,heir beauties in the highest perfection. 
The altar~piecc that was under thi;; emblematic.al eastern source 
of light, was of pure design, and in the richest style of' the florid 
Gothie. The beautiful stalls, whidl 1 am happy to learn, are. 
with other pa.rt~ of this venerable fabric, carefully preserved for 
re-erection in the new chapel, were began by William de Erl
desby, master of the hospital, in 1340, and were finished by 
John de Hermest.horp, who was master in 1369. 

Among the vnluahle antiquities that are to be thus reinstated 
ill the new chapel, is the singular and curiously carved historical 
pulpit that was givon in 16'21, by Sir Julius Cffisar, the then 
master ; who repaired the entire edifice, and was otherwise a 
great benefactor. It is hexagonal in plan, each angle has an 
lonicpilaster,with a fanciful entablature that fonus the upper 
rim or desk .of the pulpit. Each pilaster is panelled, and has a 
scroll of foliage within it. Between each ,pilaster, that is on 
every face, is an arch springing from an impost ; uudor the ar

,chivolto{ which js carved in relief a view of some part of the 
then buildings. 

As the pulpit is under repair in the carpenter's shop, and I 
have permigsion to viewit, wew.ill examino its unique carvings, 
before we go. No.1, Ducarcl)nforms 11S.is the north, 2, the 
east, ·3, the wegt,and 4, the south views of the ancient hos
pital;5,is theouwr gate,and 6, the inner gate. By these 
sculpt"Qres, the ar. has conveyed to our time, four views of 
the h6spital, and also two of its gates, as they were in his days. 

. T 
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This ii'l one of the most. ancient wooden pulpits now remaining 
to us, as before the Reformation, pulpits of stone ~f 6"'eat size 
were more usual. To commemorate this, the donor ha..<; caused 
t.o be carved round the base, the following inl'lcription in large 
and bold characters, "EZR.A THE. SCRIBE STOO D UPO N 
A }lULPIT OJ<' WOOD, WIIICn HE HAD MADE FOR 
THE PREACHEN." NEll. viii. 4. 

The splendid tomh, consi~ting of a canopy of curious fret
work, under which lie the marble figures of John Holland, duke 
of Exeter, his first wife, and his sister, is also to be reinstated 
in the new chapel; as are also the· other monuments, and the 
valuable organ that was erected in the old church, in 1778, hy 
the celebrated Mr. Green, which is reckoned t.o be one of the 
finest, partieulnrly ill it" swell, uf any in Enghwtl. 

This duke of Exeter, whose tomb wilJ occupy a conspicuom 
pla.ce in the new chapel, was a great benefactor to the hospital. 
lIt; was lord high Admiral of Englund, in the reign of Henry 
VL, and also constable of the tower, and master of the hos
pit.al. He died August 5th, 1447; when this monument, with 
..-tattles of himself, his first wife Constance and his sister, was 
erected by his st~cond witl~, who survived him. 

011 the death of t.his ludy, she by will desired her execut.or, 
Dr. Pinchbekc, to bury her in the same vuult, and to avoid all 
unnecessary pomp and expense, which he strictly complied with. 
This is probably the reason why her figUl·e wa.s not placed 
with that. of her husband and the other two ladies, as there is 
sufficient room. 

TilE QUEEN CONSORTS OF ENGl.AND, are by law the per
petual patronesses of St. Katherine's; this hospital being con
sidered us part. of their dower. They l1ominate, as the lawyer", 

say, pleno jure, the musters, hrothersand sisterl':; and ~HlY 
inc.rease or lessen their number, remove them, alter any statutes, 
or make new ones at pleasure; for their power in these instances 
is unli.mited. 

When there is ·no q'/l.een~n!Qr~, the king nominate!l the 
master, brothers &c. (to borro~ another law phrase) pro hac 
vice. But theQueel~ DOW4ger has no power or jurisdiction, 
when there is a queen consort. All the a.ttfl:m,Ptsthat have been 
made in ancient and m«lerntimes for this jIlrpose, have proved 
inefi'ee.tuai; and the ~lltences of the ('ourtsof law bal'e unani-
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mously cOflfirmed the great and unlimitec powers of the 
QUEEN CONSOlt'l'S of England, over this small ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction. 

The busincs80f this house is transacted in chapter, by the 
master, broth,ers and sisters; and it is singularly remarkabl(' 
that by the statutes, the sisters have therein a vote equally with 
the brothers; and that no business can be donc there, without 
the votes of four of the members, one at least of which must 
he a sister, The other officers of thi~ house are elected by a 
majority of votes, and their patents confirmed under the chapter 
Ileal. 

The principal officers so elected, are the commissary or officcr 
principal, who in his licenses is styled," Commissary or official 
of the peculiar and exempt jurisdiction of the collegiate church, 
or free chapel of St.·Kath~rine, the Virgin and Martyr;" the 
registrar, the steward, the surveyor, receiver, and chapter-clerk, 
besides a clerk, sexton, 8tc. 

The architect of the new building, which, if you are suffi
ciently rested, we will now approach, had therefore a splendid 
original to compete with; and it is but doing justice to well 
cultivated taleI,lt, to admit that he has eminently Ilucceeded. 

The quadrangle on our left is the hospital, composed of the 
collegiate church or free chalJel in thE~ centre, with dwelling-
houses on both sides for the brothers and sisters, the chaplain 
and other officers; and the building on our right diredly oppo
~te and overlooking it, is for the residence of the mastel" Ser 
the plate <!f St. Katheri1le's Hospital. 

The present master is Sir Herbert Taylor, the senior brotlwl' 
the Rev. George Frederick Nicolay; and the architect, whost 
talents in desiglling and executing the buildings which I }WH' 

just recommended to your notice, is Ambrose Poynter, }<~sq. a 
pupil of Mr. Nash. 

The church is a. hand80rne building' itt the Gothic or old 
English style of architecture, and bears a tmly collegiate eha 
racter in its composition. The west window is well proportionec 
and in good taste, the doorways judicious and appropriate t.o 
their purpose. Theturretted buttresses at the angles are also in 
good proportion, but fail in effect as they rise, by being too plain 
in their crockets and finials, whereas a greater richness in these 
upper parts, increasing as they rise from the gl'ound,in con-
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formity with all our best examples, .would have beel} productive 
of a IUuch better effect; whilst on the\t0ntrary, their present 
meagre finishing is too, much in the FreM" style, and resemble!! 
the modern Gothic of Strawherry HiH, and Arlington Street 
too much, to be pleasing to the genuine admirer of the old 
English st.yle of architecture, The wings which improve the 
effect of the composition, are for the purpose of a school-house 
Oil ol\e side, and the chapter-room on the other. 

The dwellings are extremely commodious, and exhibit both 
externally as It part of the composition, and internally as in
tended for convtmience and utility, a skilful and artist-like 
11 rrangeruent. 

As soon as this group of horsemen are passed, and the dust 
whicl).theyhave l'aili1t~d tHIS a little subsided, we will pass over 
to tlte master's house, and take a general Vlf)W of the quadrangle. 
But t;tuy, one of the workmen hu!; just opened the door of the 
church. Let us therefore walk in and take a peep at Mr. 
IloyntCl"s mterior arrangement. 

Well gentlemen! what think ye '! Indeed this much sur
passes the outside', of which, however, 1 make IlO complaint, 
except as to the want of a little more richness in the turretts. 
This ceiling is really masterlYiand characteristic, and the whole 
in plain good blste, and in excellent keeping. The east window 
i" very fine, and the smaller windowR in the north and south 
walls harmonize well with the master key that governs them. 
The joinery is, in equally good 'taste with the rest of the design. 
and is a.dmirably executed. A little more richness of colour 
from the employment of more costly materials might be wished 
f()I'; but penuriousness towards our architects, is one among the 
victtl'; of our patfolls, that it would be well for them to amend. A 
charming air of chast(h simplicity pervades the whole, which ill 
in stl'ict accordance with' the appl'Opriation of the sacrro edifice. 
Its propor,tions are ainety ,feet in lengt,h, thirty in width, afld 
f()rty-~yeilb~leig~t. The shields~der the windows are,to be 
eJll;bla~ned witll,th.,.arm-sof tbeQueer,t, consorts, patronesses 
of theYQspital. . . .• 

Now gentlemen, if you ha~ . .a.tildied yo\tl~elv«!$witft .this 
inspection of the re-edifying ofJ;he prou4'~mp~l\1aud's 
liberality and piety, we will.~the road, and &<te whit ttlOdern 
hberality,.oo scieneeii -doi~ for the pl'ott!~tant .lay malter or 
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the once Catholic ho~ital ,of St. Katherine, Whether there 
;u'e any pretty blue-eyed HUllS of St. Katherine's \lOW among 
the sisters, is a que8tion, I fcar, we must not ask of the brave 
and gallant master of the sisterhood. 

Stay! before crossing let me call your attention to the ends 
of the houses, that forlll the nurth and south sides of the quad
rangle., Thcy are admirably characteristic of the intention of 
the founder, whilst the sculptures of the Boyal and other arms, 
and inscriptions indicative of the nature of the buildings, arc 
in happy accordance with the architecture and style of sculp
ture, and the mode of inscriptions of the day. 

Now for the mast.er'!! mansion. Truly wcre it finished",and 
some of the tawny tint" of time deposited upon its Rurfaee, we 
might really take it for the habitation of the prior to some rich 
and mitred abbot. Its separated angle ehimney flues, their 
ornamented tops, the fastigated gables, and narrow eelJ~like 

windows in the attics, the mullioned windows of the upper 
story, the bow, and hay windows, and porches to the doors of 
the principal story, give the whole a conventual or rather a 
coll(~giate look. See the plat(~ ot' the dwelling-holtse C!.f'tlte masin' 
of St. Katberille's lJospitlll. The handsome well-laid out plea
sure grounds, the store of kitchen gardens, and the stable offices, 
reminding one of t.he tithe-bam, keep up the illusion: and no~ 
thing hut a father Paul 01' two at the windows, rubifying the 
sccne like the coloured bottles in a chemist's window, and a 
living skeleton or two in the shape of lay brothers, lahouring in 
the gardens, are wanting to complete the picture. 

But in reality we shall se(~, instead of the high and mighty 
empres8's original intention of cloistered monks, and earth
bereavcd nuns, supporting a few bigottcd paupers; a set of 
high spirited gentll3men;w.prthy brethren, andaminble sisters of 
the protestant order of St. Katherine; at least we may so COll

jeeture from the 'domestic, arrangements of the house, living a 
life of equal jollity, and of much less hypocrisy. 

Truly, these rooms&re very handsome and well proportioned; 
the cornices iUld other mouldings are also in duc character with 
the l~~ingfeatures Of' the design, and the whole an'angement 
of the plan is judicious, eOllvcllient and appropriate. Much as 
I love tllil. Greek style for real beauty, and apt as I am to ex
claim widl Dr. Johnson U so much Greek, so rimch gold," I 
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must admit on viewing this beautiful specimen of Enghsn 
domestic architecture, that It "ilia oL'the Grecian style, for the 
master of St. Katherine's H o"pital, in the sight of and overlooking 
as it does, the church and dwellings of'the hospitallers, would 
have been as inappropriate, lUI it w~uld be to raise th~ beautiful 
"pire of Salisbury cathedral upon the apex of the pediment of 
the temple of Minerva Parthenon, and finishing its aCl"Oteri!l 
with gothic pinnadcs, crockets, and florid finials. 

The materials with which this assemblage of btlildings arc 
constructed, are Rimilar to those of our ancient architects, brick 
and stone. But modern art, in giving a fine aud plll'e stone 
colq;tr, Rnd m(,r(; th,m the haHlncss of stone to brick, has im
proved upon the heterogeneous mixture 9.f red and black bricb, 
Itnt! white stone of our mwcst(Jrs, by a happy union of stone
coloured bl'i.(:ks, and ,free stone. Some critics have decried 
hrieks, as inimical to architecture, grounding their objection~ 
upon the marble edifices of Greece. Let these critics, before 
they decry the use of bricks, Of attribute the want of grandeur 
ill modern architecture to the use of that comparatively homely 
material, reflect, that the Romans, to who!;c works no want of 
grandeur can be imputed, used them in their structnrea with pro
digious effect, and that we may almost nttribute the invention 
of the arch, the vault, and the cupoia, with which they so 
gloriously di.splayed their architectural powers, to the practice of 
brick-making. llalladio constructed some ,of his finest worklS 
of hriek, as did Wren and other eminent modern architects. 
The judicious mixtnre of the white brick and stone by Mr. 
Poynter in t,hese buildings, is infinitely better than the common 
~rey brick, either coloured, ,or its native poverty concealed by H 

deceitful covering of cement. ' 
W isbiug thegallantlay-master of t~e collegiate church and 

hospital of St~ ', Katherine, a long .lif,~to enjoy h~ new. and .COJn

modio\ls abode, and thankingbtfu. for this last half hour's 
shelter of his roof,wewillwitb VO\lr leave, ' gentlemen, proceed 
anoUl" perambulatio{l; . , 

That palatial-lookirig pile 0f· " builditig.~.~fQl'~,A§"onour left, 
with them~jestic cupola,ot.)ir: HOl'nol·'sColqslieu1'iirca:ring itself 
over itl& torniced head, il ' 
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CHESTER TEltllA C E, 

named from the royal 'earldom of Chester. It is de~iglled by 
Mr. Nash, and like most of that gentleman's works, combines 
genius and carelessness. Genius, and powerful conception, ill 
tile c1)Jllposition, and a gral-lp of mind L'tlualled by no artist (If 
the day in the design: ulld earelesrmc!;s, sometimes degeneratill); 
tiJ littlene:3s, with a deficiency of elegance ill the details. 

It is of the Corinthian order of architecture, of a feehle alii I 
efleminate chamcter in its details, surmolluted by a balustrade 
of lanky proportions and tasteless fomll>. The capitals do not 
ijpread l-lutlicitmtly £01: the graceful beauty of the g'ay :'Corin
thian, and the volutes are too small, and are pinched lip, as if 
the acanthus, whence the Callimachus of Chc!ltcr Tel'ra(~ e 

gathered them to decorate his order, had beeu withered hy it 

frost. See plate cj' Chester Te7·race. 
Passing by theRe defects of detail, and of material of which 

the composition is constructed, Chester Terrace is a gra.ud, bold 
and commanding row of mansions; aud forms a noble compo
sition, and a charming series of residences for such who!lc good 
fortune may enable them to take up their abode in this new 
city ,of palaces. 

The Corinthian archt',s at each end are novel ill idea, grand in 
conception, imposing in eflect, and have the appearance of 
some of the lesser triumphal aI'ches of Rome. Inscriptions ill 
mem()ryof some ' of our minor but splendid victories, such at; 
that of Maida, or the defence of'St .• Iean d' Acre against Na
poleon Buonli\pal'te, would make them pleilJ5ing records of British 
prOWe,8$. 

Bef6re we part from Chester Terrace, let me call your atteu
tiOn to the pavilion,-like ~UB~S which project at 'euch end, and 
nre connected ,ViilttheIll'ilin body of the terrace by theCorin
thia.n arches, as ,piQCiW!tive of a fine and novel effect. : 

The next row': Of')~_i; past the Corinthian arch of Chester 

Terrace, is Dllrtled 
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CA!I1DRlOGE TEIUI.ACE, 

after his Maje~ty'i; royal Lrother the duke of Cambridget the 
popular victlfoy of Hanover. It is smaller in every respect 
than its neighbour of Chester, and haR Jess architectural pre
tensions. The celltl'et and the two wings are distinguished by 
porticoes of the Roman or pseudo-Doric order, with rusticated 
columns, which, although in bad taste t are productive of variety, 
in a situation where variety is much wanted, and form a good 
contrast with thtl delicate Corinthian of Chester Terrace on the 
one hand, an.d the majestic Doric of the Colosseum on the othtlr. 
Thcjiuperstructure, above the porticoct>, which arc of the height 
only of the ground story, is plain and sufficient for the purpose 
to which it is applied. The plantations which fill up the interval, 
between Climbridge Terrace and the Colosseum are judiciously 
executed, and when more grown will prevent too great a con
trast he tween the isolated Colosslls and the group of dwelling 
houses. 

Now we will sit ourselves down, before one of the greatest 
individual enterprises. of which modern art can boast. That 
magnificent polygonal stmctul'e, covered with the vast cupola, 
and embellished with that beautiful hexnstyleportico of the 
Doric order, is named, (why and wherefore is yet to be dis-
cussed), . . 

and is intended for ~ reception, aria. exhibition of a general 
panoramic view of Ldndon and its ", .rr~unding country lUI far 
a.s the eye can 8ee,taken by Mr. Hornor from all obser"atory 
that was raised aboVe the cross of . ~~ ,'aurll Clit.qedral •. 'durin:g 
the r~&.lt . construc.tron of the . new ~.~ :',,"rid.. croks. hi taking 
the views', MI'. HornorwlViaided by his topog,~Jl!lica1luiowledge 
of the .ooUl'ltry as a. ~kilful,lan~-.urv~cit.:\~~: powerful . ~le&
copeil,an~ :l>y curious machinery, forUeCu~~is sketehes., 
The diBtaritJilUildings, vil1~;;an4. featqresof the coun$ry, Were 
also taken "on the spots, ·~~thearti6tr,.l\k~l1:tiq<¥,pheri~a.l , ~jt 
tances;are detailed. from tlielfi , witli ,:,~,'~~ity, rately fciu,qll~:~ 
piChtX'eS of ~is nature. Th.e view; 'from; this elevated~~t 
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which I enjoyed during the progress of the works, fumishes a 
fine illustration of the poet's view of the va!;1 nv~tropolis of the 
United Kingdoms, from an elevated spot. in Surry, 

If .Th' impatient muse BlCeud. tbe 'I'urrer. heigLt 
Where IImpl. pro"peell charm the roving sight: 
A Ticher landscape ne'er the SUIl .lIrv~)"d, 

With loveli .. verdure crown'd, or nobler .hode ; 
The whole horizoo, 10 it. lIhno.1 bOllOd, 

On,' bright and be.tll~oll' picture glowing rOlllld 1 

Hero! freighted with the gem. of 1"di.'. clime, 
O. 'rhame.' broad wPve rich nuvie. ride 8ublime : 
There, proudly crowning her imperial otrenm, 
11 •• lofty tlIlTe!. of AUOUtiTA gleam. 
New oI;Ijeilo on the dazzled viaion break, 
And in th' admiring Houl new !r"nsporta wok • . 
Here, many a leagoe "long th' Rdmiri~g tidt, 
A thou.and villas .tretch ill rnral pride; 
There glittering spires IlOd .welling dome. Rscend, 
ADd art and natnre nil their beautiea blend." 

M.\l1!UOE. 

During the progress of the work, I was often a witne~ 
to the indefatigable perseverance and intrepidity of the artist in 
making his sketches, which he has executed with a correctness 
that cannot be surpassed. Circumstances hnve since separated 
us, and I can now only bear witness to his progress as any other 
of the public. The painting of the panorama is in a very for. 
ward.tate, and ere long the public will be gratified with its 
exhibit~; 

Tbe1>~i1ding is a polygon of 8ixteen~ides, 130 feet in dia
meter. Eac.b angle is strengthened by .• double anta of the 
Doric order,whichsuppdrts a continuous entablature without 
triglyPha, t~a.t , 'circumscribes the edifice. The cornice is 
crowne4 by a bloe~~ courSe, and surmounted by an attic, 
with ' a suitable , cotnj~ ~d sub-blocking, to give height .iO· the 
building. On !bEl .. 8\lDlDlit of this upper order, the majestic 
cu.pola, supported 'by"tbree receding ~camilli or ,.teps, is con
att-ucted. The lower part is coverM with sheetcoPJler, and the 
UPfK!~ part with a ctll'Vil~ear sky-light, and finished with an 
~~f1J.~; open circle Ol'J~ 'to the cupola . 
... >!~he ;~rande8tfeat.'LTritofthia~lUld80me m\ilding is its portico, 
';;..wch'is ;one of thp. finest and 'bestproportiGlled of the Greco-
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Doric in the metropolis, and gives a majestic feature to this part 
of the park, that cannot be surpassed. The lodges are in equal 
good taste, and do great credit to their architect, Mr. Decimus 
Burton. 

Looking at the Colosseum, either in front, on the opposite 
side of the road, from the north in coming from Chester Terrace, 
or, from the south, (see the plate rif the Colosseum) it forms 8 

grand and mlljestic composition; imposing from its size, and 
varied from its connection with the beautiful (little I wa$ 

going to say, from their contiguity to their colossal chief) 
lodges that support the pyramidal principle of the group, 
and add to its beauty by the creation of an agreeahle variety. 
The plantations, laid out by Mr. Hom~, add their share of 
embellishments to the majestic scene, and the whole picture 
is It fine specimen of architectural grandeur and sublimity, alike 
creditable to Mr. Burt.on, jun. the architect, and his talented 
employer Mr. Hornor. 

Now, as to its name, which I have just hinted, deserved some 
discussion. True it is, that Shakspeare says, a rose under any 
other name, will smell as sweet, and no doubt this building 
under any name would look as grand. But naming it after 
the largest edifice in the world, and to which it bears no affinity 
either in shape or destination, is doing it a manifest injustice, if 
not it serious injury. 

What associations of ideas, does this name" THE COLOSSEUM'

give rise to? "As long as the Colosseum stands," rUllS the pro 
-verb, " Rome shall stand, when the Colosseum taUs, Rome shall 
fall, and when Rome f~ls, the world willperish." "QutUndiu stabit 
Colosseus, stahat ROd, quando cadet Colosseu8, cadet et Rama; 
quando cadet Roma, cadet et mundu8," runs the original, whicb 
is attributed to the Anglo-saxon pilgrims who visited R01'Ileitl 
the early part of the eighth century, and is thus versifiedbya 
modem poet in quoting thehistorianiQfthe decl.1nUlil~dfallof 
the Roman empire, 

There can be but one OQlO$1le~,any~~,~e~~,~~-~ 
but one sun. TbebuildiQ,g more~,.-d~1tt with 
morej~tice"be p~ .,in contact and 'l:lognolaenwith : the .Pan;. 
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theon, but when by a mere name, it is brought to the mmd " 
eye, in competition with that mountain of architecture, 

" Which in its public sbowe, unpeopled Rome, 
Aud beld, uncrowded, natious in its womb ;" 

it makes one wish such an inappropriate symbol had never been 
adopted. Why! the huge blocks of Tra.vertine marble, heaped 
on high by command of Vespasian, outnumber even the nine 
inch bricks of the modern Colosseum. 

Fie upon it, give it some other name, a name per se, and then 
it will stand second to no other edifice in Europe of its sort. In 
!!Ome of' the newspapers, and in Mr. Britton's Illustrations of 
the public buildings Qf London, it is called "The Coliseum," 
del'i ving it, I presume, from the French Colisee; a language that 
a:lso emasculates the manly Titus Livius into Tite Live, and other 
lingual abominations. 

Now I presume, that the sponsor of Mr. Hornor's panorama, 
named it "COLOSSEUM" in allusion to its colossal dimensions, 
either from the Latin Colossus, a statue of enormous magnitude, 
or from the Greek KolossaioTt (whence Colosseium or Colosseum) 
an edifice dedicated to, or containing, a colossal statue, as THE
SEIUM, the temple dedicated to 17lescus; PAN nHOSEIUM, that of 
tbe nymph Palldrosus: ERf:cTHEIUM, the temple of Erectheu8, 
and so on; and careless writers indiscriminately named it tlte 
Colosseum or Coliseum. 

The interior, as I mentioned before, is being fitted up for 
a panoramic view cif Lolldoll, asseeTl from tlte .~ummit rif the cross 
qf St. Pa:ul's Cathedral. _ It has already employed Mr. Hornor, 
the projector, and a host of artists upon the painting, morc 

, than four years; it is now rapidly advancing towards comple
tion, and' will, I understand, be opened to the public in the 
course of the next spring. The costliness with which every 
part of it has been executed, is commensurate with tlle scale of 
the majestic building that contains it, and the importance of 
the subject to be delineated. 

The object of the artist in this gigantic undertaking is to 
present, through the medium of a panoramic painting of U11-

palaHeled eize, and mode of exhibition, a full and accurate reO. 
presentatlionof tbe metropolis and all the surrounding country 
that ill villlihlf! from t.hp. lIIummit·of our maP'llificent cathedral. 
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park-and onwards to the great expanse of the west end of the 
tOWIl, to the Regent's }>al'k, where the colossal cupola of the 
building which contains the picture itself shines conspicuous, 
with its glossy glazed cupola. Primrose Hill, with the new 
rescrvoir of water for the supply of the park overtops this part 
of the picture; and ranging northward, are the lovely hills, 
crowned with the beautiful villages of Hampstead and High
gate, in which almost every house, that can be seen, will be 
found faithfully delineated. In the distant parts of this quarter 
of the picture will be seen many of the prominent features of 
Hertfordshil'e, Middlesex, and Surry, with the numerous beau
tiful villas and hamlets that bespallgle that range of c:ountry. 

Turning, Jilcdly opposite to tbe eastern portion of the pano
rama, the view commences, with the ellst end of the choir of 
the cathedral, and the eastern side of the churchyard, where 
the port.iro and cUIJoia of the new St. Paul's school form!; a 
fine architectural fore-ground. It embraces ]>ortions of the 
north and south sides of the church-yard, to which the fine 
halustrades of the chmch, and the eolossal statues on the pedi
ments of the transepts afford both a fine cont.rast and a pictur
esque relief. The New Post Office comes particularly grand, and 
when I tell you that it. occupies nearly 300 superficial feet of the 
canvas, you may form some opinion of the colossal dimensions 
of the whole picture. 

The view is then extended down Cheapside, to the centre of 
the commercial part of the city. In this the Mansion House, 
the new fronts of the Bank of England, and the majestic ston;: 
cupola over the Broker's Rotunda are eminently conspicuous. 
The Royal Exchange, the numerous spires of the churches that 
embellish this portion of the city, and other public buildings, 
lift. up their architectural heads in proud grandeur amidst 
thousands of chimneys and roofs, upon which they seem to 
look down with supreme contempt. 

From these the eye is carried onward to the East India 
HOllse, where a dozen or two of English merehants rule an 
eastern empire, and communicate wealth to two extremities of 
the globe. The ancient turrets of the Tower .ofLondon, the 
space now excavating for the intended docka of St. Katherine, 
the Mile End apdCommel'oial Roads, the· forests of mastS in 
the river, the populous .uburbs that 8tlrt'ound· the great corn-
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mercIaI docks, the spacious expanse of the Isle of Dogs .. Pbis
tow Marshes, and the high grounds of Essex, to neal' Gra\'(~s
end, fi11 up a lively portion of the colossal picture. From 
thence the windings of the Thames appear in occasional 
glimpses, progressively to the magnificent and truly Royal 
Hospital of Greenwich, which, with its spaciulls range of build
ings and beautiful twin towers, completc the fascinating picture 
in this point of view. 

Tl'acing the course of the river upwards from Greenwich 
towardil the Pool, the view cmbraces its different reaches, its 
multitudinous masses of shipping and countless masts, and the 
costly establishments that line hoth banks of the river. On 
the southern side. the elevation of nearly every edifice is di>; 
tinctly v~ibJe as it pr('~ents its front in almost a right angle to 
the eye. 

Toward the south, the view takes in a portion of the Borough, 
nearly the whole of the hamlet of Bermondsey, the high 
grounds and numerous villas of that portion of East Kent, tt~r
minating with the beautiful distance of Shooter's Hill, and the 
well known reminiscent tower of Severndroog Castle on its 
summit. 

Toward the north-east, are seen the ranges of streets thaI. 
lead to Finsbury Square and the City Road; embellished by 
the new City Circus, with the London Institution in its centrf', 
St. Luke's Hospital and Church, the handsome spire of Shore
ditch, with the extensive village of Hackney, the hamlets of 
Lower and Upper Clapton and the surrounding ueighbourhood, 
on both sides of the extensive and beautiful vale of the river 
Lca~,andthe fine wooded uplands of Epping Forest, to Havering 
Bowr. 

The nearer and more conspicuous portions of this quarter of 
the circle, relates to the great city itself, and give a very faith
ful representation of the architecture of many of its public 
buildings, with portions of thousands of its well-known houses, 
the lines of its principal streets, and the towers and spires of 
its numerous churches. 

TMdirect north view; includes the north side of St. Paul's 
Chufch .. yard,the colossal saints of the north transept, the 
Blue .Coat School or Oh.ri8t's Hospital, with its magnificent 
new gothic dining hall now building, the spacious hospital: of 
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St. Bartholomew, and the misapplied area of Smithfield, with 
its numerous diverging avenues. In the mid-distance are de
lineated the Charter House and its gardens, the Artillery
ground, part of Finsbury Rqllare, Old St.reet, the City Road, 
the numerous mercantile establishments on the banks of the 
Regent's Canal and its basin!>, the greater portion of Clerken
well, Cold-bath Fields, a considerable portion of Pentonville, 
Islington, Britannia Fields, the London Field, Hoxton, the two 
millIS by the Rosemary-branch, Kingsland Road, Crescent, and 
adjoining fields, Highbury and its commanding terrace, Stoke 
Newington, Stamford Hill, Muswell Hill and Homsey. The 
extreme distance embraces a part of Epping Forest, with the 
high grounds {:nstward tuwards Enfield, and the neighbouring 
parts of Hertfordshire. 

The south quarter of the circle, commences with the south 
side of St. Paul's Church-yard, including part of Thames 
Street, St. Andrew's Hill, Blackfriafl!', St. Bennet's Hill, with 
the. college of Doet.or's Commop.s, and the building fomlerly 
occupied by the heralds :-all the adjacent churches, among 
which are many of the best of Sir Christopher Wren's, and 
other public buildings, the Southwark Bridge, the New London 
Bridge and Bankside, from St. ooviour's Church, along the 
line of warehouses and manufactories to the southern foot of' 
Blackfriars' Bridge. 

The mid-distance of this view includes a considerable part of 
the Borougb of Southwark, with the line of Blackfriars' Road, 
t.he Greenwich Road, and particularly displays the situation of 
its numerous public buildings from Bethle'm Hospital to the 
Kent Road. The more distant part comprises Kennington, 
South Lambeth, Newington, Cambcrwell, PeQkham, Denmark 
Hill, Hearn HiH, the fine woods of Dulwich, Norwood and a 
b'Teat extent of the surrounding country, with its numerous 
villas, parks, paddocks and champaign scenery of the delightful 
county of Surry. .. . .. 

./Thus, this gigantIC and unpiralleled undertaking will give a 
perfect representation of a continuous scene, from a lofty cell
tral situation,of a prospect unequalled in extent, variety. and 
grandeur, whether considered iriregardto ~hQa~interesting abo. 
je~~ which characteriz~· the great metropolis with itsexteniilVe 
port, to the accumuld:.ed'memarials of ~reh~C'iUral splendGUl 
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ot various ages, or to the diversified beauty of the envlrow;, 
and rural residences by which they are surrounded. 

The sketches that Mr. Hornor took, with an apparatus of his 
own construction, by which the most distant and int.ricatt! 
scenery may be delineated with mathematical accuracy, com
prjsed nearly 300 i-!heets of large drawing paper, and extended 
over a surface of 1680 superficial feet: a space which will not 
appear surprising,when it is considered that. they include a portion 
of almost (!very public building and dwelling-house in the me
tropolis, with all the villages, fields, roads, rivers, canals &c. 
that ate visible frum the summit of the Cathedral. 

It is not exactly correct. to describe the operations of an artist 
during his progreKs, her-ause of the probability of his altering 
his intentions before their completion. But this great under
taking is so nearly advaneed to that ues\rable st.age, that t.hert' 
is now but little fear of such an event taking place in its ar
rangement.s. 
T~e mode in which Mr. Hornor proposes to exhibit his pano

rama, when completed, i~ novel llnd ingeniolls. As the building
is of great height, more than 1[,0 feet, and different views at 
different heights are to be given, it would be a work of some 
labour to ascend a staircase from the bottom to the top, To 
avoid the necessity for this exertion, the roolU in which the 
spectators are plaecd to see the picture, is raised hy one effort, 
visitcrB and all, from the level of the floor of the st.ructure, to 
the first platform or gallery, a height exeeeding that of lofty 
fOUl' storied houses, such as those of Portland Place. The ma
chinery by which this. elevation is accomplished, is both simple 
and ·effective. The power employed is that of water, so con
,trived as to proportion its strength to t.he number of persons 
it has to raise; as each individual who enters, adds to the power 
hy such entrance in passing the door, a force equal to his own 
weight. At a given signal the apartment thCIl'l'ises: the pano
rama being all the while invisible to the spectator; until at 
length, arriving a~ the first platform, he stands on what appears 
to/be that portion of the cathedral that is called the iron gal
lery; with the enormouldlupola, the turrets, and all those parts 
of the cathedra.l which are visible from that position immedi~ 
ntely below him ; and the whole of the metropolill of London, 
with its various great features, the riv~rs, the bridge!>, the 

z 
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;,mhurbs &c. spreading on all sides, and in every directiotl, 
around him. This is a scene that, looking to the accuracy 
with which all its details are painted, will not merely be highly 
interesting both to Englishmen and foreigners; but it is also a 
view, which there are few opportunities of witnessing. For the 
prospect from the iron gallery ·of the cathedral, is so oftep 
dimmed and obscured by the smoke and vapour which hang'" 
over the city, that it is very uncertain when to obtain a. clear 
prospect, except at thQSe very early hours in the morning when 
access cannot be had. 

The great size of the picture,added to the number of ohject'" 
contained in it, bivelS it. indeed the appearance of a model on a 
~igantic scale, rather than that of a painted panorama; and 
the first impression that strikes the general speetator is, how 
little he was acquainted with the great outline of the city, in 
which, perhaps, he habitually resides . 

.From this first stage, the visiters then proceed by a spiral 
staircase to a second gallery, about thirty feet above the first, 
the ascent to which is so managed that they appear to be 
mounting by a scaffolding erected round the lantel"ll of the 
cathedral, and they actually pass round the ancient batland 
cross, that was originally erected by Sir Christopher Wren, and 
removed at the recent repairs; two relics of that period which 
Mr. Hornor has preserved. From this gallery a second view 
of the picture is given; and still higher up I think there is a 
third; and from thence winding still higher, the spectator sud
denly emerge·s into an extensive gallery, built round the exteriOT 
of the building, where it is no longer a picture that isbefore 
him, but a living panorama of the whole circle around hiUll 

with the Regent's Park, and the whole of its magnificent im
proveUients; with the hills of Highgate and HampRtead ont 
way, and St. Paul'·g and Westminster Abbey the other. Thi! 
part only forms un exhibition which thousands of persons itl 
the metropolis ~ne, wouid"'willingly pay a consideration tc. 
view. 

The improvements in the park pr~ so rapidly, that, I 
purpose, in the spring, taking another'iour~th.Yl>nto inspect 
their progress, anq wd: trust MI'. Hornot'tf'pt.norama will then 
be fini8hed, we will.makea day for tM:'Whole.· 

As our long restbe~re the panoram.a; has given vigour and 
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excitement to, 6ur spirits, let us take a finishing tum along the 
front of Ulster Terrace, up the road opposite to York Gate, by 
Mr. Burton's villa, make a circuit of the ring, come out 0PP()o
site Chester Terrace, and conclude our perambulations hy an 
inapection of Mr. Soane's new church at the south-eastern ex
t~ty of the park. 

Park Square, as J have before mentioned, is the improved 
alteration of the originally intended circus, which is not, m: 
the celebrated Irish orator, Sir Boyle Roche, observed, " (111 

ame1uiment far the worse." The row of houses that adjoins it 
at the north-western angle, with four bow-windowed houses, it; 

It has nothing particularly architecturally striking in its 
composition. The entrance story is of the Ionic order, with 
semicircular headed windows between the columns. The enta
blature is imperfect, being without a frieze, the upper stories 
are composed of windows with handsome arehitraves and enta
hlatures by way of dressings, and the whole sunllounted by a 
well proportioned balustrade. See plate rif Ulster Terrace. 

York Terrace looks well with this oblique western sun upon 
its bold projections; and the panoramic turns of the terraces 
beyond, have a splendid variety of gilded lights and broad 
shades, as they alternately present their faceR or rearE' to tht, 
glorious luminary that is now enlightening our hemisphere. 

Let us hasten over the bridge, or time will press upon us. 
South Villa, the seat of Mr. Cooper, does not present its best 
aspect towards us in this Toad. It is best seen from the lake, 
lUI is Mr. Burton's, which we before examined in every view. 
This on our left, on the northern periphery of " the ring," is the 
villa that was designed by Mr. Raffield, for C. A. Tulk, Esq. 
the late member for Sudbury, and now the residence of John 
Mtl.berly, Esq. the member for Abingdon. See plate (1" Mr. 
M'aoorly's villa. 

The hOl1seil\ ill tb.,"iGreeian style of decoration, partaking 
t'II)Dmwhatof the Etrusc'ln.'fhe centre is ornamented by two 
pltlT8; whitih supports a pediment with acroU!ria; and include 
between tl)jm two pilasters of the Corinthian order. Between 
these, is a large and lofty 'Pnl1arlllln window. The wings project 
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:t little from the centre, and these arc likewise embellished by , 
two lnrge piers, with neat panels, and Grecian honeysuckles in 
the caps. Below the large window is a spacious porch of two 
weU-pl'Oportioned piers, each supporting a lion. The centre is 
marked hy two columns and an entablature of the Prestum 
Doric, with a string-course substituted for the cornice, and a 
blocking course in unison with those which support ~he lions. 
A helfry of rather a pretty form, disfigures the design, which, 
otherwise, has animation and variety in every part, and a happy 
:J.ccordance hetween the flanks and the principal front. 1'hl' 
house, which I have several times heen over, previous to Mr. 
ivIab\~rly'ii OCCHputiuu, is lemarkaoly well built, by the Messrs. 
Baileys, whose beautiful indurated c~ment, resembling the 
finer;t Portland stone, shows ofl' the architect's tasteful design 
to the grf'atest advantage. 

Let us now proceed, once more by THE PORTICO of the 
Colosseum, pass by the Diorama, through Park Square, and 
finish our morning'R walk by an investigation of .Mr. S0<1ne'8 
new church, at the south-eastern angle of the park, OIl the verge 
Ill' the New Road. The exterior of the Diorama has nothing 
more than the adjoining houses on either side, and its interior 
has nothing in common with any thing else in the metropolis; nor 
has St. Andrew's Terrace much morc to recommend it, except 
the pretty pavillion~looking building of the Corinthian order at 
the further end, which forms two houses, so contrived as to 
appear like one. Therefore, as the unruly sun has been looking 
upon us with his warmest tegards for some hours, suppose .we 
enter the cool rotunda of the Diorama, and rest our wearied 
hod ies, and refresh our tired eyes, with the artificial beauties 
of Messrs. Bouton and Daguere. 

This delightful exhibition (let us sit down in the hall, while 
the theatre and its audience, like that of Scribonius Curio at 
Rome, is turning from one $ubject to another, during wpiclJ 
operat.ion we cannot enter), is a display of architectural 
and landscape scenery, painted in solid, and ju transparency, 
arranged and lighted in apecnliar mode, so as to exhibit 
changes of light and shade, and a variety of natural pheno
mena in a really wonderful manner. Th~:.b04y of the pictSfC 
is painted, on what&eene-painterstechnicaUy term a flat, and 
this main or perpendicular subject is a.ided by wings or side 
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Scenes, by painting on the floor, by raised bodies and by other 
optical and pictorial effects, till the delusion is perfect and almost 
Incredible. These paintings are lighted from behind by large 
witldows as big as the pictures, and by sky-lights over and in 
front of them; and by the aid of opaque and transparent 
screens and curtains of various colours and degrees of tnlns~ 
parency, the various effects of light, shade and gradations of 
colour are produced. 

These pictures, or scenes, are viewed from a very elegant 
circular theatre, with pit, boxes and passages, through an 
opening, decorated by a proscenium. While the opening in the 
theatre is before one picture, the whole body of the audience 
part is slowly moved ro.und by some admirable machinery be
low, and the spectators, seats, attendants and all, are moved 
imperceptibly round, from the Mary Chapel of Canterbury 
Cathedral to the lake of Lausanne, or from the city of Rouen 
In France, to the interior of Rosslyn Chapel in Scotland. The 
elevation next Park Square is from the designs of Mr. Nash, 
and the interior of the theatre from those of Mr. Morgan and 
M. Pugin. 

The theatre has now revolved upon its axis, and one of the 
openings removed to the door in the haH, therefore we may 
enter, and be mystified by the delusions of these eminent 
pictorial enchanters. 

I hope you will admit, that 1 have not misapplied the epithet 
of enchanters to these artists, and if you are sufficiently rested 
and gratified by your inspection of the Diorama, we will walk 
gently onward towards the new church, which is just com~ 
pleted on the eastem extremity of the immense parish of St.. 
Mary-Ie-bone. This new church is called the church of the 
Holy Trinity, or fol' brevity sake, 

TRINITY CHURCH. 

' Tlaisvel'y handsome and well built church is erected by the 
commissioners for building new churches, from the designs and 
under the superintendance of Mr. Soane, the most original and 
painter-like in conception, of modern English architects. 

,We,have in this building the satisfaction of seeing, almost 
(or th1:l first 'time since the days of Sir Christopher Wren, a 

2 A 
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steeple not sittmg a straddle upon the back of· the pedimenf, 
like the giant Gog, in the Rabbinical tables, riding utride "pon 
Noah's ark during the flood. Mr. Soane has cut this Gordian 
knot of church architecture, rather than unrtlveUed it; for to 
ac~oDlplish his objtlct he has omitted the pedimeat ~ 
gethtlr, instead J)f giving his tower a baSe from the eanh,like 
the campaniles of Wren and the best Ita.lian architects. How
ever it is a tasteful reformation of a contemptible practice, to 
which Gibbs in his be\l<utiful blundel' of St. Martin's in the 
fields, and the elder Dance, in his' Wren-like imitation of Bow 
church steeple. in the parish of Shoreditch, have given 
currency. 

This church, lilse its opposite neighbour St. Mary-1e-bone 
near York Gate, stands in the unorthodox position of north 
and south, instead of the more general posture of east and 
west; but has its portico in the pleasing and more evidently 
necessary situation of its face to the south, and its altar, 01' 

principnl end, at the north, 
The portico is tetr!J.!>tyle aRd IOnic, after olle of the chastest 

ot: .tJle Greek specimens, that of the Temple on the banks of 
the Ilysl'!l!s, at Athens, and 'is raised upon a plinth, which is 
level with the floor q{, the church. The floor of the portioo is 
approached by a flight of steps, guarded by It projecting block 
of the .• mo height alS the plinth. Under this porti~o ill the 
door which leads to the na.ye, and on 'each side of the portico 
IS a lofty semicircular headed window, lighting the ailes, and 
divided into two heighm by It pauelled t!'ansombetweentbe 
jambs; the upper pOltion lights the galleries and the lower 
pwt;i<,m the pews beneath them. The cornice is continued on 
every side of the building, but t~.,arehitrave and t\ieteiof, the 
entablature, only over th~ colutnt1sof,the portico aM, of the 
flanks.; .. The f~i,eze is sculp~wed with the formal Gt~ekifret, 
which is hy no'means so gnioeWI.or tlO el~ga.nt, a8th~·fijliated 
scroll and intervening honeysuokle of the same school. The 
flanks have projectingsub--portieoes of six:· half..,qolamnam.antis, 
corresponding inheightandproporticm "",rth . the".portieo-m
chief; and windowaqf a similar heiga~&Dd'~d.tb, 1IDd,Pnilarly 
divwed into two heights, fillup~ interoelumiafliolts. "~ 
whole is ~ountedbya parapetcompc_ih"!,,:balutrad.~th 
piers raiaed''Upt»l aw~l .. proportroned WocMag..,.,e,bretdcingj, 
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with the entablature over each portico.' These ,ide sub-portic'!t:s 
are both original and plell.sing, aoo the long windows, divided ht!~ 
tweea the frames instead of two stories of windows, or the 
galleries seen through the glaaB, are equally novel and effective. 
The lower story of the tower, or rather bflfry story. has t"'o 
projecting columns on each face, with en tablatures breaking 
every way over them, of the Tivoli-Corinthian 'l<order, which at 
this . height has a remarkably bold and pleasing effect. The 
blocking-coufSe over each col't~n, is finished by a very beauti
ful cinerary urn, or pyramida:l ~arcophagus, which form pleasing 
finials, and carry the ,eye with good effect, to the circular stol'Y 
which surmounts it and fill up the angles of the square. 

This upper story it; a. peristyle of six columns of the COlll

posed order used in the portico to the octiigon temple of An
dronicull Cyrrhestel!, commonly called the temple of the 
eight winds Ilt Athens. The capitals of this order are too 
minute an9 ineffective for the height in which they Ilrc placed 
in this steeple, and are very inferiVl' t.o those of one row of 
very bQld leaves, a.nd large volutes, whi~h are used ,by Wren, 
III the tambour of the cupola of St. Paul's. Tbese ulij>ef 
columna are supported on a circular stylobate, 'if.hich give~ 
elevation to the edifice, and are 8urmount~ by a. iemi~ellipticai 
cupola of rather lofty propol,tion~, that carries the valle. . 

Since ~e days of Gibbs and Wren, 1 consider thi~ i{eeplt, 
belfry, or whatever it may be called, IlS the, fashi()ll of the 
day, or the will of the conunissioner~, .insist 011 the perpetration 
of such hOlTOn on the roofs of modl)inchurchcs, to be the beat, 
alwaysuce:ptmg that of Shorediteh. ' The omission of the 
pediment .gi'\r,es IODle approach to the IIOlid~er, emanatil,lg 
frQUl ,~ .; gro\JQd, . eM sunp.olln~d by the steeple, . that: ·' WaH 

tJJe' jmw.iable pnwtip.e of , ,Wren and the .b~t Italian ar~ 
chttectS~ · , . . 

If th~ worth.y preftaeor of ,reiiitecture in the "Royal Aca~i 
~ were now with DIiI, I would ask him, considering that he 
wu:n¢ bound to an !Utand west longitude, whet4er he n.ught 
not have made his Ionic P9f1ico, being either tetrastyle to the 
IltIIV~u\..,.t' pt'eeent, ·01 h~yleJ em:b~ing a.t ouee the nave 
_ <the .aiea"oomplete,witli. a. pediment j a~d instea,9 of 
p~~ Aia Pell:~iful belll'Y . a oeck·boriloe OIl its ,apex, he,Yf! 

,_~,;t ~, a tquareunora~ted tower, lhelOwer part of. 
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which would have served for a sacristy or vestry room, at the' 
north end; giving it, that is the plain square tower, a greater 
height to allow for the distance? 

A student should not dictate to his pl'Ofessor, but he .may 
,lsk respectful questions. 

Now, my good sirs, we have finished our perambulation of 
the Regent's Park, but hope that more villas may yet recall 
our steps, as there is certainly no place in the whole metropolis 
KO completely fitted for the TUS in'Urhe as this beautiful spot. 

Before finishing our walk, I cannot conclude without reading 
to you a sketch of this delightful place, written by Mr. Charles 
OIlier, one of the proprietors and editors of the Literary Pocket 
Hook for 1023, whi9h it. often my pock'tt companion in literary 
excursions. 

" When we first saw," he begins, and 1 well remember hav
ing a. similar feeling, although my professional propensities lead 
me to think lightly of the destruction of fair fields for formal 
buildings, " that the Mary-Ie-bone fields were enclosed, and that 
the hedge-row walks which twined through them were gradu
a\lybeing obliterated, and the whole district artificially laid 
out, (there is nothing more wretched than the first prOCess of 
planting and making roads), we underwent a painful feeling or 
two, and heartily deplored the destructive advances of what 
generally goes by the name of improvement. Old l'e<;ollections 
-recollections of youth, upon which we love to dwell as 
we advance into the shadowed part of our life's road, 'lU'e re
morselessly stricken aside by this change in pleasant localities; 
we almost mourn over the loss of the old trees and paths which 
stood as quiet mementos of the cheerful ramblelil .QC'qur boyish 
days, or, it may be, of love-hallowed walks and .. l~~,. and 
tender words first ventured und~ the , influellce of; the ,field. 
and the cO.{llparative retiremf::nt. Nothing makes.t~lq."'r 
bQld and the mistress tender~so "well as the fresh a,nd fljiplmt 
air, the gl'een herbage, the quiet and the priva.ey ofco~ 
spots, which, when near towns, are more exciti~ by.the 
contlUt . 

• ~ A few years, however, have eIa.~, lUid .• are not only reo
conc;~ed to the change alluded to, but l'8j~jn. it. A noble 
park is rapidly rising up, if we may uses\10011 an expressi~,,nd 
a vast space, dose by the metropolia.· not,onlypl'(t8erved. fr~ 
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·the encl'Oaehmentofmean buil4ings~ but laid out·with groVeH, 
laic.el'!,and 'rillas,witn their separate pleasure grounds, while 
through the whole place there is awinqing road," (ree tke en
gtvIrJedplan 'of tjt&genfr Park) 4' whiebcommands at eYery 
turn some fresh features of an extensive country prospect. . 

"1'hisisiTldted a deBirable appendage to so vast a town 
as London, more especially as the rage for building 611s every 
pleasant outlet with bricks, mortar, rubbish and eternal scaH'old
poles,whicitj; whether )'ou "WIdk east, west, north; or south, 
lleemto be running after you. We heard a gentleman say, the 
other day, thl1t he was' sure a resident in the suburbs coulrl 
8C9.rcely lie'down after dinner, and take a nap, without finding, 
when he awoke, that' a.new rew of buildings had started ttp 
lOince he closed his eyes. It is certainly astonishing: one 
would think that builders used magic, or steam at least, and 
it.ould be curious to ask those gentlemen in what part of the 
neigh,>?uring counties they intended London should end. Not 
content with ·sepal'8.te streets, squares, and rows, they are ac
tually ,the founders of new towns, which ip. the space of a few 
moriths,become finished and inhabited. The precincts of 
London have more the appearance of a newly diSCOVered colony, 
than the subuTbs of an ancient city. For instance: in what u 
very short time back were the Bayswater fields, there is now 
a populous district, called by the inhabitants,' Moscow;' and 
at the foot of Primrose Hill, we are ama7.ed by coming upon a 
large complication' of streets, &C. under the name of ' Portland 
Town.' ·'t'h.e1"t1sUe and primeval meadows of Kilburn are also 
filling with new buildings and incipient roads; toeay nothing 
oft4echtU'liliDgneig~bourhOed Qf St. John's Wood Harm, and 

other ~'ineam-'~~,' 
"~Th.ft~ble.~ation dftbedistrict of which weare n<?w 

speaking,'ilf tMt ''80' much aebange a. a restoration. It wall 

fonaer1y"a'pu,k,.8.tkHrad·,& toyat palace in it, where, we belie.ve, 
~';;£l_beth;eccallioatallyresided. It was disparked by 
OIi\tet;Grt."liII1fell;'Wlro sett:1edit on GoionelThomaa HamsOn's 
regiment of d~goons for their pay; but, at the restoration of 
~'Il.ft.~i~to~~ehand8ofotherpoeeelliOrS, till, a.t 
.... ~·A' .. ;_~to"ttre;e1'OWD,· by.wru. t>ublie IJpirit,a 
~'''';'s8Cluefl··t.a .. tbe 'iri'abitantaof,~don. 'The 
.~ ..... .or. itlplantmg, &e. ~tt havebten enormous, ,but 

21> 
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money e&.mlot. be better laid out than en purpollel,o(tlli. laatiug 
benefit and aational ornament. 

"The plan aod si~ofthe park,ia in every respect worthy 
of the nation. It is larger than Hyde Park, St. Jamei'sPark., 
and the Green Park together." Here my friend of the Literary 
Pocket Book is in error, for Hyde Park, even since itel't>bbery 
of part of its fair proportions by Kensington Gardens, contains 
395 acres, St. James'. and the Green Park together, at least as 
many, and the Regent's Park only about 450 acres, exceeding 
little more than 50 acres Hyde Park alone. But, to proceed: 
"And the trees planted in it about ten years ago are already 
hecoming umbrageoU8. The water is very Bxteftsive. .AIJ you 
are ",wed Oft it, the variety of .Yiewa Y(lU come upoll.ia adJDira.
ble; sometimes you are in a narrow stream, closely overhung by 
the branches of trees j preeently you open upon a wide sheet of 
water, like a lake, with swans Bunning themselves on its bosom; 
by and bye your boat floats near the edge of a smooth lawn 
fronting one of the villas; and then again you catch the per
spective of a range of superb edifices, the elevation of which is 
contrived to have the effect of one palace. The park, in fact, 
18 to be belted with groups of these mansions, entirely excluding 
all sights of the streets. One of them is indeed finished;" (it is 
now n,ve yeal'll linee this wu written), "and giV6I a satisfactory 
eamest of the IIplendid spirit in which the whole i. to beaccom· 
plished. There will be nothing like it in EUl'Ope. The villas in the 
interior of the park are planted out from the view of each other, 
80 that the inhllbitantof each seeDlH, in his own prospect, to be 
the sole lord of the lIul'l'ounding scenery. 

~l In the centre of the park, there ia a eiroularpJantatiqn of 
immense circumference, and in the interior of thia,~ are,ja'. 
perfect Areadia. The mind olUUiot conceiveUly thlng .. more 
·huehed, more aylvall, more entirely removed frca·.·tbe,~ 
evidence of proximity mato1m. NotAing • . ~~, 
except the lOngs of birds and ,the rutlingof,lea._~tclIi 
Garden., beautiful aatboysre,MftnO ~ .. ·pert'eet as 
this. 

"We cannot recommend _ better6mg to .. ofour .... era 
as have . leisure, thaa a day tpent inwandeliD.l,..udet the·uaioD 
of atatelyobjecta and ~ ·bet.uty ftich. ___ te · tbIi.~ 
of Mary-ie-boaePatlt!· 
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Thus endeth our friend of "the Literary Pocket Book," and 
9() endeth our perambulation round the Regent'S Park. 

Our next excursion shall be, from this interesting spot, through 
Regent Street to Westminster; and till then, gentlemen, adieu. 



CHAP. Ill. 

A Ruhn gaiaeth mOTe by one year'. I'~.ce, than by te«l year's war.' 
LORD BUlWnCfl, 

U Variety aDd intrir-aey, i8 Il beauty and ncellence in ewery other of the artt which 
~(ldre8~ the illlagination ; and why not in architecture .,.. 

SIR J08HI1A REYNGLD8, 

I,.RI\ BeWARE, FanM THE NEW nnu)o· 'ITS i't.UlTA1ION AIilJ PLU.SURE GROUN". 

-STATUE OF THE DUKE OF KENT-CLASSTFICATIO'".; OF STATUES-PARK CRE!!

n:NT-POltTLAND PLACE-LANGHU( PLACE-Silt lAM'l:S LANOHAM'S MANSIOI! 

'-TIIE LATE MR. JAMES WY ATl"S MANSION-ALL SOULS CHURCH-REGJ:lfl' 

STREET-THE CIRCUS, OXFORD 5'1'ltEET-ST. GEORGE's CHAPEL, REGENT S'l'ltl:n 

-WALK DOWN REGENT STREET-THE HARMONIC UISTITUTlON-TUE PAI.ACI!

LIKE ROWS Oli SHOPS-llUILDINGS, TJiOSE BY Mil. SOANE, MR. NA811, lUI. 

AlIRAlIAM AND OTHER ARCHITECTS-THE QUADRANT-THl: CIltCUS, PICCA

HILLY-MR. EDWARDS'S 11IA.IISION-MR. NASU'S GALU:RY Alill MANSIOW-

UNITED SEI\VICE CLUB-HOUSE-WA1'ERLOO PLACE-THE NEW IIVILDUIGS I"OW 

IN PROORESS ON THE SITE OF CARLTON HOIJSE-.RElIUNISCENCE OF THE vn:w 

OF THAT PALACE" ND ITS Aa.CHITECURAL SCREEIII FII.OM IlEGEJlT 1ITJ.t&tT. 

The morning is again auspicious to our task, which I purpose 
beginning, where we left off yesterday; namely, at 

PARK SQUARE. 

On this spot it was originally intended to ha.ve completed the 
crescent opposite, into a circus, which would have been the 
largest circle of buildings in Europe. The foundations of the 
western Qua.drant of it were even.laid.. and the arches for the 
coal-cellars turned. For some' reasons, however, this plan was 
abandoned, and the entire chord of the semicircle .left~n 10 
the park, instead of being closed in by the intended half circua. 
This alteration is& manifest improvement of the entire deSign, 
and iSP1'oductive of great benefit to the houses in the crescent 
and in Portland Place. ParltSquareis ,ereeteciin ita stead, 
and consists of two rows .of houses, elongated c,upontheextr.e
mities of the crescent, and separated from the New Roadrfrom 
the park, and from each other, by .. spacious quadrangalar area, 
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~Ilid out with planted pleasure grounds, and enclosed by hand
some ornamental iron railings. 

Having the use of a key for the day, we will, as we are early, 
take a stroll among its meandering walks, and enjoy ourselves 
among its am?rofiial shrubs, its natltr~l symmetry and ~ts trim 
beauty; for In an enclosed garden m the neighbourliood of 
buildings or other works of art, neatness, symmetry and trim
ness, approaching to elegance, are the characters that 'should 
be sought after by the landscape or artist gardener. How re
freshingly cool and soft the velvet turf of this smoothly shaven 
la.wn is to the feet, after coming from the arid hardness of the 
gravelled road; and how delightful to the senses are the fra
grancy of those gay fiow(lrs, the . symmetry of those beauteous 
dwarf shrubs, and the !a'tfulness of those serpentine walks. J 
aI\l not partial to the wild, or what Gilpin calls the natural or 
picturesque manner in the domestic garden; but would rather 
with MiltODI 

., Add to th~se, retired leis"",, 
That in trim gardens take. hi. pleuQre. 

This smoothness, this dressed gaiety offends against the laws 
of the picturesque or Gilpin school. A master in this school, 
would turn the velvet lawn into a piece of broken ground, 
would plant rugged scrubby oaks instead of flowering t>hrubs, 
would break the edges of these walks, would give them the 
roughness of a new made road, would corrugate them with ruts, 
w()uid defile the beauty of its wl101e face by stones and brush
wood, and by making all rough and dirty, where all is DOW fair 
and smooth, would create what in his. vocabulary he would call 
the pict7t~e$q7te. 

So would he "a:etby a gorgeous piece of architecture, if it 
were as"perfectlls the pencil of Calli crates, or the chisel of 
Phidiila could inake it. Let the proportion of its parts, the 
p.roprietyof itsconiam&uts, and the symmetry of the whole, be 
1\8 et<j1ii'site,flS e~er b<ire the impress of the mint ofgeniu8 ; in 
his eye' "it ill ' formal, and nOes not please his picturesque imagi
natiop.Therefore; togt-ve'it· the finishing touch, the master 
ma.rkY: 'of 'tul1'eney ' among t'he people of pi cturesquiescity , he 
wolilil·;t6Uth~ malletin~a.d ; of the chisel, would beat down 
()fie~llilf: l)f iit8 splendid beI1utiea 'and ,throw the mutilated mem-

2 c 
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bers around the rest in heaps, and call exultingly aloud, '~be-: 
hold my work!" No painter, he would say, could hesitate a 
moment which to choose. The Parthenon in all its glOl'ies, 
during the splendid era of PeJ'icles, Il name deservedly dear to 
every lover of the fine arts,would be inferior in his eyes, to the 
same fine structure in its demolished sta.te, when blown to 
ruins by the bomb-shells of the barbarian Kamigma.rck~ and 
t.he villainous gunpowder of the still greater barbarians of 
Turks, who desecrated it it'lto a magazine of warlikecombu~
tiblef$. 

The Tude and undefined masses of the overthrown temples 
of Agrigentum, would please his eye more than all the majesty 
of the Romun Forum ill complete perfection. He w{)uld not 
sing with Cowper, 

.. AI~. for Sicily! rllde fragrt\ot. now 
Lie Icatter'd, where the Ihaptly columns .food. 
Htf palaces are dUlt"- ' 

but would rather rejoice, if some tasteful-minded earthquake 
would topple down St. Paul'!I Cathedral into a more picturesque 
'object, than its finely proportioned columns, and ample cupoln 
built in the form of heaven, now presents to his dilapidQ.ting 
eye. 

Let us pan, beneath these 

" Shadel, 
And lII'alh bfneath, and alley" brown," 

under the New Road into the semicircular gardens of Park 
Crescent. 

The statue before us is erected by public subscription to the 
memory of the late Duke of Kent, a prince of grcatpublicepjr:it. 
who at .the time of his lamentedaeath, was fast worlting J¥~8t)lf 
into the good graces of his Cou~trymen, and. ra,pidly~ngthe 
golden opinions of men. It is executed in bronze by Gahe.gaR, 
and elevated on ~grani:te peci;estal. The Royal DU~"fepresented 
in a standing posture, dre~ jna field m~rshali~8uniform,over 
which. the artiat. has cast drapery, of " his robes. ang. collar of;. the 
order of the garter. The nttitude is simpltf,and~natfecwd, and 
with the bust is very,aike the roya.l :pef~~ge· ,thlit it rll~sents. 
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The figure is heroic, that is, between the natural und colossal 
sizes, being seven feet two inches in height. Its weight of 
metal is, I understand, about two tons. 

This statue of his majesty's lamented brother, is in a manly 
energetic style; but coarse in execution, and vulgar in concep
tion. As a likeness of' a duke, and as an imitation of a British 
general, of royal rank, there is but little fault to find. As a 
figure innlOdern costume it is vastly superior to that of another 
royal dtike (Cumberland) in Caveridish Square; but inferior to 
Flaxman's Lord, Howe, in Westminster Abbey. "Imitation is 
the means," says Sir Joshua Reynolds, " not the end of art; it is 
employed by the sculptor as the language by which his ideas 
are presented to the mind of the spectator. Poetry and elocu
tion of every sort make-lIse of signs, but those signs are arbi
trary and conventional. The sculptor employs the representa
tion of the thing itself; but still as a means to a higher end"
as a gradual ascent. always advancing towards faultless form 
and perfect beauty." The essence of sculpture is correctness, 
and thus far the artist of this statue has accomplished his pur
'pose; but we look ill vain for dignity of character in this mere 
portrait of the royal duke. 

Mr. Gahagan has done well however in abandoning the ZONca 
and tllOraca of the Roman school, and has arranged the military 
costume of the day with becoming etiect. The ducal robe 
supplies the place of the imperial paludamelltum, with appro
priateness, and he has arranged it with skill. 

The sculptor's art, in the pre.nt day, is both a limited and a 
difficult 0116; for it will be in vain for him to hope to surpass 
the splendid relics of Grecian art, that have reac~ed Ollr times. 
The painter on the contrary has a wider field, and his ancient 
riv,a,ls .z.euxis, Parrh88ius and Apelles, live bnt in the histo
ria,n's volume, The Apollo, the Venlls, the Laocoon and the 
Phi4ian tnal'b1tW of the Parthenon remain as proofs of the per
fectiop..to whi¢h the genius of the ancientfl brought this science 
~, ~~.~r&.ct f~rm. 
:4sW~,a,fe uponf.b.e subject of drapery ,-the Greeks seldom 

U.'.~.h.:it ........• ~.·. ...tb ... e~r, ....• c. ulpt.ur., e., and the Romans ~mos~ always; yet dia''tJte ~ surpalis the Romans, even m thIS department 
tj .~.M/.rt.--. SO cOtppletely was the naked statue reckoned of 
Gree~wQtkmanship, tha~ Pliny (book xxxiv. chap. 5.) saY8 the 
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Romans called all the unclothed male Rtatues, Ac}'illean statues, 
on account of' the number of statues of which they had of that 
Grecian hero armed only with his javelin. 

The Romans named their, dmped military statues after' the 
name of the costume in which they were clothed; and the 
statues belonging to persons of the civil elasf! from the Ol'der of 
vestments in which they were afl'ayed. They also named them 
Equestrian, Pedestrian or Curuled, .as they were ei,ther on 
horseback, on foot, or seated in the Curu]e chair. 

Thus might we form a classification of modern statues, and, 
while we repose in this delightful aleove, I will try my hand. 

The statue of Charles the First at Chal'ing Cross, we would 
eall .Equestrian ~ Lu its class, and royal as to its order. That 
now before us is Pedestrian, and royk!. That of his Grace of 
Bedford, in Russell Square, Pedestrian, ducal from his robes, 
and agricultural from its attributes and accessories. Charles 
Fox at the other end of Bedford Place, Curuled and Sena
torian. The grand portrait of Lord Mansfield, by Flaxman, 
in Westminster Abbey, Curuled in class and Judicial in order. 
But this is not the way to go through our purposed survey of 
the new buildings of the metropolis, in which I promised to 
accompany you. Therefore, I must leavtlc it to your future 
leisure to complete my classification of modern statuary. 

Now let us pass round one side of Park Cresc.ent, and, as 
the sun is darting his hottest beams upon us; the eastern 
quadrant will be the more shady of the two. The great ,size 
of this semicircle of mansions is more imposing in effect than 
the details are choice in selection, which is the prevailing vice 
of Mr. Nash's style. He comprehends a whole, he grasps the 
extremities, he achieves variety-that variety and intricacy 
which the accomplished Sir .10shua Reynolds consider~d a6 a 
beauty and excellence worthy of being adopted into ~chitee
ture: but he sees not the detail, .eei~her neglectsit.or~piJeR 
it, and certainly doesftot look II.t his art with .a mictoscopiceye. 
He does not finish in architecture like Denner or·. the .Dutch 
masters in painting; but to pursue the analogy~d~8ign8 like 
a painter in fresco, and thinks with Mic})aelA.'Qgiolo, <tPat 
a nnished or exquisite detail in arehiteeturtt ia like oil 
painting in the sister art, fit employment :tmly tOt women and 
children. 
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Thlsend,of Portland Place i8a180 :by Mr. Nash, who has 
joined his broad style to the finicking finish of the Messrs. 
A4ams,with goodefieet. No antipodes can he more oppOsite 
thkn the8tyle~of these masters, and yet there is somewhat of 
resemblance. . Both are fond of decoration, and both lay it on 
with profusion ; but the former does not bedizen his exteriors with 
confeetionary So much as the latter, and his style is more bold. 
Iti$ also more pure, as approaching nearer to the Palladian 
and ancient Roman, while that of the lattllr is of the de
praved school Or the middle and' lower empire. The palace of 
Diooletian,atSpa1atro. is the Magnus Apollo of the Adams's, 
as their buildings about the Adelphi, and the centre part of 
Portland Place, which we are now approaching, are striking 
proofs. Many of their-Works, however, are of a more chaste 
and manly character, as the front of the Duke of Bedford's 
house, in St. James's Square, the house of the Society for the 
Encouragement of Arts, &c. in the Adelphi; the office of the 
Amib9.ble Society in Seljeants' Inn; the street fl'ont of Draper's 
HaD, in Throgmorton Street, and· a few . others of the same 
character, whose names I do not ~t present remember. Nash 
allto aims ' at,. more variety and iIihicacy of! form than the 
Adams's, and has obtained more general heauty; 'hut has been as 
unsuccessfulinthepurity of his detail, as the united brethren;· 
thoughfrom.adifierent cause-he, from overlooking it, they 
fl'()lIla.bad tallte,derived from the Roman school of Spalatro. 
, / PlJf'tls~:rJ~Plac~, from its size and the consequence of its 
hO~iisone of ··the . most spacious and magnificent streets in 
thij>,~~lis.and,in its day, was one of the most architectural 
thitr:~b~nere()ted. Moreover, the novelty of the style, the 
p~>wid.th\of .thestreet, which·. is 125 feet in breadth,pr~ 
d~~'''hetd.it8terected, a striking effect. The style of its 
a:rebiteCtl1refhow~~, is feeble and effeminate, and is rendered 
_eby::tile bpl4eres:ee~~ions of more modern architects. with 
• .io.1.;.:..:-Lc.' ...a:.... ~ ' .\.,~'.JI 
.w~~·'i\'''8''un:O~W. ... .. . 
p ·~;:~rtd8 ; frornBati.Crescenton . the north, to Langham 
\~:~th~lO~h, *hel'ert was 'terrninatedin Adams'. days, 
¥l:~~\~iwllic1ibas been taken do~n for Mr. N~h'8 
~tS;' nteh{)~~eI& are lofty, elegant, and well suited 

~M.·~.· ih .. l,e.i~ that ·£ntllTul IIl1io" t'lf th~rt.I\l1ItII "the Aaelphi." 
2 D 
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for the more opulent classes of the'COIDmunity, but,are/as .yoll 
iuay perceive"deficient in boldness and relief. 

This isolated mansion on our left, which .stands *0 ~. behind 
the others, was the dwelling of that very distingui#ted orll,a
ment of our profession, the late James Wyatt, who designed 
and' built it fOI'himself. The front which now facesP·ortland 
Pillce, was in his time the rear or beck front, and locik.edinto 
the gardens of Foley House,andtbat 'which. looks up Foley 
Place, to the ea&tward,~altbe<prineipal front. ,~hi8 accounts 
f~r the plainness of the elehtion, which hashaci, aince the 
death I'.lf its able original proprieU;lr, a Doric pot:tjcpadded. to 
the centre qoor, by way of some distinction,and alII<> to IJetve 
as an ~casiOnalentrance from Portland and Langham. ·'PlaceIl, 
for it stand" on neutral ground between the two. 

The front next Foley Place, is. well wortbJ~kingat, not 
only as being the work of one of ou~ mOISt taSt~furand Ol'iginal 
architects, but from its own inl!rinsicbeauties. It is also me
morable,asbeing one of the first architectural fronts that was 
covered widl the stucco, firstjntroduced into thie country 'bY 
Mr, Wyatt, arid known by',~ih()name of Roman ceDl,ent. It is 
tmpcri9r in every way to the oil cCqlent of AdamB,wpicb .1u.s 
perished to the core/whiletheind~tioll, ~ . Mr.W,.~t'sis 
~e(jt ttthia hOUT, tIlld appears. \~k~\,.~~;ti,.,.~l ,tl}.atofthe 
finesi catone. . 

..• Let us walk round .w,. the uew ebllfch .. an4Me a .8urv~yof 
this very elegant f~ade, which je nellorlyloflt tothe,ev;coftaste. 
by th~ dirt with which it is cbvered. . 

It consilrts ofa centre, and two pretty . . 
which aredecoJ'ated with ' elegant ~i fili~vi, and, ... · .• w,"' ..•.•. _ ....... 

as t~e .painters call it,to the Teeeding front which. 
them. The ' pnnmpM,or en~ce .~fY" h~8 . th~e · ..• 1 ~~U5 
opellingw cot'ered, with ; ~e ce~tre · .Tc .• '"=~,..,.,, 
isoeeupiedby a . 
tion.~ and the Bide 1l0lE'Jrt1I1re& "IIrJ,tn\·'~ 'V 

.~ ·between ·,tlle chord,,, rW.Qil'l~ua~.~ea!~·~ 

depOra~witb·Clelicau,· .~'.· ,~1~.'Ul.ft~ .t}le .,~p;~'~~;4' 
. ' '.Ir~~wi~''rG4pl .~d ..•.•. ..•.•. ... . _\_),~~Il~ltb 
pi\aAitiet* ,or ante .ot1-0or~{)r~{t ·~l1acijll.lirOril(itl~~Ii).Ql'1~ioo 
atA.t)lens .. thehorna of Wh!)Se ... ' . 
e.v«yOther' ~x.ari:lple, come·topoirita 
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The whole iSllurtllPuutedbyahandsome enta.blature.bloekin~ 
eo.urae,.and.ball.ls$de . 

. For eleganee~'~etai1, for hal'lnony' of proportion, for good 
tas~,allda·cb.a&U) suavity of dotnestic propriety,considerin!Z." 
itssize,thil~ . han'd.some house. is not surpassed by any in the 
metropoli.. It is.'. now the residence of 'Colonel Mark Wilks, 
of Kil'by, inthe:.~ of Man, who was governor of' the island 
of St .. Helea'b8f~ it was occupied by the commissionel's for 
th.e detention of.. the Emperor Nl\Poleon. 

We mustretur:n hito Portland Place for a few minutes. The 
house. tha.t ahnOltimt1l~ditttely adjoins this of Colonel Wilks, 
with the cupola,bdiustra<le;apdCorinthian pijastert.of Palladian 
character, is the +eSi~ce of Sir Aqthony Carlisle, the lat.e 
professor of anatomy of the Royal Academy. It comp~ses 
well with the adjoining mansions and small· plantations, and 
altlwugh petite in style, from the want of height ,in the storie8, 
fOllUstt pretty pict~resque accessory to the groupe. 

The island of' hOuses " that stands between Sir Anthony's 
panlion and the church, is byMr.N ash, and in his prevailing " 
Styl~ ; ·as~'th"e i()ppl:'l8ite~ lfhichh however, ,are of better pro
pQ~Otls. · T",is itiLanghan'l Place, nap1ed'afterSir James 
~ngham,tlle''Worthy baronet who occupies theviUa-looking 
mansion and 'PteMtire grounds at the bottom; Lang~am House 
",also byMt.Nam, and is a very good example of his best 
s~le;.a~, arcldteetural~ and well relieved by appropriate 
~~'Pr~je'CtibnB •..... It. oa.rri~ upon its face, good, sense, 
~tatte,9.J),~,app~priate" character. It is a city or rather 
a;\~''t~a,ami'n.t a ' street mansjon, built with a front and 
nO'J~~a,ai{wajting foritsn~xt door neighbour to/be built 
~~"~!tY""W1Uls.. Whereas., thishaaaide atl ~1l dJ'r.0nt 
eliW8.f,ion8;~d1l as 'if meant to stand, detached ,~lthcorDlces 
'al\d <Qr~h~~oJna,ent8,and openings on every aide, bidding 
,~,(l\"'"~eted~l!~~~jWings to keep their distanoes, and 
~~~~~~ik;Jjvins creatures and beaute~s shrubs. 
rt'~~.'.iif';~~!~gl~~tWgn."'fWIS drawn.at on~ 10. perapee-

.. , '. I;'. .(~f'.8ilk8;,a:elli{Qled together ~thtbepeneil 
· jt~~lte;~~wi1\g ·board and-:t~ geolIl:etrleal 

'ng ti)'~6:-wtthita compOilition. 'fbis 'is .~e 
·~tili4'tmt!:~tion .tha.td.ietingo.ish(!$ the 
~..,..an." 



·~[f!: ·:ar:~~.r::!~a.~1 .~tla~4:~:r 
theft~tinJlUlfi~: pij~9f , th:et.n~ '. . . ' 8~' fini8bed ·~iiti .. by 
the pa.t-a<li~a.1l'~e\Vs .~~~ :pa).k; '\·"Jt?~qe.n indin~4pl~e. of 
~hitect~r,(~ea~t'~ri.si~~~o~ t~e .~tth~ncewe ate,vi~~U1g 
It, to a .el~~ .of .. seentc~rl4c~Ol)j' ~1\.'tM'·ij~tanc~, tJW.~annot 

.be ·paraUeled · Jn 'E'ii~e:; · whet4~r~e"~.~der the ;,we~ththa~ 
itenil>~ies" ,thesaltibri~ of th~~site (~Qi+~urroqnds-it; ,or the 
~Cal beauty wbibb ' Teau1ut):om tlli.'i~ng combiullotion·of 
ar,ehitecture"·.8Culpture and . 18ha..cap'tg~ht'ening, .. ' .. ' ", 

The season of the year too, adds';io ~the. :beauty of the pQ.5~g 
scene, ' Hie n.ow the mtddleof ,tqe l~Dd()nsea.aonj~etow~is 
l'etlplenden-dy'full, the weather as'llpl~rt~¥lf~yan~exhilita.ting, 
t~e inhabitantsull life and bli$tle,and ,t~ cir<l~ta»ce of the 
1alt dra\\jngrOOm for 'the seas'Onbeing ~~~~ ,day, 'rnake8 this 
o~ule~t.nd . fashi()l\,able~uar~ . i~:'th~ ' .~Raa1i"elya.$ ~ 
ant-p,;~ll. : :Everyeql1~page lltbearmg-,towat;dtlRegent Street, 10 

ittiwayto the p!.UaCe. . , 
rhis aplendid carriage, . ,with the . armedhey..duke behind it, 

coming out , of;" Duche88~treet, is '.Prince Esterhazy's, which 
con~in8 diamo~a enough to ' ' a ~~;. 11tiero~d 

-now' surrounding the ,curiageti , .' ~~., th-e ;,ho~eonthe 
left, .· J~abo'Ve , W eyIDouth · to ..•. ~ 4be 
sp~~d~ c()rtege , of thft, PriJ~CEl, de :KoJip':c !~ll~,!.tri''P~l,l .• ll!ni~'' 
~ort:~hoia ' ,~ingJ.opay ' 
Charle!l ' X. ~()ur ; ~8tly ' m, 'vwlu 'IMI)"'e1~illn~ 
A.wb~a()ron ;th~appo8ite thelrulwh~ac~kn;ow;ledJiI!ed 
c<>~mbian min~ster;Count . ".t: l'(J.rtad:~nll6 n~h~).,.Mre '.;IJiC) :Pll~ 
pafirigto join i!lthe Wtl~ e:ra:ti~:inst ,~~Oll'1r. ;: 

{say; gratifying, whe6," dijjteri:nt· ~Iiftj~ 
that. actuated .. our PU91ic . 
expen8ive~, ·:whelt ' 
tated finestc::oo.n:trie8 in 
n Vt!tlrr4!il are in {;'f itl · Jlll'Ul ' 

' " ' 

l1f , "~len(:e , 



METROPOLtrAN IMPROVEMENTS. 97 

ori\;inality of All Soul's Ohu~h.'&ta,.r our sJ;atloll'here, if the 
t:arriagesof t\e n()bIe.,.bas.adOr$abiMt. rout~from.our 
'P~~~ is ,one of, .. ~.~.·,'~~;'fhei>.~~',:~.~,:W~~;~l1Q~' 
WIth the hate~en.'·9~~·'~~'~" "'lf~~il.'ble'~tt'!at ~t~e. 
ch~re~' ~~·.,With~<c~1t~ul'actQry or MestR. 
M~1!I, .inthe~!IJ~1?~f' '. _ . '''1;)~h~~tPralWetureof no 
SIn
p

. llill·beauty •. ·· ... '8l'.; i'rifl.r;·9.l..t11,~~1' • .cAurch.. LarJgkam; 
lace. 
The eircular ,~~,.~e Of ,th~. wh1utli~Jlonic .portico,th~ 

capitals . ofwhit;~,~ .. (io~posed'· of wingeaeherubim~whose 
heads peer . bet~i~~' -volutea with which their '. wings are 
intermingling,tllr,e:·~"'d~'Playe,!;lpnthe posts-of a: . Dutch 
barn, have a very.goodi'll\~ ';eryonginal effect 'from thesitua
tionwbere we now8taJn<t:'J'1ie. circular tower within it, that 
pierces the ,'lffit ()f. t~.p&1~i~6,.Jssolid and eft'ectiv~, llnd where 
it rises above the balti'Stra~ that crownsthe ooJ'nice, into a cir-:: 
eular stylobate to the.C!oriJtthian ,:eeripteral temple that fo~ 
the bell-to\'rer, it is tia1lyprodu(\tive of 'beauty, in forn\ and 
proportion . . Nor amldispos~d, n~w my eye has become some,,; 
whatt'lfJoo to the.daringn<>velty, to object to.!hegothic in~ova
tion of the im,J,4lini.spit-e,wjth its sha1!pened iron apex,'placed 
as annialtothe~d~lia.nbeauty of the campanile, as some 
hl\ve'~one. ·who witJ1 mo~t)f.wit .th81l,love fororjginality, have, 
compared -it fu.afl.a.tcandte8tick,~rmountedbya· thick candle, 
and a littlenon-iitextinguiiSher'1;1pon its 'top. ' 

Elegancies, liketbe .8t~plt!8 of Bow and of St,13ride>s, 
would cloy, iiatnoko1'et ··e.very church and chapel in the me
tropoB" .• at1!i · •• to.()lUitan· •.. t~· :credit due •. to Mr. Nash,. for hi. 
bold!ior.i~tityiri::tll,is;s.ingulartower and \p~re, ",ould 'be un
fair, forli:~Y':po41B~:JllUe~ intrinsicbeauty.ofform, and is 
no me .. G~entto,tbe~l'bo\lrhood.. .' ' . 
Thei~~cuf~~oiild""" Marks and Son beyond it, would 

hav~i~I~1'e~e"~fcit;~inan~oot_ia' the plain timestiftpe 
P~"~;'.J'OJt~, but·' i,\'now .lo~.t among· thearclJj .. 
tee~,OM:ati_.;~; •. aw .. metroDOlia in the nineteenth cen .. 
tutj .. , .••..• · .. 
·'1~,~.c~.:~ ,..' . · "t1ajt\le.'i .' .. ' 

'. ; 

' >o:, .. fM.ts oftpetowo(.8table-. 
. , err. is a' &lkilf~l . eontlii..anc~;to 

_ .. , •. :ilil~jghly creditablet6;tbe.jI!kiU 
;.'q;,arehlteeturalemlleUiehmeat ... ~ 
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The view from this tasteful Pa.lladian villa, up Portland 
Place, is strikingly grand and effective. The vista is one of 
the finest in this fint! part of the ,metropolis, finished as it is, by 
the paradisiacal views of the park. his an inclined plane of 
architectural beauty, rising from the spot whence we are viewing 
it, to a climax of sCt!nic perfection, in the distunce, that cannot 
lw purallclcdin Europe; whether we consider the wealth that 
it embodies. the salubrity of the'sitewhicll surrounds it, or the 
optical beauty which results from this charming combination of 
architecture, sculpture and landscape gardening. 

The scason of the year too, adds to the beauty of the passing 
scene. It is ll(lW t.he middle of th~ T.ondon season, the town is 
reEOplendentIy full, the weather as splendjdly gay and exhiliratillg, 
the inhabitants all life and bustle, and the circumstance of the 
last drawing room for the season being held today, makes this 
opulent and fashionable quarter of the town as lively as an 
ant-hill. Every equipage iii bearing towards Regent Street, in 
its way to the palace. 

This splendid carriage, with the armed hey-duke hehind it, 
coming out of Duchess Street, is Prince Esterhazy's, which 
contains diamonds enough t.o purchase a manor. The crowd 
now surrounding the carriages and fr~mt of the house 011 the 
left, just' above Weymouth Strjlet, are waiting to see the 
splendid cortege of the PrinC'.e de Polignac the French Ambas
sador, who is going to pay the respects of his royal master 
Charles X. to our Justly popular sovereign. The Spanish 
AmbMsador on the opposite side, and the newly acknowledged 
Colombian minister, Count Huri.ad; his neighbout, are also pre
paring to join in the same gratifying ceremony. 

1 say; gratifying, when I reflect upon the different feelingFl 
that actuated our public men, during the last desolating and 
expensive war, when rivalry in bloodshed and horrors devas
tated the finest countries in EUl"ope;.,and now, when our greatest 
rivalries are in the arts of peace, in commerce, , iuliterature, in 
the fine arts, in science, in ,,jIall , the eltiganciesthat ·adom and 
Impport human nature. In th~8e imita.nces allpartie$are the 
gainers, for even the unsuccessful for the 'J>~ount prize, reap 
a profit, whilst, in war,the very conquerol'$areawfullosers. 

Now Jet us crass over to the portico;i ofthe,south-eastern 
building of Langham Place, and take a 'look ,at the singular 
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orikinality of All Soul's Church. Stay! our station here, if the 
carriages of fie nobie ambassadors do not rout U8 from our 
.po.st, is one of the hest. The portico and wing of t~t house, 
with the hatchment over it, hring an agreeable contrast to the 
cllUrcb, and with the superb coach manufactory of Messrs. 
Marks, in the distance, form an at'chitectural picture of no 
"mall beauty. See the print of All Soul's Churcli, Langham 
P/(1(e. 

The circular perystyle of the whimsical Ionic portico, thc 
capitals of which are composed of winged cherubim, whose 
heads peer' between the volutes with which their wings are 
intermingling, like owls displayed on the posts of a Dutch 
barn, have a very good and very original effect from the situa
tion where we now stand. The eircular tower within it, that 
pierces the ?'lffit of the portico, is solid and effective, and where 
it rises above the balustraie that crowns the cornice, into a cir
cular stylobate to the Corinthian Peripternl temple that forms 
the bell-tower, it is really productive of beauty, in form und 
proportion. Nor am I disposed, now my eye has become some
what used to the daring novelty, to object to the gothic innova
tion of the impaling spire, with its sharpened iron apex, placed 
as a finial to the Dreclalian beauty of 'the campanile, as some 
have done, who with more of wit than love for originality, have 
compared it to a flat candlestick surmounted hy a thick candle, 
and It little non-fit extinguisher upon its top. 

Elegancies, like the steeples of Bow and of St.. Bride's, 
would cloy, if stuck over every church and chapel in the me
tropolis, and to omit all the credit due to Mr. Nash for his 
hold originality in this singular tower and spire, would be un
fair, for it really possesses much intrinsic' beauty ··of form, and is 
no mean ornament to the neigfibourhood. 

The manufactory of Messrs. Marks and Son beyond it, would 
have been admired, even fora mansion, in· the plain times of the 
Portman Square architects, but is now lo~t among the archi~ 
tectural beallties of the llew metropolis in the nineteenth cen. 
fUry. 

The architeotural, fagat:le. to the fronts of tile row of stable~ 
offices fr()ntingthe coach.maker's is a skilful contrivance to 
conoealan obvioull defect, ,and is hig"hly creditable to the ,skill 
of tho ar<;hitect~ it~we~ as· an architectural emqellishment tq 

,2 E 
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the neighbourhood. TheijWe contin\lous portico of theD4>ri(~ 
order, appended to the front of the dead w~}, is a happy 
thought, Ilnd produces one ofthoae pretty acciden.tal effects 
that nn original design often wants. ' 

There is also much novelty aDdp~cture8que eifect, in the 
otherwise clumsy piers and aepulehral arches of the east en
trance story to the houses betweQnthis part and Margaret 
Street; and the depth of their reoossesafi'ords a solid basc for 
the superstructure of tile elevation. 

Here we approach the commercial portions of the street; and 
in no part of Mr. Nash's style is he more happy than in tbe 
adaptation of his means to his end. The style of architecture 
now assumes a different appearance. The portion we have just 
10ft, as forming the isthmur,; between wealth and commerce, ill 
eomposed of smaller houses, whieh can be let at. smaller rent!!; 
than either those of the contine-gt of fa,sbion that we are 
leaving, or those of the great peninsula of commerce that we 
ar~ approaching. They are also of that dual cllarac.ter that 
partakes both of the shop and the private houie, and call he 
u8ed for either as circumstances requiI:e. 

Now, there is nothing doubtful in style; wide handsome 
fronts, oalcula.ted for broad showy shop-windows, wherein goods 
and manufactured articles of the most splendid description, 
such as the neighbouring world of wealth and fashion are in 
daily want of, may be dii\played to the greatest advantage; and 
wide private doors for entrance to tb.ehandsome upper apart
ments, for letting as furnished lodgings to the temporary vis.iter8 
of the metropolis, are the prevailing characters. 

These spots were let to the original builders at heavy ground
f(lllts, and consequently the rents oft,b,e houses are propoJ·tionably 
high, and nothing but the costlin.ssof the articles, and the great 
quantity of them which are soldl couldeilable the shop-keepers 
and tradesmen to pay them al1dproeure 0. living profit. The 
rivalry of many persons ·of thella.me occupations prevent ex
tortion, and keep the goods sold in ~ splendid ~EUlt of retail 
trade at moderate prices. 

The architecture of the shops is variouliI~ .~6Wticiently 
whimsical in places topleue thed~n of. fashion; but it 
Call be changed as the fashion of ,the '~y, ortha character 0 

the goods to be dise1ayedwithin, theD:ll'e<{uire: . the fronts 
beillgllupported on slender iron columna within tbetn. 
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)1 he style of the elevations above the cornices of the shops, i~ 
of the varied character of the Italian school, and of course it, • highly picturesque; and the domestic arrangements of the 
d\veUing houses are remarkably well adapted to the al'Chite('
tural fa-;;ades of the exterior. This is iudeed a portion of our 
art in which )ir. Nash eminently excels, UllU which has rendered 
his majestic design of Regent Street so much the admiration of 
strangers and intelligent foreigners. Fol', as Waller sweetly 
sung, 

" Glad, though amuzed, are ollr neighh"lr king., 
'1'0 .~e oucb ?Ower employed in peaceful things, 
They list lICIt urge it to the dreadful field; 
'l'he talk il .allier tu de.troy thall build." 

The circus which unites, 01' rather amalgamates Hegf'lIt 
Street with Oxford Street, is of a continuout; style of archi
tecture with the houses ai'love it j and its form, which takes ofl' 
the intersectional angles, is one of the best that can be devised 
for the purpose. It gives an air of grandeur 'and of space to 
the streets, and a free circulation of air to the houses. It 
affurds facilities to carriages aDd horsemen in turning from Ollt' 

strcet to the other, and is as elegant in form as it is'llseful in 
application. 

The building on the opposite side of the street, with two 
tllrrets and a cupola, just below Princes Street, is the chapel of" 
St. George, a tasteful production of Mr. C. R. Cockerell, whose 
tnwels and researches in Greece have added much to our know~ 
ledge of the sublime architecture of the ancient Greeks. 

As Mr. Cockerell is 130 classical an architect, he need not 
fear severity of criticism up<m his designs, therefore if YOll please 
we will walk over to Welch aJ;\d Hawes's musicall'epository, and 
inspect it leisurely from the northernmost window of their 
saloon. , 

In the composition of this church, Mr. Cockerell had that 
gem of Sir Christopher Wren's, the interior of St. Steij,hen, 
Walbrook, in his mind's eye; amI as the only difference that. 
ever arose between the tasteful architect of the building befoH' 
us and myself, was which of us bore the greatest vencrattc!l 
for the memory of Sirqbristopher, we shall most likely not differ 
mucha.to .an applipl\1ion of some of the intricacy and variety 
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of the school of Wren, to the severe simplicity of the 3rehitbc
ture of ancient Greece. 

The building is of t'hal order of anClent temples which.",e 
taB prostyle, that is, having columns only in the front; and is 
he seeond order of sncred buildings, according to· 'V'itruvius. 

It is of the Ionic order of columns, and has "'Portico tc)the 
Il:lve, and wings with cubical turrets to the aisles. Seethe print 
cif St. George's Chapel, Regent Strtet. 

The portico is tetra style, with columns of that species of the 
Ionie order. that was u.'led by the ancient Greeks in the temple 
of Minerva Polias, at Priene, a city of Ionia, neal' Miletus. 
Behind the two outer columns are antre of elegant proportions, 
flanking a reeeding pronnos or porch which contains the en
trance doorway. This is of antique form, and of just propor
tions. The portieo h~ covercd with tl pediment of an extremely 
elegant and antique liJl'In, surmounte~ by aeroteria, which how
ever, at J)resent, support nothing. 

The wing'S are composed of two antre, orie of which supports 
the epistylium or architrave of the "portico, and the other forms 
the extremity of the building between the front and flank. 
The entahlature is carried through the whole composition, 
breaking oyer both portico and flanks. The architrave has three 
filces, as in the original example; the frieze is plain, the cornice 
is decorated with dentels in the bed mould,and with lion's 
heads after the antique in the cymatium. 

I know not what the district 8uNeyoT would say to Mr. 
Cockerell, if his lion's heads wm spouts to carry t1le water 
from the roof after the Athenian manner, oftstingtheir liquid 
odour upon*e heads of the beaux and belles tha,t 'perambulate 
the hroad and handsome pavement from their carri,ages to the 
splendid shops on a showery day:~' 

The untal project sufficiently' in ei~er flank, to exhibit its 
entire proportion and .n part of thesid~wan8 of the chapel, 
which are rusticated in sqnare sidings to mark.t.heCl)t11'8eSof 
stoute, in correspondence with those of the 'from.i '8tt_" 
the tronts of the antal, in each Wh1g, is avetylla.1td~a~r
ture. with Grecian dressings, . a.ndTe1ieved~,the'!~d of 
the wall by sinkings similar toth08e 'in the~nb. ..... ....." 

On eac~ wing is raised a t:"sti&ted a¢c,'ttil~~,\bylt. 
eornice of accordant Hroportionll and a'lot\y:'bl~fiiiq'~; 

,," ", \,' i·" 
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wJlich supports u second that forms a base to four ll11tm, one at 
each angle of a cubical campanile or bell tower. The order of 
which these towers are composed, is 'a Rpecies of Doric, some
",llat resembltng that of the Choragie monument of Thmsyllus, 
at Athens. The antm are sUl'lUounted by a lofty {\ntablature, 
('onsisting of architrave, frieze and cornice in due proportion, 
erowned by a moulded parapet, Wllich breaks over every part 
of the centre and conceals the roofs. 

The eastern faces of the walls, between the antal, are divided 
into ten square pRnels ; the sides are decorated with the two 
upper panch" the lower part being plain; and the whole of 
t.hem are ornamented by sculptured bosses. Those of the 
lJ.flper l)anels are perforat.ed, to Sf-rve <\s a passage for the sound 
of the bells. ., 

Between the towers (to see which, however, we had better 
walk a short distance toward;; Oxford Street), is a lofty capaci
ous hell1i~pherical cupola, with glazed panels for the admissioll 
of' light. to the interior of' the church. 

This cupola, together with t~lis mode of difltributing light to 
the interior, is more in the Itnlian style of Al'chitecture than in 
the Grecian. Not that I mean to assert that we have manv 
existing remains of Greek cupolas, or any finer than that ~f 
the Pantheon; but that it is not SUell n. cupola ml an architect. 
of ancient Greece would have appropriated to such an edifice. 
Yet it is so recedent from the portico, is so mixed with the archi
tecture of the adjoining houses, and is so little connected with 
the composition of tJle front arrangement, that it must be par
donedf~l·.;the8ake of the good effect which it produces in the 
very hnni:l$oIDc intel'ior, whic11,' as I said before, is founded upon 
that of ''''ren's graceflll oxample, St. Stephen's, Walbrook. 

The effect from this spot, flanked by the well-filled and 
bandsomely displayed shops on each side of the towers, breaking 
against those buildings heyond it, and relieved by those of the 
other aide of the street, is peculiarly fine and varied. 'ItIe cu
pola cornea upon the eye like that of an eastern mosque, the gIns,.; 
panels sparkling with the gilding rays of the. sun; whilst the 
eircular Corinthian pavilion, on the opposite side of the street. 
iMlt", a beautiful (ore-ground mass for a picture of this ol'iginal 
and .tasteful building. See plate oj St. George's Cn.apel. 

The l'OW of Corinthian houses, to the nOl'thwnrd of St. 
2 l ' 



102 METROPOLITAN IMPROVEMI'N'1'S. 

George's chapel, is a great and . manifest improvement upon th,e 
plain dingy brick elevations of our ancestors. The shops, pro
jecting as they do from the line of the architectural elevatiQns 
above, serve· as a kind of perforated . and decora~d atylobate 
to the Corinthian order of the one' and two pair storics.The 
pilasters arc arranged in pairs and singly, to ac<:o~lI.te 
them and their interpilasterings, to the openings of thewindow.s, 
and the divisions of the party walls. . 

The entablature, which is complete, after the best Roman 
specimens., is surmounted by a blocking course, on .which is 
raised a well-proportioned Attic order of dwarf pila .. ters, with 
cornice and parapet. The windowR of this story are nearly square, 
and at the AAme time are both nppropriate to thC:liI' purposes 
and in unison with the architectural character of the structure. 
These hOllses, by being built an entire story loftier than those 
which adjoin Mr. Cockerell's chapel, ereate ap. agreeable va
ri.ety and a beautiful undulation of form that ' is highly pichll'
esque and pleasing to the eye. 

A cup o.fcofJ'ee, or some other slight refreshment, would, J 
conceive, be agreeahle to us; and after a short repose f!'Om our 
lahoms, this very hot morning, we can reSUUle our excursiou~ 

This important winding llP of our machine, which poor hu
manity so often requires, and which poor humanity is so d~. 
lighted to have done, being .now accomplj.sb.eli, W,e will.~ros$ 
over to the chapel, and from the westem .side of the street , take 
a periscopic view ·of the eastel'll side. 

That long range of 'building, which reaches fl'oDlthe corner 
of Argyle Place to the shop buildings, with a cOl1tinl,1.o~~t'po.r
tico of termini, is the Harmonic IQ,Stitution .()fl\{~.W~lsh 
and llawes, which is connected with theest8.bUshmel1t!Qr
merly called the Argyle Rooms; wh~re the celebratl'ld P~"!'nic 
Society, under the guidance ofCo101;l:el Gt'eville, ~e ~ 
rolQg~'ium,a long-named institution (01' longwinde~ .. spo~, 
and o"er .~usicaland oratorical societies were formc,rlY . .lle41. 

The Ihnnollic ~n.titntion wo.s,e.tiginally a .8,~je&()(~~ .. 
holdjllg joint stock compaqy; aasociated fort~ ;P9bli~~~u 
of·wusical ·composition., .... other obj~UI c,9An,~c~4 ~ 
thatia,scinating ,wt. ,But it .. is JlO",conctu~~~~\feJ.~)~ 
the two .. 8pliJlent ~i~~·. ptafeuora whOllP,n~.~~~" 
The p()rtipo.of, termi"j,wit4 ;~pitals . formed. of the heads of 
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females, ane. executed by Mr. J. G. Bubb, produce a pleasing 
!atiety next the street i but at the same time an unpleasant 
dark.ntlSS in the rooms within. This rises as much from the 
wa.llt of height in the lower story, to which I believe the archi
tectt Mr. Nash, was confined, as from the projections of the 
portico itself. 

The western part of London is as much indebted to the taste 
foral'chitectural splendour of ow' present sovereign, as the city 
formerly was to that of Charles II., in whose father's reign a 
love for art began to be cultivated by the rich and well educated 
part of the community . 

In this respect the wise measures of our present king arc in 
opposition to the eautious, but perhaps in those days necessary 
policy of some of our earlier monarchs, who Wtlre fcurfu! that 
the Inetropolis would grow at the expense of the country, and 
become (\s a head too large for the body. With these view8, 
our good old Qt\e~m Bess, as she is familiarly called, passed an 
ad (35 Eliz. c. 6) for the restraint of new buildings, cOllverting 
great houses into several tenements, and for restraint of inmates 
and inclosures, and from building on any but old foundationR, 
in and near the cities of London and Westminster. But her 
majl\lSty's taste, which rejected a pictorial prayer book, and com
manded Zucchero to paint her portraits without shadows, was 
never proverbially great, either in painting or in architecture. 
Her successor too, the cautious James, conceived also that 
London was increasing in size beyond his conceptions of me
t\'opolitan propriety; and that its inhabitants cultivated metro
politan-arehitecturebeyond what ploased the British SolomolJ, 
who.alt hutbis wishes like commands, in oracular "apothegm8 
and pedantic proverbs. This monarch, as Lord Bacon informs 
us, wftswQnt to be pressing upon the country gentlemen to 
abandon'London for their country seats; and that he would 
someti'ritessay to them, "Gentlemen, in London you are like 
Rhips Hi a sea, which show like nothing; but ill your country 
villages you are ships in a. river, which look like great things." 

Topereons wllo,like Cobbett, think our vast and increasing 
metrOpolis,. a. wen rather ... than a sound and well-proportio?ed 
~, . suited .. to the .... Herculean fame of the British empIre; 
~pl,.ma1be: l'l}ade, that, LONDON IN THE NINETEEl'01'U CEN

Tvuvia'not'l\8 it was in the fifteenth, the metropolis of En~land 




